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cessation of hostilities must necessarily be imperfect and imcomplete. 
Omissions will often do unforeseen injustice. Errors of fact cannot be 
eliminated until official papers are made available for study. Errors of 


: judgment must await the passing of the years for the verdict of history. 


This volume then makes no claims of omniscience. The biographical 
section, as an example, by no means contains narratives regarding al! of 


the Arkansas participants in the Second World War. Only those who chose 
to share in the expense of the book could be included. For them these pages 


will be an enduring record of their war and the part they played in tt. 


None of them needs to be apologetic for any seeming smallness of the role 


selected for him in the course of the conflict. In an undertaking so vast as 
World War II, one man among fifteen million Americans could accomplish 
very litile. 


What those fifteen million men together achieved is recounted in the 
historical section. Therein, for reasons of convenience in discussion, the 
names of generals and admirals appear frequently, and the reader may 
receive the erroneous impression that the leaders were more important 
than the men they led. As a matter of fact, a more complete understanding 
of the nature of warfare can be gained from a study of the biographies, 
for young men such as those are the stuff of which battles are made. New 
interpretations can outdate a history and can relegate a general to 
comparative obscurity, but no amount of research can change the funda- 
mental significance of the contribution of the individual soldier to victory. 


Both the historical and the biographical divisions, therefore, are 
essential to even a partial comprehension of the war. lin a sense, the 
complete history of the Second World War will never be written, for the 
whole truth about any episode of the past never finds it way to the printed 
page. Other generations than ours, of course, will know more of the real 
story than we now know. When that time comes, they may find it profitable 
to study our mistakes and philosophize upon our misapprehensions. Here 
then is the way the war and the peace that followed looked to us in 1946. 


OZ DA CAUBY, 
Editor and Publisher. 











To all who were active participants in the Sec- 
ond World War, that terrible conflict was made up 
of intensely personal matters. The causes of the 
war, the many incidents that heralded its coming, 
the actual outbreak of hostilities, all for the most 
part passed unnoticed. The vast majority of Ameri- 
cans scarcely took cognizance of the war until an 
Act of Congress, passed a full year after the con- 
flagration had flamed up in Europe, had required 
them to visit registration centers so that their names 
and lives could become a part of the vast lottery 
known as Selective Service. 


Then had followed anxious days of scanning lists, 
either printed in newspapers or posted on Selective 
Service headquarters doors, to determine the regis- 
tration number, and weeks of feverish examination 
of the mail for the inevitable “greetings” and sub- 
sequent classification card from the draft board. 
Ultimately the day of induction had arrived, and the 
war then began, for the first time, to crowd out all 
other matters. 


The selectee and the volunteer are apt to think of 
World War II not in terms of costly, bloody inva- 
sions, or of great campaigns, or of major battles 
won or lost. Debates relative to the comparative 
value of the land and sea and air arms are of sec- 
ondary importance. Instead, such relatively minor 
interests as basic training and first furloughs tend 
to loom large in the focus of the memory. 


In retrospect the principal beachheads for the 
individual service man would include: close order 
drill, infiltration courses, map reading, waiting in 
line, gas chambers, latrine orderly, dispensaries, 
bivouacs, first sergeants, kitchen police, rifle marks- 
manship, promotions, inspections, guard duty, cur- 
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few, retreat parades, military police, orientation 
lectures, reviews, bed check, extra fatigue, police 
details, bayonet courses, maneuvers, desert training, 
troop trains, staging areas, ports of embarkation, 
troop ships, replacement pools, new continents, new 
languages, new people, air raids, fox holes, “K” 
rations, keeping dry, keeping warm, keeping clean, 
“D” day, “H” hour, Purple Heart, Bronze Star, - 
Silver Star, Air Medal, Navy Cross, “V” days, point 
systems, redistribution stations, separation centers, 
and discharges. There was their war. 


All of that is as it should be, for war, just as is 
anything else, is important to anyone only as it af- 
fects him personally. Yet one of the principal les- 
sons taught by both World War I and World War II 
is that today, with the nations of the world com- 
pletely inter-dependent, no event however minor or 
however distant can fail to have import for each 
individual. An insignificant skirmish between op- 
posing garrisons on a bridge in far off China did not 
envelop America in war immediately, but five years 
later Americans were fighting in World War II 
that developed, in part, from that incident. 


Consequently the story of the Second World War 
is herewith presented to show how the individual 
pattern of life in war time merged with the pattern 
of a world at war. Pieces in that pattern are scat- 
tered in space to the ends of the earth, where lie 
the seas and islands and continents where the war 
was fought, and in time from the era of the First 
World War, when the second conflict had its incep- 
tion, to the period of the struggle to win the peace. 
Fitting those pieces together is a challenge to skill 
and patience, but the completed picture is a record 
of remarkable human endeavor. 


























CHAPTER I 


The Coming of the War 


Most of the peoples of the earth will remember 
such dates as September 1, 1989, the day of the Ger- 
man invasion of Poland, and December 7, 1941, the 
day of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, as the 
dates that mark the beginning of the Second World 
War. Actually, however, the war had been in prog- 
ress for many years before the autumn of 1989. 
Indeed one may believe that those who labeled the 
document closing the fighting of the First World 
War “an armistice” had been granted special powers 
of prophecy; for an armistice literally is a “brief 
cessation of hostilities.”” So brief was this truce that 
it may be questioned whether peace ever really was 
achieved after November 11, 1918. 


Certainly there were those who participated in 
the making of the treaty closing the First World 
War who had no doubts that an enduring peace had 
been guaranteed. Woodrow Wilson, for example, 
announced that the provisions against the Prussian 
power were so severe that none could doubt that the 
might of the German Empire was gone forever. 


Nor could it be denied that the terms of the 
treaty were harsh enough to crush any major na- 
tion. The Treaty of Versailles reduced the area and 
population of the German Empire in Europe by 
about one-tenth; Alsace, Lorraine, Eupen, Moresnet, 
Malmédy, Memel, Posen, the Polish Corridor, Schles- 
wig, Holstein, and Upper Silesia were among the 
provinces ceded to neighboring nations. In addition, 
all of the German overseas domain was seized and 
parceled out to the victorious Allied powers. More- 
over, the Germans yielded thousands of locomotives 
and railway cars and most of their merchant vessels 
and promised to give up billions of dollars in manu- 
factured commodities. The German army was cut 
down to only 100,000 men, the navy and air force 
were reduced to impotence, and the production of 
war materials was curtailed to a point where Ger- 
many could no longer be dangerous. 


Nor did Germany’s allies escape unpunished. The 
Austro-Hungarian Empire was sundered, and the 
successor states, Austria and Hungary, were forced 
to give up so much territory that neither was there- 
after able to be counted as important among the 
family of nations. Bulgaria too suffered the usual 
fate of the vanquished, but lost less than Germany 
or Austria-Hungary since she had less to lose. Tur- 
key was fortunate enough to be favored with mod- 
erate terms of peace. 


Out of the conferences that made the treaties 
closing the First World War, two nations emerged 
more embittered than all the rest. One of those na- 
tions, as could be expected, was Germany. The other 
was one of the victorious states, Italy. Italy’s bitter- 
ness stemmed from the fact that her people felt that 
they had not received a fair share of the spoils of 
war. 


Thus it was that in those two countries the peo- 
ple were prepared to listen to the claims of self- 
proclaimed champions of their nations’ greatness 
who asserted that once they came to power never 
again would their people suffer humiliation at a con- 
ference table. Economic instability and the impo- 
tence of political forces then in control aided those 
opportunists of Italy and Germany. Thereupon, 
Mussolini and Hitler emerged as leaders and ulti- 
mately as dictators, and thereafter Europe was to 
know no peace while those two lived. 

As the dictators of Italy and Germany went 
about wrecking the peace, and particularly as Hitler 
set out to abrogate the terms of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles, the question at once arises as to what the 
victors of World War I did to preserve their victory. 


eh 


Machinery designed to guarantee the treaty terms 
had been established by the Allies at the peace con- 
ference. A League of Nations had been established, 
a League intended to correct any mistakes made at 
Versailles and designed to prevent future wars by 
cooperative action against aggressor nations. 


During the two decades between the two World 
Wars, the League of Nations proved powerless to 
enforce the noble principles upon which it had been 
founded. The refusal of the United States to par- 
ticipate got the League off to a bad start, and there- 
after few successes marked the history of the organ- 
ization. In time it became apparent that the leading 
states in the League of Nations were making no 
honest effort to preserve world order; instead they 
were using the League as an agency to protect their 
own interests. Thus the League was guilty of ignor- 
ing Asiatic quarrels that were of slight concern to 
the major members, whereas Mediterranean or Afri- 
can controversies involving identical principles would 
cause the strong powers to prod the League into 
action. As a consequence the League of Nations lost 
world favor and influence. And thus was the peace 
after the First World War lost. 


The first of the post-war dictators to rise to 
power was Benito Mussolini in Italy. As organizer 
of the new political party, the Fascist Party, Mus- 
solini slowly gained national attention; and with the 
weakening of rival factions, the Fascists in time 
come to control both politicians and army. In Octo- 
ber, 1922, Mussolini became prime minister, a title 
he later changed to “Duce” or leader. Although the 
Duce maintained the fiction of constitutionalism in 
his system of government, he year by year assumed 
increasingly dictatorial authority until finally the 
Fascists were written into the constitution as the 
only legal party. 

Ten years later Adolf Hitler was to complete his 
seizure of power in Germany. Hitler too was a party 
organizer, his faction, similar in ideology and pur- 
poses to Mussolini’s Fascism, being the National 
Socialist or ““Nazi’’ Party. The program of the Nazis 
as early as 1920 was clearly revealed as a source of 
trouble. It denounced the Treaty of Versailles and 
urged the union of all Germans in a great new Ger- 
man Empire. Hitler’s frenzied oratory promising a 
restoration of German greatness created enthusiasm 
among his listeners, and each succeeding election 
added strength in the German parliament for the 
Nazis. In January, 1933, Hitler became the consti- 
tutional chancellor of Germany. Within four months 
the constitution which had enabled Hitler to gain 
power had been overthrown, the Third Reich had 
been proclaimed, and the Hitler dictatorship was at 
hand. 


The methods by which Mussolini and Hitler had 
established themselves as dictators, the promises 
they had made, their use of the military, all gave 
warning to the world that attempts to override the 
League of Nations in an effort to gain territory and 
prestige would soon be made by both leaders. The 
world did not have long to wait. 


From the start of Hitler’s campaign for leader- 
ship in Germany, the “Fuehrer” had persistently 
denounced the Treaty of Versailles as the cause of 
all German ills. In March, 1935, he announced the 
repudiation of those terms of the treaty which had 
placed limitations on Germany’s right to maintain a 
large standing army. Universal military service was 
now established in Germany, and ‘a submarine and 
an air force second to none projected. This first of 
Hitler’s many breaches of treaty terms could have 
been instantly corrected by any one of the nations 
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for peace. Much of the Duce’s popular appeal had 
been based on an insistence that the Italian imperial 
domain be increased until its grandeur rivaled that of 
ancient Rome. One of the few remaining independent 
areas of Africa, Ethiopia, offered an opportunity 
for territorial aggrandisement. In October, 1935, 
despite the protests of the League of Nations and 
the hostile action of Great Britain in massing her 
fleet in the Mediterranean, Italian armies invaded 
Ethiopia. The only excuse offered was that Ethiopia 
was permitting disorders along the frontier of Italy’s 
colony, Eritrea. By May, 1936, the conquest of Ethi- 
opia had been completed. No democratic nation and 
no League member had offered Ethiopia any aid 
other than sympathy. 


While Mussolini was having his way in Africa, 
Hitler again threatened the general peace by taking 
still another step in his program of rearmament. In 
March, 1936, he dispatched German troops into the 
Rhineland, into a zone demilitarized by the Treaty 
of Versailles. This clear threat to France was al- 
lowed to go unchallenged; France manifested con- 
cern but took no forceful course to prevent the Ger- 
man action. 


The two dictators presently acted in concert to 
give Europe and the world another war threat. In 
October, 1936, they jointly intervened in a civil war 
in Spain. Three months before, an insurrection had 
broken out among Spanish royalists and conserva- 
tives who sought to overthrow a duly elected, con- 
stitutional republic. The leader of the rebels, Fran- 
cisco Franco, had ambitions to become a dictator in 
Spain, and not unnaturally the sympathies of Hitler 
and Mussolini were with him. Approximately 200,- 
000 Italian and German troops were sent to Spain 
to aid Franco, and those armies were abetted by 
tons of arms and munitions. The interests of the 
democratic nations, England, France, Russia, and 
the United States, were bound up with the republi- 
can government of Spain; and the people of all of 
those countries talked much, but did little, about aid 
for the forces opposed to Franco. While no help 
came from the democracries, as such, to the republic, 
many soldiers of fortune from democratic lands of- 
fered their services to that hard-pressed government. 
Thus with participants from so many nations in- 
volved, the Spanish Civil War was frequently re- 
ferred to as the “Little World War.” 


But again the dictators won out. The republic 
was beaten down, and Franco was finally, early in 
1939, established as Spain’s dictator. A further 
blow to the cause of democracy was the extension of 
Nazi influence into the Iberian Peninsula. For Spain 
held a strong position in the western end of the 
Mediterranean; German strength there was a men- 
ace to the commerce and prestige of Great Britain. 
Moreover, many felt that in Spain a battle had been 
waged between dictatorship and democracy with 
democracy coming out second best. Democratic na- 
tions and democracy as a system of government lost 
caste. 


Further crises that led Europe ever nearer war 
occurred in 1938. March, 1938, saw the ‘‘anschluss”’ 
or unification of Austria and Germany. The treaties 
closing the First World War left Austria a helpless 
fourth-rate state; and since its population was 
wholly Germanic, Austria was obviously to be an 
early Nazi objective. After a preliminary softening 
of the Austrian government by edging Nazis into 
positions of influence, Hitler gave the signal for his 
armies to march into Austria. Four days later the 
Fuehrer rode in triumph down the streets of a cheer- 
ing Vienna, the bloodless conquest having been com- 
pleted. By that one stroke 7,000,000 Germans were 
added to the Nazi’s growth strength. 
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throughout which the Czechs had constructé 
fications for defense against Germany. As 
pressure mounted, Czechoslovakia made it clear 
she was determined to save the Sudetenland b 
if necessary. Since France and Russia were 
by treaty to defend the Czechs, and since England 
could be expected to offer aid, it began to appear 
that this was the crisis that would at last start war 
in Europe. 


Hitler and his foreign minister Von Ribbentrop 
made use of every trick in the diplomat’s repertoire 
to bring about the annexation of the Sudetenland 
without war. The prime minister of England, Ne- 
ville Chamberlain, the premier of France, Edouard 
Daladier, and the two dictators of Germany and 
Italy held a series of conversations on the Czech 
problem; and thus it came about that the fate of 
Czechoslovakia was sealed not on the battlefields of 
central Europe but rather in the conference rooms 
at Berchtesgaden, Godesberg, and Munich. 


The climax came at Munich during the last two 
days of September, 1938. There Chamberlain, Dala- 
dier, Hitler, and Mussolini gathered and reached an 
agreement. Their joint statement to President Ed- 
ward Benes of Czechoslovakia amounted to an ulti- 
matum: the Czechs must accede to the German de- 
mands for the Sudetenland. With her allies deter- 
mined to sell her out in order to preserve peace, or 
at least to postpone war, Czechoslovakia had no other 
course but to yield. 


Chamberlain thus could return to London to an- 
nounce that the Munich Conference had secured 
“peace for our time.” This complacent attitude was 
rudely jarred the following March when Hitler, de- 
spite his pre-Munich profession that the Sudeten- 
land would be his last territorial demand in Europe, 
took over control of all Czechoslovakia by making it 
a protectorate. 


Within a year after the Munich Conference, the 
Second World War had begun. For it developed that 
the Sudeten area, far from being Hitler’s last terri- 
torial demand in Europe, was but a preliminary. 
First came the pocketing of the remainder of Czech- 
oslovakia in March, 1939. Later in the same month 
Hitler went on to a “demand” for Memel in Lithu- 
ania. Now it was Mussolini’s turn to “demand”; in 
April, 1339, Italian troops invaded Albania and 
within a few weeks all resistance had been sup- 
pressed. It began to appear that there would be no 
end to German and Italian “demands” and further 
that success would attend their every move as the 
democracies pursued their course of appeasement. 


At last in September, 1939, Hitler made what 
was to prove to be an actual last territorial demand 
in Europe. This time Europe was confronted with a 
crisis that could not be passed without war. The 
Second World War was at hand. 


The place was Poland. In building up pressure 
against Poland as a prelude to the appropriation of 
Polish territory, Hitler followed what was by that 
time a familiar pattern. First came the appeal to 
the world in the form of a citation of the wrongs 
done Germany by the signatories to the Treaty of 
Versailles together with a frenzied insistence that 
the Polish Corridor and Danzig be restored to the 
Third Reich. Second, came the usual charge that 
the Poles were mistreating their German subjects. 
Third, Nazi troops were gathered on the borders fac- 
ing Poland, and large forces were transported by 
sea to East Prussia, which lay east..of ,the Polish 
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cement, on August 23, 1939, of the 
i pact electrified the democratic world. 
Soviet and Nazi philosophies were so com- 
variance, since Hitler’s earlier written and 
spoken words had been so openly anti-Russian, since 
Hitler had so ruthlessly suppressed communism 
within Germany, and, finally, since Hitler’s an- 
nounced territorial ambitions included Russian hold- 








alliance between Germany and Russia a possibility. 
In fact, the principal purpose of Prime Minister 
P Chamberlain at Munich appears to have been to lend 
| encouragement to a war between Russia and Ger- 
many, a war in which Nazis and Communists could 
decimate each other’s ranks while the democratic 
states watched without visible pain or regret. 


This Chamberlain anti-Soviet policy seems to 
have been largely responsible for driving Premier 
Stalin of Russia temporarily into the Nazi camp. 
No action of Stalin after August, 1939, indicated 
that he believed that the pact with Hitler offered 
permanent satiety for Russia; on the contrary he 
moved swiftly to make the Soviet Republic as secure 
as -possible against Nazi attack. When the Non- 
Aggression Pact became a scrap of paper two years 
later, Russia was ready. 


But the democracies were not ready for the 
treaty when it was announced in August of 1939. 
The removal of the danger of attack by Russia, 
hitherto cne of the greatest checks to aggressive 
action on the part of Hitler, meant that a European 
war was brought that much closer. And contrary to 
Chamberlsin’s fatuous dreams, it would be a war 
between democracy and Nazzism, not between Ger- 
many and kKussia. The consternation of England 
and France was one of the major accomplishments 
of the Soviet-Nazi pact sought by Hitler. Indeed, he 
may have invaded Poland feeling that the British 
and French would be too overwhelmed to offer op- 
position. 


This time, however, there was no appeasement. 
The people of both Great Britain and France real- 
ized that their nations were unprepared to wage 
war, but, nevertheless, they were insistent that there 
be no more conferences such as the one held at 
Munich. From March until September of 1939, the 
French and British ministers announced on several 
oceasions their determination to make war to aid 
Poland in any fight for independence. Three times 
in that same period the President of the United 
States, Franklin D. Roosevelt, made direct appeals 
to Hitler and Mussolini urging a peaceful adjust- 
ment of all differences, all without result. War was 
the only instrument of policy that remained. 
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During the period immediately Rolicwing the © 


First World War, histories of the conflict custom- 


arily assigned the full responsibility for the war to 
Germany and her central European allies. Within a 
decade, however, a new school of “revisionist” his- 
torians had arisen to debate with those who wrote of 
German blame from the traditional point of view. 
The revisionists, while admitting German and Aus- 
trian wrong-doing, contended that a study of the 
African and the Near Eastern crises that preceeded 
the outbreak of war showed that the Allies, England 
and France and Russia and Serbia, must share the 
blame. As more and more official documents were 
made public property by the nations of the world, 
the traditionalists and revisionists sifted the papers 
carefully in search of quotations with which to bol- 
ster their arguments. In time the revisionists suc- 
ceeded in gaining the admission that the Allies had 
not been entirely blameless, and perhaps a majority 
of the students of history came to feel that the guilt 
for the First World War was shared about equally 
by Allied and Central Powers. 


As the Second World War draws to a close, it is 
difficult to believe that a revisionist school of his- 
torians will get much of a hearing in the decade that 
follows the conclusion of the war. As the secret 
state papers of all nations become open pages to 
scholars, doubtless it will be possible to show that 
various Allied statesmen would bave done better to 
let this thing or that be left unsaid or undone. And 
probably a certain amount of blame will be attached 
to the Allies for their misguided policy after the 
First World War, a policy which should have been 
either less severe at the writing of the peace or more 
severe in the enforcing of it. 


Yet a consideration of the crises which scrved as 
a prelude to the Second World War shows Germany 
and Italy almost wholly in the wrong. The crises 
that marked the way down the road to war included 
the mil'tarization of the Rhineland, the intervention 
in the Spanish Civil War, the conquest of Ethiopia, 
the annexation of Austria, the seizure of the Sude- 
tenland, the absorbing of Czechoslovakia, the ravish- 
ing of Albania, the pocketing of Memel, and the in- 
vasion of Poland. Each succeeding crisis brought 
Europe nearer to war, and the yielding of one side 
or the other was necessary to prevent the outbreak 
of conflict. In no instance did Hitler or Mussolini 
yield; each time the objective they had set out to 
obtain was fully achieved. The Munich Conference 
symbolizes at once the Allied desire for peace and 
their lack of a resolute policy. The revisionists will 
find it difficult to find the democracies guilty of 
anything except the unfortunate possession of inept 
leadership. The guilt of causing the Second World 
War in Europe rests squarely with the dictators of 
Germany and Italy. 
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On September 1, 1939, Adolf Hitler stood before 
the German parliamentary body and announced that 
since early morning war had been in progress be- 
tween Germany and Poland. He wore the field-gray 
uniform of the German officer, and he told his audi- 
ence that he would not take it off until victory had 
been won. German successes in the first year of 
war made it appear that Hitler might be able to put 
aside his field-gray tunic sooner than he could pos- 
sible have hoped. The Battle of Poland, the invasion 
of Denmark and Norway, the Battle of the Low 
Countries, and the Battle of France were marked by 
sensational Nazi victories. Only in the Battle of 
Britain did Hitler’s plans fail to materialize. 


That year of conflict illustrates clearly the ad- 
vantage that Germany held as a result of its decade 
of preparation for war. Nearly all of Germany’s 
industry had been geared to the production of weap- 
ons, the Nazi philosophy being that the deprivation 
of comforts was worth while in view of the advan- 
tages to be gained later. This policy of “guns rather 
than butter” provided Germany with such a store of 
war materials that the Nazis were able to take and 
hold the offensive throughout the first three years of 
war. It was a policy, moreover, that very nearly 
brought total victory. 


Against Poland, Hitler had at battle stations not 
less than a million men, while only half that number 
of Poles were immediately available. Field Marshal 
Hermann Goering had 7,000 first-line planes ready 
and waiting, and the Nazis actually used over 2,000 
planes against Poland. In their defense the Poles 
were able to muster less than 700 aircraft. More- 
over, the Germans had overwhelming strength in 
armored and mechanized might. Poland had almost 
no motorized equipment, and against Germany’s 
armored divisions the Polish cavalry could scarcely 
be expected to make a successful stand. 


In addition the Germans had all the geographic 
factors in their favor. Poland was a nation pos- 
sessed of few natural barriers in the form of rivers 
or seas or mountains that might offer an obstacle 
to an aggressor. Poland’s flat plains made defense 
against mechanized attack virtually impossible for a 
country without armored divisions of its own. Fin- 
ally, Poland’s isolated position on the map of Europe 
rendered the possibilities for aid from England and 
France negligible. The French armies were held 
back from a concerted attack of diversion by the 
German “west wall” of concrete fortifications and 
pillboxes facing France; and since Great Britain’s 
navy could gain no entrance to the Baltic Sea, it was 
of little value to a nation without a coast line. And 
neither France nor England had a large enough air 
force to divert the German Luftwaffe. 


Reduced then to a contest simply between power- 
ful Germany and powerless Poland, the unequal 
struggle was not of long duration. Considering the 
overwhelming odds against them, the Poles put up a 
valiant fight; but cavalry was not a match for tanks, 
and infantry could offer no defense against dive 
bombers. 


The German air force opened the attack by de- 
livering paralyzing blows from which the Poles 
never recovered. The first action of the war, in fact, 
was the dawn bombing of Polish air fields. Thus by 
the time the Poles knew their nation was at war 
most of their planes had been put out of commission, 
and the majority of Polish planes were never able to 
take to the air. Thereafter the Nazis had complete 
command of the air, an advantage that was fully 
exploited. Communications were soon torn apart. 
Polish ground forces were continuously strafed. And 
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The armies of Von Brauchitsch, Von Bock, and 
Von Rundstedt completed the work of destruction. 
Their strategy was to separate Marshal Smigly- 
Rydz’s forces by driving wedges between units and 
then to encircle them. In this fashion the Polish 
armies were broken up and destroyed. The destruc- 
tion took less than five weeks. On September 27, 
1939, Warsaw was forced to end its heroic stand, 
and a few days later the unequal struggle was 
ended. Europe and the world were thus introduced 
to the Nazi lightning war, blitzkrieg. 


Not all of Poland fell to Hitler, however, for as 
the Battle of Poland neared an end unwelcome aid 
was thrust upon the Germans by their Soviet ally. 
Ten days before Warsaw surrendered, Russian ar- 
mies moved across the Polish eastern frontier and 
occupied half of the country. Nevertheless the over- 
running of Poland had given the Nazis the resources 
of 73,000 square miles of territory and the command 
of 22,000,000 people. 


From October, 1939, to April, 1940, virtually all 
land operations between the opposing forces came 
to a halt. As a result the neutral press came to 
refer to the war as a “sitzkrieg” and as a “phony 
war.” The explanation for this period of inactivity, 
according to Chamberlain and Daladier, was that 
the fortifications of the Maginot Line guarding 
France offered such an obstacle to the Nazis that 
they would never dare to open an offensive against 
the combined British and French forces guarding 
the approaches to France. The Allies, said Chamber- 
lain, had plenty of time in which to accumulate suf- 
ficient materials of war with which to overpower 
Germany. There were some who hoped that a block- 
ade of Germany by the British fleet would bring 
about the collapse of the Nazis by the same process 
of starvation that had defeated the Prussians in 
1918. 


Only at sea was the war pressed with any vigor. 
German submarines again began to stalk British 
shipping, and early in the war the sinking of mer- 
chant vessels began to be a regular occurrence. 
More disastrous to the British was the torpedoing 
of the aircraft carrier Courageous in September, 
1939, and the sinking of the battleship Royal Oak a 
month later. In December, however, the British re- 
taliated by battering the German pocket battleship, 
the Graf Spee, to such an extent that it was scuttled 
by its crew. 


With the approach of spring and better weather, 
the warring opponents again offered proof that this 
was to be no “phony war.” The scene of the new 
activity was Denmark and Norway. On April 8, 
1940, the British announced that they had mined 
the seas off Norway to prevent Germany from using 
Norwegian territorial waters as a route for her 
merchant shipping. This action would have brought 
to an end the transshipment of iron ore from Sweden 
by way of the Norwegian city of Narvik. 


Immediate retaliation came from Germany; the 
British action was a signal for the opening of a 
Nazi operation that had long been in preparation. 
On April 9, 1940, German troops simultaneously in- 
vaded Denmark and Norway. Hitler gave as his ex- 
cuse for the invasion of these netural nations the 
British navy’s mining of Norway’s home waters. 
Yet the Nazi troops that moved on April 9, the day 
after the British announcement, were ready and 
waiting, and the prompt appearance of fifth col- 
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from Germany in transport planes. Tactics of 
that sort put Oslo, the Norwegian capital, in Nazi 
hands on the first day of the invasion. Meanwhile, 
all German efforts were seconded by pro-Nazi col- 
laborationists in Norway led by Vidkun Quisling 
whose name thereafter became synonymous with 
traitors, fifth columnists, and saboteurs everywhere. 


A week later, the British and French finally 
aroused themselves enough to send a small expedition 
of less than 15,000 men to Norway. Outnumbered 
ten to one this Allied force could not have been ex- 
pected to expel the Germans, who had spent a week 
in securing their position. Within a few days the 
Allies were forced to withdraw. 


Defeat in Norway was the last failure the British 
people were willing to accept from Prime Minister 
Neville Chamberlain. To the last Chamberlain per- 
sisted in demonstrating his lack of understanding of 
the desperate position of England. Only a short 
while before Hitler’s invasion of Denmark and Nor- 
way, Chamberlain announced that the Fuehrer’s in- 
activity during the winter had enabled Allied fac- 
tories to catch up in the production of munitions. 
Hitler, said Chamberlain, had “missed the bus.” 
That announcement made the news from Norway 
all the more disappointing, and the House of Com- 
mons thereupon gave expression to that feeling of 
disappointment and dismay by voting Chamberlain 
out of office. Upon Chamberlain’s resignation, Win- 
ston Churchill, a frequent critic of the “too little 
and too late’”’ policy of his predecessor’s administra- 
tion, was named as the new head of the British 
government. 


In France also the Norwegian debacle had 
created a cabinet crisis, although the differences of 
the cabinet ministers had not yet been made public. 
Two months earlier, the French people had forced 
Daladier from office, and Paul Reynaud had suc- 
ceeded him as Premier. As a result of Nazi suc- 
cess in Norway, Reynaud determined to get rid of 
General Gamelin, the commander in chief of the 
armies of France. General Gamelin had strong sup- 
port among the cabinet members, and Reynaud had 
made up his mind to seek a show-down on the issue. 


Yet before a decision could be reached, Hitler 
struck again by sending his troops into Holland, 
Belgium, and Luxembourg. The cabinet quieted its 
bickering, and Reynaud postponed the removal of 
Gamelin. Again Hitler had chosen his time for an 
offensive well. Both England and France were now 
forced to fight for their existence at a time when the 
central administration of each nation was badly 
divided. The prospect was discouraging enough to 
prompt Winston Churchill to warn the people of the 
Allied nations in realistic terms that all he could 
offer was “blood, toil, tears, and sweat.” 


On May 10, 1940, Germany fell upon the Low 
Countries without warning, without the issuance of 
an ultimatum. While these small nations were not 
defenseless, they had less than a million men and 
a thousand planes between them. This deficiency in 
numbers was in part made up when the French ar- 
mies and the British Expeditionary Force moved 
northward to the aid of Holland and Belgium. 


Yet from the outset the Allies were impeded by 
their long-standing policy of defensive warfare. 
Long before the war began, France had prepared for 
a future contest with Germany by constructing the 
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undoing. 


The German Difensive tactics for a war on 
France had been developed by General Von Schlief- 


fen long before the First World War began. The 


Schlieffen Plan called for a vast enveloping move- 
ment by German armies advancing through Belgium 
and northern France in wide sweeping arcs that 
stretched from a pivot in eastern France on to the 
sea. In this fashion, the Germans intended to push 
the French army before them until they could be 
hammered against German forces lining the eastern 
frontier of France. The Schlieffen Plan had almost 
been made to work by the German armies of 1914; 
the plan was made to function smoothly by the 
Nazis of 1940. 


In opening their drive, the Nazis used the tactics. 
of blitzkrieg which by this time had become stand- 
ardized. Secret agents and fifth columnists proved 
effective again in Holland, and on this occasion they 
were aided by thousands of parachutists. Again the 
Luftwaffe smothered opposing air forces and bombed 
into ineffectiveness Allied air fields. Again major 
cities were made to feel the frightfulness of Nazi 
“schrecklichkeit,” a practiced, studied, and system- 
atic policy of terror. Again armored columns pene- 
trated far into Allied territory destroying communi- 
cations and driving opening wedges that infantry 
could later exploit. Again the Nazi advance was so 
swift that vital bridges fell into alien hands before 
they could be destroyed. Fortresses hitherto con- 
sidered impossible to storm were quickly captured; 
and road blocks and cut dikes failed to slow down 
the Nazi thrusts. 


Dutch resistance against such a blitzkrieg lasted 
only five days. Rotterdam, with much of the city 
destroyed by bombardment, capitulated in one day. 
Queen Wilhelmina and her cabinet ministers were 
forced to flee to London, and on May 14 The Nether- 
lands joined Poland, Denmark, and Norway as a 
Nazi conquest. 


The German blitzkrieg in Belgium steadily in- 
creased in violence. The Belgian Meuse River and 
the Albert Canal had been crossed by the Nazis on 
May 10 and thereby the Allies lost their forward 
line. Attempts of the High Command to establish a 
stable line of defense thereafter proved only tem- 
porarily effective. On May 12 the Meuse was again 
forced farther south at Sedan, and General Gamelin 
was compelled to draw his armies back. The break- 
through at Sedan, lying north of the Maginot Line, 
made the position of Allied troops in Belgium unten- 
able, and the widening of this Nazi spearhead in time 
rendered the Maginot Line useless and left France 
wide open to attack. The Battle of Sedan was the 
decisive battle of the campaigns in Belgium and 
France. 


As soon as the Nazis had made their position at 
Sedan secure, their panzer divisions began a race 
westward to the sea. On May 21, they reached the 
English Channel at Abbeville, and promptly they 
swung northward to trap the British and French 
armies. It was while this immense encircling move- 
ment was in progress that General Gamelin was re- 
lieved of his command and _ seventy-three-year-old 
General Maxime Weygand was named as his succes- 
sor as leader of a cause already lost. 


The blame for the French defeat subsequently 
was assigned to Gamelin and many felt that his was 
a criminal guilt. Yet Gamelin cannot alone be cen- 
sured. Premier Reynaud, certainly no apologist for 
Gamelin, probably gave the most accurate estimate 
of the reason for France’s military failure in an ad- 
dress to the French Senate. ‘‘The truth is,” he said, 
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and airplanes. Gamelin had studied military tactics 
in the wrong school. 


It was too late, however, for the Allies to talk 
of assuming the offensive. The Germans continued 
to press their attack north of Abbeville. Boulogne 
was the next port to fall to the Nazis, and by May 26 
the stubborn British defense of Calais had been 
overcome. Only Dunkirk remained in Allied hands 
as a port from which to evacuate the considerable 
force encircled in Flanders; and when on May 28 
King Leopold of Belgium accepted the German de- 
mand of unconditional surrender of all of Beligum, 
it appeared that the Nazi’s giant pincers would now 
be snapped shut on Dunkirk. 


On May 29 the evacuation of Dunkirk began. 
The Luftwaffe was held back by the British Royal 
Air Force, and the British Navy, making use of any- 
thing that would float, carried the trapped Allied 
troops to safety in England. 300,000 men were saved 
in that gallant action, but 50,000 men were left be- 
hind either dead or prisoners. All equipment had to 
be abandoned on the Flemish beaches. The Battle of 
Flanders could be marked down as another Allied 
disaster. 

Now began the Battle of France. While the Ger- 
mans were concentrating their attention on Dunkirk, 
Gencral Weygand sought to reestablish a French 
line along the Somme and Aisne rivers. Yet by 
June 8 the Somme line had been breached and ail 
efforts to restore a front thereafter failed. On June 
14 the Germans entered Paris, and all realized that 
the Battle of France was at an end. On June 16 
Reynaud was replaced by Marshal Henri Petain as 
Premier, and promptly Petain asked for an armi- 
stice. 


On June 21, at Compiégene, in the same railway 
car used to work out the terms of the armistice of 
1918, French representatives met a German delega- 
tion and received the terms of surrender. By these 
terms, northern France was to be occupied by the 
Nazis, and a pro-Nazi French government, headed 
by Petain, was permitted to hold nominal control in 
the south. Thus died the Republic of France. 


Some in France, however, refused to let the ideals 
of democracy and republicanism come to an end. 
Led by General Charles de Gaulle, they made their 
way to England and there organized a French Na- 
tional Committee to serve as a working government 
for the ‘Free French.” Especially did they seek to 
keep resistance in the colonies alive and to prevent 
hope from dying within France. 


Prophetically Winston Churchill on July 14, Bas- 
tille Day, spoke to the French and to the free world: 
“Who could foresee what the course of a year would 
bring? Who can foresee what the course of other 
years will bring? Faith is given to us as a help and 
comfort when we stand in awe before the unfurling 
scroll of human destiny. And I proclaim my faith 
that some of us will live to see a Fourteenth of July 
when a liberated France will once again rejoice in 
her greatness and in her glory, and once again stand 
forward as the champion of the freedom and the 
rights of man. When that day dawns, as dawn it 
will, the soul of France will turn with comprehen- 
sion and kindness to those Frenchmen and French- 
women, wherever they may be, who in the darkest 
hour did not despair of the Republic.” 


Similar words of encouragement Prime Minister 
Churchill was having to utter to the people of the 
British Empire, for now the British were alone. 
The Battle of Britain would soon reveal whether 
England was to suffer the same fate of all other 
nations upon whom the Nazis had unleased their 
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- The fall of France brought Eritions to ful 
ization, for the first time, the danger that 
empire faced. Until then they had refused to be-— 
lieve that they might lose the war. Now all -com- 
placency was gone. After nearly a year of fight- 
ing, the English finally entered on a program of. 
full-time, full-scale armanent production. Workers, 
regardless of age or sex, were drafted for employ- 
ment in munitions plants. A civilain home guard of 
500,000 was organized. Trenches, pillboxes, and air 
raid shelters were prepared in city parks and along 
the streets. Barrage balloons were put up over Lon- 
don to entangle low flying enemy bombers. If the 
Nazis tiied invasion, the British were determined to 
make the venture costly. 


Hitler and his High Command elected to bomb 
England into capitulation. Just as terror by aerial 
bombardment had forced Warsaw and Rotterdam to 
surrender, so would London and other English cities, 
according to the Nazi plan, be compelled to yield. 
On August 8, 1940, the blitz by air on England be- 
gan and from that time until October the attacks 
continued. Military, industrial, and residential areas 
were pounded in turn. In the month from August 8 
to September 5, sixty major German attacks were 
made on such targets as the Portsmouth naval base, 
the industrial sections of Birmingham, Manchester, 
Plymouth, and Belfast, the Croydon airport, the 
port of Liverpool, and, continuously, the city of 
London. 











The Royal Air Force used sparingly the seven 
hundred fighter planes available at the start of the 
blitz. Airfields were scattered throughout the coun- 
tryside in order to avoid the danger of concentrating 
too many planes where a single enemy attack might 
bring disaster. The British fighter planes were held 
out of hopeless engagements; risks were run only 
when the conditions were entirely favorable. It was 
a policy that saved the R.A.F., and the R.A.F. saved 
England. 


On one day, one squadron of Spitfires took to the 
air twenty-one separate times to attack raiding Nazi 
bombers. On another occasion, two flights of 250 
German planes each were met over London by Hur- 
ricanes and Spitfires during a noon raid, and not 
less than 185 of the Nazi ships were knocked out of 
the air. Thereafter the Germans saw fit to switch 
from daylight raids to night bombing. Small though 
the English force was, the pilots were skilled and 
courageous enough to prevent bombers from flying 
at tree-top level over British cities; London was never 
the easy target that helpless, defenseless Rotterdam 
and Warsaw had been. 


Civilians too showed remarkable powers of en- 
durance. A million went at nights to sleep out the 
ceaseless raids in subway stations. Other millions 
worked tirelessly to dig away rubble and to fight 
fires. Civilian morale refused to be broken by the 
Nazi schrecklichkeit. The terroristic raids simply 
made them more doggedly determined. 


In October, the foggy weather of winter made 
air attacks on England more hazardous, and there- 
after strikes of the Luftwaffe were less frequent. 
Occasional nuisance raids were made, and before the 
end of the year two of the worst attacks of the blitz 
were delivered. On November 14, some 500 German 
planes blasted Coventry and almost leveled the city. 
Then on December 29, London was set aflame by an 
incendiary bomb assault that ruined a square mile 
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emphasized. As long as Great Britain remained un- 
defeated, Hitler could not be completely successful; 
just as Prigland over a century before had thwarted 
Napoleon so now Hitler was to be thwarted. As long 
as Britain’s isles remained free, they would be able 
to serve as a base of operations for a fight for 
freedom. 





Hitler had come close to European victory. But 
the Battle of Britain had not gone his way. 


3 ) CHAPTER III 


New Fronts 


Failure of Hitler to achieve a quick victory in 
the Battle of Britain forced him to turn to other 
sections where new fronts could be established. Rea- 
sons of strategy, as well as the need for natural re- 
sources, caused him to wheel his war machine in the 
direction of the Mediterranean Sea, the Balkan Pen- 
insula, and the Soviet Union. 


The Mediterranean has for many centuries been 
the scene of conflict between contending powers 
seeking to control the trade and politics of the sur- 
rounding lands. Not alone are the neighboring states 


such as Italy concerned with the control of the Medi-. 


terranean; equally interested are the distant nations 
that want to use the old Middle Sea for a route for 
trade. For example, Russia is always on the alert to 
prevent any nation from endangering her access to 
the Mediterranean from the Black Sea; and Great 
Britain jealously guards Gibraltar at the western 
end of the Mediterranean, Cyprus at the eastern end, 
and Malta at the half-way point, in order to be sure 
that the British channel of commerce between Eng- 
land and India will be kept open. 


One way for Germany to strike at Britain, then, 
would be to attempt to cut that “life-line” of em- 
pire. North Africa had already been the scene of 
military activity since the rivals of the British there 
had been on the move from the time that the Nazis 
had begun to menace the British Isles. Italy, par- 
ticularly, had challenged Britain, and the Italian 
colony of Libya had become a base from which Mus- 
solini planned to extend his own empire at the ex- 
pense of the British. 


Italy had entered the war on the side of its Axis 
partner, Germany, in the last days of the Battle of 
France. On June 10, 1940, within two weeks of the 
date on which France surrendered, Italy abandoned 
its position as a “non-belligerent ally” of Germany 
and declared war on the Allies. It was evident that 
Mussolini felt that he might not be able to profit 
from the division of conquered Allied territory un- 
less he brought Italy into actual participation in the 
war. Some of the spoils he sought lay in North and 
East Africa. 


By the end of the summer of 1940, the Italians 
had massed an array of power in the northern and 
eastern sections of Africa. Approximately 300,000 
men had been concentrated in Libya, and about 200,- 
000 had been gathered in Italian East Africa. To 
supplement: these ground troops, a considerable air 
force, using bases in Sicily and Libya, was in con- 
stant operation. Axis air power had succeeded in 
driving British merchant ships out of the Mediter- 
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ranean, and England’s supply ships to Egypt were 
having to round the southern tip of Africa at the 
Cape of Good Hope. Thus thirteen weeks were added 
to the length of time it took to complete the voyage. 
Then to make matters worse the Italians in East 
Africa seized areas of British Kenya and the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan, conquered British Somaliland, and 
thereby threatened the use of the Red Sea by Allied 
ships. 

Finally, on September 138, 1940, the Italians 
opened a drive from Libya which it was hoped would 
carry them through Egypt and on to the Suez Canal. 
Marshal Graziani’s attack went well until the Ital- 
jians reached Sidi Barrani across the Egyptian fron- 
tier, but at that point the Italians came to a halt 
and remained inactive for three months. 


When active fighting was renewed in Egypt, it 
was the British, under the command of General Sir 
Archibald Wavell, that held the initiative. The Brit- 
ish launched a surprise attack on December 9 against 
the Italians’ southern flank outside of Sidi Barrani, 
and for weeks thereafter armored and motorized 
units of the British kept the Italians on the verge 
of disaster. The main Fascist force was thrown back 
five hundred miles across the deserts of Egypt and 
Cyrenaica, and British patrols stabbed deep into the 
heart of Libya. By February 8, 1941, General 
Wavell’s army had captured El Agheila in Libya. 
With only 33,000 men the British general took 133,- 
000 prisoners and captured 420 tanks and 1,300 
guns. Wavell, in this fashion, proved that Allied 
commanders could also master the technique of 
blitzkrieg. 

Other British forces were ordered by General 
Wavell to open a drive against Italian troops hold- 
ing territories in East Africa. Throughout 1941 the 
struggle continued. By spring Somaliland had been 
recovered, Italian Eritrea had been seized, and Ethi- 
opia had been freed. By the end of the year the last 
pockets of Italian resistance in East Africa had 
been eliminated. German aid at this point was the 
only factor that saved the Italian African Empire 
from immediate extinction. 


In other sections of Africa and of the Near East, 
Allied energies had to be devoted to a considerable 
variety of military actions. At the time of the fall 
of France and the ensuing establishment of the 
Petain government at Vichy, a great deal of concern 
had been shown by Axis and Allies alike over the 
control of the colonies of France. Equally pressing 
was the problem of the management of the French 
fleet. With so much military activity in North and 
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The issue of the French fleet was p 
tled in July, 1940, when the British took such s 
as were deemed necessary to keep the French vessels 
from falling into German hands. Surrender of the 
French fleet to Hitler would have taken from Eng- 
land the one advantage she still held in her death 
struggle with Germany. Consequently in all ports 
where French craft were stationed, British seaman 
on July 3 seized or sank as much of the French navy 
as could be reached. In the British Isles two battle- 
ships, two light cruisers, submarines, and some two 
hundred mine-sweepers and anti-submarine chasers 
were boarded. In the Mediterranean, warships at 
Alexandria surrendered without offering too much 
opposition, but a tremendous naval engagement oc- 
curred between the fleets of the former allies in the 
bay of Oran on the Algerian coast. In the Battle of 
Oran three of four French capital ships were sunk, 
and only one, the Strasbourg, managed to make good 
its escape to France. 


The “Free French,” organized and led by General 
de Gaulle, did everything within their power to turn 
the colonies against the Vichy government. At times 
the Free French joined with the British and en- 
gaged in open battle with the Vichy French, the 
most notable occasion being at Dakar in September, 
1940. 


Dakar was a French stronghold in West Africa, 
defended by strong shore batteries and some naval 
units, including the powerful Richelieu, stationed in 
the harbor. A British fleet and a large contingent of 
Free French made the attack, but Dakar’s defenses 
were too strong. After three days of futile and 
costly effort, the attempt to storm the prized port 
had to be abandoned. Allied failure was attributed 
to the refusal of the residents of Dakar to rally to 
the leadership of General de Gaulle. 


Collaboration between the British and the Free 
French was more successful in Syria, but again 
Vichy French resistance within the colony exceeded 
Allied expectations. In time, however, Syria was 
overrun by the Allies. Surprisingly the Axis al- 
lowed Syria to fall without making any attempt to 
send aid. On July 12, 1941, British control of the 
area was recognized. 


Meanwhile, the Nazis had not failed to be alert 
to the importance of the struggle in North Africa. 
The defeat of the Italians at the hands of Wavell’s 
British columns made it necessary that Germany 
take an active part in the campaign. By the spring 
of 1941, the Germans had flown enough men and 
supplies across the Mediterranean to launch an of- 
fensive of their own. 


On March 24, 1941, the German Afrika Korps 
struck. The commander of this force, General Erwin 
Rommel was then a comparative unknown, but in 
time he was to be recognized as one of the most re- 
sourceful of Nazi marshals. He chose his time of 
attack well, at a time when the British were heavily 
involved in the Balkans and in East Africa; and 
since his men and materiel had been flown to Tripoli 
in secret, the all-out offensive was a complete sur- 
prise. General Wavell’s depleted army proved to be 
no match for the Afrika Korps. All British bases 
in Libya, wrested from the Italians two months be- 
fore, had to be abandoned. By the middle of May, 
the British had retreated again to the Egyptian fron- 
tier; only at Tobruk did a courageous British garri- 
son hold out against the Nazis. Rommel might have 
swept across Egypt to Suez had not the Berlin High 
Command refused to send reinforcements. 





This time it was the Nazis who were too con- 
cerned with events in Europe to have enough men 
for an African campaign. Hitler had thrown his 
armies against the Soviet Union and he had no men 
to spare for Rommel. The British were not slow to 
take advantage. 
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the course of the war had been disastrous for 
British. In the Balkan Peninsula the Nazis had been 
able to have their way, regardless of the amount of _ 
opposition. More often than not there had been no 
opposition at all. Bee 


In Hitler’s gospel of Naziism, Mein Kampf, the | om 
Fuehrer revealed that he was the inheritor and “3 
protagonist of the long-standing Pan-German doc- 
trine of a Drang nach Osten or “Drive to the 
East.” He envisioned a mighty German Empire 
stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Black, an em- 
pire which would include in addition to Germany the 
nations of Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hun- 
gary, Rumania, and the Russian Ukraine. Hitler 
sooner or later, therefore, was bound to turn to the 
Balkans in order to make that drive to the East 
which would make his dream of a great empire a 
reality. 


Some of the Balkan states became more or less 
willing collaborators with the Axis. Hungary, Bul- 
garia and Rumania had economic tie-ups with Ger- 
many; and since fascist factions were already strong 
in each land, their leaders allowed them to be drawn 
into an Axis alliance. They were all impressed with 
German victories in Western Europe, and all there- 
after were guilty of unneutral acts that caused 
Great Britain to break off diplomatic relations with 
each of them. 


The nature of the pressure placed on these small 
states of the Balkans actually left them no other 
course than to make hopeless war or to allow them- 
selves to be drawn into the Hitler orbit. Rumania, 
for example, held off from joining the Axis while 
Russia seized one province, Bessarabia, and the Nazi 
Foreign Minister Ribbentrop handed over another, 
Transylvania, to Hungary. Finally to save what was 
left Rumania’s desperate diplomats joined with the 
Axis. 


Two of the Balkan states, however, chose the 
course of hopeless war rather than to permit the 
Axis to have its way unopposed. Yugoslavia fought 
against the Nazis, and Greece struggled against both 
Italians and Germans. It is probable that neither 
the Greeks nor the Yugoslavs were greater lovers of 
freedom or more ardent nationalists than their 
neighbors; it is likely that each was simply more 
astute at picking the ultimate victors in World War 
II. Nevertheless, the stand of Greece and Yugo- 
slavia was a splendid tribute to the courage of their 
people. ‘ 


Greece was the first to be forced into the war. 
Once Mussolini had established himself on the east- 
ern shores of the Adriatic at the expense of Albania, 
the Greeks began to brace themselves against at- 
tack. Italian propagandists paved the way for this 
new aggression by publishing charges that the 
Greeks were permitting the British fleet to use their 
ports. At last, on October 28, 1940, the Italian gov- 
ernment demanded, as a guarantee that the Greeks 
had no intention of cooperating with the British, 
that Italian troops be allowed to occupy key posi- 
tions in Greece until the end of the war. The answer 
of tough old Premier George Metaxas to this ulti- 
matum was to mobilize the Greek army. Italian 
forces promptly violated the Albanian-Greek border. 

Within two weeks it was clear that the Fascists 








‘or very long. ris ee ier was 
indice 29, 1941, Premier 
Then two months later German le- 


mov is? some 60,000 of Wavell’s desert troops Reroee 
— the Mediterranean from Libya to aid the Greeks, the 
Nazis swept all opposition aside. On the fourth day 
of blitzkrieg, the strategic city of Salonika was in 
German control, and by that action the Nazis split 
the Greek armies in two. Athens fell to the Germans 
before the first month of warfare had ended. 


Again the British were compelled to withdraw by 
sea from an untenable position in a fashion remin- 
iscent of the Dunkirk retreat. Forced out of historic 
Thermopylae, the British made their way across the 
Gulf of Corinth to the isle of Crete. Against that 
stronghold the Germans opened a vigorous air as- 
sault; from May 4, 1941, to May 29, 1941, the at- 
tack continued. In ‘what was felt by many to be a 
dress rehearsal for a Nazi invasion of the British 
Isles, the Germans used paratroops, glider-borne 
forces, and heavy aerial bombardment to bring 
Crete to terms. The British withdrew yet another 
time; on this occasion to Egypt. Never had Allied 
prestige fallen so low. The Nazis had, at least tem- 
_ porarily, made good Von Ribbentrop’s boast made at 
the opening of the Greek struggle: “The German 
Armies will make it clear once and for all to Church- 
ill and his notorious war-mongering, intriguing allies 
that Great Britain has no chance in Europe.” 


As an adjunct to the Greek campaign, the Nazis . 


had simultaneously made war on a second non-coop- 
erative Balkan state, Yugoslavia. Prior to the actual 
outbreak of hostilitles the German government had 
followed its customary practice of bringing pressure 
to bear on Yugoslav leaders in an attempt to force 
them to yield without fighting. The leaders did at 
last give in but the people did not. When Premier 
Cvetkovitch announced that he and his cabinet had 
signed a pact with the Axis, a popular uprising 
drove from power not only the ministry but also the 
Prince Regent who had been acting for the youthful 
King Peter I. Peter was installed as ruler in his 
own right and a new prime minister and cabinet 
took charge. 


Immediately the Germans retaliated by attacking, 
on April 6, Belgrade without a declaration of war. 
The Yugoslavs fought back with courage in an un- 
even struggle that could have had only one outcome. 
Yugoslavia was surrounded by neighbors that had 
offered no resistance to Hitler’s demands, and from 
each of those adjoining jackal states German armies 
poured into Yugoslavia. From Austria, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, and Rumania came thirty-three Nazi divi- 
sions with the usual complement of mechanized and 
aerial forces. The Battle of Yugoslavia lasted only 
ten days. 


The Germans, on April 17, declared that all 
Yugoslav resistance had ceased, but events were to 
prove that the announcement was far from the 
truth. The formal capitulation of the defenders had 
in fact taken place, but active fighting was to con- 
tinue in Yugoslavia for the remainder of the war. 
Two guerrilla leaders, General Mikhailovitch and 
Marshal Tito, kept resistance to the Nazis alive, and 
more effective opposition might have been afforded 
had the two chieftains and their bands fought less 
with each other and more with the Germans. 

The Germans, having overrun the Balkans, could 
now turn to other matters. The subjugation of 
Yugoslavia, however, was to prove to be Hitler’s 
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e srmany was “wer ie first 

: e Soviet Union had made with the 
Cer oadl World an In occupying their share of 
Poland, the Russians had fought minor engagements, 
and in a conflict with Finland they had been com- 
pelled to fight a surprisingly difficult foe. During 
the period of the “phony war,” Russia had forced 
concessions from the Finns but only after a conflict 
of three months duration. Those two acts of aggres- 
sion, coupled with the pact with Germany, served to 
make the democratic world look on Russia as a full- 
fledged member of the Axis. 

The German invasion of the Soviet Union on 
June 22, 1941, demonstrated that Russia had been 
an Axis partner in name only. Negotiating the pact 
with Russia had been an advantage to Hitler since 
its promulgation was bound to create a stunning 
surprise in England and France on the eve of the 
invasion of Poland. The Russians probably expected 
to gain nothing from the arrangement except addi- 
tional time in which to rearm; and doubtless Russian 
leaders, angered at the Chamberlain regime’s pointed 
lack of interest in a Soviet alliance, derived some 
satisfaction in observing the dismay of the English 
and French. Yet both Joseph Stalin and Adolph 
Hitler understood that their treaty did not mitigate 
the differences in Nazi and Communist ideologies 
and did not eliminate the Ukraine from the Drang 
nach, Osten. sd 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, with its 
population of 180,000,000 and its area which covered 
one-sizth of the earth’s surface, was a constant 
threat to the military strategy of Nazi Germany. 
The eastern frontier of Germany lay exposed to the 
Russians at any time they chose to disregard their 
treaty obligations. And conflicting ambitions of the 
two powers, especially in the Baltic and Balkan 
areas, gave the Germans an understanding of just 
how unstable the: non-aggression pact was and of 
how that eastern border might some day become 
their major problem. 


Moreover, the natural wealth of Russia served as 
an ever-present temptation. The conqueror of the 
Soviet Union would gain the oil of the Caucasus, the 
wheat of the Ukraine, and the mines of the Ural 
area, to say nothing of the easy access to Turkey 
and the riches of the East. Hitler’s Mein Kampf 
had dwelt upon these matters long ago, and his 
speeches continued to reiterate an interest in the 
acquisition of the region. “If the Urals,” he once 
said before the outbreak of war, “with their im- 
measurable treasure of raw materials, Siberia, with 
its rich forests, and the Ukraine, with its limitless 
grain fields, were to lie in Germany, this country 
under National Socialist leadership would swim in 
plenty.” 

At the time of their declaration of war against 
Russia, the Germans, while not desperate, were at a 
point where vast stores of resources could be seen as 
an essential to continued success in the war. The 
air blitz of England had failed, and it was clear that 
if Britain was to be beaten, the prerequisite to ulti- 
mate victory, then the British Isles would have to 
be invaded. Such a prodigous undertaking could not 
be embarked upon unless the Nazis were certain of 
a free hand on the continent. 

In the blockade and counter-blockade contest be- 
tween the British fleet and the German submarine 
and. air forces, the Nazis found the British gradu- 
ally drawing ahead. Victory in the Battle of the 
Atlantic was proving as elusive for Hitler as was 
success in the Battle of England. And loss of the 
Battle of the Atlantic brought Hitler face to face 
with the danger of the same sort of strangling block- 
ade that had defeated Germany in World War I. 


All of these matters must have been studied by 
Hitler and the German High Command for many 
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Other Russian acts were overtly unfriendly to 
Germany. In the Balkans, Soviet diplomacy openly 
sought to check German advances. On Several oc- 
casions when i 
Germany, the Soviet Union made plain its displeas- 


Historians may later be able to answer, in the 
light of information from within the 
question of the High Com- 
Stimate of the Strengths and 


frontier. 


Ibi Germany’s declaration of war Was intended as 
a play for Allied Sympathy, the reaction in the Brit- 
ish Empire must have been a bitter disappointment. 
i ] declared that Rus- 
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gles of history, 

The German High Command chose three Russian 
key cities towards which to direct their first at- 
tacks: Leningrad, Moscow, and Kiev, For the north- 
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of the Second 
transpired from the invasion 
ion of Russia produced an in- 
es in Europe from the fall of 
re “of Moscow had intensified the 
that had been with the Allies from 
start, aan the official attitude of the Washing- 
ton administration had reflected that pro-Allied 
ais of view. The greater the need of the Allies, 
‘eater was the aid granted them by America, 
bas y the autumn of 1941 the national government 
had Eaepeel measures just short of belligerency. 


Active participation in World War II on the 
part of the United States, however, was to be 
brought about by another means than a European 
crisis. While the majority of Americans had ex- 
pected some incident in Europe, such as the sinking 
of an American vessel, to lead to the involvement of 
the United States, it was in the Pacific theatre of 
war that events were occurring that were hurrying 
the nation toward war. 


War in Asia had begun between China and Japan 
in 1937, and two years later, when Japan had be- 
come an Axis partner, that conflict had merged with 
the European phase of World War II. The causes 
and course of that Sino-Japanese War are essential 
segments of the story of the Second World War. 
Without an undertaking of them, it would be impos- 
sible to comprehend the reasons for the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 


The first nation to demonstrate the impotence of 
the League of Nations was Japan. Hitler did not 
‘rise to power in Germany until two years after the 
Japanese had defied the League by seizing territory 
from China in 1931. The origin of the Second World 
War might be traced, therefore, to the Mukden In- 
cident and the subsequent Japanese conquest of 
Manchuria nearly a decade before war started in 
Europe. 

The Japanese attack on Manchuria in 1931 was 
but one of a long series of efforts to dismember the 
Chinese Empire. China, with its vast land mass, its 
wealth of natural resources, and its teeming popula- 
tion, was a rich prize for which the European na- 
tions had contended for centuries. Lacking a strong 
central government and devoid of any strong sense 
of nationalistic feeling, China proved an easy prey 
for the aggressors. 


It was inevitable that China’s island neighbor, 
Japan, would observe the method employed by the 
European powers in obtaining concessions and would 
in turn seek territories for herself. In 1894 Japan 
made war on China, and the ease with which the 
Chinese were brought to terms revealed the complete 
helplessness of the ‘Celestial Empire.” The success 
of the Japan was especially remarkable in view of 
the fact that Japan had been opened to modern 
western methods and industrialization by the voy- 
ages. of Commodore Perry only forty years before. 
The methodology of western imperialism and con- 
quest the Japanese mastered quickly. 


Thereafter Japan was to be the most aggressive 
advocate of the partitioning of the territories of the 
“sick man of Asia.” Korea, because it offered the 
readiest access to the mainland, and Manchuria, be- 
cause it possessed the richest resources, were the 
lands which attracted the initial attention of the 
Japanese. 

Korea had been the prize sought by Japan in 
the war of 1894-1895, and one of the peace terms 
the victors secured at the conclusion of the war was 
the recognition by China of Korean independence. 
With the tie between China and Korea severed, Ja- 





alia 


pan could bide its time until Korea could be an- 


nexed outright. That step was taken in 1910. 


The European nation which most actively op- 
posed the expansion of the Japanese Empire was 
Russia. Russia’s lands reached out from Europe 
across to Manchuria, and as a neighbor of Japan, 
Russia, for reasons of both ambition and fear, was 
unwilling to acquiesce in any territorial changes in 
that region. 

The clashing imperialistic interests of Russia and 
Japan led to the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905. 
In this struggle between David and Goliath, David 
was prepared and Goliath was not, and as a result 
the Japanese enjoyed an uninterrupted series of 
victories. In the Treaty of Portsmouth closing the 
war, the Russians were forced to recognize the he- 
gemony of Japan in the Manchuria-Korea area. 


Once Korea was pocketed in 1910, the Japanese 
again awaited a favorable opportunity to obtain the 
second of its principal objectives. Up to that time, 
Japan had acquired for its empire, in addition to 
Korea, the island of Formosa, half of the island of 
Sakhalin, Port Arthur, and the Liaotung Peninsula. 
American and European hostility might have been 
aroused if the Japanese leaders had moved into Man- 
churia immediately, and too much opposition at that 
stage might have imperiled the ambitious new em- 
pire. 


The leaders of the United States, however, phomed 
no desire in that period to have the Japanese drive 
for a strong empire halted. The passive attitude of 
America is perhaps best illustrated by Secretary of 
State Lansing’s words in 1917: “The Governments 
of the United States and Japan recognize that terri- 
torial propinquity creates special relations between 
countries, and, consequently, the Government of the 
United States recognizes that Japan has special in- 
terests in China, particularly in the part to which 
her possessions are contiguous.” 


Japan was too busy in the next two decades with 
the consolidation of her already extensive gains and 
with the problems arising from the First World 
War to reach out for new lands that were part of 
her “special interests in China.” Then in the 1920s 
two developments began to’ threaten the Japanese 
design. First, there was the united effort of the 
nations of the world to achieve international peace 
through written agreements such as the Kellogg- 
Briand Pact and the Nine Power Treaty. Second, 
there arose within China, under the leadership of 
Chiang Kai-shek, a National Government which 
made tremendous strides toward the goal of a uni- 
fied, centralized administration sought by patriotic 
Chinese for many years. 


In 1931 Japan’s imperialist leaders acted before 
Chiang Kai-shek’s National Government had had 
time to achieve unity. Despite the fact that Japan 
was a signatory to the Kellogg-Briand Pact outlaw- 
ing war and to the Nine Power Pact guaranteeing 
the territorial integrity of China, the Japanese in 
1931 conquered Manchuria and over the feeble pro- 
tests of the League of Nations established its suze- 
rainty over the redesignated puppet state of Man- 
chukuo. 


After the invasion of Manchuria the Japanese 
never actually ceased their war on China until the 
Second World War came to an end. In 1933 the pro- 
vince of Jehol was annexed to Manchukuo, 100,000 
square miles of territory thus being acquired in a 
ten-day campaign. During the next years mounting 
pressure was applied to the Chinese government for 
the recognition of the independence of five provinces 
of North China. This war of nerves, while not 
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wholly successful, was havil 
the time that a full-scale 
Japan broke out. Res 

On July 7, 1937, at the Mareo Polo B 
the Chinese city of Peiping a skirmish betwee > 
panese and Chinese soldiers began the “China Inci-- 
dent.” This “incident” appears to have been planned 
by the Japanese as a climax to their war of nerves 
on North China; this shooting scrape between rival 
patrols was to be but a prelude to the seizure of the 














northern provinces. Yet the conquest proved more Poland was invaded, as the Axis fc : 
difficult than had been expected and the incident won victories. Even in the period of \ 1) 
became an international war. cency prior to the Nazi spring offensi A 

The stand of the Chinese against the Japanese President counseled a stiffening of American p 
invader is one of the heroic episodes of history. Before the houses of Congress in 1939, he ba ty 
With the aid of overwhelming sea power, the Ja- stopped short of denouncing the Axis nations by 
panese quickly took possession of the coastal area name: : a 
and the principal port cities and extended their con- “There comes a time in the affairs of men 
trol into the interior along the Yangtze River. The when they must prepare to defend not their a8 
Nationalist armies, however, made their stand in the homes alone, but the tenets of faith and hu- 
hilly area west of the Peiping-Canton line, where manity on which their churches, their govern- 
the Japanese motorized equipment and air power ments and their very civilization are founded. 
would be of smallest value. There Chiang Kai-shek ... We know what might happen to us if the 
pursued a Fabian campaign which he.called “mag- new philosophy of force were to encompass 
netic warfare.” Every major Japanese attack would the other continents and invade our own. We, 
be countered by a Chinese retreat into the interior, no more than other nations, ean afford to be 
the Japanese being drawn along as if by a magnet. surrounded by the enemies of our faith and 
In this way, the Japanese were scattered over a out humanity. The world has grown so small 
wide area where Chinese guerrillas could operate : and weapons of attack so swift that no nation 
against them to best advantage. Thus in spite of a can be safe in its will to peace so long as any 
Japanese war of terror, a war of rapine and pillage other single powerful nation refuses to settle 
and murder, the Chinese will to resist not only sur- its grievances at the council table.” 
. 5 7 t 
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Through two years and three months of troubled Te gr cmc es Miniter opto eS 
neutrality the people of the United States had removal of the arms embargo on the eve of the in- 


vasion of Poland went unheeded by Congress. A 
similar request of September 21, 1939, launched a 
bitter partisan debate that was still in progress 
when France capitulated the following summer. Yet 
the Nazi successes in Norway, Holland, Belgium, and 


watched World War II in Europe, and for four years 
and five months they had followed its course in Asia. 
During the years of crisis preceeding the start of the 
war, American determination to stay out of foreign 
conflicts had permeated the written and spoken 


words of the nation’s leaders. After the outbreak of eee Sepee d ere fe peeees as pee oe ue 
hostilities, the policy of neutrality was by degrees flected in an address in June, 1940, at Charlottes- 
abandoned in favor of a program of aid to the ville, Virginia: ‘Let us not hesitate—all of us—to 
Allies. In the end it was again proved that isola- i : 


proclaim certain truths. Overwhelmingly we, as a 
nation—and this applies to all the other American 
nations—are convinced that military and naval viec- 


tion for America, whether geographic, or economic, 
or political, was a modus operandi of foreign policy 
that had gone out of fashion with the passing of 


‘i mn tory for the gods of force and hate would endanger 

Be ee ete the institutions of democracy in the Western world. 
Before that lesson was learned, however, the : ‘ - ; 

Congress of the United States between 1935 and --.In our unity, our American unity, we will purste 
1937 sought to guarantee peace by the enactment of two obvious and simultaneous courses : we will ex- 
a series of “Neutrality Acts.” Munitions. it was tend to the opponents of force the material resources 
deereed, were not to be shipped to maine tat foe of the nation and at the same time we will harness 
Belligerents were to trade in America only on a and speed up the use of those resources in order that 
“cash and carry” basis. Loans to warring states SS ourselves, in the Americas may have equipment 
were forbidden. By these measures, proponents and training equal to the task of any emergency and 
argued, the United States would be able to avoid the every, poten es: : 
mistakes that had drawn the nation into the First Legislative and executive actions were soon 
World War. suited to the President’s words. A Selective Service 


Law was passed, setting up the nation’s first peace- 
time draft. In the summer of 1940 ten billion dol- 
lars were appropriated for national defense. On 
September 3 announcement was made of a trade by 


Events of the next few years were to make this 
position of strict neutrality untenable. The Sino- 
Japanese War, for example, demonstrated the fallacy 
of the cash and carry scheme; for the Japanese with 


their navy in control of the China coast could guar- which Great Dritaryisided PLE ee Nee Cunaene 

antee safe passage for their own ships loaded with St pe and oF the paULLeaE a a United 

American goods, suppressing at the same time all pabahsa ramen ted age AL EN ANAL EUN RENO A UDC aN es 

Chinese trade with the United States. Cash and navy fifty sorely needed destroyers, conveniently de- 

carry put the United States into partnership with clared to be overage.” And throughout the year 

Japan 1941, the President, the Congress, and the people 
Be devoted most of their thought and energy to matters 
Similarly the neutrality acts were an advantage of foreign policy and national defense. 


to Germany in the European theatre. Great Brit- 
ain’s pre-war preparations had been directed to- 
ward building a large navy. Any limitations on sea- 
going traffic would limit, at least to a degree, the 
British use of their best weapon. American restric- 
tions on trade, therefore, were bound to be harmful 


As the Seventy-seventh Congress began its ses- 
sion shortly after the opening of the fateful year of 
1941, President Roosevelt went in person to deliver 
an address calling for “full support of all those re- 
solute peoples everywhere, who are resisting aggres- 


er i : ‘ sion and are thereby keeping war away from our 

to Britain and helpful to Germany. hemisphere.” He outlined “the four essential human 
Faced with the fact that the American stay-at- freedoms” as freedom of speech and worship and 
home policy was proving beneficial to the Axis, the freedom from want and fear and urged that America 
people of the United States began to urge a modi- do its part to establish those freedoms by acting as 
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his message was proposing to 

icy of lend and lease for the policy 
: | carry. Although Lend-Lease was de- 
. by the administration as “short of war,” it 
nevertheless amounted to a war by proxy with Brit- 
ain serving as the American agent in the struggle 
against the Axis. Prime Minister Churchill, in a 
London broadcast, indicated that he would welcome 
the opportunity to act as the American proxy. ‘We 
do not need the gallant armies which are forming 
throughout the American Union,” he insisted. “We 
do not need them this year, nor the next year nor 
any year that I can foresee. But we do need most 
urgently an immense and continuous supply of war 
materials and technical apparatus of all kinds... . 
Put your confidence in us. Give us your faith and 
your blessing, and under Providence all will be well. 
We shall not fail or falter; we shall not weaken or 
tire. Neither the sudden shock of battle nor the 
long-drawn trials of vigilance and exertion will wear 
us down. Give us the tools and we will finish the 
j iob.”” 


For two months the debate on the Lend- Tease 
proposal raged in Congress. The opposition, led by 
Senator Bennett Champ Clark of Missouri, Senator 
Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, Senator Robert A. 
Taft of Ohio, and Senator Burton K. Wheeler of 
Montana, was bitter in denunciation of both the bill 
and its proponents. Senator Clark spoke for all of 
them when he declared: “It is simply a bill to au- 
thorize the President to declare war ... and to es- 
tablish a totalitarian government.” 


Another opponent of Lend-Lease was Adolf Hit- 
ler. In a Berlin address, the Fuehrer warned the 
United States that every ship bearing aid to Britain 
that came within range of German torpedo tubes 
would be sunk. Despite all opposition, however, the 
Lend-Lease Bill was passed and on March 11 re- 
ceived the approval of the President. Shortly there- 
after seven billion dollars were appropriated to make 
the ‘‘arsenal of democracy” a reality. 


The passage of the Lend-Lease Act marked a 
pronounced change in the traditional American pol- 
icy of isolation. It was a recognition of the fact 
that neutrality in a modern world war is impossible. 
It was proof, moreover, that the majority of the 
Congressional representatives of the American peo- 
ple agreed with the President’s assertion that demo- 
cracy itself cannot survive in isolation. Lip service 
was paid to neutrality by professions that Lend- 
Lease was a measure short of war, but no prophet 
was required to foresee that the purpose of the law, 
to put the weapons of war into Allied hands, would 
call for acts that would not be short of war. Lend- 
Lease made the United States the non-belligerent 
ally of Great Britain. 


Within a few weeks Administration spokesmen, 
in the Cabinet and in Congress, began to talk of a 
naval convoy for merchant ships to Britain and be- 
gan to urge the repeal of the remaining sections of 
the Neutrality Act. On May 27 President Roosevelt 
proclaimed a state of emergency and called for all to 
be prepared to repel attack. “‘We will not accept a 
Hitler-dominated world,’” he declared. 


To that end American fighting ships were sent 
out on neutrality patrol to try to prevent Nazi ves- 
sels from entering the waters of the Western Hemi- 
sphere. The boundaries of the Western Hemisphere, 
moreover, were extended considerably by the estab- 
lishment of naval and air bases on Greenland in April 
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in June. The unpopular- 
mmunistic system, coupled with the 
Soviet’s earlier attacks on Poland and Finland, 
caused many in America to oppose the granting of 
aid to Russia. President Roosevelt, however, 
promptly extended the benefits of Lend- Lease to the 
Soviet Union, apparently taking the point of view 
that with the menace of Hitler more pressing than 
the menace of Communism he would settle with the 
Nazi host first. 


If other evidence was needed that the United 
States had moved far from its traditional isolation, 
it was furnished by a dramatic meeting between 
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill 
on shipboard in the North Atlantic in August. There 
the two leaders drew up a program for peace, known 
thereafter as the “Atlantic Charter.”’ In this decla- 
ration of common principles, they asserted that they 
sought no territorial aggrandizement, promised that 
the wishes of the people of all lands would be ad- 
hered to in drawing up boundaries and in selecting 
forms of government, agreed on principles of econ- 
omic collaboration and the freeing of raw materials 
to all nations, envisioned a peace that would be per- 
petuated by the establishment of a “permanent sys- 
tem of general security.” Thus by a remarkable ex- 
tension of his executive authority, the President had 
virtually allied with Britain in a crusade for his 
four freedoms, the Senate to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


Additional fighting words were used by the 
President in a challenging Labor Day broadcast on 
September 1. He stated his belief that our funda- 
mental rights had been “threatened by Hitler’s vio- 
lent attempt to rule the world.” “The task of defeat- 
ing Hitler may be long and arduous,” he added. 
“There are a few appeasers and Nazi sympathizers 
who say it cannot be done. They even ask me to 
negotiate with Hitler—to pray for crumbs from his 
victorious table. They do, in fact, ask me to become 
a modern Benedict Arnold and betray all that I 
hold dear—my devotion to our freedom—to our 
churches—to our country. This course I have re- 
jected—I reject it again. Instead, I know that I 
speak the conscience and determination of the Ameri- 
can people when I say that we shall do everything 
in our power to crush Hitler and his Nazi forces.” 


The President’s words indicate that he no longer 
considered this country to be at peace with Germany. 
Since summer as a matter of fact, a “shooting war” 
had been in progress between the naval forces of the 
two nations. On May 21 an American ship, the 
Robin Moor, was sunk in the South Atlantic by Ger- 
man submarine action; and three weeks later a 
United States naval vessel, on patrol duty off Ice- 
land, retaliated by dropping depth charges on a Ger- 
man submarine which had attacked a British con- 
voy. A similar brush between the two navies oc- 
curred near Iceland on September 4 when the de- 
stroyer Greer and a Nazi submarine traded blows. 


President Roosevelt immediately made it known 
he had issued a shoot-on-sight order to the Ameri- 
can navy. The President asserted Germany had be- 
gun a “campaign to rule the seas by ruthless force,” 
and he promised that the ships of any flag engaged 
in commerce in this hemisphere would be protected. 
“Brom now on,” he warned, “if German or Italian 
vessels of war enter the waters the protection of 
which is necessary for American defense, they do so 
at their own peril.” An informal naval war was 
thereby announced. 


A month later the President sent a message to 
Congress requesting the repeal of that section of the 
Neutrality Act which forbade the arming of American 
merchant vessels. Only by such an action could the 
true intent of the Lend-Lease Act be carried out, the 
President declared. In the midst of the discussion 
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the House by the slim margin of 212 to194. 


This close vote for the repeal of the Neutrality 
Act reflected a surprising division of public opinion 
less than four weeks prior to the outbreak of war. 
In August, moreover, an even closer vote, 203-202, 
was recorded by the House in favor of the extension 
of the length of service of those drafted for a year 
of military training. The strength of the anti-war 
group in Congress in the face of tension and crisis 
makes it doubtful whether anything short of an act 
of flagrant aggression would have aroused the 
American people sufficiently to permit the nation to 
be led into a declaration of war. 


That flagrant act was performed by Japan on 
December 7. Yet up to that time the people of the 
United States had paid little heed to Asia; Hitler’s 
armies and submarines had received most of the 
nation’s attention. An examination .of newspapers 
throughout 1941 will show only a fraction of the 
space given over to a discussion of the growing ten- 
sion between the United States and Germany de- 
voted to the events that were bringing the nation to 
the verge of war with Japan. 


On the whole there were fewer incidents in the 
Far East to record. Whereas Germany sank thirteen 
American-owned merchant ships with the loss of 71 
lives and one destroyer with the loss of a hundred 
lives, Japan engaged in no naval raids on American 
shipping. Merchant vessels of the United States 
destined for Pacific ports were not armed despite 
the repeal of the Neutrality Act. 


Occasionally a news item would bear import of 
impending trouble in the Far East. On February 20, 
1941, for example, General George C. Marshall, 
Chief of Staff of the Army, was reported to have 
told a secret session of the Military Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Senate that the situation in the Far 
East had grown serious and that planes had been 
sent to reinforce the air forces in the Pacific. Again 
in June the dangers latent in the Asiatic war were 
implied in an address of Paul V. McNutt, a high 
government official close to the President; he stated 
that “the time has come to act” against Japan, “a 
distant temporizing partner of the Axis thuggery.” 
For the most part, however, strained relations be- 
tween the United States and Japan developed in 
comparative privacy. 


Two actions of Japan prior to December 7, 1941, 
received more than passing attention. The first was 
the signing by Japan in September, 1940, of an alli- 
ance with Germany and Italy, establishing thereby 
the Berlin-Rome+-Tokyo Axis. Within two weeks the 
Japanese sought to make capital of the Axis agree- 
ment by seeking the lifting of the American embargo 
placed in July on the export of petroleum and scrap 
iron; on this occasion the Japanese ambassador made 
the diplomatic blunder of stating that a continuation 
of the restrictions might be looked upon as an un- 
friendly act. Secretary of State Cordell Hull was 
blunt in his reply: it was “unheard of for a country 
engaged in aggression and seizure of another coun- 
try to turn to a third nation and seriously insist 
that the latter would be guilty of an unfriendly act 
if it did not cheerfully provide some of the neces- 
sary implements of war to aid the aggressor in car- 
rying out its policy of invasion.” President Roose- 
velt publicly supplemented these diplomatic ex- 
changes by serving notice on the Axis: “No com- 
bination of dictator countries of Europe and Asia 
will stop the help we are giving to almost the last 
free people fighting to hold them at bay. ... The 
people of the United States, the people of the 
Americas, reject the doctrine of appeasement. They 
recognize it for what it is—a major weapon of the 
aggressor nations.” 
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was bitter in his denunciation of Japan’s act. Speak- 
ing for the United States, Welles declared that the 
bases were “primarily for purposes of further and 


more obvious movements of conquest in adjacent 


areas.” Since the Philippines were endangered by 
the sezures, the whole matter, according to Welles, 
bore “directly upon the vital problem of our national 
security.” 


The occupation of Indo-China in July, 1941, 
proved to be a turning point in American-Japanese 
relations. Until that time the American Administra- 
tion had engaged in prolonged diplomatic negotia- 
tions with Japan in an effort to secure restraint in 
the Far East while concentrating the nation’s naval 
strength in the Atlantic. Thereafter, while negotia- 


tions continued, war preparations were hurried and. 


a more hostile tone with Japan was assumed. 


On July 26, by Presidential order, all Japanese 
assets in the United States were frozen and conse- 
quently virtually all trade with Japan came to a 
standstill. The British took a similar course. Two 
days later, the Japanese retaliated by freezing 
American and British assets and referred to the 
British and American action as “one step from 
armed warfare.” On-July 30 the Japanese aroused 
indignation by bombing the United States gunboat 
Tutuila at Chungking, but Japan’s prompt apology 
was accepted and the incident pronounced closed. 


As December drew nearer, warnings of impend- 
ing trouble between the United States, Britain, and 
Japan came from public statements of the leaders of 
the various nations. On October 24, the Secretary 
of the Navy, Frank Knox, described the situation in 
the Far East as “extremely strained.” “We are sat- 
isfied in our minds,” he added, “that the Japanese 
have no intention of giving up their plans for ex- 
pansion. If they pursue that course, a collision there 
is inevitable. It can occur at very short notice.” 
Winston Churchill, on November 10, gave further 
demonstration of the imminence of war by stating 
that “Should the United States become involved in 
war with Japan a British declaration will follow 
within the hour.” For Japan, Premier Hideki Tojo 
pronounced his people as ready to break through the 
economic blockade with which America, Britain, 
China, and the Dutch East Indies had encircled 
Japan; such measures, he stated, were “little less 
hostile than carrying on armed warfare,” and he 
warned that there was a limit to the conciliatory at- 
titude of Japan. 


Obviously the people of the United States were 
not wholly unaware that war with Japan was a 
strong possibility. Yet war with Japan had been a 
topic of conversation in America for decades, and 
many Americans could not help but feel that the 
danger signs of 1940 and 1941 were nothing more than 
“talk.” Moreover, many were hopeful that the dip- 
lomatic exchanges between representatives of the two 
countries might be productive of a workable solu- 
tion to the problems confronting the rival powers. 
Yet the last of those discussions, between the special 
Japanese envoy, Saburo Kurusu, and Secretary Hull, 
was in progress at the time that the Japanese 
launched their war by bombing Pearl Harbor. The 
conversations were productive of nothing except a 
continuous reiteration of the issues which had pro- 
















duced an impasse between the United States and 
Japan. The Japanese representative, to the last, 
based all his proposals on his nation’s having its 
way in China and Indo-China; while the United 
States was equally inflexible in refusing to coop- 
erate by a resumption of trade relations with Japan. 


On the evening of November 20, Kurusu together 
with the Japanese ambassador, Kichisaburo Nomura, 
called on Secretary Hull to deliver a “five-point 
formula” for peace. By this formula the United 
States was asked to drop all aid to China, to lift the 
order freezing trade with Japan, to supply Japan 
with oil, and to cease all opposition to the Japanese 
acquisition of raw materials in East Asia and the 
South Pacific. In return, Japan promised to main- 
tain the statws quo in Indo-China for the present 
and to withdraw upon the restoration of peace be- 
tween Japan and China. The next day, in reporting 
the interview to the Cabinet, the Secretary of State 
warned that the problem of Japanese relations could 
no longer be solved by diplomacy and urged that the 
military leaders take such steps as were necessary 
to prevent the Japanese from making an attack that 
would “stampede the hell out of our scattered forces” 
in the Pacific. 


The American reply to the Japanese five-point 
formula was handed the Nipponese diplomats on 
November 26. This memorandum, as had been the 
Japanese note to which it made reply, was not in- 
tended to be final; it simply offered suggestions as 
a basis for further negotiations. It was proposed 
that a non-aggression pact be signed between the 
United States, Japan, China, the Netherlands, Rus- 
sia, and Great Britain; that a promise be exacted 
from all signatories to respect the integrity of 
French Indo-China; that Japan agree to withdraw 
from China and Indo-China; that recognition be ac- 
corded the National Government of the Republic of 
China; that all trade and commercial restrictions be 
eliminated throughout the Pacific area. 


Four days later, November 30, the Japanese for- 
eign minister, Shigenori Togo, labeled the United 
States memorandum ‘fantastic’? and declared that 
Japan, in spite of all opposition, would proceed with 
its plan to establish a new order in Asia. President 
Roosevelt, thereupon, made what was to prove to be 
a final attempt to save the peace by appealing di- 
rectly to Emperor Hirohito of Japan. In this ele- 
venth-hour message, sent out the day before the at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor, the President pointed out to 
the Emperor the ‘tragic possibilities” of the situa- 
tion, urged that Japanese troops be withdrawn from 
Indo-China, and stressed that both of them strive to 
perform their “sacred duty to restore traditional 
amity and prevent further death and destruction in 
the world.”’ The Emperor did not see fit to reply. 


On the afternoon of December 7, the final words 
in the diplomatic exchanges were spoken by Secre- 
tary Hull. The last visit of Nomura and Kurusu to 
the State Department had been rendered superfluous 
by the action of Japanese carrier-based bombers 
only a short while before they called upon the Secre- 
tary of State. The two emissaries had brought with 
them a note they had received and decoded within 
the past few hours. It proved to be a reply to all 
earlier American peace suggestions. The document 
was truculent in tone, charging the United States 
with “impossible idealism” and with “scheming for 
the extension of the war.’ Then the indignant Secre- 
tary spoke for all of America: “In all my fifty years 
of public service I have never seen a document that 
was more crowded with infamous falsehoods and 
distortions; infamous falsehoods and distortions on 
a scale so huge that I never imagined until today 
that any government on this planet was capable of 
uttering them.” 


Shortly before the start of this interview, Secre- 
tary Hull had received word that the war in the 
Pacific had begun. The official family in Washing- 
ton first learned of the Japanese attack indirectly 
from a radio alert sent out by the commanding of- 
ficer of the Pacific fleet. ‘To all ships present 
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Hawaiian area: Air raid on Pearl Harbor. This is 
no drill.” Thus read Admiral Husband Kimmel’s or- 
der. Other areas also were to learn on that Decem- 
ber 7, 1941, that the Japanese bombers were real 
and that “this is no drill”: Guam, Wake Island, 
Midway Island, the Philippine Islands, Hongkong, 
and Malaya. 


The following day, President Roosevelt asked a 
joint session of the houses of Congress to declare 
that “since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by 
Japan on Sunday, December 7” a state of war had 
existed between the United States and Japan. Con- 
gress promptly passed the necessary resolutions. 
These resolutions evoked no debate. Only one vote 
was cast against them. The Japanese sneak attack 
on Pearl Harbor on that ‘date which will live in in- 
famy,” to use the Presidential phrase, at the very 
moment that a special envoy was engaged in peace 
negotiations had overnight brought unity to the 
American people on the problem of foreign policy. 


Historians and military analysts will find much 
over which to ponder in attempting to answer the 
questions raised by Japan’s bombing of Pearl Har- 
bor. Did the Japanese actually feel that by thus 
challenging the United States they could carry on 
the ensuing war to a successful conclusion? Did 
they, on the other hand, simply yield unwittingly to 
the promptings of their Axis partners in Berlin? 


While there are those who believe that Japan’s 
attack was largely Berlin-dictated, such a belief ap- 
pears to credit the Hitler regime with too much in- 
fluence in Japanese circles. Doubtless the possibility 
of a Japanese war with the United States was dis- 
cussed in September, 1940, when the Japanese joined 
the Axis; yet it seems improbable that the leaders 
of Japan committed themselves to other than gen- 
eral promises. 


The Japanese apparently sought war with the 
United States with the expectation of winning. 
While the assault on the American naval vessels in 
Pearl Harbor was a stunning blow, the Japanese 
clearly did not consider it to be permanently crip- 
pling. Had they intended the bombing of the United 
States Navy to serve as a stepping stone to conquest 
in Hawaii or on the American mainland, the Nip- 
ponese would have been prepared to launch a follow- 
up offensive. Such an offensive had not been 
planned prior to December 7, nor is it certain that 
one ever was attempted thereafter. The war that 
Japan set out to win, therefore, was a war for the 
materials and resources and lands of Southeastern 
Asia, Malaya, the Dutch East Indies, and the Phil- 
ippines. It was a war for bases and for an empire 
of rubber and oil and tin. 


The Japanese leaders could see many factors that 
seemed to favor their fantastic undertaking. Their 
agents had acquainted them with the impotence of 
the Allies in the Philippines and the East Indies; 
they knew far in advance how unprepared were the 
United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands 
to defend their holdings in that region. Moreover, 
as the Japanese watched the war in Europe they 
could scarcely have avoided the conclusion that Hit- 
ler was in a position to dominate the Continent: on 
the Continent all save Russia was under his control; 
great stretches of Russia already were overrun; 
Great Britain was reeling from the air blitz. Dis- 
patches from the United States could have been mis- 
leading for the unwary; isolationists rampant, labor 
restless, industry lagging, close congressional votes 
on vital issues of foreign policy, all were indicative 
of lack of unity. 


The Japanese could hope that by striking a tem- 
porarily paralyzing blow at the American navy, the 
weak garrisons in the chosen area of conquest would 
quickly fall, and thus a rich empire would be pock- 
eted before the Allies had fully awakened to their 
danger. Of course, there was the potential of Ameri- 
can industrial and military might to consider, but 
the Japanese expected to hold on until the United 
States and Great Britain lost their taste for war. 
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cover that they had miscalculated the Allied spirit 
and purpose. In the end it was Japan that lost the 
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When the records are released, the research 
scholar will carefully examine the causes of Ameri- 








ca’s entry into the holocaust, and all private and 


public documents will be sifted to determine the mo- 
tives underlying each step taken by the nation’s 
leaders in the direction of war. As after the First 
World War, whipping boys in the form of munitions 
makers and the money changers of Wall Street will 
probably be brought into evidence by sensationalists 
among the politicians and the journalists. Propa- 
ganda analysts will demonstrate anew how superior 
British publicists prevailed over the fulminations of 
the Nazis’ Dr. Goebbels. Economists will point to 
the damaging effect of the poor distribution of the 
world’s supply of raw materials. Isolationists will 
rest their case on the influence of Lend-Lease. 


In the years after the close of World War if. 
opprobrium was heaped upon Woodrow Wilson by 
isolationists who insisted that the decision to fight 
Germany was largely personal. The Japanese by 
bombing Pearl Harbor relieved Franklin Roosevelt 
of the responsibility of making a similar decision. 
Nevertheless, the actions of the President prior to 
December 7, 1941, will be criticized by those who 
preferred a course of strict neutrality; inflamma- 
tory speeches, Lend-Lease, the Atlantic Charter, 


CHAPTER V 


Months of Disaster 


December 7, 1941, the day that war came to the 
United States, dawned as an accustomed quiet Sun- 
day morning. At Pearl Harbor, in the Hawaiian 
Island of Oahu, most of the army and navy person- 
nel stationed at this headquarters of the American 
Pacific fleet, were still asleep at 7:55. In the har- 
bor, eight battleships and scores of lesser craft were 
moored row on row or tied up in dry dock. On air- 
fields close by, hundreds of planes were lined up as 
if for inspection. Soldiers and sailors who were 
awake were, for the most part, engaged in the rou- 
tine tasks of an idle Sunday. 


There were indications, however, that all was not 
well on that momentous morning. At 6:30 a peri- 
scope was sighted in the harbor, and fifteen minutes 
later the destroyer Ward scored a direct hit on what 
proved to be a midget Japanese submarine. A re- 
port of the action was received at the Naval base at 
7:12, and an investigator was sent from shore to 
look into the matter. No alarm was given, however, 
and the base was allowed to continue to enjoy its 
late sleep. No one bothered even to direct that the 
protective net guarding the entrance to the harbor 
be lowered. 

At 7:02, Private Joseph L. Lockard, on duty with 
a radio aircraft detection unit, was aroused by ob- 
serving his instrument’s recording a large flight of 
planes heading for Pear] Harbor from the north. 
Their distance was estimated to be 130 miles. He 
promptly reported his findings to his superior, but 
the officer at the Army’s General Information Cen- 
er decided that the flight was a group of American 
planes. 

Nearly an hour passed before the planes dis- 
covered by Private Lockard came in over Diamond 
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American popular feeling turned overwhelmingly to- 
ward the Allies. Few people in the United States 
felt that this country could stay out of a long war; 
a fatalistic acceptance of the inevitability of Ameri- ’ 
can participation was marked from the start. ey 


The historian must keep in mind that Franklin 
Roosevelt reflected public opinion as much as he 
moulded it. This was not “Mr. Roosevelt’s War” as 
his critics were prone to say. The President simply 
gave voice to a truth expressed by Dexter Perkins 
in these words: “A great nation cannot isolate it- 
self physically, morally, or intellectually from the 
rest of the world; ... it cannot and will not suspend 
its judgments, or assume an attitude of cool detach- 
ment in the midst of world catastrophe; and... 
the only true prescription for ‘keeping the United _ 
States out of war’ is the construction of an inter- 
national order in which such conflicts as those of 
1914 and 1989 do not occur at all.” 
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Head. They flew low, the Rising Sun _ insignia 
clearly visible to ground observers, but their pilots 
correctly guessed that the element of surprise would 
give them sufficient initial protection. These single- 
engine bombers were flown directly to previously 
designated targets: the ships in the harbor, the 
planes grounded at Hickam Field, Wheeler Field, 
Bellows Field, and Kaneohe Naval Air Station, the 
buildings containing the nerve centers of the sta- 
tion’s operation, and the personnel housed at Scho- 
field Barracks. 


The first Japanese bombs were dropped at 7:55. 
After the first few minutes of the attack, the 
American planes at the various air bases had been 
turned into burning wreckage. Debris piled along 
the runways kept most of the remaining undamaged 
planes -from leaving the ground. Within half an 
hour the great station had lost almost all its air pro- 
tection; 93 out 273 planes at Hickman and Wheeler 
Fields had been destroyed and about the same num- 
ber damaged, and losses at the other airfields were 
in the same proportion. 


By this time the American defenders had swung 
into action. A few planes succeeded in getting into 
the air and their pilots demonstrated remarkable 
bravery in waging a fight against overwhelming 
odds. Machine guns and even rifles were used by 
ground forces in knocking down some of the low- 
flying attackers. 


The ships of the fleet in the harbor, meanwhile, 
had been set upon by Japanese dive bombers. Aboard 
ship the defense was conducted with vigor and cour- 
age. The commanding officer of the West Virginia 
continued in command after a shell burst had ripped 
open his stomach, and he refused to be moved until 
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resumed control. Motor launches braved oil fires 
and enemy shrapnel in rescuing hundreds of seamen. 
The defeat that befell Pearl Harbor could not be 
blamed on the fighting men on hand that day; 
their coolness and heroism were in the best tradi- 
tion of the American services. 

The Japanese sneak attack was a major naval 
disaster for the United States. The Navy’s report, 


published a year later, revealed that eight battle-— 


ships, ten lesser men-of-war, a floating drydock, 
and approximately 250 Army and Navy planes were 
destroyed or damaged. Five of the battleships, the 
Arizona, the California, the Nevada, the Oklahoma, 
and the West Virginia were sunk or beached, and 
the three remaining battleships, the Maryland, the 
Pennsylvania, and the Tennessee were damaged. The 
Oklahoma, the target ship Utah, and the minelayer 
Oglala, had capsized. The Arizona and two destroy- 
ers, the Cassin and the Downes had blown up and 
were total losses. Three cruisers, the Helena, the 
Honolulu, the Raleigh, and the destroyer Shaw were 
among the ships damaged. Virtually every one of 
the 88 naval craft in the harbor suffered bomb hits. 
The dead numbered 2,117, the wounded 1,272, and 
the missing 960. 


In accomplishing this devastation, the Japanese 
had lost 48 of the 200 planes used in the assault. 
The Japanese had launched their aircraft from the 
decks of a task force of carriers 150 miles north of 
Oahu. With the attention of the United States di- 
rected at the Japanese troop movements into Indo- 
China and the threat to the Philippines, these car- 
riers guarded by destroyers and cruisers had sailed 
unobserved to the point of attack. 


At once there arose in the United States a de- 
mand for an investigation of the reasons why Japan 
had scored a complete surprise at Pearl Harbor. 
After a flight to Hawaii immediately following the 
raid, Secretary Knox announced: “The United 
States services were not on the alert against the 
surprise attack on Hawaii. This fact calls for a for- 
mal investigation.” 


In response President Roosevelt named Associate 
Justice Owen J. Roberts of the Supreme Court as 
the head of a five-man board of inquiry. The find- 
ings of the board were that the two commanders, 
Admiral Husband E. Kimmel and Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Walter C. Short, were at fault. The forces on 
hand, the report read, were sufficiently large to re- 
pel attack; the responsible commanders were aware 
of the imminence of a break with Japan; Japan’s 
past history had demonstrated that hostile action 
might be expected prior to a declaration of war. 
Yet the two officers had held no joint conferences, 
and neither had alerted the service he commanded. 
Both officers were promptly relieved of their posts. 


Not until after the cessation of hostilities did 
Admiral Kimmel and General Short have a chance to 
answer the charges brought against them. By that 
time, the inquiry had become so much a matter of 
political controversy that the Congressional investi- 
gators appear to have been less concerned with as- 
certaining the truth than with making capital for 
future elections. 

Upon being called before the joint committee of 
Congress, Admiral Kimmel testified that while he 
had been given a “war warning” on November 27 by 
the Navy Department that warning could not “be 
made a catchall for all the contingencies hindsight 
may suggest.” That dispatch had indicated that the 
Japanese were planning an attack on Indo-China, 
the Philippine Islands, or the Dutch East Indies, but 
not on Hawaii. Had he possessed the information 
available to his superiors in Washington, he stated, 
he would have ordered the fleet out to sea where it 
might have intercepted the Japanese task force. 
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Military intelligence some time before Decem py 
1941, had solved the Japanese ultra-secret code. 
This fine achievement was never fully capitalized 
on, as messages of extreme urgency were allowed to 
become snarled in red tape instead of being for- 
warded to their proper destination. 


On September 24, 1941, for example, decoded 
Tokyo instructions to a Japanese spy in Honolulu 
showed that Pearl Harbor was to be divided by this 
operative into five sectors as if for bombing pur- 
poses. On November 15, the same spy was ordered 
to send reports twice weekly listing the ships in port. 
Intercepted directions of November 24 and: Decem- 
6 asked for details on barrage balloons over the 
harbor. 

All are messages than can be more clearly un- 
derstood today than they could before December Te 
Yet the nature of the interceptions was such that 
all responsible for America’s defense should have 
been informed. Instead Intelligence, fearing that 
Japan would learn of the cracking of the code, 
frequently guarded the messages with so much zeal 
that proper use could not be made of them. 


No settlement of the Pearl Harbor controversy 
is possible at this point. From the partial informa- 
tion now at our disposal, it would appear that ample 
warning was given of an impending attack before 
December 7. Sufficient time to prepare defenses, 
moreover, was given by the plane detectors on the 
morning of the raid. Slow thinking, the failure to 
follow through, and a complete lack of coordination 
of the agencies of defense were responsible for the 
ineffective manner in which these warnings were 
exploited. 


Yet before blame is attached to any individual 
commander in the Pacific or to any official in Wash- 
ington, it is important that the decoded messages be 
studied from a pre-Pearl Harbor point of view. 
Never was it clear, prior to December 7, that Hawaii 
was a certain point of attack; on the contrary most 
of the evidence seemed to point to the Indo-China- 
Philippine area. The United States was caught off 
guard because the Japanese struck unexpectedly 
without issuing a declaration of war. If an officer 
were to be considered guilty of negligence simply 
because of being the victim of the unexpected, then 
the list of officers tried by court-martial would be 
considerably longer. 


Following close on the heels of the American dec- 
laration of war against Japan, war with Japan’s 
allies in Europe became a reality. On December ik. 
‘German and Italian manifestos of war against the 
United States were issued, and on that same day the 
United States declared war against the Germans and 
Italians. The war was by that time a world-wide 
war. 


American losses at Pearl Harbor were disastrous, 
but the following year was to prove that the Ja- 
panese had not done irretrievable injury to the 
United States fleet. Of all the ships sunk or dam- 
aged on December 7, only the battleship Arizona 
proved to be a total loss. In less than a year all of 
the remaining vessels had returned to action. “The 
essential fact,” stated Secretary Knox, “is that the 
Japanese purpose was to knock out the United States 
before the war began. In this purpose the Japanese 
failed.” 

While the Japanese did not succeed in putting the 
Pearl Harbor flotilla out of commission, the Pacific 
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fleet was hamstrung long enough to permit the little 
brown men to overrun an extensive island empire. 
Their strategical plan followed an expected course: 
first to cut off the line of communications between 
Hawaii and the Philippines and then to launch in- 
vasions at will in the Philippines, Indo-China, and 
the East Indies. 


The island stepping-stones used by the United 
States to bridge the distance from Honolulu to Ma- 
nila were Midway, Wake, and Guam. Midway lies 
thirteen hundred miles from Hawaii, and Wake is 
nearly twelve hundred miles beyond in the direction 
of Asia. Guam is fifteen hundred miles from Wake, 
and the Philippines sixteen hundred miles from 
Guam. Sketchy defenses had been established on 
each of these outposts during the years of peace, but 
the small garrisons there, without reinforcements, 
could hope to fight at best actions only temporarily 
delaying. And surprise and time and distance stood 
as obstacles too great to be overcome by reinforce- 
ments. 


No sooner had Pearl Harbor been bombed than 
simultaneous attacks were made upon Midway, 
Wake, and Guam. Midway for the time being was 
to suffer only minor blows, but on Wake and Guam 
the Japanese made landings. The first to fall was 
Guam, all resistance there being overcome by De- 
cember 10. The defenders numbered less than six 
hundred and had neither anti-aircraft batteries or 
coast defense guns. Japanese naval and ground 
forces supported by bombers could not be denied. 


Wake also fell to the Japanese, but the sixteen- 
day defense of the tiny island was so heroic that it 
was to become an American epic. The attack began 
four hours after the Pearl Harbor raid, but the in- 
tervention of the international dateline made the 
date December 8. Twenty-four Nipponese bombers 
struck at noon, destroying seven planes and damag- 
ing another. The Americans counted twenty-five 
dead in that first raid. In increasing strength the 
enemy relentlessly bombed and strafed, sending 
twenty, thirty, and forty planes in their noonday 
attacks. Cruisers and destroyers added their fire. 


Yet resistance was kept up by the handful of 
defenders for over two weeks. The installation num- 
bered 378 Marines, a fighter squadron of 62 men, 
and a Naval complement of 74; at times 1,200 civil- 
ian construction workers could be called upon for 
assistance. After the first losses, only five planes 
were available, together with six coastal guns, twelve 
anti-aircraft guns, less than fifty machine guns, and 
the customary supply of rifles and revolvers. 


After three days of softening the island by bom- 
bardment, the Japanese arrived with a landing force 
under the escort of cruisers, destroyers, and gun- 
boats. Despite the odds against them, the Americans 
battered the invaders back short of the beaches. One 
destroyer and a gunboat were sunk by coastal bat- 
teries. Another destroyer was sunk by bombs from 
the five-plane airforce. A light cruiser was set afire 
by bombing and its magazines blew it apart. The 
Navy Department in announcing these successes sent 
morale at home soaring by issuing a quotation from 
the message of Major James Devereux, Marine com- 
mandant at Wake: “Send us more Japs.” Major 
Devereux, at the war’s end, admitted that he had 
sent no such message for already there were too 
many Japs on hand. Dogged courage, not bravado, 
was the keynote at Wake. 


Steadily the enemy continued to pour bombs 
down. The island was almost pulverized. Each day 
would see the irreplaceable loss of a plane or a gun 
that made the attackers’ task that much easier on 
the succeeding day. The story of the last stirring 
hours at Wake has best been told by Gilbert Cant in 
America’s Navy in World War II: “The garrison 
was exhausted beyond all ordinary endurance. It 
was outnumbered. It had virtually no serviceable 
artillery and little or no ammunition. It had few 
machine-guns at best—not more than one for every 
quarter-mile of beach—and probably even these were 
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by now reduced in number. Before Major Devereux 
and Commander Cunningham surrendered, prefer- 
ring to share life in a Japanese prison camp with 
their men rather than condemn them to useless 
slaughter, their radio sent its last, its most gallant 
and its most forlorn message, a masterpiece of un- 
derstatement: ‘Urgent! Enemy on island. The is- 
sue is in doubt.’ ” 


On December 23, Wake Island’s defenders sur- 
rendered. It was, it is true, another American de- 
feat. Yet the legendary exploits of that gallant band 
were the only cheering incidents for the United 
States in the somber early months of the war. For 
with the two links in the island chain severed at 
Guam and Wake, the Philippines, all knew, were cut 
off from aid from the American mainland some 
eight thousand miles away. 


The Japanese by this time had achieved both 
naval and aerial supremacy in the Pacific. To make 
doubly sure of control of the air, they supplemented 
the surprise attacks of December 7 with knock-out 
blows against air fields and air strips on the eve 
of each invasion. Carriers and each newly-won base 
gave the Japanese opportunity to give full air sup- 
port to every ground and naval action. This was 
an overwhelming advantage that they exploited fully 
in the early months of the war. 


The advance of the Japanese through the terri- 
tories surrounding the South China Sea was sensa- 
tional. Thailand they occupied without resistance on 
December 8. With Thailand as a vantage point, Ja- 
panese troops swarmed into Malaya and began a 
series of flanking movements down the east and 
west coasts of that slender peninsula. The Allies 
here came into contact with the skill of Japans’ 
specially trained jungle fighters, and the British 
were rapidly pushed back across the six hundred- 
mile strip of swamp and jungle. To oppose the 200,- 
000 Japanese, the British had been able to muster 
but a slender force to defend their Malaya colony 
rich in rubber and tin and strategically important 
for the defense of Singapore at the peninsula’s 
southern tip. Within two months the Japanese had 
laid seige to the giant British fortress, hitherto, 
considered almost impregnable. 


To participate in the defense of this bastion, the 
Admiralty had sent two of the British navy’s finest 
men-of-war, the battle cruiser Repulse and the 
powerful new battleship Prince of Wales. On De- 
cember 10, 1941, the Japanese scored over those two 
British vessels a victory which removed all doubts 
regarding Japan’s ability to dominate the region. 
Admiral Phillips had moved the Prince of Wales and 
the Repulse out to sea to meet the invaders, but he 
made the mistake of joining battle without air sup- 
port. He and all other naval commanders, for the 
first time in history, were thereupon taught a costly 
lesson. Japanese dive bombers and torpedo bombers 
unleashed a furious attack that had sunk both ships 
in less than two hours. 


The doom of Malay, of Singapore, of Hong Kong, 
of the East Indies could now be plainly seen. Hong 
Kong, a British mainland base in South China was 
lost first; after seventeen days of constant bom- 
bardment, the city finally capitulated on Christmas 
Day of 1941. Nor could fresh reinforcements rushed 
in from England, Australia, and India save Singa- 
pore. Japanese planes pounded the fortress for a 
month, and at last ground forces captured the re- 
servoirs, forcing surrender on February 15, 1942. 
Seventy thousand British troops were taken captive 
at Singapore which Winston Churchill deseribed as 
the “greatest disaster to British arms which history 
records.” 


The capture of Singapore cleared the way on 
one of the Japanese flanks for an attack on the 
Netherlands Indies. In addition, Burma could be set 
upon, and the Burma supply road to China closed. 
Before those advances could be achieved, however, 
the other flank, the Philippines front, would first 
have to be guaranteed. 





Strategists of t 
that in case of a war with Japan a 
the Philippines would be necessa: yr 
thousand miles to Japan than to the An 3 
land, it was clear that the islands were dally 
indefensible. The losses at Pearl Harbor had multi- 
plied the problems of reinforcement many times over 
and had given the Japanese control of the waters 
throughout the Philippine region. The Japanese, 
moreover, had total air superiority, their bases on 
Formosa, in Indo-China, in the Caroline Islands, 
and in the Marianas Islands drawing a tight ring 
around the Philippines. 


Nine hours after the first bomb had fallen at 
Pearl Harbor, the Japanese made concurrent at- 
tacks on Clark Field and Nichol Field, principal 
American airfields in the Philippine Islands. Mili- 
tary installations there were destroyed, and nearly 
all of the planes available to the defenders were 
smashed before they could be put into the air. The 
loss of the planes was a particularly heavy blow 
since they included seventeen Flying Fortresses. 


On December 10, the Japanese made their initial 
landings on the main island of Luzon, and they ac- 
companied this thrust with the bombardment of the 
naval station of Cavite. Cavite was damaged so 
badly that Admiral Thomas C. Hart, commander of 
the Asiatic Fleet, felt compelled to order his remain- 
ing ships to sea. It will be recalled that it was also 
on December 10 that the Prince of Wales and the 
Repulse were sunk. After that day, the Japanese 
could strike almost at will at the Philippines with- 
out fearing that their troops would be set upon by 
American naval or air units. 


Events were to prove, however, that Japan was 
not to be permitted to take over the Philippine Is- 
lands without opposition. General Douglas C. Mac- 
Arthur headed a force on Luzon which was inade- 
quate to offer prolonged resistance to the enemy but 
which, nevertheless, had sufficient strength and de- 
termination to give the Japanese more than a few 
bad moments. Under his command were 19,000 
Americans, 11,000 well trained Filipino scouts, and 
some 60,000 native troops. 


The Japanese made their first landings on De- 
cember 10 at Aparri on Luzon’s northern tip and at 
Vigan on the northwest coast. A few days later they 
sought to put ashore great numbers at Lingayen 
Gulf, lying about half way between Vigan and Ma- 
nila, but accurate artillery fire drove them off with 
heavy losses. The Japanese also suffered severely in 
forcing their way ashore in the Lingayen Gulf on 
December 22, but thousands of troops were landed 
and could not be dislodged. On December 23, and 
December 24, other Nipponese forced their trans- 
ports into Laman Bay and established a beachhead 
at Atimonan and Mauban south of Manila. The 
Japanese were now ready to advance on Manila 
from all sides with an army of 200,000 men sup- 
ported by tanks and planes. 


Realizing that Manila could not be defended, 
General MacArthur declared it an open city, but 
the Japanese bombed it anyway. By January 1, the 
city had been abandoned, and the American troops 
were pulled around and across the bay to estab- 
lish a new line astride the Bataan Peninsula. In 
accomplishing this difficult reconsolidation .of 
forces, the exploits of a group of soldiers and civil- 
ians and natives known as Casey’s Dynamiters 
played an important part. Led by Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Hugh Casey this band of demolition experts blew 
up bridges and blocked roads in the path of the ad- 
vancing Nipponese and thereby gave General Mac- 
Arthur time to regroup his men. 


General Homma, the Japanese commander, had 
predicted an early victory in the Philippines, and 
unmindful of the cost he did not hesitate to use 
every means of attack at his disposal. Yet for three 
months the American and Filipino troops held firmly 
to Bataan, taking a heavy toll of Japanese and time 
and again throwing Homma’s forces back with 
counterattacks. Bataan’s rugged terrain and thick 
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That the end was r 
March 11, when General M 
ders from Washington, left Luzc 
the island of Mindanao and from there fle 
tralia. Upon his arrival at Melbourne, the. [ 
issued a confident forecast of the future: “ he 
President of the United States ordered me to break 
through the Japanese lines and proceed from Cor- 
regidor to Australia for the purpose, as I under- 
stand it, of organizing the American offensive 
relief of the Philippines. I came through and I shall 
return.” 


At last Japanese mass attacks and the ravages 
of hunger and disease could no longer be withstood. 
On April 9, the new commander on Bataan, General 
Jonathan Wainwright, brought an end to further 
suffering by surrendering along with 36,000 of 
American and Filipino troops. 





On Corregidor, an island rock fortress off the 
tip of Bataan, 11,000 defenders still continued to 
hold out. Deep in the tunnels of this stronghold, 
they were besieged for four weeks, as the Japanese 
blasted them with bombs, ship’s guns, and artillery 
fire. Then on May 6 the J apanese forced their way 
into the “Rock,” and all resistance in the Philippines 
was ended. General MacArthur’s words were poign- 
ant: “Corregidor needs no comment from me. It 
has sounded its own story at the mouth of its guns. 
It has scrolled its own epitaph on enemy tablets. 
But through the bloody haze of its last reverberat- 
ing shot I shall always seem to see a vision of grim, 
gaunt, ghostly men, still unafraid.” 


Meanwhile the delay at Bataan had not stopped 
the Japanese from pushing westward from Malaya 
into Burma and eastward and southward into the 
Netherlands Indies. By the middle of February, 
1941, the Japanese had breached the Salween River 
front in Burma, and by the last day of the month 
the Burma Road route into China had been cut. 
The city of Rangoon fell to the Japanese on March 
9. Britain had lost an important colony, but China 
had lost its one supply line. China, for all its 
strength in allies, was for the time being alone. 


Malaya and the Philippine island of Mindanao 
were ready-made springboards for the Japanese 
plunge into the East Indies. Even before the clos- 
ing of the siege of Singapore and their campaign 
in Bataan, they had begun to capitalize upon their 
opening moves into the Dutch and British holdings 
to the south. The invaders made use of blitzkrieg 
tactics that must have made Hitler envious; para- 
chute troops, air bombardment, speedy naval thrusts, 
amphibious operations, and carefully trained jungle 
fighters spread the Empire of Nippon four thou- 
sand miles eastward to the Solomons and southward 
reached a point from which they could almost touch 
Australia. 


The list of Japanese conquests in the first six 
months of warfare reads like a complete chart of 
the South Pacific: Borneo, Amboina, New Guinea, 
Sumatra, Timor, the Celebes, Java, New Ireland, 
New Britain, the Solomons, and the Gilbert Islands. 
Added to their acquisitions of the First World War, 
the Marianas, the Marshalls, and the Carolines, the 
new Greater Japan was an imposing empire. 


The Allied losses at Hong Kong, 
and on Bataan made their defense of the riches of 
the Indies feeble at best. Where they were able, 
however, they made the Japanese advance as costly 
as possible. A small hodge-podge naval force, com- 
posed of American, British, and Dutch units, was 
hastily put together and harrassed Japanese troop 
transports throughout the South Pacific theatre. 


at Singapore, 























ers opened io at close range; not 
‘ he Japanese seem to realize that sur- 
1 , rather than planes or submarines, were 
sible for the raid. The exact amount of dam- 
age done was never known, but reconnaissance 
planes the next day were able to report the observa- 
: tion of sinking ships and a routed convoy. Estimates 
Pe indicate that fifteen Japanese vessels were sunk, 
- and that perhaps as many as 30,000 troops perished. 


Yet in time the overwhelming power of the Ja- 

_ panese navy in that sector brought to an end the 
activity of this make-shift Allied fleet. The Ja- 
panese were bent on taking Java and they massed 
sufficient ships to force their way head-on into 
Surabaya, the Allied base of operations on the is- 
land. On February 27, 1942, the Dutch Admiral 
Conrad Helfrich, commander of the Allied force, 
went out to meet the Japs with five cruisers and 


ava to the enemy. 
pushed enough men 


ied sofia on this point in the Pacific 


ie 
are appeared desperate. From Java and New 


Guinea the Japanese could move directly on Aus- 
tralia. In Burma, they were poised for a thrust 
into India. China had been isolated. A crowning in- 
dignity for the United States was the shelling on 
February 23, 1942, of an oil field on the California 
coast by a Japanese submarine; the gun fire had 
proved harmless but alarmists could not be quieted 
on the subject of this cocky enemy action. 


Six dismal months were those between December, 
1941, and May, 1942. The Allies knew that they 


must brace themselves against other losses that _....... .. 


might be equally bad. They further realized that 
years would be needed to recover what had been 
lost. Americans had much to remember: Pearl Har- 
bor, the stand at Wake, the travail of Bataan, the 
siege of Corregidor. Those bitter remembrances 
made it certain that reparation would be exacted in 
full from Japan regardless of the time and blood 
and sweat and tears the task would take. And the 
road back was almost in sight, although there were 


-none at that time to see. 


CHAPTER VI 


The End of the Beginning in the Pacific 


The first months after Pearl Harbor were not 


altogether a picture of black despair. From time to ~ 


time some American success would temporarily raise 
hopes and point the way toward better things to 
come. One such occasion was the reported sinking 
of Japan’s 29,000-ton battleship, Haruna by bombs 
dropped from a plane piloted by Captain Colin P. 
Kelley. This announcement during the first week of 
the war was later disputed, some naval experts de- 
claring that the Haruna was hit and only damaged; 
yet the uncertainty surrounding the incident did not 
in any way detract from the heroic action of Kelly 
who lost his life when his plane burst into flames. 
As a matter of fact the Haruna did survive; not 
until 1945 was it finally sunk. A second occasion 
was the day in February, 1942, that Lieutenant 
Eddie H. O’Hare, a fighter pilot with the carrier 
Lexington, drove his lone plane repeatedly into a 
flight of nine Japanese bombers and knocked down 
five and set another on fire. Then a month later, a 
small naval force, headed by the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise, bombed captive Wake Island and Mar- 
cus Island, the latter only 1,200 miles from Tokyo. 


On April 18, 1941, came a raid on Tokyo. The 
morale of the America people soared at the an- 
nouncement that a squadron of B-25 medium bomb- 
ers had flown over Japan and had smashed targets 
in Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Kobe, and Osaka. 
Aside from the bare facts of the expedition and a 
statement that Colonel James H. Doolittle had com- 
manded it, little further information was given out 
about the raid. Speculation centered about the start- 
ing point of the bombers since the B-25 customarily 
operated from a land base. President Roosevelt, in 
high good humor, parried questions with the answer 
that the planes had been based on “Shangri-La.” 


Concern for the safety of pilots forced down 
caused the delay of a complete official announce- 
ment for over a year. At last the War Department 
revealed that the bombers had taken off from the 
decks of the carrier Hornet. The Hornet and its 
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special cargo had been conducted to the Japanese 
islands by the carrier Enterprise and a large screen 
of cruisers and destroyers. The plan to move to 
within four hundred miles of Tokyo was upset by 
an encounter with a small Japanese boat when the 
American ships were still eight hundred miles out. 
For fear that a radio flash might have revealed 
their position, the planes took off immediately. 


After they had dropped their bombs, the fliers 
had been instructed to proceed across Japan to 
China and there to land on specified fields and air- 
strips in friendly territory. The extra distance re- 
quired by the hasty take off, together with heavy 
winds and storm conditions, made it impossible for 
the American pilots to carry through as planned. 
Most of the planes ran out of gasoline shortly after 
the pilots had sighted the China coast, and forced 
landings or parachute jumps had to be made in a 
region largely occupied by Japanese troops. Fifteen 
of the sixteen planes used were lost. Sixty-four 
of the eighty crew members contrived with Chinese 
aid to make their way to American authorities. Five 
were interned in Russian territory, two were miss- 
ing, one was killed. Eight became prisoners of the 
Japanese. Jubilation in the United States turned to 
indignation when it was learned that some of the 
captured fliers were put on trial and executed. 


The bombing of Japan was more than adequate 
revenge for the shelling of the California coast in 
February. Not only was material damage inflicted 
on five Japanese cities, but more important was the 
morale value of the raid. Many months were to pass 
before closer bases and larger planes were to make 
the bombing of Tokyo routine. Meanwhile, however, 
the planes from the Hornet had shown the way. 


Two months before the Tokyo smash, on Febru- 
ary 1, 1942, the United States at last answered 
Radio Tokyo’s repeated taunt of ‘Where is the 
American Navy?” The answer came in the form of 
carrier raids on the atolls of the Gilbert and Mar- 
shall Islands, raids that did no irreparable damage to 













lanes, however, these island 8} 





carrier d si 
the hard-pressed Allies a glimpse into a happier 
future. ; 


Under the command of Admiral William F. 
Halsey, a naval task force moved out from Pearl 
Harbor late in January, and reached the point for 
attack on Februry 1. Among Admiral Halsey’s ves- 
sels were the carriers Yorktown and Enterprise, the 
cruisers Chester, Louisville, Northampton, Salt Lake 
City, and St. Louis, and ten destroyers. Each island 
struck seemed to be taken by surprise, and each 
was made to feel the weight of punishing blows. In 
the Marshalls, runs were made over J aluit, Mili, Kwa- 
jalein, Maloelap, and Wotje; in the Gilberts Makin 
was blasted. Kwajalein was discovered to possess a 
well-equipped submarine base with many ships rest- 
ing there at anchor, and it consequently received 
special attention from the bombers and a mop-up 
crew of torpedo planes. Jaluit, Maloelap, and Wotje 
also had attractive targets. The bag for the day 
included two cruisers, a destroyer, a liner, a sea 
plane tender, submarines, tankers, planes, air strips, 
radio stations, water towers, and hangers. 


Seventeen enemy ships in all had been sunk and 
between forty and fifty planes destroyed. As com- 
pared to the losses in the Java Seas, the Gilbert and 


Marshall forays were scant recompense. Yet those’ 


raids lifted the sagging spirits of the fighting men 
of America, and they were thereby made better 
able to accept subsequent losses at Bataan and Cor- 
reigdor, knowing that their turn would come again. 
Come it did in the Coral Sea. 


One of the primary objectives remaining for 
Japan in its campaign to control the South Pacific 
was Australia. Knowing that Australia unaided 
would not be able to defend herself, the Japanese 
systematically set about isolating the continent. A 
noose of bases had been drawn about Australia by 
the Japanese island conquests, and to pull that noose 
tighter they began to assemble in March of 1942 an 
invasion force of considerable strength. Their prob- 
able objectives included Port Moresby in New 
Guinea, the Solomons, the New Hebrides, and New 
Caledonia. The Solomons and New Caledonia lay 
across sea lanes through which supplies passed to 
Australia, while Port Moresby could control the 
Torres Strait between New Guinea and Australia, 
passageway for all sea transport to Darwin on the 
northern coast of the continent. 


Among the posts used by the Japanese in making 
ready for the new strikes were Lae and Salamaua 
on the northern shore of New Guinea. The distance 
from Port Moresby to Salamaua is only one hundred 
miles, but the high Owen Stanley Mountains, rising 
to a height of 16,000 feet, made bombing operations 
by that route too hazardous. The surprise of the 
Japanese was all the greater, therefore, when planes 
from a carrier force, headed by the great ships 
Yorktown and Lexington, appeared over Salamaua 
and Lae. With almost no anti-aircraft fire to face, 
the American pilots had a field day: three cruisers, 
a destroyer, and five big auxiliaries were sunk, and 
eleven other ships, including two destroyers, were 
hit. 


Another Japanese assemb]1 y point American 
scouting planes spotted nearly two months later at 
Tulagi in the Solomons group. The Japanese were 
again taken by complete surprise when planes from 
the same carrier task force struck at the ship con- 
centrations at Tulagi on May 4. The Japanese be- 
came so confused that the American bomber squad- 
rons were able to drop their bombs and return to 
their carriers twice for reloads without a single 
plane being downed by the defenders. The Navy’s 
count shows that twelve of the fifteen ships at 
Tulagi were sunk, with hits being registered on the 
other three. Cruisers, destroyers, and transports were 
among the twelve enemy vessels sent to the bottom. 
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n history | 

was carried on entirely by t 

The Coral Sea is the boc y 0: 
around by Australia, New Guinea, 
lands, thesSolomons, the New Hebrides, d New 
Caledonia. It was in the vicinity of the Louisiades, cet 
southeast of New Guinea, that a scouting plane from > ol 
the Yorktown first came upon the big Japanese force. ; 
The Japanese fleet could not have been surprised by 
the attack that followed, for in anticipation of ac- 
tion they divided their flotilla and started to get 
their planes in the air. Yet when the flight of 
American airships, seventy-six strong, came in for 
battle, the carrier Ryukaku was just turning into 
the wind preparatory to launching its planes. The 
first bomb hit wrecked the Ryukaku’s flight deck, 
and thereafter the big ship was helpless. Dive bomb- 
ers and torpedo planes closed in for the kill, strik- 
ing the carrier with ten bombs and fifteen torpedoes. 
In less than five minutes the 25,000-ton carrier was 
gone. Commander Robert Dixon radioed back to his 
base ship the joyous report: “Scratch one flat- 
top.” And there were other Japanese ships hit that 
May 7 morning. 


The Americans had no time for jubilation, how- 
ever, for a message came at that juncture telling of 
a Japanese attack on the United States tanker 
Neosho and its destroyer escort, the Sims. To Admi- 
ral Frank J. Fletcher this was an announcement 
that still another Japanese force had rounded the 
Solomons and had steamed into the now bloody 
waters of the Coral Sea. The United States force 
moved into position to meet them. May 8 dawned 
with the sun obscured by a heavy overcast so that 
the scouts had a difficult time locating the Japanese 
ships. This time, the Japanese also were on patrol, 
and the American carriers had no sooner sent their 
planes away than a Japanese scout was observed to 
come over for a good look and then to turn about 
for a hurried trip back to his fleet. 


Thus when the Japanese counterattack came a 
short while later, the Lexington and Yorktown were 
naked of defending airships. The enemy sent 108 
planes; half of these headed for each of the big car- 
riers. Three bombs struck the Lexington’s decks and 
torpedoes raked the whole port side of the ship. A 
single bomb blew out a compartment on the York- 
town, killing forty-four of her crew. The Yorktown 
was able to recover quickly, but the Lexington’s fires 
and leaks kept all hands busy. Hours later, just as 
it appeared that the crew’s heroic efforts had saved 
the Lexington, gasoline fumes caused an explosion 
which started new fires that reached the magazine 
and destroyed the ship. 


The sinking of the Lexington kept the Battle of 
the Coral Sea from being a clear-cut American vic- 
tory. The count of warships sunk by each side on 
May 7 and May 8 indicates that losses were about 
equal. The Japanese had lost two aircraft carriers, | 
a heavy cruiser, two destroyers, and some smaller 
craft. The American vessels sunk were the power- 
ful Lexington, the biggest prize of all, the Neosho, 
and the Sims. In planes shot down the margin was 
altogether in favor of the United States: one hun- 
dred Japanese to twenty-one American. 
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Considered from the standpoint of the attain- 
ment of objectives, however, the Coral Sea engage- 
ment was in truth an overwhelming victory for the 
United States. The Japanese in February and March 
had been making preparations for strikes all around 
the Coral Sea with Australia as the ultimate objec- 
tive. The American raids in March on Lae and 
Salamaua and on May 4 on Tulagi had jarred the 
Japanese; the battle of May 7 and May 8 demon- 


started that the Japanese had begun to overreach 
themselves. Australia was not yet safe and no is- 
lands had been wrested from Japanese control. Yet 
America knew and Japan should have known after 
May 8 that the power of the United States Navy 
was enough to hold Japan in check. While the Battle 
of the Coral Seas was not a turning point in the 
history of the war, the battle does mark the point 
at which the Nipponese Empire was first held short 
of an objective. 


Failure in the Coral Sea now caused the Japanese 
to commit a fatal blunder. Sound judgment de- 
manded that they be cautious thereafter in challeng- 
ing the United States Navy. Clearly the time had 
come for the sprawling empire to slow down in its 
campaign for new lands and to concentrate on the 
consolidation and protection of areas already over- 
run. The United States Navy was now known to 
be capable of offensive action; that had been proved 
in the Gilberts and Marshalls as well as in the 
Coral Sea. Certainly no move in the direction of 
Hawaii by the Japanese should have been made at 
any time, unless the American navy was on the 
ropes; yet close on the heels of the Battle of the 
Coral Sea, the Japanese chose to strike at Midway 
Island perhaps with the intention of using it as a 
stepping stone to Hawaii. 


Fletcher Pratt has suggested that the Japanese 
launched their ill-timed offensive against Midway 
because they were impelled by the loss of face in 
the Coral Sea; because they were conscious of the 
speed-up of our production; and because of a belief 
that “fon the evidence of Pearl Harbor, that an un- 
expected attack would always catch us napping.” 
Whatever motives and strategical plans motivated 
the Japanese, they made their bid for Midway in 
June. The name of the ensuing battle, the Battle 
of Midway, is evidence enough to show that the 
Japanese were stopped short of any possible further 
move. There was not to be a Battle of Hawaii. 


The mistakes of Pearl Harbor were not repeated 
as the Japanese had hoped. This time the United 
States was ready. Just how ready the American 
forces were is indicated by a newspaper account 
earried by the Chicago Tribune of June 7, 1942, im- 
mediately following the battle. The Tribune stated 
that the Navy had known the exact strength and the 
location of every segment of the invading force from 
the moment the Japanese set out from their bases. 
Revelations after the close of the war have cleared 
up the mystery of the Navy’s inside information; 
the solving of the Japanese code enabled Intelligence 
to know in advance the concentration of Japanese 
ships, and the prompt transmission of intercepted 
enemy dispatches to the Navy made it possible for 
the necessary countermeasures to be taken. This 
explains why the damaged Yorktown, refueled and 
repaired, was on hand, after a five-thousand-mile 


run from the South Pacific, ready to do battle at © 


Midway. 


This is the explanation also of the seeming indif- 
ference of the Navy to a Japanese feint at the 
Aleutians and Alaska on June 38. Alaska was clearly 
as likely to be the Japanese target as was Midway 
or Hawaii; its defenses were weak, and its strategic 
value was greater than that of Midway. The car- 
rier planes of Japan that bombed Dutch Harbor 
might have been softening up that spot for an in- 
vasion, but to the relief of the defenders nothing 
happened after the bombers left.. For that matter, 
later in the month the Japanese did establish bases 
on Kiska, Attu, and Agattu which necessitated re- 
taliatory action throughout the following months by 
American submarines and bombers. This was a front 
of secondary importance after the check of the Japa- 
nese at Midway, but it would have been deemed of 
major significance on the eve of the great early 
June battle if the broken enemy code had not tipped 
off the high command as to the true Japanese strat- 
egy. Consequently Admiral Chester Nimitz who 
plotted the Navy’s course and Admiral Raymond A. 
Spruance who commanded the forces at Midway 


held their ships in the south for the main enemy 
attack. 

Knowing the Japanese purpose did not neces- 
sarily make the American task of thwarting that 
purpose any easier. The Japanese had assembled a 
huge armada possessed of considerably more strength 
than the United States could put in the Central Pa- 
cific. This great fleet the Japanese had split into 
three squadrons: the first was a striking force, in- 
tended to smash naval opposition, and it consisted of 
four big aircraft carriers, two battleships, four 
cruisers, and twelve destroyers; the second was a 
support force of two battleships, seven cruisers, a 
small carrier, and ten destroyers; the third was an 
occupation force consisting of two armored trans- 
ports, six troopships, four cruisers, twelve destroy- 
ers, ten submarines, and twelve supply ships. Al- 
though outnumbered in surface vessels, the United 
States had one important advantage: land-based 
Flying Fortresses and medium bombers could op- 
erate in the fighting area out of the island of Mid- 
way and the far-ranging Flying Fortresses could 
use distant Hawaii as a base. 


The opening round in the four-day battle came 
on June 3, when Flying Fortresses from Midway, in 
response to a scout’s report, flew out seven hundred 
miles to drop their bombs on the occupation force. 
A cruiser and a transport were left burning. That 
night some clumsy PBY flying boats in the role of 
torpedo planes scored other hits on this same Japa- 
nese squadron. 


The next day the Japanese retaliated with a 
heavy bombardment of Midway by carrier planes in 
what was to prove to be their closest approach to 
their island objective. The administration building, 
the hangers, machine shops, canteens, mess halls, 
all were badly damaged. Of the 180 Japanese planes 
participating in the raid, 48 were brought down. 
Yet the Japanese took a heavy toll of Marine fight- 
ers who sought to hold them off in obsolescent 
Brewsters. 


At the same time that Midway was being bombed, 
planes from the island and the American carriers 
were working on the Japanese ships. The principal 
warships in the United States Navy participating in 
the battle were the aircraft carriers Yorktown, En- 
terprise, and Hornet. The magnitude of the engage- 
ment is indicated by the number of planes sent up in 
the opening phase of the American attack: a flight 
of forty-one torpedo planes composed of fifteen 
from the Hornet, fourteen from the Enterprise, and 
twelve from the Yorktown; thirty-six dive-bombers, 
ten fighters, and a scouting plane from the Hnter- 
prise, and a comparable number of bombers, fighters, 
and scouts from the Yorktown and the Hornet. In 
addition some fifteen Marine dive bombers and six- 
teen Fortresses from the Midway base participated 
—in all over two hundred American planes. And 
the Japanese had aloft just as many. 


This mobile artillery of the men-of-war made 
this Midway battle a spectacular show. For shatter- 
ing power nothing can quite equal a salvo of a bat- 
tleship, but the greater effectiveness of the dive 
bomber enables the carrier to make its power felt in 
a fashion never dreamed of by the battleship. Some- 
thing to behold, moreover, was a plane’s long dive 
at its target, then having dropped its bomb, its 
turning into an almost vertical climb to get out of 
harm’s way. The air battle between the American 
and Japanese pilots, in view of the number of planes 
involved, made the contest seem all the more a strug- 
gle of titans. 


The Americans from Midway in the first hours 
of the battle dealt heavy blows to the large Japanese 
carriers. The Akagi had a gaping hole torn in her 
side by a torpedo, and the new carrier Soryu was 
hit by four bombs. Major Lofton B. Henderson, pilot 
of one dive bomber struck by. enemy fire, held his 
plane on its course and smashed his plane and a 
thousand-pound bomb squarely into the island super- 
structure of the Soryu. The Flying Fortresses then 
came in to help finish the job. 





forces had reached 
way installations had b 
and planes were in bad ie SCC 
were about used up, and their limping 
ordered to turn about to get away from th 


of further attack. But Admiral Spruance and his 


carriers pressed the fight and refused to allow the 
Japanese a rest period. 


Immediately the carrier planes went for the un- 


damaged carrier Kaga, so unprepared for attack 


that its planes were still on the flight deck. Hits 
rained all over the Kaga until it blazed from one 
end to the other; its magazines went up with a roar 
and it was gone. More fires were started on the 
Akagi and the Soryu. The remaining Japanese car- 
rier, however, now got in a blow of its own. Planes 
from the Hiryu turned on the Yorktown and planted 
bombs on her decks and down her funnel. Although 
the Hiryu then made off with an escort of two bat- 
tleships, a cruiser, and a destroyer, the American 
planes caught up with the group and thoroughly 
worked them over. All of the ships were hit and the 
Hiryu was left burning from stem to stern. 


The dying carrier giants, both Japanese and 
American, still were afloat except for the Kaga. 
Flying Fortresses finished off the Akagi while the 
submarine Nautilus accounted for the Soryu. The 
Hiryu sank without receiving a coupe de grace. Just 
as it appeared that the Yorktown might be saved, 
a Japanese submarine delivered the blows that fin- 
ished her. The. same submarine’s torpedoes found 
their mark in the destroyer Hamman and it too was 
sunk. 


The United States, through the Hornet, got in 
the last blows. Planes from the Hornet, searching 
for the scattered Japanese, came upon two cruisers, 
the Mikuma and the Mogami. Both vessels were 
sunk as the final act in the Battle of Midway. It 
was June 6; the battle had been in progress four 
days. 


The official Navy communique gives this reca- 
pitulation of the losses inflicted on the Japanese: 
four carriers were sunk, the Kaga, the Akagi, the 
Soryu, and the Hiryu; two heavy cruisers, the Mo- 
gami and the Mikuma were sunk; three destroyers 
and one transport were sunk; three battleships were 
damaged, one severely; four cruisers and several 
lesser craft were damaged; an estimated 275 planes 
were shot down or lost at sea; approximately 4,800 
Japanese were killed or drowned. The American 
losses were announced as the Yorktown and the 
Hamman, 150 planes, and 307 men. 


Perhaps the best Summary of the place of the 
Battle of Midway in the history of the Second World 
War has been given by Hanson W. Baldwin: “It 
was a defensive victory and an incomplete victory 
but a great victory. Had we been able to follow it 
up and wipe out the remnants of the Japanese Fleet 
by surface ship action it might have been one of the 
decisive victories in the history of the world. As it 
was, it saved Hawaii and tended more nearly to 
equalize the strengths of the two fleets in the Pa- 
cific.” The nature of the victory at Midway was 
misunderstood in America after the first communi- 
ques with newspaper headlines screaming “Jap 
Fleet Smashed,” and the tendency has been to ex- 
aggerate its importance ever since that time. Yet 
no amount of analysis can dim the glory of the 
Navy, Marine, and Army units that participated in 
the engagement nor lessen their achievement in 
bringing the advancing Japanese to a jarring, crash- 
ing halt. The Japanese Navy was far from smashed, 
but it was not again throughout the war to assume 
the offensive except on a small seale as a support- 
ing force for a landing operation, 

Another branch of the naval service, the sub- 
marine patrol, played a significant role in checking 
the advance of the Japanese after their successes 
during the early months of warfare. The carrier 
Soryu, downed at Midway, was only one of many 
Japanese vessels sunk by submarine action. During 
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tion and a record of. i at 
pride for many generations to 
merchant vessels and transport shi 
ply routes to the Pacific islands. They | 
Tokyo harbor and struck at shipping in the 


home base. They dodged depth charges all over the 


Pacific. Navy men will never tire of telling the 
story of Commander Howard W. Gilmore: how, 
when he was riddled by bullets while running to the 
conning tower when his vessel had to submerge, he 
gave the order that saved his ship and cost him his 
life: “Take her down.” 


Not without cause did Admiral Hart, at one time 
at the head of the fleet in the Far East, refer to 
the submarines as the most important ships of his 
command. “They forced,” Fletcher Pratt wrote in 
the October, 1943, issue of Harper’s Magazine, ‘“ma- 
jor realignments in Japanese strategy, methods, and 
even production. They turned the exploitation of 
the Indies, which had seemed so simple, into an af- 
fair of continual combats that necessitated Japanese 
countermeasures which ate up much of the resources 
that had been gained. It is probably not too much to 
say that the American submarines, more than any 
one factor, were responsible for the stagnation of 
the Japanese island-creeping offensive. .. . It was 
not the Battle of Midway alone, but also the work 
of the submarines that preceded, accompanied, and 
followed it, that placed the Pacific initiative in our 
hands and changed the face of the war.” 


The successes of the United States Navy in the 
Coral Sea and at Midway, supplemented by the ac- 
tivities of the submarine patrols, greatly lessened 
the pressure on Australia. Allied ground forces were 
equally important in bringing relief to the belea- 
guered Dominion, and in New Guinea and in the 
Solomons they conducted campaigns that brought to 
an end the string of victories that the Japanese had 
enjoyed since December 7. 


Upon General MacArthur’s arrival in Australia 
in March, 1942, he was announced by President 
Roosevelt to be in command of all air, sea, and land 
forces east of Singapore in the Southwest Pacific. 
From the outset he had the unqualified support of 
the Australian people who hailed the new appoint- 
ment “the best single piece of news since the out- 
break of the Pacific War.” Despite their enthusi- 
asm, however, the Australians could not defend their 


“extensive continental domain unaided. This fact 


Washington and London understood, and convoys in 
increasing size were headed for Australia. On April 
7, the American Forty-first Division arrived, and a 
month later it was followed by the Thirty-second 
Division. In addition some of the troops of the 
Australian forces sent to the Middle East were 
drawn back. Yet the Pacifie front until the last 
months of the war was treated as secondary by the 
Supreme command, and the slender forces “down 
under”’ were expected to hold off the Japanese as 
best they could. 


Meanwhile MacArthur was making use of the 
resources available to him. His plan was to stop the 
Japanese before they reached Australia, to make 
New Guinea as valueless to them as possible. By 
his reckoning the Allies’ one base in New Guinea, 
Port Moresby, must be held at all costs since it of- 
fered a base for American operations at a spot most 
likely to prove troublesome to the Japanese. Port 
Moresby in enemy hands, however, could be used as 
an assembly point for an invasion against Australia; 
despite the difficulties involved, therefore, it had to 
be retained. 











uly 29, 1942, the 
ove toward Port Moresby by 
h virtu lly impassable route across the 
n Stanley Mountains. Australian outposts 
-Kokoda trail through the mountains op- 
d each step of the enemy’s progress. Through 
month of August the slow advance of the Japa- 
nese continued, but by the middle of September they 
had been halted. An incredible retaliatory attack by 
the Australians then pushed the Nipponese back 
across the jungle trail to the other side of the Owen 
Stanley range. On August 25 a Japanese attempt to 
effect a landing at Milne Bay was beaten back with 
heavy loss to the attackers. For the time being the 
New Guinea outpost in the Australian defense was 
firmly held. 


At the time the Japanese were being checked on 
New Guinea, a campaign was launched by American 
forces that was to mark a sudden change in the 
course of the war. The people of all the Allied na- 
tions understood full well that defensive victories 
and restraining actions would not win back the lands 
yielded to the enemy. Equally it was clear that a 
move on the Japanese home islands would be neces- 
sary for ultimate victory. With Allied forces so 
heavily committed to striking down the European 
foe first, however, the war in the Pacific seemed 
fated to last far into the future. Victory at Midway 
was fine, it was felt, but how long, ran the question, 
must we wait for victory in the Philippines and in 
Japan. 


In August of 1942 an answer began to be made 
to that question. The answer was in the form of 
offensive action by a combined force of ground, 
naval, and air units. The place was Guadalcanal in 
the Solomon Islands. 


The offensive directed against the Solomons by 
the United States was originally limited in char- 
acter, both as to objectives and to commitments. 
The initial objectives were, first, to restrain the 
Japanese in their attempts to push out of the Cen- 
tral Pacific and, second, to make secure the Ameri- 
can supply lines to Australia. Actually then the 
thrust into the Solomons was at the outset primarily 
a defensive maneuver intended to keep the Nippon- 
ese so busy that they would not have time to create 
trouble elsewhere. In time, however, this little of- 
fensive grew into one of the major campaigns of the 
war. 


Not a fraction of the men and materials were 
available for an invasion of the Solomons that were 
needed. Nazi submarines were operating full blast in 
the Atlantic, and convoys there required the use of 
many transport vessels and warship escorts. Shortly 
the Allies would invade North Africa, and troops 
and materials and planes and ships were being ac- 
cumulated for that purpose. Too lttle was left for 
the Pacific, and the Solomons were only pinpoints in 
the Pacific. Only the Marine First Division could be 
spared for the landings in the Solomons. The naval 
support was to be furnished by the South Dakota, 
one of the newest of the battleships, three carriers, 
the Wasp, the Saratoga, and the Hornet, some cruis- 
ers, and destroyers. In command were Major General 
A. A. Vandegrift of the Marine Corps and Vice- 
Admiral Robert L. Ghormley for the Navy. 


The chosen area of attack, the Solomons, was a 
chain of islands over five hundred miles in length. 
The islands that were to prove of importance in the 
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At dawn ¢ on oe ie 1942, the en pee Ss 


Astoria, Quincy, and Vincennes and Australia’s Can- 


berra entered the Sealark Channel between Guadal- 
canal and Florida and swung toward Guadalcanal; 
next entered the Australia, the Hobart, and three 
American cruisers, all heading for Tulagi. Dive 
bombers and naval salvos quickly knocked out shore 
batteries, and most of the enemy’s planes were 
smashed on the ground. Resistance at Guadalcanal 
was surprisingly weak; at Tulagi, Gavatu, and 
Tanambogo two attacks were beaten off and the 
Marines were barely able to hold on at Tulagi and 
Gavatu. Not until the next day was a foothold on 
Tanambogo made secure. 


On August 8, the Japanese opened counteroffen- 
sives at all points occupied by American forces, and 
for months thereafter American troops were com- 
pelled to face a savage and determined foe. Rarely 
have Americans had to fight under worse conditions: 
the climate was almost unbearably hot and humid; 
the tropical rains were unrelenting; the dense jun- 
gle growth and slime complicated conditions of com- 
bat; the enemy had to be exterminated one by. one 
in the many caves of the island. The Japanese had 
comparatively short supply lines and almost nightly 
ran in enough men and materials to make the posi- 
tion of the Americans desperate; the same ships that 
brought reinforcements, moreover, subjected the oc- 
cupying troops to periodic bombardments with their 
heavy naval guns. During the day land-based bomb- 
ers came down from Rabaul on New Britain to blast 
them, and at night submarines threw shell-fire at 
them. Always the struggle was hard, usually against 
well-trained jungle fighters who preferred to work 
in the pitch black of the tropical night. In straight 
hand-to-hand combat the Japanese were tough, and 
in the use of trick devices such as the wiring of 
their own dead as booby traps they were unsur- 
passed. The most hardened veteran found Guadal- 
canal a nerve-racking experience. “In due course,” 
says Fletcher Pratt, “there were so many break- 
downs among our men that the psychiatric cases 
equaled those hospitalized for wounds.” 


Throughout the first three months of the Solo- 
mons campaign, the march of events offered testi- 
mony to the shoestring nature of the offensive, to 
the hurried preparations, to the lack of men and 
equipment. Just how hazardous was the American 
position is indicated by the Marine commander, Gen- 
eral A. A. Vandegrift, who wrote in the New York 
Times for August 5, 1945: “In mid-October, after 
some planes had joined us, our aviation gasoline re- 
serves fell desperately low. Ammunition became 
pure gold. Food problems forced us to settle for two 
meals a day. Just before a major enemy attack 
broke, heroic efforts by naval supply forces brought 
sufficient relief to see us through.” 


In bringing these reinforcements to the hard- 
pressed American troops, the United States Navy on 
several occasions encountered the Japanese fleet as 
it was bent on a similar purpose of supply. The 
first engagement between the two navies in the Solo- 
mons occurred on the night of August 8, 1942, the 
second night of the campaign. Shortly after mid- 
night a Japanese task force of three cruisers and 
seven destroyers slipped past a destroyer patrol and 
into the waters between Guadalcanal and Tulagi. 
Their flares and searchlights suddenly lighted up 
the Allied ships, and before the surprised crews 
could get to their battle stations Japanese broad- 
sides and torpedoes ripped our flotilla apart. The 
heavy cruisers Astoria, Vincennes, and Quincy and 
the Australian cruiser Canberra were sunk without 
material damage to the Japanese squadron. It was 
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one of the worst defeats in th 
States Navy. : . 

A second clash between units of the two 

fleets on August 24 ended with results more fa 


able to the American cause. Planes from two United. 


States carriers, the Saratoga and the Enterprise, 
engaged Japanese land-based bombers and carrier 
planes in a violent air battle. Ninety-six enemy 
planes were shot down, more than twice the number 
of American planes lost. A Japanese battleship, a 
light cruiser, and two transports were damaged by 
bomber action, while a small aircraft carrier, the 
Ryujyo, was sunk. On the debit side, the Enterprise 
was struck by heavy bombs, but repair crews were 
able to put the “indestructible” ship back in trim. 


The hit and run naval battles continued through 
the following November. On August 30, a Japanese 
bomber sank our transport-destroyer Colhoun. A 
week later a Nipponese cruiser and two destroyers 
knocked out two American destroyer-transports, the 
Little and the Gregory. On September 15, a heavy 
blow was experienced when a Japanese submarine 
torpedoed the aircraft carrier Wasp and the de- 
stroyer O’Brien. On that same day that the Wasp 
and the O’Brien were lost, the Japanese came close 
to rolling up the whole front and pushing the Ma- 
rines on Guadalcanal into the sea; they fought their 
way to the tent which served as General Vande- 
grift’s headquarters before they were stopped. 


At that juncture an American naval squadron 
again saved the campaign. On October 11, a new 
group of American cruisers and destroyers put in 
their appearance, lay in wait, and that night am- 
bushed a large Japanese force of supply vessels and 
their escorts. The Japanese first learned of the 
presence of the Boise, the Helena, the Salt Lake 
City, the San Francisco, and the other American 
men-of-war when suddenly forty-nine of the ships’ 
heavy guns blazed forth in one mighty broadside. 
At close range the American gunners could not miss. 
Conflicting reports make it difficult to determine the 
actual amount of damage inflicted on the Japanese, 
but it appears that three cruisers, four destroyers, 
and a transport were sunk. The Boise was damaged, 
and the destroyer Duncan was lost by the United 
States Navy. Yet in less than a week the Japanese 
bounced back and bombed and sank the destroyer 
Meredith and badly damaged the destroyer Mc- 
Farland. 


Public criticism by this time had been aroused 
by the severe losses in the Solomons. Partly as a re- 
sult of this outspoken questioning of strategy, Ad- 
miral Ghormley was removed as commander of naval 
forces in the region. Vice Admiral William Halsey 
replaced Ghormley. Whether or not the fabulous 
“Bull” Halsey was wholly responsible for the ensu- 
ing change in American fortunes would be hard to 
determine; at any rate a sharp turn for the better 
did occur. 


October 26, 1942, saw the first important engage- 
ment between the opposing fleets in the Solomons 
area after Halsey took command. In this Battle of 
Santa Cruz a strong Japanese force, including bat- 
tleships, carriers, cruisers, and destroyers, was 
stopped short of its Guadalcanal objective. Among 
the United States vessels that participated in the 
battle were the South Dakota, the Enterprise, the 
Hornet, and two new anti-aircraft cruisers, the At- 
lanta and the Juneau. The Japanese fleet was sent 
limping back north with the loss of 150 planes and 
severe damage to a battleship, two carriers, and 
three heavy cruisers. Yet the Japanese claimed the 
victory; they had downed the destroyer Porter and 
most important of all they had sunk the Hornet, a 
ship that the Japanese had been out to get since the 
previous spring when planes had left its flight deck 
and bombed Tokyo. In addition hits had been scored 
on the South Dakota and the Enterprise. The South 
Dakota, however, again gave a remarkable exhibi- 
tion by knocking enemy planes out of the air almost 
at will. 
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the Japanese could not depress their guns 
fire at the waterline. To the watchers on 
battle was an awe-inspiring spectacle; the t 
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of a searchlight, the blinding flash of a gun muzzle, 
the arching trail of a star shell revealed from time 
to time the twisting ships as they lunged about in 
their death struggle. Later fires and explosions 
aboard the vessels lighted up the whole scene. 


Daylight showed that three of our destroyers, the 
Laffey, the Cushing, and the Barton were gone and 
that the Monssen was able to stay afloat only an 
hour longer. Among the cruisers, the Atlanta was 
a wreck and had to be scuttled, the Portland was 
rudderless, and the Helena and the San Francisco 
were limping. Admiral Callaghan and Admiral Nor- 
man Scott were listed among the dead. The Japanese 
had headed north away from Guadalcanal without 
having touched or fired on its shores, leaving two 
cruisers and four destroyers on the ocean’s floor as a 
reminder of the battle. American planes pursued 
the retreating enemy and finished the job of sinking 
a battleship that had been damaged heavily in the 
night engagement. The American cruiser, Juneau, 
however, was another casualty of the second day of — 
fighting; it was picked off by an enemy submarine. 


November 15 was a field day for American bomb- 
ers and gunners. A Japanese convoy of eight troop 
transports, without a sufficiently large supporting 
escort of fighting ships, was set upon by land-based 
bombers during the afternoon, and most of the trans- 
ports were sunk with a heavy toll of lives. That 
night the big ships slugged it out-in a battle in 
which the South Dakota and the Washington took 
part. A Japanese battleship was sunk and a second 
damaged; two Japanese cruisers were split in two 
and another also was sunk; a destroyer completed 
the list of enemy losses. All of this was at the cost of 
one destroyer sunk and two damaged. 


Thereafter the issue in the Solomons was never 
in doubt. The Japanese were not through, but they 
were able after that to engage only in a war of at- 
trition. After the hardest kind of fighting which 
lasted until February, 1943, Guadalcanal was 
wrested from the Japanese.. ; 


The long bitter campaign had done more than 
mark the beginning of the American assumption of 
the offensive. The struggle on’ land had demon- 
strated that American Marine and Army units were 
ready to endure the severest of hardships and at the 
same time were skilled enough. to smash a clever 
ruthless enemy. Valuable lessons had been. learned 
about teamwork, about the coordination of land, sea, 
and air forces. 


In the words of General Vandegrift: ‘Guadal- 
canal, in effect, became a trap into which not only 
crack units of the Japanese Army but highly prized 
warships, transports and planes were drawn to their 
destruction.” A clear illustration of this may be 
found in the count of Japanese warships blasted by 
bombers and surface vessels. Sixty-nine ships were 
sunk, including two battleships, one carrier, eleven 
cruisers, twenty-two destroyers, twenty-four trans- 
ports, and nine lesser craft; while over a hundred 
vessels were damaged, among them being seven bat- 
tleships, four carriers, thirty-one cruisers, fifty-one 
destroyers, thirteen transports, and a number of 
smaller ships. 


The Solomons campaign would have been impor- 
tant if it had resulted in nothing except the destruc- 
tion of all this Japanese equipment. Yet it was im- 
portant further in marking the beginning of the 
island-hopping progress toward Tokyo. Tokyo was 
still far in the distance, but we were on our way. 








atres of a ce Fit halt of the year 
customarily was a period of Axis victories, while 
during the last six months the Allies began to 
- achieve a measure of vengeance. By the year’s end, 
however, no overwhelming triumphs had been scored 
by the Allies, and the Axis nations could use any 
world map to demonstrate that their claims to domi- 
nance still were hard to challenge. 


American publicists, however, were able to review 
the events of the year after Pearl Harbor and de- 
clare with remarkable foresight that the advantage 
in the war was beginning to turn to the Allies. The 
words of one of the ablest of these writers, Hanson 
W. Baldwin, writing for Foreign Affairs, gives the 
viewpoint held by most of them: “This has been a 
year of hope deferred, of tragedy, of the most acute 
danger this nation has ever faced, a year of great 
defeats and great victories, a year in which the 
United States has found its soul, mustered its 
strength, organized its armies, and commenced its 
long, hard forward march to victory. It has been a 
year of crises, but of crises met, endured and passed. 
It has seen, probably, the turning point of the war. 

. Slowly but surely the strategic initiative is 
shifting to the United Nations. The future will 
depend more upon what we do than upon what the 
enemy does. We can still lose the war, but if we do 
so it will be because of our own mistakes and weak- 
nesses, not primarily because of the enemy’s 
strength. For the strength of the Axis is commenc- 
ing to be outmatched and the inestimable advantages 
of the initiative are passing to our side.” 


Nowhere was the mounting strength of the Allies, 
accompanied by an observable waning of Axis power, 
more clearly evident than in the struggle for control 
of the air over the continent of Europe. During the 
Battle of Britain in the months following the fall of 
France, Hermann Goering’s Luftwaffe had enjoyed 
complete mastery of the air not only over Europe 
but over England as well. In the autumn months of 
1940 large areas of London were wrecked, Coventry 
was left a shambles, the industrial cities were 
blasted. The air blitz had been checked by the RAF, 
but only to the extent that a Nazi attempt to win 
victory through the use of air power was thwarted. 
The next two years were to see an almost complete 
reversal of positions for the two air forces. 


Between November, 1940, and February, 1941, 
the British Empire’s airmen dealt very roughly with 
Premier Mussolini’s Regia Aeronautica. While Brit- 
ain’s most able pilots were engaged in defending the 
British Isles, the Empire’s second team almost 
cleared the skies in Northern Africa and in the 
eastern Mediterranean of Italian planes. Flying 
obsolescent air craft, British and Dominion airmen 
more than held their own against the best the Ital- 
ians had to offer, and with the belated arrival of 
some Hurricanes and Curtiss Tomahawks the mas- 
tery of the British was established beyond all doubt. 
The British air arm had previously helped the Royal 
Navy drive the Italian fleet from the Mediterranean. 
Naval planes unaided in November, 1940, had sunk 
half of the Italian battle fleet at Taranto in Italy, 
and they had participated in the smashing of the 
Italian Navy in the Battle of Cape Matapan off the 
southwestern coast of Greece in March, 1941, a great 
engagement in which the Royal Navy had crushed 
the Italians. Thereafter the Italian air, naval, and 
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military services were on the defensive until whey 
were forced from the war. 


Against the Germans, however, the Royal ie 
Force found the Mediterranean theater less to its lik- 
ing. Hitler had hurried elements of the Luftwaffe 
to North Africa in the beginning of 1941 to save 
the crumbling Italian Empire, and they stayed on to 
fly support for Rommel’s Afrika Korps in the Tun- 
isian and Libyan desert. Daily the Nazi fliers’ 
winged out over the Mediterranean to harrass Brit- 
ish convoys; and after Crete fell to the German air- 
men, it became a major base for profitable opera- 
tions against British merchant ships and fleet units. 
Inexplicably, however, Hitler did not bother to take 
over Gibraltar with the aid of his henchman Franco. 
and as Malta continued to withstand attack the Brit- 
ish convoys kept on plying the Mediterranean. 


In May, 1941, the Royal Navy with the aid of its 
air arm scored its first notable offensive success 
against the Nazis. For the most part, the small Ger- 
man Navy was kept bottled up in its home ports, 
but occasionally a pocket battleship would slip out 
and lurk around shipping lanes in the North Sea or 





' the Atlantic to prey on convoys. 


In May, however, the giant 45,000-ton super- 
dreadnaught Bismarck made its way out of a Nor- 
wegian port and headed for the Atlantic. Reconnais- 
sance planes took up the hunt, and in a short while 
spotted the Bismarck and the pocket battleship Prinz 
Eugen near the coast of Greenland. Ships of the 
British fleet began the chase, and on May 24, one of 
the most powerful ships in the Royal Navy, the 
Hood, gave battle. The Hood was sunk after only a 
few minutes of fighting. The two German ships con- 
tinued their flight, the Prinz Eugen eventually re- 
turning safely to its home waters, but the British 
pursuers kept hot after the Bismarck. Aircraft 
from the carriers Ark Royal and Victorious on May 
26, scored torpedo hits on the Nazi vessel, so reduc- 
ing its speed that the following day British war- 
ships were able to catch up with her. The Bismarck 
died hard, but torpedoes and broadsides at last sank 
the great battleship. 


Meanwhile the Germans had not entirely ceased 
their air war against the British Isles. It was no 
longer a blitz, but sporadic raids continued and ruin 
and death still stalked England. Casualties lists 
from Nazi raids in the first two months of 1941 
were less than one-fifth as long as they had been 
during the height of the blitz, but this still meant 
that over 5,000 were killed. By May the Germans 
had stepped up their attacks, and over 10,000 dead 
were counted by the British in that month alone. 


After May, 1941, the Nazi pace slackened. Brit- 
ish defensive weapons to some degree were respon- 
sible. The anti-aircraft ground defenses were im- 
proved. New planes for night-fighting, such as the 
Bristol-Beaufighter and the Douglas Havoc, proved 
most effective, and the use of radar in spotting 
planes considerably aided the defenders against 
night raids. More important, however, was the 
Nazis’ opening of their front against Soviet Russia 
in June, 1941. The Germans became so heavily in- 
volved in the east that they had to withdraw the 
majority of their planes from their French and 
Norwegian bases. 


This opportunity the British air force hastened 
to exploit. New and more powerful bombs had been 
used by the RAF the previous spring in raids on 
Emden, Hamburg, and Mannheim. Now those bombs 
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announced losses of British aircraf 
creasing air offensive. On June 27 v 
were lost over Bremen; on tember 7 twen 

downed; and on November 7 th -seven bom 
failed to return from sweeps over Berlin, 
and Mannheim. 


Yet to the Russians, and to many of the English, 
the British were moving entirely too slowly. As the 
Nazi offensive against the Soviet Union rolled 
steadily into Russia, the British government was 
beset on every hand with requests for the opening of 
a second front. With the Russians engaging the 
bulk of the German armies, the Allied peoples 
everywhere urged an offensive against the Axis in 
France, in Norway, in Italy—an offensive any- 
where that would be strong enough to divert Nazi 
strength away from the eastern front. Official 
newspapers and administrative spokesmen of the 
Soviet Union were insistent, and in due course 
Premier Stalin made brusque demands for action. 


The British, however, were not yet prepared for 
a European invasion; and even after the entrance 
of the United States into the war, time was needed 
for production and supply concentration. Until the 
day when the Allies could prepare an offensive, the 
British and later the United States threw all the air 
power they could muster against the Germans in 
the west. In this manner it was hoped that the pub- 
lic clamor for a second front would be stilled. Time 
was to prove that the Russians were not to be 
quieted until an actual armed invasion had been 
achieved, that Stalin still was to call for the Allies 
to “fulfill their obligations fully and on time.” 


Yet the heightened air assault on Germany inau- 
gurated in the spring of 1942 did much to soften 
the Nazis for ultimate defeat. The British had 
learned from the Nazi raids on England and from 
their own attacks on Germany during 1941 that 
small raids directed at specific military installations 
did little lasting harm to the enemy. Saturation 
bombing of an entire city, however, served to dis- 
rupt all activity, civilian and military, and a raid of 
great proportions might permanently knock out a 
major city. 

This new strategy of air attack was first tried 
out against the Baltic cities of Rostock and Lubeck. 
Both were shipping centers, and in addition Lubeck 
served as a submarine base and Rostock was a pro- 
duction point for airplanes and submarines. The 
port of Lubeck, through which passed war materials 
of all sorts, was pulverized in a raid on the night of 
March 28; half of the city of 150,000 was razed. On 
April 24 and three successive night thereafter, Ros- 
tock was pounded by hundreds of tons of bombs. 
Fires started the first night were visible for ninety 
miles and lighted the way for the bombers on the 
following nights. 


In an address delivered May 10, Prime Minister 
Churchill used these raids for propaganda purposes 
in Germany: “We have a long list of German cities 
in which the vital industries of the German war ma- 
chine are established. All these it will be our stern 
duty to deal with, as we have already dealt with 
Lubeck, with Rostock and half a dozen important 
bases. The civilian population of Germany have, 
however, an easy way to escape from these sey- 
erities. All they have to do is to leave the cities 
where munitions work is being carried on, abandon 
their work and go out into the fields, and watch 
the home fires burning. In this way they may find 
time for meditation and repentance. . . . There they 
may remember that it is the villainous Hitlerite 
regime which is responsible for dragging Germany 
through misery and slaughter to ultimate ruin and 
that the tyrant’s overthrow is the first step to world 
liberation.” 


Yet three weeks later, the bombing of Cologne, 
on May 30, and of Essen, on June 2, made the blast- 
ing of Lubeck and Rostock look like hit and run 
raids. Cologne, with a population of 768,000, was 
the transportation and industrial center of the Ruhr, 
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Three days later 1,036 planes dropped another 
three thousand tons of explosives on a second Ruhr 
City, Essen, the seat of the Krupp armament indus- 
try. By any previous standard the British would 
not have had time to service their planes between 
the Cologne and Essen raids, but by some miracle 
the two assaults had been managed. The hopes for 
a sustained air offensive on this scale were to prove 
to be too optimistic; although only forty-four planes 
had been lost over Cologne and only thirty-five in 
the Essen raid, the drain on man power, planes, 
repair parts, and aviation gasoline was too great for 
nightly sweeps with a thousand planes. 


Despite all efforts of the Goebbels propaganda 
machine, the extent of the devastation to Cologne 
and Essen could not be concealed. The cloud of 
smoke that arose from the fires could be seen for a 
hundred miles, and for several days after the raids 
the pall of smoke was so thick that reconnaissance 
pilots were unable to take photographs. The square 
miles of rubble and the mass exodus of the inhabit- 
ants were testimonials to the success of the attacks, 
no matter how Dr. Goebbels might attempt to mini- 
mize the damage. 


This time it was Air Marshal Sir Arthur T. 
Harris, chief of Great Britain’s Bomber Command, 
who gave voice to an English warning to Germany. 
Late in July he broadcast in German, sketching the 
rise of Allied air power, foretelling the increase of 
British bomber output, and predicting the doubling 
and redoubling of American production. He made 
mention of the arrival in England of a United States 
air force. Then he made a solemn promise: “It’s 
not revenge, although we cannot forget Warsaw, 
Rotterdam, Belgrade, London, Plymouth, and Coven- 
try. We are bombing Germany city by city, ever 
more terribly, in order to make it impossible for you 
to go on with the war. That’s our objective, and we 
shall pursue it remorselessly. You have no 
chance. Soon we shall be coming over every night, 
rain, blow, or snow—we and the Americans. We 
aoe going to scourge the Third Reich from end to 
end.” 


In appealing to the German people to end the 
bombing by overthrowing the Nazis and making 
peace, both Prime Minister Churchill and Air Mar- 
shal Harris were drawing heavily on a technique 
used to great advantage during the First World 
War. Then Woodrow Wilson, as spokesman for the 
Allies, had been worth several armies to the Allied 
cause by dividing the German people and their 
Prussian leaders with his speeches. Neither in 1942 
nor later was such a division brought about; not 
until Germany was overrun was the Nazi will to 
resist broken. 


The combined Allied air forces were to keep up 
a relentless air assault on Hitler’s Europe until a 
total German defeat was achieved. On the night 
that Sir Arthur Harris spoke, July 28, 1942, Ham- 
burg was assailed by four hundred Lancaster four- 
motored bombers. Factories and docks of this center 
of U-boat building were pounded. The next night 
Saarbrucken, source of coal, iron, and steel, was hit 
hard. On July 381, the big industrial and steel center 
of 500,000 inhabitants, Dusseldorf, was subjected to 






















a saturation attack by six hundred bombers. An of- 
ficial Air Ministry release gave this calmly drama- 
tic description of the Dusseldorf raid: “ Dusseldorf 
lay quiet as the first of the bombers came over. 
One Lancaster pilot . . . described the flight over 
the silent and apparently unresisting city. . . . 
There were no guns and no searchlights. The Lan- 
casters dropped bombs that were the first of many 
thousands. So clear was the night that the flash of 
the heaviest bombs was astonishingly brilliant. But 
even more dramatic was the sudden answer of the 
defenses. Hundreds of searchlights came on at once. 
The sky was filled with bursting shells. To over- 
come such opposition it was necessary that bombs 
fall in a ceaseless rain. They did.” One hundred 
and fifty “blockbusters” and 200,000 incindiaries 
were in that ceaseless rain. 


The rain kept up through August. Another six 
hundred plane raid was made on Kassel, the pro- 
duction center for locomotives, aircraft, and engines. 
Nine hundréd miles were traveled to blast the sub- 
marine base of Gdynia in the Polish Corridor. The 
Diesel engine factories of Nurmberg were the target 
for one night, followed by airdromes in Belgium, 
docks at Ostend, a power station at Lille. All ele- 
ments of the German transportation system came in 
for special attention with the result that efficiency 
was vitally cut down and important freight began 
to clog warehouses, yards, and canals. By the first 
of September, British officials were able to announce 
that the August raids had laid waste six square 
miles in nine German cities, that five hundred war 
factories had been smashed, and that over a million 
Nazis had been made homeless. And Nazi retaliatory 
raids were surprisingly weak. The German planes 
came to Britian, but they hit back so weakly that it 
became increasingly obvious that the Luftwaffe was 
not what it used to be. 


At that juncture the weight of the United States 
Air Force began to be felt. The United States 
Eighth Air Force, organized in January, 1942, had 
arrived in England by July, but not until August 17 
did it complete a mission of its own over Europe. 
Major General Ira C. Eaker, the commander of the 
Eighth Air Force, announced in March, 1948, that 
the first six months of his organization’s existence 
were largely experimental; and not for many months 
thereafter were the Americans able to achieve full 
partnership with the RAF. 


Nazi propaganda, try as Dr. Geobbels might, 
could not cover up the devastating effect of the 
Allied air offensive of 1942. Reconnaissance planes, 
aerial photographs, allied agents, secret anti-Nazi 
radio announcements, official German admissions, 
and neutral observers all told the same story of 
cities made uninhabitable, wide areas demolished, 
and industrial effort stalled. Eight of Germany’s 
thirty-five key cities had become liabilities: Lubeck, 
Rostock, Cologne, Emden, Wilhelmshaven, Mainz, 
Karlsruhe, and Dusseldorf. In other cities block 
after block had been reduced to rubble: in Essen, 
Bremen, Hamburg, Saarbrucken, Kiel, Munich, 
Osnabruck, Kassel, Duisburg, Oberhausen, and 
Munster. 


During the peak of the Nazi air blitz in England, 
the greatest weight of bombs used by the Germans 
in a single raid amounted to 450 tons. Cologne, 
Essen, and Bremen each suffered from three thou- 
sand tons of bombs dropped in one night, and most 
of the other cities of the Reich received more 
severe poundings than the 450-ton raids. The num- 
ber of bombers used at one time by the RAF was 
triple the maximum strength mustered by the Nazis. 
With 150,000 buildings destroyed, 300,000 homes 
leveled, and over a million people made homeless, the 
German people found it difficult to forget Hermann 
Goering’s promise, made at the outset of the war, 
that no enemy plane would be permitted to fly over 
Germany. 


That the Allied air forces were capable of no 
greater attacks on Germany in 1942 may in large 
part be attributed to the heavy demand for planes 
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in all of the fighting fronts. The Pacific theatre 
was growing more insistent for planes, and each 
sector of the European theatre was equally urgent 
in its requests. In Russia, in North Africa, in the 


_ Battle of the Atlantic, planes were needed to sup- 


port land and sea operations. The western air front 
against Germany had to share with all others, and 


_nightly raids using a thousand planes would have to 


await increased production and shortened lines of 
combat. 

Planes were particularly useful in the Battle of 
the Atlantic against the Nazi submarines preying 
on Allied merchant shipping. The German U-boat 
in 1917 had been a powerful and menacing weapon; 
the submarine of 1942 came even closer to the fulfil- 
ment of German hopes than did the First World War 
variety. By the end of 1942 it began to appear that 
the Nazi submarine warfare might indefinitely de- 
lay the delivery of American men and materials to 
Europe, that it might, possibly, bring the war to an 
unsatisfactory stalemate. For that reason the 
United States pressed every available plane into 
service for patrol duty over the Atlantic, and over 
a million and a half men were thrown into the 
struggle. 

By the end of 1942, developments in North Africa 
and Russia were to make it clear that Hitler had no 
reason to hope for a quick victory. Blitzkrieg broke 
down in Russia; defeat stalked the Nazis in Africa. 
Yet the United States, well on its way to total mo- 
bilization, was in danger of being immobilized by 
the sinking of ships and the resultant inability to 
make its full strength felt in the British Isles, in 
Russia, or in Africa. . 


The Nazis themselves seemed to realize that the 
submarine was their chief hope. A war of attrition 
might cause such wastage that the Allied nations 
would be forced by public opinion to request a nego- 
tiated peace. In any case, the war could be pro- 
longed by the U-boats. “They hope to drag out the 
war,” George Fielding Eliot wrote at the first of the 
year 1942, “until we all sicken of the strain and the 
slaughter, and then make peace with us on terms 
which will allow them to retain some medicum of 
power, some modicum of prestige and standing... .” 


The stress placed by the German High Com- 
mand on submarine warfare was indicated by the 
elevation of Admiral Karl Doenitz, the U-boat wiz- 
ard, to the position of commander in chief of the 
Reich navy. He replaced Grand Admiral Erich 
Raeder, the “big ship” advocate. As he assumed 
command, early in 19438, Doenitz thus stated his 
policy: “The entire German navy will henceforth 
be put into the service of inexorable U-boat warfare. 
The German navy will fight to a finish.” The new 
commander saw to it that all naval construction, 
save submarine building, was brought to an end. A 
submarine per day was launched thereafter, new 
crews were kept in training, great bomb-proof un- 
derground garages were built. 


The four hundred submarines plying the Atlantic 
during the Second World War were far more effi- 
cient machines of destruction than were their coun- 
terparts of the First World War. They were fast; 
they could make twenty knots on the surface, almost 
double the speed of merchant vessels. Their Diesel 
engines enabled them to cruise 15,000 miles without 
refueling. And they were equipped with deadly 
weapons, such as the acoustical torpedo with its 
clever steering mechanism. The “brain” of these 
projectiles directed the explosive to the target; at- 
tracted by sound the acoustical torpedo would make 
every turn made by a dodging ship and then move 
in for the kill. 

Admiral Doenitz was the originator of a tactic 
of submarine warfare that tremendously increased 
the effectiveness of the Nazis’ number one weapon. 
His strategy was to have the U-boats operate not 
singly or in small groups but in large “‘wolf packs” 
of from six to twelve. The wolf packs sank over 
400 ships during the first year of the war, and in 
the following year they struck down three times as 


- submarine menace. 
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effects of Lend-Lease. ith ihe’ 

The smashing attack on Pearl H: 
ably increased the difficulties of coping 
Naval equipment that could 
have seen service against the wolf packs was de- 
stroyed, and two oceans had to be patrolled with 
less than a one-ocean navy. Doenitz at once sought 
our soft spot, found it, and promptly struck home. 
This new hunting ground was along the Atlantic 
seaboard of North America, the wolf packs ranging 
from Newfoundland to the islands of the Caribbean. 
Ships along the eastern coast of the United States 
were especially hard hit. 


The success of the submarine campaign in Ameri- 
can waters was phenomenal. The unsuspecting mer- 
chant ships were targets difficult to miss. The 
U-boats sometimes surfaced in sight of shore to 
shell their prey. By June 1, 1942, east coast ship- 
ping had been paralyzed from Portland, Maine, to 
Key West, and marine insurance companies were 
desperate. In the first six months after Pearl Har- 
bor, over two hundred American ships were sunk 
along the coast, wreckage piling up on the shore 
and the tell-tale oil slicks becoming a common sight. 
In the month of May nine ships were sunk in the 
Gulf of Mexico, some in sight of shore. Port cities 
sometimes saw survivors loaded into ambulances. 


The Nazi wolf packs had other objectives than 
the paralyzing of coastal shipping in the United 
States. Their principal purposes included the starv- 
ing of Great Britain and Russia and the prevention 
of the flow of goods to England, to North Africa, 
and to Murmansk in Russia. Bases in Norway were 
used effectively by the U-boats, and German air 
patrols over the northern supply routes kept the 
underseas captains informed about the approach of 
Allied ships. 


Losses mounted in the American coastal region 
and on the high seas until ships began to be sunk 
at a greater rate than they could be built. The exact 
amount of the tonnage lost and the correct number 
of ships sunk remained an official secret, but the 
admissions of the Allies and the claims of the Ger- 
mans indicated that for the year 1942 the U-boats 
just about canceled the efforts of shipyard workers. 
The Christian Science Monitor in January, 1943, 
estimated that a million tons of shipping per month 
were being sunk, a figure that equalled the com- 
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of the 850 ships that participated in that operation 


only one was lost. 


In due course the shortage of planes ana de- 
stroyers that embarrassed Allied leaders at the out- 
set of the war was overcome by production increases. 
Small aircraft carriers were sent to mid-Atlantic to 
furnish the scouting planes for the area that land- 
based planes could not reach. Thereafter the con- 
voys got through despite all efforts to stop them. 


At the close of the war, an examination of the 
files of Admiral Doenitz revealed that Nazi produc- 
tion difficulties prevented the construction of suffi- 
cient new submarines to replace those sunk by Allied 
action. As Allied seamen, aided by the new products 
of the scientific laboratories, learned how to combat 
the U-boats, the sinkings doubled and then doubled 


again. Although submarine construction had top — 


priority in Germany, Doenitz could not get all the 
materials he needed. He asked for 2,600 tons of lead 
early in 1943, but he could obtain only 1,727 tons. 
He requested 2,200 tons of aluminum and received 
less than 1,700 tons. His demand for 183,000 tons of 
steel was pared to 137,000 tons. The loss of the 
production race with the Allies eventually cost Ger- 
many the victory in the naval war. 


The contrast in the fortunes of the Allies in the 
contest for control of the air and in the Battle of the 
Atlantic indicates why the year 1942 cannot be 
taken as the year in which the tide of the war turned 
definitely in favor of the Allies. The battle of pro- 
duction actually decided the air battle over Europe 
and the sea battle in the Atlantic. All of these strug- 
gles, therefore, had to wait until a later year to de- 
termine the issue. It still was just the “end of the 
beginning.” 


CHAPTER VIII 


End of the Beginning on the Home Front 


Since the writers of history in telling the story 
of the wars of the past customarily exclude all ref- 
erences to the daily lives of the people, the impres- 
sion is often held that all of the thoughts and activi- 
ties of the average citizen in war time center 
around the tactics of the generals and their cam- 
paigns. The battles and the generals, the war meas- 
ures and the administrators, the treaties and the 
diplomats, all are indispensable adjuncts to a war; 
but it is not beyond the realm of possibility that 
residents of New England may have lived through 
the period of the American Revolution without hav- 
ing heard of Robert Morris, George Rogers Clark, or 
even George Washington. For that matter, some 
dwellers of the Cumberland Mountain area may have 
lived through the 1770s and 1780s without having 
heard of the Revolution. 


_ Since the time of the American Revolution, war- 
fare has changed from the use of a small body of 
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professional soldiers to more nearly an approxima- 
tion of a total mobilization of the nation, and as a 
consequence only the most exclusive of hermits could 
have failed to feel the impact of the Second World 
War. All men between the ages of eighteen and 
sixty-five had to register under the Selective Service 
Act although none over forty-five was ever called. 
One man in ten was drafted for military duty. And 
all left untouched by a summons to active service 
had occasion to learn that a war was going on by 
paying higher taxes, having to do without peace- 
time goods and foods, learning to accept a philosophy 
of guns instead of butter. 


Not that the American people ever knew actual 
privation. Some had to walk more and ride less, 
others had to forego a second cup of coffee and had 
to use one lump of sugar instead of two. Yet in 
America it. never came to a rigid choice of guns in- 
stead of butter; rather it was a case of more guns 
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Fortunately for the peace of mind of 
0 participated in the war, this type of war 
profiteer was a comparatively rare species. 


‘Mi Yet the people as a whole, in striking contrast iS 

: the adherents of Woodrow Wilson during the First 

World War, steadfastly refused to look upon the 

- Second World War as a crusade. As the American 

people are prone to do, they sought justification for 

the war; they accepted the point of view that the 

Allies, or the “United Nations,’ were linked in a 

struggle for the Four Freedoms which were vaguely 

. understood to be guarantees of “our way of life,” 

whatever that might mean. Never, however, was a 

war of such proportions fought with less of an out- 

ward display of fervor and enthusiasm. At motion 

picture theatres the public would offer warm ap- 

plause at sight of the American flag, and a perfunc- 

tory handclap usually greeted the picture of the 

President or one of his generals. Beyond that the 
people refused to go. 


Much of the American public, moreover, main- 
tained a casual attitude toward the news of the war. 
Despite the annoyances of a frequently misguided 
war censorship, the news gathering agencies of the 
press and radio performed minor miracles in dis- 
seminating information with speed and accuracy. 
Millions of Americans listened and read avidly, for 
the turn of a battle might mean life or death to 
their sons. Others, of course, found the news re- 
ports interesting because of their desire to keep 
abreast of events. Many, however, felt that they 
had given the war enough of their time when they 
had read Ernie Pyle’s daily human interest story of 
the battlefront and had listened to Walter Winchell’s 
weekly quarter-hour of frenzy. Some newspaper 
readers indeed appear to have made their closest 
approach to the war from a perusal of such comic 
strips as “Terry and the Pirates” and “Buz Sawyer,” 
where incidentally the less literate of Americans ac- 
tually may have learned for the first time an ap- 
preciation of military and naval aviation. 


Americans throughout the war sought escape 
from the grim realities of the day. Those who had 
strong personal reasons for maintaining a continu- 

_ ous interest in the struggle were almost as eager 
for escapist literature and amusements as were those 
who wanted to put the war out of their minds com- 
pletely. One need not be a psychiatrist to be able to 
make a case for the cathartic values of breaking the 
monotony of war, but one can only wish in view of 
the seriousness of the time the purveyors and the 
purchasers of escape had made high standards and 
good taste the rule rather than the exception. 


Too frequently a house was crowded and tickets 
were sold weeks in advance for such a farce as 
“Good Night Ladies,’ distinguished solely for its 
unrelieved vulgarity. “The Doughgirls” and “The 
Voice of the Turtle’ were popular comedies of a 
somewhat higher type, but their level was painfully 
LOW CISce onde hellh medion MiSs, aoDearekuth, 
and “Harvey” rounded out the list of plays that a 
theatre patron during the war years must see “for 
a good laugh.” Two musical offerings enjoyed a 
more deserved popularity: the delightful ‘‘Okla- 
homa” and “Carmen Jones,” a stirring version of the 
Bizet opera done in a modern Negro setting. Among 
the more serious plays the public endorsed by its at- 
tendance were “Harriet,” “Anna Lucasta,” “Tomor- 
row the World,” “The Eve of St. Mark,” “Jacobow- 
sky and the Colonel,” and a “Bell for Adano.” 
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merit of ‘of taking the eiseiey away spa at grim- 
ness of war for two hours, but an equally long nap 
would have sometimes served the patron better. 
“Meet Me in St. Louis,” “Holiday Inn,” “Holy Mat- 
rimony,” “Saboteur,” “National Velvet,” “Gaslight,” 
“The Uninvited,” and “For Whom the Bell Tolls,” 
ranging from musical comedy to a story of the super- 
natural, are representative of the varied interests 
of the war period. Animated cartoons were as popu- 
lar as ever, ‘Bambi’ and “The Three Caballeros” re- 
ceiving particular acclaim. “‘The Keys to the King- © 
dom,” “Going My Way,” and “The Song of Berna- 
dette’ were motion pictures with a religious theme 
that were well received. Occasional essays into the 
field of biography proved unprofitable; “Madame 
Curie” and the superior “Woodrow Wilson” were 
given cool receptions. 


Military subjects were frequently used by movie 
producers, “This is the Army” and “See Here, Pri- 
vate Hargrove” depicting the lighter side, and such 
pictures as “Cry Havoc,” “Wake Island,” “Mrs. Mi- 
niver,’ “30 Seconds Over Tokyo,” “Destination 
Tokyo,” and “They Were Expendable” presenting 
the less agreeable aspects. Documentary films, usu- 
ally prepared in cooperation with some branch of 
the service, were often superbly compiled and ed- 
ited; but the exhibitors frequently made the mistake 
of showing them in connection with some other pic- 
ture, and the length of the show made everyone rest- 
less. Thus were wasted the educational and editorial 
values of “The World at War,” a series which in- 
cluded the “Battle of Britain,” “The Battle of Rus- 
sia,’ and “The Battle of China,” of “The Fighting 
Lady,” and “Brought to Action,” and many others. 


Radio programs, aside from the news features, 
changed little with the advent of war. No new note 
of seriousness was evident except when the radio 
comedian, at the conclusion of a half-hour of inanity, 
urged the purchase of war bonds or gave voice to an 
appreciation of the sacrifices of the boys in the fox- 
holes. The old favorites, Jack Benny, Fred Allen, 
Bob Hope, Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, 
“Fibber” McGee and Molly, Eddie Cantor, and Bing 
Crosby were joined by Joan Davis and Cass Dailey, 
and all went serenely on with their tomfoolery know- 
ing that their listeners were thoroughly enjoying 
the same jokes and situations that had been used 
over and over for years. An almost sadistic delight 
was taken in shows like “Truth or Consequences” or 
“People Are Funny” in which apparently sane par- 
ticipants weekly accepted invitations to make idiots 
of themselves. Quiz programs on the order of “In- 
formation Please” and “Dr. I.Q.” continued to be 
popular. Advertising by way of radio remained dis- 
mally disagreeable, sinking to new depths with “sing- 
ing commercials.” 


One of the striking failures of radio, and of the 
Tin Pan Alley sources of radio music, was their in- 
ability to find a song for World War II. Nothing 
was written to match “Over There,’ “Long, Long 
Trail,” “Pack Up Your Troubles,’ “When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home,” or even “K-K-Katy” of the 
First World War. Perhaps the absence of crusading 
zeal made such songs as ‘““Remember Pearl Harbor,” 
“Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition,” ‘We 
Did It Before and We Can Do It Again,” and “Don’t 
Sit Under the Apple Tree” less popular than ‘Over 
There” or possibly there simply was no George M. 
Cohan available in 1942. Irving Berlin was still on 
hand, however, and his “This Is the Army, Mr. 
Jones” caught the spirit of the training camp sol- 
dier. This war also brought forth “You’re a Sap, 
Mr. Jap” and “We’re Going to Find a Fellow Who 
is Yellow and Beat Him, Red, White, and Blue” on 
which comment hardly seems necessary. 


By no means were all radio programs or all radio 
musical offerings presented without taste or imagi- 





ber of commentators, incluc MARS 
Drew Pearson, Earl Godwin, a i E 
helped to interpret the dispatches to a large body 
listeners. On some occasions, such as the oper 


day of the war at Honolulu and at Manila and the 


Allied invasion of Normandy, the radio spokesmen 
and technicians gave to the public word pictures as 
vivid as the events they described. One program 
“The Town Meeting of the Air,” gave a weekly 
hearing to the principal issues of the day in a man- 
ner that was a tribute to its sponsors. Many musical 
presentations brought the best in the popular and 
light opera fields, and others featured grand opera 
and the symphonies. 

An encouraging development of the Second World 
War was the refusal of the people to engage in the 
same sort of senseless witch hunts that had been 
characteristic of World War I. This time the™com- 
posers of Germany and Italy lost none of their popu- 
larity, and the names of Wagner and Verdi could 
be mentioned aloud and their works could be played 
and sung without an audience walking out or writing 
in letters of protest. “Madame Butterfly” was the 
only operatic war casualty, and it was withdrawn 
because of its theme rather than because of the na- 
tionality of Puccini. 


Business boomed in other amusement fields be- 
sides the stage, the cinema, the radio, and the music 
hall. Dance pavilions, skating rinks, circuses, race 
tracks, and bars had to turn crowds away. The heavy 
death tolls in the tragic fires in the Cocoanut Grove 
dance hall in Boston and in the Ringling Brothers 
Circus in Hartford indicate the throngs always on 
hand at such entertainments. Sports suffered from 
the loss to the military services of their best per- 
formers, but even without Joe Di Maggio, Ted Wil- 
liams, and Bob Feller baseball still drew crowds 
that rivalled those of pre-war days. Football, for 
all the discouragements of transportation, ration- 
ing, and the draft, continued to pack college sta- 
diums. 


Only the churches seemed to suffer from a fall- 
ing off in attendance, yet this should not be taken as 
evidence that things spiritual lost ground during the 
course of the war. There are many indications that 
the people took refuge in religion throughout the 
war years. On the day of the invasion of Normandy, 
churches remained open and millions attended to 
offer prayers for the safety of the Allied hosts. 
Religious novels, moreover, were among the best 
sellers of the war years: The Robe by Lloyd C. 
Douglas, The Keys of the Kingdom by A. J. Cronin, 
The Apostle by Sholem Asch, and The Song of 
Bernadette by Franz Werfel. 


Other works than those with a religious theme 
also won popularity. Pearl Buck’s Dragon Seed, 
Betty Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Marcia 
Davenport’s The Valley of Decision, and Lillian 
Smith’s Strange Fruit were among the best works 
of fiction that were widely read. The war and the 
peace to follow furnished the topics for the non- 
fictional best sellers: Brave Men by Ernie Pyle, 
One World by Wendell L. Willkie, Guadalcanal Diary 
by Richard Tregaskis, See Here, Private Hargrove 
by Marion Hargrove, They Were Expendable by W. 
L. White, and The Time for Decision by Sumner 
Welles. At the same time, however, such master- 
pieces of vulgarity as The Sun Is My Undoing by 
Marguerite Steen and Forever Amber by Kathleen 
Winsor attracted as many readers as did the more 
solid non-fiction works combined. 


Since Americans during the four years of war 
found so many varied ways to amuse themselves, 
the suspicion grew that they were shallow and lack- 
ing in both comprehension and compassion. Since 
they displayed an interest in the cheap and the 
coarse, they were said to be unworthy of the sacri- 
fices made in their behalf. Since they discussed the 
adventures of Dick Tracy and Joe Palooka and other 
comic strip heroes, and eagerly read of the pecca- 
dillos of Charlie Chaplin and Errol Flynn and other 
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“Still our attitude toward the war itself appe 


curiously matter-of-fact, casual, remote, almost 4 D> 
sent-minded. Though in millions of homes there was. 


an excited leap for the V-mail and a great pride in 
what the local boys were doing at Anzio or Bougain- 
ville (or Fort Bragg), one heard little talk about 
the battlefronts or the war issues as compared with 
much more immediate subjects as shoe rationing, 
Frank Sinatra, the Ruml Plan, slow laundry service, 
the difficulty of hiring anybody to do anything, Bob 
Hope, and the succulence of a remembered beefsteak. 
To an American freshly returned from any of the 
theatres of war, life in America still seemed almost 
unaffected by what was happening overseas.” 


Allan Nevins shortly after the war’s end, how- 
ever, expressed in While You Were Gone an almost 
antithetical point of view: “Between 1930 and 1940 
events taught us that we do have a major part to 
play in shaping the destinies of mankind, and that 
we cannot escape our responsibility even if we wish 
to do so... . In short, the country had been educated 
to a conviction that in essentials Woodrow Wilson 
had been right about the high moral purpose of the 
First World War, and his critics had been wrong. 
The two wars were simply successive phases of a 
grand continuing struggle to save democracy, peace, 
and the future of mankind. Agreement on this truth 
was so general as to make a mighty contribution to 
national unity—and national fervor.” 


Both Allen and Nevins, despite their contradic- 
tory opinions on the American conscience, testify 
each in his own way to the growing maturity of 
judgment of the people. If the United States seemed 
matter-of-fact and casual toward World War LEG 
must be remembered that this was the nation’s sec- 
ond war in twenty-five years. It may well be that 
the cheers were not as loud in 1941 because we were 
still hoarse from the celebration of 1918. We might 
be engaged as the orators told us, in a grand con- 
tinuing struggle to save democracy, but it was a lit- 
tle disconcerting and embarrassing to hear the same 
phrases over again so soon. 


Instead of being a cause for alarm, the absence 
of enthusiasm can be a heartening sign, for the 
zealot can do more harm than good. The avoidance 
of the mistakes of the First World War when all 
things German were exorcised was wholly commend- 
able, and in this connection, Frederick Allen quali- 
fies his charge of casualness by stating that “if we 
seemed to be too easy-going about the war, at least 
we were spared the unpleasant aspects of war hys- 
teria.” Although the treatment of the Japanese- 
Americans of the West Coast constituted a blot on 
our national record, fervor in the form of hysteria 
took hold of us on no other occasions. According to 
the 1944 report of the Civil Liberties Union “the 
third year of war has maintained the extraordinary 
and unexpected record of the first two years in free- 
dom of debate and dissent on all public issues.” 


The truth of the matter is that the behavoir of 
the American public during the Second World War 
was much the same as it had been in the nation’s 
previous conflicts. The tendency has always been 
for the people to continue to enjoy the same activi- 
ties to which they were accustomed before the out- 
break of war. Varga and Petty pin-up girls were 
popular before Poland was invaded; it should not be 
surprising that they were popular with soldiers and 
civilians during the war years. “Leg art” had been 
a trump card in advertising for two decades before 
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3S€ anger at the nature of the 
weakened not a jot their determina- 
both Japan and Germany. 


' evidences that fervor of a visible sort 
yl * during the Second World War was that 
he pe never accepted any phrase or slogan on 
the order of Wilson’s “make the world safe for democ- 
racy.” Not even the name “World War II” was 
popular, but no better name, including President 
Roosevelt’s “War for Survival” ever gained wide- 
spread approval. 


In truth the American people never had an en- 
tirely satisfactory spokesman of the Winston 
Churchill type during the whole of the war. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt with his mellow voice and pleasing 
personal touch had won unparalleled approval as an 
orator through two presidential terms and three 
campaigns, but now his skill as a turner of phrases 
appeared to desert him. Although he was much 
more popular than Woodrow Wilson, Franklin 
Roosevelt’s war speeches never equalled Wilson’s in 
popularity. Perhaps Roosevelt’s audience was harder 
to please than Wilson’s, or possibly Roosevelt’s ad- 
dresses will seem greater after the passage of time 
as was the case with Lincoln. Yet the fact is that 
President Roosevelt did not succeed in the period of 
the war in saying the things the American people 
wanted to hear. 


Therein may lie the reason for the seeming 
apathy of the public of which Frederick Allen and 
many others complained. Not only did the President 
fail to give utterance to the words that would cause 
to crystallize the sentiments of the people, but in ad- 
dition his administration was roundly criticized for 
mismanagement, bickering, and delay. ‘Never were 
people more desperately sick of the bungling and 
incompetence,” wrote Joseph H. Spigelman in Janu- 
ary, 1943, “the red tape and buck passing, the fren- 
zied activity that gets nowhere, the flagrant irre- 
sponsibility that infest Washington like a plague. 
Never were people more eager for an organization 
with courage and imagination.” The same writer 
urged that the prayers of the patriots for forceful 
leadership be answered: ‘Devotion to country and 
the will to victory have never been more widespread 
nor more deeply felt. . . . It would indeed be tragic 
if, for failure of responsible leaders to seize the pres- 
ent opportunity, patriotic sentiment and all that is 
vital in our economy should remain unorganized un- 
til disastrous defeats or the turmoil and disillusion 
of a specious victory had driven the nation to des- 
peration.”’ And this was from the pen of one who 
shortly was to accept a position with the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


“Genius in disorder” has been ascribed to Frank- 
lin Roosevelt, and certainly the disorders of his own 
creation frequently demanded in full measure all 
the administrative genius he possessed. No one 
would attempt to belittle the magnificent powers of 
leadership demonstrated by the President during the 
Second World War. More than any statesman of the 
United Nations he seems to have been able to com- 
prehend the myriad of problems attached to the 
winning of the war and the peace: his production 
goals, his diplomatic skill, his military strategy, his 
long-range planning, his impelling of scientific re- 
search, all mark him as a man of world-wide vision. 

His was a hypermetropic statesmanship, how- 
ever, and apparently he was never able to focus his 
full attention on matters close at hand. As a result 
there developed a welter of governmental agencies 
that floundered around too long in attacking crucial 
problems, while their heads hesitated to act or acted 
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te Henry F. Pringle, “can claim that 
as an administrator. He was terrible.” 


_ At the head of the loose hierarchy set up by 
_ Franklin Roosevelt was an inner circle of close ad- 


visers. Chief among these men was Harry L. Hop- 
kins, personal confidant of the President, Munitions 
Assignment Board chairman, Lend-Lease adminis- 
trator, and emissary extraordinary. Another inti- 
mate was James F. Brynes who was asked to step 
down from his seat in the Supreme Court to serve 
in so many capacities that he was accorded the title 
of Assistant President. Vice President Henry A. 
Wallace continued to set a new style for forceful- 
ness in his office. 


In the Cabinet, Cordell Hull remained as Secre- 
tary of State despite failing health, and the work of 
his department had to be conducted by undersecre- 
taries until he was replaced by Edward Stettinius. 
Much of the burden of war finance planning from 
taxes to bond drives fell upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Henry Morgenthau, Jr. The military and 
naval departments were conducted by Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson and Secretary of the Navy 
Frank Knox. After the death of Knox, the Navy 
Department was turned over to James Forrestal. 
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior; Jesse H. 
Jones, Secretary of Commerce; Claude R. Wickard, 
Secretary of Agriculture; Francis Biddle, Attorney 
General; Frank C. Walker, Postmaster General, and 
Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor, rounded out 
the War Cabinet. 


In his capacity as commander in chief of the 
armed forces, President Roosevelt kept in touch with 
the military services through his personal chief of 
staff, Admiral William D. Leahy. General George 
C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the Army, and Admi- 
ral Ernest J. King, Chief of Naval Operations, 
along with Admiral Leahy served as an advisory 
agency in military matters for the President, and on 
them fell the responsibility of directing the great 
armed forces of the United States. 


The work of this central staff was supplemented 
by the officers who were in charge of the principal 
branches of the service. General Leslie J. McNair 
and his successor General Ben Lear were in com- 
mand of the Army Ground Forces, which supervised 
the training and distribution of all men in the in- 
fantry, artillery, engineers, and similar ground units. 
General Henry H. Arnold commanded the Army Air 
Forces in our first great aerial war. General 
Brehon B. Somervell was in command of the Army 
Service Forces, directing the acquisition and the 
allotment of the tremendous stores of supplies needed 
by all military services and training the men in the 
quartermaster, ordnance, medical, and other service 
activities. General A. A. Vandegrift acted as Com- 
mandant of the Marine Corps, and Admiral Russell 
R. Waesche was at the head of the Coast Guard. 


The manpower needed by the military services 
was mobilized under the provisions of the Selective 
Service Act of September, 1940. This first peace- 
time compulsory training law of the nation’s history 
had given a year of service to a million and a half 
men by the time Pearl Harbor was bombed. By 
the close of the war nearly fourteen million had 
been pressed into active duty, the total army and 
navy peak strength being approximately twelve 
million. The directors of Selective Service were Dr. 
Clarence A. Dykstra and General Lewis B. Hershey. 


For the first time in history women were per- 
mitted to volunteer for military service. The first 
women’s organization to be authorized was the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps; later the “Auxil- 
lary’ was dropped as the WAC became a component 
of the United States Army. The Navy’s WAVES, 
the Coast Guard’s SPARS, and the Women Ma- 
rines, together with the WACS, numbered over two 
hundred thousand. 
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civilian administrative boards as well as he succeeded 
with his military and naval liaison agencies, few 
charges of delay and confusion could have been 
leveled at him. 


Henry F. Pringle feels that President Roose- 
velt’s unwillingness to get rid of incompetent ap- 
pointees brought on many of his woes with his newly 
created war boards. “Among his weaknesses,” Prin- 
gle wrote in While You Were Gone, “was a violent 
distaste for dismissing men who had failed him. 
He tried to find excuses. He nearly always com- 
promised by permitting the official to continue on 
the job, and then created a new agency to do the 
work.” Thus the special war agencies mushroomed; 
they become so numerous that no one, including the 
President, could bring order among them. Congress 
gave up early in the war and resorted to delegating 
full authority to the President to conduct affairs 
through executive decrees; yet it never delegated its 
right to criticize and to obstruct any Presidential ac- 
tion or the activity of any of his war commissions. 


A dozen boards were called upon to get America’s 
industrial might mobilized. While the United States 
was still at peace, the National Defense Advisory 
Commission was set up, with William S. Knudsen 
as its chairman. A start on the manufacture of war 
materials had been made by the time that war came, 
but full-scale production was still many months 
away. The NDAC became the OPM, the Office of 
Production Management, still under the guidance of 
Knudsen; and its efforts were supplemented by the 
SPAB, a Supply, Priorities, and Allocations Board 
which vainly sought to quiet disputes growing out 
of the shortage of critical war materials. At last 
some order was achieved with the establishment of 
the War Production Board with Donald M. Nelson as 
chairman. Nelson found himself constantly involved 
in controversy as was perhaps to be expected in his 
position, but in time the WPB solved the hardest 
shortage problems and successfully passed the worst 
crises. Contemporary critics were inclined to give 
most of the credit for the achievements of WPB to 
one of Nelson’s assistants, Charles Edward Wilson. 

The War Production Board had more than 


enough help. Chairman Harry L. Hopkins and his 
Munitions Assignment Board, Admiral Emory S. 
Land and the War Shipping Administration, Colonel 
J. M. Johnson and the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation, and James F. Byrnes and the Office of War 
Mobilization and Reconversion were some of the ad- 
ministrators and agencies that took turns at direct- 
ting the conversion of automobile plants to tank fac- 
tories and of typewriter workshops to munition 
foundries. 

In an attempt to assure sufficient workers for 
all essential manufacturing enterprises, a War Man- 
power Commission headed by Paul V. McNutt was 
set up. Nothing more stringent than a loosely en- 
forced regulation forbidding workers to leave their 
jobs was ever applied by the WMC. Congress mean- 
while turned a deaf ear to all proposals for a com- 
pulsory labor draft. Another agency, the War La- 
bor Board, under the chairmanship of William H. 
Davis, strove to keep down labor troubles by arbi- 
trating disputes before they reached the strike stage. 
The WLB managed to still labor complaints to some 
extent by working out a plan of wage increases 
ranging up to fifteen per cent as compensation for 
the rise in living costs. This formula, originated for 
“Little Steel” employees, was applied as generally as 
possible throughout all industry. 


No ceiling on wages would have lasted very long 
unless a similar check on prices was established, and 
this end President Roosevelt tried to achieve through 
the Office of Price Administration. Its chairman, 
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the law permitted a forty-seven per 
At the close of the year 1942, Leon Hender: 
of the bickering provoked by the OPA, res enec 
position, and his headaches were inherited by 
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The Washington lobbyists frequently had the 
support of the majority of the American people in 
their attacks on Henderson and Bowles, for it was 
the OPA that had charge of rationing, and rationing 
was popular with no one. Tires, coffee, sugar, and 
gasoline began to be rationed during the first months 
of war, but not until 1943 was a general ration book 
put into use. Black markets and under-the-counter 
sales prevented rationing from being fully effective, 
yet in spite of these illegalities and the handicaps 
created by pressure groups and public apathy the 
OPA was moderately successful in holding the lid’ 
on inflation. 


The OPA had the cooperation of other agencies 
in the fight against inflation. Food problems were 
handled by the War Food Administration, with Mar- 
vin Jones at its head. The Office of Economic Sta- 
bilization had Fred M. Vinson for its chairman, 
while Leo T. Crowley was in charge of the Foreign 
Economic Administration. The commissions sought 
to develop policies that would preserve the domestic 
economic structure and stabilize activities of a fi- 
nancial nature in foreign affairs. 


In October, 1944, the President finally made tacit 
admission of the muddle that had been created by 
the overlapping functions of the war agencies when 
he named still another agency with overall super- 
visory powers to direct all the war boards. This 
Office of War Mobilization and Reconversion had 
James F. Byrnes for its chairman, and in this im- 
portant post he served as an unofficial Assistant 
President of the United States, 


Next to the OPA and its ration books the OCD 
will probably be the war agency longest remembered 
by the American people. This Office of Civilian De- 
fense, with William N. Haskell as its chairman, or- 
ganized the civilians to combat enemy invaders. Full 
precautions against air raids were taken not only in 
coastal cities but in inland communities as well. 
Citizens of Little Rock were seriously informed that 
their city would be one of the first targets for Axis 
bombers, and the city was accordingly divided into 
districts each with its watchful air raid warden and 
crew ready with sirens and sand pails and stirrup 
pumps. The air raid shelters, the test blackouts, 
and the first aid courses seem ridiculous today in the 
light of the Allied victory, but Nazi rocket bombs 
of longer range and Japanese balloon bombs of 
greater force might have made the elaborate pre- 
parations of the OCD seem wholly inadequate. 


None of the war agencies established by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt illustrates their confused pattern of 
development as well as does the Office of War In- 
formation. This office under Elmer Davis served to 
mobilize the talents of the writers of the United 
States to the end that national war projects were 
assured of successful promotion both at home 
and abroad. Successful psychological warfare 
was conducted by the OWI in France and in Africa, 
thereby paving the way for Allied invasions. The 
importance of the OWI, therefore, is easy to per- 
ceive, but how it accomplished so much in the face 
of the problems confronting it at its inception is 
almost incomprehensible, 


The OWI arose out of the OFF, the Office of 
Facts and Figures. Archibald MacLeish and the 






















he Following rid Pee uN 
ald Tribune represent in part its con- 
re bias, but they also are indicative of the pub- 
lderment: “OFF will co-ordinate the Office 
Coordinator of Information (or OCI), report on 
the Office of Government Reports (the frequent 
reference to this as OGRE is just a typographical 
error), press-agent the innumerable Press Agents 
of the Individual Departments (often called the 
PAIDS) and will under no circumstances do any- 
thing whatever that anybody else is doing already. 
. When the Office of Utter Confusion and Hys- 
teria (to be referred to as OUCH) has finally been 
created, then the capstone will have been set upon 
the pyramid and we can all die happy, strangled in 
the very best red-tape.” 


The confusion satirized by the Herald Tribune 
clearly was evident in all departments of the govern- 
- ment. It is all the more surprising, therefore, that 
in the midst of this muddle American industry man- 
aged to meet most of the schedules set for it. De- 
spite the fact that nearly half of the manufacturers 
were still engaged in turning out civilian goods, the 
impressive figures for war production at the end of 
the first year of war were indicative of the role in- 
dustry would ultimately play in achieving victory. 


By December, 1942, the amount of war goods be- 
ing produced was eight times greater than the quan- 
tity turned out in 1940. Shipbuilding had increased 
six times over. The amount of time needed to con- 
struct an aircraft carrier had been cut from thirty- 
four months to seventeen, destroyer construction 
from eighteen months to six, and battleship construc- 
tion from five years to three. A completely new 
$750,000,000 artificial rubber industry had been es- 
tablished within a year of the Japanese seizure of 
the natural rubber sources, and the shortage of this 
vital war material had been overcome. 


t oubled that 
ioe fer sil the Aithies when in 1943 he said that 
without American production the United Nations 
could never have won the war. 


Now this triumph of American industry in the 
Battle of Production could not have been achieved if 
the Roosevelt Administration had done nothing ex- 
cept create confusion and dissatisfaction. It is to be 
doubted that individual manufacturers, if left to 
their own devices, would have produced as much or 
as well. Leon Henderson charged in September, 
1942, that the nation had “not yet chosen between 
victory and personal profit,” and one may question 
whether America would have ever given victory a 
priority had not the war agencies forced the idea 
of personal profit at least to a small degree into the 
background. 


The President demonstrated in his Labor Day 
speech of 1942 that he was capable of formulating 
vigorous policies, and the Anti-Inflation Law passed 
at his insistence the following month was an effec- 
tive device in securing stabilization. Had the Presi- 
dent devoted. more of his attention to such domestic 
matters, the chaos of mismanagement created by the 
war boards need not have been. 


This then was the American home front in the 
first year of war and in the years thereafter. The 
interests and desires of the American people pre- 
sented a confused pattern, a mixture of all that was 
fine and noble and all that was petty and mean. 
When they looked to Washington for guidance, only 
too often they saw a tangle of agencies that bickered 
and fought instead of leading. Evidence abounded 
that all groups were primarily concerned with the 
main chance, that everywhere profit and not sacri- 
fice prevailed. Yet whatever their motives, Capital 
and Labor, imperfectly directed—but directed—by 
the Administration, contrived to turn out a flow of 
war materials that in time was to sweep the Axis 
from its position of power. The full industrial 
strength of America had not been mobilized by the 
end of 1942, but again it could be said that the end 
of the beginning was at hand. 


CHAP LERSIX 


End of the Beginning: [he Military Fronts 


The Battle of Production won, the United Na- 
tions next had to turn their energies to the Battle of 
Supply. The problems of time and space had to be 
solved before the success in the conversion and ex- 
pansion of industry could be exploited. The conquest 
of distances was as essential to Allied victory as the 
establishment of a second front in Europe, for until 
the stores of supplies could be piled high in England 
and Russia and Africa the Axis nations would still 
stand. 


Nowhere was the tremendous scope of the strug- 
gle of supply better illustrated than in the Middle 
East, and the prodigious labors of the men of the 
Persian Gulf Command in delivering the goods to So- 
viet Russia were almost in a class by themselves. The 
blood and tears of the war the Persian Gulf Com- 
mand avoided, for these troops were not in a combat 
area, but the sweat of which Churchill made men- 
tion was theirs in unlimited quantities. The in- 
credible heat of Iran was a terrible enemy; but the 
difficult terrain of that country offered the best 


[ 35 J 


route into Russia, better by far than the submarine- 
patrolled Arctic and the plane-ridden Mediterranean. 

So on December 11, 1942, the first large detach- 
ment of the Persian Gulf Command landed, nine 
thousand strong. Within the next few months some 
twenty thousand others arrived in Iran, and the 
battle to supply Russia began. The Russian hosts 
were at that time engaged in a death struggle to 
save Stalingrad, and the products of the American 
factories were desperately needed. In temperatures 
ranging up to 135° the supplies were unloaded by 
the Americans at the ports and hauled by truck and 
railroad to Russian terminals. 

Amazing amounts of materials were unloaded 
and hauled and delivered. Four and one-half mil- 
lion tons were turned over to the Russians, includ- 
ing munitions, clothing, food, medicine, and machin- 
ery. Piece by piece, part by part, an entire Ford 
plant was trucked in for reassembly. No less than 
143,000 vehicles were transported from the United 
States to Russia by the Persian Gulf route: “trucks, 











engines.” Th to the Per al: 
Premier Stalin was able to toast / 

and extoll the part it played in winning 1 
As Joel Sayre sums up the importance of this ¢ 
mand’s work: “By doing what it did, it helped earn 
this country precious time to prepare and saved an 
incalculable number of American lives, and it should 
be credited with a colossal assist in the destruction 
of a large part of the German Army.” 

Meanwhile the work of the Persian Gulf Com- 
mand was being supplemented by other units in the 
Services of Supply. The British Isles became a great 
storehouse of all the materials of war, from the 
heaviest of machines to the smallest of medical vials. 
Britain also became the repository for the manpower 
of America; each month saw new transport loads 
pour ashore. Finally, after nearly a year of prepara- 
tion the Allies were ready to strike. 


The end of the beginning was fully achieved on 
all fronts late in 1942. This apt phrase was origi- 
nated by Winston Churchill near the close of the 
year as he reviewed the events of the war: “Now 
this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of 
the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the begin- 
ning.” In these words, the Prime Minister was 
warning that it was too early to look for a turning 
point in the war. It could be said, however, that 
the stage of preparation was over and that the fight 
could now be carried to the enemy. 


The enemy by the close of 1942 had been met 
and stopped short of victory twice. Once was at 
Midway in the Pacific, and the second time was at 
Stalingrad. On three occasions the United Nations 
launched attacks of their own and won impressive 
victories: at El] Alamein in Africa in October; next 
on Guadalcanal in October and November; and fin- 
ally in northwest Africa in November. In all of 
those operations, both offensive and defensive, the 
Allies demonstrated their growing power and their 
increasing ability to mass that power at the proper 
time and place. It was no longer a case of “too lit- 
tle and too late.” 


Yet the battles of 1942 at first appeared to give 
promise of a continuation of Axis victories. The 
Germans in offensives launched in the early summer 
won victories in Russia and Africa that matched 
the Japanese advances through the islands of the 
Pacific. Nevertheless an important change in Ger- 
man strategy could be observed, a change from the 
use of an unlimited to a limited objective. Hitler’s 
previous battles had striven for the sudden and com- 
plete conquest of whole nations. The Battle of Brit- 
ain and the first phase of the Battle of Russia, how- 
ever, had demonstrated that blitzkrieg could be 
beaten, and thereafter the Nazis narrowed the scope 
of their plans. 


This time the German armies concentrated sim- 
ply on the subjugation of the Caucasus. The con- 
quest of this area, together with the lower Volga 
and the northwestern shore of the Caspian Sea, 
would have been a severe blow to Soviet Russia. It 
would have meant the loss of the oil of Baku, and 
it would have closed the Persian Gulf supply route 
through Iran. These would have been important 
victories, but they were scarcely in the Nazi pattern 
of blitzkrieg. 

The winters months of 1941 and early 1942 had 
taught the Germans not to plan on any quick sweep- 
ing success in Russia. The Nazi advances during the 
summer and autumn of 1941, their capture of Nov- 
gorod, Kiev, Odessa, Kharkov, and Rostov, their 
laying siege to Sevastopol, all had been achieve- 
ments in the best Prussian tradition; but the ensu- 
ing winter campaign cost the Germans heavily and 
forced, for the first time during World War It: 
Hitler’s legions to fall back in retreat. 

Yet as November, 1941, drew to a close, Adolf 
Hitler appeared to believe that the Battle of Russia 
had been won. He let it be known that his armies 
would spend Christmas in Leningrad and Moscow, 
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to make other plans for celeb: tin 
son. Fresh Soviet troops were broug 
Siberian garrisons, and these reinfor on e- 
used as the spearhead of counteroffensives throv oh 
out the whole length of the front. Marshal Timos- 
henko, who was moved to the south to halt the Nazis 
rushing past Rostov, not only stopped them but threw 
them back and recaptured Rostov. The city was ac- 
tually in German hands only a week, from Novem- 
ber 22 to November 29, 


The Nazis claimed that the evacuation of Rostov 
was for the purpose of diverting troops toward 
Moscow, but this the Red armies gave the lie to by 
promptly driving the Germans fifty miles farther 
back from Rostov and by breaking through the en- 
circling lines around Leningrad and Moscow. The 
triumphant Russians also regained ground in the 
Crimea; they marched back into Kerch and Theo- 
dosia, and they threw the enemy back from Seva- 
stopol. On December 8, Hitler had to make the hu- 
miliating announcement: “The German army does 
not expect to take Moscow this winter.” 


Lame excuses were offered to the German peo- 
ple. The Nazi armies, it was explained, were with- 
drawing at certain points in Russia so that their 
lines could be straightened. They would wait out 
the severe winter weather and open a new offensive 
in the spring. As little as possible was said of the 
losses in men and equipment, but Hitler admitted 
that the number of casualtie s, including dead, 
wounded, and missing, was in excess of 600,000. 
Sidney B. Fay, making an additional allowance for 
the frost-bitten, estimates that the total was at least 
1,000,000. 


For the sub-zero temperatures of the hard Rus- 
sian winter the Germans were completely unpre- 
pared. A measure of the suffering of the Nazi 
armies can be learned from Propaganda Minister 
Goebbels’ plea of December 20 for contributions of 
clothing for the troops in Russia: “As long as a 
single object of winter clothing remains in the 
Fatherland it must go to the front. I know that 
also in the homeland the individual can spare such 
equipment only with great difficulty. He is not in 
a position to replace it. But a thousand times more 
urgently do our soldiers need such equipment, which 
they cannot replace.” All of which leads one to 
wonder why Adolf Hitler never bothered to make a 
more careful study of the military campaigns of 
Napoleon Bonaparte; true it is that the Fuehrer 
was clearly a poor student of history, but the mis- 
take made by his French predecessor in failing to 
take into account the Russian winter should have 
taught a lesson plain enough to be understood even 
by an intuitive strategist. 


Full admission that the Russian campaign was 
going badly was made by Hitler when he made pub- 
lic the removal of a number of the generals direct- 
ing the armies on the eastern front. Field Marshal 
Fedor von Bock and Field Marshal Walther von 
Brauchitsch were relieved of their commands, and 
Hitler himself took over the leadership of his ar- 
mies. Amazingly enough, the official announcement 
of December 22, made reference to his famed mys- 
tical intuition: “The vastness of the theatre of war, 
the close connection of the conduct of land opera- 
tions with the political and economic war aims, and 
also the numerical size of the army compared with 
other parts of the armed forces have induced the 
Fuehrer to follow his intuitions and to influence in 
the strongest possible manner the operation and 
equipment of the army and to reserve to himself 
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ry, 1942, the Soviet forces con- 
minor gains along the whole 
only city of size retaken by the 
ling of the new year was Mozhaisk, 
s west of Moscow; there they claimed 
nearly 100,000 casualties had been inflicted on 
Yee Germans. In the succeeding months of the win- 
ter, Nazi pockets were surrounded at Rzhev and 
Kharkov, but the Russians failed in all attempts to 
dislodge them. 
With the coming of spring the Soviet Union and 
all the Allies braced themselves for Hitler’s promised 
offensive. February 26, Ambassador Maxim Lit- 
vinov gave voice to the feelings of Russia in an ad- 
dress in New York: “He is preparing for a spring 
offensive, and he thoroughly understands the impor- 
tance of the eastern campaign, which should settle 
not merely his own fate but that of the whole Axis. 
He knows that he will either win this campaign, and 
win all, or he will lose it and lose all. We should 
like our Allies and friends to see this as clearly as 
Hitler does, and to act accordingly.” The United 
States and Great Britain did see and act; war ma- 
terials were hurried to Russia as rapidly as pos- 
sible, and the air raids on Germany were increased 
in intensity and frequency. Yet the Persian Gulf 
Command’s supply line to Russia was still a year 
away, and not even the thousand-plane raids of the 
next few months could be reckoned a second front. 
This new German onslaught found the Russians 
standing virtually alone. 


It proved to be a summer rather than a spring 
offensive. The Soviet counterattacks during the 
winter had already weakened the Germans to some 
extent, and continued small scale operations kept the 
Nazis on the defensive through the month of April. 
In the northern and central sectors of the front, 
the Russians scored heavily enough to delay the 
Germans in their efforts to get an attack in the 
grand manner under way. All through the winter 
and spring the invaders were allowed no rest, and it 
was May before they were ready to strike again. 


The persistent hold the Germans had maintained 
on the extreme southern end of the front through 
the winter had given an indication of the spot they 
would choose for their new assault when it did come. 
In the Crimea the city of Sevastopol still suffered 
from the siege that had been in progress since mid- 
November, and as a preliminary to winding up that 
action, the Germans began a drive to clear the Rus- 
sians out of the entire peninsula. On May 8, 1942, 





Kerch was attacked and by May 19 it had fallen to 


the Germans. 


Then the Nazis turned on Sevastopol for a show- 
down struggle. The battle for the great port began 
on June 5, heavy artillery shelling and aerial bom- 
bardments tearing at the heart of the city. A Rus- 
sian officer reported: “There is no town left. The 
houses are all roofless, the streets are nearly all 
blocked by avalanches of rubble.” Still the defend- 
ers fought on and made the victory as costly as pos- 
sible for the Germans and their Rumanian allies. 
35,000 Nazi casualties had been counted in the De- 
cember assault, and more than twice that number 
had been added before the big Black Sea naval base 
fell to the Germans on July 38, 1942. 


The protracted siege of Sevastopol was another 
upset to the Hitler timetable in Russia, for not until 
the Crimean campaign was brought to a close could 
the Germans swing northward toward Stalingrad 
and Moscow. After the fall of Sevastopol, they 
opened in earnest their belated campaign, but they 
were midsummer battles that Hitler had planned to 
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e triumph of the United Neuere 
The Nazis now began to intensify their pressure 
up and down the front, but it was in the south that 
the fighting continued to be the bloodiest, with the 
triangle formed by Rostov, Kharkov, and Stalingrad 
witnessing a series of bitterly contested engage- 
ments. That triangle of earth was extremely impor- 
tant, for in it lay the great river arteries, the Donets 
and the Don, and the cities that were the keys to 
the defense of the oil fields and pipelines of the 
Caucasus. 


One by one the Nazis began to achieve their ob- 
jectives. By July 8 they had swept to the Don and 
has established a front stretching along the river for 
nearly a hundred miles; by the end of the month 
they had again captured Rostov, had thrown bridge- 
heads across the Don, and had begun to pour troops 
across the river into the area to the southeast. The 
oil fields of Maikop and the Black Sea port of No- 
vorossiisk fell to the Nazis after a month of fight- 
ing, and in addition a German column reached out 
to the edge of the Grozny oil fields, the richest oil 
source of the Caucasus. 


By the end of August the stage had been set for 
the most dramatic and crucial struggle of all, the 
siege of Stalingrad. On August 22, the Germans 
crossed the Don at two points above and below the 
bend where it turns toward the Sea of Azoy, and 
great forces were then massed at positions northwest 
and southwest of Stalingrad. From those directions 
the Germans struck across the level plains at the 
city again and again, using approximately a mil- 
lion men in their attacks. Hitler seemed oblivious to 
the decimation of his forces; regardless of the heavy 
losses, estimated at 2,000 men per day, he continued 
to pour in reinforcements and to order renewed ad- 
vances. Nazi tanks gored gaping holes in the Rus- 
sian defenses, but always the holes were closed as 
the Soviet reserves surged back. 


The Russians knew that the loss of Stalingrad 
would meant the loss of the control of the lower 
Volga. With that key waterway and the industries 
of Stalingrad in Nazi hands the Russian position 
in the south would be hopeless. Stalin, therefore, 
was as obdurate as Hitler; the city must be held. 
He too brought in fresh plane, tank, artillery, and 
infantry units. Women and children were evacuated, 
and workers left the factories to take positions in the 
front lines. Much of the machinery of the city’s 
manufacturing plants was dismantled and trans- 
shipped across the Ural Mountains there to be re- 
assembled and again to be put into operation turn- 
ing out war materials. 

By the last of September it appeared that the 
German commander Von Bock would have his way. 
In: spite of the heroic defense, a determined Nazi 
drive reached the Volga, at the city’s eastern edge, 
and street fighting in the suburbs began on Septem- 
ber 20. A force of 36,000 Germans battered its way 
into the city itself. But Marshal Timoshenko held 
on, and again reinforcements in great numbers ar- 
rived in time to push the invader back. Street fight- 
ing continued for two weeks, but the German thrust 
never reached the city’s heart. 


In the end it was the Russian success in learning 
to offset the enemy’s superiority in tanks and planes 
that turned impending defeat into victory. As long 
as the fighting remained fluid, as it was in its open- 
ing stages, the Germans could use their tanks with 
telling effect. The Russian army newspaper, Red 
Star, at that point proclaimed it a battle of “con- 
tinuous movement and maneuver on both sides,” the 
very kind of battle that best suited the German 
weapons and strategy. In the confines of the city, 
however, it was a different story. 

Edgar Snow in his People On Our Side tells of 
an interview with a Russian officer who revealed 
the tactics that were to ruin the Nazi hope of con- 
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of infantry, properly armed, a ut-— 
most determination. I don’t mean barricade street 
fighting—there was little of that—but groups con- 
verting every building into a fortress and fighting 
for it floor by floor and even room by room. Such 
defenders cannot be driven out either by tanks or 
planes. The Germans dropped over a million bombs 
on us but they did not dislodge our infantry from 
its decisive positions.” That type of defense kept 
Stalingrad in Russian hands. 

Seven terrible weeks were spent by the Germans 
in a head-on effort to storm Stalingrad, but finally 
on October 8 the German radio announced that there 
would be a change. To avoid “unnecessary sacri- 
fice,” it was stated, the High Command thenceforth 
would pursue a policy of artillery and air bombard- 
ment instead of direct frontal assault by tanks and 
infantry. It was another way of saying that while 
the siege of Stalingrad would go on, the Russians 
had forced a lull in the offensive. And a lull, with 
another winter closing in, spelled defeat. 


While defeatism had not at that time taken hold 
in Germany, the Nazis began to use the Soviet bogey 
as a means of stirring their people to greater ef- 
forts. One Nazi newspaper that October warned: 
“Just because it is no longer possible to lose the 
war we are capable of picturing without trembling 
all the immense misery, humiliation, and destruc- 
tion which would follow defeat. Every day we 
should think of this, and dedicate a few minutes to 
this picture of imagination in order to stir ourselves 
up and put an end to ridiculous grumbling and 
whining about trifles. Defeat means Asiatic vandal- 
ism in Europe. ... Every day we must hammer 
into our minds the recollection of the horrible years 
after Versailles!” 


On this new note of morale through realism, a 
substitution of fear for confidence, the German 
army prepared for its second Russian winter. The 
Berlin radio reported that the mid-November tem- 
peratures dropped to 29° below zero at Stalingrad. 
The great Nazi gamble at Stalingrad had lost, and 
now after three months of siege the city’s defenders 
were ready to take the offensive. 


The Red Army was ready for attack not only at 
Stalingrad but along the two thousand miles of 
front from Batum and Grozny in the Caucasus to 
Leningrad at the shores of the Baltic. Beginning on 
November 19, 1942, the Nazi Wehrmacht was to feel 
the weight of Russia’s sledge-hammer blows at 
Smolensk, at Rzhev, at Rostov, at Stalingrad, along 
the Don, and in the Caucasus. The supervision of 
this whole counteroffensive was turned over to 
Stalin’s chief military adviser, General Georgy 
Zhukoy. 


General Zhukov opened his offensive at Stalin- 
grad and at a city six hundred miles to the north, 
Rzhev. At Rzhev Soviet engineers built a bridge in 
darkness just eighteen inches below the icy river’s 
surface. This skillful action, completed almost un- 
der the guns of German sentries, enabled the Rus- 
sians to surge across the bridge and seize the inita- 
tive before the astounded Nazis realized what was 
happening. Simultaneously Marshal Timoshenko un- 
leashed his Stalingrad forces, and they not only 
broke through the besiegers’ lines but in addition 
pushed the Nazis back across the Don River. 


As time passed the Soviet offensive mounted in 
intensity. The Red Army learned to cope with the 
Nazi “hedgehog” defenses by reducing the concrete 
blocks and pillboxes with their artillery before send- 
ing forward their tanks and infantry. German lines 
of communication and supply were cut at several 
points, thereby causing a general withdrawal all 
along the front. On February 14 Rostov was given 
up by the Germans, and on February 16 Kharkov 
was abandoned. The only area left to the Nazis in 
the Caucasus was the Kerch Peninsula, and from 
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Soviet surrender ultimatum, th 
ically set to work hacking the ( 
In twenty days, from January 2 nuary 20, 
1943, the Red Armies killed more than 100,000 men. 
By January 31, the day that General von Paulus 
finally surrendered, only a handful of what had 
been an army of 330,000 men remained. The rest 
had been killed or had been captured in small groups. 


Yet predictions that the Nazi eastern front was 
on the verge of collapse proved altogether prema- 
ture. The winter campaign in Russia had cost Ger- 
many heavily in territory, in equipment, in man- 
power. The worst and most irretrievable loss was 
in time. Daily certainty grew that time was run- 
ning out for the Nazis. Spring would see the Hitler 
legions advance again in Russia, but precious months 
had been lost forever. Those months Britain and 
the United States could use to produce and concen- 
trate supplies—and in other ways. 


One reason that the Red Army was successful 
in its winter offensive was the opening of a new 
front by American and British forces in Africa. 
Since this African venture drew no considerable 
numbers of men or amounts of equipment out of 
Russia, Soviet leaders scarcely deemed it an answer 
to their persistent demands for a “second front.” 
Yet the move into Algeria and beyond proved so 
disastrous to the Nazi desert forces that the African 
front certainly served to limit Hitler’s freedom of 
movement and lessened the chances of the Germans’ 
receiving reinforcements to bolster their crumbling 
Russian front. 


In the spring of 1942, Hitler had delivered fresh 
reserves to Rommel for his Afrika Korps, and in a 
drive that coincided with the Nazi surge into the 
Caucasus Rommel had swept out of Libya and on 
into Egypt. He had won a great prize on June 21 
by trapping 30,000 British prisoners in Tobruk prior 
to capturing that fortress city. After an advance 
of over four hundred miles he had finally been 
halted by General Auchinleck’s British Eighth Army 
at El Alamein, only seventy-five miles from Alex- 
andria. For weeks thereafter both armies were ata 
standstill. 


At that point, a change was made in British 
commanders. General Auchinleck was relieved and 
in his place General Harold R. L. G. Alexander be- 
came commander in chief of the British armies in 
the Middle East. General Bernard L. Montgomery 
at the same time was placed at the head of the 
Eighth Army. Soon after Montgomery took charge, 
reinforcements from England arrived, along with 
some new American-made Sherman tanks, and with 
these new men and weapons the British lashed back 
at Rommel. 


Montgomery’s Fifty-first Highlanders with bag- 
pipes skirling opened the attack on the night of Oc- 
tober 23, 1942. Progress was slow at first for sappers 
had to clear out mine fields before the tanks could 
get through. With the infantry leading the way 
past the mines and the barbed wire entanglements, 
Montgomery’s tanks finally found an opening, out- 
fought and outmaneuvered the enemy armor, and at 
last broke through Rommel’s El Alamein line. In 
that first brilliant stroke the British rounded up 
two thousand Germans whom they had pinned 
against the sea and captured some thirty thousand 
Italians whom they had cornered in the Qatarra 
Depression. 


After the initial breakthrough it was a rout. 
British and American airmen had complete air su- 
periority, and they pounded Rommel’s fleeing col- 
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real object of the aie was the wily Rom- 
self. The British almost caught him south 
of Bengazi. There Montgomery sent a column 
swiftly to the south seeking to head off the Ger- 
man general’s forces as they followed the coast line 
around the hump of Cyrenaica. The British were 
just too late, and Rommel slipped around to the 
comparative safety of El Agheila. Yet with only 
part of an army left, and with Montgomery advanc- 
ing from the east and a second Allied force moving 
toward him from the west, Rommel’s position was 
almost hopeless. 


Consideration now must be given to that second 
Allied army that threatened Rommel’s western flank. 
Rommel arrived with his battered column at El 
Agheila on November 22; two weeks before, this 
other Allied force had begun to make its presence 
felt in Africa. The place was the Mediterranean 
and Atlantic coast of French Morocco and Algeria. 


The date was November 8, 1942. The hour was mid-— 


night. The men were Americans under the com- 
mand of a comparatively unknown Lieutenant Gen- 
eral, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 


This first use of American troops in the Euro- 
pean-African theatre of operations had come about 
only after long months of careful preparation. 
Shortly after the landings in French Africa had 
taken place, President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill made public the conferences and decisions 
and labors that had gone into the planning of the 
invasion. A start had been made at the Christmas 
visit of Churchill to the United States after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the project had oc- 
cupied much of the time of the two leaders there- 
after. According to Churchill: ‘‘The President of 
the United States is the author of this mightly un- 
dertaking, and in all of it I have been his active 
and ardent lieutenant.” 


Agreement had been reached at that first Decem- 
ber conference that Northwest Africa would be the 
point for the initial attack. Churchill had wanted 
an invasion of Western Europe “either alternately or 
simultaneously,” but Roosevelt had held out for the 
Mediterranean front as more feasible in view of the 
problems involved. It was decided that an early op- 
eration, preferably one in 1942, was highly desir- 
able; consequently all thought of a front on the 
English Channel was temporarily put aside. Never- 
theless a joint statement from Washington, London, 
and Moscow had been issued in June, 1942, declar- 
ing that “complete agreement has been reached on 
the urgent task of creating a second front in Eu- 
rope in 1942.” That declaration served the purpose 
of putting the Germans on their guard along the 
French coasts and caused them to maintain there 
thirty-three divisions and a third of their air 
strength, men and planes that otherwise might have 
been used against the Russians. “TI hold it perfectly 
justifiable,’ explained Churchill, “to deceive your 
enemy, even if at the same time your own people 
are deceived.” 


In August the British Prime Minister had made 
a trip to Moscow and at that time had revealed to 
Premier Stalin the full details of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can strategy. That visit did much to prevent fur- 
ther misunderstanding with the Soviet Union over 
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ents that “were ee aes of a Ketter un- 
ing with the United States and Great Brit- 


ain. | He pioalated that it might be “confidently said 


that the effect will not be a small one and that a 
certain relief in pressure on the Soviet Union will 
result in the nearest future.” 


At the same time that tactics were being mapped 
in the Allied capitals, missions were secretly at 
work in the French colonies paving the way for the 
landings. Robert D. Murphy, formerly attached to 
the American embassy in Paris, kept a large group 
of American agents busy in Morocco and Algeria. 
They made friends for the Allied cause, spent money 
freely where it would do the most good, and obtained 
information that was to prove invaluable to the 0c- 
cupying troops. 

Another party of Americans that paid an ad- 
vance visit to French Africa was headed by Major 
General Mark Wayne Clark. He and a small group 
of Army officers, dressed as civilians and there- 
fore in danger of being shot as spies if events went 
against them, made their way ashore from a sub- 
marine three weeks before November 8. Discussions 
with French officers, who had many reasons for 
desiring a German defeat, laid the groundwork for 
the invasion. On one occasion police interrupted a 
conference, and Clark and the other Americans had 
to hide in a wine cellar. They made good their es- 
cape, only to be nearly drowned when their rubber 
boat capsized; this mishap cost them $18,000 in gold 
which sank when the boat upset. 


The loss of that much gold on the return trip 
leads one to wonder how much was taken ashore, 
how much was distributed, and for what purposes. 
Regardless of the amount it can be considered money 
well spent. The value of the intricate military and 
diplomatic undercover work of Robert Murphy and 
Mark Clark was to be proved when the landings be- 
gan. As each hour passed after midnight of No- 
vember 8, it became increasingly clear that many of 
the French were offering virtually no opposition to 
the Allies. At some points stiff resistance was en- 
countered, but enough cooperation was obtained to 
guarantee success in the critical early hours of the 
undertaking. 


On October 24, as General Montgomery made his 
opening maneuvers to break Rommel’s line at El 
Alamein, a great American and British armada 
headed south from England. More than five hun- 
dred transports and cargo vessels were included, 
with a protecting force of 350 warships. Most of 
the troops crowded in the leading transports were 
Americans, for it was felt that the hostility be- 
tween the British and French might undo the work 
of patching up relations with the French which had 
been performed by Murphy and Clark. After the 
first landings, however, British forces were used 
freely. 


The first objectives of the invaders were the cities 
that held the keys to the control of French Morocco 
and Algeria, the port cities and naval stations, the 
railway and highway centers, the air bases, and the 
political capitals. That meant that the initial blows 
must be struck at the Mediterranean ports of Algiers 
and Oran and at the Atlantic cities of Casablanca 
and Rabat. In no instance did the landing barges 
go directly to the ports themselves; always they 
would unload their troops on nearby beaches, leav- 
ing them to encircle the city. Ranger teams, espe- 
cially trained to make deadly raids by stealthy tac- 
tics, usually went in first, followed by infantry, ar- 
tillery, and tanks. The Rangers would hurry for- 
ward to seize control of vital points such as radio 
stations, docks, and public buildings, while the other 

















P igre 
units would methodical 
af the elty, PAratiobpeer era i 
of the city. Paratroopers were used in 
gain quick control of the airfields. peeps 

and by 


was provided by carrier planes 
flown in from Gibraltar. 

This American brand of blitzkrieg worked 
smoothly, and the subjjugation of French Africa was 
hurried forward. The first American Rangers went 
ashore near Algiers at three o’clock in the morning 
of November 8. Two Ranger officers landed with 
the first assault troops fifteen miles west of the 
city; there they were met by a friendly French 
leader, and twenty minutes later they were shaking 
hands with the garrison commander. Within six- 
teen hours Vichy’s military chief in North Africa, 
General Alfonse Pierre Juin, had surrendered and 
along with him Admiral Jean Francois Darlan, next 
to Henri Petain and Pierre Laval the most important 
Frenchman in the Vichy regime. Admiral Darlan 
appears to have been on hand by accident since he 
had not been one of those involved in the secret con- 
ferences of October. He had come to Algiers a short 
while earlier from Vichy to visit his son who lay 
ill of infantile paralysis. ; 


At Oran the French put up a more determined 
fight. The shore batteries around this harbor where 
the British had struck the French fleet in 1940 
were manned in part by Germans, and they di- 
rected an effective fire at the Allied ships. The 
heavy slugging of General Lloyd R. Fredendall’s 
ground troops together with the attacks of General 
James Doolittle’s air force finally broke Oran’s re- 
sistance on November 10. 


The bitterest contest developed at Casablanca. 
This city of 250,000 was important as a port and a 
railhead and next to Dakar it was the finest prize in 
Vichy Africa. Two days before the American land- 
ings, De Gaullists had fought Germans in Casa- 
blanca, but the Vichy French there seemed to have 
been unswayed by the American undercover agents. 
A Vichy squadron of cruisers and destroyers opened 
fire on the Americans, but they were knocked out 
by Admiral Henry K. Hewitt’s fleet. Navy bombers 
in this engagement left the uncompleted 35,000-ton 
battleship Jean Bart a mass of flames at its anchor- 
age. Meanwhile the tank columns of General George 
S. Patton had driven into the city, and Casablanca 
was forced to yield. 


Rabat fell without incident, and with all of their 
major cities gone the French of Morocco and Algeria 
gave up the struggle. On November 11, Admiral 
Darlan, having proclaimed himself the commander 
of all North Africa, issued the order for the French 
to cease firing. The Admiral and General Eisen- 
hower signed a general armistice, and at that point 
the American leader announced that the fight for 
Morocco and Algeria was at an end. The campaign 
had lasted less than four days and had cost Ameri- 
cans only 860 killed and 1,050 wounded. 


In concluding this first phase of the fight for 
North Africa, General Eisenhower made a bid for 
French support in the battles that lay ahead. “I do 
not regard this as any great victory,” he said. “I 
regard these people as our friends. We had a mis- 
understanding, but fortunately it ended in our favor. 
The job now is to get this thing organized and go 
after the enemy.” 

That had been the keynote in all Allied over- 
tures to the French both before the landings and 
after they had begun. President Roosevelt broad- 
east in French by short-wave this message: “We 
come among you to repulse the cruel invaders. ... 
Have faith in our words... . Help us where you 
are able... . Vive La France Eternelle!” More- 
over, at Allied urging, leaders of all factions of 
Frenchmen broadcast exhortations to their followers 
to arise. General Henri Giraud, in North Africa, 
counselled collaboration with the Allies, pleading 
with Frenchmen to “save your bullets for the Boche.” 
General De Gaulle broadcast from London: “For- 
ward! The great moment has come. Help our Al- 
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negotiations in Africa, including | 
stice agreement, had been made n Dar 
De Gaullists felt that they had been betrayed. 
fact was plain, they said, that the Allies were “tre 
ing on a basis of equality with the Number Twe 
traitor of France.” The fairness of the charge 
could not be denied, but as long as the influential 
Admiral performed useful services, such as his de- 
livery of the great port of Dakar and the French 
fleet there to the Allies without a shot having to be 
fired, it was difficult to repudiate him. 

On December 24, 1942, the dilemma was solved in 
part by the assassination of Darlan in Algiers. The 
political views of the young French assassin respon- 
sible for his death were variously interpreted to be 
pro-Vichy, pro-De Gaulle, and pro-Giraud. It is cer- 
tain that his act was pro-American, for the death 
of Darlan made it unnecessary for the United States 
to have to cast him aside. Thereafter the way was 
clear for healing the temporary rupture with De 
Gaulle’s Fighting French. No one mourned the 
passing of the renegade Darlan; a known oppor- 
tunist and turncoat, he had made more enemies than 
most men accumulate in a much longer lifetime. It 
was unfortunate that the Allies found it necessary 
to deal with him, for next to Laval he was the most 
scorned of Frenchmen. By the time he was killed 
he had outlived his usefulness to the United Nations, 
and he was rapidly becoming a liability. Privately 
the Allied commanders probably rejoiced, along with 
loyal Frenchmen everywhere, at the news of his 
death. 


The Nazis had not been idle while the struggle 
for Morocco and Algeria had been in progress. In 
retaliation the Germans made a number of rapid 
moves in an effort to counteract the Allied successes. 
Their first response was to concentrate a large sub- 
marine force in the western end of the Mediter- 
ranean with the purpose of wreaking havoc among 
the ships in the huge Anglo-American armada there. 
Sixteen vessels were torpedoed by the Germans, but 
the Allies took such a heavy toll of U-boats that the 
undersea raiders were wholly unsuccessful in slow- 
ing down the landings. 


Next the Germans proceeded to oecupy that por- 
tion of France where the Vichy government had 
maintained the fiction of self-rule. When the Ameri- 
cans first attacked in French Africa, Marshal Petain 
had given his orders: “France and her honor are at 
stake. We have been attacked. We will defend our- 
selves.” Since the obedience of the Colonials to this 
command had too frequently taken the form of a 
token resistance to the Allies, the Germans moved to 
salvage what was left of Vichy France. As a step 
in their seizure of Southern France, the Nazis at- 
tempted to board the French ships in the Mediter- 
ranean port of Toulon. The prompt scuttling of 
most of these vessels by their French crews, how- 
ever, prevented any considerable number falling into 
German hands. Among the ships sunk in this action 
was the battleship Strasbourg along with some sixty 
other men-of-war. 


A more effective countermove of the Nazis was 
their reinforcement of Tunisia for a stand against 
the Allies. This French protectorate might have 
gone the way of Algeria and Morocco but for the 
quick action of the Germans. By rushing in troops 
and light mechanized units by air from Sicily, they 
won by a close margin the race with the Allies for 
Bizerte and Tunis and forced thereby a longer and 
harder campaign for North Africa than the Allies 
had begun to hope would be necessary. 
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Tobruk—Armoured car manned with captured Italian gun. 


Tobruk—Wrecked Italian and German planes litter the desert. 
Tobruk—Gun pit in the desert. 


The hull of the wrecked Italian cruiser, San Giorgio. 
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into Algiers on November 9; th 


; they had n no part 
in the Algerian affair but instead had set forth on 


the road to Tunis. The First Army had neither the 
numbers nor the equipment for a protracted strug- 
gle, but a gamble was made with “a couple of bri- 
gades and a blade of armor.” If all went well, they 
would sweep into Tunis and Bizerte and have those 
key cities in their grasp before the Axis was ready 
to defend them. 

On November 10, however, the Germans began 
landing men in Africa by short haul from Sicily, 
at the rate of a thousand men a day, and by the 
time Anderson’s forces had reached the Tunisian 
border the Germans and Italians had_ built up 
enough strength to thwart the plan of the Allies for 
a quick victory. Even so, before the end of Novem- 
ber one of Anderson’s columns took Mateur and an- 
other took Medjez-el-Bab while a combined British 
and American force occupied Tebourba. Mateur was 
only twenty miles from Bizerte and Tebourba only 
eighteen miles from Tunis. 


By that time, however, the striking power of | 


Anderson’s army was gone. He was without sup- 
plies, he needed reserves in great number, and most 
of all he needed more air support. General Eisen- 
hower hurried to the British commander all troops 
that could be spared from -the operations farther 
west. The American general was later criticized for 
his sending small tactical units of the United States 
Army forward to join with Anderson who in turn 
placed them at any point they were needed in Tu- 
nisia. This policy meant that American troops in- 
stead of forming an army of their own were scat- 
tered amongst British forces. Another complaint 
was that these incomplete tactical units were fre- 
quently handicapped by being used for a type of 
duty entirely foreign to anything for which they 
had been trained. 


Yet such criticisms fail to take into account the 
urgency of the situation confronting the Allied lead- 
ers; Eisenhower and Anderson did the best they 
could with what they had. They gambled in the 
hopes of winning Tunisia with a whirlwind thrust; 
they threw everything they dared into that gamble; 
their bet did not pay off. Still if the torrential rains 
had not turned the roads to mud, if there had been 
fewer Nazi Stukas screeching down on Allied troops 
and more American fighters in the air, several 
months of fighting might have been saved. 


The Axis managed to bring this first Allied drive 
for Tunisia to a halt by December 6. Anderson’s 
army was just fifteen miles short of its objective. 
The long supply line from Algiers had become over- 
extended, and only a fraction of the army’s needs 
could be delivered. There was nothing to do but to 
fall back from Tebourba and _ to establish a line 
running north and south from Medjez-el-Bab to the 
sea. The Germans and Italians had been strong 
enough to stop Anderson, but they did not have the 
power to force him back farther than Medjez-el-Bab. 
There he waited until his turn came, 


Thereafter the struggle for Tunisia slowed down 
into a bitterly contested slugging match. Most of 
December and January the Allies spent in trying to 
knock out by air raids the Axis ports of entry on 
the Mediterranean, Both Axis and Allied armies 
waited in the mud and rain while supplies and men 
were moved up to the front. Occasional feints were 
made at each other’s lines, but the quagmires created 
by the prolonged rainy season prevented any con- 
siderable activity on the part of the rival ground 
forces. 

Across Tunisia in the adjoining state of Tripoli- 
tania it was a different story. There at El Agheila 
Montgomery was ready to storm Rommel’s fortifica- 
tions by the middle of December. For his part Rom- 
mel was in no wise prepared to make a stand; and 
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on again. Now a1 . 
streamed along the coast r d is] 

would move in toward the shore to take u: 

and pump shells into the Nazi columns. lle 

to head Rommel off were futile, however, and. 
made good his escape to Tunisia where he joined t 
Axis army already on hand there 
mand of General Jurgen von Arnim. 


Rommel’s retreat from El Alamein in Egypt to 
Mareth in Tunisia had carried him 1,400 miles in 
fourteen weeks. Despite his losses he had kept his 
forces intact, and except for the first days following 
the El Alamein breakthrough his westward with- 
drawal had not been a rout. He had lost thousands 


’ 
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of soldiers and he had abandoned tons of materials, © 


but his army was still seizeable at the time of his 
junction with Von Arnim’s troops, and together 
they composed a formidable force of some 130,000 
men. 


The achievement of Montgomery’s Eighth Army 
in driving Rommel out of Egypt and on across 
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania must stand as one of the 


most notable accomplishments of the Second World 


War. In a sense the Eighth Army was an Allied 
Army, for much of its equipment was American and 
many of its men were from France and Poland and 
Greece and Czechoslovakia ; but its brain and heart 
and sinew were British, and the English people 
justly take pride in its performance. Montgomery 
once told his men: “I doubt if our empire has ever 
possessed such a magnificent fighting machine as 
the Eighth Army; you made its name a household 
word all over the world.” 


Two weeks after Field Marshal Rommel took 
command of the Axis forces in Tunisia, he lashed 
out in an attack that caught the Allies in the west 
off guard. On February 14, 1943, he struck through 
the Faid Pass a few miles west of Sidi bou Zid and 
dealt crushing blows at the French and American 
troops who attempted to hold the Pass. Once beyond 
Faid the German columns pushed on to Gafsa and 
Sbeitla and thence in a wide are to Feriana and 
Kasserine. For a time it appeared that the Allies 
would be rolled out of Tunisia into Algeria. 


In this first encounter of American forces with 
the Germans in World War II, the Americans came 
out second best. The unseasoned troops of the United 
States were not yet a match for the veterans of the 
Afrika Korps. A sample of their greenness was 
their failure to cover their retreat with land mines, 
a trick Rommel had used to advantage in the desert. 
Losses for the Allies in this February battle were 
extensive both in men and equipment. About 
half of the tank strength of the United States First 
Armored Division was gone, and other units that 
had sought to block the Nazi advance had been 
equally hard hit. 


At Thala the Allies finally stopped the Germans. 
The United States Army’s Ninth Division and 
Thirty-fourth Division had hurried there from Oran 
and were among the units contributing to the Allied 
victory. The artillery of the Ninth Division made a 
forced march of 770 miles in three days and arrived 
at Thala in time to turn back Rommel with an ac- 
curate and opportune barrage. 


As suddenly as they had advanced now the Ger- 
mans withdrew. Allied planes made this withdrawal 
as costly as possible, strafing and bombing every- 
thing in sight. Bombers hovered over Kasserine Pass 
and Faid Pass and poured down bombs on the files 
of men as they squeezed through the narrow pas- 
Sageways. Rommel pulled back the full thirty miles 
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y the inevitable. | 

eir February setback the Allies effected 


tion in arms. Under General Eisenhower as com- 
-mander in chief, General Sir Harold Alexander was 
named the active field commander of all ground 
forces of the Allies in Tunisia. General Lloyd R. 
Fredendall was removed as commander of the Ameri- 
can Second Army Corps, and he was replaced by 
General George S. Patton. The Second Corps was 
expanded to include three infantry and one tank 
division, and by that act most of the American 
troops were pulled out of British units and joined 
together in their own separate organization. The 
air forces in Tunisia also were revitalized, and Gen- 
eral Carl Spaatz was put in direct charge of air 
operations. 


At last the Allies were ready. Their air arm, by 
this time in control of the skies over Tunisia, opened 
the assault with a blazing attack on Nazi positions. 
Bombers blasted at the enemy’s supply lines and 
rear bases, and fighters coordinated their strikes at 
Rommel’s and Von Arnim’s columns with the ad- 
vances of Allied ground troops. No longer were 
Allied infantrymen harrassed by the Stukas; instead 
it was the Germans that suffered the strafing. 


Then in the center of the line Patton’s Second 
Corps began pounding toward Gafsa. His divisions 
overran Feriana and Sbeitla and Sidi bou Zid, and 
at last, in mid-March, they rolled into Gafsa. From 
there they made a two-pronged drive through El 
Guettar and Sened, and for a while it appeared that 
the Americans would be able to strike through to 
the sea. Had all American units matched the bril- 
liant performance of the First Division in this ac- 
tion, not even the difficult terrain could have long 
slowed their advance; but the other infantry divi- 
sions had not yet found themselves, and their fail- 
ures caused all hope of a quick thrust’s trapping 
Rommel to be temporarily abandoned. 


With the Americans pressing the Germans hard 
in the central sector, the British began an attack in 
the south. There Rommel had established a strong 
front stretching inland from the town of Mareth, 
and against this Mareth Line Montgomery now 
hurled one wing of his Eighth Army. Another wing 
he sent on a wide sweep to the south, with the pur- 
pose of turning Rommel’s flank. Fierce fighting 
marked the progress of the British, but in spite of 
heavy losses at Wadi Zigzau and at El Hamma, 
Montgomery’s tactics were successful and the Brit- 
ish steadily pushed the Germans back. On March 
27, Rommel’s Mareth Line at last collapsed, and the 
Germans had to streak north before Patton could 
cover the remaining twenty-nine miles from Mak- 
nassy with the tanks of the First Armored Division 
and thus block the Nazi retreat. 


Once more the “Desert Fox’’ was the object of a 
chase, and he proved as elusive as ever. He outran 
the American Thirty-fourth Division and British 
Ninth Corps units near Fondouk just before the 
Allies succeeded in forcing their way past the hills 
and minefields that lay between them and their 
quarry. The Germans withdrew to the north where 
Von Arnim was standing off General Anderson and 
period of two years in running to earth his rela- 
tively small Afrika Korps of four Nazi divisions 
ranks with the great achievements of the war. 
“With the Italians,’ an appraisal in Time for May 
24, 1943, reads, “he all but closed the Mediterranean 
to Allied shipping, forced the costly extension of 


res in command and a general reorganiza-. 
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trong position the American Sec- 


ond Corps, the Fighting French Nineteenth Corps, 


and the British First and Eighth Armies pressed 
forward to drive the Germans into the sea. To make 
sure that there would be no Axis duplication of Dun- 
kirk, Allied bombers pounded at enemy shipping, 
and Allied naval units patrolled the Mediterranean 
waters around possible ports of exit. Without pros- 
pect of outside aid, the Germans and Italians could 
only await the inevitable closing of the jaws of the 
United Nations trap. 


In this final phase of the fighting, the American 
Second Corps showed to particular advantage. The 
Second Corps had moved north from the El Guettar 
sector in a swift march of two hundred miles and 
en route had acquired a new commanding officer, 
General Omar N. Bradley. Eisenhower reasoned 
that the remainder of the North African struggle 
would be an infantry show; hence he replaced his 
master of tanks, Patton, with an infantry leader. 
Bradley proved to be a sound choice. 


The battles of the Northern Tunisian hills were 
short, bloody, and decisive. The numbered hills gave 
their undramatic names to those battles, as severe 
tests for American skill and courage as any in the 
history of the nation’s armed forces. Hill 532 cost 
almost an entire battalion; mines, booby traps, and 
the fire from mortars and machine guns drove this 
battalion back three times before its fourth charge 
forced the enemy to retreat. 


More important was the capture on May 1, of 
Hill 609, the key to the city of Mateur which pro- 
tected Bizerte and served as the bulwark of the 
Axis northern flank. Hill 609 rises like a fortress 
out of the surrounding lesser hills, and its defend- 
ers made full use of its natural impregnability. The 
untried Thirty-fourth Division worked like a vet- 
eran outfit of a score of campaigns in cracking the 
hill’s defenses and in holding it against savage Ger- 
man counterattacks. Then when Green Hill and 
Bald Hill were stormed by the Ninth Division, 
Mateur lay open to capture. 


Within a week of the fall of Mateur, Bizerte and 
Tunis were in Allied hands. The Americans pushed 
on past Mateur to Bizerte and took the port city 
without difficulty. At the same time the British 
smashed through the Medjerda Valley and moved 
into Tunis. From Tunis the British drove into the 
Cap Bon Peninsula and boxed in the final group of 
Axis troops. Somewhat surprisingly the final col- 
lapse of the Axis came suddenly; there were no last 
minute heroics, no last ditch stand, no escape by sea. 
On May 10, 1948, all Axis resistance in North 
Africa came to an end. At some unannounced date, 
Rommel had been flown to Germany, leaving to Von 
Arnim and lesser leaders the indignity of surrender. 


Between the two Allied armies at Bizerte and 
Tunis, the considerable Nazi force under Von 
Arnim’s command was trapped and thus helped to 


swell the cost of the campaign to the Axis. Among 


the Axis casualties in Tunisia alone were 30,000 
killed, 27,000 wounded, and 266,000 captured. The 
total of Allied casualties numbered less than 70,000. 
During the three years of their African campaign, 
the British suffered 200,000 casualties, while the 
Axis lost 600,000. Of the Axis total, however, only 
250,000 were Germans. From the time that United 
States troops first landed in North Africa to the 
close of the campaign, American losses were 2,184 
killed, 9,487 wounded, and 6,937 missing and taken 
prisoner. 


Although beaten the Germans had not suffered 
disaster in their African venture. Rommel’s brilliant 
feat of keeping large Allied armies occupied for a 
Allied supply lines, for two critical years pinned 
down a large proportion of Britain’s effective mili- 
tary strength, to that extent delayed any possible 
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leadership prompted someone to remark that “never _ 


in the history of human conflict have so few been 
commanded by so many.” The capable handling of 
all these diverse elements by General Eisenhower, 
remarkable under the circumstances, marked him as 
almost the inevitable choice as commanders in chief 
in case of a northern invasion of the continent of 
Europe. 


In addition to the new knowledge the Allies had 
gleaned about themselves, they had profited from 
their African campaign at the expense of their ene- 
mies. They had shattered for all time Mussolini’s 
dreams of empire. They had dimmed Axis prestige, 
and they had given new courage to resistance groups 
in countries overrun by Hitler. They had made the 
campaign costly in a material sense; for they had 
destroyed and captured immense stores of Axis sup- 
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whole of Hitler’s “Fortress Europe, 


spread enough to cover ten thousand miles « 
Most important of all, new Sur hangers for 
invasion of Europe had been acquired. 


At Stalingrad and Tunisia, the United Nations 
moved beyond the end of the beginning. Their 
combined efforts were already marking out the 
course the war would follow. By the first of May, 
1943, the German and Italian members of the Axis 
were beginning to experience defeat. The Allies 
were mounting their offensive. Th end was still far 
off, but the way was growing clear. 


“an 


CHAPTER X 


The Not So Soft Underbelly 


In reviewing for Parliament the Allied reasons 
for striking at Algeria and Morocco in November, 
1942, Winston Churchill stated: “At the same time 
we make this wide and encircling move in the Medi- 
terranean, having for its primary object the recov- 
ery of the command of that vital sea, but also hav- 
ing for its object the exposure of the under-belly of 
the Axis, especially Italy, to heavy attacks.” Imme- 
diately after the clean-up in Tunisia, the attack on 
that exposed underbelly began. 


Allied airmen led the way. Flights of Welling- 
tons, Marauders, Liberators, Fortresses, and Mit- 
chells ranged out over the Mediterranean and rocked 
the Italian islands of Pantelleria, Lampedusa, Sicily, 
and Sardinia with a steady rain of bombs. Airfields, 
port facilities, railway yards, and gun emplacements 
were the special targets. German and Italian air- 
men tried hard to stop the onslaught, but the Allies 
brushed them aside; 305 Axis planes were knocked 
out of the air during the early days of June while 
the Allies lost less than fifty. Under the Allied 
aerial umbrella, fleet units maneuvered close to 
Pantelleria and Sicily and used their heavy guns 
with effect on shore defenses. 


For twenty days the tiny island fortress of Pan- 
telleria was made to suffer a shattering precision 
bombing that blasted it from one end to the other. 
Seven million pounds of explosives were dropped in 
that period, and the garrison on the island was pul- 
verized. On June 11, 1943, the defenders surren- 
dered. It was the first time in history that an island 
fortification had been bombed into submission and 
had yielded to an air force. 


Promptly two other small islands, Lampedusa 
and Limosa, which like Pantelleria lay between 
Tunis and Sicily, yielded to the Allied bombers. Dis- 
appointed at being left out of these aerial conquests, 
Britain’s Commando leader, Lord Louis Mountbatten, 
ruefully requested the air forces in the future 
“please to stop two days earlier and give us a 
chance.” 


The island of Sicily was next. For four weeks 
more the bombers continued to blast at Sicily and 
Italy, leaving in their wake charred rubble where 
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once had been hangars, landing docks, factories, and 
supply depots. It was clear that all of this was 
simply to soften Sicily for invasion. The Allied in- 
tention was understood full well by the Axis nations, 
but they lacked the power to offer effective resis- 
tance. 


The long expected invasion of Sicily began about 
10 P.M. on the night of July 9, 1943. British and 
United States parachute troops and air-borne in- 
fantry went in first. As the leading American plane 
neared the target, the officer in charge spoke these 
simple words: “Well, boys, we are truly the first 
men of America tonight. We will be the first to 
land in Axis Europe. For hours and hours we will 
be alone. There will be enemies all around us and 
over our heads. We must do our best.” Their best 
was good enough to seize airfields and to knock out 
utilities and communications and thus to have much 
of the initial work necessary to the success of an 
amphibious operation already accomplished before 
the main landing force struck the Sicilian coast the 
next morning. Even so, faulty air navigation caused 
the American units of the Eighty-second Air-borne 
Division to be landed at points too far distant from 
their planned objectives, and the power of their di- 
versionary attacks in the enemy’s rear was consid- 
erably diminished. 


Throughout the night of July 9 and the early 
morning of July 10 the great invasion force streamed 
across from Africa. Four times the number of ships 
used in the Algerian and Moroccan landings were 
employed in the Sicilian operation; 3,266 transports, 
landing craft, and fighting escorts carried the in- 
vading armies to the appointed beaches. Air supe- 
riority gave the United Nations complete freedom 
from bomber and fighter reprisal action, and their 
assault troops moved forward under a friendly air 
cover at all times. Included in the Allied force were 
160,000 men, 1,008 heavy guns, and 600 tanks. 


The southeast corner of the island was the scene 
of the landings. The Americans went ashore near 
Licata, Gela, and Scogliti, while the British seized 
the eastern shore from Cape Passero to Syracuse, 
Although the Axis had correctly read the signs and 





knew that an attack was imminent, the Allies gained 
the initial advantage of surprise by striking at a 
point and at a time that were unexpected. The Axis 
never recovered completely from those first blows. 


The command structure for the operation was 
much the same as it had been during the Tunisian 
campaign. The strategic command was in the hands 
of General Eisenhower, and again his chief in the 
field was General Alexander. The Eighth Army, 
still led ‘by General Montgomery, represented the 
British half of General Alexander’s group, while a 
newly formed American Seventh Army was on hand 
with General George Patton at its head and with 
General Omar Bradley as one of his assistants. The 
Seventh Army was composed of the First, the 
Third, the Ninth, and the Forty-fifth Infantry Di- 
visions, the Eighty-second Air-borne Division, and 
the Second Armored Division. 


As the men of the Seventh Army prepared to 
leave their transports, an “Order of the Day” from 
General Patton was read: “When we land we will 
meet German and Italian soldiers whom it is our 
honor and privilege to attack and destroy. Many of 
you have in your veins German and Italian blood, 
but remember that these ancestors of yours so loved 
freedom that they gave up home and country to 
cross the ocean in search of liberty. . . . Remember 
that we as attackers have the initiative. We must 
retain this tremendous advantage by always attack- 
ing rapidly, ruthlessly, viciously, without rest. How- 
ever tired and hungry you may be, the enemy will 
be more tired, more hungry. Keep punching. God 
is with us. We shall win.” Few of the men who 
heard those words were inspired, however, for they 
were a very sea-sick group. They looked like any- 
thing but conquerors that morning. 

Once on land and in the words of their song, 
“with the dirt behind their ears,” the infantry 
needed no special words of encouragement. General 
Terry Allen and the First Division got to the shore 
first, and with the aid of a Ranger battalion they 
took the original objective, the city of Gela. That 
action seemed to make the beachhead secure, but on 
the following day, July 11, a bitter Axis counter- 
attack nearly swept the Americans back into the sea. 
The enemy assault was made with the support of 
nearly a hundred tanks, and it came at a time when 
the Americans had landed only three tanks and not 
many more anti-tanks guns. The battle-hardened 
First Division was doubtless one of the few units in 
the United States Army that could have at that 
stage of the war held its ground against the wither- 
ing attack that followed. The defense of Hill 41 by 
the 16th Regiment’s 2nd Battalion was so heroic 
and bloody that it became a legend; men later quite 
erroneously convinced themselves that holding this 
pinpoint of the battlefield saved the Sicilian cam- 
paign and in turn won the war. 


At the day’s end, the American defenders of 
Gela were exhausted, their ammunition was spent, 
and the enemy still pressed hard upon them. Gen- 
eral Allen chose that moment to give the order: 
“We attack tonight!” Somehow the men moved for- 
ward and ammunition and tanks were moved in from 
the beaches. By the next morning, the enemy had 
been compelled to fall back, and Gela and the beach- 
head were saved. 


While the First Division was battling desperately 
for its foothold at Gela, the British were clearing 
the Cape Passero and Syracuse areas. General 
Montgomery sent his men against the Sicilian shore 
with the message: ‘The Italian overseas empire has 
been exterminated. We will now deal with the home 
country.” The British at once shattered the Italian 
206th Coastal Division and even captured its com- 
manding general. From Syracuse one column of 
Britons struck inland towards the Americans in the 
west, and another started up the coast in the direc- 
tion of the ultimate goal, the city of Messina. 

Throughout the Sicilian campaign, and especially 
in the critical first days, Allied sea power played an 
important role in the Allied victory. British and 
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American fleet units delivered the invading troops 
to the beaches without molestation from the Axis and 
then roamed the coasts to offer support to all Allied 
forces. The heavy guns of the warships bombarded 
port cities. They blasted shore defenses, railroads, 
and airfields. They forced two towns, Pozzalo and 
Augusta, to surrender, each giving up to an Allied 
destroyer. They gave the hard-pressed Seventh 
Army at Gela timely aid by knocking out German 
tanks as they came charging to points only a thou- 
sand feet from the shore. 


Quickly the Gela beachhead was widened by the 
Americans. On the First Division’s left flank, the 
Third Division took the city of Licata and drove 
rapidly westward to Agrigento and Canicatti. To 
the right of the First Division, the Forty-fifty Di- 
vision overran Vittorio and established contact with 
the Canadians of the Eighth Army. All of those 
positions were expanded by tank and infantry ad- 
vances that gathered momentum by the hour. On 
July 21 American and Canadian troops seized Enna, 
an important communications center and road junc- 
tion in central Sicily, and two days later American 
armored units raced across to the northwestern 
coast to take Palermo. Thereafter resistance in 
western Sicily disintegrated, some eighty thousand 
Italians surrendering within the following week. 


By August 1, General Patton’s Seventh Army 
was ready to turn eastward: and join. with General 
Montgomery’s British Eighth Army for the final 
phase of the battle. On Sicily’s northeast corner, 
fifty thousand Germans and forty-five thousand 
Italians held a line that extended from Catania on 
the east coast past volcanic Mt. Etna to San Stefano 
on the north shore. Among the German troops de- 
fending this rugged mountainous region was the fa- 
mous Hermann Goering Armored Division which 
had for weeks more than held its own in clashes 
with the British around Catania. The Nazis fought 
for the time they needed to prepare a withdrawal 
across the Straits of Messina, and they fought well; 
Northeastern Sicily proved as bloody and costly as 
Western Sicily had proved easy. 

The struggle for the rocky hilltop of Troina was 
the bitterest battle for American troops in the whole 
campaign. Again it was the First Division that 
drew the assignment of reducing a firmly entrenched 
enemy, and again the “Fighting First” was equal to 
the occasion. For five consecutive nights the Ameri- 
cans stormed the slopes and advanced, only to be 
thrown back by the German counterattack of the 
succeeding day. At last on August 8, just as the 
word began to go around that “everyone’s getting 
battlewacky,” the Nazis were beaten off and Troina 
was in American hands. The fall of Troina, and 
the subsequent capture of Randazzo by the Ninth 
Division, broke the Axis “Etna Line” and left Mes- 
sina open to the Allies. The seizure of Messina on 
August 17 brought the Sicilian campaign to a close. 


The steady rearguard fight put up by the Axis 
forces, however, had achieved the end they had 
sought; the main body of the enemy, including the 
Hermann Goering Division, made good its escape to 
Italy. There was no hopeless surrender of Nazi and 
Fascist troops as had been the case in Tunisia, and 
as a result nearly ninety thousand men were sal- 
vaged. The Allies tried everything in an effort to 
stop the little barges in which the fleeing Germans 
and Italians crossed the narrow Straits of Messina 
between Sicily and the toe of the Italian boot; Allied 
amphibious landings behind Axis lines failed to out- 
flank them before the barges could be loaded, and 
superior air and sea power likewise proved unavail- 
ing. The Germans by massing hundreds of anti-air- 
craft guns at Messina succeeding in neutralizing in 
part the Allied command of the air, and no amount 
of naval gunfire could upset all the small barges. 


Axis losses were heavy in the evacuation, but in 
the eyes of Allied leaders not heavy enough. Still 
the Allies could count the Battle of Sicily an un- 
qualified success. In thirty-eight days, they had 
overrun an island which the Germans had called 





Of these Allied casualties 7,4 were Ame: 

The success of the United Nations in Sicily pro- 
duced immediate repercussions on the Italian main- 
land and in the city of Rome. As the campaign pro- 
gressed it became increasingly obvious that Germany 
had no intention of making any supreme effort to 
hold the island, and the realization of that fact 
stirred resentment among the Italian people. This 
anti-Nazi sentiment, inflamed by the discourage- 
ments experienced in the disastrous African cam- 
paigns, created disinterest and caused the Italians to 
lose the will to fight. Thousands of their troops in 
Sicily did quit fighting long before surrender was 
necessary. 

Into that rift in German-Italian relations, Allied 
spokesmen drove the point of a propaganda wedge. 
They called on the Italians to overthrow Mussolini 
and Fascism, described as mere tools in the hands of 
the Nazis. President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill joined their voices in an appeal to the peo- 
ple of Italy at the outset of the invasion: “We take 
no satisfaction in invading Italian soil. ... But we 
are determined to destroy the false leaders and 
their doctrines, which have brought Italy to her pres- 
ent position. ... The time has now come for you, 
the Italian people, to consult your own self-respect 
and your own interest and your own desire for a re- 
storation of national dignity, security and peace. 
The time has come for you to decide whether Ital- 
ians shall die for Mussolini and Hitler—or live for 
Italy and for civilization.” 


Another effective message was despatched by 
President Roosevelt to the Pope in which it was 
stated that the Allies had come “to rid Italy of 
fascism and all its unhappy symbols, and to drive 
out the Nazi oppressors who are infesting her soil.” 
The President pledged that the neutrality of the 
Vatican would be respected and promised that 
churches would be spared as much of the devasta- 
tion of war as was possible. 


The Allied air force backed up this verbal bom- 
bardment by smashing at targets in all sections of 
Italy. The climax to these aerial attacks was the 
bombing of Rome on July 18. For three years Allied 
airmen had held back from striking at the Eternal 
City out of respect for the religious and cultural 
monuments there; but now as it was apparent that 
its railways were being used to transport troops to 
the south, Rome was subjected to the same treat- 
ment as any other military objective. Extreme care 
was taken to avoid hitting any of the esthetic shrines 
and historic remains of ancient civilization, for the 
Allies had no wish to be charged with barbarities by 
Axis propagandists. Nevertheless the Basilica of 
San Lorenzo was hit, and a storm of protest arose 
from the Catholic world that was only partially 
stilled by a calm statement on the matter from the 
Pope. 

The bombing of Rome brought the disastrous 
course of the war home to the Italian people; the 
defeats in Africa and Sicily now seemed about to be 
duplicated on the mainland. Mussolini was the one 
man held responsible by the Italians, and riots broke 
out against him. I] Duce held a last desperate con- 
ference with Hitler in the north and received from 
his ally the disappointing information that large- 
scale aid from Germany was out of the question. 
Hitler instead proposed that the Italians withdraw 
from Southern Italy and establish a line north of the 
Po River, and that recommendation Mussolini in 
turn presented to the king and the army leaders. 
When they spurned the proposal, Mussolini was 
compelled to give up his position as premier. 

He was ordered by the king to place himself at 
the disposal of military authorities, but he stormed 
out of the room shouting words of bluster and de- 
fiance. As he tried to leave, however, he was 
dragged out “by brute force,’ strapped to a 
stretcher, and carried away in an ambulance to an 
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Badoglio’s first proclamation seemed to indicate 
he would stage a fight to the finish against 
Allies: “I take over the military government of 
the country with full powers. The war goes on. .., 
Let us close our ranks around the King Emperor, 
the living soul of the fatherland. .. . Long live 
Italy! Long live the King.” Yet if the regime 
showed anti-Allied tendencies, signs also pointed to 
an anti-Nazi policy; no sooner had Badoglio taken 
charge than the Rome radio announced that its daily 
lesson in German would be stopped. 


Thus it was Badoglio, not Il Duce, who witnessed 
the final Allied mopping up on Sicily and then 
watched and waited while the final preparations 
were made for the short jump over to the mainland. 
His was a singularly difficult position; he dared 
not fight the Allies because of Italy’s weakness, yet 
he dared not sue for peace for fear of German re- 
taliation. While he hesitated the Italian people 
made it plain that they wanted no more war, and 
no amount of repression could quiet their clamor for 
peace. “We want peace and liberty! And both are ~ 
indivisible,” cried one Roman paper. 


Allied airmen kept on rubbing salt into Italy’s 
wounds. Heavy bombers from England came down 
to cross the Alps and smash at cities in the north, 
while other planes from Mediterranean bases struck 
at targets in the south. For a second time Rome 
was hit, and along with the bombs the Allies dropped 
leaflets which reminded the people: “The Mussolini 
Government is gone, but the Nazi war continues.” 
Each type of bombardment produced results. Bado- 
glio promised to demilitarize Rome and asked that 
it be respected as an “open city.” This action in 
turn prompted peace rioters in Milan to shout: 
“Rome does not want any more raids! Neither do 
we!” 


The demands of the people for peace were not 
without influence on Badoglio. Before he had been 
in control a week, he made his first overture to the 
United Nations through envoys he sent to Portugal 
to meet with Allied representatives. The Italians 
were informed that unconditional surrender would 
be the only condition on which an armistice would 
be granted. On August 19, a second conference was 
held in Lisbon to discuss the possibility of coopera- 
tion between the Allies and Italy in case of pro- 
longed German resistance to Allied occupation of the 
peninsula. As evidence of good faith, Badoglio re- 
leased a captured British officer, General Adrian 
de Wiart, and permitted him to accompany the Ital- 
ian envoy to a third Lisbon meeting. 


Final arrangements for the capitulation of Italy 
were made in Sicily. At General Eisenhower’s head- 
quarters in Syracuse, the Allied staff and two mili- 
tary aides to General Badoglio held a series of con- 
versations. On September 3, 1943, the terms of the 
surrender were agreed upon, and an armistice was 
signed. The sweeping terms demonstrated how un- 
conditionally Italy yielded: all hostilities would 
cease; all Italian territory would be turned over to 
the Allies for military purposes; the Italian fleet 
would be given to the Allies; all manner of aid to 
the Germans would be denied them in the future. 


All negotiations leading to Italy’s withdrawal 
from the Axis had been conducted in greatest se- 
crecy lest Germany seize control of the nation before 
Allied troops could land. No announcement was 
made of the surrender, therefore, until September 8, 
the day that Allied troops began the invasion of the 
mainland. The Nazis, however, were not caught un- 
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of the struggle that followed 
saved the Allies thousands of casu- 
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= The Bado; lio government the Germans stead- 
Ss ageaed to recognize. Upon the announcement 
of the Italian surrender, German planes and para- 
chute troops made their way to Mussolini’s place of 
imprisonment some seventy miles north of Rome and 
rescued the former Duce. Thereafter Mussolini 
posed as the true leader of the Italian people, but 
he was a leader in absentia. His lack of influence 
was demonstrated at the outset when Italian forces 
in Sardinia turned upon the Germans and drove 
them off the island. Thereafter when the Italians 
had aid to give, they gave it to the Allies. Few of 
the Italian people missed Mussolini or longed for his 
return, and his only value to Germany was to cloak 
with an air of legality some of the Nazi acts that 
followed. 


Since the Wehrmacht had long been fighting the 
battles of Italy in the Balkans, in Africa, and in 
Sicily, the loss of Fascist support was of small con- 
sequence to Germany. Some Italian security troops 
had to be replaced in the Balkans, but otherwise 
the situation was not materially altered. Adolf Hit- 
ler pointed out that fact in a statement to his peo- 
ple: “The withdrawal of Italy means little in a 
military sense because the struggle in that country 
has for months been sustained and carried on mainly 
by German forces. We will continue the struggle 
free of all burdensome encumbrances.” The Fuehrer, 
however, made no mention of the significance of the 
transfer to the Allies of the Italian fleet, a move 
that Churchill said “decisively altered the naval 
balances of the world.”’ While the Italians had kept 
their warships safely under cover after the Matapan 
engagement of March, 1941, the fleet constituted a 
menace as long as there was danger of its being 
used in the Nazi interest. The Allies correctly 
counted the Italian navy as a valuable prize. 


Once the fall of Italy had been proclaimed, the 
Italian warships, flying black pennants of surrender, 
left their bases and headed for Allied ports. Off 
the coast of Corsica, one squadron was attacked by 
German planes, and the sleek new 35,000-ton battle- 
ship Roma was sunk. Nevertheless, the main body of 
the fleet made it to Malta where ’Britian’s Admiral 
Cunningham and America’s General Eisenhower 
were waiting to bid it welcome. Five battleships, in- 
cluding the 35,000-ton dreadnaughts Vittorio Veneto 
and Italia, cruisers, destroyers, and submarines were 
in this squadron. Other warships and hundreds of 
merchantmen turned up at Gibraltar and at Black 
Sea ports. Mussolini’s Mare Nostrum had become an 
Allied sea. 


The transfer of Italian allegiance was a severe 
shock to the German people, and no amount of sooth- 
ing propaganda from the Berlin radio could disguise 
the ominous portent of that event. When at last 
Hitler spoke, overtones of worry concerning his own 
position could be detected in his speech. ‘Hope of 
finding traitors here,” he declared, “rests on com- 
plete ignorance of the character of the National 
Socialist State; a belief that they can bring about a 
July 25 in Germany rests on a fundamental illusion 
as to my personal position as well as about the at- 
titude of my political collaborators and my field 
marshals, admirals and generals. More than ever be- 
fore, the German leadership opposes these intentions 
as a fanatical unit. Any emergency will only fortify 
us in our determination.” It clearly was not the old 
self-confident Fuehrer who spoke. 


Late] 


invasion of the con 

n on Sapien 3, 71943, afr Gen- 

ra isnieery led a British force across the — 
Straits of Messina to Calabria at Italy’s southern 
tip. The redoubtable Eighth Army, which thus had 
the honor of being the first Allied troops to invade 
the mainland, had little opposition, for no Germans 
were on hand and the Italians were eager to yield. 


Sixty days later, in the early morning of Septem- 
ber 9, a combined British and American army forced 
its way ashore at Salerno, some thirty-five miles 
from the city of Naples. Salerno was chosen because 
the sandy beaches of its gulf offered the only place 
where a large army could be landed that would still 
be within the range of the fighter planes based on 
air fields to the south. The Allied strategy was to 
drive across the peninsula from Salerno and thereby 
to cut off the avenue of escape for the Germans as 
they retreated before Montgomery and the Eighth 
Army as they pushed up from Calabria. 


This plan failed because the Germans had studied 
the map and had figured out that Salerno would be 
the place where the Allies would strike. They had 
prepared their defenses carefully; they even went 
to the trouble to remove trees and brush along the 
beach so that no obstacle would obstruct the view of 
their gunners. Mortars and machine guns were 
placed almost at the water’s edge. Barbed wire bar- 
riers were erected, row on row of them. Thus when 
the Allied landing craft scraped their bottoms on 
Italian soil, the Germans were waiting and ready; 
and as the Americans and British tried to rush up 
the saucer-shaped shore, they were cut down by the 
hundreds. 


General Mark Clark, at the head of the Fifth 
Army at Salerno, later was to say that the situation 
there was never desperate, but the men of his com- 
mand who made the initial landings had an entirely 
different impression during the first days of the in- 
vasion. Veterans of the Forty-fifth Division who 
led the way up the beach subsequently reported that 
they were anything but sanguine about the outcome, 
and the men of the Thirty-sixth Division and of the 
British units that followed were of the same opin- 
ion. The fact is that the Germans nearly turned 
Salerno into an Allied defeat. In the first week the 
battle for the beach cost the United States 3,497 
killed, wounded, or missing, and the British lost an 
equal number. The expedition succeeded only be- 
cause the Fifth Army troops possessed the courage 
to hold on in the face of a withering fire that blasted 
their ranks to bits. 


The ground troops again received sterling sup- 
port from the Allied naval and air forces; without 
their aid the men who fought on the sands of Salerno 
could not have survived. Allied airmen flew two 
thousand sorties over the beachhead in one day, and 
when the Nazi counterattack of September 14 was 
at its height almost a ton of bombs was dropped on 
German positions every minute. The guns of the 
five hundred ships that formed the convoy were 
equally effective in hurling back the Nazis. Two 
British battleships, the Warspite and the Valiant, 
and three American cruisers, the Philadelphia, the 
Savannah, and the Boise, won particular acclaim; 
the Philadelphia alone fired over four thousand 
rounds while the struggle lasted. All arms of the 
service could take pride in their achievements at 
Salerno. 


While the American and British units of the 
Fifth Army were clinging to their narrow strip of 
land around Salerno, the British Eighth Army was 
surging up from the south. On September 17 the 
Eighth and the Fifth Armies joined, forming by 
that act a front that stretched 225 miles along the 
western Italian coast; and thereafter the fortunes 
of the Allies began to improve. The Germans began 
to back up toward the north on the following day, 
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fine harbor, was one of the chief pr ugh 
the United Nations. The Germans before their « 
parture, however, had spared nothing in an effort te 
make the city valueless. Not only were factories 
burned and the harbor left cluttered with sunken 
ships, but in addition public buildings were de- 
stroyed, utilities wrecked, and art treasures sacked. 
The Nazis apparently had embarked upon a scorched 
earth policy as much for reasons of vengeance as for 
reasons of military necessity. 

The next Allied objective was Rome. “All roads 
lead to Rome,” General Alexander said a month 
later. “I won’t argue that. But unfortunately all 
the roads are mined.” He might have added that 
they were also deep in mud. Yet slowly, mile after 
mile of those roads was traversed: across the heights 
of the Apennines, across the rivers, the Volturno, 
the Sangro, the Moro. Herbert L. Matthew, in the 
New York Times of December 26, 1943, painted the 
unforgettable picture of the soldier who trudged and 
fought the long way to Rome: “The picture you 
want to get into the mind is that of a plugging, 
filthy, hungry, utterly weary young man straggling 
half dazed and punch drunk, and still somehow get- 
ting up and over and beating the Germans, and 
hanging on against the enemy counter-attacks.” 

: Yet in spite of the fatigue and the cold, the 
Allies in Italy were compelled to keep the men at 


CHAPTER XI 


The Secondary Front | 


The year 1943 had witnessed important Allied 
victories in the European-African theatre of opera- 
tions. Air raids of tremendous proportions had 
brought the war into the German homeland. The 
Red Army and the Russian winter had combined to 
force the Nazi invaders of the Soviet Union to fall 
back in retreat. Italian and German troops had been 
sent fleeing across Libya in temporary disorder. 
American and British armies had seized Algeria and 
Morocco. The Axis had been ousted from Africa by 
an Allied squeeze on Tunisia. The conquest of Sicily 
and the landings in Italy had demolished the walls 
of Hitler’s “Fortress Europe.” Mussolini had been 
deposed, and Italy had surrendered. 


In the Pacific theatre, however, no comparable 
advances at the expense of the Japanese were made. 
Allied production had not reached the point that a 
campaign against the third Axis partner could be 
conducted on a scale equal to the offensives directed 
at Germany and Italy. No such stock piles of ma- 
terials as were accumulated in England and Africa 
could at the same time be stored at Pacific bases. 
No large body of men labored to get supplies to 
China in amounts that equalled the tons of goods 
dispatched to Russia by the Persian Gulf Command. 
The Pacific remained the Allied secondary front 
throughout 1943 and much of 1944. 


Yet more war materials went to the Asiatic area 
in America’s second year of participation in the 
struggle that had been dreamed of in 1942. In addi- 
tion more trained men were available, and there 
were no more shoestring invasions on the order of 
the Guadalcanal campaign. During 1943, therefore, 
the limited offensive against the Japanese continued 
at points scattered across the Pacific from the Aleu- 
tians to Australia and from Burma to Hawaii. 
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Slowed by a stubborn opponent and a more un- 
yielding terrain, the Allies were disappointed in not 
closing out the Italian campaign at an earlier date. 
Yet the first stab at the “underbelly” of the Axis 
had produced important results. Sicily and a third 
of the Italian mainland were in Allied hands. Italy’s 
navy was ready to serve any purpose the United 
Nations desired. The Mediterranean had become an 
Allied sea. Mussolini had been overthrown, and 
Italy had capitulated. The score between the Allies — 
and the Axis now stood at one down and two to go. 


This vast Pacific theatre was divided into five 
command areas, and in each zone operations against 
the Japanese were pressed as vigorously as the com- 
plications of supply and reinforcement would permit. 
These five areas were the South Pacific, the Central 
Pacific, the Southwest Pacific, the Alaska Defense 
Command, and the China-Burma-India theatre. In 
each sector the Japanese sustained heavy blows that 
repeatedly demonstrated the growing power of 
America. 


No better example of the low priority rating of 
the Pacific front could be given than the campaign 
conducted in the zone of the Alaska Defense Com- 
mand. Since the battle for the Aleutians was fought 
in North America, it, in many ways, brought the 
war closer home to most Americans than any episode 
of the conflict. The Japanese never made a con- 
certed effort to expand their original seizures in 
the Aleutians, but no one at first could have been 
certain that a strategy of watchful waiting would 
be followed. The Alaskan delegate in Congress, for 
one, was far from content with the lack of attention 
paid to his area, but his pleas went unheeded and 
military power went to North African and the South 
Pacific. In the main, the people of the United States 
let the General Staff handle the matter without 
criticism. 

The Japanese had made their first entry into the 
Aleutians at the time of their move against Mid- 
way in the summer of 1942. The feint at Alaska 
was intended to draw American naval strength to 
the north to protect the Western Hemisphere, leav- 
ing the bulk of the Nipponese fleet free to scoop up 
Midway and straddle the Central Pacific. The 
United States Navy, however, correctly read the 
signs, and the enemy code, and concentrated on Mid- 
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prised by a squadron of P- 40s, and several of the 
enemy planes were knocked down. The next day 
forty Japanese planes continued their raids on Dutch 
Harbor while their ships slipped westward under 
cover of a heavy fog. Then while the twenty-five 
dead at Fort Mears were being counted and a sur- 
vey of the damage to the dock facilities taken, a 
worried radio message flashed from Kiska: “Un- 
identified ships entering harbor.” The silence that 
followed made it clear that Kiska was in enemy 
hands. The Japanese had lost most of their planes, 
but they had occupied territory in North America. 


Thereafter the Aleutian campaign settled down 
into a slow grueling struggle to drive out the in- 
vaders. It was a hit or miss campaign complicated 
by tenuous supply lines, wretched weather, and in- 
adequate equipment. It was a long-distance campaign 
with the commanding general stationed in distant 
San Francisco, dispatching men and materials with- 
out much knowledge of the problems involved. It 
was a campaign without glory, with more decora- 
tions won and fewer awarded, it was said, than on 
any other front. It was a campaign strange and 
wonderful, according to Fletcher Pratt’s Fleet 
Against Japan, “a mixture of courage, brilliance, 
bungling, resource and lack of resources, divided 
command and unified purpose, all under the veil of 
a censorship that yielded nothing to those of Ger- 
many or China for restrictiveness and sheer 
stupidity.” 

Aerial reconnaissance revealed that approximate- 
ly ten thousand Japanese had been landed in Kiska, 
Attu, and Agattu, a sizeable force in view of the 
small number of men used by the defenders. Once 
established the Japanese set to work constructing 
air strips, a bomber runway on Attu and one for 
fighters on Kiska. Later they started building sea- 
plane ramps, hangars, and a submarine base. They 
laid out roads and strung telephone lines. They 
acted like they had come to stay. 


At the outset all the Americans had to use 
against the invaders were a few planes and sub- 
marines. There were too many men-of-war moving 
toward the Solomons and the Mediterranean to per- 
mit battleships and cruisers to be spared for Alaska, 
but a few submarines were available for the Aleu- 
tians patrol. One of them, the Growler, made its way 
into the shallow waters of Kiska’s harbor on July 4 
and sank three Japanese destroyers, and before the 
end of the month five more enemy warships were 
torpedoed. 


The chief weapon in the Aleutians, of course, 
was the bomber. Some heavy and medium bombers 
were flown in to supplement the Catalina flying 
boats already on hand, and in spite of the persis- 
tent fogs and storms they pressed their attacks on 
Japanese installations. The Eleventh Air Force con- 
ducted hundreds of raids in weather that under nor- 
mal conditions would have caused all planes to be 
grounded. Airmen in the PBYs did everything from 
patrol duty to dive bombing, and_ blood-curdling 
bombing it was with pilot and co-pilot having to 
stand up after the bombs were released to throw 
their combined strength into the task of pulling the 
lumbering plane out of its dive. 

Largely for the purpose of obtaining an air base 
for operations against the Japanese, General Simon 
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canes fishing scows, a couple of yachts, tugs, 


barges, and a paddle-wheel river boat. On August 
30 that amazing array of American naval might 
bore down on Adak and took over the island. 


When the men and supplies were landed, it was 
discovered that the boxes of materials contained 
almost no construction equipment and few guns. 
Nevertheless the men improvised, exchanges were 
made, and the air strip was constructed on schedule. 
Within ten days an airdrome had been completed, 
and bombers were taking off for their runs. The 
Adak base and a second one built some two hundred 
miles farther west on Amchitka after it was taken 
over in January, 1943, put American planes in easy 
reach of Kiska and Attu. Between March 1 and 
May 15, 1943, 233 raids were made against targets 
on Kiska, and Attu suffered a similar siege. 


Some time before the good weather season of 
April and May of 1943 had come to Alaska, Ameri- 
can successes in the Solomons and in Africa had 
released men and ships for action in the Aleutians. 
Preparations for more serious activity there had 
already begun before the announcement came from 
Japan of the execution of some of the Hornet’s fliers 
who had bombed Tokyo, and doubtless the ensuing 
public demand for a vigorous prosecution of the war 
against the Japanese acted as an additional incentive 
to the commanders in charge of Alaskan operations. 


Among the ships sent into the North Pacific for 
the new offensive was the Salt Lake City, a heavy 
cruiser that had already done heroic service in a 
number of engagements in the south. Also included 
were the light cruiser Richmond and four destroyers, 
the Bailey, the Coghlan, the Dale, and the Monaghan. 
At the head of this squadron was Admiral Charles 
H. MecMorris, under orders to halt any Japanese 
attempt to send in reinforcements to their belea- 
guered garrisons. 


In March, 1943, the Japanese made their ex- 
pected effort to reach Kiska and Attu, and only 
after a three-hour fight were they driven away. 
The size of the enemy convoy was indicated by the 
number of supporting craft, two heavy cruisers, two 
light cruisers, and six destroyers. Against this su- 
perior force, Admiral McMorris threw his little flo- 
tilla, and on March 27 off the Russian Komandorski 
Islands was fought a small but significant naval bat- 
tle. Hits were scored on a cruiser and a destroyer of 
each fleet, so that neither side could claim a vic- 
tory; nevertheless the Japanese were turned back 
short of the Aleutians, and the Americans could 
feel satisfied with the result. The Salt Lake City 
and the Bailey had taken heavy blows that other- 
wise would have been delivered against American 
ground forces. “That battle changed the whole com- 
plexion of things up here,’ General Buckner de- 
clared, “and was one of the bravest and most bril- 
liant ever fought. If the Japanese had been able to 
get those reinforcements and supplies ashore we 
would have had a far more difficult time taking 
Attu.’ 


More American men and supplies continued to 
go to the Alaska Defense Command. Trucks rolled 
over a new 1,500-mile highway stretching from Fort 
St. John in British Columbia to Fairbanks in- 
Alaska. Materials were also flown in by air trans- 
port. And despite pre-war official decisions that 
weather conditions made air bases in the Aleutians 
impractical, new air strips were rushed to comple- 
tion and were kept in constant use. 


Then on May 11, 1943, the Americans steamed 
toward Attu. A large invasion force headed by the 
battleships Nevada, Idaho, and Pennsylvania, and 
the escort carrier Nassau, with transports enough to 
carry the whole Seventh Division, moved in on the 
rocky fog-bound little island. Under cover of a 
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into the caves and cliffs, some three thousand 
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The American advance across the island was 
slow, with sniper and machine gun fire from the 
enemy dogging every move. All cracks and crevices 
had to be pried into, and all caves had to be ex- 
amined. The Japanese refused to surrender, and 
only eleven prisoners were taken; the rest were 
killed. Typical of the character of the fighting was 
the final series of fanatical charges made by the 
enemy against American artillery positions; those 
who were not slain by gunfire in the suicidal at- 
tacks took their own lives rather than be captured. 
At last on May 30, no more Japanese were left to 
resist. 


One of the worst American blunders of the Aleu- 
tians campaign was committed in the Attu attack. 
For years troops had been trained in Alaska who 
knew how to cope with the hazards of Arctic 
weather. Instead of making use of those men, how- 
ever, the Seventh Division, fresh from its desert 
maneuvers, was hurried up from California and 
given the job of taking Attu. Why the experienced 
fighters of the Alaska Defense Command were 
passed over was never satisfactorily explained. For 
that matter no explanation has yet been given as to 
why proper foot gear was never given to the infan- 
trymen, a stupidity that caused more casualties to 
result from frozen feet than from enemy gunfire. 


Then in August came a welcome anti-climax. 
Two weeks were spent in softening Kiska for in- 
vasion; more than a hundred bombing missions and 
fifteen ship bombardments poured destruction 
on the Japanese defenders. Yet when troops primed 
for a hard struggle went ashore on August 15, no 
Japanese were to be found. The seven thousand 
Nipponese had abandoned the island without a fight. 
The Americans were not even allowed to enjoy the 
glory of a flashy conclusion to the Aleutians cam- 
paign, but that was a pleasure they were willing to 
forego. 


As long as the Japanese held Kiska, they not 
only imperilled North America but in addition they 
made it impossible for the United States to use it 
as a base for operations against Tokyo and the is- 
lands lying north of the Nipponese homeland. To 
that extent their invasion of the Aleutians was sound 
defensive strategy. After the Japanese had with- 
drawn, however, the Kiska runways were improved, 
and before long American bombers were taking off 
for runs over the Kuriles, an arm of islands reach- 
ing out northeastward from Japan. The big Ja- 
panese naval station at Paramushiro in the Kuriles 
was to know no peace from that time forth. 


In the China-Burma-India theatre the handicap 
of lack of materials slowed Allied activity far more 
than in the Aleutians. The year 1942 had been dis- 
astrous for the cause of the United Nations in 
Burma; the Japanese had poured in from Thailand 
and had cut the Burma Road despite the opposition 
of General Claire Chennault’s “Flying Tiger” air- 
men and of General Joseph Stilwell’s ground forces. 
With the Burma Road knocked out, the Chinese 
would have received no supplies at all had not a 
hazardous transport run across the 20,000-foot eleva- 
tions of the Himalayas been established. By the 
close of 1943, regular flights “over the hump” were 
getting more war materials into China than had 
gone there by way of the Burma Road, but the 
amount that reached there was only a fraction of 
the nation’s needs. 


The struggle to keep channels of supply into 
China open was not waged by airmen alone. Engi- 
neers of the United States Army labored over a 
year to complete a new route to Burma, the “Ledo 
Road”; when they had it finished they erected a 
sign that told the story: “Welcome to Burma— 
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came in Febru:z : 
“Now the prevailing ‘omen 
defeat of the Japanese as of rel: 
and that Hitler is our first concerr s is | 
borne out by the facts... . Let us not forget 
Japan in her occupied areas today has grea re 
sources at her command than Germany.” Later in 
the year Foreign Minister T. V. Soong made a 
journey from China to confer with President Roose- 
velt and Harry Hopkins and received assurances of 
greater help from the United Nations. Thereafter 
the India-China wing of the Air Transport Com- 
mand steadily increased its tonnage quotas for sup- 
plies ferried across the Himalayas, and more planes 
were assigned to General Chennault’s Fourteenth 
Air Force with which to bomb Japanese shipping 
and installations. z 


At that stage of the war, the leaders of the 
United Nations were planning in terms of a bitter- 
end struggle with Japan, and they looked upon China 
as vital to their offensive strategy. Admiral Ches- 
ter W. Nimitz told a press conference late in 1943: 
“My opinion is that Japan will be defeated from 
China. . . . China with her reservoir of personnel 
and the possibility of airfields in easy striking dis- 
tance of Japan is one of the steps along the road.” — 
For six years the Chinese had fought the invaders 
almost unaided, and no one could be sure of the 
limit of their endurance and patience. Consequently 
planes and supplies were moved to China regardless 
of the higher priorities of other fronts. 


Chinese manpower supplemented the skeleton 
Allied force in China. Thousands of coolies fur- 
nished the hand-labor to build bases for the en- 
larged air force; without the help of machines 
numberless men and women worked to clear and 
level runways for the new B-24 bombers and P-38 
fighters. Other Chinese were sent to a special flight 
training school in India and in due course returned 
to take part in the aerial warfare against Japan. 


The additional planes and the improved air- 
dromes enabled the Fourteenth Air Force to strike 
heavier blows at Japan, but stationed as it was at 
the end of a supply line sixteen thousand miles long 
it could not maintain any prolonged attack. Sharp, 
stinging stabs at Japanese-held ports tied up ma- 
terials by raining destruction down on the enemy’s 
transshipment centers. Japanese ships were sunk in 
great numbers. Occasional raids against such stra- 
tegic points as Hong Kong and Formosa did con- 
siderable damage. “We’re a thorn in their side,” an 
American officer commented. “We aren’t serious but 
we hurt. The Japs are like boxers: if they take off 
their gloves to dig out the thorn, somebody is going 
to bop them right smack in the face.” 


Aerial protection for the Chinese armies was a 
significant contribution of the Americans to their 
ally. No longer could Japanese planes swoop low 
over Chinese lines, for American and Chinese air- 
men were waiting to give battle. Instead the Allied 
air force now held the initiative, and Japanese 
ground troops suffered recurrent strafing attacks. 
Cooperation between the air arm and the infantry 
made it possible for the Chinese to stiffen their re- 
sistance to the better equipped Nipponese. 


In the spring of 1943 the battle front between 
the opposing armies in China extended over two 
thousand miles from Manchuria in the north to 
points below the Yangtze River in the south. In 
the north the rival forces faced each other across a 
thousand mile stretch of the Yellow River. There 
for three years the Japanese had been prevented 
from making a crossing in spite of their repeated 
attempts to establish a bridgehead at the river’s 
bend near Sian. The principal Japanese objective 
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ist and had fought as guer- 
0 down the enemy’s advance on the 
Ichang the Japanese at last had been 
three hundred miles short of their goal. 


’ In May, 1948, a Japanese army of eight thou- 
sand men began ‘to push up the Yangtze from the 
Ichang base. For a time they threatened Chungking 
and all of Hunan, Szechwan, and Hupeh provinces 
as well. Then it was that the value of the new 
Chinese Air Force and the strengthened Fourteenth 
Air Force was demonstrated; called into action by 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, they eliminated Ja- 
panese aerial opposition within two days. They 
then flew over Nipponese positions, strafing troops, 
smashing railheads, sinking river boats, and ripping 
up supply lines. A counterattack by Chinese infan- 
trymen completed the rout, and the Japanese were 
thrown back to Ichang with heavy losses. 


. The Chinese could look with grim satisfaction 
on the fifteen thousand casualties they had inflicted 
on the Japanese, and they could contemplate future 
battles with increased air support with even greater 
pleasure. They still lacked the power to launch a 
campaign to roll the enemy back toward the sea, 
and long months of waiting they knew lay ahead. 
Yet now they could feel that their six years of war 
were not to be wasted. They had left five million 
of their dead behind, but they had in turn killed at 
least half that number of Japanese. They now 
looked forward to evening the score. 


The scarcity of war materials likewise retarded 


the march of the United Nations through the islands . 


of the Pacific. In each of the zones, the South Pa- 
cific, the Central Pacific, and the Southwest Pacific, 
requests for men, ships, and supplies had to go at 
least partially unanswered. Commanders came in 
time to feel that they were fighting a colonial war, 
so distant from the mother country that the Wash- 
ington and London leaders were out of touch and lit- 
tle concerned with developments. There is good rea- 
son to believe that on occasion the jungle battles, 
involving as they did small bands of men who won 
islands with unfamiliar names, were lightly brushed 
aside in favor of the more important campaigns in 
Africa and Italy. Pacific commanders grew bitter 
and late in 1943 General MacArthur spoke out: 
“My strategic conception for the Pacific theater . . 
‘contemplates massive strokes against only main stra- 
tegic objectives, utilizing surprise and air-ground 
striking power supported and assisted by the fleet. 
. Island-hopping with extravagant losses and 
slow progress—some press reports indicating victory 
postponed as late as 1949—is not my idea of how 
to end the war as soon and as cheaply as possible.” 


This statement from MacArthur annoyed Navy 
men who well understood that he was making a 
pointed reference to Vice Admiral Frederick J. 
Horne’s earlier announcement that “we are planning 
material and ships for a war that will last at least 
until 1949.” They were pained that the general had 
chosen to disregard the comment of the Pacific 
fleet’s commander in chief, Admiral Nimitz, that 
‘G¢ will be over long before the gloomy prediction 
of 1949.” Between MacArthur and the Navy no 
love was lost as years of bickering over personalities 
and policies would attest. The Navy looked upon 
the general as a glory-seeker, anxious to seize upon 
every event in the whole Pacific as a matter per- 
taining to his command. A fleet ballad expressed 
this sentiment: 
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Angeles, — 
ki 7 $i springs [om oer Rene up ‘to rere the 
angels play. 
And no sparrow falls unheeded, it’s in Doug’s 
communique.” 


For his part General MacArthur disagreed with 
the admirals on the question of the general strategy 
for the Pacific campaign against Japan, and he 
found particularly noxious the Navy’s early policy 
of hoarding its ships for a future reckoning with the 
enemy. The ultimate goal of both MacArthur and 
Nimitz was, of course, Tokyo, but they differed on 
the route to be taken to reach their destination. 
MacArthur’s idea was to make the Philippine Is- 
lands the major base for operations, and he was 
anxious to hurdle the islands between Australia and 
the Philippines with as little delay as possible; with 
him a return to the Philippines became almost an 
obsession. Nimitz, on the other hand, preferred to 
make use of the China coast in the move towards 
Tokyo, with the envelopment of the Philippines as a 
by-product of a greater tactic. 


MacArthur believed that the Southwest Pacific 
should be the favored area, while Nimitz advocated 
a more easterly approach. Nimitz planned to clear 
a way to the Asiatic mainland through the Central 
Pacific; the Navy was to move west from Pearl 
Harbor and north from the Solomons. Islands that 
might serve as enemy bases for aerial or naval op- 
erations were to be seized or rendered impotent, 
while all others were to be by-passed and the Ja- 
panese on them left to “wither on the vine.” To 
Nimitz Truk and Guam were of major importance, 
but to MacArthur they were incidental. MacArthur 
felt that Luzon and Manila were the obligatory im- 
mediate concerns, and he steadily called for naval 
support with which to strike up the New Guinea 
coast to Hollandia, thence across to Morotai and the 
Philippines. It is not unfair to either leader to point 
out the obvious: each advocated the area in which 
he would have supreme command. 


The two strategies were, of course, not contra- 
dictory, for each complemented the other. The neu- 
tralizing of Rabaul, for example, was as important 
to a Southwest Pacific drive as it was to one in the 
Central Pacific since Rabual was the base from 
which the Japanese reinforced their garrisons in 
both the Solomons and New Guinea. Naturally Ad- 
miral Nimitz understood that the Philippines must 
be retaken, and he cooperated with General Mac- 
Arthur to the extent of permitting him to have 
ships on a lend-lease basis. MacArthur never re- 
ceived as much naval support as he requested, but 
then no commander ever had as much of anything 
as he wanted. At last in 1944, in the Philippines 
the two strategies converged, for there Nimitz as 
well as MacArthur achieved a major objective when 
the Japanese fleet was finally brought to action 
shortly before the American invasion. 


The Pacific war was as difficult and taxing as 
any in the history of the United States. To many 
Americans the amphibious operations in the Pacific 
had little meaning. The struggle for insignificant 
coral islands obscure of name and location some- 
times appeared to the public to be pointless unless 
the purpose might be to engage the enemy as a 
matter of routine. Yet no stop was made on the 
way to Tokyo except to wrest from the Japanese an 
air strip or a harbor that was vital to the grand 
design. Further, Noel F. Busch, writing in Life for 
May 8, 1944, adds this summation of the problems 
of the Pacific campaign: ‘On technical grounds it 
is exciting because it calls not only for land, sea 
and air methods on an unprecedented space scale, 
but also because its battlefield is totally unequipped 
with the conveniences of ordinary war, like cities, 
railroads or even accurate maps. Finally, on stra- 
tegic grounds, it is especially exciting because in 
addition to being of unprecedented immensity, the 
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The possession of a common obje ni th 


great Japanese base of Rabaul on New Britain com- 


pelled the two commanders of the South Pacific and 
the Southwest Pacific theatres to work in close con- 
junction. General MacArthur was named as the 
chief for the operation, and that threw Admiral 
“Bull” Halsey, in charge of the South Pacific zone, 
under MacArthur’s command. Relations between 
these self-willed men remained surprisingly cordial, 
and the two leaders set a high standard for coopera- 
tion between the two services. Together they made 
the slow climb up the ladder of islands toward 
Rabaul and beyond. 

MacArthur’s initial moves were made in New 
Guinea. In January, 1943, the long bunker-to-bunker 
struggle for Buna and Gona near the island’s south- 
eastern tip came to an end. Thereupon troops began 
to edge along the New Guinea coast, an Australian 
division marching into Lae on September 16. Sala- 
maua, Nassau Bay, and Finschhafen completed the 
conquest of the area around Huon Gulf. Another 
year was to pass before the Allies were near enough 
to New Guinea’s northern end to make their first 
big jump to Morotai and on to the Philippines. 


From Lae General MacArthur next hopped across 
a narrow strait to New Britain, the island on which 
Rabaul was located. Landings were made in Decem- 
ber, 1943, at Cape Gloucester and at Arawe where 
the “Bushmasters” of the 158th Infantry established 
their reputation as jungle fighters. Then in the 
first three months of 1944 the occupation of New 
Ireland completed half of the circle around Rabaul. 
By that time many of the problems of supply had 
been solved and new equipment began to be the rule 
instead of the exception. A passage from Gilbert 
Cant’s The Great Pacific Victory, describing the 
Arawe invasion, is indicative of the machines then 
in use: “Meanwhile, the Japanese were subjected to 
a new form of bombardment: two amphibious trucks 
(DUKWS, or ‘ducks’) leading the buffaloes and 
alligators into the harbor, were loaded with men 
operating bazookas. In 15 minutes the miniature 
rockets were considered highly effective. At ks 
the buffaloes and alligators raced for the beach, the 
former firing as they went, and landed the assault 
troops.” Perhaps it should be explained that “buf- 
faloes” were amphibious tanks, that “alligators” 
were amphibious troop-carrying tractors, and that 
“bazookas” were rocket launchers. 


Admiral Halsey, meanwhile, had been making his 
way through the Solomons in order to approach 
Rabaul from the east and south. Mopping up of 
Japanese pockets of resistance had been completed 
on Guadalcanal in the early months of 1943, and 
from that island Halsey began his drive. On Febru- 
ary 21 the Russell Islands were taken without op- 
position, the Japanese having pulled out a few days 
before the large American invasion force went 
ashore. There an air strip was constructed, an ex- 
cellent base from which fighter planes could operate 
during the step up the second rung of the ladder, 
New Georgia. 


At Munda on New Georgia the Japanese had es- 
tablished one of their strongest air fields in the 
South Pacific; its capture was essential, therefore, 
for the operations to follow. Preliminary landings 
by Marine Raiders were made on June 20 at the 
southeastern end of New Georgia at Segi at the 
opposite end of the island from Munda, but the real 
line of attack was revealed on June 30 when ele- 
ments of the Forty-third and Thirty-seventh Divi- 
sions fought their way onto the beaches of Rendova 
Island and of Zanana on New Georgia, each only a 
few miles from the true objective. The men sang 
“Marching Through Georgia” as they hacked their 
way through the jungle, but it was more of a crawl 
than a march. A Japanese garrison of less than 
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ville. Then on October 31, 1943, the ° 
Division hit the shores of Empress Au 
and the long bloody contest for Bougain oo 
The Japanese were prepared for the landi for — 
the steady development of the campaign ‘had al- 
ready made clear the course the Americans would 
take. Only after two assault waves had been wiped 
out by enemy fire was the beachhead established. 
The Marines were joined by the Thirty-seventh and 
the Americal Divisions, and together they fought 
for months in a vain effort to clear the island. 
Eighteen months later, after the war had moved 
thousands of miles beyond Bougainville, other troops 
ys still engaged in the struggle against the tenaci- 
ous foe. 


With the foothold on Bougainville gained, the ‘ 
encirclement of Rabaul was completed. It lay ex- , 
posed to attack from the east by Halsey’s forces at 
Empress Augusta Bay and from the west by Mac- 
Arthur’s troops at Cape Gloucester and Arawe. 
Nevertheless the decision was reached to by-pass the 
Japanese stronghold. So many enemy troops were 
prepared to defend Rabaul that a major offensive 

would have been necessary to reduce it, and it was 
reasoned that the desired result could be obtained 

by occupying islands that lay across the Japanese 

line of supply to their big base. Consequently Los 
Negros in the Admiralty Islands, lying 150 miles to 

the north, was seized in March, 1944, and in that 

way Rabaul and its companion base at Kavieng on 

New Ireland were rendered useless to Japan. Rabaul 

was neutralized rather than reduced. 


The process of by-passing and neutralizing 
enemy strongholds enabled the main body of the 
Allied forces to push on rapidly, but a disagreeable 
mopping-up job was left behind. The Japanese, as 
events proved, did not wither on the vine; instead 
they dug in, obtained food from the natives, and 
flourished. The thankless task of dislodging them 
usually fell to the Australians; and they moved 
from island to island in the wake of the advancing 
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armies cleaning out caves and fox holes and 
bunkers. They were still hard at it when the war 
ended. 


The struggle in New Georgia and Bougainville 
was carried on under all the customary hazards of 
fighting in the tropics; stifling temperatures, 
steady rains, thick undergrowth, and malarial fever 
made life unbearable. Sometimes the jungle was so 
thick that the men were afraid to use mortars and 
grenades for fear of being unable to loft them far 
enough to prevent injury to themselves. The troops 
frequently had to wade waist-deep in water. Always 
there was the stench of the dead, musty odor of the 
mangrove swamps. 


American soldiers demonstrated, however, that 
they had become masters of the technique of jungle 
warfare. By the time of the drives for Munda and 
Bougainville they had changed their uniforms from 
blue dungarees and khaki to spotted yellow and 
green and brown coveralls that blended with the 
tropic foliage. They had learned to sit patiently 
for hours waiting for the enemy to make the first 
false move. They had learned the fine art of in- 
filtration. They now avoided the dangers of massed 
attacks. They had discovered a suitable method to 
combat Japanese dugouts and bunkers with flame- 
throwers. With those tactics they won—with the 
aid of naval and air support. 

The campaign through the islands of the South 
and Southwest Pacific would have been far more 
labored without the aid of General George C. Ken- 
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i Pie. Basa 350 tons of bombs to knock 
7 planes there; on October 18 sixty more 
planes were shot down; on October 23-24 no less 
han 123 more were destroyed; on October 25, 58 
planes; on October 29, 45 planes. 
__ While preventing raids by Japanese-planes from 
Rabaul and Kavieng with one hand, Kenney with 
the other forestalled the landing of reinforcements 
by the enemy’s navy. Clashes with Japanese ships 
were frequent occurrences, the most successful ac- 
tion being in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea. A 
Nipponese convoy of 22 vessels was sighted on 
March 1, 1948, as it attempted to slip 12 trans- 
ports loaded with troops into the Huon Gulf region 
of New Guinea. Bombers of the Fifth Air Force and 
of the Royal Australian Air Force fought off the 
Japanese for two days, and with the loss of only 
four planes. gave the enemy’s ships, planes, and 
men a terrible mauling. At least 18 of the Japanese 
vessels, including three light cruisers and seven 
destroyers, 100 planes, and some 15,000 men were 
lost to Japan. 


The importance of the Battle of the Bismarck 
Sea has been disputed since the day it was fought, 
a dispute growing in part out of the rivalry between 
the Army and Navy. Again it was an expansive 
communique of General MacArthur that started the 
controversy. ‘We have achieved,” he announced, 
“a victory of such completeness as to assume the 
proportions of a major disaster for the enemy... . 
Our decisive success cannot fail to have the most 
important results on the enemy’s strategic and 
tactical plans. His campaign, for the time 
being at least, is completely dislocated. ... A merci- 
ful Providence must have guarded us in this great 
victory.” Those words started a wave of excite- 
ment, and the belief grew that a victory com- 
parable to Midway had been won. The critics of 
MacArthur, not without some justification, blamed 
the general for making a misleading statement. 
Regardless, the Battle of the Bismarck Sea did 
halt the enemy at a critical point in the struggle 
to win back the Philippines. Possibly it can be 
called the Midway of the South Pacific. 


In the course of the campaign, American air- 
men dealt Japan a heavy blow by striking down a 
single Japanese plane. An occupant of that plane 
was Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, commander in 
chief of the Japanese Navy. Yamamoto had been 
the admiral who had plotted the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, and he it was who had announced that he 
would dictate peace terms to the United States in 
the White House. On April 17, 1948, a secret 
dispatch from Secretary Frank Knox was received 
in the Solomons outlining Yamamoto’s itinerary for 
an inspection tour of Japanese bases. The admiral 
was scheduled to land at the Kahili airfield on 
Bougainville at 9:45 a. m. April 18, and Secretary 
Knox directed that ‘maximum effort” be exerted 
to knock out Yamamoto’s plane. 


Accordingly a reception committee of American 
P-38 Lightnings went out to meet the admiral. As 
predicted eight Japanese planes came in on schedule, 
two bombers carrying Yamamoto and his staff with 
an escort of six fighters. Captain Thomas G. 
Lanphier, Jr., accounted for one of the bombers 
and Lieutenant Rex Barber the other, Captain 
Lanphier being credited with finishing the admiral. 
Had the Japanese known of the advance informa- 
tion contained in Secretary Knox’s dispatch, they 
doubtlessly would have made hurried changes in 
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Throughout the Solomons-New Guinea offensive 
the ground forces had the advantage of good naval 
support. The Navy furnished ships to fight and 
protect and construction battalions, “Seabees,” to 
build and develop, and both contributed much to the 
campaign. The aid given by the Navy was neces- 
sarily limited because of other commitments; almost 
no battleships or carriers were on hand until the 
last of 1948. Late in the year the aged New Mexico 
and the West Virginia ventured into the Solomons, 
and at the same time the carriers Saratoga and 
Princeton put in their appearance. For one brief 
but effective strike at Rabaul three new carriers 
were loaned to Halsey, the Essex, the Bunker Hill, 
and the Independence, but after that one raid they 
were withdrawn to the Central Pacific. 


For the most part Halsey and MacArthur had 
to make cruisers and destroyers do. The numbers 
sunk indicate the service they rendered in screening 
the landings of the invading ground forces. Among 
those lost were the cruisers Chicago and Helena and 
the destroyers De Haven, Strong, Chevalier, Mc- 
Kean, and Brownson. In addition heavy damage 
was suffered by the cruisers Honolulu and St. 
Louis and the destroyers O’Bannon, Selfridge, and 
Spence. Two British vessels were likewise damaged 
in the operations, the New Zealand cruiser Leander 
and Australia’s cruiser Australia. 


These casualties among the Allied vessels were 
the price of the severe toll taken on Japanese ships 
and shore installations. Munda and Kavieng were 
pummeled by cruisers and battleships; Rabaul was 
pounded by carrier planes. The main job of course 
was to land the invaders. As Admiral Richmond 
K. Turner put it: “The fellow we are working 
for is the fellow that walks on the ground. What- 
ever we are doing we are doing solely to get that 
boy on the beach.” Every invasion shore was 
softened by salvos before landings were made, and 
all transports and Higgins boats and barges operated 
under the protecting guns of naval escorts. The 
Japanese threw everything they dared risk into the 
struggle. Practically every Allied vessel from 
battleship to PT boat scored hits and forced the 
Japanese to pay heavily for any ship damaged. 
For example in the Battle of Kula Gulf off New 
Georgia where on July 6, 1943, the Helena was 
torpedoed, nine Japanese cruisers and destroyers 
are believed to have been sunk. 


Where the Navy served in a supporting role in 
the south, it ran the show and acted as the star 
performer in the Central Pacific. For that zone 
Admiral Nimitz husbanded his ships, waiting until 
the building program had provided enough new 
vessels to assure overwhelming superiority before 
launching an offensive. Not until November of 
1943 did he feel that the Navy was ready; then 
at last he announced: “Henceforth we propose to 
give the Jap no rest anywhere.” This challenge 
the admiral hoped the Japanese would overhear, and 
accept, for his chief purpose thereafter was to 
engage the enemy in some final, decisive battle that 
would open the way to China and Japan. 


The rebuilt United States Navy of which Nimitz 
was the Pacific commander in chief had become a 
floating powerhouse. At the head of the battle line 
were the mighty 45,000-ton sister ships, the New 
Jersey and Jowa. Six fast 385,000-ton battleships, 
the North Carolina, the Washington, the South 
Dakota, the Massachusetts, the Indiana, and the 
Alabama, had been added to the nine cumbersome 
“fat boys” of the California, Maryland, and Ten- 
nessee type already on duty. New heavy cruisers 
like the Baltimore and the Boston, light cruisers 
like the Mobile and Santa Fe, and destroyers galore 
crowded each other for room. 
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being in the Atlantic. The building ae Gt am, 
ceed years before, had produced for ¢c 
service by the end of the year a score of new 
carriers, and while many of them were converted 
merchant vessels a considerable number were big 
armor-plated ships. The Essex, with new “Hellcat” 
planes on its flight deck, was the first of the heavy 
battle-carriers to arrive at Pearl Harbor, and it 
was followed by the second Yorktown, the second 
Lexington, and the Bunker Hill. Intermediate 
cruiser-type carriers also came, among them the 
Independence, the Belleaa Wood, and the Cowpens. 
Light escorts like the Corregidor and the Sangamon, 
useful but vulnerable, rounded out the carriers. 


Most of these warships were put into a newly 
organized Fifth Fleet for Central Pacific operations 
with Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, the com- 
mander at the Battle of Midway, at its head. The 
most notable unit of the Fifth Fleet was Admiral 
Mare A. Mitscher’s Task Force 58, a carrier group 
with tremendous hit-and-run striking power. Of 
Mitscher’s force only the Enterprise had been afloat 
at the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor; all of 
his other ships had been launched since that day. 
These were the leaders and the ships that Nimitz 
planned to use when he issued his November chal- 
lenge. 

In mid-November an intensive bombing of the 
Gilbert and Marshall Islands began, and on No- 
vember 21 landings were made on Tarawa and 
Makin and Apemama in the Gilberts. Only two 
men were lost in taking Apemama. Makin was 
stormed by the Twenty-seventh Division, commanded 
by General Ralph C. Smith, and fell after a three-day 
struggle. On Tarawa it was a different story, for 
while the fight lasted only two hours longer than 
at Makin, casualties were many times greater. The 
fierce resistance of the Japanese on Tarawa made 
this one of the bloodiest battles of American history. 


On all of the tiny islets that formed the Tarawa 
atoll, and especially on Betito, the Japanese had 
prepared a formidable array of concrete and steel 
pillboxes dug deep into the sands that spread 
away from the water’s edge. A massive barrage 
had been poured into the atoll prior to the land- 
ings; warships pumped in two thousand, nine hun- 
dred tons of shells, and planes dropped seven 
hundred tons of bombs. Some predicted that no 
Japanese would still be alive by the time the 
softening-up process had ended and the invasion 
had started. 

Tarawa, however, was not to be another Kiska 
as fire from coastal batteries showed when the 
Higgins boats moved in to disgorge the first wave 
of invaders. Then things began to go wrong. The 
water around the islands had been misjudged and 
proved too shallow for the Higgins boats. They 
were grounded on coral reefs, and the troops had to 
jump over the sides and wade several hundred 
yards to the shore, making easy targets for the 
Japanese machine gun crews. By the end of the 
first day the landing force had driven inland less 
than seventh yards, and each yard had cost ten 
American lives. 

In the fight for the square mile of earth named 
Betito, the Second Marine Division’s assault bat- 
talions were cut to ribbons. Of the three thousand 
men who took part, almost every one was a casualty ; 
nearly one thousand were killed and two thousand 
were wounded. The Navy’s losses brought the total 
of dead and wounded to nearly three thousand, 
seven hundred. Yet Tarawa was won; after seventy- 
six hours the five thousand Japanese on shore had 
been killed. General Holland M. Smith, Marine 
commander for the operation, bluntly added this 
postscript to bloody Tarawa: “We’ve got the 
toughest and smartest fighting men in the world. 
But as long as the war lasts some of them some- 
where will be getting killed. We have got to 
acknowledge that or else we might as well stay 
home.” General “Howlin’ Mad” Smith Was speak- 
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rained on each of the three small islands’ the be 
shall group, on Kwajalein, Namur, and Roi. On 
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‘The mistakes of Tarawa were not repeated in the 
Marshalls. Instead of driving at the strongest or 
nearest islands, the approach was indirect and at 
an unexpected point. Instead of a bombardment 
of only four hours, forty-eight hours were used to 
throw in fifteen thousand tones of explosives; in- 
cluded were hundreds of bombs twice the size used 
at Tarawa. Then when the first soldiers went 
ashore, there was no miscalculation of the water’s 
depth and no frontal attack that cut battalions to 
pieces. The defenders were reported dazed by the 
shock of the terrific bombardment. The results spoke 
for themselves. Kwajalein was taken with few 
casualties after only four days of fighting. Although 
the Japanese death toll was as high as at Tarawa, 
five thousand men, the Seventh Division lost less 
than two hundred killed and seven hundred wounded. 
The Fourth Marine Division, moreover, encountered 
little resistance on Roi and Namur. Eniwetok, the 
most westerly atoll of the Marshalls, fell on Febru- 
ary 16, and thereupon the Navy left the Japanese 
on the other Marshall Islands to wither on the vine. 


In commenting on the attack on the Marshalls, 
Admiral Turner admitted: “Maybe we had too 
many men and too many ships for this job. I pre- 
fer to do things that way. It was many lives 
saved for us.” No criticism can be offered of any 
plan of battle that cuts down the number of 
casualties. Yet the wisdom of using thirty thousand 
men and a naval force equal to the entire pre-war 
Navy can be questioned in the light of the great 
need of ships farther south. The J apanese garrisons 
in the Marshalls were no larger than those in New 
Guinea and the Solomons, and yet Admiral Nimitz 
dispatched a battleship or a carrier to the South- 
west Pacific as if he were parting with half the 
Navy’s strength. MacArthur’s complaints were not 
without some foundation, for clearly ships were 
available in the Central Pacific, the admiral’s 
chosen area. It may reasonably be asked whether 
the saving of lives on Bougainville was any less 
important than at Kwajalein. 


A reason for holding together such a great fleet 
of capital ships was the expectation and the hope 
that the Japanese Navy would give battle. In mid- 
February of 1944 an invitation to that effect was 
issued when Admiral Spruance and Admiral 
Mitscher took their fleet to the enemy’s powerful 
Central Pacific base at Truk. With the battleships 
New Jersey and Iowa and the carriers Yorktown, 
Essex, Enterprise, Bunker Hill, Intrepid, and 
Belleau Wood leading the way, the fleet moved 
within sixty miles of Truk and proceeded to blast 
the famous station for a period of thirty-six hours. 
The Hellcats knocked down one hundred and twenty- 
seven Japapnese planes and destroyed seventy-four 
others on the ground. Then Helldiver and Daunt- 
less dive bombers and Avenger torpedo bomb- 
ers tore into the ships in the anchorage, sink- 
ing two light cruisers, three destroyers, an ammu- 
nition ship, a seaplane tender, two oilers, two gun- 
boats, and eight cargo ships. Nineteen American 
planes were lost. The Navy communique an- 
nounced: “The Pacific fleet has returned in Truk 
the visit made by the Japanese fleet on December 
uy ie and affected the partial settlement of the 

ebt.”’ 

Japan’s navy, however, did not elect to give 
battle. From Truk the Fifth Fleet went on to 
make similar raids on Palau, Saipan, Tinian, and 
Yap. Again and again Truk was brought under 










the Germans in November of 1942. 


In a sense the preparation for D-Day, the day 
for a northern invasion of Europe, had been in 
progress for three years before that early morning 
in June, 1944, when Allied troops landed on the 
Norman coast. From the moment that the British 
had been pushed into the sea at Dunkirk, they had 
looked forward to the day that they could return. 
The British hope came to be shared by the Russians 
and the Americans as they in turn were drawn 
into the war. Together they had fought campaigns 
to make such a day possible: the Russians before 
Leningrad, Moscow, and Stalingrad; the British 
and Americans in North Africa, Sicily, and Italy. 
The battles of production and supply, the naval 
warfare of the Atlantic, the bombing of Germany 
had all played their important parts. Now all of 
these preliminary efforts were redoubled as the 
Second World War reached its climax. 


The contribution of the Russians consisted of 
their crushing counteroffensive launched against 
In the spring 
of 1943 and for a few days in the summer of that 
year, the Germans were again to wrest the initiative 
from the Soviet Union, but those were the only 
occasions after November, 1942, that the Red Army 
was on the defensive. The Soviet advance was 
sometimes brought to a halt which lasted for sev- 
eral weeks, but for the most part Russian progress 
was steady. Frequently gains were made that 
were spectacular. 


The early months of 19438 were disastrous for 
the Nazis as the Red Army again demonstrated its 
superiority in winter fighting. In ten weeks the 
Russians had ploughed through deep snows to force 
the Germans back from one hundred to three hun- 
dred miles. From Orel to the Caucasus the Germans 
were in retreat along a seven hundred mile front. 
Kursk was taken by the Russians in the midst 
of a raging blizzard in mid-February, and Rostov 
and Kharkov soon followed. The muds of March 
slowed the drive down just as it appeared that the 
whole Ukraine might be cleared of the Wehrmacht. 


The Germans promptly demonstrated, however, 
that their armies still possessed tremendous striking 
power. On March 8 they again attacked on the 
Donets front, and by March 14 they were once 
more in possession of Kharkov. Other minor Nazi 
thrusts resulted in negligible advances of 20 miles, 
but as March came to a close the Russians had 
brought the Wehrmacht to a standstill. 


The second anniversary of the war, June 22, 
found the struggle in a quiescent state. On that 
historic date a Moscow broadcast gave a summary 
of the losses suffered since the Nazi invasion: Ger- 
many had lost six million four hundred thousand 
men, forty-two thousand four hundred tanks, forty- 
three thousand planes; Russia had lost four million 
two hundred thousand men, thirty thousand tanks, 
twenty-three thousand planes. While a_ recheck 
would bring a downward revision of those figures, 
they, nevertheless, are representative of the size 
and cost of the sanguinary conflict. 

In July Field Marshal Gunther von Kluge 
opened what at first promised to be a third power- 
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CHAPTER XII 


Preparation Fi or D-Day 


ful German summer offensive in Russia. He 
used 400,000 Nazis to stab spearheads through the 
Soviet lines at Orel and at Belgorod, in the hope 
of encircling a large portion of the Red Army’s 
best troops and armor near Kursk. The Nazi 
failure to achieve even that limited objective gave 
definite proof of what had been suspected for 
months: the strength of the German armies in 
Russia was spent. For only nine days were they 
able to maintain their advance. Thereafter they 
were to retreat and hold and then retreat again 
with Berlin as the ultimate stopping point. 


With the battlecry of Na Zapad, “Westward,” 
the Soviet forces fell upon the faltering Nazis and 
routed them in a counterattack that the Nazis 
labeled “bone-grinding.” Forty-two-ton tanks from 
the Urals factories, together with British Churchill 
tanks and American Shermans, formed a steam- 
roller that flattened the Wehrmacht; and the famed 
Russian artillery was at its best in destroying 
enemy pillboxes and tanks. Even German war 
correspondents began to admit that in that sector 
at least their army was inferior. ‘Today’s setting 
sun,” one Nazi news dispatch ran, “has seen more 
soldiers dying than soldiers sleeping. For every 
single minute during the entire day all of us, 
from the last private to the highest staff officer, 
have been conscious of the monstrous Russian 
superiority.” 

That superiority the Russians fully exploited. 
In that July drive the Red Army first erased the 
Nazi’s Orel salient, and then took Orel and Belgo- 
rod. In August, for the second time in six months, 
the Germans were swept out of Kharkov. By the 
middle of September they had lost Stalino and 
along with it their control of all the industry of 
the Donets basin. A week later the fortress city 
of Bryansk and the port city of Novorossiisk were 
in Russian hands, and between those two points 
Soviet armies totaling three million men pressed the 
Nazis back everywhere. Forty miles of steel and 
concrete fortifications failed to slow the giant 
Soviet machine before Smolensk. At last on the 
banks of the Dnieper the Germans made a stand, 
and there in October the Russians’ summer and 
autumn offensive was brought to a temporary halt. 


The Soviet drive to the Dnieper had produced 
remarkable results. The Germans had been rolled 
back from fifty to two hundred miles along a seven 
hundred mile front. At least one hundred thousand 
square miles of Russia had been reclaimed. Orel, 
Belgorod, Kharkov, Stalino,; Bryansk, Novorossiisk, 
Smolensk, Poltava, Melitopol, and a dozen other 
important cities had been retaken, and the domes 
of Kiev were again in sight. Half of the Ukraine 
and all of the Caucasus had been cleared of the 
Nazis. The Donets basin was once more Russian. 
The Red Army was at the gateway to the Crimea. 
Most important, the Wehrmacht, while not routed, 
had been beaten—Panzers, Luftwaffe, and all. 


Part of Field Marshal Erich von Manstein’s re- 
treat could be attributed, as Nazi spokesmen claimed, 
to the need for shortening the German lines. At 
only a few points were they driven pell-mell. On 




















the whole their with ra 
continuous use of land mines | 
pursuers indicates that they wer 
dead run. Yet the Germans wo 
voluntarily made their lines so uncomfortab y 
nor would they have shed so much blood in 
process had the Russians not made it necessary. 
Premier Stalin’s announced estimate of German 
casualties for the campaign, 900,000 killed, 1,702,000 
wounded and missing, and 98,000 taken prisoner, 
can be discounted as propaganda-laden, but almost 
any fraction of those figures would represent a 
Nazi defeat of disastrous proportions. 


The German line at the Dnieper did not long 
hold the Russians in check. The Reds pushed on 
without stopping for an expected breathing spell. 
The Nazis massed their forces at Kiev and Melitopol 
in anticipation of Soviet drives there, but the Rus- 
sians struck midway between those cities near 
Kremenchug. At that thin point in the Nazi ranks, 
the Reds won their first small bridgehead across 
the Dnieper River and promptly dug a _ gaping 
hole twenty-eight miles wide in the enemy line. By 
October 25, advance Soviet tank units had reached 
the outskirts of Krivoi Rog, seventy miles beyond 
the Dnieper. At the same time, crossings were 
made above and below Kiev. The Dnieper barrier 
which Hitler had insisted must be held at any cost 
had been breached in a few days. 


On November 7, 1943, the armies of General 
Nikolai Vatutin fought their way into Kiev, their 
triumph spoiled by finding the historic old city in 
flames. With the Dnieper behind them and with 
Kiev, the major objective of the year’s campaigns, 
in their possession, the Russians properly felt that 
they could write the Nazis off as an offensive 
threat. “Comrades,” Joseph Stalin told a jubilant 
Moscow, ‘“‘we have turned the course of the war. . 
The complete ousting of the Fascist invader is at 
hand.” 


Step by step the Germans were forced back- 
wards; every village and city saw bitter fighting 
as the Russians pressed forward to free their soil 
of the Nazis. Gomel, Zhitomir, and Korosten fell 
to the relentless Red Army. On January 3, 1944 
Vatutin led his troops across the old Polish border; 
in that one sector pre-war Russian territory had 
been cleared. In the north, a Soviet drive against 
the Nazis before Leningrad was equally successful, 
and by February 2 the Russians had crossed over 
into Estonia. 


Only a year after the German debacle at Stalin- 
grad, the Russians had reached points that were 
eight hundred miles to the west of that city, and 
daily the distance was increased. Three great Rus- 
sian armies gathered momentum as they approached 
Rumania, with General Rodion Malinovsky, Marshal 
Ivan Koneyv, and Marshal Gregory Zhukov in com- 
mand. In March the Nazi Bug River line was 
broken, and by the middle of the month the Rus- 
sians were fighting on Axis soil in Rumania. 


Finland was another Axis satellite to hear the 
tread of Russian boots in her village streets in the 
course of that awesome spring offensive. During 
June of 1944 Finland’s Mannerheim Line crumbled 
before Red assaults, Viborg fell, and the little na- 
tion was almost cut in two. In the following Sep- 
tember, unhappy Finland asked and was granted 
an armistice, but the German army continued to 
keep the war alive there just as it did in Italy after 
the surrender. 


The tragedy of Finland was illustrative of the 
problems of a neutral in a world at war. To pro- 
tect its neutrality it had fought and lost a war 
against Russia in the first months after World 
War II began. Following the Nazi invasion of the 
Soviet Union in 1940, the Finns to avenge the loss 
of territory had first allowed the Germans a passage- 
way into Russia and later had made common cause 
with Hitler. Now at last the Finnish army had 
been beaten, and the prostrate nation was com- 
pelled to look on helplessly as its sovereignty was 
violated by two opposing armies. 


-_ 
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In mid-April the time came, and Soviet armies 
swept in from the north and east. Again Sevastopol 
was besieged, this time by the Russians; but where 
the Russians had stood for nine months in 1942, 
the Germans yielded in three weeks to the siege 
guns of Marshal Alexander Vasilevsky. Upon the 
fall of Sevastopol to the Nazis in 1942, the Rus- 
sians’ Black Sea fleet had withdrawn to safe harbors, 
but now it returned to shell enemy positions in the 
city and to block the escape by sea of the Rumanian 
and German defenders. In _ the ensuing naval 
action the Soviet navy sank 191 Axis ships, among 
them sixty-nine transport vessels. 


The liberation of Sevastopol brought to a climax 
the Soviet campaigns preceding the invasion of 
Normandy. The Russian Battle of 1944 had been 
heavy blows to Germany at a climactic stage of the 
war. The part of Russia in making the Anglo- 
American landings in Western Europe possible was 
to bleed the Wehrmacht white and to pin down 
great forces that might otherwise have been sta- 
tioned on the Channel coast. German casualties, 
by Berlin’s own admission, reached into the mil- 
lions. In May, 1944, Colonel Elliott Roosevelt re- 
ported to General Eisenhower that the three years 
of fighting in Russia had cost the Germans four 
million men and that in that same period the Soviet 
Union’s losses amounted to sixteen million soldiers 
and civilians. In addition, some two hundred Nazi 
divisions containing two million men were facing 
the Russians on D-Day, three times the number of 
Germans ready to defend France. 

The apparent lack of interest in this Third 
Front on the part of the Anglo-American leader- 
ship provoked sharp public criticism of the entire 
Mediterranean policy. A British member of Parlia- 
ment said that the Allied strategy was reminiscent 
of “an old man approaching a young bride: fasci- 
nated, sluggish, apprehensive.” Was it for this half- 
way endeavor, it was asked with some reason, that 
the sacrifices of Salerno had been made? 


Winston Churchill in explanation pointed out 
the opportunities offered the defenders by the rug- 
ged terrain of Italy, and he admitted that during 
the winter Nazi Marshals Erwin Rommel and 
Albert Kesselring had taken full advantage. He 
added: “We were ... committed to a frontal ad- 
vance in an extremely mountainous country which 
gave every advantage to the defense. All rivers 
flow at right angles to our advance and violent 
rains often turn these rivers in a few hours into 
raging torrents, thus sweeping away all military 
bridges and sometimes leaving part of the 
assaulting force committed to attack on the far 
side and beyond reach of immediate support.” 


To speed up the march to Rome, the Allies on 
January 22, 1944, tried a flanking blow at the 
German Gustav Line by making an amphibious 
landing behind it. At Nettuno and Anzio, thirty- 
six miles below Rome on Italy’s west coast, six 
divisions of American and British troops went ashore 









A half track ready for action awaits the signal from a forward reconnaisance group. 
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Nothing stopped them—with weapons and ammunition wet th 
for their next Japs. 

Sand dunes, rocks, breakers, were only momentary barriers—On they went to Tokyo. 
Training, too, was arduous—but better training saved lives of many who went overseas. 
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What followed was one of the most amazing 
episodes of the war. The Allies, by swift action 
against a surprised enemy, could have moved in- 
land even with a slender force to cut the Appian 
Way, a supply route vital to Nazi maintenance 
of the Gustav Line. If an army of sufficient size 
had been landed, a thrust northward toward Rome 
or southward against the German rear could have 
been made. Instead, the commanders elected to 
settle down on the beach to await developments. 
The Anzio-Nettuno beachhead was not to be a 
springboard for further activity; it was to be a 
waiting place where the Germans would be per- 
mitted to give battle at a time of their own 
choosing. ot 

Excessive caution by the Allies gave the Ger- 
mans ten days in which to bring up reinforcements. 
The Nazis, no doubt astounded and pleased by this 
unexpected display of courtesy, .gathered their 
forces and at last descended on Anzio and Nettuno. 
For two weeks they battered at the Anglo-American 
troops, their attacks rising to a climax in mid- 
February. A lashing storm kept planes on the 
ground and nullified Allied air superiority so that 
the holders of the beachhead kept their position 
only by the hardest kind of hand-to-hand fighting. 


sia 





The veteran American Third Division added luster. 
to its fine tradition by its courageous stand in the’ 


Anzio sector, and other British and American units 
won equal acclaim. Finally the weather cleared 
and Allied aerial and naval bombardments helped 
the infantry to beat off the German counterattack. 


The post-war ‘strategist of course has every 
advantage over the leaders directly concerned with 
a military operation, but the mistakes of the Anzio- 
Nettuno beachhead were so glaring that they should 
have been immediately apparent. The failure to 
exploit the initial advantage obtained by the sur- 
prise landings cannot easily be explained away. 
It may be granted that the number of men engaged 
was none too large, but effective use was not made 
of even the forces available. The official explana- 
tion, moreover, that this was an expedition for 
diversionary rather than attack purposes puts the 
whole project in a strange light in view of the 
knowledge then already at hand concerning the 
slow progress of Italian mountain battles. The 
plan, it was stated by those in command, was to 
draw the Nazi defenders back from their Gustav 
Line and then to hurl massed Allied strength 
against it, but the expectation of a sudden break- 
through in the German line seems a slender hope 
on which to base a gamble with the lives of a 
hundred thousand men. Either the Allied leaders 
should have been prepared to reinforce the assault 
troops and take full advantage of their achievements 
or the landing should not have been made at all. 


Another needless waste of men occurred at 
Cassino, chosen as the point in the Gustav Line 
for the major attack to accommpany the Anzio- 
Nettuno operation. Cassino, a bulwark of the 
western end of the German line had been besieged 
by General Mark Clark’s Fifth Army since De- 
cember, 1943, and its capture would have exposed 
the enemy’s right flank and would have compelled 
a withdrawal from the Gustay defenses. The Allies 
had expected to reduce the mountain citadel in two 
or three weeks and then to rush forward to join 
with the troops at the Anzio beachhead, but in- 
stead they blasted at the enemy stronghold for 
four months before a breakthrough in May finally 
came. Many costly attempts to storm Cassino were 
poe off, but at last the Germans were forced to 
yield. 

The Thirty-sixth Division opened the campaign 
in January, 1944, by making a night crossing of 
the Rapido River and striking at German positions 
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town, but months of bombing were necessary to 
make any appreciable dent in the strong German 
defenses. Nazi parachute forces were dropped on 
the monastery hill to reinforce the garrison there, 
and they helped make the caverns and tunnels 
under the ruined abbey a formidable fortress. Hills 
throughout the vicinity were stormed by American, 
New Zealand, and French troops, and New Zealand- 
ers of the Eighth Army and Americans of the 
Thirty-fourth Division fought their way into Cas- 
sino. Hill 165 changed hands six times. But Hill 
516, the abbey hill, held out against all assaults. 
During April the 
Twelfth Air Force of General J ohn K. C 
to work on Italy’s railroads, 


annon went 


by rail south of Florence. Meanwhile reinforce- 
ments for the ground forces arrived; among other 
new units the American Eighty-fifth and Eighty- 
eighth Divisions took their places in the Allied 
lines. Then on May 11 the Fifth and Eighth 
Armies began again to hammer at the Nazis. 
General Sir Harold Alexander’s order of the day 
offered his troops new hope: “From east and west, 
from north and south, blows are about to fall which 
will result in the final destruction of the Nazis 
and bring freedom once again to Europe. ... To 
us in Italy has been given the honor to strike the 
first blow.” 


This time Cassino and the abbey’s heights did 
not stand. Polish, French, American, Canadian, 
New Zealand, and English troops combined to cap- 
ture those invincible points just six days after the 
new offensive began. With that the Gustav Line 
gave way, and the Germans were swept back to- 
ward Rome. On May 25 the Fifth Army made 
contact with the Allied defenders of the Anzio 
beachhead, four months behind schedule, and _ to- 
gether they headed north. The Allied advance was 
so swift that the eastern and western sections of 
the German Army were almost split, and Marshal 
Kesselring had to flee north of Rome to reestablish 
contact between the two wings of his forces. The 
Nazis announced that they abandoned the Italian 
capital to save it from destruction, but the safety 
of the German Army of Italy was their paramount 
concern. On June 4, 1944, the long journey to 
Rome was ended when the Allies took over the 
Eternal City. The conquest of Mussolini’s Fascist 
Italy was at last completed when Private John 
Vita climbed up on Il Duce’s favorite baleony and 
delivered an impassioned address in Italian to an 
appreciative audience, 


The Allies did not stop to celebrate but instead 
set out northward in pursuit of Kesselring. The 
Fifth Army pushed up the western coast while the 
Eighth Army made parallel gains on the eastern 
side of the peninsula. Together they converged on 
Florence, and after three weeks of street fighting 
that did irreparable damage to the city’s artistic 
monuments, Florence was taken. By September 1, 
1944, the Germans had succeeded in_ establishing 
themselves behind a new front, the “Gothic Line,” 


infantry rested while the. 


and by the end of the . 
month almost no Nazi supplies were being moved 
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ues 28, 1944, makes clear: 
S fall think about this campaign far better 

can who have seen it. The historians will 
at in the first year of the Italian campaign, 
in 365. ays of fighting, the Allied armies advanced 
315 miles. They will note this with admiration 
because it is the first time in history that any 
armies have invaded Italy from the south and 
fought up the endless mountain ranges toward the 
Alps. Historians will be able to explain with 
authority what it meant to break three fortified 
lines attacking up mountains, and the historians 
will also describe how Italy became a giant mine 
field and that no weapon is uglier, for it waits in 
silence, and it can kill any day, not only on the 
day of battle.” 


“Some of the men who fought in Italy, however, 
were unwilling to await the verdict of history. The 
men of the Thirty-sixth Division who had made 
the bloody Rapido crossing and had waged the 
losing battle against hopeless odds had no intention 
of waiting. They could not forget how General 
Mark Clark had ordered the advance over the 
protests of their divisional commander, General 
Fred Walker, who had warned his superior that 
enemy hillside fortifications made such a project 
suicidal. The losses sustained had borne out Walker, 
and the survivors of the terrible three days at the 
Rapido blamed those casualties on one man—Mark 
Clark. At the close of the war they kept a 
promise made in Italy. They held a reunion of 
their division in January, 1946, at Brownwood, 
Texas and translated their hatred for General 
Clark into a demand for a Congressional investiga- 
tion of his ‘colossal blunder”; they asked that 
Congress “take the necessary steps to correct a 
military system that will permit an inefficient and 
inexperienced officer, such as General Mark W. 
Clark ... to destroy the young manhood of this 
country.” 


“His- 


More to the point perhaps would have been 
a request for an inquiry into the Allied leadership’s 
treatment of Italy as a second-hand front. Then 
it might be revealed what part the diverting of 
men and équipment and top-flight generals to Eng- 
land in preparation for D-Day played in forcing 
the commanders left on the Italian front to take 
unusual chances with the men and materials on 
hand. Their original policy of caution provoked 
the criticism that they were afflicted with a case 
of George B. McClellan’s “slows,” and a more 
vigorous policy brought forth equal condemnation. 
Vigor without recklessness was difficult to maintain 
under the circumstances. Clearly it was a balance 
that Clark failed to achieve. 


Yet the Italian campaign was no failure. Charges 
that the invasion of Italy was a misguided venture 
were without foundation. No proof exists that a 
southern invasion elsewhere would have produced 
better results. Heavy losses were inflicted on the 
enemy there, and the one hundred thousand Nazis 
that continued to fight could not be in Normandy 
and in Italy at the same time. President Roosevelt 
had commented on the occasion of the fall of Rome: 
“The first of the Axis capitals is now in our hands. 
One up and two to go.” He could have added that 
the road to the next capital, Berlin, was smoothed 
by the men who had forced open the road to Rome. 


Prior to D-Day, the Allies had three active 
fronts on the continent of Europe. The Italian 
and Russian fronts were great affairs, engaging 
men by the hundreds of thousands and by the 
millions. The third field of operations, conducted 
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“eee anseine to ithe s plan of conquest. No 


amount of ruthless suppression could kill their 
patriotic spirit of resistance. Again the Fuehrer 
was being confronted with an unlearned lesson of 
history; again a more careful reading of a biography 


of Napoleon could have taught him how strong is 


the will of nationalism to live. 


One of the most powerful of the resistance 
groups was organized in Yugoslavia. There the 
Serbs under General Draja Mihailovitch. and the 
Croats under Marshal Tito daily came down from 
their mountain hiding-places to harass the Nazi 
invaders. Had the two Yugoslav leaders not dis- 
liked each other almost as much as they hated the 
Nazis, they could have doubled their strength; 
but contradictory ambitions kept them apart. In 
time Marshal Tito, who made that assumed name 
better known than his own Josip Broz, eclipsed 
Mihailovitch, and many of the Serbs joined with 
Tito’s “Partisans.” By the opening of 1944 Tito 
had organized more than 250,000 men and women 


‘into twenty-six divisions. 


Their fierce struggle against the Nazis made 
Yugoslavia one of Hitler’s major fronts. Demoli- 
tion squads kept steadily at work blowing up Ger- 
man ammunition dumps, oil tanks, and food stores. 
Bands of guerrillas disrupted rail service by cutting 
lines and slowed down highway traffic with road- 
blocks. Thousands of Partisans, with tons of 
supplies furnished by the Allies, met the Nazis in 
pitched battles. The total value of the guerrillas 


-to the Allied cause was indicated by Time for Janu- 


ary 3, 1944: “Yugoslavia’s Marshal Tito and his 
ragged, resolute Liberation Army engaged more 
Germans (at least 14 divisions) than the British 
and Americans together engaged in Italy. . .” 


Not in Yugoslavia alone did the patriotic ir- 
regulars prove their worth. Poland too had a large 
underground army numbering nearly 300,000 men, 
an army that kept to the forests and occasionally 
gave battle to Nazi battalions. Polish resistance 
groups staged such a successful campaign to dis- 
rupt German railway transportation by sabotage 
that the Nazis were compelled to police every mile 
of track in Poland. Assassinations of German of- 
ficials were common occurrences. As many as 140 
secretly printed newspapers kept hope alive by 
publishing news of German defeats and Allied 
successes. And try as they might the Germans 
could not root out the underground. “The world 
press,’”’ wrote Xavier Pruszynski in Poland Fights 
Back, “is full of reports about horrible massacres, 
executions and deportations which follow each other 
relentlessly. The world hears less about the stub- 
born resistance which is largely responsible for 
many of the brutal reprisals. Just as the Ger- 
man terror is reaching in Poland a height of 
ferocity unknown in other countries, so the under- 
ground resistance and struggle of the Polish nation 
has an intensity unique in Europe.” 


In Norway, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Czecho- 
slovakia, and Greece, smaller invisible armies car- 
ried on a ceaseless campaign of systematic sabotage. 


. Thousands from those lands. made their way to 


England to be trained for military service, while 
other thousands stayed on the Continent to drive 
thorns in the German side. They daily posted 
signs on any anti-Nazi subject, and the letter 
“V"_for Allied “Victory”—appeared everywhere. 
They derailed trains, bombed bridges and . dams, 
burned storage tanks and warehouses, blew up 
factories and radio stations, distributed illegal 
newspapers. The most famous of the underground 
newspapers was the oldest, La Libre Belgique, which 
had first been printed during the German occupa- 
tion of Belgium during the First World War. 
“Volume One, New War Series” made its appear- 
ance on August 15, 1940, and thereafter it was 
regularly handed out to Belgian patriots. Apoplectic 
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_ uncooperative workers 
duction. The well-managed 
y of France was two hundred 
1 capable officers and plenty 
of munitions had been hidden 


‘Americans and the British landed on D- 
silent armies of France were waiting to 


n them. De Gaulle spoke for the patriots: “France, 


; bs overwhelmed ... but never conquered, is on her feet 
Pp eepeoetake part. . . i 
Ap A ag 


occupied Europe kept to its feet—and fought. 


‘ioned ; 
con- | 


the Nazi occupation, and with | 
the patriots made a formidable force. © 


. The simple, sacred duty is ta_ 
It was as De Gaulle said; some Quislings | 
and Petains and Lavals groveled, but most of — 















Cae 4 _ i ty 
ig of Germany, the British RAF 

yo the lead over the comparatively 

new Eighth Air Force. Where the Americans 
made their first raid on Germany on January 27, 
1948, the British had by May, 1943, dropped one 
hundred thousand tons of bombs on German cities. 
“In 1939,” Air Chief Harris commented to his men, 
“Goering promised that not a single enemy bomb 
would reach the Ruhr. Congratulations on having de- 
livered the first one hundred thousand tons on Ger- 
many to refute him. The next one hundred thousand 
if he waits for them, will be even bigger and better 


Ir" 





OOF 


bombs, delivered even more accurately and in much 


shorter time.” During February, March, April, 
and May of 1943, British airmen blasted Germany 
with at least ten thousand tons of explosives each 


-_month. By the close of the year they had dropped 


None of the successes won on the fighting fronts, — 


with the possible exception of the Russian victories, 
helped hasten the arrival of D-Day more than 
those scored by the air forces of the United Na- 
tions. The main burden of the aerial attack 
against Germany fell upon the Royal Air Force 
and the American Eighth Air Force based in Eng- 
land. The British bombed by night and the Ameri- 
cans by day with the result that the Germans in 
time had to suffer “round-the-clock” raids. To- 
gether the two Allies mounted an offensive that 
supplemented the campaigns in Russia and Italy 
by serving as a substitute for a second front while 
preparations for an invasion of Western France 
were being perfected. 


In the early years of the war, pointless argu- 
ments were engaged in respecting the relative 
merits of British night-bombing and American day- 
light raids. The RAF commanders advocated the 
saturation theory of aerial bombardment where at- 
tempts were made to wipe out whole cities, and 
that form of attack could be made as effectively 
at night as in the daytime. The American leaders, 
however, adhered to the theory of strategic bomb- 
ing, directing their blows at the essential war pro- 
duction of the enemy; for these precision attacks 
daylight was needed. Actually the two concepts 
of the use of airpower complemented one another, 
a fact that came to be understood on all sides be- 
fore the close of the war. 


The British had been compelled to adopt their 
_ policy of night bombing by the heavy losses sus- 
tained by their small air force during daylight 
raids in the early months of the war. The Americans, 
however, felt that the Boeing Flying Fortress, 
bristling with defensive armament, would be able 
to overpower German fighter resistance. On oc- 
casion it appeared that the British were correct in 
deciding that daytime losses would be prohibitive; 
one Kighth Air Force raid on Bremen in April, 
1948, cost 16 Fortresses and 144 crew members and 
a greater one on Schweinfurt in October, 1943, cost 
60 four-engined bombers and 593 airmen. The 
Americans came back, however, with more bombers 
and with long-range fighters, and engaged the 
enemy in a slugging match for supremacy. Ac- 
cording to General Carl Spaatz who commanded 
the American Strategic Air Forces in Europe, the 
Allies had gained control of the air over Germany 
by February, 1944. 


In midyear of 1943 the conviction was wide- 
spread that Germany could be bombed out of the 
war. Air Marshal Sir Arthur T. Harris, head of 
the RAF Bomber Command, and General Ira C. 
Eaker, chief of the United States Eighth Air 
Force, both felt that the Germans could be brought 
to their knees provided the English and American 
bombers were permitted to concentrate on that one 
objective instead of being assigned other tasks in 
support of ground operations. The experiment was 
never given a full trial although some support to 
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over one hundred fifty thousand tons, three times 
their total for 1942. Thirty German cities had 
suffered forty-eight RAF raids of five hundred tons 
or more., The Air Ministry announced in December, 
19438, that seventeen major cities had become liabili- 
ties to the German war machine and that in Ham- 
burg, Dusseldorf, and Cologne “civilized life ... is 
no longer possible.” 

During the last week in July, 1943, the Eighth 
Air Force and the RAF combined to sear Hamburg, 
Germany’s second city, with 10,000 tons of bombs. 
Seven night raids and two daylight attacks left 
Hamburg in ruins so complete that 400,000 were 
made homeless. No effort was made by the Nazis 
to disguise the devastation; instead their radio 
propaganda line took a new turn: “Terror! Terror! 
Terror! Pure, naked bloody terror! Go through 
the streets of the town which are covered with 
glass and debris. Set your teeth and do not forget 
»who it was that brought you such misery! Let 
hatred glow in your hearts! Walk through the 
streets of Hamburg and from the smouldering 
ruins of houses see for yourselves at whom bombs 
and phosphorus were aimed. Forgiveness and con- 
ciliation are no longer possible here. The suffering 
of our heavily tried population has become a sacred 
vow of hatred.” An official Nazi newspaper ad- 
mitted: “The whole Reich and the largest cities 
are within reach of enemy planes. Nobody under- 
estimates the imminence of danger.” 


A much smaller raid but one of strategic im- 
portance equal to the mass attacks on the cities 
was made by the British on May 16, 1943. Nineteen 
four-motored Lancaster bombers on that night 
were flown to the Ruhr Valley on a carefully-timed 
and long-planned mission. Bombs were loosed on 
two great dams that held back.the Eder and Ruhr 
rivers. The streams were at flood stage, and the 
raging torrent that burst through the dams inun- 
dated a large section of Germany’s most important 
industrial area. Railway communications, tele- 
phone lines, power stations, and factory towns 
were swept up by the flood. It was one of the 
most profitable single raids of the war. 


Since the Eighth Air Force had only one-fifth 
as many planes to spare for Northern Europe as 
did the RAF, the Americans during 1943 were 
outdistanced by their Allies in tonnage of bombs 
dropped on German targets. Yet the figures for 
the bombings by the Eighth Air Force grew larger 
as the year wore on: 547 tons delivered to Germany 
in January, 1948; 1,666 tons in March; 2,865 tons 
in May; 3,600 tons in July; 8,190 tons in Septem- 
ber; and 12,000 tons in December. Altogether in 
64,000 offensive sorties during the year, the Ameri- 
cans hit Germany with 50,000 tons of explosives 
and knocked down 4,100 Nazi planes. The costs 
had come high, however; the price was nearly 
1,000 heavy bombers. 


While the Eighth Air Force made some strikes 
of considerable size during 1943, as, for example, 
those on Regensburg and Schweinfurt in August, 
not until 1944 did American airmen open up with 
their great raids. On January 7, they hit Ludwigs- 
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Once haten Posen; 
there were aircraft factories 


yped in those six days a greater 
mbs than they had delivered to Ger- 
the first year of their operations in 


i AiKed airmen have come 6 refer to that as the 
“Big Week.” It was the week in which American 
and British bombardiers dropped 18,000 tons on 
15 Nazi aircraft centers. It was the week in 
which 644 German planes were shot down. “This 
sustained attack ... fatally reduced the capabilities 
of the Luftwaffe,’ General Spaatz wrote in For- 
eign Affairs for April, 1946. “German aircraft 
production recovered; but the Allies retained con- 
trol of the air throughout the remaining 14 months 
of hostilities.” 


The size and fury of the air battles of the “Big 
Week” are indicated by the number of plane losses, 
387 bombers and 37 fighters for the Allies as 
against the 644 Nazi planes destroyed. Through- 
out the -following month the struggle for air 
supremacy inaugurated by the Allied mass attacks 
of February 20 continued. During the second 
week 123 Nazi fighters and 68 American bombers 
and 11 fighters were knocked out of the air over 
Berlin. . The week following, the score was 301 
Nazi planes to 106 American bombers and 26 
fighters in a single mid-day battle over the German 
capital. The fourth week was. bitterly contested; 
while the Allies were dropping 20,000 tons of bombs 
on Nazi targets, the rival air forces engaged in 
battles that cost the Germans 440 planes to 195 
for the Allies. 


After that the Luftwaffe virtually gave up. 
Time after time Allied bombers made their runs 
without seeing a single enemy fighter. The de- 
vastation of Berlin was completed almost without 
contest, 2,000,000 of its people being left homeless 
and three-fourths of its area battered to ruins. The 
Nazis did not entirely concede the air to the 
Allies, for occasionally they would lash back; but 
the long intervals between the German attacks 
demonstrated the Luftwaffe’s problem of replace- 
ment. Therein lay the difference between the 
opposing forces; the Allies could replace losses 
without delay, while the Germans now had reason 
to fear that replacements might never be found. 
Nevertheless Allied Intelligence reported that there 
were still 5,000 planes in the Luftwaffe, with half 
of them ready for use in France. 


While the Eighth Air Force was the largest of 
the United States Air Forces in Europe, it was by 
no means the only one. The Ninth, based first in 
the Middle East and later in England, and the 
Twelfth and Fifteenth, based in Italy, also played 
important parts in the destruction of Germany’s 
capacity to make war. The powerful Fifteenth 
Air Force made regular runs to Vienna and 
winged out over the Balkans, striking heavy political 
blows there with every bomb dropped. One of the 
_Ninth’s most notable exploits was performed while 
it was still assigned to the Middle East; in August, 
1943, the Liberators of the Ninth Air Force drop- 
ped down on the Ploesti oil fields of Rumania and 
destroyed wells, storage tanks, and refineries. To- 
gether all of these air commands brought havoc 
unlimited to the Axis. They flew, during the whole 
of the war, a total of 1,692,469 sorties over Ger- 
many and the rest of Hitler’s Europe; they un- 
loosed 1,550,022 tons of bombs in their raids; and 


The airmen of the Eighth | 
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catise ot rend cont 
n air forces can hardly 
ow much, they contributed to 

success of the Riad Ayaes cannot be accurately 
Roontaear: but by compelling the Luftwaffe to 
shift from the Russian front, the Allies enabled 
the Russians to gain air superiority at a critical 
period in the German retreat. The part of Allied 
airmen in hastening D-Day is obvious. They forced 
the Luftwaffe out of the skies’and thus cleared the 
path for the ships and men that made the landings. 
Ultimate victory depended on the troops. that 
marched into Germany, but those who had flown 
there helped make that march possible. 

While the Allied armies and air forces were 
softening the enemy, British and American troops 
were undergoing strenuous training for the great 
cross-Channel venture., Throughout the British 


_ Isles, parachute and glider forces practiced, assault 


troops staged miniature landings, ship crews 
studied mines and coastal blocks, sappers worked 
on land mine problems, infantrymen were toughened. 
These massive maneuvers, intended to secure co- 
ordination between ships, planes, tanks, and_ in- 
fantry, were repeated endlessly by commanders who 
Sjuent perfection—and something to do while they 
waited. 


Engineers reproduced on the English beaches 
near Plymouth and Dartmouth the defenses and 
fortifications used by the enemy on the French 
shore where the actual invasion was to take place. 
Beginning in September, 1943, thousands of men 
using hundreds of amphibious craft practiced 
storming the coast. Observers watched for mis- 
takes and sought means of correction. New tactics 
and new weapons were given a thorough trial be- 
fore being adopted. Each failure would bring 
changes, and the changes would then be tried out 
on the following day. Captain Harry C. Butcher, 
naval aide to General Eisenhower, records in his 
diary that only a month before D-Day the Allied 
commanders were still dissatisfied with the way 
the tests were going. 


The most serious and elaborate rehearsal for 
D-Day, however, had been held at daybreak on 
August 18, 1942, when destroyers, transports, and 
launches of the British Navy crossed the Channel 
and landed some 5,000 men at the French port of 
Dieppe. The first attacks were made four miles 
to the east and five miles to the west of the Dieppe 
beach by English Commandos, troops especially 
trained to deliver swift, stealthy, death-dealing 
blows. The force that struck at the east was cut 
to pieces and had to pull out, but the western wing 
of Commandos succeeded in scrambling ashore and 
creating a satisfactory diversion. 


When the Germans rushed men from Dieppe to 
cover those flank attacks, the main body of the 
raiders, Canadians under the command of General 
John H. Roberts, struck directly at the city. The 
Canadians cut their way through the barbed wire 
along the shore, and infantry and tanks pushed on 
into the city’s streets. For hours they fought the 
Nazi defenders, destroying enemy supplies, seizing 
equipment, taking prisoners, gathering information. 


Since this was only a rehearsal and not an 
invasion, the raiders then had to withdraw. That 
was the most difficult part of the operation, and 
despite Allied air control casualties were high. Of 
the 5,000 Canadians engaged, 3,372 were sub- 
sequently listed as killed, wounded, or missing. The 
Germans had taken 1,900 prisoners. 


For nine hours, British. ships and men had 
encroached on Hitler’s Fortress Europe. That fact 
in itself made the assault worthwhile, for Hitler 
thereafter held troops in France that he had 
planned to send to Russia. The Germans had less 
freedom of movement in any direction, for this was 
a warning that the Allies might strike in earnest 
at any time; the Nazis could not know that nearly 
two years were to elapse before the next blow would 
fall in that quarter. The Germans for a while 





The lessons learned at Di : 

ut to use in North Africa, in Sicily, ; . 
ong before they could be applied in the landin 
Normandy. “The Dieppe raid must be consi¢ 
a_ reconnaissance in force,’ Winston Churchill 
plained. 
likely to become increasingly numerous as the war 
deepens. We had to get all the information neces- 
sary before landing operations on a much larger 
scale.” It was a costly rehearsal but it was in part 
responsible for the development of an invasion 
strategy that was to save countless Allied lives. 


Appointment of the staff that was to plan and 
lead the invasion of Normandy began two years 
before the finishing touches were put on the prepara- 
tions. Not until December, 1943, however, was 
the commander in chief for the operation named. 


JIE 


ex- 


General Dwight Eisenhower had demonstrated in. 


the North African and Italian campaigns such 
marked talents for organizing and directing a 
complex command that he was a logical choice as 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force. Yet the Combined Chiefs of Staff of the 
United Nations assembled at Cairo in November, 
1943, with the expectation of naming General 
George Marshall to the post, and only after con- 
siderable discussion was the switch to Eisenhower 
agreed upon. 

Captain Harry Butcher made this entry in his 
diary showing the comments of Harry Hopkins on 
the decision: ‘Hopkins said he thought the Presi- 
dent and others thought General Marshall had 
come rightly to regard his job as Chief of Staff as 
more important to the war effort. He could devote 
his superior qualifications to global warfare, with 
which he is now intimately familiar. He could 
deal with Congress. The decision in Ike’s favor 
had been made after very careful consideration of 
all of the factors, with important weight given to 
the need of General Marshall’s experience in deal- 
ing with Congress in his present job and of Ike’s 
battlefront knowledge and success in this theater. 
Ike’s personal appearance before the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff at Cairo and his demonstration of 
his grasp of the military situation had added to the 
good impression already held of him.” 

Butcher also makes it clear that some of the 
discussions at Cairo were concerned with the ques- 
tion of whether a head-on invasion of France was 
actually necessary. General Spaatz still argued 
that three months of continuous bombing after the 
weather had improved in April or May of 1944 
would drive Germany out of the war. Harry Hop- 
kins prior to the Cairo meeting felt that the British 
had grown lukewarm about the Channel jump and 
were ready to “wash out’ on the project, possibly 
in favor of Spaatz’ bombing strategy or perhaps 
in favor of some new Mediterranean push. These 
policies Hopkins opposed. “Harry felt,’ wrote 
Butcher, “that the Russians’ great drive would 
gain for the Soviets world-wide recognition as 
having licked Germany, leaving American and 
British interests at the peace table considerably 
submerged by the Russians.” Whether the ultimate 
decision to spend thousands of lives in the invasion 
of Normandy stemmed from the desire to check 
Russia or Germany Butcher fails to record. 


Included in the personnel for Supreme Head- 
quarters of the Allied Expeditonary Forces, popu- 
larly known as “SHAEF,” were Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Arthur Tedder, Eisenhower’s deputy com- 
mander; General Bernard Montgomery, field com- 
mander for British ground forces; General Omar 
Bradley, field commander for American ground 
forces; Air Chief Marshal Trafford L. Leigh- 
Mallory, commander of air forces for the expedi- 
tion; Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay, naval com- 
mander, and General William B. Smith, chief of 
staff to General Eisenhower. Criticism of these 
appointments came both from the United States 
and England. Some Americans felt that the Brit- 
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however, the appointments wo 
ee neces of a Supe \ 
ning’ and supervising an operation on tl 
pet, at the Continent w 
multiplied many times over by the exigencies 
political considerations and public relations. , eae 
feelings of the British and American press must — 
not be ruffled. The attitude of Russia had to be 
kept in mind. The loss of French good will in the 
event certain targets in France should be bombed 
had to be weighed. The zeal of Congressmen in an 
election year had to be taken into account. Prime 
Minister Churchill and General de Gaulle were 
constant trials. All of these individual items Gen- 
eral Eisenhower handled smoothly without creating 
animosity or losing prestige. . 


‘The Patton case was indicative of the troubles 
with which the Supreme Commander was_ beset. 
George S. Patton in Sicily had established himself 
as one of America’s most successful generals. This 
brilliant and erratic officer seemed incapable of 
doing anything wrong on a battlefield or anything 
right elsewhere. He had been dubbed “Old Blood 
and Guts” and seemed determined to live up to the 
title, swaggering around the Mediterranean wear- 
ing two pearl-handled revolvers in the best motion 
picture style. Just as he seemed destined to be- 
come one of the nation’s great swashbuckling news- 
paper heroes, he committed the unpardonable 
blunder that nearly ended his career. During the 
action in Sicily, he paid a visit to a field hospital 
and there became incensed at a soldier who was 
suffering from malaria and battle fatigue. Since 
the soldier could show no visible wounds to the 
general, Patton took upon himself the privilege of 
diagnosis-and cursed the man and accused him of 
being a malingerer and a coward. Then while the 
helpless soldier sat quivering “Old Blood and Guts” 
slapped him, and because the man sobbed he struck 
him again. 

That episode had occurred in August, 1943, 
while Eisenhower was serving as Allied commander 
for the Mediterranean, and it fell to his lot to de- 
cide upon the method by which Patton would be 
disciplined. The whole affair gave Eisenhower 
many hours of worry. He did not wish to lose the 
services of his best ground gainer, nor did he dare 
to turn his back’ upon public opinion. He finally 
reached the decision to retain Patton as a com- 
manding general while the punishment was to con- 
sist of a stern letter of rebuke and an order to 
apologize publicly to the patients and staff of the 
evacuation hospital. Not until late November was 
the matter made public, and for a time it appeared 
that both Eisenhower and Patton were to suffer 
oblivion, Patton for his misconduct and Eisenhower 
for the mild rebuke and the long months of keeping 
the affair under cover. Neither the American peo- 
ple nor the press, however, cared for a court 
martial for Patton, and in time the clamor over 
the case died out. 











The reasons for Eisenhower’s decision can be 
readily understood, and one can sympathize with his 
desire to save the man that he felt to be the best 
offensive general of the Allies that the war had 
developed. Yet it is difficult to give approval to the 
method he chose as a way out of the dilemma. 
Patton, while a superb field officer, was scarcely 
indispensable, and_ his disgraceful performance 
called for punishment more severe than a reprimand. 
Had the enlisted man struck the general or cursed 
him under comparable circumstances the enlisted 
man would without question have been sentenced 
to long months of imprisonment by a court martial. 





The Articles of War are supposed to be just as 
compelling in their severity upon an officer as 
upon an enlisted man. Although Quentin Reynolds 
told Eisenhower at the time that 50,000 soldiers 
were ready to shoot Patton on sight, no one actually 
wanted Patton’s head; but the slapping and vilifying 


of a soldier should have resulted in the degrading 


of the guilty general and his transfer to some other 
theater. 


An attempt was made to excuse Patton’s tantrum 
on the ground that he himself was suffering from 
battle shock. Yet the incident that was publicized 
‘was not unique in Patton’s career, for investigation 
showed that there were other men he had cursed 
and cuffed and kicked. These facts Eisenhower 
knew when he elected to keep Patton at the head 
of the Seventh Army in Sicily and refused to allow 
the story to be released for publication until he 
could present the people with a fait accompli of 
several months’ standing. 


Within the American military establishment, 
the entire affair left a bad taste, and most enlisted 
men felt that the benign treatment of Patton em- 
phasized the distinctions inherent in the Army’s 
caste system. “There are lessons to be drawn from 
this deplorable affair which the High Command 
hereafter should enforce,’ the Army and Navy 
Journal declared. “The kind of democratic Army 
we have requires ... discipline based upon mutual 
respect. . . . Officers, no matter what their rank, 
guilty of conduct undermining it, should be relieved 
instantly from their command.” 


Thus matters stood in the Patton case when 
Eisenhower was named Supreme Commander for 
the Allied Expeditionary Forces. As the Supreme 
Commander began to select his subordinates, a 
question arose concerning the post to be assigned 
to Patton. Almost any position given the gaudy 
general was bound to provoke opposition both in 
America and in England, yet Eisenhower braved 
public disapproval by designating Patton as com- 
mander of the American Third Army. Eisenhower’s 
action in giving Patton that important command 
was consistent with the course he had taken in 
Sicily, and further criticism of the Supreme Com- 
mander was undeserved. Patton in his public utter- 
ances continued to be a source of embarrassment 
to Eisenhower until after D-Day, but when Patton 
subsequently ‘swept through France and Germany 
with the Third Army, the Supreme Commander 
felt that he was repaid for his trouble. 


Patton’s achievements on the Continent came to 
be accepted in America as sufficient justification 
of Eisenhower’s covering up for Patton in Sicily. 
Some military analysts have demurred, contending 
that Patton had the advantage of a favorable press 
that found it easy to capitalize on the reader’s in- 
terest in “Old Blood and Guts” and consequently 
to play him up at the expense of a more able gen- 
eral, Omar Bradley. Certain it is that a great deal 
of study will have to be made of World War II to 
determine in the case of Patton and other leaders 
how much their reputations for great generalship 
depended on the skilled publicity agents attached 
to every commander under the title of Public Re- 
lations Officer. Yet no amount of success could 
excuse Patton’s hysterical outburst. Perhaps his- 
tory will come to look upon the face-slapping inci- 
dent as an unimportant episode in Patton’s colorful 
and useful career; yet it is more likely that the 
future historian will have to detail the affair as 
responsible for the adoption of a regrettably mis- 
guided policy by General Eisenhower. 


Otherwise the Supreme Commander made few 
mistakes. Shortly after D-Day, Hanson W. Bald- 
win, one of the war’s great reporters, gave in For- 
eign Affairs for October, 1944, this considered esti- 
mate of Eisenhower: “The clue to the victory, then, 
is to be found partly in the months of struggle on 
the seas and in the skies before the invasion proper 
began. It also is to be found in the careful planning 
during that period, and in the wise and _ skillful 
leadership of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who 
fashioned out of ‘SHEAF’... a cumberous but on 


[63] 


the whole smooth-working instrument of Anglo- 
American cooperation. General Eisenhower’s 
friendly but dynamic personality is the key to the 
success of SHEAF; perhaps no one else but ‘Ike’ 
could so rapidly have welded together such a dif- 
fuse and often clashing group of personalities and 
nationalities.” 

When Eisenhower first arrived in England to 
take charge of the Supreme Headquarters, he re- 
viewed the plans already made and decided that 
they called for an attack on a scale too small to 
be successful. He directed that five divisions in- 
stead of three to be used in the intial-landings, and 
he insisted that the area of the assault be widened. 
These changes caused a postponement of D-Day 
and considerable additional work by engineers, 
draftsmen, and supply agencies, but the wisdom 
the new strategy was demonstrated when the in- 
vasion finally came. 


D-Day would not have been possible had not 
American industry and agriculture continued in 
1944 their great achievements in the Battle of 
Production. The farmers of the United States 
harvested the biggest crop in the nation’s history 
with the smallest number of farm workers on 
record. The output of American industry shrank 
slightly over the peak year of 1943 because of the 
steps taken toward reconversion to peace-time 
manufacture. Yet the miracles wrought by in- 
dustry’s performance between 1941 and the close 
of 1944 are indicated by the statistical tables: a 
gigantic new synthetic rubber industry established; 
aluminum production increased from 807,000,000 
pounds to 2,179,000,000 pounds; plane output multi- 
plied 10 times, tank production five times, naval 
shipping five times, and cargo shipping 10 times; 
the machine tool industry expanded 700 per cent. 
Gains in other manufactured products were com- 
parable to those named. Meanwhile the Battle of 
the Atlantic turned completely in favor of the 
Allies in the summer of 1943,:and thereafter, with 
the submarine menace removed, most of the ship- 
ments of goods reached their destination. 


C. Lester Walker, writing for Harper’s for 
March, 1945, has written the best account to date 
of the herculean labors expended in getting under 
way what “was beyond doubt the most gigantic as 
well as the most extraordinarily complex single 
operation two nations have ever undertaken.” <A 
planning staff of 6,000 worked out the details that 
brought together the necessary men and equipment 
and ships and supplies. The United States Army 
brought over a million men into the United King- 
dom for the occasion. American engineers con- 
structed 100,000 buildings for housing and storage 
purposes. More than 1,000,000 different items were 
in the 18,000,000 ship tons of cargo unloaded in 
British ports to supply the expedition’s needs. 
Thousands of miles of concrete runways were built 
for the world’s greatest air force. Six hundred dif- 
ferent types of landing and escort craft were de- 
signed and built for the assault forces. ‘This 
invasion has got to be planned big,” Eisenhower 
had said. It was. 


War materials of all kinds were assembled: tanks 
and trucks and jeeps, howitzers and mortars and 
heavy field pieces, bazookas and machine guns and 
rifles, bulldozers and concrete mixers and air 
compressors, bombs and _ shells and _ cartridges, 
cranes and wheelbarrows and telephone poles, tires 
and motors and spare parts, food and drink and 
medicine. These vast stores were stacked ceiling- 
high in every available building, and millions of 
crates and vehicles were left to line mile after 
mile of country lanes throughout England. The 
amounts required of certain items reached fantastic 
totals: two and a half million miles of telephone 
wire, 90,000 parachutes for dropping supplies, 
500,000,000 burlap sand bags. In March of 1944 
the story was circulated that if materials kept 
coming to England, the island would sink in the 
ocean. “Just cut the barrage balloons,” it was 
said, ‘and she’ll go down six inches.” So many 
things were piled about that at first many items 





On May 7, less than 
the board of strategy of S 
of Supply on their mettle by ha 
affecting the airborne Und 
plan they were to land j 
days and then pull out to 
_ they would get fresh equipment for 


Holland. This meant that 327,272 additional items, . 


from flame throwers to stop watches, had to be 
gathered together in America and rushed to Eng- 
land. All the articles required were in England 
before the deadline. 


The Medical Corps devised a method of handling 
casualties that further taxed the supply system. 
Among the requirements were 800,000 units of 
blood plasma, 600,00 doses of penicillin, and 10,000 
pounds of sulfa drugs. The evacuation of the 
wounded was so arranged that the casualties could 
be shipped immediately to hospitals that could give 
them the best treatment. Each hospital in Eng- 
land was to keep the Surgeon General informed 
of the number of vacant beds available so that 
there would be no confusion in the handling of 
the injured. Meanwhile portable hospitals that 
could be set up on the beaches were prepared so 
that immediate first aid could be administered and 
even major operations performed. 


For the landings the engineers made no less 


the storage 
England. Then at the ap- 
men and the equipment were 
transferred to the ports of embarkation. 


At last the loading of the troops and the supplies 
began. All roads leading to the docks were care- 
fully policed lest traffic jams upset the time 
schedule. Every jeep was moved to a prearranged 
spot on shipboard. Each man took an assigned 
place as member of a team. The final aerial 
bombardment of the Norman beaches rose to a 
crescendo. D-Day was at hand. 


CHAPTER XIII 


Fortress Europe Falls 


The D-Day landings had been so long in prepara- 
tion and such a great number of men had _ par- 
ticipated in the planning stage that complete sur- 
prise was impossible to achieve. On occasion the 
security of the operation was threatened as a mili- 
tary or naval officer offered to make bets on the 
invasion date. Once a wool-gathering enlisted man 
atached to SHAEF addressed a packet of important 
papers to his sister in Chicago instead of to the 
War Department in Washington, an error that was 
caught in time to prevent harm. Again a babbling 
major-general grew talkative at a cocktail party 
and let out confidential information, a slip that 
cost him his stars and caused him to be sent back 
to the United States in disgrace. Yet the enemy 
never succeeded in obtaining facts or dates that 
could be used to advantage. As Prime Minister 
Churchill later stated: “Tt is rather remarkable 
that a secret of this character, which had _ to be 
entrusted from the beginning, to scores, very soon 
to hundreds and ultimately to thousands of people, 
never leaked out’ either in these Islands or the wide 
expanses of the United States.” 


No detail was overlooked that might help con- 
fuse the enemy as to the point of attack. Aerial 
and naval bombardments were directed at areas up 
and down Europe’s 
that the Germans would not be able to figure out 
the actual landing place. Planes were sent over 
neutral countries distant from Normandy so that 
the resultant newspaper headlines would create 
apprehension in Nazi ranks. On the eve of in- 
vasion, Allied leaders even took a leaf from the 
book of the cloak and dagger school of fiction 
writers by sending a double for General Montgomery 
by plane to Gibraltar where he could be observed 
and duly reported to Berlin by Spanish friends of 
the Axis. Then on D-Day, although no real di- 
versionary strikes were attempted, Allied forces 
sought to bring about further confusion by making 
a pretense of heading toward Calais, the Low 
Countries, and Norway. ; 


coasts prior to D-Day in order . 
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All of those Allied feints helped to add to the 
German High Command’s conviction that a series 
of landings would be made on several European 
beaches. Nevertheless, the Nazis had good reason 
to believe that the hardest blows would be struck 
somewhere near the British Isles, for military 
urgency would dictate that the invasion take place 
near the supply bases in England. The exact spot 
on the Channel coast that the Allies would pick, 
however, the Germans could not foretell, and no 
advance concentration of troops was possible under 
the circumstances. Even after the operation began 
in Normandy the Nazi commanders were wary 
about rushing troops to that sector for fear of 
attacks elsewhere, 


The Germans had many opportunities for mis- 
calculations concerning the Allied strategy, and 
their percentage of error was surprisingly high. 
They were slow to realize that only one landing 
was included in the plan for the northern invasion. 
They failed to guess the time and place of attack. 
They bungled badly in their preparations for re- 
sistance. Hanson W. Baldwin, in the October, 1944, 
issue of Foreign Affairs, put much of the blame on 
the Nazi’s commander in France: “Marshal von 
Rundstedt . . . had had two years to strengthen 
the defenses of the French coast, and yet until 
Marshal Erwin Rommel’s inspection in the winter 
of 1943-44 many obvious measures of defense were 
not taken. At the time of the invasion, the beach 
and coast defenses had been considerably improved 
since the winter, and troops had been shifted to 
the Normandy region. Fortifications were still in 
progress; in one 500-yard strip of beach this cor- 
respondent saw three heavy reenforced concrete 
casements still under construction, and in numerous 
pastures ‘Rommel’s asparagus’—heavy wooden 
posts up-ended in the earth to prevent airborne 
landings—were in course of installation.” 

The date of D-Day would have been difficult for 
Marshal von Rundstedt to predict since General 
Eisenhower himself was undecided. The Allied 
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The decision was not an easy one. The fore- 
casters gave no promise of improved weather con- 
ditions for June 6. In response to an inquiry about 
the possibility of a change, the conscientious 
weatherman replied: “To answer that question 
would make me a guesser, not a meteorologist.” 
Eisenhower then had to act as chief guesser and 
had decided that the gamble should be made im- 
mediately rather than risk a postponement of two 
weeks. The great storm that swept the French 
coast from June 19 to June 22, the second period 
of predicted calm, made it appear that Fate had 
approved the choice of June 6 for D-Day. 


The weather at the hour of invasion was un- 


favorable to aerial operations and the Channel was 
choppy, but both the air and naval forces rose to 
the occasion and performed their assigned tasks 
almost on schedule. The time chosen for the land- 
ings caught the Germans by surprise, for the first 
assaults began four hours before the high tide that 
had always been deemed essential. Minesweepers 
were able to feel their way to the shore better at 
low tide, and ship crews were better able to see and 
avoid the obstacles planted in the water by the 
Germans. 


Captain Harry Butcher reports that Nazi of- 
ficers captured after D-Day admitted that the day 
and hour selected for the offensive were totally 
unexpected. The Germans had assumed that the 
exposure of the underwater barriers at low tide 
would forestall an attack at such an hour. More- 
over a captive German meteorologist told that he 
had advised his superiors that invasion for several 
days after June 4 would be impracticable because 
of bad weather. That forecast had led to the grant- 
‘ing of short leaves to German officers who were, 
therefore, absent from their divisions on D-Day. 
One advantage enjoyed by the Allies on June 6, it 
is clear, was that the enemy was not on the alert 
against attack. 


The armada that made the Channel crossing was 
larger than any other previously assembled, but 
not all of the superlatives used in describing it are 
justified. 
only 750 the number of vessels employed in the 
invasion of Sicily, an increase scarcely commen- 
surate with the greater dangers involved. The 
800 fighting craft on hand for D-Day, moreover, 
scarcely equalled in power the fleet used the previ- 
ous February in taking Kwajalein in the Marshalls. 
Fifteen battleships had been at Kwajalein while 
only 12 ranged the invasion coast of Normandy, and 
three American battleships that took part in the 
Norman operations were among the oldest in the 
United States Navy, the Arkansas, the Texas and 
the Nevada. 

The naval strength, of course, was entirely ade- 
quate, for the plan of attack called for most of the 
explosives that hit the French coast to be delivered 
by the air forces. The aerial might the Allies 
unleashed on D-Day was unparalleled. Three thou- 
sand planes took the airborne divisions across to 
Francé, and over 8,000 planes of the RAF and the 
Eighth Air Force provided an horizon-wide um- 
brella to cover the navies and the ground troops as 
they approached the alien shore. The Allied fight- 
ers kept all enemy planes grounded, and the bomb- 
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ad ‘beaches with 
for every brigade front of 2,300 


60 heavy 
530 tons of 
yards. — 
- Once the beachheads had been established, the 


_ Navy’s next great task was to land supplies and 


equipment in quantities sufficient to keep the 
armies moving inland. Knowing that the dock 
facilities of a large port city could not be made 
readily available, Allied engineers had worked out 
in advance a scheme for constructing pre-fabricated 
harbors that could be hurriedly put together on the 
French shore. For the first few days breakwaters 
formed by scuttling 60 out-dated ships were the 
only protection for the supply vessels and trans- 
ports as they unloaded their cargoes. Meanwhile 
tugs were busy towing the steel and concrete sec- 
tions of the artificial harbors into position. Great 
caissons and piers weighing thousands of tons were 
brought over and sunk, and on these foundations 
were placed monstrous quays. Within two weeks 
two harbors with pierings as long as those at Dover 
were set up; and just as it appeared that the prob- 
lem had been solved, a storm destroyed one of the 
giant installations. Thereafter, the one artificial 
anchorage had to suffice until Cherbourg fell to 
the Allies. 

Despite the prevailing June gales that slowed 
down Channel shipping, vast amounts of materials 
were landed. By June 17, the British and Americans 
had put ashore, in addition to 589,653 men, a total 
of 89,828 vehicles and 200,000 tons of supplies. The 
loss of one of the artificial harbors had caused the 
vehicle landings to drop 50,000 behind schedule by 
July 2, but after Cherbourg was made serviceable 
that shortage was overcome. On August 12 the 
first of the cross-Channel pipe lines to provide fuel 
for these vehicles was completed. In October, the 
announcement was made that the pre-fabricated 
ports had helped the Allies in the first three months 
after D-Day to perform titanic feats of supply; 
the 2,500,000 troops, the 500,000 vehicles, and the 
17,000,000 ship tons of munitions and materials in 
France were visible evidences of the miracles 
wrought. 


Those were the agencies and their prodigious 
efforts that supported the men who landed in 
France on June 6, 1944. General Eisenhower’s 
order of the day was his final word to the assault 
troops: “You are about to embark on a great 
crusade, toward which we have striven these many 
months. The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving 
people everywhere go with you. In company with 
our brave Allies and brothers in arms on other 
fronts you will bring about the destruction of the 
German war machine, elimination of Nazi tyranny 
over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security 
for ourselves in a free world.” General Montgomery, 
conscious of the gamble involved, quoted Lord 
Montrose: 


“He either fears his fate too much, 
Or his deserts are small, 
That dares not put it to the touch 

To gain or lose it all.” 


President Roosevelt prayed: “Almighty God: Our 
sons, pride of our nation, this day have set upon a 
mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve our Re- 
public, our religion and our civilization, and to set 
free a suffering humanity. Lead them straight and 
true; give strength to their arms, stoutness to their 
hearts, steadfastness in their faith. They will need 
Thy blessings. Their road will be long and hard. 
For the enemy is strong. He may hurl back our 
forces. Success may not come with rushing speed, 
but we shall return again and again; and we know 
that by Thy grace, and by the righteousness of our 
cause, our sons will triumph.” 

The invasion of Normandy started shortly after 
midnight on June 6 when parachute and glider 
troops of three Allied divisions, including the 
American 82nd and 101st Airborne, began dropping 
at the base of the Cotentin Peninsula on which 
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on “Rommel’s asparagus” or other obstacl i : 
their crews were killed or Petar Yet on the 
whole the casualties were lighter than had been 
expected, and the airborne losses were more than 
offset by the confusion that the parachute troops 
threw into the enemy’s ranks. 


At 6:30 in the morning of June 6, the troops 
began wading ashore from their landing craft. The 
British Second Army landed near Caen, while the 
Americans struck at two points near the mouth of 
the Vire River. The eastern point of the American 
attack was labeled “Omaha Beach” and the western 
“Utah Beach.” Only light opposition was en- 
countered by the Fourth Division at Utah Beach, 
but Omaha Beach, dominated by cliffs a hundred 
feet high, was strongly defended. Again the First 
Division drew the difficult assignment of routing 
a well-entrenched enemy, and Omaha Beach fell as 
other Nazi strongholds had to the First’s determined 
advance. The Twenty-ninth Division shared the 
responsibilities and honors with the First. By 
June 12 the British and American beachhead forces 
had joined, giving the Allies control of a stretch 
of the Norman coast 80 miles long. Premier Stalin, 
at last presented with a second front, sent his con- 
gratulations: “The history of wars does not know 
any such undertaking so broad in conception, and 
so grandiose in its scale and so masterly in execu- 
tion.” 


With 16 divisions by that time in France, the 
Allies next could turn to clearing the Germans out 
of the Cotentin Peninsula. While the British at 
Caen fought off any Nazi attempt at reinforcement 
of the beleaguered area, the American Ninth Division 
severed the peninsula with a quick thrust and headed 
north toward Cherbourg. The Fourth and the 
Seventy-ninth Divisions joined the Ninth in the 
fight for the great port city, and on June 27 the 
defenders were compelled to surrender. In praising 
this whirlwind campaign, the London Express gave 
voice to its unstinted admiration: “Americans have 
proved themselves to be a race of great fighters in 
the very front rank of men at arms.” 


Cherbourg was the first major Allied objective 
after D-Day. The capture of this, one of Europe’s 
best seaports, gave the Allies assurance of a distri- 
bution center for supplies from Britain and America. 
German demolition squads, however, had wrecked 
the harbor facilities at Cherbourg just as they had 
at Naples, and with greater effect. Engineers put 
the harbor back in working order, but it was the 
last of August before full use of the port could be 
made. Yet this delay did not nullify the effect 
of the fall of Cherbourg; its capture meant that 
the Allied position in Northern Europe was no 
longer in danger. The beachheads had been de- 
veloped into a second front. 


From the outset, the Allied commanders were 
relieved to find the cost of the invasion in casualties 
was unexpectedly low. Before D-Day spokesmen 
had made gloomy predictions, estimates of the 
losses running into the hundreds of thousands. 
Thousands of men died in storming the Normandy 
beaches but not nearly as many as had been feared. 
The figures given out for casualties to July 20 
included, for the United States, 11,026 killed, 52,669 
wounded, 5,831 missing; for Britain, 5,646 killed, 
' 27,766 wounded, 6,182 missing; for Canada, 919 
killed, 4,454 wounded, 1,272 missing. 

The failure of the two Nazi commanders in 
France, Rundstedt and Rommel, to launch a counter- 
offensive in those first weeks of the invasion was 
one of the surprising developments of the campaign. 
In numbers of men and in amounts of equipment, 
the Germans were clearly superior to the Allies for 
several months after D-Day. Only a month before 
the Anglo-American landings, General Eisenhower’s 
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type of attack with a pilotless — 
jet-propelled plane carrying a heavy explosive. This 
was the Nazis’ long-anticipated secret wea on, the 
V-1—the Vergeltungswaffe or “Vengeance Weapon.” 

hese robot bombs were scarcely secret since Brit- 
ish Intelligence had spotted them in reconnaissance 
photographs and had for more than a year worked 
on a plan of defense. The RAF had devoted a 
great deal of attention during that year to bombing 
the launching sites, and a range finder to direct 
anti-aircraft fire against the speedy robots was 
developed. 


When the attacks finally came, however, a 
hundred of the flying bombs were sent against 
England each day, and no amount of defensive 
effort could ward off all of them. The destruction 
wrought in London and the south of England al- 
most equalled the devastation of the worst days 
of the earlier Battle of Britain. At the end of the . 
first six weeks of the use of the new weapon, 
Winston Churchill announced that 4,735 had been 
killed, 14,000 had been seriously injured, and 17,000 
homes had been destroyed. The casualties continued 
to mount in the months that followed; by the close 
of August more than 1,104,000 homes had been 
razed and the monthly death total among civilians 
had risen above 1,100. 


Then in September the Nazis unveiled another 
terror weapon, the V-2. The V-2 was a flying 
rocket which traveled through the stratosphere and 
hurtled down on its target without warning. Its 
range was much greater than the V-1, and the 
Germans continued to use it even after the landing 
sites in France and the Low Countries had been 
overrun by the Allied armies. The rocket bombs 
did less damage in England than the robots; but 
since no defense against the rockets was possible, 
they caused unequaled anxiety and fear. Yet 
neither V-1 nor V-2 had any consequential effect 
on the course of the war. They only increased the 
British determination to press the war to a bitter-end 
conclusion. 


‘The havoc and dread created by the first flights 
of robots during June and July caused British morale 
to sag lower than it had in two years. Furthermore, 
as July wore on, Britons and the people of all the 
United Nations could not hide their disappointment ~ 
at the apparent stalemate in Normandy. Then on 
July 21 came electrifying news out of Berlin; an 
attempt to assassinate Hitler and overthrow the 
Nazi regime had been made. All Allied troubles 
were temporarily forgotten as spirits rose at the 
portent of a collapse of the German home front. 
Evidences of growing defeatism in Germany had 
been observed for months, and _ this might be the 
beginning of the end. 


The plot had been instigated by a disgruntled 
faction of army officers led by General Ludwig 
Beck, onetime chief of staff of the German army. 
Hitler had gathered with a number of his advisers 
at Berchtesgaden, and one of the plotters, Colonel 
Graf von Stauffenberg, had set off a bomb that had 
exploded only two yards away from the Fuehrer, 
Three among those present had been killed, but 
Hitler escaped with nothing more serious than 
burns on his right arm. The Fuehrer shortly there- 
after broadcast reassurances to his people: “At an 
hour in which the German Army is waging a very 
hard struggle there has appeared in Germany a 
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was given full au- 
y means he saw fit, all 
yalty. Strict censorshi prevailed, 
rs ea Fout of Germany of a blood-letting 
obespierre’s Reign of Terror. The bright 
oct of a widespread revolt dimmed as_ the 
weel sed without further incident. Yet as 
arent Vs words indicate, the Allied world still 
bad hopes: “They missed the old bounder—but 
; there’ s time yet. here are grave signs of weak- 
ness in Germany. They are in a great turmoil inside 
and none can measure the extent.” 


Events were to prove, however, that the Allies 
were to get to Berlin the hard, slow way, on the 
ground. Following the seizure of Cherbourg, the 
Allied forces spent a month of careful probing of 
the enemy’s lines. The ancient hedgerows of the 
Norman farms made excellent defensive bulwarks 
for the Germans, who mounted machine guns behind 
the matted earthen banks. The bitter fighting 
waged to dig the Nazis out of their positions was 
reminiscent of the jungle and cave battles of the 
Pacific islands. Progress was so slow that the 
commanders began to be charged with over-caution, 
an accusation that failed to take into account the 
advantage the terrain gave the defenders and the 
disadvantage the continued stormy skies presented 
to the air forces of the attackers. 


At last on July 25 the weather cleared suf- 
ficiently for the planes to get off the ground. Two 
thousand planes took part in a terrific bombard- 
ment of the German lines; in a single hour the 
Eighth Air Force loosed 3,400 tons and the Ninth 
1.000 tons. After the planes had done their work, 
the artillery further widened the path, and at last 
the tanks and infantry struck hard at the crumbling 
enemy front. Heavy Nazi resistance at Saint Lo 
was finally overcome, and thereupon the American 
attack thundered past Avranches out of Normandy 
and on through Brittany. One spearhead shot 100 
miles across to the Bay of Biscay in four days, 
thus sealing Brittany with its fine ports of Brest, 
Saint Nazaire, Nantes, and Saint Malo off from 
the rest of France. While Nazi garrisons pre- 
pared to hold out as long as possible in the port 
cities, the bulk of the German forces fell back to 
avoid entrapment. 


General Eisenhower and General Bradley raced 
after the retreating German armies rather than 
turn immediately to the task of reducing the 
Breton ports. While the First Army held the line 
in Brittany, the armor of Patton’s Third Army was 
sent out in a wide enveloping sweep toward Paris. 
At the same time Montgomery’s British troops 
lashed out from Caen and began a drive from their 
northern flank position toward the French capital. 
Near Falaise the combined efforts of British and 
American forces were responsible for the partial 
surrounding of the German Seventh Army and the 
inflicting of over 50,000 casualties on the enemy. 
The Nazis at that point began a general retreat. 


With the Germans already reeling, the Allies 
further added to their woes by making new land- 
ings in France, this time on the Mediterranean 
coast. This operation was originally intended to 
be launched simultaneously with the Channel cross- 
ing, but lack of landing craft for two such assaults 
forced a postponement in the south. Another de- 
terrent was the slow progress of Allied arms in 
Italy, for troops had to be withdrawn from that 
front to provide the manpower for the new push. 
Finally all difficulties had been solved; the necessary 
men from Italy and the ships from Normandy had 
arrived, and the mid-August date was set. 


The British entered upon this new venture with 
many misgivings. They felt that a strong drive on 
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: the terrain on “the Ttalian- ; 
presented too many obstacles for a 
quic ‘success. For that reason he held out for the 
invasion of Provence. He pointed out that the 
seizure of Marseilles would give the Allies another 
large port through which American divisions in- 
active at home could be sent against the Germans. 
Churchill to the last offered opposition, and a week 
before the southern landings he argued strongly 
in favor of a switch from Provence to the ports 
of Brittany for the invasion. “Ike said no,” ac- 
cording to the Harry Butcher version, “continued 
saying no all afternoon, and ended saying no in 
every form of the English language at his com- 
mand.” Churchill was so upset that he told Eisen- 
hower that he might have to go to the King and 
“lay down the mantle of my high office.” In the 
end, however, the Supreme Commander had his 
way. 

D-Day for the southern landings was August 
15. For three days the bombers had blown up 
bridges and blasted raads in the Rhone Valley, thus 
isolating the German troops in the coastal area. 
Then a fleet of 1,000 ships bore down upon Provence, 
the naval guns adding their explosives to the over- 
whelming aerial barrage. It was more than the 
thin line of German defenders could stand; with 
only two divisions on hand and without hope of 
reinforcements the Nazis were helpless. No Allied 
operation in Europe met less opposition or won a 
more resounding success than did this opening of a 
fourth front in Southern France. 


Veteran troops from Italian battlefields in the 
Third, the Thirty-sixth, and the Forty-fifth Di- 
visions took part in the first assault on Provence. 
They struck at several points on the 90 miles of 
coastline between Cannes and Toulon and thrust 
far inland from the beaches. By the end of the 
first day they controlled a strip 40 miles long and 
20 miles deep. By the fifth day 100,000 men had 
landed. On the eighth day the Port of Marseilles 
was captured and on the twelfth day a second port 
city, Toulon, was seized. Nice was occupied on 
August 31. Cities that had been expected to hold 
out for months were but weakly defended. The 
demoralization of the Germans in that sector was 
complete. 





General Alexander M. Patch, commander of the 
Seventh Army that had made the Provence land- 
ings, wasted no time in heading his forces up the 
Rhone River Valley. Within six weeks Patch had 
swept 150 miles inland and had captured such 
cities as Avignon, Grenoble, and Lyons. By mid- 
September the Seventh Army had reached the Bel- 
fort Gap and was ready to carry the battle on into 
Germany. With the enthusiastic aid of French 
Maquis, patriotic irregular soldiers, the Seventh 
Army made casualties of more than 60,000 of the 
enemy troops, over half of the Nazi forces in 
Southern France. Even Winston Churchill, who 
had watched the start of the operation from the 
deck of a destroyer, was ready to congratulate 
Eisenhower for insisting on the project. 


As the Second Battle of France broadened from 
its early beachhead phase, General Eisenhower had 
a new rift in Anglo-American relationships with 
which to contend, the problem of supremacy in 
command. According to a prearranged plan the 
overall control in France would be in Eisenhower’s 
hands, and under his leadership, General Mont- 
gomery would command the British Twenty-first 
Army Group and General Bradley the American 
Twelfth Army Group. Because of the small area 
of operations in Normandy, General Eisenhower 
had at first designated Montgomery as the chief 
of all Allied ground forces; but when the Allies 
broke through the bottleneck, Bradley was an- 
nounced in the press as “promoted” to equality 
with “Monty.” Actually no promotion had been 
granted; Bradley was simply taking a_ position 
agreed upon long before D-Day. Yet the British 








conference enlisted the aid of newspaper correspond- 
ents of both countries in quieting the dissension, 
and eventually an official explanation helped to 
clear the atmosphere. 

Petty jealousies between the sensitive peoples of 
the United Nations continued to endanger their 
unity throughout the war. The avoidance of the 
pitfalls of Allied animosities remained one of Eisen- 
hower’s major concerns as long as he held the 
title of Supreme Commander. Any shift in equip- 
ment or troops from one sector to another would 
invariably provoke criticism. Let him send gasoline 
to Montgomery’s forces, and disgusted American 
tank-men would say, “Eisenhower is the best gen- 
eral the British have.” Let him allow more Ameri- 
cans than British to be seen in the newsreel pic- 
tures of the occupation of Paris, and he would be 
accused by Britons of yielding to his national 
prejudices. That Eisenhower came out of the war 
with any scalp left was a tribute to his unfailing 
tact and his genius for management. 


The Allied drive out of Normandy and Brittany 
gathered such irresistible momentum that no com- 
bination of offstage Anglo-American bickering and 
onstage German opposition could bring it to a halt. 
Two great spearheads, each with a head of several 
prongs, thrust toward Paris. In the north Montgom- 
ery sent General Henry Crerar’s Canadian First 
Army and General Sir Miles C, Dempsey’s British 
Second Army forward in the direction of Rouen. 
Farther south Bradley pushed his two American 
armies, General Courtney H. Hodges’ First and 
Patton’s Third, toward Mantes and Fontainebleau. 
The German commander, Gunther von Kluge, con- 
centrated his forces in the north, possibly out of a 
desire to defend the rocket launching sites along 
the coast, and the American advance was phe- 
nomenal, Bradley used Le Mans as a fulerum 
around which to wheel his forces north and east. 
Meanwhile the air arm ravaged Field Marshal von 
Kluge’s supply lines, knocking out in a week’s time 
600 locomotives, 7,000 freight cars, and 10,000 ve- 
hicles. The German retreat became a rout as Allied 
tanks criss-crossed the Nazi ranks, chopped up 
their divisions, and pounded them to pieces against 
the Seine. General Montgomery was so encouraged 
by the heavy German losses that he could not hold 
back an optimistic prediction: “The end of the war 
is in sight.” 

As the Allies approached Paris, the Resistance 
forces of France came out of. their underground 
hiding places to join in the fight for liberation. 
Inside the city the Parisian revolters got completely 
out of hand, and the Germans were unable to sup- 
press them. At the city’s gates Eisenhower ordered 
the Fighting French Second Armored Division, com- 
manded by General Jacques Leclerc, to lead the 
way into the caiptal. The triumphant entry into 
Paris on August 25 touched off a wild celebration 
that came to a climax the following day as General 
de Gaulle led the jubilant French in a procession to 
Notre Dame. “We will not rest,” said De Gaulle, 
“until we march, as we must, into enemy territory 
as conquerors. France has a right to be in the first 
line among the great nations who are going to 
organize the peace and the life of the world.” No 
one bothered to notice that while these great events 
were taking place, Henri Petain and his collabora- 
tionist advisers were being whisked out of Vichy 
by the Nazis and taken to Morvillars on the Swiss 
border. Vichy died as Paris was reborn. 

The Second Battle of France was soon over. The 
Allied columns streamed across the Seine after the 
retreating Germans. Battlefields of the First Battle 
of France and of wars past again were blood- 
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and the Mose 
September 15 six Allied armies stood before the _ 
Siegfried Line guarding the borders of Ge i 

In their retreat from France, the Nazis left 
behind countless casualties and tremendous stores 
of equipment. Two weeks before France had been 
cleared, General Eisenhower made public the Allied 
estimate of enemy losses. A total of 3,545 German 
planes had been destroyed, two-thirds of them in 
the air and the remainder on the ground. Enemy 
tanks knocked out or captured numbered 1,300, 
transport vehicles 20,000, guns 2,000. The figure 
for Nazi dead and wounded was placed at 200,000 
and for prisoners taken captive another 200,000. 
By November 1 these estimates had been boosted to 
600,000 for prisoners and to 1,000,000 for the grand 
total of casualties. Twenty enemy infantry divisions 
and five armored divisions were declared to have 
been shattered, and 12 additional infantry and six 
other Panzer divisions were announced as “badly 
cut up.” Four more divisions isolated in the Breton 
ports brought the total of infantry and Panzer | 
divisions destroyed or badly battered to 47. Among 
the Nazi generals killed was Field Marshal Erwin 
Rommel, the erstwhile “Desert Fox,” who was re- 
ported to have died of wounds inflicted by a swoop- 
ing fighter pilot. 


As the Battle of Germany began in the west, 
General Eisenhower made one more Allied attempt 
to capitalize on the rumored unrest within the 


Reich. In a proclamation to the German people 
he declared: “We come as conquerors but not as 
oppressors. . . . We shall overthrow the Nazi rule, 


dissolve the Nazi party and abolish the cruel, op- 
pressive and discriminatory laws and institutions 
which the party has created. We shall eradicate 
that German militarism which has so often dis- 
rupted the peace of the world.” The German people, 
however, paid no heed; even in the face of invasion 
and defeat the Nazis reigned supreme on the home 
front. 


A spectacular maneuver seeking a swift access 
into Germany by outflanking the Siegfried Line 
was launched on September 17. In the hope of 
catching the enemy still out of breath from the 
run across France, airborne landings behind the 
Nazi lines were made in Holland just beyond the 
German city of Cleve where the Siegfried Line 
came to its northern end. The same three divisions 
that jumped on D-Day, the American 82nd and 
101st and the British First, by that time formed 
into the First Allied Airborne Army under General 
Lewis H. Brereton’s command, made the landings 
in Holland. The plan was for the paratroopers to 
disorganize the enemy’s rear and to seize bridges 
that could be used by General Dempsey’s British 
Second Army in swinging around the Siegfried 
Line and on into the Ruhr Valley of Germany. 
General Brereton gave his men a view of their role 
with these words: “On the success of your mission 

. rests the difference between a quick decision 
in the west and a long-drawn-out battle.” 


The jump into Holland started out auspiciously, 
but the Germans rallied in time to bring the move 
for a “quick decision” to an abrupt halt. The 
Americans accomplished their purposes at Eindhoven 
and Nijmegen and at the latter city seized a key 
bridge before it could be blown up by the Nazis. 
At Arnhem, the most advanced and therefore the 
most dangerous objective, the British First Airborne 
was met with deadly enemy resistance. The Allied 
strategy had called for a junction of Dempsey’s 
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and 
the tattered remnants 
; Airborne Division slipped 
man lines, but of the 8,000 para- 
rs that jr Pe on September 17 only 2,000 
e out alive. The Nazis had held securely to 
e northern anchor of their West Wall. 

The failure to outflank the Siegfried Line 
caused the Allies to resort to a frontal assault in 
an effort to smash through into Germany. From 
Arnhem to Belfort artillery barrages hammered at 





the concrete defenses, but no breach wide enough 


to allow the passage of an army could be quickly 
made. The major Allied efforts were made at 
Aachen and at Metz. An attack by the First Army 
on Aachen on October 2 finally was rewarded with 
success; after three weeks of bitter struggle Aachen, 
better known to Americans by its French name of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, fell and thereby became the first 


large German city to be captured by the Americans. 


At Metz Patton and his Third Army were slowed 
down to a yard-by-yard walk. As winter’s bad 
weather closed in, it became plain that the Allied 
hope for a decision in 1944 would have to wait. 


The Allies by scoring one of the smashing vic- 
tories of modern history in the Second Battle of 
France completed the process of pushing the for- 
gotten battlefront in Italy into the background. 
There the United States Fifth Army and the British 
Eighth Army continued to wage their luckless cam- 
paign against Kesselring’s forces. The contrast 
between the successes in France and the failures 
in Italy during 1944 merely served to emphasize 
the turnabout in Allied strategy since the invasion 
of Sicily. From an original plan to drive the Ger- 
mans out of the peninsula, the Allies had clearly 
changed their concept to the use of Italy as an area 
of diversion. In its diversionary aspect, at least, 
the campaign was successful, for thousands of Nazis 
were held in Italy that might have been used to 
better advantage on other fronts. According to 
General Alexander, the Nazis on November 1 had 
28 divisions engaged along their Gothic Line. More- 
over, with 200,000 already lost in the defense of 
Italy, the Germans were paying a heavy price for 
attempting to hold their Fortress Europe intact. 


The August invasion of Southern France by the 
Seventh Army and the subsequent push up the Rhone 
for a time gave Alexander hope that Kesselring 
might deem it wise to withdraw from Italy. Com- 
munications between the German armies in France 
and those in Italy were severed by the seizure of 
the Rhone Valley, and the capture of Nice on August 
81 threatened Kesselring’s rear. Yet the German 
commander coolly held his ground, a decision that 
proved sound when the Allies demonstrated no 
inclination to strike into Italy from France. The 
Belfort Gap, of course, was the objective of the 
Seventh Army not the Po Valley. 


At times in September and October, the British 
and American troops seemed about to crack the 
Gothic Line. A deep hole was punched in its de- 
fenses at Pesaro, and minor gains were registered 
at the eastern and western extremities of the penin- 
sula-wide front. In late September General Mark 
Clark’s Public Relations Officer announced that the 
Americans had smashed through the Gothic Line 
by crossing the Apennines above Bologna, and the 
American press began to talk of liquidating the 
Germans in Italy. “For Field Marshal Albert 
Kesselring the end of his long, skillful campaign 
in Italy was now in sight,” reported Time for Oc- 
tober 2, 1944. “The only possible salvage still open 
to him was to withdraw his small army successfully 
to the fierce crags of the Dolomites, which form a 
better defense line than any he has held heretofore. 
There, on the frontier, he should be able to keep 
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_ While the Fifth Army had “aie a vietory before 
the German defense line, taking in the process 
10,000 prisoners, the communique describing the 
battle as a breakthrough proved to be without 
foundation. Again General Clark found himself in 
the hot waters of the home front. The New York 
Herald Tribune charged that Clark’s headquarters 
was giving out,stories of advances that were not 
supported by the facts. The army newspaper 
Stars and Stripes added its voice against the wish- 
ful thinking in official dispatches: ‘Why has the 
Fifth Army advance been slowed down to the same 
grudging advance of hill to hill—when a break- 
through of the Gothic Line had definitely been 
claimed? That is the question being heard from 
armchair strategists and also from frontline fighters 
who could not help but be amazed when they 
read: Fifth Army Cracks Gothic Line Defense.’ ” 


Actually a more promising dent in the German 
front was made by the British at Rimini at the 
eastern end of the line. The city was captured 
but the expected debouch into the plains of the Po 
Valley failed to materalize. The Nazis fought 
back and with the aid of winter rains brought the 
drive to a standstill before level country could be 
reached by the Allies. Kesselring’s resistance was 
so determined that it seemed that he felt that the 
fate of Germany was being decided at the Gothic 
Line rather than at the West Wall. Why did the 
Germans hold on in Italy when the need for troops 
in the homeland had reached the desperation stage? 
Time for November 138, 1944, gives this summary 
of General Alexander’s reply to that question: 
“(1) for prestige—Italy, a former ally, is the 
major territory outside Germany that is still held; 
(2) for morale—further retreat would affect the 
home front; (3) for supply—the industries of 
north Italy are still useful.” 


Conferences between the United States, Great 
Britain, and the Soviet Union in the months before 
D-Day had resulted in agreements which guaranteed 
the coordination of attacks upon the Third Reich. 
Simultaneous with the opening of the new front 
in Normandy the Russians were to begin a drive, 
thus leaving to the Germans the problem of de- 
ciding whether the blows from the east or the west 
presented the greater danger. The week after 
D-Day the Red Army launched its summer offen- 
sive. . 


At first the Russian attacks were a disappoint- 
ment to many of the Americans and the British. 
The Red Army struck in full strength and with all 
its demonstrated power, but the direction its drives 
took was a surprise to Anglo-American observers. 
Instead of heading straight across Poland to Berlin, 
the Russians struck in the north at Finland and in 
the south in the Balkans. Only when the German 
flanks were rolled back to the satisfaction of the 
Russians did they begin their blows at the center 
of their line in Poland. 


. The initial Soviet attack on June 12 was directed 
at Finland. By the end of the month the Red Army 
had overrun the fortress city of Viborg and had 
gained control of the Leningrad-Murmansk Railroad. 
Then the Russians began a furious campaign to 
drive the Germans out of White Russia, almost the 
only area in the Soviet Union still under Nazi 
control. First Vitebsk and then the other Soviet 
cities held by the Germans fell; the last Nazi strong- 
hold in White Russia, Minsk, was taken over by the 
Reds early in July. Vilna, in Lithuania, was cap- 
tured on July 14, Brest-Litovsk in Poland was 
seized on July 28. On August 1 the Red Army 
plunged to the Baltic at the Gulf of Riga in Latvia, 
cutting off large German forces in Latvia and 
Estonia. By August 10 the hard-driving columns 
of General Ivan Chernyakhovsky had reached East 
Prussia, and the armies of Marshal Konstantin 
Rokossovsky and Marshal Ivan Konev were crossing 
the Vistula only 60 miles from Warsaw. From 
Vitebsk to the Vistula the Russians had covered 





ont, except on- 
ported Time for July 31, 1944. “The : 
tossed about and swallowed like debris in a t 
wave.” As in the west the Germans brought this 
over-optimism up short by staging an effective 
counterattack that slowed down the Russian drives. 
Panzer assaults before Warsaw stopped the Reds 
short of the Polish capital, and heavy blows by the 
Germans at Riga drove back the Soviet forces and 
permitted the reestablishment of communications 
with the trapped Nazi divisions in Latvia and 
Estonia. The Wehrmacht had not disintegrated. 


The Soviet armies, stalled in the north, next 
opened a Balkan offensive. On August 20, Gen- 
eral Rodion Malinovsky and General Fedor Tolbuk- 
hin led their armies across Bessarabia in Rumania 
and gave the German and Rumanian forces there a 
demonstration of the Russian style of blitzkreig, 
Within a week the Red armies advanced 125 miles 
and killed or captured some 300,000 of the enemy. 
It was more than the Rumanians could stand, and 
they began to surrender by the thousands. There- 
upon the Rumanian government begged for an 
armistice, only to be met by this reply from Mos- 
cow: “The help of the Rumanian Army to the Red 
Army in the liquidation of German troops is the 
only means of speedily .. . concluding an armistice 
between Rumania and the Allies.” In spite of the 
Berlin radio’s outeries against “treason” and “per- 
fidy,” the Rumanians turned one of the war’s many 
political somersaults by declaring war on the ally 
at whose side they had fought for nearly three 
years. Hostilities between Rumania and the Allies 
then came to an end. 


Together the Russians and the Rumanians fought 
their way into Bucharest. The Nazis before with- 
drawing from the Rumanian capital vented their 
rage against their erstwhile ally by attempting to 
tear the city apart. At the Ploesti oilfields they 
did comparable damage, an action which of course 
could be justified on the grounds of military neces- 
sity. In running the Germans from Rumania, the 
Reds smashed nearly 20 divisions that Hitler could 
ill afford to lose, turned 25 Rumanian divisions into 
enemies of the Reich, deprived the Nazis of an 
important source from which to replenish their 
dwindling supply of oil, and paved the way for 
drives that were to force the Germans out of the 
Balkans. 


No sooner had Rumania deserted the Germans 
than another Nazi satellite let it be known that it 
too wanted to get out of the Axis camp. Bulgaria’s 
Premier Ivan Bagrianoff spoke out even before 
Rumania had quit: “The majority of the Bul- 
garian people never wanted to interfere in a large- 
scale conflict between great powers. The govern- 
ment declares it fully recognized this. It is de- 
termined to remove all obstacles that stand in the 
way of the Bulgarian people’s love for peace.” As 
a first step, 12 Bulgarian divisions that had helped 
the German war machine in Greece and Yugoslavia 
were called home. To demonstrate that no half- 
way measures would suffice, Russia acted to force 
Bulgaria to make a decision by issuing a declara- 
tion of war against her. The Bulgarian government 
knowing that the price of an armistice with Russia 
was a complete switch in allegiance pondered only 
three days before proclaiming itself in a_ state 
of war with Germany. For one wild day, the Bul- 
gars found themselves at war with both the Allies 
and the Axis, but at last the peace arrangments 
were completed with the Soviet Union. Bulgaria 
had joined Rumania in the Allied fold. 


When on September 3, Finland followed the 
example of Rumania and Bulgaria and made peace 
with Russia, in all Europe only Hungary was left 
as a Nazi ally. The misguided decision of Admiral 
Horthy to adhere to the German alliance was a 
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Tito’s Partisan forces, and then 2 sa 
ward. Next General Ivan Petroff OV 
Czechoslovakia and pushed past Hungary’s eas ye’ 
frontier. Thus the Carpathian Mountain be er was: 

completely outflanked, and the plains of Hungary 
offered ready access into the interior. Only the 
heavy rains that turned the lowlands into a sea of. 
mud provided any effective resistance to the two- 
pronged Soviet advance. In October it was Ad- 
miral Horthy’s turn to seek a truce with Russia, 
but his appeal to the Allies was blocked by the 
Nazis; they seized Horthy and hustled him off to 
a German prison. A Berlin-controlled regime car- 
ried out German orders in Hungary until the walls 
of Budapest began to give way in January, 1945; 
then at last a new Hungarian government was 
granted an Allied armistice upon accepting an agree- 
ment that Magyar divisions would be furnished for 
the final blows against Germany. The Drang nach 
Osten had been completely reversed. 7 


When Premier Bagrianoff spoke of Bulgaria’s | 
desire to cut its ties with Hitler and hop on the 
Allied band wagon, he used these significant words: 
“This war will certainly end with a large-scale social 
organization of mankind, both horizontally and 
vertically. It will end with certain achievements 
as far as the form of government is concerned ... 
will lead to .the strengthening of the democratic 
concept . . . to more political freedom for the in- 
dividual. It will end with achievements in the 
economic field that will reduce the exploitation of 
man by man.” This unmistakable overture to Rus- 
sia showed a willingness to adopt communism in 
some form if only the Russian armies would spare 
the Bulgarian people. The effect of the whole great 
Soviet southern drive, as a matter of fact, was to 
give Russia a dominance in the Balkan Peninsula 
that was political as well as military. <A display 
of armed might had enabled the Soviet Union to 
realize an ambition cherished by Russians for cen- 
turies: ready access to the open waters of the 
Mediterranean. 


Great Britain, the long-standing opponent of 
Russian power in the Balkans and the Eastern 
Mediterranean, as an ally of the Soviet Union was 
in no position to speak out against this upset to 
British diplomacy. That the Empire of Disraeli 
and Churchill would be heard from in its own good 
time no one doubted. Britain’s perennial concern 
with Balkan matters was demonstrated in the 
autumn of 1944 when British troops landed in 
Greece, ostensibly to bring aid to Greek guerrillas 
who had arisen against the Germans. The British, 
however, stayed to participate in a controversy 
between rival Greek factions, a controversy that 
grew so violent and bloody that pitched battles in 
Athens brought back memories of the days of war 
against Germany and Italy. While critics in Eng- 
land and America voiced their displeasure at “power 
politics,” Churchill pursued a course he admitted 
was intended to put an anti-communistic party in 
control in Greece. This was Churchill’s way of 
saying that Britain’s interest in the Balkans and 
the Mediterranean had not waned. The Balkans, 
as an area of tension, could not even stay quiet 
until World War II was won. 


A similar clash between 
policy was revealed when the Red Army began its 
Polish offensive against the Germans. As _ the 
Reds advanced into Poland, they let it be known 
that they had no intention of doing business with 
the British-recognized Polish government in exile. 


British and Soviet 
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Warsaw and joined in the 
tion; under General Tadeusz Ko- 
ho had adopted the nom de guerre of 
the Poles struggled for 63 days 
to oust the Nee The Russians meanwhile brought 
eir Warsaw drive to a halt and refused to move 
o the aid of General Bor. Bor and his partisans, 
rasaw coldly explained, had been “foully deceived 
y a group of adventurous and political speculators 
of London emigre governments,” and consequently 
the blame for failure of the abortive uprising must 
fall upon the anti-communistic policies of the Brit- 
ish-sponsored group. Public clamor in England 
finally aroused Churchill enough to send some help; 
British planes flew from Italy with supplies for 
Warsaw’s patriots that might have been delivered 
from. Russian airports. This little aid arrived too 
late, however, and General Bor was compelled to 
yield. Thousands of Poles had died in a second 
heroic Battle of Warsaw with nothing but a ruined 
city to show for their sufferings. 






The blame for this whole painful episode cannot 
altogether be placed at Moscow’s door. Russia’s 
military leaders insisted that they could not make 
a frontal assault on Warsaw until they had freed 
their flanks of the danger of German attack. This 
claim is borne out by Russia’s subsequent difficulty 
in taking Warsaw, for three months were to pass 
-after General Bor’s surrender before the Red 
Armies fought their way into the Polish capital. 
Yet Soviet spokesmen could not deny that their 
press and radio had exerted a great deal of time 
in an effort to discredit General Bor. Nor could 
they deny that Russia had withheld help from the 
partisans until after the long journeys of British 
airmen from Italy had made it embarrassing to 
delay longer. Nor could they deny that the aid 
granted was in no way commensurate with the 
Russian capacity to give. Russians charged that 
the upsurge of the Warsaw underground had been 
prompted by a desire to take from the Soviet the 
credit for the city’s liberation. The Americans and 
British, however, had not allowed such fears to deter 
them from driving on into Paris; there the Maquis 
had claimed the victory, but the Allied leaders in 
France had been undisturbed. The Russians had 
won enough glory to be able to share a little of it 
with the Poles. In all the Warsaw tragedy one 
point is clear: had the Reds wanted to aid General 
Bor as much as he wanted to aid them, the Soviet 
contribution to the city’s capitulation would had 
been considerably greater in August and September 
than it was. In that case the second Battle of 
Warsaw could have had a different ending. 


So sweeping were the Allied victories in 1944 
that the people of the United Nations began to 
think in terms of victory only, and they were wholly 
unprepared, therefore, for any setback that might 
be sustained. In the United States, plans had al- 
ready been made for a reconversion to peacetime 
production, and workers in war plants were begin- 
ning to switch to jobs in factories turning out civilian 
goods. These sanguine expectations were kindled 
by governmental spokesmen and military command- 
ers who spoke glibly of a German collapse before 
Christmas. Warning had been served by the Nazis 
at Arnhem that they were by no means on the verge 
of collapse, but that lesson had not been heeded. Now 
as 1944 drew to a close Allied overconfidence was 
given a hard jolt by a stunning German counter- 
attack on the western front. 
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orth was. Monngenieey's Brite 
7-fir t Army Group, composed of Crerar’s 
lian First Army and Dempsev’s British Second 
the center was Bradley’s American 
Twelfth Army Group, consisting of General William 
H. Simpson’s newly formed Ninth Army, Hodges’ 
First Army, and Patton’s Third Army; and in the 
south was Devers’ Sixth Army Group, composed 
of Patch’s American Seventh Army and General 
Jean de Lattre de Tassigny’s French First Army. 

Fifty-seven divisions grouped in seven armies 
might seem to be a formidable array of military 
strength, but, contrary to the complacent public 
opinion nutured by the press, the Allied units were 
thinly stretched along the West Wall. Marshal 
Foch in 1918 had at his disposal 220 divisions and 
had shorter and far less powerful enemy lines to 
face. General Eisenhower and his subordinate 
commanders, confronted by 70 German divisions 
firmly planted in their Siegfried Line, were able 
to achieve numerical superiority only by concen- 
trating their forces in certain areas for attack 
purposes, leaving other points inadequately manned. 
Consequently, when in November and December of 
1944 a build-up in the northern sector before 
Cologne was attempted by the Allies, they chose to 
leave only a small force in the Ardennes Forest, 
a region both mountainous and wooded and regarded 
as an improbable area for action in winter. 


Nevertheless the Ardennes was for Field Mar- 
shal Gerd von Rundstedt a favorite battleground, 
for it had been in that area that he had outflanked 
the Maginot Line in 1940. There again on Decem- 
ber 16, 1944, he launched an offensive against the 
Allies that seemed at first destined to develop into 
another general battle for France. “Your great 
hour has struck,” he told the Wehrmacht. “Strong 
attacking armies are advancing against the Anglo- 
Americans. I do not need to say more to you. You 
all feel it. Everything is at stake. You bear the 
holy duty to .... achieve the superhuman for our 
Fatherland and our Fuehrer.” In their “great 
hour” the Germans scored a breakthrough by over- 
running the American 106th Division, an untried 
unit which had been assigned to that “quiet” sector 
to get front line experience. Two-thirds of the 
infantry components of the 106th Division were 
lost, most of them taken prisoner. 





The objective of Von Rundstedt in this winter 
counteroffensive is still a matter of dispute. His 
words “Everything is at stake” led some to decide 
that this was an end-all campaign, the long-delayed 
stroke that would seek to push the Allies into the 
waters of the Channel. The German plan, however, 
scarcely embraced any intention of a new Schlieffen 
envelopment of the Allied armies in France. From 
the number of divisions Von Rundstedt employed 
he appears to have sought to upset and delay any 
attack on Germany from the west by forcing the 
Allies to change from an offensive to a defensive 
strategy. German reconnaissance had brought him 
information on the imminence of Allied attacks; by 
attacking first and catching the Allies off their 
guard he would be able to gain time. Time in the 
west meant Nazi divisions saved for a defense 
against the Russians. 


Von Rundstedt’s initial breakthrough achieved 
the shock and surprise he had wished. He drove 
through the front of Hodges’ First Army and so 
split it that Eisenhower had to make a hasty re- 
arrangement in command. The elements of the 
First Army north of the Nazi spearhead were 
assigned to Montgomery and those to the south 
were left under Bradley’s control, and not until 
the German bulge in the Allied front had been 
eliminated did the army groups return to normal. 
Further confusion was thrown into Allied ranks by 
the dropping of Nazi parachutists dressed in 
American uniforms behind the First Army’s lines. 
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were expressed for the lives of Eisenhower and 
some 150 other important officers, stories being 
circulated that trained German troops had been 
dropped where they could stalk and shoot the k se 
leaders. General Eisenhower was heavily guarded. 


The Supreme Commander, however, refused to 
share in the prevailing gloom. Captain Butcher 
reports in these words Eisenhower’s reaction to the 
“Battle of the Bulge” while it was at its height: 
“Over all, he felt that the situation was well in 
hand; that there was no need for alarm; that he 
and his senior commanders had taken prompt steps 
to meet what he figured was the Germans’ dying 
thrust, and if we would be patient and the Lord 
would give us some good flying weather, all would 
be well and we would probably emerge with a 
tactical victory. He added that it is easier and 
less costly to us to kill Germans when they are 
attacking than when they are holed up in concrete 
fortifications in the Siegfried Line, and the more 
we can kill in their present offensive, the fewer 
we will have to dig out pillbox by pillbox.” 


Von Rundstedt used three columns in his counter- 
thrust.. The northernmost column struck through 
St. Vith toward Liege and Antwerp; another in the 
center reached out for Bastogne; and the southern 
spearhead stabbed at Sedan. Sedan was never in 
actual danger, for the Nazi attack in that direction 
was soon blunted, but Liege and Bastogne were 
held only by heroic stands by American forces. The 
high tide of the Nazi offensive was reached be- 
tween December 18 and December 21. During that 
period the Germans had punched a hole 50 miles 
deep in the American lines; they had by-passed St. 
Vith and Bastogne and seemed ready to take Liege 
and drive on to the Meuse. The American troops, 
many of them worn out from continuous combat 
duty since D-Day, appeared too tired to stop the 
rejuvenated Germans. The Nazis began to talk 
of being in Paris by Christmas. 

Yet the Germans never reached Paris; they were 
not permitted to get so far as the Meuse. “The 
essence of this change,’ T. H. Thomas writes in 
Current History for May, 1945, “was brought about 
by plain fighting—by the way British and Ameri- 
can troops stood up to Von Rundstedt. Their con- 
tribution came at the critical time, when the odds 
were against them. They wrecked the best armored 
troops von Rundstedt could bring into battle. They 
turned the whole German force west of the Rhine 
into an army that knew it was beaten.” 





As soon as the Germans began their advance, 
General Eisenhower moved to check the threat by 
ordering attacks on the flanks of the enemy salient. 
The Seventh Armored Division struck from the 
north, and the Tenth Armored Division pounded the 
southern sector of the bulge. The 101st Airborne 
DiviSion was hastily pulled out of a rest center and 
rushed to Bastogne with orders to hold on until 
General Patton could hurry the Fourth Armored 
Division northward to bring relief. The First 
Division was thrown across the roads to Liege, thus 
blocking the enemy’s path towards its principal 
immediate objective. 


All of these units gave spectacular demonstra- 
tions of what Thomas called “plain fighting.” The 
Seventh Armored Division compelled the Germans 
to engage in a protracted struggle for St. Vith, 
thus checking their breakthrough just as it was 
gathering speed. The 101st Airborne, although sur- 
rounded, refused the Nazi demand for surrender 
by sending back a reply in classic American: “Nuts!” 
The First Division stood for eight days against the 


German Armored thrust at Liege and thereby 
saved that key city. The Fourth Armored Division 
raced through Luxembourg in record time, and at 
full speed charged into the Nazis at the Bastogne 
bastion. To complete Von Rundstedt’s discomfiture 
the weather cleared on December 21, and for the 
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Let everyone hold before him a single thot 7 
destroy the enemy on the ground, in the air, every A 
where—destroy him!” : a 

The Battle of the Bulge, which continued until 
February 1, 1945, as the Allies battered at the 
Nazi salient, was for the Germans a limited Speer 
The American losses alone numbered nearly 100, 
dead, wounded, or captured. The German casualty 
figures had gone above 100,000, but Von Rundstedt 
had relieved the pressure against the northern end 
of the Siegfried Line and had delayed the Allied 
offensive on the western front. Thereafter 20 Nazi 
divisions could be withdrawn from the West Wall to 
face the Russians, who had begun another massive 
drive in mid-January. The Ardennes campaign had 
thrown the Americans and the British out of gear, 
and they were unable to get moving again for nearly 
two months. Yet once a western offensive was 
launched, the Germans were forced to surrender 
within six weeks. The Von Rundstedt push toward 
the Meuse proved to be as Eisenhower had said a 
“dying thrust.” 
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The Ardennes breakthrough, fortunately for the — 
Allies, had only in part disrupted their supply sys- 
tem, and the flow of goods to the fronts was there- 
after speeded up to overcome the losses. Despite 
the lack of harbors, the supply services equalled 
their matchless D-Day performance by maintaining 
a continuous stream of war materials over supply 
lines that rapidly lengthened as the armies moved 
away from the coasts farther into the center of 
Europe. “What was more,” Time for September 25, 
1944, recorded, “the supplies closely followed the 
slashing, wheeling, speeding columns of Allied tanks 
and infantry via plane, truck, pipeline and rail- 
road. ... This miracle was in the American tradi- 
tion, a tradition the Germans have never really 
understood. It was begotten of a people accustomed 
to great spaces, to transcontinental railways, to 
nationwide trucking chains, to endless roads and 
millions of automobiles, to mail order houses, de- 
partment stores and supermarkets; of a nation of 
builders and movers. It was also a miracle in the 
British tradition, begotten of a people who for 
generations have sailed all waters, great and small, 
and delivered their goods to every shore and harbor 
of the world.” 


Irwin Ross, in the June, 1945, issue of Current 
History points out that the overcoming of the 
obstacles in the way of supplying a large mobile 
force deprived as it was of the use of sufficient 
ports was an all-important factor in the ultimate 
Allied victory. This was something on which the 
Germans had not counted; it upset their whole 
plan of defense in the west. “The Germans,” 
writes Ross, “did not stake everything on preventing 
a beachhead, or beating it back once it was estab- 
lished. One of their primary aims was to block our 
flow of supplies, causing our armies to bog down 
and fall easy prey to their counter-attack. To 
accomplish this aim, the Germans tenaciously hung 
on to the continental ports until long after we 
expected to capture them, and then systematically 
destroyed all harbor installations before surrender.” 
Cherbourg, Brest, Le Harve, and Rouen were cap- 
tured between June and September of 1944, but in 
each instance months were needed for the repair 
work to make the harbors ready for use. Antwerp, 
which fell in September, was one port city that the 
Nazis did not have time to destroy. 


When the Allies swept through France, some 
method of systematically moving supplies inland 
had to be arranged. The first solution was the 








motives were moved from England to France, and 
thereafter the railroads took over the major share 
of the task of transportation. By the opening of 
1945 the battle of supply in western Europe had 
been won; over 120,000 tons of materials were 
being moved each day. Men as well as supplies 
were moved to the front, including the new Fifteenth 
Army, commanded by General Leonard T. Gerow. 
All was in readiness for the march on Berlin. 


The final campaign to knock Germany out of 
the war was opened by the Russians on the eastern 
front on January 12, 1945. Near the Vistula south 
of Warsaw, Marshal Koney chose a sector 25 miles 
in length along which to mass thousands of artillery 
pieces, and after directing a withering barrage at 
the enemy, his army was sent through the blasted 
Nazi lines. Simultaneously Marshal Zhukov led an 
army across the Vistula before Warsaw and 
smashed directly toward the city. Two other Soviet 
columns struck north and south of the two main 
points of attack, one in East Prussia and the other 
north of Budapest. It was a crushing onslaught 
on the grand scale. 


This winter offensive produced startling gains, 
with the Russians sweeping all opposition aside as 
they rolled toward the German border. On January 
17, Warsaw, by that time a wasted ghost of a city, 
was captured. On January 19, two other Polish 
cities, Lodz and Cracow, fell to the Soviet forces. 
On January 20, Tilsit in East Prussia fell, and on 
the following day Tannenberg was added to the list 
of Soviet conquests. By the last of January the 
Red Army was in German Silesia, poised on the 
banks of the Oder River. 


In industrial Silesia, second only to the Ruhr 
as a manufacturing center for Germany, Marshal 


Konevy dealt the Nazis a staggering blow. He needed’ 


only a week to sweep through that rich region 
where German defenses and fortifications had been 
considered as strong as any in the Reich. Breslau 
held out until March, but the remainder of Silesia 
fell before Konev’s remarkable drive. Synthetic 
oil plants, munitions works, steel mills, and mines, 
all invaluable to Hitler in his desperate attempt to 
prolong the war, were gathered up by Konev’s 
army. 

By the end of the first week in February, both 
Zhukoy and Konev had driven to the Oder River. 
Since their advance had carried them 225 miles in 
23 days, it was felt that they would pause to re- 
group their forces. They did the unexpected, how- 
ever, by throwing spearheads across the river with- 
out delay, and then by sending their armies over to 
widen the bridgeheads. Between February 6 and 
February 12, the front on the west bank of the 
Oder was lengthened to 100 miles, and the Soviet 
armies moved 50 miles beyond the river. The Rus- 
sians took up the exultant cry Dayosh Berlin, “Give 
us Berlin!” 


Yet Berlin was not to fall to the Russians im- 
mediately. After 275 miles of hard fighting, the 
Red Army was finally brought to a _ standstill. 
Nearly six weeks were needed by Zhukov before he 
could gather his forces for another great drive to- 
ward the center of Germany. After what his men 
had accomplished they deserved a rest. Marshal 
Stalin’s official announcement gives some indication 
of the immensity of their achievements: 800,000 
Germans were reported. killed, and 350,000 were 
claimed as prisoners. 
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ged bombardment by artillery and 
, pushed into Cleve at the northern 
Then on February 23, 
while most of the Nazi armored strength concen- 
trated in the Cleve sector, General Simpson’s Ninth 
Army struck across the Roer River toward Cologne. 
The original plan had called for Simpson’s attack 
to coincide with Montgomery’s, but the Americans 
were delayed for two weeks by the floods in the 
river valley created by the enemy’s cutting of the 
Roer dams. Once started, however, the Ninth Army 
was hard to stop, and by March 6 it had driven 
to the Rhine. 


Meanwhile other of the Allied armies had lunged 
forward. The First Army of General Hodges, 
moving south of the Ninth’s columns, captured 
Cologne on March 6. Patton’s Third Army broke 
into the Saar Basin, seized Trier on March 2, and 
pushed on to Coblenz and the Rhine. Patch’s Seventh 
Army also advanced at the southern end of the 
long front. The air forces, given good flying 
weather for a change, pounded the enemy unceas- 
ingly. The pressure was too great for the Germans, 
and they were forced to abandon the Rhineland. 

Hisenhower’s prearranged pattern for the initial 
drive into Germany had aimed at the destruction of 
a major portion of Von Rundstedt’s army west of 
the Rhine. The enemy, by a hasty withdrawal from 
the Rhineland, prevented the annihilation of the 
Wehrmacht, but the defeat and capture of a con- 
siderable number of the Germans were achieved by 
the converging Allied armies. Patton was sent 
south across the Moselle, and he and Patch closed 
the pincers on the Germans in the Saar, chewing 
two Nazi armies to pieces. While many of the 
Nazis escaped to safety across the Rhine, most of 
the Reich’s armies in the west were knocked out of 
the war. General Eisenhower announced to a press 
conference that the enemy dead and wounded were 
still unreckoned but that 250,000 Germans had been 
taken prisoner before they could evade entrapment. 


The Rhine proved to be no more of an obstacle 
for the Allies in the west than the Oder had been 
for the Russians on the eastern front. On March 8, 
the Ninth Armored Division, one of the advance 
spearheads of the First Army, came upon the Luden- 
dorff railroad bridge across the Rhine at Remagen. 
Determined to seize the bridge intact, the Americans 
raced on to the span and set to work cutting wires 
and detaching detonators connected to the dynamite 
charges prepared by the enemy. German soldiers 
and civilians had gathered to watch the demolition 
of the bridge, but the quick work of the American 
engineers deprived the spectators of their show. 
Some of the explosives caused minor damage, but 
the bridge remained standing. 


This unexpected windfall brought about a hasty 
revision of Allied strategy, for the crossing of the 
Rhine had not been contemplated until after all of 
the Allied armies had been moved up along the 
river’s west bank. Eisenhower, however, directed 
that the seizure of the Ludendorff bridge be fully 
exploited, and Hodges promptly poured five divisions 
over the Rhine. Tanks and trucks and all sorts of 
heavy equipment followed. The bridge at Remagen 
stood only 10 days, finally falling before enemy 
bombardment; but it lasted long enough for the 
Third Army to secure a firm foothold on the 
Rhine’s east bank. Before March Supreme Head- 
quarters had warned the public that a long period 
of preparation would be needed for the Rhine 
crossing, and yet the Remagen bridgehead had 
been established in a few hours. Most of the heroic 
engineers who were repairing the bridge when it 
finally fell were drowned, but they helped make 
possible the crossing of the river at a nominal cost 
in American casualties. 


No immediate attempt was made to break out of 
the Remagen bridgehead. A considerable amount 
of mopping up was still necessary in the Saar 
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when the combined English and American forces 
began the next phase of their campaign on March 
24, they were able to throw pontoon bridges over 
the Rhine and make a _ general river crossing 
from Arnhem to Karlsruhe. The Battle of the 
Rhineland won, the Allies moved on to the Battle of 
the Ruhr. 

The Ruhr offensive was carefully staged by 
General Eisenhower since the seizure of this great 
industrial section was considered: essential to the 
defeat of Germany. So vital was it that without 
the war materials that flowed from the Ruhr the 
Nazi war machine could not hope long to continue 
to function. The complete encirclement of the Ruhr 
was accomplished by columns of the Ninth Army 
which struck from the north and of the First Army 
which swept in from the south, the two armies 
joining at Paderborn in “the largest double en- 
velopment in military history,” to use the words of 
Eisenhower’s chief of staff, General Walter B. 
Smith. Twenty-one Nazi divisions, including a 
total of more than 300,000 men, were wiped out in 
this Ruhr pocket. General Smith’s press confer- 
ence summary indicates the nature of the victory: 
“We have studied the double envelopment from 
-Cannae down through Tannenberg, but never have 
seen anything like this before. I suppose it’s the 
ideal of every military commander someday to 
execute a maneuver of this kind. Nobody ever 
expects to, and now its been done. The result was 
that the German forces on our front which might 
have opposed our further advance were completely 
eliminated.” Perhaps the most remarkable feature 
of this supendous victory had been that it had 
developed according to a blueprint Eisenhower had 
prepared long before. 


Thereafter the Germans were never able to 
establish a stable front in the west. Opposition to 
the Allies was by isolated groups, some of which 
yielded easily while others fought with die-hard 
fanaticism. Montgomery’s Twenty-first Army Group 
cleared most of Holland. Bradley’s Twelfth Army 
Group gathered speed daily as it raced toward the 
next great German river, the Elbe. The First and 
Ninth Armies arrived at the Elbe in mid-April, 
and promptly they threw bridgeheads across the 
river. The Third Army in a sweep to the south 
sped through Baden, Wurttemberg, and Bavaria. 
Included in the bag of German cities were Bremen, 
Hamburg, Frankfurt, Magdenburg, Augsburg, and 
Munich. 


At the Elbe, however, General Eisenhower called 
a halt. Later some American newspapers carried 
stories suggesting that the Supreme Commander 
had stopped the victorious plunge toward Berlin 
because of previous agreements made with the Rus- 
sians. The Red Army wanted the glory and prestige 
that went with the capture of Berlin, it was 
asserted, and consequently Eisenhower had de- 
ferred to the Soviet Union’s wishes. No such ar- 
rangement, however, appears to have been made 
either by military or political leaders. Eisenhower 
had many reasons for stopping at the Elbe: the 
need for regrouping, the problem of straightening 
out supply lines, the dangers of confusion arising 
from a two-sided siege. Since the assault on Berlin 
would have cost many American lives, the criticism 
of the American press seems misplaced in any 
event; Eisenhower could afford to forgo a triumphal 
entry into the German capital if the Russians pre- 
ferred to furnish the troops for the attack. The 
war and the glory had been won before Berlin 
fell, and it mattered little what army made the 
initial march into the city. 


On April 25, the Allied drives from east and 
west across Germany were brought to a climax by 
a junction of the Russians and the Americans near 
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The disintegration of German resistance 
after was incredibly rapid. Rumors that the 
war lords had prepared a “national redoubt” by 
shifting men and materials to the Alpine fastnesses 
of Southern Germany had been in circulation for 
months; and the Allied press had warned the public 
to expect a long “campaign of the pockets” against. 
Nazi fanatics. The charge of the Third Army 
along the Danube toward a junction with the Rus- 
sians and the invasion of Austria from Italy ended 
any plans for a last-ditch stand the Nazis may have 
formulated. The battle of the pockets was never 
fought, for once the surrender of the German armies 
began the collapse became general. 

The mass capitulation began in Italy. Suddenly 
in mid-April the Allied armies in Italy, accustomed 
to measuring progress in yards, began to gather 
momentum as they pushed down from the Apen- 
nines. Once on the plains of the Po Valley, the 
victory offensive swept all German opposition aside. 
Bologna fell on April 21, and the attack became a 
pursuit. Milan was occupied and then Turin, 
Genoa, and Venice. Allied armor reached out 
through the north of Italy to cut off the enemy’s 
lines of retreat, and with that the confused Ger- 
mans lost all their fight. On April 29, General 
Heinrich von Vietinghoff, Kesselring’s successor as 
the German commander, formally surrendered, and 
his army of nearly a million men laid down their 
arms. The Battle of Italy begun three years before 
was at an end. 


The following day, April 30, the Hamburg radio 
made a “grave and important announcement” that 
underlined the German collapse: Adolf Hitler had 
died. The manner in which the Fuehrer met death 
remains a matter of conjecture; the reports emanat- 
ing from Europe variously described cerebral 
hemorrhage, suicide, assassination, and an exploding 
shell as the cause. Hitler’s body was never found, 
and as a consequence many believe that he made 
good his escape. Others, with less reason, think 
that he actually perished in the bomb plot of the 
previous year. Whatever the truth of the mysterious 
passing of Hitler might be, it was certain that as a 
political force he was dead, and his tomb was the 
shambles of his shattered Germany. The regrettable 
feature surrounding his demise, as far as history 
is concerned, is that the way to the writing of a 
new legend was opened by the uncertainties regard- 
ing Hitler’s end. Inevitably Hitler will be “recog- 
nized” in Seattle or Buenos Aires before many 
years, and myths will be perpetuated about him. 
Some double may even make a tour in a side show. 


Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz assumed control 
of Germany upon Hitler’s death and made overtures 
to the western Allies for a surrender. Eisenhower, 
however, refused to listen to the Nazi pleas, insist- 
ing that the Soviet Union be included in all con- 
ferences. While Doenitz delayed, trying to avoid 
yielding to the fearsome Russians, the capitulation 
of the surrounded German armies continued. Berlin 
fell on May 2. On May 4 more than a million Nazi 
troops in Holland, Denmark, and the northwestern 
section of Germany gave up to General Montgomery. 
On the following day several hundred thousand 
yielded to General Devers in Austria. The deaths 
of famous Axis leaders became commonplace: Mus- 
solini was lynched by Italians; Goebbels and Himm- 
ler committed suicide. Doenitz scarcely had any- 
thing left to surrender. 


The German capitulation was signed on May 7. 
A small trade-school building in Rheims, in a France 











war, 
‘i ears, bo Both have 
erhaps any other 
rid. In this hour if can only express 
he victors will treat them with 
y.’ No reply was made. General Smith 
idy given assurance that after the Germans 
bee down their arms that the Allies would act 
in accordance with the dictates of humanity; 
further generosity was not guaranteed. 


The cease-firing order was issued on May 8, 
and that date was generally accepted in the United 
States and England as the concluding day of the 
struggle. Since Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel, 
chief of the German High Command, did not sign 
surrender terms with the Russians until May 9, 
the Soviet Union looks to a different victory date. 
Actually desultory fighting by Nazi units in Czecho- 


appearance of a normal existence. 


‘ comb armies of. weet moved into 

any, a dazed Europe tried to resume some 
At first the 
people could only look with bewilderment at the 
ruins of their civilization. Many noble cities were 
damaged beyond repair. The total of the dead was 
still unreckoned. Europe had experienced many 
wars in its history. Europeans could but wonder 
whether the continent could stand another such as 
the Second World War. 


For Americans too the war in Europe had been 
costly. They had paid heavily with blood and 
dollars for “V-E Day,’ and no amount of victory 
could dim the fact that scores of thousands of 
Americans had lost their lives in defeating Italy 
and Germany. Among the deaths was one that 
occurred in Warm Springs, Georgia, on April 12, 
1945. The New York Post placed this announcement 
at the head of its Army-Navy casualty and next- 
of-kin list for April 138: “Roosevelt, Franklin D., 
Commander in Chief, wife, Mrs. Anna Eleanor 
Roosevelt, the White House.” 


SGHAPTER XLV 


Japan Revisited 


President Harry S. Truman, the successor to 
President Roosevelt, told the American people in his 
V-E Day Proclamation that the defeat of Germany 
was not an occasion for celebration: ‘Much re- 
mains to be done. The victory won in the west 
must now be won in the east. The whole world 
must be cleansed of the evil from which half the 
world has been freed.” The common feeling was 
that prolonged cheering was scarcely in order while 
Americans were dying on Pacific battlefields. The 
nation wasted little time, therefore, in effecting a 
redeployment of troops and interests from Europe 
to Asia. 

While the struggle in Europe had occupied most 
of the attention of military leaders and publicists, 
the Pacific conflict had by no means been neglected. 
The campaign of the islands had produced no single, 
climactic D-Day comparable to Normandy’s, but 
from June 6, 1944, to May 8, 1945, many D-Days 
had come and gone in the Southwest and Central 
Pacific; and the beaches won on those invasion 
days contributed in their smaller way to ultimate 
victory just as surely as did the Utah and Omaha 
Beaches on the other side of the world. The men 
that had engineered the climb up the Solomons and 
the drive through the Central Pacific had not rested 
on their laurels between D-Day and V-E Day. New 
Georgia and Bougainville and Tarawa and Kwaja- 
lein were springboards, not stopping points. 

In the middle of June, 1944, at the very moment 
the Allies were making secure their beachheads on 
the Norman coast, a succession of heavy blows 
began to rain upon the Japanese Empire, attacks 
that were to bring the war into the inner circle 
of Nipponese defenses. It was at that time that 
regular long-range.raids on the Japanese home 
islands began to be made by a new American 
bomber, the B-29 “Superfortress.” The flights of 
these giants of the air carrying huge loads of 
bombs to Japan represented a remarkable advance 

* since that day two years before that Doolittle’s 
planes had made their one raid on Tokyo. The 
Superfortresses heralded the defeat of Japan just 
as surely as the thousand-plane sweeps over Ger- 
many spelled doom to the Third Reich. 
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These great ships of the new United States 
Twentieth Army Bomber Command first flew from 
bases in China, and they selected as their initial 
target Yawata, the “Pittsburgh of Japan,’ home 
of the imperial steel works. The official announce- 
ment described the bombing of Yawata as “accur- 
ate and effective,” but the extent of the damage 
done was unimportant by comparison with the 
experimental values obtained from the attack. After 
Yawata it was known that any other Japanese home 
city could be bombed. Bases closer than the interior 
of China were the only requisites lacking to make 
the Celestial Empire uninhabitable. 


In that same week, the Navy acted to supply 
the longing for an airbase close to Japan. The 
next objective on the Navy’s agenda after the seizure 
of Kwajalein and Eniwetok in‘ the Marshalls was 
Guam, one of the Marianas Islands. Since Guam 
had been American until it was scooped up by the 
Japanese in the early months of the war, the Navy 
had a sentimental as well as a strategic interest in 
repossessing it. Guam is the most southerly of the 
large islands in the Marianas group, Saipan, Tinian, 
Agiguwan, and Rota all lying to the north in the 
direction of Japan. This made it imperative that 
the Navy move in on the northern Marianas first; 
if they were not knocked out, their air strips could 
be used in the defense of Guam. Saipan then was 
selected as the point against which to launch the 
attack. Saipan was only 1,500 miles from Tokyo, 
and the operation was looked upon as a move into 
Japan’s front yard. As one naval officer expressed 
it: “If we can land on Saipan we can land any- 
where there are Japanese.” 


The invasion of Saipan took place on June 15 
after five days of softening of the islands by air 
and naval bombardment. Well-coordinated raids on 
island groups throughout the Pacific helped to keep 
the Japanese guessing as to the point selected for 
a landing, and strikes at islands in the vicinity of 
the Marianas made them virtually isolated during 
the period of the attack. The Fifth Fleet of Admiral 
Spruance, spearheaded by Admiral Mitscher’s Task 
Force 58, had charge of the operation, while Gen- 
eral Holland M. Smith’s Fifth Amphibious Corps 













ee 
made the landings. G« 
troops from General : 
Marine Division and General 
Fourth Marine Division. The / 
seventh Division, commanded by — 
Smith, was held in reserve. ; 
The southwest corner of Saipan was selected 
for the landings, and the first waves of invaders 
got ashore without undue trouble; but stubborn 
resistance from the Japanese developed when the 
Marines began to push inland from the beaches. 
The Twenty-seventh Infantry Division, therefore, 
was sent ashore much sooner than had been expected. 
What followed proved to be the bloodiest fighting in 
the Pacific since Tarawa. Nearly four weeks were 
needed to rout the Japanese from the caves and 
underground hideouts that honeycombed the island. 
Not until after the last mountain and ravine had 
been cleared of all the die-hard defenders, who 
again engaged in a final banzai death charge, 
could Saipan be considered as safely won. The 
Japanese commanding officer, Admiral Chuichi 
Nagumo, who had been at the head of the fleet that 
bombed Pearl Harbor, committed suicide, and his 
example was followed by many among the civilian 
inhabitants of the island. The Americans counted 
3,426 killed and 13,099 wounded, while Japanese 
casualties included 29,747 killed or captured. — 


The battle for Saipan was marked by a change 
of command during the heat of the fighting that 
was provocative of speculation and criticism. The 
Army’s General Ralph Smith was relieved of his 
command over the Twenty-Seventh Division upon 
orders of General Holland Smith of the Marines. 
From the conflicting versions of the incident given 
out by the Army and the Marine Corps, it appears 
that General Ralph Smith’s cautious tactics wore 
upon “Howlin’ Mad” Smith’s nerves and brought 
about a change in generals. The basic issue of 
whether the hard-driving of the Marines was more 
wasteful of men than the slower methods of the 
Army still remains a matter of debate. The Smith 
versus Smith affair simply bore witness to the 
friction existing between the various branches of 
the military establishment. 

From Saipan the Second and Fourth Marine 
Divisions moved to nearby Tinian. Landings were 
made on the northern end of the island on July 24, 
and by August 1 the troops had worked their way 
to the southern coast. During that week 314 Ameri- 
cans were killed and 1,515 wounded. Enemy 
casualties were reported to be 6,939 dead and 500 
captured. Most important was the acquisition of 
the elaborate Ushi air base used by the Japanese 
hitherto as a stepping stone to the south, but there- 
after available for bomber flights against Japan’s 
home islands. 


Meanwhile the battle for Guam had _ begun. 
Seventeen days had been spent by planes and war- 
ships in plastering the island with explosives. The 
Navy had fired some 10,000 tons of shells at the 
beaches before the Third Marine Division went 
ashore on the morning of July 21. Beachheads were 
easily established above and below Port Apra, the 
Japanese as usual electing to wait and make a fight 
of it in the interior. The struggle for Guam was 
another blowtorch operation, a step-by-step examina- 
tion of each place of concealment and the ex- 
termination of the tenacious foe. On Orote Penin- 
sula, at Mount Tenjo, and at Mount Santa Rosa, 
the Japanese made determined stands, but at last 
they were beaten down by the Americans. Under 
the command of General Roy S. Geiger of the 
Marine Corps, the Army’s Seventy-seventh Division 
and the Marine’s Third Division proved that co- 
ordination between the two services was possible 
by functioning without friction as a team. 


Japanese resistance on Guam was pronounced 
at an end on August 10, but 12 months later search- 
ing parties were still looking for holdouts. Over 
10,000 enemy dead had been counted and only 86 
prisoners. Then a message went out to Pearl Har- 
bor: “This news is from Radio Guam. Nothing 
heard from you since 1941. Greetings.” It was the 


[76 ] 


far removed from their base that they would be 








battle, pr 
cans would 

n 
no position to counterattack because of a shortage 
of fuel and ammunition. : 

While Admiral Mitscher and Task Force 58 
were en route to Saipan, Japanese reconnaissance 
planes on June 10 had spotted the fleet. The first 
preparatory bomber strike at the Marianas had been 
intended for June 12, but Mitscher had picked up 
speed and had arrived in time to hit Saipan, Tinian, 
Rota, and Guam a day ahead of schedule. In this 
way the Japanese were prevented from making use 
of the warning given by their observers. Japanese 
rescue planes had not yet arrived from the north 
when the American attack on the island air strips 
started, and squadrons from the Hornet and the 
Essex were able to knock out 124 Japanese aircraft 
that day. 

American observers were also on the alert, and 
fleet commanders now began to receive reports 
regarding the movements of the Japanese force. 
On June 12 a submarine sent word that the Japanese 
fleet had been sighted south of the Philippines 
heading north. Again just after midnight on June 
18, Commander Herman J. Kossler of the sub- 
marine Cavalla sighted the Nipponese. He reported 
that he had stayed submerged for over an hour as 
the enemy ships passed over him; there had been 
too many vessels for an accurate estimate of the 
size of the fleet to be made. At that time the 
Japanese were making straight for the Marianas, 
700 miles away. 

That gave Admiral Spruance the rest of the day 
to make his plans for the impending battle. In 
reply to a question from Mitscher, the Fifth Fleet 
Commander directed that the Americans avoid an 
engagement with the enemy fleet when it came 
within range that night; too many risks were in- 
volved, he felt, in a night battle of carriers. 
Spruance also refused Mitscher’s request that the 
carriers be permitted to move out to meet the 
enemy, for he felt that the Saipan landing might 
thereby be endangered. The principal assignment 
for the Fifth Fleet was to support the forces on. 
Saipan, and Spruance wanted nothing, not even the 
prospect of dealing roughly with the Japanese fleet, 
to jeopardize the island invasion. Critics who have 
questioned the admiral’s strategy say that his cau- 
tion cost Mitscher a complete victory over the 
enemy, but it is by no means certain that any other 
course would have assured equal protection to the 
divisions on Saipan. 


The First Battle of the Philippine Sea began 
then on June 19. That morning scouting planes 
were sent out in a vain search for the Japanese 
fleet, and as the American carriers waited, their 
decks crowded with planes loaded with bombs and 
ammunition, word was flashed that a Japanese air- 
force was on the way. The Nipponese planes had 
flown in from nine carriers with the intention of 
striking at the American ships and then refueling. 
in the Marianas. With the support of land-based 
planes from Guam and Rota, the Japanese armada 
numbered perhaps as many as 600 planes. The 
United States carrier commanders hurried their 
planes into the air, even the bombers that had no ~ 
place in particular to go, because almost any enemy 
hit on a bomb-laden flight deck would have been 
disastrous. By accident as much as design, the 
bombers, seeking something to do, made runs over 





From ammunitions base comes an Anti-Aircraft gun ready for action. 


Army planes rain soldiers from the sky—Danger lurked for the trainee or the 
paratrooper. 


Light tanks of this type played an important part in the war—when men manned 
them. 


The “DUCK” walked onto the beaches after swimming harbors, lagoons and breakers. 


Somewhere in the South Pacific a mortar crew is lobbing shells made and tested at 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal into Jap positions. 









Japanese planes, for refueling 
venture and the enemy had to refuel. Kae. 
Shortly before 11 o’clock, the two air f. 


apparently were determined to disregard all losses 
and fight their way through the protecting screen 
to the ships in Mitscher’s task force. For three 
hours the Japanese kept coming; wave after wave 
of the planes of the Rising Sun were beaten down 
before they began to veer off toward their landing 
strips on Guam. There, however, American bombers 
were waiting, and the Nipponese found that they 
had little chance of reaching their runways. Those 
that got close enough to land crashed into the bomb 
craters with which the airfields were covered. Many 
of the Japanese pilots just flew around helplessly 
until their gas ran out; then they fell, some into 
the sea and others onto the coral beaches. 


It was a massacre. The Americans were better 
pilots; they outnumbered the enemy; they were 
flying superior planes. Japanese designers had 
sacrificed protective plating for speed, and the 
battle of June 19 demonstrated the folly of that 
choice. Only 18 Japanese planes were able to break 
through to the American fleet, and of these 12 
were brought down by anti-aircraft fire from the 
ships. Two torpedoes came close to the Lexington, 
and superficial damage was done by a bomb hit on 
the Indiana. In protecting the ships, the American 
airmen lost 27 planes while administering a stunning 
defeat to the enemy airforce. The official United 
States Navy count of 404 Japanese planes destroyed 
reads like a propaganda story when a comparison 
of the losses of the opposing forces is made, but the 
amazing total stood the test of later checking. Navy 
men called it the “Marianas turkey shoot.” 


Next Task Force 58 went after the Japanese 
ships. Searching planes continued to prowl over 
the Philippine Sea for two days, but it was mid- 
afternoon of July 20 before the enemy fleet could be 
located. The report came finally that the Japanese 
were midway between Saipan and the Philippines, 
some 700 miles to the west. For Mitscher it was a 
difficult matter to decide. Not many hours of day- 
light remained, and in the darkness the planes 
would be hard-pressed to get back safely. The 
distance to the enemy fleet made it problematical 
whether gasoline supplies would last. Yet the hope 
of sinking a large part of the Japanese force led 
Mitscher to give orders for his planes to get under 
way. 


Part Two of the First Battle of the Philippine 
Sea took place in the gathering twilight of June 20. 
The semi-darkness made visibility poor and identi- 
fication problematical, and these factors caused a 
variety of conflicting reports of the action to be 
turned in by the pilots. Consequently neither the 
size of the enemy fleet nor the amount of damage 
inflicted on it ever was accurately determined. 
Probably as many as four battleships, six carriers, 
and an assortment of cruisers, destroyers, and 
tankers were on hand when the Helleats, Helldivers, 
and Avengers came swarming down. The score on 
hits, at a conservative estimate, ran to one carrier, 
one destroyer, and two tankers sunk and one battle- 
ship, four carriers, three cruisers, two destroyers, 
and two tankers damaged. Twenty-six enemy planes 
were added to the grand total of the two-day battle. 


“Now we all have a 25 per cent chance of getting 
back,” one of the pilots said just before the attack 
on the ships began. This was a_too-pessimistic 
prediction, but the homeward journey in the moon- 
less night to carriers hard enough to land on in 
the light of day would certainly not be easy. The 
gauges of the gasoline tanks were almost at the 
empty mark on all the planes by the time the 
carriers were reached, and many of the motors died 
for want of fuel before a landing could be made. 
On board the Lexington, Admiral Mitscher again 
faced a momentous decision as the time drew near 
for the planes to return. Commander Gus Widhelm 
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The pilots had no time 
went out that planes should land on the 
able carrier. In the scramble to land, the co 
officers were not always obeyed; two planes some- 
times came in at once; anxious pilots cut in too 
quickly. Many crashes occurred on deck, and many _ 
planes fell into the ocean. “It was an evening of. 
sheer horror for the vast majority of the men in the 
returning planes,” Gilbert Cant writes in The Great 
Pacific Victory, “and for those responsible for get- 
ting them safely down on a flat-top’s deck. But 
when it was over, the cost of the mission was not 
excessive, and Mitscher’s daring in turning on the 
lights had been amply justified.” Ninety-five planes 
had been lost in the raid on the enemy fleet, either 
by. enemy action or by forced landings, but from 
these planes 49 of the pilots and crew members were 
rescued. 


The First Battle of the Philippine Sea was no 
Midway, but the two days of fighting did constitute 
a victory of major importance. The destruction of 
the enemy’s planes in the “turkey shoot” made 
secure the landings on Saipan and assured success to 
the venture into the Marianas. Air bases on Saipan 
and Guam put Tokyo within easy reach of the 
Superfortresses, and thereafter no spot within the 
Japanese home islands was safe from bomber attack. 
The general effect of the battle on the enemy’s 
naval strength is thus set forth by Fletcher Pratt 
in his Fleet Against Japan: “By getting an early 
start, by skimping every other type of naval con- 
struction and carefully husbanding their resources, 
by avoiding any but a decisive battle, the Japanese 
had managed to assemble a carrier fleet with ac- 
companying pilots . . . not far from equal to our 
own. It had been blown to fragments in two days. 
... As a result of these two days Japan no longer 
had a naval air service.” Nor could the Japanese 
disguise their concern over the defeat; forthwith 
the cabinet was reorganized and Premier Hideki 
Tojo was swept from his high office. 


When in August, 1944, the Navy completed its 
conauest of the Marianas, the way at last opened 
for a merging of the Nimitz and MacArthur 
strategies. Twenty thousand men were set to work 
preparing Guam as a naval station, and before the 
end of the year Admiral Nimitz announced that he 
was ready to move his headquarters there. Guam 
obviously was no ordinary coral island; it was a 
potential base that could put the Navy in the thick 
of the war. Moreover it was only 700 miles from 
the Philippines. The next move for the Navy then 
was in the direction toward which General Mac- 
Arthur had been pointing for years. Almost in 
spite of themselves the admiral and the general 
were now compelled to admit they were fighting on 
the same side of the same war. Thereafter they 
displayed a surprising degree of cooperativeness in 
their mutual enterprise. 
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Heretofore the progress of General MacArthur 
in the Southwest Pacific, as he had repeatedly 
sought to make plain to all concerned, had been 
painfully slow. With the neutralizing of the Japa- 
nese bases at Rabaul and Kavieng by the seizure 
of the Green and Admiralty Islands, his advance 
could begin to be more rapid; but now with the 
destruction of the enemy carriers and planes in the 
Philippine Sea, the time schedule for the return 
to the Philippines was speeded up beyond all ex- 
pectation. Only a few more moves in New Guinea 
and its neighboring islands would be necessary to 
lay the Philippines open to invasion. 


The long campaign for New Guinea was brought 
to a close in August of 1944. The jungle battle 
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secure. — 
, _Sidor in January; Hollandia, Aitape, and 
Madang intapri Wakde and Biak Islands in May; 
and Noemfoor and Sansapor in July. The seizure 
of Sansapor put the American and Australian 
forces at the tip of the Vogelkop Peninsula, squarely 
on the “bird’s head” of the big island. Among the 
United States Army divisions that had participated 
in the 1,200-mile drive were the Sixth, the Twenty- 
fourth, the Thirty-first, the Thirty-second, the 
Forty-first, and the Forty-third. The casualty score 
shows the unequal nature of the struggle; the Allies 
lost 662 dead and 63 missing and the Japanese 
24,941 dead and 2,855 prisoners. Few campaigns 
in history have been conducted with a greater 
economy of life than MacArthur’s New Guinea hops. 


_ Two small islands now had to be taken to com- 
plete the preparatory moves preliminary to the 
invasion of the Philippine Islands. The Japanese 

. bases in the Palau Islands represented a threat 
to the Allied flank, and at Halmahera in the Molucca 
Islands the Japanese possessed a garrison that stood 
between New Guinea and the Philippines. Palau 
had to be reduced, but Halmahera could be by-passed 
by the capture of Morotai, weakly defended by com- 
parison with Halmahera. 


The first two weeks of September, 1944, were 
spent in clipping the wings of the Japanese through- 
out the islands around or near the Philippine Sea. 
The carriers of the Third Fleet, now commanded 
by Admiral William F. Halsey, ranged far and 
wide striking at enemy ships, planes, and air strips 
in the Bonins, the Volcanos, the Philippines, the 
Moluccas, at Yap, Celebes, and Ceram. The airmen 
in those great sweeps sank or damaged 173 Japa- 
nese vessels and destroyed 501 planes. After those 
raids the enemy forces at Morotai and Palau, once 
the invasions started, could expect little aid and 
few reinforcements from their nearby bases. 


American landings were made on September 15 
both on Morotai and in the Palau Archipelago. 
Special assault troops of the Thirty-first and 
Thirty-second Divisions found Morotai easy, for the 
Japanese made no effort to defend the beaches. 
The only American casualty suffered in establishing 
the beachhead was when an officer slipped on a 
coral reef and broke his leg. Within two hours, 
General MacArthur had gone ashore from the Nash- 
ville, and Morotai was pronounced secure. Then 
the fighting started. Japanese raiding parties, many 
of them from adjacent Halmahera, kept up the 
struggle until January of 1945. Nevertheless, the 
Morotai landings had served their purpose in the 
first few days; the strong Halmahera Japanese 
base had been nullified and no longer stood as an 
obstacle to MacArthur’s journey northward. 


The struggle for the Palau Islands proved to be 
much: more bitterly contested than was Morotai. 
The Palaus were a major Japanese base, “the spigot 
of our oil barrel’ they called them, and as was to 
be expected the large enemy forces there ‘were 
firmly planted. The American plan of attack con- 
templated no collision with strong forces; it was 
felt that the seizure of two of the small Palau 
Islands, Peleliu and Angaur would be sufficient to 
the needs of the campaign. From their air strips 
American bombers could patrol the other Palaus, 
and thus all of this great enemy station would be 
rendered impotent. 


Admiral Theodore S. Wilkerson had command 
of the tremendous amphibious force that made the 
attack on Peleliu. There were only 12 square miles 
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and the First Marine 

jivis cormed to the shore, the Japanese, over 
8,0 ng, swarmed out of their caves and pill- 
boxes to give battle. The shelling had cleared the 
beaches for the landings, but once ashore the Marine 
and Army units found the enemy, badly under- 
estimated in all reconnaissance reports, far tougher 
than had been anticipated. Three Japanese counter- 
attacks with tanks and mortar fire had to be beaten 
off before the beachheads could be considered safely 
won. 

Peleliu, Angaur, and several of the smaller 
Palaus were taken, but the Japanese never seemed 
to know when they were beaten. Two days after the 
landing at Peleliu, the Eighty-first Division, under 
General Paul J. Mueller’s command, was sent against 
Angaur; that island was taken without undue trou- 
ble or loss. Then a part of the Eighty-first had to 
hurry over to Peleliu to help the hard-pressed 
Marines who were by that time engaged in a fight 
for an escarpment of hills they called “Bloody Nose 
Ridge.” That costly battle, in which the Marines’ 
First Regiment saw two-thirds of their men either 
killed or wounded, was one of the worst of the 
Pacific war. Four weeks were needed to break down 
the resistance of the Japanese, and the dynamiting 
of the caves went on for months longer. Nearly 
12,000 enemy dead were counted in the Palaus, as 
against Marine and Army casualties numbering 
1,105 killed and 6,439 wounded. 


According to the American blueprint for the 
war against Japan, the reduction of the Palaus was 
scheduled to be followed by a jump to the Talaud 
Islands and the island of Yap. General George C. 
Marshall in his Biennial Report for 1945 gives an 
interesting account of how this plan was changed 
at the last minute. The discovery was made in the 
course of a series of strikes in the Philippines by 
Admiral Mitscher’s carriers that the southern and 
central islands of the Philippine group were weakly 
defended. Few Japanese Zeroes took to the air 
over Mindanao to oppose the American airmen as 
they bombed and strafed five airfields and set fire 
to 68 planes. The Navy’s planes and warships 
joined in an attack on Japanese coastal shipping, 
and together they sank 49 cargo vessels and 37 sam- 
pans. 


Immediately Halsey sent a message to Nimitz 
recommending a revision of the plans for the Philip- 
pine campaign. Halsey urged that the intermediate 
attacks on Yap and Talaud be dropped, and he 
suggested that an immediate move into the Philip- 
pines be made. Instead of an invasion of the 
southern island of Mindanao, he advocated landings 
on the central island of Leyte. In his opinion the 
Japanese had shown that they were unprepared to 
offer effective resistance at that time; further de- 
lay might give Japan sufficient opportunity to 
strengthen its defenses. Nimitz forwarded Halsey’s 
communication to his superiors who at that moment 
were in session at Quebec with the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff of the Allies. General Marshall and his 
colleagues thereupon requested MacArthur to ex- 
press his views on the proposal, and MacArthur 
promptly endorsed the new strategy. The Quebec 
conference then granted its permission to the 
moving up of the date for the return to the 
Philippines from December 20 to October 20. 


Hasty rearrangements now had to be effected 
to make ready for the early attack on Leyte. First 
the little undefended atoll of Ulithi was occupied 
on September 21 in order to render Yap useless to 
the Japanese. Next Halsey flew to Morotai and 
conferred with MacArthur, and agreements were 
reached for a number of shifts in military and 
naval units. With the concurrence of Nimitz, Ad- 
miral Thomas C. Kinkaid’s Seventh Fleet, which 
had for some time been assigned to MacArthur to 
support his Southwest Pacific campaign, was aug- 
mented by a large number of warships. The co- 
operation of Halsey’s Third Fleet was also prom- 












supply base had to be 
beaches already left far behind were explored for 
janding craft abandoned in invasions carried out 
many months before. 
known that this enormous task of patchwork and 
salvage would have to be done, and yet their confi- 
dence that the job would be completed on time had 
prompted them to accept the October date. 
made their decision 
deadline was met. 
tive achievement,” 
report. 


The blasting of Japanese targets was continued 
until the day of the invasion. General George C. 
Kenney’s Far Eastern Air Force and General Wil- 
liam H. Hale’s Seventh Air Force struck with in- 
creasing fury at air bases in Celebes, Borneo, the 
Bonins, and the Volcanos. Particular attention was 
paid to the chain of islands between Japan and 
the Philippines, islands that might serve as a staging 
area for ships and planes that could deliver sup- 
plies and ward off attack upon the Empire’s holdings 
in the south. Marcus Island, only 1,200 miles south 
of Tokyo, was raked by shells from the battle fleet, 
and in their turn the Ryukyus, Luzon, and Formosa 
me subjected to the bombing of the Navy’s carrier 
planes. 


The last week before American forces pushed 
into Leyte Gulf saw especially significant blows 
delivered to the Japanese. On October 10, Miyako 
and Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands were raided 
by Mitscher’s planes; there within 270 miles of 
Japan’s home islands, the Navy airmen accounted 
for 82 enemy planes, a destroyer, four submarines, 
14 cargo ships, and 68 other vessels. On the next 
day, a glancing slap at Aparri on Northern Luzon 
revealed that the Japanese were still unprepared 
for invasion. Then on October 12, a smashing attack 
was directed against one of the enemy’s greatest 
strongholds, Formosa; 97 defending planes were 
shot down, 124 others were destroyed before they 
got off the ground, 16 cargo vessels were knocked 
out, and all the island’s installations were battered. 
For five days Formosa was subjected to continuous 
raids, with Superfortresses flying over from China 
to add their bomb loads to the impressive total that 
rained down on the big base. Altogether 670 enemy 
planes were destroyed during that important week, 
and the result was that the Philippines were vir- 
tually isolated. Less than a hundred American 
planes were lost in achieving this objective; the 
major damage suffered by the raiders consisted of 
torpedo hits against two cruisers, the Canberra and 
the Houston. 


Meanwhile a massive 
been gathering on the coast 
bases in the Admiralties, 
the first American contingent ventured 


amphibious 


guarded the mouth 
American control, an 
easy access to the island of Leyte was assured. To 
make doubly sure that nothing would go wrong, 
minesweepers went to work in the gulf clearing 
the way to the shore; nearly 200 mines were re- 
moved in a two-day period. 
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carriers, destroyers, 
amphibious craft made up the rest of the armada. 
The planes of 18 escort carriers of the Seventh 
Fleet furnished the 
outside Leyte Gulf Halsey’s great Third Fleet 
stood ready to meet any Japanese naval threat. 


At dawn on October 20 the final pre-invasion 
barrage opened; this and earlier bombardments 
hurled 9,600 tons of explosives against the weak 
enemy defenses of Leyte. As a result the spearhead 
battalions of General Walter Krueger’s Sixth Army 
had an easy time getting ashore. Two beachheads - 
were quickly taken over, one near Tacloban and 
the other near Dulag. The First Cavalry Division, 
minus its horses, and the Twenty-fourth Division 
made the Tacloban assault, and the Seventh and 
Ninety-sixth Divisions struck at Dulag; by October 
25 the two beachheads had been expanded until 
they had become a single united front. Casualties 
were light and progress rapid along the entire 
coastal area. 


Four hours after the initial landings, General 
MacArthur left the cruiser Nashville and went 
shoreward in a motor launch. Close in he jumped 
into the water and waded ashore. To his chief of 
staff, General Richard K. Sutherland he remarked, 
“Believe it or not, we’re here.” Yet before a micro- 
phone, he chose more dramatic words. “This is the 
Voice of Freedom,” ‘he began, using a phrase from 
the last broadeasts from Corregidor before it fell, 
“People of the Philippines, I have returned. By the 
grace of Almighty God, our forces stand again on 
Philippine soil. . . . Rally to me. ... Let every arm 
be steel. The guidance of Divine God points the 
way. Follow in His name to the Holy Grail of 
righteous victory.” When MacArthur proclaimed 
“I have returned,” he fulfilled a promise made over 
two years before. His choice of pronouns was re- 
sented by Navy men and by others who had helped 
put him on Leyte, but none could deny that in many 
ways it was a personal triumph. The first person 
singular was not wholly unjustified. 


Neither Japan’s army nor its navy proposed to 
allow the United States to reenter the Philippines 
without a contest. The enemy’s naval commanders 
in particular could not ignore this challenge to their 
might, this encroachment upon their domain of raw 
materials. The Philippines stood astride the Japa- 
nese route to the oil and rubber of the southern 
isles, and the Imperial Navy would be well-nigh 
helpless without the stolen resources of the East 
Indies. Further postponement of a show-down with 
the American fleet was pointless, and Admiral 
Soemu Toyoda now determined to commit most of 
his ships in a do-or-die battle. The engagements 
off Guadalcanal had been piecemeal affairs into 
which the Japanese had sent only a few vessels at 
a time, and the First Battle of the Philippine Sea 
had been an attempt to win a cut-rate victory with 
planes rather than ships. Heretofore nothing risked 
had meant nothing gained and a great deal lost, and 
Toyoda made up his mind to try a different strategy. 








ee so Pua 
on of the early confusion 
. Since the Japanese warships 
g south of the Philippines for fear 

into General Kenney’s planes from Moro- 
ae ordered his ships to move eastward and 
Cee through the narrow waterways of the 
central Philippine Islands. Two Japanese columns 
were to converge upon Leyte Gulf from the north 
and the south; one would pass through the Sibuyan 
Sea and the San Bernardino Strait and the other 
through the Mindanao Sea and the Surigao Strait. 
Still a third force would drive southward from 
Formosa to engage the carriers in Halsey’s Third 
Fleet. The Japanese intended at least to knock out 
the transports in Leyte Gulf; they held some hope 
of inflicting enough damage on the American fleet 
to be able to isolate MacArthur and his divisions 
on the beachheads. 


Toyoda’s plan, however, had several fatal weak- 
nesses. A basic mistake was the assumption that 
three sizeable naval forces could travel great dis- 
tances and maneuver and fight their way through 
a complex of islands and arrive at an appointed 
place on time. Too many details had to mesh for a 
complete success to be assured, and a single misfire 
could endanger the whole project. That point was 
demonstrated during the battle when Japanese land- 
based planes failed to give the warships the full 
measure of air support required, and the surface 
vessels were subjected to an unexpected going-over 
by American bombers. Another glaring error was 
the miscalculation regarding the comparative power 
of the rival fleets in Philippine waters. The Japa- 
nese seem to have believed that they would meet an 
American force suffering from recent severe losses, 
losses that never had occurred. 


A Japanese propaganda leaflet dropped among 
American troops on Peleliu on October 20 gives 
evidence of this misplaced confidence: ‘Do you 
know about the naval battle done by the American 
58th Fleet at sea near Taiwan and Philippine 
Japanese powerful Air Force had sank their 14 
AEROPLANE CARRIERS, 4 BATTLESHIPS, 10 
SEVERAL CRUISERS and DESTROYERS along 
with sending 1,201 SHIP AEROPLANES into the 
sea. From this result, we think that you can imagine 
what shall happen next around Palau upen you. 

Thanks for your advice notes of surrender But 
we haven’t any reason to surrender to those who 
are forced to be totally destroyed in a few days 
later... . YOU SHALL GET AN VERY STERN 
ATTACK! WE MEAN AN CRUEL ATTACK!” 
In commenting on this extraordinary document, 
Fletcher Pratt writes in his Fleet Against Japan: 
“This collector’s item represents with fair accuracy 
both the information and state of mind in the 
Japanese camp on the day after MacArthur went 
ashore.” The explanation for the blunder appar- 
ently lay in the reports Japan’s airmen brought 
back from a night air battle fought on October 13 
off Formosa, which the Japanese call Taiwan. 
Exploding planes had landed near Mitscher’s ships 
during the course of the battle, and American ob- 
servers later stated that they thought some of the 
United States carriers had been set on fire. Evi- 
dently Japanese pilots received a similar impression 
and turned in accounts that led Radio Tokyo to 
broadeast exaggerated claims. Admiral Toyoda had 
accepted these false estimates, and thus the Second 
Battle of the Philippine Sea was fought with the 
odds against him from the outset. 


As the elements of the Japanese fleet began to 
assemble and move toward the Philippines, the 
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t struck, putting ie oes into the 

cruisers Atago, Maya, and Takao. They sank the 

Atago and the Maya and sent the Takao limping 
back to Singapore with gaping holes in her side. 
Japanese destroyers closed in on the submarines, 
forcing them to run for it, and during that pursuit 
the Darter ran aground close to the shore of Pala- 
wan. The entire crew of the injured sub was able 
to get to land, and friendly guerrillas kept them 
from falling into Japanese hands. That was the 
opening round of the battle. oe 


Other American submarines put messages on 
the radio regarding the movement of the Japanese 
ships as they made their way through the Sibuyan 
Sea and the Sulu Sea, and from“their reports Ad- 
miral Halsey was able to predict. the course the 
enemy would follow. Consequently © he stationed 
his forces so that they were able to guard. the only 
two routes through the Philippines that afforded 
the Japanese an exit to the east, the Surigao Strait 
and the San Bernardino Strait. ‘What followed then 
was not one engagement but three, or rather one 
great battle in three parts. The enemy’s southern 
force was engaged in the Surigao Strait, the central 
force off the island of Samar after it had emerged 
from the San Bernardino Strait, and the northern 
force, when it put in its belated appearance, off 
Cape Engano. 


The total of the Japanese warships in the Philip- 
pine Sea was impressive, but divided as they were 
in three groups no one group was dangerous. The 
southern force included two old battleships, the 
Huso and the Yamasiro, four cruisers, and 13 de- 
stroyers. The central force consisted of two new 
40,000-ton dreadnaughts, the Yamato and the Mu- 
sashi, three old battleships, the Kongo, the Haruna, 
and the Nagato, eight cruisers, and 13 destroyers. 
The northern column contained two hybrid battle- 
ships made over as carriers, the Ise and Hyuga, 
four big aircraft carriers, four cruisers, and six 
destroyers. 


Formidable as were the three Japanese forces, 
they could not equal the combined might of Halsey’s 
Third Fleet and Kinkaid’s Seventh Fleet. At the 
time of the battle some of the ships of the Third 
Fleet were away taking on fuel, but it still con- 
sisted of eight fast battleships and more than that 
number of large carriers; and the Seventh Fleet 
had available its six old battleships and its small 
escort carriers. The carriers, the destroyers, the 
PT boats, and the escorts when added to the capital 
ships comprised an overpowering array of naval 
strength. The Japanese were simply outmatched. 


In the morning of October 24, the great sea 
battle was joined when Admiral Mitscher sent out 
his carrier planes against the central and southern 
Japanese forces. Admiral Kinkaid’s naval planes 
and some of the Army’s land-based planes took 
part in this attack, and considerable damage was 
done to the two Japanese groups. Planes from the 
Essex rained bombs on the central force, and 10 
hits were made against the big battleship Musashi. 
Late that afternoon planes from the Enterprise 
bombed the Musashi again; the dreadnaught absorbed 
a great many punishing blows, but at last it went 
down. Other .hits were scored on _ battleships, 
cruisers, and destroyers, and the Japanese finally 
turned back and headed westward. The enthusiastic 
reports of the American airmen represented this 
action as a smashing victory, and their exaggerated 
estimates caused. Halsey: to write off the enemy’s 
central force. Subsequent events were to prove 
that Halsey and his observers were wide of the 
mark. 


Meanwhile the evened airmen had been at 
work. Some 200 planes were flown down from bases 
on Luzon; and despite the loss of nearly half their 
number, they fought through to the carriers of the 
United States Fleet and inflicted a great deal of 
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During the air battle the — . 
bombers were joined by planes f, > 
of their fleet coming in from the north, = 

This was the first indication that there was a 
northern enemy force, and a rea plane was sent 
out in search of the carriers; the pilot located them 
and his report prompted Halsey to make a quick 
change in tactics. The admiral, lacking full in- 
formation, could only guess at the strength of 
Japan’s northern force, and he decided that this 
was the enemy’s main fleet. The presence of the 
carriers led him to believe that they were the 
nucleus of a strong battleship-carrier combination. 
He reasoned that the Japanese central force was 
out of the reckoning and that the southern force 
could be easily handled by the Seventh Fleet. He 
felt therefore, that the Third Fleet could best be 
employed against the northern force. Consequently 
he took his whole Third Fleet northward. 


Admiral Halsey by pulling out with all of the 
modern battleships and the high-speed carriers then 
in Philippine waters laid himself open to a cross- 
fire of criticism that has raged about him since 
that day. He was wrong in his estimate of the 
size of the enemy’s northern force, and he was 
mistaken in assuming that the central force had 
been eliminated. As a result he is blamed for the 
things that went wrong thereafter. Apparently 
Halsey depended on Kinkaid to establish patrols in 
the San Bernardino Strait, and Kinkaid for his 
part depended on Halsey. The strait was not 
patrolled. Thus when the Japanese central force 
again came to life and slipped through the strait, 
the whole Leyte Gulf area was laid open to attack, 
and disaster was narrowly averted. Excuses have 
been made for Halsey and Kinkead on the ground 
that a divided command was responsible for the 
blunder, and it is explained that Kinkead was under 
MacArthur rather than Halsey. Still one wonders 
if the two admirals were not on speaking terms; 
they were in the same Navy and doubtless Kinkead 
would have used a suggestion regarding patrols if 
Halsey had bothered to give one before his de- 
parture. If the two admirals had been on the alert, 
the division of commands should have resulted in 
the establishment of two watches in the San Ber- 
nardino Strait rather than none. The major share 
of the blame, therefore, must go to Halsey; as the 
senior naval officer present in the Philippines, it 
was his responsibility to tie together loose ends. 
He left the ends—and the ships in Leyte Gulf— 
dangling. 

In contrast to the procedure at San Bernardino 
Strait, Surigao Strait was closely guarded. There 
Kinkead had stationed the six World War I battle- 
ships, the Maryland, the West Virginia, the Cali- 
fornia, the Tennessee, the Mississippi, and the 
Pennsylvania, together with the customary comple- 
ment of cruisers and destroyers. The commander 
of this task force, Admiral Jesse B. Oldendorf, 
posted torpedo boats in the bottleneck of the strait; 
and thus when the southern Japanese column en- 
tered the narrow waters shortly after midnight of 
October 25, the PT boats gave the alarm and put 
all of the American crews at battle stations. 


Oldendorf next demonstrated what he meant 
when he said that his “theory was that of the old- 
time gambler—never give a sucker a chance. If 
the Jap was sucker enough to try to come through 
the Straits I wasn’t going to give him a chance.” 
The Japanese ships were ambushed. They advanced 
in the darkness in two columns toward the line of 
American vessels, and Oldendorf succeeded in per- 
forming a rare naval tactical feat of “crossing 
the ‘T’,” by means of which the Japanese became 
the stem and the Americans the cross-bar of a 
“T.” A deadly cross-fire thus raked the enemy, 
and the Japanese commander had to order his fleet 
to withdraw. In executing this turn the Japanese 
captains, instead of wheeling together, came up to 
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the destroyer Grant, was hit, 

managed to save her. “A dream of an_ 

Oldendorf called it. . PS nie 
Gilbert Cant calls the contrasting engage 

with the enemy’s central force a nightmare. — nd 

contrary to the bad advice that Halsey had ac- 

cepted from his observers, the Japanese central ywers 

force still meant business. American reconnaissance 

planes had failed to notice that the Japanese ships, 

after fleeing westward following the aerial bombard- 

ment that sank the Musashi, had regrouped and 

again turned eastward. Unobserved they made 

their way at night into the unguarded San Bernar- 

dino Strait and without lights negotiated the waters 

of the treacherous channel. By that remarkable 

bit of navigation the enemy moved within range of 

the vulnerable escort carriers of the Seventh Fleet 

standing in front of Leyte Gulf. At dawn on Oc- 

tober 25 the Japanese opened fire. 


Escort carriers are made-over merchantmen and 
were never intended to be used as front line fighting. 
ships. Without speed and without heavy guns they — 
have to depend on their planes for protection. On 
this occasion, however, the enemy’s unannounced 
approach caught the little carriers unprepared, 
and they had no opportunity to get their planes 
aloft before they were under attack. Yet they and 
their destroyer escorts were all that stood between 
the main Japanese task force and the transports 
in Leyte Gulf. 


The 16 “jeep carriers” and an equal number of 
destroyers hdd been divided into three groups that 
stretched from north to south along Samar, an is- 
land that almost touches Leyte. Admiral C. A. F. 
Sprague, the commander of the northern group, 
was nearest to San Bernardino Strait, and he it 
was who first had to face the enemy’s four battle- 
ships, five cruisers, and 11 destroyers. “I didn’t 
think anything could save me,” Sprague later told. 
The Japanese soon began to find the range; their 
shells containing dyes of various colors to aid in 
aim corrections sent up great splashes of red, 
orange, green, yellow, and purple close to the 
American ships. “My God, they’re shooting at us 
in technicolor!” one seaman exclaimed. Sprague’s 
destroyers did what they could to spoil the Japanese 
aim by laying a smoke screen, and some of them, 
headed by the Johnston, charged the enemy battle- 
line with gunfire and torpedoes. The destroyers 
Johnston, Hoel, and Roberts were blown apart by 
the Japanese battleships, but their courageous action 
saved most of the carriers. 


The carriers by no means escaped unscarred. 
In the three-hour attack all of Sprague’s six jeeps 
were hurt. The Gambier Bay was sunk. The Fan- 
shaw Bay, the Kalinin Bay, and the Kitkun Bay 
were hit. A near-miss weakened the frame of the 
White Plains. The Saint-Lo was untouched by the 
naval guns, but a Japanese plane from Luzon 
deliberately crashed into the carrier’s deck, and a 
series of explosions sent the ship to the bottom. 
Yet in spite of this hail of blows, the American 
airmen succeeded in getting their planes into the 
air in the face of the shells around them, and their 
effective bombing finally brought the enemy to a 
halt. 


This time the Japanese turned back for good, 
running north along Samar and on through San 
Bernardino Strait. They had come close to their 
objective, and but for the gallantry of Sprague’s 
little ships the enemy giants might have done 
terrible damage in Leyte Gulf. The Japanese com- 
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planes began to close with the enemy’s 
r ‘ce off Cape Engano. Squadrons from 
exington, the Hessex, the Langley, the Hornet, 
i : Wasp, the Enterprise, and the Belleau Wood 
7? pad 
> completed their night’s run to the north. They 
? first went after the Japanese carriers, and a series 
of strikes put all of them out of action: the Zuikaku, 
a large 29-800-tonner, and three light carriers, the 
Zutho, the Titose, and the Tiyoda. The shells of an 
American cruiser division hurried the sinking of 
one of the light cruisers, and its gunfire also sank 
an enemy cruiser. The United States submarine 
Jallao accounted for another of the cruisers. 


Two of the biggest prizes, however, got away; 
these were the battleship-carriers, the Jse and the 
Hyuga. Again Admiral Halsey had the misfortune 
of making a faulty decision, and that mistake ex- 
plains, in part, the escape of the Jse and the Hyuga. 
Upon receipt of the news of the battle of the jeeps 
off Samar, Halsey signaled all of his eight battle- 
ships to follow his flagship, the New Jersey, in a 
hurried return journey to the south. This left only 
cruisers to pick off the cripples of the Japanese 
northern force, and they were not big enough for 
the job at hand. Had Halsey left only three battle- 
ships with Mitscher in the north it seems likely 
that the Ise and Hyuga, already limping from bomb 
hits, could have been sunk with ease. 


As it was, Halsey arrived at San Bernardino 
Strait long after the Japanese had withdrawn. 
The mighty New Jersey had the privilege of giving 
the coup de grace to a floundering enemy destroyer, 
but otherwise Halsey would have done better to 
have stayed at Cape Engano. One of the strange 
features of the three-cornered battle was that the 
Third Fleet’s battleships, the fastest and most 
powerful American vessels afloat, had virtually 
nothing to do with the winning of this, one of the 
great naval victories of history; their role was to 
run back and forth between the northern and 
central battles, always arriving too late and leaving 
too soon to participate in either. Some uncertainty 
has arisen regarding the most acceptable name for 
the engagement; it is variously called the “Second 
Battle of the Philippine Sea” and the “Battle of Leyte 
Gulf.” The best suggestion, in view of Halsey’s 
unusual performance, will doubtless never be made 
official: “The Battle of Bull’s Run.” 


Planes and submarines continued to stalk the 
enemy as they retired from the Philippine Sea, and 
some of the straggling survivors were added to the 
bag of Japanese vessels. Among other laggards 
picked off was the redoubtable battleship Kongo 
which on November 21 went down under a torpedo 
attack by the submarine Sealion IJ. Yet even if those 
mop-up encounters are left out of the reckoning, the 
Japanese losses in the three rounds of the battle of 
October 23-26 made an impressive total: three battle- 
ships, four carriers, nine cruisers, and nine de- 
stroyers. ‘‘Never before,” Fletcher Pratt writes in 
his Fleet Against Japan, “had an entire navy lost 
so great a proportion of its strength as the Japs 
did in the fighting for the Leyte Gulf.” The 
Princeton, the Johnston, the Hoel, the Roberts, the 
Gambier Bay, and the Saint-Lo had been lost in a 
good cause. The Japanese Navy as a fighting force 
was virtually eliminated from the war in the Second 
Battle of the Philippine Sea. 

The defeat of Japan’s navy assured the United 
States of success in the invasion of Leyte and in 
the ultimate extermination of all of the Japanese in 
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ght as well have stayed 

m, however, were taken to 

he big sea battle was in progress, and 

e to time other reinforcements managed 

to slip past the American blockade. For the Japa- 

nese were determined to sell Leyte at a high cost; 

it was there that they made their most stubborn 
stand in the Philippines. 


The surprise experienced by the Japanese at the 
unexpected American invasion of Leyte made them 
slow to react to the landing. In the first week the 
invaders made rapid advances on the island. Those 
early successes were especially gratifying to the 
Americans, for they were made at the expense of 
the hated Japanese Sixteenth Division, the victors 
at Bataan. The drive out of the beachheads gained 
so much ground that on October 29 General Mac- 
Arthur announced that organized resistance on 
Leyte was crumbling; with two-thirds of the island 
overrun, the liberation of the Filipinos on Leyte, he 
asserted, “virtually is achieved.” MacArthur, how- 
ever, had greatly underestimated the staying power 
of his foes, for it took two more months of the 
hardest sort of fighting to make good the general’s 
optimistic communique. 


The commander in chief of Japan’s armies sta- 
tioned in the conquered southern empire was Field 
Marshal Hisaichi Terauchi. Terauchi now named 
as the defender of Leyte and the other islands of 
the Philippines General Tomoyuki Yamashita, one 
of Japan’s ablest soldiers. Yamashita, the con- 
queror of Malaya and Singapore and Bataan, could 
be expected to put up a stubborn fight, and his 
words on leaving Tokyo indicated that he had com- 
plete confidence that he would succeed in his mis- 
sion: ‘The only words I spoke to the British com- 
mander during the negotiations for the surrender 
of Singapore were: ‘All I want to hear from you is 
“ves or no.” I expect to put the same question to 
MacArthur.” 


The transfer of Yamashita to the Philippines 
was the signal for the stiffening of Japanese re- 
sistance, and thereafter on Leyte American gains 
were measured in yards rather than miles. Japan 
made repeated efforts to get men and supplies 
ashore, and despite the heavy toll taken by American 
bombers and warships, enough enemy aid reached 
Leyte by way of the port of Ormoc to prolong the 
struggle. In addition, the progress of the American 
forces was impeded by torrential rains that turned 
the island into a gumbo of mud; infantrymen were 
caked and engineers had to use flame-throwers to 
dry off air strips under construction. In forward 
areas supplies had to be carried by hand. 


New American divisions, among them the 
Eleventh Airborne and the Thirty-second and the 
Seventy-seventh Infantry Divisions, helped bring the 
battle for Leyte to a close. By December 1, five air- 
fields had been completed and land-based planes 
were helping the carrier planes furnish air cover 
for the ground troops. The blow that spelled defeat 
for the Japanese was delivered by the men of the 
Seventy-seventh Division when on December 7 they 
took to their boats and swung around the southern 
end of the island and landed near Ormoc. The cap- 
ture of that port broke Japanese organized resist- 
ance, and on December 26, General MacArthur again 
reported that the fight for Leyte was ended except 
for the inevitable “minor mopping-up operations.” 
That task was turned over to General Robert L. 
Eichelberger and his new Eighth Army. The total 
Japanese losses on Leyte were announced as 54,833 
dead and 498 prisoners, as against American 
casualties listed as 2,623 dead, 8,422 wounded, and 
172 missing. 





Even before Leyte was secured, MacArthur had 


_ begun to move into other islands of the Philippines. 


During the first phase of the Leyte invasion, First 
Cavalry units crossed the narrow San Juanico Strait 
and occupied Samar, an island the Japanese had 
never bothered to garrison. Then on December 15, 
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Luzon. As the Na é 
invasion bombardment, Filipinos ran dow 
shore waving American flags; the shelling v 
stopped and the landings on Mindoro were made 
near San Jose without incident. Scattered Japanese 
troops were found elsewhere on the island, but no 
difficulty was experienced in routing them. The 
most severe setback suffered by American forces 
near Mindoro came when a typhoon sank the de- 
stroyers Hull, Spence, and Monaghan with heavy 
losses to their crews. 
Within six days of the occupation of Mindoro 
air strips had been completed by the engineers. 
This meant that the Army could put up planes to 





cover any operation against Luzon and that the | 


invasion of the key island of the Philippines could 
begin. The carriers of the Third Fleet thereupon 
launched a number of preparatory strikes, at For- 
mosa, at ports held by Japan on the Asiatic main- 
land, and at Luzon itself. The destruction of hun- 
dreds of enemy planes and ships in these raids later 
proved an insurmountable handicap to the Japanese 
when they sought to get reinforcements in to 
Yamashita. Meanwhile on January 3 the Americans 
inched closer by seizing little Marinduque Island 
just south of Luzon. 


General Krueger, whose Sixth Army drew the 
assignment of the assault on Luzon, elected to use 
the Lingayen Gulf invasion route chosen three 
years before by the Japanese. Krueger’s choice 
was dictated by a desire to gain a measure of 
tactical surprise. The enemy knew that an invasion 
was coming and had every reason to expect Mac- 
Arthur to use Mindoro and Marinduque for short 
hops across to the southern shore of Luzon. In- 
stead the 850 ships of Admiral Kinkead’s Luzon 
Attack Force steamed on to the north, and on 
January 6, 1945, began a bombardment that lasted 
three days. Yamashita, however, had been thrown 
off balance by the Mindoro and Marinduque land- 
ings, and he did not dare then or later risk pulling 
his forces away from the south; the enemy com- 
mander’s uncertainty immobilized some 20,000 
troops. Thus on January 9, General Innis P. Swift’s 
First Corps, consisting of the Sixth and Forty- 
third Divisions, and General Oscar W. Griswold’s 
Fourteenth Corps, composed of the Thirty-seventh 
and Fortieth Divisions, were landed at nominal 
cost. By nightfall, 68,000 men had gone ashore, and 
more were streaming to the beachhead. 


The supporting naval units lost more heavily 
than did the ground forces. Here for the first 
time the Japanese made extensive use of a new 
system of aerial attack by a special suicide corps. 
These Kamikaze pilots took their name from the 
Kamikaze or “Divine Tempest” that had in earlier 
times scattered the ships of a fleet that threatened 
to attack the island empire. Stories of the existence 
of a corps among Japanese pilots who took a vow 
to give their lives for victory had been heard for 
two years, and an occasional episode of a plane 
diving into an American ship had borne witness 
to the truth of the reports. The Saint-Lo had gone 
down off Leyte under a lone Kamikaze’s attack, 
but it was at Lingayen Gulf that the corps first 
turned loose in earnest. The result was that con- 
siderable damage was done to Kinkead’s fleet either 
by pilots bent on suicide or by airmen with normal 
intentions. The New Mewico, the California, the 
Mississippi, and the Columbia were hit, with more 
than 130 killed and 300 wounded. The escort car- 
ried Ommaney Bay was sunk, and a number of other 
vessels were struck. 


On land, however, the enemy offered ineffectual 
Manila at an unexpectedly rapid pace. The Japa- 
nese, in contrast to their practice on other islands of 
lesser importance, had installed few fortifications 
and those were quickly reduced. Yamashita was 
completely out-maneuvered; he never succeeded in 
unifying his forces but instead had to commit his 
troops piecemeal. Not until the Americans had 
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earlier MacArthur had made his prolonged 












a 
the Japanese from making use of the area 


stand. Two days later another amphibious operation 
put the Eleventh Airborne Division on the coast at 
Nasugbu, across Manila Bay from Bataan, and, 


_ aided by parachute troops who seized a dominating 


ridge, that division moved on to the capital from 
the south. North of Manila the First Cavalry Di- 
vision and the Thirty-seventh Infantry Division en- 
gaged in a race for the city with the First Cavalry 
winning by a slight margin. The first step in the 
liberation of the Philippine capital was the freeing 
of 3,700 Allied civilians who had been held prisoners 
in the Santo Tomas University camp. 


American troops entered Manila on February 4, 
1945, but the fight for the city lasted for several 
weeks. The Japanese holed up in the old walled 
section, the Intramuros, and the battle for this fort- 
ress was a_building-by-building and room-by-room 
affair. By February 23, all organized resistance had — 
been beaten down, but small pockets of Japanese 
troops still had to be eliminated. Much of the city 
was devastated by enemy demolition squads, but 
fortunately the harbor could quickly be put in order. 
Before February closed the first American supply 
ship in three years entered Manila Bay. 


Only Corregidor remained in the enemy’s pos- 
session in the Manila area. General Kenney’s planes 
began the bombardment of the Rock on January 23 
and in the following four weeks dropped over 3,000 
jtons of bombs on the little fortress. Next the fleet 
took over the job, and the guns on the Rock were 
battered into silence. Then on February 16, the 
troops of the 503rd Parachute Regiment jumped 
down on Corregidor’s flat top, risking the possibility 
of being smashed against the steep cliffs of the 
island. The jump was successful, however, and the 
paratroopers, with the help of the Thirty-fourth In- 
fantry Regiment, forced the Japanese to take to the 
tunnels. Ten days were needed to wipe out the 
last of the enemy; many had to be sealed up in the 
underground passageways. With Corregidor in 
American hands the conquest of Luzon could be 
considered complete. General Marshall’s Report 
carries a pertinent comment: “In less than two 
months General MacArthur accomplished what the 
Japanese had needed six to do after Pearl Harbor.” 


General Yamashita, however, insisted that he 
had only begun to fight. Upon evacuating Manila, 
he announced: “At last I have MacArthur in my 
iron trap. I have been chasing him all over the 
South Seas and each time he has slipped away 
from me. This time it will be different, and my 
pleasure of a face-to-face meeting will be realized.” 
Yamashita’s bravado contained this much truth: he 
did intend to make a last-ditch stand wherever there 
were Japanese left to continue the struggle. For 
the United States this meant a slow grinding cam- 
paign in the hills, the swamps, the jungles of 
Luzon, Mindanao, Panay, Negros, and countless 
other islands of the archipelago. Krueger’s Sixth 
Army, which operated principally on Luzon, and 
Eichelberger’s Eighth Army, which concentrated on 
the southern islands, were still hard at it six months 
later. 


Throughout the battle in the Philippines, the 
United States was aided by the efforts of the 
Filipinos. The Filipino troops in fact had never 
ceased their resistance to the Japanese invaders, 
and during the occupation a fierce guerrilla war 
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Raising of the Flag over Mt. Suribachi, Iwo Jima in February, 1945. 





been joined by the few A 
capture, and together ae had har 

nese by burning and sniping and dynami 
had kept in touch with MacArthur ) 
upon his return they had arisen to take part in the 
fighting on Leyte and Luzon. Now in the final 
clean-up stage of the struggle, they proved especially 


useful at uprooting the die-hards among the enemy. 


The Filipinos by their courageous opposition to the 
Japanese proved beyond question their right to stand 
alone as an independent people. 


At last on July 5, 1945, General MacArthur was 
able to say: “The entire Philippine Islands are 
now liberated and the Philippine campaigns can be 
regarded as virtually closed.” He called it “the great- 
est disaster ever sustained by Japanese arms,” 
pointing to the annihilation of 23 enemy divisions 
with their 409,261 dead and 9,774 prisoners. The 
American casualties were reported to be 11,921 
killed, 401 missing, and 42,569 wounded. MacArthur’s 
communiques usually were prone to overestimate 
enemy losses, and this 40-to-1 ratio of fatalities 
seems incredible; but even with a discount for 
optimism the general’s phrase regarding the disaster 
suffered by Japan seems to be an understatement. 


At the time the first troops entered Manila, 
MacArthur began to look ahead toward new ob- 
jectives: “Japan itself is our final goal. ... Our 
motto becomes ‘On to Tokyo.’ We are ready in this 
veteran and proven command when called upon.” 
The Navy too was eager to press on to Japan and 
had already picked out the next island stepping 
stone. For several weeks prior to the assault on 
Luzon, preparatory bombings of the Voleano Islands 
had begun, and the invasion of one of that group, 
Sulphur Island, had been made even before Manila 
fell. The Japanese call Sulphur Island “Iwo A Sib one: at 
Americans will have reason to remember those two 
words of an alien language if they never learn any 
others. 


Iwo Jima lies between Tokyo and Saipan, ep- 
proximately 750 miles from each. The tiny island is 
only five miles long and is only three miles at its 
widest; its area is eight square miles. Its worth in 
peacetime would be negligible, but in 1944 it pos: 
sessed a fabulous military value. To Japan it was 
important as a base from which its planes could 
attack the Superfortresses that winged up from the 
Marianas to strike at the island empire. To the 
United States it had a double value: in American 
hands it would no longer be a nesting place for 
enemy Zeroes, and, on the positive side, its air strips 
would make it possible to send fighter planes along 
to escort the B-29s in their runs over Japan. Ameri- 
can leaders knew that Iwo would come high; the 
Japanese could be depended on to part with an air 
base within easy range of Tokyo only with extreme 
reluctance. It was decided that the price must be 
paid: 4,630 Marines dead or missing, 19,938 
wounded. 


Everything possible was done to lighten the 
casualties. Never had the diversionary raids been 
more sweeping; Mitscher’s carriers drove right up 
to Tokyo. Task Force 58 steamed under cover of 
bad weather within 300 miles of the Japanese cap- 
ital and on February 16 and 17 gave the Tokyo 
area a blasting to be remembered. Nearly 1,200 
carrier planes bombed the Kasumigaura naval air 
base, the Tachikawa army air base, aircraft fac- 
tories, shipping of all kinds. At the cost of only 
49 planes, read the Navy’s communique, 332 Japa- 
nese planes were knocked down, 177 planes were 
destroyed on the ground, an escort carrier was set 
on fire, and three destroyers were sunk. Later 
while the fight for Iwo was in progress, another 
carrier strike and a raid by 200 Superfortresses 
against plagued Tokyo. 


Never had the preliminary softening up of an 
island been more devastating. For 72 consecutive 
days before D-Day, bombers of the Seventh and 
Twentieth Air Forces and planes from aircraft 
carriers had rained 5,800 tons of bombs on Iwo 
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and bloodiest fight in the tory of their Corps. 
General Tadamichi avin ree the Japanese com- 
mander, had prepared a defense somewhat like 
that used at Tarawa. He had buried in the sand a 
maze of pillboxes so skillfully concealed that the 
first Marines ashore walked past them without 
noticing them. Further inland he had constructed 
among the caves an interlocking chain of under- 
ground fortifications. General Kuribayashi was 
quoted by Radio Tokyo as saying: “This island is 
the front line that defends our mainland, and I am 
going to die here.’ That attitude of desperation he 
communicated to the Japanese he commanded, and 
they became a force of 20,000 fanatics. Admiral 
Turner had reason to call Iwo “the most heavily 
fortified and capably defended island in the world.” 


Yet the Marines took it. The men of the Fourth 
and Fifth Marine Divisions led the way to the 
beaches and moved forward against light opposition. 
Not until great numbers of assault troops had 
pushed inland to the base of the Japanese strong-. 
hold on Mt. Suribachi did the enemy open fire; 
then all the guns on the heights and in the sand-_ 
covered pillboxes broke loose at once. The advance 
guard of Marines was caught between a searing 
cross-fire of machine guns, mortars, and howitzers. 
It seemed impossible that the invaders could hold 
their ground. The casualties sustained were so great 
that the morale of the Americans, by the reckoning 
of experts, should have cracked. The losses were 
borne; the beaches were held. The Marines at Iwo 
Jima demonstrated the truth of all the superlatives 
ever used in connection with their Corps. 


Over 40,000 men were needed to subdue the Japa- 
nese on Iwo. The Third Marine Division was added 
to the Fourth and the Fifth in the early phase of 
the battle; and those three divisions, aided by tanks, 
heavy artillery, naval guns, and aerial bombard. 
ment, eventually cleared the island. On February 
23, the Americans fought their way to the summit 
of Mt. Suribachi and thereby broke up the center 
of Japanese resistance. The stirring photograph of 
the raising of the flag at Suribachi became the most 
famous and familiar of the war pictures; carefully 
posed though it was, it was a dramatic portrayal 
of a significant event of the war. The Americans 
drove on to the sea, and on March 9 split the enemy’s 
troops by reaching the shore opposite the original 
point of invasion. The Japanese forces were further 
segmented by wedges of Marines, and a slow cam- 
paign was thereafter conducted against isolated 
pockets. The process of extermination was pro- 
nounced complete on March 16. 


The wiping out of the enemy garrison of 20,000 
was only one of the offsets to the heavy casualties 
suffered by the Marines. In April fighter planes 
began to leave the airfields on Iwo to escort the 
B-29s on their flights over Japan, and thenceforth 
the big bombers were able to drop down for low- 
level precision bombing raids. Moreover, in the 
four months following the capture of Iwo Jima, 
1,400 Superfortresses made emergency landings on 
its air strips. Those B-29s, but for the seizure of 
the island, might have been lost and their crews 
with them. The 15,000 airmen thus saved pointed 
up the reason that Iwo Jima was invaded. The 
tragedy of the battle was that so many had to die 
that others might live. 


Iwo was a suitable air base from which to bomb 
Japan, but it was too small to serve as a staging 
area for troops Tokyo bound. The Philippines were 





apan, 


485 square miles 
IS ‘the troops and armaments 
es. needed for the assault on the 
nd. Okinawa was intended by the 
; to be the Britain of the Pacific. 
Again the carrier planes of Task Force 58 Beted 
as “he point of the spear of invasion. For the Ry- 
ukyus operation Admiral Mitscher had 1,200 planes 
from the Enterprise, the eight large carriers of the 
Essex class, and the seven or eight light carriers of 
the Independence class. Admiral Spruance’s screen- 
ing ships in the Fifth Fleet included such leviathans 
as the New Jersey, the Wisconsin, and the Missouri, 
new battle cruisers like the Alaska and the Guam, 
and scores of cruisers, destroyers, and PT boats. 
In addition the Japanese were given a taste of what 
V-E Day was to mean to them by the appearance 
of a British task force in the vicinity of Okinawa; 
this British flotilla included the battleship King 
George V and four large carriers, the Indefatigable, 
the Indomitable, the Victorious, and the Illustrious. 
The preliminary moves in the Okinawa campaign 
followed the familiar pattern of island warfare in 
the Pacific: the seizure of undefended nearby islets, 
diversionary aerial attacks on widely scattered tar- 
gets, a protracted bombardment of the invasion 
beaches of the true objective, the storming of the 
alien shore, the easy establishment of a beachhead, 
the development of a bitter struggle with the at- 
tempt to move inland. This time the nearby islands 
seized were the tiny Keramas, only a few miles 
from Okinawa; they were needed for air strips in 
case no airfields fell readily in the Okinawa fight- 
ing. This time the American airmen ranged from 
Tokyo to Formosa in an effort to mislead the enemy. 
Nine days were spent in an intensive shelling and 
bombing of Okinawa’s coasts, care being taken to hit 
all the beaches in order to prevent the Japanese 
from anticipating the actual landing site. Then on 
April 1 a fleet of more than 1,400 vessels set troops 
of the Tenth Army down on the western coast near 
the center of the island. The war had been brought 
to Japan’s doorstep. 


The New United States Tenth Army, com- 
‘manded by General Simon B. Buckner, was com- 
posed of General John R. Hodge’s Twenty-fourth 
Army Corps and General Roy S. Geiger’s Third 
Marine Amphibious Corps. The Marines landed on 
the northern flank near Yontan, and. the Army 
Corps went ashore near Kadena. These veterans of 
Guadaleanal and Peleliu were incredulous at the 
light resistance encountered in the landings. “Dur- 
ing the first day,’ writes Gilbert Cant in The 
Great Pacific Victory, “the Marines had two casu- 
alties (one accident and one illness); in the first 
six hours of their advance, the Army troops found 
only 14 stray Japanese.” By April 38 both the 
Marine and the Army Corps had reached the is- 
land’s eastern coast; there the Marines turned 
north and by April 18 had occupied the northern 
half of the island. Okinawa was beginning to look 
like a soft touch. 


None of those in the army of invasion, however, 
felt that Okinawa would be easily won. Japan’s 
premier, Kuniaki Koison, had already warned his 
people: “‘The enemy now stands at our front gate. 
It is indeed the gravest moment in the history of 
our nation. ... We must either win... or we 
shall all die.” The Tokyo newspaper Yomiuri- 
Hochi, moreover, had gone so far as to say that if 
Okinawa could not be held, the Japanese would 
have “no hope of turning the course of the war.” 
At the southern end of the island, the Japanese 
defenders of Okinawa at last began to act as if 
they too believed that the battle was important. 
As the Tenth Army’s Twenty-fourth Corps ap- 
proached Naha, the island’s principal city, the 
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cliffs and coral caves. 


i Ay ypanese ¢ cour 
resource to jushiy erat 

p brciledar. on had left “is upper half 
ine: including the invasion beaches, un- 
peecaen in order to keep his forces intact; he had . 
withdrawn to the south, and there he had nearly 
100 000 men, well placed and well equipped. The 
enemy ’s line extended across the island above Naha, 
running through a rugged terrain of hills and 
From the heights Japanese 
gunners poured down a steady rain of shells upon 
the Americans. “The Japs,’ reported General 
Hodge, “have tremendous amounts of artillery and 
have used it far more intelligently than I have ever 
seen them use it to date.’ Moreover, since the front 
from shore to shore was scarcely more than a mile 
in length, the Americans had very little space in 
which to maneuver; in such a narrow corridor, 
General Buckner was never able to use his full 
strength to advantage. Every yard gained there- 
after cost heavy casualties. 

In the waters around Okinawa, the fleet support- 
ing the invasion likewise became involved in a bitter 
struggle, a bizarre battle without precedent. 
Kamikaze planes had made sporadic attacks on 
United States ships in the Philippines, but at Oki- 
nawa the Japanese committed thousands of their 
Kamikazes to a continuous series of strikes against 
Allied vessels. As a variation on the earlier suicide 
methods, the Nipponese now produced a new weapon, 
dubbed by the Americans as Baka or “Stupid.” The 
Baka bomb was a Japanese version of the German 
robot bomb; the macabre Oriental flying missile 
contained a pilot intent on dying in order to sink 
a United States man-of-war. The Kamikaze Corps 
sought to succeed where the Japanese Navy in the 
Philippine Sea and elsewhere had failed; the pur- 
pose of the suicide pilots was to knock out so many 
American ships that the remainder would have to 
run for safety, leaving the Tenth Army hopelessly 
isolated. Although the Japanese failed, they did 
play havoc, and the United States fleet suffered 
in proving that it had come to stay. This was to 
prove to be the most expensive campaign in the 
Unites States Navy’s history. 


The brunt of the “Divine Tempest’? was borne 
by the small vessels on the fringes of the picket 
line around Okinawa. Destroyers like the Bush, the 
new Colhoun, the Halligan, the Abele, the Pringle, 
and the Porter were sunk while standing guard 25 
to 50 miles away from the main anchorage. Since 
these little ships were the first to be spotted by 
enemy airmen, they usually became the principal 
objects of attack. Yet the larger ships, especially 
the carriers, did not escape unscathed, for not all 
the Kamikazes could be shot down before they 
reached the heart of the fleet. The old Nevada, 
however, was the only battleship to be hurt. The 
Bunker Hill, the Intrepid, the Enterprise, the Ti- 
conderoga, and the Hancock were among the large 
carriers that were struck. The worst injury was 
suffered by the Bunker Hill, hit while at flight 
quarters, with the result that a series of explosions 
all but ripped the ship apart; 393 crewmen were 
listed as dead or missing and 264 wounded, but 
the survivors put out the fires and brought their 
vessel safely back to port. In addition the British 
carriers Illustrious, Victorious, and Indefatigable 
were attacked off the Sakashima Islands, south of 
Okinawa, but they escaped with minor damage. 


Altogether 33 American ships were sunk and 50 
were damaged in the Okinawa battle. The Japanese 
plane and ship losses were staggering. Many lesser 
craft were destroyed by American pilots, but the 
most important kill was the sinking of the last of 
Japan’s modern dreadnaughts, the Yamato, by the 
airmen of Task Force 58. The estimate of Japanese 
planes, Kamikazes and otherwise, knocked down 
ran well over the 4,000 mark. As the campaign 
drew to a close the Japanese seemed undiscouraged 
by the failure of the Kamikazes to achieve the suc- 
cess that had been expected. Radio Tokyo an- 
nounced that Japan’s whole naval air arm had be- 
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shrines.” by ‘ve? — 
While the battle at sea was being fought, the 
Tenth Army was gradually wearing down the 
Japanese defenders on Okinawa. The nature of the 
struggle is shown by the names of the hills and 
ridges that saw most of the fighting: Kakazu 
Ridge, Conical Hill, Chocolate Drop, Sugar Loaf 
Hill, Shuri Ridge. The Seventh, Twenty-seventh, 














Yet vith $* oh v1 
Japanese Empire found no 
Air Force had come a long 













Seventy-seventh, and Ninety-sixth Infantry Divi- June, 1944, that 68 Superfortres lown 

sions a the First, Second, and Sixth Marine Divi- Chengtu in China and bombed Yawa a. On é 
sions all had a part in driving the Japanese from same day, June 15, 1944, the Navy had Lge po 
their vantage points atop Okinawa’s southern vast new opportunities for the use of the B-29s by 
heights. The capture of Conical Hill and Shuri stabbing into the Marianas at Saipan; from those = 
Castle, two of the enemy’s principal strongholds, new bases the distance to Tokyo was cut in half, 
helped break the Nipponese line, and shortly there- and the Marianas could be supplied from the sea, 
after the mopping-up with grenades and flame- thereby eliminating the long haul of gasoline and 
throwers began. Okinawa was pronounced secure parts over the Hump. Then in February, 1945, Iwo 


Jima was invaded, and its seizure increased the 


Sk oh effectiveness of the Superforts in many ways: Iwo 


‘Three days before the end of the battle for again halved the journey to Japan; Mustang fighter 
Okinawa, General Buckner was killed in action. planes could thereafter accompany the B-29s on 
Shortly before his death, Buckner had been com- their missions; the Superfortresses could carry 
pelled to defend his strategy against critics at greater bomb loads by refueling at Iwo; and the 
home. Homer Bigart, a front line correspondent of island could serve as a rescue station for crippled 
the New York Herald Tribune, wrote that the tac- planes unable to get back to the Marianas. The 
tics of the Tenth Army’s leaders had been too bombing flights from Chengtu had been largely 
conservative; an amphibious landing behind the experimental; those from the Marianas had been 
enemy lines, he felt, would have avoided many hit-or-miss affairs, ineffective because of the 
costly assaults of the hills held by the Japanese. heights from which the explosives had to be dropped. 
David Lawrence in his Washington column took After Iwo Jima was acquired, the Superfortresses 
an extreme stand: ‘Why is the truth about the made much of Japan a shambles. 
military fiasco at Okinawa being hushed up? Why The B-298 kept hard atlib-durine’ (ies Oki ae 


has no one in the high command of the United 
States disclosed the mistakes that appear to have 
made the Okinawa affair a worse example of mili- 
tary incompetence than Pearl Harbor?” General 
Buckner, however, denied that new landings would 
have saved lives, and Admiral Nimitz concurred. 


campaign, and by its close General Curtis E. LeMay, 
commander of the Twentieth Air Force, could tick 
off the industrial Japanese cities that had been 
ruined by fire bombs. “Yokohama is gone, Nagoya 
is no longer a worthwhile target,’ he announced. 
“Kobe is gone. Soon we'll be striking smaller cities 


The arm-chair strategists had missed the point in the 100,000 population class.” Next he added 
that Okinawa was costly because it was not a battle Osaka to his list; Tokyo too lost all but 10 square 
but a campaign. This was no tiny Iwo Jima; Oki- miles of its 60 square miles of industrial area. 
nawa was several times the size of Iwo Jima and “We have destroyed the five largest cities in 
was defended by five times the number of Japanese. Japan,” he then declared, “and any one of these 
Japan on Okinawa lost 110,549 killed and 8,696 would be a major disaster. We have done this with 
prisoners; the Army, the Navy, and the Marine less than half the strength that we will have in the 
Corps of the United States lost 11,477 killed and Pacific. We have the capacity to devastate Japan 
missing and 31,804 wounded. The ratio of American and we will do so if she does not surrender. Missions 
to Japanese losses shows how incorrect was David of 1,000 planes will come before long. ... In a few 
Lawrence’s charge of incompetence. Okinawa months we will be running out of targets.” 


simply demonstrated that casualties could be ex- 


pected to mount as the Battle of Japan reached its July, 1945, was the most successful month ex- 


perienced by the Twentieth Air Force. At a cost 


climax. of only 11 planes, 40,000 tons of explosives were 
The loss of Okinawa was a major disaster for delivered to 39 manufacturing centers and other 
Japan. It gave the Allies, just as the war in Europe scattered targets. As a part of a war of nerves, 
came to an end, an invasion base for future oper- General LeMay dropped leaflets listing for the 
ations against the Japanese homeland. The defeat Japanese the 11 cities next to be bombed. In spite 
on Okinawa coupled with the simultaneous closing of that warning Japanese airmen were powerless 
of the campaign in the Philippines shut the Nip- to stop the Superforts when they appeared on 
ponese off from their stolen empire in Indo-China schedule. As LeMay put it: “We feel that if we 
and in the East Indies. Admiral Nimitz made that can convince enough of them that they have nothing 
point clear: “Establishment of our forces on Oki- to look forward to but total destruction, we may 
nawa has practically cut off all Japanese positions shorten the war. ... We are telling them where 
to the southward as far as sea communications are we are going to hit and they can’t do anything 
concerned. It has made the Japanese situation in about it.” The Japanese had much food for thought 
China, Burma and the Dutch East Indies untenable as the “‘Big Month” of the Pacific ended; already 
and has forced withdrawals which are now being reeling under aerial attack, they faced the terrible 
exploited by our forces in China.” Japan’s “Greater prospect of misery multiplied when the Allied airmen 
East Asia” was bankrupt. Everywhere the Japanese from Europe reached the Pacific theater. 
empire began to crumble. The Navy matched the Twentieth Air Force in 
In Burma, General Frank Merrill’s American bringing the war home to Nippon. The naval strikes 
“Marauders” and General Orde C. Wingate’s Brit- in Japan’s home waters in 1945 were far different 
ish “Raiders,” airborne organizations that had kept from the morale bombing of Tokyo by Doolittle’s 
the Japanese busy in years past, now gave way to Hornet-based B-25s in April, 1942. The Fifth Fleet’s 
larger and better equipped forces that administered carrier plane sweeps of February and March of 
repeated defeats to the enemy. On March 21 Man-’ 1945 were no hit-and-run jabs; in those raids 
dalay fell to the British, and on May 3 Rangoon hundreds of planes struck at assigned targets for 
was abandoned before Britain’s advancing columns hours. Yet the Fifth Fleet’s bombardments were as 
reached the city. Admiral Mountbatten thereupon nothing compared to those delivered by the Third 
reported that Burma was virtually cleared of the Fleet in July. Halsey not only made use of his 
enemy. As Rangoon yielded other British Empire aircraft, but in addition he ordered his battleships 
troops knocked at the gates of Borneo by seizing in close to the enemy coasts and poured shells on 
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ers pu 
t that day, however, was the 

installations on Tokyo’s home 
H y the battleships Massachusetts, 
a, and South Dakota, and a host of cruisers 
's; the chief target, the steel works of 
Kamaishi, was under heavy fire for two hours. On 
‘the following day the battleships Jowa, Missouri, 
and Wisconsin, led a flotilla of ships to the northern 
island, Hokkaido, where the Nihon and Wanishi 
steel works were blasted. Finally on July 17 came 
a climactic battleship and carrier raid conducted 
by 133 American and British vessels. The might of 
that powerful array was awe-inspiring: to the six 
battleships previously named were added the Ala- 
bama, the North Carolina, and England’s King 
George V; the four carriers already mentioned 
were joined by the Bennington, Hancock, Randolph, 
Ticonderoga, Yorktown, Bonhomme Richard, Shang- 
ri-La, Wasp, Belleaw Wood, Cowpens, Monterey, 
Bataan, and England’s Indefatigable, Implacable, 
Victorious, and Formidable. That stupendous dis- 
play of naval strength furnished the Japanese with 
an object lesson they were quick to grasp. Admiral 
Halsey did not misjudge his foes when he said: 
“If the Nips do not know they are a doomed nation, 
then they are stupider than I think they are.” 


Shortly after Halsey spoke the Japanese were 
to learn that Doom takes forms that are strange 
and wonderful and terrible. On August 6, 1945, at 
the city of Hiroshima it took the form of an awesome 
new weapon, the atomic bomb. The release of atomic 
power was no war-time phenomenon; it had been 
made possible by a brilliant array of scholars whose 
labors covered a half-century. As the Second 
World War opened, however, many important dis- 
coveries regarding the practical application of 
nuclear energy appeared close at hand, and scientists 
of all lands worked feverishly throughout the war 

to produce an atomic fission weapon. The United 
- States and Great Britain pooled their resources 
and their knowledge, their scientists collaborating in 
bringing the dread instrument into being. Thou- 
sands of men and billions of dollars were needed 
to carry on the work in great plants at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, at Richland, Washington, and at Sante 
Fe, New Mexico. Tests in the New Mexican desert 
in July, 1945, demonstrated that the Allied scientists 
had won the race to produce an atomic bomb. 


The leaders of the United States, Great Britain, 
Russia, and China were in conference at Potsdam 
in Germany when the final test of the atomic bomb 
was made. When the results of the New Mexican 
experiment were received in Potsdam, an uncon- 
ditional surrender ultimatum to Japan, already 
under consideration, was drawn up. The words of 
warning to Japan had special meaning: “The full 
application of our military power, backed by our 
resolve, will mean the inevitable and complete de- 
struction of the Japanese armed forces and just as 
inevitably the utter devastation of the Japanese 
homeland.” The nations in the “Big Four” already 
at war with Japan, the United States, Great Britain, 
and China, signed the document. Premier Stalin 
still seemed unimpressed by the atomic weapon; he 
chose to await developments, and Russia conse- 
quently was not a signatory to the ultimatum. 


Stalin did not have long to wait, for develop- 
ments in Japan were spectacularly rapid. As might 
have been expected the Japanese chose to ignore 
the Potsdam Declaration; after all, demands for 
surrender usually carried a suggestion of impending 
disaster. The Allied forecast of ‘utter devastation” 
this time, however, proved to be no idle threat. 
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On the day the first atomic bomb was released 
on Hiroshima, President Truman**issued another 
warning to the Japanese. “If they do not now 
accept our terms,” he declared, “they may expect 
a rain of ruin from the air the like of which has 
never been seen on this earth.” When the Japanese 
again turned a deaf ear, a second bomb was dropped 
on August 9, this time on the city of Nagasaki. 
That bomb, announced as an improved model which 
made the Hiroshima bomb obsolete, sent a pillar of 
fire and smoke 45,000 feet in the air and wrecked 
factories miles apart. J. Robert Oppenheimer, one 
of the American scientists who worked on the 
project, later wrote: “That bomb at Nagasaki 
would have taken out 10 square miles, or a bit 
more, if there had been 10 square miles to take out.” 


The Hiroshima bomb convinced Russia, and on 
August 8 the Soviet Union declared war on Japan. 
Stalin had no intention of permitting the United 
States and Great Britain to write a treaty of peace 
for the Orient without his help. Russia had the 
scores of the Russo-Japanese War and the quarrels 
over the Manchurian boundary to settle with Japan; 
Soviet cooperation against the Japanese, therefore, 
was a certainty from the outset. Stalin at Potsdam, 
however, showed that he preferred to let the Russian 
armies rest for a while. The Hiroshima attack 
made it clear that further rest might mean that 
the war would end before Russia could join in the 
conflict. As it was the Soviet Union was at war 
only two days before Janan offered to surrender. 


The Nagasaki bomb convinced the Japanese. 
Japan had been made to feel its helplessness by the 
Superfortress attacks, by the naval bombardment of 
its coasts, by the loss of Okinawa. Already the 
Allies had begun to add to their tremendous power 
in the Pacific by the transfer of men and ships 
and planes from Europe. Already “Operation 
Olympic” for the invasion of Kyushu had been set 
for November, 1945, and “Operation Coronet” for 
the strike at the Tokyo area had been planned for 
March, 1946. The Japanese, of course, did not know 
the dates, but they did know that invasion was 
coming. Japan’s air force had been driven from 
the skies; her navy was gone. The atomic bombs 
were the last straws. To credit these atomic weap- 
ons with the victory over the Japanese would do 
an injustice to the Army, Navy, and Marine units 
that had carried the fight to Japan’s home islands 
through nearly four years of bitter warfare. Yet 
the champions of the various services would do well 
not to ignore the importance of the atomic bomb in 
hastening, perhaps by many months, the end of the 
war. 

Even before the atomic bombs were unleashed, 
the Japanese government had sent out a peace 
feeler to the Allies through the Soviet Union; to 
that inquiry about terms the Potsdam Declaration 
had been an answer. While Japan balked at the 
demand for unconditional surrender and talked of 
“fighting to the end, even if we may be forced to 
eat grass and sleep in the fields,” the bombs fell 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the Soviet armies 
began to overrun Manchuria. On August 10 the 
Japanese announced that they had had enough; 
they were ready, they said, to accept the Potsdam 
ultimatum provided “the said declaration does not 
compromise any demand which prejudices the 
prerogatives of His Majesty as a sovereign ruler.” 


This face-saving effort to retain Hirohito as 
head of the government of Japan was debated by 
Allied leaders, many of whom felt that the Japanese 


of hostilities on 
still holding out on of fiche d isle 
The Allied reply of August 11 to the 
render note, therefore, included the state 
“the authority of the Emperor and the Japanese 
Government to rule the State shall be subject to ae 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers.” For 
the time being the Emperor could stay but he would 
be permitted to do and say only those things that 
the Allies approved. Whether or not he was to be 
a permanent fixture would depend on the type of 
government ultimately adopted by the Japanese 
people. : 

Japan waited three days before answering the 
new proposal from the Allies. The interval was used 
to prepare the Japanese for the shock of defeat; 
they had been so completely misled by their propa- 
ganda that ways of softening the blow had to be 
found. The newspaper Yomiuri-Hochi of Tokyo 
urged everyone “to wait for the great command from 
the throne” and added: ‘The stark reality is that 
Japan and the Japanese people now stand at the 
crossroads of life or death. In this worst national 
crisis in our history, all the people must strictly 
guard against the danger of internal split and 
conflict. . . . Internal confusion is no way of saving 
the nation from the gravest crisis with which 
Japan is now confronted.” Then on August 14 the 
Emperor issued an imperial rescript describing the 
necessity of accepting the Potsdam Declaration. In a 
masterpiece of understatement he admitted that 
“the war situation has developed not necessarily to 
Japan’s advantage,” and he attributed Japan’s sur- 
render to the Allied use of the atomic bomb which 
ultimately would have brought about the “oblitera- 
tion of the Japanese nation.’”’ Consequently Japan 
must suffer the insufferable. 

Many in the United States and in other Allied 
nations believed that the war with Japan should 
have been allowed to continue in preference to 
allowing the Japanese High Command to paint such 
a favorable word picture for home consumption. 
The impression grew in some quarters that the 
enemy was dictating the peace. Hanson Baldwin 


to the 


would then have discovered that the means 
the Allies reached Tokyo was not too it 
what would count would be the course foll 
after arrival. Further required reading for 
who expressed disappointment that Japan ha 
given up too soon should have been an account 
the assault on Iwo Jima. 

On August 14 the Japanese acceptance of the 
Potsdam terms was proclaimed. Simultaneously 
General MacArthur was announced as the Supreme 
Commander of the Allies, a position that made him 
the stage manager for the official pageant of sur- 
render. After the necessary preliminaries had been 
worked out with the Japanese representatives who 
met MacArthur in Manila, a military and naval oc- 
cupation force was sent to the Tokyo area. Mac- 
Arthur flew there in a plane significantly bearing 
the name of “Bataan” and directed that the 
emissaries of the enemy join Allied leaders on the 
battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. There on Sep- 
tember 2, 1945, surrounded by battleships of the 
American and British fleets, the Japanese envoys 
signed the document that proclaimed the uncondi- 
tional surrender of all forces under Japan’s con- 
trol. Japan was thereby virtually reduced to the 
position she had occupied when Commander Perry 
first visited Japan with an Americal naval squad- 
ron. MacArthur then spoke the final words of the 
ceremony and of the war: “Let us pray that peace 
be now restored to the world and that God will 
preserve it always.” 


CHAPTER XV 


Uneasy Peace 


The Second World War’s most significant and 
most terrible moment came on July 16, 1945, the 
day that the directors of the Atomic Bomb Project 
tested the product of their labors in the desert of 
New Mexico by detonating the first atomic bomb. 
H. D. Smyth’s Atomic Energy for Military Purposes, 
the official report on the development of the new 
weapon, includes General Thomas F. Farrell’s de- 
scription of the impression made by the frightful 
blast on the observers: “The effects could well be 
called unprecedented, magnificent, beautiful, stu- 
pendous and terrifying. . . . The lighting effects 
beggared description. The whole country was lighted 
by a searing light with the intensity many times 
that of the midday sun. It was golden, purple, violet, 
gray and blue. ... Thirty seconds after, the explosion 
came first, the air blast pressing hard against the 
people and things, to be followed almost immediately 
by the strong, sustained, awesome roar which warned 
of doomsday and made us feel that we puny things 
were blasphemous to dare tamper with the forces 
heretofore reserved to the Almighty.” The phenom- 
enal success of that experiment proved that for 
better or for worse a new age, the Age of Atomic 
Energy, had been born. 


Destiny seldom grants to man the opportunity 
to witness in his own time the complete transforma- 
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tion of his way of life. 
era to another is usually so gradual that it is well- 
nigh imperceptible even to those who experience a 
small degree of change, and the time required for 
an observable mutation can ordinarily be measured 
in centuries. The men of the Eighteenth Century, 
for example, had little understanding of the way 
in which the daily lives of all mankind were being 
transformed by the mechanical inventions then be- 
ginning to be introduced. Not until the process of 
harnessing machines to do work formerly done by 
hand had been going on for a hundred years was 
the importance of the change fully grasped. Only 
then did the period acquire the name of “Industrial 
Revolution.” Today, two centuries after the in- 
ventions that heralded the advent of the Industrial 
Revolution first were contrived, historians and 
economists and sociologists and political scientists 
and philosophers still are attempting to interpret 
the forces set in motion during that revolutionary 
epoch. 


Moreover, when a social upheaval occurs, the 
generations living during the time of discord may 
not be astute enough to see that a new era has 
dawned. That was true in great measure of the 
American Revolution and the French Revolution. 
Americans there were who realized that Yorktown 
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die without any conception of 
of the forces at work around them, 
left to later historians the task of 
ck and appraising the progress achieved. 
_--—s«* The present generation then appears to be about 
to set forth upon an adventure unique in history. 
«Tf the scientists have not misinformed us, we will 
uw watch the new Atomic Age unfold in a span so 
> brief that we will be able to record not only the 
. fact of transition but the nature of it as well. Mer 
of the future will have to reinterpret and revis«¢ 
our findings, for no special power of prophecy is 
granted to the men of today. Yet more than mos‘ 
we will have an awareness of change and will be 
compelled to formulate comprehensive explanations 
of the march of events. The speed of the trans- 
formation will allow no alternative course, for our 
current age of the machine that occupied two 
centuries in reaching maturity is to be replaced in 

less than a decade by the Age of the Atom. 


The prospect is not altogether inviting. The 
tragedy of the men of science whose researches 
have made possible the release of nuclear energy 
is that up to the present they seem to have been 
intent on bringing something destructive into being. 
Actually the reverse is true. The changes in our 
world sought by the scientists were intended to be 
for the benefit of mankind, and to contend, as have 
the timid among us, that the atom should never 
have been split is to: argue against every device 
from the match to the aeroplane that serves pur- 
poses that are both good and evil. 


Much that is good can be expected to develop 
from atomic research. A new source of power to 
do man’s work is offered, an energy which when 
harnessed will become vastly more important than 
steam or electricity. The petroleum industry can 
make use of new methods of separating gasoline 
fractions. Rapid developments can now be made in 
the dehydration of foods and in the production of 
vitamins. The new knowledge gained about radio- 
activity opens the way to many improvements in 
the field of medicine, as for example in the treat- 
ment of cancer. In short, we have opening before 
us a technological revolution promising a longer and 
healthier life and a happier one of greater ease 
and leisure. 


All of these things are ours—if we keep the 
peace; and there is the rub. Actually the one basic 
concern of all mankind growing out of the use of 
atomic energy is the problem of preserving peace 
in order to avoid a war fought with atomic weapons. 
Unfortunately technological advances will be made 
in all directions, and just as atomic power will 
revolutionize industry so will it revolutionize war- 
fare. At last man has developed the ultimate 
weapon, the one with which he can completely de- 
stroy himself; and if the history of his past means 
anything, no fear of self-destruction will deter him 
from making full use of this new instrument if wa 
comes again. 


The casualty figures of Hiroshima and_ th. 
wreckage of Nagasaki show what another World 
War would bring. The improved Nagasaki bomb 
pulverized wooden structures and _ twisted steel 
girders miles apart; it would have, according to 
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, “taken out 10 square 
miles . . . if there had been 10 square miles to 
take out.” It matters little whether scientists im- 
prove upon this bomb, as unquestionably they will. 
Today the bombardier holds in his hands a destruc- 
tive force that could obliterate all the major cities 
of the world in a few days of fighting. Planes and 
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Pe all pe 4 
- The military and naval leaders of the United 


The military ¢ 
States have sought to give reassurance on this 


subject by saying, to use the words of Admiral 
Nimitz, “there has never yet been a weapon against 
which man has been unable to devise a counter- 
weapon or defense.” Yet as Bernard Brodie, editor 
of The Absolute Weapon, points out: “Before we 
can speak of a defense against atomic bombs being 
effective, the frustration of the attack for any 
given target must be well-nigh complete.” Hereto- 
fore it has been possible to consider a defense ade- 
quate when the defenders made an offensive too 
costly to be continued. The defense of London dur- 
ing the air blitz was successful because the Luft- 
waffe lost so many planes that the Germans had 
to give up their bomber sweeps. In every raid, 
however, German airmen reached the city and 
dropped scores of bombs on their objective. Had 
they been using atomic bombs, London, in spite of 
an adequate defense, would have been wiped from 
the face of the earth. Admiral Nimitz, moreover, 
would have seen his great fleet off Okinawa dis- 
integrate if the same small number of Kamikaze 
pilots who penetrated the Navy’s superb defense 
had been carrying atomic bombs. 


In this Atomic Age, it is clear that an adequate 
defense is no defense at all. The only possible 
defense is a complete defense which stops all the 
planes or robots or rockets or other “victory weap- 
ons” used by an enemy. Thus far no complete mili- 
tary defense has been devised for any instrument 
of war, not even the slingshot. One means alone 
remains untried: a strong, permanent international 
organization possessed of sufficient power to main- 
tain peace. For peace is the one complete defense 
against atomic weapons. 


Throughout the war the heads of the Allied 
governments made repeated professions of their 
determination to set up permanent peace machinery 
at the cessation of hostilities. At Moscow in Oc- 
tober, 19438, a meeting of the foreign secretaries of 
the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet 
Union brought together Cordell Hull, Anthony Eden, 
and Vyacheslaff Molotov; with the concurrence of 
the Chinese ambassador to Russia, they agreed to 
establish ‘“‘a general international organization, 
based on the principal of the sovereign equality of 
all peace-loving States, and open to membership to 
all such States, large and small, for the maintenance 
of international peace and security.” At Teheran in 
November, 1943, President Roosevelt, Prime Min- 
ister Churchill, and Premier Stalin held their first 
joint discussions and resolved “to make a _ peace 
that will command good will from the overwhelming 
masses of the people of the world and banish the 
scourge and terror of war for many generations.” 
At Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, D. C., in Oc- 
tober, 1944, representatives of the United States, 
Great Britain, Russia, and China set forth the pur- 
poses of a United Nations organization, calling for 
“effective collective measures for the prevention and 
removal of threats to the peace and the suppression 
of acts of aggression.” At Yalta in the Crimea in 
February, 1945, President Roosevelt, Prime Min- 
ister Churchill, and Premier Stalin again conferred 
and designated April 25, 1945, as the time and San 
Francisco as the place for a conference to draw up 
a charter for a world security organization. Finally 
at San Francisco the Charter of the United Nations 
was prepared by the delegates of 50 states; article 
two of that document sounded the keynote: “All 
members shall settle their international disputes by 
peaceful means in such a manner that international 
peace and security, and justice are not endangered.” 


The head of the American delegation to the 
San Francisco Conference, Secretary of State Ed- 
ward R. Stettinius offered a frank observation on 
the charter: “Will it keep the peace? That depends 
upon the will to peace with which the nations of 













cisco meeting, however, did the will to - 

too strong among the major powers. A ti 
during the war did the Big Four meet the outspoken 
demand for a statement of purposes repanide 
terms for the peace treaties with which the war 
would be closed. In important conferences at Casa- 
blanca, Washington, Quebec, Moscow, Cairo, Te- 
heran, Yalta, and Potsdam, the representatives of 
all or part of the Big Four discussed many things. 
The decisions reached on military strategy achieved 
much that was good and had a determining influence 
on the course of the war, yet as regards the final 
formula for peace the public announcements stuck 
largely to platitudes. 


On occasion prior to the war’s conclusion, con- 
ference members would come to grips with reality in 
their peace making. At Moscow the foreign min- 
isters agreed to the setting up of a democratic 
government in Italy and made reference to the re- 
establishment of an independent Austria. At Cairo 
Chiang Kai-shek exacted from Roosevelt and Chur- 
chill the assurance that Manchuria and Formosa 
would be restored to China and that Korea would 
be made independent. At Yalta Russia was prom- 
ised a free hand in taking over territory in Poland, 
while the Poles were offered compensation in the 
form of slices of Germany. Further than that the 
Allies would not go. 


The stock reply to the critics who insisted on a 
definite peace formula was that the war must first 
be won before the generalities of conference state- 
ments could be changed into specifics. Certainly 
the desire to avoid any discord that might jeopardize 
victory was understandable, but this policy of post- 
ponement simply lent color to the suspicion that 
the United Nations were finding it difficult to find 
common ground on which to lay the foundation for 
peace. Delay only emphasized the differences, and 
the year that followed the close of hostilities was 
marked by constant bickering among the erstwhile 
Allies. Not until July, 1946, did the foreign min- 
isters agree to call a general peace conference and 
then only after an exchange of accusations between 
Secretary of State James F. Byrnes and Foreign 
Secretary Molotov. 


The war years and the year of uneasy peace 
that has transpired since the end of the war make it 
difficult to hold high hopes that the peace 
conference will make a satisfactory settlement of 
the world’s disputes. The drawing of boundaries 
that will be pleasing to all the nationalistic aspira- 
tions of European and Asiatic peoples is patently 
impossible. Yet now even the long-cherished wish 
that the Big Four could reach an agreement to 
cooperate in the ways of peace seems impossible of 
fulfillment. The split between the United States 
and Great Britain on one side and the Soviet Union 
on the other seems wide and deep. Stalin’s insistence 
on looking upon the Baltic region as an area of 
Soviet interest is resented by the United States 
and Britain; yet both the United States and Britain 
have spheres of influence that they refuse to dis- 
cuss with outsiders. The age-old Anglo-Soviet 
rivalries in the Balkans and in the Middle East 
continue to embroil the two countries in international 
disputes. Above all, the go-it-alone policy of Russia 
in all matters territorial and political has aroused 





ment as they frequently prom 
ferences, now threaten to engage i 
ma a tie aoe than ever. | 
people o e world are growing resigned 
idea of a Third World War. ee "i 
Yet a Third World War is by no means in- , 
evitable. In the United Nations Organization, man- i 
kind has the rudiments of an agency through which ‘ 
peace can be maintained. The assurance of the 
cooperation of the United States gets the United 
Nations off to a better start than did the ill-fated | 
League of Nations. The United Nations Organiza- 

tion, however, faces the same stumbling block with 

which the League was confronted, the obstacle of 
national sovereignty. Men of good will must, there- 

fore, realize the limitations of the United Nations 

and work to expand its power and influence. If 

that expansion can come only at the expense of 
national sovereignty, then the leaders of the nations 

will have to decide whether sovereignty will be p 
yielded before or after the next war. An atomic 

war will leave so little in its wake that national 
sovereignty will no longer matter. 


Actually then the terms of the treaty closing the 
Second World War will be of minor importance. 
Far greater significance will be attached to the 
machinery for carrying out the treaty’s provisions. 
If the United Nations is employed in its full capacity, 
grievances and differences arising out of the peace 
conference can be settled through the good offices 
of the security organization. If the United Nations 
is relegated to a secondary place and national 
sovereignty and power politics hold sway, then the 
peace will be lost a second time. Then will the words 
of Woodrow Wilson spoken at St. Louis in 1919 
have renewed significance: “And the glory of the 
Armies and the Navies of the United States is 
gone ... and there ensues upon it, in the suitable 
darkness of the night, the nightmare of dread 
which lay upon the nations before this war came; 
and there will come some time, in the vengeful 
Providence of God, another struggle in which, not 
a few hundred thousand fine men from America 
will have to die, but as many millions as are neces- 
sary to accomplish the final freedom of the peoples 
of the world.” 


The men who make and work to keep the peace 
can study the stupendous casualty totals of the 
First and Second World Wars. They will not miss 
the significance of the progress made by human- 
kind in the art of self-slaughter. They will ponder 
the implications of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki and their relationship to the estimate 
of casualties in an atomic war. They can decide 
whether they prefer to recast their moral and 
political values in terms of world federation, or 
whether they choose to emulate the mole and tunnel 
underground in an effort to escape the holocaust. 
The peoples of the earth challenge their leaders to 
help them to walk in the light. 
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SThe PIGHTING “MEN of ARKANSAS 


Seaman 1/c Bezaleel Beene, son of Wiley Clinton and Virgie Beene, was 
born December 16, 1908, at Greenbrier, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Conway High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ 
College at Conway, after which he was engaged as a farmer and a cotton 
census taker. He entered the Navy February 26, 1926, serving four years, 
and reenlisted September 26, 1939, and December 20, 1943. He received 
training at San Diego, California, and departed December 8, 1939, for the 
South Pacific theater for service including Coral Sea, Java Sea, and South 
Pacific Battles. Detached from the U. S. S. Houston November 14, 1945, 
he is now on shore duty in the Navy Post Office, Bainbridge, Maryland, 
as Mailman 1/c. His parents live in Conway, Arkansas. 






BEZALEEL BEENE 


Pfc. James Weldon Shofner, son of Aud and Beulah Shofner, was born at 
Damascus, Arkansas. He received his education by attending South Side 
High School, afterwards being employed in his father’s sawmill. Entering 
the Infantry July 29, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Wallace, 
Texas, qualifying in truck driving. After training ten months in the 
United States, he was sent to the European Theater of Operations and 
participated in two major battles in Central Europe. Pfc. Shofner was 
wounded in action December 25; 1944. He received Rifle Sharpshooter’s 
Medal and was awarded the Purple Heart, European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and American Defense Ribbon. Returning 
to the United States January 10, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, January 15, 1946. He and his wife, Johnnie, live in 
Damascus with their child. 





JAMES WELDON SHOFNER 


Shipfitter 3/c Wendell D. Harlan, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Harlan, was 
born at Mt. Vernon, Arkansas on September 17, 1923. He received his 
education at Enola (Arkansas) High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as a loading bay operator at the Arkansas Ordnance Plant (Jack- 
sonville). Entering the United States Naval Reserve on March 11, 1943, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California and attended D. D. 
Training and Welding Schools, qualifying for duty as a shipfitter. He 
sailed for the South Pacific Theater on June 10, 1943 and served for two 
years with the Third and Fifth Fleets. For meritorious service he received 
the Philippine Liberation ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater ribbon with six 
battle stars, American Theater ribbon and Third and Fifth Fleet Unit 
citations, and was honorably discharged at Memphis on November 10, 1945. 


WENDELL D. HARLAN 


Technician Fourth Grade Harry J. McCarty, Jr., son of Harry J. and Mary 
Louise McCarty, of Vilonia, Arkansas, was born at Holland, Arkansas, 
October 4, 1911. After receiving his public school education in the Holland 
schools, he was engaged in farming, truck driving and mechanical work 
prior to entering the United States Army, on December 22, 1942, and 
received basic training at Pine Camp, New York. Assigned to 894th 
Ordnance Heavy Automotive Maintenance, he was sent to England on 
November 11, 1943, and participated in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Battle of the Bulge, Ardennes and Central Germany campaigns and served 
two months with the Army of Occupation. Among his decorations is the 
Unit citation for operation on the Famous Red Ball Highway through 
Normandy and Northern France, and a Markmanship medal (rifle). He 
was discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 14, 1945. 





HARRY J. McCARTY, JR. 
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ROBERT ILA WHEAT 


Lt. Commander Thomas Leslie Boardman, son of Mrs. Jessie Dent Board- 
man, was born at Arcadia, Missouri, on August 31, 1919, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1925. He received his education by attending the Conway High 
School 1930-1934 and Oberlin College 1935-1939. Entering the Navy on 
May 1, 1941, he received boot training at Northwestern University and, 
after attending Naval Midshipman’s School, qualified in demolition. He 
departed from the United States March, 1942, for Australia, serving in 
that theater until August and in North Africa from November, 1942, to 
January, 1943, returning to the South Pacific Theater April, 1944, until 
December, 1945. Commander Boardman saw service in the Coral Sea, 
Guadalcanal, and Gulf of Pagues campaigns, landings on Morocco, and 
occupation of Algiers. He also spent three months in Japan. He received 
citation (Sec. Nav.) and was released to inactive duty at Chicago, De- 
cember 22, 1945. He lives in Conway with his wife, Cynthia. 





a 


JOHNSON WADE HOWELL 


Pfe. Friedman E. Morgan, son of Mrs. Francis E. Morgan, was born at 
Conway, Arkansas, January 27, 1913. He received his education by at- 
tending the Conway High School, after which he was engaged as painter 
and contractor. He entered the Army Air Forces on November L4.01942; 
received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, where he qualified 
as painter and carpenter. Attached to 4th Airdrome Sqd., he was sent 
to Brisbane, Australia, on May 17, 1943, participating in the campaigns 
of New Guinea and Luzon. For meritorious service, Pfc. Morgan received 
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Victory Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. After serving thirty-one 
months overseas he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Decem- 
ber 26, 1945, and returned to Conway, where he lives with his wife, Mary 
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Arkansas, was born at DeWitt, Arkansas, on ] 126;%1 
educated at Conway, Arkansas, High School and Hendrix | 
graduated with high honors from the United States Military : 1 
West Point, New York, in June, 1940, being number twelve man in : 
class of 451 members. He was a cadet Sergeant, summer camp tennis 
champion, academic coach and pistol marksman at the Academy. Assigned 
to the 92d Coast Artillery, he was sent to the Philippines in October, 1940, 
and was stationed at Fort Mills. Captain Wheat took part in the famous 
defense of Corregidor before that fortress was overwhelmed by superior 
enemy numbers in the early months of 1942. Captured by the Japanese 
on May 7, 1942, Captain Wheat was taken to the prison at Cabanatuan 
and later, in October, 1944, was moved to the notorious Bilibid prison in 
Manila. Leaving the Philippines in December, 1944, Captain Wheat was 
taken to Moji prison camp, Kyushu Island, Japan, and later transferred 
to the prison camp at Fukuoka, where he died on February 22, 1945. This 
gallant officer, who sacrificed his life in his country’s cause, is survived 
by his parents, and his wife, Mrs. Dorothy Fairlamb Wheat. 





THOMAS L. BOARDMAN 


T/5 Johnson Wade Howell, son of Phillip and Dora Howell, was born 
April 2, 1921, at Wooster, Arkansas. He attended Wooster Public Schools, 
after which he was employed by Wards Body Works, Conway, Arkansas. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers April 4, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Abbott, Oregon, and Ft. Lewis, Washington. He served as gen- 
eral carpenter and heavy truck driver and qualified as Expert Rifleman 
July 5, 1944. Attached to 1629th Engineers he departed from the United 
States April 26, 1945, for the Philippine Islands where he served at Luzon 
for nine months. He was awarded World War II Victory ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Bronze Service Star, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Brone Star. After serving three months with the Army of Occupation, 
he was discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 4, 1946. He and his wife, 
Sibyl Faye live in Greenbrier, Arkansas, with their children. 





FRIEDMAN E. MORGAN 
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john Dunaway Tubbs, son of Mrs. Maude Tubbs of Conway, Arkan- 
vas born at Enders, Arkansas, on March 3, 1917. After graduating 
1. Conway High School he was employed at Swift Packing Company 
as a shipping clerk. He entered the United States Army Air Corps on 
June 4, 1942. Following basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and 
- attendance at Aircraft Mechanic Schools at Keesler Field and Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, he qualified as an aircraft inspector and was attached to 
Headquarters Squadron, 43rd Air Depot Group. He was sent overseas to 
the European theater on September 20, 1943. During the twenty-four 
~ months he was in this area he participated in the Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the Unit 
Meritorious Service Plaque, Expert Markman’s (machine gun) Medal 
and Sharpshooter’s (carbine) Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on October 22, 1945, and lives in Conway 
with his wife, Evelyn, and daughter. 





JOHN DUNAWAY TUBBS 


Capt. Prince Elmer Turner, son of Ann Alva Retta Irby and Robert Levi 
Turner, was born November 29, 1896, in Conway, Arkansas. He attended 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, George Peabody College, and Southern 
Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, afterwards being engaged as farmer, 
teacher, and minister. Capt. Turner entered service in World War I on 
August 29, 1918, received basic training at Camp Pike, and attained the 
rank of Corporal. Entering the Infantry August 16, 1943, he was attached 
to the Chaplain’s Corps and attended Chaplain’s School at Harvard Uni- 
versity and Divinity School at Edinburgh, Scotland. He spent two years 
in the United States and fourteen months overseas, with the Infantry and 
the 135th General Hospital, in England and the European Theater of Oper- 
ations. He was awarded European African Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, and World War II Victory Medal. After being 
honorably discharged May 10, 1946, at Ft. Bragg, N. C., he returned to 
Conway, where he lives with his wife, Ollie, and their two children. 





PRINCE ELMER TURNER 


Pfe. Oliver Howe Burke, son of the late Guy L. and Frances K. Burke of 
Little Rock, was born at Little Rock on February 19, 1910. He attended 
Conway High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College and was an 
accountant for the General American Life Insurance Company at Pine 
Bluff from 1937 until 1944. He entered the Army on March 13, 1944 and 
completed his Infantry basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. In Sep- 
tember, 1944, he was sent to Europe and was assigned to Company B, 
60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Overseas four months, he was 
severely wounded in the Battle for Aachen and was returned to the United 
States. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman Badge, and the Good Conduct Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged on September 12, 1945 at Hammond General Hospital, Modesto, 
California. He is a veteran of nine years peacetime service with Company 
G, 153rd Infantry, Arkansas National Guard. He and his wife, the former 
Viola Costley, have two daughters. : 





OLIVER HOWE BURKE 


MM 3/c Sammie Eugene Estep, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sam L. Estep, was 
born at Greenbrier, Arkansas, on November 15, 1921 and after completing 
his education at Greenbrier High School worked for Consolidated Aircraft 
Corporation, San Diego, California, prior to his enlistment in the United 
States Navy Seabees on August 10, 1942. Following basic training at 
Camp Bradford, Virginia, he sailed with his unit for the South Pacific 
Theater and saw extensive service throughout that vast area. He was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on December 11, 1945, after 
more than forty months service with the Seabees. 





SAMMIE EUGENE ESTEP 
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JAMES PAUL HIETT 






; 1 ete a 
T/3 James Paul Hiett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hiett o ’ 
Arkansas, where he was born on November 16, 1917. He a ed Con- | 
way High School and was employed by the Wellworth Stores Be fel ime 
of entering the Army in July, 1942. Assigned to the Air Force, he pete 
his basic training period at St. Petersburg and Clearwater, Florida, and 
then saw two and one-half years of duty with the Eastern Technical 
Training Command in this country. In April, 1945, Sergeant Hiett was 
sent to Le Havre, France, and served with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany until he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on February 3, 1946. His wife is the former Nell Dillard. 

















Cpl. Floyd Edward Carter, son of Mrs. Goldie Carter, was born February 
17, 1925, in Conway, Arkansas. He attended Conway High School, after- 
wards being engaged as assistant manager of Sterling Store at Neosho, 
Missouri. Entering the Airforce Engineers June 30, 1943, he received 
basic training at Westover Field, Springfield, Massachusetts, and attended 
Radio School. Attached to Avn. Engrs. Co. B, he departed in April, 1944, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas nearly two years, 
he participated in campaigns of Saipan and the Marianas, being stationed 
in the Ryukyus Islands and spending a year at Okinawa in connection 
with the construction of air fields. He was awarded Unit Citation, two 
Battle Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Conway. 





FLOYD EDWARD CARTER 


Sgt. Elder Franklin Rosamond, son of Carr A. and Mamie Rosamond, was 
born at Conway, Arkansas, on June 16, 1920. He graduated from Conway 
High School. Sgt. Rosamond entered the Infantry on December 23, 1940. 
He received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he also 
took special work in physical education. He was assigned to Company 
G, 153rd Infantry, and on April 15, 1942 he was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands as a machine gunner, where he remained one year. Sgt. Rosamond 
received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Defense Rib- 





Platoon Sgt. Richard Mener Burke, son of Mrs. Edna Burke, was born 
May 2, 1922, in Conway, Arkansas. He attended Conway High School. 
Entering the Marine Corps July 17, 1940, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Machine Gun School and Ordnance 
A. A. Fire Control School, qualifying as Gun Captain on Light A. A. Gun, 
Platoon Sergeant, Rifle Sharpshooter, Pistol Marksman, and Bayonet 
Expert. He served with the 1st Bn., 6th Marines, 2nd M. D., and 10th 
A. A. A. Battalion, Marine Barracks and Naval Hospital, Parris Island, 
S. C. Departing May 28, 1941, for Iceland, he was later sent to the South- 
west Pacific Theater of Operations, remaining overseas more than three 
years and participating in campaigns of Eniwetok Atoll and the Marshall 
Islands. He is still in the service and is married to Mrs. Virginia Mar- 
guerite Rosamond Burke. 
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bon, and the Good Conduct Medal. He received an honorable discharge 
on May 24, 1945, at Bushnell General Hospital, Brigham City, Utah. 





RICHARD MENER BURKE 











Billie Jeanne, are the parents of two children. 





JOHN H. SCROGGIN 


Cpl. William Olen Sadler, son of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Sadler, was born at 
Wattensaw, Arkansas, July 2, 1910. After attending the Plainview public 
schools, he was employed as a barber before entering the Army Air Forces 
on October 21, 1942. Basic training was received at Camp Barkley, Texas, 
and he later specialized as a Medical Technician. After training in the 
United States, he was sent to the South Pacific Theater, participating in 
the campaigns of India-Burma, Central Burma, China Defensive and the 
Air Offensive against Japan and Sumatra, earning the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one silver star, American 
Theater and World War II Victory Ribbon. Cpl. Sadler was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas on November 24, 1945. 





LINDY VERDELL BOLLEN 


Yoeman 1/c Fred Russell Bollen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Monroe Bollen 
of Vilonia, Arkansas, was born at Rolla, Arkansas, on July 9, 1922. He 
attended the Vilonia schools, the Arkansas State Teachers’ College at 
Conway, Mississippi State College and completed his education at the 
University of Arkansas. Entering the U. S. Navy on October 5, Poa. 
he was sent to Great Lakes, Illinois, for his basic training and attended 
Welding and Firefighter’s School. After two and one-half years in this 
country, he was sent to New Caledonia in the South Pacific theater in 
June, 1945, and remained overseas for more than eight months. Yeoman 
Bollen saw action in the Pacific and was awarded the Navy Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on March 3, 1946. His 
wife is the former Nina Lou Owen. 
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BM 2/c John H. Scroggin, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Orville Scroggin, 
was born on October 12, 1919, at Morrilton, Arkansas. He received his 
education at Morrilton High School and Arkansas Tech and entered the 
United States Coast Guard on October 27, 1940. Following basic train- 
ing at Curtis Bay, Maryland, he attended the Higgins Invasion Boat 
School and qualified for duty as a coxswain and served successively in 
the North Atlantic and Southern Pacific Theaters. 
eighteen months foreign service, including the Coral Sea and Solomans 
campaigns, and received campaign awards designating the theaters in 
which he served and his engagements. He received an honorable discharge 
from the Navy at Galveston, Texas, on June 4, 1943. He and his wife, 






WILLIAM OLEN SADLER 


Pvt. Lindy Verdell Bollen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Monroe Bollen of 
Vilonia, Arkansas, was born at Wooster, Arkansas, on September 11, 1927. 
He attended the Vilonia public schools, Texas A & M College at College 
Station, Texas, and Arkansas State Teachers College at Conway, Arkansas. 
Private Bollen entered the military service on December 27, 1944 and 
completed his basic training at Texas A & M College and served more 
than one year with the military forces. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 7, 1946. 


FRED RUSSELL BOLLEN 


He saw more than 
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ve N , 1942, he 
- Norfolk, Virginia, qualify- 
Storekeeper. After training in 
States nine months he was sent to Trini- 
ritish West Indies, returning October 7, 1945. 
honorably discharged at Great Lakes, Janu- 
y 1946. He and his wife, Mary Jo, live in 
way with their one child. 


2.—1st Lt. Charles Guthrie Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thorpe Ray, was born at Conway, Arkansas, Janu- 
ary 26, 1920. He graduated from Conway High 
School in 1939 and attended Arkansas State Teach- 
ers’ College one and a half years. A former member 
of 158rd Inf., Arkansas National Guard, he entered 
the regular Infantry December 23, 1940, receiving 
basic training at Camp Robinson. Afterwards he 
attended Infantry Officer Candidate School, qualify- 
ing for Troop Leader. He was sent to the Aleutians 
August 31, 1941, and to Europe September 12, 1944, 
participating in Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns. Lt. Ray was wounded in action Novem- 
ber 17, 1944, near Aachen. He received Combat 
Expert Infantry Badge, the Purple Heart, European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. Placed on inactive 
duty at Ft. Dix., N. J., December 14, 1945, he re- 
turned to Conway where he lives with his wife, 
Elvira Anne. 


3.—Set. Nolen Daniel Griffith is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Griffith of Conway, Arkansas, where he 
was born on January 25, 1918. Educated in the 
Conway schools, he was an automotive parts sales- 
man until entering the Army on December 7, 1943. 
Sergeant Griffith served his basic training at Fort 
Knox, Kentucky, and became a tank commander 
with the 16th Armored Division. Arriving with his 
unit in the European theater in February, 1945, he 
saw action in the Central Europe campaign. Over- 
seas thirteen months, Sergeant Griffith holds the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon. After six months with the Army of Occu- 
pation of Germany, he was returned to the United 
States and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on February 11, 1946. He and 
his wife, Virginia, have two children. 


4.—Pfe. Lance Edgeman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Edgeman, was born February 8, 1922, at Greenbrier, 
Arkansas. He attended the Conway Public Schools 
and entered the Armed Services on September 15, 
1942. Pfc. Edgeman received basic training at Camp 
Toombs and Ft. Benning, Georgia. He specialized as 
demolition jumper with the Parachute Infantry. 
Attached to the Army Task Force, he departed from 
the United States on March 13, 19438, for the Solo- 
mon and New Georgia Islands and was in action 
at Guadaleanal and Munda. Pfc. Edgeman was 
wounded in action at Munda. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Expert Rifleman’s Badge, Parachute Wings, 
and Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp McCain, Mississippi, on February 18, 1944, 
and is in Conway with his wife, Barbara, and their 
daughter. 


—Pfc. Charles Curtis Wright, son of Benjamin F. 
and Lucille Marie Wright of Conway, Arkansas, was 
born at Texarkana, Arkansas, on January 18, 1926. 
Following his graduation from Conway High School, 
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American Theater Ribbon, Presidential Unit Cita- 


tion, Purple Heart, and Marksmanship Medals for 
use of the rifle, carbine, BAR, and hand grenade. 
He is hospitalized at Memphis, Tennessee, where he 
will remain until regaining his health. 


§.—Cpl. Eugene Weldon Montgomery, son of James 
A. and Bessie E. Montgomery, was born August 8, 
1915, at Conway, Arkansas. He attended the Con- 
way Public Schools and later was employed by the 
Arkansas Power and Light Company. Cpl. Mont- 
gomery entered the Army Quartermaster Corps on 
March 20, 1942, receiving his basic training at Camp 
Barkley, Texas. After two years in the United 
States he was attached to the 90th Quartermaster 
Company and sent to the European Theater of 
Operations, participating in the five campaigns of 
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Central 
Europe, and Ardennes. Holder of the Europeon 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on October 22, 1945. 


7.—Pfc. George D. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Smith, was born December 17, 1912, at Enola, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending 
Enola Public Schools, after which he was engaged 
in farming. Entering the Anti-aircraft Forces No- 
vember 14, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Haan, California. After serving one year in the 

tates attached to 413th AAA Gun Bn., he departed 
November 15, 1943, for England. Pfe. Smith par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe. 
He received the Expert Markmanship Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal, five Bronze Stars, and Bronze Ar- 
rowhead. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, November 1, 1945, returning to Conway, 
where he lives with his wife, Myrtle. 


8.—Radarman 2/e James Wilson Love, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James William Love, was born on May 31, 1918, 
at Greenbrier, Arkansas. He received his education 
in the high schools of Greenbrier and Conway and 
attended Arkansas Polytechnic College, Russellville. 
Later he taught school at Thornton and Wooster, 
Arkansas, and worked for Swift and Company at 
Conway and the Maumelle Ordnance Works prior 
to entering the United States Navy on April 3, 
1944. Following basic training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, he attended Radar Operators’ School, Point 
Loma, California, and later, Pacific Fleet Radar 
Operators’ School at Pearl Harbor, Honolulu, and 
Pacific Fleet Administrative School, Mare Island, 
California. During his service throughout the Paci- 
fic Area, he participated in the engagements at 
Ormoc and Lingayen Gulf, receiving the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, and Victory Medal with one Battle 
Star. He was honorably discharged at Memphis 
on December 6, 1945, and returned to Greenbrier 
where he makes his home with his wife, Mary 
Elizabeth, and children. 


9.—Set. Alfred Lee Short is the son of Gilbert and 
Gertrude Stewart Short of Conway, Arkansas, 
where he was born on July 25, 1924. He attended 
Conway High School, Arkansas State Teacher’s 
College and the Ford Trade School at Dearborn, 
Michigan, before he was called to active duty with 
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cutta, India. He later went to China and 
the 10th Weather S 
for this country in January, 1946. Overseas seven 
months, he took part in the China offensive and 
holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 
15, 1946. 


10.—1st Sgt. Vernon D. Parnell was born at Morril- 
ton, Ark., on August 25, 1918, and received his edu- 
cation in the Guy-Perkins Schools. He was em- 
ployed at Arkansas Polytechnic College, Russell- 
ville, Arkansas, at the time of his entrance into 
service with his National Guard Unit, the 206th 
Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft), on June 29, 1940. 
Following basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, his 
organiation was sent to the Aleutian Islands and 
served throughout that campaign. He returned to 
the States January, 1942, and remained until March 
23, 1925, when he was again shipped overseas. From 
March until April, 1945, he participated in the 
Central European campaign. For his fifty-four 
months of service Sgt. Parnell was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater and the European Theater 
Ribbons with one Battle Star for each; Good Con- 
duct Medal with one clasp; Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, on June 25, 1945. He lives in Conway with 
his wife, Erma, and their children. 


11.—Pvt. Ted F. Nothwang was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. F. Nothwang of Conway, Arkansas, where he 
was born on November 27, 1922. Educated at Con- 
way High School, he entered the military service on 
June 4, 1943, and was assigned to the Army In- 
fantry. After completing his basic training, he was 
sent to the Southwest Pacific Theater and became 
a member of the famous Americal Infantry Division, 
the Army’s only division with a name instead of 
a number. Private Nothwang served with Company 
G, 132nd Infantry of this unit throughout the 
Guadalcanal and Bougainville campaigns and was 
wounded on Bougainville. He returned to duty and 
was killed in action near Cebu City, Cebu, Philip- 
pine Islands. This brave soldier was the holder of 
the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. He 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He 
now rests in the Armed Forces Military Cemetery 
at Cebu. 


12.—Pfc. James C. Strickland, son of Mrs. Annie Jane 
Strickland, was born February 26, 1914, at Morril- 
ton, Arkansas. He entered the U. S. Army January 
28, 1942. He received basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and was assigned to the 58th Ord- 
nance Co. (A-MM), departing from the States Au- 
gust 19, 1942. Pfc. Strickland participated in the 
campaigns of Tunisia, Naples, Foggia, Rome-Arno, 
North Apennines, and Po Valley for which he was 
awarded the European African Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 29, 
1945, after a total of more than forty-four months 
of service. 


13.—Sgt. William T. Strickland, son of Mrs. Annie J. 
Strickland of Greenbrier, was born October 25, 1925, 
in Morrilton, Arkansas. He entered the Infantry 
February 1, 1944, and received basic training at 
Camp Croft, S. C. After serving for ten months in 
the United States with Co. C, 272nd Inf. Regt., he 
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14.—Av. Radioman 2/c Leland Edsel } 
Mrs. Bina Moore of Wooster, Arkansas. 
July 25, 1924 at Conway, Arkansas and nt 
United States Navy on April 24, 1942, x 
basic training at San Diego, California and la 
attended Radio, Radar, Gunnery and Combat Air- _ 
crew Schools, specializing as Radio and Radar 
Operator. Aviation Radioman 2/¢ Moore participated 
in five major battles while on anti-submarine atrol, 
surviving the sinking of the aircraft carrier U. Ss. S. 
Block Island. During his thirty months of sea ne 
he served successively on the U. S. S. Card, U. S. S. 
Block Island, U. S. S. Ahrens, U. S. S. Kasen Bay 
and U S. S. Croatan, spending much time in antj- 
submarine patrol. Outstanding among the engage- 
ments in which he participated was the sinking of 
the aircraft carrier U. S. S. Block Island. He was 
awarded Aviation-Commendation and was honorably 
discharged at Boston, Massachusetts on September 
28, 1945, and returned to Wooster, Arkansas, where 
he and his wife, Barbara June, reside. ' 


















15.—Pfc. Cornell Theodore Clements, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Clements, was born at Conway, Ark., 
on October 18, 1914. He attended Holland, Arkansas, 
High School, after which he was engaged in farm- 
ing. He entered the United States Marine Corps on 
February 19, 1944, receiving basic training at San 
Diego, California. After five months’ training in 
the United States, he was sent to the South Pacific 
Theater July 10, 1944, and served in the campaigns 
of Saipan, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa and in the oc- 
cupation of Tokyo. He was awarded Presidential 
Citation and Sharpshooter’s Medal and was honor- 
ably discharged at San Diego, California, on October 
1, 1945. He and his wife, Zida, live in Conway with 
their three children. 


16.—Pfe. Grover Fry, son of William Fry of Green- 
brier, Ark., was born in Aberdeen, Mississippi, June 
28, 1925, and moved to Arkansas with his family in 
1931. He attended the Greenbrier schools and was 
engaged in farming until entering the military 
service on October 1, 1943. Assigned to the Medical 
Corps, he completed his basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas and then attended the Medical 
School. In August, 1944, he was sent to the Eu- 
ropean Theater. Overseas more than eighteen 
months, he took part in the Northern France and 
Rhineland campaigns. Private Fry served as a 
medical aid man and won the European Theater Rib- 
bon with three Battle Stars, the American Theater 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He served ten 
months with the Army of Occupation and was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, on March 28, 1946. 


17.—T/4 Marrion Clerance Fry, son of William Fry, 
Route 2, Greenbrier, Arkansas, was born October 
30, 1920, in Alabama, and moved with his parents 
to Arkansas in 1931. He attended the Greenbrier 
schools and was engaged in farming until entering 
the military service on September 23, 1942. After 
completing his basie training at Camp Roberts, 
California, he attended Carpenter’s School and was 
assigned to an Engineer Company. In June, 1943, 
he was sent to the South Pacific Theater. This 
gallant soldier served faithfully in Australia and 
New Guinea and was killed in action in New Guinea. 
Overseas seventeen months at the time of his heroic 
death in battle, he was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart. 






ad at a Pacific post with the 
in October, 1944, for overseas 
received the Asiatic-Pacific Cam- 
1 and Rifle Markmanship Medal and 
norably discharged on Dcember 17, 1944, at 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He lives at Batesville, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Floy Elizabeth, and their 


. 


children. 


19.—Electr. Mate 3/c Daniel T. Tucker, son of Mrs. 
D. F. Tucker and the late D. F. Tucker of Conway, 
Arkansas, was born at Conway on July 24, 1915. 
Educated at Conway High School, he was employed 
in telephone maintenance and by the Arkansas- 
Louisiana Gas Company until entering the United 
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1.—Sgt. Clovis D. Jones, son of Mrs. Atlanta Robin- 
son, was born December 24, 1921, at Enola, Arkansas. 
He attended the Centerville Public School and 
entered the Air Corps September 9, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. At- 
tached to the 432nd Bomb. Sqn., 17th Bombing 
Group, he was sent to Casablanca January 13, 19438, 
and participated in the Tunisian, Sicilian, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland, 
Central Europe, and Northern Appenines campaigns. 
He also served for four months with the Army of 
Occupation during his thirty-three months of for- 
eign service. Sgt. Jones received an injury and was 
awarded the European African Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with eight Bronze Stars, Air Medal, 
Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, and Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal (rifle). He was honorably dis- 
charged on September 25, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, and lives in Conway, Arkansas. 


2.—T/Sgt. Winfred A. Taylor, son of Basil O. Taylor, 
was born on March 26, 1920 at Vilonia, Arkansas, 
and after graduating from Vilonia High School, he 
entered the Army in December, 1940, with his 
National Guard unit and was attached to the 153rd 
Infantry, taking basic training at Camp Robinson. 
He accompanied the 153rd Infantry to the Aleutian 
Islands and served for two years in that treater. 
Recipient of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Hood, Texas, 
on September 20, 1945. He and his wife, Mignon, 
are the parents of one child. 


3-—Pfe. William D. Tyler, son of Elijah Joseph and 
Ina G. Tyler, was born at Greenbrier, Arkansas, on 
August 1, 1909. He attended Wooster, Arkansas, 
High School and farmed prior to his entrance into 
military service on April 5, 1944. After basic train- 
ing at Camp Hood, Texas, he was assigned to the 
86th Infantry as a gun crewman, light artillery. He 
- arrived in Italy with Headquarters Company, Sec- 
ond Battalion, 86th Infantry, December 238, 1944, 
and saw action in that theater. Pfe. Tyler holds 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with 
Battle Star, Markmanship (Rifle) and Good Con- 
duct Medals, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on March 14, 1945, and returned to Greenbrier, 
where he and his wife, Gladys, live with their 
children. 
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nool, and slalized in e cal 
etrician Tucker is a veteran of more than two 
‘s of service with the Coast Guard. He was 
nonorably discharged on March 12, 1946, at New 
Seabee Louisiana. His wife is the former Ruth 

bs. 


20.—2nd Lt. David J. Tucker, son of Mrs. D. F. Tucker 
and the late D. F. Tucker of Conway, Arkansas, 
was born at Conway on August 27, 1919. He at- 
tended Conway High School, Arkansas State Teach- 
ers’ College, and the University of Denver before 
entering active service with the 153rd Infantry of 
the Arkansas National Guard on December 23, 
1940. After training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
he was sent to Alaska in August, 1941, and returned 
to this country to attend the Officer’s Candidate 
School. In April, 1944, he was sent to the European 
Theater. Overseas a total of forty months, he has 
seen action in the Aleutian, Normandy, Northern 
France, and Central Europe campaigns. Lieutenant 
Tucker served with the 69th Division in Europe and 
is still on active duty. His wife is Anna Bell Tucker. 


i 


4.—Sgt. Pierce B. Tyler, son of Elijah Joseph and 
Ina Genoia Tyler, was born at Greenbrier, Arkansas, 
on February 9, 1914. After completing high school 
at Greenbrier and Judsonia, Arkansas, he attended 
Arkansas Polytechnic College, Russellville, and 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, after which he en- 
gaged in farming until he entered the United States 
Army on December 8, 1941. Already a member of 
the Arkansas National Guard, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson and was assigned to the 
Air Corps and sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
for special instruction as a radio gunner. Sgt. Tyler 
served overseas almost nineteen months and made 
several raids with his unit while based in England. 
He was on his fifteenth mission from a North 
African base when he was presumably killed in 
action on December 26, 1943. He was awarded the 
Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Presidential 
Citation, and the Purple Heart, posthumously, and 
is survived by his parents, who live in Greenbrier. 


5.—T/5 Virgil Franklin Montgomery, son of Charles 
and Eula Montgomery, was born on June 24, 1912 at 
Vilonia, Arkansas, attended the Liberty (Arkansas) 
schools and Arkansas State Teachers College Train- 
ing School, after which he was engaged in truck 
driving and farming. He entered the United States 
Army, Medical Corps, July 9, 1942, receiving basic 
training at Camp Barkley, Texas. He was assigned 
to 14th Field Hospital as a chauffeur, leaving the 
United States April 15, 1943, for the Aleutian 
Islands, where he served for sixteen months, after- 
wards proceeding to the European Theater, serving 
through the Central European and Rhineland cam- 
paigns. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, and was honor- 
ably discharged on November 25, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


6.—Cpl. William Alfred Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Allin Edwards, was born at Mayflower, 
Arkansas, February 21, 1919. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Jones Hill Public School, after 
which he was engaged in farming. He entered the 
Corps of Engineers on December 28, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and qualify- 
ing as cook. Attached to the 73rd Engineer<Bn., 
he was sent to the European Theater of Operations 
and saw eighteen months’ service overseas, par- 
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28, 1920, at Conway, 
s education by attending 
ch tering the Cavalry Novem- 
received basic training at Camp 
yn, and attended Drivers’ School, quali- 
ver, Auto. He served in the United 
six months with the 96th Cavalry Re- 
connaissance Troop. He was honorably discharged 
April 9, 1943, at Camp Adair, and returned to his 
~ home in Conway. 









8.—Set. James A. Hamlett, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. Q. 
Hamlett, was born November 26, 1922, in Conway, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Liberty High School. A member of the National 
Guard since December 2, 1938, he entered the In- 
fantry November 2, 1940, and received basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying as 
Expert with the rifle, Browning automatic rifle, and 
machine gun. Attached to the 153rd Infantry, he 
departed April 12, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands 
and served overseas for nearly two years. After 
being honorably discharged September 26, 1945, at 
Ft. Ord, California, he returned to Conway, where 
he lives with his wife, Margaret Evilea. 


9.—Pfe. Bailey Quinn Hamlett, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bailey Quinn Hamlett, Sr., was born February 
28, 1925, in Conway, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Liberty High School. Entering 
the Marine Corps July 2, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, attending Com- 
munication School and qualifying as Telephone 
Operator and Expert with bayonet and rifle. At- 
tached to Headquarters 1st Bn., 22nd Marines, 6th 
Division, he departed March 24, 1944, for the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations. Serving overseas 
more than three months at New Caledonia, Saipan, 
and Guam, he was killed in action July 21, 1944, and 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Medal and Purple 
Heart, posthumously. He is survived by his parents, 
who live in Conway. 


10.—S/Segt. Farris L. Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
J. Clark, was born at Hackett, Arkansas, on March 
3, 1920. He attended Conway (Arkansas) High 
School, Arkansas Polytechnical College (Russell- 
ville) and Arkansas State Teachers College, and 
was employed as a clerk before entering military 
service on November 4, 1942. He received his Air 
Corps basic training at Kelly Field, Texas and later 
attended Airplane and Engine Mechanics School, 
Aerial Gunnery School and Hydraulics School, be- 
fore going overseas with his unit in April, 1944, as 
an Airplane Hydraulic Specialist. During the two 
years he served in the war zone, he participated in 
the general air offensive against German-held Eu- 
rope and in the Normandy, Northern France and 
Germany campaigns. For meritorius service he was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf clusters, World War II Victory 
Ribbon, American Defense Service award, European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
from the service on October 1, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 


11.—SC 3/c James Armour Carter, son of Mrs. Myra 
Bell Nisler of Little Rock, Arkansas, was born at 
Hattieville, Arkansas, on December 12, 1909. He 
attended the Morrilton, Arkansas schools and Ar- 
kansas College, Batesville, Arkansas, and was a 
restaurant operator prior to entering the United 
States Navy on April 10, 1944. He received his 





{ 105 | 


nm country was sent to the 
acific area. O e months, he participated 
ee of Lingayen Gulf, Luzon and Oki- 
nawa. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, the American Theater Ribbon, 
and the World War II Victory Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged on December 1, 1945, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Lou Edd, are the 
parents of two children. 


12.—Platoon Sgt. Ivan Hayes, son of Mrs. Della 
Hayes of Brawley, California, was born at Plain- 
view, Arkansas, on November 16, 1916. He was 
educated in the public schools of Yell County and 
entered the military service on July 30, 1940, and 
completed his Infantry basic training at Fort Ord, 
California. Sergeant Hayes is a veteran of service 
with both the 53rd Infantry and the 159th Infantry. 
He was sent to Cold Bay, Alaska in June, 1942, and 
has since served in both the Aleutian area and the 
European Theater, taking part in the campaign in 
Northern France. Overseas a total of thirty-one 


-months, he is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 


Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, American 
Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He served one month 
with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Beale, California, 
on July 8, 1945. 


13.—Pfc. Samuel W. Boyd, son of Mrs. Lillie Lipps, 
was born August 24, 1912, at Adona, Arkansas. He 
attended Pleasant Grove Public schools after which 
he was engaged in farming until entering the In- 
fantry December 23, 1943. He received basic train- 
ing at Camp Croft, 8S. C., and received Markman- 
ship Medals for his proficiency in the use of the 
M1 Rifle, 81 MM Mortar and .30-Cal. Machine Gun. 
Pfe. Boyd was sent to the Aleutian Islands Novem- 
ber 16, 1944, and for commendable service was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, World War 
II and American Theater ribbons and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, December 19, 1945, and now 
resides at Morrilton with his wife, Ollie Mae, and 
their children. 


14.—Lt. (s. g.) Joe Martin Riggs is the son of Allen 
Jackson and the late Nevada Jane Riggs of 
Morrilton, Arkansas, where he was born. on 
May 12, 1903. Educated at the Hanniford, Petit 
Jean and Morrilton schools, he enlisted in the 
Regular Navy on September 11, 1924. He served 
his boot training at San Diego, California, and 
then attended Electrical-Gyro school, Fire Control 
School and Recruiters School. In November, 1942, 
he was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Overseas 
more than three years, he became gunnery officer 
aboard the U. S. S. Banner and saw action in the 
Lingayen Gulf and Okinawa battles. A veteran of 
more than twenty-one years of Naval service, he 
holds the Good Conduct Medal, the American 
Theater Ribbon with two Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one star, American Defense Ribbon 
with one Star and the Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant 
Riggs was released from active service on March 
1, 1946 at San Diego, California. He and his wife, 
the former Oma Clayton, are the parents of one 
daughter, Patricia Ann. 


15.—S/Set. Gene Hogan Price, son of Mrs. Vena Price 
Whitley of Plumerville, Arkansas, was born at Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas, on June 13, 1922. He attended 
the Wooster, Arkansas, public schools, and was 
employed by the Little Rock Furniture Manufac- 
turing Company until entering the military service 
on November 5, 1942. He served his basic training 
period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and then at- 
tended Life Guard’s School, where he became a 
swimming instructor. Sergeant Price served as a 








duct Medal, Am rican Theater Rib Vi 
bon and the Sharpshooter’s "Medal 


pistol, mortar and automatic rifle, he was 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 


11, 1946. He and his wife, the former Ruth Jones, ; 


are the parents of one son. 


16.—Sgt. Jack B. Mobley, son of the late Max J. Mob- 
ley and Mrs. Audrey Strait, was born August 20, 1920, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Morrilton 
High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College. A 
member of the National Guard since September 26, 
1939, he entered the Coast Artillery January 6, 1941, 
and received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
qualifying as Expert Infantryman. He departed 
December 18, 1941, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, with 
the 206th C. A., 174th Infantry, and remained over- 
seas more than two years. He participated in the 
Aleutian campaign and was awarded Unit Citation, 
Expert Infantryman’s Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Pre-Pearl Har- 
bor Ribbon. After being honorably discharged Sep- 
tember 26, 1945, at Ft. Ord, California, he returned 
to his home in Morrilton, Arkansas. 


17.—Major Max James Mobley, son of Mrs. Audrey 
Strait, Sr., and the late Max James Mobley, Sr., 
was born January 5, 1918, in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He attended Arkansas State Teachers’ College and 
the University of Arkansas School of Medicine, 
afterwards being engaged as a physician. Entering 
the Army Medical Corps August 11, 1943, he at- 
tended Medical Field Service School, Carlisle Bar- 
racks, Pennsylvania, and American School Center 
at Shrivenham, England, specializing as General 
Medical Officer. Major Mobley served in the Station 
Hospital at Boca Raton Field, Florida, before de- 
parting April 19, 1944, for Grunock, Scotland, and 
Warrington, England, Base Air Depot. He re- 
mained overseas for two years, participating in the 
Battle of Central Europe and spending two months 
with the Army of Occupation, and he was awarded 
one Battle Star. After being honorably discharged 
May 26, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he 
returned to Morrilton, Arkansas. He was married 
to the late Mary Fletcher Strait and has one son. 


18.—Midshipman Robert Joseph Mobley, son of Mrs. 
Audrey Strait and the late Max J. Mobley, was 
born November 22, 1922, in Morrilton, Arkansas. 
He attended Arkansas State Teachers’ College and 
















19, 1946, 
Morrilton, Arkansas, 
Cicely. | 
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19.—T/5 John D. Allen, son of James D. Allen, 
was born at Plumerville, Arkansas, and after at- 
tending the Springfield (Arkansas) schools, was _ 
employed at the Morrilton Textile Mill until_he- 
entered military service on December 8, 1942. Fol- 

lowing basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, and 

Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, he attended Drivers 

School, and after two years in this country arrived 

overseas with his unit, the 334th Infantry, 84th 

Division and participated in the Ardennes, Central 

European and Rhineland campaigns. Overseas one 

year, and the holder of the European Theater Rib- 

bon with three Battle Stars, the Combat Infantry- 

man’s Badge, a Presidential Unit citation, Bronze 

Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and an_ Expert 

Marksman’s Medal (rifle), he was honorably dis- ~ 
charged on October 12, 1945 at Jefferson Barracks, 

Missouri. He and his wife, Jewel Catherine, are 

the parents of two children. 


20.—Chief Mach/M Robert Allen Gibson, son of 
Mrs. Vera C. Gibson, was born March 25, 1914, at 
Morrilton, Arkansas. He received his education_by 
attending Morrilton High School and Harding Col- 
lege, after which he was employed as salesman for 
Roberts Fixture Co., and as Senior Refrigeration 
Mechanic for Post Engineer, Camp Chaffee. Enter- 
ing the Navy in June, 1944, he received boot train- 
ing at Farragut, Idaho, later attending Fire Fight- 
ing and Power Velocity Schools. Serving four 
months in the United States as outside machinist 
with ship repair unit, he left the United States 
October 14, 1944, for Pearl Harbor. Mate Gibson 
served one year with Pacific Fleet Service Squadron 
in Marshall Islands, Western Caroline Islands, and 
Philippine Islands, and two months in the Atlantic 
service. He received an honorable discharge at 
Norman, Oklahoma, January 11, 1946, returning 
e Perryville, where he lives with his wife, Perrian 
uanita. 





JAMES MARION DAVIS 


Seaman 2/c James Marion Davis, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. J ohn S. Davis, 
was born at Morrilton, Arkansas, on August 5, 1919. He attended Morrilton 
schools and was employed as a commissioned agent for the Lion Oil Re- 
fining Company before entering the Navy April 4, 1944. He received basic 
training at San Diego, California, and departed June 5, 1944, for the 
Marshall Islands. Returning to the United States, he was honorably dis- 
charged on September 22, 1944, at the U. S. Naval Hospital, San Diego, 
California. He lives in Morrilton with his wife, Ruth Juanita, and their 
child. 
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Gordon, was born April 17, 1915, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He 
attended Morrilton Public Schools, Columbia Military Academy, 
Arkansas Polytechnic College, and University of Arkansas Law 
School, afterwards being engaged as a lawyer. A member of the 
National Guard from September 20, 1933, to January 26, 1936, 
he entered the Navy November 5, 1942, and attended Columbia 
University Midshipmen’s School and Motor Torpedo Boat Squad- 
ron’s Training Schooi. Attached to M. T. B. Ron. 4, Lt. Gordon 
departed September 1, 1943, for New Guinea and later went to 
Samar, Philippine Islands. Overseas a year and a half, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Bismark Archipelago, British New 
Guinea, and Dutch New Guinea. He is married to the former 
Miss Marjorie Foster, and his home is in Morrilton. 





EDWARD GORDON, JR. 





Lt. (s.g.) Nathan Green Gordon, son of Ada Ruth and Edward 
Gordon, was born in Morrilton, Arkansas, September 4; 1916. 
He attended Morrilton Public Schools, Columbia Military Acad- 
emy, Arkansas Polytechnic College, and University of Arkansas 
Law School, afterwards being engaged as a lawyer. Entering 
the Naval Air Corps May, 1941, he received basic training at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and Jacksonville, Florida, and attended 
Aviation Cadet Training School at Jacksonville, qualifying as 
Navy Pilot. Attached to VP-34, Lt. Gordon departed in June, 
1942, for more than two years of overseas service, participating 
in campaigns and engagements in the Southwest Pacific Theater 
of Operations. He was awarded Congressional Medal of Honor, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with two Clusters, and 
Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged 
October 16, 1945, at Washington, D. C., he returned to Morrilton, 
where he lives with his wife, Mary. 
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Lt. (s.g.) Edward Gordon, Jr., son of Ada Ruth and Edward 
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Torpedoman 3/c J. C. Stroud, son of R. D. and Leona Stroud, 
was born September 27, 1921 at Russellville, Arkansas, and 
graduated from Morrilton High School in June, 1941. He entered 
the Navy Submarine Service August 11, 1942. Receiving boot 
training at San Diego he then attended Gunnery School, Moss 
Beach, San Francisco, and Submarine Torpedo School at Pearl 
Harbor, where he specialied as a Torpedoman and qualifying 
for all duties aboard a submarine. He left the states October 1, 
1942 for Pearl Harbor and Pearl Harbor February 13, 1944, for 
the South Pacific. In this theater for twenty-seven months, he 
made nine patrols, seven of which were successful. He also 
served on one of four submarines designated by General Mac- 
Arthur to deliver supplies to the Philippines four months prior 
to invasion after which he participated in the invasion of Guam 
and the Philippines. For meritorious service, he received the 
Submarine Combat Insignia with one gold star which indicated 
five successful patrols and two silver stars which indicated two 
J. C. STROUD or more successful patrols. Torpedoman Stroud was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, September 28, 1945, and now resides 
at Morrilton with his wife, Alyene Lyle. 











Ist Sgt. Charles Allan Love, son of Bertha Wood and Edgar 
Earle Love, was born December 15, 1915, at Morrilton, Arkansas. 
He attended David Lipscomb College, Nashville, Tennessee, after 
which he was employed as salesman for the International Har- 
vester Co., Little Rock. Entering the Army Ordnance Depart- 
ment May 11, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Sutton, 
N. C., later attending Savanna Ordance School, Proving Ground, 
Illinois, where he specialized for Administrative Noncommis- 
sioned Officer. Sgt. Love qualified for Rifle Sharpshooter in 
August, 1942, Machine Gun Expert December, 1942, and Carbine 
Expert February, 1943. Serving one year attached with Co. O, 
4th Bn., 302 Ord. Regt., he departed from the United States 
April 28, 1943, for North Africa and participated in the cam- 
paigns of Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno. He was awarded two 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Cam- 
paign Ribbon, European-African-Middle East Theater Ribbon, 
and Victory Ribbon. Returning to the United States November 
22, 1945, he was honorably discharged November 27, 1945, at CHARLES ALLAN LOVE 
Jefferson Barracks. He and his wife, Evelyn, live in Morrilton, 

Arkansas. 
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RALPH R. NEWKIRK 
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Pfc. Hance W. Burrow, Jr., son of Caroline C. and Hance W. Burrow, ore 
was born September 5, 1921, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended 
Hendrix College at Conway, afterwards being employed by Fisher Air- 
craft Company at Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the Army May 14, 1943, 
he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Army Special 
Training Program School at The Citadel, Charleston, S. C., qualifying as 
Light Machine Gunner and as Expert with rifle, carbine, and pistol. At- 
tached to Co. K, 398th Infantry, 100th Division, Pfe. Burrow departed 
October 5, 1944, for Marseilles, France. Overseas ten months, he par- 
ticipated in Rhineland and Central European campaigns and was taken 
prisoner by the Germans at Hielbronn, Germany, after having made a 
river crossing on April 4, 1945. He was returned to the American lines 
on April 28th and hospitalized for several months before being sent back 
to the United States on a hospital ship. He was awarded Combat Infantry 
Badge, Good Conduct Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with two Cam- 
paign Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and Distinguished Unit Citation. 
After being honorably discharged February 17, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, he returned to his home in Morrilton, Arkansas. 





remain in the Naval service permanently. 
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WALTER E. DeLONG 
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T/4 Ralph R. Newkirk was the son of Mr. 
kirk of Morrilton, Arkansas. He was born at Fort Scott 
sas, on January 13, 1923, and moved to Arkansas wi 
family in 1929. He attended Morrilton High | 
was a star athlete, and the University of Arkansas where he 
was a member of Kappa Sigma Fraternity. Sergeant Newkirk 
entered the military service on February 7, 1943, and received 
his basic training at Camp McCain, Mississippi, and Fort Jack- 
son, South Carolina. He attended special schools at O’Reilly 
General Hospital, Springfield, Missouri, and became a medical 
technician. In October, 1944, he was sent with his unit, the 
347th Infantry, 87th Division, to the European Theater. His 
unit was assigned to the famous 3rd Army under General 
Patton. Sergeant Newkirk was killed in action near Obergailbach, 
France, on December 15, 1944. This gallant soldier was post- 
humously awarded the Silver Star for bravery above and beyond 
the call of duty and the Purple Heart. A swimming beach at. 
Petit Jean has been named in his honor, Ralph Newkirk Beach. 
This brave soldier is survived by his widow, Roberta Scarlett. 








Lt. Comdr. Walter E. DeLong is the son of Arthur James and Pear] 
Cloud DeLong of Morrilton, Arkansas, where he was born on November 
25, 1919. He attended Morrilton High School, Oakland Technical High 
School at Oakland, California, Arkansas Tech College at Russellville, and 
Union College at Jackson, Tennessee. He entered the National Guard in 
August, 1938, and served with Battery F of the 206th Coast Artillery. 
In this emergency he served with the Navy and received his training in 
Carribean and South Atlantic waters. He attended the Officer’s School 
at Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois. Lt. Comdr. DeLong has 
served two years on foreign service in Puerto Rico. He has elected to 
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CHARLES REID MOOSE 
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Lt. Commander Charles Reid Moose, son of Linnie Bright and William 
Lewis Moose, was born February 15, 1905, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He 
attended Morrilton High School, Hendrix College at Conway, Sweeney’s 
at Kansas City, Missouri, and Robertson’s Air School at St. Louis, after- 
wards being engaged as labor foreman for the Soil Conservation Service 
and aviation instructor at Adams Field, Little Rock. Entering the Navy 
(Air Corps Ferry Service) October 1, 1942, he received boot training at. 
Corpus Christi, Texas, qualifying as Naval Operations Officer. Lt. Com- 
mander Moose spent two years and ten months in the United States with 
the Ferry Command before departing August 20, 1945, for Midway Island. 
He served as Aviation Liaison Officer at Nashville, Tennessee, and Jackson, 
Mississippi, and Operations Officer at Midway Island. He is still in the 
service. His wife, May Hope, and their five sons live in Morrilton. 


T/Sgt. William Lewis Moose III, son of William Lewis and Marjorie 
Larkin Moose, was born January 9, 1916 at Fort McKinley, Manila, Philip- 
pine Islands and moved to Arkansas in 1929. He attended the Little Rock 
High School, Hendrix College at Conway, University of Virginia and Duke 
University, Durham, N. C., after which he was employed by the Employ- 
ers’ Group, Claim Department, Fort Smith. Inducted August 25, 1941, 
he entered the Weather Squadron, Army Air Corps, and received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Jefferson Barracks and Bolling Field. Qualify- 
ing in Meteorlogical Codes and Ciphers he served as a Weather Observer 
twenty-four months and Technical Inspector twenty-four months. Leaving 
the United States April 26, 1942, for Habbamija, Iraq, he served in the 
Egyptian, Lybian and Tunisian campaigns and for meritorious service was 
awarded the Legion of Merit Ribbon October 29, 1942, and Good Conduct 
Medal May 24, 1943. Sergeant Moose was honorably discharged at Ama- 





rillo, Texas, October 24, 1945. 





WILLIAM L. MOOSE, III 


1st Lt. Hazel Inez Thompson, daughter of Mrs. Minnie Thompson of Mor- 
rilton, Arkansas, was born at Blytheville, Arkansas, on January 29, 1917. 
She attended Blytheville High School and received her Nurse’s training 
at the Methodist Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. Lt. Thompson entered 
the County Health Unit before entering the military service on September 
18, 1942, as an Army Nurse. She served one year in this country at the 
300th General Hospital at Camp Forrest, Tennessee, and then was sent 
to the European Theater in August, 1943. Overseas twenty-eight months, 
she saw service in North Africa and other areas of the European Theater, 
including Italy. She was stationed at Naples, Italy until returning to the 
United States in December, 1945. Lt. Thompson was released from active 
duty on April 10, 1946, at Fort Des Moines, lowa. 





HAZEL INEZ THOMPSON 


Major James C. Hart, son of Mrs. Edith C. Hart and the late John C. Hart, 
was born at Gillette, Arkansas, February 27, 1920. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Gillette Grammar School, Morrilton High School, and 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, after which he was occupied as owner 
and operator of the Hart Taxi Company. Enlisting in the Army Air 
Corps July 15, 1941, he received primary cadet training at Thunderbird 
Field, Phoenix, Arizona; basic flying training, Army Air Base, Bakers- 
field, California; advanced flying training, Mather Field, Sacramenton, 
California; Yale University Weights and Balance Course; and Army Air 
Forces School, Applied Tactics, at Orlando, Florida, specializing as Staff 
Operations Officer. He qualified for Pilot February 20, 1942. Major Hart 
participated in the Aleutian Island campaign, battle of Marianas, air of- 
fensive over Japan, battle of Mandated Islands, and battle of Ryukyus. 
He received the Air Medal, and other decorations, and was placed on in- 
active status February 23, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. He lives in Morrilton, 
Arkansas. 
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Pfc. Albert Leopold Meyer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Conway, Arkansas, March 1, 1913, and conclu 
Joseph Catholic School, Conway, after which he w 
Wofford Produce Company as salesman. He entered the In 
1944, and received basic training at Camp Robinson where he qual. 
Rifleman. After five months in Infantry Replacement Center, he 
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| Eleanor and children reside at Morrilton. 
ALBERT LEOPOLD MEYER 


T/Set. Andrew J. Stephens, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Stephens, was born 
at Morrilton, Arkansas, on March 27, 1906, graduated from Morrilton 
High School and was an accountant and auditor for a gas utility company 
in Houston, Texas, prior to entering military service on November 28, 
1942. After basic training at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, he attended 
Finance Technical School, and qualified for assignment as an Ordnance 
Supply N. C. O. He landed in England in August, 1943, as a member of the 
813th Ordnance Battalion, Depot C, served in that unit for more than 
twenty-four months. He received a Marksman’s medal (rifle), the Good 
Conduct Medal and the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. 
On October 4, 1945, he received an honorable discharge at Fort Sam Hous- 
ton, Texas. 





.{, his wife, Helen Marie, have two children. 
BEN MALONE WILLBANKS 


PhM 2/c Herman Layne Long, son of Ira and Lector Long of Morrilton, 
Arkansas, was born at Springfield, Arkansas, on October 15, 1924. He 
attended the Sacred Heart School and Morrilton High School and entered 
the Navy on February 6, 1943. After serving his basic training at San 
Diego, California, he attended the Medical School at San Diego and became 
a member of the Navy Medical Corps. He served at the Naval Hospital 
at San Diego and was then sent to the Pacific theater where he remained 
for fifteen months. Pharmacist’s Mate Long served with the Marines as 
a hospital corpsman during the Palau, Okinawa and Iwo Jima campaigns 
and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Medal and the American Theater 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, California, on 
March 2, 1946. 
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United States September 11, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. 
Pfc. Meyer saw action in the Battle for Aachen, Hurtgen Forest, and Arden- 
nes Breakthrough and died from result of wounds received on December 
18, 1944. He was honored with the Infantryman’s Badge, Combat Infant- 
ryman’s Badge, European Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars and the Purple Heart, which was awarded posthumously. His wife, 





lst Lt. Ben Malone Willbanks is the son of E. B. and Lucille Malone Will- 
banks of Plumerville, Arkansas, where he was born on August 5, 1913. He 
attended Plumerville High School, graduated from Morrilton High School 
and completed his education at Arkansas State Teacher’s College. Lt. 
Willbanks entered the military service on May 23, 1942, and served his 
basic training period at Camp Wolters, Texas. He was selected to attend 
the Infantry Officer’s Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia, and upon 
receiving his commission became a regimental operations and training 
officer and a special service officer. A veteran of four years of military 
service, he has served with the 103rd Infantry Division and in Infantry 
Replacement Training Centers. Holder of the Expert Infantrymaz badge 
and the Expert’s medal for the rifle, pistol and carbine. He was released 
from active duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 14, 1946. He and 
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S/Sgt. Robert O. Biggs, son of Dr. and Mrs. Hugh M. Biggs of Morrilton, 
was born at Houston, Texas, on October 6, 1920. He attended Morrilton 
High’ School and Harding College Academy before entering the Armed 
Forces on August 27, 1942. Sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic 
training, he later attended Radio Operators and Mechanics Technical 
School, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Armory Gunnery School, Harlingen, 
Texas, and advanced Radio School, Scott Field, Hlinois. After two and a 
half years in this country, Sgt. Biggs arrived with his unit on the Italian 
front and during the eight months he served overseas he participated 
in the general air offensive in Europe and in the Rome-Arno, Normandy, 
Southern France and Balkan campaigns with a total of 230 combat flying 
hours, completing 50 missions over enemy occupied Europe. Holder of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Good Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Citation and Sharpshooter’s Medals 
for 45 pistol, Thompson submachine gun, carbine and aerial machine gun, 
he was honorably discharged on September 14, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 


ROBERT O. BIGGS Arkansas. 


Lt. (j. g.) Clarence A. Imboden, Jr., is the son of Clarence A. and Landreth 
B. Imboden of Morrilton, Arkansas. Born at Morrilton on January 4, 1921, 
he received his B. S. Degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1942 
before entering the Navy. Lt. Imboden completed his medical training 
and was graduated from Tulane University Medical College in 1945. He 
is now serving his interneship at Mount Carmel Mercy Hospital at Detroit, 
Michigan. He will be transferred to active duty with the Navy on June 1, 
1946, and will serve two years on active service. His wife was Miss Mary 
Jane Walton. 





CLARENCE A. IMBODEN, JR. 


Cadet John Baskerville Imboden, son of Landreth B. and Clarence A. Im- 
boden, Sr., was born September 17, 1925, at Morrilton, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Morrilton schools and Notre Dame University and is now a junior 
in the Johns Hopkins Medical University, having served in the United 


States for two years as Naval Cadet. 





JOHN B. IMBODEN 


1st Lt. G. T. Semmes, son of Martha T. and C. M. Semmes, was born Janu- 
ary 13, 1925, in Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1928. He 
attended Sacred Heart School; Morrilton Grade School; Gulf Coast Military 
Academy, Gulfport, Mississippi; and Louisiana State University. Enter- 
ing the Infantry April 6, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and attended The Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 
After a year and eight months in the United States, Lt. Semmes departed 
December 12, 1944, for Europe, remaining overseas for more than a year 
and participating in the Ardennes campaign and the battle of Rhineland 
and Central Europe. He was wounded in action March 4, 1945, and spent 
ten months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart and Combat Infantry Badge. His home is in Morrilton, Arkansas. 


[ 113 ] 





G. T. SEMMES 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 








1st Lt. Jack Thomas Fryer, son of Vickie Agnes and Roy Thomas Fryer, 
was born June 1, 1919, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He graduated from Mor- 
rilton High School in 1936 and attended Hendrix College, afterwards being 
employed as furniture salesman at Stanford Furniture Company in Little 
Rock. A member of the 154th Observation Squadron, he entered the Air 
Corps January 14, 1941, and received basic training at Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Lt. Fryer attended Flying Schools, Randolph Field and Southwest 
Training Command, qualifying as Pilot B-17 and B-29, Instructor Pilot 
B-17 and B-29, Unlimited Pilot and Pilot Instructor, and Sharpshooter, 
receiving Marksmanship Medal. He departed March 28, 1944, for England 
and remained overseas for four months, participating in the air battles 
of Germany and Normandy. He served with the Southwest Training Com- 
mand, 8th Air Force, and 3rd Air Force and was awarded the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross. After 
being honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreve- 
port, Louisiana, he returned to Little Rock. 





JACK THOMAS FRYER 


Seaman 1/e William R. Brooks, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde W. Brooks of 
Morrilton, Arkansas, was born at Kirkwood, Missouri, February 15, 1926, 
moving to Arkansas in 1927. He received his education by attending Mor- 
rilton High School. Enlisting in the Navy October 13, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and later by attending service 
school at Point Loma, California, specialized in Radar. After six months 
training in the United States, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
where he served at Morotai, Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 
Seaman Brooks was awarded the American Defense, Asiatic-Pacific, Philip- 
pine Liberation and World War II Victory Ribbons. Returning to the 
United States November 6, 1945, he will be discharged on his 21st birth- 
day, February 15, 1947. 





WILLIAM R. BROOKS 


Apprentice Seaman Clyde William Brooks, son of Mrs. Ada Brooks of St. 
Louis, Missouri, was born at Patterson, Missouri, on November 2, 1907. 
He moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1918 and graduated from the 
Searcy High School at Searcy, Arkansas. He entered the National Guard 
in 1923 and was employed as a restaurant owner until he entered the 
United States Navy on April 4, 1944. Sent to San Diego, California, he 
served his basic training and was honorably discharged on May 12, 1944, 
at San Diego. He is married and he and his wife, Elizabeth, have one child. 





CLYDE WILLIAM BROOKS 


Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Clarence John Naff, Jr., son of Muriel and Clarence 
Naff, Sr., was born August 30, 1925, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He attended 
Central Ward and Morrilton High Schools. Entering the Navy Seabees 
September 18, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia. 
Mate Naff departed December 9, 1943, for Trinidad, B. W. I., and served 
overseas for a year and a half. He was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon and was honorably discharged October 27, 1945, at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. His home is in Morrilton. 





CLARENCE JOHN NAFF, JR. 
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1.—Flight Officer Julian F. Stobaugh, son of 
Mrs. John F. Stobaugh of Plumery Arkansas 
was born at Plumerville on June _ Hee 
tended Plumerville High School and abet 
in farming until he entered the Army_ rps on 
September 7, 1943. He received his basic traini 
as an Air Force Pilot at Amarillo, Texas, and dur- 
ing his training he received Expert Markmanship 
medals for rifle, pistol, sub-machine gun and car~_ 
bine. After twenty-seven months of meritorius \ 
service in the Air Corps, he was retired to inactive ' Ensign September 14, 
status at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, on November 
17, 1945. Memphis. 
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2.T/5 Henry Ford Williams, son of Henry N. and bins served overseas for a year on board the U. Ss. S. LU 
Elizabeth Williams, was born at Crcenivles Arkan- Memphis, flagship of the 4th Fleet, which patrolled 

sas, June 16, 1923. He received his education by the Mediterranean area and was at Malta Island 
attending Greenbrier Public School, after which in February, 1945, when President Roosevelt was 

he was engaged in farming. Entering the Army, there. He was transferred to the U. S. S. Leyte 
Medical Det., 202nd Field Artillery Bn., January 2, December 15, 1945, and is still in the service, ex- ; 
1948, he received basic training at Camp Gruber, pecting to be discharged in June, 1946. :; 


Oklahoma. After one year’s service in the United 7.—Pfc. Russell Doyne Brazear, son of Sylvester and 
States, he was sent to the European Theater on Bessie Brazear of Conway, Arkansas, was born on 
January 17, 1944, where he participated in Nor- August 11, 1924, in Faulkner County. He attended 


mandy, Aras Southern France, Rhineland, Ger- the Daugherty Hill public school and was engaged 
many, and Central Germany campaigns. Among in farming until he entered the service on June 29, 
other decorations, he received the Bronze Star for 


meritorious service. T/5 Williams received an 1948, Assigned 0) the Tee te 


: i t 
honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, October breined Ae one Bae Takase Can 


23, 1945. twenty-two months, he has served his country faith- 
, ' fully in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Eu- 
3.—Pfc. Jauline Harold Brazear, son of Bessie and rope campaigns. Holder of the European Theater 
Sylvester Brazear, was born March 19, 1921, in Con- Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
way, Arkansas. He attended Daughetry Hill School Medal, Marksman Medal for the pistol and sub- 
and was later engaged in farming. Entering the machine guns and Marksman Medal for the 30- and 
Infantry March 17, 1944, he received basic training 50-caliber machine guns and the 90-millimeter gun, 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, and departed July 21, 1944, he was honorably discharged on January 13, 1946, 
for Italy. Overseas for four months, Pfe. Brazear at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
participated in the battle of Southern France and 
was killed in action. He was awarded the Good 8.—Pfe. Warren Harding Stobaugh, son of John F. 
Conduct Medal and the Purple Heart, posthumously. and Mary E. Stobaugh, was born June 9, 1920, at 
He is survived by his parents; wife, Mrs. Willie Mae— Plumerville, Arkansas. He attended Plumerville . 
Duncan Brazear, and two children. High School, after which he was engaged in farm- 
ing and clerical work. Entering the Air Corps No- 
4.—Sgt. Paul L. Stobaugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. John vember 7, 1941, and later transferring to the In- 
F. Stobaugh of Plumerville, was born at Plumer- fantry, he received aviation cadet training at Wash- 
ville, Arkansas, on September Uy, ipl, dele ington State College and basic training at Camp 
attended Plumerville High School and was farmer, Wolters, Texas. He qualified as rifleman, automatic 
cotton buyer and gin operator prior to entering rifleman, field lineman, and marksman with the 
military service on October 16, 1942. He received carbine and sub-machine gun. Pfc. Stobaugh de- 
his basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and . parted for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater March 24, 
later attended A. A. F. T. T. C. Clerical School. 1943, attached to 138th Inf., and for the European 
After six months in this country he arrived in Theater December 5, 1944, attached to 276th Int., 
North Africa with his unit, the 314th Troop Carrier where he participated in the Rhineland and Central 
Group and 61st Troop Carrier Squadron. During the Europe campaigns. He also served two months 
thirty months he served overseas, he participated — with the Army of Occupation. For meritorius 
in the Sicilian, Naples-Foggio, Rome-Arno, Nor- services he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
mandy, Rhineland and European campaigns. Holder Ribbon, the European Theater Ribbon with two 
of the European and European-African-Middle East- Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Commenda- 
ern Theater Ribbons with battle stars denoting his tion from Division Commander. After being honor- 
engagements, the Presidential Citation with Oak ably discharged October 15, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
Leaf Cluster, the Good Conduct Medal and a Mark- racks, he returned to Plumerville. 
man’s medal (rifle). He was honorably discharged 9.—2nd Lt. Rex Brundige Shull, son of Mrs. Lois B. 
on October 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Shull of Lonoke, Arkansas, was born January 21, 
Sergeant Stobaugh and his wife, Margaret, are the 1923, at Lonoke. He received his education in Lo- 
parents of a son, Paul L., Jr. noke Public Schools and was a graduate of Lonoke 
High Ser before ses ay Wired ii af ons 
5.—T/5 Warren G. Thompson, son of Mrs. Maggie kansas, for two years’ study. Lt. Shu entered the 
Edith Thompson, was born October 18, 1920, at Pecan: Army Air Corps in 1942 and received his basic 


training at San Antonio, Texas. Lt. Shull was re- 
ported missing in action. No further details regard- 
ing his service record were furnished. 


brier, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Greenbrier Public Schools, after which he 
was engaged in farming and defense plant work. 
Entering the Army (Military Police Det.), he re- 10.—Pfe. William Myron Thompson, son of Mrs. Mag- 
ceived basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas. After gie E. Thompson, was born September 15, 1926, in 
serving in the United States twenty-one months, Greenbrier, Arkansas. He attended High School 
he was sent to Oahu Island and served in the South- and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. Entering the 


ign : , 1945, h j i ini 
west Pacific for over sixteen months. Attached to merece ced Theat moar gs RSet. 


1836th M. P. Bn., he saw action at Okinawa and 1945, for Japan. He is still in service with the 
was wounded in action. He was honorably dis- Army of Occupation in Japan. His home is in Con- 
charged January 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. way, Arkansas. 
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ool at Kingman, 
his overseas training at 
‘rived Guadalcanal 
- Theater in April, 1944, and 
overseas service, serving in the 
hipelago campaign. Holder of the 
Disti 1ed Flying Cross, Air. Medal with five 
Oak Leaf Clusters, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
- with two stars, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Medal, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on September 14, 1945. 





12.—Gunnery Sgt. Aubrey Walker, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Calvin Walker, was born Oct. 9, 1907, 
at Plumerville, Arkansas. He enlisted in the United 

- States Marine Corps originally on July 27, 1926, 
to receive basic training at Paris Island, S. C., 
where he specialized with small arms. He qualified 
and received medals for Pistol Expert, Carbine 
Sharpshooter, Garand, Reising Gun and Heavy 
Machine Gun Markman. Sgt. Walker was sent to 
the Pacific Area November 28, 19438, and after 
almost two years’ service in the South Pacific 
Theater, including 18 days spent with the Army 
of Occupation in Saibo, Japan, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Joseph H. Pendleton, Ocean- 
side, California, November 8, 1945. 


13.—Capt. Harold B. Shull, son of Mrs. Lois B. Shull 
of Lonoke, Arkansas, was born November 24, 1919, at 
Lonoke, Arkansas. He received his education in the 
Lonoke Public Schools and was a graduate of high 
school before entering the University of Arkansas 
for two years. Capt. Shull entered the U. S. Army 
Air Corps in 1940, and received his basic training 
at Phoenix, Arizona. No further details were fur- 
nished regarding the service record of Capt. Shull. 


14.—Lt. Oswell Lewis Shull, son of Mrs. Lois B. 
Shull of Lonoke, Ark., was born July 29, 1915 at 
Des Arc, Arkansas. He was a graduate of the Lo- 
noke High School and received two years’ training 
at the University of Arkansas. Lt. Shull was em- 
ployed by Southwest Hotels before entering the 
U. S. Army, 1942. He received his basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was placed in the 
Finance Department. No further details were fur- 
nished regarding the service record of Lt. Shull. 


15.—Ship’s Cook 1/e Dalton Stacks, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. C. Stacks, Morrilton, Arkansas, was born at 
Guy, Arkansas, on February 3, 1917. He completed 
his education at Plumerville (Arkansas) High 
School, after which he engaged in farming until 
entering the United States Navy on October 26, 
1942. He received his basic training at Norfolk, 
Virginia, specializing in cooking. His military 
qualifeatons conssted of Sharpshooter with .03 rifle 
and Marksman with the carbine. He was sent with 
his unit to the Pacific Area on January 13, 1944, 
and participated in action off the Marshall and 
Marianas Islands, for which he was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation with Star, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Defense Service Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon 
with Star. He was honorably discharged at Memphis 
on December 2, 1945. 


16.—Pvt. Arlie Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Calvin Walker, was born June 14, 1915, at Plumer- 
ville, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Morris High School, England, Arkansas, 
after which he was engaged in farming. Entering 
the Army (Armored Division) January 16, 1945, 
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sent to the Philippines September 4, 1945, where he 


served for over four months. Pvt. Walker quali- 

fied for Rifle Sharpshooter March 8, 1945, and re- 

ceived World War II Victory Medal, Good Conduct 

Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. Return- 

ing to the United States January 11, 1946, he was 

pone y discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 
: 6. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c James L. Smith, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Odus H. Smith, was born August 13, 1925, 
in Searcy, Arkansas. He attended Searcy School, 
afterward being employed as grocery clerk and 
farmer. Entering the Navy Seabees September 10, 
1943, he received basic training at Camp Perry, 
Virginia; Camp Endicott, R. I.; Camp Parks, Cali- 
fornia, and Port Hueneme, California. He served 
in the United States for a year and a half and 
departed March 9, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater of Operations. Overseas more than a year, 
he participated in the invasions of Iwo Shima and 
Okinawa and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star. After being honorably 
discharged April 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in Searcy. 


18.—Seaman Case Weigart, son of George Weigart 
and Myrtle Case Weigart, was born Jan. 17, 1926, 
at Bethesda, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Batesville, Mountain View, and Ken- 
sett High Schools. He entered the Merchant Marines 
in March, 1944, as ordinary seaman and received 
boot training at Sheepshead Bay, New York. He 
had voyages to Nova Scotia, the British Isles, 
France, and Russia where he spent forty-nine days. 
His: final. voyage was from Norfolk, Virginia, to 
Bari, Italy. He and his brother, George, had served 
on separate ships until their last voyage. They 
were members of the crew of the steamship Charles 
Henderson of New Orleans, which was loaded with 
explosives and blew up in the Italian port, April 9, 
1945, with only one survivor. 


19.Seaman George Perry Weigart, son of George 
Weigart and Myrtle Case Weigart, was born Jan. 
22, 1924, at Ruddells, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Batesville, Mountain View, 
and Kensett, Arkansas, High Schools, and East 
Texas Agricultural College, Arlington, Texas. En- 
tering the Merchant Marines in October, 1942, he 
received boot training at St. Petersburg, Florida, 
and made voyages to Brazil, the Azores Islands, and 
North Africa. His final voyage was from Norfolk, 
Virginia, to Bari, Italy. Seaman Weigart and his 
brother, Donald, were members of the crew of the 
steamship Charles Henderson of New Orleans, 
which was loaded with explosives and blew up in 
the Italian port, April 9, 1945, with only one sur- 
vivor of the ship. 


20.—Pfe. William O. Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Calvin Walker, was born July 11, 1911, at 
Plumerville, Arkansas. After graduating from 
England (Arkansas) High School, he was engaged 
in farming until he entered the Army on October 
13, 1939. Private Walker received his basic training 
at Fort Winfield Scott, California, and later at- 
tended Heighth Finder Service School, after which 
he was sent with his unit to the European Theater, 
taking part in the Northern France and Southern 
Germany campaigns, and serving with the Army 
of Occupation for four months after the close of 
the war. For his valiant services in these theaters, 
Private Walker received the European Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, the Victory Medal, 
American Defense Service award, Army of Occupa- 
tion Ribbon, and awards denoting outstanding pro- 
ficiency in the use of the bayonet and machine gun. 
He was honorably discharged on November 6, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 








ONAIS A. SELLERS 


S/Sgt. Onais A. Sellers, son of Mrs. J. E. Jones, was born at Hot Springs, 
October 23, 1911, and received his education in the Hot Springs Public 
Schools, after which he was employed as salesman. A member of the 
National Guard since 1931, he entered the Infantry August 4, 1942, re- 
ceiving his basic training at Camp Forrest, Tennessee, and received Sharp- 
shooter Medals for his proficiency in the use of rifle and machine gun. 
Attached to the 80th and 106th Divisions for three years, he left the 
United States in July, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. In 
action at St. Lo and Aachen as replacement to 30th Division, First Army, 
as Mortar Squad Leader with the Fourth Platoon, Company F, Second 
Battalion, 120th Infantry Regiment, he was killed October 12, 1944. Sgt. 
Sellers was awarded the Purple Heart, ETO Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. His wife, 
Helen Benedict, now resides at 123 Morrison Avenue, Hot Springs. 
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Pfe. George Franklin Allman, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Allman 
of Prescott, Arkansas, was born on June 12, 1913, at Sheri- 
dan, Arkansas. He was educated in the Hot Springs public 
schools and then became a carpenter and house painter. He 
remained in this line of work until entering the military service 
on May 7, 1942, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He received his 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and Camp Howze, 
Texas and was then assigned to the Air Corps, where he served 
in a Glider unit as a general service engineer. After almost 
three and one-half years in this country he was sent to LeHavre, 
France, in February, 1945, and saw action in the Rhineland and 
Central European campaigns during his five months of foreign 
service. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal 
and the Victory Medal, he was returned to this country in July, 
1945, and was honorably discharged on January 19, 1946, at the 
Separation Center, Fort McPherson, Georgia. His wife is Marga- 
ret Louise Allman. 





GEORGE F. ALLMAN 





T/Sgt. James S. Allman, son of James I. and Anna H. Allman, 
was born at Hot Springs, Arkansas, on November 27, 1920. He 
received his education by attending Hot Springs Grammar and 
High Schools and Southwestern University at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, after which he was employed by the Arkansas National 
Bank, Hot Springs, as bookkeeper. He entered the Army Air 
Corps in July, 1942, receiving basic training at Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia. Later by attending Radio School, Scott Field, Illinois, 
and Gunnery School at Yuma, Arizona, he qualified for Radio 
Operator. After serving two years in the United States, Set. 
Allman departed for England on September 18, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in the air offensive over Germany. He made 20 mis- 
sions over Germany and was killed in a plane crash on the return 
from the twentieth mission, February 6, 1945. He was the holder 
of Pistol Markmanship Medal and Gunnery Wings and was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Purple Heart, and Citation for Bravery, posthumously. 
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Helena Gronlund Allman, and 
his parents, who live in Hot Springs. 





JAMES S. ALLMAN 
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S/Set. James C. Lawson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert.G. Lawson 
of Hot Springs, was born at Texarkana, Arkansas on April 27, 
1922. He attended the Hot Springs High School and the Hendrix 
State Teachers College at Conway, receiving his A. B. Degree. 
He entered the military service on April 13, 1943, and was 
assigned to the Infantry. Sergeant Lawson served his basic 
training period at Fort Benning, Georgia, and later attended the 
Officer’s Candidate School at Fort Benning. He holds a cer- 
tificate of graduation from the School of Weapons and Tactics 
at Fort Benning. In July, 1944, he was sent with his unit, Co. 
G, 317th Infantry of the 80th Division, to the European Theater. 
Overseas a total of eighteen months, he served as a squad leader 
with this unit through the hard fighting of the Northern France 
and Rhineland campaigns and saw action at the Battles of St. Lo, 
the Moselle Valley, Falaise Pocket and Metz. He was awarded 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, French Croix De Guerre with 
Palm and Fouraguerre, European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, American Theater ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. 
Sergeant Lawson was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri on January 4, 1946. 





JAMES C. LAWSON 


ond Lt. Gilbert G. Lawson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert G. 
Lawson, Sr., was born September 14, 1918, in Texarkana, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Hot Springs Elementary and High Schools 
and Henderson State Teachers’ College (A. B. Degree). Entering 
the Air Corps December 3, 1941, he received basic training at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, and attended Gunnery School at Ft. 
Myers, Florida, and Navigators’ School at Selman Field, Louis- 
iana. He qualified as Expert Gunner and Navigator, receiving 
Navigator’s Wings, Gunner’s Wings, and Aerial Observer’s Wings. 
Assigned to a B-17 Bomber with the 15th Air Force, Lt. Lawson 
departed October 6, 1943, for Africa. He participated in 35 mis- 
sions during the African and Italian campaigns, including raids 
on Rumanian oil fields, Austria, Italy, and targets in Germany. 
He was chosen as navigator for Maj. Jimmie Doolittle on a 
special flight through Italy and North Africa in December, 
1943. Lt. Lawson was killed in action over Reagonsburg, Ger- 
many, February 25, 1944. He was awarded American Defense 
Ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, 
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters, two Battle Stars, and the 
Purple Heart, posthumously. 





Be Saks 


GILBERT G. LAWSON, JR. 


S/Sgt. Raymond W. Lawson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert G. 
Lawson, was born February 16, 1926, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
“ae He attended Hot Springs Elementary Schools and graduated 
Re es from Hot Springs High School. Entering the Infantry June 15, 
wt a 1944, he received basic training at Camp Wheeler, Georgia, and 
i attended Officer and Noncommissioned Officer School, special- 
izing in Cadre Infantry and qualifying as Expert with the M-1 
rifle, carbine, and B. A. R. After serving more than a year with 
the Infantry in the United States, Sgt. Lawson departed Novem- 
ber 1, 1945, for Japan. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and is still in the service, attached to Military Government Co. 
with the Army of Occupation in Japan. His home is in Hot 
Springs. 
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Ist Lt. Robert Evan Shaw, son of Joseph V. and Helen Alice 
Shaw of 105 Alcorn Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born 
at Buckville, Arkansas, on January 25, 1920, graduated from 
. Hot Springs High School and was employed for five years by 
the J. C. Penney Company, Hot Springs, prior to enlisting in the 
United States Army Air Corps on June 9, 1942. Following basic 
training at the Santa Ana (California) Army Air Base, he later 
attended specialized service schools at Tucson and Marana, 
Arizona, and Marfa, Texas, qualifying as a First Pilot of B-24s 
and B-17s and Instructor for two-engine planes. On May 10, 
1944, he sailed for the European Theater via South America 
and Africa, and participated in the Normandy, Northern and 
Southern France and German campaigns, flying thirty-five mis- 
sions through heavy enemy fire while attached to the 3rd 
Bomber Division, 8th Air Force. Lt. Shaw was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Presidential Citation with Oak Leaf Clusters, European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Sharpshooter’s Medal (.45-caliber pistol), and Markman- 
ship medals for sub-machine gun and carbine. He was placed 
on inactive status as a first lieutenant, Army Reserve, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 22, 1945. Lieutenant Shaw and his 
wife, Vivian, have one son. 
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Lt. Col. Roy F. Blackmon, son of Robert Franklin and Mamie 
Edna Blackmon, was born October 3, 1909, at Mineola, Texas, 
moving to Arkansas in 1920. He received his education by at- 
tending the Hot Springs High School and afterwards .was em- 
ployed as Wire Chief by the Southern Pacific Company at Duns- 
muir, California. He entered the Army Signal Corps April 21, 
1941, receiving the rank of 2nd Lt., Signal Corps Reserve, by 
direct appointment, and for nineteen months was Base Signal 
Officer, Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho. 
received Sharpshooter’s Medals for his proficiency in the use 
of the carbine, caliber 30, sub-machine gun caliber 45, M-1 and 
A5-caliber pastol. On October 1, 1942, the 449th Signal Heavy 
Construction Battalion with Col. Blackmon as Commanding Of- 
ficer was activated at Davis-Monthan Field, Tucson, and de- 
parted from the United States on January 12, 1944, for Naples, 
Italy. He saw service in the Rome-Arno and North Appenines. 
He also spent five months with the Army of Occupation. For 
meritorious service he received the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, Bronze Star Medal, 
American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and 
Battalion Meritorious Unit Service Plaque. 
ceived four promotions from 2nd Lt. to Lt. Col. during his course 
of service and was honorably discharged at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
ROY F. BLACKMON on October 23, 1945, as Lt. Col., Signal Corps-Reserve. He now 
resides at Dunsmuir, California, with his wife, Marion Eliza- 





ROBERT EVAN SHAW 





On October 13, 1943, he 


Col. Blackmon re- 


I: 7! So 
, | ee 





Maj. Sasuel Samson Williamson Jr., son of Samuel Samson and 
Mollie L. Williamson of 148 Murray St., Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
was born in that city on October 23, 1920. Following completion 
of his education at Hot Springs High School he worked as a 
printer prior to entering the United States Army Air Corps in 
December, 1940. After receiving flight training at Thunder- 
bird Field, Arizona, and airfields located at Bakersville, Califor- 
nia, and Roswell, New Mexico, he qualified as a Pilot and Oper- 
ations Officer and, after two and one-half years’ service in the 
United States was sent to the European Theater in June, 1943. 
He flew sixty-four missions over enemy-occupied territory in 
France and Germany during the sixteen months he served over- 
seas. Major Williamson received the Distinguished Flying Cross 
and the Air Medal with eight Oak Leaf Clusters in recognition 
for his valliant service. He has chosen to remain in service and 
is currently stationed at Westover Field, Massachusetts. 





SAMSON WILLIAMSON, JR. 





Capt. Benjamin Lehman Rorie, son of Rev. Thomas Oliver and 
Sarah Helen Rorie, was born at Dalark, Arkansas, on January 
13, 1917. Following his graduating from Hot Springs High 
School and Henderson State Teachers’ College at Arkadelphia, 
where he received a commission as 2nd Lt. from the R. O. T. C. 
Unit, he was employed in a clerical capacity. He enlisted in the 
Army December 14, 1940, at Ft. Huachuca, Arizona, and re- 
ceived basic Infantry training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas; 
Camp Bowie, Texas; Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, and Camp 
Polk, Louisiana, and attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia. After one year’s service in the Infantry, Lt. 
Rorie transferred to the Air Corps, receiving basic flying train- 
ing at Kelly and Randolph Fields, Texas, and Grider Field, Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. He received his Pilot’s Wings at Kelly Field 
on August 5, 1942, and after service at flying fields in Georgia, 
Florida, and Louisiana, was sent to the Aleutian Islands in mid- 
summer of 1943. Returning to the United States, he sailed on 
January 30, 1944, for Italy and flew sixty-five missions over 
Italy as a member of the 27th Fighter Squadron, 12th Army 
Air Corps. On May 27, 1944, on the sixty-fifth mission, while 
piloting a P-47 (Thunderbolt) near Rome and engaging in bomb- 
ing and strafing, Capt. Rorie was killed by enemy gunfire. A 
lifelong member of the Methodist Church, he was awarded a 
Presidential Citation, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart, post- 





humously. He is buried in the American Military Cemetery at BENJAMIN LEHMAN RORIE 
Nettuno, Italy, and is survived by his parents, who live in Hot 
Springs. 
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Ens. Edwin Brown Lemon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Loyd L. Lemon 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Bowling Green, Missouri, 
on April 24, 1920, and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 
1931. He attended the Hot Springs. schools and the University of 
Arkansas as well as the University of Colorado. Entering the 
U. S. Coast Guard on September 7, 1942, he completed his basic 
training at Alameda, California, and then attended Navigation 
School at New York City. He became a Coast Guard aviator and 
served three years and eight months on duty with the Coast 
Guard. Ensign Lemon was released from active duty at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, on March 7, 1946. His wife is Mary Esther 


Lemon. 





EDWIN BROWN LEMON 





Ship’s Cook 2/c Paul A. Ratliff, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. 
Ratliff, was born May 29, 1911, at Cedar Glades, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Jones Elementary School at 
Hot Springs and Cutter Morning Star High School, after which 
he was employed as meatcutter. Entering the Navy on January 
16, 1944, he received boot training at U. S. Naval Training 
Center, San Diego, qualifying as meatcutter. After two years’ 
service, he received World War II Victory Medal and American 
Defense Ribbon and was honorably discharged at San Diego, 
December 19, 1945. He and his wife, Zelda Sain, live in Hot 
Springs with their child. 
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T/5 Hersel V. Lankford, son of C. H. and Lottie Lankford OL 

Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he was born August 26, 1910, 
received his Public School education at Sulphur Springs and ; aa 
Lake Side Schools, after which he was engaged in the retail a 
dairy business until entering the Engineer Corps, U. S. Army, 7 
on April 25, 1944. After receiving basic training at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas, he specialized as Water Technician and was as- 
signed to the 1270th Combat Eng. Bn. He was sent to the 
European Theater of Operations on October 21, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in the Rhine Crossing and Campaign of Central Ger-- 
many, then serving two months in the Army of Occupation at 
Frankfurt, Germany. He was honored with the ETO Ribbon, two 
battle stars and the Good Conduct Medal and was honorably 
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HERSEL V. LANKFORD 





-* 


Chief Electrician Mate Jack Clark Long, son of Effie Mary and Jesse 
Clark Long, was born at Gurdon, Arkansas, May 13, 1916. He received his 
education by attending the Lakeside High School. He entered the Navy 
June 12, 1936, receiving boot training at San Diego, California, and at- 
tended Motion Picture School-Electrical Interior Communications, where 
he qualified for Electrician. Serving six years on board the USS Enter- 
prise (Aircraft Carrier), he participated in the campaigns at Pearl Harbor, 
Marshall Islands, Wake, Marcus, Midway Island, Guadalcanal (occupation 
and protection), Santa Cruz, Salvo, Makin, Saipan, and Guam (raids and 
occupation). For meritorious service, he was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation, Pacific Theater Ribbon with thirteen battle stars. American 
Theater Ribbon, American Defense Bar with one star, and Good Conduct 
Medal with one wreath. Mate Long was honorably discharged at Bain- 
bridge, Maryland, on September 17, 1945, and now resides at Gurdon, 
with his wife, Helen. 


discharged at Ft. Benning, Georgia, November 19, 1945. 





JACK CLARK LONG 


T/Sgt. Robert L. Long, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Long, was born December 





23, 1919, in Bryant, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High School. 
Entering the Army Air Force September 23, 1939, he received basic 
training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and attended Service Schools at 
Scott Field and Chanute Field, qualifying as Aircraft Welder. After 
serving in the United States for two years with the 48th Materiel Squad- 
ron, Sgt. Long departed November 1, 1941, for the Philippines and Japan. 
Overseas nearly four years, he participated in the Battle of Bataan and 
was captured by the Japanese at the fall of Bataan April 9, 1942. He was 
in the Bataan Death March and was held at Camp O’Donnell, Prisoner 
of War Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan, and Camp No. 4 near Nichols Field, 
Manila. He was on a Japanese ship that was bombed in Manila Bay by 
American planes in December, 1944, when 800 escaped the ship. Retaken, 
he was sent to Kyushu Island and was at Fukuoka Camp No. 17 in Japan 
when liberated September 15, 1945. Sgt. Long was awarded Presidential 
Unit Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, Philippine Defense Ribbon with one Bronze Star, American 
Defense with one Bronze Star, Victory Medal, and Good Conduct Medal. 


After being honorably discharged June 13, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Josephine Idelle. 
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Seaman 2/c Marvin E. Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil B. Keith 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Amity, Arkansas, on 
January 24, 1912. He completed his education in the DeRoche, 
Arkansas schools and then was a retail grocer until entering 
the Navy on April 21, 1944. Seaman Keith received his basic 
training at San Diego, California, and after five months in this 
country, he was sent to Hawaii in September, 1944. Overseas 
fourteen months, he saw action in the Caroline Islands and on 
Iwo Jima. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, he was returned to this country and was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on November 15, 
1945. He and his wife, the former Ruby Thomason, are the 
parents of three children. 





MARVIN E. KEITH 
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S/Sgt. Graham Randolph Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. V. B. Keith of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, was born at De Roche, Arkansas, on August 19, 1922. 
Educated at Hot Springs High School and Ouachita College, he enlisted 
in the Army Reserve in September, 1942, and was called to active service 
on May 10, 1943. After receiving his basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, 
he was sent to attend the Army Specialized Training Program at East 
Texas State Teachers’ College and was later transferred to Co. C, 393rd 
Infantry, 99th Infantry Division. Arriving with his unit in the European 
theater in September, 1944, he took part in the Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns during his more than fifteen months overseas. 
Wounded in Belgium in November, 1944, he holds the Purple Heart, Good 
Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, Combat Infantryman Badge, Victory Medal and the 
Marksmanship Medal for the rifle and automatic rifle. He was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on January O40 Is 
wife is June Elizabeth Keith. 





GRAHAM R. KEITH 


2nd Lt. Henry F. Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil B. Keith of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, was born at DeRoche, Arkansas, on November 26, 1923. He 
attended Hot Springs High School and was a musician until entering the 
Army Air Corps on May 29, 1943. He served his basic training at Shep- 
pard Field, Texas, and then attended flight schools at the College Train- 
ing Detachment, San Marcos, Texas, San Antonio, Texas, Ballinger, 
Texas, San Angelo, Texas, and Lubbock, Texas. He was commissioned as 
a pilot on September 8, 1944, and was sent to India in December, 1944. 
Overseas five months, he served in India and China and was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon and the 
Presidential Unit Citation. He was released from active service on August 
7, 1945, at Foster General Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi. His wife is 
Billie Marie Keith. 





HENRY F. KEITH 
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CLAUDE RAY BASSHAM 


Flight Officer Richard Hartley Wootton, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Hartley Wootton of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born in that 
city on August 28, 1925. He attended Hot Springs High School 
and completed his education at the Western Military Academy 
at Alton, Illinois. Entering the Army Air Forces as a flying 
cadet on February 20, 1943, he received his flight training at 
Tulare, California; Merced, California and Marfa, Texas, and 
was commissioned as a pilot. He was qualified to fly twin engine 
planes and also commercial planes and served more than three 
years with the Army Air Force. He was placed on inactive duty 
at San Antonio, Texas, on February 29, 1946. 


RICHARD H. WOOTTON 


Lt. (j. g.) Claude Ray Bassham, son of Hazel Bassham Roderick 
and Claude R. Bassham, was born October 2, 1920, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He attended public schools in Fort Smith, Van Buren, 
Little Rock, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and New Orleans, Louisiana, 
graduating from Hot Springs, Arkansas, High School in 1938. 
He was a member of the high school track team, winning two 
events and placing in a number of others. He attended Santa 
Ana, California, Junior College. Entering the U. S. Navy Ferry 
Command May 25, 1942, as Ensign, U. S. Naval Reserve, he 
received boot training at Corpus Christi, Texas, qualifying as 
Ground Flight Instructor and Transport Pilot. Lt. Bassham 
served for a year in the United States and was killed in a plane 
crash May 4, 1943, near Columbus, Ohio. He is survived by his 
parents, who live in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
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WILLIAM H. ATWOOD 


Cpl. Houston Floyd Crowder, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Floyd Crowder, 


was born November 11, 1919, 


vine and New Edinburg Public Schools, after which he was employed 
by the Pine Bluff Arsenal and the J. L. Williams and Sons Lumber Co. 
Entering the Army Air Corps July 23, 1942, he received basic training at 
St. Petersburg, Florida, specializing as carpenter. After completing his 
training in the United States attached to 875th Guard Squadron, he de- 
parted April 26, 1944, for New Guinea where he served for 20 months. 
He received World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp 


Chaffee, January 24, 1946. 
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Pvt. William Harrison Atwood, son of Steward M. and Almer C. Atwood, 
was born June 24, 1919, at Grapevine, Arkansas. He attended Grapevine 
and Sheridan High Schools, afterwards being employed by the J. L. Wil- 
liams and Sons Lumber Co. Entering the U. S. Cavalry April 9, 1944, 
he received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas. After training seven 
months attached to Troop N, 1st Cavalry, he departed November 9, 1944, 
for Burma where he participated in the Ledo-Burma Road battles and in 
the jungles of Burma. Pvt. Atwood was transferred to the Field Artillery 
after going overseas and was killed in action January 26, 1945. He was 
twice wounded in action and was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. 
In addition to his parents, he is survived by his wife, Gladys Cinthia, 
and one child, who live in Sheridan. : 


at Grapevine, Arkansas. He attended Grape- 
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HOUSTON F. CROWDER 





Set. John Spencer Craig, son of Mrs. Lodelia Craig of Hot 
Springs, was born at Tinsman, Arkansas, on Julyst, 19225 He 
attended Hot Springs High School and was a clerk for the Jack- 
son News Agency until entering the Air Force on October 14, 
1942. He attended special schools at Chicago, Illinois, and 
Kansas City, Kansas, after serving his basic training period at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and became a flight radio operator 
for the Air Transport Command. Sergeant Craig served with 
the 4th Ferrying Group whose home base was at Memphis, 
Tennessee. He served there, making regular trips to the Euro- 
pean theater until he was sent to Hamilton Field, California, 
from where his unit flew trips to the Pacific theater carrying 
emergency supplies and returning with wounded troops. In this 
work they used the famous C-54 aircraft, and Sergeant Craig 
made trips to most of the islands in the Pacific theater on which 
American troops were stationed or in action. He served two 
and one-half years with the Air Corps and was honorably dis- 
charged at Hamilton Field, California, on April 16, 1945. He 
and his wife, Barbara Jean, are the parents of one child. 
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T/Sgt. Wyndall F. Loyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenney Loyd, was born 
December 14, 1921, in Dierks, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs High 
School. Entering the Air Force July 8, 1940, he received basic training at 
Randolph Field, Texas, and attended A. M. School at Chanute Field, 
Illinois; Power Turret School, Lowry Field, Colorado; R. A. F. School 
(American Electrics), Burtonwood, England; and Galveston, Texas, Air 
Base School for Instructors. Sgt. Loyd specialized in Electrical Systems 
and qualified as Airplane Mechanic and Gunner. He departed September 
6, 1942, for Kettering, England, and remained overseas for a year and 
eight months, participating in the pre-invasion bombing of fortress Europe. 
He was awarded the Air Medal with two Clusters, Unit Citation Medal, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, and Presidential Unit Citation. After being 
honorably discharged September 19, 1945, at Lockbourne Army Air Base, 
Columbus, Ohio, he reenlisted and is still in the service. He is married 
to the former Miss Katherine G. Briscoe and has two children. 






WYNDALL F. LOYD 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Guy Lawrence Nichols, son of Mrs. Effie Florence 
McClard Nichols, was born July 14, 1919, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He 
attended Hot Springs Schools, afterwards being engaged as electrician. A 
member of the National Guard since 1939, he entered the Navy January 
6, 1942, and received boot training at San Diego, California. Attending 
Electrician’s School, Class A, he qualified as Boatswain’s Mate and de- 
parted March 15, 1942, for the South Pacific Theater of Operations. Over- 
seas for a year and eight months, Mate Nichols served on the U. Seam: 
Seminole, which was sunk at Guadalcanal October 25, 1942, and PT Boats 
Ron. Nos. 3 and 11. He participated in campaigns of Suva, Guadalcanal, 
Greens Islands, New Georgia, Talugi, Guvutu, Midway, Tananbogo Florida, 
and British Solomon Islands and was awarded two Presidential Citations, 
one Commendation, and campaign bars. He contracted an illness in the 
course of duty and was honorably discharged August 21, 1945, at USS: 
Naval Hospital, New Orleans, Louisiana. 





GUY L. NICHOLS 


T/4 Earl Stout, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Stout, was born at Hot 
Springs, March 18, 1923. He received his education by attending Hot 
Springs High School. Entering the Medical Corps on February 18, 1948, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkley, Texas, qualifying as Cook. 
Attached to 3rd Conv. Hospital, he departed from the United States on 
August 20, 1943, for North Africa. He was overseas more than two 
years and participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Apennines, and Po 
Valley campaigns. He received the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal, and 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, December 25, 1945, returning to 
Hot Springs where he lives with his wife, Bonnie Jean. 


EARL STOUT, JR. 





T/Set. Bert Gene McClard, whose parents, Cecil V. and Mary Oma Mc- 
Clard, live at Hot Springs, was born in that city on March 18, 1922, and 
graduated from high school there. He entered the United States Army 
Air Corps on August 11, 1941, and was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, for basic training, and subsequently attended Airplane and Engine 
Mechanic School at Chanute Field, Illinois, for twenty weeks. Arriving in 
the South Pacific in the spring of 1942, Sergeant McClard continued his 
technical study at the Australian National Instrument Shop in Melbourne, 
specializing in airplane instrument technique. Serving with the Air Corps 
“down under” for almost three years, he participated in the New Guinea 
and Papuan campaigns and holds the Airplane and Engine Mechanic Badge, 
the Instrument Mechanic Badge, the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good Con- 
duct Medal and the Distinguished Unit Badge with one Oak Leaf Cluster. 
Sergeant McClard was honorably discharged from the service on Septem- «= oi 
ber 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. BERT GENE McCLARD 
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Set. Elwood Smith, son of Nathan A. and Zelda Blanche Smith, was born 
at Hot Springs, May 5, 1911. He received his education by attending Hot 
Springs Public Schools, after which he was employed as meat inspector 
and butcher by Tovera Packing Company of Phoenix, Arizona, and as 
head butcher by Safeway Company. A member of the National Guard 
since 1942, he entered the Infantry on March 27, 1944, receiving basic 
training at Camp Robinson and later attending Cooking School, where he 
qualified for 1st Cook. Sgt. Smith received Expert Medal for use of the 
M-1 rifle and carbine. He was attached to Combat Engineers Battalion, 
Co. B, at Ft. Riley, Kansas. After being honorably discharged at Ft. Sam 
Houston, November 11, 1944, he returned to Hot Springs where he lives 
with his wife, Billie, and their one child. 





ELWOOD SMITH 


S/Set. John F. Wetzler, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John Francis Wetzler, Sr., 
was born May 18, 1916, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot 
Springs High School, afterwards being engaged as an electrician. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Force October 25, 1942, he received basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Airplane Mechanics’ School, quali- 
fying as Flight Engineer and Aircraft and Engine Technician. After 
serving in the United States for nearly two years, Sgt. Wetzler departed 
July 21, 1944, for Alaska, attached to the Air Transport Command. Over- 
seas for more than five months, he was awarded American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theter Ribbon, Victory Medal, and Good Conduct Medal. 
He was honorably discharged November 29, 1945, at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, and returned to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Alma 
Louise, and their child. 






JOHN F. WETZLER, JR. 


S/Sgt. James Barry Gillenwater is the son of James LeRoy and Louise 
Mallory Gillenwater of Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he was born on 
October 2, 1920. He was educated at Hot Springs High School and the 
University of Arkansas before entering the military service on September 
16, 1942. Sergeant Gillenwater was assigned to the Air Corps and sent 
to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for his basic training. He then attended the 
Clerical School at Fort Logan, Colorado and became an operations special- 
ist. After sixteen months in this country with the Fourth Fighter Com- 
mand, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands in December, 1943. Overseas 
a total of twenty-five months, he was returned to this country and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 18, 1946. 





JAMES B. GILLENWATER 


Ist Sgt. Walter Luther Steuart, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom W. Steuart of 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas, was born at Highland, Arkansas, on May 6, 1914. 
He was graduated from Murfreesboro High School, attended Ouachita 
College, Arkadelphia, and had been employed by Southwestern Transporta- 
tion Company of Texarkana for five years when he entered military 
service on April 2, 1941. Following basic training at Camp Grant, Illinois, 
he was attached to the Medical Replacement Training Center, 53rd Gen- 
eral Hospital. Sgt. Steuart spent three years in continental United States 
before being sent overseas, where he was stationed for more than fifteen 
months. He holds the American Defense Service Ribbon, the EHuropean- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged in June, 1945, at La Garde General Hospital, 
New Orleans. He and his wife, Christine, are the parents of a daughter. 


WALTER L. STEUART 
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PhM 2/c Gerald Lee Vanderslice is the son of Ben and Thelma Vanderslice 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he was born on March 14, 1925. He was 
educated at Hot Springs High School and Subiaco Academy and entered 
the Navy on July 9, 1943. He completed his basic training at San Diego, 
California, and then attended the Dental School, Field Medical School, 
Nursing School and the Hospital Corps School. He was sent to the South 
Pacific theater in May, 1944, as a dental technician and saw service in 
Pearl Harbor and Guam during his seventeen months of foreign service. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Rib- 
bon and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 6, 1946. 





GERALD L. VANDERSLICE 


T/5 Ras Meredith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Meredith of Hot Springs, 
was born at Buckville, Arkansas, on June 6, 1923. He attended Hot 
Springs High School, and was employed by the Jones Mill Works until 
entering the Army on September 13, 1943. Cpl. Meredith received his 
basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and later completed courses at the 
Cook’s and Baker’s School. Assigned to the Medical Corps as a cook, he 
was sent to New Caledonia in June, 1944, and remained in the Pacific 
area for a total of nineteen months. He saw action in the Luzon campaign 
in the Philippines and served one month with the Army of Occupation 
of Japan. He returned to this country in March, 1946, and has re-enlisted 
in the Army for three years. 









Se 


RAS MEREDITH 


Pfc. Roy L. Ford, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mance Ford, was born December 
31, 1919, at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Fountain Lake High School, after which he was employed as truck- 
driver. Entering the Infantry February 6, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson and later attended Truckdrivers School. After serving 
in the United States over three years, he was sent to Europe in March, 
1945, and participated in the campaigns of Northern France and Central 
Germany. Pfc. Ford was awarded the Good Conduct Medal; European 
Theater of Operations, American Defense, and Victory Ribbons; Unit 
Citation; Good Drivers’ Medal, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He 
received an honorable discharge at Camp Fannin, Texas, January 20, 
1946, returning to Hot Springs. 





ROY L. FORD 


Cpl. James Paul Scully, son of Mr. and Mrs. James P. Scully, was born at 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, on July 16, 1917, and after graduating from 
high school there worked as a truck gardener. He entered the United 
States Army on June 14, 1941. With the exception of the last two months 
(when he was attached to the Medical Corps) his entire period of service, 
extending almost four and one-half years, was with the Infantry. He re- 
ceived his basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Camp Camp- 
bell, Kentucky, and after spending more than twenty-seven months in the 
United States, he was sent with his unit to the European Theater in the fall 
of 1944, and participated in the Rhineland and Central European cam- 
paigns, being captured by the Germans on January 17, 1945, and remaining 
in a prison camp until he was released on April 14, 1945. Cpl. Scully served 
with Co. C, 63rd Infantry, 6th Division, and Co. B, 17th Armored Battalion, 
12th Armored Division and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Ameri- 
can Defense Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Medal, Expert Infantryman’s Medal, 
Sharpshooter’s Medal for rifle, carbine and sub-machine gun and Expert’s 
JAMES PAUL SCULLY award for water-cooled machine gun. He was honorably discharged on 
November 7, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


Tia 
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J. D. ELWOOD CHAMBERS 


T/4 Lewis A. May, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. May, was born in Garland 
County, Arkansas. He attended Cutter Morning Star High School, after- 
wards being employed as shovel and crane operator at an aluminum plant. 
Entering the Army Engineers June 29, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and attended Shovel and Demolition Schools, 
qualifying as Heavy Equipment Operator. Attached to the 373rd_ En- 
gineer G. S. Regiment, he departed October 31, 1943, for Canada and the 
European Theater of Operations. Overseas for a year and nine months, 
he participated in the campaigns of Northern France, Central Europe, 
and Rhineland and was awarded one Citation Wreath. After being honor- 
ably discharged November 19, 1945, at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, he returned 
to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Iva Leora. 





RAY OWEN 


MM 2/c Robert Max Cox, son of Moffett and Effie Cox of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, was born at Bradford, Arkansas, on August 21, 1925, and at- 
tended the Hot Springs public schools before entering the U. S. Navy on 
September 30, 1942. Sent to San Diego, California, for his basic training 
he later completed work at the Machinist’s School at San Diego and was 
sent to New Caledonia in the Pacific in May, 1943. Machinist Cox has 
seen more than thirty months of overseas service in the Pacific theater 
and is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with eight battle 
stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, on February 8, 1946. A veteran of more 
than three years of naval service, he served all his overseas srvice as a 
member of the crew of the U. 8. S. Montpelier. 
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Pfc. J. D. Elwood Chambers, son of Jesse William Chambers and Mrs. 
Gracie Bell Guest, was born on April 20, 1920, at Donaldson, Arkansas, 
moving with his parents to Hot Springs at a very early age. Reared on a 
farm near that city, he attended Fountain Lake School and was engaged 
in farming when called to military service on March 23, 1943. Trained 
at Camp Bowie, Texas, and Camp Barkeley, Texas, he was assigned to 
the Engineers Corps and spent ten months in continental United States 
before landing with his unit overseas in January, 1943. Private Chambers 


took part in the struggle for North Africa and served subsequently in the 


bitter fighting in Sicily and in Italy, where he made the supreme sacrifice 
on February 18, 1944. For his heroic service to his county, this gallant 
American won the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with 
Bronze Battle Stars representing each engagement and the Order of the 
Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. 





- LEWIS A. MAY 


Capt. Ray Owen, son of Gertrude and Albert A. Owen, was born January 
28, 1913, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Ouachita College, after- 
wards being engaged as owner of a credit bureau in Hot Springs. Entering 
the C. A. C. and Information-Education Division June 3, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended training school 
at Orlando, Florida; Orientation School at Lexington, Virginia; and Motor 
Officers’ School at Camp Davis, N. C., specializing in Information-Educa- 
tion and qualifying as Marksman with M-1 rifle and carbine. Capt. Owen 
served for nearly three years in the United States as Public Relations 
Officer on staff of Brig. Gen. H. C. Allen, Camp Hulen, Texas, and de- 
parted March 26, 1945, for Newfoundland Base Command, where he served 
as Public Relations and Information-Education Officer under Brig. Gen. 
Samuel Connell and Brig. Gen. C. V. Haynes. He remained overseas for a 
year and was awarded American Theater Ribbon. Released to inactive duty 
May 23, 1946, at Hot Springs, he returned to his home in Hot Springs, 
where he lives with his wife and one child. 





ROBERT MAX COX 
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Sgt. Jesse Dawling Robbins is the son of Jesse Arthur and Ella Robbins 
of Hot Springs, where he was born on June 12, 1921. He attended Hot 
Springs High School and Hot Springs Business College and was employed 
as a bookkeeper for the Belvedere Dairy until entering the military service 
on September 16, 1942. He completed his basic training at the Anti-Air- 
craft Training Center at Camp Hulen, Texas, and later attended the Radar 
School, becoming a chief radar operator. In December, 1943, he was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific theater with his unit, the 229th Anti-Aaircraft 
Artillery Searchlight Battalion and remained in the Pacific theater for 
more han twenty-five months. Sergeant Robbins took part in the New 
Guinea campaign where he supervised men in the operations of ground 
radar equipment and underwent more than eighty Japanese raids against 
American positions. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
a the Victory Ribbon and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Ar- 
JESSE D. ROBBINS kansas, on January 25, 1946. 






Pfe. Jack Howard Sheffield, son of Cora and W. D. Sheffield, was born at 
Hot Springs and received his education by attending Central School and 
Hot Springs High School. He was proprietor of a grocery store until 
entering the Infantry on May 16, 1944. Receiving basic training at Camp 
Fannin, Texas, he qualified for expert use of the M-1 machine gun, B. A. R., 
Bazooka, carbine 30-caliber, and 60MM mortar. After training in the 
United States, he landed in the European Theater of Operations on Novem- 
ber 7, 1944, and participated in the Rhineland and Central Germany cam- 
paigns. For meritorious service he received the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal, and European Theater of Operations Ribbon. 
Pfe. Sheffield received an honorable discharge on July 25, 1945, at Hot 
Springs, where he resides with his wife, Frieda, and their child. 





JACK H. SHEFFIELD 


Radarman 2/c Alton Dale Cooley, son of Howard Cooley of Route 3, Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, was born at Tokio, Arkansas, on December 17, 1918. He 
completed his education at Murfreesboro High School and was a grocer 
until entering the Navy on May 16, 1944. Sent to Camp Wallace, Texas, 
to serve his basic training period, he then attended the Radar School at 
Point Loma, California, and became a radar operator. In February, 1945, 
he was sent to the South Pacific theater and saw ten months of overseas 
service, taking part in the campaign for Okinawa and the sweeps our 
Navy made in the China Sea. After three months with the Army of 
Occupation of Japan, he was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on January 3, 1946. He and his wife, 
Louise, have one child. 


ALTON DALE COOLEY 


Sgt. Clarence E. Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Wilson of Hot Springs, 
was born at Murfreesboro, Arkansas on October 2, 1911. After completing 
his education he became a furniture dealer and followed this business until 
entering the Army on November 21, 1942. Sergeant Wilson served his 
basic training at Camp Young, Indio, California, and became a mechanic. 
In November, 1948, he was sent to England with his unit, the 487th 
Engineer Water Supply Battalion, and saw more than two years of over- 
seas service. He took part in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and earned the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the American Theater Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged on November 25, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. He and his wife, Alma, have one child. 





CLARENCE E. WILSON 
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T/4 Doyle Henry Dollarhide, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Henry Dollarhide, 
was born at Foreman, Arkansas, on April 29, 1920. Securing his education 
at Hot Springs Junior High School, he later entered military service on 
October 20, 1942, received his basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, and 
later attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and Mess Sergeant School, 
qualifying as mess sergeant and cook. Assigned to Headquarters Company, 
1st Battalion, 383rd Infantry, he spent two years in continental United 
States before sailing on July 23, 1944, with his unit for Hawaii. Overseas 
ten months, he saw action in the Philippine and the Kyukyu Islands in- 
vasions, and was wounded in action on Okinawa. He counts among his 
awards the Expert Rifleman’s Badge, the Expert Pistol badge, the Combat 
Infantryman’s badge, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
Good Conduct Ribbon and the Order of the Purple Heart. He was honorably 
discharged at Bushnell Hospital, Brigham City, Utah, on November 6, 
1945. He is the husband of Mrs. Gladys Gertrude Dollarhide. 












DOYLE H. DOLLARHIDE 


T/Sgt. Joseph Raney Dollarhide, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Dollarhide, 
was born at Foreman, Arkansas on January 12, 1917, attended Hot Springs 
High School and entered the United States Army Air Corps on January 
4, 1943. Following basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he later at- 
tended Glider Mechanics School, qualifying for duty as a Line Chief of 
Glider Engineering. On February 27, 1944, after thirteen months of 
preliminary training in this country, he sailed for England with his unit, 
the 90th Troop Carrier Squadron, 438th Troop Carrier Group, and saw 
extensive service on the Western front. During his nineteen months over- 
seas, he participated in the Southern France, Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central European campaigns, receiving the 
European Theater Ribbon with battle stars denoting his engagements, the 
Distinguished Unit badge and other decorations. He was honorably dis- 
charged from the service on September 29, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. He and his wife, Juanita Louise, are the parents of one child. 





JOSEPH R. DOLLARHIDE 


M/Set. Fred M. Carmody, son of Mr. and Mrs. James K. Carmody, was 
born at Hot Springs, Arkansas, in July, 1922, and after graduating from 
Hot Springs High School was employed as a radio repairman and auto- 
mobile mechanic prior to his enlistment in the United States Army Air 
Force on June 16, 1941. Following basic training at Chanute Field, Illinois, 
he later attended Airplane and Engine Mechanic School and qualified as an 
Aircraft Inspector and Flight Chief. After two and one-half years service 
in this country he was sent overseas early in 1944, and was engaged in 
the European Theater for almost nineteen months with the 15th Air 
Force. He was awarded the Presidential Citation with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
European Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars. Sergeant Carmody 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on September 27, 
1945. He and his wife, Eloise, have one child. 


FRED M. CARMODY 


T/Sgt. James K. Carmody was born at Hot Springs, Arkansas, on October 
17, 1920, completed his education in the Hot Springs schools and worked 
for Davis Grocery and Smith Brothers Construction Company prior to 
his entrance into the United States Army Air Corps on October Dil OSo: 
Following basic training at Moffett Field, California, he later attended 
specialized schools giving instruction in Aircraft and Aircraft Engines and 
Aircraft Instruments, qualifying for duty as an Aircraft Inspector and 
Flight Chief. After more than three years’ service in the United States, 
he sailed for England with his unit, the 84th Fighter Squadron, 78th 
Fighter Group, on November 26, 1942. During the nine months he served 
overseas he participated in various widespread action in the European 
and African war zones, receiving the theater ribbons with battle stars 
denoting his engagements, the American Defense Service Ribbon and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged from the service 
on September 11, 1943, at San Fernando, California. 





JAMES K. CARMODY 
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Pfe. Gilford B. Moore, son of Annie P. and Thomas L. Moore, was born 
December 29, 1916, in Royal, Arkansas. After graduating from Hot 
Springs High School, he was engaged as a wholesale merchant. Entering 
the Marine Corps December 10, 19438, he received boot training at Marine 
Corps Base, San Diego, California, and attended Quartermaster School of 
Administration, qualifying as Quartermaster, Sharpshooter, and Honor 
Man of Platoon 1211. After serving for seven months with Service Bat- 
talion, Training Center, Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California, he de- 
parter July 22, 1944, for the South Pacific. Overseas more than a year, 
Pfe. Moore participated in campaigns on Peleliu Island. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 18, 1945, at Oceanside, California, he returned 
to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Frances Estelle, and their 
children. 





GILFORD B. MOORE 


MM 3/c Walter Lester Mitchell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Grady Mitchell, 
was born at Amity, Arkansas, on September 4, 1913. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Glenwood High School, after which he was employed 
as service station and garage operator at Glenwood. Entering the Navy 
Seabees on December 10, 1942, he received boot training at Camp Endicott, 
Davisville, R. I., and after attending Automotive Service Schools qualified 
as auto parts warehouseman. He received Expert Medal for his pro- 
ficiency in the use of the rifle. Attached to 66th Construction Battalion, 
he departed from the United States on August 22, 19438, for the Aleutian 
Islands and on June 16, 1945, for the Philippine Islands, serving overseas 
for a year and seven months. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on November 9, 1945, and lives at Glenwood with his wife, 
Hazel. 





WALTER L. MITCHELL 


PhM 2/c Ward Rayburn Watson, son of Katherine and Oliver Watson of 
Hot Springs, was born December 7, 1907, at Benton, Arkansas. He at- 
tended the Hot Springs public schools and was employed as a sales clerk 
by the R. G. Morris Drug Company until entering the Navy on November 
26, 1942. After completing his basic training at San Diego, California, 
he spent nine months in this country while attached to Marine Air Group 
23 and was then sent to Midway Island in the Pacific theater. Overseas 
sixteen months, he saw action in the fighting of the Marshall Islands 
campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on 
October 27, 1945. His wife is the former Velva Inez Jones. 





co Bi 2 
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WARD R. WATSON 


S/Set. Otis Graham Embree, son of Katie May and Walter Jordon Embree 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Amity, Arkansas, on July 15, 1917. 
Educated in the Hot Springs schools, he was employed as a sales clerk 
by the R. G. Morris Drug Company until entering the Army Air Forces 
on January 4, 1943. Upon the completion of his basic training period at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, he was sent to Engineering and Operations School 
at Denver, Colorado, and became an administrative specialist. He served 
at Pratt, Kansas, as a member of the 502nd Base Squadron until he was 
sent to Alaska in December, 1944. Overseas eleven months, Sergeant 
Embree was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 22, 1945. He 
and his wife, the former Ethel Marie Jones, are the parents of two 
children. 








OTIS G. EMBREE 
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Sgt. Alan D. Christopher, Jr., son of Nona I. and Alan D. Christopher, er., 
was born October 23, 1924, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Hot Springs High School. Entering the Marine 
Corps October 5, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as Draftsman and Mapmaker and as Expert with rifle, pistol, 
and small arms. Sgt. Christopher departed December 6, 1942, for the 
Central Pacific Theater of Operations and served overseas for nearly two 
years with the 16th Defense Battalion, Fleet Marine Force; the Fourth 
Marine Division; and Combat Intelligence. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 13, 1945, at Marine Barracks, Naval Air Training Station, 
Pensacola, Florida, he returned to Arkansas and is now a student at Hen- 
derson State Teachers’ College, Arkadelphia. He is married to the former 
Miss Anne Abernathy. 





ALAN D. CHRISTOPHER, JR. 


Pfc. Charles Sydney Obee, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Samuel Obee, was 
born February 9, 1926, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Hot Springs Schools. Entering the Marine Corps April 
7, 1944, he received boot training in San Diego, California, and attended 
Music School, qualifying as a Bugler. He received Sharpshooter’s Mark- 
manship Medal and spent four months in the United States in boot train- 
ing. Departing August 14, 1944, for Saipan, he remained overseas nearly 
two years, participating in the campaigns of Saipan and Okinawa. He is 
still in service with the Army of Occupation in Japan. His home is in 
Hot Springs. 









CHARLES SYDNEY OBEE 


T. M. Jack Cook, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Cook of 609 Garland, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, was born February 19, 1924. He received his education 
in the Hot Springs Public Schools and is a graduate of Hot Springs High 
School. He attended Draughon’s Business School, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He entered the United States Navy May, 19438, and received his boot 
training at San Diego, California. No details regarding the service record 
of T. M. Cook were furnished. 





JACK COOK 


S/Sgt. Harold Clinton Felts, son of Nettie Lou Vickers and George Harold 
Felts, was born September 6, 1925, in Pawhuska, Oklahoma, later moving 
to Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs High School. Entering the Air 
Corps December 28, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois, and Gunnery 
School at Ft. Myers, Florida, qualifying as Armorer Gunner and recelving 
Aviation Gunner’s Wings. After serving a year in the United States with 
the 498th Bomb Group, 73rd Wings, he departed March 31, 1945, for 
Saipan and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas more than 
a year, he participated in the air offensive of Japan and the Eastern 
Mandates and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and the Air 
Medal. He was honorably discharged March 31, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and returned to his home in Hot Springs. wie Sg 


HAROLD CLINTON FELTS 
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Cpl. Lester E. Hickerson, son of M: 
born at Barling, Arkansas, on Ap 
by attending the Hot Springs High School, after 
as office boy and store salesman. Entering thx 
October 6, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Leonard \ 
and attended Engineers O. C. S. at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, s| 
construction. Serving eight months in the United States he departed 
1, 1943, for the South Pacific Theater and participated in the Makin 
berts) Saipan (Marianas), and Okinawa campaigns. He received among — 
other decorations, Sharpshooter and Markmanship medals for proficiency 
with the rifle. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, Decem- 
ber 27, 1945, and lives in Hot Springs. : 


- 





Capt. Harold W. Baldwin, son of Monroe and Laura Baldwin of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, was born at Kaw City, Oklahoma, on November 24, 1916. He 
moved to Arkansas with his family in 1919 and attended Hot Springs 
High School. Capt. Baldwin received his B. A. Degree from Ouachita Col- 
lege at Arkadelphia, and was commissioned in the Infantry Reserve after 
R. O. T. C. training at Ouachita College. He entered active service on 
June 9, 1942, and attended Ground Force Schools at Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
and Fort Benning, Georgia. In July, 1944, he was sent to the European 
Theater and served with Armored Infantry Units of the 9th Armored 
Division throughout the Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Hurope cam- 
paigns. Overseas ten months, he won the Purple Heart, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Dis- 
tinguished Unit Citation, American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory 
Medal. He was released from active service at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
on February 6, 1946, and now holds the rank of major in the Army 


Reserve. HAROLD W. BALDWIN 









T/4 Don Stuart Givens, son of Hoyt and Jeanette Givens, was born at 
Jessieville, Arkansas, August 2, 1909. He received his education at Hot 
Springs High School, after which he owned and operated grocery stores 
and meat market. He entered the Army (Infantry) on April 28, 1944, and 
received basic training at Camp Robinson. He received Markmanship 
Medal for his proficiency in the use of the rifle and served as cook and 
butcher. After one year and seven months’ service, he was awarded the 
Victory Medal and American Theater Ribbon and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Robinson, November 29, 1945, returning to Hot Springs 
where he lives with his wife, Helen Louise, and children. 





DON STUART GIVENS 


Cpl. Leroy T. Lyons, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kell Lyons, was born at Arka- 
delphia, May 1, 1918. He received his education at Hot Springs High 
School, after which he was employed four and a half years by Wilson 
and Company in Hot Springs and one year with Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company in Little Rock. He entered the Army Air Corps May 19, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. Later he quali- 
fied for Combination Are and Acetylene Welding and was awarded the 
Markmanship medal for his proficiency in the use of the carbine .30-caliber 
and .45 automatic pistol. After serving two years in the United States 
with the 24th Mess Sqd., he departed for England February 26, 1944. For 
meritorious service performed in Normandy, Northern France, and Rhine- 
land, he was awarded three Bronze Stars and Good Conduct Medal. 
Set. Lyons was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
November 4, 1945, and now resides in Hot Springs with his wife, Quintella, = * : 
and their children. LEROY T. LYONS 
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SSML 3/c Thomas E. Reed, son of H. E. Reed of Route 2, Malvern Road, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Benton, Arkansas, on April 10, 1913. 
He attended Hot Springs High School and was employed in the laundry 
business until entering the Navy on April 20, 1945. He completed his 
basic training at the United States Navy Training Station at San Diego, 
California, and served as a laundry head throughout his period of Naval 
service. He was honorably discharged on October 31, 1945, at the United 
States Navy Repair Base at San Diego, California. He is married and he 
and his wife, Ida Lee, are the parents of two children, Tommie Janett 
and Jerry Don. 





THOMAS E. REED 


Sgt. John C. Stanley was the son of Tyra J. and Rose Ann Stanley of Hot 
Springs. He was born at Fort Scott, Kansas, on June 27, 1909 and at- 
tended the Oak Hill and Hot Springs public schools. Sergeant Stanley was 
employed as a painter, paperhanger and carpenter until entering the mili- 
tary service on May 7, 1942, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He completed 
his basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and became a cook, serving 
with Co. A of the 53rd Engineer Battalion. He passed away with double 
pneumonia at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on April 28, 1943. He had served 
almost one year at the time of his tragic death. Sergeant Stanley is sur- 
vived by his wife, Lillian N. Stanley. 





JOHN C. STANLEY 


Ens. Ralton D. Turner, son of Mrs. Anna L. Turner of 299 Cedar Street, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born June 5, 1921. He attended Romble 
School, Hot Springs, and graduated from Hyde Park High School at Chi- 
cago, Lllinois, in 1940. He then attended the University of Illinois. Ensign 
Turner volunteered for the United States Merchant Marine Corps Febru- 
ary 21, 1942. He was trained at Hoffman Island, New York, and embarked 
from New York. No further information regarding the service record 
of Ensign Turner was furnished. 





RALTON D. TURNER 


Pvt. Harold R. Bradley, son of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Bradley, was born 
February 20, 1918, at Buckville, Arkansas. He received his education at 
Jones Grade School and Hot Springs High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed in a filling station. Entering the Infantry October 10, 1940, he 
received his basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, later attending Mechanics 
Training School and qualifying for Mechanic. He was awarded Expert 
Marksmans Badge. After two and a half years’ service he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater September 2, 1943, and for meritorious service was 
awarded the Infantry Combat Medal and Asiatic-Pacific, Good Conduct, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor, American Defense, and Luzon Liberation Ribbons. 
Pvt. Bradley was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 6, 1945. 
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HAROLD R. BRADLEY 
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Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Clarence Eugene Rowe, son of Christopher Theodore 
and Fannie Elizabeth Rowe, was born at Hot Springs, July 15, 1917. He 
received his education by attending Cutter and Morning Star Schools, after 
which he was employed as trucker and stock rancher. He entered the 
United States Amphibious Forces on October 14, 1943, and received boot 
training at San Diego, California. After training in the United States for 
five months, he was sent to the Solomon Islands on April 1, 1944, for 
advanced training, after which he served as Coxswain on mechanized land- 
ing craft in the invasion of Saipan and Guam. Mate Rowe received Unit 
Citation for duty performed by the Standard Landing Craft Unit 30 on 
Guam. After serving almost two years overseas, he received an honorable 
discharge at Norman, Oklahoma, on December 22, 1945, returning to Hot 
Springs where he lives with his wife, Mabel, and their child. 





CLARENCE EUGENE ROWE 


Cpl. Roye A. Rowe, son of Christoper Theodore and Fannie Elizabeth 
Rowe, was born at Hot Springs, March 7, 1914. He received his education 
by attending the Cutter and Morning Star Public Schools, after which 
he was employed as dairyman, stock rancher, truckdriver, mechanic, and 
bus operator. He entered the Army Air Forces on May 7, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks and afterwards qualifying for Army 
Postal Clerk and Heavy Duty Equipment Operator. He received Mark- 
manship Medals for his proficiency in the use of the carbine, 45-caliber 
pistol, and 45-caliber Thompson submachine gun. He was awarded Good , 
Conduct Medal, and after serving three years and eight months with the 
First Air Force, he was honorably discharged at Mitchell Field, New 
York, on December 6, 1945. 


wu 





ROYE E. ROWE 


S/Set. Charles Reed Hays, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Hays of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, was born at Jackson, Kentucky, on June 8, 1917, and received 
his education in the Hot Springs schools. He enlisted in the United States 
Air Corps on November 2, 1942, receiving basic training at Brooks Field, 
Texas, and later attended Pursuit Armorment School, Buckley Field, 
Colorado; Gunnery School, Harlingen, Texas, and Radio Operator’s School 
in England, qualifying for duty as a Pursuit Armorer, Aerial Gunner and 
Radio Operator. Going overseas in the fall of 1944, he participated in 
the general air offensive over France and Germany. He was captured by 
the Germans on January 7, 1944. Sergeant Hays was awarded the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with two battle stars, the Good Conduct Medal and 
the Order of the Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged at San 
Antonio, Texas, on October 25, 1945. He and his wife, Mary Louise, have 
one child. 








CHARLES REED HAYS 





AvMM (Flight Engineer) 1/c James A. Hays, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
Hays of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born in Jackson, Kentucky, on October 
10, 1912, graduated from Hot Springs High School and attended the 
University of Arkansas for three years, and prior to his entrance into 
the United States Navy on September 28, 1942, was engaged in civil 
engineering work. Completing boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, Naval 
Training Station, he later attended the Naval Air Technical Training Cen- 
ter, Memphis, and the P.A.A. Flight Engineers School, LaGuardia Field, 
New York, qualifying for duty with the Naval Air Transport Service as a 
Flight Engineer. During the three years he was in service, he flew a great 
number of transport missions to widely scattered points of the world from 
bases in the United States and in Europe. He was honorably discharged 
on October 14, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 





JAMES A. HAYS 
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duty in the Army of Occupation. 
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HAROLD LEE OWEN 
1st Lt. Sammie H. Owen, son of Mrs. Lottie M. Owen, was born July 18, 
1916, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs High School, 
afterwards being employed by F. C. Stearns Wholesale Hardware Com- 
pany and Mountain Valley Springs Company. A member of the National 
Guard since August 3, 1933, he entered the Coast Artillery Corps January 
6, 1941, and received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He attended Anti- 
Aircraft Officer Candidate School and Basic Airborne School, qualifying 
as Platoon Commander and received Expert Carbine Badge and Expert 
Sub-machine gunner’s Badge. Lt. Owen served with the 674th Machine 
Gun Battery and departed August, 1941, for Seward, Alaska, and August, 
1943, for Port Moresby, New Guinea. Overseas for more than three years, 
he participated in campaigns of New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, 
Southern Philippines, Admiralty Islands, Saidor, Wakde-Sarmi, Hollandia, 
Biak, Noemfoor, and Sansapor. He was awarded the Silver Star, four 
Campaign Stars, and one Bronze Arrowhead and is still in the Army with 
the 82nd Airborne Division. His home is in Hot Springs. 


Hot Springs. 





WALTER MONROE JETT 


Pfc. Clarence J. Snyder, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Snyder, Sr., was 
born March 28, 1922, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
Public School, afterwards being engaged as a truck driver. Entering the 
Field Artillery December 1, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma. Attached to Hq. Btry., 961st F. A. Bn., he departed 
January 19, 1944, for Ireland and served overseas for nearly two years, 
prrticipating in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe. Pfc. Snyder was awarded four Bronze Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged October 23, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Hot Springs, where he 
lives with his wife, Pauline. 
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Cpl. Harold Lee Owen is the son of Mrs. Lottie M. Owen of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, where he was born on August 17, 1924. He attended Hot 
Springs High School and was engaged in radio and electrical work. Cpl. 
Owen entered military service on May 15, 1943, and was assigned to the 
Army Air Corps. He received his basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, and then attended Airplane Mechanic’s School. He 
became a mechanic and engineer and served three years with the Fourth 
Air Force. He was honorably discharged on December 6, 1945, at the 
Topeka Army Air Field, Topeka, Kansas, and immediately re-enlisted for 






SAMMIE H. OWEN 


Cpl. Walter Monroe Jett, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Snyder, was born De- 
cember 14, 1924, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
Public Schools, afterwards being employed as messenger boy by Western 
Union. Entering the Air Corps June 1, 1943, he received basic training at 
Charleston, S. C., and Keesler Field, Mississippi, qualifying as Flight En- 
gineer. Cpl. Jett served for a year in the United States attached to the 
113th A. A. F. Base Unit Combat Crew. He was killed in Charleston, S. C., 
June 30, 1944, in a plane crash. He is survived by his parents, who live in 


He attended Hot Springs 


CLARENCE J. SNYDER, JR. 
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T/4 James Frank Cook, son of Mr. rent MEE 





and 


JAMES FRANK COOK 


‘Fireman 1/c Clyde T. McDonald, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. McDonald, 
was born December 26, 1908, at Big Sandy, Texas. Prior to entering the 
Navy on November 24, 1943, he was engaged in operating a hotel and 
amusement park. He received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended Basic Engineers and Internal Combustion Service Schools. After 
serving two years in Base Maintenance, he was honorably discharged 
at San Pedro, California, October 15, 1945. Upon discharge he returned 
to Hot Springs where he had connections prior to the war. He and his 
wife, Louise, have one child. 





Florine Elliott. 


HAVIS H. OVERTON 


T/Sgt. Edward L. Pierce, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Pierce of Burr Oak, 
Kansas, was born on August 9, 1905, at Nelson, Nebraska, and worked 
as a farmer and machinist prior to entering the United States Army 
Medical Corps on April 17, 1928. He received his basic training at Camp 
Swift, Texas, and later qualified as a mess sergeant. On November 24, 
1943, he was sent with his unit to the South Pacific where he served for 
more than nineteen months. He wears the Good Conduct Medal, the Ameri- 
can Defense Service Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged at Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
on October 6, 1945. He and his wife, Nettie Octavia, have one child. 
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C) Ar le 
was born at Bismarck, Arkansas, on June 22, 191 t 
education at Bismarck High School, he was "produc on ma 
Arkansas Beverage Company at Hot Springs until entering she A: 
March 28, 1944. Sergeant Cook served his basic training peri 
Ordnance Unit Training Center, Texarkana, Texas, and attended ' 3 
Repair and Rebuilding School. In January, 1945, he arrived with his unit, 
the 481st Tire Repair Company in the Hawaiian Islands. Overseas more 
than one year, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the 
Good Conduct Medal, the Meritorious Service Unit Award, the Victory 
Ribbon, and the Sharpshooter’ s Medal. He was returned to this country 
~ and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 
At ’ \ ; a 23, 1946. He and his wife, Lona, have two children. 





CLYDE T. McDONALD 


Set. Havis H. Overton, son of Mr. and Mrs. David E. Overton of 308 Main 
Street, Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Sparkman, Arkansas on April 
iBA 1916. He attended Hot Springs High School, Magnolia A. and M. Col- 
lege and Henderson State Teachers College. Entering the United States 
Army in 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
and attended the Army Air Forces Clerical School at Fort Logan, Colorado, 
qualifying there for a post as administrative clerk with the Personnel 
Distributive Command. He arrived overseas with his unit in October, 
1942, and saw action in the Algeria-French Morocco, Tunisian, Rome-Arno, 
Europe Air Offensive, Southern France, Balkans Air Offensive, Northern 
France, Apennines, Central Europe and Germany campaigns, winning the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, the Good Conduct Ribbon and 
the Distinguished Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged on Sep- 
tember 14, 1945, and now resides at Camden. His wife is the former 
















EDWARD L. PIERCE 
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Cpl. William Frank McCrory, son of Mrs. Una McCrory of Hot Springs, 
was born November 10, 1922, in Monticello, Arkansas. He attended Hot 
Springs High School and Drake University at Des Moines, Iowa, after- 
wards being engaged as a radio announcer. Entering the Army, Cpl. 
McCrory received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, and attended 
Army Special Training Program Schools at University of Kentucky ; Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and Ft. Monmouth, N. J., specializing in Signal Corps 
training. Departing in October,1944, for England and France, Cpl. Mc- 
Crory served overseas for seventeen months, including ten months with 
the Army of Occupation. He was honorably discharged March, 1946, in 
Paris, France, and is married to the former Miss Monique Boiseau of 
Dijon, France. He now holds a civil service position at Strasbourg, France, 
and expects to return to the United States in October to resume studies at 
Drake University. 






WILLIAM FRANK McCRORY 


Pharmacist 2/c Jefferson Harrell McCrory, son of Mrs. Una McCrory, was 
born December 24, 1924, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Hot 
Springs High School, Texas A. & M., and Henderson State Teachers’ Col- 
lege at Arkadelphia. Entering the Navy in October, 1948, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Balboa Park Hospital 
School at San Diego and Naval Hospital Schools at Oakland and E] Centro, 
California, specializing in medical training. He served for nineteen months 
in the United States and departed in May, 1945, for more than a year of 
overseas duty in Japan. He holds two battle stars. He was honorably 
discharged in April, 1946. He entered University of Tennessee to com- 
plete his medical education. 






JEFFERSON H. McCRORY 


Sgt. Harold A. Myers is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Myers of 
Hot Springs, where he was born on February 3, 1925 He attended Hot 
Springs High School and graduated in January, 1943. Entering the United 
States Marine Corps on January 28, 1943, he served his basic training 
period at Parris Island, South Carolina, and attended Radio School at 
Texas A. & M. College and Gunnery Schools at Miami, Florida, and 
El Centro, California. He became a radio-gunner in a torpedo bomber 
and aS a member of VMTB 131 was sent to the New Hebrides Islands 
in the South Pacific in March, 1944. Overseas eleven months, he served 
on the New Hebrides, the Marshall Islands and took part in the occupa- 
tion of Guam. He was returned to this country in February, 1945, and 
served in the United States until he was honorably discharged at Cherry 
| Point, North Carolina, on February 8, 1946. 

HAROLD A. MYERS 


T/4 James D. Westfall is the son of Fern and James Westfall of Hot 
Springs, where he was born on June 6, 1923. He was educated at Hot 
Springs High School and was a stock clerk until entering the Army on 
February 18, 1943. Assigned to the Air Corps, he served his basic train- 
ing at Miami Beach, Florida and then attended the Army Specialized 
Training Program at the University of Maryland, Mt. Ranier Ordnance 
Schools, Chrysler Tank Arsenal and the Mississippi Ordnance Plant. He 
was then sent to the Ordnance department and arrived in France in Nov- 
vember, 1944, with his unit, the 3020th Ordnance Company. He served 
throughout the Rhineland campaign and after the end of the war in 
Europe he was sent from there to the Philippine Islands. Overseas a total 
of fifteen months, he holds the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon; Philippine Liberation Ribbon; 
American Theater Ribbon; Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
He served three months with the Army of Occupation of Japan and was a 

honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 17, 1946. JAMES D. WESTFALL 
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LOUIS LESTER JAMES 


Seaman 1/c Paul Emerson Randall is the son of the late Margaret and 
Charles Randall. Born in Hot Springs on January 30, 1910, he is a 
graduate of Hot Springs High School. He managed a Kroger grocery in 
Hot Springs for eight years and gave up the management of his own 
grocery and market in Hot Springs to enter the U. S. Navy on March 
16, 1945. Trained at San Diego, California, he specialized in commisary 
work and was sent to the Island of Guam in July, 1945. Seaman Randall 
took part in general patrol duty in the Pacific theater until he returned 
to this country in December, 1945. He was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 14, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. He and his wife, Emma, have 
two children, Billy and Buddy. 





ROBERT B. SIGMAN 


Cpl. Manuel E. Bradley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charley C. Bradley, was born 
at Buckville, Arkansas, August 23, 1913. He received his education by 
attending Hot Springs High School, after which he was engaged as man- 
ager of a retail store until entering the Army January 19, 1943. Receiving 
basic training at Camp Haan, California, he specialized in the operation 
of automotive weapons. Attached to 468th A. A. A. Bn., he departed from 
the United States on July 2, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations 
and participated in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Central 
Europe, and Ardennes campaigns. For meritorious service in these oper- 
ations, Corporal Bradley received among other decorations American 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with five Bronze Stars and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. After serving five months with the Army of Occupation, 
he returned to the United States on December 23, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, December 30, 1945. He resides in Hot 
Springs with his wife, Gladys Marie. MANUEL E. BRADLEY 
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Set. Louis Lester Taner son Wor Mr. a 1 
November 13, 1909, at Hot Springs. He receiv: 
Hot Springs High School, after RRC he was e eC 
market manager for Kroger Grocery Company. Enter chi 
on March 27, 1944, he received basic training at Caner Robir 
attending Cook’s and Baker’s Schools at Camp Robinson and ¢ 
bury, specialized as Cook and Baker. He was awarded Expert Ma 
ship Medal. Attached to the 106th Infantry, he was sent to the E ean 
Theater October, 1944, and in the Battle of the Bulge was taken prisoner 
by the Germans on December 19, 1944, while serving with Company A, 
422nd Regt., 106th Division. He escaped on March 28, 1945, while being 
moved farther into Germany, reaching American lines on April 1, 1945. 
Sergeant James received a wound in action and among other decorations 
was awarded the Purple Heart and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He 
was honorably discharged at Hot Springs, November 8, 1945. He and 
his wife, Marie, live in Hot Springs with their children. 





PAUL EMERSON RANDALL 


T/4 Robert B. Sigman, son of Mrs. Mary Sigman, was born at Hot Springs, 
October 27, 1917. He received his education at Hot Springs High School 
and Louisiana State University, after which he was in business as a 
gasoline and oil jobber. Enlisting in the Army Ordnance, he received 
basic training at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland. By attendance 
at Ordnance Schools in Aberdeen and Detroit, he qualified for Fuel In- 
duction and Full-tracked Vehicle Mechanic and received the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal. Attached to the 16th Armored Division, he departed from the 
United States on February 5, 1945, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, and for meritorious service in the campaign of Central Europe, 
received one Battle Star and the Good Conduct Medal. After serving six 
months overseas T/4 Sigman was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee 
November 10, 1945, and now lives with his wife, Mary, and their child 
at Hot Springs. 
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I. G. BROWN 


1st Lt. Kenneth Siratt, son of Mrs. Lena Siratt, was born at Hot Springs, 
March 26, 1918. He received his education by attending Jones Grade 
School and Hot Springs Junior and Senior High Schools, after which he 
was employed as hotel clerk. Entering the Infantry on October 7, 1941, 
he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. After serving three 
years with the 96th and 69th Divisions, he was sent to New Guinea on 
September 25, 1944, and participated in Leyte and Luzon, P. I., campaigns. 
Lt. Siratt received his commission on the battlefield March 26, 1945, and 
among other decorations was awarded Expert Infantry and Combat In- 
fantry Badges, Good Conduct Medal, Silver Star, and American Theater, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor, and Victory Ribbons. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, January 11, 1946, returning to Hot Springs, where 
he lives with his wife, Josie Lee. 





HERSCHEL J. LOGAN 


Pvt. Faris Montgomery Glover, son of Sam and Florence Glover, was born 
at Guy, Arkansas, November 1, 1918. He received his education by attend- 
ing Conway High School, after which he was employed as grocery clerk 
and as manager for Jett and Stueart Grocery Stores. Entering the Ins 
fantry on April 24, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson. 
After seventeen weeks’ training in the United States, Pvt. Glover de- 
parted from the United States on October 11, 1944, attached to Co. A, 
334th Infantry, for European Theater of Operations. Serving as rifleman 
in First Squad, Third Platoon, Co. A, which attacked the town of Prum- 
mern, Germany, he was killed as a result of an enemy artillery barrage 
on November 18, 1944. He was buried in the U. S. Military Cemetery at 
Margraten, Holland. Pvt. Glover is survived by his wife, Myrna, and 


children. 
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Capt. I. G. Brown, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. I. G. Brown, and husband 
of Mrs. Marjorie Brown, 102 Belding Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas, was 
born June 11, 1915, educated in public schools and graduated from Hot 
Springs High School. Capt. Brown, a commercial pilot, joined the Fifth 
Ferrying Group, ferrying division of the Air Transport Command at 
Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas, June, 1942. He was commissioned a 1st 
Lieut. in the Air Corps at Love Field, Dallas, October 1, 1942, and served 
as instrument instructor and ferrying pilot. He was promoted to captain 
November, 1943, and served as Operations Officer of the 5th Ferrying 
Group from December, 1943, to October, 1944, when he was selected to 
serve as Chief Crew Supervisor and Chief Pilot. In June, 1945, he estab- 
lished stations throughout the Middle Atlantic air lanes and in French 
Morocco, North Africa, where he was stationed at the termination of the 
war, flying army personnel from the European Theater of Operations 
back to the United States. Overseas a total of eleven months, Capt. 
Brown earned the American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was placed on inactive service at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, and will remain in the Air Corps Reserve with the rank of 
major. 





KENNETH SIRATT 


T/Sgt. Herschel J. Logan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Logan, was born 
September 10, 1925, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended St. John’s 
Elementary School and Hot Springs High School. Entering the Army 
December 6, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
and attended Basic Service School, qualifying as Platoon Sergeant and 
receiving Sharpshooter’s Medal. Attached to Co. G, 253rd Inf. Regt., Sgt. 
Logan departed November 25, 1944, for Marseilles, France, and during his 
one year and four months overseas participated in Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. He was wounded in action in Germany on April 5, 
1945, and also spent eight months with the Army of Occupation. He was 
awarded Combat Infantry Badge, Purple Heart Medal, Silver Star Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Victory Medal, and Good Conduct Medal. 
After being honorably discharged April 1, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to Hot Springs. 





FARIS M. GLOVER 
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T/5 Robert L. Robinson is the son of Lula Mac Mc 
Arkansas, where he was born on October 27, 1924. a 
Springs High School and the Arkansas State Trade School * 
Trade School before entering the military service on March 8, 1943 
receiving his basic training at Fort Lawton, Washington, he was assigne nk 
to the Transportation Corps and was sent to North Africa in September, 
1943. Overseas thirty months, he served with the 253rd Port Company 
as a switchboard operator and longshoreman in North Africa and later 
in Bombay and Calcutta, India. Corporal Robinson was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Meritorious 
Service Unit Award and the Expert’s badge for the rifle, and was re- 
turned to the United States in February, 1946. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Araknsas, on March 6, 1946. 


ROBERT L. ROBINSON 


Fire Controlman 3/c Boyton Anthony Huxtable, son of Leona Wayne and 
Elias Huxtable, was born October 4, 1909, at LeMars, Iowa, moving to 
Arkansas in 1928. He received his education in the Public Schools at 
Edgemont, South Dakota, and Denver, Colorado, after which he was man- 
ager of a radio repair shop in Hot Springs. Entering the Navy at Little 
Rock February 21, 1944, as Apprentice Seaman, he received boot training 
at Farragut, Idaho. By attendance at Fire Control School at Treasure 
Island, California, was rated Seaman 1/c F. C. Assigned to the Destroyer 
U. S. S. Dickerson, leaving the United States October 15, 1944, the vessel 
participated in the invasion of Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, Iwo Jima, and Oki- 
nawa, where the Dickerson was hit and sunk by a Japanese suicide plane 
April 4, 1945. Seaman Huxtable, together with other survivors, was 
picked up and brought to the United States and after recovering from 
wounds received at Okinawa, he was sent to the Anti-Aircraft Training 
Center at San Diego, California, until honorably discharged October 12, 
1945, at Memphis. He received the Purple Heart among the acknowledge- 


ments of active service. BOYTON A. HUXTABLE 





Cpl. Charles William Payton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Payton, was born at 
Hope, Arkansas, November 3, 1919. He attended Oaklawn Grade School 
and Hot Springs High School after which he was employed as baker and 
salesman. Entering the Marine Corps November 1, 1939, he received 
boot training at San Diego, attended Motor Transport School, and 
specialized as machine gunner. He received Rifle Sharpshooter’s medal 
November 30, 1939. Corporal Payton participated in action against the 
enemy on Midway Island, December 7, 1941; Cape Gloucester, New Britain, 
December 27, 1943, and Southern Palau Islands, September 17, 1944. For 
meritorious services he was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation; Naval 
Unit Citation; American Defense, Asiatic-Pacific, and American Theater 
Ribbons, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Marine Barracks, U. S. Naval Air Station, Key West, Florida, October 
18, 1945. 





CHARLES W. PAYTON 


S/Sgt. Abe Echols is the son of Louis and Loreana Echols of Hot Springs, 
where he was born on October 21, 1909. He attended the Hot Springs public 
schools and was employed as a bus operator until entering the military 
service on April 25, 1944. Sergeant Echols was assigned to the Cavalry 
and completed his basic training at Fort Riley, Kansas. After eight months 
in this country, he was sent to the European theater in January, 1945, and 
served with the 6th Cavalry throughout the Rhineland and Central Ger- 
many campaigns. Sergeant Echols spent thirteen months overseas and 
served almost ten months with the Army of Occupation of Germany. He 
was returned to this country and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on March 25, 1946. He is married and he and his 
wife, Lilly, are the parents of one child. 





ABE ECHOLS 


[ 144 ] 






ADRITH C. LLOYD 


WUPE 


pan ie in 





Spadra, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry June 15, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Wheeler, Georgia, qualifying as Military Police- 
man. He served in the United States for nine months with Co. C, 201st 
Inf. Regiment, and departed March 15, 1945, for LeHavre, France. Over- 
seas for a year and three months, Pfc. Floyd participated in two battles 
of the European campaign and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon, and Victory Medal. He spent thirteen months with 
the Army of Occupation and was honorably discharged June 7, 1946, at 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, returning to his home in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 


1st/Sgt. Howard R. Sheets is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sherman R. Sheets 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he was born on October 2, 1921. He 
attended Hot Springs and Rogers, Arkansas High Schools and was em- 
ployed as a warehouseman for the Texas Distributing Company at Odessa, 
Texas, before entering active service with the Arkansas National Guard 
on December 23, 1940. He had been a member of the National Guard since 
1939. Sergeant Sheets completed his basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and then attended Medical Technician School at the Army and 
Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs. In August, 1941, he was sent to 
the Aleutian Islands and remained overseas for more than thirty-two 
months. Returning to this country he was transferred from the Medical 
Corps to the Infantry and served with the 208th Training Battalion at 
Camp Blanding, Florida. Holder of the American Defense Service Ribbon 
with Star, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star for 
the Aleutian campaign and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on July 18, 1945. 





HOWARD R. SHEETS 





Flight Engineer Nordri Rogers Byrd, son of Louis Judson and Stella 
Rogers Byrd, was born April 18, 1916, at Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He 
attended Arkansas State College, Jonesboro, and graduated from Parks 
Air College, East St. Louis, with degree B. S. M. E., afterwards being 
employed from 1940 through 1942 as Chief Mechanic and Chief Inspector, 
Pan American Airlines (Panair do Brasil), located at Rio de Janeiro. 
He entered the United States Air Transport Command in December, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Washington, D. C., National Airport, and 
qualifying for Flight Engineer. After completing basic training served in 
making continuous flights from Washington National Airport to South 
America, Africa, England, and Europe, and while on flight from Prest- 
wick, Scotland, to Washington, Flight Engineer Byrd was killed in crash 
of ATC C-54 at midnight June 21, 1944. He is survived by his wife, 


~ Lilas, and his parents, who reside in Hot Springs. 


NORDRI ROGERS BYRD 


T/5 Oster Harden, son of the late George and Rody Harden, was born at 
Bluffton, Arkansas, April 4, 1915. He received his education by attending 
the Jones, Garland, and Junior High Schools at Hot Springs. Enlisting in 
the Medical Corps, A. S., April 28, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Berkley, Texas. Attatched to 180th General Hospital, he was sent 
to the European Theater and served with this organization at Carentan 
and Sissone, France, and in Frankfort, Germany. For meritorious service 
he received the Good Conduct Medal, Central European Campaign Bronze 
Service Medal, and Meritorious Service Unit Plaque. T/5 Harden received 
an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, December 26, 1945, re- 
turning to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Willie Lucille, and 
their children. 
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S/Sgt. Hiram Sigler, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Sigler of Texarkana, 
Arkansas, was born on April 16, 1921, at Arden, Arkansas, and after 
graduating from Texarkana High School entered the United States Army 
on June 26, 1940. Following basic training at Hot Springs, he later at- 
tended a special Quartermaster Corps service school and qualified for 
Administrative Service in that branch. On July 10, 1944, he sailed with 
his unit for the European Theater and participated in the campaign in 
Northern France during the fifteen months he was overseas. Recipient 
of the American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal 
and Marksman’s medal (rifle), he was honorably discharged on October 
28, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, after almost forty-nine months 
of service. He and his wife, Evelyn Jane, are the parents of one son, David, 
and they make their home at 622 Second Street, Hot Springs. 





Pfc. Etcel H. Sigler, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Sigler, was born July 1, 1923, 
in Ashdown, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas High School in Texarkana, 
afterwards being engaged in construction work and as heavy truck driver. 
Entering the Army Air Force February 28, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended Teletype Operators’ School at 
MacDill Field, Florida, qualifying as Teletype Operator and as Carbine 
Sharpshooter. Pfe. Sigler served in the United States with the 397th 
Bomb Group and departed March 22, 1944, for England. Overseas for 
nearly two years, he participated in campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, and Rhineland and the air offensive over Europe, being awarded 
Victory Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle East- 
ern Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon and Medal, 
and three overseas bars. After being honorably discharged February 28, 
1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in Texar- 
kana, Arkansas. 









ETCEL H. SIGLER 


Sgt. Luther Grayson Riles, son of Elizabeth M. and Luther G. Riles, was 
born at Terlton, Oklahoma, July 31, 1919, moving to Arkansas in Novem- 
ber, 1931. He received his education by attending Hot Springs Public 
Schools and Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa. Entering the Infantry 
December 29, 1941, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
where he was awarded Rifle Markmanship and Bayonet Expert Medals 
and qualified for machine gun, carbine, mortar, automatic rifle, and 
Browning automatic rifle. Attached to the 76th Infantry Training Bat- 
talion, he departed from the United States September, 1944, for the South 
Pacific Theater and participated in the Philippine Island campaigns. Set. 
Riles was killed in the battle of Manila on February 17, 1945, and was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and Good Conduct Medal. His 
parents live in Hot Springs. 





LUTHER GRAYSON RILES 


Cpl. Paul Lloyd Riles, son of Elizabeth M. and Luther G. Riles, was born 
at Hominy, Oklahoma, January 5, 1923, moving to Arkansas in November, 
1931. He received his education by attending the Hot Springs Public aii 
Schools, and after graduating from Hot Springs High School in June, : 
1941, he attended Drake University at Des Moines, Iowa, from September, 
1941 to August, 1942. He entered the United States Marine Corps at Little 
Rock October 5, 1942, receiving boot training at San Diego, California. 
Attending Radio Service School, he qualified for Radio Operator and 
Tank Crewman and received rifle Sharpshooter’s medal and Bayonet 
Expert medal. Attached to 1st Corps Medium Tank Battalion, he left the 
United States on July 30, 1943, for the South Pacific Theater where he 
participated in the battles of Tarawa, British Gilbert Islands, Saipan, 
Tinian, and Mariannas Islands. Among other decorations he was awarded 
two Presidential Unit Citations and was honorably discharged at Marine . 
Barracks, Naval Ordnance Plant, Pocatello, Idaho, on November 12, 1945. PAUL LLOYD RILES 
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T/5 John Robert Plemmons, son of Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Plemmons, was 
born at Hot Springs, December 7, 1919. He received his education in Hot 
Springs High School, afterwards being employed as bookkeeper. Entering 
the Signal Corps May 19, 1942, he received his basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. Later by attending Radio, Telephone, and Telegraph 
Service Schools, he qualified for Senior Lineman and was awarded Sharp- 
shooter’s medal for proficiency in the use of the rifle in June, 1942. After 
serving nine months in the United States, he was assigned to Company 
D, 26th Bn., and departed for the African Theater of Operations February 
15, 1943. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and after over two 
years’ service overseas, was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks 
November 24, 1945. He resides at Hot Springs. 






JOHN ROBERT PLEMMONS 


S/Sgt. Thomas Filmore Bledsoe, son of Ella Agnes and Thomas Jefferson 
Bledsoe, was born at Hot Springs, October 3, 1912. He received his educa- 
tion in the Hot Springs Public Schools, after which he was employed as 
clerical audit supervisor, Selective Service System; supervisor of Como 
Laundry, and assistant embalmer and funeral director. He entered the 
Army, 101st Inf. Reg. 26 (Yankee) Division, April 25, 1944, at Camp 
Robinson, where he received his basic training. He qualified for Squad 
Leader and Platoon Guide and was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge 
December 1, 1944. Sgt. Bledsoe was further awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and three Bronze Stars for participating in the Rhineland, Central 
Europe, and Ardennes campaigns. He also spent six months with the Army 
of Occupation. After thirteen months’ service overseas, he was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 12, 1945, and now 
resides with his wife, Ruby Lee, and three children at Hot Springs. 





THOMAS F. BLEDSOE 


Pfe. Gibbs Mack Plemmons, son of Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Plemmons, was 
born at Hot Springs, August 6, 1922. He received his education at Hot 
Springs High School. He entered service with the National Guard October 
3, 1940, and the Field Artillery (Regular Army) January Gop LOA TeeeruS 
basic training was received at Ft. Bliss, Texas, later attending rove ol (hive 
telligence) Service School and qualified for switchboard maintenance. He 
received Markmanship medal for his proficiency in the use of the 30- 
caliber carbine January 27, 1945. With the 206th Coast Artillery, he 
departed for the Aleutians August 11, 1941, and after almost two and 
a half years’ service in the Aleutian campaigns, he was awarded the 
American Defense Service Ribbon and one Bronze Star, Astiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon and one Bronze Star, and the Good Conduct Medal. Pfc. Plemmons 
received an honorable discharge June 2, 1945, at Camp Chaffee and 
returned to his home in Hot Springs. 


GIBBS MACK PLEMMONS 


1st Lt. Richard Pride, son of Oscar J. and Billie Mae Pride, was born 
December 11, 1920, at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Hot Springs High School. A member of the National Guard since 
February 23, 1938, he entered the regular Army, Coast Artillery, Anti- 
Aircraft, January 6, 1941. After receiving basic training at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, he attended Officer Candidate School and Officers Communication 
and Target Recognition Schools at Camp Davis, N. C., qualifying for 
Platoon Commander. After serving three years in the United States, he 
departed February 26, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands, and was later sent 
to the European theater attached to 206th Coast Artillery Corps, 556th 
Anti-aircraft Artillery. Lt. Pride served in the campaigns of the Aleutians, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Central Europe and Ardennes. After serving 
two years overseas, including three months with the Army of Occupation, 
he returned to the States August 23, 1945, and was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Bliss, October 19, 1945. He and his wife, Nadine Lois, live in Hot 
Springs with their children. RICHARD PRIDE 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





T/5 James Melton Ward, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Monroe Ward, was si 
born January 27, 1925, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Fountain 
Lake School, afterwards being employed as truck driver. Entering the 
Army Air Corps April 19, 1943, he received basic training at Kearns Field, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, qualifying as Cook, Truck Driver, and Sharpshooter with 
rifle, carbine, and pistol. After serving for nearly two years in the United 
States with the 1902nd Engr. Avn. Battalion, he departed February 26, 
1945, for Ie Shima, Ryukyus Islands, and remaining overseas for a year, 
participating in that campaign and spending five months with the Army 
of Occupation in Japan. He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
one Bronze Service Star, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Meritorious Service Unit Award. 
After being honorably discharged February 26, 1946, at aR Chaffee, 
he returned to Hot Springs, Arkansas. 





JAMES MELTON WARD 


T/5 Fletcher Monroe Ward, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Monroe Ward, 
was born October 9, 1922, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Fountain 
Lake School, afterwards being employed as truck driver. Entering the 
Corps of Engineers January 24, 19438, he received basic training at Camp 
Carson, Colorado, and attended Truck Drivers’ School, qualifying as Truck 
Driver and as Sharpshooter with rifle, pistol, and carbine. He departed 
in November, 1943,, with the 237th Combat Engr. Battalion for North 
Africa and remained overseas for two years, participating in campaigns 
in Africa, France, Belgium, and Germany. He also spent two months with 
the Army of Occupation in Germany and was awarded World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Service Stars, and Presidential Citation. 
After being honorably discharged October 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he ‘ 
returned to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Letty, and their one aa | 
child. 





FLETCHER M. WARD 


Ist Lt. Orin Lloyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie B. Lloyd, was born at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, August 12, 1924. He attended Hot Springs High School 
and entered the Army Air Corps April 9, 19438, receiving basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas. By attending Navigation School at Hondo, Texas, 
he qualified for Navigator June 10, 1944. Lt. Lloyd was attached to the 
15th Air Force. He departed from the United States for Italy September 
11, 1944, and flew twenty-seven combat missions over Germany, Austria, 
Italy, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia, and for meritorious service was 
awarded the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and EAME Theater 
and American Theater Campaign Ribbons. He received an honorable 
discharge at Barksdale Field, November 18, 1945, and now resides in 
Hot Springs. 





LT. ORIN LLOYD 


Ist Lt. Jack Pakis, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Pakis, was born October 
22, 1920, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas State Teachers’ 
College and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Quartermaster 
Corps October 1, 1940, he received basic training at Ft. George Wright, 
Washington, and attended Officer Candidate School at Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia, qualifying as Platoon Leader. Lt. Pakis served more than five years 
in the United States, including twenty-six months at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, 
as instructor in basic military training. After being transferred to the 
Officers’ Reserve Corps January 7, 1946, at Ft. Meade, Maryland, he 
returned to Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Niobe. 





JACK PAKIS 
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Set. Elbert Ford, son of Mrs. Millie Ford, was born August 22, 1921, in 
Garland County, Arkansas. He attended Fountain Lake High School, after- 
wards being employed at the Purity Dairy. Entering the Air Force August 
21, 1943, he received basic training at Harlingen, Texas, and attended 
Gunnery School, Las Vegas, Nevada. Set. Ford served for three and a 
half years in the United States in the Quartermaster Corps and was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged February 20, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to his home in Lonsdale, Arkansas. 





ELBERT FORD 


Pfc. Billy A. Ford, son of Mrs. Millie Ford, was born August 18, 1924, in 
Garland County, Arkansas. He attended Fountain Lake High School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the Army Ground Force 
July 12, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, qualifying 
as Gun Crewman and receiving Expert Infantryman’s Badge. After serving 
for more than a year in the United States with the 84th Infantry, he 
departed September 20, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and a half. He participated in the 
campaigns of Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe, spending five 
months with the Army of Occupation, and was awarded Victory Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, two overseas bars, and Distinguished Unit 
Badge. After being honorably discharged March 9, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in Lonsdale, Arkansas. 





BILLY A. FORD 


T/Sgt. Ralph D. Behrens is the son of John T. and Antonia Gibbs Behrens 
of Malvern, Arkansas, where he was born on October 10, 1916. He attended 
Malvern High School and received his B. 8. E. Degree at Arkansas State 
Teachers’ College at Conway, Arkansas. He completed his education at 
the University of Colorado and was principal of Eudora High School at 
Eudora, Arkansas. He was an instructor at North Little Rock High School 
until entering the Air Corps on December 1, 1942. Sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, for his basic training, he later attended the Radio School at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, and the Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada. In 
May, 1944, he was sent to Foggia, Italy, as a gunner with the 301st 
Bomb Group. He saw action in the air offensive against Europe and the 
Balkans, Rome-Arno and Normandy campaigns. Sergeant Behrens was 
captured by the Germans in July, 1944, when his plane was shot down 
over Austria. He remained a prisoner for ten months and served a total 
of thirteen months overseas. Holder of the Air Medal, he was honorably 
discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, on October 28, 1945. 





RALPH D. BEHRENS 


AvMM 1/c Calvin Coughlin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Coughlin, 
Sr., was born February 1, 1921, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended 
Monticello Grammar School and High School, afterwards being engaged 
in textile work. Entering the Navy June 10, 1938, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Submarine School and Aviation 
Machinist’s Mate School, qualifying as Aviation and Aerial Gunner. Mate 
Coughlin departed in December, 1941, for the Pacific Theater of Operations 
and later was sent to Europe, participating in the battle of Midway, two 
campaigns in Europe, and campaigns in the American area. His squadron 
sent down five enemy submarines on one trip to Casablanca. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon with one 
star, Victory Medal and Presidential Unit Citation with one star. Mate 
Coughlin is still in the service and plans to remain until retirement. His 
wife, Mary Kathrine, and their child live in Morrilton, Arkansas. 





CALVIN COUGHLIN, JR. 
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_ ations, Pe epee in the Normandy, Northern 
Peace ra Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe 
TeuP aigns, winning the American Defense Ribbon, 
Gi Conduct Medal, ETO and EAME Ribbons with 
one Silver and one Bronze Service Star. He was 
discharged from the service at Camp Chaffee, Ar- 
kangas, on July 8, 1945. He lives in Hot Springs 
with his wife, Mildred, and their son. 





2.—T/5 Jerry Breaux, son of Mrs. Josie Verdia 
Hardy, was born January 5, 1917, at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. He attended Ramble and Oaklawn Grade 
Schools and Hot Springs Junior High School, after 
which he was employed as manager of a catering 
service. Entering the Infantry December 29, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, 
and later attended Military Police Service School. 
After five months’ infantry training he departed 
July 2, 1944, for England and served in the Nor- 
mandy and Northern France campaigns, during 
which he was wounded in action. He qualified for 
Sharpshooter and was awarded the Purple Heart 
and Good Conduct Medals. He was honorably dis- 
charged February 6, 1946, at Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana, returning to Hot Springs, where he lives 
with his wife, Hazel Ann. 


3.—Gunner’s Mate William Roy Hampton, son of 
Mrs. Ed Staggs of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born 
December 28, 1924. He attended Hot Springs Pub- 
lic Schools. Gunner’s Mate Hampton entered the 
United States Navy September 3, 1942, and was 
sent to San Diego, California, where he received 
his boot training. No further details regarding the 
service record of G. M. Hampton were furnished. 


4—Fireman 1/c James Vernon Baker, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ethel Nelson Baker, was born March 17, 
1921, in Shawnee, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas 
July 1, 1939. He attended Woodrow Wilson Grade 
School and Shawnee Junior and Senior High School. 
Entering the U. S. Coast Guard October 6, 1942, 
he received basic training at Alameda, California, 
specializing in mechanics and shore patrol. After 
serving for two and a half years in the United 
States, he departed March 28, 1945, on the Coast 
Guard Cutter Onondaga for the Aleutian Islands 
and remained in that theater of operations for nine 
months. He was honorably discharged January 4, 
1946, at St. Louis, Missouri, and returned to Hot 
Springs, where he lives with his wife, Willie Etta, 
and their child. 


5.—Signalman 3/c James H. Fendley, son of Mrs. 
H. H. Fendley, was born on May 8, 1925, at Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs High 
School and entered the Navy on May 6, 1943, re- 
ceiving boot training at San Diego, California. He 
was assigned to the destroyer “Macdonough,” which 
participated in the bombardment of Makin Island; 
occupation of Kwajalein and Majuro Atolls; occupa- 
tion of Eniwetok Atoll; bombardment of Mille Atoll; 
Pelau raid; capture and defense of Hollandia, New 
Guinea; sinking of enemy submarine off Truk; 
bombardment, capture and defense of Saipan; battle 
of Northeast Philippines; bombardment, capture 
and defense of Guam; battle of Surigao Straits and 
China Sea operations during the occupation of Luzon. 
For his part in these operations, he was honored 
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merican Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic- 
ter Ribbon with seven battle stars, 


Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two battle stars 
e Victory Ribbon with one star, He was 
honorably discharged at Great Lakes, Illinois, No- | 
vember 24, 1945. He and his wife, Lorraine, have a 
daughter. 


6.—Seaman 1/c Edward Cleveland Bishop, son of 
Mrs. Bertha Bishop, was born February 14, 1925, 
at Hot Springs. He received his education by at- 
tending Saint Johns’ School, after which he was 
employed as truckdriver. Entering the Navy on 
June 16, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. After serving in the United 
States two months and a half, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he served twenty- 
eight months, participating in campaigns of Empress 
Augusta Bay, Philippine Islands, Mariannas Islands, 
Borneo, Lingayan Gulf, Green Island and Amurpoo 
Island, and also served in the liberation of Ameri- 
can prisoners of war at Honshu, Japan. He spent 
two months with the Army of Occupation at Waka- 
yama, Japan, and received Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, with one Star, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven Stars, 
and Victory Medal. Seaman Bishop was honorably 
discharged at Nashville, Tennessee, December 23, 
1945, returning to Hot Springs where he lives with 
his wife, Ozelle. 








7._Pfe. Jesse Baker, son of Pearl M. and James 
T. Baker, was born January 11, 1923, in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood School. 
Entering the Engineers February 26, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp White, Oregon, 
qualifying as Truck Driver and in the use of the 
M-1 rifle. Attached to the 300th and 327th En- 
gineers, Pfc. Baker served for ten months in the 
United States before departing December 3, 1943, 
for England. Overseas for a year and_ seven 
months, he participated in the campaigns of Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe and was awarded American Service Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Service Medal, 
and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably 
discharged October 26, 1945, at Camp San Luis 
Obispo, California, he returned to his home in Hot 
Springs. 


8.—T/4 Egbert Murtain Houpt, son of James 
Egbert and Minnie Beatrice Houpt of Hot Springs, 
was born on April 4, 1915, at Lonsdale, Arkansas. 
He graduated from Rural Dale (Arkansas) High 
School and in 1936 obtained a position as chauffeur- 
clerk for the American Railway Express Company, 
continuing in this capacity until the date of his 
entrance into military service, November 17, 1942. 
Previously qualified by nine years’ service in the 
Arkansas National Guard, he received his basic 
training at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, and 
later was assigned as a motor sergeant, Quarter- 
master Corps, to Hammond General Hospital, Mo- 
desto, California. During his two and a half years 
of Army service he earned the Rifle Marksmanship 
medal, the Expert Rifleman’s medal, the Good 
Conduct medal and the American Defense ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Hammond General 
Hospital on April 18, 1945. He and his wife, Ruth 
Lorene, are the parents of one child. 


9.—T/Sgt. Earl N. Stitt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
S. Stitt, of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born Oc- 
tober 7, 1908, at Pawnee City, Nebraska, moving to 
Arkansas in March, 1921. He attended the Hot 
Springs public schools, after which he was em- 
ployed as an insurance salesman by the National 
Life and Accident Insurance Company prior to 
entering the United States Army Air Force on 
March 12, 1942. Following basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, he later attended Midland Radio 
School, Kansas City, qualifying as a radio operator 
and mess sergeant. He was assigned to the Signal 
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battle star and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three bronze battle stars. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 26, 
1945. : 
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10.—T/5 Edward Rooks Gloyne, son of Burley and 
Rosie Gloyne, was born at Jesseville, Arkansas, 
April 2, 1922. He received his education at Red 
Oak and Oaklawn Public Schools, after which he 
was employed by the Hammonds Lumber Company 
and Consolidated Steel Corporation at Wilmington, 
California. He entered the Army February 4, 1943, 
and received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood. 
Missouri. After four months’ training in the United 
States, he was sent to North Africa June 6, 1943, 
serving two years and six months overseas and par- 
ticipating in European - African - Middle Eastern, 
Naples, Foggia, Rome, Anzio, and North Apennines 
campaigns. He was wounded in action at Cassino 
January 17, 1944. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct, and Victory Medals and was 
honorably discharged December 9, 1945, at Fort 
McArthur, California. 


11.—Pfe. Roy E. Flowers, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Flowers, was born July 11, 1910, in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. He attended Glenwood, Arkansas, and 
Pike County Public Schools, afterwards being en- 
gaged as a lumber grader. Entering the Infantry 
December 10, 1948, he received basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas (A. A. A.) and Camp Howze, Texas 
(I. R. T. C., 45th Div.), qualifying as Expert Marks- 
man with the rifle. Departing January 9, 1945, for 
Ireland, Pfc. Flowers served overseas for a year, 
participating in the battle of the Rhineland and 
European campaigns and being wounded in action. 
He was awarded one Bronze Star, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, two overseas bars, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Purple Heart. 
After being honorably discharged January 29, 1946, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to 
Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Annie 
Virginia, and their children. 


12.—T/4 Farrel Ogburn, son of Robert Martin and 
Mary Lou Ogburn, was born at Bloomberg, Texas, 
on September 25, 1917, moving with his parents to 
Arkansas when a small child. He attended school 
at Bright Star, Arkansas, and entered military 
service on September 20, 1940. After basic training 
at Hot Springs, he was assigned to the Medical 
Corps as a technician and served with the Medical 
Detachment, Army and Navy General Hospital, 
Hot Springs, and later at Station Hospital, West 
Point, New York, before being sent in May, 1948, 
to England, where he remained about two years 
and a half. Sgt. Ogburn was awarded the American 
Defense Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged on October 3, 1945, at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 


13.—Pvt. Lindrel Martin Holden, son of William 
Simon and Myrtle Lena Holden, was born on No- 
vember 30, 1919, at Hot Springs, Arkansas, attended 
the Lakeside schoo! and was engaged in truck 
driving prior to entering the United States Army 
on January 4, 1943. Private Holden received basic 
training at Fort Riley, Kansas, and sustained a 
shoulder injury during the course of training. He 
was stationed at Detachment Corps of Military 
Police Headquarters, and after being discharged 
from White Side Hospital was physically disqualified 
for overseas duty and accordingly was honorably 
discharged at Fort Riley on August 25, 1943. 


14.—PhM 3/c Norval W. Sanders, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elbert J. Sanders, was born in Hot Springs on 
November 7, 1915. Upon the completion of his 


s. “— 
Philippine Liberation ribbon with one bronze __ 


[ 152 } 








Sch fte 
in the United § , he : 
for Okinawa and served f 


that area as a Pharmacist’s I 
tion in the Okinawa campaign. Am 
for meritorious service were the A 
Theater Ribbon with one battle star and a ] 
Unit citation. Mate Sanders was honorably 
charged from the service on December 16, 1945, — 
at Memphis. He and his wife, Mrs. Mary Frank — 
Sanders, are the parents of one child. 


15.—Sgt. Herman Fred Sanders, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elbert J. Sanders, was born at Cleveland, 
Oklahoma, on August 9, 1918, the family moving 
to Arkansas two years later. After completing his 
education in the Cutter-Morning Star Schools, he 
was employed by Safeway Stores as a food clerk 
prior to his entrance into military service on 
February 5, 1942. He was sent to Camp Robinson 
for basic training, upon the completion of which 
he was assigned to the Medical Department, in 
the Orthopedic branch of the Army and Navy Hos- 
pital at Hot Springs, Arkansas, for almost four 
years. Sergeant Sanders was honorably discharged 
from the service at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, 
on October 30, 1945. He and his wife, Mrs. Ruth 
Sanders, are the parents of two children. 


16.—S/Sgt. Oris Calvin Powell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Houston T. Powell of Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
was born at Mammoth Spring, Arkansas, on March 
1, 1921. After attending high school at Leach- 
ville and Oak Grove (Arkansas) he worked as a 
meat cutter, welder and farmer prior to his in- 
duction into the United States Army on January 
6, 1941. Previously a member of the National Guard, 
he was trained at Fort Bliss, Texas, and Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. In February, 1942, Sergeant 
Powell left the United States for the Aleutian 
Islands, remaining there two years before being 
transferred to the European Theater, where he saw 
action in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. 
Among his honors he has the Rifle Sharpshooter’s 
medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the American 
Defense Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with one Oak Leaf Cluster. He was 
honorably discharged on July 6, 1945, at Jefferson 
ee Missouri. His wife is Mary Catherine 
owell. 


17.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Howard V. Elarton, son of Wes- 
ley E. and Phebe Jane Elarton, was born at Argonia, 
Kansas, August 16, 1903, moving to Arkansas on 
September 13, 1935. He received his education by 
completing grade and high school and entered the 
U. S. Navy on October 31, 1942, receiving boot 
training at Great Lakes, Chicago, Illinois. He served 
in the Navy for over two years in the South Pacific 
theater and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on December 18, 1945, returning to Hot 
Springs where he lives with his wife, Hazel Marie. 


18.—T/Sgt. Herman Eastlack, Jr., son of Herman and 
Etta Eastlack, was born on April 15, 1922, at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, and attended high school in 
that city. He entered the United States Army on 
June 17, 1940, and after basic training at Fort Ord, 
California, he attended special service schools at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, and Gower Field, Idaho. 
Assigned to the: Air Force as wire chief and com- 
munication chief, he was stationed in the United 
States for three years before being sent to the 
European theater in July, 1943. During the 26 
months he served in this area he took part in the 
general air offensive over Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Central Europe and the Rhine- 
land, winning for his meritorious service the Ameri- 
















it Camp Barkeley 
aS truck driver and physical instructor. 
Ta d to the Medical Detachment, 358th 
y as a platoon sergeant and sent with his unit 
hee European Theater early in 1944, where he 
engaged in the Normandy, Northern France, Ar- 
dennes, Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns, 
for which he was awarded the Presidential citation, 
Bronze Arrowhead, Good Conduct Medal, European 
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—Ship’s Cook 3/c James L. Pickett, son of Mrs. 
Harris Echols of Mt. Pine, Arkansas was born at 
Ashdown, Arkansas, on November 14, 1921. He 
attended the Cherry Hill, Mena, and Ashdown 
schools and was engaged in the grocery business for 
three years prior to entering the Navy on June ig), 
1944. He served his basic training at San Diego, 
California, and then attended the Cook’s and Baker’s 
School and the Submarine School. In April, 1945, 
he was sent to Pearl Harbor and remained overseas 
seven months. He served with the submarine forces 
at Pearl Harbor and Guam and was awarded the 
Submarine Combat Pin, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with star and the Victory Ribbon. He 
is being retained in the Navy because of the Navy 
shortage of cooks. He and his wife, Pauline, have 
one child. 


2.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Reuben Embry Pickett, son 
of Mrs. Anne Embry Echols of Mountain Pine, Ar- 
ansas, was born at Ashdown, Arkansas, on March 
16, 1925. He attended the Ashdown, Cherry Hill, 
Mena, Ouachita, and Mountain Pine schools and 
entered the U. S. Navy on June 22, 1943. He com- 
pleted his basic training at San Diego, California, 
and then was sent to the Submarine School. He 
became a member of submarine crews and was 
< sent to Midway Island in the Pacific Theater in 
September, 1943. He saw action in the first attack 
on the Japanese fortress at Truk and later on Mid- 
way and the Marshall Islands. Mate Pickett was 


the holder of the Submarine Combat Pin, Asiatic-- 


Pacific Theater Ribbon with one gold and one 
bronze star and the American Theater Ribbon. 
This gallant sailor died a tragic death on January 
10, 1945, when he was killed in a plane crash near 
Burbank, California, while returning to his ship, 
the U. S. S. Snapper, at Mare Island Navy base. 


3.—Cpl. Harry V. Holland, son of Jim Holland and 
Mrs. H. M. Bigley, Hot Springs, was born in that city 
on February 3, 1913. He attended the Hot Springs 
schools and the Coyne Electrical School at Chicago, 
Illinois. Entering military service on April 25, 
1944, he was assigned to the Engineers and re- 
ceived his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkan- 
sas. Corporal Holland then attended the heavy 
equipment school at Fort Leonard Wood. In Feb- 
ruary, 1945, he was sent with his unit, the 1010th 
Engineer Treadway Bridge Company to Scotland. 
Overseas 13 months, he saw action in the Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with two battle stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. 
After nine months with the Army of Occupation in 
Germany, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on March 14, 1946. He and 
his wife, Vestel, have one son, Harry Martin. 
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’. L. Sutton is the son of Henry I. and Eva 
‘Pearcy, Arkansas, where he was born on 
1924. He attended the Pearcy schools 
gaged in farming until entering the Army 
on November 3, 1943. Private Sutton completed 
his basic training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and be-— 
came a member of the 339th Field Artillery of the 
88th Infantry Division. In May, 1944, he was sent 
with his unit to North Africa and later to Italy, 
where he saw action in the Arno River crossing, 
breaking of the Gothic Line and the Po Valley 
campaign. Overseas almost 22 months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon. After 
serving eight months with the Army of Occupation 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, on February 13, 1946. 
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4.—S/Set. Jessie Franklin Farr, son of Mrs. Mollie 
E. Ware, of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Hot 
Springs on February 13, 1910. He attended the Hot 
Springs public schools and was employed by the 
People’s Laundry of Hot Springs, as a routeman 
prior to entering the United States Army on Febru- 
ary 5, 1942. Following basic training at Camp 
Robinson, he was assigned to Co. A, 103rd Infantry, 
43rd Division and departed from the United States 
on October 1, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, 
where during his 34 months of foreign service as a 
combat infantryman and squad leader he participated 
in the campaigns of Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons, 
New Guinea, Luzon and Southern Philippines. He 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one battle star, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one silver star and 
the Distinguished Service Cross. He returned to 
the United States after the close of the war and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on October 26, 1945. 


5.—Cpl. William A. Niven, son of Mr. and Mrs. CaEE 
Niven of Salem, Arkansas, was born July 25, 1919. 
He attended Salem schools and is a graduate of 
Salem High School. He also had four years’ train- 
ing in University of Arkansas and taught vocational 
agricultural course at a Hot Springs school. He was 
later employed by Farm Security Administration 
for two years. Corporal Niven entered the Army 
Air Corps January 5, 1943. He completed radio 
school at Chicago, Illinois. His wife and daughter 
live in Salem, Arkansas. No further details were 
se regarding the service record of Corporal 
iven. 


6.—S/Sgt. Harry Wood Angell, son of Mr and Mrs. 
James N. Angell, was born at Luxora, Arkansas, 
October 1, 1918. He received his education by at- 
tending Ramble and Cutter Morning Star public 
schools, after which he was employed as general 
carpenter. Entering the Infantry May 16, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, 
qualifying as administrative NCO. He was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater January 21, 1945, at- 
tached to the 41st Division, and saw action in three 
Southern Philippine Island campaigns. Qualifying 
as Combat Infantryman, he was awarded World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, one Bronze Service Star, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star. After serving one year overseas, he returned 
to the United States and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, January 23, 1946. He and his 
wife, Irma, live in Hot Springs with their two 
children. 
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r serving overseas for almost one and a_half 
iad ne received a honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, July 30, 1945. He returned to 
Parks, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Avis, 








and their child. 


8.—AvMM 3/c Roy Woodrow Murphrey, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James A. Murphrey, was born at Walsen- 
burg, Colorado, January 1, 1919, moving to Arkansas 
January 1, 1937 
tending Huerfano County Grade and High Schools, 
Colorado; Hot Springs High School, and Curtis 
Wright Tech., at Glendale, California. Entering the 
Navy May 29, 1944, he received boot training at 
Camp Wallace, Texas, qualifying as aircraft me- 
chanic. After serving three months in the United 
States, he was sent to the South Pacific Theater, 
where he participated in the second battle of the 
Philippine Sea and Leyte Gulf, Lingayen Gulf, Min- 
doro Island, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and Tokyo Bay 
campaigns. His unit also covered initial landings 
on the Japanese home islands for three weeks. Mate 
Murphrey received an honorable discharge at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, January 6, 1946. He and his wife, 
Sestos, live in Hot Springs with their child. 


9.—S/Sgt. Samuel Byron Warren, son of Mrs. Lela O. 
Warren, was born at Hot Springs, August 11, 1923. 
After graduating from Lakeside High School, Hot 
Springs, he was employed as clerk by the Malvern 
Gravel Company. He entered the Army Air Corps 
at Camp Robinson January. 21, 1943, and received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, where he 
qualified for administrative specialist. He was 
awarded the Markmanship Medal. After serving 
in the United States, he was sent to Honolulu June 
7, 1948, remaining there two years and a half. 
Sergeant Warren received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, December 11, 1945. 


10.—BM 2/c Earl Norton Patton, son of Mrs. Iva 
Page, was born April 8, 1926, in Hot Springs, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Hot Springs High School. Entering 
the Navy June 7, 1944, he received boot training at 
Camp Wallace, Texas. He departed September 25, 
1944, for a year and a half of overseas duty on the 
U. S. Transport Neville and was awarded European 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Victory Medal, and American Theater Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged June 6, 1946, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Hot 
Springs. 


11.—Pfc. Clarence Vernon Riley, son of Mrs. John C. 
Radford of 517 Pullman Street, Hot Springs, Ar- 
kansas, was born at Bluffton, Arkansas, on May 
23, 1925, attended Gardner and Lakeside public 
schools, after which he was employed as grocery 
clerk and sign painter prior to entering the United 
States Army on July 12, 1943. Private Riley re- 
ceived his basic training at Camp Van Dorn, Mis- 
sissippi, and later was attached to the 358th Inf., 
90th Division, and sent to the European Theater 
early in 1944. He participated in the Normandy, 
Northern France and Rhineland campaigns and 
was twice wounded. He is the holder of the Expert 
Combat Infantry Badge, European Theater Ribbon 
with bronze battle stars denoting engagements, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Order of the Purple 
Heart, with cluster. He was honorably discharged 
from the service at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 
November 13, 1945. 


He received his education by at- . 
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|. Entering the Navy August 12, 
received boot ponte at San Diego 
California, and attended Machinist’s Mate Schoo 
in Serre) Illinois, eens in aviation. After 
serving for a year in the United States with Fleet 
Air Wings, he departed August 29, 1942, for the 
Aleutian Islands and remained overseas more than 
two years, participating in the battles of Kiska and 
Attu. He was awarded American Defense Ribbon 
with one star, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-~ 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, and 
Combat Air Crew insignia. He is still in service. 
His wife, Shirley Ann, and their child live in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 





13.—T/5 Edward M. Kemp, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. 
Kemp, of Hot Springs, was born on August 31, 1921, 
at Hot Springs, Arkansas, and attended public 
schools at Hot Springs. As a member of the Ar- 
kansas National Guard, he was inducted into service 
on February 6, 1941, and received his basic training 
at Fort Bliss, Texas; following this he attended 
Motor Service School, specializing as a truck driver 
and power plant operator. He sailed with his unit 
for the Aleutian Islands on August 29, 1941, and 
later he was sent to the European Theater and saw 
extensive service through Scotland, England, France, 
Holland, Bulgaria, Luxembourg, Germany and Aus- 
tria. He wears the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two 
battle stars, the Good Conduct Medal and three 
sharpshooter’s medals. He was honorably discharged 
eae aie Barracks, Missouri, on September 25, 


14.—Seaman 1/c Floyd Jefferson Hays, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Lee Hays, was born April 11, 1914, at 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Hot Springs High School and Arkansas 
A. & M. College at Magnolia, after which he was 
employed as salesman. Entering the Navy April 
7, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, later attending Naval Training School 
at Los Angeles, where he specialized in dry dock 
painting. After serving six months in the United 
States, he was sent to Manos Harbor, Admiralty 
Islands, serving in that theater for over 13 months. 
Seaman Hays received an honorable discharge at 
Memphis, November 8, 1945. He lives in Hot 
Springs with his wife, Louise, and their three chil- 
dren. 


15.—Set. Merritt Walton Hays, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lester Lee Hays, was born at Hot Springs, April 
13, 1911. He received his education by attending 
the Hot Springs High School, afterwards entering 
the Army Air Corps, 8rd Air Force, on January 
4, 1948. He received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and later attended Armament, Lowry 
Field, Denver, Flexible Gunnery, Kingman, Arizona, 
and Central Instructors’ School at Ft. Myers, Flor- 
ida, qualifying for gunnery instructor, B-17 Flying 
Fortress. He received AAF Air Crew Member 
Wings and after over three years’ service with the 
3rd Air Force was honorably discharged at Max- 
well Field, Montgomery, Alabama, January 31, 1946. 
He lives in Hot Springs with his wife, Addie Belle, 
and their son. 


16.—WO (j. g.) James H. Burrough, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edgar H. Burrecugh, was born July 16, 1918, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
public schools, afterwards being employed in a 
service station. Entering the Army Engineers in 
May, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. He served for two years in the United 
States and for three years overseas, departing in 
1942 for Canada and Germany. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 3, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, he returned to Hot Springs, where he lives 
with his wife. 
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in Hot gs, Arkansas. 
public pchosle: afterwards be 
salesman. Entering the Navy in Feb 
received boot training at Farragut, Idaho 
as soundman. 
States and departed in 1945 for the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations. After being honorably dis- 
charged May 15, 1946, at Shoemaker, California, 
he returned to his home in Hot Springs. , 


18.—Seaman 1/c Joe Norton Dwiggins, son of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Dwiggins, was born August 30, 1926, in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1929. 
He graduated from Hot Springs public schools, 
afterwards being employed at Dino’s Store for Men. 
Entering the Navy V-5 Unit July 1, 1944, he re- 


ceived boot training at Arkansas A. & M. College, - 


Monticello, Arkansas, and attended Aviation Radio 
School and Aviation Radar Operator School at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Aerial Free Gunnery 
School at Jacksonville, Florida, qualifying as avia- 
tion radioman and gunner. Seaman Dwiggins 
served in the United States for a year and nine 
months. After being honorably discharged March 
4, 1946, he returned to his home in, Hot Springs. 


19.—Signalman 1/c Vernon Ray Vawter, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy A. Vawter, was born October 20, 1923, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Pleasant 


Hill and Hot Springs High Schools. Entering the 


He served for 18 months in fier Uni 


he returned to Hot h 
_wife, Mildred, and their daug 
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1—Pfc. James L. LupPlace, son of James W. Lup- 
Place of Hot Springs, was born at Rosboro, Arkansas, 
March 19, 1918. After completing his education he 
entered the military service on May 22, 1942, and 
completed his basic training at Camp Shelby, Mis- 
sissippi. He served with the 403rd Field Artillery 
Battalion of the 85th Division and then with the 
military police. Private LupPlace was then trans- 
ferred to the B Battery of the 307th Field Artillery 
of the 78th Division and arrived with this unit in 
the European Theater in October, 1944. Overseas 
16 months, he saw action in the Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaign. He spent two 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, on January 19, 1946. 


2.—Shipfitter 3/c Myles W. LupPlace, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James W. LupPlace of Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
was born March 2, 1922, at Rosboro, Arkansas. He 
joined the United States Navy Seabees on Novem- 
ber 27, 1942, receiving basic training at Camp Brad- 
ford, Virginia, following which he was assigned 
to Asiatic-Pacific service and participated in the 
recapture and occupation of Guam. He returned to 
the United States after almost three years’ service 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, October 6, 1945. 


3.—Cpl. Doyle C. LupPlace, son of J. W. LupPlace of 
Hot Springs, was born at Rosboro, Arkansas, on 
November 17, 1920. After receiving his education 
at Rosboro High School, he entered the military 
service on October 13, 1942, and was sent to Camp 
Adair, Oregon, for his basic training and served 
on that post with Co. C, 321st Engineer Battalion 
of the 96th Infantry Division. After 22 months 
with his unit in this country he was sent to the 
China-Burma-India Theater and served there for 
16 months with the 1380th Engineer Petroleum 
Distribution Company. He participated in the cam- 
paigns in China and Burma and was returned to 
this country. Corporal LupPlace was_ honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 
3, 1946. 


4.—Yeoman 3/c Dean Farwell Thornton, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. D. Percy Thornton, was born April 2, 1926, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Jones 
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20.—Shipfitter 1/e Elton Lee Vawter, son of 
Mrs. Roy A. Vawter, was born July 4, 1925 

Springs, Arkansas. _He attended Pleasant Hi 
School and Hot Springs High School, afterwards 
being SHEP Ee as welder and mail carrier. Entering 
the Navy September, 1943, he attended Shipfitters’ 
School and Underwater Demolition School. Depart- 
ing in January, 1944, for a year and a half of 
overseas duty, he served in Africa, Italy, and Nor- 
mandy, and was sent to the Pacific Theater in 
November, 1944, serving in the invasions of Okinawa 


Islands, Ie Shima, Kume Shima, Eniwetok, Maui, 
Futtsu Saki, Tokyo Bay, and Japan. He spent one 
month with the occupation forces and was awarded 
one Silver Star, four Bronze Stars, and Presidential 
Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged, 
he reenlisted in October, 1945. His home is in Hot 
Springs. 


6 


Grade School and Hot Springs Junior and Senior 
High Schools. Entering the Navy June 5, 1944, 
he received boot training at Camp Wallace, Texas, 
and Ft. Emory, California. He departed November, 
1944, for the South Pacific and Japan, making 
numerous trips to and from Japan on the U. S. S. 
Grimes and participating in the campaigns of Iwo 
Jima and Okinawa and the occupation of Japan. 
He is still in service overseas. His home is in Hot 
Springs. 


5.—2nd Lt. Duval Coates Thornton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Percy Thornton, was born November 18, 1924, 
in Oakland, California, moving to Arkansas in 1925. 
He attended Jones Grade School, Hot Springs Junior 
High School, and Hot Springs Senior High School. 
Entering the Air Corps July 28, 1943, he received 
basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended 
primary, basic, and advanced flying schools, quali- 
fying as pilot February 1, 1945. Lieutenant Thorn- 
ton served for more than two years in the United 
States with the Air Corps and was honorably dis- 
charged November 1, 1945, at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana. He lives in Hot Springs. 


6.—Cpl. Claud Threadgill, son of Mrs. Cora Thread- 
gill, was born at Mena, Arkansas, December 28, 1913. 
He received his education by attending Mena pub- 
lic schools, after which he was employed by the 
Hot Springs City Street Department. Entering the 
Armed Forces September 21, 1942, he received basic 
training at Ft. Francis E. Warren, Wyoming, quali- 
fying for motor vehicle operator. After training 
in the United States four months, Corporal Thread- 
gill departed for Ledo, India, Assam Province, at- 
tached to 88th Quartermaster Battalion, on January 
20, 1943, and served in the China-Burma-India 
Theater for two and a half years. He received 
Rifle Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and the Purple Heart for an injury sustained 
December* 10, 1943, while in service with Air Supply 
Unit. Returning to the United States June 30, 
1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Clai- 
borne, Louisiana, September 22, 1945. He lives in 
Hot Springs with his wife, Vera. 


7—T/5 James Eric Holt, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Eric Holt, was born March 15, 1907, in Little Rock, 


Arkansas. 
High School in Little Rock, afterwards being en- 
gaged as refrigeration mechanic and stationary 
operator engineer at the Army and Navy Hospital 
in Hot Springs. Entering the Army April 25, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkley, Texas, 
qualifying as refrigeration mechanic. He served for 
five months with the Medical Department before 
departing September 21, 1944, for New Guinea and 
Leyte in the Philippine Islands. Overseas more 
than a year, he participated in New Guinea and 
Leyte campaigns and was awarded Unit Citation, 
Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, and Asiatic-Pacific Service 
Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars. After being 
honorably discharged October 25, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Hot Springs, where he lives 
with his wife, Louella, and their children. 


8.—Chief Storekeeper John Wells Bridges, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur E. Lorraine of Hot Springs, was 
born at Ruleville, Mississippi, on December 16, 1900, 
and moved to Arkansas in 1927. He was educated 
at Yazoo City High School and the Memphis Voca- 
tional School before enlisting in the Regular Navy 
on March 26, 1921. Chief Bridges served his basic 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and became a dis- 
bursing specialist. A veteran of more than 25 years 
of continuous years, he has seen more than seven 
years of foreign duty and has traveled over almost 
every country in the world. During this war, he 
served with the Allied Control Force and won the 
Good Conduct Medal, the American Theater Ribbon, 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon. He is now stationed at San Diego, Califor- 
nia. His wife is La Vesta M. Bridges. 


9.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c James Boaz Parker, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. John A. Parker, was born May 27, 
1926, in Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Jones 
Grammar School and Hot Springs Junior and Senior 
High Schools. Entering the Navy September 23, 
1944, he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, 
and attended Naval Electrical Training School at 
St. Louis, Missouri. He departed June 23, 1945, 
for New Caledonia, remaining overseas for more 
than a year. Mate Parker was awarded campaign 
ribbons, Victory Ribbon, Asiatice-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. He is still 
in the service and expects to be discharged in Au- 
gust, 1946. His home is in Hot Springs. 


10.—S/Sgt. Dale Burchfield, son of Mrs. Nancy Orah 
Burchfield, was born April 10, 1924, in Amity, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Hot Springs grade and high school, 
afterwards being engaged as a printer apprentice. 
Entering the Infantry March 15, 1943, he received 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, quali- 
fying as squad _ leader, noncommissioned officer, 
message center clerk, rifle marksman and Thompson 
submachine gun expert. Attached to Co. B, 5th 
Ranger Battalion, he departed January 7, 1944, for 
England and served overseas for more than two 
years. Sergeant Burchfield was awarded Victory 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged March 13, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in Hot 
Springs. 


11.—Motor Machinist 1/c G. B. Burchfield, son of 
Mrs. Orah Burchfield, was born at Amity, Arkansas, 
December 15, 1919. He received his education at Hot 
Springs High School and was afterwards employed 
as professional baseball player. He entered the 
Navy July 3, 1942, receiving his boot training at 
San Diego, California. Later he qualified for motor 
machinist by attending the Diesel Service Schools 
at Columbia, Missouri, and Cleveland, Ohio. He 
arrived in Oran, Africa, July 20, 1943, seeing action 
at Salerno and Anzio, Italy, and in Southern France, 
and was then sent to the South Pacific, participating 
in action at Okinawa. For meritorious service he 
was awarded American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon with three stars, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one star, and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He received his honorable discharge at 
Memphis, Tennessee, October 24, 1945, and returned 
to Hot Springs. 


He attended Pulaski Heights Junior 


12.—T/5 Thomas John Kimball, son of Mrs. Irma L. 
Kimball, was born at New Madrid, Missouri, May 7, 
1919, moving to Arkansas in 1923. He attended 
grammar, junior high, and senior high schools at 
Hot Springs and was then employed as printer. 
Entering the Army (Ordnance) May 6, 1942, he 
received his basic training at Camp Robinson. Later 


~he qualified as mechanic-driver by attending Mid- 
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west Automotive Institute, and for his proficiency 
in the use of the Thompson submachine gun was 
awarded Expert Medal. He landed in England 
January 31, 1948, with the 704th Ordnance Co., 4th 
Infantry Division, and served overseas one and a 
half years in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European cam- 
paigns. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Meritorious Unit Medal, and ETO and EAME Rib- 
bons with one Silver Battle Star. He received an 
honorable discharge at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, August 
30, 1945, and returned to Hot Springs where he 
lives with his wife, Ruth, and child. 


13.—PhM 1/c William Robert Kimball, son of Mrs. 
Irma Kimball, was born at New Madrid, Missouri, 
June 11, 1901, moving to Arkansas in 1921. He at- 
tended the New Madrid Grade and High Schools and 
Pharmacy College at Little Rock. He entered the 
Navy February 22, 1943, receiving basic training 
at Pensacola, Florida. By attending the Pharmacist’s 
Mates Service School, he was made pharmacist mate 
1/c. After serving in the Navy for two years, he 
received his honorable discharge at New Orleans, 
February 22, 1945, returning to Hot Springs where 
he lives with his wife, Flora, and their two children. 


14.—Pvt. Wheeler David Ruffin, son of David A. and 
Ida Mae Ruffin (deceased), was born at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, September 1, 1915. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Lakeside High School, Hender- 
son State Teachers’ College, and Russellville Tech., 
after which he was employed as mechanic, masseur, 
and painter. Entering the Infantry February 5, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, after- 
wards attending service school at Ft. Benning and 
qualifying for truck driver. After serving over 26 
months in the United States, Private Ruffin de- 
parted for Europe on April 7, 1944, and participated 
in Southern France, Rhineland, Central Europe, 
and Rome-Arno campaigns. He received Rifle 
Marksmanship and Carbine Sharpshooter’s Medals 
in 1942, Bayonet Medal, European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, and Good 
Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States 
January 15, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, January 25, 1946. 


15.—Gunner’s Mate 2/c Park J. Henderson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Henderson, was born March 12, 1912, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside 
High School, afterwards being engaged in farming 
and as foreman of a bottling plant. Entering the 
Navy January 12, 1943, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Gunnery 
School. He served for a year in the United States 
and for a year and a half overseas. After being 
honorably discharged June 11, 1945, at San Fran- 


cisco, California, he returned to his home, where 
he lives with his wife, Pearl Elizabeth, and their 
child. 


16.—Pfc. Thomas Monroe Ford, son of George M. 
and Pairlee Ford, was born at Hot Springs, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Hot 
Springs High School. Entering the Army Air 
Corps June 28, 1943, he received basie training at 
Amarillo, Texas, and attended College Training 
Detachment, Aviation Machinist’s Service School, 
qualifying for Aerial Engineer, Type B-24. Com- 
pleting his training in the United States, he was sent 
to the China-Burma-India Theater September 27, 
1944, and served in that theater for over 14 months. 
Pfc. Ford was awarded the Air Medal, Good Con- 
duct Medal, Victory Ribbon, American Theater Rib- 
bon, American Defense Ribbon, China Liberation 
Ribbon, and Unit Citation. Returning to the States 
February 2, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee February 10, 1946. 
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eae George William Ford, son of George M. 


and Pairlee Ford, was born at Paige, Oklahoma, 
‘ebruary 20, 1920, and moved to Arkansas _on 
March 13, 1920. He received his education at Hot 
Springs High School. He entered the National 
Guard October 12, 1939, and the Regular Army 


Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft and Air Corps, Janu- 


ary 6, 1941, receiving basic training at Fort Bliss, 


Texas. Later he qualified for radio operator me- 
chanic and teletype mechanic by attendance at 
Sioux Falls AAF Radio School. He arrived in the 
Aleutians September 4, 1941 with the 3507 Air Base 
Unit and, after serving in that theater for over two 
years, returned to the United States. Corporal Ford 
received his honorable discharge at Scott Field, 
whee es 25, 1945. His wife is Virginia 
ee Ford. 


18.—Set. James E. Ford, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Monroe Ford, was born February 5, 1922, at Bee 
Branch, Arkansas. He received his education at 
Hot Springs High School. First entering service 
with the National Guard October 5, 1939, he entered 
the regular Army Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft 
January 6, 1941, receiving basic training at Fort 
Bliss, Texas. Later attending Sioux Falls AAF 
Radio Operators and Mechanics School, he qualified 
at radio operator mechanic and gunner and was 
awarded Crew Members Badge March 22, 1945. He 
served in the United States for two years and was 
then sent to Alaska, where he served for two years. 
Returning to the United States, Sergeant Ford re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Lincoln Army Air 
Field, October 2, 1945. 


19.—S/Segt. Robert Junior Short, son of Addie George 
and Robert McCoy Short, was born at Dallas, Texas, 
October 1, 1918, moving to Arkansas in 1925. He at- 


tended Pleasant Hill School and Texarkana Junior . 


High School before entering the Army (Infantry) 
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1.—Pvt. Helene M. Kirkman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Dickson, was born at Hot Springs, January 
27, 1914. She received her education in grade school 
at Lindsay, Oklahoma, and high school at Hot 
Springs, and was later employed as clerk by Okla- 
homa Tire and Supply Co., and as PBX operator 
by the Majestic Hotel. She entered the Army Air 
Corps October 12, 1944, receiving basic training at 
Des Moines, Iowa, where she qualified as general 
clerk. Private Kirkman served one year with Sq. 
B. 233 AAF Bn., Tucson, Arizona, and Sq. B, 211th 
AAF, Sioux Falls, S. D. She was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. She was honorably discharged 


-at Fort Sam Howston, Texas, November 14, 1945, 


and resides with her husband, Orson, in Hot Springs. 


2.—Pfce. Cloyd A. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Murphy Johnson of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was 
born at Beaudry, Arkansas, on August 24, 1914. He 
attended the Marble and Hot Springs schools and 
was a printer and paperhanger until entering the 
military service July 21, 1942. Assigned to Ord- 
nance, he completed his basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and was sent to the 319th Ord- 
nance Maintenance Company. In August, 1943, he 
was sent to England and was transferred to the 
813th Ordnance Company. Overseas two years, he 
served with this unit throughout the fighting in 
Europe. Private Johnson was later sent to the 124th 
Infantry and saw service in Belgium, Sweden and 
Germany. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on November 24, 
1945. He and his wife, Mary Frances, have two 
children. 


3.—T/4 James W. Jackson, son of Frank and Vina 
Jackson, was born at Bonnerdale, Arkansas, March 
25, 1920. He received his education by attending Oma 
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July 2, 1937. Training in the regular Army, Com- 
pany B, 26th Infantry, 1st Division, he qualified 
in communications and received Expert Medals for 
proficiency in the use of the rifle, hand grenade, 
.45 caliber pistol and bayonet. Departing from the 
United States August 1, 1942, Sergeant Short par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of North Africa, Middle 
Eastern, Sicily, Normandy, Belgium, and Germany, 
receiving wounds in the latter campaign. For meri- 
torious service he was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Defense Ribbon, Distinguished 
Unit Badge, Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Purple Heart, and seven campaign stars on 
ETO Ribbon. After two and a half years’ service 
overseas, he received an honorable discharge at 
Brooke Convalescent Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, September 28, 1945, and returned to Hot 
Springs, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Eileen. 


20.—T/Sgt. Charles S. Abell III, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbert E. Hogaboom, was born at Baltimore, Md., 
January 1, 1926, moving to Arkansas in 1927. He 
graduated from Hot Springs High School and at- 
tended University of Arkansas for six months. 
Entering the Army Air Corps February 26, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas. 
Later he attended Remote Control Turret Gunnery, 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, and_ qualified for 
B-29 Central Fire Control Gunner. Sergeant Abell 
received Aerial Gunner’s Wings, August, 1944, and 
Markmanship Medal for proficiency in the use of 
carbine .30 caliber and .45 automatic. For meritori- 
ous service in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, he was 
awarded three Bronze Service Stars, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Air Medal with two Clusters, Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, and Good Conduct and 
Victory Medals. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, November 21, 1945, and now resides 
in Hot Springs. 


- 


employed by the Mtn. Valley Springs Company 
and Bonnerdale public schools, after which he was 
(beverages and bottling plant). Entering the Quar- 
termaster Corps on October 7, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, later at- 
tending Truckdriver and Chauffeur Service School, 
where he qualified for driver. After training in the 
United States, he was sent to Oahu, Hawaii, landing 
on April 16, 1942, and serving more than two years 
overseas. He was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and American De- 
fense Service Ribbon. Returning to the United 
States March 9, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, September 19, 1945. He lives 
in Hot Springs. 


4.—Cpl. James Lewis Dickson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Dickson, was born at Hot Springs, July 13, 
1909. He attended Lindsay, Oklahoma, Grade 
School, after which he was employed as painter 
and paperhanger. He entered the Engineering 
Corps, U. S. Army, November 10, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Camp Young, California, and 
qualified as carpenter-general. He received Mark- 
manship Medals for his proficiency in the use of 
the carbine and rifle. He landed in England during 
November, 1943, and served two years in the ETO. 
For meritorious service he was awarded five bronze 
stars. Corporal Dickson was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on November 10, 
1945, and returned to Hot Springs where he lives 
with his wife, Edna. 


5.—Cpl. James Lee Davis, Jr., son of Mrs. Rosia Leola 
Murphree, of Hot Springs, was born in that city 
on October 28, 1924. Educated in Hot Springs pub- 
lis schools, he enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps on March 5, 1942. Upon the ocmpletion of 
his basic. training at San Diego, California, he at- 
tended the 155 millimeter Seacoast Artillery School 
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and became a 
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7.—T/5 Ruie Marvin Howard, son of Cora Etta and 
Albert Lee Howard, was born in Saline County, 
February 6, 1921. He received his education at 
Ramble, Fort Lake, and Jessieville Schools. Enter- 
ing the Quartermaster Corps December 2, 1942, and 
received basic training at Ft. Custer, Michigan, and 
qualified for heavy truck driving. In addition to 
Driver’s Medal, he received: Marksmanship Medal 
for proficiency in the use of the .30 caliber carbine, 
Springfield .30 caliber and .30 caliber machine gun. 
After over 10 months’ service in the United States, 
he landed in Europe October 20, 1943, with Com- 
pany F, 467th QM Truck Company. For meritorious 
service in campaigns through Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe, 
he was awarded five Bronze Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. After more than two years’ service 
overseas, Corporal Howard received an honorable 
discharge at Jefferson Barracks, November 4, 1945, 
and now resides at Hot Springs with his wife, Kath- 
erine Evelyn, and child. 


8.—Segt. Orson E. Kirkman, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Orson E. Kirkman, Sr., was born at Lellis, Kansas, 
April 26, 1914, moving to Arkansas in April, 1941. 
He received high school education at Centralia, 
Kansas, and was employed as automobile serviceman 
until entering the Army Medical Corps March 15, 
1941. His basic training was received at Hot Springs 
after which he served as message center chief. 
Sergeant Kirkman saw almost three years’ service 
in the United States with the 251st Station Hospital 
and then was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
January 29, 1944. For meritorious service he was 
awarded the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Service Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, and American Defense Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Oc- 
tober 23, 1945, and returned to Hot Springs where 
he lives with his wife, Helene. 


9—James Hobson Lynchard, son of Martin Luther 
and Ella Lynchard, was born December 5, 19138, at 
Athens, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1921. He 
attended Garland School and Hot Springs Junior 
High School, after which he was employed as planer 
mill machinist. He entered the Infantry April 25, 
1944, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson 
and specializing as first aid man. After completing 
his training, he departed for the European theater, 
landing at Glasgow, Scotland, October 4, 1944. He 
participated in the campaigns of Argentan, Orleans, 
Montargis, Sens, Troyes, Chalons-Sur-Marne, Pont 
a Mousson, Metz, St. Avold, Luxembourg, and Bas- 
tonge, Germany. He received Marksmanship Medal 
for M-1 rifle and carbine and was awarded three 
Battle Stars, Bronze Star Medal, Medical Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory 
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BOTA be- 
klin Nooner, son of Mrs. 
pone: born November 19, 1925, in 

Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
he Schools, afterwards being employed 
otor Company in Detroit, Michigan. 
ring the Army April 25, 1945, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying - 
as clerk in Finance Department. Sergeant Nooner 
served with I.R.T.C., Rec. Station No. 21, 1825th 
S.C.U., Separation Center 45, Unit B, and 1319th 
A.S.U. Headquarters Detachment. He was still in 
the service at last report received and expected to 
be discharged October 28, 1946. 


11.—Pfe. Wesley Washington Nooner, Jr., son of 
Mrs. Pearl Mae Nooner, was born May 31, 1921, in 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
Grade and High Schools. Entering the Marine 
Corps April 25, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, qualifying as aircraft painter. 
Private Nooner departed November 9, 1944, for Guam 
and remained overseas for more than a year, ser- 
vicing planes for the battles of Iwo Jima and Oki- 
nawa. After being honorably discharged December 
12, 1945, at San Diego, California, he returned to 
Hot Springs, where he lives with his wife, Eunice, 
and their two children. 


12.—T/Set. Fred G. Akin, Jr., son of Carrie Louise 
and Fred G. Akin, Sr., was born at Hot Springs, Oc- 
tober 2, 1920. He received his education in the 
Hot Springs public schools; State Teachers Col- 
lege, Conway; Juillard School of Music, New York 
City, and University of Texas, Austin, Texas. He 
entered the Anti-aircraft Artillery branch of the 
Army on August 24, 1942, receiving basic training 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was made battery clerk, 
personnel section. Sergeant Akin, after serving in 
the United States one year and five months, landed 
in England February 7, 1944. He participated in 
campaigns on the continent and was killed in action, 
December 19, 1944. Decorations and citations 
awarded him include the Purple Heart and Good 
Conduct Medal. 


13.—1st Lt. John A. Akin, son of Carrie Louise and 
Fred G. Akin, was born at Hot Springs, July 21, 
1922. He received his education in the Hot Springs 
public schools and was then employed as a public 
utilities clerk. Entering the Army Air Corps Sep- 
tember 30, 1942, he received basic training at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, later attending Spartan School 
of Aeronautics at Tulsa, where he qualified for pilot- 
instructor and was awarded Expert Gunner’s Medal. 
Lieutenant Akin reenlisted after serving more than 
three years in the service and is now stationed at 
Ajo Army Air Field, Ajo, Arizona, where he lives 
with his wife, Mary Elizabeth, and two children. 


14.2nd Lt. Gilbert Johnson, son of Mrs. Hetty 
Johnson, was born April 22, 1925, at Hot Springs. 
He received his education in the Hot Springs pub- 
lie schools and entered the Army Air Forces Au- 
gust 13, 1943. Receiving his basic training at Miami 
Beach, Florida, he attended Pilot Training Schools 
and qualified for pilot February 1, 1945. After two 
years’ i 
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service in the Army Air Forces, he was 
honorably discharged November 23, 1945, at Lincoln 
Army Air Field, Nebraska, and now resides in Hot 
Springs. 


15.—2nd Lt. Frederick Drewell Johnson, son of Mrs. 
Hetty Johnson, was born at Tampa, Florida, on 
January 14, 1917, moving to Arkansas in 1922. He 
graduated from the Hot Springs High School in 
1935, attended Hendrix College 1935-1936, and Uni- 
versity of Arkansas 1937-1941 (LL.B.), afterwards 
practicing law at Hot Springs. Entering the Army 
Air Corps September 11, 1943, he received basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and by attending 
pilot training schools qualified for pilot November 
20, 1944. After more than two years’ service with 
the 2nd and 4th Air Forces, Lieutenant Johnson 
received an honorable discharge at March Field, 






17.—Pfe. Estel L. Goodman, son of Minnie M. and 
Henry L. Goldman, was born November 29, 1918, in 
Glenwood, Arkansas. He attended Hot Spring's 
public schools, afterwards being employed as cooper, 
carpenter, and cabinet maker at Gibbs Bros. Cooper- 
age Company and Kaiser Shipyard No. 1. Entering 
the First Cavalry Division, 12th Regiment, October 
20, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas, qualifying as first gunner on mortar troop, 
carpenter, and rifle sharpshooter. After serving 
for six months at Cavalry Replacement Center, 
Pfe. Goldman departed April 20, 1945, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and during 
his nine months overseas participated in Leyte, 
Northern Luzon, and South Philippines campaigns. 
He spent four months with the Army of Occupation 
and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Rib- 
bon, American Defense Ribbon, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged 
January 9, 1946, at Camp Beale, California, he 
returned to Hot Springs, where he lives with his 
wife, Jewel, and their children. 


18.—T/5 Grady J. Goodman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry L. Goodman, was born June 14, 1924, in 
Glenwood, Arkansas. He graduated from Hot 
Springs High School, afterwards being employed 


awarded the Cc 
and was honorably 

Camp Chaffee, returni 0 Hot 
lives with his wife, Lorena. 
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19.—Chief Carpenter’s Mate Denzel R. W 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Pifer Winstead, was 
at Hardy, Arkansas, March 10, 1910. He re 
his education at the Hardy public schools. En ‘ing 
the Navy (Seabees) 64th Bn., September 28, 1942 
his boot training was received 
folk, Virginia, and at Camp Bradford, Virginia. 
Later by attendance at Heavy Equipment School at 
Camp Endicott, R. I., he qualified for heavy con- 
struction builder and received Marksmanship and 
Sharpshooter Medals. After over 15 months’ er- 
vice in the United States he saw service in the 
Hawaiian, Marshall, Caroline, Palau, and Philippine 
Islands and for meritorious service won the awards 
of Good Conduct, American Defense, Asiatic-Pacific 
and Philippine Liberation and Victory Ribbons. He 
received an honorable discharge at Memphis, October 
31, 1945, and now resides at Hot Springs with his 
wife, Elizabeth, and their two children. ; 





20.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Malcolm G. Utley, son of 
Georgia Norman and Haywood Thompson Utley, was 
born at Uniontown, Kentucky, December 22, 1908, 
moving to Arkansas in 1909. He received his edu- 
cation in the Hardy, Arkansas, public schools, after 
which he was employed as a carpenter. Entering 
the Navy Seabees November 4, 1943, he received 
boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, where he 
qualified for carpenter’s mate 1/c, and was awarded 
the Sharpshooter’s Medal. After four months’ ser- 
vice in the United States, he was sent to the South 
Pacific where he saw almost two years’ service in. 
that theater. For meritorious service he was 
awarded, among other decorations, four Battle Stars 
and Letter of Commendation. He was honorably 
discharged at Millington, Tennessee, November 6, 
1945, returning to Hardy, Arkansas, where he now 
resides with his wife, Elzetta, and their two children. 


[ 162 J 













at Camp Allen, Nor. 

















fs 
a 


- 


ton, 
iod at San Diego, 
ded Shipfitter’s School at 
1944, he was sent to the 
1 the South Pacific theater 
on the Okinawa invasion. Shipfitter 
on the Silver Star Medal for bravery dur- 
orpedo attack on his ship, the U.S.S. Mara- 
thon. Overseas a total of 13 months, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on January 
9, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Lula 
Mae Childs. 


2.—Seaman 2/c Homer Glen Outler, son of Mrs. Carol 
Helen Outler, was born March 14, 1927, at Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Hot Springs High School, entering the 
U.S. Navy Reserve March 30, 1945. Seaman Outler 
received boot training at San Diego and qualified 
for 20 M.M. anti-aircraft gunner aboard the U.S.S. 
Marcus Island. After serving in the United States 
two and a half months, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater June 16, 1945, where he was in 
action in one battle against the enemy. He received 
Expert Gunner’s Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Defense Ribbon, and was still in service 
overseas at last report received. 


3.—Pfe. Wallace E. Woodson, son of Mrs. Bertha 
Louise Woodson of Hot Springs, was born at Denver, 
Colorado, on February 1, 1916, and moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1921. He attended Hot 
Springs High School and was a wholesale distributor 
for the Meyer Baking Company before entering the 
service on March 28, 1944. He served his Infantry 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and 





was sent to the European Theater in October, 1944. 


Overseas a total of 18 months, he took part in the 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the Distinguished Unit Badge, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He served 
five months with the Army of Occupation in Germany 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, on March 29, 1946. He and his wife, Eliza- 
beth Ernestine, have one child. 


4.—T/5 Millard L. Childs is the son of Mabel Lilly 
and Millard Lee Childs of Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
where he was born on March 2, 1924. Educated in 
the Hot Springs schools, he was employed as a 
crane operator until entering the Army on May 14, 
1943. Assigned to the Engineers, he completed his 
basic training at Westover Field, Massachusetts, and 
Richmond Army Air Base at Richmond, Virginia, 
and attended the Heavy Equipment School at Rich- 
mond. In March, 1944, he was sent to New Guinea 
and remained in the Pacific theater for a total of 
21 months. Sergeant Childs saw action in New 
Guinea, the Philippines and on Okinawa and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars and the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion. He was returned to the United States and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on December 1, 1945. He and his wife, Purity 
Lavada, have one child. 


5.—Pfe. Harry A. Outler, son of Mrs. Carol Helen 
Outler, was born April 3, 1923, at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs High School, 
after which he was employed by the Aluminum 
Company of America at Jones Mill, Arkansas. 
Entering the U. S. Marine Corps July 21, 19438, he 
received boot training at San Diego, qualifying for 
machinegunner. After training five months, Pfe. 
Outler departed from the United States December 
25, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He served 
in the campaigns of Bougainville, Solomon Islands, 
Okinawa and Ryukyus Islands and was killed in 
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‘ican Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Operations Ribbon with Bronze Star, 
Ribbon. He is survived bv his mother, 
who lives in Hot Springs. . 


6.—T/Sgt. Arthur C. Ezell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Luther Ezell of Perryville, Arkansas, was 
born January 29, 1912. He attended Perryville 
Pee schools and was a heavy equipment operator 
efore entering the service. Sergeant Ezell was 
inducted into the Army October 19, 1943, and served 
as a heavy artillery gunner. No further details 
regarding the service record of Sergeant Ezell were 
furnished. 


7.—T/4 Elvin J. McCaskill, son of J. M. McCaskill 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born at Dierks, 
Arkansas. He attended the Dierks and Mountain 
Pine schools and was employed as a sales clerk 
until entering the Army on January 11, 1944. He 
was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for his basic 
training and after six months in this country was 
sent to the European theater. Sergeant McCaskill 
served with the 2nd Infantry throughout the North- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns. He was 
wounded and was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star, Presidential Unit Citation and the Good Con- 
duct Medal, as well as the Combat Infantryman 
Badge, the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars and the Victory Ribbon. He also saw . 
service with the 9th Air Force and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on 
March 28, 1946, after more than 20 months overseas. 





8.—Seaman 1/c Albert Leo Norsworthy, son of the 
late J. H. Norsworthy and Mrs. Norsworthy of 
Nashville, Arkansas, was born October 3, 1918, at 
Nashville, and attended the Nashville public schools. 
He was employed as ticket agent for the Dixie 
Motor Coach Corporation at Texarkana before enter- 
ing the Navy on August 12, 1948. He took his boot 
training at San Diego, California, and later attended 
a specialized service school at the University of 
Idaho (Moscow). He was sent to the South Pacific 
area on June 17, 1944, after 10 month’s of training, 
His extensive overseas service included participation 
in the invasion and occupation of Saipan, Palau, 
and Okinawa, and the seizure of Japan-Kure naval 
base. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the American 
Theater and Victory Ribbons. He received his honor- 
able discharge at Norman, Oklahoma, November 30, 
1945. He and his wife, Gladys, have no children. 


9.—Lt. (j. g.) Billy G. Barnett is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Julian Cleveland Barnett of Perryville, 
Arkansas. He was born at Perryville on October 
5, 1922, and completed his education at Arkansas 
Polytechnic College at Russellville, Arkansas. He 
entered the Naval Air Corps on September 26, 
1942, and attended the Naval Pre-Flight School at 
Athens, Georgia. He completed his flight training 
at Naval Air Training Stations and served in this 
country until he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
in June 1944. Overseas nearly 18 months, he took 
part in flight operations and served on Espiritu 
Santo in the New Hebrides Islands and Saipan in 
the Marianas Islands. Lieutenant Barnett was 
retained in the Naval service at his own request 
until September, 1946. 


10.—Gunner’s Mate 2/c Dean M. Norsworthy, son 
of Mrs. J. H. Norsworthy and the late Joseph Hart- 
well Norsworthy, was born March 7, 1915, in Nash- 
ville, Arkansas. He attended Nashville Grammar 
and High Schools, afterwards being employed as 
salesman by Nashville Coca-Cola Company and 
switchman by Kansas City Southern Railroad Com- 
pany. Entering the Navy November 2, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended Gunnery School, specializing as armed 
guard. He departed March 22, 1948, for sea duty 
in the Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
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overseas more than two years, pau eps neaii in 
Solomon Islands and New Guinea campaigns ate 
Norsworthy was discharged April 26, 1946, at 
Carona, California Naval Hospital. 


11.—Pvt. Hubert Hugh McCaskill, son of James 
and Effie McCaskill of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was 
born at Womble, Arkansas, on March 2, 1915. He 
entered the Army, November 11, 1943, and received 
basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida. During 
his 14 months’ service he received the Marksman’s 
Medal (M-1 rifle) and Sharpshooter’s Medals (car- 
bine and .03 rifle). After meritorious service in 
the Infantry and Quartermaster Corps, he was 
honorably discharged from the Army at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 4, 1945. He and 
his wife, Gladys, are the parents of one child. 


12.—Seaman 1/c Donald Lee Lowrey, son of Anna 
M. and Albert C. Lowrey, was born October 7, 1926, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
schools. Volunteering for service in the Navy 
October 8, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego,. California. He departed in January, 1945, 
for Pearl Harbor and remained overseas for a year 
and a half, participating in the Battle of Okinawa 
and the Okinawa campaigns. In September, 1945, 
he joined the 7th Fleet for the initial occupation of 
Korea. Seaman Lowrey served aboard the U. S. S. 
Crosley. After being honorably discharged June 8, 
1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to his 
home in Hot Springs. 


13.—Shipfitter 2/c Robert Sydney Lowrey is the 
son of Albert and Anna Lowrey of Hot Springs, where 
he was born on July 18, 1925. He attended the Hot 
Springs schools and entered the U. S. Navy on 
September 24, 1948. After completing his boot 
training at San Diego, California, he attended Weld- 
ers School at San Diego and in June, 1944, was 
sent to Pearl Harbor as a member of the crew of 
the U. S. S. Golden City. He saw action in six of 
the major Pacific theater battles and took part in 
Guam, Leyte, Lingayen Gulf and Okinawa battles. 
His ship evacuated Marines from Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa and survived attack by Japanese planes 
and submarines. The Golden City was a part of the 
service force of the Pacific Fleet. Shipfitter Lowrey 
was returned to his counry and was honorably dis- 
charged a Memphis, Tennessee, on January 3, 1946. 


14.—Aviation Machinist 3/c Charlie Harrison Sum- 
mers, son of Chella Mae and Thomas Edd Summers, 
was born October 1, 1925, in Perry, Arkansas: 
Entering the Naval Reserve August 5, 1948, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. 
specializing as metalsmith. After serving in the 
United States at Naval air base, he departed October 
28, 1943, for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and remained 
overseas for a year and a half. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Cam- 
paign Commendation, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April 
5, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Perry. 


15.—Fireman 1/c George Ed Summers, son of 
Chella Mae and Thomas Ed Summers, was born 
December 28, 1921, in Perry, Arkansas. He entered 
the U. S. Navy in 1940 and received his boot train- 
ing at San Francisco, California. Fireman Sum- 
mers served in the United States for two years 
before departing in December, 1942, for Pearl 
Harbor. Fireman Summers served overseas for two 
years and was killed when the U. 8S. S. Preston was 
sunk at Savo Island. He is survived by his parents, 
who live in Perry. 


16.—Set. Charles Freddie Bailey, son of Katherine 
Pearl and Robert R. Bailey, was born April 26, 1924. 
He received his education by attending Owensville 
Rural School, Dale High School, Fountain Lake 
High School, and Benton High School. Entering 
the Army Engineers February 26, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp White, Oregon, qualifying 
as construction foreman and expert rifleman. At- 
tached to the 300th, 276th, and 361st Engineers, he 
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served in the United States for nearly two years ~~ 
before departing October 5, 1944, for the European- — ~ 
During his year © 


African-Middle-Eastern Theater. 
of overseas duty, Sergeant Bailey participated in 
the Rhineland campaign, and he was awarded World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, European-African- Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon, and one Bronze Service Star. 
After being honorably discharged March 8, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Benton, Arkansas. 
where he lives with his wife, Laura Marie. 


17.—Seaman 1/c Rufus Eugene Bailey, son of 
Katherine Pearl and Robert R. Bailey, was borr 
December 9, 1926, in Benton, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Owensville, Rural Dale, and Fountain Lake 
Schools, afterwards being engaged in farming. Enter- 
ing the Navy November 15, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California. Seaman Bailey 
departed March 20, 1945, for the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for 
nine months, participating in the Battle of the Philip- 
pines and the campaigns of Okinawa, Leyte, and 
the Marshalls. He was awarded four Battle Stars 
and Service Ribbons. He is still in the service at 
San Diego. His wife, Melba Ruth, lives in Benton. 


18.—Cpl. Raymond Jackson Cox, son of Andrew 
Jackson and Lula Cox of Route 1, Benton, Arkansas, 
was born at Reaborn, Arkansas, on November 2, 
1916. He attended the Salem and Bryant schools 
and was engaged in oil field work and mining until 
entering the Army Air Force on October 31, 1942. 
After completing his basic training at Dalhart, 
Texas, he was assigned to military police and guard 
duty and served two and one half years in this 
country with the 369th Air Service Group. In Au- 
gust, 1945, he was sent to Guam in the South Pacific 
Theater and remained overseas a toal of six months. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Medal, he also holds the Marksman Medal. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on February 17, 1946. He and his wife, 
the former Juanita Narcissus Weaver now live in 
Benton. 


19.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Charles K. Cran- 
ford is the son of Gill Thompson and Lillie May 
Cranford of Perryville, Arkansas, where he was 
born on October 2, 19138. Upon completion of his 
education at Perryville High School he was engaged 
in carpentry and motor coach operation until enter- 
ing the Navy on September 27, 1943. Sent to Camp 
Peary, Virginia, for basic training, he later attended 
Diesel School at Richmond, Virginia. Arriving in 
the South Pacific theater in June, 1945, he served 
with the amphibious forces throughout the seven 
months that he spent on foreign duty. Holder of 
the Asiatic - Pacific Theater Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Medal, he was 
honorably discharged on December 11, 1945, at 
Nashville, Tennessee. He is married and he and 
his wife, Hazel Rebecca, have three children. 


20.—Pfe. Dan W. Kent, son of Mrs. Bell Heuer, was 
born March 4, 1920, at Benton, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Bryant High 
School and afterwards served in the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps as draftsman. Enlisting in the 
Infantry October 28, 1941, he received basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas. He qualified for Expert 
Infantryman, Rifle Markmanship and Sharpshooter 
with carbine and machinegun. After serving over 
two years in the United States, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater, attached to Co. H, 3238rd 
Infantry, on July 38, 1944. He saw action in the 
Southern Philippines and Western Pacific area, and 
spent three months with the Army of Occupation. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with two Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon and one Bronze Star, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
December 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, and returned 
to Benton. 














a = mper (, 
at Keesler Field, 
lance at Armorer Ser- 
Gunnery School at Ft. 
ed for armorer-gunner and 
1e for expert use of the .30 caliber 
utomatic pistol. After two years’ 









8, 1945. He returned to Hot Springs where he 
resides with his wife, Margaret, and one son. 


2.—Shipfitter-Welder 3/c Charles Theodore Pranter, 
Jr., son of Charles T. and Ella J. Pranter, was 
born October 17, 1921, at Hot Springs. Receiving his 
education in the Hot Springs public schools, he 
engaged in electrical work and welding until enter- 
ing is Navy Construction Battalion (Seabees) on 
August 29, 1942. Receiving boot training at Camp 
Endicott, Rhode Island, he arrived in Scotland 
December 19, 1942, and participated in campaigns 
of North Africa. After serving over two years 
overseas, he received an honorable discharge at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and now resides in Hot Springs. 


3.—T/4 Herbert E. Chunn, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. E. Chunn, Sr., was born at Hot Springs, Arkan- 
sas, January 21, 1920. He received his education by 
attending Hot Springs Grade, Junior, and Senior 
High Schools, after which he was employed by 
J. C. Penney Co. A member of the National Guard 
_ since February 1, 1940, he was inducted into regular 
service January 6, 1941. He received basic training 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, later attending Anti-aircraf 
Centralized Schools. Attached to 206th Coast Ar- 
tillery, he was sent to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, on 
February 26, 1942, where he was serving when 
Dutch Harbor was attacked by enemy bombers. He 
qualified as Sharpshooter in March, 1948, and as 
an expert musician, teaching bugler classes and 
serving in the 84th A. G. F. Band.‘ He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon, and one 
Bronze Star. Receiving an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, October 19, 1945, he returned to Hot 
Springs where he lives with his wife, June. 


4.—S/Segt. Gordon R. Lucas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. G. Lucas, was born at Little Rock, September 
1, 1919. He received his education at Oakland, 
Greenwood, and Jones schools and Junior and High 
schools at Hot Springs. He entered the National 
Guard June 27, 1940, and was transferred to Coast 
Artillery Antiaircraft, receiving basic training at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas. By attendance at Parachute 
School, he qualified for parachutist, cadre in field 
artillery, and fire control instructor operator F. A. 
645. After serving two years in the United States, 
he saw service in the Aleutians and Northern France 
with the 206th C. A. (AA) and 58rd F. A. R. T. C. For 
meritorious service Sergeant Lucas was awarded two 
Bronze Battle Stars. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Jefferson Barracks October 6, 1945, and 
now resides in Hot Springs. 


5.—Boatswain 2/c James M. Pranter, son of Etta 
J. and Charles T. Pranter, was born February 20, 
1925, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Oak- 
lawn Grade School and Hot Springs High School, 
afterwards being employed as welder in Houston 
shipyards. Entering the Navy June 18, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. He 
departed September 13, 1943, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations and during his ‘one year and 22 
months overseas participated in campaigns of Ellice 
Islands, the Marshalls, the Gilberts, Tarawa, and 
the Philippines. After being honorably discharged 
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- 6.—I1st Lt. Ollie Byrum Childs, son of Mr. and Mrs. 


W. D. Childs, was born at Hot Springs, Arkansas on 
September 22, 1918, attended Hot Springs and 


- Naples (Texas) High Schools and Louisiana College 


prior to entering the United States Army Air Corps 
on November 25, 1940, after having served previously 
for 18 months in the Arkansas National Guard. He 
was sent for his basic training to Orangeburg, 
South Carolina, later receiving his pilot’s wings 
and commission on October 9, 1942. After 45 
months of service in this country, Lieutenant Childs 
was sent to the Italian front, assigned to the 95th 
Bomber Squadron, 17th Bomber Group, 12th Air 
Force. During his 10 months overseas, he received 
the European-African-Middle Eastern and European 
Theater Ribbons with battle stars denoting his en- 
gagements, the American Defense Ribbon and a 
Unit citation. He was retired from active duty on 
January 11, 1946, at San Antonio, Texas. He and 
Se Marjorie Elaine, are the parents of one 
child. 


7.—Set. Leonard Cockman, son of Mrs. Lula Duren 
Cockman, was born February 10, 1920, in Beaudry, 
Arkansas. He attended Ramble Grammar School 
and Hot Springs Junior High School, afterwards 
being employed as a drug store clerk and a painter. 
Entering the 300th Engineer Combat Battalion 
February 18, 1943, at Little Rock, he was assigned 
to the Army Medical Corps and received basic 
training at Camp White, Oregon, attending Medical 
School at Fitzsimmons Hospital, Denver, Colorado, 
where he qualified as medical technician. After 
serving in the United States with the 300th Engineer 
Medical Detachment, he departed December 3, 1943, 
for Glasgow, Scotland, and served overseas for 
nearly two years. He participated in the battles of 
Normandy, Northern France, the Bulge, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe, and was awarded Markman- 
ship Medal, five Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Rib- 
bon, World War II Victory Ribbon, and Presidential 
Citation. He was wounded while in service and was 
honorably discharged December 10, 1945, at Kennedy 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, returning to Hot 
Springs where he lives with his wife, Adell, and 
their child. 


8.—Cpl. John Donald Lucas, son of Mrs. Winnie 
Lucas, was born February 8, 1924, at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. He attended Jones School, Greenwood 
School, Hot Springs High School, and Arkansas 
State Trade School, after which he was employed 
as baker’s helper. Entering the Army Transporta- 
tion Corps, March 9, 1948, he received basic training 
at Ft. Lawton, Seattle, Washington, later attending 
checker’s School at Seattle, and specializing as sign 
painter. Attached to 253rd Port Co., Transportation 
Corps, he departed September 238, 1943, for North 
Africa and India. He received the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Southeast Asia Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and 
Service Award of Merit. Returning to the United 
States February 11, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, February 21, 1946. 


9.—Set. Louie T. Cockman, son of Mrs. Lula Duren 
Cockman, was born April 6, 1924, in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. He attended grammar school and junior 
high school, afterwards being employed by Tuf- 
Nut Manufacturing Company in Little Rock and 
by a grocery store. Entering the Army Air Force 
November 2, 1942, at Camp Robinson, he received 
basic training at Lake Charles, Louisiana, and at- 
tended Curtis-Wright Air School at Buffalo, N. Y., 
qualifying as airplane engine mechanic and re- 
ceiving first class mechanic’s medal. Sergeant 
Cockman served for more than three years with the 
Army Air Force in the United States and was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, and American Theater Ribbon. After being 
























10.—Medic William D. Pranter, 
Charles T, Pranter, was born Fel 
Arkansas. He received his education by 
Hot Springs schools. Entering the Army Medi 
ror June 20, 1945, he received basic training at 
Ft. Lewis, Washington, and received special Medical 
Corps schooling at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He 
raduated from Surgical Tech. Sch 
Gatien Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, January 6, 
1946. Departing March 18, 1946, for Japan, he is 
still serving with the Army of Occupation. His 
home is in Hot Springs. 


11.—Ist Lt. John Curtis Childs, Jr., son of Catherine 
and John Curtis Childs, Sr., was born July 9, 1919, 


at Hot Springs. He received his education at the Hot. 


Springs public schools, after which he was employed 


‘at ee 
- Medical > 


ool at Kennedy | 
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Roller Bearing Company, Canton, Ohio. Entering 
the Army Air Forces June 9, 1942, he received basic 
training at Randolph Field, Texas, and graduated 
as pilot February 8, 1944. He- received Expert 
Marksman Medal and Unit Citation with Cluster. 
He landed in England with the Air Forces August 
30, 1944, and participated in the campaigns of North- 
ern France, Ardennes, and Germany, serving over- 
seas for a year. For meritorious service, Lieutenant 
Childs was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal with six Clusters, and European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon with three Stars. Lieutenant 
Childs is still in the service, while his wife, Grace 
Aline, and their two children live in Hot Springs. 


12.—Pfe. Horace R. Trantham, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George R. Trantham, was born January 1, 1923, in 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
High School, afterwards being employed as a meat- 
cutter. Entering the Infantry February 18, 1943, 
he received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying as cook and as Infantry Marksman. At- 
tached to the 75th Infantry Division, he served 
more than a year in the United States and de- 
parted June 15, 1944, for Europe, with the 90th 
Infantry Division. During his year and eight 
months overseas, he participated in Ardennes, Cen- 
tral Europe, and Rhineland campaigns and spent 
eight months with the Army of Occupation. Pfe. 
Trantham was awarded three Bronze Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 5, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to his home in Hot Springs. 


13.—Machinist’s Mate 3/e Luther Morris Trantham, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Thantham of Hot Springs, 
was born at Beaudry, Arkansas on August 23, 1920. 
Educated in the Hot Springs public schools, he was 
employed by the North American Aviation Company, 
Dallas, Texas. Entering the Navy on October 16, 
1943, he was sent to San Diego, California, for his 
basic training and became a machinist after at- 
tending Engineering School. In November, 1944, 
he was sent to the Pacific Theater and took part 
in the capture of Okinawa and Iwo Jima. Overseas 
16 months, he holds the Asiatic-Pacifie Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the American Theater 
Ribbon, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on 
April 18, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


14.—T/Sgt. Leon Hefley, son of Naney and the 
late John Hefley, was born at Hot Springs, Feb- 
ruary 26, 1923. He attended Hot Springs and 
Fountain Lake High Schools. He entered the Army 
Air Forces, Air Transport Command, June 6, 1941, 
receiving basic training at Jefferson Barracks. Later 
he qualified for aerial radio operator by attending 
Scott Field, Illinois, Radio School and was further 
awarded Crew Member’s Wings, Radio Operator 
Technician Badge, and Sharpshooter Pistol and M-1 
Rifle Medals. Sergeant Hefley served almost three 
years in the A. T. C. in and out of the United States 
on ferrying and transport missions and later served 
20 months in the South Pacific, participating in 
campaigns of India, China, Saipan, Guam, Luzon, 
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Hefley af Fat Soe tee 
ey ¢ ot springs. Born at 
October 17, 1913, he atte ded Foun 
Morning Star High Schools and entere 
Army on April 25, 1944. Private Hefle 
his basic training period at Camp Robinson, 
sas, and has seen service with the Infantry and ; 
Corps in this country. In October, 1944, he was 
sent to the European Theater and remained overseas 
for more than a year. He took part in the Rhineland. 
and Ardennes campaigns and suffered frozen feet 
and trench foot. Holder of the Combat Infantryman 
Badge and the Meritorious Unit Citation, he was 
returned to this country in October, 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on January 26, 1946. He and his wife, Pauline, 
have one child. 


16.—T/Sgt. Lester Jeffery Chesser, 
Jane and Robert Lee Chesser, was born November 
6, 1918, at Beaudry, Arkansas. He attended Ramble 
Grade School and Hot Springs High School, after- 
wards being employed as telegraph operator. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Force October 23, 1941, he re- 
ceived basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Radio Operator Mechanics’ School at Scott 
Field, Illinois; Aerial Gunnery School at McCarren 
Field, Las Vegas, Nevada; Air Crew College Train- 
ing School at Alva, Oklahoma; Preflight Training 
School (Pilot) at San Antonio, Texas; Primary 
Flight Training School (Pilot) at Ballinger, Texas; 
and Radio Operator Mechanic Gunner School at 
Yuma, Arizona. He qualified as radio operator 
mechanic gunner, pistol marksman, and Thompson 
sub-machinegun expert. After serving in the United 
States for more than three years, he departed April 
7, 1945, for Hawaii and served overseas for nearly 
eight months. He was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
and American Theater Ribbon: After being honor- 
ably discharged January 30, 1946, at San Antonio, 
Texas, Sergeant Chesser reenlisted on that same 
date for service with the Army of Occupation in 
the European Theater of Operations. His home is 
in Hot Springs. 


17.—T/Sgt. Milas J. Chesser, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Lee Chesser, was born at Beaudry, Arkansas, 
April 14, 1921. He attended Hot Springs High 
School, graduating in May, 1940. He joined the 
National Guard September 28, 1939, and was in- 
ducted into the regular Army, Anti-aircraft Artillery, 
January 6, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, and, by attending Operations Sergeant 
and_ Intelligence Sergeant Schools, qualified for 
intelligence NCO. He was awarded Markmanship 
Medal for proficiency in the use of the carbine. 
After over two years’ service in the United States, 
he saw service in the Aleutian Islands and the 
European Theater of Operations, assigned succes- 
sively to the 206th C. A. (AA) Btry. H, Hq. 62nd 
AAA Group; Hq. 35th AAA Group, and Hq. 548th 
AAA Group. He was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, two Battle Stars, and Bronze Star Medal. 
Sergeant Chesser received an honorable discharge 
at Jefferson Barracks October 10, 1945, and re- 
turned to Hot Springs where he lives with his wife, 
Ruth Maxine. 















son of Mary 


18.—Aviation Ordnanceman 2/c Ralph Douglas 
Chesser, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Chesser, 
was born May 3, 1924, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
He attended Hot Springs High School. Entering 
the Navy Oecember 13, 1942, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Ordnance 
School at Norman, Oklahoma, and Gunnery School 
at Purcell, Oklahoma, qualifying in aviation ordnance 
and as Navy combat air crewman. ‘He served with 
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MILLER GENE HALBERT 


Ist Lt. Miller Gene Halbert, USMC, was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Miller 
Halbert of Malvern, Arkansas. Born at Little Rock, Arkansas, on August 
23, 1919, he was educated at Malvern High School, Hendrix College at 
Conway and the University of Arkansas. He was studying law at the 
University of Arkansas when he entered the United States N avy in October, 
1941. He saw service with the Navy in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean 
area and after one year in the Navy transferred to the Marine Air Corps. 
Lieutenant Halbert received his basic flight training at North Carolina 
University, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and served his flight training 
at Memphis, Tennessee, Pensacola and Miami, Florida and Mojave, Cali- 
fornia. He received his wings and commission as a fighter pilot on August 
13, 1943, and became a pilot of Corsair fighter planes. In January, 1945, 
he was sent to the South Pacific Theater and attached to the carrier 
U.S. 8S. Bunker Hill. His fighter group was the first to have fighter planes 
over Tokyo and this group also supported the invasion of Iwo Jima. This 
brave young officer was shot down over Naha, Okinawa, on March 30, 
1945. He was officially pronounced dead on August 1, 1945. This gallant 
Marine was posthumously awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
the Air Medal and the Purple Heart. 


eros 





CARL E. COATES 





S/Sgt. Hurshel Wallace Gray, son of Mrs. Ida Gray, was born 
at Malvern, Arkansas, on November 30, 1916 and attended 
Central and Donaldson (Arkansas) High Schools, after which 
he was employed as a machinist’s helper and truck driver. He 
entered the United States Army (Infantry) on November 7, 
1942, and received basic training at Camp White, Oregon, fol- 
lowing which he was assigned to the 91st Division and left the 
United States for North Africa on April 12, 1944. During the 
20 months he was overseas Sergeant Gray participated in the 
Apennines, Po Valley and Rome-Arno campaigns, and for 
meritorious service was awarded the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good Con- 
duct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge and the Bronze Star 
Medal. He received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, on November 3, 1945. His wife is Florence Gray. 
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Sgt. Carl E. Coates, son of Clint E. and Elvie L. Gray Coates, 
was born at Malvern, Arkansas, on February 8, 1915, and 
graduated from high school there. Prior to entering the Army 
on October 16, 1941, he was employed as a carman with a rail- 
road company in Los Angeles. Following basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, he served with the 162nd Infantry and 
the 138th Infantry, 711th Military Police Bn. Sergeant Coates’ 
assignments were far-flung; he saw action from Attu and Kiska 
in the Aleutians to Honolulu, Saipan, Leyte, Iwo Jima and 
Manila. He was awarded the Sharpshooter’s Medal, the Expert 
Bayonet and Smallbore Medals, the American Defense Service 
Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and the Good Conduct 

- Medal. Sergeant Coates was honorably discharged at Camp 
Lewis, Washington, on September 4, 1945. His wife is the former 
Lois M. Ripley. They have one child. 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





Ist Lt. Clyde Erwin Van Dusen, son of Annie Alma and Clyde 
Clarence Van Dusen, was born June 26, 1921, in Malvern, Arkan- 
sas. He graduated from Malvern High School in 1939 and 
attended Bob Jones College in Cleveland, Tennessee; A. & M. 
College at Jonesboro, Arkansas, and the University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville. Entering the Naval Reserve June 18, 1942, he 
received boot training at New Orleans, Corpus Christi, Miami, 
and San Diego, as naval aviator and 2nd lieutenant in the Marine 
Corps Reserve. Lieutenant Van Dusen departed August 8, 1943, 
for more than two years’ overseas service and was killed in an 
airplane accident at sea October 15, 1943, off Midway. He is 
survived by his parents, who live in Malvern. 





CLYDE E. VAN DUSEN 








T/4 Layne Eugene Collums is the son of James S. Collums of Bee Branch, 
Arkansas, where he was born on August 22, 1921. He attended South 
Side High School and completed his education at Arkansas Tech at 
Russellville, Arkansas, and the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 
Entering the military service on June 14, 1942, he completed his basic 
training period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was then sent to the 
Army Administrative School and Clerical School, where he became an 
administrative specialist. A veteran of more than three and one-half 
years of military service, he served with Headquarters at Camp Gordon 
Johnston, Florida, until he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on December 23, 1945. He and his wife, the former Lynnette 
Florence Van Dusen, have one son, Layne Eugene Collum, Jr. 





LAYNE EUGENE COLLUMS 


Radioman 3/c Virgil Preston Efird is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wiseman 
Issac Efird of Malvern, Arkansas, where he was born on July 26, 1922. 
After graduating from Malvern High School in 1941, he entered the Navy 
on May 11, 1943, and was sent to San Diego, California, for his basic 
training. He attended the Radio Schools at San Diego and Los Angeles, 
California, and became an expert at radio operation. In May, 1944, Radio- 
man Efird was given sea duty aboard the U. S. S. Hermitage, a troop ship 
operating in European waters. He spent 18 months as a member of this 
crew while his ship transported troops in Europe. In November, 1945, 
he was returned to this country and was honorably discharged at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, on December 9, 1945. He and his wife, the former Juanita 
Van Dusen, are the parents of one daughter, Teresa Anne. 





VIRGIL PRESTON EFIRD 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


S/Sgt. Raymond E. Babb, son of Ira Babb and Mrs. Jack James of Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born at Black Rock, Arkansas, on June 18, 1913. After 
attending high school at Malvern and Fordyce, he entered the field of 
salesmanship, being employed by the International Shoe Company of 
Malvern for 11 years. He was inducted into military service July 10, 1941, 
and was first sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic training, 
followed by special training at Lowry Field, Colorado, and Armament 
School, Elmira, New York. He was attached to the Air Corps, 57th Fighter 
Group, 66th Fighter Squadron, the first American group to land in Egypt 
with the British Eighth Army. His unit supported the British land forces 
from, El] Alemain to Foggia, Italy, across the desert and through Sicily, 
then joined forces with the American Fifth Army for the push to Rome 
and beyond. The 57th Fighter Group, known as the “First in the Blue,” 
had the distinction of being first to fly P-40’s from a carrier, and to fly 
from Brazil to Egypt without loss of a single plane or pilot, and first to 
skip and dive bomb with the famous P-47 Thunderbolts. Holders of the 
American Defense Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Silver and one Bronze Star and 











RAYMOND E. BABB the Presidential Unit Citation with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Sergeant 
Babb was honorably discharged from service at Camp Chaffee on June 
DyalOAd; : c 


Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Sandford H. Hill is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Hardy 
W. Hill of Malvern, Arkansas, where he was born on March 13, 1907. 
Educated at Malvern High School, he was a civil engineer until entering 
the U. S. Navy on December 4, 1943. Mate Hill was sent to San Diego, 
California, to serve his boot training period. He served almost two years 
with Naval units and was honorably discharged at San Diego, California, 
on September 15, 1945. He and his wife, the former Genevieve Virginia 
Howell, are the parents of two children. 





SANDFORD H. HILL 


Capt. Joseph W. Hill, son of Hardy Wallace and Ella Lee Hill, was born at 
Malvern, Arkansas, on September 16, 1915, and graduated from Malvern 
High School and Henderson State Teachers College at Arkadelphia. Enter- 
ing the United States Army (Infantry) on June 1, 1942, he completed 
Officer Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia, and later attended 
Command and General Staff Schools at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, quali- 
fying for troop commander. Attached to the 442nd Infantry Regiment 
Combat Team (Japanese-American troops), he departed from the United 
States on May 1, 1944, for North Africa and saw action in the Rome-Arno, 
Po Valley, German and Apennines campaigns, receiving one wound in 
action in France. He was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation, Purple 
Heart, American Defense Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge and Expert Rifleman’s Medal, and served as executive officer of the 
100th Bn. on his return to the United States. Captain Hill was relieved 
from active duty on December 20, 1945, at Camp Wolters, Texas. 





JOSEPH W. HILL 


Pvt. Robert Clem Jenkins, son of Charles Turner and Hester Leona Jenkins, 
was born at Malvern, Arkansas, on April 23, 1910. He attended Oak 
Grove and Central Schools near Glenrose, Arkansas, and was at the time 
of his induction into service working as an electrician’s helper for Alcoa 
Mining and Manufacturing Company at Bauxite. Upon the completion 
of basic training at Camp Robinson he was assigned to Infantry Replace- 
ment, remaining with that branch of service throughout his eight-month 
stay in the Army. Holder of the Marksmanship Medal (rifle), Private 
Jenkins was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on De- 
cember 12, 1944, and now resides with his wife, Norene Mildred, on Route 
3, Malvern. 
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Cpl. John C. Gibbs, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Gibbs, Sr., was born 
August 14, 1920, in Malvern, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Malvern High School. Entering the Marine Corps June 18, 1941, he 
received boot training at Marine Corps Base, San Diego, California, and 
attended Message Center School, qualifying as noncommissioned officer 
in mortars, expert mortarman, rifle sharpshooter, and pistol sharpshooter. 
Attached to Naval Prison Detachment, Mare Island, California, he served 
in the United States until January 6, 1942, when he departed for the 
Samoan Islands. Overseas nearly two years, he participated in the Guadal- 
canal campaign and was awarded Presidential Citation and Letter of Com- 
mendation. After being honorably discharged September 30, 1945, at 
Oceanside, California, he returned to Malvern, where he lives with his 
wife, Alvera Mae. 





JOHN C. GIBBS, JR. 


S/Sgt. Henry Ewell Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Murl Gray was born 
at Malvern, Arkansas, October 30, 1922, and attended Malvern High 
School after which he was employed as a baker and mechanic. He entered 
the United States Army on January 21, 1948, and received his basic 
training at Camp Robinson and later, by attending Cooks and Bakers 
School, qualified as mess sergeant. He departed with his unit from the 
United States July 29, 1944, for Italy and participated in the Rhineland, 
Central Europe, Rome-Arno and Apennines campaigns, for which he was 
awarded the Certificate of Merit, Good Conduct Medal and World War II 
Victory Medal. Sergeant Gray received an honorable discharge at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, November 5, 1945, and returned to Malvern 
where he lives with his wife, Georgia Jeanette. 





HENRY EWELL GRAY 


Cpl. James Leon Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Murl Gray, was bern 
at Malvern, Arkansas, on August 4, 1925, attended Malvern High School 
and afterwards was employed on November 18, 1943, and received basic 
training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. Attached to Co. E, 423rd Infantry, 
106th Division, he left the United States on October 17, 1944, for the 
European Theater and participated in the Rhineland, Central Europe 
and Ardennes campaigns, sustaining wounds in action and being taken 
prisoner in the Battle of the Bulge. Corporal Gray was awarded the World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman’s Badge and Expert Markmanship 
Medals (M-1 rifle and Browning automatic rifle). He received his honor- 
able discharge at Camp Robinson on December 14, 1945. 





JAMES LEON GRAY 


Ens. Wilbur Franklin Barrier, son of Dr. and Mrs. W. F. Barrier, Sr. of 
Malvern, Arkansas, was born on December 9, 1923, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
Moving with his family to Arkansas in 1924, he attended the Malvern 
public schools, Emory University at Atlanta, Georgia; Hendrix College 
at Conway, Arkansas, and Henderson State College at Arkadelphia, Ar- 
kansas. Entering the U. S. Navy on July 1, 1943, he completed his basic 
training at the Pre-Midshipman School, Asbury Park, New Jersey, and 
then attended Midshipman School at Northwestern University, Chicago, 
[llinois. Ensign Barrier served more than two and one-half years in the 
Navy and saw 14 months’ of duty on the Pacific Coast Patrol. He was 
placed on inactive duty on February 15, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He and his wife, the former Betty Jane Kidd, are the parents of one child. 





WILBUR F. BARRIER 
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ansas, on Webciney 4, 1899. He received his education 
he Univ by of Arkansas; Missouri University, and College of the 
y of New vile after which he was employed as a chemist. He entered 
the Chemical Warfare Service on September 12, 1942, attending service 
schools at Fort Logan, Colorado, Edgewood, Maryland, and Princeton 
University, qualifying for service in the Chemical Warfare and Military 
Government branches. After serving at the New York Port of Embarka- 
tion, he departed from the United States on March 8, 1945, for Okinawa, 
arriving April 26, 1945. There he assisted in setting up and administering 
military government on the conquered island. He received the American 
Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and 
Victory Ribbons (World Wars I and II). Captain Gatewood was honorably 
discharged at Army and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs on Decem- 
ber 19, 1945. 


EDWIN M. GATEWOOD 


2nd Lt. John I. McClain is the son of W. R. and Bessie McClain of Malvern, 
Arkansas. Born January 23, 1918, at Malvern, he attended Malvern High 
School and completed his education at Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Ten- 
nessee. He was employed as a bookkeeper until entering th Army Air 
Corps on November 16, 1943. Lieutenant McClain served his basic training 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi. He then became an aviation cadet and 
received his training as a navigator as a member of Class 45-3n at Selma 
Field, Monroe, Louisiana. He served two and one-half years of military 
service as a member of the Army Air Forces. Lieutenant McClain was 
released from active service at Salina, Kansas, in March, 1946. His wife is 
Jimmie McClain. 





JOHN I. McCLAIN 


Aviation Electrician’s Mate 3/c Lewis Maxwell Cox, son of Ernest Elvon 
and Ollie B. Cox of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at Fordyce, Arkansas, on 
February 14, 1924. After completing his education at Malvern High 
School, he was employed as an electrician by the Arkansas Power and 
Light Company until entering the Navy on July 14, 1943. He completed 
his basic training at San Diego, California, and after eight months in this 
country was sent to the Hawaiian Islands. Overseas almost 22 months, 
he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and two letters of com- 
mendation. He was honorably discharged at Terminal Island, San Pedro, 
California, on January 3, 1946. His wife is the former Ileana Harris. 





LEWIS MAXWELL COX 


T/4 Robert Douglas Roland, Sr., son of Harriet Evelyn and Andrew Isaac 
Roland, was born December 30, "1910, at Malvern, Arkansas. He attended 
Hendrix College and Arkansas State Teachers College, Conway, Arkansas, 
after which he was employed as assistant cashier of the Malvern National 
Bank, Malvern, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry April 7, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, specializing for clerk-typist. 
After training in the United States five months he departed September 
22, 1944, for the European theater attached to 82nd Airborne Division. 
He participated i in the campaigns of the Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central 
Europe and spent four months with the Army of Occupation. He qualified 
for expert rifleman and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and Unit 
Citation. After being honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, December 26, 1945, he returned to Malvern, where he lives with his f \ 
wife, Anna, and child. 


ROBERT D. ROLAND, SR. 
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pation in Bavaria and was returned to this country where he was released — 
from active service on March 24, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
His wife is the former Rachel I. Tims. 









Cpl. Bernard Dean Beeson, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Beeson of 503 Pine 
Bluff Street, Malvern, Arkansas, was born May 3, 1923, in Leola, Arkansas. 
He attended Malvern public schools and Henderson State Teachers Col- 
lege, where he received R.O.T.C. training. Corporal Beeson entered the 
Army Air Corps December 9, 1942, and received his basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas. He later attended Aircraft Armament and Remote 
Control Turret Mechanics School and was promoted to staff sergeant, 
being assigned to Squadron B, Lowry Field, Colorado. Serving over three 
years in this capacity he was honorably discharged February 9, 1946, at 
Ft. Logan, Colorado. 
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BERNARD D. 





EESON 


Capt. William Waters Beeson, Jr., son of Lucile Phillips and William W. 
Beeson, Sr., was born December 21, 1918, in Leola, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Malvern High School and attended Henderson State Teachers’ Col- 
lege at Arkadelphia and State Teachers’ College at Conway, afterwards 
being employed by the Farm Security Administration in Little Rock. 
Entering the Air Corps August 14, 1941, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and attended Officer Candidate School at 
Miami Beach, Florida, qualifying as classification officer. Captain Beeson 
departed August 30, 1942, for the Panama Canal Zone and remained | 
overseas for nearly three years. After being honorably discharged Janu- 

ary 10, 1946, at San Bernadino, California, he returned to Malvern, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Glen Dean, and their daughter. 





WILLIAM W. BEESON, JR. 


Sgt. Joseph Dale Clem, son of Mattie and John Clem, Sr., was born June 
25, 1915, in Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High School, Malvern 
Commercial College, and Ouachita College. Entering the Air Corps No- 
vember 20, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
qualifying as chief clerk and carbine and rifle marksman. Sergeant Clem 
served for two and a half years in the United States with the 1564th A.A.F. 
Base Unit, Sacramento, California, and was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged November 20, 1945, at McClellan Field, 
California, he returned to Malvern, where he lives with his wife, Billie 
Louise, and their child. 





JOSEPH D. CLEM 
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Electrician’s Mate 2/c Kenneth Van Dusen, son of George and Mittie Van 
Dusen of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at Hot Springs on May 12, 1924. 
He attended Malvern High School and Iowa State College before entering 
the United States Navy on May 12, 1943. Upon the completion of his boot 
training at San Diego, California, he attended Electrical School and the 
Submarine School and was qualified’ for submarine service. In February, 
1944, he was sent to the Pacific theater and remained overseas for almost 
20 months. Mate Van Dusen saw action in the Philippines, Okinawa, 
Iwo Jima, Saipan and Japanese operations while serving with the sub- 
marine division. He was returned to the United States and was honorably 
discharged at Shoemaker, California, on April 8, 1946. His wife is the 
former Dorothy Virginia Hughen. 





KENNETH VAN DUSEN 


T/5 Edwin Brooks Stanfiell, son of Rev. and Mrs. James Benjamin Stan- 
fiell of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at Westfield, Illinois, on September 
9, 1917, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1925. He attended 
Malvern High School and Central High School and was engaged in cabinet 
making and furniture repair work until entering the Army on December 
10, 1942. Corporal Stanfiell was assigned to the Quartermaster Corps and 
received his basic training at Fort Warren, Wyoming. He also attended 
the Quartermaster Motor School at Bloomington, Illinois, and became an 
automotive mechanic. In November, 1943, he was sent with his unit, the 
3749th Quartermaster Truck Company, to the Pacific theater. Overseas 
26 months, he took part in the New Guinea campaign and won the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Meritorious Service Unit 
Award, the Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 8, 1946. He and his wife, 
Ruby Mae, have one child. 





EDWIN B. STANFIELL 


Sgt. Raymond Dean Darby, USMC, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry 
Darby of Malvern, Arkansas, was born on April 3, 1924, at Anderson, 
South Carolina, moving to Arkansas in June, 1929. He received his edu- 
cation at Malvern High School, after which he was employed by the 
Aluminum Company of America prior to entering the United States 
Marine Corps on November 2, 1942. Following boot training at San Diego, 
California, he later attended the N. A. T. T. C. Service School at Jackson- 
ville, Florida, qualifying for service as a naval aircrewman. Attached to 
Third Marine Air Wing, he departed from the United States on November 
1, 1944, and saw extensive service in the Bismarck Archipelago, Luzon 
and Mindanao campaigns and was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Star, Victory Ribbon with one Star, Marine Aviation 
Medal and Marksmanship Medal (rifle). He was honorably discharged 
at San Diego on November 9, 1945. 





RAYMOND D. DARBY 


S/Set. William Clay Hensley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Benjamin 
Wallis, was born on December 11, 1922, at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
moving to Arkansas in 1929. He received his education at Malvern High 
School and the University of Arkansas and entered the United States 
Army Air Corps on November 21, 1942. Following basic training at Camp 
Kohler, California, he later attended Midland Radio (Kansas City) and 
Radar Service Schools at Camp Murphy, Florida, qualifying for repair 
and flight check of airborne radar equipment. Sergeant Hensley left the 
United States on October 8, 1943, participating in the Normandy, Northern 
France and Rhineland campaigns and was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and Marksmanship 
Medals (carbine M-1903 and .30 caliber rifle). He was honorably dis- 
charged on November 7, 1945, at Kelly Field, Texas. 





WILLIAM C. HENSLEY, JR. 
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Seaman 2/c Colonel James Helms, son of Mrs. Florence Helms of Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born at Tuckerman, Arkansas, and received his education 
at Malvern High School, after which he was employed as a driver for 
Craig Construction Co. and the A. B. Cook Lumber Company. He entered 
the United States Navy on February 19, 1944, receiving boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and Camp Peary, Virginia. After five months in 
this country he sailed for the South Pacific Theater on July 8, 1944, and 
participated in the battles of Pelileu, Leyte and Luzon. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. Seaman Helms received an honorable discharge 
at Base Hospital, Bainbridge, Maryland, on November 9, 1945. He and 
his wife, Martha Anna, have one child. 





JAMES HELMS 





S/Sgt. Robert Louis Gibbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis R. Gibbs, was born 
March 2, 1919, at Malvern, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Malvern High School, after which he was employed as truck- 
driver, salesman and defense plant worker. Entering the Army Air Forces 
December 28, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and later by attending service schools qualified for aircraft mechanic. 
Sergeant Gibbs served over three years attached to Army Air Forces 
Training Command and was honorably discharged at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama, February 6, 1946. He received the American Theater, Victory, 
and Good Conduct Ribbons. He and his wife, Marion, live in Malvern 
with their child. 
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Sgt. Paul Hardin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lon P. Hardin, was born at Malvern, 
Arkansas, on May 27, 1916, and after completing his education at Mal- 
vern High School, Arkansas Polytechnic College and Draughon’s School 
of Business, he was employed by the General Motors Acceptance Corpo- 
ration. Entering the Army on February 12, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for assignment as an administrative 
non-commissioned officer. He had 26 months of foreign service. Sergeant 
Hardin served with Headquarters Co., 153rd Infantry, Camp Robinson; 
Headquarters Detachment, lst Bn., 153rd Infantry, Camp Murray, Wash- 
ington; Post Headquarters Co., ASFTC, Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and De- 
\ a : tachment Medical Department, Hospital Center, Camp Carson, Colorado. 

MO " He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense, Asiatic- 
Oly Pacific Theater, and Victory Ribbons. He received his honorable dis- 

PAUL HARDIN 








charge at Camp Carson, September 21, 1945. 


Pfc. Sidney Eugene Watson was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney L. Watson 
of Okolona, Arkansas. Born at Antoine, Arkansas, on October 15, 1923, 
he attended Okolona High School and was employed by the Aluminum 
Company of America until entering the military service on September 
29, 1943. Assigned to the Engineers, he completed his basic training at 
Camp Abbott, Oregon, and then attended the Automotive Mechanic 
School at Camp Abbott. Sent to the South Pacific Theater in May, 1944, 
he attended the Armorers’ School at a South Pacific training center. He 
was transferred to the Infantry and took part in the battle for Okinawa. 
On April 24, 1945, this gallant soldier was killed in action on Okinawa 
while participating in the hard-fought battles to clean out the caves of 
that island. For his heroic service he was awarded the Purple Heart post- 
humously. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Helen Watson and their 
child. 





SIDNEY E. WATSON 
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CARL E. McCLAIN 


2nd Lt. Lee Calvin McClain, son of Mollie Sims and Leverett Stinson 
McClain, was born August 2, 1914, in Malvern, Arkansas. He attended 
- Arkadelphia High School and graduated from Malvern High School, after- 
wards being employed as assistant manager of the M-System Store in 
Malvern. Entering the Infantry July 10, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, and attended Officer Candidate School at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as machinegunner and receiving Marks- 
manship Medal. Lieutenant McClain served for nearly two years in the 
United States with the 79th Division and departed in April, 1944, for 
England. Overseas for two months, he landed in France June 10, 1944, 
went into action June 18, and was killed June 22, 1944, in the battle of 
Cherbourg. Lieutenant McClain was awarded Combat Infantry Medal 
and the Purple Heart, posthumously, and is survived by his parents; his 
wife, Mrs. Frances. Light McClain; and one son, Gary Lee, who live in 


Malvern. 





MARTHA STUART ROGERS 


T/Sgt. Warren F. Griswold, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Folden Griswold, 
was born December 9, 1920, in Sparkman, Arkansas. He attended Malvern 
public schools, Monticello A. & M., and Louisiana State University at 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, afterwards being employed by Kraft Paper 
Company in Mobile, Alabama. Entering the Army June 24, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Service 
School at Ft. Geo. Wright, qualifying as camouflage specialist and chief 
publications clerk. He departed December 1, 1942, for North Africa and 
remained overseas for three and a half years, participating in North 
African, Sicilian, and Italian campaigns. Sergeant Griswold is still in 
the service, stationed at Naples, Italy, and expects to return to the United 
States in May, 1946. He is married to the former Miss Carmalena 
Schiraloh, and his home is in Malvern, Arkansas. 
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Machinist’s Mate 1/c Carl Edward McClain, son of Mollie Sims and Leverett 
Stinson McClain, was born January 24, 1912, in Malvern, Arkansas. He 
attended Arkadelphia High School, afterwards being employed at Kelso’s 
Ready-to-Wear Store in Malvern. Entering the Coast Guard April 27, 
1942, he received boot training at Algiers, New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
served for two and a half years in the United States. After being honorably 
discharged September 24, 1945, at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned to 
Malvern, where he lives with his wife, Madge Francis. 





LEE C. McCLAIN 


Storekeeper 3/c Martha Stuart Griswold Rogers, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Folden Griswold, was born October 9, 1922, in Sparkman, Arkansas. 
She attended Malvern public schools, College of the Ozarks, and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College. Entering the Naval Reserve (Waves) February 13, 
1943, she received boot training at Hunter College, New York City, and 
attended Bryant & Stratton Storekeepers’ School in Boston, qualifying as 
storekeeper. She served in the United States for two years and 10 months 
and was honorably discharged December 12, 1945, in New York, N. Y. She 
lives in Malvern, Arkansas, with her husband, W. W. Rogers. 





WARREN F. GRISWOLD, JR. 
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JAMES W. DAUGHERTY 


T/4 Woodard L. Scrimshire, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Scrimshire, was 
born at Willow, Arkansas, on May 24, 1916. He received his education at 
the Willow High School and was engaged as a truck driver prior to enlisting 
in the 3rd Engineer Special Brigade on August 1, 1941. He received his 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and later became a cook. After 
more than two years’ service in the United States he was sent to the South 
Pacific Theater and was attached to the Headquarters Co., 8th Service 
Command. During his 23 months’ of overseas service he saw extensive 
action, including the Bismarck Archipelago and New Guinea campaigns. 
He was awarded the American Defense, American Theater, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater, and Philippine Liberation Ribbons, Marksmanship Medal 
(carbine), Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Fort Bliss, Texas. on December 2, 1945. He and Mrs. Scrim- 
shire are the parents of one child. 





TROY EDGAR NUTT 


S/Sgt. Joe Hershell Nutt, son of Mrs. Carrie Haynes, was born on Novem- 
ber 7, 1917, in Howard County and received his education at Mineral 
Springs (Arkansas) High School. He was employed as a farmer, teamster 
and carpenter until entering the Army (Medical Department) on June Pape, 
1941. Following basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, he attended service 
schools to qualify as a sanitary and surgical technician. Attached to Co. 
A, 80th Medical Bn., 10th Armored Division, he landed in Cherbourg, 
France, September 12, 1944, participating in the Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Southern Germany campaigns and later served with the Army of 
Occupation for three months. For meritorious service he was awarded 
the Bronze Star. Sergeant Nutt received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, September 28, 1945. He and his wife, Kathleen, are 


the parents of one child. 
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Pfc. James W. Daugherty, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Beason, was born — 
at Malvern, Arkansas. After completing his education by attending 
Malvern High School, he was engaged as truckdriver until entering the 
parachute branch of the Infantry on September 18, 1942. Receiving basic 
training at Camp Robinson, he qualified for expert rifleman. Attached 
to 542nd Parachute Infantry, Pfe. Daugherty landed in the European 
Theater of Operations on May 25, 1944, and saw service in Normandy, 
France, Holland, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. He was twice 
wounded in action and for meritorious service received the Purple Heart 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Belgian Fourragere, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
Distinguished Unit Badge, Good Conduct Medal, four Bronze Stars, and 
one Arrowhead. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
December 27, 1945, and now resides at Perla, Arkansas. 





WOODARD L. SCRIMSHIRE 


Seaman 1/c Troy Edgar Nutt is the son of Maggie and Charles Francis 
Nutt of Mineral Springs, Arkansas, where he was born on June 18, 1920. 
He completed his education in the Mineral Springs High School and was 
engaged in farming until entering the United States Navy on May 3, 
1944. Seaman Nutt served his boot training period at the United States 
Naval Training Station at San Diego, California, and then served the 
remainder of his almost two years in the service with the Navy Transport 
Department. He was honorably discharged at San Pedro, California, on 
February 19, 1946. He and his wife, Dorothy Marie, are the parents of 
two children. 





JOE HERSHELL NUTT 
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PhM 3/c Sanford R. Payne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Payne, was 
born November 11, 1926. He attended Malvern High School. Entering the 
Navy October 20, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Hospital Training School. He served for more than a year 
in the laboratory of U. S. Naval Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, and was 
honorably discharged July 5, 1946. His home is in Malvern, Arkansas. 





SANFORD R. PAYNE 


Watertender 3/c Wilfred L. Payne, son of Robert Lee Payne of Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born at Hopeville, Arkansas, in July, 1920. He was edu- 
cated at Malvern High School and was engaged in the lumber business 
until entering the United States Navy on June 29, 1944. After the com- 
pletion of his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he was sent to the 
Pacific theater in January, 1945. Overseas 10 months, he served with 
the Third Fleet during the Okinawa campaign and the bombardment of 
the Japanese mainland by that fleet. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he was 
returned to this country and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 10, 1946. He and his wife, the former Janet Strauss, 
have one child. 





WILFRED L. PAYNE 


Pfe. Harold Clovis Oswalt, son of Monroe and Cora Oswalt of Malvern, 
was born at Grapevine, Arkansas, on March 2, 1923. He completed his 
education at Malvern High School and was employed at the:City Grocery 
and Market and the McCoy Couch Furniture Company until entering the 
Army on January 14, 1948. Private Oswalt received his basic training 
at the Anti-Aircraft Training School at Camp Haan, California, and after 
attending the Judo School, he became a machinegunner with the 548th 
Anti-Aircraft Bn. Arriving in the European theater in September, 1944, 
he saw 17 months of overseas service with his unit which was attached 
to the 102nd Infantry Division. Private Oswalt saw action in the Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri on February 25, 1946. 





HAROLD C. OSWALT 


Maj. Paul Williams Hoover, son of John Lampton and Mary Gammil 
Hoover of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at Parkdale, Arkansas, November 
11, 1911. He attended Hendrix College and University of Arkansas 
Medical School where he received his M. D. degree. Major Hoover then 
completed special training at the Alameda County Hospital and the 
Baptist State Hospital before entering the Army Medical Corps on July 
11, 1942. He served three years as a general surgeon at the Percy Jones 
General Hospital and in May, 1945, was sent to Oahu, in the Hawaiian 
Islands. He remained overseas for 11 months and holds the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater, and the American Theater Ribbons. After serving three 
months with the Army of Occupation of Japan, he was returned to this 
country and was released from active duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on June 28, 1946. He and his wife, the former Mary Lasley, are the 
parents of two children. 
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ie entered military 






as attached to armored divisions 
pated in heavy fighting in Northern 
Ce _.Europe, the Ardennes and the 
hineland. Shortly before Christmas, 1944, Sergeant 
—Cunni Spee was. canter by the Germans at St. 
-Vith, Belgium, and held in prison until his libera- 
tion four months later. He was awarded the Expert 
_ Rifleman’s Badge, Expert Tommy Gun Badge, Ex- 
ert Light Machinegunner’s Badge, Expert Heavy 
achinegunner’s Badge, the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion, American Defense Ribbon Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart. He was honor- 
ably discharged on August 5, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


2.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c Thomas O. Elkins, son of 
Fred W. and Gusta Evans, was born at Malvern, 
Arkansas, December 18, 1917, and received his 
education in the Malvern public schools, after which 
he was employed by Clem’s Bottling Works, A. B. 
Cook Lumber Co. and Acme Brick Company at 
Malvern, and Eversharp, Inc., in Chicago. He 
entered the United States Navy on March 9, 1943, 
and received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, later 
attending service schools at Wahpeton, North Da- 
kota, and Inert Gas School at Bellville, New Jersey. 
This training made him thoroughly conversant with 
the operation of Uniflow Steam Engines, and after 
11 months in the United States he sailed for the 
war zone, participating in the invasion of Southern 
France, the Philippine Islands at Lingayen Gulf, 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, Europen-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Star, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Star and a Navy citation 
with one Star. He was honorably discharged at 
Bremerton, Washington, on October 21, 1945. He 
and his wife, Edna Georgene, are the parents of 
one child. 


3.—Petty Officer 2/c Roy Walton Johnson, son of 
John S. and Maggie M. Johnson, was born August 8, 
1905. After completing his education in the schools 
of Benton, Haskell and Hickory Grove (Arkansas), 
he worked for the Ohio Oil Company in Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Texas for 20 years. He entered the 


United States Naval Reserve on April 7, 1944,. 


received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
later attended Oil Burning School at the U. S. Navy 
Yard in Philadelphia and was assigned to duty as a 
watertender 2/c. After nine months’ service in 
Continental United States, he was honorably dis- 
charged from the service on January 9; 1945, at 
Oakland, California. He and his wife, Mrs. Jewell 
Hendrix Johnson, are the parents of two daughters. 


4.—2nd Lt. Virgil S. Johnson, son of John S. and 
Maggie Mae Johnson, was born at Benton, Arkansas, 
February 3, 1920. He graduated from Malvern High 
School and attended University of Arkansas two 
and a half years. Entering the Army Air Force on 
March 14, 1943, he received training at Santa Ana, 
California; Santa Maria, California; Pecos, Texas, 
and La Junta, Colorado. Lieutenant Johnson quali- 
fied for pilot and was attached to the Fifth Air 
Force, 17th Recon. Sqdn. Departing from the United 
States with the Fifth Air Force on May 21, 1944, 
for the South Pacific theater, he participated in 
the campaign of New Guinea and Philippine Islands 
and, after making 23 combat missions, his plane 
with all on board was lost from effects of enemy 
anti-aircraft fire about 10 miles off Mindoro, P. L., 
on December 26, 1944. He was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, 
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5.—Ist Lt. Denver H. Estes, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Harvey Estes of Malvern, Arkansas, was born 
December 7, 1917, at Estes, Arkansas, received his 
education at Magnet Cove (Arkansas) High School 
and Henderson State Teachers College and operated 
a filling station prior to entering the United States 
Army July 16, 1941. Following basic training at 
Camp Grant, Illinois, he was sent to Iceland and 
attached to the 167th Station Hospital for a tinie, 
later returning to Camp Barkeley, Texas, for officer 
training. Receiving his commission, he was at- 
tached to the 81st Infantry, (Wildcat) Division, and 
sent to the South Pacific Theater in July, 1944, and 
served in that area until he returned to the United 
States for honorable discharge from active duty on 
November 18, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


6.—Flight Officer Herbert David Estes, son of John 
Harvey Estes and Dolly Mayo Estes, was born at 
Willow, Arkansas, May 22, 1925. He received his 
education by attending Magnet Cove High Scivol. 
Entering the Army Air Corps September 20, 1943, 
he received basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and 
later attended Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa; Bombardier Pre-Flight School, Santa 
Ana, California; Advanced Bombardier School, Vic- 
torville, California, and Radar School at Boco 
Raton, Florida. He qualified as expert with the 
.30 caliber carbine M-1 July 12, 1944, and after 
completing his training served as radar instructor 
on B-29’s at Chatham Field, California, attached 
to Third Air Force. After serving two and a half 
years, he received the American Theater and World 
War II Victory Ribbons and was honorably dis- 
charged at San Antonio, February 1, 1946. 


7.—Pvt. George S. Hill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Hill of Malvern, Arkansas, was born on November 
16, 1918, at Pine Bluff. After completing his 
education he engaged in shoe repair work until 
his induction into the Army on January 7, 1942. 
Following basic training at Fort Francis E. Warren, 
Wyoming, and attendance at a special shoe repair 
service school, he was attached to the Quartermaster 
Corps and sent first to Iceland, participating later 
in the Ardennes, Central Europe, Normandy, North- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns. He was 
awarded the Bronze Arrowhead, the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal and La Croix de Guerre avec Palme, pre- 
sented by Gen. Charles De Gaulle for outstanding 
service. Private Hill was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 3, 1945. 


8.—T/5 Sherman Hill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Hill, was born at Malvern, Arkansas, April 25, 1917. 
He received his education by attending Malvern 
public schools. Enlisting in Army Ordnance De- 
partment November 10, 1941, he received basic 
training at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
later attending the Ordnance School at Aberdeen 
and specializing as truck driver. Attached to 40th 
Ordnance Company, he was sent to England Sep- 
tember 12, 1943, and participated in campaigns on 
the European continent and later in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater. He received Rifle Marksmanship 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory, American 
Defense, American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, 
European-African-Middle Eastern, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbons. Returning to the United States 
on December 17, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Bliss, December 23, 1945. He lives in Mal- 
vern. 
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9.—Capt. John L. Vanden Berg, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry G. Vanden Berg of 124 Hall St., Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born at Grand Haven, Michigan, 
and moved to Arkansas in February, 1936. He 
graduated from the Michigan College of Mining and 
Technology with a B. S. degree in civil engineering, 
after which he was employed as field engineer with 
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Papauan and New Guinea campaigns. He received 
the Meritorious Service Award, a Unit citation, 
Sharpshooter Medals (M-1 Garand rifle and car- 
bine) and Expert Medal for proficiency in the use 
of the .45 caliber pistol. n his return to the 
United States on November 1, 1944, Captain Vanden 
Berg was assigned to the Army Service Forces 
Training Center at Fort Belvoir and served as super- 
visor in charge of training Army engineers to be 
construction foremen in various theaters of opera- 
tions until his honorable discharge from active 
duty January 19, 1946. He and his wife, Mada 
Belle, are the parents of two children. 


10.—M/Set. Charles N. Hill, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Hill, was born at Malvern, Arkansas, June 6, 
1915. He received his education by attending Arka- 
delphia High School, afterwards being employed as 
automotive mechanic. Entering the Field ete at) 
April 21, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, later attending Field Artillery Replace- 
ment Training School and specializing as automotive 
mechanic. Attached to 381 F. A. Bn., 102nd Division, 
he was sent to the European Theater of Operations 
September 13, 1944, and participated in Central 
Europe and Rhineland campaigns. He qualified 
for carbine Sharpshooter’s Medal and for meritorious 
service was awarded European-African-Middle East- 
ern Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and American Theater and Victory Ribbons. 
Returning to the United States January 2, 1946, he 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
January 8, 1946. He lives in Malvern. 


11.—Segt. Hester C. Henson is the son of John D. 
and Allie Henson of Malvern, Arkansas, where he 
was born on March 28, 1922. He attended the 
Malvern schools and was employed as a truck driver 
until entering the military service January 21, 1942. 
Sergeant Henson served his basic training at Shoe- 
maker, California, and Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
and became a baker. In April, 1942, he was sent to 
England. Overseas a total of 32 months, he served 
with Engineer Aviation battalions throughout two of 
the hard-fought European campaigns. He was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, February 4, 1946. 


12.—Cpl. Joseph C. Hall, son of Edwin Loy and Ivie 
Eugenia Hall of Route 1, Malvern, Arkansas, was 
born in Little Rock July 17, 1924. After completing 
his education in the Malvern public schools, he was 
employed as a truck driver until his entrance into 
military service January 21, 1942. He was sent to 
Mobile, Alabama, for basic training and received 
further specialized instruction at Dyersburg, Ten- 
nessee, and Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, before 
proceeding with his unit, the 853rd Engineering Bn., 
to an African port in September, 1943. This heroic 
soldier was killed in action October 27, 1943, in the 
Mediterranean Sea, after only 21 days overseas, 
while upholding the highest traditions of the service. 


13.—Machinist Mate 2/c James Norse Hall, son of 
Edwin Loy and Ivie Eugenia Hall, was born at 
Malvern, Arkansas, February 22, 1922. He attended 
Malvern High School, afterwards being engaged 
as truck driver for House Lumber Company and 
heavy equipment operator in construction work. He 
was inducted into service October 5, 1942, and 
after basic training at Camp Endicott, Davisville, 
Rhode Island, was assigned to a Navy construction 
battalion as a heavy equipment operator. After 
five months’ service in the United States, Mate 
Hall departed for the Pacific theater March 5, 1943, 
and took part in the New Guinea, Biak, and Okinawa 
campaigns. He was awarded Expert Rifleman’s 
Badge, and was honorably discharged at» Camp 
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serve his basic training and Ju 
to the Philippines. Overseas eight 1s, 
served with the 611th and 610th Fi Ar 

Holder of the Asiatic-Pacifie T 

Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, Good Con-. 
duct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was honor- — 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 
26, 1946. He and his wife, Lorene, have one child. 


15.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 1/e George Vernon 
Spencer is the son of Amanda and the late T. J. 
Spencer of Malvern, Arkansas. Born February 21, 
1913, he was employed by the Mountain Valley 
Shoe Company at Malvern until entering military 
service with the U. S. Navy Seabees November 
14, 1942. He received his basic training at Camp 
Hollyday, Mississippi, and Camp Russio, California, 
and later received further training at Camp Endi- 
cott, Davisville, Rhode Island. After six months in 
this country, he arrived with his unit, the 82nd — 
Battalion, in the South Pacific area and took part 
in the New Georgia, Northern Solomons, Bougain- — 
ville and Okinawa campaigns. Overseas more than 
27 months, he earned the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the American 
Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
October 16, 1945, at Shoemaker, California. His 
wife is Verda Spencer. 















16.—Seaman 1/c Joseph Holt Pennington is the son 
of Rosie Lee and Edward William Pennington of 
Malvern, Arkansas, where he was born December 
24, 1924. Educated at Malvern High School, he 
entered the U. S. Navy May 8, 1943, and was sent 
to San Diego, California, for his boot training. 
After six months in this country he was sent to the 
South Pacific theater. Overseas 27 months, he 
saw action at Guam, the Marshall Islands, Iwo Jima 
and in the Philippines campaigns. Seaman Pen- 
nington is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the American 
Theater Ribbon, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, February 25, 1946. 


17.—Pfe. Martin J. Brooks, son of Mary F. and 
James R. Brooks, was born February 5, 1925, in 
Manning, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High 
School and was employed as a grocery clerk. Enter- 
ing the Infantry June 1, 1948, he received basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, qualifying as 
B. A.R. man and rifle marksman. After serving 
for more than a year in the United States, Pfe. 
Brooks departed August 24, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations, and remained overseas for 
eight months. He participated in the campaign of 
Northern France and was wounded in action No- 
vember 14, 1944. Pfc. Brooks was awarded Euro- 
pean-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon, Combat 
Infantry Badge and the Purple Heart, and was 
honorably discharged August 9, 1945, at Brooke 
General Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He lives 
in Malvern, Arkansas, with his wife, Cora Irene, and 
their daughter. 


18.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Mark Hilliard Jordan, 
son of Eva and Jessie James Jordan, was born 
September 29, 1921, in Beaton, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Shady | Grove, Beaton, and Arkadelphia 
schools. Entering the Navy Seabees June 2, 1944, 
he received boot training at Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Attached to the 88th Construction Battalion, Mate 
Jordan departed October 21, 1944, for the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas 
for more than a year. He participated in the Philip- 
pine liberation and was honorably discharged Feb- 
ruary 7, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in 
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1.—PhM 3/c Charles Everette Sebren, son of C. 
R. Sebren, was born August 16, 1917, in Malvern, 
Arkansas. He attended Malvern public schools, 
afterwards being engaged as shipping clerk at 
McCoy-Couch Furniture Manufacturing Company, 
Benton, Arkansas. Entering the Navy October 
4, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended U. S. N. Hospital Corps 
School. Departing April 14, 1944, for New Hebrides, 
Mate Sebren remained overseas for a year and 
seven months and participated in the Philippine 
campaign. After being honorably discharged Janu- 
ary 28, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee, he returned 
to his home in Malvern. 


2.—T/4 John Holland Gibbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward C. Gibbs (deceased), was born at Malvern, 
Arkansas, January 13, 1914. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Malvern High School, after which 
he was employed: as salesman by Lindahl Hardware 
Company and as clerk for the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad Co. He entered the Army February 28, 
1943, and received basic training at Camp White, 
Oregon, qualifying for clerk-typist. Attached to 
300th Combat Engineers, he departed from the 
United States on December 3, 1948, for the European 
theater, and participated in Rhineland, Ardennes, 
Central Europe, Normandy, and Northern France 
campaigns. He received the European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, Victory 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, November 22, 
1945. He and his wife, Eugenia, live in Malvern 
with their child. 


3.—Petty Officer 1/c W. F. Staggs, was born De- 
cember 17, 1917, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He was 
employed as a carpenter before entering the Navy 
Seabees May 10, 1943. Receiving boot training at 
Camp Perry, Virginia, he qualified as carpenter 
and was attached to the 100th Naval Construction 
Battalion. He departed December 1, 1944, for the 
Marshall Islands and remained overseas for two 
years, participating in campaigns of the Marshalls 
and the Philippines. After being honorably dis- 
charged November 16, 1945, at Norman, Oklahoma, 
he returned to Little Rock, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Corinne, and their one child. 


4.—Coxswain Melvin Roswell Sebren, son of Charles 
Ross Sebren, was born September 24, 1919, in Mal- 
vern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern public schools 
and Draughon’s Business College, afterwards being 
engaged as a timekeeper. Entering the U. S. Coast 
Guard June 18, 1942, he received boot training at 
Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn, N. Y., and attended 
Small Arms Training School, Sea Girt, N. J., and 
Small Boat Training School, Moriches, N. Y., quali- 
fying as rifle marksman. Coxswain Sebren served 
in the United States for more than three years and 
was honorably discharged October 10, 1945, at St. 
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and serving with the Army of Occupation for five 
weeks. Private Willis was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with designations for each 
engagement in which he participated, a medal de- 


noting proficiency in truck driving and expert 


marksmanship medals (machinegun and carbine). He 
was honorably discharged from the service Novem- 
ber 18, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and 
his wife, Geraldine, are the parents of two children. 


i 


Louis. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Mar- 
garet Louise. 


5.—Sgt. Ronald Lee Massey, son of Lloyd Edgar 
and Gussie Massey of Malvern, Arkansas, was 
born September 14, 1917, at Halstead, Kansas, 
moving with his parents to Arkansas in 1936. He 
attended Manual Arts High School in Los Angeles, 
California, and entered Army service August 12, 
1941. He was sent for basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and subsequently assigned to the 
307th Infantry, 77th Division. His unit served 
overseas three years, first in Bermuda for two years, 
then for one year in the South Pacific, where Ser- 
geant Massey participated in the bitter struggles 
for Guam and Leyte. Wounded on Leyte, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on July 1, 1945. He holds the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Expert Rifleman’s Badge, Good Con- 
duct Medal, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, American 
Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippines Liberation Ribbon, and the Purple Heart. 
He and his wife, Elizabeth, reside permanently at 
749 South Main St., Malvern, Arkansas. 


6.—Pvt. Elbert L. Brent, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dent 
Brent and husband of Lois Mae Brent, was born 
April 20, 1915, at Malvern, Arkansas. After at- 
tending Link (Arkansas) High School he was en- 
gaged in trucking until his entry into the Regular 
Army July 22, 1940. He served his basic training 
period at Fort Ord, California, going later to Depot 
Supply and Camouflage Schools. As a member of 
the 13th Engineers, Private Brent saw four and 
a half years Army service. He holds the Pre- 
Pearl Harbor Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and ° 
the Expert Rifleman’s Badge. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Beal, California, January 10, 
1945. His wife is Lois Mae Brent. 


7.—Yeoman 1/c Deane Hardy, Jr., is the son of 
Mrs. Deane Hardy of Malvern. Born at Malvern 


. February 17, 1926, he graduated from Malvern High 
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School in 1943 and attended Henderson State Col- 
lege. He was employed as a bookkeeper for the 
400 Service Station and in government survey work. 
Entering the Navy May 8, 1944, he was sent to 
Farragut, Idaho, for his boot training and received 
additional training at Bremerton, Washington. He 
became a yeoman and stenographer and was sent 
to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, October 31, 1944. Over- 
seas more than 17 months, he was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, on April 22, 1946. 


8.—Sgt. Fred Lohman Sebren, son of Charles Ross 
Sebren and the late Emma Pounders Sebren, was 
born August 12, 1923, in Malvern, Arkansas. He 
attended Malvern High School, afterwards being 
engaged as stockroom clerk for Scott’s Five and 
Ten-cent Store and machine operator for Interna- 

















with the 324th Infantry, 44th Infantry Division, he 
departed September 5, 1944, for Cherbourg, France, 
and remained overseas for 10 months, haps By Ctra 
in campaigns of Northern France, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe. Sergeant Sebren was awarded 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged November 15, 1945, at Camp Gruber, Okla- 
homa, he returned to Malvern, where he lives with 
his wife, Ruth. 


9.—Carpenters Mate 2/c Paul Elwood Burnett, son 
of the late Guy Burnett and Mrs. Lillie Deere 
Burnett was born April 10, 1917, at Perla, Arkan- 
sas, and attended Malvern High School, after which 
he was employed as rodman by W. E. Callahan 
Construction Co. of Hope and Waco, Texas. He 
entered the Navy Seabees November 27, 1942, and 
received boot training at Camp Bradford, Norfolk, 
Virginia. Attached to the 56th Naval Construction 
Battalion he left the United States March 27, 19438, 
for the Hawaiian Islands and participated in the 
invasion of Guam. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star for 
meritorious service and received his honorable dis- 
charge September 7, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


10.—Radioman 3/e Connie Lester Shuffield, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Shuffield, was born at Lambert, 
Arkansas, December 26, 1911. He received -his 
education by attending Marcus High School and 
Capitol City Business College at Little Rock, after 
which he engaged in farming and was employed as 
deputy county clerk, deputy circuit clerk, and county 
tax assessor. Entering the Navy March 30, 1944, 
he received boot training at Naval Training Station, 
San Diego, and by attending Naval Training School 
at Texas A. & M., College Station, Texas, qualified 
as radioman. He departed from the United States 
November 2, 1944, for the Admiralty Islands, serving 
with Amphibious Training Group of the Seventh 
Fleet in Hollandia, New Guinea, and at Subie Bay 
in the Philippines. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific, Philippine Liberation, and Victory Ribbons 
and received an honorable discharge December 17, 
1945, at Memphis. He lives in Malvern with his 
wife, Ozee, and their child. 


11.—Flight Officer David Martin Phelps is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Van Buren Phelps of Mal- 
vern, Arkansas. Born at Malvern October 31, 1914, 
he attended Malvern High School and was employed 
as a grocery salesman and as an Army primary 
flight instructor at Grider Field, Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Army Air Corps June 27, 1944, 
he was sent to Randolph Field, Texas, for his basic 
training and later attended the First Officer’s 
Training Unit at Rosecrans Field, St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri. He was commissioned as a pilot and assigned 
to the Air Transport Command. Flight Officer 
Phelps made several trips overseas while ferrying 
planes for the Army Ferry Division. He was re- 
leased from active service at Maxwell Field, Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, January 25, 1946. His wife is 
the former Evelyn Zoe Perry. 


12.—Seaman 1/e Jewell Connie Connell, son of Lon- 
zie and Kate Connell of Malvern, Arkansas, was 
born in Hot Spring County August 3, 1914. After 
completing his education at the Malvern schools he 
was employed as a salesman until entering the 
U. S. Navy November 18, 1948. Seaman Connell 
served his boot training period at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and then attended the Gunner’s School. He 
served in the continental United States for one year 
and was then sent to duty overseas. Overseas one 
year, he was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged at Shoemaker, California, 
September 21, 1945. His wife is Margaret Edna 
Connell. 


13.—Cpl. Lewis L. Connell, son of L. M. and Kate 
Connell, was born March 11, 1911, in Hot Spring 
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of Occupation in Tokyo before returning to Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, to receive his honorable dis- 
charge October 21, 1945. His wife is Blanche Connell. : 


14.—Cpl. Earl M. Deeve, son of John G. and Verna 
O. Deeve of Malvern, Arkansas, was born June 9, 
1923, at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He completed his 
education at Malvern High School and entered the 
military service June 15, 1943. After serving his 






School and was assigned to an aircraft repair unit. 
Corporal Deeve served 16 months in the United 
States and was then sent to the Pacific theater in 
November, 1944. Overseas a total of 15 months, 
he won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, the American Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, February 6, 1946. 


15.—Aviation Radioman 3/c Isaac Billy Crumby, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Ashley Crumby, was born at 
Malvern, Arkansas, January 13, 1925. He received 
his education at Malvern High School, after which 
he was employed as service station attendant by 
Riley’s Esso Service and as shipping clerk by 
Malvern Gravel Company. Entering the Navy June 
1, 1943, he received boot training at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, and by attending Radio Ground School 
qualified for radio operator with rating as aviation 
radioman 3/c. After two years and seven months’ 
service with Squadron 18-A, Assembly and Repair, 
he was honorably discharged at Corpus Christi, 
January 2, 1946, returning to Malvern, where he 
lives with his wife, Lota Frances. 


16.—S/Segt. Clint J. Fuller, Jr., son of Clint J. and 
Sarah Jane Fuller, was born at Donaldson, Arkan- 
sas, September 9, 1923, and received his education 
at Malvern High School, the University of Arkan- 
sas, Henderson State Teachers College, and West 
Texas State College. He entered the Army Air 
Forces February 28, 1948, receiving basic training 
at Miami Beach, Florida. By later attending Gun- 
nery (Aerial) Service School and Aircraft Armozer 
School, he qualified for service as a gunner-armorer 
on B-24’s. Sergeant Fuller landed in Scotland in 
June, 1944, and participated in the Normandy, 
Northern France, and Central European campaigns 
and was wounded in action July 7, 1944, and Gc- 
tober 30, 1944. He was awarded the Air Medal 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart ‘with 
one Oak Leaf Cluster, European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, and received an honorable 
discharge at Miami Beach October 1, 1945. 


17.—T/4 Thomas E. Toler, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas E. Toler, Sr., was born August 14, 1911, 
in Sheridan, Arkansas. He graduated from Sheri- 
dan High School and attended Arkansas Polytechnic 
College at Russellville, Arkansas, for two years, 
and Henderson State Teachers’ College at Arkadel- 
phia, graduating with B. A. degree, history and 
social science major, and English major. He was 
afterwards engaged for six years as social science 
teacher and coach in Malvern High School and for 
three years and nine months as assistant manager 
of the U. S. Employment Service at Fort Smith. 
Entering the Field Artillery April 8, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Custer, Michigan, and 
Camp Maxey, Texas, and attended Administrative 
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School Troops, Field Artillery School, 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and American Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April 22, 


1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to 


Malvern, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Pansy, and their son. He is now employed as 
manager of the industrial division of the U. S. 
Employment Service in Little Rock, Arkansas. 


18.—S/Sgt. Carl D. Davis, son of Mrs. Emma Davis, 
was born October 7, 1921, in Malvern, Arkansas. 
He attended Malvern School. Entering the Army 
Air Force January 6, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Arma- 
ment School at Buckley Field, Colorado, qualifying 
as airplane armorer. Attached to the 364th Fighter 
Group, he departed February 2, 1942, for England 
and remained overseas for more than a year and a 
half, participating in the air offensive over Europe 
and the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. After 
being honorably discharged September 26, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his 
home in Malvern. 


19.—Sgt. James M. Davis, son of Mrs. Elma Davis, 
was born December 28, 1923, in Malvern, Arkansas. 
He attended Malvern School, afterwards being em- 
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1.—Sgt. Carl E. Brooks, son of Fannie and Fred W. 
Brooks, was born February 13, 1925, in Malvern, 
Arkansas. He attended Malvern High School, after- 
wards being employed as clerk at the Bank of Mal- 
vern for one year and as laboratory assistant at 
National Lead Company. Entering the Army Air 
Forces December 10, 1943, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended A. A. F. 
Supply School, qualifying as supply clerk and 
carbine expert. After serving more than a year in 
the United States attached to the 71st Depot Repair 
Sqdn., he departed May 7, 1945, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations and during his 10 
months overseas participated in the campaign of 
Ryukyus. Sergeant Brooks was awarded World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
and one Bronze Service Star. After being honor- 
ably discharged April 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Malvern. 


2.—Pvt. William F. Brooks, son of Fred W. and 
Fannie Brooks, was born May 6, 1919, at Malvern, 
Arkansas, graduated from high school there and 
became a chemist for the National Lead Company, 
serving in that capacity until his induction into the 
United States Army January 8, 1944. Sent to Camp 
Kohler, Sacramento, California, for basic training, 
he qualified as dental assistant, X-ray technician 
and physician’s assistant and served 11 months with 
the Signal Corps and the Medical Corps. Holder 
of the Sharpshooter’s Medal, Private Brooks was 
honorably discharged at DeWitt General Hospital, 
Auburn, California, December 1, 1944. His wife is 
Ruby Jean Brooks. 


3.—Pyt. Arthur Thurman Bashaw, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. M. Bashaw of Malvern, Arkansas, was born 
January 14, 1912, in Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas 
in 1915. He attended Langley public schools and 
was employed by Acme Brick Company. Private 
Bashaw entered the Army Quartermaster Corps 
November 23, 1943, and received his basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California. His wife is Tressie 
Bashaw. No further information regarding the 
service record was furnished. 
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4.—T/3 Flay L. Burks is the son of Arlene and 
Curtis Burks of Malvern, Arkansas, where he was 
born May 17, 1921. He attended Malvern High 
School and Henderson State Teachers’ College and 
was engaged in farming until entering the military 
service August 23, 1942. He was sent to San Ber- 
nardino, California, for his basic training and then 
completed course at the Radio Repair School at 
Reno, Nevada. After one year in the United States, 
he was sent to the Eighth Air Force in England 
in August, 1943, and remained overseas for a total 
of 31 months. Sergeant Burks saw service in 
England, France and Germany, and was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, March 18, 1946, after his long 
service with the 1097th Signal Company Service 
Group. He and his wife, the former Margaret 
Vantrese, now make their home at Malvern. 


5.—Pfe. Worley N. Burks, son of Curtis and Arleene 
Burks, was born at Saginaw, Arkansas, on July 14, 
1923. He received his education by attending Mal- 
vern public schools, graduating from high school 
in 1941, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Entering the Army January 14, 1948, he received 
basic training at Camp Haan, California, where he 
attended Cooks and Bakers Service School and 
qualified for cook. Attached to 546th A.A. A. 
(AW), Third Army, Private Burks departed from the 
United States April 20, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations, participating in the Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and Central 
European campaigns. He received the European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with four Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the 
United States on December 28, 1945, he received 
an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Janu- 
ary 4, 1946. 


6.—T/5 Malcolm M. Bateman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Ellis Bateman, was born at DeKalb, Mississippi. 
He received his education in the Clarksdale (Mis- 


‘ sissippi) and DeKalb public schools, after which 


he engaged in farming prior to entering the United 


'. 


- 


‘States Army September 3, 1942. Following basic 


training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, he later attended 
Cooks and Bakers School, qualifying as a cook. 
Attached to A. F. R. T. C., 7th Battalion, he saw 


more than two and a half years’ of action in North 


Africa and Italy, participating in the campaigns of 
Tunisia, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, North 


- Apennines and the Po Valley. He was awarded the 


European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon 
with six Battle Stars and a Unit Citation with 
Wreath. He received an honorable discharge at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 15, 1945. 


7.—Pvt. Virgil E. Van Bibber, son of Rev. and Mrs. 
W. C. Van Bibber of 711 North Hill Street, Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born December 30, 1926 at Blythe- 
ville, Arkansas. He attended Blytheville public 
schools and was later engaged in farming and de- 
fense plant work. Private Van Bibber entered the 
United States Infantry May 9, 1944, and received 
his basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas. He and 
his wife, Sybil Ann, have one child. No further 
information regarding the details of Private Van 
Bibber’s service record were furnished. 


8.—S/Set. Willard Eugene Bost, son of Alfred 
Gerome and Viola Lee Bost, was born August 15, 
1923, at Maumelle, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending the public schools at Cross 
Roads, Fuller, and Malvern, after which he was 
employed by the Van Veneer Company and the 
National Lead Company. Entering the Infantry 
January 14, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson and Ft. Lewis, Washington, qualifying 
for section leader. Sergeant Bost departed from 
the United States September 4, 1944, for Cherbourg, 
France, participating in the campaigns of Northern 
France, Rhineland, and Central Europe. He was 
once wounded in action and received the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
Returning to the United States July 20, 1945, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Robinson, No- 
vember 12, 1945. 


9.—Chief Petty Officer Leonard Glover Moody, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Moody, was born December 
29, 1821, in Malvern, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Malvern High School. Entering the Navy Decem- 
ber 21, 1940, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Gunnery and _ Aviation 
Schools. He served for three years in the South- 
west Pacific Theater of Operations, participating in 


_ eight major battles and being awarded Presidential 


Citation and other acknowledgments of active duty. 
He is still in service in Panama. His home is in 
Malvern. — 


10.—Aviation Chief Metalsmith Kenneth E. Hardy, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Hardy, was born August 
8, 1912, in Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern 
public schools, afterwards being employed by the 
Tailor Shop. Enlisting in the Navy in 1935, he was 
stationed for 23 months at San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
and also served at Honolulu, Hawaii; the Philippines; 
Alaska; the Aleutians; Canada; South America; 
the east and west coasts of the United States, and 
the Naval Air Base at Olathe, Missouri. After 
being honorably discharged in September, 1945, he 
reenlisted and is now stationed in the Hawatian 
Islands. His home is in Malvern. 


11.—Pvt. Carl Howard Smith of Malvern, Arkansas, 
is the son of Walter O. and Susie Smith of Law- 
renceburg, Tennessee. He entered the military 
service September 17, 1942, and was sent to Camp 
Robinson at Little Rock for his basic Infantry 
training. Upon completion of his training he be- 
came a rifleman and served 23 months in the military 
service, serving in the Infantry throughout. He was 
honorably discharged at San Antonio, Texas, Au- 
gust 5, 1944. He and his wife, the former Annie 
Lou Womble, are the parents of two children. 


12.—_Seaman 2/c Edgar Clark Womble, son of 
Marion Glenn Womble of Malvern, Arkansas, was 
born at Louisville, Mississippi, in 1927, and moved 
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to Arkansas in 1939. He aitended the -Calhoun, 
Mississippi, and Wilson, Arkansas, schools and 
entered the U. S. Navy February 21, 1944. He was 
sent to Great Lakes, Illinois, to serve his boot train- 
ing period and in August, 1944, was sent to the 
South Pacific theater. Overseas 16 months, Seaman 
Womble served with Naval air forces and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars. He was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, February 5, 1946. 


13.—Pfe. Thomas Glenn Womble was the son of 
Marion Glenn Womble of Malvern, Arkansas. Born 
at Louisville, Mississippi, he came to Arkansas in 
1939. He was educated in the Calhoun, Mississippi, 
and the Wilson, Arkansas, schools and entered the 
military service January 3, 1944. Assigned to the 
Infantry, Private Womble received his basic train- 
ing at Camp Fannin, Texas, and after 10 months in , 
this country, was sent to the European theater in 
October, 1944. Sent to the front in Belgium during 
the terrific fighting of the Battle of the Bulge, he 
was killed in action December 25, 1944. This brave 
soldier had been in combat only one day before his 
death in battle. He is survived by his wife, the 
former Ivy Merline Nutt, and their child. 


14.— Fireman 1/c William Joseph Collie, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Olen G. Collie, was born May 38, 1926, in 
Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High 
School, afterwards being engaged as an electrician. 
Entering the Navy May 28, 1944, he received boot 
training at Camp Wallace, Texas, qualifying as 
electrician. He departed September 19, 1944, for 
New Guinea and remained overseas for a year and 
seven months, participating in the Philippine cam- 
paign. Fireman Collie was awarded American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged June 7, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
Malvern, Arkansag. 


15.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c James E. Griggs, son of 
Julia and Fred Lawson Griggs, was born April 12, 
1926, in Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern 
High School, afterwards being employed by the 
Plunkett-Jarrell Wholesale Company. Entering the 
Navy Seabees September 13, 1944, he received boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, qualifying as machinist 
and expert marksman. Mate Griggs served for 10 
months in the United States and departed July 25, 
1945, for Okinawa, remaining overseas for 11 months. 
He participated in the Okinawa campaign and spent 
nine months with the occupational forces. He was 
awarded Unit Commendation and was honorably dis- 
charged June 11, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
returning to his home in Malvern, Arkansas. 


16.—Cpl. Jack B. Griggs is the son of Fred and Julia 
Griggs of Route 3, Malvern, Arkansas, where he 
was born on April 26, 1924. He attended Malvern 
High School and was a crane operator until entering 
the military service May 15, 1948. He completed 
his Infantry basic training at Camp Polk, Louisiana, 
and was sent to Hawaii in October, 1944, with his 
unit, the 536th Armored Infantry Battalion. Overseas 
16 months, Corporal Griggs served in Hawaii, on 
Okinawa, and later with the Army of Occupation of 
Japan and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Good -Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 17, 1946. 


17.—Pfe. Ralph V. Griggs, son of Fred L. and Julia 
F. Griggs, was born at Malvern, Arkansas, and re- 
ceived his education in the Malvern and Rockport 
(Arkansas) public schools. Afterwards he was 
employed by a shipyard, sawmill and an aluminum 
plant. He entered the United States Army (In- 
fantry) January 8, 1944, and following basic training 
at Fort McClellan, Alabama, sailed with his unit 
July 25, 1944, for the European theater. He saw 
action in three battles and was wounded by tank 
shell fragments, later being taken prisoner and 
spending seven months in a prison camp at Moos- 
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1.—Lt. Commander William W. Stiles, son of Wil- 
liam Henry and Maude Beatrix Stiles, was born 
June 2, 1907, at Johnson City, Tennessee. He com- 
pleted “his education by attending Columbia Law 
School, after which he was employed as a police- 
man. Enlisting in the U. S. Coast Guard July 1, 
1942, he attended Service School at St. Augustine, 
Florida, qualifying for watch officer. He departed 
from the United States in July, 1942, for the Astiatic- 
Pacific theater and served overseas for three and a 
half years, participating in American, Asiatic- 
Pacific, and Philippine campaigns. He was honor- 
ably discharged March 16, 1946. Commander Stiles 
and his wife, Bess live in Malvern with their daugh- 
ter. 


2.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c Thomas L, Floyd, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Floyd, Sr., was born 
November 13, 1924, in Malvern, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Malvern High School. Entering the Navy 
Seabees October 12, 1948, he received boot training 
at Camp Perry, Virginia, and departed May 17, 
1944, for the Marianas Islands. Mate Floyd served 
overseas for a year and seven months, returning 
to the United States December, 1945.. He was 
honorably discharged April 6, 1946, at “Memphis, 
Tennessee, and returned to his home in Malvern. 


3.—T/Sgt. Coye William Thomerson, son of Homer 
P. Thomerson of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at 
Wattensaw, Arkansas, December 22, 1915. He 
attended Malvern High School and was a sales clerk 
until entering the Army Air Corps July 11, 1941. 
He served his basic training period at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and attended the Engine Me- 
chanic’s School at Chanute Field, Illinois, and the 
Transition Course at Amarillo, Texas. Sergeant 
Thomerson became an aerial engineer and after 
three and one-half years in this country he was sent 
to Kurmitla, India, in December, 1944, Overseas 
more than 11 months, he took part in the Central 
Burma and the India-Burma campaigns and is the 
holder of the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Distinguished 
Unit Badge, American Theater Ribbon, American 
Defense Service Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He 
was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at San Antonio, Texas, January 24, 1946. 
He and his wife, the former Mildred Scrimshire, are 
the parents of one child. 


4.—Seaman 1/e Marvin William Charles Holst, son 
of Rebecca Regie and Marvin Eugene Holst, was 
born January 2, 1925, in Malvern, Arkansas. He 
attended Malvern Grammar School, Edison Junior 
High School, and Huntington Park High School, 
afterwards being engaged as animal trainer. Enter- 
ing the Navy December 30, 1942, he received boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, and attended Machinists’ 
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and Sonar Schools, qualifying as boatswain. He 
departed September 3, 1943, for Wahu and Pearl 
Harbor and remained overseas for more than two 
years, participating in seven campaigns. Seaman 
Holst was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged January 5, 1946, at Terminal 
Island, San Pedro, California, he returned to his 
home in Malvern, Arkansas. 


5.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Howard Melton 
Hickman, son of William O. and Rachel C. Hickman, 
was born at Malvern, Arkansas, on November 20, 
1909, and after completing his education at Malvern 
High School was employed as a mechanic, truck 
driver, motorman and automobile salesman prior to 
entering the amphibious branch of the United States 
Navy on September 30, 1942. Completing boot train- 
ing at Farragut, Idaho, he later attended Diesel 
Service School at the University of Missouri, quali- 
fying as a Diesel engineer. After two years of 
service in the United States he sailed for the South 
Pacific theater on November 27, 1944, and saw 
extensive action at Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the 
Philippines. He was on the flagship of Rear Adm. 
Hall’s convoy of the first seaborne troops to enter 
Tokyo Bay for the historic signing of Japan’s sur- 
render. Mate Hickman received his honorable dis- 
charge at Shoemaker, California October 30, 1945. 


6.—Chief Carpenter’s Mate Robert Lee Berry, son 
of Albert Lee Berry, was born at Malvern, Arkansas, 
May 9, 1914, and attended Malvern public schools. 
He was married to Miss Zelda Ramick shortly before 
entering the United States Navy August 22, 1942. 
He was sent to Norfolk, Virginia, for boot training 
and later attended Courts and Boards School in 
California. He was attached to the United States 
Navy Shore Patrol in the capacity of chief in charge. 
After almost two and a half years of service he was 
honorably discharged at the San Pedro Receiving 
Station, California, December 29, 1944. 


7.—T/5 Roy J. Robinson is the son of Albert Marion 
Robinson of Route 2, Malvern, Arkansas. Born at 
Malvern March 16, 1921, he attended the Malvern 
schools and was engaged in bakery and natural gas 
work until entering the Army Air Corps September 
18, 1942. He was assigned to the Quartermaster 
branch of the Air Corps and received his basic 
training at Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina. 
In April, 1944, he was sent with his unit, the 906th 
Quartermaster Company to the New Guinea area 
in the Southwest Pacific theater. Overseas 20 
months, he saw action in the New Guinea, Southern 
Philippines, Okinawa and Luzon campaigns and won 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
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Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and the Vic- 
tory Ribbon. He was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, January 3, 1946. 


9.—S/Sgt. Wallace Earl Jones, son of Roscoe Jones 
of Flint, Michigan, was born at Nashville, Tennessee, 
February 12, 1914, and moved to Arkansas in 1919. 
He attended Gillett High School and was a painter- 
paperhanger and furniture salesman until entering 
the military service March 3, 1944. Assigned to the 
Engineers, he was sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
for his basic training and later attended the De- 
hydration School. Sergeant Jones became a mess 
sergeant and was sent to England in November, 
1944. Overseas more than 17 months, he took part 
in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Victory Ribbon 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 


discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Febru-. 


ary 14, 1946. He and his wife, the former Luvonia 
Grant, have one child. 


10.—Pvt. George Bethel Cox, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George B. Cox, Sr., 604 Page Avenue, Malvern, 
Arkansas, was born in that city November 11, 1917, 
and after graduating from Malvern High School 
attended the University of Arkansas. He enlisted 
in the United States Army (Field Artillery) March 
13, 1941, and was sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma for 
basic training. On June 1, 1942, this patriotic young 
American was accidentally shot and killed while still 
in training. He is survived by his parents. 


11.—Cpl. Leo J. Schweitzer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William John Schweitzer, was born at Perla, Arkan- 
sas, June 24, 1924. Following his graduation from 
Malvern High School, he was employed as saleman 
for Independent Linen Company until his induction 
into the Army January 20, 1943. He was sent to 
Camp Barkley, Texas, for basic training and later 
to clerical school for 19 weeks. Attached to the 
Medical Corps, 49th General Hospital, as a surgical 
technician, Corporal Schweitzer remained in the 
United States eight months before sailing in Septem- 
ber, 1943, for Sydney, Australia. During his 27 
months in the Pacific theater, he took part in the 
New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Northern 
Philippines campaigns. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and the Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
ee December 28, 1945, and returned to 
Perla. 


12.—S/Segt. Bernard Newton Nusko, son of Elsie W. 
and Charles Nusko, was born October 26, 1918, in 
Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High 
School and John Brown University, afterwards being 
engaged in construction work. Entering the Air 
Corps December 31, 1940, he received basic training 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and attended D-F 
Radio Operating and Mechanical School. Sergeant 
Nusko qualified as mess sergeant and carbine marks- 
man and served for five years in the United States. 
He was awarded American Defense Ribbon, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Vic- 
tory Medal. After being honorably discharged 
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: arles Nusko, was born January 2, 1922, 
5 lvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High 
school, afterwards serving as missionary at Baptist 
Institute, Little Rock, Arkansas. Entering the 
Coast Guard Reserve, he received basic training at 
Alameda, California, and attended Dog Training 
School at Ft. Robinson, Nebraska. He served for a 


-year and a half overseas and was awarded American 


Defense, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, Coast Guard and 
World War II Victory Ribbons, and Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged February 
28, 1946, he returned to his home in Malvern. 


14.—Pfc. Leonard Jefferson Thomas, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Jefferson Thomas, was born at Rolla, Ar- 
kansas, on October 30, 1921, and received his educa- 
tion at Lono (Arkansas) High School, after which 
he assisted in home farm work. Entering the Army 
October 15, 1942, he received his basic training at 
Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, and was later assigned 
to the Medical Department, 192nd General Hospital 
as a hospital ward attendant. Landing in Scotland 
in June, 1944, with his unit, he saw service in the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and Marks- 
manship Medals (rifle and carbine). He received 
an honorable discharge at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
October 24, 1945. 


15.—Pfe. Henry H. Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Jefferson Thomas, was born at Rolla, Arkansas, 
February 25, 1910, and after completing his educa- 
tion in the Rolla public schools was employed as 
a service station operator and oil field worker. He 
entered the Infantry October 1, 1942, and received 
his basic training at Fort Warren, Wyoming, later 
attending Ordnance Service School at Stockton, 
California. Attached to the 4th Armored Division, 
he departed from the United States December 28, 
1943, for the European Theater and saw service in 
Normandy and Northern France, receiving a leg 
wound in action. He was awarded the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, the European Theater Ribbon, 
Marksmanship Medals (rifle and machinegun), and 
the Purple Heart. Private Thomas received an 
honorable discharge at O’Reilly General Hospital, 
Springfield, Missouri, October 12, 1945. He and his 
wife, Anna Pauline, are the parents of one child. 


16.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c John Maurice Berry, son 
of Delia Lashee and Albert Lee Berry, was born in 
Malvern, Arkansas. He attended Malvern High 
School, afterwards being engaged as bulldozer oper- 
ator. Entering the Navy Seabees June 7, 1943, he 
received boot training at Camp Perry, Virginia, and 
attended Earth Moving School. Departing Febru- 
ary 25, 1944, for New Guinea, he served overseas 
for nearly two years. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 16, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to Malvern, where he lives with his 
wife, Dorothey Lea. . 


17.—T/5 Thomas L. Ashcraft, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. H. Ashcraft, was born August 19, 1926, in Sheri- 
dan, Arkansas. He graduated from Malvern High 
School and attended Ouachita College at Arkadel- 
phia for two years, where he received R. O.T.C. 
training. Entering the Army February 1, 1945, he 
was assigned to the 1719th Signal Corps and quali- 
fied as teletype operator. He is still in the service 
in Tokyo, Japan. His home is in Malvern, Arkansas. 


18.—2nd Lt. Herman H. Ashcraft, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. H. Ashcraft, was born November 3, 1924, at 
Tucker, Arkansas. He attended Malvern public 
schools, afterwards being employed as a carpenter’s 
apprentice. Entering the Army Air Corps May 8, 
1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, being commissioned September 8, 1944. 
Lieutenant Ashcraft departed January 27, 1945, for 
Italy with the 12th Reconnaissance Squadron, 3rd 
Group, and participated in the epee ae Rt the 
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LOUIS E. RAFFETY 


Ist Lt. Louis E. Raffety was the son of Mrs. Hazel Raffety Lemons and 
the husband of Mrs. Alice Campbell Raffety of Pine Bluff. Born in that 
city on May 12, 1921, he attended Pine Bluff High School and was a 
student there and caretaker of the National Guard Armory until entering 
military service with the National Guard December 23, 1940. He received 

his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and then saw service with 
his unit in Alaska. Returning to this country, he entered the Officer’s 
Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia, as a master sergeant Febru- 
ary 23, 1943, and was commissioned a second lieutenant May 26, 1943. 
Appointed instructor in the Officer’s Candidate School, he transferred 
to the Parachute Troops in August, 1943, and attended the Airborne 
School. After graduating from this school, he was sent to Rigging and 
Maintenance School and then to Camp McCall, North Carolina, for rigorous 
overseas training. Lieutenant Raffety arrived in Northern Ireland in 
February, 1944, and later was moved to England in preparation for the 
invasion of France. Assigned to the famous 101st Airborne Division, this 
brave officer was one of the first paratroopers to land on French soil and 
took part in the bitter fighting of the first invasion, as well as the battle 
for Sherbourg. He was later returned to England for a rest period and 
on September 17, 1944, participated in the invasion of Holland, serving 
at the Battle of Eindhoven which was the initial dropping zone for the 
101st Airborne Division. He was wounded by shrapnel in the legs Septem- 
ber 22 at Eindhoven and was killed in action in this battle September 30, 
1944. This gallant officer is buried in the Airborne Cemetery in Zon, 
Holland, in the vicinity of Eindhoven, where so many of our paratroopers 
fell. Lieutenant Raffety was the holder of the Good Conduct Medal, the 
American Defense: Service Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion for the Normandy invasion and the Purple Heart. He was also 
qualified as a sharpshooter with the rifle, B.A.R. and pistol. Lieutenant 
Raffety is survived by his wife and daughter. 
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CLARENCE B. SMITH, JR. 


Set. Clarence Britton Smith, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Britton 
Smith, Sr., was born October 27, 1922, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
graduated from Pine Bluff public school, afterwards being employed as 
machinist’s apprentice by the St. Louis South Western Railway Company. 
Entering the Infantry December 27, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he received Marksmanship Medal. After 
serving for nearly two years in the United States at I.R.T.C. Infantry 
Training Center, Sergeant Smith departed in September, 1944, for France, 
Belgium, and Germany. He participated in the battle of the Ardennes 
Bulge and was killed in action February 9, 1945, during an attack at Hasen- 
feld, Germany, on the Roer River, with General Hodges’ First Army, 
Co. K, 9th Infantry Division. He was buried in Henri Chapelle Cemetery 
in Belgium. Sergeant Smith was a member of the East Side Christian 
Church and the Boy Scouts of Pine Bluff. He is survived by his parents; 
his wife, Bettie; his son, Larry Britton; three sisters, Mrs. E. R. Atkinson 
of Houston, Texas, and Misses Vera and Nelda Mae Smith of Pine Bluff; 
and his grandmother, Mrs. Dollie Z. Crone of Little Rock. 
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JOHN O. WILLIAMS 
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_ Lt. Col. John Oliver Williams, son of Dr. Henry Eugene Williams 


and Mrs. Jenny Williams of Pine Bluff was born at Pine Bluff 
November 20, 1903. He attended Pine Bluff High School, the 
University of Arkansas, and is a graduate of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, New York, with the class of 
1928. He served at Fort Crook, Nebraska; Brooks Field, Texas; 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Fort Davis, Panama Canal Zone, and 
Fort Benning, Georgia. He saw almost five years of service in 
the Panama Canal Zone before joining the famed Third Infantry 
Division in December, 1941. In October, 1942, he sailed with 
the division for the invasion of North Africa and served as 
regimental executive officer with the 7th Infantry of the Third 
Division. Colonel Williams fought throughout the Tunisian 
campaign and then entered the Sicilian campaign. This gallant 
soldier was killed in action near Agrigenton, Sicily, July 16, 
1943, while on a patrol] in enemy territory. He was the holder 
of the Presidential Unit Citation and was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart. Colonel Williams is survived by his wife, 
the former Annina Bond of San Antonio, Texas, and their three 
children, John Oliver, Jr., Nancy Ray, and Judith Ann Williams. 


Lt. (j. g.) Harlow Stewart Sanders, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harlow 
Sanders, was born September 28, 1922, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
He attended Hendrix College. Entering the Naval Reserve 
September 1, 1943, he attended Midshipmen’s School at North- 
western University. Lieutenant Sanders departed in March, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations and was later sent 
to the Pacific. Overseas for two years, he participated in the 
invasions of Normandy, Southern France, Luzon, and Okinawa, 
and spent nine months with the Army of Occupation. After being 
honorably discharged June 5, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he 
returned to his home in Pine Bluff. 
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HARLOW S. SANDERS 








S/Sgt. Fred E. Beitz, Jr., son of Fred Ernest and Addie Mabel 
Beitz of Redfield, Arkansas, was born at Dexter, Arkansas Sep- 
tember 20, 1922. He attended Fuller High School and Redfield 
High School and was a:mechanic until entering the Army Air 
Forces October 21, 1942. Sergeant Beitz was sent to Hondo, 
Texas, for his basic training and to Mechanic’s School at Gulf- 
port, Mississippi, and Gunnery School in Texas. He became a 
flight engineer and after two years of training in this country, 
he arrived in Italy in April, 1944. Sergeant Beitz saw one year 
of foreign service and took part in the Rome-Arno and Naples- 
Foggia campaigns. He was seriously wounded and was awarded 
the Purple Heart as well as the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster and the Presidential Unit Citation. He was returned to 
this country and was honorably discharged at Tuscaloosa, Ala- 


bama, March 22, 1946. 





FRED E. BEITZ, JR. 


T/4 Samuel Wayne Beitz, son of Fred Ernest and Addie Mabel 
Beitz of Redfield, Arkansas, was born at Sweet Home, Arkansas, 
June 27, 1925. He attended Fuller and Redfield High Schools 
and was employed as a clerk and mechanic until entering the 
Army September 8, 1943. Sergeant Beitz completed his basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and after seven months in the 
United States was sent to Naples, Italy, in April, 1944. He joined 
the famous 34th Infantry Division of the Fifth Army and 
served with this unit throughout the hard fighting of the Rome- 
Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley campaigns in Italy. Over- 
seas more than 20 months, Sergeant Beitz was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 
He served seven months with the Army of Occupation of Ger- 
many and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, December 30, 1945. 
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SAMUEL W. BEITZ 





S/Sgt. Edward L. K. Talbot, son of Dr. and Mrs. John Allen 
Talbot, was born March 17, 1917, in Fordyce, Arkansas. He 
attended Chemical Warfare Service School. He participated in 
the Louisiana maneuvers and received desert warfare training 
in the Mojave Desert in California under the command of Gen. 
George Patton, Jr. His regiment was then transferred to Camp 
Pickett, Virginia, and from there to Indiantown Gap, Pennsyl- 
vania, before sailing for England September 5, 1943. After 
participating in extensive pre-invasion maneuvers in Southern 


_England, the 36th Armored Infantry landed on the Normandy 


Beach June 16, 1944, and was in action under General Hodges’ 
First Army. Sergeant Talbot was wounded at the Battle of St. Lo 
and was hospitalized in England. He was awarded the Silver 
Star Medal, Purple Heart, American Theater Campaign Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star, American Defense Service Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, 
and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged Novem- 








EDWARD L. K. TALBOT 





Sgt. John Allen Talbot, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. John Allen Talbot, 
Sr., was born February 18, 1916, in Fordyce, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Pine Bluff High School; A. & M. College at Monticello; 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, and the University of Arkan- 
sas. A member of the National Guard, 153rd Infantry, he entered 
the Army February 10, 1941, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, re- 
ceiving basic training with the Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany, 153rd Infantry, which was later moved to Camp Murray, 
Washington. In January, 1942, he was transferred to Yakatat, 
Alaska. Returning from Alaska in March, 1944, to Ft. Lawton, 
Seattle, Washington, was transferred to Camp Beauregard, Lou- 
isiana. Reassigned to the Guard and Administrative Detachment, 
G-2 Section, at Miami Beach, Florida, he was later assigned to 
Army Air Force Redistribution Station No. 2 in Miami Beach. In 
December, 1944, Sergeant Talbot was sent by the Air Corps to 
Washington and Lee University for a course in Personnel Affairs 
and returned to Miami Beach as chief clerk in the personnel 
affairs office. He spent 26 months overseas, and his total service 
covered a period of four years and seven months. He was 
awarded American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
September, 1945, at Miami Beach, Florida, and lives in Miami 
with his wife, Thelma. 
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ber 30, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
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JOHN A. TALBOT, JR. 
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Maj. George Byron Talbot is the son of | 
of Pine Bluff, where he was born Novem! 
tended the Baylor School at Chattanooga, Tennessee; I 
College at Conway, Arkansas, and the University of Arkan 
School of Medicine at Little Rock. Major Talbot entered m 
tary service April 20, 1941, as a reserve medical officer. He was — 
sent to the Medical Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks, | 
Pennsylvania, and later attended the School of Aviation Medicine ~ 
at San Antonio, Texas. He became a flight surgeon and served 
in this country until he was sent to England in March, 1944. 
Overseas more than 16 months, he saw action in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Central France and Germany fighting and in 
the air battles over England. For his faithful work he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the 
Bronze Star Medal, Presidential Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster and the Victory Ribbon. He was released from active 
service at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 26, 1945. He and — 
wife, Helen Downie Talbot, have one son, George B. Talbot, Jr. 



























GEORGE Bb. TALBOT 


Maj. John Henry Talbot is the son of Ella Bunn and Jefferson 
Beauregard Talbot of Pine Bluff, where he was born December 
27, 1907. He attended Pine Bluff High School, the University 
of Alabama and Tulane University, and was employed as director 
of finance for the WPA and as an accountant by Haskins & Sells 
of New Orleans, Louisiana. Entering military service May 26, 
1942, he was assigned to the Air Corps and was sent to the 
Officer’s Training School at Miami Beach, Florida. Major Talbot 
became a personnel staff officer and adjutant and served two and 
one-half years in this country at the Yuma Army Air Field, 
Yuma, Arizona. Arriving on Saipan Island in the Marianas in 
December, 1944, he served with his unit, the 318th Fighter 
Group, throughout the Eastern Mandates, Western Pacific, and 
Ryukyus campaigns and in the general air offensive against 
Japan. He was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. Return- 
ing to this country, Major Talbot was placed on inactive duty 
February 7, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, 
Virginia Lee, have one child. 
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JOHN H. TALBOT 
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Ist Lt. William W. Phillips, Jr., son of Helen Bradford and Wil- 
liam W. Phillips, Sr., was born December 29, 1922, in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High School and the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas for three years. A member of the R. O. T. C. 
since October 2, 1942, he entered the Reserve Corps of the 
Cavalry October 2, 1942, and was called to active duty June 20, 
1943. He received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, quali- 
fying as tank unit commander and Cavalry reconnaissance 
platoon leader. After serving for a year and a half in the United 
States with the 30th Cav. Ren. Sqdn., including six months at 
Ft. Riley, Kansas, he departed January 1, 1945, for LeHavre, 
France. Overseas for six months, Lt. Phillips participated in 
campaigns of Rhineland and Central Germany. He was wounded 
in action April 16, 1945, at Thurland, Germany, about 50 miles 
southwest of Berlin, and received the Purple Heart. He is still 
in the service. His wife, and their child live in Pine Bluff. 


WILLIAM W. PHILLIPS, JR. 





* 


Capt. Virgil K. Meroney is the son of Mrs. Hattie Meroney of Pine Bluff, 
where he was born February 16, 1921. He first entered the National 
Guard May 24, 1937 and went into active service with the 153rd Infantry 
December 23, 1940, after graduating from Pine Bluff High School. Com- 
pleting his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he transferred 
to the Air Corps in March, 1942, and received his flight training at Visalia, 
California, Merced, California, and Luke Field, Arizona. Commissioned 
as a pilot, Captain Meroney arrived in England in June, 1943, and was 
assigned to the 352nd Fighter Group. He flew more than 80 combat mis- 
sions before being shot down and captured by the Germans on April 8, 
1944. He had 13 enemy planes to his credit. After one year in German 
prison camps, he escaped on April 7, 1945, and contacted American forces. 
Holder of the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Purple Heart 
for wounds suffered in Germany, he has applied for a commission in the 
Regular Army and is now on active duty. He and his wife, Mildred Louise, 
have one son. 





VIRGIL K. MERONEY 


JAMES W. JOHN, JR. 





T/Sgt. James William John, Jr., is the son of Dr. and Mrs. J. W. John of 
Pine Bluff and was born in that city December 27, 1917. He attended the 
Kilgore Junior College at Kilgore, Texas, and Arkansas A. & M., and 
was employed by the Kenneth Kraft Company of Pine Bluff until entering 
military service April 1, 1941. Sent to Randolph Field, Texas, for basic 
training, he later attended special schools at Lowry Field, Colorado, and 
became an aerial photographer and laboratory technician. Arriving in New 
Guinea with his unit, the 59th Service Group, in October, 1943, he saw 
more than two years of overseas duty and took part in the New Guinea, 
Bismarck Archipelago, Southern Philippines, Western Pacific, China, 
Ryukyus and Northern Philippines campaigns and in the general air of- 
fensive of Japan. He was awarded the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippines Libera- 
tion Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, and the Victory Ribbon. Sergeant 
John was honorably discharged November 14, 1945, at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
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Pfc. Chester Le Reynolds, son of Genevieve Lucina and Clarence L 
Reynolds, was born January 20, 1925, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He g tended 
Pine Bluff Grade and High Schools. Entering the Engineers March 11, © 
1943, he was called to active duty March 18, 1943, and received basic 
training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. He ‘attended Ordnance Depot 
School and qualified as construction equipment mechanic and carbine 
marksman. Attached to the 735th Engineers, he departed January 20, 
1944, for Guadalcanal, and remained overseas for two years, engaged in 
construction work in the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations and 
driving bulldozers, heavy trucks and trailers, motor shovels, and draglines 
while building roads, leveling fields, and filling ditches. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon. After being honorably discharged February 1, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 





CHESTER L. REYNOLDS 


Pvt. John R. Sanders is the son of Mrs. Sophie B. Sanders of Pine Bluff. 
Born in that city July 6, 1911, he completed his education at Pine Bluff 
High School and was employed as a yard clerk for the Cotton Belt Railroad 
at Pine Bluff until entering the Army January 3, 1944. He had first seen 
military service with the National Guard, enlisting in 1930. Private Sanders 
was sent to the New Orleans, Louisiana, Army Air Base for his basic 
training and upon completion of his training was assigned to an Army 
railroad battalion. He remained in this unit during the remainder of his 
10 month’s of Army service and was honorably discharged September 25, 
1944, at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. He is married and he and his wife, 
Jena Brown, have one child. 





JOHN R. SANDERS 


T/4 William B. Sanders, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Sanders, Jr., was born 
January 9, 1925, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Pine Bluff High School. Entering the Corps of Engineers March 
11, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 
attended Service School at Normal Ordnance Depot, San Antonio, Texas, 
qualifying as construction machine operator, bandsman, and marksman. 
After serving in the United States attached to the 735th Engineers and 
386th A. S. F. Band, he departed January 20, 1944, for Guadalcanal and 
served overseas for six months. Sergeant Sanders was injured in line of 
duty on Guadalcanal and hospitalized for more than a year. He was awarded 
the South Pacific Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Theater Ribbon. After being honorably discharged March 15, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in Pine Bluff. 
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WILLIAM B. SANDERS 


T/3 Jimmie L. Hall, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry William Hall, Sr., was 
born July 7, 1923, at Tarry, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School. Entering the Corps of Engineers February 22, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and by attending Maintenance 
School at Granite City, Illinois, he qualified for shop maintenance me- 
chanic. After completing his training in the United States, he departed 
January 20, 1944, for Guadalcanal and served in the Solomon Islands cam- 
paigns. He received Rifle Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory and 
American Theater Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Sheridan, 
Illinois, returning to Pine Bluff, where he lives with his wife, Ruth. 
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_The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Seaman 1/c William James Shepherd, III, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
James Shepherd, Jr., was born September 12, 1926, in Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Pine Bluff High School. Enlisting in the Navy June 9, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Submarine School, Sound School, and School of the Boat, qualifying as 
gunner’s mate and rifle sharpshooter. He departed March 19, 1945, for 
Japan and remained overseas for more than eight months. He was in 
Tokyo Bay during the signing of surrender documents and spent two 
months with the occupational forces in Japan. Seaman Shepherd was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Vic- 
tory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
e ne 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Pine 
eae 





WILLIAM J. SHEPHERD, III 


Pfe. Roy William Morley, son of Nina Cheshire and Roy Richard Morley, 
was born January 31, 1926, in McGehee, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Pine Bluff High School and attended The Citadel, Charleston, S. C. 
Entering the Field Artillery and Engineers August 22, 1944, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, qualifying in marksmanship. He 
served in the United States for 10 months with the 624th Field Artillery 
before departing June 17, 1945 for Manila on Luzon. He later moved to 
Los Banos, Luzon, attached to 191st Field Artillery Group. On December 
1, 1945, was transferred to MP duty Manila Harbor, and December 18, 1945, 
transferred to 1542d Engineer Base Survey Co. of the 29th Topographical 
Bn. Private Morley served 14 months on Luzon and received the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Philippine Inde- 
pendence Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged August 19, 1946 at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 





ROY W. MORLEY 


1st Lt. Charles R. Sudduth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Max Sudduth, was born at 
Little Rock, October 12, 1924. After completing his education at Pine Bluff 
High School he entered the Army Air Corps on June 12, 1948, receiving 
basic training at Miami Beach, Florida. Later attending Syracuse Uni- 
versity, he qualified for bombardier. After serving 20 months in the 
United States, he departed February 9, 1945, for the Southwest Pacific 
and was wounded in action at Canton, China, July 12, 1945. Lieutenant 
Sudduth received the Air Medal with one Cluster, Purple Heart, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, Victory Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star. He 
was honorably discharged at Pine Bluff, January 2, 1946. 





CHARLES R. SUDDUTH 


S/Sgt. Clyde Victor Hussey, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Victor Hussey 
of Pine Bluff was born at Fitzgerald, Georgia, February 26, 1925. He 
moved to Arkansas in 1942, and attended the Pine Bluff High School. 
Entering the Army Air Corps in June, 1943, he received his basic training 
at Miami, Florida, and then attended the Radio School at Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. He became radio operator of a B-29 aircraft and was 
sent to Guam in May, 1945, as a member of the 17th Bomb Squadron. 
Overseas 10 months, he took part in the Eastern Mandates campaign and 
the air offensive against Japan and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, the Air Medal and the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1946. 





CLYDE VY. HUSSEY, JR. 
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T/Sgt. Herman H. Steck is the son of Philip E. and Lena H. Steck of Pine 
Bluff, where he was born November 3, 1924. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and Texas A. & M. College at College Station, Texas, before entering 
military service February 22, 1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for 
basic training, he later attended Mechanic and Gunnery School and became 
a flight engineer. Arriving in the European theater in May, 1944, he saw 
13 months of foreign service and took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France and Central Europe campaigns as well as the general air offensive 
of Europe. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars 
and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, he was honorably dis- 
charged October 13, 1945, at San Antonio, Texas. 





HERMAN H. STECK 


Fire Controlman 3/c John Thurman McCool, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Luther McCool, was born at Sheridan, Arkansas, August 18, 1912. Gradu- 
ating from Pine Bluff High School, he entered the Navy May 1, 1944, 
receiving boot training at San Diego Naval Training Center and later 
attending Fire Control School at San Diego, where he specialized in gun 
operation and maintenance. After training 11 months, he was sent to the 
Pacific Theater of Operations and participated in the Philippines, Okinawa, 
Borneo, and Japanese campaigns. He was honor man of Fire Control Class 
25B-44 in October, 1944, and received three Battle Stars for the Asiatic- 
Pacific campaigns. Returning to the United States December 4, 1945, he 
received an honorable discharge at Memphis, December 14, 1945. He is 
now vice president and sales manager of Jno. R. Kinnie Co., Memphis. He 
and his wife, Hermine, are the parents of one daughter. 





JOHN T. McCOOL 


Ist/Sgt. John B. Hercher is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Emil Hercher and the 
husband of Mrs. Jocelyn Hercher of Pine Bluff, where he was born June 
11, 1919. He completed his education at Pine Bluff High School and Texas 
A. & M. at College Station, Texas, before entering the Army March 21, 
1941. After completion of his basic training period at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, he was assigned to the 87th Quartermaster Battalion. Arriving 
in England in August, 1942, Sergeant Hercher remained overseas for 35 
months, taking part in the Algeria-French Morocco, Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Northern Apennines and Po Valley campaigns. Holder of the Good 
Conduct Medal, the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
August 15, 1945, at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 





JOHN B. HERCHER 


Ist. Lt. James Lynn Lemen, Jr., is the son of James Lynn and Lena 
Kimmel Lemen of Pine Bluff where he was born December 5, 1916. He 
completed his education at Pine Bluff High School and Missouri State 
College and was employed as sales manager by Gamble-Skogno, Inc. before 
entering military service January 2, 1942. After completing his basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, he attended flying school and was com- 
missioned as a pilot and observer. Arriving in England in April, 1944, he 
remained overseas for 11 months, taking part in the Normandy, Northern 
France and Ardennes campaigns and in the general air offensive of Europe. 
Wounded by anti-aircraft fire in October, 1944, he was awarded the Purple 
Heart as well as the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Presidential Unit Citation. Lieutenant Lemen was placed on 
inactive duty July 17, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He is married 
and he and his wife, Jean Kapp, have one child, Nancy. 
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JAMES L. LEMEN, JR. 
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T/4 Edward J. Bogy, son of Mrs. Carrie Snyder Bogy, was born May 28, 
1915, at New Gascony, Arkansas. He attended Cornerstone and Altheimer 
public schools, after which he was employed as store manager. Entering 
the Army Ordnance Department March 7, 1942, he received basic training 
at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and by attending Quartermaster-Automobile 
Mechanic’s School qualified for heavy truck driver. After serving over two 
years in the United States, he departed October 11, 1944, for France and 
participated in the Rhineland and Central European campaigns. He quali- 
fied as marksman with pistol, rifle, and carbine. He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Campaign Ribbon, World War II Victory 
Ribbon, and European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, and was honorably discharged at Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, 
November 6, 1945. He and his wife, Catheryn, live in Altheimer, Arkansas, 
with their child. 





EDWARD J. BOGY 


Capt. George H. Young, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. George H. Young, Sr., was 
born January 21, 1921, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff 
High School, Columbia Military Academy, and The Citadel. Entering the 
Chemical Warfare Service June 26, 1942, he received training at C. W. S. 
Infantry School, Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, qualifying as expert marks- 
man with rifle, machinegun and mortar. Attached to the 2nd Chemical 
Mortar Battalion, he departed June 4, 1943, for Oran, North Africa, and re- 
mained overseas for two and a half years, participating in the campaigns 
of Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Central Europe, and 
Rhineland. He was twice wounded in action and spent six months with the 
Army of Occupation. Captain Young was awarded the Purple Heart and 
Cluster and the Bronze Star with Cluster. He is still is the service, attending 
Command and General Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. His home 
is in Pine Bluff. 





GEORGE H. YOUNG, JR. 


Capt. Carl H. Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Adams of Little Rock, was 
born at Paragould, Arkansas, January 30, 1918. He attended Pine Bluff 
High School, Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello, and the University 
of Arkansas School of Medicine. Upon entering military service March 
24, 1942, he became a medical unit commander and arrived in the Pacific 
area in March, 1943. With more than 30 months of foreign service, Captain 
Adams saw action during the bitter fighting in the Bismarck Archipelago, 
Saipan and Okinawa campaigns. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Combat Medical Badge and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, he was placed on 
inactive duty February 8, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





CARL H. ADAMS 


Lt. Col. Charles Richard Petticrew, son of Charles and Edna Petticrew 
of Pine Bluff, was born September 28, 1915, at Auburn, Nebraska, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1921. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and after graduating from Purdue University in 1937, he was 
employed by the Aluminum Company of America and the Lincoln National 
Life Insurance Company until entering miiltary service June 1, 1941. He 
had previously received training as a reserve officer and after entering the 
service attended the Command and General Staff School at Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. Colonel Petticrew served with the 4th Army Headquarters 
and also as executive to the chief of the Stock Control Division, Chief 
of Ordnance, Washington, D. C. He saw eight months of foreign service, 
taking part in the occupation of Kiska, in the Aleutian Islands and serving 
during the building of the Ledo Road in Burma. Holder of four letters of 
commendation, he was awarded his commission in the Regular Army, 
October, 1942. Colonel Petticrew and his wife, Sally Eunice, have two sons, 
Richard Winston.and Dan Charles. 





CHARLES R. PETTICREW 
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1946, and lives in Pine Bluff. 





CHARLES D. CALKINS, JR. 


Ist Lt. Lawrence Monroe Jackson, Jr., son of Fannie T. and Lawrence M. 
Jackson, was born January 24, 1921, in Clarksville, Tennessee, later moving 
to Arkansas. He graduated from Pine Bluff High School and received 
B. 8S. degree from the University of Arkansas in 1942 and M. D. degree 
from Arkansas School of Medicine in 1945. Entering military service July 
1, 1943, he attended Army Special Training Program Medical School and 
was assigned to the Medical Corps. He is still in service. His home is in 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM E. STEED, JR. 


EM 1/c Thomas Steele Ingram, son of Thomas Steele and Lula Lowe 
Ingram of Pine Bluff, was born at Grady, Arkansas, June 4, 1912. He 
attended Grady High School and was employed as an electrical contractor 
until entering the Navy September 27, 1942. He received his basic training 
at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia, and served as a primary military training 
instructor until arriving in England in April, 1944. Overseas a total of 
eight months, he participated in the bloody invasion of Normandy and 
returned to the United States. Seaman Ingram was honorably discharged 
September 30, 1945, at Boston, Massachusetts. He is married and he and 
his wife, Nell Celeste, have one child. 
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Seaman 1/ce Chatien David Calkiis Soe 
Calkins, Sr., was born at Pacific, Missouri, Decem 
Arkansas in July, 1930. He received his education | 
Arkansas, Grammar School, and graduated from Pine 
in 1943. He was employed by the Arkansas Power and L: 
until enlisting in the Navy December 16, 1943. He received boot trair a 
at San Diego and attended Fire Control School at San Diego. Departing | 
from the United States June 28, 1944, assigned to Third Fleet (cate 
air strikes), he participated in action in the first and second battles of the © 
Philippines and invasion of Borneo and Lingayen Gulf. For meritorious 
service, Seaman Calkins received the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with Four Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Stars, and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged December zi, 





LAWRENCE M. JACKSON, JR. 


T/Sgt. William E. Steed, son of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Steed, Sr., of 
Pine Bluff, was born in that city May 21, 1922. After graduation from 
Pine Bluff High School he was employed as a grocery clerk until entering 
military service October 20, 1942. Sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for 
basic training, he later attended Radio School at Truax Field, Madison, 
Wisconsin, and Radé&r School at Boca Raton, Florida, and San Francisco, 
California. He became a radar technician and arrived in Australia in 
September, 1943. With a total of over two years overseas, Sergeant Steed 
served with the Fifth Air Force throughout the Bismarck Archipelago, 
New Guinea, Northern Solomons, Philippines, Western Pacific and Ryukyus 
campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven 
Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged October 25, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
















THOMAS S. INGRAM 





ee hy Taylor, son of Minnie Lee and Lee E. Taylor, was born 
f 2918, at it Pine luff, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High School, 
afterwards being employed as switchman for the St. Louis Southwestern 
- Railroad Company (Cotton Belt Route). Entering the Transportation 
Corps April 18, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Plauche, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, qualifying as conductor and yardmaster with Railroad 
Bn., and as a rifle sharpshooter. Attached to the 746th Railway Operating 
Battalion, he departed December 26, 1944, for Southampton, England, and 
remained overseas for a year and four months, participating in the cam- 
paign of Central Germany. He spent nine months with the Army of 
Occupation and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged May 22, 1946, at Ft. Bragg, N. C., he returned to 
his home in Pine Bluff. 


ELTON M. TAYLOR 


T/Sgt. Howard Ruel Roden, son of Robert and Minnie Roden of Altus, 
Oklahoma, and husband of Effie Leona Roden of Pine Bluff, was born at 
Paris, Texas, on January 26, 1909. He completed his education in the Petty, 
Texas, schools, and was engaged in railroad work. He moved to Arkansas 
in March, 1941, and entered the military service September 17, 1943. After 
serving his basic training period at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, Sergeant 
Roden was assigned to an Army railroad battalion and arrived in England 
in December, 1944. This gallant soldier was killed instantly in France 
in March, 1945, and was buried with full military honors in the military 
cemetery at Rouen, France. 





HOWARD R. RODEN 


T/Sgt. William Coover Kleiner, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Coover Kleiner and the husband of Ruth Cutrell Kleiner of Pine Bluff. 
Born in that city October 24, 1917, he graduated from Pine Bluff High 
School in 1938, and then attended Robertson Aviation School at St. Louis, 
Missouri. He was an instructor of mechanics for this school at the time 
of his entry into the military service January 28, 1941. Sent to Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, for basic training, he later attended special schools 
at Bell Aircraft, Niagara Falls, New York, and General Motors at Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. Sergeant Kleiner served as a flight chief and line chief 
throughout his almost five years of Army service. Holder of the Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Meritorious Service Award 
and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged November 17, 1945, 
at Lincoln Nebraska. 





WILLIAM C. KLEINER, JR. 


T/Sgt. Eddie L. Roach, son of Mr. and Mrs. 8. S. Roach and husband of 
Marge Roach of Pine Bluff, was born at Diboll, Texas, August 19, 1915, 
and moved to Arkansas with his parents in 1920. After his graduation 
from Pine Bluff High School, he was employed as a switchman for the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad at Pine Bluff until entering Army service June 
10, 1943. He served his basic training period at Ft. Screven, Georgia, and 
was assigned to the Engineers. Sergeant Roach arrived in Europe with 
his unit, the 1056th Engineers, in January, 1944, and remained overseas 
for 20 months. He was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with one 
Silver Battle Star and the Good Conduct Medal for his part in the Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns, and also holds the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the rifle and Expert 
Medal for the carbine. He was honorably discharged October 28, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





EDDIE L. ROACH 
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Set. Joseph R. Bridges is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rentz Bridges of Pine > 
Bluff, where he was born September 8, 1921. After completing his educa- 
tion at Pine Bluff High School, he was employed as a radio mechanic 
until entering the Army Air Corps August 7, 1942. Sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, to serve his basic training period, he became a radio and radar 
operator. Arriving in the Pacific area in December, 1944, Sergeant Bridges 
served with the 20th Air Force during the air battles in India and Tinian 
Island, as well as the China-Burma and Southwest Pacific campaigns 
and the general air offensive of Japan. With a total of one year of over- 
seas service, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the Presidential 
Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged November 27, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 








JOSEPH R. BRIDGES 


S/Sgt. William H. Greenwood, ‘husband of Esther Shields Greenwood of 
Pine Bluff, was born at Kingsland, Arkansas, January 20, 1906. After 
completing his education at Pine Bluff High School and James Business 
School, he was a representative for the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 
until entering the Army June 9, 1942. He received his basic infantry 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and arrived in the Pacific area in 
July, 1944, with his unit, Company D, 323rd Infantry. Overseas 17 months, 
he took part in the fighting in the Palau Islands, Ulithi Island and in the 
Philippines. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
December 9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM H. GREENWOOD 


S/Sgt. Edward L. Davidson, son of Barney and Linnie Davidson of Pine 
Bluff, was born at Munford, Tennessee, March 14, 1915, and moved with 
his family to Arkansas in 1922. He attended Pine Bluff High School and 
the Modern School of Business and was employed as a salesman by the 
Curtis Candy Company until entering the Air Corps July 23, 1942. Upon 
completion of his basic training period at Roswell, New Mexico, he became 
a clerk and was assigned to the 600th Engineer Service Battalion, Army 
Air Corps. Arriving in the European theater on the Italian front in 
January, 1945, he remained overseas for eight months and was awarded 
the American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon 
and Good Conduct Medal. He also holds the Marksman Medal for rifle, 
pistol and carbine. Sergeant Davidson was honorably discharged December 
3, 1945, at Ft. Lewis, Washington. He is married and he and his wife, 
Lucille Ann, have one child. 





EDWARD L. DAVIDSON 


CMM Curtis Oliver Howard, son of John Milton and Jemima Milee Howard 
and husband of Ida Mae Howard of Pine Bluff was born there February 
23, 1908. He attended Pine Bluff High School and was employed as a 
machinist for the St. Louis Southwestern Railway from 1929 to 1943. 
Entering the U. S. Navy August 24, 1948, he received his boot training at 
Wililamsburg, Virginia, and San Diego, California, and later received 
amphibious training at Port Hueneme, California. Arriving in the Marianas 
Islands in February, 1944, he remained in the South Pacific area for 11 
months and participated in the battles of Saipan and Tinian in the 
Marianas. He is the holder of the Presidential Unit Citation and was 
honorably discharged March 30, 1945, at the United States Naval Hospital, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 





CURTIS 0. HOWARD 
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HARRY L. LEVINE 
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T/Sgt. Harry L. Levine, son of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Levine of Pine Bluff, 
was born April 24, 1905, at New Orleans, Louisiana. He moved with his 
parents to Arkansas in 1907 and completed his education at Pine Bluff 
High School. Entering military service April 10, 1942, he served his basic 
training period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he was a member 
of the 103rd Medical Battalion. He later attended the Quartermaster 
Supply School at Calcutta, India, where he arrived in February, 1944. 
Sergeant Levine saw a total of more than 20 months of overseas service 
and served in that theater during the India-Burma campaign. He is the 
holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Service 
Award and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged July 26, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is the former Cornelia Eliza- 
beth Quattlebaum. 


Set. Clifton R. Dildy, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifton R. Dildy of 
Pine Bluff. Born at Pine Bluff August 3, 1924, he graduated from Pine 
Bluff High School and entered the Army Air Forces August 11, 1943. He 
was sent to Amarillo, Texas, to serve his basic training and then attended 
the College Training Detachment at Tulsa, Oklahoma, Gunnery School at 
Yuma, Arizona, and Radio School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He became 
a radio operator and mechanic and is qualified as an aerial gunner. A 
veteran of two and one-half years with the Air Corps, he was honorably 


discharged at Camp Chaffee, 


Arkansas, March 12, 1946. 





CLIFTON R. DILDY, JR. 


2nd Lt. George Bateman Sipe was the son of William Everett Sipe and 
Rosamond Atkinson Sipe and the husband of Audrey Jackson Sipe of Pine 
Bluff, where he was born September 11, 1921. He graduated from Pine 
Bluff High School in 1939 and was employed at the Whyte Feed Mills 
and at the Wells Service Station at Pine Bluff before entering the service 
March 23, 1942. Lieutenant Sipe was assigned to the Air Forces and 
received his primary training at Santa Anna, California, and Merced, 
California. He received further training at Luke Field, Arizona, and 
was commissioned as a pilot in the Army Air Forces. He left this country 
March 27, 1943, for Dakar, Africa, and this brave young officer was lost 





GEORGE B. SIPE 


2nd Lt. John H. King is the son of Ella Mae King and the late John H. 
King of Pine Bluff, where he was born March 10, 1924. He completed his 
education at Pine Bluff High School at the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville before entering the Army Air Corps March 11, 1948. Lieuten- 
ant King received his basic training at Seattle, Washington, and at Gaines- 
ville, Florida, and then attended the Hondo School of Navigation at Hondo, 
Texas. He was commissioned as a navigator in the Army Air Forces. 
A veteran of more than two and one-half years of Army service, he was 
placed on inactive duty December 9, 1945, at Roswell, New Mexico. His 
wife is the former Anna Sipe. 
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while en route to this station. He was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart for the supreme sacrifice which he made. 





JOHN H. KING, JR. 





KENNETH D. HAMES 
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Cpl. Kenneth Dennis Hames, USMC, son of Kenneth and rahe Hames of 
Route 1, Pine Bluff, was born at Dardanelle, Arkansas, October 2, 1920. 
After completing his education in the Dardanelle schools and at. Little — 
Rock High School, he was employed in an automobile parts business until 
entering the U. S. Marines in June, 1939. Trained at San Diego, California, © 
he became a demolition specialist and served as an amphibian tractor — 
crewman. He is a veteran of two tours of overseas duty in the South 
Pacific, serving in the Guadalcanal and Saipan campaigns. With a total 
of 22 months of foreign service, Corporal Hames has also seen service in 
Hawaii and New Zealand and is the holder of the Marine Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster and the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged October 3, 1945, at Camp Pendleton, Ocean- 
side, California. 


M/Sgt. Thomas B. Dalby, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Dalby of 
Pine Bluff, was born January 19, 1914 at Pine Bluff. After graduating from 
Pine Bluff High School, he was employed by the George Hestands Grocery 
and by the Union Bag & Paper Corp. of Savannah, Georgia, before entering 
the armed forces April 4, 1942. He received his basic training in the Air 
Corps at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later attended Airplane Mechanic’s 
School there, and the B-24 Specialty School at San Diego, California. 
Sergeant Dalby was a member of the 94th Bombardment Group (H) 
during his foreign service of more than two years, and participated in 
the Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Europe, Normandy, Northern France, 
and air offensive of Europe campaigns. For his service, he holds the 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
Bronze Star Medal, and the Distinguished Unit Badge with Oak Leaf 
Cluster. While overseas, Sergeant Dalby specialized in the work of B-17 
ground crew chief. At Drew Field, Florida, he received his honorable 
discharge from the Air Corps September 22, 1945. 








THOMAS B. DALBY, JR. 


Set. Truman Dalby is the son of Mr. and Mrs. T. B. Dalby, Sr. or Pine 
Bluff, where he was born August 15, 1916. After completing his education 
at Pine Bluff High School he was employed by the Arkansas Power and 
Light Company at Pine Bluff until entering the Army May 4, 1942. 
Assigned to the Combat Engineers, he received his basic training at Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, and arrived in Europe in April, 1944, with his unit, the 
133rd Combat Engineers. Overseas 18 months, Sergeant Dalby took part 
in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the European 


Missouri. 





TRUMAN DALBY 


T/3 Robert Dalby, son of Mrs. Betty Dalby ,was born August 18, 1908, 
in Jefferson, Arkansas. He attended Redfield High School and James 
Business College, also enrolling for a course with International Correspond- 
ence School. Entering the Ordnance Department April 18, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Howze, qualifying in clerical work and as carbine 
marksman. Attached to the 379th Ord. M. A. M. Co., he served in the 
United States for 10 months and departed February 27, 1945, for Le Havre, 
France. Overseas more than a year, he participated in the battle of 
Germany and later spent six months with the Army of Occupation in 
Japan. He was awarded one Battle Star, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with one Star, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged April 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Pine Bluff, 
where he lives with his wife, Maurice, and their daughter. 
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Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged November 9, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 





ROBERT DALBY 


- 








LESTER A. WAYMACK 


Hospital Apprentice 1/c Freddie L. Waymack, son of Mrs. L. L. Waymack 
and the late Mr. Waymack, was born at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, October 7, 
1916. He received his education by attending Pine Bluff High School and 
after graduating was salesman for Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for 
nine years. Entering the Medical Corps, U. S. Navy, April 17, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and later attended Hospital 
Corps School at San Diego. 
States, he was sent to Guam where he served over one year, returning to 
the United States December 7, 1945. He was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, January 15, 1946, and lives in Pine Bluff with his wife, Elma 
Maxine, and their son. 





ROSS J. FOSTER 


Capt. Lawson C. Costley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawson C. Costley, Sr., of 
Pine Bluff, was born at Little Rock August 26, 1919. He attended Pine 
Bluff High School and received his B. S. degree from the University of 
Arkansas. He received his B. 8S. M. and M. D. degrees from the University 
of Arkansas School of Medicine and served his interneship at the Charles 
S. Wilson Memorial Hospital, Johnson City, New York. Captain Costley 
entered the Army Medical Corps March 8, 1945, and attended the Medical 
Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. He then was 
assigned to the 516th Medical Hospital Ship Platoon and saw service in 
France. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, the American Theater 
Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he expects to be released from active 
His wife is the former Georgia Leach. 


service in April, 1947. 
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-Machinist’s Mate 2/c Lester A. Waymack, son of Mrs. L. L. Waymack 


and the late Mr. Waymack, was born June 14, 1915, at Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Pine Bluff High School, after 
which he was employed in the Cotton Belt Railroad shops. Entering the 
Navy May 1, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego. After serving 
in the United States nine months he was sent to Guam and served in the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater for one year. He was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, February 4, 1946. He and his wife, Mona, live in 
Pine Bluff with their son. 





 e 






After completing his training in the United 





FREDDIE L. WAYMACK 


Capt. Ross J. Foster, son of John Noel Foster of Pine Bluff, was born 
February 17, 1913, at Los Angeles, California, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in 1920. He was educated at Pine Bluff High School and was 
employed as an aerial photographer from 1935 until 1940. He served with 
the Army from 1931 until 1935 and entered active military service with 
the Wisconsin National Guard in June, 1941. Assigned to the Air Corps, he 
completed his basic training at Chanute Field, Illinois, and later attended 
the Photo School there, and the Photo Interpretation School at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. A veteran of service in the Panama Canal Zone with the 
Regular Army, he was sent to India in January, 1944, and served in the 
India-Burma campaign, and in China. With a total of four years overseas 
he is the holder of the American Defense Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon with one Star for the anti-submarine patrol, 
Distinguished Unit Citation, China Memorial Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon. Captain Foster will remain in the Regular Army. 


LAWSON C. COSTLEY, JR. 
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Pfc. James Richard Pierce, Jr., son of Elsie Smith and James Richard 
Pierce, Sr., was born March 19, 1925, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended 
Pine Bluff High School and the University of Arkansas. Entering the 
Medical Department January 24, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, and attended service schools at Fitzsimmons 
General Hospital and Brooke General Hospital. Attached to the 97th 
Cml. Mortar Bn., he served for more than a year in the United States and 
departed February 3, 1945, for Glasgow, Scotland. Overseas for five 
months, Private Pierce participated in campaigns of Central Europe and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
April 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Pine Bluff. 





JAMES RICHARD PIERCE, JR. 


Petty Officer 1/c Eugene Richard Simmons is the son of James Emmett 
and Dulcie Simmons and the husband of Martha Sue Simmons of Pine 
Bluff, where he was born October 14, 1920. After graduating from Pine 
Bluff High School he was engaged in the grocery business with his father 
and worked for Sanderson and Porter, civil engineers. Entering the U. 8S. 
Navy Seabees July 22, 1942, he received his boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and was assigned to the 73rd Seabees Construction Battalion. 
Arriving in New Georgia in the Pacific in May, 1943, he saw 26 months 
of foreign duty and took part in the New Georgia and Peleliu campaigns. 
Wounded in August, 1943, he is the holder of the Purple Heart and the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars. He was honorably dis- 
charged October 5, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife have 
one son. 


EUGENE R. SIMMONS 


Cpl. Paul E. Spriggs, son of Loma Ear] Spriggs and Esther Leona Spriggs 
of Pine Bluff, was born January 14, 1920, at Jonesboro, Arkansas. He 
attended Pine Bluff High School and was employed as a construction 
worker until entering military service with the Arkansas National Guard 
December 23, 1940. After completing his basic training, he became an 
anti-tank gunner and was sent to Seward, Alaska, in February, 1942. 
Corporal Spriggs remained in that theater for more than two years, and 
with his unit, Anti-Tank Company, 153rd Infantry, took part in the 
Aleutian Islands campaign. Holder of the American Defense Service 
Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, and the 
Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged September 27, 1945, 
at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas. His wife is Emma Mell Spriggs. 
Corporal Spriggs is classed as expert in the use of the rifle and the 37 
mm. anti-tank gun. 





§ 


PAUL E. SPRIGGS 


Ist. Lt. Richard H. Martin, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Martin of 
Pine Bluff, where he was born September 13, 1923. After graduating 
from Pine Bluff High School, he entered the Army Air Force June 16, 
1942, and received his basic training at the San Antonio Aviation Cadet 
Center, San Antonio, Texas. Lieutenant Martin then received his basic 
pilot’s training at Enid, Oklahoma; his primary training at Stamford, 
Texas: advanced training at Victoria, Texas, and combat training at 
Pinellas, Florida. He was commissioned as a single-engined fighter pilot 
and in February, 1944, arrived in the Aleutian Islands for a stay of 10 
months, during which he saw action in the Aleutian campaign. Lieutenant 
Martin was placed on inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





RICHARD H. MARTIN, JR. 
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ist. Lt. Harry Phillip Correll, husband of Frances Warren Correll of Pine 
Bluff was born at Stuttgart, Arkansas, June 6, 1913. After completing his 
education at Pine Bluff High School, he was employed by the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company until entering military service May 21, 1942. 
Sent to Ft. Knox, Kentucky, for basic training, he later attended the 
Armored Force School and was commissioned as a tank platoon leader. 
Lieutenant Correll served with the 6th Armored Division and later with 
the 733rd Amphibian Tractor Battalion. Arriving in Hawaii in January, 
1944, he remained in the South Pacific area for 22 months and took part 
in the Marshall Islands, Marianas Islands, Philippines and Okinawa cam- 
paigns. He was awarded the Navy Presidential Citation with Star, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the 
American Theater Ribbon. This gallant officer was placed on inactive 
duty January 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife 
have two childern. 





HARRY P. CORRELL 


Ist. Lt. Earnest L. Hays, Jr., son of Allene and Earnest L. Hays, Sr., was 
born March 4, 1925, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff 
High School. Entering the Air Corps in June, 1943, he received basic 
training at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended Butler, University, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, and Selman Field School of Navigation, Monroe, Louisiana, 
qualifying as navigator. After serving for a year and a half with Aviation 
Cadets in the United States, he departed April 5, 1945, for New Guinea 
and remained overseas for more than a year, participating in campaigns 
of the Western Pacific and Northern and Southern Philippines and the air 
offensive over Japan. Lieutenant Hays spent seven months with the Army 
of Occupation and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, 
Occupation Ribbon, and four Battle Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged June 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Pine 
- Bluff. 





EARNEST L. HAYS, JR. 


1st. Lt. Robert L. Shults, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Shults, was born 
October 25, 1925, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He graduated from Pine Bluff 
High School and attended Louisiana State University, afterwards being 
employed as salesman at Hale’s Men’s Shop in Pine Bluff. Enlisting in the 
Army Specialized Training Program August 5, 1943, he transferred to the 
Infantry and received basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and Ft. Bragg, 
N. C. After serving for 14 months in the United States with the 100th 
Infantry Division, he departed October 6, 1944, for Germany. Lieutenant 
Shults received his commission on the battlefield March 28, 1945, being 
promoted to first lieutenant May 1, 1946. He participated in the battles 
of Germany, Vosges-Alsace sectors, France, Western Germany, and Heib- 
brom and was awarded Bronze Star Medal. Having served more than 20 
months overseas, Lieutenant Shults returned to the States and was 
honorably discharged September 10, 1946. 


ROBERT L. SHULTS, JR. 


Capt. H. Fulton Murphy, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Fulton Murphy 
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Born at Pine Bluff July 19, 1921, he attended 
the Pine Bluff schools and also the Columbia Military Academy, Wharton 
School of Finance and the University of Pennsylvania. Entering the Army 
Air Corps June 26 ,1942, he was sent to the Army Air Force Camouflage 
School at March Field, California. Captain Murphy became an adjutant 
and was sent to England in August, 1943, with the 100th Airdrome Sqdn. 
Overseas more than two years, he was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
returned to the United States and was released from active service at 
Drew Field, Florida, March 16, 1946. 





H. FULTON MURPHY, JR. 
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Sgt. Billy Pete Evans was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Evans of Pine 
Bluff where he was born December 23, 1924. After graduating from Pine 
Bluff High School in 1943, he was employed as an automobile mechanic 
by F. G. Smart Company until entering the Army Air Corps October 26, 
1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, he later received 
special training at Texas Technological College, Lubbock, Texas, and 
became a-gunner on B-17 aircraft. Sergeant Evans arrived in England 
in November, 1944, and was assigned to the Eighth Air Force. This gallant 
soldier was killed in action over Cologne, Germany, January 10, 1945, while 
engaged in his eighth combat mission. He was buried with full military 
honors at the United States Military Cemetery at Margraten, Holland. 
He was the holder of the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. 





BILLY PETE EVANS 


M/Sgt. William H. Evans is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Evans 
of Route 1, Pine Bluff, where he was born March 29, 1917. Upon com- 
pletion of his education at White Hall School, Pine Bluff High School and 
Monticello A. & M. College, he enlisted in the Air Corps November 14, 
1939. Sent to Hamilton Field, California, for basic training, he later 
attended Motor Transport School at Baltimore, Maryland, and Airplane 
Mechanic’s School at Lincoln, Nebraska. After three and one-half years 
in this country as a member of the 390th Bomb Squadron, he arrived in 
the Pacific area in April, 1943, and remained in that theater for almost 
30 months. Sergeant Evans is a veteran of the Northern Solomons, 
Bismarck Archipelago, China, New Guinea and Southern Philippines 
campaigns and also served with the anti-submarine patrol. Holder of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Silver Service Star, the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with one Bronze Star and the American Theater Ribbon with 
one service Star, he was honorably discharged September 10, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. WILLIAM H. EVANS 





Flight Officer William A. Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Adams of 
Pine Bluff, was born August 21, 1919, at England, Arkansas. He attended 
Pine Bluff High School and Pine Bluff Commercial until enlisting in 
the Army Air Corps September 9, 1940. Sent to Chanute Field, Illinois, 
to serve his basic training period, he later attended Airplane Mechanic’s 
School at Chanute Field, the Boeing Factory School and Flight Engineer’s 
School at Lowry Field, Colorado. A veteran of more than five years of 
Army service, he served as a B-29 aircraft flight engineer and holds 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Medal, 
Pistol Marksman’s Medal and Airplane Mechanic’s Badge. Flight Officer 
Adams was placed on inactive duty November 9, 1945, at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama. 





WILLIAM A. ADAMS 


Sgt. Harold E. Velvin, son of Mrs. Virginia Ellis Morris of Garland, Texas, 
was born at Washington, Arkansas, December 29, 1921. He attended the 
Pine Bluff schools and Robert Lee Paschal High School of Fort Worth, 
Texas, and entered military service with the Arkansas National Guard 
December 23, 1940. A member of Anti-Tank Company, 153rd Infantry, 
he received his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and arrived in 
the Aleutian Islands in February, 1942. Overseas a total of more than 
two years, he served throughout the Aleutian campaign and was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the American 
Defense Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to this 
country, he served as an instructor in the 111th Infantry Training Bn. 
at Camp Robinson, Little Rock, until he was honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 24, 1945, at Camp Robinson. His wife is the former Dortha Cox. 





HAROLD E. VELVIN 
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CHARLES L. SLAUGHTER, JR. 


Sgt. James William Reynolds is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Edgar 
Reynolds of Pine Bluff. Born in that city December 15, 1924, he attended 
the Pine Bluff High School and was employed as a yard clerk with the 
Cotton Belt shops until entering the military service February 22, 1943. 
Assigned to the Combat Engineers, he received his basic training at Camp 
White, Oregon, and was then sent to the Engineer’s School at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, and to Radio School. He became a draftsman and radio operator 
and with his unit, the 300th Engineer Combat Bn., was sent to England 
in December, 1948. Overseas a total of 21 months, he took part in the 
fighting in Normandy, Northern France, the Ardennes, the Rhineland 
and Central Europe and was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds, the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged at William Beaumont General Hospital October 30, 1945. His 
wife is the former Anna Marie Benthall. 


THOMAS F. ROWLAND, JR. 


Ist Lt. Jesse Eugene Townsend, Jr., is the son of Jesse E. and Helen B. 
Townsend of Wabbaseka, Arkansas, where he was born January 30, 1922. 
He completed his education at Willie K. Hocker High School at Wabbaseka 
before entering the Army Air Corps March 25, 1941. Completing his basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he received his flight training 
at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama; Augustine Field, Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi; Bush Field, Augusta, Georgia, and Spence Field, Moultrie, Georgia, 
being commissioned as a single-engine pilot. Arriving in the China-Burma- 
India Theater in August, 1943, he served one year overseas and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the 
Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star. Returning to this country in August, 1944, 
he also served with the 372nd Fighter Group at Alexandria, Louisiana. 
Lieutenant Townsend was placed on inactive status at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, September 23, 1945. 
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Sgt. Charles L. Slaughter is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Slaughter, 
Sr., of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where he was born August 18, 1923. He 
attended Pine Bluff High School and conducted a dance orchestra before 
entering the military service January 15, 1943. Sergeant Slaughter served 
his basic training in the Anti-Aircraft Artillery at Camp Haan, California, 
and then was sent with his unit, Battery D of the 548th Anti-Aircraft Bn. 
to Scotland in September, 1944. Overseas 17 months, he served as a bands- 
man and. saw action in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and the American Theater Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, February 25, 1946. 






2nd Lt. Thomas Franklin Rowland, Jr., was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Franklin Rowland of Pine Bluff, where he was born August 6, 
1919. He graduated from Pine Bluff High School and Northeast Junior 
College, Monroe, Louisiana, and was a student at Louisiana State Univer- 
sity when he entered the military service in January, 1942. Entering the 
Army Air Corps as a flying cadet, he completed his basic training at Kelly 
Field, Texas, and received his flight training at Corsicana, Texas; Waco, 
Texas, and Ellington Field, Texas. This gallant young officer was killed 
when his plane crashed near Batson, Texas, February 15, 1943. He had 
spent 13 months as a member of the Air Corps at the time of his death. 
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Sgt. Stacy Edward Dalby, son of Hattie May Meeks and Thomas Benjamin 
Dalby, was born December 26, 1911, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended 
6th Avenue Grammar School and Pine Bluff High School, afterwards being 
employed by Hill’s Advertising Service and the Arkansas Power and Light 
Company. Entering the Air Corps August 11, 1943, he received basic 
training at Westover Field, Massachusetts, and Bradley Field, Connecticut, 
and atttended Demolition School at Richmond, Virginia. He qualified as 

marksman with M-1 rifle and as sign painter. Attached to the 883rd Air- 

borne Engineers, Sergeant Dalby departed April 2, 1944, for Chabua,” 
Assam, India, and remained overseas for more than two years. He par- 

ticipated in campaigns in North Africa, China, Burma, and India. After 

being honorably discharged May 2, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 

returned to Pine Bluff, where he lives with his wife, Georgia Adell. 





STACY E. DALBY 


Aviation Radioman 2/c John Merton Duckett is’ the son of Mrs. Grace 
Duckett of Pine Bluff where he was born January 29, 1919. He was edu- 
cated at Pine Bluff High School and the Judkins Commercial College and 
was employed as a locomotive fireman by the St. Louis and Southwestern 
Railway Company until he entered the United States Navy May 19, 1943. 
He served his boot training period at San Diego, California, and then at- 
tended the Naval Air Technical Training Station at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He also completed courses at the Gunnery School at Jacksonville, Florida, 
and received operational training at Lake City, Florida, and Beaufort, 
South Carolina. A veteran of three year’s service as an aviation radio- 
man and aerial gunner, he was honorably discharged March 10, 1946, at 
Bainbridge, Maryland. 








JOHN MERTON DUCKETT 


Sgt. Joe M. Faucett, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Faucett of Pine 
Bluff, where he was born February 20, 1923. He attended Pine Bluff 
High School and the Arkansas State Teacher’s College and was employed 
by the Cotton Belt Railroad until entering the military service January 
15, 1943. Sergeant Faucett completed his basic training at Kearns, Utah, 
and served in this country with the 129th Base Unit at the Columbia Air 
Base, Columbia, South Carolina, until he was sent to Manila in the 
Philippine Islands in August, 1945. He served seven months overseas in 
the Philippines and in the Army of Occupation of Japan and earned the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Faucett was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas February 13, 1946. 





JOE M. FAUCETT, JR. 


S. 1/e Jack Casper Weber is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene C. Weber of 
Pine Bluff, where he was born June 14, 1923. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School until enlisting in the U. 8S. Maritime Service September 1, 1943. He 
attended the Merchant Marine School at Sheepshead Bay, New York for 
four months. Arriving in Southampton, England, in March, 1944, he was 
assigned to a ship that had the job of supplying troops and supplies to 
the beachheads during the early days of the invasion of France and until 
the beachheads were well consolidated. Overseas 11 months, he returned 
to this country in January, 1945, and has seven months yet to serve of 
his enlistment. 





JACK C. WEBER 
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Pvt. J. M. Shults is the son of Mrs. Sarah A. Shults of Pine Bluff, where 
he was born January 22, 1924. He attended Pine Bluff High School and 
was employed by the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company until entering 
the Army May 19, 1943. After completing his basic training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, and Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he became a cook and 
mess sergeant. Arriving with his unit, Company D, 174th Infantry Regi- 
ment, in the European theater in August, 1944, he took part in the North- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns and was captured by the Germans 
December 15, 1944. Liberated by American forces April 12, 1945, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Purple 
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster for wounds suffered in France and Ger- 
many, the American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge. Overseas a total of nine months, he was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged December 21, 1945, at the 
Army and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs, Arkansas. 





J. M. SHULTS 


Set. Harold Sylvesta Soffar, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Ben Soffar, was 
born November 29, 1918, in Harmony, Arkansas. He attended Harmony 
and Woodlawn schools, afterwards being employed as a grocery store 
operator. Entering the Medical Corps March 7, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and attended Cooks ’and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying for cooking in the Medical Corps. He served with the 179th 
Station Hospital and departed June 5, 1945, for Adak in the Aleutian 
Islands, remaining overseas for nearly nine months. Sergeant Soffar was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
March 29, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in 
Pine Bluff, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Lorene, and their child. 





HAROLD S. SOFFAR 


PhM.-2/c James B. Rice, son of James Aaron and Esther Lee Rice of Pine 
Bluff, was born at Humphrey, Arkansas, November 26, 1921. He is a 
graduate of Pine Bluff High School and was employed by the Kroger 
Grocery and Baking Company at Pine Bluff, until entering the Navy 
September 15, 1942. Upon the completion of his boot training at San 
Diego, California, he attended the Hospital Corps School and later served 
one and one-half years in this country while attached to Marine Air Group 
15. In February, 1944, he was sent to the Central Pacific area and saw 
action in the battles for Peleliu and Iwo Jima. Overseas more than 15 
months, Mate Rice holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged September 21, 1945, at Shelton, Virginia. 





JAMES B. RICE 


Seaman 2/c Arvil Rice was the son of James Aaron and Esther Lee Rice 
of 1309 West 5th St., Pine Bluff. Born at Humphrey, Arkansas, August 
29, 1924, he completed his education at Pine Bluff High School and was 
employed by the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company until entering the 
U. S. Navy January 19, 1948. Seaman Rice served his boot training 
period at the U. S. Naval Training Station, San Diego, California. This 
brave sailor lost his life aboard the U. 8. S. Altamaha, April 30, 1948, 
while this ship was at sea in the Pacific area. 





ARVIL RICE 
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Cpl. Lynn Edwynn Gilbert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther E. Gilbert, was 
born September 24, 1922, at Hope, Arkansas. Graduating from the Pine 
Bluff High School in 1941, he was employed as clerk for the St. Louis and 
Southwestern Railway until entering the U. S. Marine Corps November 4, 
1942. Receiving boot training at San Diego, he served six months at- 
tached to First Marine Division and departed April 15, 1943, for Australia. 
He participated in operations on New Britain, New Guinea, Peleliu and 
Okinawa, receiving a wound in action at Peleliu. Corporal Gilbert was 
awarded the Purple Heart and Presidential Citation and received an honor- 
ably discharge at Great Lakes, Illinois, December 2, 1945. He lives in Pine 
Bluff with his wife, Edna Mae. 





LYNN E. GILBERT 


Pfc. Newton B. Martin, son of Mr.:and Mrs. J. D. Martin of Pine Bluff, . 
was born at Rison, Arkansas, December 24, 1921. He attended Jackson 
High School at Jackson, Tennessee, and was employed by the Pine Bluff 
Cotton Oil Mill before entering the United States Army January 25, 1944. 
Sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for basic training, he became an expert 
rifleman and machinegunner and was sent to England July 25, 1944, with 
his unit. Overseas seven months, he served as a machinegunner on armored 
vehicles during the Normandy, Central France and Germany campaigns 
and was wounded in the left chest and right arm. His military decorations 
include the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Bronze 
Star Medal, the Order of the Purple Heart and two Expert Marksmanship 
Medals (rifle and machinegun). Private Martin was honorably discharged 
from the service April 13, 1945, at Kennedy General Hospital, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He is the husband of Dale Martin. 





NEWTON B. MARTIN 


Ist Lt. Thomas Jefferson Harrell, son of Mrs. J. A. Harrell, and the late Mr. 
Harrell, was born August 26, 1916 in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He was grad- 
uated from Senior High School, Pine Bluff, and attended Louisiana State 
University and University of Arkansas for four years, after which he was 
employed by the DuPont Company in Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the 
Army Air Corps February 10, 1943, he attended Cadet Flying School at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, and qualified as pilot (twin engine), and was 
attached to the 554th A. A. F. Base Unit Municipal Airport, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He departed January 3, 1945, for the China+Burma-India 
Theater of Operations and served overseas for 10 months, participating in 
the campaigns in China, India and Central Burma. Lieutenant Harrell 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Campaign Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon and World War II Victory Ribbon and a commendation 
for his outstanding skill and airmanship in transporting American ground 
troops. After being honorably discharged January 21, 1946, at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana, he returned to Pine Bluff. 





THOMAS J. HARRELL 


Lt. James Clifford Harrell is the son of Addie Belle and the late James As- 
berry Harrell of Pine Bluff where he was born January 16, 1907. He at- 
tended Pine Bluff High School, Ouachita College and was graduated from 
University of Missouri. He attended Officer’s Reserve Training Corps 
and served with the Officer’s Reserve Corps from 1930 until 1935. In this 
emergency, he entered the military service February 27, 1943, and served 
his basic training at Camp Roberts, California. He has also attended service 
schools at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. Assigned to a Medical Service Com- 
pany, he was sent to the Pacific area in June, 1943, and saw a total of two 
years and three months of foreign service. Holder of the Presidential Unit 
Citation and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, he was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at Camp Beale, California, £ 
September 25, 1945. His wife is Dorothea Lee Harrell. He is now employed aie a a Bee 
by the Coca-Cola Company at Los Angeles, California. . 4 ‘ 


JAMES C. HARRELL 
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S/Sgt. George R. Riley is the son of Mary Sue and James R. Riley of 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He was born February 23, 1919, at Little Rock and 
attended Portland (Arkansas) High School before entering the Air Force 
May 4, 1942. Sent to Camp Robinson for basic training, he later attended 
the Harlingen Aerial Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas, and served with 
the 330th Bomb Group, 457th Bomb Squadron as an aerial gunner. Ar- 
riving in England March 25, 1944, he took part in the air offensive over 
Europe and the Normandy campaign. On July 21, 1944, after having 
successfully flown 28 combat missions, his plane was shot down over 
Stuttgart, Germany, and he was captured and imprisoned at Mooseburgh, 
Austria. He was liberated by advancing Allied forces April 29, 1945. 
Overseas 15 months, he was awarded the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars. Sergeant Riley was honorably discharged September 2, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Eleanor, have a son. 





GEORGE R. RILEY 


S/Segt. Joseph Ulyse Verret, Jr., is the son of Joseph and Hazel Verret 
of Pine Bluff. Born in that city July 17, 1922, he was graduated from 
Pine Bluff High School and was then employed by the Consolidated Air- 
craft Company at San Diego, California. Entering the military service 
December 2, 1942, he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training 
and later to Radio School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Arriving in the 
China-Burma-India theater in October, 1944, he saw more than a year of 
foreign service as a member of a combat cargo group. Participating in the 
Burma-India campaign, China campaign and the air battle of Burma, he 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Good Conduct Medal. 
Sergeant Verret was honorably discharged October 23, 1945, at Camp 
Beale, California. 






a 


JOSEPH U. VERRET, JR. 





Lt. Comdr. Leonard Flourne Bassett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Edward Bassett of Pine Bluff, where he was born January 13, 1917. He 
attended the Pine Bluff Schools, Arkansas State College, and was gradu- 
ated from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in 
1940. Lt. Commander Bassett was assigned to the U. S. S. Concord im- 
mediately after graduation and was later sent to the U.S.S. St. Louis. He 
was on this ship when she was hit during the first attack on Truk and 
during the seige of Leyte in the Philippines. He made the landings at 
Guam, Saipan, Iwo Jima, and took part in the battle for Okinawa. This 
gallant officer is a Regular Navy officer and will remain in the Navy. 
He and his wife, Catherine Garthwaite, have one child, Ann Haywood. 





LEONARD F. BASSETT 


Lt. (j. g-) John Washington Bassett was born at Pine Bluff December 16, 
1920, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Edward Bassett. He is a graduate of 
the University of Arkansas and the Tulane University School of Medicine. 
Upon completion of his medical training and interneship at Philadelphia 
General Hospital in July, 1945, he entered a United States Marine Field 
Medical Unit and is now stationed in the Separation Center at the Great 
Lakes Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois. Lieutenant Bassett expects 
to serve for two more years. 





JOHN W. BASSETT 
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operator and construction workers until he afitaree the United 
States Army, April 13, 1944. Private Cavin served his’ basic 
training at North Camp Hood, Texas, and became a truck driver " 
and supply clerk attached to Headquarters Company, 816th Tank | a 
Destroyer Bn. In February, 1945, he was sent to the European 
theater and remained overseas for almost 14 months. Holder of _ 
the European Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, and the 
Victory Ribbon, he spent 10 months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion in Germany and was honorably discharged April 5, 1946. 
He and his wife, Opal, are the parents of two children. 













TEDDY R. CAVIN 


* 


Storekeeper 1/c Richard Henry Bunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Bunn, was born January 30, 1915, in Longville, Louisiana, moving to 
Arkansas in 1915. He graduated from Pine Bluff, Arkansas, High School 
and was engaged for 10 years as cashier and office manager of Holsum 
Baking Company. Entering the Naval Reserve May 19, 1943, he received 
basic training at San Diego, California, specializing in bookkeeping. After 
serving at the U. 8S. Naval Air Station in Seattle, Washington, he de- 
parted August 28, 1943, for the Solomon Islands and the Pacific Theater 
of Operations. Overseas for a year and seven months, he participated 
in the Bougainville-Treasury campaign and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Star, American Defense Ribbon, and World War 
II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged January 6, 1946, at 
Bremerton, Washington, and returned to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Mabel. He is now employed as treasurer and assistant 
general manager of the Holsum Baking Company. 





RICHARD H. BUNN 


Signalman 3/c William M. Tharpe, son of Mrs. Felcia M. Tharpe, was born 
May 10, 1927, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff Elementary 
and High School. Entering the Navy July 31, 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Amphibious Training School, 
qualifying in communications. He departed January 13, 1944, for the 
South Pacific and remained overseas for a year and eight months. Signal- 
man Tharpe participated in campaigns of the Marshall Islands, New 
Guinea, Palau Islands, Guam, Leyte and Luzon in the Philippines, and 
New Britain, and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, and the Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 12, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Pine Bluff. On January 8, 1946, he entered the University of 
Tennessee, majoring in business administration. 





WILLIAM M. THARPE 
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and Mrs. John A. Nichols of Pine Bluff, where 


was born December 10, 1920. After attending — 


Jordan High School he was employed as a clerk by 
Levine Brothers Dry Goods eerie at Pine Bluff 
until entering military service May 1, 1942. He 
received his basic Air Corps training at Las Vegas, 
Nevada, and later attended service schools at Tucson 
and Phoenix, Arizona. Sergeant Nichols arrived 
overseas in April, 1943, and took part in the air 
strikes in Romania, Sicily, Italy and Germany. In 
a raid on the airdrome at Memmingen, Germany, 
July 18, 1944, the plane in which he was an aerial 


gunner, was shot down and Sergeant Nichols was_ 


reported as missing in action on that date. One 
year later the War Department reported and re- 
corded him as killed in action. He had flown 58 
combat missions and his family received the Purple 
Heart, Citation of Honor and Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion which he had been awarded. 


2.—Lt. (j. g.) Don Ashley Reed, son of Mrs. Rowena 
~ June Whittaker and the late Frank Ashley Reed, 
was born August 2, 1914, in Wichita, Kansas, moving 
to Arkansas in 1938. He attended Wichita High 
School, North Wichita University, and the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. Entering the Navy April 27, 19438. 
he received boot training at Quonset Point, R. I., and 
attended Fighter Director School at St. Simons 
Island, Georgia, qualifying in fighter direction. 
Lieutenant Reed served in the United States with 
C. A. S. U. 23 and 24 and departed in February, 
1944, for a year and nine months of service in 
Pacific waters. He participated in landings at 
Palau, second battle of the Philippines, landings at 
Leyte, escort of forces to Mindoro, landings at 
Luzon and Okinawa, and occupation of the Bay of 
Ominato, Japan, aboard the Escort Carrier (CVE- 
78) U.S.S. Savo Island. The operations of his 
ship included supplying aircraft for initial landing 
operations. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 18, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he 
returned to Pine Bluff. Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Margaret, and their son. 


3—Pfc. Kenneth Delbert Temple, son of James Isaac 
and Maggie Ava Temple of Humphrey, Arkansas, 
was born at England, Arkansas, on March 20, 1910. 
He attended the Humphrey schools and was en- 
gaged in farming until entering the Army April 
28, 1942. He became an anti-aircraft gun crewman 
and served with Battery A, 401st Coast Artillery 
(AA) in the Europen theater, arriving there in 
May, 1943. Overseas a total of almost 30 months, 
he took part in the bitter fighting in Sicily and in 
the Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines 
and Po Valley campaigns in Italy. Private Temple 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal, the Good Con- 
duct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
October 20, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


4.—S/Sgt. Edward Lloyd Gilmore, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Gilmore of Pine Bluff, was born June 
20, 1919, at Redfield, Arkansas. After graduation 
from Pine Bluff High School, he entered the 
military service January 8, 1941. Sent to Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, for basic training, he later at- 
tended the Bell Aircraft School at Niagara Falls, 
New York, and became an aircraft mechanic. Ar- 
riving in Australia in January, 1942, he remained 
overseas almost 20 months and served with his 
unit, the 7th Fighter Squadron, throughout the East 
Indies, New Guinea and Papua campaigns. He is 
the holder of the Presidential Unit Citation with an 
Oak Leaf Cluster as well as Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and 
Sharpshooter’s Medal for the carbine. Sergeant 
Gilmore was honorably discharged September 10, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


5—T/Sgt. Daniel A. McDonald, son of Mr, and Mrs. 
Dan McDonald, was born August 26, 1918, in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Monticello A. & M. 


1.—S/Sgt. Charles W. Nichols, was the son of Mr. 
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the Good Conduct Medal and was honorably dis- 
charged November 21, 1945, at rhs Johnson > 
Field, Goldsboro, N. C. He lives in Pine Bluff wit 
his wife, Mary. , 
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6.—T/Sgt. Grover Emanuel Davis, Jr., son of 

Grover E. and Bessie Davis of Barnhart, Missouri, 

was born at Gillett, Arkansas, October 2, 1918. 

Upon completion of his education at Gillett and at 

Altheimer High School, he was employed as a store 

manager at Altheimer until entering the Army 
April 10, 1942. Sent to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 

for basic training, he was assigned to the medical 

department and received training as a technician 

at Fitzsimmons General Hospital. Arriving in 

Guam in October, 1944, Sergeant Davis remained 

overseas for more than a year and took part in the | 
Pacific campaign. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 

Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and the Good 

Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged No- 

vember 19, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 

He is married and he and his wife, Miriam Lyon, 

have two children. 


7.—Pvt. John William Ulmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Ulmer, Sr., was born at Little Rock, December 
30, 1921. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock Grade and Junior High Schools, Bryant 
Senior High School, and Draughon’s Business Col- 
lege at Little Rock. He was employed as installer 
by the Western Electric Company prior to enlisting 
in the Army Signal Corps September 9, 1942. 
Private Ulmer received specialized training at Pri- 
mary Radio, School, Little Rock; Pre-Radar School, 
University of Arkansas, and Radio Technician 
School at Philadelphia, qualifying for radio and 
radar technician. After serving for more than 
one year, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Robinson, December 22, 1948, returning to Pine 
Bluff where he lives with his wife, Cloriese. 


8.—Pfe. Edward Eugene Lyon, son of Anna Rice 
and Harley Nelson Lyon, was born August 19, 
1928, in Martel, Ohio, moving to Arkansas March 
20, 1936. He attended Martel School, Altheimer 
High School, and Monticello A. & M. College. 
Entering the Infantry September 8, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and attended Truck Drivers’ School. Private Lyon 
departed January 15, 1945, for the European Theater 
of Operations and participated in European cam- 
paigns. He was awarded the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct 
Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon and the Oc- 
cupation Ribbon. Private Lyon was honorably dis- 
charged July 31, 1946, at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 


9.—2nd Lt. James Burnell Rounder, son of Mrs. Ro- 
zell Rounder of Pine Bluff, was born at Brinkley, 
Arkansas, January 1, 1918. After graduating from 
Pine Bluff High School, he was employed as a 
bookkeeper and cashier for a real estate firm until 
entering the Air Corps December 15, 1942. After 
receiving his basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, he received flight training at Blythe and 
Merced, California, and at Marfa, Texas, and was 
commissioned as a pilot June 27, 1944. Arriving 
in England in September, 1944 with his unit, the 
394th Bomb Group, he saw 15 months of foreign 
service and took part in the Ardennes, Central 
Europe and Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, Ameri- 
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en off Vella LaVella Island and was 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four 
tars and American Theater Ribbon. After being 
jorably discharged December 24, 1945, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to "Pine Bluff Ar- 
kansas, where he lives with his wife, Louise. 


11.—Petty Officer Howard B. Wilson, son of Mrs. 
Clara B. Wilson of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was born 
January 8, 1912. He attended Pine Bluff Public 
Schools and was employed by Crow-Burlingame, 
Little Rock; Arkansas Ordnance Plant and Ar- 
kansas Music Company, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
entered the United States Navy January, 1944. He 
poe wife, Ellen Whiteaker gE os have four 
children. 





12.—Cpl. Franklin Eugene Butler, son of John T. 
and Ida M. Butler, was born at Lake City, Arkan- 
sas, August 17, 1913. Prior to entering the Army 
he was employed as a painter. Enlisting in 1942, 
he received basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
specializing as mechanic. Attached to 742nd Tank 
Battalion, he served 40 months and received the 
Mechanic’s Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Ord, California, October 13, 1945. He and 
his wife, Merlie Marie, are the parents of two 
children. 


13.—Pfe. Thornton Butler, son of John and Ida 
Butler, was born at Wheatley, Arkansas, July 10, 
1922. After attending Mississippi County High 
School, he was employed as a carpenter. Entering 
the Infantry November 18, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, specializing 
as carpenter. Attached to 117th Inf. Regiment, 
he was sent to the European Theater of Operations 


February 11, 1944, and participated in the cam- 


paigns of Normandy, Rhineland, and the Ardennes. 
Private Butler received Sharpshooter’s Medal and 
was awarded European Theater of Operations Rib- 
bon with three Bronze Stars, American Theater 
Ribbon, World War II Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
the Purple Heart for wounds received in action. 
Returning to the United States he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, December 
25, 1945. He lives in Pine Bluff. 


14._T/Segt. Claud Rutherford, son of Ell Ruther- 
ford of Redfield, Arkansas, was born October 8, 
1921 at Sheridan, Arkansas. He attended Redfield 
High School and enlisted in the Air Corps May 
5, 1941. Sergeant Rutherford received his basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and later 
became a parachute rigger. He saw action on far- 
flung fronts, from the Aleutian Islands to New 
Guinea in the South Pacific. With a total of almost 
35 months of foreign service, he saw action in 
the Aleutian Islands, New Guinea, the Philippines 
and the Western Pacific and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Silver Star, the 
Good Conduct Medal, the American Defense, Ribbon 
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Star. 
He was honorably discharged October 28, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


15.—Cpl. Thomas Henry Rutherford, son of Ell 
and Ollie Rutherford of Redfield, Arkansas, was 
born at Sheridan, Arkansas, August 2, 1916. He 


attended Redfield High School and was employed 
as a telephone lineman until entering the military 
service July 9, 1941. Sent to Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, for basic training, he later attended Com- 
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ryman Badge. Corporal Rutherford 
onorably discharged September 19, 1945, at 
His wife is the former 
Anna Laura Hendrix. 


16.—Ist/Set. Robert Dee Garrett is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ivy Garrett of Altheimer, 
Arkansas, where he was born March 31, 1917. He 
attended Altheimer High School and . Arkansas 
A. & M. College and was principal of Fountain 
Arkansas, before entering military service. 
Sergeant Garrett entered the National Guard in 
September, 1937, and entered active service with 
the 206th Coast Artillery January 6, 1941. He 
became a mess sergeant and later a first sergeant 
and was sent to Alaska in August, 1941. Sergeant 
Garrett served in Alaska and was returned to 
the United States. He was later sent to Hawaii. 
Overseas a total of 31 months, he saw action in 
the Aleutians campaign and holds the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
American Defense Service Ribbon with foreign 
service clasp, Good Conduct Medal and Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, October 31, 1945. His wife is 
Johnnis Pearl Garrett. 


17.—Sgt. Martha Garrett Powers is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ivy Garrett of Altheimer, 
Arkansas. Born at Altheimer March 14, 1915, she 
was educated at Altheimer High School and the 
Miller-Hawkins Business School at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. She was a bookkeeper at the Franklin 
Laundry and Cleaners at Memphis before entering 
the Women’s Army Corps March 15, 1943. Sergeant 
Powers served her basic training at Ft. Des Moines, 
Iowa, and specialized in office work. Holder of 
the Good Conduct Medal and the Women’ s Auxiliary 
Corps Ribbon, she served almést two years of 
military service and was honorably discharged at 
the Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Salina, Kansas, 
epee 10, 1945. She and her husband have one 
child. 












18.—Gunnery Sgt. Fred Clifton Cearley, son of 
Fred C. and Dora Cearley of Pine Bluff was born 
October 8, 1914 at Sheridan, Arkansas. He at- 
tended the Pine Bluff schools and Dermott High 
School and was employed in railroad work until 
enlisting in the United States Marines April 17, 
1934. Sergeant Cearley served his basic training 
at Parris Island, South Carolina, and served in 
this country until he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific area in January, 1942. Overseas 18 months, 
he saw action at Guadalcanal and Tulagi and won 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Presidential 
Unit Citation, American Defense Service Ribbon 
and the American Theater Ribbon. He has held 
the Good Conduct Medal for eight years. Also an 
expert with the rifle, automatic rifle, machine gun 
and pistol, he is a veteran of more than 12 years 
in the Marine Corps. Sergeant Cearley is still in 
the service, stationed at Camp Pendleton, Califor- 
nia. His current enlistment expires in April, 1947. 
He and his wife, Lillian Frances, have one child. 


19.—Capt. Henry Keith Cearley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred C. Cearley of Pine Bluff was born at 
Dermott, Arkansas, June 9, 1921. Educated in the 
Dermott and McGehee public schools, he was em- 
ployed by the Western Electric Company at Little 
Rock until entering the Air Corps June 29, 1942. 
Sent to Midland, Texas, he was trained and com- 
missioned as a bombardier. In December, 1943, he 
was sent to the 8th Air Force in England and in 
two tours of overseas duty in the European Theater, 
he flew 54 combat missions with the 8th Air Force. 
Holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation with an Oak 














at Pine Bluff, December 25, 
Frances Louise Cearley. A 
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20.—T/Sgt. Lowell A. Cearley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred C. Cearley of Pine Bluff, was born at Sheridan, 
Arkansas, December 11, 1918. He attended Dermott 
High School and Monticello A. & M. before enter- 
ing the Army September 20,°1939. Sent to Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, for basic training, he later 
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1.—Lt. Commander Benjamin Campbell Jarvis, son 
of Maybell Campbell and J. Pitts Jarvis, Sr., was 
born August 9, 1916, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
attended Pine Bluff High School. Entering the 
Navy June, 1935, he attended the United States 
Naval Academy, qualifying as submarine com- 
mander. He served in the United States for five 
years and overseas for six years, participating in 
14 sub-sweeps in the South Pacific, and was 
awarded the Navy Cross, Silver Star, Gold Star 
in lieu of second Silver Star, Bronze Star Medal, 
Navy Commendation Ribbon with Bronze Star, 
Sub-combat Insignia with two Silver and two Gold 
Stars, and letters of commendation from General 
MacArthur and the superintendent of the Naval 
Academy. He is still in the service and is married 
to the former Miss Patricia Whitley. 


2.—Cpl. John Falls Bowen, son of Ruth Falls and 
Robert James Bowen, was born October 12, 1918, 
in Altheimer, Arkansas. He graduated from A\l- 
theimer High School and attended Monticello A. 
& M. College for three years. A member of the 
National Guard since 1937, he entered the Coast 
Guard January 6, 1941, receiving basic training at 
Monticello A. & M. and at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, 
Texas. Corporal Bowen departed August 16, 1941, 
for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and remained overseas 
for a year and two months. He lost his life at 
Dutch Harbor October 19, 1942. Corporal Bowen 
is survived by his parents, who live in Altheimer. 


3.—Aviation Ordnance Mate 2/c James William 
Carter is the son of Mrs. William C. Waller and 
the late J. W. Carter of Pine Bluff, where he was 
born April 22, 1923. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and was employed at Levine Brothers De- 
partment Store at the time he entered the Navy 
on July 15, 1942. He completed his basic training 
at San Diego, California and then attended Avi- 
ation Gunnery School. Mate Carter served. with 
Scouting Squadrons 12 and 47, and with Carrier 
Aircraft Units. In March, 19438, he was sent to 
Palmyra Island and remained overseas for 18 
months. He is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon, Aviation Gunner’s Wings, American 
Theater Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged December 17, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


4.—I1st Lt. James A. Jarvis, son of Maybell Camp- 
bell and Jessie Pitts Jarvis, Sr., was born June 10, 
1922, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine 
Bluff High School. Entering the Army Air Force 
March 24, 1942, he received basic training at San 
Antonio, Texas, and attended Pilots’ School and 
Airplane Mechanics’ School at Rantoul, Illinois, 
qualifying as airplane pilot. He departed in July, 
1944, for combat duty overseas and remained in 
the South Pacific Theater of Operations for a year 
and four months, spending three months with the 
Army of Occupation. He was awarded South 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, six Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Air Medal with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and Victory Medal. He is still in service 
at Scott Field, Illinois. His home is in Pine Bluff. 


[ 224 ] 


with two Battle | 
Service Ribbon. H 
July 3, 1945, at Camp 


‘ 


i 
imal 


15 





haa ay a 


5.—S/Sgt. Robert J. Bowen, Jr., son of Ruth Falls_ 
and Robert James Bowen, Sr., was born January 
29, 1917, in Altheimer, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Altheimer High 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville for three 
years. Entering the Army. Air Force May 15, 
1942, he received basic training at A. A. F. Airplane 
Mechanic Training Detachment, Casey ones 
School, Newark, N. J. Sergeant Bowen served 
overseas for two years and 10 months, participating 
in the air offensive over Europe, Normandy, Rhine- 
land, Ardennes, and Central Europe and_ was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, six Bronze Stars, 
Unit Citation, and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
September 26, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and returned to his home in Altheimer. 


6.—T/Sgt. Fred S. Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Moore, was born September 9, 1918, at Heber 
Springs, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and Louisiana State Teachers’ College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps March 30, 1942, he 
received basic training at Kelly Field, Texas. 
Serving three years attached to the 622nd A. A. F. 
Band, he departed January 4, 1945, for Italy, where 
he served one year. Returning to the United States 
January 22, 1946, he was honorably discharged 
January 29, 1946, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He 
lives in Pine Bluff with his wife, Clarice. 


7.—Capt. Byron Leon Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Westall, was born October 1, 1917, at Monti- 
cello, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and A. & M. College at Monticello, after- 
wards being employed as high school band director. 
Enlisting in the Army Ordnance June 6, 1941, he 
received basic training at Ft. George Wright, Wash- 
ington, and by attending Officer Candidate School 
at Aberdeen, Maryland, qualified for ammunition 
officer. After serving over two years attached 
to 40th Service Group (Avn.), he departed March 
8, 1944, for Italy and participated in the Rome- 
Arno offensive. He also served in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater, arriving at Tinian August 29, 
1945. In addition to Sharpshooter’s Medal, Captain 
Wilson received the American Defense Medal and 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater, American Theater, and Victory 
Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, February 22, 1946. He and his wife, Vir- 
ginia, live in Pine Bluff with their child. 


8.—Maj. J. Pitts Jarvis, Jr., son of Maybell Camp- 
bell and Jesse Pitts Jarvis, Sr., was born November 
15, 1918, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended 
Pine Bluff High School and the University of 
Arkansas School of Engineering. Entering the U. S. 
Army Ground Forces in September, 1941, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Croft, S. C., spe- 
cializing as adjutant, infantry company, and re- 
ceiving Marksmanship Medal and Infantry Combat 
Badge. Major Jarvis served for a year in the 
United States and departed in November, 1942, for 
the European Theater of Operations, remaining 
overseas for three years. He participated in cam- 
paigns of North Africa, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, and Germany, being 
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terminal leave in January, 1945, at Camp Wot 
he returned to Pine Bluff, where he lives with his 
wife, Marguerite. 


9.—Ist Lt. Orville L. Scott, son of Estelle D. and 
James Roy Scott, was born December 21, 1919), in 
Centerville, Arkansas. He attended Ola, ‘Arkansas, 
High School. Entering the Air on September 
4, 1940, he received basic training at Chanute Field, 
Illinois, and attended Airplane Mechanics’ School 
at Chanute Field; Flying Cadet Schools for Pilot, 
Southeast Training Command; Electrical Specialists’ 
School, Chanute Field; and Aircraft Maintenance 
Officers’ School at Chanute Field. He qualified 
as single engine fighter pilot; weather observing 
and reporting pilots aircraft maintenance officer, 
and aerial machine gun expert. Lieutenant Scott 
departed from the United States January 17, 1944, 
for the United Kingdom and remained overseas 
for more than nine months. He participated in the 
air offensive over Europe, campaigns of Normandy 
and Northern France, and the battle of Germany 
and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal with 27 Oak Leaf Clusters, and Presi- 
dential Unit Citation Badge with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster. He is still in the service. His wife, 
Amelia, and their child live in Ola, Arkansas. 


10.—Ens. William H. Bowen, son of Ruth Falls and 
Robert James Bowen, was born May 6, 1928, in 
Altheimer, Arkansas. He graduated from Al- 
theimer High School and attended Henderson 
State Teachers’ College. Enlisting in the Naval 
Air Force December 2, 1942, he was called to active 
service August 1, 1943, and received training at 
Troy, N> Yi;)Columbiayis2.Css, Chapel HillyeNec.. 
Peru, Indiana; DeLand, Florida; and Los Alamatos, 
California. Ensign Bowen served in the United 
States for two and a half years and was honorably 
discharged January 16, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. He lives in Altheimer. 


11.—Cpl. George W. Gandy is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Gandy of Pine Bluff, where he 
was born May 6, 1914. He attended Pine Bluff 
High School, Grand Central Art School at New 
York City and Washington University at St. Louis. 
Entering the military service February 7, 1941, he 
completed his basic training at Camp Robinson ’and 
was sent to the Aleutian Islands in April, 1942, 
for a stay of nearly 19 months. Returning to this 
country he served as an instructor in demolition 
at the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
until he was honorably discharged October 16, 1945, 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia. He earned the American 
Defense Service Ribbon, the American Theater 
Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star during his period of military 
service. 











12.—Storekeeper Aviation 3/c Travis Wayne Scott, 
son of Estelle Doris and James Roy Scott, was 
born January 6, 1924, in Ola, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Ola High School. Entering the Navy Feb- 
ruary 25, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, and attended training schools at Jackson- 
ville, Florida. He departed September 29, 1944, 
for the Central Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for nine months. He was 
awarded Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
and American Theater Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged April 6, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to his home in Ola, Arkansas. 


13.—S. 2/c James Carl Scott, son of James Roy 
and Doris Estelle Hays of Little Rock, was born 
at Ola, Arkansas, September PAL 1925. He at- 
tended Ola High School and entered military 
service in the U. S. Coast Guard July 21, 1943. 
After completing his basie training period at Gov- 
ernment Island, California, he was assigned to 
the Air-Sea Rescue branch and served with that 
unit throughout his Coast Guard service. A veteran 
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May 11, 1945, at the U. S. Naval sai 
cola, Florida. His wife is the former Edith To 
send of Wabbaseka, Arkansas. ™ 


15.—S/Segt. Harold R. Leake, son of Augustus Win- 
field and Viola H. Leake of Altheimer, Arkansas, 
was born at England, Arkansas, March Li" 3908; 
He attended the Altheimer and England public 
schools and was a rural mail carrier until enterin 
the military service April 10, 1942. He serv 
his basic training period at Camp Joseph T. Robin- 
son at Little Rock, and then served with the 9207th 
TSO of the Transportation Corps. A veteran of 
three and one-half years in the military service, he 
holds the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Barnes General Hospital, Vancouver, 
Washington, October 10, 1945. His wife is the 
former Annie Lou Bledsoe. 


16.—Lt. Col. Hans S. Johnson, son of Mr. and Moe 
John B. A. Johnson, Sr., was born at Pine Bluff, 
September 17, 1917. He received his education by 
attending Louisiana State University, after which 
he was engaged in farming. Enlisting in the Army 
Air Corps September 9, 1940, he attended Flying 
Schools at Randolph and Kelly Fields and received 
pilot’s rating April 26, 1941. Specializing as oper- 
ations and training staff officer, Colonel Johnson 
spent over two years in the Canal Zone and was 
awarded the American Defense Ribbon and Ameri- 
ean Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star. While 
on terminal leave, he was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel December 20, 1945. He was relieved from 
active duty and reverted to inactive status at expira- 
tion of terminal leave February 9, 1946. 


17.—Lt. Col. John B. A. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John B. A. Johnson, Sr., of Pine Bluff, was born in 
that city October 17, 1910. He attended Mississippi 
State College and was employed as an engineer with 
the Arkansas Power & Light Company before enter- 
ing military service December 4, 1940. Colonel 
Johnson had received his military training in the 
Mississippi State College R. O. T. C. unit and was 
assigned to the 94th Anti-Aireraft Bn. Arriving 
in Australia in February, 1942, he served as 
battalion commander of his unit throughout the 
East Indies, Papuan, New Guinea, Bismarck 
Archipelago and Southern Philippines campaign. 
Overseas 40 months, he is the holder of the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the American 
Defense Service Ribbon. He was wounded in action 
in New Guinea. Colonel Johnson was placed on 
inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, Septem- 
ber 22, 1945. He and his wife, Ethel, have a daughter. 


18.—Maj. Kenneth Culver Johnson is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John B. A. Johnson of Pine Bluff, where he 
was born September 7, 1912. He is a graduate of Pine 
Bluff High School and Mississippi State College 
and was employed as an engineer for the Arkansas 
Power and Light Company until entering military 
service May 8, 1942. He was a member of the 
Chemical Warfare branch and attended the ad- 
vanced course of the Chemical Warfare School. 
Major Johnson is a veteran of almost four years’ 
service both in this country and in the European 
theater. He served as engineering and _ utility 
maintenance officer with his unit. He was placed 
on inactive duty January 10, 1946, at Ft. Meade, 
Maryland. Major Johnson and his wife, Helene, have 
one son, Kenneth C. Johnson, Jr. 
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1.—Segt. Gerald D. Crowder, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther Crowder, was born October 7, 1914, in 
Saltillo, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1916. 
He received his education by attending Pine Bluff 
_Publie Schools. Entering the Medical Corps April 
9, 1942, Sergeant Crowder received basic training 
at Turner Field, Georgia, and served as a medic 
in the United States for nearly four years. After 
being honorably discharged January 8, 1946, at 
Scott Field, Illinois, he returned to Pine Bluff, 
where he lives with his wife, Flossie. 

2.—Pfc. Billy Haynes Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
V. O. Owen, was born May 28, 1923, in Brady, 
Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High School, 
Arkansas A. & M. College, and the University of 
Tennessee. Entering the Medical Department and 
Infantry June 29, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Grant, Illinois, and attended Dental 
Technician’s School, qualifying in dental laboratory 
training. He also qualified as automatic rifleman 
and rifle sharpshooter. After serving for nearly 
two years in the United States with the medics, 
Private Owen departed March 20, 1945, for Ger- 
many, and remained overseas for more than a 
year, participating in the campaign of Central 
Germany ahd spending 10 months with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded European Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon, Occupation Ribbon, and 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge. After being honor- 
ably discharged April 25, 1946, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, he returned to his home in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. 


3.—Pvt. Donald Marian Farr was born at Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. M. Farr of that city. He attended the Pine Bluff 
schools before entering the United States Army 
on May 9, 1944. He received his basic infantry 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and arrived in 
the European Theater in January, 1945, where he 
served as automatic rifleman with Company K, 
47th Infantry. He participated in the Central Ger- 
many campaign and took part in the historic capture 
of the German bridge across the Rhine at Remagen, 
which paved the way for the final successful drive 
to end the war. He received severe concussion, 
without surface wounds, and was later sent to 
Brooke Convalescent Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, for honorable discharge, August 14, 1945. 
Private Farr was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, a Presidential Cita- 
tion, the Good Conduct Medal and the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge for his meritorious service. 


4.—T/5 James L. Crowder, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther Crowder, was born at Saltillo, Mississippi, 
July 6, 1918, moving to Arkansas that same year. 
He received his education by attending First Ward 
Grammar School and Pine Bluff and Dollarway High 
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g in the United States 18 
nths, Se jhe s was sent to the European 
Theater of Operations, arriving in England Janu- 
ary 29, 1943. He participated in combat missions 
over enemy-held territory on the continent. Among. 
other decorations, he received the European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with six Battle Stars. 
Presidential Citation, and Good. Conduct Medal. 
He was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, October 3, 1945, and returned to Pine 
Bluff where he lives with his wife, Frances Vir- 
ginia. 
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Schools. Entering the Signal Corps April 18, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas. 
and later attended Service School at Ft. Monmouth, 
N. J., where he specialized in telephone and tele- 
graph installation and repair. Attached to 555th 
Signal Depot Co., he departed February 10, 1945, 
for LeHavre, France, and was later sent to Manila. 
P. I., serving in both the European and Asiatic- 
Pacific theaters. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, January 9, 1946, and lives in Pine 
Bluff with his wife, Frieda, and their children. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Maurice Owen, son of Eula M. and 
V. O. Owen, was born May 30, 1926, in Grady, Ar- 
kansas. He attended Pine Bluff High School and 
graduated from Georgia Military Academy April 
29, 1944. Entering the Navy June 20, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended S. C. T. C. School at Terminal Island, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as gunner. Attached to the 
U.S.S. Y. M. S. 428, he departed April 7, 1945, for 
Cole Bay, Alaska, and was later sent to Guam. 
Overseas for a year and two months, Seaman Owen 
participated in the Aleutian campaign and was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged January 6, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. 


6.—Boatswain 2/c Frederick Arthur Peterson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Henry Peterson, was born 
July 19, 1922, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Pine Bluff Grade and High Schools, after- 
wards being engaged as a grocer. Entering the 
Navy August 1, 1941, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California. He served for six months 
in the United States and departed February 4, 
1942, for the Canal Zone and Japan. Overseas for 
more than four years, he spent eight months with 
the occupation forces in Japan. He is still in the 
service and expects to be discharged August 1, 
1947. His home is in Pine Bluff. 


7.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Dewey Edward 
Wallace, son of Mr. and Mrs. Emmette Earl Wal- 
lace, was born August 31, 1918, in Kosciusko, Mis- 
sissippi, moving to Arkansas in 1920. He graduated 
from Pine Bluff High School in 1939, afterwards 
being employed for two years as salesman for the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southeast Arkansas, 
and for five years as switchman for the St. Louis 
Southwestern Railroad Company. Entering the 
Naval Air Corps November 11, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and at- 
tended Aviation Machinist’s Mate School at Nor- 
man, Oklahoma; Torpedo Bomber and Fighter Air- 
craft School at Memphis, Tennessee, and Aerial 
Free Gunnery School at Corpus Christi, Texas, 
qualifying as aviation machinist. Mate Wallace 
served in the United States for two years with 
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1g in the Pacific area with 
ntry, in July, 1944, he saw 
service and took part in the 
e Southern Philippines and the 
Sergeant Crowder was awarded 
-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
and one Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation 
ibbon with one Star, Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon and the Combat Infantryman Badge. After 
serving four months with the Army of Occupation 
of Japan, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, February 4, 1946. 


—Ist Lt. Homa B. Stillwell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 









S. B. Stillwell of Pine Bluff was born at Galena,. 


Illinois, October 3, 1920, and moved with his parents 
to Arkansas in 1921. He graduated from Pine 
Bluff High School and attended Monticello A. & M. 

before enlisting in the Air Corps in September, 
1941. Lieutenant Stillwell received his flight train- 
ing at San Antonio, Uvalde, San Angelo and Mis- 
sion, Texas and was commissioned as a pilot in- 
structor at Moore Field, Mission, Texas, and as a 
gunnery instructor at Matagorda Island, Texas. 
This young officer has signed to remain in the Air 
Corps and will serve as an instructor at Luke Field, 
Arizona. 


10.—Cpl. Wayne Lamar Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
V. O. Owen, was born June 20, 1925, in Grady, Ark- 
ansas. He attended White Hall and Pine Bluff High 
Schools. Entering the Marine Corps August 11, 1943, 
he received boot training at San Diego Recruiting 
Depot, qualifying as rifleman and marksman. He 
departed December 21, 1943, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations and remained overseas for two years, 
participating in the campaign of Okinawa and 
battles of Saipan and Tinian. He was wounded in 
action and was awarded the Purple Heart and 
Good Conduct Medal. Corporal Owen spent three 
months with the occupational forces in Japan and 
was honorably discharged January 10, 1946, at 
Great Lakes, Illinois. He lives in Pine Bluff with 
his wife, Barbara. 


11.—Warrant Officer Lee A. LaMonica, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Morgan of Pine Bluff, was born Janu- 
ary 31, 1920 and attended High School at Pine 
Bluff prior to entering the Regular Army July 23, 
1940. Assigned to the Air Corps, he completed his 
training at Randolph Field, Texas; Lincoln Aero- 
nautical Institute at Lincoln, Nebraska, and Tech- 
nical Inspectors School at Lowery Field, Colorado. 
A veteran of five and one-half years in the Army, 
he serves as an air inspector for the Flying Train- 
ing Command and the Air Technical Service Com- 
mand. Warrant Officer LaMonica is remaining 
in the service and is now on active duty. 


12.—T/Segt. David Abraham Cox, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Cox of Route 2, Rison, Arkansas, was 
born at Murfreesboro, Arkansas, February 1, 1923. 
Educated at Rison and Watson Chapel High Schools, 
he was employed as a carman apprentice by the 
St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company at Pine 
Bluff until entering the U. S. Marine Corps Janu- 
ary 8, 1943. Sent to San Diego, California, to 
serve his basic training, he later attended the Naval 
Technical School at San Diego and became an 
occupational technician. Sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands in December, 1943, he remained overseas 
more than 19 months, serving with the 2nd Marine 
Aircraft Wing and the Fleet Marine Force, Air- 
eraft. Sergeant Cox took part in the battle for 
Okinawa. He was honorably discharged at San 
Diego, California, January 12, 1946. 
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party work. Arriving in the Pacific in September, 


1944, he remained overseas for 11 months and took 

rt in the Philippines and Okinawa campaigns. 
le was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon and the Victory Ribbon, for his service on the 
U.S.S. O’Conto. He was honorably discharged No- 
vember 23, 1945, at the U. S. Naval Special Hos- 
pital, Banning, California. 


14.—S/Sgt. Charles E. Moore is the son of Alvin 
and Ruby Moore of Pine Bluff and was born October 
28, 1920, at Decatur, Alabama, moving with his 
family to Arkansas in 1934. He attended Pine 
Bluff High School and was employed at the Pine 
Bluff Arsenal before entering the Air Corps Sep- 
tember 16, 1942. He completed his basic training 
at Bowman Field, Kentucky, and was sent to Gulf- 
port, Mississippi and to Douglas Aircraft in Cali- 
fornia for specialized training, qualifying for service 
as a crew chief and later as a mechanic, and was 
attached to the 72nd Squadron, 434th Troop Carrier 
Group. Among his awards for meritorious service, 
Sergeant Moore received the American Theater 
Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and Marksmanship Medals (rifle and. 


pistol). He was honorably discharged from the 
service December 4, 1945, at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana. He and his wife, Harryene, are the 


parents of one child. 


15.—Aviation Ordnanceman 3/c Buford James Koen, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Clyde Koen, was born 
November 3, 1925, in Leesville, Louisiana, later 
He attended Leesville Public 
Schools and Pine Bluff Public Schools, afterwards 
being employed as railway clerk at St. Louis South- 
western Railroad Company. Entering the Navy 
January 3, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Ordnance, Radar 
Operator, and Gunnery Schools, qualifying in ord- 
After serving more than a year in the 
United States, he departed May 30, 1945, for 
Hawaii and remained overseas for 10 months. He 
was honorably discharged April 30, 1946, at Mem- 
piss Tennessee, and returned to his home in Pine 
tet 


16.—Pvt. Sanford Lee Varnell is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gillie Booker Varnell and was born at Rison, 
Arkansas, March 25, 1909. After completing his 
education at the Bethel and Rison (Arkansas) 
schools, he was employed at the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
prior to entering the service April 3, 1944, at Camp 
Robinson. He was assigned to the Cavalry and 
received his training at the Cavalry Replacement 
Training Center, Ft. Riley, Kansas, remaining there 
throughout his five months in the Army. He was 
honorably discharged September 11, 1944, at Ft. 
Riley, Kansas. He and his wife, Addie Catherine, 
have three children. 


17.—Pfe. Royce C. Carter is the son of Esther 
Evans of Pine Bluff. He was born at Brentham, 
Texas, December 8, 1918, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in.1921. Completing his education in 
the Thornton schools, he was employed as a truck 
driver until entering military service March 20, 
1944. He received his basic infantry training at 
Camp Fannin, Texas, and was assigned to Company 
I, 335th Regt., 84th Infantry Division. Arriving 
overseas in October, 1944, he saw action in the 
bloody Battle of the Bulge and at the Rhine River 
crossing. Wounded twice, he was awarded the 
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster and the 
European Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged September 14, 1945, at Bruns General 
Hospital, Santa Fe, New Mexico. He and his wife, 
Martha, have two children. 
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Pine Bluff Arsenal. Entering the Marine rps 
June 8, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, receiving Sharpshooter’s Medal 
and qualifying as expert with bayonet and pistol. 
He departed August 27, 1942, for Guadalcanal and 
served in that campaign. He contracted an illness 
and was transferred to New Zealand. On March 
9, 1945, Corporal Oldner was sent to Aleutian 
Islands. He was awarded one Battle Star, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation. 
Corporal Oldner was discharged at First Seperation 
is B., San Diego, California, June 
18, 1946. 
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19.—Sgt. James M. Evans, son of Rowland Evans 
of Pine Bluff was born at Thornton, Arkansas, 
May 14, 1924. He attended Thornton High School 
and was a chemical plant worker until entering 
the Army Air Corps August 7, 1944. He served 
his basic training period at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
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1.—T/5 Jesse Rushing Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Benjamin Wade Allen, Sr., was born August 30. 
1920, at Hamburg, Arkansas. He attended Hamburg 
High School. Entering the Infantry April 24, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California. After training in the United States six 
months he departed in October, 1942, for the 
Aleutian Islands and the European theater. He 
served in the Alaskan, Aleutian Islands, Normandy, 


Northern France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and Ger- ; 


many campaigns. Among other decorations, he 
was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. Re- 
ceiving an honorable discharge at Denver, Colorado, 
in December, 1945, he returned to Pine Bluff, where 
he lives with his wife, Betty. 


2—Pfe. Glenn A. Halstead, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Halstead of 1503 East 7th Street, Pine Bluff. 
was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, July 31, 1926. 
He attended Pine Bluff High School and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas at Fayetteville before entering 
the Army Air Corps January 18, 1943. He com- 


pleted his basic training at Amarillo Army Air ° 


Field, Amarillo, Texas, and served one year in this 
country. In March, 1946, Private Halstead was 
sent to the European theater to join the Army 
of Occupation of Germany. He plans to remain in 
the military service with the Army Air Corps. 


3.—Cpl. Carl Newton Oldner, Jr., son of Mary Fry 
and Carl N. Oldner, Sr., was born June 30, 1918, in 
Kingsland, Arkansas. He attended Kingsland 
School, afterwards being employed by S. M. Dixon, 
contractor, Warren, Arkansas, for five years as 
concrete mixer and light truck driver. Entering 
the Quartermaster Corps March 14, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and 
Rapid City, S. D., qualifying as cook and truck 
driver. Corporal Oldner served more than a year 
in the United States attached to Qm. R. K. Co. No. 
1923, departing July 16, 1943, for Europe. He par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Normandy, Rhine- 
land, Ardennes, Northern France and_ Central 
Europe. Overseas more than two years, his com- 
pany built the first U. S. airstrip in France and 
was part of the “Red Ball Express” which kept the 
advancing army supplied with food, ammunition, 
and supplies. He drove light and heavy Army 
trucks from Normandy Beach to inland dumps and 
followed the front lines into Germany, hauling 
bombs and ammunition for the Ninth Air Force. 
He was awarded Marksmanship Medals for rifle 
and sub-machine gun, Truck Driver’s Medal, Unit 
Citation for Ninth Air Force, Good Conduct Medal, 
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service as an engineer-gunner. Arriving in ~ 
European theater in November, 1944, he participated _ 
in the air battle of the Balkans and the Rhineland, 
Po Valley and Rome-Arno campaigns. Overseas 
seven months, he earned the Air Medal with two | 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal and 
the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars. Sergeant Evans was honorably discharged 
November 5, 1945, at Scott Field, Illinois. 
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European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon 
with one Silver Service Star, four Battle Stars, 
and Unit Service Decoration. He served with the 
Army of Occupation from V-E Day to September 1. 
1945. After being honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 22, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. 


4.—Capt. Benjamin Wade Allen, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Wade Allen, Sr., was born 
June 24, 1916, at Hamburg, Ark. He attended 
Hamburg High School and Arkansas A. & M. Col- 
lege. Enlisting in the armed forces March 12, 1941, 
he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and 
attended Officers Training School at Camp Davis, 
North Carolina, qualified for battery commander. 
After one year’s training in the United States, he 
departed June 24, 1942, as anti-aircraft automatic 
weapons unit commander and participated in the 
campaigns on Papua, New Guinea, Bismarck Archi- 
pelago and the Philippines. He received shrapnel 
wounds in the stomach and back and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four 
Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with two Bronze Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge, 
American Theater and American Defense Ribbons 
and Bronze Star. Captain Allen was honorably 
discharged January 18, 1946 at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 


5.—2nd Lt. Clint W. Halstead, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. W. Halstead, was born June 15, 1924, in 
Thayer, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1925. He 
attended Pine Bluff High School. Entering the 
Army Air Corps February 22, 1943, he received 
basic training at Independence Army Air Field, 
Independence, Kansas, and attended Service School 
at University of Tampa, Florida, qualifying as 
instructor of pilots. After serving in the United 
States for two and a half years, Lieutenant Hal- 
stead was placed on inactive duty in September, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He is now 
attending the University of Arkansas. His wife, 
Dorothy Lee, and their child, live in Pine Bluff. 


6.—SSML 3/e William Louis Dunham is the son of 
Lillie Mae and William Dawson Dunham of Pine 
Bluff, where he was born September 15, 1919. He 
attended Watson Chapel and Pine Bluff High 
Schools and was a laundry salesman until entering 
the Navy Seabees October 4, 1948. He completed 
his basic training at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, and was assigned to the 94th Naval Con- 
struction Battalion. In December, 1943, he was 
sent with this unit to the Hawaiian Islands. Over- 
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Fry and Carl N. Oldner, was born January 16, 
1924, in Kingsland, Arkansas. He attended Kings- 
land School and Vocational School at Rison, Ark- 
ansas, for a chemistry course, afterwards being 
employed by the Arkansas State Highway Depart- 
ment and as a cafe worker. Entering the Navy 
July 22, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and departed in January, 1943, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. 
Serving on the U.S.S. Tallulah, U.S.S. Gemini, 
and U.S.S. Neches, he remained overseas almost 
three years and participated in campaigns of the 
Marshall Islands, Leyte, Iwo Jima, Guadalcanal, 
the Philippines, and Japan, the Neches being the 
eleventh ship to enter Tokyo Bay at the time of 
the .Japanese surrender. Seaman Oldner was 
awarded the American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Star, and World War 
II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
December 13, 1945, in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
returned to his home in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 


8.—Ist Lt. Charles R. Garner is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Doyle Garner of Pine Bluff where he 
was born January 21, 1924. He was educated at 
the University of Arkansas and was a concrete 
inspector until entering the Army Air Corps Oc- 
tober 29, 1942. He had enlisted in the Reserve in 
June, 1942. Lieutenant Garner completed his flight 
training at Oxnard and Lemoore, California, and 
then at Luke Field, Arizona, where he was com- 
missioned as a fighter pilot. In June, 1944, he was 
sent to the Southwest Pacific theater and served in 
the Philippine and New Guinea campaigns. Over- 
seas almost seven months, he flew 51 combat mis- 
sions in P-39, P-40 and P-51 aircraft and suffered 
injuries to his hearing when forced to bail out of 
his plane. Holder of the Air Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Star and the Victory Ribbon, he also holds 
the Expert’s Medal for machine gun and pistol. 
Lieutenant Garner was released from active service 
at the AAF Convalescent Hospital, Ft. Logan, 
Colorado, December 4, 1945. He and his wife, 
Margaret, have one child. 


9.—SC 2/c William Eugene Thomas, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Thomas of Pine Bluff, was born 
June 4, 1923 at Little Rock. He attended the 
Monticello schools and was employed as a motor 
dispatcher at the Pine Bluff Arsenal until entering 
the Navy in February, 1948. Upon the completion 
of is boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he was 
stationed at Corpus Christi, Texas, until arriving 
in the South Pacific theater in November, 1943. 
Overseas two years, he took part in the Philippine 
campaign and in landing troops and supplies for 
several other operations. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, he was returned to this country and sta- 
tioned at San Diego, California until he was honor- 
ably discharged in March, 1946. 


10.—Aviation Cadet Rodney Garner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Doyle Garner, was born November 7, 1925, 
in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended First Ward 
Grammar School and Pine Bluff High School. 
Entering the Army Air Force January 9, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended training school at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
where he received aerial engineer’s wings. He is 
still in service. His home is in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 


11.—Watertender 2/e Alfred Benjamin Dunham, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Dunham, was born September 
6, 1921, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, moving to Houston, 
Texas, in 1938. He attended Pine Bluff High 


7.—Seaman 1/c John William Oldner, son of Mary 
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12._S/Sgt. Tamer B. Paterson son oe Mr, a 
Henry J. Peterson, was born in Pine Bluff, . 
sas, May 8, 1917. He attended Pine Bluff eer 
School and the University of Arkansas and was 





employed as a chemist for the United States Food . 


and Drug Administration at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He enlisted in the Navy V-5 program in October, 
1941, and entered the Army Air Corps August 17, 
1942. Receiving his basic training at Boca Raton, 
Florida, he was attached to the 501st Bomb Group 
and arrived in the South Pacific in March, 1945. 
Overseas nine months, he took part in the air of- 
fensive of Japan and the Eastern Mandates and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged December 24, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 


13.—Pfc. William Gordon Green, son of Mrs. Cor- 
nelius C. Green and the late Rev. Cornelius C. 
Green, was born December 4, 1920, at Camden, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Pine Bluff Public Schools. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers July 3, 1942, at Little Rock, he 
received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mis- 
souri, qualifying for field lineman. After training 
for almost six months he was sent to North Africa 


-attached to General Patton’s First Army, landing 


at Casablanca December 12, 1942. Private Green 
was in action in Algeria, French Morocco, Tunisia, 
Sicily, Normandy, Northern France, Central Europe, 
Rhineland, and the Ardennes and was wounded 
March 12, 1945. For meritorious service he was 
awarded the European - African - Middle Eastern 
Theater Service Ribbon with one Silver Star and 
three Bronze Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge, Good 
Conduct Medal, Presidential Citation, and the Purple 
Heart. Returning to the United States September 
19, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, September 26, 1945. 


14—T/4 Robert W. Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. A. 
Brown, was born April 6, 1915, at Fulton, Ken- 
tucky, moving to Arkansas in 1916. He received 
his education by attending Pine Bluff High School, 
after which he was employed as clerk for the St! 
Louis and Southwestern Railway Co. Entering the 
Transportation Corps September 27, 19438, he re- 
ceived basic training at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
specializing as traffic man, railway. After four 
months’ training attached to 6th Traffic Reg., Gp. 
T. C., he departed February 11, 1944, for England 
and participated in the campaigns of the Ardennes 
and Rhineland. He was awarded the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and World War II Victory Ribbon, Re- 
turning to the United States December 24, 1945, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, January 9, 1946. He and his wife, 
Mildred, live in Pine Bluff with their child. 


15.—Pfe. George Edward Mitchell, son of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Mitchell and the late R. P. Mitchell, was 
born September 21, 1922, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
He attended First Ward Grade School and graduated 
from Pine Bluff High School, afterwards being 
employed as switchman for the St. Louis South- 
western Railway Company in Pine Bluff. Entering 
the Marine Corps October 18, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Radio School at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, Califor- 
nia, qualifying as radio operator and receiving 
Marksmanship Medal. Private Mitchell departed 
July 28, 1944, for the Pacific Theater of Operations. 
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rope campaigns. Sergeant Jamerson served over- 

ey - ; 14 and a half months, spending 11 months as 

a prisoner of war. He was awarded the European- 

_ African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and Good Conduct Medal. He received 
an honorable discharge at Miami Beach, October 
2, 1945, and returned to Sheridan, where he lives. 
with his wife, Cloma. 


17.—S/Sgt. George D. Lawhorn, son of Myrtle 
Howell and James Floyd Lawhorn, was born Janu- 
ary 26, 1923, at Decatur, Alabama, moving to Arkan- 
sas September 8, 1937. Receiving his education at 
Decatur Grammar School and Pine Bluff High 
School, he was afterwards employed as mechanic 
by the Pine Motor Company. Entering the Army 
Air Force November 4, 1942, he reteived basic train- 
ing at Eagle Pass, Texas, and later attended Air- 
plane Mechanics’ School at Gulfport, Mississippi, 
ualifying for gunner-engineer. After serving in 
the United States two years, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater December 2, 1944, attached 
to 491st Bomb Squadron, 341lst Bomb Group. He 
made 18 missions over enemy-occupied China, and 
he and his pilot flew a B-26 from Calcutta to Ger- 
many via Cairo, Naples, and Paris.. After serving 
two months in the Central European theater, 
Sergeant Lawhorn returned to the United States, 
December 23, 1945. He received a diploma at Gulf- 
port July 28, 1948, as airplane mechanic and was 
awarded Presidential Unit Citation and Asiatic- 
Pacific, European Theater of Operations, American 
Defense and China Operations Ribbons. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks De- 
cember 30, 1945, and lives in Pine Bluff. 


18.—Sgt. James Buchannan Thompson was_ born 
‘June 25, 1919, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He at- 
tended First Ward Grammar School, Pine Bluff 
Junior High School, Grand Prairie, Texas, Junior 
High School, and Pine Bluff Senior High School. 
Entering the 126th Armored Ordnance Bn., 4th 
Armored Division, October 9, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualify- 
ing in armored ordnance maintenance and as rifle 
sharpshooter. Attached to Infantry Replacement, 
Sergeant Thompson departed March 1, 1945, for Le- 


cee ie 
and the Rome-Arno, Rhineland, and Central 
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rs. He was honorably dis- 
946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 


ory Ribbon, duct Medal, 
1 returned to 


Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where 


he lives with bis wife, Ruth, ard their children. 


19.—Chief Machitiist’s Mate Ralph Morris Albright, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar A. Albright, was born 
at Cave City, Arkansas, June 15, 1918. Receiving 
his education at East Side Junior High School 
(Little Rock) and England High School, he was 
employed as a mechanic’s helper, service station 
attendant and farmer prior to his entrance into 
the Navy August 14, 1936., Following boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, he served continuously 
at sea, being attached successively on the U.S.S. 


~Memphis, the U.S.S. Tippecanoe and the U.S.S. 


Breton, serving on the Tippecanoe during the war. 
Among his engagements were the Battle of the 
Coral Sea, the Aleutian campaigns and the Sol- 
omons campaign, and included among his decorations 
are the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon with Star, the 
American Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal with Star, the World War II Victory Ribbon 
and an award for service in Japan. He was honor- 
ably discharged August 16, 1946, at San Diego.’ He 
and his wife, Mable Frances Albright, are the 
parents of a son, Jeffery Morris. 


20.—T/Sgt. Charles Wilbourne Albright, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar A. Albright of England, Arkansas, 
was born at Batesville, Arkansas, December 9, 1915. 
After attending the Little Rock and England schools, 
he was employed as a salesman. He first saw 
military service with the National Guard in 1933 
and 1934, and entered the Army Air Corps in No- 
vember, 1940. He received his basic training at 
March Field, California, later attending specialist 
schools at Chanute Field, Illinois, and Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Arriving overseas with his unit, the 30th 
Bomber Group, in September, 1942, Sergeant Al- 
bright participated in the Papuan, New Guinea, 
Bismarek Archipelago, Northern Solomons, Guadal- 
canal campaigns and in the anti-sub patrol. He 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, the 
Good Conduct Medal and the American Defense 
Service Ribbon. Overseas one year, he returned 
to this country and was assigned to the 3704th 
Army Air Force Base Unit. A veteran of almost 
five years’ Army service and holder of marks- 
man’s rating in the use of the pistol and_ sub- 
machine gun and a Sharpshooter’s Medal for pro- 
ficiency with the carbine, he was honorably dis- 
charged May 26, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
His wife is the former Alene Warren. They are 
the parents of a son. 





MAURICE LEE BRITT 


Capt. Maurice Lee Britt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Britt of Lonoke, Arkan- 
sas, was born June 29, 1919, at Carlisle, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation in Lonoke High School and at the University of Arkansas, where 
he received his first military training in the R. O. T. C. unit of that school. 
Entering the Army on December 5, 1941, he was sent to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for further training and became a company commander in the 
famous 30th Infantry. Captain Britt arrived in North Africa with his 
unit in October, 1942, and during his eighteen months overseas, he saw 
action in the bloody battles in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. This brave 
young officer was wounded in action four times and is one of our nation’s 
best known soldiers. He was awarded the highest military award that a 
serviceman can receive, the coveted Congressional Medal of Honor, for 
gallantry above and beyond the call of duty. He is the holder also of three 
other famous awards for bravery, the Distinguished Service Cross, which 
ranks second only to the Congressional Medal, the Silver Star and the 
Bronze Star. He was also awarded a high British government decoration 
for gallantry, the British Military Cross, as well as the Purple Heart with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Distinguished Unit Badge and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge. Captain Britt also holds the Expert’s Medal for rifle, 
machine gun, bayonet, mortar and pistol. He was placed on inactive status 
on December 27, 1944; at O’Reilly General Hospital, Springfield, Missouri. 
He and his wife, Nancy, have one child. 
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HARLAN W. BAILEY 


Capt. Harlan W. Bailey, son of Lalah M. and the late George C. Bailey, was 
born June 7, 1918, in Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended Ward, Arkansas, 
Primary School; Bokhoma, Oklahoma, Grade School; Haworth, Oklahoma, 
High School; Lonoke, Arkansas, High School; and University of Arkansas 
for one year, afterwards being engaged in the lumber business. Entering 
the Army Ordnance May 31, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Sut- 
North Carolina, and attended Ordnance, Automotive Maintenance, and 
Military Law Schools, qualifying in ordnance (depot and supply) .and as 
dock officer. He also qualified as expert marksman with rifle, machine 
gun, and pistol. After serving a year and a half in the United States with 
the 302nd Ordnance Regiment and 820th Ordnance Depot Company, he 
departed October 6, 1943, for England and remained overseas nearly two 
years. After being honorably discharged November 1, 1945, at Camp 
Grant, Illinois, he returned to Lonoke, where he lives with his wife, Nalore. 
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Ist Lt. Cordy A. Ramer, Jr., son of Susan F. and Cordy A. Ramer, 
Sr., was born March 1, 1920, in Hattiesville, Arkansas. He 
attended England High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, 
afterwards being engaged as aircraft mechanic. Entering the 
Army Air Corps September 3, 1942, he received basic training at 
Santa Ana, California, and attended Bombardier Training School, 
qualifying as bombardier. Lieutenant Ramer departed March 
10, 1944, for England and remained overseas more than a year, 
participating in the air offensive over Europe and air combat 
over Northern France. He was awarded the Air Medal with two 
Oak Leaf Clusters and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Ribbon with three Bronze Stars. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 31, 1945, at Scott Field, Illinois, he 
returned to Plumerville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Evelyn, and their child. 





CORDY A. RAMRER, JR. 


Storekeeper 2/c Terry P. Axley, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. O. Axley, 
was born at Warren, Arkansas, on September 5, 1914. After 
attending Warren High School, College of the Ozarks (Clarks- 
ville) and the University of Arkansas, he entered the United 
States Navy Seabees in December, 1942, was sent to Norfolk, 
Virginia, for basic training and afterwards was assigned the 
duty of handling supplies. He arrived in the South Pacific Area 
in April, 1943, and participated in the South and Central Pacific 
campaigns, and in the fighting around the Fiji Islands, Palau 
and Peleliu. After more than twenty-seven months of foreign 
service he was returned to this country in July, 1945, and honor- 
ably discharged September 15, 1945, at New Orleans. He is the 
husband of Mrs. Bertha Margaret Axley. 





TERRY P. AXLEY 
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T/Sgt. Garland W. Womack, son of Harve H. and Grace Ridout 
Womack, was born at Des Arc, Arkansas, on October 28, 1919. 
Graduating from Cabot High School in 1937, he attended Beebe 
Agricultural Junior College, Draughon’s School of Business, and 
Texas School of Aviation. Entering the Army Air Corps on 
December 27, 1940, and the Infantry on October 22, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, specializing as 
instructor (IRTC) and platoon sergeant. After serving almost 
three years in the United States, he departed May 12, 1944, with 

the 134th Infantry, 35th Division, for England. Sergeant 
Womack participated in the Invasion of Normandy, Northern 
France, Central Europe, and Rhineland, being wounded in action 
on July 29, 1944. After serving almost six months with the 
Army of Occupation, he returned to the United States on Novem- 
ber 13, 1945. For meritorious service he was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Medal, and European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon with four Bronze Battle Stars. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, November 20, 1945, and lives in 
Little Rock with his wife, Betty, and their child. 





GARLAND W. WOMACK 


Petty Officer 3/¢c Henry Harve Womack, son of James B. and Helen 
Womack of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Sparta, Tennessee, on June 
28, 1898. He completed his education at Des Arc, Arkansas, after moving 
to Arkansas with his family in 1910. He entered the United States Navy 
on October 21, 1942, and served his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. 
Officer Womack became a shore patrol specialist and served two years and 
eight months with the shore patrol at Naval Air Technical Training Cen- 
ters. He was honorably discharged at the Naval Air Training Center at 
Memphis, Tennessee, on July 6, 1945. He and his wife, the former Grace 
Ridout, are the parents of two children. 





HENRY HARVE WOMACK 


Flight Officer Harve Eldon Womack, son of Harve and Grace Womack of 
Cabot, Arkansas, was born at Des Arc, Arkansas, on September 21, 1921. 
He attended Cabot High School, Beebe Agricultural College, and Arkansas 
State College at Jonesboro before entering the Army Air Corps in Sep- 
tember, 1942. Officer Womack completed his basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and then was selected to attend Glider Pilot’s School. He was 
commissioned as a glider pilot and became a glider instructor at Berg- 
stron Field, Austin, Texas. He served the remainder of his three years 
in the military service at Bergstron Field. Officer Womack was released 
from active duty in September, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He and 
his wife, the former Clara Mae Haynie, have one child. 





HARVE ELDON WOMACK 
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Lt. Bernard Berman, son of Mr. and Mrs. I. Berman of the Bronx, New ~ 
York, was born July 3, 1920, in New York City. He graduated from New © 
York City High School and attended Fordham University one year. Lieu- 
tenant Berman entered the United States Army Paratroops in May, 1941, 
and received his basic training at Camp Upton, New York, and later at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. His wife is Dorothy Berman of Lonoke, Arkansas. 
No further details regarding the service record of Lieutenant Berman 
were furnished. 





BERNARD BERMAN 


Radioman 3/c George Allen Woods, son of Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Massie, 
was born February 11, 1926, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine 
Bluff and Carlisle High Schools. Entering the Navy June 2, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended A. & M. 
College at Bryan, Texas, qualifying as radioman. He served for more than 
two years in the United States and departed October 4, 1945, for Tientsin, 
China, remaining overseas for more than six months. After being honor- 
ably discharged April 27, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Carlisle, Arkansas. 





( Me, 


GEORGE A. WOODS 


1st Lt. James Thomas Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Ross, was born 
at England, Arkansas, on January 17, 1923. He received his education by 
attending England High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps on June 3, 1942, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and, by attending Cadet’s Service School, quali- 
fied for pilot B-26. Attached to 323rd Bomb. Group, Lieutenant Ross 
departed from the United States on November 21, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations, participating in the air offensive over the Ardennes, 
Central Europe, and Rhineland. He received the American Theater Rib- 
bon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon.with three Stars, Victory 
Medal, and Air Medal with three Clusters. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, December 30, 1945, returning to England, Arkansas, 
where he resides with his wife, Marie. 





JAMES T. ROSS 


Water Tender 2/c Patrick Henry Wheat III is the son of Patrick Henry 
and Emma Mae Wheat of Lonoke, Arkansas, where he was born November 
17, 1918. He attended the Lonoke High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College at Monticello before enlisting in the regular Navy on April 9, 1937. 
After training at San Diego, California, he served in this country until he 
was sent to the Philippine Islands in October, 1940. Watertender Wheat 
took part in the heavy fighting at the Cavite Navy Yard in the Philippines 
and on Bataan and Corregidor and was captured by the Japanese. 
Wounded at Cavite, he spent three and one-half years in Japanese prison 
camps in the Philippine Islands on Luzon and then on the Island of 
Honshu, Japan. Holder of the Army Distinguished Service Medal with 
two Oak Leaves, Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, Ameri- 
can Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Defense 
Ribbon, and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, he has spent more than 
five years overseas. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on February 22, 1946. His wife is the former Hazel Elizabeth LeMay. PATRICK H. WHEAT, III 
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Ist Lt. John C. Bradford, Jr., son of Mrs. John C. Bradford and the late 
Mr. Bradford, was born May 23, 1916, in Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended 
Lonoke High School and Arkansas State Teachers College, afterwards 
being employed by the United States Housing Authority and the Lonoke 
Real Estate and Abstract Company. Entering the Parachute Field Artil- 
lery March 2, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
and attended Officer Candidate School, Survey School, and Officers’ Spe- 
cial Basic Course at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma; the Parachute School at Ft. Ben- 
ning; and Adjutant General School at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia. Attached 
to the 266th Field Artillery Battalion and the 466th Parachute Field Artil- 
lery Bn., as reconnaissance officer he departed August 15, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations. He participated in campaigns of Arden- 
nes, Rhineland, and Central Germany; was wounded in action November 
2, 1945, near Hosingen, Luxembourg, and spent six weeks with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded the Purple Heart and is still in service at 
Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 








JOHN C. BRADFORD, JR. 


Flight Officer Sam A. Southall is the son of Dr. and Mrs. 8. A. Southall 
of Lonoke, Arkansas, where he was born August 6, 1910. After attending 
the Lonoke schools and the University of Arkansas, he entered the Army 
Air Corps on July 2, 1942, at Randolph Field, Texas. After completing his 
basic training at Randolph Field, he received primary flight training at 
Grand Forks, North Dakota; “dead stick” flying training at Hamilton, 
Texas; basic glider training at Vinita, Oklahoma; advanced glider training 
at Lubbock, Texas, and combat glider training at Louisville, Kentucky. 
Assigned to the 436th Troop Carrier Group, he arrived in the European 
Theater in January, 1944, and took part in the invasion of Normandy, and 
the invasion of Holland. Overseas twenty-three months, he was awarded 
the Order of the Purple Heart for wounds received in Holland, the Air 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Distinguished Unit Citation and the Euro- 
pean-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars. He 
reverted to inactive status on November 30, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, i 
Texas. He is married to the former Sibyl Phillips. SAM A. SOUTHALL 






Ist Lt. Roy Hull Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Smith of Keo, Arkansas, 
was born in that city on December 13, 1917. After attending England 
(Arkansas) High School and the University of Arkansas, he was employed 
as a bookkeeper by the Arkansas Power and Light Company at Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. Entering the Army on June 16, 1941, he completed his basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and was then sent to the Infantry 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he was commis- 
sioned. Assigned to Company A, 315th Infantry, 79th Division, he arrived 
with his unit in the European Theater in April, 1944, and participated in 
the Normandy, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 
twenty months, he holds the Purple Heart for shrapnel wounds in the leg, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, American Defense Service Ribbon, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant Smith spent seven months with the 
Army of Occupation in Germany and was placed on inactive status March 
ROY HULL SMITH 4, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





Pfc. Olin Krisell, Jr., U. S. M. C., son of Mr. and Mrs. Olin Krisell, was born 
at England, Arkansas, May 24, 1924. He attended England High School 
and also the C. M. T. C. at Camp Robinson in 1940. Entering the United 
States Marine Corps on October 13, 1941, he received his boot training at 
San Diego, California, and was assigned to the famous 6th Marines, 2nd 
Division. Arriving on Guadalcanal in October, 1942, he participated in 
this bitter fight until he suffered severe shrapnel wounds in the leg. 
Returned to the United States, he recovered and in February, 1945, was 
sent to the Panama Canal Zone. Overseas a total of twenty months, he is 
classified as a rifle marksman, pistol sharpshooter and automatic rifleman, 
and also is the holder of the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, and the Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his 
engagements. He was honorably discharged on November 30, 1945, at oo 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. His wife is Ollie Krisell. OLIN KRISELL, JR. 
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JOSEPH D. PIJOT 


Shipfitter 1/c Verla Ray Cardwell, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Verla Ray 
Cardwell, was born at England, Arkansas, on September 27, 1920. Edu- 
cated in the Keo, Arkansas, High School, he entered the United States 
Navy Seabees on October 19, 1943. Sent to Camp Peary, Virginia, for 
boot training, he later attended Anti-Aircraft Gun School. After five 
months’ training in the United States, he arrived in the Russell Islands in 
March, 1944, for a stay of nearly twenty months, during which he served 
as a motor mechanic with the 143rd Naval Construction Battalion. Honor- 
ably discharged on December 11, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he now 
makes his home with his wife, Mary Margaret, and their child in Little 


Rock. 


WORRELL 


MOM 373 Franklin Elmer Buzbee, son of Tom Buzbee of Nuavoo, Alabama, 
was born there on February 18, 1914, and moved to Arkansas in 1927. He 
was employed as an automobile mechanic until entering the U. S. Navy on 
After receiveing his boot training in Virginia, he was 
assigned to the U.S.S. Kasaan Bay and served as a fireman aboard this 
ship. At sea for a period of seven months, he took part in three battles 
and was hurt while receiving advanced training in San Bruno, California, 
suffering severe injuries to one foot. Taken to the Oakland Naval Hos- 
pital at Oakland, California, he was hospitalized there for six months and 
was honorably discharged September 18, 1945, at Oakland. He and his 
wife, the former Evie Lois Tull, have three children. 


April 12, 1944. 


SMILES a. 
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2nd Lt. Joseph D. Pijot, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Julian Pijot of Eng- — 
land, Arkansas, was born April 25, 1924. He graduated from England 
High School and attended Arkansas State Teachers College before enlist- 
ing in the United States Army Air Corps on December 11, 1942. Sent to 
Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, for basic training, he received avia- 
tion cadet training and was commissioned as a pilot on a B-29 bomber. 
He holds the Sharpshooter’s Medal (.45 caliber pistol) and is a veteran of 
more than three years in the Army. He was released from active duty on 
December 12, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 





VERLA R. CARDWELL 


Cpl. Worrell Monroe Mills, Jr., son of Mrs. Fern Taber, was born at Hum- 
phrey, Arkansas, on May 24, 1925. He received his education by attending 
England High School, after which he was employed as salesman. He 
entered the Army Engineers Corps July 19, 1943, and received basic 
training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. Attending service school at Camp 
Pickett, Virginia, he qualified for mechanical engineer. Corporal Mills de- 
parted from the United States July 24, 1944, participating in Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European campaigns and in 
the campaign on Luzon Island in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater. For meritori- 
ous service he received World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Ser- 
vice Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. He also received Sharpshooter’s Medal for use of the rifle and 
qualified as machine gunner. Returning to the United States December 
17, 1945, he was honorably discharged January 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 
He and his wife, Lavelle, and child, live in England. 





FRANKLIN E. BUZBEE 
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Rirenian 1/e Rudolph Alexander Bryant is the son of Mrs. Jennie Bryant 


: & of Keo, Arkansas. Born at Keo on August 27, 1926, he attended Keo and 
- Benton High Schools and was a grocery clerk until entering the Navy on 


January 11, 1945. Fireman Bryant received his boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and specialized in Diesel and electrical work. In April, 
1945, he was sent to the New Hebrides Islands and remained in the Pacific 






/ 





RUDOLPH A. BRYANT 


Sgt. William Gerald Hilliard, son of William Ollis and Annie Bell Hilliard 
of Keo, Arkansas, was born at Keo on February 15, 1920. After complet- 
ing his education. in the Keo public schools, he entered the United States 
Army on September 4, 1942, and after basic training at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina, he was assigned to the 692nd Tank Destroyer Battalion and with 
this unit arrived in the European Theater in September, 1944. Overseas 
one year, Sergeant Hilliard took part in the fighting in the Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central European campaigns and was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal, the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
American Defense Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and a Marksmanship 
Medal. He was honorably discharged from the service October 25, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Pauline, are the parents of 
one child. 


area for ten months. He was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged on April 3, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. | 





WILLIAM G. HILLIARD 


HAROLD R. SHADLE 





2nd Lt. Harold Rolan Shadle, son of Edgar Alexander and Martha Ann 
Shadle of England, Arkansas, was born in Little Rock on October 1, 1924. 
Upon completing his education at England High School, he was employed 
as a production clerk for the Chemical Warfare Service until entering the 
Army Air Corps on August 4, 1943. Upon finishing his basic training at 
Amarillo, Texas, he attended the Air Corps School of Flexible Gunnery at 
Harlingen, Texas, and Bombardiers School at Childress, Texas. Commis- 
sioned as an Air Corps bombardier, Lieutenant Shadle served more than 
two years with the Army Air Corps. He was placed on inactive status 
November 9, 1945, at Sheppard Field, Texas. 


Chief Storekeeper Lawrence Epperson Ellis, son of the late Isaac and 
Elector Ellis, was born at Shellman, Georgia, on March 13, 1901. He moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1914, and attended Little Rock High School, 
the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, and LaSalle Extension Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Illinois. Entering the United States Navy Seabees on 
October 21, 1943, he received his training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and 
became the chief petty officer in charge of ship’s service. After sixteen 
months at the United States Naval Frontier Base, Galveston, Texas, Chief 
Ellis arrived in the South Pacific in February, 1945, and served with the 
144th Battalion on Guam and the Marianas Islands. Overseas seven 
months, he received a letter of commendation for performance of duty from 
his commanding officer. He received his honorable discharge from the 
Seabees on October 7, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, are the parents of five children. 
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Ist/Sgt. William M. Burks, Jr., son of the late Sallie J. and William M. 

Burks, Sr., was born June 23, 1917, in Wilmar, Arkansas. He attended 

Cabot High School. Entering the Infantry January 31, 1937, he received 
basic training at Ft. Crook, Nebraska, and qualified as expert machine 

gunner. Sergeant Burks served in the United States for seven years with 

the 17th Infantry, 7th Division, and 393rd Infantry, 99th Division, and 

departed in October, 1944, for Europe. He participated in the Battle of the - 
Bulge and was wounded in action at Stargarde, Germany. He was awarded 

the Combat Infantry Badge and the Purple Heart. Reported missing in 

action December 17, 1944, he died January 28, 1945, in a German prison 

camp. 





WILLIAM M. BURKS, JR. 


S/Sgt. Charles Bernard Burks, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Burks, 
was born at Wilmar, Arkansas, on July 6, 1922. After attending Cabot 
High School, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps in October, 1940. Sent to 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic training, he later attended Aircraft 
Armorer’s School at Lowry Field, Colorado, and received the Aircraft 
Armorers Badge there. After two years in the United States, Sergeant 
Burks arrived with his unit, the 2nd Bomb Group, in the North African 
Theater in January, 1943, and participated in the North African and 
Tunisian campaigns. He was then returned to this country in December, 
1948, and on July 29, 1944, he was sent to Saipan in the Western Pacific 
area. A veteran of five years of military service and with a total of 
twenty-five months of foreign duty, he has been awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation, the Good Conduct Medal with Clasp, the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, the European Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
on October 14, 1945,.at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. CHARLES B. BURKS 





Sgt. William Wesley Hays, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hays, was born 
at Austin, Arkansas, March 28, 1920. He received his education by attend- 
ing West Side Junior and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the 
Army Air Corps on January 1, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, afterwards attending R.A.F. Radio School, Cairo, Egypt, and 
qualifying for A.A.F. Radio Mechanic. After serving over six months in 
the United States, he departed July 16, 1942, attached to 57th Fighter 
Group, 65th Fighter Squadron, for the Middle East, participating in air 
combat over the Balkans and North Apennines, Po Valley, Egypt,Lybia, 
Tunisian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno and Southern France campaigns. 
Sergeant Hays received, among other decorations, eight Bronze Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Unit Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, September 11, 1945, and 
lives in Cabot, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM W. HAYS 


Seaman 1/c Jake Patton Lowman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jake W. Lowman, 
was born November 3, 1925, in Cabot, Arkansas. He attended Cabot public 
schools and Arkansas State Teachers College. Entering the Navy Febru- 
ary 19, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and attended 
V-12 School at the University of Colorado, qualifying as Navy mail clerk. 
Seaman Lowman spent a year at the Adv. Base Depot, San Bruno, Cali- 
fornia, and departed March 14, 1945, for Guam. He remained overseas for 
a year and three months and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Medal, and Unit Commendation. 
After being honorably discharged May 25, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in Cabot, Arkansas. 





JAKE P. LOWMAN 
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Sgt. Edward F. McNew, son of Mrs. Pearl Griffin, of Wattensaw, Arkansas, 
was born at Lonoke, Arkansas, on May 31, 1921. He was engaged in 
farming until entering the military service on August 5, 1942. He received 
basic training at Camp Haan, California, and with his unit, the 535th 
Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft), arrived in the Pacific area in the spring 
of 1943. Overseas a total of more than thirty months, he saw action in 
the bitter campaigns of the Bismarck Archipelago, Northern Solomons, 
New Guinea, Luzon, Southern Philippines, and Western Pacific. Awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star and one Bronze 
Star, denoting six major battles, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Battle Star and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged 
on October 28, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





DANIEL W. McNEW 


Capt. William T. Hunt, son of Mrs. Henry H. Hunt of 501 North Palm 
Street, Little Rock, was born at Atlanta, Georgia, on January 10, 1909, and 
moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1923. After graduating from Little 
Rock High School in 1927, Arkansas College in 1931, and the Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary in 1934, he was Presbyterian pastor at Dardanelle, 
Arkansas, from 1934 until 1937, and at Lonoke until entering military 
service on May 19, 1942. Assigned to the Corps of Chaplains, Captain Hunt 
received his military training at the Chaplain School, Harvard University, 
and after one and one-half years at Daniel Field, Augusta, Georgia, Cap- 
tain Hunt arrived in England for a stay of twenty-five months. A veteran 
of three and one-half years of Army service, he was released from active 
duty on February 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is the 
former Marjorie Witherspoon of Mena, Arkansas. They have three 


children. 
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“em, Pelee See, Wen ante of Mrs. ree F. See, was born July 17, 1908, at 


Cabot, Arkansas. She attended Centenary College at Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana, afterwards being employed as secretary, Army and Navy General 
Hospital, Hot Springs. Enlisting in the Women’s Army (Auxiliary) Corps 
August 1, 1942, she received basic training at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa. Cap- 


tain See ‘served as company commander, Hq. Eighth Service Command, 
Dallas, Texas, and at Harmon General Hospital, Longview, Texas, as public 
relations officer. She was honorably discharged January 10, 1946, at Ft. 


Sam Houston, Texas, returning to a civil service ploy at Army and 


_ Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs. 





EDWARD F. McNEW 


Pfc. Daniel W. McNew, son of Houston and Tennie E. McNew, was born at 
Lonoke, Arkansas, October 3, 1920. After completing his education in the 
Lonoke schools, he was employed as a highway construction machine oper- 
ator for Lonoke County. Entering the military service on June 12, 1943, 
he received his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and later 
attended Air Force Technical School at Chanute Field, Illinois, becoming 
expert in the use of heavy equipment. Arriving with his unit, the 61st 
T-C Group, in England in December, 1943, he saw action in the invasion of 
France and in Belgium. Overseas a total of twenty-two months, Private 
McNew was awarded the European Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Medal and holds a Sharpshooter’s rating with the rifle. He 
was honorably discharged from the service on December 4, 1945, at the 
Air Force Separation Base, Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 





WILLIAM T. HUN 
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HUGH B. GOLDSBY 


Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Miles D. Goldsby, Jr., son of Reba Bentley and Miles 
Donelson Goldsby, Sr., was born January 30, 1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He attended England, Arkansas, grade and high schools, afterwards being 
employed as a rodman and carpenter. Entering the U. 8. Coast Guard 
September 21, 1942, he received basic training at Government Island, 
Alameda, California, and attended Fire Fighting School. He qualified as 
carpenter and was attached to Construction Detachment. Mate Goldsby 
served for a year in the United States before departing October 24, 1943, 
for the Aleutian, Marshall, and Gilbert Islands, and remained overseas for 
After being honorably discharged October 5, 1945, 
at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his 


a year and ten months. 


wife, Betty. 





JOE DAVID ADAMS 


Cpl. William E. Adams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Ernest Adams, 
was born November 16, 1920, in England, Arkansas. He attended England 
High School and Ouachita College, afterwards being engaged as cotton 
weigher for Federal Compress. Entering the Military Police August 17, 
1942, he received basic training at Ft. Custer, Michigan, and attended 
Corporal Adams served with an M. P. Detachment 
in the United States and departed March 2, 1943, for Africa and Italy. 
Overseas for a year and a half, he participated in the campaign of Africa 
and was awarded one Battle Star and the Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged February 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 


Military Police School. 


his home in England. 











Capt. Hugh B. Goldsby, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Goldsby of Little Ro e 
Arkansas, was born August 3, 1923, at England, Arkansas. After re-- 
ceiving his education at Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, he entered the — 
service June 7, 1943, and received his basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas. He attended O. C. S. at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and was assigned as — 
a tank unit commander. He reported for the E. T. O. January 3, 1945, 
and saw service at Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe. Captain — 
Goldsby received the Silver Star Medal, Purple Heart, EAME Campaign — 
Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Victory Ribbon and Army of Occupation 
Ribbon. He was placed in inactive duty September 7, 1946, at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas. 


i» 





MILES D. GOLDSBY, JR. 


T/4 Joe David Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Ernest Adams, was 
born January 9, 1926, in England, Arkansas. He attended England High 
School and Ouachita College. Entering the Infantry (Armored) April 19, 
1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended 
I. R. T. C. Clerical School, qualifying as clerk-typist and sharpshooter. 
He served with the 20th Armored Division and departed February 6, 1945, 
for the European Theater of Operations, remaining overseas for six 
months and participating in the campaign of Central Europe. He was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Combat In- 
fantry Badge, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
April 20, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in 
England. 





WILLIAM E. ADAMS, JR. 
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Maj. Francis E. Utley, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. Francis E. Utley, was born 
at Lonoke, Arkansas, September 18, 1915. After attending Cabot High 
School and Hendrix College, he was graduated from the University of 
Arkansas School of Medicine, Little Rock, in June, 1939, and was an interne 
at St. Vincent’s Infirmary from 1939 to 1940. He was then an associate 
surgeon at the Walls Hospital, Blytheville, until entering military service 
on May 14, 1941. After receiving his Army training at the Medical Field 
Service School, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, Major Utley served with 
the 4th Cavalry Squadron, the 6th Surgical Hospital, and the 3rd Infantry 
Regiment as a surgeon. Arriving in Newfoundland in July, 1942, he saw 
thirty-nine months of foreign service and acted as commanding officer of 
the 308th and 309th Station Hospitals and as surgeon for the Newfound- 
land Base Command. Returning to this country, he reverted to inactive 
status on September 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is the 
former Myrtle Rowland. They have one daughter. 





FRANCIS E. UTLEY, JR. 


2nd Lt. Walker T. Tedford, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther E. Tedford, of 
Lonoke, was born May 2, 1919, near Wattensaw, Arkansas. He began his 
schooling at the Bethlehem School, attended one year of high school at 
Oakdale, two years at Conway, and graduated from North Little Rock 
High School in 1938. He was a student at Arkansas State Teachers Col- 
lege for one year. He was employed at the Missouri-Pacific Railway Shops 
before entering the service with the Infantry in June, 1941. After receiv- 
ing his basictraining at Camp Roberts, California, he was sent to Alaska, 
where he served as a squad leader. He later transferred to the Air Corps 
and was sent to California, where he received pilot’s training at Baker 
Field and Menton Field. He was commissioned and received his wings at 
Roswell, New Mexico, and then was sent to Greenville, South Carolina, 
where he was killed in a plane crash on October 5, 1943. His body was 
brought to Old Salem Cemetery for burial. At the time he entered service, 
he was six feet, one inch in height and weighed 210 pounds. He was a star ee te 
basketball and football player. WALKER T. TEDFORD 
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S/Sgt. Otho Cecil Kinley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Kinley of Cabot, 
Arkansas, where he was born on June 6, 1910. He attended Midway High 
School and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello and was a teacher until 
entering the military service on August 12, 1942. Sergeant Kinley com- 
pleted his basic training at Camp White, Oregon, and became a supply 
sergeant with Battery B, 241st Field Artillery. Arriving in Scotland in 
July, 1944, he remained overseas over fifteen months and served in the 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. Holder of 
the European Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, he has also 
won the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the carbine and pistol. He spent four 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on October 18, 1945. His wife is 
the former Annie Lee Rice. 





OTHO C. KINLEY 


Electrician’s Mate 1/c Linus L. Lee, Jr., son of Ruby B. and Linus L. Lee, 
Sr., was born March 19, 1925, in England, Arkansas. He attended England 
High School. Entering the Navy, Submarine Division, November 4, 1942, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota and Submarine School at New London, Connecticut, 
qualifying as electrician. He departed in September, 1943, for duty with 
the Pacific submarine fleet and remained overseas for two and a half 
years. Mate Lee participated in campaigns of Okinawa and Iwo Jima and 
was awarded Submarine Combat Pin with two Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bon with two Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Victory Medal. After being honorably discharged March 24, 1946, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in England, Arkansas. 





LINUS L. LEE, JR. 
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Pfc. Cyress Sylvester Maxwell, son of Artie Isbel Maxwell of Perryville, 
Arkansas, was born at Houston, Arkansas, on June 2, 1918. After com- 
pleting his education he entered the Army on May 1, 1942, and was sent 
to Camp Bowie, Texas, for his basic training. After one year in this coun- 
try he arrived with his unit, the 955th Field Artillery Battalion, in England 
in October, 1943, and served a total of more than two years in foreign 
service. Participating in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns, he was wounded and awarded 
the Purple Heart. He holds as well the Bronze Star Medal, the Good Con-/ 
duct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars. Pri- 
vate Maxwell was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
on October 10, 1945. He and his wife, Vivian Ann, have one child. 


Seaman 1/c James William Rose, son of Edna Mae and Jim A. Rose, was 
born January 30, 1925, in Carlisle, Arkansas. He attended Carlisle High 
School, afterwards being employed in a service station. Entering the Navy 
August 3, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California. Seaman 
Rose departed January 4, 1944, for the Marshall Islands and remained 
overseas for a year and eight months. He participated in campaigns in 
the Marshalls, Guam, Saipan, and Tinian. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 15, 1946, at Camp Wallace, Texas, he returned to his home 


in Carlisle, Arkansas. 








JAMES W. ROSE 


Capt. Charles Jackson Harrington, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Harrington, 
was born November 5, 1918, in Cabot, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Cabot High School and Ouachita College (A.B. Degree 1940), afterwards 
being engaged in the grocery business with his father. Entering the Ord- 
nance Department August 4, 1941, he received basic training at Hawaiian 
Ordnance Depot, Honolulu, T. H., and attended Ordnance Officer Candidate 
School, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland. He qualified in Ordnance 
Supply and as Sharpshooter with rifle and pistol and Expert with carbine. 
Captain Harrington served with the 1087th Ordnance Company, A. B., and 
departed August, 19438, for Africa and Italy. Overseas more than three 
years, he participated in the battle of Oahu during the Japanese attack 
and the campaigns of Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Northern Appennines, 
and Po Valley. He was awarded the American Defense Ribbon with For- 
eign Service Clasp and the Victory Ribbon with Star. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 13, 1946, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he returned to 


CHARLES J. HARRINGTON Cabot, where he lives with his wife, Jane. 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Joseph Charles Watson, son of Robert Lee 
Watson and Mrs. Exa Faver Matthews, was born January 8, 1912, at Eng- 
land, Arkansas, and received his education at England High School, Arkan- 
sas Tech (Russellville) and A. & M. College at Monticello. Entering the 
United States Navy as an apprentice seaman at Little Rock on October 25, 
1932, he received boot training at the United States Naval Training Sta- 
tion, Hampton Roads, Norfolk, Virginia, and transferred to the United 
States Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on October 30, 
1933. Honorably discharged on November 21, 1939, as an Aviation Ma- 
chinist’s Mate 2/c, he immediately re-enlisted and was promoted to Avia- 
tion Machinist’s Mate 1/c on August 16, 1940. Among his extensive en- 
gagements, this valiant American participated in the terrific battle of 
Midway, and on August 9, 1942, while attached to a plane crew in Torpedo 
Squadron Six, was reported missing when his plane was lost in the Ha- 
wailan area. This gallant sailor who gave his life, is survived by his 
parents and his wife, Mrs. Willie Frances Bush Watson. 
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JOSEPH C. WATSON 








1.—S/Sgt. Russell C. Amaden, son of Mrs. Drucie 
Amaden of Lonoke, Arkansas, was born April 19, 
1922, at Lonoke. 
and enlisted in the Army July 9, 1940. His basic 
training was received at Presidio-Monterey, Cali- 
fornia, and his military occupational specialty is 
that of a company clerk. Serving with the 31st and 
35th Field Artillery Units, he remained in the 
United States over a year and was then sent to Ice- 
land, arriving there in September, 1941. His 
foreign service totals over four years, and he saw 
action in Iceland and in Europe in the Normandy, 
St. Lo and St. Malo battles. Sergeant Amaden 
holds the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon. He received his discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, May 24, 1945. 


2.—1st Lt. John H. O’Keefe, son of Mrs. Essie J. 
O’Keefe of Lonoke, Arkansas, was born at Thornton, 
Arkansas, March 6, 1917. Educated at Lonoke High 
School and Arkansas State Teacher’s College at 
Conway, he entered the military service on October 
6, 1941, and completed his basic training at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. He later went to the Air 
Corps Technical School and was then selected to 
attend the Signal Corps Officer’s Candidate School. 
Lieutenant O’Keefe served as a field intelligence 
officer and was sent to the European theater in 
January, 1944. Overseas 16 months, he served in 
Egypt, Italy and the Balkans, taking part in the 
Rome-Arno campaign in Italy and the ground 
combat in the Balkans. He was placed on inactive 
duty at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland, December 
20, 1945. 


3.—T/Sgt. Robert L. Wesson, husband of Dorothy 
Carroll Wesson, was born July 28, 1913, at England, 
Arkansas. He received his education in the Carlisle 
Schools, and upon finishing his education, he was 
employed as assistant manager of a department 
store. Entering the Army April 30, 1943, he re- 
ceived his basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
and subsequently received training in Baking School 
and Mess Sergeant’s School. Leaving the United 
States in December, 1943, he arrived in Honolulu, 
and served overseas almost two years with units on 
Saipan, Tinian, Okinawa, and the _ Philippines. 
Sergeant Wesson was awarded the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for carbine, and holds the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon, with three Battle Stars, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Victory 
Ribbon, and the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon. 
He was discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
December 20, 1945. 


4.—1st Lt. Ella Prude Carroll Case, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Carroll, was born September 23, 
1912, in Cabot, Arkansas. She attended England, 
_ Arkansas, High School. Enlisting February 6, 1943, 

in the WAAC, she was called to active duty March 
5, 1948, and received basic training at Daytona 
Beach, Florida. She was promoted from grade of 
private to technician, third grade, in May, 1943, 
and sworn into the Women’s Army Corps August 
6, 1943. She attended Officer Candidate School at 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and was commissioned 
second lieutenant. After serving in personnel work 
at Huntsville Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama, she was 
transferred to Army Air Forces, Western Flying 
Command, Santa Ana, California, and was later 
assigned by W. F. T. C. as recruiting officer with 
headquarters in Phoenix, Arizona. She was trans- 
ferred to Hollywood, California, August 15, 1944, 
and served as recruiting officer. She escorted a 
special troop movement from Los Angeles to Des 
Moines, Iowa, September, 1944, and returned to 
Phoenix October 15, 1944. She was assigned to the 
Flexible Gunnery School, Las Vegas Army Air 
Field, Nevada, and was sent to A. A. F. Personal 
Affairs School in New York City for special train- 
ing. She was promoted to first lieutenant July 18, 


He attended the Lonoke Schools . 
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1945, and sent to the War Department Personnel 
Center, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, for special work 
in the discharge of A. A. F. personnel. Lieutenant 
Case was awarded the W. A. A. C., American De- 
fense, and Victory Ribbons and was honorably . 
discharged December 1, 1945, being placed on 
terminal leave to January 9, 1946. She lives in 
ee Arkansas, with here husband, Capt. O. L. 
ase. 


5.—S/Sgt. Robert E. Patton, son of Robert R. and 
Rosie Patton, was born at Carlisle, Arkansas, March 
9, 1919. Upon completion of his education at 
Carlisle High School, he was employed as a grocery 
and drug clerk at Little Rock, and later as an 
insurance salesman at Little Rock and a _ postal 
clerk at Carlisle. Entering the military service 
June 21, 1941, he was assigned to the Air Corps 
and sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic 
training and later to a special training school at 
Chanute Field, Illinois, where he became a specialist 
in administrative work. He arrived in Scotland 
in May, 1942, as a member of the 5th Depot Repair 
Squadron, and remained in the European theater 
for almost 29 months. Awarded the American 
Defense Service Ribbon, the European Theater 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, Sergeant 
Patton was honorably discharged October 25, 1945, 
at Greensboro, North Carolina. 


6.—Cpl. Jack B. Jackson, son of Jack and Nellie 
Jackson of Route 1, Gould, Arkansas, was born at 
Humnoke, Arkansas, October 29, 1920. He at- 
tended Humnoke High School and Arkansas State 
Teachers’ College before entering the Marine Corps 
November 5, 1941. He served his boot training at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, and later attended 
the Water Supply School, the Engineer Heavy 
Equipment School and the Royal Australian En- 
gineer School. In April, 1942, he was sent with 
his unit, Company B, First Engineer Battalion, First 
Marine Division, to the South Pacific. Corporal 
Jackson has served two tours of foreign service 
and has seen action at Guadalcanal, New Guinea, 
Cape Gloucester, and Okinawa. Overseas three 
years, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
and the Presidential Unit Citation. He was honor- 
ably discharged November 7, 1945, at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. His wife is Sallye Jo Jackson. 


7.—T/3 Joe B. Goacher, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Goacher of Carlisle, Arkansas, was born December 
1, 1921. After attending Hamilton and Carlisle 
High Schools and the Capital City Business Col- 
lege, he was employed by the Wrape Stave Com- 
pany of Little Rock before entering the Army Sep- 
tember 2, 1942, Completing his training at Camp 
Perry, Ohio, and later attending the Savannah 
Ordnance School, he qualified for administrative 
N.C.O. duty and was attached to the 505th Ord- 
nance Heavy Maintenance Tank Company, and with 
this unit took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe 
campaigns. Overseas 22 months, he was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal, and was honorably 
discharged November 6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. He is married and he and his wife, 
Evelyn, have one child, 


8.—Pvt. Leonard Herschel Crowder, son of the late 
William Henry and Exie Lee Crowder, was born 
at Knoxville, Arkansas, April 12, 1901. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Hazen High 
School, after which he was employed as farmer, 
carpenter, and aircraft mechanic. He entered the 
U. S. Marine Corps November 14, 1942, receiving 
boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina. 
Private Crowder qualified as rifle marksman March 
9, 1943, at Marine Base, Parris, Island, and after 
serving almost one year, was honorably discharged 
at Marine Base, Naval Ammunition Depot, New 
Orleans, August 24, 1948. He and his wife, Geneva, 
resident at Carlisle, Arkansas, with their children. 
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d Geneva S. Crowder, was born at Hazen, 

_ Arkansas, November 8, 1918. He received_his 
education by attending Carlisle and Lonoke High 

Schools, after which he was employed as farm 

laborer, carpenter, and cook. Entering the Army 

Air Corps April 30, 1942, he received basic train- 

_ ing at Jefferson Barracks and attended Dehydration 
Service School. Sergeant Crowder departed from 
the United States July 1, 1942, for Newfoundland, 
and April 12, 1944, for England. He participated 
in the air offensive over Northern France, Nor- 
mandy, and Rhineland. Qualified as an expert with 
the carbine, he also received for meritorious service 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Return- 
ing to the United States December 13, 1944, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Sep- 
tember 2, 1945. He and his wife, Mary Louise, 
live in Carlisle, Arkansas, with their child. 


11.—Chief Motor Machinist Lincoln Henry Pitcher 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Henry Pitcher 
of Carlisle, Arkansas, where he was born Septem- 
ber 30, 1917. After attending Carlisle High School, 


he was employed as an automobile mechanic prior’ 


to entering the United States Navy Seabees March 
24, 1942. After receiving his basic training at 
Norfolk, Virginia, he completed additional training 
at Davisville, Rhode Island. During the 29 months 
he was overseas, he served in many parts of the 
world, from British West Africa to the Hawaiian 
Islands. He was honorably discharged on Septem- 
ber 24, 1945, at New Orleans. He and his wife, 
Hattie, are the parents of two children. 


12.—S/Sgt. Charles A. Reep is the son of Mrs. 
Jennie E. Reep of Lonoke, Arkansas, where he was 
born November 10, 1912. After graduating from 
Lonoke High School and the Robinson School of 
Business in Little Rock, he was employed by the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration for six 
years, was state representative from Lonoke County 
for two years, and was Lonoke County tax collector 
at the time he entered the service May 20, 1942. 
Completing his basic training at Camp Grant, IIli- 
nois, he was assigned as a medical non-com with 
the 35th Signal Corps and sent to England in the 
spring of 1943. Overseas 22 months, he participated 
in the Central Europe, Northern France, Rhineland, 
Ardennes and Normandy campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with Silver 
Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Aransas, Septem- 
ber 19, 1945. 


13.—Capt. William D. Bishop is the son of Robert 
D. and -Dorothy E. Bishop of Lonoke, Arkansas, 
where he was born December 31, 1917. After 
graduating from Lonoke High School in 1935, he 
played professional baseball and was employed by 
the Kraft Corporation. Enlisting im the Army 
March 3, 1942, he served his basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, and attended the Field Artil- 
lery Officer’s Candidate School at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa. In November, 1943, he .was™sent with his 
unit, the 168th Field Artillery Battalion, to the 
Pacific area. Overseas 25 months, he saw action 
in New Guinea and the Philippines and won the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
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Sgt. Raymond Leon Crowder, son of Leonard — 
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born 
Navy December 17, 1942, 
i g at Norfolk, Virginia. 
ttached to the Navy Seabees, he departed March 
19, 1948, for New Hebrides and Okinawa and re- 
mained overseas for three years. He was _ honor- 
ably discharged January 19, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and returned to his home in Lonoke, 

Arkansas. j 





15.—Coxswain Samuel Newton Dunn, son of Mrs. 
Tennie M. Dunn, was born July 9, 1925, in Carlisle, 
Arkansas. He attended Lonoke High School, after- 
wards being employed by D. F. Jones Construction 
Company. Entering the Navy Seabees November 
30, 1942, he received boot training at Camp Perry, 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and attended 20 mm. Anti- 
Aircraft School. He departed in August, 1943, 
for Oiknawa and remained overseas for two years, 
participating in battles of the Philippine Sea, 
Palau, and Okinawa. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 14, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in Lonoke. 


16.—Flight Officer Lem W. Boone is the son of 
Ledora Couch Boone of Lonoke, Arkansas, where 
he was born September 22, 1918. He was educated 
at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and 
entered the Army Air Forces December 31, 1941. 
After completing his training at Ft. Warren, Wyo- 
ming, he served one and one-half years in this 
country and then was sent to North Africa in May, 
1943. Overseas more than two years, he saw 
action in eight campaigns of the European theater 
and won the European Theater Ribbon with eight 
Battle Stars, the Air Medal, Presidential: Unit Cita- 
tion with one Oak Leaf Cluster and the American 
Theater Ribbon. He was returned to this country 
and was released from active duty at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, September 25, 1945. 


17.—Lt. (j.g.) William Rachleff Boone, son of 
Mrs. Ledora Couch Boone, was born August 7, 
1922, in Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended Lonoke 
High School, afterwards being engaged as a mer- 
chant and in the U. S. Merchant Marines. Enter- 
ing the Naval Reserve April 16, 1942, he received 
boot training at New Orleans, Louisiana, and at- 
tended Merchant Marine and Navy Service Schools. 
Departing June 20, 1942, for duty in.the North 
Atlantic, ‘ Lieutenant Boone served overseas for 
almost three years and also participated in the 
invasions of the Marshall Islands, Saipan, Tinian, 
Okinawa, and Iwo Jima, being with the first forces 
in Tokyo and serving with the Army of Occupation. 
He was honorably discharged March 31, 1946, at 
Lonoke, Arkansas. 


18.—Ist Lt. Julian Jack Gates, son of Mrs. David 
Gates, was born November 38, 1914, in Lonoke, 
Arkansas. He attended Lonoke High School and 
Memphis State College. Entering the Army Air 
Force September 9, 1940, he received basic training 
at Randolph and Kelly Fields, where he also at- 
tended Service Schools and qualified as single 
engine fighter pilot, June, 1941. He departed June 
6, 1941, for Manila, and qualified in October, 1941, 
as expert pistol marksman. Overseas ‘more than 
four years, Lieutenant Gates participated in the 
Bataan campaign and was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese. He was held in O’Donnell and Cabana- 
tuan prison camps before being taken to Japan 
November, 1942 to camps in Oska, Japan, on the 
Island of Shioku, and in the mountains on western 
Honshu. He was rescued by American troops Sep- 
tember 9, 1945, after three years and five months 
of imprisonment, and was awarded Presidential 
Citation, two Clusters, Philippine Defense Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with one Battle Star. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 22, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, he 
returned to Lonoke, where he lives with his wife, 
Eula Mai. 













in action. Among his decorations for 
meritorious service are the European Theater Rib- 
bon with Battle Stars denoting his battle participa- 
tions, the Medal of Verdun, the Bronze Star Medal, 
a Marksmanship Medal and the Order of the Purple 
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1.—Lt. (j. g.) Bobbie Wayne Dawson, son of Mrs. 
W. T. Dawson of Lonoke, Arkansas, was born in 
that city November 3, 1920. He attended the 
Lonoke High School and was a rancher and frozen 
food locker plant operator until entering the Navy 
September 22, 1942. He entered the Naval Avia- 
tion and completed his flight training at Athens, 
Georgia, and Amarillo College at Amarillo, Texas, 
and was commissioned as a pilot and navigator. 
Arriving in the Southwest Pacific theater in May, 
1944, he remained overseas a total of 10 months 
and took part in the Guam, Saipan, Palau, Leyte 
and Luzon campaigns. Holder of the Air Medal, 
he was returned to this country and was released 
from active duty November 27, 1945, at Charleston, 
South Carolina. 


2.—Ens. John Forrest Dawson is the son of Mrs. 
W. T. Dawson of Lonoke. Born in that city Decem- 
ber 8, 1919, he was educated at Lonoke High 
School and was employed as a chemist until entering 
the Naval Air Corps October 15, 1942. After re- 
ceiving his boot training at Del Monte, California, 
he attended special schools at West Texas State 
College and East Central State College at Ada, 
Oklahoma, and was commissioned as a naval fighter 
pilot, after receiving his flight training at Norman, 
Oklahoma, Corpus Christi, Texas, Melbourne, Flor- 
ida, and Chicago Illinois. Arriving in the Pacific 
area in October, 1944, he remained overseas for 
almost six months and took part in the fighting in 
the Philippines, China and Iwo Jima as well as the 
air offensive against Japan. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon and the Air Medal, he was 
released from active duty October 14, 1945, at San 
Diego, California. His wife is the former Alice 
Morton. 


3.—Sgt. Harold K. Buckley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Buckley, was born January 4, 1914, in Carlisle, 
Arkansas. After completing his education, he was 
engaged as a rural mail carrier. Entering the In- 
fantry July 26, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, where he received Ex- 
pert Marksmanship Medal. He served for a year 
and a half in the United States attached to I.R.T.C., 
Camp Roberts, departing January 26, 1945, for 
Europe. Overseas more than a year, he participated 
in the campaigns of the Rhineland and Central 
Europe, spending 11 months with the Army of 
Occupation. He was awarded American Theater 
Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon 
with three Bronze Stars, Victory Medal, Good Con- 
duct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Silver 
Star Medal, and two overseas bars. After being 
honorably discharged April 11, 1946, at Jefferson 
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the destroyer U.S.S. Quick and spent two 
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Overseas two years, he participated in the invasion 
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American theaters. Yeoman Gates was awarded 
the American and European-African-Middle Eastern 
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was honorably discharged from the service Au- 
gust 30, 1945, at Pensacola, Florida. 
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Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Carlisle, where he 
lives with his wife, Florence. 


4:—Ship’s Cook 2/ce William Carl Dawson is the 
son of Mrs. W. T. Dawson and the late W. T. Daw- 
son of Lonoke, where he was born February 6, 1910. 
Educated at Lonoke High School and the University 
of Arkansas, he was employed as a car trimmer 
and mail clerk until entering the Navy May 25, 
1944. After receiving his boot training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, he became a cook and arrived in 
the South Pacific area in December, 1944. During 
his 14 months of overseas duty, he saw action at 
Iwo Jima, Okinawa and in the Philippines and 
also served on Guam, Eniwetok, New Guinea and 
in China and Japan. His ship was one of the mercy 
ships that released Allied prisoners from Japanese 
prison camps. He was honorably discharged Janu- 
ary 5, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri. He is married 
and he and his wife, Regina Elva have two children. 


5.—Seaman 1/c William Thomas Dawson is the son 
of Mrs. W. T. Dawson of Lonoke, Arkansas, where 
he was born April 25, 1918. Completing his edu- 
cation at Lonoke High School, he was engaged in 
the transfer business until entering the United 
States Navy December 17, 1943. After serving his 
boot training period at Farragut, Idaho, he spe- 
cialized in the work of a naval beach party and 
was sent to the Southwest Pacific area in April, 
1945. Seaman Dawson saw more than eight months 
of active service in the Pacific theater and was 
returned to the United States in December, 1945. 
He was honorably discharged at Norman, Oklahoma, 
January 8, 1946. He is married and he and his 
wife, Dorothie Elizabeth Dawson, are the parents 
of two children. 


6.—Segt. Frank T. Otero, son of Lucia and Juan 
Otero of Tucumcari, New Mexico, was born at 
Tucumcari November 16, 1911, and moved to Arkan- 
sas in 1938. He was educated at Tucumcari High 
School and New Mexico Normal University and 
was employed by the United States Engineers 
until he entered the military service in December, 
1943. Sergeant Otero was assigned to the Engineers 
and completed his basic training at Camp Abbott, 
Oregon, and later attended Administration School 
and the Engineer Officer’s Candidate School. He 
specialized in construction and finance and on 
October 15, 1944, was sent to the Aleutian Islands. 
Overseas 15 months, he holds the Unit Citation, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Expert’s 
Medal for the rifle and machine gun. He was 
returned to the United States and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 
17, 1946. He and his wife, Ruth Elenora, have 
two children. 
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December 14, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
his wife, Maybelle, have two children. 


8.—Cpl. John Lewis Temple, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hartwell Temple of England, Arkansas, 
was born April 14, 1926 and after graduating from 
England High School he entered the Air Corps 
January 6, 1944. After receiving his basic training 
at Amarillo, Texas, he attended the B-17 Mechanics 
School at Hobbs, New Mexico, and the Drill In- 
structor’s School at Sheppard Field, Texas. He 
was also stationed at Ft. Bliss, Texas. and Lubbock, 
Texas, during his training period, which was ended 
by the close of the war. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Sheppard Field November 1, 1945, after 
22 months of Army service. 


9.—Pfc. Fay Wilbourn Hartwick, son of James 
Harmon and Effie Hartwick, was born at Guy, 
Arkansas, August 10, 1914. After attending the 
England and Keo (Arkansas) schools, he was 
employed as a bus driver, clerk and truck dis- 
patcher prior to entering the Army October 10, 
1942, having previously served with the National 
Guard since 1933. Sent overseas almost im- 
mediately after his induction, he received his basic 
training at Schoffield Barracks, Hawaii, and_be- 
came a military barber. Overseas a total of 33 
- months, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged November 10, 1945, at Ft. 
Meade, Maryland. 


10.—Pfe. Bruce Eugene Gray, Jr., son'of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Eugene Gray, Sr., was born at Lonoke, 
Arkansas, August 29, 1923. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Lonoke Schools and entered 
the Army Engineers Corps February 22, 1943, 
receiving basic training at Camp McCain, Mis- 
sissippi. Leaving the United States November 
4, 1944, with the 312th Engineers, for Liverpool, 
England, he participated in the campaigns of the 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. Private 
Gray received Marksmanship and Sharpshooter’s 
Medals for his proficiency in the use of the sub- 
machine gun, pistol and hand grenade, the Good 
Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Medal, 
American Campaign Ribbon, and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. After serving two 
months with the Army of Occupation, he returned 
to the United States and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Beale, California, January 6, 1946. He 
and his wife, Bessie May, reside at Lonoke. 


11.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Argel Cook, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Edward Cook, was born at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, March 12, 1928. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Scott High School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Navy June 
19, 1948, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California. After serving two months in the United 
States attached to Carrier Aircraft Service Unit, 
he was sent to the Gilbert Islands August 27, 1943. 
He was in the South Pacific over 26 months, and 
participated in the battles of Guam and Saipan. 
For meritorious service he was awarded Presi- 
dential and Admiral’s Citations and two Battle 
Stars. Returning to the United States November 
24, 1945, returning to Lonoke, where he lives with 
his wife, Genie Mae. 
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Defense Service Ribbon, European-A frican-Midd e 


Eastern Theater Campaign Ribbon with Bronze 
Arrowhead, and five overseas bars. On January 
15, 1946, he was awarded Soldier’s Medal for 
heroism in saving a comrade from drowning in 
Salzburg, Austria. After being honorably dis- 
charged August 20,°1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to Lonoke, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Woodie Dean. : 


13.—T/Sgt. Fred A. Murray, Jr., is the son of Mrs. 
Fred A. Murray, Sr., of England, Arkansas. Born 
at England January 23, 1923, he graduated from 
England High School and was employed as an office 
clerk by the Arkansas Louisiana Gas Company at 
England and Hope, Arkansas. He entered the Army 
Air Corps February 3, 1943, and was sent to Keesler 


Field, Mississippi, for his basic training. He then: 


attended the Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois, 
and Gunnery School at Laredo, Texas. Sergeant 
Murray served with the 377th Bomb Squadron at 
Columbia, South Carolina, and was sent to the 
Asiatic theater in February, 1944. Overseas 21 
months, he served on Oahu, Makin Island, Engebi 
Island and Okinawa and saw action in the air 
offensive against Japan. Holder of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster 


and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one . 


Battle Star, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, December 5, 1945. 


14.—Watertender 1/c Thomas Junior Haley is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Allen Haley of Eng- 
land, Arkansas. Born at Scott, Arkansas, July 30, 
1924, he attended Morris High School at England 
and enlisted in the Navy December 26, 1941. Sent 
to Great Lakes, Illinois, for his boot training, he 
became expert in steam engineering and was sent 
to the Solomon Islands in June, 1942. Overseas 
a total of almost 40 months, he took part in the 
battles of Cape Esperance and Surigo Straits and 
the New Guinea, Philippine and Borneo campaigns 
in the Pacific and has also seen action in the 
European theater in the invasions of Sicily and 
Italy. This veteran sailor was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged at Lido 
Beach, Long Island, New York, December 8, 1945. 


15.—Storekeeper 1/c Elmer Elden Haley, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Allen Haley of England, Arkan- 
sas, was. born at Scott, Arkansas, February 21, 
1922. He completed his education at Morris High 
School at England and entered the Navy September 
25, 1942. Trained at San Diego, California, he 
became a general storekeeper and in December, 
1942, was sent to the Hawaiian Islands. Store- 
keeper Haley remained in the South Pacific theater 
for a total of more than 31 months and was re- 
turned to the United States. He was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, March 5, 1946. 


16.—Darwin W. Miller, son of Mrs. Maggie Lucy 
Miller, was born September 16, 1920, in Dardanelle, 
Arkansas. He attended Dardanelle, Delaware, 
Union Hill, and England, Arkansas, schools, after- 
wards being employed as carpenter, painter, and 
farmer, and serving in the C.C.C. in 1940-41. He 
was a construction worker on Wake Island for the 
Morrison-Knudsen Construction Company, engaged 
in building air bases at the time of the attac. He 
participated in the battle of Wake Island in De- 
cember, 1941, with the Marine forces and was taken 
prisoner of war by the Japanese, being held in a 
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for Europe. Sergeant Miller participated in the © 


campaigns of Germany and the Rhineland and 
served with the Army of Occupation from May 8, 
1945, to September 10, 1945. He was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, American Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Occupation Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, and nine overseas bars. 
After being honorably discharged September 20, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, he returned to England, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Anna Mae. 


18.—Cpl. Francis Vaughn Wade, son of Mr. and 


Mrs. Samuel P. Wade, was born June 16, 1915, in 


Keo, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High 
School and Capitol City Business College in Little 
Rock, afterwards being engaged in farming and 
livestock business. Entering the Infantry March 
22, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas, and attended Motor Vehicle Oper- 
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1.—S/Sgt. Lewis Latane Cobb, son of Annie L. and 
Carlee C. Cobb, was born August 16, 1925, in Keo, 
Arkansas. He attended Keo High School and Beebe 
Agricultural College, afterwards being engaged in 
the construction of the Pine Bluff Arsenal. Enter- 
ing the Army April 20, 1944, he received basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and at- 
tended Ordnance Heavy Artillery Schools at Toledo, 
Ohio, and Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying in heavy 
artillery parts and supply. He departed January 
1, 1945, for France and participated in Central 
Germany and Rhineland campaigns. Sergeant Cobb 
was awarded two Battle Stars and Meritorious Unit 
Plaque. He served with the 2nd Army, 15th Army, 
9th Army, 7th Army, and 38rd Army and with the 
Army of Occupation in Kassell, Germany. He was 
honorably discharged May 30, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and has entered the University 
of Arkansas. 


2.—Capt. James D. Cobb, son of Ruth C. and 
Samuel C. Cobb of Keo, Arkansas, was born at 
Keo May 11, 1911, graduated from England (Arkan- 
sas) High School and Ouachita College and later 
studied for two years in the Graduate School, 
University of Texas. Entering the United States 
Army January 26, 1942, he was later sent to 
Officer Candidate School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
and qualified for service as a unit commander 
with BIRTC and AGFRD units. Following four 
years of meritorious service, Captain Cobb was 
relieved from active duty at Ft. Meade, Maryland, 
January 8, 1946, and placed on the retired list. 
He and his wife, Katherine, are the parents of two 
children. 


[ 253 J 


Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. Signalman 
Buffalo was honorably discharged November 15, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


20.—Chief Boatswain’s Mate Vann Manning Buf- 
falo, son of Mrs. Robert Lee Buffalo, was born 
May 19, 1924, at England, Arkansas. He attended 
Morris High School at England and entered the 
Navy May 17, 1942. Receiving boot training at 
San Diego, he later attended Signal School, Ur- 
bana, Illinois, and Mine Warfare School at York- 
town, Virginia. After serving two years, he de- 
parted February 10, 1945, for the Southwest Pacific 
where he participated in operations off Okinawa. 
He served almost two years in the Pacific theater, 
including four months with the Army of Occupation, 
and was honorably discharged February 17, 1946, 
at Millington, Tennessee. 
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3.—T/5 Russell C. Wade, son of Mary Ella and 
Samuel P. Wade, was born September 13, 1922, in 
Keo, Arkansas. He attended Centennial Grammar 
School in Little Rock, Keo High School, and Oua- 


‘ chita Baptist College at Arkadelphia, afterwards 


being employed as a Post Exchange clerk at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas. Entering the 251st Port 
Company March 17, 19438, he received basic train- 
ing at Seattle, Washington. Corporal Wade served 
for six months in the United States and departed 
September 23, 1943, for India and Africa, remain- 
ing overseas for two years and seven months. 
After being honorably discharged March 6, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Maysel. 


4.—Seaman 2/c William Clifford Fielder, son of 
W. T. and Nealey Fielder, was born at Perryville, 
Arkansas, March 24, 1913. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Ola High School, after which 
he was employed as heavy equipment operator. 
Entering the Navy April 20, 1944, he received 


training at San Diego and San Pedro, California, 


and at Portland, Oregon. Serving 20 months in 
the Navy, including two months on the _ mine- 
sweeper U.S.S. Dunlin, he was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, December 23, 1945. He 
and his wife, Irene, live in England, Arkansas, 
with their children. 


5.—Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c James Clifford Nichols, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Nichols, was born at 
England, Arkansas, November 10, 1918. He re- 
ceived his education by attending England High 
School, after which he was employed as drug clerk 
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6.—Pfc. Seth V. Hartwick, son of Mr. and Mrs. : 
J. H. Hartwick, was born March 21, 1920, in Guy, 
Arkansas. He attended Laster School, afterwards 
being engaged as owner and operator of a service 
station at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Entering the Army 
October 18, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, qualifying as automotive mechanic and 
rifle sharpshooter. After serving for nine months 
in the United States with the Engineers, he de- 
parted March 31, 1945, for the South Pacific. 
Overseas for eight months, he participated in the 
uzon campaign and was awarded World War II 
ictory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Bronze Service Star, and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon. He was honorably discharged April 
12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee and returned to England, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Pauline, and 
their children. 





~~ 


7.—Coxswain Orville Duane Langrell, son of Mamie 
Alice and Orville William Langrell, was born, May 
17, 1926, in England, Arkansas. He attended Eng- 
land Grammar School and Morris High School at 
England. Entering the Naval Reserve May 25, 1944, 
he received boot training at Camp Wallace, Texas, 
and served in the United States for five months 
before departing October 10, 1944, for Guam. Cox- 
swain Langrell remained overseas for a year and 

_ five months. He is still in the service and expects 
to be discharged in July, 1946. 


8.—Cpl. Elmer Lee Norris, son of Mrs. Oveline 
Burnette and the late Henry O. Norris, was born 
at England, Arkansas, March 25, 1926. Graduating 
from England High School, he entered the Marine 
Corps July 19, 1948, receiving boot training at 
Marine Corps Base, San Diego. He qualified for 
use of the bayonet September 30, 1943, received 
Rifleman’s Sharpshooter Medal March 9, 1945, and 
qualified for fire team leader. After 21 months’ 
service in the United States, he was sent to the 
South Pacific area attached to Amphibious Forces, 
Pacific Fleet. On April 12, 1945, Corporal Norris 
was in action with L Co., 3rd Bn., 22nd Marines, 
against the enemy at Okinawa and Ryukyus Island, 
afterwards serving with the Army of Occupation 
in Tsingtao, China, October 11 to December 14, 
1945. Returning to the United States December 
31, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, January 20, 1946. He lives in Eng- 
land, Arkansas. 


9—T/5 Jack Hawkins Case, son of Margaret Jane 
and Henry Dow Case of England, Arkansas, was 
born August 24, 1911, at England. After com- 
pleting his education at England High School and 
Little Rock College, he engaged in farming prior 
to entering the service June 17, 1942. Completing 
his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he 
attended the Automotive Trade Institute at Bloom- 
ington, Delaware, and was later assigned to the 
7th Armored Division as a driver, arriving in the 
European theater in June, 1944, for a stay of 15 
months. He took part in the fighting in the North- 
ern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and_ Central 
European campaigns and was awarded the European 
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1942. After completion of his basic training at 


Camp Claibourne, Louisiana, he was assigned to 


the Glider Field Artillery and served as a mess 


sergeant with the famous 82nd Airborne Division. 
Overseas almost 29 months, he participated in the 
Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Normandy, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central European campaigns. Wounded 
in France, he was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Distinguished Unit Badge, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal, and the Glider and Marks- 
manship Badges. He was honorably discharged 
September 19, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


11.—Seaman 1/c William Boyd Cardwell, son of the 
late Verlie Ray and Willie Boyd Cardwell, was 
born February 12, 1927, in England, Arkansas. He 
attended England Public School and graduated 
from Keo, Arkansas, High School, afterwards being 
employed in a drug store for two years. Entering 
the Navy, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as electrician. He served 
in the United States for three years and in the 
Pacific Theater of Operations for a year and eight 
months, participating in the Bougainville invasion. 
Seaman Cardwell is still in the service. 


12.—Seaman 1/c G. W. Haley, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. W. Haley of 5102 Asher Avenue, Little 
Rock, was born in Saline County, Arkansas, Novem- 
ber 12, 1915. He attended England High School 
and was employed by the Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany at England and the North American Aviation 
Company at Inglewood, California, until entering 
the United States Coast Guard, August 5, 1942. 
Seaman Haley served his boot training period at 
Government Island, Alameda, California, and was 
assigned to the Supply Depot at San Francisco, 
California. He served there for the remainder of 
his three years and seven months of Coast Guard 
service. Seaman Haley was honorably discharged 
at St. Louis, Missouri, March 14, 1946. He holds 
the Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal. 


13.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Wallace Lee Wiley, 
son of George M. and Oca Wiley, was born at 
Bauxite, Arkansas, March 28, 1918. He received 
his education by attending Scott High School, after 
which he was engaged in farming and as a me- 
chanic. Entering the U. S. Navy (Reserve) April 
14, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Diesel Landing Craft Ser- 
vice School. After serving nine months, he was 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific area where he par- 
ticipated in the battle of Okinawa. Returning to 
the United States January 9, 1946, he received an 
honorable discharge at Memphis, January 18, 1946. 
He and his wife, Reba Mae, live in Keo, Arkansas, 
with their children. 


14.—Cpl. Charles W. Clifton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas W. Clifton, was born December 14, 1924, 
in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended McCrory, 
Arkansas, High School. Entering the Marine Corps 
December 16, 1941, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Scout Sniper’s 
School. Corporal Clifton qualified as marksman 
and mail clerk and was attached to the First Di- 
vision. Departing June 1, 1942, for the Southwest 
Pacific Theater of Operations, he remained over- 
seas for six months, participating in the campaign 
of Guadalcanal and being wounded in action by a 
sniper’s bullet November 11, 1942. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, Amer- 
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15.—Cpl. Thomas Houston Clif tol 
Mrs. Thomas W. Clifton, was born O 
1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
McCrory and Cabot High Schools. 


training at San Diego, California, qualifying as 
marksman. After serving at Hunter’s Point on 
guard duty, he departed January 13, 1945, for the 
Southwest Pacific, spending several months on 
Guam, and transferred to the First Marine Division 
in the Army of Occupation, serving in North China. 
Corporal Clifton received his honorable discharge 
August 20, 1946, at San Diego, California. 


Cpl. Faber C. Griffin, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
W. Griffin, was born at Vilonia, Arkansas, July 
30, 1920. After attending the Cabot schools, he 
was employed at the Arkansas Ordnance Plant 
until entering military service August 12, 1942. 
After receiving training at Keesler Field, Mis- 
sissippi; Armor School, Buckley Field, Denver, 
Colorado, and Welding School, New Orleans, Lou- 
isiana, he was sent to the European Theater No- 
vember 23, 1943, where he remained for 20 months, 
participating in the general air offensive of Europe 
and the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. He is 
classified as an expert with the carbine and marks- 
man with the rifle and holds the Good Conduct 
Medal and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon. Corporal Griffin was honorably discharged 
October 2, 1945, at the Army Air Field Separation 
Station, Drew Field, Florida. 


17.—Pfe. Olen Lee Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edgar Lee Wright, was born at Selmer, Tennessee, 
October 12, 1921, moving to Arkansas in 1936. He 
received his education by attending Selmer High 
School, after which he engaged in farming. Enter- 
ing the United States Army September 29, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Hullen, Texas, 
and after serving one year in the United States, 
departed for New Guinea November 24, 1943, and 
with his unit, Battery D, 202nd AAA (AW) Bn., 
he participated in the New Guinea and Southern 
Philippines campaigns during the 25 months he 
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Finishing her boot training at Hunter 
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nessee, and specialized in aviation mechanics and 


office work. A veteran of 34 months of Navy | 


service, she was honorably discharged November 
16, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. ; 


19.—Pfe. Eugene Harold Harkins was the son of 
_J. D. and Katie I. Harkins of Ward, Arkansas. 


Born at Ward, September 13, 1922, he completed 
his education at Ward High School before entering 
the military service with the United States Army 
March 17, 1943. 
fantry basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mis- 


souri, and then served one year in this country — 


before he was sent to the European theater in May, 
1944. This gallant soldier participated in the hard 
fighting in France, Belgium and Germany and 
served faithfully until he was killed in action in 
Germany, October 13, 1944. = 


20.—Pfe. Oscar Arvin Burnett is the son of Lee 
and Ada Burnett of Ward, Arkansas. Born at 
Ward, July 27, 1922, he attended Ward High 
School and entered the military service in Septem- 
ber, 1942. Private Burnett was assigned to the 
Cavalry and received his basic training at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas. After two years in this country, he was 
sent to the European area in September, 1944, and 
fought with Cavalry units until the end of the war 
in Europe. Overseas 14 months, he won the Bronze 
Star Medal and the European Theater Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, November 12, 1945. His wife is the 
former Frances C. Harkins. 
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HARTMAN REIGLER 


1 


Maj. Hartman Reigler, son of Mrs. Mary H. Reigler, was born at Little 
Rock, May 22, 1907. He received his education by attending University 
of Arkansas and Oklahoma A. & M. College, after which he was employed 
as mechanical and electrical engineer. Enlisting in the Corps of Engineers 
February 3, 1941, he attended Armored Force School and Engineer School, 
qualifying for staff officer. After serving in the United States, he was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific area on February 12, 1942, participating in China 
offensive and defensive campaigns. After serving more than three years 
in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, Major Reigler returned to the United States 
December 7, 1945. He is still on active duty. 
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CHARLES A. COOK 


2nd Lt. Charles A. Cook, son of Mr. and Mrs. Otho A. Cook, was born 
February 20, 1919, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Senior High School and New Mexico Military Institute at Roswell, after- 
wards being engaged in the Cook Automobile Company. Entering the 
Army ‘Air Force May 20, 1941, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and attended Army Flight Training Schools, qualifying as 
four-engine pilot. Lieutenant Cook served for three years in the United 
States as B-17 pilot and flying instructor. After being honorably dis- 
charged September 28, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mabel Keller, and their child. 
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ROBERT E. BEVIS 


Ist Lt. Robert E. Bevis, son of George Edward and Lulu Todhunter Bevis, 
was born at Little Rock, Arkansas, on January 7, 1915. He received his 
education by attending Little Rock Grammar School, Little Rock High 
School, Georgia Military Academy (three years), and Kemper Military 
School (three years). Enlisting in the service July 4, 1941, from R.O.T.C., 
he was inducted into the Infantry at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota. After eight 
months’ training in the United States, he was sent to Greenland in March, 
1942, returning to the United States in August, 1943, and departing for 
the European Theater of Operations in May, 1944. Lieutenant Bevis par- 
ticipated in the landing on Utah Beach, Normandy, in the third wave on 
D-Day, June 6, with the Ist Army. He was wounded in action on August 
4, 1944, at St. Lo. Returning to action as reconnaissance officer for the 
297th Engineers, he was wounded for the second time at the Meuse River 
in Belgium. Reassigned to the Infantry, 9th Division, he was severely 
wounded October 8, 1944, in the Battle of Aachen, Germany. Lieutenant 
Bevis received the Presidential Citation, Purple Heart with two Clusters, 
Silver Star for bravery in action at Cherbourg, Expert Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Pre-War Ribbon, North Atlantic Theater Ribbon, and Euro- 
pean Theater of Operations Ribbon with four Battle Stars. After being 
honorably retired from service November 19, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Scott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Betty. 
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RAY A. ROBINSON, JR. 


Maj. Ray A. Robinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray A. Robinson, Sr., was born 
at Little Rock, June 30, 1921. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock Senior High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, Russell- 
ville, after which he was employed by the U. S. Engineers at Nimrod Dam. 
Entering the Army Air Corps November 8, 1941, he received primary 
training at Cimarron Field, Oklahoma City; basic training at Goodfellow 
Field, San Angelo, Texas; and advance training at Moore Field, Mission, 
Texas, qualifying for fighter pilot June 26, 1942. Serving one month with 
69th Fighter Squadron and eight months with 53rd Fighter Squadron in 
the United States, he was sent to the Canal Zone in August, 1942, and to 
the European Theater of Operations in February, 1944. Major Robinson 
Saw service in Air Offensive, Europe; Western Europe; Ardennes; Rhine- 
land; Central Europe; and Germany campaigns, and spent two months 
attached to 36th Fighter Group with Army of Occupation in Germany. 
For meritorious service he received the European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon with six Stars, American Theater Ribbon, American Defense 
Ribbon, Distinguished Flying Cross with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal 
with 16 Oak Leaf Clusters, French Croix de Guerre, the Belgian Four- 
ragere, and the Presidential Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster. He was 
honorably discharged at Seymour-Johnson Field, North Carolina, February 
6, 1946. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Doris. 
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JOHN R. SHELL 


Lt. John R. Shell was born December 17, 1919, in Arkansas. He attended 
Jonesboro schools and also Arkansas State College at Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
Lieutenant Shell entered the Army Field Artillery in June, 1941. He was 
killed in action. His wife was Floride Shell. No further details regarding 
the service record of Lieutenant Shell were furnished. 
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FORREST E. LOWRY, JR. 


Cpl. Forrest Eugene Lowry, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Eugene 
Lowry, Sr., was born January 15, 1926, in Pulaski County, Arkansas. He 
attended Parham Grammar School, East Side Junior High School, and 
Little Rock High School, afterwards being engaged as a grocery clerk. 
Entering the Marine Corps March 29, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Service School at Camp Pendleton, 
Oceanside, California, qualifying as Rifleman and Infantryman. He de- 
parted November 12, 1944, for Guam, and during his year and four months 
overseas participated in the assault and capture of Iwo Jima and Volcano 
Islands and the landing and occupation at Tsing Tao, Chantung Province, 
China. Corporal Lowry spent four months with the Army of Occupation 
and received Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 12, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home 
in Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mary Eva, and their child. 
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OLIVER C. HARVEY 


Col. Oliver C. Harvey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Pannell, was born at 
Little Rock, July 17, 1909. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock High School and University of Arkansas, after which he was em- 
ployed by Arkansas State Highway Department and the Civilian Conser- 
vation Corps. He was commissioned 2nd lieutenant March 23, 1933, and 
was on C.C.C. duty from March 15, 1935, until going on active duty Febru- 
ary 3, 1941. Colonel Harvey received basic training at University of 
Arkansas and at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and by attending Command and 
General Staff School specialized in supply and evacuation. He qualified 
as Marksman with rifle and pistol in 1931 and as Sharpshooter with rifle, 
pistol, and submachine gun in 1941. After serving twenty-three months 
in the United States attached to 1st Armored Division and I Armored 
Corps, he departed for North Africa on November 1, 1942, and partici- 
pated in French Morocco, Tunisia, Sicily, Rome-Arno, Southern France, 
and Germany campaigns. Decorations received include six Bronze Battle 
Stars; Bronze Arrowhead for amphibious landing in Southern France; 
American Defense, American Theater, European Theater, Bronze Star, and 
Distinguished Service Medals; Croix de Guerre de Armee; and Legion of 
Merit Medal. Colonel Harvey was with the Army of Occupation from end 
of campaign until October 12; 1945, returning to the United States on 
October 27, 1945. His wife is Mildred Harvey. 
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WILLIAM H. LYON, JR. 


Lt. (s. g.) William Howard Lyon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Howard 
Lyon, Sr., of 500 Rose Street, Little Rock, was born in Little Rock on 
October 6, 1919. He attended Little Rock High School, Hendrix College 
at Conway, and completed his education at the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Lieutenant Lyon entered the U. S. Navy on December 29, 
1941, and completed his primary training at the Naval Air Station, Jack- 
sonville, Florida. He then attended special schools in ordnance at the 
Naval Ordnance Test Station at Inyokern, California. He became an expert 
in Aviation Ordnance Maintenance and was sent to North Africa in March, 
1943. He remained in that area until April, 1944, when he was returned 
to the United States. In April, 1945, he was sent to the Central Pacific 
Theater and remained there until returning in November, 1945. Veteran 
of more than two years of foreign service, he was placed on inactive duty 
and has returned to Little Rock. His wife is the former Dorothy Jane 
Holtman. 
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CHARLES E. CAPLE, JR. 


Lt. Col. Chas. E. Caple, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Caple, Sr., was 
born October 3, 1916, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School and graduated from the University of Arkansas in 1938, after- 


wards being employed by the Bureau of Animal Industries and W. B. 
Worthen Insurance Company. Entering the Army Air Corps in August, 


1939, he received basic training in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and attended service 
schools at Randolph Field and Kelly Field and Command and General Staff 
School at Leavenworth, Kansas. He qualified as flight pilot, senior pilot, 
aerial observer, and expert aerial gunner. Attached to the 3rd Fighter 
Command, he departed for Hawaii in 1940 and was later sent to Italy. 
Overseas for three and a half years, he participated in one battle of the 
Pacifie and seven battles of the Mediterranean Theater of Operations and 
spent two months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with two Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. Colonel Caple is now in the diplomatic service as 
air attache to India. 
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JAMES E. HESTER 


Quartermaster 3/c James Embie Hester, son of Lois Lucille and Embie 
Benson Hester, was born February 16, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Little Rock Grammar and High Schools and Monticello A. & M. 
College, afterwards being employed by the U. S. Engineers. Entering the 
Navy February 12, 1943, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and attended Quartermaster School. Departing November 2, 1944, for the 
South Pacific Theater of Operations, he remained overseas for more than 
a year, participating in the Okinawa campaign, and was awarded Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Ribbon, 
and Victory Bar. He was honorably discharged April 22, 1946, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and returned to his home in Little Rock. 
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HORACE A. KING 


Sgt. Horace Alfred King, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Roy King, was born at 
Little Rock, November 9, 1917. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock Senior High School, after which he was employed by the 
Arkansas Power and Light Company. A member of the National Guard 
since October, 1936, he entered the regular Army in January, 1941, and 
received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. Attached to 206th Coast 
Artillery, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands in August, 1943, and to the 
European Theater of Operations in February, 1945. Attached to 95th Gun 
Battalion (101st Airborne), Sergeant King was in action in the battle of 
the Bulge, and the Rhineland and Ardennes campaigns. He was wounded 
in action and received the Purple Heart, Silver Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with Campaign Star, and 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, July 24, 1945. Sergeant King 
and his wife, Sarah Frances, live in Little Rock with their two children. 
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CORYDON M. WASSELL 


Capt. Corydon McAlmont Wassell, son of Leona Helen McAlmont and 
Albert Wassell, was born July 4, 1884, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He at- 
tended public and private schools, University of Arkansas Medical School, 
Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, Maryland, and Peking Union Medical College, 
Peking, China. Entering service in August, 1924 as Lt. (j. g.), Medical 
Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve, Hankow, China, he reported August, 1940, at 
Key West, Florida. He attended service schools for Navy regulations, 
courts and boards, and medical and dental training. Departing December 
7, 1941, for Soerabia, Java, he also served at Perth, West Australia, and 
participated in the campaign of Java. Captain Wassell was awarded Chi- 
nese National Red Cross, U. S. Navy Cross, and Officer’s Cross with 
Crossed Swords for Dutch-Canadian Service. He is still on active duty at 
Clearwater, Florida, but expects to retire soon. His first wife was the late 
Mary Irene Yarnell, and he is now married to the former Miss Made- 
line Day and has three children. 
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WILLIAM E. DAVIS 


‘Lt. William Emmett Davis, son of Dr. and Mrs. Emmett Nichols Davis, 
was born at Little Rock, October 14, 1918. He was graduated from Little 
Rock High School and Little Rock Junior College and attended University 
of Arkansas. Entering the Naval Reserve February 12, 1942, he received 
boot training at Pensacola, Florida, qualifying as Naval aviator and re- 
ceiving wings on November 4, 1942. He served at sixteen Naval Air Sta- 
tions in the United States and on seven C.V.E. carriers. He spent two 
years as anti-submarine pilot in the battle of the Atlantic and one year 
as anti-submarine pilot in the Pacific, participating in air support to 
ground operations during the Okinawa invasion and strafing and destruc- 
tion of Japanese airfields, gun emplacements, and suicide boats. Lieuten- 
ant Davis performed 104 carrier combat missions, shot down four Japanese 
planes, destroyed two Japanese planes on the ground, sailed approximately 
140,000 nautical miles, and experienced three forced landings, including 
one at sea and one at night. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with one Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon. Returning to the United States September 
1945, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, December 7, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock. 
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CLYDE B. GRAY, JR. 


Pfc. Clyde Bently Gray, Jr., son of Mrs. W. V. Sanders, was born April 19, 
1926, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Pulaski Heights Grammar 
and Junior High School, Little Rock High School, and Yale University at 
New Haven, Connecticut. Entering the Marine Corps July 20, 1944, he 
received boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, qualifying as 
Browning Automatic Rifleman, M-1 Rifle Marksman, and in the use of the 
bayonet. Private Gray departed December 23, 1944, for Saipan and re- 
mained overseas for more than a year. He participated in campaigns of 
Okinawa and Ibeya Jima, spending six months with the occupational 
forces in Japan, and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Star, American Campaign Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, Occupation 
Ribbon, and Victory Medal. . After being honorably discharged June 15, 
1946, at Bainbridge, Maryland, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 
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IRA M. SUSSKY 


Maj. Ira Mauzey Sussky, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira C. Sussky, was born May 
24, 1919, at Little Rock. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College. He entered the Army Air Corps October 14, 1940, at Little Rock, 
receiving basic training at Randolph Field, Texas, where he specialized as 
fighter pilot and received pilot’s rating March 14, 1941. Attached to the 
442nd Fighter Group, he was sent to Puerto Rico March 24, 1941, and to 
the China-Burma-India Theater of Operations August 15, 1942, where he 
participated in Burma, Burma-India, Central Burma, and Southern Burma 
campaigns. Major Sussky spent over three years in foreign service and 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, and American Defense Ribbon. He received Certifi- 
cate of Service November 15, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, being placed in 
reserve status. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Katherine Fay, and 
their two children. 
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Pvt. Walter Joseph Bennett is the son of John Mark Bennett and 
Ava Riddle Bennett of 2102 West Eighteenth Street, Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He was born at Booneville, Arkansas, on May 24, 
1924, and was educated in the Little Rock public schools and 
attended Little Rock Junior College. He later attended Texas 
A. & M. College at College Station, Texas, and the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. Private Bennett entered the military 
service on March 12, 1942, and was sent to Ft. Lawton, at Seattle, 
Washington, to serve his basic training period. He served at Ft. 
Lawton until he was honorably discharged on June 30, 1942, 
because of a heart condition. Walter Bennett is now attending 
the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 





WALTER J. BENNETT 





Capt. John Mark Bennett, son of John Mark and Ava Riddle 
sennett of 2102 West Eighteenth St., Little Rock, was born at 
Booneville, Arkansas, on August 4, 1919. He attended the 
Booneville schools, Little Rock High School and Little Rock 
Junior College before he enlisted in the English Royal Air Force 
on August 25, 1941. He was commissioned as a flying officer in 
the Royal Air Force and after eighteen months of service with 
this unit, transferred to the American Army Air Corps on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1943. He attended the General Reconnaissance School 
at Blackpool, England, and became an operations officer. Cap- 
tain Bennett was sent overseas upon joining the Royal Air Force 
and remained on duty in England and France with the Army Air 
Corps after his transfer. Overseas a total of forty-two months, 
he took part in the air war against Germany, invasion of France, 
Northern France campaign and the Ardennes campaign. He is 
the holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross with an Oak Leaf 
Cluster, the Air Medal with ten Oak Leaf Clusters, the Group 
Distinguished Unit Citation, and the European Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars. Captain Bennett will remain in the regu- 
lar Army Air Corps. His wife is the former Mary LeGrand. 
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Lt. Comdr. William Bailey Smith, Jr., son of William Bailey 
Smith, Sr., and Alice Wilson Smith, was born September 4, 1914, 
at Little Rock. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock High School and Washington University, St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, graduating in June, 1933, with the degree of B.S. in archi- 
tectural engineering. Entering the U. S. Navy September 1, 
1942, he attended Navy Communications School, Noroton 
Heights, Connecticut, qualifying for Naval Communications Of- 
ficer, Sea Duty. After six months’ training, he was on sea duty 
in the Atlantic and Mediterranean from November, 1942, 
through May, 1945, as Communications Officer for Convoy Com- 
modores, and during the last 18 months having additional duty 
as aide to Rear Adm. Henry D. Cooke, U.S.N. Lieutenant Com- 
mander Smith received the American Theater Ribbon, and Euro- 
pean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at New Orleans, October 1, 1945, with rank of 
Lt. Commander, U.S.N.R. 





WILLIAM B. SMITH, JR. 








Miss Shirley Smith, daughter of Alice Wilson and William Bailey 
Smith, was born July 5, 1918, at Little Rock. She received her 
education by attending Little Rock High School and Madison 
College, Harrisonburg, Virginia. Enlisting in the American Red 
Cross (Service to Armed Forces) December 9, 1943, she received 
basic training at American University, Washington, D. C. After 
completing basic training, she was attached to 334th Station 
Hospital at Camp Ellis, Illinois, for final instructions and train- 
ing preparatory to going overseas. Departing from the United 
States January 26, 1944, for Australia, she remained for five 
months before being sent to Ora Bay, New Guinea; Finchhaffen ; 
and Hollandia. Before the hospital was set up in Hollandia, Miss 
Smith was with the 59th Service Group as secretary to the field 
director. She was later assigned to the 51st General Hospital 
when it began operations, remaining there until returning to 
the United States in June, 1945. After serving eighteen months 
overseas, Miss Smith was honorably discharged at Washington, 
DiGi Jd ulyaloe L945. 





SHIRLEY SMITH 
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Sgt. Harry Benton Winn, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Winn, was 
born May 8, 1922, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock public schools, Little Rock Junior College, Arkansas Poly- 
technic College, and Columbia, Tennessee, Military Academy. 
Entering the Air Corps September 19, 1942, at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, he received basic training at Hammer Field, Fresno, 
California, qualifying in the use of the M-1 rifle, Enfield rifle, 
Thompson submachine gun, .45 automatic pistol, and carbine. 
Attached to the 548th Night Fighter Squadron, he served in the 
United States for two years and departed September 9, 1944, for 
Hawaii and Iwo Jima. Overseas for eight months, he partici- 
pated in the air offensive of Japan and the campaign of Iwo 
Jima and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, two Battle Stars, 
and one Arrowhead. After being honorably discharged Decem- 
ber 4, 1945, at Ft. Wayne, Indiana, he returned to his home in 
Little Rock. 





HARRY B. WINN 





Ens. William R. Winn, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Winn, was 
born March 238, 1918, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock Junior College and the University of Arkansas and gradu- 
ated from Georgia Military Academy. Entering the Navy March 
11, 1942, he received boot training at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and Pensacola, Miami, and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, and attended 
Carrier Qualification Training School at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as Naval Aviator (heavier than air torpedo bomber). 
He departed March 30, 1943, for Guadalcanal and the Pacific 
Theater of Operations, remaining overseas for nearly four 
months. Ensign Winn participated in the Battle of Munda; first 
torpedo bomber attack on Kahilli Harbor, Bougainville Island; 
and the Battle of Vella Gulf. He was officially reported missing 
in action July 20, 1943, when the plane in which he was flying, 
a unit of Torpedo Squadron 21 based on Guadalcanal, failed to 
return from an attack on enemy surface craft at Vella Gulf, 
during which it was credited with a direct hit on a Japanese 
destroyer. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, World War II Victory Medal, Air 
Medal, and Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived by his 
parents and by his wife, Mrs. Harriet Kilene Davies Winn, who 
lives in Little Rock, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM R. WINN, JR. 
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‘S/Set. Teh Warren Dunn, son of Mrs. iterta B. Dunn, was 
born at Little Rock, June 15, 1922. He received his education by 
attending Rightsell Grammar and East Side Junior High Schools. 
He entered the Army Air Corps on September 26, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attending Gun- 
nery School, Las Vegas, Nevada, and Radio School, Scott Field, © 
Illinois, where he specialized as tail gunner. After training in 
the United States for fifteen months, he was sent to Italy in 
. January, 1944, with the 15th Air Force. Sergeant Dunn served 
in the air offensive over enemy territory in the European-Afri- 
can-Middle Eastern Theater. On his 22nd combat mission, he 
participated in the daylight raid over Ploesti, Rumania, and was 
shot down over Yugoslavia, receiving wounds which resulted in 
his death three days later. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart, Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross. He is survived by his mother, who lives 
in Little Rock. 


JOHN W. DUNN 








“Set. James Arthur Dunn, son of Mrs. Alberta B. Dunn of 310 

West 23rd Street, Little Rock, was born on June 6, 1915, at 
Kitchner, Ontario, Canada. He moved with his family to "Ar- 
kansas in 1925 and later graduated from Little Rock High 
School. Sergeant Dunn was employed as a butcher at the Black 
‘and White Stores and as a switchman by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad until entering the Army Air Corps on January 12, 1943. 
Upon the completion of his basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, he was sent to radio schools at Chicago, Illinois, Truax 
Field, Wisconsin, and Selfridge Field, Michigan. He was assigned 
‘to the Army Airways Communications System and served in 
this country until he was sent to China in February, 1944. Over- 
seas more than thirteen months, he saw action in both the China 
foffensive and the China defensive campaigns. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon, 
he was returned to the United States and was honorably dis- 
Bcharged on March 23, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His 
wife is Frances C. Dunn. 





JAMES A. DUNN 
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family in 1919 and attended the Little Rock High School, 

Rock Junior College, and the University of Arkansas, ame 
in 1942. Lieutenant Truemper entered the Army Air Come’ 01 
May 18, 1942, and was sent to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, - 
serve his basic training. He later attended the Harlingen A 4 
Force Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas, and the Hondo Navi- 
gation School at Hondo, Texas. Lieutenant Truemper became 
an aerial observer and navigator and served with the 449th 
Bomb Group in this country. He was sent to Italy in November, 
1943, and there served with the 719th Bomb Squadron, 449th 
Bomb Group. He took part in the air offensives against Europe — 
and the Balkans and the Rome-Arno and Naples-Foggia cam- 
paigns. Shot down by the Germans and captured at Weiner- 
Neudsadt, Austria, he spent eleven months as a prisoner of war 
in Germany. Overseas nineteen months, he was awarded the 
Purple Heart for wounds which he suffered when he was shot 
down, the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, American Theater Rib- 
bon and the Victory Ribbon. He was released from active serv- — 


ice on November 10, 1945, at San Antonio, Texas. 


JOE B. TRUEMPER 


Flight Officer John J. Truemper, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. 
Truemper, Sr., of 218 South Martin Street, Little Rock, was born 
at Helena, Arkansas, on June 18, 1924. He attended Little Rock 
High School and completed his education at the University of 
Arkansas. He entered the Army Air Corps on July 21, 1948, and 
completed his basic training at the Amarillo Army Air Field, 
Amarillo, Texas. He later completed courses at the Aerial Gun- 
nery School, Kingman, Arizona, and the Aerial Navigation 
School, Ellington Field, Texas. After receiving combat training 
he was sent to England in March, 1945. Overseas two months, 
he served as an aerial observer and navigator with the 508th 
Bomb Squadron, 35lst Bomb Group, 8th Air Force. He saw 
action in the Central Europe campaign and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to 
the United States and was released from active service at Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, on January 23, 1946. 








JOHN J. TRUEMPER, JR. 
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CLEMENT D. BURROUGHS 








Comdr. Clement D. Burroughs, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Ira 
Burroughs, was born October 13, 1912, at North Little Rock. 
He received his education by attending Little Rock High School, 
Little Rock Junior College, and University of Arkansas Medical 
School, and served his internship in San Francisco, New York, 
and Seattle. Enlisting in the Navy August 5, 1938, he served 
two years in the United States attached to the Medical Corps. 
Departing from the States in October, 1940, Commander Bur- 
roughs served aboard the U.S.S. Houston and participated in the 
battles of Java Sea and Sunda Strait, the ship being sunk in the 
latter engagement. He was held prisoner of war by the Japanese 
for three and one-half years and was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation with one Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Philippine Defense Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, and American Defense Ribbon (Pre-Pearl Harbor) with 
one Bronze Star. He remains in the service of the regular Navy 
as commander (Medical Corps). His wife is Mrs. D. Eugenia 
Burroughs. 





Aviation Ordnanceman 1/c Robert Arthur Currie, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Neils C. Peterson, was born December 16, 1918, in St. 
Louis, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1928. He attended 
Rightsell, Parham, East Side Junior High, Catholic High, and 
Little Rock Senior High Schools, afterwards being employed by 
E. I. DuPont Company. Entering the Navy August 27, 1942, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended 
Lighter-than-air School, Bombs and Fuses School, and Synthetic 
Devices School, qualifying in ordnance and bomb and fuse repair. 
He also qualified as air crew member (lighter-than-air), Moffett 
Field, California, September 15, 1948. After serving more than 
three years in Pacific coastal area defense in the Blimp Unit he 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and American Area Rib- 
bon and was honorably discharged October 17, 1945, at Camp 
Shoemaker, California. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, 
Vivia, and their children. 
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ceived his education by attending F 
State College, and Southern Methoc 

he was engaged in the wholesale distri ut’ 

den, Arkansas. Entering the Navy on Sep 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, < va 
Recruiting Training School and Armed Guard Gun 

at Norfolk, qualifying for Commanding Officer US 
Guard Gun Crews. After serving fifteen months as Assis 
Officer in Charge, Navy Recruiting Station, Philadelphia, 

sylvania, he saw two years’ sea duty on the.Atlantic, Carib 
Indian, and Pacific Oceans as commanding officer of armed g 
crews on tankers and cargo ships. Lieutenant Faulkner was 
separated from the Navy at Memphis on December 10, 19¢ 5, 
returning to inactive duty January 14, 1946, as Lt., U. S. Naval 


Reserve. He is married to the former Addie Dee Tankersley. 

















































JAMES P. FAULKNER 





S/Sgt. James William Broderick is the son of Mrs. Willie Maye 
Stecher of Little Rock. Born at Little Rock on August 24,°1.924, 
he attended Little Rock High School, Texas A. & M. College, and 
Arkansas A. & M. College and was employed as an airplane 
mechanic and machinist until entering the Army Air Corps on 
November 24, 1942. He completed his basic training at Shep- 
pard Field, Texas, and attended Pre-Flight School at Texas A. 
& M. and Aerial Gunnery School. In March, 1944, he was sent 
to Italy and assigned to “The Pathfinders,” 484th Bomb Group 
of the 825th Bomb Squadron. Overseas seven months, he saw 
action in the Rome-Arno, Rhineland, North Apennines cam- 
paigns and in the air combat in the Balkans, Europe, and South- 
ern France. Sergeant Broderick flew fifty combat missions and 
won the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, one 
Silver Star and one Bronze Service Star, the Distinguished Unit 
Badge, the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on Septem- 
ber 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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Ast/Set. Vernon C. Nash was born November 24, 1911, at Pied- 
mont, Missouri, later moving to Arkansas. He received his edu- 


cation by attending Parham Grade School, East Side Junior High 
School, and Little Rock Senior High School, graduating in 1931. 
He operated the Nash Printing Company from 1932 to 1941. A 
member of the National Guard since 1929, he was inducted into 
the regular Army at Camp Robinson, attached to 206th Coast 


' Artillery January 6, 1941. He was sent to Ft. Mears, Dutch 


Harbor, Alaska, August 11, 1941, and saw action in the Aleutian 
Islands campaign. Sergeant Nash was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Service Ribbon with one Star, American Defense Ribbon 
and one Bronze Star, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 19, 1945. He 
and his wife, Mary Etta, live in Little Rock with their daughter. 





- VERNON C. NASH 


Lt. (j. g.) Boyce A. Drummond, Jr., is the son of Mrs. Boyce A. 
Drummond of 316 West 21st Street, Little Rock. Born at Little 
Rock on September 21, 1921, he attended Little Rock High 
School, graduating in 1939, Baylor University at Waco, Texas, 
where he graduated in 1943, and the University of Southern 
California. He enlisted in the Navy V-7 program in December, 
1941, and was called to active duty on April 5, 1943; Lieutenant 
Drummond then attended the U. 8S. Naval Reserve Midshipmen’s 
School at New York City and special schools at Camp Bradford, 
Virginia, and Ocracoke, North Carolina. He became a line officer 
and has served two tours of foreign service. Overseas twenty 
months, he saw service in Tunisia, North Africa, in many islands 
of the Pacific and in the Occupation Forces in Japan. He served 
aboard the U.S.S. Deft(AM216) in Tokyo Bay and off Kyushu, 
Japan. He was returned to the United States and was released 
from active duty at Memphis, Tennessee, on April 5, 1946. He 
and his wife; the former Gene Thornton, have one son, Boyce A. 
Drummond III. 
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Sgt. Russell Ross Haden, son of Mignon and Russell Haden of 
1305 Kavanaugh, Little Rock, was born at Cairo, Illinois, on Sep- 
tember 28, 1922, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1930. — 
He attended Little Rock High School and entered the National 
Guard in September, 1940. He entered active service with the 
206th Coast Artillery on January 6, 1941, and was sent to Ft. — 
Bliss, Texas, for his basic training period. He became a gun 
crewman and was sent with his unit to the Aleutian Islands in 
December, 1941. Sergeant Haden saw action in the Aleutian 
campaign and was returned to this country after more than 
two years in the Aleutians. He was sent to the European Thea- 
ter in October, 1944, where he served with the Infantry through- 
out the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas a 
total of three years and two months, he is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Expert Infantry 
Badge, Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Expert, Rifleman Badge. He was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
on September 27, 1945. 





RUSSELL R. HADEN 


Cpl. Harold Louis Pevia, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pevia of 703 
East 17th Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, was born August 16, 
1925. He attended Little Rock public schools and entered the 
United States Marine Corps March 20, 1944. Corporal Pevia 
received his boot training at San Diego, California. He shipped 
out from Camp’ Pendleton. No further details regarding the 
service record of Corporal Pevia were furnished. 





HAROLD L. PEVIA 
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Capt. Francis R. Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Thomas 
of Little Rock, was born at Fordyce, Arkansas, on February 12, 
1912. He was educated at Arkansas A. & M. and the University 
of Wisconsin and was manager of the Sherwin-Williams Paint 
Company at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, before entering the serv- 
ice. He had served with Battery B of the 206th Coast Artillery, 
Arkansas National Guard, from 1933 to 1936 and in this emer- 
gency, entered the military service on March 4, 1942. He com- 
pleted his basic military training at Camp Wallace, Texas, and 
then attended Officer’s Candidate School at Camp Davis, North 
Carolina, and later the Provost Marshal School at Ft. Custer, 
Michigan, the Military Government School at the University of 
Wisconsin and the Military Government School in England. 
After more than one and one-half years in this country he was 
sent to England in February, 1944, as a military government 
officer and remained overseas for two years. He saw action in 
the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Cen- 
tral Europe campaigns and later served six months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany. Captain Thomas was returned 
to the United States and was released from active duty at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, on May 12, 1946. His wife is Harriet 
Anne Thomas. 


FRANCIS R. THOMAS 





2nd Lt. Charles Vestal was the son of Charles Howell and Mar- 
garet Greer Vestal of 1701 Broadway, Little Rock. He was born 
in North Little Rock on June 10, 1923, and attended Little Rock 
High School. He completed his education at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology at Boston, Massachusetts. Lieutenant 
Vestal entered the Army Air Corps on February 12, 1943, and 
received his flight training at Santa Ana, California, and Hondo, 
Texas. He received his wings and commission at Hondo, Texas, 
after special training at Champaign, Illinois. After two years 
in the United States as a member of the 2nd Photo Charting 
Squadron, he was sent to Dutch New Guinea in the South Pacific 
in February, 1945. This gallant flyer served faithfully until he 
was killed in action over Dutch New Guinea on March 23, 1945. 





CHARLES VESTAL 
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CLARENCE M. DIFFENBAUGH, JR. 





Ist Lt. Robert Dan Reynolds, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Taylor 
Reynolds of 1422 Battery Street, Little Rock, was born at Cam- 
den, Arkansas, on September 4, 1912. After graduating from 
high school, he was a college student for two and one-half years 
and attended business college for one yéar. Lieutenant Reynolds 
was employed by the United States Engineers until entering the 
military service on August 4, 1942. He served his Engineer 
basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and then attended the 
Engineer Officer’s Candidate School. He served in this country 
with the 925th Engineer Regiment and was then sent to England. 
Lieutenant Reynolds attended the Mine and Booby Trap School 
at Yorkshire, England, and became an engineer attached to the 
9th Air Force Aviation Engineers. He landed in France with 
his unit, the 816th Engineers, on June 7, 1944, one day after the 
invasion of Normandy began. This unit built the first air land- 
ing strip in France on June 8, 1944, and later built the first 
American air field in Germany. Overseas thirty months, he saw 
action in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe campaigns and spent six months with the 
occupation troops in Germany. He was released from active 
service at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on April 23, 1946. 
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FRANK E. COFFIELD 





| Lt. (j. g.) Guy William Beard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Beverly Guy 
) Beard, was born April 14, 1923, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Hendrix College, entering in February, 1940, and grad- 
+ uating in June, 1946. Entering the Naval Reserve July 1, 1943, 
. he attended V-12 School at Tulane University; Midshipmen’s 
' School at Notre Dame University; Harvard University Commu- 

nications School; and Air Liaison School at Coronado, California, 
| qualifying as air liaison officer and net control officer. Lieu- 
' tenant Beard departed October 23, 1944, for Pearl Harbor and 
' remained overseas for a year and three months, participating in 
the Okinawa campaign. After being honorably discharged Feb- 
+ ruary 12, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Little 
| Rock, where he lives with his wife, Virginia, and their child. 
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born at Little Rock, February 22, 1923. He received his educa- 


tion by attending Little Rock High: School and University of 


Wichita. Entering the Army Air Corps October 27, 1942, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later at- 


~ tended Gunnery, Combat Crew, and Instructor Schools where he 


qualified as gunnery instructor. He received Combat Air Crew 
Member’s Wings in October, 1943. After training in the United 
States he landed with the 8th Air Force in England on April 23, 
1944, and participated in the air offensive over Europe, Western 
Europe, and Northern France. Decorations received include the 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, and Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Laredo Army Air Field, Laredo, Texas, Octo- 
ber 17, 1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his 
wife, Martha. 








GUY W. BEARD 
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Lt. Col. Byron Z. Binns, son of John M. Binns and the late Mrs. © 
Binns of Monticello, Arkansas, was born at Monticello on Febru- — 
ary 1, 1913. He attended Arkansas A. & M. College at Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, and the University of Texas. Colonel Binns 
completed his medical education at the University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine. Entering active military service on Novem- 
ber 9, 1940, he was assigned to the Medical Corps and attended 
the Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, as 
well as the School of Aviation Medicine. Colonel Binns served 
in this country with the famous 2nd Armored Division and then 
became a flight surgeon with the Army Air Corps. In July, 1943, 
he was sent to Hickam Field, Hawaii, and remained overseas for 
a total of twenty-eight months. He saw action in the Eastern 
Mandates, Central Pacific and Ryukus campaigns and earned 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
American Defense Service Ribbon and the American Theater 
Ribbon. He was returned to the United States and was released 
from active duty March 4, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Virginia Pauline, now make their home at 
Eudora, Arkansas. They have one daughter, : 





BYRON Z. BINNS 





Capt. Charles Stephens Christian, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Stephens Christian, Sr., was born at Texarkana, June 23, 
1914. He received his education by attending Little Rock High 
School, Little Rock Junior College two years, and Western Mili- 
tary Academy, Alton, Illinois. Enlisting in the Corps of Engi- 
neers March 18, 1941, he received basic training at Camp Robin- 
son and later attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia. After serving nineteen months in the United States, 
he was sent to the Southwest Pacific on October 19, 1942, and 
participated in Northern Solomons, Netherlands East Indies, 
Battle of Luzon, and Philippine Liberation campaigns. Captain 
Christian served three years overseas, returning to the United 
States on October 20, 1945. He received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, February 28, 1946, and lives in Little Rock 
with his wife, Marie. 





CHARLES S. CHRISTIAN, JR. 
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Ist/Sgt. Lauren Edward Linneman, son of Marie and Herbert 
Linneman, was born at Little Rock, March 22, 1922. He received 
his education by attending Annunciation Academy and Pine 
Bluff Senior High School. Entering the Infantry on January 18, 
1948, he received basic training at San Luis Obispo, California, 
and at Camp Rucker, Alabama. After training in the United 
States, Sergeant Linneman departed for England on May 12, 
1944, with the 320th Infantry, 35th Division, landing on May 27, 
1944. After some six weeks in the United Kingdom, the division 
was moved across the channel to the Normandy beachhead July 
6 (D-plus 30) after which Sergeant Linneman participated in 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
European campaigns, receiving promotion to Ist Sgt. on the field 
at Reichcourt, France. He qualified as expert with the M-1 rifle 
in February, 1943; .03 rifle, April, 1943; pistol, July, 1943; 
carbine, February, 1944, and 1/c machine gunner, August, 1943, 
and also received Combat Infantryman’s Badge in August, 1944. 
After serving three months with the Army of Occupation, he 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon with five Battle Stars. After being honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, September 17, 1945, he re- 
turned to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, Gladys, and 
LAUREN E. LINNEMAN their child. 











Specialist 3/c John B. Hutchins, son of Mr. and. Mrs. Robert F. 
Hutchins of 200 Arch Street, Little Rock, was born at Monette, 
Arkansas, on March 11, 1920. He graduated from Jacksonville 
High School and entered the United States Coast Guard on Octo- 
ber 11, 1942. Specialist Hutchins received his basic training at 
Curtis Bay, Maryland, and later attended special schools at Front 
Royal, Virginia. He became expert in the handling and training 
of Coast Guard war dogs. He suffered a severe spinal injury 
while swimming at low tide at Pensacola, Florida, and died on 
June 18, 1943. He had served his country faithfully for more 
than eight months. 





JOHN B. HUTCHINS 
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Cpl. Morris Edwin Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Edwin 
Williams, was born June 4, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended West Side Junior High and Little Rock High School. 
Entering the Marine Corps May 25, 1944, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, qualifying as Browning Automatic Rifleman. 
He departed November 10, 1944, for Saipan with the 1st Training 
Battalion and remained overseas for a year and eight months. 
Corporal Williams participated in the occupation of Saipan and 
the invasion of Okinawa and spent nine months with the occu- 
pational forces in Japan. After being honorably discharged J uly 
29, 1946, at San Diego, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 









MORRIS E. WILLIAMS 





Capt. Bernard L. Holstegge, son of Mrs. Annie Holstegge, was 
born November 1, 1905, at Little Rock. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Little Rock public schools, after which he was 
occupied as aviation mechanic for Arkansas National Guard, 
154th Obsn. Squadron. Enlisting in the National Guard, State 
Staff Corps, in 1924, he entered the Army Air Corps September 
16, 1940, and received basic training at Post Field, Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa. Later he attended Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Illinois, qualifying for Air Corps Group Engineering Offi- 
cer. After serving in the United States two years with the 
154th Obsn. Squadron, he was sent to the European Theater of 
Operations with the 64th Fighter Wing and 79th Fighter Group 
on September 27, 1942. Captain Holstegge saw service in North 
Africa, Sicily, Italy, Southern France, Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Germany, air combat over the Balkans, North Apennines, 
and Po Valley campaigns. He qualified as aviation armorer and 
mechanic and received the Bronze Star, Presidential Citation, 
and European Theater of Operations Ribbon with ten Bronze 
Stars. He returned to the United States September 29, 1945; 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis on December 29, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Jessie Lee. 


[ 286 | 








va 


BERNARD L. HOLSTEGGE 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 









» 


Sgt. Freddy Requa Coleman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred B. Cole- 
man, was born January 27, 1915, at Little Rock. Graduating 
from Little Rock High School, Hendrix College, and Draughon’s 
Business College, he was afterwards manager of F. B. Coleman 
and Son Dairy and Stock Farm. Entering the Army Air Corps 
December 2, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and later by attending Glider School qualified for Glider 
Tech. Inspector. After training thirteen months, he departed 
January 22, 1944, attached to 436th Troop Carrier Group for 
England. He received Carbine, Rifle, Pistol, and submachine 
' gun Marksmanship Medals. Sergeant Coleman participated in 
the invasion of Normandy, Southern France, Rome-Arno, North- 
ern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe cam- 
paigns and was awarded seven Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
| Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge, Presidential Unit Citation, 

_ American Theater and European Theater of Operations Ribbons, 
| and Combat Wings. Returning to the United States November 
4, 1945, after serving over twenty-one months overseas, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, November 8, 1945. 
He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Thelma. 





FREDDY R. COLEMAN 


Set. Arlie I. Pierce, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. A. I. Pierce, Sr., was 
born at Conway, Arkansas, March 23, 1922. He graduated from 
Little Rock High School in 1940, after which he was engaged in 
construction work. A member of the National Guard since Octo- 
ber 4, 1939, he entered the regular Army on January 6, 1941, 
receiving basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, with 206th C. A. 
(AA). He was sent to the Aleutian Islands on August 11, 1941, 
where he participated in the Aleutian campaigns and battle of 
Dutch Harbor. Sergeant Pierce attended service school and 
specialized as Communication Chief, Radar Operator, and Air- 
eraft Operational Engineer, and also attended Field Artillery 
Officer’s Training School. He qualified as Expert Rifleman 
November 19, 1943, and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and Unit Citation with Battle 
Streamers. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee 
June 1, 1945, and lives in Little Rock. 





ARLIE I. PIERCE, JR. 
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Lt. (j. g.) Thompson Mack Dietz III, son of Mrs. Violet Dietz of 
3424 West 13th Street, Little Rock, was born at Little Rock on 
October 10, 1923. He attended Little Rock High School, Arkan- 
sas State Teachers College, Monticello A. & M. College and 
Tulane University. Lieutenant Dietz received his first military 
training in the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps at Arkansas 
A. & M. College and at Tulane and entered the U. S. Navy on 
October 2, 1942. He was sent to special schools at Harvard 
University and specialized in communications, also qualifying as 
a navigator and personnel director. In July, 1945, he was sent 
to the Pacific Theater and served there until he was returned 
to the United States in March, 1946. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant Dietz was released from 
active duty May 23, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 





THOMPSON M. DIETZ, III 








S/Sgt. William Bruce Sawyer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hey- 
wood Sawyer of 123 Linwood, Little Rock, was born at Texar- 
kana, Texas, on October 14, 1924. He attended Little Rock High 
School and the Georgia Military Academy at College Park, Geor- 
gia, and entered the military service on June 18, 1943. He com- 
pleted his basic Infantry training at Camp Adair, Oregon, and 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and served on a training cadre in 
this country until he was sent to the European Theater in De- 
cember, 1944. Assigned to the 276th Infantry, 70th Infantry 
Division, he served with that unit until he was severely wounded 
on February 20, 1945, at Forbach, France. Sergeant Sawyer 
spent more than a year in military hospitals in France, England, 
Le Garde General Hospital in New Orleans, Louisiana, and then 
Northington General Hospital at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Over- 
seas six months, this gallant soldier won the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, Combat Infantryman Badge, Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Victory Ribbon. He also holds the Marksman Badge for the 
rifle, automatic rifle, pistol, machine gun and carbine. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 6, 
1946. 





WILLIAM B. SAWYER 
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T/Sgt. James L. Branch, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Flynn 
Branch, was born August 28, 1923, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Garland Grammar, West Side 
Junior, and Little Rock High Schools. Enlisting in the Army 
Air Force October 14, 1941, he received basic training at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, later attending Aircraft Armorer’s School, Denver, 
Colorado, where he qualified for aerial gunner. Attached to the 
91st Bomb Group, he departed September 5, 1942, for the Euro- 
pean-African-Middle Eastern Theater where he participated in 
air offensive over Europe and anti-submarine campaign in the 
American Theater and was wounded in action. He qualified as 
Expert Rifleman with .45 pistol, skeet, and aerial gunnery, and 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Medal with Bronze Star, and American Defense Ribbon. 
Returning to the States June 30, 1945, Sergeant Branch was 
honorably discharged at San Antonio, November 3, 1945. 


JAMES L. BRANCH 
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Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Harold Richard Zook, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Richard Zook, was born August 15, 1926, at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He attended Kramer Grammar School, East Side 
Junior High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the 
U. S. Navy October 13, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Amphibious Forces Training 
School, qualifying for operating room and surgical technician. 
Mate Zook departed from the United States in June, 1944, for 
eleven months’ overseas duty. He is still in the service and will 
be discharged August 14, 1947. 





HAROLD RICHARD ZOOK 
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Electrician’s Mate 2/c Ralph Madison Crawford, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph M. Crawford of 1333 Lincoln Avenue, Little 
Rock, was born at Sapulpa, Oklahoma, on April 19, 1925. He — 
attended Little Rock High School and was employed by the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad until entering the United States Navy 
on June 25, 1943. Mate Crawford served his boot training at 
San Diego, California, and was sent to the Southwest Pacific 
Theater in September, 1943. He was stationed at Tulagi, the 
capital of the British Solomon Islands, for twenty-one months 
and then returned to the United States in April, 1945. He served 
in this country until August, 1945, when he was given sea duty 
aboard the U.S.S. Pollux(AKS-4). He returned to the States in 
April, 1946. Overseas a total of twenty-seven months, he was 
awarded the Asiatic- Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on April 13, 1946. 





RALPH M. CRAWFORD, JR. 








Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Harley Lucian Hall, son of Harley 
L. Hall and the late Lena Hall of Little Rock, was born on Octo- 
ber 18, 1919, at Austin, Arkansas. He attended the Oak Grove 
High School and was connected with the Royal Typewriter Com- 
pany at Little Rock until entering the military service on Sep- 
tember 30, 1942. Sent to Great Lakes, Illinois, for his basic 
training, he later attended the Technical School at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and specialized in aviation maintenance. In May, 
1944, he was sent to the South Pacific and served aboard the 
famous aircraft carriers, the U.S.S. Lexington and the U.S.S. 
Hornet, with the 3rd Fleet. Overseas one year, he took part in 
the second battle of the Philippines, the battle of Yeyte Gulf, 
carrier raids on the Philippines, Formosa, Indo-China, China, 
Hong-Kong, and the Okinawa campaign. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with two Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Medal, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Shoemaker, California, on November 18, 1945. 





HARLEY L. HALL, JR. 
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Set. Robert John Sawyer, son of John Ellis and Hattie Pearl 
Sawyer, was born at Hope, Arkansas, on March 7, 1913. He 
received his education in the Little Rock schools and served from 
1936 to 1939 in the Army, being stationed at Ft. Riley, Kansas. 
Following his honorable discharge, he was employed by Berry 
Dry Goods Company, Little Rock, until he again entered the 
Army on March 6, 1942. After completing basic training at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, he departed on February 13, 1943, with 
his unit for the Italian Theater where he saw extensive combat 
action. On April 15, 1945, Sergeant Sawyer was killed at Ter- 
moli, Italy, after more than twenty-six months of foreign serv- 
ice. Among his decorations were the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engage- 
ments and the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. Sergeant 
Sawyer is survived by his wife, Mrs. Alice Florence Sawyer, and 
his parents who live in Little Rock. 
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ROBERT J. SAWYER 








Sgt. William E. Lowry, son of James and Rosetta Lowry of Little 
Rock, was born November 17, 1919, at Malvern, Arkansas. He 

- completed his education in the Peabody and West Side public 

' schools and was employed by the Dr. Pepper Bottling Company 
until entering the military service on August 10, 1940. Sent to 
Ft. Lewis, Washington, for his. basic training, he later attended 
Cook’s and Baker’s School and became an Army cook. Sergeant 
Lowry arrived with his unit, the Headquarters Company, 381st 
Infantry Regiment, in the South Pacific Theater in July, 1944, 
and remained overseas a total of more than eighteen months. 
Taking part in the Philippines and Ryukyus campaigns, he was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and one Arrowhead, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Medal, and the 
Marksman Medal for the rifle. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 22, 1945. 





WILLIAM E. LOWRY 
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Ist Lt. Edward Paul Lyons, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. 
Lyons, Sr., was born September 25, 1923, at Jackson, Mississippi, 
moving to Arkansas June 1, 1933. He attended Little Rock 
High School, graduating in 1940; Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity, Lexington, Virginia; and University of Colorado, Boulder, 
Colorado. Entering the Army Air Forces February 25, 1943, 
he received basic training at Bainbridge, Georgia, and Miami, 
Florida; primary training, Lakeland, Florida; and advanced 
training at Marianna, Florida, qualifying for fighter pilot, 
single-engine. After serving 20 months in the United States, he 
departed November 15, 1944, for Nadzab, New Guinea, with the 
3rd Fighter Squadron, 3rd Air Commando Group. Flying P-51 
“Mustangs,” Lieutenant Lyons served nine months in the Asiatic- 
Pacific, completing 108 combat missions and 310 hours’ combat 
time in the campaigns of New Guinea, Southern Philippines, 
Luzon, China, and Formosa. He received pilot’s rating March 
12, 1944, and for meritorious service was awarded the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal, and was 
recommended for Distinguished Flying Cross. Returning to the 
United States August 31, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, October 2, 1945. 





EDWARD P. LYONS, JR. 








Maj. Edwin M. Patterson, son of Mrs. Marion R. Patterson of 
Como, Mississippi, was born at Columbus, Mississippi, January 
5, 1914, and moved to Arkansas in 1937. He was graduated from 
Mississippi State College in 1937 and was a purchasing executive 
until entering active military service as a reserve officer May 
15, 1941. Major Patterson was assigned to the Ordnance Depart- 
ment and served as a renegotiation officer and adjutant during 
his almost five years of military service. He was sent to Alaska 
in June, 1942, and served more than 31 months in that area. 
Major Patterson has also served at the Birmingham Ordnance 
District. He holds the American Defense Service Ribbon, the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the American Theater Rib- 
bon. He was released from active duty February 21, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Maxine 
McCullars, live in Little Rock. 





EDWIN M. PATTERSON 


[ 292 ] 








Capt. Thomas Norman Trump, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bayard A. 
Duncan, was born June 17, 1915, in Lonoke, Texas, later moving 
to Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School and 
Draughon’s Business College, afterwards being engaged in 
statistical work. A member of the National Guard since June 
13, 1939, he entered the Corps of Engineers February 3, 1941, 
and received basic training at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland. 
Captain Trump attended 2nd Army Mine School, Engineer Of- 
ficers Candidate School, and Engineer Field Officers’ School, 
qualifying as training officer, pistol marksman, and expert 
rifleman. He served for five years in the United States with the 
121st Engineer Combat Battalion and received three letters of 
commendation. After being honorably discharged December 7, 


1945, at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, he returned to Little Rock, where 


he lives with his wife, Mary Elizabeth, and their two sons. 








THOMAS N. TRUMP — 


Ist Lt. David Randle, son of Olin and John Wallace Randle, was 
born July 21, 1921, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Little Rock High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College at 
Russellville. Entering the Army Air Corps May 25, 1942, he 
received basic training at Selman Field, Monroe, Louisiana, and 
attended training schools at Sioux City, lowa; Topeka, Kansas; 
Windover Field, Wind, Utah; and Gowan Field, Boise, Idaho, 
qualifying as navigator. He departed September 5, 1943, for 
England and remained overseas for a year and nine months. 
He was shot down and wounded on his fifth mission, having 
bombed the steel works at Solingen, Germany, December 1, 
1943. He was held prisoner of war at Stalag Luft 1, Barth, 
Germany, and returned to military duty May 13, 1945. Lieuten- 
ant Randle reenlisted in the service in October, 1945, and expects 
to be discharged in June, 1947. His home is in Little Rock, and 
he is married to the former Miss Norma Jeane Wynne. 
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Chief Machinist’s Mate Robert Alvie Easterly, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Alvie Easterly, Sr., was born January 6, 1924, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Peabody, East Side Junior 
High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the Navy 
in January, 1941, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, 
and served for a year in the Navy Yards in Philadelphia. He 
participated in campaigns in the South Pacific and North At- 
lantic Theaters of Operations and was awarded European Theater 
Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, 
South Pacific Ribbon with Gold Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal, and is still in the service. He 
took part in the atomic bomb experiment at Bakini Island. 
He is married to the former Miss Lois L. Hester. 


ROBERT A. EASTERLY, JR. 











Fire Controlman 3/c Charles Madison Dobson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Horace N. Dobson, was born February 24, 1924, in Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School, Uni- 
versity of Arkansas at Fayetteville, and Duke University at 
Durham, North Carolina. Entering the Navy January 25, 1943, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and San Diego, 
California, and attended Sub-chaser Training School in Miami, 
Florida. He served on the U.S.S. Eugene Elmore and the U.S.S: 
Fechteler and departed in February, 1944, for Casablanca. 
Overseas for four months, he participated in German submarine 
chases and contacts and was awarded Good Conduct Medal and 
American Campaign Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
April 3, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home 
in Little Rock. 





CHARLES: M. DOBSON 
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Lt. Col. Moise B. Seligman, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Selig- 
man, Sr., was born October 8, 1918, in Jacksonville, Florida, 
moving to Arkansas in February, 1919. He attended Little Rock 
High School and Ouachita College. Entering the Army June 27, 
1941, he attended Service Schools for Rifle and Heavy Weapons 
and for Command and General Staff, qualifying as operations 
officer. Departing April 25, 1943, for Italy, attached to the 99th 
Infantry Division, Colonel Seligman served overseas nearly two 
years, participating in the Rome-Arno campaign and receiving 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one 
Star, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American 
Defense Service Ribbon. After being honorably discharged No- 
vember 25, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Betsy, and their 
daughter. 


MOISE B. SELIGMAN, JR. 








Pyt. Andrew F. Henry, Jr., is the son of Andrew and Birdie 
Baker Henry of 3208 West 14th Street, Little Rock. Born at 
Little Rock October 22, 1916, he attended the Little Rock schools. 
Private Henry was employed by the Big Rock Stone and Material 
Company and the Missouri Pacific Railway Company before 
entering the Army Air Corps, May 20, 1943, at Little Rock. 
He served his basic training at Sheppard Field and Wichita Falls, 
Texas. A veteran of more than 19 months of military service, 
he saw duty with the 329th Army Air Force Base Unit and 
was honorably discharged December 30, 1944, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Alma L. Kolb, are the 
parents of two children. 





ANDREW F. HENRY, JR. 
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Chief Carpenter’s Mate Herbert S. 


prior to entering World War II. 


struction. Mate Hall served in the 
ticipating in Archangel Expedition, 





HERBERT S. HALE 





-* 


T/5 Harold F. Stockton, son of Mary T. and Purl A. Stockton, was born 
July 7, 1918, in Harrison, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School 
and graduated from Little Rock Junior College, afterwards being engaged 
as a civil service CAF-7 employee. Entering the Coast Artillery October 
8, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and attended 
Wire School in Los Angeles and Radio Repair School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
qualifying as electrician. Attached to the 121st C. A., Btry. A, he de- 
parted April 6, 1945, for Okinawa, serving overseas for almost a year. He 
spent four months with the Army of Occupation and was awarded Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 23, 1946, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Billye, and their child. 





served for three and a half years in the Unite 


ye 
Vass 
) ‘t ip | bh bon with seven Bronze Service Stars. He wa 
es) cember 1, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


PURL A. STOCKTON, JR. 
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by England National Bank, served in World War I, and was 
engaged in the retail lumber business and as general contractor 


Guard from 1923 through 1926 as first sergeant, he enlisted | 
in the Navy Construction Battalion July 31, 1943, receiving — 
boot training at Camp Perry and later attending Service School | 
at Camp Endicott, Rhode Island, where he specialized in con- — 


in the Southwest Pacific. He qualified as expert rifleman in 
both wars and received theater ribbons for activity in both 
wars, and spent one year with the World War I Army of Occu- 
pation. He was wounded once and on his’.return from the 
Asiatic-Pacific was honorably discharged at Corono, California. 
He and his wife, Bessie, live in Little Rock with their child. 





Ist Lt. Purl A. Stockton, Jr., son of Mary T. and Purl A. Stockton, Sr., 
was born September 24, 1916, in Albany, Oregon, moving to Arkansas 
in 1925. He attended Benton High School and Ouachita College at Arka- 
delphia for one year, afterwards being employed as department man- 
ager for Blass Department Store. Entering the Air Corps as a National 
Guard member September 23, 1940, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, and attended Gunnery and Glider Pilot Schools, qualifying 
as gilder pilot. Attached to 436th T. C. Grp. 


21, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. After a year and a half 
of overseas duty, including two months with the Army of Occupation, he 
was awarded the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished 
Unit Citation Badge, and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
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Hale, son of William 


Emma A. Hale, was born near Little Rock, November 18, 4 7 
He received his education by attending Rightsell Grammar 
School and Little Rock High School, after which he was employed 
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A member of the National 


Navy in World War I, par- 
and in World War II served 





HAROLD F. STOCKTON 


Hdq., Lieutenant Stockton 
d States, departing January 
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Set. John Lowry, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Lowry, was born 
at El Dorado, Arkansas, October 27, 1913. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Dermott (Arkansas) High School, Monticello 
A. & M. College, and Draughon’s School of Business in Little 
Rock, after which he was employed by the Oklahoma Tire and 
Supply Company in Little Rock. Entering the United States 
Army Air Force May 23, 1942, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, later attending Aviation Mechanic 
and Propeller Specialists School in Chanute Field, Illinois, quali- 
fying as a propeller specialist. After training in the United 
States, he was sent to British West Africa on January 1, 1943, 
remaining in that area for 28 months. Returning to the United 
States April 30, 1945, he was honorably discharged from the 
service at Drew Field,. Tampa, Florida, November 6, 1945. 
Sergeant Lowry is the husband of Jo Lowry. 


JOHN LOWRY 





_ C.P.O. Leo J. Webster, son of Mrs. B. M. Webster and the late Mr. Webster, 
was born December 9, 1893 in Denver, Colorado, moving to Arkansas 
in 1901. He attended North Little Rock and Little Rock Public Schools 
and was an architectural draftsman before volunteering for the United 
States Navy (C.B.) September 8, 1943. Chief Webster received his boot 

training at Camp Perry, Virginia, and was transferred to California. He 

was injured in an accident while on duty at Port Hueneme, California, 
| Port of Embarkation, and has been in the Long Beach Naval Hospital two 
| years. He served in World War I in France as a sergeant 1/c. His son, 
| 


| 
| 5 Sr 
| 
| 
| 


William, was killed several months after he volunteered for the service. 
Mrs. Annie Webster, wife of Chief Webster, lives in North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He expects to be released from the hospital soon. 





LEO J. WEBSTER 


2nd Lt. William Adelbert Webster, son of Chief Petty Officer and Mrs. 
Leo Joshiah Webster, was born November 22, 1921, at North Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending Riverside Grade School, 
Fourth Street Junior High School, North Little Rock Senior High School, 
and Little Rock Junior College. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps in Feb- 
ruary, 1942, he received basic training at St. Petersburg and Clearwater, 
Florida, and later attended Service Schools at Maxwell Field, Alabama 
(primary) ; Lakeland, Florida; Ft. Myers, Florida (gunnery) ; and Selman 
Field, Louisiana (navigation), qualifying as navigator on B-24’s. He was 
sent to England March 11, 1944, and participated in the pre-invasion 
bombing of France and Germany. After being overseas seven weeks, 
Lieutenant Webster was killed in action May 5, 1944, after a mission to 
Cherbourg, France. His plane was badly damaged by flak and, with three 
engines gone, crash-landed near an R.A.F. base, Aldershot, England. He 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and is buried in the Brook- 
wood American Military Cemetery, Surrey, England. He is survived by 
WILLIAM A. WEBSTER his parents, who live in North Little Rock. 
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Cpl. James William Trimble, son of Mrs. Nan J. Trimble, was 
born March 11, 1922, at Little Rock. He received his education 
by attending Little Rock Senior High School and Little Rock 
Junior College. Entering the Army Air Corps September 10, 
1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
afterwards attending Air Forces Administrative Technical 
School, Ft. Logan, Denver, Colorado, where he qualified for 
administrative specialist. After serving 14 months in the United 
States, he departed for Australia November 1, 1943, attached 
to 58th Fighter Group. He participated in the Northern 
Solomons, Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Southern Philip- 
pines, Luzon and, Western Pacific campaigns. Corporal Trimble 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Silver Service Star and one Bronze Service Star, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star. After spending one month with the Army 
of Occupation in Japan, he returned to the United States Novem- 
ber 1, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
November 15, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 





JAMES W. TRIMBLE 








Storekeeper 2/c Vivian Toland Trimble, daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth Toland 
of 2415 Louisiana Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, was born August 25, 1923. 
She attended Little Rock Public Schools and was a graduate of Little Rock 
Senior High School. She was elected class beauty of her class. Store- 
keeper Trimble entered the United States WAVES March 1, 19435;and 
received her boot training at Hunter College, New York. She modeled 
for the recruiting advertisements for the WAVES. She served in this 
branch of the-service 10 months. Mrs. Trimble died while home on leave. 
She was the wife of the late R. E. Trimble, and was survived by her mother. 





VIVIAN T. TRIMBLE 


Flight Officer Bryan Keathley Smith, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Bryan 
Keathley Smith, Sr., was born April 4, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Pulaski Heights Grammar School, Pulaski Heights Junior High 
School, Little Rock Senior High School, and Arkansas Polytechnic College 
at Russellville. Entering the Army Air Forces August 11, 1943, he received 
basic training at Miami, Florida, and attended school at Marshall College, 
Huntington, West Virginia; Flexible Gunnery School, Harlingen, Texas, 
and A. A. F. Navigation School, San Marcos, Texas. He qualified as navi- 
gator, gunner, training officer, and flexible gunner, and received Wings 
September 29, 1945. Flight Officer Smith served for almost three years 
in the United States with the Central Flying Training Command and was 
honorably discharged June 7, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He lives 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. 





BRYAN K. SMITH, JR. 
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Seaman 1/c Joseph Aub Terry, son of Mr. and Mrs. David Dickson Terry, 
was born October 10, 1927, in Boston, Massachusetts, moving to Arkansas 
six months later. He attended Little Rock High School. Entering the 
Navy in November, 1944, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illi- 
nois, and attended Point Loma Training School, qualifying as radarman. 
He served for six months in the United States and departed in May, 1945, 
for nine months of overseas duty in the South Pacific. He is still in the 
service. His home is in Little Rock, Arkansas. 





JOSEPH A. TERRY 


S/Segt. William Leake Terry, son of Mr. and Mrs. David Dickson Terry, 

was born October 11, 1922, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended St. 

Albans School and Princeton University. Entering the Army Air Corps 

in March, 1943, he received basic training at Lowry Field, Colorado, and 
_ Laredo Field, Texas, qualifying as armorer and air gunner. He departed 
_ in February, 1944, for England and remained overseas for six months, 
' participating in the battle of Europe. Sergeant Terry was awarded the 
_ Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, and 
' Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged in October, 
eee? at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in Little 
Rock. 7 





WILLIAM L. TERRY 


Col. David Dickson Terry, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. David Dickson Terry, 
Sr., was born June 2, 1911, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Exeter 
Academy and Hendrix College. Entering the Army Air Corps in January, 
1939, he received basic training at Randolph Field and Kelly Field, quali- 
fying as senior pilot. After serving for three years in the United States 
with the 80th Fighter Group, Colonel Terry departed in April, 1948, for 
India, and remained overseas for two years. He participated in the 
Myitkyina campaign and was awarded the Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross with two Clusters, and Bronze 
Star Medal. He is still in the service. His wife, Marguerite, and their son 
live in Little Rock. 





DAVID D. TERRY, JR. 


S/Sgt. James Clayborn Newman, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Williams, 
was born at Princeton, Arkansas, August 21, 1923. After finishing Jack- 
sonville High School in June, 1941, he was employed at Arkansas Ordnance 
Plant until inducted into the armed forces. Entering the Army Air Corps 
January 2, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
later attended Armament School, Lowry Field, Denver, and Gunnery 
School at Harlingen, Texas, where he qualified for armorer-gunner. He 
departed from the United States October 14, 1944, for Naples, Italy, 
afterwards serving in Northern Apennines, Po Valley, Rhineland, Central 
Europe, and air combat over Balkans campaigns. Sergeant Newman 
received A. A. F. Crew Member Badge, A. A. F. Technical Badge with 
A. P. Armored Bar, European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with one 
Silver Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, and Air Medal with three Bronze 
Clusters. Returning to the States June 12, 1945, he was discharged at 
Laredo Army Air Field, October 22, 1945. 





JAMES C. NEWMAN 
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S/Sgt. Graham R. Westerman, son of Minnie Pearl and Jesse R. Wes ter 
man, was born in Fair Play, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff School, 
afterwards being engaged by the Pine Bluff Gas Company. Entering 
the 379th Air Service Squadron August 25, 1941, he received basic train 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio, qualifying as airecra: 
engineering technician. Sergeant Westerman served for two years in the 
United States and departed December 5, 1943, for the European-A frican- 
Middle Eastern Theater of Operations. Overseas almost two years, he 
participated in campaigns of Normandy, Rhine, Northern France, and 
Central Europe. He was awarded American Defense Service Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and four Bronze Service 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Bronze Star Medal. After being honorably discharged 
November 21, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. 


Pfc. Venson Harold Westerman, son of Minnie Pearl and Jesse Rozell 
Westerman, was born in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff High 
School and Louisiana State University. Entering the Army March 133 
1940, he received basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas, specializing in 
engineering. Private Westerman was wounded during maneuvers in North - 
Carolina, having served in the United States until the time of his death. 
He is survived by his parents, who live in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 








ELDRED G. CHAPMAN 





VENSON H. WESTERMAN 





Lieutenant Eldred G. Chapman, son of Mrs. K. Jewel Mangel, 
was born February 1, 1919, in Little Rock, Arkansas. Graduating 
from Little Rock High School he entered Hendrix State Col- 
lege, receiving his B. A. degree in 1943. He represented his 
college in “Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities” 
in 1943. Entering the Army June 20, 1943, he attended the 
Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and was commissioned 
and assigned to the I. R. T. C., Camp Wheeler, Georgia. Lieu- 
tenant Chapman was sent to Okinawa February 28, 1945, as 
rifle platoon leader with the 7th Infantry Division. During the 
fighting on Okinawa he was wounded by a mortar burst and 
received the Purple Heart as well as the Combat Infantryman 
Badge, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, Good Conduct Ribbon and Victory 
Ribbon. He served with the Army of Occupation from Septem- 
ber 18, 1945, to July 15, 1946, and was honorably discharged 
September 27, 1946. 
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Sgt. Joe Albert Smith, son of Mrs. Maggie Smith, was born April 9, 1920, 
in Cedar Glades, Arkansas. He attended Cedar Glades School and entered 
the C. C. C., driving a truck and serving as cook. Entering the Army 
December 4, 1942, Sergeant Smith received basic training at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, and served as cook for a tank division. He departed 
March 31, 1944, for France, Belgium and Germany, and remained overseas 
for a year and 10 months. He participated in the battles of Central Europe, 
Ardennes, and Rhineland and was awarded Good Conduct. Medal, three 
Overseas Service Bars, and three Campaign Ribbons. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 2, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he 
returned to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Susie. 





JOE A. SMITH 


-S/Sgt. W. R. Morgan, son of Ira Curtis and Pearl Morgan, was born at 
_ Prescott, Arkansas, January 9, 1919. He received his education by attend- 
ing Prescott Public Schools, after which he was employed as a shipping 
clerk. Entering the Armed Forces July 2, 1942, he received basic training 
_ at Camp Lee, Virginia, and by attendance at Holabird, Maryland, and 
_ Camp Connley, Georgia, Service Schools qualified for automobile mechanic. 
| After serving one year in the United States attached to Ordnance, he 
' was sent to North Africa, February 8, 1943, and participated in campaigns 
\in North Africa, Sicily, and Italy. He qualified with the rifle and bayonet 
-and for meritorious service was awarded Unit Citation, Good Conduct 
Medal, and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars. Returning to the United States March 9, 1945, he was 
‘honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, August 28, 1945. He and his wife, 
Thelma Eloise, and their child live in Scott. 


| 








W. R. MORGAN 


Ist Lt. Edward J. Hart, son of Mrs. Mary Hart, was born January 23, 
1922, at Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education by. attending 
Little Rock Catholic High School and University of Detroit (College of 
Engineering). Entering the Army Air Corps January 10, 1942, at Camp 
Robinson, he received primary flight training at Rankin Academy, Tulare, 
California; basic flight training at Merced, California; advanced flight 
training at Luke Field, Phoenix, Arizona; and B-17 Instructor’s Indoctrina- 
tion Unit at Galveston, Texas, and at Pueblo, Colorado, qualifying for pilot. 
After training in the United States he was sent to North Africa and par- 
ticipated in the Sicilian invasion, Italian invasion, and air battle of Fortress 
Europe. Lieutenant Hart received pilot’s Wings August 27, 1942, and 
was awarded the Air Medal with nine Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, and European Theater of Operations Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Sep- 
tember 14, 1945. 





nr : : 

EDWARD J. HART 
Maj. J. Frederick Hart, son of Mrs. Mary Hart, was born June 13, 1918, 
at Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock Catholic High School and Little Rock Junior College. Enlisting in 
‘the Army Air Corps March 15, 1941, he received combat training at 
Muskogee, Oklahoma; Brady, Texas, and Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, qualifying for pilot and operations officer and receiving pilot’s 
Wings October 31, 1941. He served two years with the Gulf Coast Train- 
ing Command prior to overseas duty and after returning from overseas 
was with the Military Air Transport of the Ferrying Division, Air Trans- 
port Command. Major Hart served over 21 months in the China-Burma- 
India theater and was awarded the Air Medal, Distinguished Unit Cita- 
tion, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and American Defense Service Rib- 
‘bon. He received an honorable discharge at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, 
| January 7, 1946. J. FREDERICK HART 
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Capt. John Legate Ruff, son of Dr. Horace Ewing and Effie Lehman Ruff. 
was born June 15, 1913, at Heber Springs, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Little Rock Public Schools; Hendrix College, and 
University of Arkansas Medical School. He enlisted in the Army Medical 
Corps May 4, 1942, receiving basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming. 
Attached to 77th Division, 305th Infantry, he participated in the invasion 
of Guam and Leyte and was wounded by sniper’s bullet at Leyte December 
16, 1944. For heroic achievement near Mt. Barrigada Island of Guam, 
August 4, 1944, he was awarded the Bronze Star and Special Citation by 
Major General Bruce, of the 77th Division. Captain Ruff was honorably 
discharged at U. S. General Hospital, Camp Carson, Colorado Springs, — 
Colorado, November 22, 1945. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Ruby 

Lee, and their daughter. : 





JOHN L. RUFF 


S/Sgt. Fred Henry Voss, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Routh, was born April 
25, 1917, at Levy, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Parham, Kramer, and East Side Junior High Schools, after which he 
was employed as truck driver and salesman for Cudahy Packing Company. 
Fnlisting in the Infantry January 28, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, later qualifying for mess sergeant. He was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater March 18, 1942, attached to Co. B, 9th Bnysraherr 
A. G. F., where he served in the campaigns of New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, 
and Fiji Islands. Sergeant Voss received Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
May 12, 1944, and Special Unit Citation in connection with assaults against 
enemy-held positions on Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, Florida, Guadal- 
canal, and British Solomon Islands. He was also Awarded the American 
Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. After serving almost two years overseas, he was honorably dis- 
charged September 24, 1945, at Camp Pickett, Virginia. 





FRED H. VOSS 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/c John Ward Yearwood, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John W. Yearwood of 1600 Commerce St., Little Rock, was born on 
March 9, 1922, at Clarksville, Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock 
High School in 1940 and was a clerk for the Tarlton-McDonald Construc- 
tion Company until entering the Navy September 5, 1942. He served his 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Machinist School at 
the Naval Air Technical Training Center, Memphis, Tennessee. Machinist 
Yearwood became a combat air crewman after attending Gunner’s School 
at Whidbey Island, Washington, and Maintenance School at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He was sent to the Aleutian Islands April 8, 1944, and remained 
overseas for nine months. He was honorably discharged April 11, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 





JOHN W. YEARWOOD, JR. 


Gunner’s Mate 3/c Vernon Wade Law, son of Bessie Lou and Vernon 
Law, was born at Texarkana, moving to Little Rock in February, 1937. 
He received his education by attending Texarkana Public Schools, West 
Side Junior High School, and Little Rock Senior High Schools. He enlisted 
in the Navy May 1, 1941, receiving boot training at San Diego, California. 
Mate Law was assigned to the Submarine Division and aboard the sub- 
marine Grampus participated in four engagements against the enemy 
in the South Pacific. He failed to return from his last cruise and was 
declared dead March 3, 1943. He was posthumously awarded the Presi- 
dential Citation, Purple Heart, Submarine Combat Insignia, and Sub- 
marine Citation for bravery. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
Little Rock. 





VERNON W. LAW 
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Sgt. Phillip William Phillips, son of Dorothy Louise and John Raymond 
Phillips, was born October 11, 1924, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Peabody Grade School, East Side Junior High School, Dallas Tech. 
High School, and Little Rock Senior High School. Entering the Air Corps 
January 20, 1943, he received basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, 
and attended Radio, Gunnery and Advance Gunnery Schools, qualifying 
as tail gunner. He served for three years and two months with the Air 
Corps. Receiving an injury on a return trip from the Bahama Islands, 
he was disqualified for overseas duty and transferred to aerial photog- 
raphy. After being honorably discharged February 10, 1946, at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his 
wife, Irene. 





PHILLIP W. PHILLIPS 





Radioman 2/c Thomas M. Haynes, son of Mrs. Josie Haynes, was born 
~ at Okalona, Arkansas, October 8, 1912. He received his education by 
' graduating from the Little Rock High School. Entering the United States 
Coast Guard, August 5, 1942, he received basic training at Alameda, 

California, and at Atlantic City, N. J., later attending Radio School and 

D. A. B. High Frequency School, qualifying for radio communication 
_ service. Departing from the United States September 15, 1948, he saw 
_ service in landing assault personnel and fighting equipment at Tarawa, 
_  Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, Kwajalein, Saipan, Leyte, Philippine Islands, 

Luzon, Ryukyus Island, and Okinawa. Among other decorations he re- 

ceived seven Bronze Battle Stars and was honorably discharged at St. 

Louis, November 10, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 





THOMAS M. HAYNES 


Ist Lt. Hiluard G. Rogers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Gasser, was 
born January 31, 1917, in Des Arc, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School, Little Rock Junior College, and the University of Arkansas, 
afterwards being employed by E. I. DuPont Company in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. Entering the Maritime Service October 5, 1943, he was com- 
missioned May 14, 1944. Attached to Transportation Corps of the Army, 
he received basic training at Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, and attended 
Adjutant General’s School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, specializing in 
administration. He served in the United States for more than a year with 
Headquarters Harbor Craft Bn. before departing August 6, 1945, for 
Japan, where he is still serving with the Army of Occupation. His wife, 
Elizabeth, lives in Little Rock. 





HILUARD G. ROGERS 


Lt. (j. g.) James Lawrence Braden, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Braden, 
was born at Prattsville, Arkansas, September 3, 1918. He received his 
education by attending Sheridan High School. He entered the Navy Air 
Corps July 8, 1938, receiving boot training at San Diego Naval Training 
Station and specializing as aviation maintenance officer. After serving 
in the United States, he served in the Southwest Pacific from April, 1940, 
to October, 1942, and returned to the Central Pacific in April, 1944, 
serving at Pearl Harbor, Saipan, Tinian, Palau, Ulithi, and Okinawa and 
in the occupation of Sasebo, Japan. Lieutenant Braden also spent four 
months in China with the Army of Occupation, and returned to the 
United States in December, 1945. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
and Navy Commendation and received an honorable discharge at New 
Orleans, March 9, 1946. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Audrey. 


| JAMES L. BRADEN 





[ 303 ] 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 






Ist Lt. Arthur F. Bouton, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Bouton, Sr., was 
born at Denver, Colorado, January 3, 1923, moving to Arkansas in 1924. 
He received his education by attending Little Rock High School, Arkansas 
State College at Jonesboro, and Little Rock Junior College. Entering the 
Army Air Corps January 27, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, later attending A. A. F. Pre-flight and Advanced Naviga- 
tion Schools. He received Sharpshooter’s Medal for his proficiency in 
the use of the pistol. Leaving the United States March 18, 1944, attached 
to 15th Air Force, he made 51 missions in B-24 heavy bombers in the 
Rome-Arno sector and the air offensive over Western Europe and Southern 
France. For meritorious service, Lieutenant Bouton received the Air 
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, European Theater Ribbon with three 
Campaign Stars, and Presidential Unit Citation. He received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Chaffee, September 12, 1945, returning to Little Rock. 





} 
| 


ARTHUR F. BOUTON, JR. 


Ist Lt. Norman Erving Grimm, son of Mrs. H. A. Ludwig, was born at 
Crescent City, Florida, June 28, 1915, moving to Arkansas in 1919. He 
received his education by attending Artesia, New Mexico, High School 
and Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas. He entered the Army Air Forces 
March 27, 1942, receiving basic training at Santa Ana, California. He at- 
tended Advanced Flying School, Marfa, Texas; Four-engine Bomber OTU, 
Muroc, California, and AAFSAT, Orlando, Florida, qualifying for pilot, 
four-engine B-24. Serving almost two years in the United States, he was 
sent to Italy February 16, 1944, and participated in Rome-Arno and 
Balkans campaigns and air offensive over Europe. Lieutenant Grimm re- 
ceived Expert Marksmanship Medal for use of .30-caliber rifle and .45- 
caliber pistol, Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, ETO Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, and Presidential Unit Citation. He was taken prisoner 
of war April 21, 1944, at Metkovic, Yugoslavia, and was liberated at Moose- 
burg, Germany, April 29, 1945, by tank units of U. 8S. Third Army. He 
received an honorable discharge December 13, 1945, at Little Rock. 





NORMAN E. GRIMM 


Pfe. Bobby McRae Kirkpatrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Robert Kirk- 
patrick, was born August 16, 1923, in Greenbrier, Arkansas. He attended 
Little Rock Public Schools, afterwards being associated with his father 
in the wholesale produce business. Entering the Infantry January 18, 
1943, he received basic training at Camp San Luis Obispo, California, and 
attended Chemical Warfare Service School. Private Kirkpatrick qualified 
as second cook and in the use of anti-tank gun, rifle, carbine, pistol, and 
machine gun. After serving for a year and a half in the United States with 
the 320th Infantry, he departed May 12, 1944, for Europe, and remained 
overseas for a year, participating in campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, Central Europe, Rhineland, and Ardennes. He was wounded in 
action and was awarded the Purple Heart, five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Group Presidential Citation. After being honorably dis- 
charged September 30, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Jean, and their child. 





Ete 3 
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BOBBY M. KIRKPATRICK 





Pfc. Everett Emerson Kendall, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Kendall, 
was born January 24, 1909, in Jackson County, Arkansas. He attended 
Newport Public Schools and Washington, Indiana, Public Schools, after- 
wards being employed by Southern Box Company of Little Rock. Enter- 
ing the Army May 29, 1941, he was discharged as over the age of 28 
but was called back to duty January 15, 1942. He received basic training 
at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and San Luis Obispo, California, and at- 
tended Medical Corps School with Co. A, Medical Bn., qualifying as 
ambulance driver. Private Kendall departed in September, 1943, for New 
Guinea, Manila, and the South Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for 
28 months, he participated in the campaigns of Leyte, New Guinea, Dutch 
New Guinea, Luzon, Wadki, Biak, and Peleliu. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal and campaign ribbons and was honorably discharged 
November 27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. He lives in Little Rock. 





EVERETT E. KENDALL 
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Pfc. Carl W. Butler,-son of Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Butler of 215 East Capitol 
Avenue, Little Rock, was born March 15, 1923, at Searcy, Arkansas. After 
completing his education at Little Rock High School, he entered military 
service October 30, 1942, and was sent to San Angelo, Texas, for basic 
training. After one year in this country he arrived in England and was 
transferred to the Infantry, taking his Infantry basic training in that 
country. Overseas more than 23 months, he participated in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
as well as the general air offensive of Europe. He was severely injured 
during a patrol near Weimer, Germany, and was awarded the European 
Theater ‘Ribbon with six Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal and 
the Purple Heart. Private Butler also holds the Expert’s Medal for the rifle 
and carbine. He was honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. His wife is Iva Marie Btuler. 





CARL W. BUTLER 


S/Sgt. Shires Risser, son of Mrs. Ida S. Risser, was born at Little Rock, 
November 19, 1919. He received his education by attending Badgett 
Grammar School and East Side Junior and Little Rock Senior High Schools. 
Entering the Army Air Corps February 24, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attending Sioux Falls; Truax Field, 
Madison, Wisconsin, and Boca Raton, Florida, Service Schools, where he 
_ qualified for radar maintenance. Sergeant Risser, attached to 15th A.A.F. 
_ 454th Bomb Group, landed in Italy July 12, 1944, participating in Rome- 
Arno, Northern France, air combat over the Balkans, Rhineland, Northern 
_ Apennines, Po-Valley, and Southern France campaigns. He: qualified as 
' carbine marksman, radio mechanic and radar airborne mechanic. For 
meritorious service, he received EAME Theater Ribbon with seven Bronze 
Stars, Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and Good Conduct Medal. 
He received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, September 8, 


| 1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Winifred. 
SHIRES RISSER 





Cpl. Arthur Karl Spatz, son of Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Spatz, was born May 380, 
1907, in Toluca, Montana, moving to Arkansas in 1912. He attended Little 
Rock High School. Entering the Marine Corps April 14, 1944, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Line Camp at Camp 
Pendleton, Oceanside, California, qualifying in anti-aircraft and as machine 
gunner and sharpshooter. He departed August 27, 1944, for the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a year and a month, 
being awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged October 27, 1945, at San Diego, 
California, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Hazel, 
and their child. 





ARTHUR K. SPATZ 


1st Lt. Benjamin Charles Isgrig, Jr., son of Thelma and Benjamin Charles 
Isgrig, Sr., was born April 14, 1924, at Little Rock. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Little Rock Senior High School and University of Arkan- 
sas (one semester). Enlisting in the Army Air Corps November 21, 1942, 
he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, later attending 
College Training Det. School in Aerial Gunnery and Bombardier and Pilot 
School, qualifying for bombardier-gunnery instructor. Departing from 
the United States April 10, 1944, for England, Lieutenant Isgrig par- 
ticipated in air offensive over Northern France, air offensive over Europe 
and tactical bombing, Normandy. As a result of enemy fighter attack 
over occupied France, he was shot down June 12, 1944, and spent 58 days 
with the French Underground until liberated by the Sixth Armored 
Division. He is a member of the “Caterpillar Club” and “Flying Boot” 
and received the Air Medal and European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at Davis-Mothan Field, Tucson, Bed Gc 

Arizona, December 1, 1945. BENJAMIN C. ISGRIG, JR. 
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S/Sgt. Forrest Wayne Diemer, son of Mrs. Viola Haven Diemer, was bor: 
in Little Rock, August 22, 1915. He received his education by attending 
Badgett School, East Side Junior High School, and Little Rock Senior H igh 
School, after which he was employed as salesman. Enlisting in the Army 
Air Corps, 154th Observation Squadron, September 17, 1940, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, qualify- 
ing for NCO Air Corps supply officer and special service officer. Attached 
to 154th Observation and Weather Squadron, he departed from the 
United States September 27, 1942, for North Africa and participated in 
the Algerian-French Morocco, Tunisian, Rome-Arno, Southern France, 
air offensive over Europe, air combat over Balkans, Northern France, 
Northern Apennies, Po Valley, and Germany campaigns. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, EAME Ribbon with 10 Bronze Stars, American 
Defense Ribbon, five Overseas Bars, and Presidential Unit Citation. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, June 25, 1945, returning 


FORREST W. DIEMER 


T/5 Edward Louis Diemer, Jr., son of Mrs. Viola Haven Diemer and the 
late Edward L. Diemer, Sr., was born January 29, 1907, at Little Rock. He 
received his education by attending U. M. Rose Grammar School and 
Badgett High School, after which he was employed by Isgrig Seed and 
Hardware Company as retail store manager. Entering the Infantry March 
15, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, qualify- 
ing for ammunition handler, truckdriver, and electrician. Departing the. 
United States for North Africa, December 24, 1943, attached to 339th Int: 
85th Division, he participated in Rome-Arno, Northern Apennies, and Po 
Valley campaigns. He also spent five months with the Army of Occupation. 
He received Marksmanship Medals for rifle and pistol, and Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge. He was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received 
in action February 13, 1945, EAM Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal, four Overseas Bars, and Victory and American Theater 
Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, November 
24, 1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Thelma. 


to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, Daphne. 





EDWARD L. DIEMER, JR. 


JOSEPH L. 





COOK 


S/Sgt. Joseph L. Cook, son of Mrs. Ola Cook, was born at Stamps, Arkan- 
sas, November 14, 1917. He received his education by attending Stamps 
Grammar and High School, Hope High School, and Henderson State Teach- 
ers’ College, after which he was employed by his father. Entering the Army 
December 23, 1940, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, qualify- 
ing as squad leader. Sergeant Cook served in Alaskan defense for seven 
months and then departed from the United States for the European 
Theater of Operations May 24, 1943, participating in the Normandy in- 
vasion. He was wounded June 18, 1944, in the invasion of Normandy; 
July 30, 1944, at St. Lo, and September 17, 1944, at Brest, which resulted 
in his death September 20, 1944, in the Evacuation Hospital, Brest, France. 
He was buried in St. James Cemetery in Brest Peninsula. Sergeant Cook 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, and Good Con- 
duct Medal. His wife, Oleva C., resides at Hope. 


S/Sgt. James Ezra Pickett, son of Mrs. Zelle Pickett, was born at Grady, 
Texas, January 1, 1918, moving to Arkansas August 30, 1942. He received 
his education by attending Pelican High School, Pelican, Louisiana, and 
Chenier Business College, Beaumont, Texas, after which he was employed 
by Wm. Cameron and Co. of Beaumont. Entering the Army Air Forces 
September 1, 1942, he received basic training at Kearns Field, Utah, and 
by attending Service School at Ft. Logan, Colorado, qualified for Intelli- 
gence specialist. After eight months’ training in the United States, 
Sergeant Pickett was sent to the Hawaiian Islands April 22, 1948, and 
participated in Central Pacific, Eastern Mandated Islands, air offensive 
over Japan, and Western Pacific campaigns. He received the Presidential] 
Unit Citation and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, August 20, 
1945, returning to Little Rock. 
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1st Lt. John H. Hunt, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hunt, Sr., was 
born at Little Rock, November 18, 1919. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock Grammar and High Schools and Wharton School 
of Finance and Commerce, University of Pennsylvania. Enlisting in the 

Army Air Corps August 20, 1942, he received basic training at Santa 
Ana, California, and by attending Service Schools at Thunderbird Field, 
Arizona; Minter Field, Arizona; Yuma Field, Arizona; Pyote A. A. F., 
Texas, and Hobbs A. A. F., New Mexico, he qualified for four-engine pilot. 
He received pistol Marksmanship Medal in 1943 and carbine Sharpshooter’s 
Medal in 1945. After serving in the United States he departed for England 
July 1, 1944, and participated in the air offensive over Normandy, North- 
ern France, and Rhineland. Returning to the United States December 27, 
1944, Lieutenant Hunt was honorably discharged at’ Camp Chaffee, Oc- 
tober 20, 1945. He is in business in Little Rock. 





JOHN H. HUNT, JR. 


T/Sgt. Harold R. Haley, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Nelson Haley, was 
born at Rondo, Arkansas, September 12, 1917. He received his education 
by attending Little Rock Senior High School and Junior College, after 
which he was employed by the McAnnich Aerial Survey and the U. S. 
Engineers. Enlisting in the National Guard March 15, 1939, he entered 
the Air Corps September 16, 1940, receiving basic training at Ft. Sill, 
_ Oklahoma, and qualifying for photographer and photographic laboratory 
_ technician. Attached to 154th Observation Sqdn., he landed in England 
via Scotland October 3, 1942. He served in Algerian-French Morocco, Tu- 
- nisia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, air offensive over Europe, air combat 

over Balkans, Germany, Northern France, North Apennines, and Po Valley 
- campaigns. Sergeant Haley was awarded 10 Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
| Medal, Unit Citation, American Defense Service Ribbon, and European- 
' African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
| at Jefferson Barracks, June 25, 1945, returning to Little Rock where he @@ : 
lives with his wife, Alberta. HAROLD R. HALEY 






Chief Storekeeper James Hallie Smithson, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Arthur Smithson of Scott, Arkansas, was born at Saltillo, Tennessee, Au- 
gust 1, 1915, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1920. Educated 
at the Earle, Arkansas, High School and Draughon’s Business School in 
Little Rock, he was employed as a bookkeeper for the C. H. Briley Produce 
Company until entering the Navy October 21, 1941. After completing his 
basic training at Norfolk, Virginia, he became a storekeeper and in 
March, 1942, was sent to the South Pacific theater and saw more than 
two years of overseas service. Chief Smithson saw action at Midway, 
Guadalcanal, Tulagi, Stewart Islands, Cape Esperance, the New Georgia 
operations and the Bougainville group operations. He was awarded the 
Navy Good Conduct Medal and was honorably discharged at the Naval 
Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, January 3, 1946. He and his wife, Ruth 
Ernestine, have a son, Richard Maxey. 





JAMES H. SMITHSON 


Aviation Radioman 2/c Fred Briton Scott, son of Mrs. Susie Mae Daniel, 
was born February 21, 1922, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Peabody and East Side Junior High School, afterwards being engaged as 
a jockey. Entering the Navy June 17, 1941, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Radio Communication School, qualify- 
ing as aviation radioman and aerial gunner. He departed December 27, 
1941, for Pearl Harbor, T. H., and remained overseas for three years and 
10 months, participating in the Midway battle and being awarded Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and American Defense 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged October 21, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Medra. 


FRED B. SCOTT 
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the Armored Force and Air Corps June 2, 1941, he received basic training 
at Armored Force Replacement Training Center, Ft. Knox, Kentucky, an 
attended Armored Force Administrative School, Ft. Knox; Officer Candi- 
date School, Miami Beach, Florida, and Service Schools at Camden, South, 
Carolina; Shaw Field, South Carolina; Turner Field, Georgia; Maxwell 
Field, Alabama and Charleston, South Carolina. He qualified for pilot, 4- 
engine planes, administrative inspector, and technical supply officer. Cap-_ 
tain Tobin received pistol Marksmanship Medal and American Theater and 

World War II Victory Ribbons. He was placed on inactive reserve at Little 

Rock, January 18, 1946, and lives in Little Rock with his wife, Hazel. 





DANIEL H. TOBIN 


Ens. Phil Hart Haskin, Jr., son of Phil Hart and Esma Davis Haskin, was 
born at Memphis, May 6, 1923, moving to Arkansas in November, 1930. He 
received his education by attending Little Rock Grade Schools and High 
School, and Texas A. & M. College. Entering the U. S. Naval Reserve 
October 28, 1942, he received flight instruction at Alexandria, Louisiana, 
and Russellville, Arkansas; pre-flight training at Athens, Georgia; com- 
pleted flight training at St. Louis and Pensacola. He was commissioned 
ensign at Pensacola May 2, 1944, as pilot in the Naval Air Corps. Ensign 
Haskin was attached to Fighter Sqdn. 16 at Wildwood, N. J. He was on 
Atlantic patrol duty attached to carrier “Bon Homme Richard,” moving 
with the carrier and squadron to the South Pacific in March, 1945. He 
was transferred to carrier “Randolph” in June, 1945, and was killed in 
action June 21, 1945, off the coast of Leyte, P. I., while flying a Hellcat 
fighter-bomber from the Randolph. He is survived by his parents, who * 
live in Little Rock. 





PHIL H. HASKIN, JR. 


Ist Lt. Gerald Burns Robins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Alfred Robins, 
was born at Salem, Arkansas, January 24, 1924. He completed his educa- 
tion by attending Little Rock Junior College, after which he was employed 
by Western Electric Company. Entering the Air Corps, January 20, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Haan, California, and by attending 
Anti-aircraft Artillery Officer Candidate School, Camp Davis, North 
Carolina; Gunnery School, Tyndall Field, Florida and Advanced Navigation 
School, San Marmos, Texas, qualified for navigator. After training in 
the United States Lieutenant Robins departed in March, 1945, for the 
European Theater of Operations, participating in Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns. He was awarded the American Theater Campaign 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Air Medal, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the United States in 
May, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, 
December 3, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 





GERALD B. ROBINS 


Ist Lt. Orville Walters Taylor, son of Rev. and Mrs. W. O-. Taylor, was 
born at EI Dorado, Arkansas, September 20, 1917. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Berryville High School and Ouachita College, Arkadel- 
phia. Inducted at Camp Robinson, August 26, 1941, into the Signal Corps, 
Army Air Forces, he received basic training at Ft. Monmouth, N. J. Later 
he attended Message Center School, Aircraft Warning School, and Officer 
Candidate School, and was commissioned October 16, 1942. He also at- 
tended Military Cryptography School and qualified as cryptographic of- 
ficer. He departed for the South Pacific area, attached to 1715th Sig. Bn., 
Hdars. 5th Air Force, July 11, 1944, and served in New Guinea, Bismarck 
Archipelago, Southern Philippines, Luzon, Okinawa, and Japan campaigns, 
spending two months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Defense Service Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with five Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Star, and Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant Taylor is remaining in the Army 
with the rank of first lieutenant. — - ORVILLE W. TAYLOR 





[ 308 ] 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





1st Lt. John Franklin Pace, son of Mrs. Pearl C. Pace, was born at German- 
town, Tennessee, December 30, 1912, moving to Arkansas in 1936. After 
attending Southwestern University, he was employed as public accountant 
until entering the Infantry November 238, 1942. Receiving basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, he qualified for infantry platoon leader. 
Serving two years in the United States attached to 84th Inf. Division, he 
departed September 20, 1944, for Greenock, Scotland. Lieutenant Pace par- 
ticipated in the Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central European campaigns 
and spent two months with the Army of Occupation. He received, among 
other decorations, Combat Infantryman’s Badge and was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, January 29, 1946. He and his wife, Sara, 
live in Little Rock with their children. 





JOHN F. PACE 


T/5 Robert M. Curtis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Curtis, was born 
February 21, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Joe T. Robinson 
School, afterwards being engaged as an electrician. Entering the Army 
Ordnance Department August 9, 1943, he received basic training and 
advanced electrical training at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
qualifying as automotive mechanic, wheel vehicle, and as rifle expert. He 
served in the United States for more than a year with the 904th Ordnance 
before departing February 6, 1945, for Germany. Overseas a year and 
two months, he participated in campaigns of Rhine River and Central 
Germany and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and two Overseas Bars. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 2, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Clara Belle, and their child. 





ROBERT M. CURTIS 


Lt. Comdr. William Alden Clark, son of Lucile M. and Oscar J. Clark, was 
born December 30, 1914, at Bald Knob, Arkansas. He attended University 
of Arkansas and graduated in 1938 from School of Medicine with residency 
and graduate work in obstetrics and gynecology at University of Georgia 
School of Medicine. Enlisting in the Navy Medical Department, he served 
at U. S. N. Dependents’ Clinic, 8th Naval Hqd., New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and aboard the U.S.S. Thomas Jefferson in Atlantic, Pacific, and Mediter- 
ranean theaters. He participated in the invasion of North Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, and Salerno Bay, and received written commendation for duties 
performed during invasion of Sicily. After serving 18 months overseas, 
he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Janet May. 





WILLIAM A. CLARK 


Pfc. Kenneth Lee Mulkey, son of Leonard Lee and Mary Louise Mulkey, 
was born at Malvern, Arkansas, September 18, 1920. He attended Kramer 
and Parham Grade Schools, East Side Junior High and Little Rock Senior 
High School, and Arkansas State Trade School. Entering the Army Signal 
Corps December 15, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Kohler, 
California, and Camp Harahan, Louisiana, and by attending Service 
Schools qualified for company clerk, crane operator, longshoreman, and 
cargo checker. Attached to the Transportation Corps, he departed the 
United States December 17, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where 
he participated in New Guinea and Luzon, P. I., campaigns. Private Mulkey 
received rifle Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, 
Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 8, 1946, and lives in Little Rock. 





KENNETH L. MULKEY 
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Sgt. Mike Hess, son of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Hess 
1913, in Coal Hill, Arkansas. He attended Coal Hill Gra 
afterwards being engaged as a coal miner in Arkansas. Enter 
October 1, 1939, he received basic training at Vancouver Barrac! 
ington, specializing in gases and receiving Expert’s Medals for ri 
matic rifle, pistol, bayonet and machine gun. He served in the 
States for three years with Co. G, 7th Infantry, 3rd Division, depar 
October 22, 1942, for North Africa. Overseas for 11 months, he particip 
in campaigns of French Morocco, Tunis-Bizerte, Sicily and Italy. He y 2 
a member of the famous 3rd Division, whose personnel excelled in re. 
ceiving medals and suffered heavy casualties. He was wounded in Sicily 
and killed in action October 15, 1943, in Italy. Sergeant Hess was awarded 
Unit Citation, Silver Star, Presidential Citation, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, and the Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Edna Hess, and a daughter, Patricia Ann. 


Capt. Floyd C. Cook, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Cook, was born at Nash- 
ville, Illinois, September 7, 1904, moving to Arkansas in November, 1939. 
He received his education by attending Nashville High School, after which 
he was employed as district representative for the Blanton Co. of St. Louis. 
Enlisting in the Infantry September 17, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, and later attended Officer Candidate School 
and Officer Refresher School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying for 
battalion executive and plans and training officer. After serving three 
years and two months attached to I. R. T. C. at Camp Fannin, Texas, he 
received an honorable discharge November 29, 1945, and returned to 


Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Gertrude, and their son. 





Sy ee 


JAMES E. 





HARRISON 





FLOYD C. COOK 


Ist/Sgt. James Edgar Harrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Lewellen 
Harrison, was born at Little Rock, July 17, 1917. He attended Geyer 
Springs and Mabelville Public Schools, after which he was employed by 
the State Highway Department. A member of the National Guard since 
1940, he entered the regular Army (Infantry) December 23, 1940, re- 
ceiving basic training at Camp Robinson. He attended Communication and 
Transportation Service School, qualifying for infantry transportation NCO, 
military police NCO, and first sergeant. Attached to the 153rd Infantry, 
he was sent to the Aleutian Islands January 27, 1942, and to the South 
Pacific area June 24, 1943, participating in Aleutian, Southern Philippine, 
Leyte, Ryukyus, and Okinawa campaigns. Sergeant Harrison received 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon with three Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, American Defense Ribbon, and Bronze 
Arrowhead. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October Za 
1945. He and his wife, Wilma Fern, live in Little Rock with their child. 


Pfc. Carl Edward Hewgley, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Hewgley, was born 
January 13, 1923, at Rose City, North Little Rock. After completing Little 
Rock Public Schools, he was employed as assistant manager of F. W. 
Woolworth Company, Jonesboro, and by the Colonial Baking Co. Entering 
the Army Air Force January 2, 1943, he received basic training at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and later attended Army Air Force School of Supply, 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, and Army Air Force School of Supply at Burton- 
wood, England, specializing in depot supply. After serving almost a year 
in the United States, he departed December 6, 1943, for England, serving 
in that area for over two years. He received carbine Marksman and 
Good Conduct Medals. Returning to the United States February 19, 1946, 
he was honorably discharged February 24, 1946. He lives in Little Rock 
with his wife, Jean. 
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Sgt. Victor J. Locke, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Victor J. Locke, Sr., was 
born at Little Rock, November 23, 1919. He received his “education by 
attending Catholic High School, entering the Coast Artillery and Infantry 
October 7, 1941. Receiving basic training at Camp Callen, San Diego, 
California, he qualified as squad leader, anti-tank. Sergeant Locke also 
qualified as expert with the .03 and M-1 rifles in 1941 and as expert with 
hand grenade and bayonet in 1942. After 13 months’ training in the 
United States, he served in Venezuela and then departed for the European 
Theater of Operations January 8, 1944, where he participated in the Rhine- 
land and Central European campaigns. For meritorious service he received 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon, and American 
Theater Service Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania, October 16, 1945, and returned to Little Rock. 





cree re 


VICTOR J. LOCKE, JR. 


Sgt. Hubert Harold Hale, son of Mrs. Bronnie Crafton Hale and the late 
James Benjamin Hale, was born May 21, 1914, in Heber Springs, Arkansas. 
He graduated from Little Rock High School in June, 1932, and was em- 
ployed by Sterling Stores as store manager at Shelby, Mississippi, and 
assistant manager in Rosedale and Leland, Mississippi. Entering the Air 
Corps January 4, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, and attended Aerial Gunnery School at Laredo Army 
Air Field in Texas; Airplane Mechanics’ School at Keesler Field, Biloxi, 
Mississippi, and B-24 Operational Training Schools at Mountain Home, 
Idaho, and Tonopah, Nevada, qualifying as engineer-gunner on Ba24e. 
Sergeant Hale served in the United States 14 months before departing in 
March, 1944, for Italy. He was reported missing in action April 138, 1944, 
on a mission over Budapest, Hungary, and declared dead April 14, 1945. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, posthumously. In addition to his mother, 
he is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Werling Hale, who lives 


in Little Rock. HUBERT H. HALE 


Capt. Edmund Jack Billingsley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund H. Billings- 
ley, was born at Little Rock, November 10, 1908. He graduated from 
Little Rock High School in June, 1926, and from Washington University, 
St. Louis, in June, 1930, after which he was employed in thesparts depart- 
ment of the International Harvester Co. of Little Rock. Entering the 
Signal Corps June 6, 1942, he received_basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, later attending Signal Corps Officer Candidate School at 
Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, where he specialized as radio officer, general. 
After serving with the Air and Signal Corps in the United States for 11 
months, he departed for Kunming, China, May 10, 1943, and participated 
in Salween River campaign in Western Yunnan Pronvince, China. After 
serving 29 months overseas, Captain Billingsley received the Bronze Star 
Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Bronze Star and was placed on 
inactive duty October 21, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. He lives in Little Rock 
with his wife, Doris. 





¢ 


EDMUND J. BILLINGSLEY 


T/Set. Patrick H. Denton, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Denton, was born at 
Hamburg, Arkansas, July 4, 1906. He attended Hamburg High School, 
after which he was engaged in civil engineering. Entering the Army Corps 
of Engineers September 6, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, specializing as surveyor. After training in the United States, he 
departed April 11, 1944, for the South Pacific and participated in New 
Guinea, Philippines, Leyte, Mindoro, and Mindanao campaigns. For 
meritorious service he was awarded the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars 
and one Bronze Arrowhead, Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. Sergeant Denton received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, 
December 26, 1945, returning to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, 
Gertrude. 





PATRICK H. DENTON 
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Lt. George Marbury Forbes, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Forbes of 151 Blvd. 
North Highland, Macon, Georgia, was born April 22, 1922, in Georgia. He 
received his education in Georgia Public Schools and attended North 
Georgia College where he was in the ROTC. Lieutenant Forbes entered 
the Army Infantry in 1942. His wife is Mary L. Forbes of Little Rock, 
Arkansas. No further details regarding the service record of Lieutenant 
Forbes were furnished. 





GEORGE M. FORBES 


Pyt. Nathan Brook Shaver, son of Mrs. Edna Shaver of Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, was born May 30, 1920, in Little Rock. He attended Little Rock Public 
Schools and Mablevale High School and was later employed in defense 
work. Private Shaver entered the Army Air Corps November 4, 1942, 
and received his basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. No further details 
were furnished regarding the service record of Private Shaver. 





NATHAN B. SHAVER 


Cpl. Baxley E. Ball, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Ball, was born at Bauxite, 
Arkansas, November 30, 1922. He received his education at Scott High 
School, graduating with the class of 1941, after which he was employed 
as a farmer. Entering the Army Air Corps January 2, 1943, he received 
basic training at Atlantic City, New Jersey, and attended Signal Corps 
Replacement Training School at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, specializing 
as telephone switchboard operator. After training in the United States 
for 11 months, he was sent to Europe November 23, 1943, and participated 
in air offensive over Europe, and Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, Central 
Kurope, and Northern France campaigns. He qualified for rifle marks- 
man and received Good Conduct Medal and EAME Service Ribbon with 
one Silver Service Star and one Bronze Service Star. Corporal Ball was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 30, 1945. He and his 
wife, Ethel, live in Scott, Arkansas. 





BAXLEY E. BALL 


Cpl. Conley Doyle Parker, son of William Thomas and Pauline Parker, was 
born May 22, 1924, at Little Rock. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock High School and Mississippi State College. Entering the Field 
Artillery, July 21, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Hulen, Texas, 
qualifying for field lmeman. He departed April 16, 1945, attached to 
590th Field Artillery Battalion, for the European-African-Middle Eastern 
theater, remaining in that area for over four months. He received medal 
for rifle marksmanship and the World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and American Theater and European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbons. Returning to the United States August 31, 1945, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 3, 1946. 
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T/4 Ewell J. Lovell, son of George Clinton and Ina Lovell, was born at 
Belfast, Arkansas, August 27, 1918. He received his education by attending 

~ Benton Public School and Eugene Field Junior High School, West Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, after which he was employed by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. Entering the Medical Corps August 18, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, qualifying for medical technician. 
Attached to 127th General Hospital, he was sent to the European theater 
October 9, 1943, and saw service in Northern France and the Rhineland. 
He was awarded the American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, four Overseas Bars, Victory 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After serving over two years overseas 
he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, December 3, 
1945, returning to Scott where he lives with his wife, Floy. 





EWELL J. LOVELL 


Electrician’s Mate 3/c Richard W. Newby, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Wales Newby, Sr., was born January 27, 1926, in Helena, Arkansas. He 
attended England High School, Little Rock Junior College, University of 
Oklahoma, and Iowa State College. Entering the Navy January 25, 1948, 
he attended Electrical School at Iowa State College. Mate Newby de- 
parted October 15, 1944, for the Philippine Islands, China, and Japan. 
Overseas for a year and a half, he participated in invasions of the Philip- 
pines and Iwo Jima and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, World War II 
Victory Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He was honorably discharged June 1, 
a at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his home in Little Rock, 
rkansas. 





RICHARD W. NEWBY, JR. 


T/4 Ned Payton Ward, son of Earl Wilson and Etta Lucy Ward, was born 
at Quitman, Arkansas, April 5, 1915. He received his education by attend- 
ing Quitman Public Schools, after which he was employed as farmer, 
carpenter, truckdriver, and farm machinery operator. Entering the Army 
Field Artillery December 2, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Howze, Texas, qualifying for auto mechanic. Serving two years with the 
397th Field Artillery, 84th Division, he was sent overseas September 29, 
1944, and participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European 
campaigns. He also served four months with the Army of Occupation. He 
qualified as expert rifleman and for meritorious service overseas received 
the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, EAME Theater 
Ribbon, three Bronze Service Stars and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
Returning to the United States October 20, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, December 29, 1945, returning to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Jewell Lou. 





NED P. WARD 


T/Sgt. James M. Harper, son of Mrs. Eloise Harper and the late 8S. M. 
Harper, was born September 19, 1912, at Little Rock. He graduated from 
Little Rock High School, afterwards being employed as inspector by 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Bureau. Entering the Army Medical Corps 

- April 16, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, and attended 
Sanitary Technician School, qualifying for medical supply sergeant. After 
serving over two years attached to 133rd General Hospital, Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, he was sent to the Southwest Pacific August 4, 1944, where he 
served on New Guinea and Southern Philippine Islands. Sergeant Harper 
contracted an illness in the Philippines and was evacuated to Army and 
Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with two Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star, 
Good Conduct Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 2, 1946, re- 
turning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Dorris. 
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Sgt. Harold Dean Martin, son of William‘ Earl and Ula Martin, was born 
at Hattieville, Arkansas, February 18, 1918. Graduating from Wonder 
View High School in 1938, he entered the Infantry November 30, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Camp Roberts, California. Landing in 
England September 17, 1948, attached to 327th Glider Infantry Regt., 
101st Airborne Division (known as “Screaming Eagle Division’), he was 
one of two Americans serving as Honor Guard of the Colors when the © 
division was inspected in England in May, 1944, by Prime Minister Chur- 

chill and General Eisenhower. He participated in the invasion of Nor- 
mandy at Carentan June 6, 1944, and invasion of Holland and Belgium. 
At Mayvie, Belgium, near Bastogne, Sergeant Martin was wounded in 
action December 20, which resulted in his death December 21, 1944. He 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with Bronze Star, and Oak Leaf Cluster. He is survived by 
his wife, Ila Sue, who lives in Little Rock, and his parents. 





HAROLD D. MARTIN 


T/Sgt. Glenn B. Martin, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Martin, was born at 
Lowell, Arkansas, December 16, 1919. He received his education by 
attending Blytheville, Harrison, and Little Rock High Schools, after which 
he was employed by the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. Enlisting 
in the Armed Forces September 16, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Callen, California, and attended A.A. Fire Control Specialists School, 
Air Forces C. T. D., qualifying for chief mechanic, battalion motor shop. 
After three and a half years’ service attached to 13th Armored Division, 
497th F. A., he departed the United States January 17, 1945, and par- 
ticipated in Southern France, Rhineland, and Central Germany campaigns. 
Sergeant Martin received medals for qualifying as expert with rifle, pistol, 
and 30-50 caliber machine guns and was awarded Pre-Pearl Harbor, Good 
Conduct, European Theater of Operations, and World War II Victory 
Ribbons. Returning to the United States July 23, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Cooke, California, September 21, 1945. He and his 
wife, Ermadean, live in Little Rock with their children. 





GLENN B. MARTIN 


Seaman 1/c Johnnie Lytle Harvey, son of Danial J. and Dollie Naomi 
Harvey, was born at England, Arkansas, June 8, 1919. He received his 
education by attending David O. Dodd School and Mabelvale High School. 
Entering the Navy April 4, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Gunnery School at San Diego. After training 
in the United States, he sailed June 28, 1944, for Australia, India, Egypt, 
France, England, and Panama. After 15 months’ service in the American 
theater, European-African-Middle Eastern, and Asiatic-Pacific theaters, 
he was honorably discharged at Memphis, October 22, 1945. He and his 
wife, Lucille, live in Little Rock with their children. 





JOHNNIE L. HARVEY 


T/4 Clayton Thompson, son of Samuel F. and Emily V. Thompson, was 
born at Kansas City, Missouri, November 2, 1910, moving to Arkansas 
in 1918. He attended Harlow Grade School and short term at Baylor 
High School in Dallas, Texas, after which he was employed as mechanic. 
Entering the Army (Engineer Amphibian), August 1, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, qualifying for marine 
engine mechanic. Attached to Co. B, 543 E. B. & S. R., he departed the 
United States January 5, 1944, for Sydney, Australia, and participated in 
the campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, and Luzon. He 
received Rifle Marksmanship Medal, and was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and three Bronze Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
and American Theater Ribbon. After spending a month with the Army of 
Occupation, he returned to the United States November 23, 1945, re- 
ceiving an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, December 8, 1945. He 
and his wife, Willie, reside at Little Rock. 





CLAYTON THOMPSON 
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l| ert I Lee Lovell, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Lovell of Scott, Arkansas, 
orn May 31, 1920, at Benton, Arkansas. He attended ‘the Paron, 


ary 
~ Arkansas, Schools and was engaged in farming until he enlisted in the 


Regular Army in October, 1939. He served his basic training at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington, and remained in the United States one year before he was 
sent overseas. Corporal Lovell served five years of foreign service with 
the Army, both before and after the war began. He was returned to the 
United States in December, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Ft. 


Lewis, Washington, December 15, 1945. He and his wife, the former 


Lillian Linendoll, now make their home in Montana. 


Pvt. Fred Henry Jones, son of P. C. Jones of Scott, Arkansas, was born 
at Morrilton, Arkansas, March 3, 1908. He was educated in the Morrilton 
schools and was engaged in farming until he entered the military service 


February 22, 1945. He was sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, to serve 


his basic training period and was later assigned to the Medical Corps. 
Private Jones became a medical aid man and served with Infantry units 
during the 11 months that he was in the armed forces. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, January 31, 1946. His wife is 


Mrs. Lois F. Jones. 





FRED H. JONES 


T/Sgt. Earl John Rothermel, son of Mr. and Mrs. George P. Rothermel, 
was born at Little Rock, August 28, 1907. He received his education by 
attending Kramer Public School and North Little Rock High School, after 
which he was employed as secretary to general superintendent, Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Co., Little Rock. Entering the Transportation Corps 
December 28, 1943, he received basic training at Comp Plouche, New 
Orleans, specializing as stenographer. Attached to 9th Traffic Reg. Gp., 
T. C., he was sent to the European Theater of Operations April 6, 1944, 
where he participated in the Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Europe, and 
Northern France campaigns. Sergeant Rothermel received Rifle Marks- 
manship Medal, and was awarded four Bronze Stars and the Good Con- 
duct Medal, after serving 20 months overseas. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, December 1, 1945. He and his wife, Mary 





Ruth, live in Little Rock with their son. 


EARL J. ROTHERMEL 


Cpl. Dee William Sorrels, son of Mr. and Mrs. Asbury Sorrels, was born 
at Atkins, Arkansas, December 29, 1912. He received his education by 
attending Atkins Public Schools, after which he engaged in farming. 


Entering the Army Signal Corps January 14, 1948, he received basic 


training at Atlantic City, New Jersey, later qualifying for duty as a radio 
and radar ground aircraft observer. On January 21, 1944, he was sent 
with his unit, 564th Signal Air Warning Battalion, to England and during 
his 22 months of service there, participated in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European campaigns. He re- 
ceived the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. Corporal Sorrels was honorably discharged from the 


~ service December 6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
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T/4 Thurmon A. Montgomery, son of Herbert H. and Clara 
was born in Van Buren County, September 24, 1921. He rec 
education by attending the public schools at Bee Branch, Arkansas, 
which he was employed as a butcher and grocery store clerk. En 
the Army Engineer Corps, July 20, 1942, he received basic trainin 
Camp Wolters, Texas, specializing as a cook. On October 23, 1942, he 
departed with his unit, the 1122nd Engineer Combat Group, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater and saw extensive service, including the Southern 
Philippines and Ryukyus campaigns. For meritorious service, Sergee ot 
Montgomery was awarded the American Service Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Asiatic-Pacifie 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and was honorably discharged 
October 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Juanita, 
are the parents of two children. . 


Cpl. Joe L. V. Montgomery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Montgomery 
of Little Rock, was born July 29, 1923, at Bee Branch, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at the East Side Junior High School and was 
employed as an aircraft worker until he entered the Army, February 5, 
1943. He had also served with the National Guard in 1940. He completed 
his basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, and became an Infantry mortar 
crewman, serving with the 343rd Infantry, 86th Infantry Division. Corpo- 
ral Montgomery has served in both the European and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theaters of Operation. He took part in the Central Europe campaign, and 
then was sent to the Pacific theater where he served four month with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan. Overseas a total of nine months, he 
holds the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Combat Infantry Badge, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
January 26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Louise, 
have one child. 


JOE L. V. MONTGOMERY 





S/Sgt. Harold D. Wygal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee F. Drake, was born at 
Mulvane, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1940. He received his education 
by attending East High School at Wichita, Kansas, after which he was 
employed as a plasterer. Entering the Army (Infantry), December 23, 
1940, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, qualifying as a mess 
sergeant. On May 12, 1944, he sailed with his unit, Service Co., 137th Inf., 
35th Division, for the European theater and saw service in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European campaigns. 
Among his decorations, Sergeant Wygal received the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to 
the United States September 16, 1945, after serving 16 months overseas, 
he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Sep- 





tember 22, 1945. He is the husband of Lora G. Wyegal. 





HAROLD D. WYGAL 


Pfc. Bonnie Pickett Curell is the daughter of Zelle S. Pickett of 2801 West 

3th Street, Little Rock. Born August 10, 1923, at Kirbyville, Texas, she 
attended Beaumont High School at Beaumont, Texas, and Beaumont 
Business College before she moved to Arkansas in 1942. Private Curell 
entered the military service with the Women’s Army Corps, November 
19, 1944, and received her basic training at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia. She 
became a clerk-typist and served with the 332nd Army Air Force Unit and 
the 1850th Service Command Unit. After one and one-half years in the 
service, during which she won the Good Conduct Medal, the American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, she was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, April 17, 1946. Her husband is 1st/Sgt. Cecil 
C. Curell. 


BONNIE P. CURELL 
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C. P.O. Jack Harvey Hogue, son of Mrs. Georgia Hogue and the late 
W. R. Hogue, was born June 15, 1900, at Benton, Arkansas. He served 
during World War I on the Mexican border with the 18th Infantry, and 
in Europe with the First Division for 26 months, being gassed and wounded 
during nine months of combat. He was employed by the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Company as lineman and wire chief and by the Arkansas 
Power and Light Company prior to entering the 117th Naval Construction 
Battalion June 11, 1943. He received boot training at Williamsburg, 
Virginia, specializing in communications. After serving nine months 
attached to 117th U. S. N. C. B. Hdq. Co., he departed for the Hawaiian 
Islands and participated in the Saipan, Marianas Islands, campaign. After 
serving 18 months overseas, he was honorably discharged at Treasure 
Island, San Francisco, July 9, 1945. He and his wife, Rosa, live in Little 
Rock with their children. 





- JACK H. HOGUE 


Electrician’s Mate 1/c Douglas Edward Hogue, son of Rosa and Jack 
Hogue, of 1400 West Capitol Avenue, Little Rock, was born at Bauxite, 
Arkansas, August 24, 1920. He attended Bauxite High School and was 
engaged in the installation of office communication equipment for the 
Western Electric Co. until entering the U. S. Navy Seabees, October 23, 
1942. Mate Hogue served his basic training at Davisville, Rhode Island, 
and specialized in communications. In February, 1943, he was sent on 
his first tour of overseas duty in the Southwest Pacific. He returned to 
this country in February, 1945, and returned to the Pacific theater in 
June, 1945. Overseas a total of more than 32 months, he took part in the 
Solomon Islands, New Guinea and Admiralty Islands campaigns as well 
as the taking of Okinawa. He was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, January 4, 1946. 





DOUGLAS E. HOGUE 


1st Lt. Thomas J. Marshall, son of Mrs. Lillian Elizabeth Marshall, was 
born June 16, 1917, in Evening Shade, Arkansas. He attended Evening 
Shade High School and Little Rock Junior College, afterwards being 
employed by Shepherd & Co., Insurance Agency, and the Arkansas Ord- 
nance Plant. Entering the Ordnance Department August 22, 1942, he 
received basic training at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, and 
attended Ordnance Officer Candidate School, qualifying as bomb disposal 
officer. Lieutenant Marshall served more than three years in the United 
States and received Certificate of Commendation from the Ordnance 
Department. He is still in the service, attached to Res. and Dev. Service 
Sub-O, Rocket, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and expects to be discharged in June, 
1946. His wife, Zella Marie, lives in Little Rock. 





THOMAS J. MARSHALL 


W. O. (j.g.) John A. Marshall, son of Mrs. Lillian E. Marshall and the 
late John A. Marshall, was born May 28, 1915, in Franklin, Tennessee, 
moving to Arkansas in June, 1927. After graduating from Evening Shade, 
Arkansas, High School, he attended Arkansas Polytechnic College at 
Russellville for one year and was employed by W. B. Worthen Co., Bankers, 
for five years. Entering the Coast Artillery January 6, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, qualifying as military personnel officer. 
He served with the 206th C. A. (A. A.) at Ft. Bliss, at Regional Hospital, 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, and at Brookes Hospital Center, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas. Departing February 27, 1942, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, he served 
in Sitka and Shemya, Alaska, and participated in Aleutian Island cam- 
paigns during his more than two years overseas. He was awarded Ameri- 
can Defense Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star. After being honorably discharged December 3, 1945, at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
Wilma. JOHN A. MARSHALL 





{ 317 ] 


ie, aor ; =. ° “awe - ba 
: “¥ - Me ma) oe 
j as 





The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Air Medal with 12 Clusters, 
Flying Cross. His wife is the former Hazel Bernice Hal 
in the service. 





LEON R. ROBINSON 


Lt. (j. g.) Ray Thomas Hill, son of Emmett Alonzo and Flora Ester Hill, 
was born at Little Rock, March 12, 1924. He received his education by 
attending Garland, West Side Junior High, and Little Rock Senior High 
Schools. Enlisting in the Navy September 4, 1942, he received final training 
at Pensacola, Florida, qualifying for pilot (fighter) and being designated 
as Naval aviator October 1. 1943. Lieutenant Hill departed the United 
States January, 1944, aboard the carrier U.S.S. Princeton, participating in 
invasions and supporting raids on the Palau Islands, New Guinea, Truk 
Atoll, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Iwo Jima, Morotai, Mindanao, Central Philip- 
pines, Luzon, Okinawa, Formosa and Leyte. In the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
October, 1944, the Princeton was sunk, and Lieutenant Hill was rescued 
by a destroyer and returned to the United States. He was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with six Battle 
Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars. He is still in the 


service and will make the Navy his career. RAY T. HILL 


December 11, 1945. He is now serving in Germany. 





HARRY E. AMBROSE 


P. O. 1/e Marvin L. Phillips, son of David M. Phillips and the late Sarah 
Phillips, was born June 26, 1906, in Konxville, Arkansas. He attended 
tobert E. Lee Grade School and Little Rock High School. Entering the 
Navy Seabees November 22, 1942, he received boot training at Camp 
Perry, Virginia, qualifying as carpenter's mate 1/c. After spending 15 
months in the United States with the 67th Naval Construction Battalion, 
he departed February 24, 1944, for the Marianas Islands and remained 
overseas for a year and eight months. He participated in Tinian Island 
and Marianas campaigns and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star and Unit Commendation. After being honorably 
discharged October 24, 1945, at Shoemaker, California, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Amelia. 


MARVIN L. PHILLIPS 
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Ist Lt. Leon Ross Robinson, son of William James and Ruth Arlene & 
inson, was born at Little Rock, November 2, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Robert E. Lee Grammar School, West Side Junior High 
School, and Little Rock Senior High School. A member of the 154th Obser- — 
vation Sqdn., Arkansas National Guard, he entered the’ Regular Army — 
September 16, 1940, receiving basic training at Little 
rated pilot June 22, 1943. Leaving the United States February 27, 1944, 
he participated in the air offensive over Europe; invasion of Normandy; 
battes of Southern and Northern France; battle of the Bulge; and battle 
of the Rhine River. Lieutenant Robinson was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Stars, American Defense Ribbon with one Star, 
and Distinguished 
l. He is remaining 





Pfe. Harry Edward Ambrose, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Phillips, 
was born August 15, 1926, in Detroit, Michigan, moving to Arkansas in 
1926. He attended Little Rock Senior High School. Entering the Army 
Air Forces December 13, 1948, Private Abrose received basic training at 
Amarillo Army Air Field, Texas, and attended Radio Operator-Mechanie 
School and Radio Operator High Speed School, qualifying as radio oper- 
ator, high speed. He served two years in the United States, was honorably 
discharged December 11, 1945, at Langley Field, Virginia, and reenlisted 
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Signalman 3/c Robert Wesley Laster, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thornton B. 
Rowe of 1821 Denison Street, Little Rock, was born September 9, 1925 at 
Little Rock. He attended Little Rock High School and was employed at 
Franke’s Bakery and as a timekeeper on the Alaskan Highway project 
until entering the U. S. Navy February 21, 1944. Sent to Farragut, Idaho, 
for his boot training, he later completed courses at the Signal School at 
Farragut and became a signalman aboard an attack transport. Sent to 
the South Pacific in October, 1944, he served 14 months overseas and took 
part in the Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Great Lakes, Illinois, February 10, 1946. He and his wife, 
the former Alyce Marion Hewett, are the parents of one child. 





ROBERT W. LASTER 


Ist Lt. Arthur E. Holton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Eugene Holton, Sr., 
was born March 29, 1920, at Webb City, Missouri, moving to Arkansas 
in 1920. He attended Peabody Grammar, West Side Junior High, and 
Little Rock Senior High Schools and Draughon’s Business College at 
Little Rock, after which he was assistant manager for F. W. Woolworth 
Co., St. Louis. Entering the Army Air Corps April 1, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and Brooks Field, Texas. He later 
attended schools at Harlengen, Texas; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and 
Calshot, England. He qualified as expert submachine gunner and marksman 
with pistol and carbine. He departed for England June 27, 1944, attached 
to 22nd Tactical Ren. Sqdn. Lieutenant Holton was in action over France, 
Italy, Germany, and Central Europe, and was wounded at Eindhoven, 
Holland, September 17, 1944. He was awarded the Air Medal, Purple 
Heart, and seven Bronze Battle Stars and received an honorable dis- 
charge at Camp Chaffee, October 22, 1945. He and his wife, Margaret Ann, 
live in Little Rock with their daughter. 
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ARTHUR E. HOLTON 


2nd Lt. George V. Baxter, son of Polly Curry and John Wesley Baxter, 
was born at Little Rock, August 30, 1916. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock High School and Little Rock Junior College, after 
which he was employed as auditor for Finance Department, Camp Robin- 
son. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps November 9, 1942, he received 
basic training at Taft, California, and by attending cadet training schools 
qualified for bomber pilot. After serving over a year with the Air Corps 
in the United States, he was sent to the European Theater of Operations 
and after three months overseas was killed in action over Berlin, March 
22,1944. Among other decorations, Lieutenant Baxter was posthumously 
awarded the Air Medal and Oak Leaf Cluster. He is survived by his wife, 
Lorene, and two children. 


GEORGE V. BAXTER 


Ist Lt. Robert E. Baxter, son of Mrs. Polly M. Baxter, was born at 
Little Rock, August 21, 1922. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock High School. Enlisting in the Air Corps April 14, 1942, he 
received preflight training at San Antonio Aviation Cadet Center, and 
other training at Ballinger, San Antonio, Houston and Del Rio, Texas, 
qualifying for pilot B-26, twin-engine plane. Landing in England February 
19, 1944, where he was with the 391st Bomber Group, he flew 71 missions 
over France, Belgium, and Germany. For meritorious service in the 
European Theater of Operations, Lieutenant Baxter received aviation- 
caliber 50 machine gun Marksmanship Medal, three Battle Stars, Air 
Medal with 13 Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, August 4, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, Lyda. 


ROBERT E. BAXTER 
eso) 
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Sgt. John Robert Rigvin, son of FJ ohn Henry Bert Riggin of Little Rock 
Route 1, was born at Madisonville, Kentucky, and moved with his fam ily 
to Arkansas. He attended the Mablevale High School and entered the 
service March 2, 1943. Assigned to the Army Air Forces, he was sent LO 
Miami Beach, Florida, for his basic training and later attended Gunnery 
School at Harlingen, Texas, and Clerical School at Salt Lake City, Utah. 
He served one and one-half years in this country with the 308th Airdrome 
Sqdn., and was sent to the Italian theater in September, 1944. Overseas 13. 
months, he participated in the Rome-Arno, Apennines and Po Valley 
campaigns and served in Corsica. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon 
and the Good Conduct Medal, he was returned to this country and was 
honorably discharged at Morrison Field, West Palm Beach, Florida. He 
was discharged for the purpose of reenlisting for three years in the Air 
Corps. He has chosen Japan as his next overseas assignment. 





JOHN R. RIGGIN 


Pfe. Charles H. Riggin, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. B. Riggin of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, was born October 14, 1919, in Arkansas. He attended public 
schools in Little Rock and entered the United States Army December, 
1944. Private Riggin’s wife, Mary McDonald Riggin, and children, live in 
Little Rock. No further information regarding the service record of 
Private Riggin was furnished. 





CHARLES H. RIGGIN 


Ist Lt. Robert Edwin Haydon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin Roy Haydon, 
was born July 17, 1919, in Perry, Arkansas. He attended Joe T. Robinson 
High School and Little Rock Junior College, afterwards being employed 
by Leird Lumber Company. Entering the Army March 18, 1941, he 
received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Motor School, 
Camp Hood, Texas, and Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying 
as platoon leader and executive officer, company. Lieutenant Haydon 
served in the United States for three and one-half years with the 142nd 
Field Artillery, 12th Tank Destroyer Group; 66th Infantry Division, and 
departed November 15, 1944, for England. Overseas for almost a year, 
he participated in the campaign of Northern France. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 23, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Virginia Rochelle, and their son. 





ROBERT E. HAYDON 


Chief Boatswain’s Mate Paul Wolfe Rucker, son of the late Minnie L. and 
Newton C. Rucker, was born October 6, 1916, in Benton, Arkansas. He 
attended Pulaski County schools, afterwards being engaged in logging, 
truckdriving, and structural iron work. Entering the Navy Seabees July 
5, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, 
and attended Pontoon School at Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island, 
specializing in rigging. He departed July 24, 1944, for Cherbourg, France, 
and remained overseas more than a year, participating in the siege of 
Nantes, France. Attached to the British Second Army, he assisted in the 
crossing of the Rhine and capture of Verdun and Bremen, Germany, being 
awarded three Battle Stars for the European Theater of Operations Rib- 
bon, European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, American Area Ribbon, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
November 12, 1946, at Boston, Massachusetts, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Velda, and their child. PAUL W. RUCKER 
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ie HA | Machinist’s 3 Mate erwin Mallett Huggler, son of iad H. and Ethel 


gler, was born at Russellville, Arkansas, January 15, 1911. He received 


. his education by attending Little Rock Public Schools, after which he was 


employed in road construction. A member of the National Guard since 
May, 1928, he entered the 11th Navy Construction Battalion (Seabees), 
April 30, 1942, receiving boot training at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. 
After serving four months in the United States, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater, landing in Pago Pago, Samoa, August 27, 1942, and served 
in New Caledonia; Auckland, New Zealand; Russell Islands; Admiralty 
Islands, and Subic Bay, Philippines. After three months’ service at Subic 
Bay, he returned to the United States October 18, 1945. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon and was honorably discharged at Memphis, October 29, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock. 





Seaman 1/c Robert Lee Evans, son of George L. and Carrie Belle Evans, 
was born at Brewer, Arkansas, August 25, 1918, and received his educa- 
tion by attending the Hagler and Bayou Meto (Arkansas) public schools. 
Entering the Navy, March 22, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and after completing his training in the United States, 
he was sent to the South Pacific area. During his 15 months of foreign 
service, he saw extensive action, including the Lingayen Gulf, Subic Bay 
and Okinawa campaigns. Among his decorations is the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. After the 
close of the war, he returned to the United States and received an honorable 
discharge at Memphis, December 29, 1945. He and his wife, Anna Laura, 


are the parents of two children. 





ROBERT L. EVANS 


S/Sgt. Earl Tee Blackwell (Samples), son of Mrs. Clara Samples, was born 
in Little Rock, February 21, 1919. Graduating from Little Rock High 
School in May, 1937, he entered the Army (Infantry), November 24, 1942, 
and received his basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, and Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana. On September 20, 1944, he sailed for Scotland, and as a member 
of the 84th (‘Rail Splitters’) Division, 9th Army, participated in the 
fighting in France and Germany. On December 2, 1944, after having 
been overseas two months, this heroic Arkansan was killed in action at 
Suggerath, Germany. Among his decorations were the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Presidential Citation, Expert’s Awards 
(pistol, automatic rifle and 60 mm. mortar), the Life Saving Instructor’s 








EARL T. BLACKWELL 
(SAMPLES) 


Fireman 1/c George Richardson Murphy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Lee 
Murphy, was born at Lake Providence, Louisiana, September 14, 1927, 
moving to Arkansas in December, 1927. He received his education at 
Little Rock High School, after which he was employed as newspaper 
carrier and grocery clerk. Entering the Navy September 28, 1943, he 
received boot training at the Naval Training Station at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and after serving six months in the United States, he went to sea 
in March, 1944. During the ensuing 10 months he served aboard the 
U.S.S. David W. Taylor throughout the wide expanse of the South Pacific, 
seeing action in five major battles. On January 5, 1945, this gallant Arkan- 
sas sailor was killed in action. Among his decorations were the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Order of the Purple 
Heart, awarded posthumously. 


Medal and the Order of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumously). 





GEORGE R. MURPHY 





JAMES W. SHARP 


T/5 Robert L. Sharp, son of Mrs. Robert L. Sharp, was born at Memphis, 
Tennessee, July 27, 1916, later moving to Little Rock. He received his 
education by attending Little Rock Catholic High School and Washington. © 
University, St. Louis, after which he was employed by the Kroger Grocery 
and Baking Company. Enlisting in the Infantry February 12, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, specializing as 
armorer artificer. Attached to Co. H, 153rd Infantry, 1st Bn., he was sent 
to Yakutat, Alaska, August 15, 1941, serving in the Northwest Pacific 
area until returning to the United States March 26, 1944. He sustained a 
slight injury when shipwrecked in Queen Charolette Sound. Among deco- 
rations he received are American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific. 
Service Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, September 13, 1945, and lives in 


Little Rock. 


MARSHALL E. SHARP 


Aviation Chief Metalsmith William Acey Guenther, son of Nell and William 
Guenther, was born April 18, 1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Mitchell Grade School, West Side Junior High School, and Little Rock 
Senior High School, afterwards being employed by Roach Paper Company. 
Entering the Naval Air Corps January 20, 1942, he received boot training 
at San “Diego, California, and attended Metalsmith School at Chicago, 
Illinois, and Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying as aviation metalsmith. He 
departed January 20, 1943, for the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and a half. He participated in campaigns 
of the Solomons, New Georgia, Bougainville, and Bismarck Archipelago, 
being awarded three Stars, 
Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged November 5, 1945, at Shoemaker, California, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Hazel, and their child. 
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Maj. James Warner Share is the’ son of Mrs. Rober 


Rock and Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama. Major Sharp 
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Spruce St., Little Rock. Born at Memphis, Tennessee 
moved to Arkansas in 1932 and attended Catholic Hig 


service November 23, 1940, and completed his basic training at Ft. 

Nebraska. He later attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Ge 
and served five years as a company commander at Infantry trair 
centers. In August, 1945, he was sent to Leyte in the Philippines anc 
remained in that area for six months. Holder of the American Defe ise 
Service Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the Expert’s Medal for the rifle, carbine and 
pistol, he was released from active duty March 13, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Billye, are the parents of three children. 





ROBERT L. SHARP 


Cpl. Marshall E. Sharp, son of Mrs. Robert L. Sharp, 600 North Spruce, 
was born at Memphis, Tennessee, February 20, 1922, and moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1932. He was educated at Catholic High School and 
Draughon’s Business College before entering the Army Air Force, Septem- 
ber 19, 1942. Corporal Sharp was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for his 
basic training and then completed courses at the Mechanic’s School and 
B-29 Electrician’s School. He became a crew chief and served more than 
three years with the Army Air Corps. Holder of the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Fannin, Texas, February 12, 1946. 


American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 





WILLIAM A. GUENTHER 
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M/Sgt. Otis W. Dickson, son of William C. and Alice E. Dickson, was born 
at Waldo, Arkansas, November 21, 1911. He received his education by 
attending Waldo High School and A. & M. College at Monticello, entering 
the Armed Forces January 19, 1933, while still a student. He received basic 
training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, and later attended Cook’s, Mess Sergeant, 
Butcher,. Baker and Dehydrated Food Schools, specializing as instructor 
in.cooking and mess management. Qualifying as expert gunner and marks- 
man with pistol, he served with the Field Artillery, Quartermaster, and 
Air, Corps. Departing from the United States December 31, 1943, he served 
an two campaign | areas of the South Pacific. Receiving the Bronze Star 
“Medal ‘for meritorious service, he was. honorably discharged November 
9, 1945, but reenlisted at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, as master lee i 
He and his wife, Lucille, are the parents of two children. ~ 





OTIS W. DICKSON ; ed 


Capt. C. Lewis Hyatt is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fee Hyatt of Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, where he was born May 29, 1915. He attended Monticello 
High School and completed his education at the University of Arkansas 
Medical School. Captain Hyatt was practicing medicine until entering the 
military service with the Arkansas National Guard, December 23, 1940. 
Completing his military training at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, he 
was sent to the Aleutian Islands with the 153rd Infantry as a general duty 
medical officer and served there for two years. Returning to this country, 
he was sent to the European theater and served throughout the Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns as a member of the 76th Infantry 
Division. Overseas a total of 34 months, he is the holder of the Bronze 
Star Medal. Captain Hyatt was placed on inactive duty at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, January 21, 1946. He and his wife, Wanda, have a 
daughter. 





C. LEWIS HYATT 


S/Sgt. Garland Edward Combs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Parvin Edgar Combs, 
was born at Judsonia, Arkansas, June 14, 1916. He received his education 
by attending the public schools of Little Rock, and November 14, 1937, 
enlisted in the Second Cavalry, receiving basic training at Ft. Riley, Kan- 
sas, and later attended Chemical Warfare School. After a period of service 
with this Cavalry, Sergeant Combs transferred to the 9th Armored Di- 
vision and departed August 20, 1944, for the European theater, where he 
participated in the Rhineland, Ardennes and Central European campaigns, 
and served four months with the Army of Occupation. He received the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, the Bronze 
Star, the Presidential Unit Citation and awards for proficiency in the use 
of pistol, machine guns, 76 mm. gun, and rifle. He was honorably dis- 
charged from the service at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 15, 
1945. He and his wife, Olga, have one child. 





GARLAND E. COMBS 


Maj. James P. Jernigan, son of Julia Herrn and George Claud Jernigan, 
Sr., was born March 31, 1914, in Rector, Arkansas. He attended Grammar 
and High School at Rector; Jonesboro Baptist Junior College; Ouachita 
College, and University of Arkansas School of Medicine for four years, 
afterwards being engaged as instructor at University Hospital, Arkansas 
School of Medicine. A member of the R.O.T.C. at Ouachita College, he 
entered the Army Medical Corps December 16, 1941, as medical officer, 
general. Departing February 23, 1942, for Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, 
Major Jernigan served overseas for almost four years at Guadalcanal, 
Solomon Islands, New Georgia Island, Philippine Islands, and Nagoya 
and Honshu, Japan, spending six weeks with the Army of Occupation. He 
was awarded the’ Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, and Army Commendation 
Ribbon. Placed on terminal leave from December 6, 1945, to April 5, 1946, 
he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Virginia. 





JAMES P. JERNIGAN 
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C.W.O. James M. Chastain, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Lewis, was 
born at Little Rock, December 6, 1918. He received his education by at 

tending Little Rock Senior High School, and was a member of the Na- 
tional Guard from April 28, 1937 until September 2, 1937, receiving dis- 
charge to enlist in Army Air Forces, September 8, 1937. He received 
basic training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, later attending Lowry Field 
Air Corps Training School, where he specialized as photographic officer. 
Serving seven years attached to 36th Photo. Recon. Sqdn., he departed 
from the United States November 19, 1944, for the Southwest Pacific 
area and participated in New Guinea, Southern Philippines and Luzon 
campaigns and the air offensive over Japan and the Western Pacific. After 
spending 30 days with the Army of Occupation, he returned to the United 
States November 5, 1945. He was awarded the Philippine Liberation — 
Ribbon and remains in service as chief warrant officer. é 


JAMES M. CHASTAIN, JR. 


Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Clifton R. Nesbitt, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Gis 
Nesbitt, Sr., was born at Humphrey, Arkansas, September 4, 1924. He 
received his education by attending Little Rock High School. He enlisted 
in the Navy December 10, 1941, receiving boot training at San Diego. 
Being assigned to the U.S.S. Maryland, he departed from the United States 
January 11, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He saw service in the 
Gilberts, Marshalls, Mariannas, Palau, Philippines, and Okinawa invasions, 
as well as the Battle of the Philippine Sea. Returning to the United States 
September 30, 1945, he received an honorable discharge at Memphis, 
Tennessee, October 8, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 








CLIFTON R. NESBITT, JR. 


T/Sgt. Douglas Edward Eagle, son of Mrs. Marcile Apger and James 
Bryan Eagle (deceased), was born at Little Rock, March 17, 1919. He 
received his education by attending Centennial and Rightsell Grammar, 
West Side Junior High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools, after which 
he was employed as multiplex operator for the Western Union Company. 
Entering the Army Air Corps November 21, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Atlantic City, New Jersey, later attending Clerical School at Ft. 
Logan, Colorado, where he qualified for chief clerk, administrative NCO, 
and carbine sharpshooter. After training in the United States almost two 
years, he was sent to the China-Burma-India theater, attached to 425th 
Base Hdqrs. and Air Base Sqdn., November 10, 1944. He saw service in the 
India-Burma and Central Burma campaigns, returning to the United States 
January 1, 1946. Among other decorations received was the Good Conduct 
Medal. Sergeant. Eagle received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, January 7, 1945. He and his wife, Mildred, live in Little Rock with 


DGCUGLAS E. EAGLE their son. 


Ist Lt. Raymond Carl Medlock, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben F. Medlock, was 
born at Little Rock, July 18, 1914. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock High School and University of Mississippi, after which he 
was employed by E. I. duPont, Millington, Tennessee. Enlisting in the 
Marine Corps, March 18, 1943, he received boot training at Quantico, 
Virginia. After serving as training officer at Parris Island, South Caro- 
lina, he departed from the United States August 14, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater. Attached to Eighth Marines, 2nd Division, he participated 
in action of the Mariannas Islands and invasion of Okinawa. Among other 
acknowledgments of active service he received Battle Star for Okinawa. 
Lieutenant Medlock returned to the United States September 11, 1945. He 
and his wife, Alda, live in Little Rock with their children. 
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Seaman George J. Vining, Jr., son of Mrs. Leaila Vining, was born Au- 
gust 8, 1926, at Paducah, Kentucky, moving to Arkansas in 1938. He 
attended Houston, Texas, and Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Elementary Schools 
and Little Rock Junior and Senior High Schools, graduating in June, 1944. 
Entering the Navy August 7, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as quartermaster. Serving aboard the U.S.S. Wake 
Island (carrier), he participated in action off Luzon, Iwo Jima, and 
Okinawa. The vessel was hit off Okinawa by a Japanese Kamikaze plane 
and was credited with shooting down 16 enemy planes. He received the 
Philippine Liberation, American Theater, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons, 
Presidential Unit Citation, Victory Ribbon, and three Battle Stars. He 
was honorably discharged March 2, 1946. 





GEORGE J. VINING, JR. 


Pfe. Lawrence H. Brown, son of C. A. Brown, Sr., and Martha E. Brown 
of Fayetteville, was born February 18, 1912, at Dyer, Arkansas. Upon 
completion of his education at Fayetteville High School and University 
of Arkansas, he was employed at the Arkansas Ordnance Plant until 
entering military service April 13, 1944. Sent to Camp Hood, Texas, for 
his tank destroyer basic training, he arrived in Europe in October, 1944, 
and became a member of Battery A, 142nd Field Artillery Bn. Overseas 
more than 15 months, he took part in the Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and served eight months with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged February 3, 
1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Etha Lula George, 
have two children, Goldia and Mary Louise. 









LAWRENCE H. BROWN 


S/Set. Raymond B. Rolf, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Rolf, was born in 
Little Rock, March 31, 1923, received his education in the Little Rock 
schools, after which he was employed as a baseball player. Entering the 
Corps of Engineers, February 10, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, and after completing his training in the United 
States, sailed for Australia with his unit, July 6, 1943, participating in 
the Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Southern Philippines and Northern 
Philippines campaigns and served two months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion in Japan. Among his decorations, Sergeant Rolf received the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, the 
Good Conduct Medal and Bronze Star. He was honorably discharged from 
the service November 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





RAYMOND B. ROLF 


Lt. John Henry Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. William F. Miller, was born 
June 29, 1914, at Little Rock, and concluded his education at Little Rock 
High School, Baylor University and University of Arkansas Medical 
College. He entered the Medical Corps July 14, 1943, and received basic 
training at Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Attached to 37th 
Field Hospital, 6th Infantry Division, he left the United States, February 
22, 1944, for the South Pacific Theater, where he participated in the 
campaigns of New Guinea, Maffin Bay and Battle of Wadke. After serving 
eight months overseas he received an honorable discharge January 17, 
1945, and now resides at Camden, with his wife, Mary Jane and their child. 





JOHN H. MILLER 
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S/Set. Virgil Hugh Martin, son of Mr. and Mrs. William T. Martin, was 
born at Eagle Mills, Arkansas, April 5, 1912. He received his education in 
the Eagle Mills Public Schools. Entering the Army Air Corps, July 28, 1942, 
he received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, and by attending 
Gunnery and Armament Schools qualified as gunner (aerial). After 
serving two years attached to 46th Bomber Group, he departed from the © 
United States May 13, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he 
served in New Guinea, Papau, and Bismarck Archipelago campaigns. 
Sergeant Martin qualified as sharpshooter with the carbine, pistol, and 
machine gun, and for meritorious service was awarded the Air Medal, 
Presidential Unit Citation, three Campaign Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. After serving 16 months overseas, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Beale, California, October 14, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock with his wife, Sara Lou. 






VIRGIL H. MARTIN 


M/Set. Frank Herman Wenzel, Jr., is the son of Evelyn S. Wenzel, 801 
Battery Street, Little Rock. Born at Ferda, Arkansas, May 26, 1920, he 
is a graduate of Pine Bluff High School and attended Henderson State 
Teachers’ College. He entered the military service June 6, 1941, and served 
his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. Assigned to the Air 
Corps, he attended the Mechanic’s School at Chanute Field, Illinois, and 
served with the 15th Troop Carrier Squadron. In May, 1943, he was sent 
to Africa and remained overseas 29 months. Sergeant Wenzel saw action 
in the Sicily, Southern Italy, Rome-Arno, Normandy, Central Europe and 
Southern France campaigns, and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters. He was honorably discharged at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, October 22, 1945. His wife is the former Ann Hamilton. 





FRANK H. WENZEL, JR. 


Ist Lt. Ralph Milton Wenzel, Sr., son of Evelyn Stafford and Frank H. 
Wenzel, Sr., was born July 22, 1918, in Ferda, Arkansas. He attended 
Pine Bluff High School and Tulane University, afterwards being engaged 
as football coach at Greenville, Mississippi, and as a professional football 
player in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Entering the Marine Corps December 
17, 1942, he received boot training at Quantico, Virginia, and attended 
Officer Candidate School, R. O. C., and Field Artillery School at Quantico, 
and Pre-radar School at Harvard University, qualifying as field artillery 
line officer, pistol expert, and sharpshooter with machine gun and 60 mm. 
mortar. Lieutenant Wenzel served in the United States for a year with 
the 19th O. C. S., 22nd R. O. C., 26th Field Artillery, and departed Decem- 
ber 10, 19438, for Noumea, New Caledonia. Overseas for almost two years, 
he participated in campaigns of New Guinea, New Britain (Cape Glou- 
cester), Peleliu (Palau group), and Okinawa. He spent a month with the 
occupational forces in Tientsin, China, and was honorably discharged 


ee March 2, 1946, at Newport, Arkansas. He lives in Little Rock. 
RALPH M. WENZEL, SR. f 


2nd Lt. Robert Alan Wenzel, son of Evelyn S. Wenzel, was born at Tucker, 
Arkansas, November 16, 1921. He attended Pine Bluff High School, 
Monticello A. & M. College and the University of Arkansas before entering 
the Army Air Corps, August 1, 1942, as an aviation cadet. He completed 
his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and then attended pilot’s 
schools. He was commissioned as a pilot of single-engine planes and has 
served three years with the Army Air Corps. After service with the 
Eastern Flying Training Command, he was released from active service, 
October 23, 1945, at Maxwell Field, Alabama. 





ROBERT A. WENZEL 











oo _ .. bomen little! Rock. 
WILLIAM C. WARE, JR. 


T/5 Charles H. Treadway is the son of Henry and Ollie Treadway of 1008 
Kavanaugh Boulevard, Little Rock. Born in Little Rock May 29, 1922, 
he was graduated from Little Rock High School and was employed as a 
shipping clerk by the Fones Bros. Hardware Co. until entering the Army 
November 18, 1942 at Shreveport, Louisiana. He was assigned to the 
military police and completed his basic training period at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas. In March, 1943, he was sent to the European theater and saw 
action in the Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno campaigns in Italy. After the 
end of the war in Europe he was transferred to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater. Overseas a total of 33 months, he was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Marksmanship Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 15, 1945. 
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T/4 William C. Ware, Jr., son of Elsie J. and William C. Ware, Sr., was 
born August 9, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Senior High School and Junior College. Entering the Corps of Military 
Police, Infantry, Adjutant General’s Department, March 21, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Custer, Michigan; Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and Camp Swift, Texas, and attended Clerks’ School, qualifying as clerk- 
typist and rifle marksman. He served in the United States for a year with 
the 515th Military Police Bn., and departed March 7, 1945, to Tacloban, 
Leyte. Overseas for more than a year, he participated in Luzon and 
Southern Philippine campaigns and spent three months with the Army of 
Occupation. He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Certificate for Efficient Service in Adjutant 
General’s Office, and Army of Occupation Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged May 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his 





CHARLES H. TREADWAY 





JOE G. McNEIL 


Cpl. Joe G. McNeil, son of Stephen Joe and Albertine McNeil, was born at 
Little Rock, November 24, 1914. He received his education by attending 
St. Edward’s Parochial School, Little Rock, and Subiaco Academy and 
Subiaco College, Subiaco, Arkansas, after which he was employed as 
audit clerk for the Farm Security Administration and assistant cashier for 
the Southern Cotton Oil Co. Entering the Army Ordnance Department 
April 7, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and 
later attended Cooks and Bakers School, qualifying for administrative 
NCO. Attached to 128th Ord. MS&E Regt., he departed for North Africa 
March 5, 1948, participating in Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. 
He qualified as rifle sharpshooter, and for meritorious service received 
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Corporal McNeil was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, December 6, 1945, and returned to Little 


Rock. 


Ist/Sgt. Charles George McNeil is the son of Stephen J. and Albertine 
Hart McNeil of Little Rock, where he was born December 19, 1921. He 
attended St. Edward’s Parochial School at Little Rock and Subiaco Acad- 
emy at Subiaco, Arkansas, and was employed as an apprentice electrician 
until entering the Army August 11, 1942. After training at Camp Van 
Dorn, Mississippi, he served two years in this country with the 144th 
Infantry and in October, 1944, was sent to the Panama Canal Zone. 
Sergeant McNeil served 14 months overseas and was awarded the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 5, 1946. 
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Pyt. David Martin Russell, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Martin Russell, was 
born at Republic, Missouri, May 17, 1926, moving to Arkansas in 1939. He 
received his education by attending Republic Grade School, Pulaski Heights 
Junior High School, Little Rock High School, and Little Rock Junior Col- 
lege. Entering the Army Air Corps November 17, 1944, he received basic 
training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, qualifying as supply clerk. For his 
proficiency in the use of the carbine, he received an expert Rifleman’s 
Medal in December, 1944. Serving one year in the Army Air Corps, he 
received World War II Victory Medal and was honorably discharged 
October 30, 1945, at Lowry Field, Colorado. He lives in Little Rock. 
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DAVID M. RUSSELL 





Fireman 1/c Estel Melvin Lusk, son of Lona M. and Elijah M. Lusk, was 
born July 4, 1921, in Vilonia, Arkansas. He attended Vilonia School and 
Jacksonville, Arkansas, High School. Entering the Merchant Marine in 
January, 1943, he received boot training at Catalina Island, California. 
Fireman Lusk spent 33 months in the Pacific Theater of Operations and 
four months in the Atlantic. After being honorably discharged March 15, 
1946, in Pennsylvania, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Evelyn, and their child. 





ESTEL M. LUSK 


Pfc. Guy Elwood Ussery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ebbie Threstal Ussery, was 
born November 30, 1920, in Mt. Vernon, Arkansas. He attended Mt. 
Vernon High School, afterwards being employed by International Har- 
vester Company. Entering the Army September 11, 1944, he received 
basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas. Attached to the Cavalry, Private 
Ussery departed March 16, 1945, for Leyte, Luzon, and Tokyo. Overseas 
more than a year, he participated in two battles in Leyte and Luzon and 
campaigns of the Asiatic-Pacific, spending seven months with the Army 
of Occupation in Tokyo. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Infantry- 
man’s Combat Badge, and two Battle Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Esther Mae, and their child. 





GUY E. USSERY 


2nd Lt. Robert J. Pierce, son of Mrs. Corinne Mary Pierce of 2321 Summit 
Street, Little Rock, was born at Dardanelle, Arkansas, January 15, 1921. 
He completed his education at Dardanelle High School and enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps July 19, 1940. Lieutenant Pierce served his basic training 
at Randolph Field, Texas, and held the grade of technical sergeant until 
he was selected to receive flight training, September 19, 1943. Upon the 


completion of his flight training he was commissioned as a pilot in the 
Army Air Force. He is a veteran of more than five years of military 
service and has elected to remain in the Regular Army Air Corps. 





ROBERT J. PIERCE 
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ALBERT R. SNOW, JR. 


Fireman 2/c Don Victor Leatherman, Jr., son of Eva Pearl and Don Victor 
Leatherman, Sr., was born August 18, 1927, in Dumas, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Little Rock High School. Entering 
the Navy August 3, 1945, he received boot training at San Diego, Califor- 
nia, qualifying as electrician. Departing from the United States December 
2, 1945 for Japan, Fireman Leatherman remained overseas for three 
months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded American Theater 
Campaign Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
He is still in service. His home is in Little Rock. 


Lieutenant Leatherman departed August 2 


FRENCH E. LEATHERMAN 


Pfc. Luther Edmon Langford, son of the late Rosie L. and Eddie W. Lang- 
ford, was born April 9, 1913, in Butlerville, Arkansas. He attended Badgett 
High School, afterwards being employed as assistant manager of Cash 
Wholesale Co. Entering the 10th Armored Infantry April 11, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and received an 
electrical automotive specialist’s course. He qualified as rifleman, mortar- 
man, machine gunner, and marksman with anti-tank gun, bazooka, and 
B.A.R. rifle and received Sharpshooter’s Medal. Attached to LR.T.C., he 
served for five months in the United States before departing September 
17, 1944, for Germany. Overseas for six months, he participated In cam- 
paigns of Germany, Belgium, the Bulge, France, Ruhr River, and Rhine- 
land, being wounded in action, and was awarded Combat Infantry Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart Medal, European Theater Ribbon, one 
Overseas Bar, and four Bronze Stars. After being honorably discharged 
October 19, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Avie Cleo, and their child. 
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Ist Lt. French Ellis Leatherman, son of Eva Pear 
man, was born November 16, 1922, in Star City, Arkansas. 
Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, and Hendrix College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps September, 1942, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Primary, 
Flying Schools, qualifying as twin-engine pilot 
March 12, 1944. After serving for one and a half years in the Uni 
3, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a year and eight months, 
participating in campaigns of Southern France, 
Europe, Rhineland, and Rome-Arno. He spent 10 months with the Army of 
Occupation and was awarded the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon 
with five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Campaign 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honor 
1946, at Jefferson Barracks, he returned to Little Rock. 


T/Sgt. Albert Roy Snow, Jr., son of Lula M. and Albert Roy Snow, Sr. 
was born November 7, 1924, in Carlisle, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Carlisle Senior High School and attended Draughon’s School of Business, 
afterwards being employed by Crow-Burlingame Company in Little Rock. 
Entering the Army March 11, 1948, he received basic training at Ft. 
Lawton, Seattle, Washington, and served in the United States for six 
months with Port Battalion. Departing September 23, 1943, for North 
Africa and India, he remained overseas more than two and a half years, 
serving with Transportation, Receiving and Reconsignment Branch, in 
New Delhi, India, and Headquarters Co., Base Section, Caleutta, India. He 
is still in service. His home is in Carlisle, Arkansas. 





DON V. LEATHERMAN, JR. 
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Seaman 1/c Leonard Neil Shelton, son of J. B. and Cora Emily Shelton 
of Scott, Arkansas, was born at Benton, Arkansas, December 20, 1923. 
He was educated at Marianna, Arkansas, High School, and entered the 
Navy January 18, 1943. Seaman Shelton served his boot training at San © 
Diego, California, and attended the Armed Guard School at San Diego. 
He served three tours of foreign service and was a member of the Armed 
Guard aboard the S.S. Clarence Darrow, the S.S. J. Maurice Thompson 
and the 8.S. Sea Sturgeon. His unit guarded these merchant ships as they 
carried supplies and troops to our far-flung bases‘and battlefronts in the 
Pacific. Overseas a total of more than two years, he holds the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Shoemaker, California, January 27, 1946. 





LEONARD N. SHELTON 


Pfc. Coy E. Camp, son of Ida Lillian and William F. Camp, was born in 
Sheridan, Arkansas. He attended Sherrill School, afterwards being engaged 
as a farmer and carpenter. Entering the Army, Co. E, 275th Infantry, 
70th Division, June 10, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, qualifying in basic engineering and as automatic rifleman, guard, 
and patrolman. He served for more than two years in the United States 
before departing December 6, 1944, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, remaining overseas for a year and a month. Private Camp par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Central Europe and Rhineland, spending five 
months with the Army of Occupation, and was awarded two Bronze Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Victory Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, Occupation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal with Cluster, 
American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, and two Overseas Bars. After being honorably discharged 
January 30, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Sherrill. 





COY E. CAMP 


Sgt. Ivan Chester Bearden, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Eli Bearden, was 
born May 27, 1920, in Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Scott High School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the Marine Corps Novem- 
pty id ber 6, 1940, he received boot training at San Diego, California. After only 
ttm two months in the states, he departed in January, 1941, for Guam. Sergeant 
Bearden was captured on Guam December 10, 1941, and remained in 
Japanese prison camps until the end of the war. Returning to the United 
States in September, 1945, he is now hospitalized at the U. S. Naval Hos- 
pital in Simpson, New York. His home is in North Little Rock. 








IVAN C. BEARDEN 


C.W.O. Clarence Edward Kimbrell, Sr., son of Richard Sherman and Leora 
Kimbrell, was born February 6, 1909, at Hammonsville, White County, 
Arkansas. He concluded his education by attending Scott High School. 
Enlisting in the Navy November 4, 1929, he received boot training at 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, and attended Packard Engine College, Detroit, 
and Diesel School of Engineering in Connecticut to qualify as a machinist. 
He was at Pearl Harbor when the Japanese attacked December 7, 1941, 
and later served on PT craft until May, 1942, when he returned to the 
United States. He was again sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in October, 
1942. There he served 17 months before transfer to the Philippine Islands. 
Reenlisting in the Navy he plans to retire in November, 1949, after 20 
years’ service. He and his wife, Pearl, are the parents of a son. 





o ~~ 
CLARENCE E. KIMBRELL, SR. 


[ 330 ] 






with his wife, Era Mae, and their child. 


LOMAN W. KELLEY 


Pfc. Dalton L. Northern, son of John William and Mary B. Northern of 
- Benton, Arkansas, was born at Bauxite, Arkansas, August 29, 1923. He 
was educated at Bauxite High School and entered the Army Air Force, 
October 19, 1942. He received his basic training at the Waco Army Air 
Field, Waco, Texas, and then attended the Flexible Gunnery School. A 
veteran of three years and four months of service, he was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
Private Northern was honorably discharged at Denver, Colorado, January 
29, 1946. His wife is Geraldine Northern. 


B. Northern of Benton, Arkansas, was born a 


California, April 15, 1946. 
WINFRED A. NORTHERN 


Seaman 2/c John Curtis Whitley, son of Mrs. Ella Whitley, was born at 
Haskell, Arkansas, January 10, 1916. He received his education by attend- 
ing Little Rock High School and was employed as chain grocery store 
manager, F.B.I. fingerprint classified, and bookkeeper. Entering the Navy 
January 19, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, later 
attending Yeoman’s School. After serving in the Navy nine months, 
Seaman Whitley received an honorable discharge at San Diego, California, 
October 27, 1944. He and his wife, Kathryn, live in Benton with their 


children. 
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Seaman 1/c Loman Wright Kelley, son of Mr. and Mrs. James M. Kelley, 
was born July 10, 1910, in Saline County, Arkansas. He attended Fairview 
School, afterwards being engaged as salesman for the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company in Little Rock. Entering the Navy April 10, 1944, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Amphibious Training 
School. Seaman Kelley departed October 26, 1944, for the Philippine 
Islands and remained overseas for a year, participating in the invasions 
of Luzon and Okinawa. After being honorably discharged December 9, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 





DALTON L. NORTHERN 


Machinist’s Mate 3/c Winfred A. Northern, son of John William and Mary 
t Bauxite, Arkansas, Septem- 
ber 26, 1925. He attended Bauxite High School and entered service with 
the Navy Seabees, October 23, 1943. He received his boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, and then attended Heavy Equipment and Demolition 
Schools. In June, 1944, he was sent to Guam with a Seabee demolition 
unit and served 18 months in the Pacific theater. Mate Northern was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon and was honorably discharged at San Pedro, 





JOHN C. WHITLEY 
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Combat Cargo Sqdn., 1st Combat Group. Major Ingram was reported — 
missing in action over Burma November 8, 1944. His promotion to major — 
became effective December 1, 1944, after he was reported missing in 
action. His wife, Mrs. Wanda Gibson Ingram, lives at Fayetteville. 
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LEWIS P. INGRAM 


Sonarman 1/e Walter O. Fleming, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter O. 
Fleming of 1811 Schiller Avenue, Little Rock. Born at Little Rock, Oc- 
tober 13, 1925, he attended Little Rock High School and Little Rock 
Junior College before enlisting in the Navy January 27, 1943. He received 
his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and then was sent to the Fleet 
Sound School at Key West, Florida. In May, 1944, he arrived in the South 
Pacific theater and took part in the invasions of Leyte, Luzon, and 
Okinawa as well as the Second Battle of the Philippine Sea. Overseas 19 
months, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, the American 
Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
March 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 









WALTER O. FLEMING, JR. 


Lt. Calvin Comins Dorough is the son of John Montgomery and Addie 
Bliss Dorough of 1212 High Street, Little Rock. Born at Little Rock, 
October 3, 1910, he attended Little Rock High School, San Bernardino 
Junior College at San Bernardino, California, and completed his education 
at the University of California. He was employed as an engineer by the 
Spreckels Sugar Company until entering the Navy July 25, 1944. Lieuten- 
ant Dorough served his indoctrination period at Princeton, New Jersey, 
and then became a Navy engineer. He served almost two years in the 
Navy and was released from active service April 2, 1946, at Seattle 
Washington. He and his wife, Wilhelmina, have one child. 





CALVIN C. DOROUGH 


Sgt. Bobbie A. Rapier, son of Mr. and Mrs. C.'F. Rapier, was born De- 
cember 25, 1920, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Schools, afterwards being engaged as salesman for the Dr. Pepper Bottling 
Co. Entering the Marines, 1st Division, June 5, 1942, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, qualifying as rifleman. Sergeant Rapier 
departed May 9, 1943, for Melbourne, Australia, and remained overseas 
for two and a half years. He participated in campaigns of New Guinea, 
Peleliu, and Okinawa and was awarded Presidential Citation, Presidential 
Unit Citation, and three Bronze Service Stars. After being honorably 
discharged June 4, 1946, at Barstow, California, he returned to Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mary Eva, and their child. 
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Capt. Claude Frederick Peters, Jr., son of Jessie Isabel and Claude Fred- 
erick Peters, Sr., was born at Wright City, Oklahoma, April 6, 1916, moving 
to Arkansas in 1918. He received his education at Benton High School, 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, and University of Arkansas School of 
Medicine. He enlisted in the Army Medical Corps November 18, 1941. 
Receiving basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, he later attended Medical 
Field Service School, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, qualifying as medical 
officer-internist. He served in the United States attached to 217 General 
Hospital and Ashburn General Hospital and departed May 26, 1942, for 
the Southwest Pacific, China-Burma-Indian and Central Pacific theaters, 
participating in Central Pacific campaigns. After serving 34 months 
overseas, he was honorably discharged January 16, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
retiring to inactive status. He and his wife, Altha Elizabeth, live in Little 
Rock with their children. 





CLAUDE F. PETERS, JR. 


Ist Lt. Harvey T. Brown, son of Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Brown, was born 
January 24, 1921, in Harrison, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock Senior 
High School and Little Rock Junior College. Entering the Army Air Force 
April 14, 1942, he received basic training at Clearwater, Florida; preflight, 
Maxwell Field, Alabama; primary, Lodwick School of Aviation, Lakeland, 
Florida; basic flight, Bush Field, Augusta, Georgia; advanced, Turner 
Field, Albany, Georgia; and overseas training at Columbia, South Carolina, 
and Drew Field, Tampa, Florida. He was commissioned August 30, 1943, 
as pilot and was promoted to first lieutenant in July, 1944, while serving 
with the 94th Bomber Group, 8th Air Force (a B-17 group). Departing 
March 30, 1944, for England, Lieutenant Brown remained overseas for 
six months and participated in the air offensive over Germany. He was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Oak Leaf 
Clusters, European Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, 
and Presidential Unit Citation. He is still in the service, stationed at Love 
Field, Dallas, Texas, with the 5th Ferrying Group of the A.T.C. 





HARVEY T. BROWN 


Signalman 3/c Harold Adams Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil M. 
Walker, was born January 17, 1924, in Bengin, Arkansas. He attended 
Glenwood High School and Little Rock High School. Entering the Navy 
September 7, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
was attached to Amphibious Forces. He departed December 22, 1943, for 
the Marshall Islands and the Pacific theater and remained overseas for 
two and a half years, participating in campaigns of the Marshalls, Mari- 
anas, Western Caroline Islands, Leyte, Luzon, Okinawa, and Gunto. He 
took part in major D-Day landings at Saipan, Palau, Leyte, and Okinawa. 
His craft was strafed at Saipan and attacked by Japanese suicide planes 
in Lingayen Gulf and by human torpedoes. Remaining on Okinawa for 71 
days, he experienced five serious typhoons. Signalman Walker was awarded 
Victory Medal, American Area Campaign Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Ribbon with one Silver Star and one Bronze Star, and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged March 19, 
HAROLD A. WALKER 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his home in Arkadelphia. 





T/Sgt. Eugene Ethridge, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie David Ethridge, was 
born March 24, 1914, in Wooster, Arkansas. He attended Conway, Arkan- 
sas, High School, afterwards being employed by Faulkner Grocery Co. of 
Little Rock and Meyer Bros. Drug Co. Entering the Air Corps November 3, 
1948, he received basic training at Waco, Texas, and attended Las Vegas 
Gunnery School and Amarillo Airplane Mechanics’ School, qualifying 
as aerial engineer-gunner. After serving in the United States with the 
8th Service Command and 2nd Air Force, Sergeant Ethridge departed 
February 6, 1944, for England. Overseas eight months with the Sth Air 
Force and assigned to B-17 bombers, he completed 33 aerial combat 
missions over enemy-occupied Europe and was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters, and Distinguished Flying Cross. After being honor- 
ably discharged September 29, 1945, at Amarillo, Texas, he returned to 
Park Hill, North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Madaline. 
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Lieutenant Horton made 117 combat missions 





1945. 


EUGENE P. HORTON 


S/Sgt. Curtis R. Barham, son of Mrs. Claude Sharpe, was born at Star 
City, Arkansas, June 11, 1920. He received his education by attending 
Arkansas Polytechnic College and University of Arkansas. He enlisted 
in the National Guard August 3, 1938, and entered the Army January 6, 
1941. Attached to Coast Artillery, Anti-aircraft, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Bliss, Texas, later attending C. A. Radio and Photo Interpreters 
School and qualifying in radar maintenance. After serving in the United 
States with the 206th C. A., he departed December 18, 1941, for Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska. Sergeant Barham spent over two years overseas and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, June 11, 1945. He lives in 
Little Rock. 


entered the Regular Army January 6, 1941. 


cializing as meteorological observer, instrumen 
strument repairman. Departing August ala, 
Ordnance Maintenance Co., for Dutch Harbor, 


Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, 
Ribbon and one Bronze Star, American Theater 





nppea arn Chaffee, November 27, 1945. 
BERNARD W. ANDERSON 


Ist/Sgt. Jean D. Thatcher, son of Herbert K. and Lila Thatcher of Little 
Rock, was born at Malden, Missouri, October 4, 1919. He received his 
education at Joe T. Robinson High School and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College. Previously a member of the 206th C. A. (A.A.) Arkansas Na- 
tional Guard, he entered the Regular Army January 6, 1941, receiving 
basic training at Ft. Bliss. Departing from the United States August 11, 
1941, attached to 206th C. A. (A.A.) C. A. C., for the Aleutian Islands, 
he returned March 6, 1944, and with the 597th A.A.A. (A.W.) Bn. de- 
parted for Europe December 10, 1944, participating in campaigns of the 
Aleutian Islands, Rhineland, and Central Europe. Sergeant Thatcher 
also spent three months with the Army of Occupation. He received 
rifleman’s Sharpshooter’s Medal and carbine Sharpshooter’s Medal. He 
was awarded three Bronze Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal and re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, August 1, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Bernice. 
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Ist Lt. Eugene P. Horton is the son of John Andrew | 
Horton of 3412 Mabelvale Road, Little Rock. Born at Li | 
17, 1923, he graduated from Little Rock High School st 
Army Air Corps February 4, 1942. He served preflight trainir 

Field, Texas; primary at Jones Field, Bonham, Texas; basic a 
Field, Sherman, Texas; advanced at Moore Field, Mission, Texas, and 
gunnery at Matagorda, Texas, and was commissioned as a fighter pilot. 
In June, 1943, he was sent to the Pacific theater and remained overseas 
for more than two years. He took part in the air campaigns in the Mandate 
Islands, Gilbert and Marshall Islands, Central Pacific, Solomon Islands, 

New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago and the North and South Philippines. 


1,500 hours as a transport pilot. He holds the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster and two Presidential Unit Citations. 
He was released from active service at Kelly Field, Texas, December 29, 
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CURTIS R. BARHAM 


Cpl. Bernard William Anderson, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Anderson, was 
born May 2, 1922, at Mabelvale, Arkansas. He graduated from Little 
Rock Senior High School. A member of the National Guard since 1939, he 


Attached to Anti-aircraft 


Artillery, Ordnance, he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, spe- 
t observer, and optical in- 


1941, attached to 385th 
Alaska, he served in the. 


Aleutians until returning December 30, 1942, departing for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater October 12, 1943, where he saw service at Ryukyus (Oki- 
nawa). Corporal Anderson received Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 


American Defense Service - 
and World War II Victory 


Ribbons, and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
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THOMAS P. FLEMING, JR. : ' 


T/5 Harold H. Fleming, son of Margery H. and Thomas P. Fleming, Sr., 
was born August 23, 1922, in Russellville, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Little Rock High School in 1940 and spent two years at Arkansas Poly- 
technic College. Entering the Signal Corps September 22, 1942, he received 
basic training at Miami Beach, Florida; attended Radar Operators’ School 
at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, and a year’s course at the University of 
Arkansas in pre-radar. He qualified as radar operator and received rifle 
Marksmanship’s Medal. After serving two years and eight months in the 
United States he departed May 29, 1945, for Manila, Luzon, in the Philip- 
pines. Overseas for 10 months, he served in Manila; flew to Okinawa to 
join the 440th Signal Heavy Construction Battalion (Aviation), Co. A; and 
spent five and a half months in Japan. He was awarded World War Il 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April 4, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 
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BOB C. RILEY 





Cpl. Jack Riley, son of Winnie Mae and C. A. Riley, was born May 6, 
1916, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock High 
School and Ouachita College, afterwards being employed at Maumelle 
Ordnance Works. Entering the Marine Corps September 2, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Artillery 
School at Camp Pendleton, California, qualifying as chief of artillery 
section, rifle sharpshooter, and expert gunner with artillery and rifle. 
He departed January 2, 1944, for New Caledonia and Guadalcanal and 
remained overseas for nearly two years, participating in the campaigns 
of Guam and Iwo Jima. After being honorably discharged December 21, 
1945, at Camp Pendleton, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Janet Elizabeth, and their son. 
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eming, Jr., son of Margery Hill 
105 South Pine Street, Little Rock, was born May 
llville, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock Junior Col- 
| University of Arkansas and was employed by the U. S. Depart-_ 
wie of Commerce Weather Bureau at Adams Field until entering active 
duty with the Air Corps March 6, 1948. He completed his basic training 
at Santa Ana, California, and completed his navigation and gunnery train- 
ing at Las Vegas, Nevada; Mather Field, Ca 
Texas, and Chanute Field, Illinois, and was commissioned as a navigator. 
Lieutenant Fleming served almost three years in this country with the 
2nd Air Force and made flights to Jamaica Island in the Caribbean 
Islands. He is holder of the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
Medal and was placed on inactive duty at Scott Field, Illinois, February 
® 1, 1946. He is now enrolled as a third-year engineering student at the 


Cpl. Bob C. Riley, son of Winnie Mae and C. A. Rile 
18, 1924, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Li 
Enlisting in the Marine Corps December 17, 1941, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Infan 
and Camp Pendleton, qualifying as infantry squad leade 
shooter. After serving for a year in the Unite 
departed in January, 1943, for New Zealand an 
two years, participating in the campaigns of 
Marianas Islands. He was wounded in action, su 
sight, and among other acknowledgments of 
awarded the Purple Heart Medal. After bein ; 
July 7, 1945, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he returned to his home in 
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HARRY L. MOSELEY 


Seaman 1/c Thomas Richard Moseley, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Harry 
Moseley, was born November 11, 1923, in Decatur, Alabama, moving to 
Arkansas in 1924. He attended Clendenin Grade School, North Little 
Rock Junior High School, and North Little Rock High School, afterwards 
being employed as machinist-apprentice at the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
Shops in North Little Rock. Entering the U. S. Coast Guard March 23, 
1943, he received boot training at Grafton, Illinois. Seaman Moseley de- 
parted in March, 1944, for the North Atlantic and Southwest Pacific 
Theaters of Operations and remained overseas for two years. He par- 
ticipated in invasions of New Guinea, Morotai, Leyte, Mindoro, Luzon, 
and the Philippines and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal, and 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged March 26, 1946, at St. 
Louis, Missouri, he returned to his home in North Little Rock. 
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JAMES C. MOSELEY 


Cpl. Willie Moseley Fawcett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Harry 
Moseley, was born April 12, 1918, in Decatur, Alabama, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1926. She graduated from North Little Rock Senior High School, 
afterwards being employed by the U. S. Engineer Office in Little Rock. 
Entering the Marine Corps February 19, 1945, she received boot training 
at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, qualifying as stenographer. Corporal 
Fawcett served for more than a year at Marine Corps Women’s Reserve, 
Parris Island, South Carolina. After being honorably discharged March 
19, 1946, at Parris Island, she returned to North Little Rock, where she 
lives with her husband, Sergeant Armand P. Fawcett. 
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T/3 Harry Leon Moseley, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Harry Moseley, 
born June 28, 1921, in Decatur, Alabama, moving to Arkansas in 1 
He attended North Little Rock Schools, afterwards being employed as 
machinist-apprentice. Entering the Army September 2, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Perry, Ohio, and attended Cadillac Engine and 
Hydraulic Trans. Ordnance School, qualifying as machinist. Attached to. 
the 505th Ord. (H.M.) Co., Tk., he departed January 9, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a year and 
10 months, participating in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe and being awarded five Bronze 
Stars. After being honorably discharged November 28, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to North Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Nina Jean. 





THOMAS R. MOSELEY 


Set. James Cecil Moseley, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Harry Moseley, 
was born December 14, 1919, in Decatur, Alabama, moving to Arkansas 
in 1924. He graduated from North Little Rock High School, afterwards 
being employed in Detroit, Michigan. Entering the Army, 1st and 8rd U.S. 
Ranger Bn., October 20, 1941, in Detroit, he received basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and attended service school at Commando Training Base in 
Northern Scotland. He was awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge. Ser- 
geant Moseley departed April 29, 1942, for Ireland and remained overseas 
for a year and a half, participating in campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Naples- 
Foggia, Algeria-French Morocco, and Dieppe, France. He was wounded in 
action in Italy and was awarded the Purple Heart, two Presidential Cita- 
tions, three Overseas Bars, American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and four 
Battle Stars. After being honorably discharged June 2, 1945, at Ft. Sheri- 
dan, Illinois, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Ruth. 





WILLIE M. FAWCETT 
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Yeoman 1/c Billy Bland Sorrels, son of Jessie B. and Vincent H. Sorrelss_ 
was born ‘September 16, 1922, in Mansfield, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Perryville High School, afterwards being employed as senior typist. 
under civil service at Army Induction Center in Little Rock. Enlisting if 
the Naval Air Corps November, 1942, he received flight training at the 
University of Texas; Austin, Texas, and University of Houston, Houston, 
Texas. He also received training at Del Monte, California; University of 
Oklahoma at Norman, and Corpus Christi, Texas, transferring into the 
regular Navy with a yoeman’s rating. Departing November 4, 1944, for 
Adak, Alaska, Yeoman Sorrels served overseas for a year and a half, and 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Area Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Medal. He was honorably discharged 
April 19, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his home in Perry- 
ville, Arkansas. | 


BILLY B. SORREL 


Lt. (j. g.) William Eugene Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Johnson, 
was born March 21, 1921, in Bogota, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 
1936. He graduated from Little Rock High School. Entering the Naval 
Air Corps August, 1942, he received boot training at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, qualifying in aviation. After serving for two years in the United 
States with Air Group 87, Lieutenant Johnson departed in November, 1944, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations. He participated in the 
Okinawa campaign and air attacks on the Japanese homeland and was 
awarded the Air Medal and Third Fleet Citation. He served aboard the 
U.S.S. Randolph and the'U.S.S. Ticonderoga and went into Tokyo Bay 
with the Third Fleet at the end of the war. He is still in service. His 
home is in Little Rock. 
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WILLIAM E. JOHNSON 


Lt. (j. g.) Randal Nathan Atkinson, son of Clifford and Stella Atkinson 
of 204 North Palm Street, Little Rock, was born at Solgohachia, August 
5, 1922. He was educated at Little Rock High School and Little Rock 
Junior College and entered the Navy June 30, 1942. He served his basic 
training at Corpus Christi, Texas, and then attended the Naval Aviation 
Cadet Schools at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. He was commissioned and 
given his wings as a pilot, August 15, 1943. In December, 1943, he was 
sent to Trinidad in the American theater and after returning to the 
United States, he was sent to the South Pacific Theater. Holder of the 
Air Medal, he is now serving with the Regular Navy. His wife is the 
former Nita Mae Edwards. 





RANDAL N. ATKINSON 


Pfc. Drexel B. Atkinson, son of Stella and Clifford T. Atkinson, was born 
February 25, 1926. He attended West Side Junior High School and Little 
Rock Senior High School. Entering the Army Air Corps Reserve Feh- 
ruary 19, 1944, he was called to duty August 21, 1944, and received basic 
training at Amarillo, Texas. He attended Airplane Mechanics School at 
Amarillo and B-29 School at Seattle, Washington, qualifying as airplane 
and engine mechanic. Private Atkinson received Marksman’s Medal for 
his proficiency in the use of the .45 pistol and Sharpshooter's Medal for 
the carbine. He served for two years in the United States with the 
Training Command, 2nd A. F., 4th A. F., and Troop Carrier Command 
and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
World War II Victory Medal. He is still in the service. His home is in 
Little Rock. 


DREXEL B. ATKINSON 
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Pfc. Donald C. Greer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clinton M. Greer of 5817 S. 
Street, Little Rock, was born at Kansas City, Missouri, June 12, 1922. He 
moved to Arkansas with his family in 1937 and attended Little Rock High 
School and Little Rock Junior College. Private Greer entered the Army 
Air Corps June 10, 1942 and received his basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. After only one month in this country, he was sent to 
Australia and attended radio school there. Overseas 39 months, he served 
as a radar operator in the New Guinea and Philippine campaigns. Holder 
of the Presidential Unit Citation and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, he was honorably discharged November 17, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. | 





DONALD C. GREER 


S/Sgt. Jack Cecil Davis, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Davis, was born De- 
cember 13, 1922, in Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1923. 
He was graduated from Little Rock High School. Entering the Army Air 
Force November 4, 1942, he received basic training at Miami Beach, Flo- 
rida, and attended Las Vegas Gunnery School and Amarillo, Texas, Me- 
chanics’ School, qualifying as turret gunner and engineer. Sergeant Davis 
departed February 20, 1944, for England and remained overseas for seven 
months, participating in the Normandy and Southern France campaigns 
and the battle for Europe. He was wounded in action and was missing in 
action in enemy-occupied France from August 2, 1944, to August 24, 1944, 
when he returned to England via the French Underground. He was 
awarded Marksmanship Medal for pistol and carbine, Good Conduct Medal, 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Presi- 
dential Citation, and Purple Heart. After discharge August 25, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock. 





JACK C. DAVIS 


Ist Lt. Daniel R. McDonald, son of Mrs. Lena M. McDonald, was born at 
Little Rock, March 6, 1908. He received his education by attending 
Centennial, West Side Junior High, Little Rock High School, and Harding 
College, Morrilton, Arkansas. Entering the Signal Corps January 27, 
1941, he received basic training at Ft. Omaha, Nebraska, and by attending 
Officers Training School, Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. After serving 
three years in the United States with the Army Service Forces and U. S. 
Naval Reserve, he landed in Papuan Territory, New Guinea, March 11, 
1944, and participated in Papuan, Philippines, and Neatherland East Indies 
campaigns. Lieutenant McDonald received rifle Marksmanship Medal, 
and after over 17 months overseas received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with two Bronze Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star, American Defense Service Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. 
Returning to the United States August 11, 1945, he received an honorable 
discharge as chief electricians mate (U.S.N.R.) September 20, 1945, at 
Millington, Tennessee. He lives in Little Rock. 





DANIEL R. McDONALD 


T/3 William C. McDonald, son of Mrs. Lena M. McDonald, was born Sep- 
tember 23, 1914, at Little Rock. He received his education at Centennial 
School, West Side Junior High School, Little Rock Senior High School, and 
Little Rock Junior College. He entered the Signal Corps, April 18, 1942, 
and received basic training at IRTC, Camp Roberts, California, qualifying 
for high speed radio operator. Serving eight months in the United States 
with the 3rd Infantry Division, he left the United States October 24, 1942, 
for North Africa, participating in Algerian-French Moroccan, Tunisian, 
Sicilian, Naple-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, and Rhineland 
campaigns. He received rifle Marksmanship Medal in June, 1942, and for 
meritorious service was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with seven Bronze Battle Stars and Good Conduct Medal. 
Returning to the United States April 30, 1945, Sergeant McDonald was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, June 19, 1945. He lives in Little 
Rock. WILLIAM C. McDONALD 
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WILLIAM P. TUGGLE, JR. 


Capt. Robert W. D. Marsh, 


RUDOLPH S. GRAHAM 


Seaman 1/c Carl William Sanders, son of Mrs. Elsie Salmonat, was born 
ock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock Public 
a, Junior and Senior High Schools, afterwards 
hool and being employed in the office of M. M. 
Cohn Company in Little Rock. Entering the Naval Reserve March 21, 
1945, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and departed 
July 20, 1945, for the Philippine Islands and Manicani Island. Seaman 
Sanders remained overseas for 10 months and was awarded Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Campaign 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 


April 24, 1927, in Little R 
Schools and Tampa, Florid 
attending electrical trade sc 
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son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Marsh, was born 
September 8, 1917, in El Reno, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1933. He 
graduated from Ft. Smith High School in 1935 and the University of 
Arkansas in 1939, with a B.S. degree in agriculture. Afterwards he was 
employed as bacteriologist for Pet Milk Company for three years and was 
later engaged in the ice cream manufacturing and retail business. Entering 
the Infantry October 8, 1948, he attended Officers’ Basic School at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and became a special service officer. He served for a 
year and a half in the United States, attached to I.R.T.C., and departed 
June 13, 1945, for the Philippine Islands and Japan. Captain Marsh was 
awarded the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and 
American Defense Ribbon. He is still in the service, overseas with the 
Army of Occupation in Osaka, Japan, where he is Special Service officer 
for the 25th Division, 8th Army. He is married to the former Miss DeMaris 
Graham, and his home is in Ft. Smith. 
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Lt. Col. William P. Tuggle, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William P. Tuggle of 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at Corning, Arkansas, August 8, 1907. 
He attended Jonesboro High School, Jonesboro College, and was graduated 
from Ouachita College in 1928 with B.A. degree. Upon graduation, he 
was commissioned second lieutenant in the Officer’s Reserve. After duty 
with the C.C.C. in 1934, he entered active military service in May, 1941 as 
a major. Colonel Tuggle attended the Officer’s Training Course at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and graduated from the Command and General Staff 
School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. He served as executive officer in 
Infantry training centers in Camp Croft, South Carolina, and Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and also saw service at Ft. Dupont, Delaware. On 
August 18, 1945, he was sent to the Philippines and is now serving with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan. He and his wife, the former Grace 
Streety, have two sons. 






ROBERT W. D. MARSH 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Rudolph S. Graham, son of Mrs. Ruth R. 
Graham of Little Rock was born at Memphis, Tennessee, July 10, 1924. He 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1929 and was graduated from Little 
Rock High School in 1943. Entering the Navy January 27, 1943, he served 
his basic training at the Naval Air Station, San Diego, California, and 
later attended the Navy Air Technical Training Center at the University 
of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. He became expert in aviation ground 
crew maintenance and repair and served three years with the Navy. He 
was honorably discharged at Jacksonville, Florida, December 24, 1945. 
His wife is Margaretta Graham. 


After being honorably discharged May 7, 
he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


CARL W. SANDERS 
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Capt. Ray J. McNeil, son of Mrs. Stella Lee McNeil, was 
1915, at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. He attended Eas 
and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the Army Air 
tember 7, 1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, Miss pi, 

attended Airplane Mechanics’ School and Aviation Cadet School, qualif 
ing as pilot. After serving in the United States for a year and ni 
months, Captain McNeil departed July 3, 1944, for Europe and rema 
overseas for a year and a half, participating in campaigns of Northern 
France, Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. He received 
the Air Medal, six Clusters, and Presidential Unit Citation. Captain McNeil 
is still in the service, having been with the Army of Occupation since 
July 16, 1945, and stationed at present in Southern Germany. He expects 
to be released from active duty in June, 1947. His home is in Little Rock. — 





RAY J. MeNEIL 


Terpedoman 3/c Lloyd Earl Sebourn, Jr., son of Alta Velma and Lloyd 
Earl Sebourn, Sr., was born March 10, 1923, in Van Buren, Arkansas. He 
attended Robert E. Lee, Seventh Day Adventist, Oak Grove Junior High, 
and North Little Rock Senior High Schools, afterwards being employed 
as messenger boy and apprentice painter for Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. 
He was a member of the National Guard for six months in 1940 and 
entered the Navy February 22, 1942, receiving boot training at San Diego 
and attending Torpedo School'at San Diego and Submarine School at Pearl 
Harbor. Departing in July, 1942, he remained overseas for more than a 
year, participating in campaigns of Truk, Verde Islands, Manila Bay, 
Makassar Strait, Mangkalihat Point, Marinduque Island, Tablas Strait, 
Corregidor, Sulu Sea, and Bali Island on the U.S.S. Grayling. He was 
declared missing in action when the Grayling failed to return from a 
patrol in enemy waters. Torpedoman Sebourn was awarded Submarine 
Combat Patrol Insignia and Navy Citation. He is survived by his parents, 
who live in Little Rock. 





LLOYD E. SEBOURN, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Harold Wayne Sebourn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Earl Se- 
bourn, was born January 3, 1927, in Van Buren, Arkansas. He attended 
Oak Grove School and North Little Rock Senior High School, afterwards 
being employed in the Little Rock Post Office. Entering the Navy February 
2, 1945, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Radar Operator’s School, qualifying as Radar Operator. He departed 
September 1, 1945, for Pearl Harbor and remained overseas for five and 
a half months. Seaman Sebourn was awarded Victory Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged May 7, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned 
to his home in North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Patricia Ann. 





HAROLD W. SEBOURN 


Flight Officer Thomas Cameron Jeffery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. 
Jeffery, was born August 14, 1920, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Oakhurst, West Side, and Gurdon High Schools, afterwards being em- 
ployed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the Army Air 
Corps September 16, 1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and attended Spartan School, qualifying as airplane engine 
mechanic, bombardier, and navigator. Flight Officer Jeffery served for 
three years in the United States and was honorably discharged October 
15, 1945, at Ellington Field, Texas. He lives in Little Rock with his wife, 
Jewell, and their child. 





THOMAS C. JEFFERY 
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nd Mrs. Marcus Lowe, was born at Gurdon, 
LS, oh He received his education in the Gurdon Pub- 
ls. nte ing the Army Air Forces June 20, 1942, he received basic 
; Sheppard Field, Texas, and by attending Airplane Mechanic’s 
at eC School at Sheppard Field, qualified for airplane maintenance 
_ technician. After serving one year in the United States with the 354th 
é Fighter Group, he departed October 21, 1943, for the European Theater 
of Operations. Sergeant Lowe participated in the Normandy, Northern 
France, air offensive over Europe, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
European campaigns. In addition to receiving rifle Marksmanship Medal, 
he was awarded the European Theater of Operations Ribbon with six 
Bronze Battle Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge, and Good Conduct Medal. 
_ Returning to the United States November 10, 1945, he received an honor- 
able discharge at Jefferson Barracks, November 14, 1945, returning to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Clarice. 










RALPH LOWE 


Capt. iam A. Miller, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Miller, Sr., 
was born at Little Rock, December 10, 1922. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock Senior School and Arkansas State Teachers’ Col- 
lege, after which he was employed as aircraft mechanic and civilian flight 
- instructor. Entering the Army Air Corps August 31, 1942, he attended 
Army Air Force Flight Schools and specialized as transport pilot. He 
qualified for service pilot, four-engine rating, first pilot on military ‘air 
transport routes, and holder of Army “green” instrument card. Serving 
two years with Air Transport Command, he departed the United States 
December 2, 1942, and after 14 months’ overseas service was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Douglas, Utah, November 21, 1945. He lives in Little 
Rock and has one son. : 





WILLIAM A. MILLER, JR. 


Pfc. John Woodie Green, son of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Green of Mabel- 
vale, Arkansas, was born November 20, 1916, in Sardis, Saline County, 
Arkansas. He attended Sardis School and Bryant High School, afterwards 
being engaged as maintenance man at Bauxite. Entering the Infantry 
April 4, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and departed September 20, 1944, for the Kuropean Theater of Operations. 
Overseas for nine months, he participated in campaigns in Holland and 
Germany with the 95th Infantry Division and was awarded Combat In- 
fantry adge and the Good Conduct Medal. Private Green is still in the 
service. His wife, Geraldine, and their daughter live in Benton, Arkansas. 
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JOHN W. GREEN 
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Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Clyde B. Green, son of William H. Green 
of Mabelvale, Arkansas, was born at Sardis, Arkansas, May 28, 1922. He 
attended the Sardis schools and was graduated from Bryant High School. 
Entering the Navy October 23° 1942, he received his basic training at 
San Diego, California, and served three years in the United States. Sent 
to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in May, 1943, he served one year on foreign 
duty and took part in the battle for the Philippines. Mate Green was 
honorably discharged at the Naval Base at El Centro, California, February 
20, 1946. His wife is Trene Green. 


CLYDE B. GREEN 
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S/Sgt. James E. Henry, son of Mrs. Eva E. Henry, was born at Ft. Smith, 
Arkansas, June 21, 1923. He received his education at Ft. Smith Senior 
High School. Entering the Army Air Forces November 18, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and by attending Air- 
craft Armament School, Buckley Field, Colorado, and Aerial Gunnery 
School at Tyndall Field, Florida, qualified for aircraft armorer-gunner. 
Departing the United States October 26, 1943, for England, he participated — 
in air offensive over enemy-held territory, making 30 combat missions. — 
For meritorious service in the European Theater of Operations, he was — 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and European Theater of Operations Ribbon with two Bronze 
Battle Stars. Sergeant Henry received an honorable discharge at Army 
Air Force Convalescent Hospital, Ft. Logan, Colorado, May 15, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock. 





JAMES E. HENRY 


Ist Lt. Reynolds Campbell Moore, Jr., son of Reynolds and Eva Hirons 
Moore, was born in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, September 20, 1916, 
moving to Arkansas in 1923. He received his education in St. Louis 
and Little Rock Public Schools, graduating from Little Rock High School. 
He enlisted in the Army Engineer Corps, Combat Bn., November 20, 1942. 
He received his basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood and later attended 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. Commissioned June 
23, 1943, he served as platoon commander during training at Camp Clai- 
borne, Louisiana. He departed the United States January, 1944, for 
England and was engaged in preinvasion construction work in Southern 
England. He was later assigned as open storage officer, executive and 
supply officer. Lieutenant Moore returned to the United States February 
14, 1946, and is the holder of the American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
He will be discharged August, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





REYNOLDS C. MOORE, JR. 


T/Sgt. Frederick Philip Cooper, son of Woodard Wallington Cooper, 610 
North Pine, Little Rock, was born at Brinkley, Arkansas, September 24, 
1909. He attended the Little Rock Public Schools and enlisted in the 
Canadian Army in October, 1939. Sergeant Cooper arrived in the European 
theater in December, 1939, and served three years with the Canadian 
Army. He saw action in the famous raid on Dieppe and at Dunkirk and 
served in Denmark and Holland with the Canadian Army. He transferred 
to the American Army in London, England, August 27, 1942, and was in 
charge of a special library of invasion and assault tactics. He saw action 
in the Holland, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Europe, Normandy and 
Northern France campaigns. Sergeant Cooper served a total of 69 months 
overseas and was awarded the Star of the British Empire Medal, Canadian 
Military Medal, the Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. 
This veteran soldier was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, August 13, 1945. He and his wife, Irene, have a child. 





FREDERICK P. COOPER 


Sgt. Nicholas P. Panos, son of Peter N. Panos of Little Rock, was born 
at Memphis, Tennessee, August 7, 1909. He attended the Little Rock 
Public Schools and Castle Heights Military Academy at Lebanon, Ten- 
nessee, and completed his education at Draughon’s Business College at 
Little Rock. He was a restaurant owner at Little Rock until entering the 
Army Air Forces April 12, 1944. He was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, 
for his basic training and served as a business machine supervisor. Ser- 
geant Panos served with the Headquarters unit, Air Force Flying Safety 
Sqdn. at Winston-Salem, North Carolina. A veteran of almost two years’ 
service, he holds the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Ribbon and the Marksmanship and Sharpshoéter Medals. He was 
honorably discharged at Greensboro, North Carolina, January 24, 1946. 
He and his wife, the former Mary A. Karrant, have a daughter. 





NICHOLAS P. PANOS 
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CARROLL R. GRIFFITH 


S/Sgt. Howard L. Gregory, 
April 10, 1913, at Alleene, A 
ing Alleene Grade School an 





EARL L. SEASTRUNK 


Motor Machinist’s Mate 1/c Robert Earl Scott, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Earl Scott, Sr., was born at Little Rock, August 7, 1921. He received 
his education by attending Little Rock Public Schools. Entering the Navy 
d boot training at San Diego, California. By 
attending University of Missouri, and Gray Marine Diesel School at 
Detroit, Michigan, he specialized in the repair and operation of. Diesel 
in the United States he departed for the South- 
16, 1943, and participated in the Cape Gloucester, 
dle Harbor, Hollandia, Biak Island, Sansapor, 
Lingayen Gulf, Cebu, Tarakan, and Balikpapan 
ded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, and Good Conduct Medal. He received an honorable 
discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, October 6, 1945, returning to Beaumont, 
Texas, where he lives with hi 
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son of Walter and Estelle Gregory, was born 
rkansas. He received his education by attend- 
d Ashdown High School, after which he was 
employed as timber worker. He entered the Army Signal Corps September 
13, 1943, later transferring to the Air Corps. After seven months’ training 
he departed the United States April 28, 1944, for Australia, and par- 
ticipated in the New Guinea and Luzon campaigns. He was awarded the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and Tech- 
nician’s Badge. After serving three months with the Army of Occupation 
he returned to the United States December 29, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 10, 1946. He and his wife, Mildred, 
live in Little Rock with their child. 





S/Set. Carroll Reece Griffith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Harry Griffith, 


was born August 20, 1925, at Pottsville, Arkansas. He received education 
by attending North Little Rock High School and Louisiana State Univer- 
sity. _Entering the Armed Forces February 24, 1944, he received basic 
training at Ft. Custer, Michigan, and Camp Lee, Virginia. By attending 
Military Police School and Quartermaster School, he qualified for supply 
sergeant and as expert with rifle and pistol. After training in the United 
States 15 months attached to 75th Qm. Training Co., 14th Bn., he de- 
parted May 29, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Sergeant Griffith 
participated in the Luzon, P. I., campaign, and received Meritorious Service 
Unit Citation. After serving over 11 months overseas, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, May 15, 1946. 






HOWARD L. GREGORY 


Pfe. Earl L. Seastrunk, son of Oscar L. and Willie V. Seastrunk, was born 
July 15, 1923, at Alleene, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Alleene Grammar School and Ashdown and Foreman High Schools. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers June 7, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Abbott, Oregon, attached to Combat Engineers, and was awarded 
the Marksmanship Medal October 15, 1943. After nine months’ training, 
he was sent to Oran, Africa, February 22, 1944, and participated in Rome, 
Anzio Beachhead, Southern France, Central Europe, Rhineland, and 
Austrian campaigns. Private Seastrunk was twice wounded in action 
and received the Purple Heart, one Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Arrowhead, 
and five Campaign Stars. Returning to the United States October 28, 
1945, he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks November 
31, 1945. He lives in Alleene, Arkansas. 


s wife, Martha Ellen. ROBERT E. SCOTT, JR. 
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Pfc. Fahy L. Rowland,’ daughter of Dr. Robert E. Rowland and Ged ‘gia 
Henry Rowland, 4021 West 8th Street, Little Rock, was born at Huttig, 
Arkansas, December 20, 1904. She attended Little Rock High School, the 
University of Arkansas and Virginia College and was a teacher in the 
El Dorado Public Schools before entering the Women’s Army Corps, June 
7, 1944. Private Rowland served her basic training period at the 3rd_ 
WAC Training Center at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and then was assigned — 
to duty with the Air Corps. She was attached to the Air Transport Com- — 
mand during her 14 months of military service. Holder of the Good Con- 

duct Medal, she was honorably discharged at Ft. pe Houston, San 

Antonio, Texas, July 29, 1945. 4 


Chief Shipfitter Robert Elmore Rowland, son of Dr. Robert Elmore Row- 
land and Georgia Henry Rowland, 4021 West 8th Street, Little Rock, 
was born at Huttig, Arkansas, January 20, 1909. He attended Little 
Rock High School, Branham and Hughes Military Academy and_ the 
University of Arkansas and was engaged in oil development and. con- 
struction work until entering the Navy Seabees September 28, 1943. 
Chief Rowland completed his boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
and attended Pontoon Causeway and Construction and Operation Schools. 
After seven months in this country he was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
in July, 1944, and served 17 months overseas. He saw action at Peleliu 
and Anguar and served with the 1047th and 1054th Seabee Detachments. 
He took part in the landing of occupation troops in Japan and returned 


to the United States. He was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, Cali- 
fornia, December 22, 1945. 





ROBERT E. ROWLAND, JR. 


Cpl. Mark Nathaniel Gentry, son of Mrs. Togitha Locke of 114 Schiller 
Street, Little Rock, was born at Ft. Smith, November 2, 1921. He attended 
Little Rock High School and enlisted in the Regular Marine Corps Janu- 
ary 4, 1940, at Little Rock. Corporal Gentry received his basic training 
at San Diego, California, and in March, 1940, was sent to Peiping, China. 
He served with the Legation Guard at Peiping until he was captured 
there by the Japanese on December 8, 1941. He remained a prisoner of 
th Japanese until September 18, 1945, when he was released by American 
forces at Kobe, Japan. Overseas more than five and one-half years, this 
gallant Marine holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, the Good Conduct Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, and the 
Victory Ribbon. A prisoner of the Japanese 45 months, he was honorably 
discharged from the Marine Corps February 8, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 





nessee. 


MARK N. GENTRY 


Pfc. Johney W. Crouch, son of Ida and George Crouch, was born February 
23, 1919, in Pope County. He attended Cardens Bottom School, afterwards 
being employed in mining work. Entering the Infantry, 143rd Regiment, 
36th Division, he received basic training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama. At- 
tached to Co. B, 14th Bn., 7th Regt., Private Crouch departed November 
24, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. Overseas for 13 months, 
he participated in campaigns in‘France and Germany, being once wounded 
in action, and was awarded the Purple Heart, European Theater Ribbon, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon, 
having spent seven months with the Army of Occupation. He is still in 
the service. His wife, Clarene, and their children, live in Alexander, 
Arkansas. 
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JOHNEY W. 
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Ist Lt. Walter Edward Dobbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewell Gann Dobbs, 
was born November 18, 1922, in Haskell, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, Arkansas State Teachers’ 
College, University of Arkansas, and Arkansas A. & M., Monticello, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Marine Corps July 26, 1942, he received boot training 
at Parris Island, South Carolina, and attended Officer Candidate School 
and Reserve Officers’ School, qualifying as Infantry officer, amphibious, 
and machine gunner. Lieutenant Dobbs served for two years in the United 
States attached to Training Command, F. M. F., and departed April 18, 
1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for a year, 
he participated in campaigns of Okinawa Shima, Ryukyus Islands, and 
spent six months with the occupation forces in China. He was wounded 
at Okinawa Shima June 16, 1945, and was awarded the Purple Heart 
Medal. After being honorably discharged July 10, 1946, at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, he returned to his home in Little Rock, Arkansas. 





WALTER E. DOBBS 


Set. J. B. Yancey, son of Mrs. R. H. Russell, 1818 Scott Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Dermott, Arkansas. He completed his education at 
Little Rock High School and entered active military service with the 206th 
Coast Artillery of the Arkansas National Guard, January 6, 1941. Sergeant 
Yancey served his basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was sent to the 
Aleutian Islands in August, 1941, with his unit. He served at Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska, and in the Aleutians for over two years and saw action 
in the Aleutian campaign. Returning to the United States, he received 
training in the Paratroopers and was sent to the European theater. Over- 
seas a total of 40 months, he saw action in the Central Europe campaign. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, he was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, September 19, 1945. 






J. B. YANCEY 


1st Lt. John Yancey, son of Mrs. R. H. Russell of 1818 Scott Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Plumerville, Arkansas, April 27, 1918. He was educated 
at Little Rock High School and Ouachita College before entering United 
States Marine Corps December 31, 1941. Lieutenant Yancey served his 
boot training period at San Diego, California, and became a member of 
the famous Marine Raiders. After one and one-half years in this country 
he was sent to the Pacific theater and served a total of 30 months of 
foreign service. Lieutenant Yancey was awarded the Navy Cross for 
bravery above and beyond the call of duty, the Presidential Unit Citation 
and a citation awarded by Admiral Halsey and the Secretary of the Navy 
for the President. He saw action in the fighting of the Guadalcanal cam- 
paign and the Okinawa campaign. He was released from active service 
December 24, 1945, at Little Rock. 





JOHN YANCEY 


T/5 Raymond G. Clawitter, son of Mrs. Freda Clawitter and the late 
Gustav C. Clawitter, was born at Ulm, Arkansas, February 19, 1906. 
Following completion of his education at Ulm High School and Draughon's 
School of Business (Little Rock), he was employed by McKesson-Lincoln 
and Archer Wholesale Drug Companies in Little Rock prior to his entrance 
into the Army May 23, 1942. After completing his basic training at Kt: 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, he was assigned to duty with the 460th Engineer 
Depot Company as a supply clerk, sailing with his unit for Africa March 
5, 1943. He served overseas for 32 months and participated in the Rhine- 
land and Southern France campaigns. He was awarded the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. Corporal Clawitter was honorably discharged from 
the service at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 27, 1945, and lives 


in Li ock with his wife, Addie. a 
ios | RAYMOND G. CLAWITTER 
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LOUIS PYSKLO 


S/Sgt. James C. Hawkins, son of Mrs. Ollie B. Hawkins, was born Decem-’ 
ber 15, 1917, at Holly Grove, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Holly Grove High School, after which he was engaged in electrical 
work. Entering the Army Signal Corps February 7, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, qualifying for auto mechanic 
and technical supply. After training in the United States, he departed for 
England October 9, 1943, attached to 15th Signal Service Regt. and 920th 
Supply Sqdn. Sergeant Hawkins served over two years in the European 
Theater of Operations and among other decorations, was awarded the 
American Defense and European Theater of Operations Ribbons and the 
Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States December 14, 1945, 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks December 19, 1945. 





CLIFFORD W. KNOWLES, JR. 


S/Sgt. Edwin W. Shultz, Jr., 
November 8, 1925, at North Little Rock. He attended North Little Rock 
High School, where he was captain of the high school band, and graduated 
from Catholic High School, Little Rock. Entering the Air Corps Reserve 
June, 1943, he was called to active duty January 24, 1944, and received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas. He also attended 
Gunnery Schools at Harlingen, Texas, and Chatham Field, Georgia, quali- 
fying for aerial gunner and armorer. After training in the United States, 
he departed for England in August, 1944, attached to 701st Bomber Sqdn., 

445th H. Bomber Group, 8th Army Air Force. Sergeant Schultz par- 
ticipated in three major campaigns, Central Europe, Ardennes and the 
Rhineland. He was killed in action over Wesel, Germany, and. was post- 
humously awarded the Air Medal with five Clusters, the Purple Heart, and 
Air Corps Citation. He is survived by his parents, who live in North Little 


Rock. 






T/5 Louis Pysklo, son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Prek 0, W 
1916, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Nort 
Public Schools and, after graduating from high school, was em loy 
a locomotive fireman. Entering the Railroad Battalion May 3, 1943, 
was called to active duty May 10, 1943, and received basic training at | 
Orleans, Louisiana, and Clovis, N. M., qualifying as locomotive mecha: 
He departed December 10, 1943, for the China-Burma-India Theater of 
Operations and ‘remained overseas for a year and a half, being awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon. After receiving certificate of disability, 
November 4, 1944, at Brooke General Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, 
he was released from the service August 31, 1945. He lives in North | 
Little Rock with his wife, Marie, and their child. 




























JAMES C. HAWKINS 


Seaman 1/c Clifford Wheeler Knowles, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 
Wheeler Knowles, Sr., was born November 10, 1925, in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in August, 1926. He attended Hugh 
Goodwin Grammar School in El Dorado, and Western Military School 
in Alton, Illinois. Entering the Naval Amphibious Forces (Landing Craft) 
July 4, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and at- 
tended Amphibious Training Base School at Coronado. He departed Feb- 
ruary 12, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for more than a year, participating in the campaigns of Iwo 
Jima and the initial occupation of Japan, where he spent more than two 
months with the occupation forces. Seaman Knowles also served at Pearl 
Harbor, Guam, Marshall Islands, Guadalcanal; Ominato, Yokohama and 
Yokosuka, Japan; Adak and Dutch Harbor, Alaska; New Caledonia, New 
Hebrides, Russell Islands; Maui, Hawaii, and Panama. He received Let- 
ter of Commendation and was honorably discharged June 2, 1946, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Schultz, was born 





EDWIN W. SCHULTZ, JR. 
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Radioman 2/c Thydious Eugene Martin, son of Mr .and Mrs. Thompson 
Laurelle Martin, was born December 4, 1925, in Russellville, Arkansas. 
He attended Pottsville, Arkansas, Grammar School, Pulaski Heights Junior 
High, and Little Rock Senior High School, afterwards being employed 
by Robb-Rowley Theaters in Little Rock, Kinney’s Shoe Store, and the 
Arkansas Democrat as route carrier. Entering the Navy January 9, 1943, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Radio 
School at Boston, Massachusetts. On sea duty for,more than three years, 
he made trips to the foreign ports of Newfoundland, Argentina, Iceland, 
Aruba and Curacco in Dutch East Indies, Bermuda, Cuba, Ireland, England, 
Eniwetok in the Marshalls, Guam, Okinawa, Subic Bay, Samar, Peleliu, 
Kwajalein, and Johnston Island. He participated in the campaign of Oki- 
nawa and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. He expects to 
receive a discharge on or about December 3, 1946, at which time he will 
return to his home in Little Rock. 
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THYDIOUS E. MARTIN 





T/Sgt. Guy D. McReynolds, son of T. J. and Emma McReynolds, was born 
at Hattieville, Arkansas, September 19, 1915. He received his education at 
Harding College, Searcy, and Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Afterwards he was employed as teacher, and as stock man by the Inter- 
national Harvester Company at Little Rock. Entering the Army Air 
Corps July 8, 1942, he received training at A.A.F. Radio School, Scott 
Field, Illinois, specializing for administrative specialist, and communica- 
tions chief. Departing from the United States January 18, 1948, he 
participated in the campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Southern 
France, Rome-Arno, North Apennines, Po Valley, and air combat over the 
Balkans. Sergeant McReynolds was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star 
and three Bronze Stars, American Service Ribbon, and Presidential Unit 
Citation. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Septpember 18, 





GUY D. McREYNOLDS 


Signalman 3/c John David Sanders, Jr., son of John D. Sanders and Mrs. 
Elsie H. Salmonat, was born in Little Rock January 20, 1923. He received 
his education in.the Little Rock Schools and enlisted in the Navy October 
23, 1940. Following boot training, he served aboard the US So earvis. 2 
destroyer, and participated in the Caledonia and Solomon Islands cam- 
paigns. In August, 1942, while engaged in combat near Guadalcanal, the 
Jarvis was sunk by enemy fire. Signalman Sanders was reported missing 
in action August 9, 1942, and was later officially reported dead. Among 
other decoration he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
Battle Stars denoting his engagements and the Purple Heart and Cer- 
tificate of Merit from Navy awarded posthumously. 





WILLIAM F. SHEOFEE 


[ 347 ] 


1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Ruth. 





JOHN D. SANDERS, JR. 


T/4 William Farris Sheofee, son of Salem Sheofee (mother deceased), was 
born August 3, 1914, at Mt. Vernon, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Conway High School, after which he was employed as sales- 
man by the Dillaha Fruit Co. Entering the Army Quartermaster Corps 
May 22, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, qualify- 
ing for cook. After serving seven months in the United States attached 
to 258th Quartermaster Service Bn., he departed December 29, 1942, for 
New Caledonia, and participated in the campaigns of Luzon and Southern 
Philippines. Sergeant Sheofee was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and two Bronze Service Stars, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, November Diem 4D, 
returning to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Madge. 
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Cpl. Elbert W. Orsburn, Jr., son of Susie Mae and Elbert W. Orsburn, Sr., ; 
ae born at Bloomer, Arkansas, May 21, 1924. He received hinveda - 
tion by attending Garland Grammar, West Side Junior, and Little Rock 
Senior High Schools, after which he was employed by Rainbow Cleaners 
and Reynolds Mining Co. Entering the Army Air Forces February 15, 19438, 
he received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, later attending 
Chanute Field Operators and Maintenance School where he qualifed for 
truck driver. Serving with the 97th Repair Squadron 10 months in the 
United States, he departed January 10, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater and was overseas for two years. Corporal Orsburn was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and Meritorious Service Unit Award. Returning to the 
United States January 13, 1946, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 20, 1946. He lives in Little Rock. 
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ELBERT W. ORSBURN, JR. _ 


Sgt. Clyde O. Wahlquist, Jr., son of Mabel and Clyde O. Wahlquist, Sy r 
was born at Parkin, Arkansas, March 3, 1920. He received his education 
by attending Wynne, Arkansas, Public Schools, after which he was em- 
ployed as linotype operator. Entering the Infantry March 4, 1943, he 
received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, specializing as heavy machine 
gunner. After two years’ service in the United States with Co. H, 342nd 
Infantry, he departed February 19, 1945, for the Kuropean-A frican-Middle 
Eastern theater and on August 21, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. 
Sergeant Wahlquist also participated in Central European campaigns. 
He qualified for Combat Infantryman’s Badge and, for meritorious ser- 
vices, was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct: Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon. Returning to the United States January 19, 1946, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 26, 1946. He and his wife, 
Frances Lorene, are the parents of a child. 





CLYDE O. WAHLQUIST, JR. 


T/Sgt. Arthur Milton Orsburn, son of Susie M. and Elbert W. Orsburn, 
was born November 23, 1918, in Gainesville, Texas, moving to Arkansas 
in 1922. He attended Garland Grammar School, West Side Junior High 
School, Little Rock Senior High School, and Little Rock Junior College, 
afterwards being employed as electrical salesman and electrician. Entering 
the Infantry and Ordnance Department September 11, 1944, he received 
basic training at Ft. McCellan, Alabama, qualifying as foreman of auto- 
motive shop and combat infantryman. Sergeant Orsburn departed Feb- 
ruary 10, 1945, for Germany and remained overseas for a year and four 
months, participating in campaigns of Rhineland and Central Europe. 
He spent eight months with the Army of Occupation and was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Occupation Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged June 1, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mildred, and their child. 





ARTHUR M. ORSBURN 


Cpl. DeWitt Dale Beeson, son of Mr. and Mrs. William W. Beeson, Sr., 
was born December 20, 1920, in Leola, Arkansas. He attended Malvern 
Public Schools, Henderson State College, and Denver University. Corporal 
Beeson entered the United States Army Infantry March 19, 1943, and 
received his basic training at Camp Wheeler, Georgia. He was a supply 
man and spent three years in Headquarters Company, I.R.T.C. He was 
honorably discharged February 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He 
and his wife, Sarah, and child, live in Malvern, Arkansas. 





DeWITT D. BEESON 
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Cpl. Darrell J. Allison, son of Mrs. Addie M. Allison, was born Septe 
eit. look, ti Perryville, Arkansas. He attended Perryville Per School 
- afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the Medical Department 

May 17, 1943, he received training at Brooke General Hospital, specializing 

in surgery. He served in the United States for two years as surgical 

technician in the Medical Department of Brooke General Hospital, Ft. Sam 

Houston, Texas, and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 

Ribbon, and Citation. After being honorably discharged April 11, 1946, 

at Brooke General Hospital, he returned to his home in Perryville. 





DARRELL J. ALLISON 


S/Sgt. Merrell L. Allison, son of Ferrell D. and Addie Allison, was born 
February 28, 1919, in Perryville, Arkansas. He attended Perryville High 
School, afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the Army October 
18, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, quali- 
fying as Infantry sharpshooter. He departed March 26, 1945, for Luzon 
and remained overseas for 10 months, participating in Asiatic-Pacific 
campaigns and the Philippine liberation. Sergeant Allison was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star. He spent four months with the Army of 
Occupation in Japan. After being honorably discharged February itey 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Perryville, where he lives with his 
wife, Era, and their two children. 





MERRELL L. ALLISON 
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Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c James Clarence Stephens, son of Charley 

Robert and Willie A. Stephens of Ferndale, was born April 24, 1924, at 
JAMES C. STEPHENS Levy, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Joe T. Robinson 
Public School. Enlisting in the Navy August 11, 1941, he received boot 
training at San Diego and attended Aviation Machinist School, Navy 
Pier, Chicago, qualifying as aviation machinist. After completing his 
training at Naval Air Base, Pensacola, he was stationed at Naval Air 
Station, Barber’s Point, Oahu, T. H. Returning to the United States 
October 29, 1945, he is now stationed on North Island, near San Diego, 
and ig remaining in the service. 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Charles Raymond Stephens, son of Charley 
Robert and Willie A. Stephens, was born February 6, 1922, at Little Rock. 
He attended the Joe T. Robinson Grammar School, after which he was 
employed by Cudahy Packing Co. and Swift and Co. as meat processor. 
Entering the Navy February 2 a2 ene received boot training at San 
Diego, and attended Aviation Machinist School, Navy Pier, Chicago, and 
Service Schools at Hollywood, Florida ; Virginia Beach, Virginia, and Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, qualifying for air crewman and gunner. After com- 
pleting his training in.the United States, he departed January 26, 1948, 
for Cuba, and the Southwest Pacific area, serving in New Guinea, Bis- 
marek Archipelago, Dutch East Indies, India, and Philippine liberation 
campaigns. He qualified for air combat crewman; received Presidential 
Unit Citation, Air Medal, and Good Conduct Ribbon, and is remaining 1n 
the service. He is married to the former Miss Joyce Marie Standridge. 





CHARLES R. STEPHENS 
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hilippines, China and Luzon 
the Air Medal with two Oak 
ic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
> Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
. He was released from active duty at Camp 
fee, Arkansas, March 12, 1946. His wife is 
ose Ellen Martin. 


- 2.—Lt. Comdr. Riley Burton Lane, Jr., is the son of 


Mr. and Mrs. Riley B. Lane of 424 Ash Street, 
Little Rock. Born at Little Rock, December 30, 
1917, he, attended Little Rock High School, Little 
Rock Junior College and the University of Arkansas. 
He was employed as an electrical engineer by the 
Arkansas Power and Light Co.’and the Mississippi 


Power and Light Co. before entering the Navy in 


March, 1942. Commander Lane attended the Naval 
Pre-Radar School at Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Maine, and the Naval Radar School at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. He specialized in the 
maintenance of fire control radar equipment and has 
served at the Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, and the Bureau of Ordnance of the Navy 
Department. He expects to be released from active 
service in September, 1946, at Washington, D. C. 
His wife is the former Annabell St. Clair. 


3.—1st Lt. Woodyard L. McDowell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Emmett E. McDowell, was born at Mt. Vernon, 
Arkansas, November 21, 1921. He received his 
education by attending Little Rock Senior High 
School and Texas Technological College three 
and a half years, after which he enlisted in the 
Army Air Force June 11, 1942. Receiving basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he attended 
Cadet Schools and graduated from Blackland A.A.F, 
at Waco, qualifying for pilot, B-25. After serving 
21 months with Training Command, he departed 
the United States November 14, 1944, for Attu, 
Alaska. Attached to 11th Air Force, Lieutenant 
McDowell participated in the air offensive against 
Japan and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, Air Medal, and Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross. He was relieved from 
active duty February 19, 1946, at San Antonio, 
Texas, and lives in Little Rock. 


4.—Warrant Officer (j. g.) Kirby Herbert Gay, son 
of Mrs. Mary Ann Gay of 218 West 22nd Street, 
Little Rock, was born at Smithville, Arkansas, Sep- 
tember 29, 1918. He graduated from Little Rock 
High. School in 1937, and was his father’s partner 
in the printing business’ until entering military 
service April 6, 1942. Assigned to the Signal Corps, 
he served his basic training at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, and attended the Radio Engineering In- 
stitute at Washington, D. C., the Southern Signal 
School at Camp Murphy, Florida, and the Royal 
Air Force Radio School at Bangalore, India, where 
he was sent in January, 1944. Overseas two years, 
he served with Company A, 571st Signal Aircraft 
Warning Bn., and the 558th Bn. throughout the 
India-Burma and Central Burma campaign. He was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was released from active 
service at Jefferson 
1946. 
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e and the University of. 
Arkansas, after which he was_ employed tie 
United States Engineers in Little Rock for three 


years and by Marion L. Crist & Associates for one 


year. He was a member of the Arkansas National 
Guard since 1937, and entered the Navy Seabees 
September 8, 1943. After receiving basic training 
at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, he served 
almost 22 months overseas with the Construction 
Battalion as chief carpenter’s mate (surveyor). He 
was honorably discharged from the service Novem- 
ber 20, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee, and lives in 


Little Rock with his wife, Ruby Jane, and their 


children. 


6.—Capt. Jerry Douglas Leach, son of Mrs. Virginia 
Jones Leach, was born July 2, 1920, at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, moving to Arkansas in 1922. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Pulaski Heights 
Grade School, Little Rock Junior and Senior High 
Schools, and Arkansas Polytechnic College. A former 
member of the National Guard, he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps October 7, 1948, at London England. 
He received basic training in Canada, qualifying for 
pilot and flight commander. Captain Leach par- 
ticipated in the air offensive over Europe, invasion 
of Normandy, and Southern France, Northern 
France and Rhineland campaigns. He was awarded 
the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air 
Medal and 12 Oak Leaf Clusters, European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, and 
Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Shreveport, (Barksdale Field), 
Louisiana, January 3, 1946. 


7.—Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c Henry F. Nicholson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Nicholson of Little Rock, 
was born at Texarkana, December 29, 1925. After 
graduating from high school, he entered the Navy 
September 1, 1943. Upon completion of his boot 
training at San Diego, California, he was sent to 
the Hospital Corps School at San Diego. In Febru- 
ary, 1944, he arrived in the Admiralty Islands and 
remained in the Pacific theater for a total of almost 
two years. Mate Nicholson took part in the Philip- 
pine, Okinawa and Iwo Jima campaigns, and holds 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon and_ the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, March 23, 1946. 


8.—Pfe. William C. Smith, son of Henry and Daisy 
Fletcher Smith of Little Rock, was born at Searcy, 
Arkansas, October 30, 1922. He attended the Searcy 
schools and Little Rock High School and was em- 
ployed at the Fisher Body Plant at Detroit, Mich- 
igan, until entering the Army February 16, 1948. 
Private Smith was sent to Ft. Bliss, Texas, for his 
basic training and became a heavy machine gunner. 
In August, 1943, he was sent with his unit, the 
114th Anti-Aireraft Gun Bn., to North Africa. 
Overseas 29 months, he saw action in the fighting 
in Northern France and the Rhineland campaigns. 
Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, he was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, January 13, 1946. 


9.—S/Set. Carroll E. Gates is the son of Carroll 
Edward and Stella Gates of Little Rock, where he 
~acteborn May) 20,) 1019.06 attended the Little 
Rock High School and Arkansas Tech at Russell- 
ville and was a salesman for the Diamond Match 
Co. until entering the Army June 19, 1941. He 
served his basic Infantry training period at Camp 
Roberts, California and was assigned to the 7th 
Infantry Division. In July, 1943, he was sent with 
his unit to the Aleutian Islands and served in the 
fighting in the Aleutians. He later was sent to 


Sarg 0 ge eeeres 
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fantryman Badge, Good Cond 
Purple Heart Medal for wound 
Marshall Islands and the Philippines. 
wounded seriously in the Philippines in Novembe 





1944, and was returned to this country for hospital- 


ization. Sergeant Gates was honorably discharged 
at Foster General Hospital, Jacksonville, Mississippi, 
June 19, 1945. He had served 20 months overseas. 


10.—Shipfitter 1/e Theodore Marion Gentry, son of 
Tobitha Gentry of 518 East 8th Street, Little Rock, 
was born at Ft. Smith, Arkansas. He was a water 
meter repairman until entering the Navy Seabees 
October 1, 1942. He was sent to Camp Allen at 
Norfolk, Virginia, for his boot training and later 
attended special schools at Gulfport, Mississippi. In 
December, 1942, he was sent with his unit, the 
Pontoon Assembly Detachment of the 77th Naval 
Construction Bn., to the Southwest Pacific theater. 
Shipfitter Gentry saw more than two and one-half 
years of overseas service in the Pacific and was 
honorably discharged at Boston, Massachusetts, 
October 8, 1945. His wife is the former Clara Sims. 


11.—T/Sgt. Edwin Willis DeLarzelere, son of Mrs. 
Al W. Kinsolving of 2700 N. Pierce Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Little Rock, January 8, 1912. He 
attended Little Rock High School and studied. com- 
mercial law from the University of Arkansas and 
was engaged in the butane gas business until he 
entered the Army Air Corps January 13, 1942. 
Sergeant DeLarzelere completed his basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Gunnery 
School at Wendover Field, Utah, Glider Pilot’s 
School at Amarillo, Texas, and Mechaniec’s School 
at Sheppard Field and Hays Army Flying School. 
After serving in this country with the 781st Bomber 
Sqdn., he was sent to Europe in February, 1943. 
His plane crashed in Trinidad and he rejoined his 
unit in Africa. Overseas more than 10 months, he 
took part in the Rome-Arno and Southern France 
campaigns and holds the European Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. 
He is also qualified as a glider pilot, aviation me- 
chanic, aerial engineer and gunner. Sergeant De- 
Larzelere was honorably discharged at the Air 
Force Convalescent Hospital, Ft. Logan, Colorado, 
March 6, 1945. 


12.—Machinist’s Mate 2/e Clark Fisher, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Clark Fisher of 2012 Abigail 
Street, Little Rock. Born at Little Rock, September 
5 ,1920, he attended Little Rock High School and 
was employed at Lake Village, Arkansas, before 
entering the military service June 28, 1942. He 
served his Navy boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, and after only five weeks in this country 
he was sent to take part in the invasion of North 
Africa. Overseas 18 months, he saw action in the 
invasions of Sicily and Italy and then served with 
the Atlantic patrol. This brave sailor was killed 
in action in the European theater. He was the 
holder of the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, the Presidential Unit Citation, the 
Navy Silver Star Ribbon and the Legion of Honor 
Medal. He also was awarded the Purple Heart 
posthumously. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Lillian Fisher, of St. Albans, New York. 


13.—Gunner’s Mate 1/c Karl Louis Fisher, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark Fisher, was born June 27, 1923, 
at Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Garland 
Grammar School, West Side Junior High and Little 
Rock Senior High Schools and was employed by 
the Collins Sheet Metal Co. of Little Rock prior 
to enlisting in the Navy October 4, 1940. He re- 
ceived boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
served in the Atlantic Fleet from January, 1941, 
to January, 1942, and from January, 1942, to Janu- 
ary, 1946, in the South Pacific, Central Pacific, and 


’ 1919, in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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14.—Seaman 1/c Glenn Woodrow Peeler, son 
and Mrs. John Sampson Peeler, 1512 Commerce 
Little Rock, was born at Bridgeport, Oklahoma, 
moved to Arkansas in 1934. Receiving his educatior 
in the Elk City, Oklahoma, public schools, he w 


employed as a plasterer and farmer until entering 
the Navy July 11, 1942. Upon completion. of his 
basic training at San Diego, California, he became ~ 


a gunner and was sent to the South Pacific area 


in September, 1942: Overseas 33 months, he took 


part in the fighting for Tarawa, the battle of Lin- 
gayen Gulf and the Philippine campaign and also 


served in the European theaters waters. Holder of | 


the Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged at Alameda, California, 
October 16, 1945. His wife is Miro Jean Peeler. 


15.—Cpl. Herschel Ray Peeler, son of Mrs. Jennie 
Susan Peeler, was born at Bridgeport, Oklahoma, 
October 16, 1923, moving to Arkansas in 1936. He 
received his education in the schools of Elk City, 
Oklahoma, and Cedar Creek and Havana, Arkansas, 
and entered the Army March 18, 1943. Following 
basic training at Camp Butner, North Carolina, he 
was assigned as a driver to the 270th Field Ar- 
tillery Bn. On April 6, 1944, he departed for the 
European theater with his unit, serving more than 
20 months overseas and participating in the Rhine- 
land, Central Europe, Ardennes, Normandy, and 
Northern France campaigns. He also served seven 
months with the Army of Occupation. Among his 
awards were the European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars and the Sharpshooter’s Medal 
(carbine). He was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, December 23, 1945, and 
returned to Little Rock. 


16.—Petty Officer Herman P. Harvey, son of Mrs. 
M. F. Alves of Seattle, Washington, was born July 
9, 1923, in Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Public Schools and was in the Little Rock. High 
School Band. Petty Officer Harvey entered the 
United States Navy in February, 1941. No further 
details regarding the service record of Herman Har- 
vey were furnished. 


17.—Pfe. Charles M. Harvey, son of Mrs. M. F. 
Alves of Seattle, Washington, was born June 11, 
1921, in Arkansas. He attended Little Rock Public 
Schools and entered the Marine Corps January 12, 
1942. His wife is Dorothy L. Harvey. No further 
details regarding Private Harvey’s service record 
were furnished. 


18.—I1st Lt. Charles G. Kleinschmidt, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles C. Kleinschmidt, was born January 26, 
He attended Catho- 
lic High School and Draughon’s School of Business, 
afterwards being engaged as assistant personnel 
director for the Lummus Company. Entering the 
Air Corps July 10, 1942, he received basic training 
at Santa Ana, California, and attended Officer Can- 
didate School and A.A.F. Photographic School, 
qualifying as aerial photo officer, adjutant, pistol 
expert, and carbine sharpshooter. After serving for 
nearly three years in the United States with Head- 
quarters, Western Flying Training Command, Santa 
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nd holds the Presidential Unit Citation and also 
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‘matic rifle. He is also an expert mortarman. After 
service with the Army of Occupation of Japan, he 


was returned to this country and was honorably 
ee ag at San Diego, California, November 9, 
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1.—Pfc. Wassell Leslie Burgess, son of William 
Jennings and Dova Mable Burgess, was born Sep- 
tember 9, 1922, at Little Rock. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Little Rock High School and 
Ouachita Baptist College. Entering the Army Air 
Forces October 25, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later attended 
service schools at Amarillo; Burbank; Las Vegas, 
Nevada; Chanute Field, Illinois; and MacDill Field, 
Tampa, Florida, and Keaney, Nebraska, qualifying 
for hydraulic specialist. After serving two years 
attached to 485th A.A.F., he was honorably dis-.° 
charged at Scott Field, Illinois, December 20, 1945. 
Sergeant Burgess received American Theater Rib- 
bon and Victory Medal. 2 


2.—Pfc. Oliver B. Derrington, son of Mrs. Charles 
A. Derrington, was born September 11, 1907, at 
Hoxie, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending West Side and Little Rock High Schools, 
after which he was employed by the Standard-Qil _ 
Company, Goddard Laundry, and LaFayette Garage. * 
A member of the National Guard since 1924, he . 
entered the Regular Army February 20, 1942, re- | 
ceiving basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. By 
attending Cook’s and Baker’s School at Pine Camp, 
New York, he qualified for cook and baker. After 
serving in the United States almost two years, he 
was sent to the European theater attached to 4th 
Armored Division, December 29, 1943. Private Der- 
rington served in Northern France, Rhineland, Cen- 
tral Europe, Ardennes, and Germany, and was 
awarded five Bronze Stars, Presidential Citation, 
and Good Conduct Medal. After serving five months 
with the Army of Occupation, he returned to the 
United States October 14, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, October 21, 1945. 
He lives in Little Rock with his wife, Grace. 


3.—1st Lt. Clyde Oliver Campbell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James J. Hooker, was born October 9, 1920, 
in Mellwood, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School and the University of Arkansas. Enter- 
ing the Air Corps in July, 1941, he received training 
at Ellington Field, Texas, and Kelly Field, Texas, 
and graduated at Midland Army Air Field, Texas, 
in July, 1948. Lieutenant Campbell qualified as 
bombardier and served for two years in the United 
States attached to training groups. Departing in No- 
vember, 1943, for Italy, he served overseas for a 
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ry service, Feb- 
) sutenant Bowles completed his 
if ng in the Army Air Corps at Kelly 
Field, Texas, and received his flight training at Ft. 
Worth, Texas. He attended the Engineers Officer 


Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and was 


commissioned there. He attended the Officer’s 
Cadre Course at that post and the Pioneer Course 
at Camp Hood, Texas, and then was transferred 
back to the Air Corps, where he became a navigator 
after training at Maxwell Field, Alabama; Tyndall 
Field, Florida, and San Marcos, Texas. Lieutenant 
Bowles was sent to the European theater in January, 
1945, and saw almost six months of overseas service 
with the 754th Bomber Sqdn. He took part in the 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
and the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars. He was placed on inactive duty at Gowen 
Field, Idaho, November 22, 1945. His wife is Maurina 
Juanita Bowles. 


22 


year and was killed in action on his 48th mission. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Silver Star, Air Medal with nine Clusters, European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Stars, 
and the Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived 
by his parents, who live in Little Rock. 


4.—1st Lt. Frederick Campbell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James J. Hooker, was born November 25, 1921, 
in Little Rock. He attended Little Rock High 
School, Columbia Military Academy, and University 
of Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps in March, 
1942, he received training at Thunderbird Field, 
Marana Air Field, and Marfa Air Field, graduating 
as second lieutenant in April, 19438, and qualifying 
as pilot. After serving in the United States for a 
year and nine months, Lieutenant Campbell de- 
parted in December, 1943, for England, and _ re- 
mained overseas for six months, being injured in 
a plane crash. He was honorably discharged De- 
cember, 1944, at Dallas, Texas, and returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Jean, and 
their child. 


5.—Lt. Miles W. Proctor, son of Miles Somers Proc- 
tor of 2415 Izard Street, Little Rock, was born at 
Hazen, Arkansas, November 10, 1917. He attended 
the Missouri School of Mines and entered the United 
States Navy in March, 1943. Lieutenant Proctor 
served his basic training period at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and then attended the Stevedore and 
Chemical Warfare Schools. He was assigned to 
duty with the Seabees and has served with the 
108th and 26th Naval Construction Battalions. In 
September, 1944, he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific theater and there saw service on the Islands 
of Guam, Ulithi and Yap. Overseas more than 15 
months, he was returned to the.United States and 
was released from active duty March 21, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


6.—1st Lt. John B. McCann, son of Mrs. Constance 
L. McCann, 2415 Izard Street, Little Rock, was born 
at Ft. Smith November 9, 1916. He attended Little 
Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, 
Washington University and the University of Illi- 
nois, receiving his B.A. degree and his M.A. degree 
in 1941. Lieutenant McCann entered the military 
service in 1941 and completed his basic training 
period at Camp Wolters, Texas. He then attended 
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odore N. Farquharson, son of Mr. and 
Farquharson, was born March 21, 1920, 
on, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
hool, afterwards being employed by Fisher 
Aircraft Corporation in Memphis, Tennessee. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Forces March 15, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended P.O.G.T. School at Lowry Field, Colorado, 
ualifying as central fire control specialist. Private 

‘arquharson served in the United States for more 
than two years with the 234th A.A.F. Battalion and 
is still in the service. His wife, Marietta, and their 
children, live in Little Rock. 


8.—Capt. Albert Bruton Farquharson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Orville Farquharson, was born March 13, 
1917, at Harrison, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Harrison High School and Lit- 
tle Rock Junior College. He was employed as civil 
engineer by the U. S. Engineers at Little Rock 
prior to entering the service. Enlisting in the Army 
Air Force April 27, 1941, he received basic training 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma; Brady, Texas, and Kelly Field. 
By attending Army Air Forces Pilot School, he 
qualified for two-engine fighter pilot. After training 
in the United States, Captain Farquharson de- 
parted January 23, 1942, for Australia, and par- 
ticipated in Guadalcanal and Northern Solomon 
Island campaigns. He qualified for fighter pilot 
December 12, 1941; pistol marksman in June, 1942; 
aerial gunner in January, 1945, and in fixed gun- 
nery, October, 1943. He was awarded the Silver 
Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, and Air Medal, 
and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
November 30, 1945. Captain Farquharson and his 
wife, Lorene, live in Little Rock with their child. 


9.—Pfc. Tillman M. Goodman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Goodman, was born April 5, 1921, at Little 
Rock. He received his education by attending 
Rightsell Grade School and West Side Junior High 
School. Entering the Army Field Artillery, August 
19, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. After training 16 months, Private 
Goodman departed the United States in December, 
1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He served in 
the New Guinea campaign and Philippine Liberation 
and was killed in action February 7, 1945, near Asta, 
Luzon. He was posthumously awarded two Cam- 
paign Ribbons, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, the 
Purple Heart, and Silver Star. He is survived by his 
parents, who live in Little Rock. 


10.—Segt. Julius Donald Ford, son of Mrs. Mary 
Alice Ford, was born September 14, 1919, at Car- 
lisle, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Girard, Illinois, Grade School and Beebe, 
Arkansas, High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as construction worker. Enlisting in _the 
Army Air Forces September 18, 1941, he received 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks and later at- 
tended service school at Chanute, Illinois, qualifying 
for airplane engine mechanic. Attached to 44th 
Bomber Group he departed September 5, 1942, for 
England. After regrouping, he was in action against 
the enemy in Sicily, Naples, Foggia-Rome, Arno, 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe, and in the air offensive over 
Europe. Sergeant Ford was awarded the American 
Defense Service Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with one Silver Star and four Bronze 
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11.—Sgt. William D. Hennick, son of Gertrude 
Annie and William D. P. Henick, was born October 
23, 1916, at Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas 
in 1918. He graduated from Little Rock High 
School in 1934 and enlisted in the Armed Forces 
January 20, 1941, at Los Angeles, California. At- 
tached to Co. F, 1st Armored Division, he received 
basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and later 
attended Gunnery School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
qualifying for tank commander and tank driver. 
Completing his training in the United States, 
Sergeant Henick departed October 15, 1942, for 
North Africa where he participated in the invasion 
of | Algeria, French Morocco, and Tunisian cam- 
paigns. He received the Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon, Europen-African-Middle East- 
ern Campaign Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and 
World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the 
United States September 23, 1943, for a surgical 
operation, he was a patient at Ashburn General 
Hospital, McKinney, Texas, for 10 months and re- 
ceived an honorable discharge August 27, 1945. 


12.—T/5 William Hansen (Billy) Maack, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William H. Maack, was born December 7, | 
1920, at Little Rock. He attended Robert E. Lee 
Grammar, Pulaski Heights Junior High, and Little 
Rock Senior High Schools and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College at Russellville, after which he was em- 
ployed by the U. S. Engineers and as a policeman. 
Entering the Army Ordnance (heavy motive tanks) 
September 2, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Perry, Ohio, later attending Springfield Ord- 
nance School, Springfield, Massachusetts, where he 
qualified for automotive mechanic. Completing his 
training in the United States, he departed January 
9, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations 
and participated in the campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central 
Europe. He was awarded five Bronze Stars, the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to 
the United States November 11, 1945, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, November 27, 
1945. 


13.—S/Sgt. Charles O. McCann, son of Mrs. Con- 
stance McCann of Little Rock, was born at Spiro, 
Oklahoma, July 16, 1918, and moved to Arkansas 
in 1932. He attended Little Rock High School, 
Sewannee Military Academy and Hendrix College 
before entering the military service June 13, 1940. 
Sergeant McCann served his basic training period 
at Ft. Lewis, Washington, and then attended the 
Radio and Communications School. In December, 
1942, he arrived with his unit, the 6th Ranger In- 
fantry Battalion in New Guinea. Overseas a total 
of more than 31 months, he took part in the Luzon, 
Southern Philippines and New Guinea campaigns, 
and won the Bronze Star Medal, the Combat In- 
fantryman Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with two Stars, American Defense Service Rib- 
bon, the Good Conduct Medal and the Expert’s 
Medal for the rifle, submachine gun and machine 
gun. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, August 16, 1945. 


14.—Pfc. George William Niblock, son of Nellie and 
Freeman John Niblock, was born January 28, 1926, 
in Little Rock. He attended Garland, West Side 
Junior High, and Little Rock High Schools, being 
a member of the “Tiger” Band, after which he was 
employed by J. B. Cook Auto Machine Co. and Mis- 
souri Pacific Transportation Co. Entering the 
Marine Corps March 29, 1944, he received boot train- 
ing at Camp Matthews, San Diego, California, and 
attended Military Police School in Pearl Harbor. 










iblock 
participating in the Okina 
Amphibious Corps and also se I 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbor 
one Battle Star and eight Unit Commendations 
the 1st Military Police Bn. Sent to Tientsin, Chi 


Bo 
September 18, 1945, Private Niblock was with the. 


first Marines ‘to land in North China. He is se in, 
the service. 


15.—Ist Lt. Mace T. Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. F. Owen, was born April 8, 1919, at Hermitage, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Arkansas College and University of Arkansas, after 
which he was employed as bookkeeper. Entering 
the Army Air Corps October 1, 1942, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi. Later 
attending service schools in Chicago and Madison, 
Wisconsin, and Officer Candidate School at Miami 


_ ping department of a manv 


Beach, Florida, he specialized as adjutant. After — 


serving two years attached to 37th Photo Ren. Sqdn., 
he departed the United States October 21, 1944, 
for Naples, Italy, and served in the Po Valley, 
Rhineland, Rome-Arno, Balkan, and Central Europe 
campaigns. Lieutenant Owen received the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with five 
Bronze Service Stars and Unit Citation. He was 
honorably discharged at Drew Field, Florida, Novem- 
ber 12, 1945. 


16.—2nd Lt. Robert Carroll Owen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. F. Owen of Little Rock, was born June 22, 
1915, in Hermitage, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Hermitage High School and attended Arkansas A. 
& M. College at Monticello for two years, afterwards 
being engaged as a schoolteacher for four years, 
insurance agent, and inspector for the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue for three years. Entering the 
Medical Administrative Corps March 10, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and attended M.A.C. Officer Candidate School at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas. He qualified as military 
instructor and as expert with M-1 rifle and carbine. 
Lieutenant Owen served more than two years at the 
personnel centers at Camp Robinson and Camp 
Chaffee; at Ft. Lewis, Washington, and at Hq. 
Separation Center, Camp Beale, California. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Medal. He expects to be dis- 
charged June 30, 1946. His wife, Lois, and their 
children live in Little Rock. 


17.—Maj. George R. Steinkamp, son of Mrs. Sophie 
R. Steinkamp, was born March 18, 1916, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High 
School, Little Rock Junior College, and University 
of Arkansas School of Medicine, afterwards being 
engaged as a physician. Entering the Medical 
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18.—Cpl. Judd wwies _Elr 
W. W. Elrod, was born A 
Rock, Arkansas. He atten 

Schools, afterwards being | e 


in Little Rock. Enlisting in th 
8, 1942, he received boot training 
California, qualifying as flame throv 
tached to H. & S. Co., 2nd Marine Din 
departed in October, 1942, for New Zealand 
South Pacific and remained overseas for more 
two years. 
Saipan, and Tinian Islands, also serving in Hawaii. 


Corporal Elrod returned to the United States in 


January, 1945, and was stationed at Norfolk Navy 
Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia. 


home in Little Rock. 


19.—Pvt. Richard Wilson Tooley, son of Geneva and 
Frank Tooley, was born April 21, 1928, in Little 
Rock. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock Public Schools, afterwards being employed as 
machinist apprentice at the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
Shops. Entering the Navy March 21, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at San Diego, California, and 
served with the 5th Amphibious Corps until re- 
ceiving a medical discharge August 11, 1944. He 
lives in Little Rock. 


20.—Specialist 1/c I .L. Welton, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. I. L. Welton, Sr., of Little Rock, was born 
March 31, 1921, at Little Rock. He attended Little 
Rock High School and was employed at the Griffin- 
Leggett Funeral Home and by the Employment 
Security Division of the Arkansas Department of 
Labor. Entering the Navy September 4, 1942, he 
received his boot training at the Washington, D. C., 
Navy Yard, and became a business machine oper- 
avommen July, 1948, he was sent to the Pacific 
theater and remained overseas for more than 27 
months. Specialist Welton is an expert rifleman 
and was a member of the Fleet Radio Unit Pacific 
Rifle Team. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon, Navy Commendation and 
three Unit Citations, he was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, March 8, 1946. 


He participated in campaigns of Tarawa, A 


After being honor- © 
ably discharged June 8, 1946, he returned to his 
























ph 


nas 








23 


PLATE 





He was awarded European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Distinguished 
Unit Badge, and Allied Colors Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged December 20, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Virginia Ann. 


2.—Ist Lt. Fred L. Adair, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
and Eva Adair, was born August 20, 1923, at Bige- 
low, Arkansas. He graduated from the Little Rock 
Grade and High Schools, after which he was em- 
ployed 15 months by the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., Little Rock. Entering the Marine Corps 
July 22, 1942, he received boot training at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, and later by attending Navy Flight 
Schools qualified for dive bomber pilot. After com- 
pleting his training in the United States he de- 
parted June 17, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
where he was engaged in patrol duty for 14 months. 
Lieutenant Adair was honorably discharged at 
Cherry Point, North Carolina, March 16, 1946. He 
lives in Little Rock with his wife, Martha. 


3.—Pfc. James E. Huie, Jr., is the son of James E. 
and Bertha Huie, 2308 South Valmar, Little Rock. 
Born at Morrilton, Arkansas, March 25, 1925, he 
graduated from Little Rock High School in 1942 
and entered the Army Air Corps September 9, 
1943. After completing his basic training at Shep- 
pard Field, Texas, he received special training at 
Salt Lake City, Utah; Rapid City, South Dakota; 
Phoenix, Arizona, and Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, and 
also attended the Gunnery School at Kingman, Ari- 
zona, where he received his gunner’s wings. He 
served as a gunner and also as a typist and medical 
technician during his two and one-half years of 
military service. Holder of the Good Conduct 
Medal and the Sharpshooter’s Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, April ioe. 
1946. 


4.—Lt. D. B. Hill, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. D. B. 
Hill, Sr., was born February 11, 1918, in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1920. He 
graduated from Stanford University in 1939, after 
which he was engaged as a partner in the D. B. 
Hill Construction Co. Entering the Naval Con- 
struction Battalion August 20, 1942, he received 
boot training at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia, and 
was attached to the 27th U. S. Naval Construction 
Bn. He departed November 27, 1942, for the 
Solomon Islands and April 16, 1945, for Okinawa. 
Overseas for two years and eight months, he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Guadalcanal, Southern 
Solomons and Okinawa. Lieutenant Hill was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and three 
Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged January 
26, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to 
his home in Little Rock. 


5.—Sgt. John Marshall Goin, son of 
John Christopher Goin, was born 
1918, at England, Arkansas. 
High School and Draughon’s Business College at 
Little Rock, after which he was associated with 
Goin’s Dry Goods Store, Little Rock. A member of 
the National Guard since January 17, 1940, he 
entered the Regular Army Air Corps September 
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6.—Segt. James T. Williams, Jr., son of Mr. 
James T. Williams, Sr., 
Little Rock, was born 
August 15, 1924. He 
School and entered the 
15, 1943. He completed 
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at Van Buren, Arkansas, 
attended Little Rock High 


his basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, and became a squad leader in 
the Infantry. In July, 1943, he was sent to the 
Pacific theater and was assigned to Company K, 
35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division of the 6th 
Army. He saw service in New Caledonia and then 
fought with his unit throughout the Northern 
Solomons, Vella Levella and Luzon campaigns and 
later took part in the occupation of Japan. Overseas 
30 months, he was wounded on Luzon and was 
awarded the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 10, 
1945. 


7.—Fireman 1/c Edwin Ray Bruton, son of Mrs. 
Sydney Pearl Duck, was born at Shreveport, Lou- 
isiana, July 11, 1924. He received his education 
in the Little Rock Schools and was employed by 
Ruebel’s Funeral Home, Little Rock, prior to his 
entrance into the Merchant Marine in December, 
1942. He received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and after 16 months’ service was trans- 
ferred to the Navy March 18, 1944. Receiving a 
medical discharge March 19, 1945, at Sun Valley 
Convalescent Hospital, Sun Valley, Idaho, he re- 
turned to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, 
Blanche Evelyn. 


8.—Cpl. Wesley F. Mullins, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George F. Mullins, was born February 21, 1921, 
at Little Rock. After attending Little Rock High 
School, he enlisted in the armed forces December 
11, 1939, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson, 
and qualifying for automotive mechanic. Attached 
to Co. A, 608rd Tank Destroyer Bn., he departed 
from the United States April 10, 1944, for the 
European theater. Corporal Mullins participated in 
the invasion of Normandy, Northern France, and 
Central Europe. He received Expert Rifleman’s 
Medal January 15, 1940, and was awarded the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon 
and American Defense Ribbon. Returning to the 
United States February 14, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Lewis Washington. He lives in 
Little Rock with his wife, Dorothy May. 


9.—T/Sgt. John Dowell McRae, son of Mrs. Maude 
Campbell McRae, was born January 27, 1924, in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School and the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Entering the Army Air Forces June 
15, 1942, he received basic training as aviation 
cadet at San Antonio, Texas. He attended Radio 
School and received pilot, bombardier, and navigator 
training at Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Sweetwater, 
Texas, and Childress, Texas, qualifying as radio 
operator (bombardier-navigator), gunner, and crew 
member. Sergeant McRae departed May 30, 1944, 
for England and participated in campaigns of 
Northern France, Southern France, and the Rhine- 
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departed September 12, 
Sergeant 
Hendricks qualified as marksman with .45 caliber 
He was wounded in 
action at Catonia, Sicily, June 9, 1948, and for 
meritorious service was awarded the Purple Heart, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, Silver 
Star, Air Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Distinguished Unit adge, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, American Defense Ribbon, 
and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, October 6, 1945, and 
lives in Little Rock. 


11.—Pfe. Jack L. O’Neal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wars: 
O’Neal, was born November 1, 1923, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School 
and Junior College. Entering the Cavalry February 
14, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, qualifying as assistant light tank driver, 
rifle marksman, and first class gunner with anti. 
tank gun. After spending six months in the United 
States with the 53rd Inf. Rep. Trng. Bn., Private 
O’Neal departed August 10, 1944, for England and 
the European Theater of Operations. Overseas for 
a year and eight months, he participated in the 
campaigns of Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe, also serving in Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Germany, and Czechoslovakia. He 
spent 11 months with the Army of Occupation in 
Germany and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
European Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Cam- 
paign Stars, Victory Ribbon, and Distinguished Unit 
Badge. After being honorably discharged April 
19, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he re- 
turned to Little Rock. 


12.—Private Joe F. Hudson, Jr., son of J. Finas 
Hudson and Lois Booe Hudson of 125 North Pine 
Street, Little Rock, was born at Cabot, Arkansas, 
March 31, 1916. After graduating from Little 
Rock High School in 1935, he was employed by the 
Pyramid Life Insurance Company and is still con- 
nected with that company. Private Hudson entered 
the military service April 18, 1942, and was as- 
signed to the Field Artillery. Sent to Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, for his basic training, he served there 
for two months and was then honorably discharged 
at Ft. Sill June 19, 1942. He and his wife, the 
former Willie Marie Randolph, are the parents of 
one son. 


13.—S/Sgt. James Leroy Hudson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. F. Hudson, was born January 6, 1913, cat 
Cabot, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock Senior 
High School, afterwards being employed by Goodyear 
Tire and Service Co. and Chevrolet Division, Gen- 
eral Motors Parts Corp., Little Rock. He entered 
the Army Air Force July 8, 1942, at Camp Robinson, 
receiving basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas. 
By attending Air Corps Radio School, Truax Field, 
Madison, Wisconsin, and Overseas Training School 
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perator-Mechanics. After serving with 
‘ir Transport Command, he departed July 19, 1944 
for Waller Field, Trinidad, British West ihe an 
French West Africa. He Was awarded the Ameri- 
can Theater and European Theater Ribbons and 
Victory Ribbon. After serving 14 months overseas, 
he returned to the United States September 28, 
1945, and was honorably discharged December 4, 
1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana. He 
returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his 
wife, Kathleen Lucille. 


14.—Segt. Mervin Ralph Cagle, son of John E. and 
Elsie P, Cagle, was born May 6, 1915, at Bigelow, 
Arkansas, He attended Pulaski Heights Grammar 
and Junior High Schools, Little Rock Senior High 
School, and Arkansas Polytechnic College, Rus- 
sellville, after which he was employed as electrician 
by the Arkansas Power and Light Co. Enlisting in 
the Army Signal Corps, June 19, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, and 
attended Radio Operators and Radio Repairman’s 
Schools, qualifying for radio mechanic, Attached 
to 1004th Signal Company, 79th Service Group, he 
departed June 1, 1943, for England. Sergeant Cagle 
received rifle Marksmanship Medal March Oo eLOASe 
He participated in the American Theater campaign 
and European-African-Middle Eastern campaign and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished 
Unit Badge, and Croix de Guerre with Palm Order 
No. 44 French AF. After serving almost three 
months with the Army of Occupation, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, De- 
cember 11, 1945, returning to Little Rock, where 
he lives with his wife, Joan Mary. 


15.—M/Sgt. John E. Cagle, Jr., son of John E. 
Cagle, Sr., and Elsie Pearl Cagle, was born January 
10, 1922, at Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Little Rock Public Schools and Little Rock Junior 
College, after which he was employed in assistant 
engineer’s office, Missouri Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, Little Rock. Entering the Coast Artillery 
September 19, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Hulen, Texas, specializing for operations 
noncommissioned officer. After serving over a 
year in the United States, he departed October 
27, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he 
served in New Guinea, Southern Island, and Philip- 
pine Islands campaigns. He qualified for carbine 
marksman, and was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, and Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star. Re- 
turning to the United States January 12, 1946, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- 
ary 20, 1946. 



















16.—Seaman Kenneth E. Fielder, son of Mrs. O. V. 
Fielder of 1222 Rock Street, Little Rock, was born 
April 16, 1921. He attended Little Rock Public 
Schools and was employed in defense work in the 
American Aluminum Company in Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, He entered the United States Navy July 
8, 1942, and received his boot training at Alameda, 
California. No further details on Seaman Fielder’s 
service record were furnished. 


17.—Seaman Gerald D. Fielder, son of Mrs. O. V. 
Fielder of 1222 Rock Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
was born July 2, 1926, in Arkansas. He attended 
Little Rock Public Schools, graduating from high 
school and was employed by the Arkansas Democrat. 
He entered the United States Naval Air Corps No- 
vember 26, 1943, and received his boot training 
at Dallas, Texas. No further details regarding 
the service record of Seaman Fielder were furnished. 


18.—Cadet James Bartlett Burns, son of Mrs. 
Myrtle Collard Burns, was born May 15, 1916, at 
Batesville, Arkansas. He received his education 



















19.—S/Segt. Jack H. Burns, son ee Mrs. Myrtle C. and 
the late Bartley L. Burns, was born May 26, 1922, 
at Batesville, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Batesville Grade School and Little 
Rock Junior and Senior High Schools, after which 
he was employed by Maumelle and Arkansas Ord- 
nance Plants, and at Camp Chaffee. Entering the 
Army Air Corps September 10, 1942, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and 
later received radio training at Scott Field and 
control tower training at Chanute Field, Illinois. 
After serving one year attached to 433rd Troop 
Carrier Group, he departed from the United States 
September 23, 19438, for New Guinea. He served in 
the campaigns of New Guinea, Biak, and the Philip- 
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1.—Chief Gunner’s Mate Walter Eugene Butler, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Miltona, was born at Little 
Rock, January 14, 1920. He received his education 
by attending Little Rock High School, after which 
he was employed as carpenter’s helper. Enlisting 
in the Navy January 16, 1939, he received boot 
training at Norfolk, Virginia, and by attending Fleet 
Mine School, Electric Hydraulic School, and Gun- 
ner’s Mate School, qualified for gunner. He re- 
eeived Expert Rifleman’s Medal in October, 1940. 
After 21 months’ service in the United States, Mate 
Butler served five years in the Aleutian and Asiatic- 
Pacific theaters and participated in battles of Attu 
and Kiska in the Aleutian Islands, Marshall Is- 
lands campaign, and battles of Saipan and Tinian 
of the Marianas Islands. He received an honorable 
discharge at San Diego, September 30, 1945, and 
lives in Little Rock with his wife, Mary Nell, and 
their child. 


2.—_S/Set. John A. Vogler, son of Mrs. Bertha M. 
Vogler, of 1301 Barber Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
was born December 18, 1920 in Arkansas. He at- 
tended Little Rock Catholic Schools and Draughon’s 
Business College and was employed as a_book- 
keeper for Mayflower Dairy. Sergeant Vogler 
entered the United States Army June 6, 1941. No 
further details regarding his service record were 
furnished. 


3.—S/Set. Richard L. Lewis, son of Elida M. and 
the late Richard L. Lewis, was born at Little Rock, 
January 24, 1922. He completed his education by 
graduating from Little Rock High School, after 
which he was employed as clerk by Faulkner’s 
Wholesale Grocery, Little Rock. Entering the Army 
October 8, 1942, at Camp Robinson, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, qualify- 
ing as administrative noncommissioned officer. He 
received Sharpshooter’s Medal for his proficiency 
in the use of the carbine. After training in the 
United States, he was sent to Borinquen Field, 
Puerto Rico, January 14, 19438. Sergeant Lewis 
served overseas for two years and eight months 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged December 1, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, and returned to Little Rock. 


4.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c George Thomas Butler is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Miltona of Little Rock, 
where he was born December 21, 1925. He was 
educated at Little Rock High School and was 
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employed by the Reynolds Rubber Stamp Company 
before entering the United States Navy September 
27, 1943. He completed his basic training at San 
Diego, California, and then attended the Gunnery 
School at Great Lakes, Illinois. After one and one- 
half years in this country as a gunnery instructor, 
he was sent to the South Pacific theater and 
served with the famous 3rd Fleet throughout his 
nine months overseas. He saw action in the Pacific 
and served a short time with the Army of Occupa- 
tion of Japan. Mate Butler was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, February 2, 1946. 
He and his wife, Lillian Martha, have a child. 


5.—Fireman Frank J. Vogler, son of Mrs. Bertha 
M. Vogler of 1301 Barber Street, Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, was born May 9, 1917, in Arkansas. He at- 
tended Little Rock Catholic Schools and was a service 
station operator. He entered the United States 
Marine Corps May, 1942. No further details re- 
garding the service record of Fireman Vogler were 
furnished. 


6.—Maj. Jesse Rozelle Core, III, son of Jesse R. 
Core, Jr., and Adalaide McCammon Core, was born 
at Pine Bluff, December 11, 1920. Graduating from 
Pine Bluff High School, he attended University 
of Arkansas and Southern Methodist University, 
after which he was employed by the Simmons Na- 
tional Bank of Pine Bluff. Entering the Air Corps 
Reserve January 21, 1942, he received basic training 
at Goodfellow Field, Kelly Field, and Moore Field, 
and by attending Millville, New Jersey, Fixed Gun- 
nery School and RAF- AAF Liaison School, Naples, 
Italy, qualified for pilot, commanding officer and 
operations officer. He was sent to Casablanca, 
French Morocco, February 11, 1943, where he par- 
ticipated in Moroccan occupation, Tunisian campaign, 
reduction of Pantelleria, Sicilian and Italian cam- 
paigns, Southern France and Apennines campaigns, 
and air offensive over Germany, flying 140 combat 
missions in two tours of overseas combat and staff 
duty. Major Core qualified for pilot October 9, 
1942; expert aerial gunner. (fixed), January, 1943, 
and member of RAF-AAF ‘Winged Boot” in March, 
1943. For meritorious service he was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal and 60 Oak 
Leaf Clusters, American Theater Ribbon with Star, 
Invasion Arrowhead, European Theater Ribbon with 
eight Battle Stars, and La Medale d’Afrique du 
Nord. After spending one month in occupation 









a, qualifying as pilot 
gs on June 1, 1948. After 

ates for a year with the 

Command, he departed July 2, 
west Pacific and participated in 
New Guinea, Bismarck Sea, and 

yines. Lieutenant Fulmer was awarded 
ial Unit Citation, Air Medal, and Silver 
ar. He was honorably discharged October 21, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his 
~ home in Little Rock. 


8.—Chief Watertender William Powell Butler, son 

of Mrs. Leon Miltona, was born at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, November 13, 1921. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Garland, West Side Junior High, 
and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the 
Navy January 16, 1939, he received boot training 
at Norfolk, Virginia, and attended Fuel Oil School 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Departing the United 
States in October, 1941, he spent over three years 
overseas and participated in the Alaskan, Mar- 
shall Islands, Marianas, and Philippine Islands cam- 
paigns. He was honorably discharged at)» New Or- 
leans, September 2, 1945, and resides in Little Rock 
with his wife, Evelyn. 

















9.—Sgt. Thomas D. Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Clifford Adams, was born at Center, Texas, 
December 7, 1923, moving to Arkansas in 1929. He 
received his education by attending McRae Gram- 
mar, Fourth Street Junior High, Pulaski Heights 
Junior High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools. 
Entering the Army Air Corps January 7, 1943, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
later attending Service Schools at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and Indianapolis, Indiana, where he qualified for 
aerial engineer, B-25. After serving three years 
with the Air Forces, Sergeant Adams received an 
honorable discharge at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, 
December 2, 1945. He and his wife, Helen Marie, 
live in Little Rock with their child. 


10.—Watertender 2/c Edward Joseph Vogler, son of 
Marie and Edward Joseph Vogler, was born June 
19, 1924, in Ellington, Missouri, moving to Arkansas 
in 1925. He attended Pulaski Heights Grammar and 
Junior High School and Little Rock High School, 
afterwards being employed as lineman helper. 
Entering the Navy October 11, 1942, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended 
Diesel School at Columbia, Missouri, and Oil Burn- 
ing School at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, specializing 
in boilers. He served overseas for more than two 
years, participating in the capture and occupation of 
the Gilbert Islands (Tarawa, Makin, and Apemana) ; 
capture and occupation of the Marshall Islands; 
occupation of Saipan; major engagement with large 
Japanese carrier task force west of the Marianas; 
strikes against Rabaul, Nauru Island, Truk, Tinian, 
Saipan, Palau, Yap, Woleai, and Caroline Islands; 
strike against Hollandia and Wakde, and strikes 
against Rota, Pagan, and Guam. After being honor- 
ably discharged March 24, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


11.—M/Set. Huie Ellis Benson, son of the late J. W. 
Benson of McGehee, Arkansas, was born at Boydel, 
Arkansas, September 8, 1917. He was educated at 
McGehee High School and enlisted in the Marine 
Corps August 18, 1937, Sergeant Benson completed 
his boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina. 
He was stationed at Norfolk, Virginia, for six 
years and in January, 1944, was sent to the South 
Pacific. Sergeant Benson was wounded in the 
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12.—T/4 George Richmon Rice, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George H. Rice, was born at Beebe, Arkansas, De- 
cember 23, 1912. He received his education by at- 
tending Little Rock Senior High School, after which 
he was employed as_ salesman by Kempner Shoe 
Company of Little Rock. Entering the Medical 
Corps February 11, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, and later by atending Service 
School at Fitzsimmons General Hospital, Denver. 
Colorado, qualified as surgical technician. After 
serving in the United States over 14 months, he 
departed April 16, 1943, with the 95th Evacuation 
Hospital, for North Africa, and participated in cam- 
paigns of Naples-Foggia, Rome-Anzio, Southern 
France, Central Europe, and Cassino and Salerno 
beachheads. For meritorious service Sergeant Rice 
was awarded five Bronze Stars, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, four Overseas Bars, 
and the Bronze Arrowhead. He received an honor- 
able discharge at Jefferson Barracks, October 17, 
1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Helen. 


13.—Aviation Radioman 2/c Moulton Jim Rice, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. George H. Rice, was born at Beebe, 
Arkansas, April 21, 1925. After completing his 
education by attending Little Rock Senior High 
School, he was employed as clerk by Armour and 
Company. Entering the Navy October 19, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego and, by attend- 
ing Fleet Radio School, San Francisco; Aviation 
Radio School, Memphis; Radar School, Alameda, and 
Aerial Gunnery School at Hollywood, Florida, quali- 
fied for radio gunner in dive bomber. After serving 
18 months in the United States, he departed in 
March, 1944, for the South Pacific theater and par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Okinawa, Formosa, Leyte, 
Luzon, and second battle of Philippine Islands. For 
meritorious service, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, and Good Con- 
duct and Air Medals. He was honorably discharged 
at Shoemaker, California, January 3, 1946, return- 
ing to Little Rock where he lives with his wife, 
Billie Jo. 


14.—Radarman 2/c Frank Rossner Douglass, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Perle Edwin Douglass, was born at 
Little Rock, February 9, 1912. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Little Rock High School and 
University of Arkansas, after which he was em- 
ployed as buyer and manager for Gus Blass Co. 
Entering the Navy November 13, 1948, he received 
boot training at San Diego and by attending Radar 
Operator’s School at Point Loma, California, quali- 
fied for radar operator. After serving seven 
months at training bases, he departed from_ the 
United States April 12, 1944, with the Pacific Fleet. 
He saw service in the Aleutian Islands, Bonins, and 
Okinawa, and participated in 3rd Fleet operations 
against Japan in July and August, 1945. He re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Memphis, Decem- 
ber 21, 1945. He and his wife, Ernestine, live in 
Little Rock with their daughter. 


15.—Yeoman 1/c Albert H. Douglass, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. P. E. Douglass, was born May 10, 1916, 
at Little Rock. He received his education by attend- 
ing Little Rock High School and Draughon’s Busi- 
ness College, after which he was employed in the 
motor transport industry. Entering tres) WWI, TSy 
Naval Reserve January 22, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, qualifying for 
yeoman (clerical). After training five months, he 
was sent to the Western Pacific theater where he 
served for over 19 months. Returning to the United 
States November 9, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
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ar 8 12, for Africa. Overseas 
e months, he participated in 
of Europe, Tunisia, Rome-Arno, 
», Southern France, Apennines, 
ralley and Balkans and was awarded 
| Me al, Unit Citation, American De- 
hai . Service Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, and Mediterranean Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 11, 1945, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, he re- 
eee to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
ary. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Elbert Nathan Casey, son 
of Anna Mae and George Arthur Casey, Sr., was 
born September 25, 1920, in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He attended Forest Park Grammar School and 
Pulaski Heights Junior High School, afterwards 
being employed as an automobile mechanic. Enter- 
ing the Navy Seabees August 23, 1942, he received 
boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, receiving con- 
struction training and specializing in general duties. 
Attached to the 27th Naval Construction Bn., he 
departed December 28, 1942, for the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a 
year and 10 months. He participated in campaigns 
of Tulagi, Guadalcanal, New Caledonia, New Zea- 
land, and Emirau and was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Asjatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Service Stars. 
After being honorably discharged February 238, 1945, 
at Shoemaker, California, he returned to his home 
in Little Rock. 


18.—Cpl. Garland M. Casey, son of Anna Mae and 
George A. Casey, was born January 1A 1025, 10, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Forest Park 
Grammar School, Pulaski Heights Junior High 
School, and Little Rock High School. Entering the 
Air Force February 3, 1948, he received basic train- 
ing at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended Airplane 
Mechanics’ School at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
B-25 Factory School at Inglewood, California, spe- 
cializing as airplane mechanic and recelving Aviation 
Marksmanship Medals for pistol and rifle. Corporal 
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Ribbon with one Silver Service Star and one Bronze 


st , as awarded 

War I Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal 

rican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 

Service Star, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 

one Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged 

December 21, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
to his home in Little Rock, Arkansas. 


19.—Pfe. Joseph Coleman Baer, son of Elsie Cole- 
man and Fred Levis Baer, was born at Little Rock, 
February 13, 1923. He received his education b 

attending Little Rock Grammar and Junior High 
Schools, after which he was employed by Arkansas 
and Bauxite Ordnance Plants. He entered the U. S. 
Marine Corps December 15, 1942, was discharged 
January 6, 1943, and entered the Army Medical 
Department February 24, 1948, receiving basic 
training at Camp Robinson. By attending Basic 
Medical School he qualified for hospital orderly, 
construction worker, and medical technician. After 
almost eight months’ service with 58th General 
Hospital, he was sent to the European Theater of 
Operations October 8, 1943, and participated in the 
campaigns of Northern France and Rhineland. He 
was awarded two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon, five Overseas Bars, and the Victory Ribbon. 
Private Baer returned to the United States January 
10, 1946, and received an honorable discharge at 
Jefferson Barracks, January 15, 1946. 


20.—Pfe. Julian Warren Baer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred L. Baer, was born in Little Rock February 
13, 1928. After completing his education at Little 
Rock High School, he was later employed by the 
Postal Telegraph Co., Arkansas Ordnance Plant and 
Trinity Hospital in Little Rock, prior to enlisting 
in the United States Marine Corps, December 15, 
1942. After less than one month’s service with 
the Marines, he was honorably discharged January 
6, 1943. He entered the United States Army, Feb- 
ruary 24, 1948, receiving his basic training at Camp 
Robinson, afterwards attending Basic Medical 
School and qualifying for duty as a pharmacy and 
medical technician and crafts instructor. He sailed 
for the European theater October 8, 1943, and as a 
member of the 58th U. S. General Hospital staff, 
served overseas for 27 months, participating in the 
Rhineland and Northern France campaigns. Among 
Private Baer’s decorations were the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged from the service, January 15, 
1946. 
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the University of Southern California. — Entering ‘ 


the Navy November 13, 1941, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Ma- 
chinist’s School at University of Minnesota and 
Navy Photography School at Pensacola, Florida, 
qualifying as combat and aerial photographer, 
aerial gunner, and Navy marksman. Departing in 
August, 1942, for England and Africa, he was later 
sent to the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations. 
He participated in campaigns of North Africa, 
Sicily, North Atlantic (patrol), Philippines, Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa, and Japan, receiving campaign bars 
and stars for these campaigns. He was wounded 
at Sicily and served almost four months with the 
Army of Occupation in Tokyo, and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, and 
two Letters of Commendation. After being honor- 
ably discharged June 1, 1946, at Bainbridge, Mary- 
land, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


2.—Sgt. Johnnie H. Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Felix Miller, was born September 5, 1910, at Little 
Rock. He attended U. M. Rose and Peabody Grade 
Schools and West Side Junior High School. Enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps June 18, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. George Wright, Spokane, 
Washington, qualifying as electrician. After train- 
ing in the United States, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater attached to 17th Photo Ren. Sqdn., 
where he saw service in the campaigns of Bismarck 
Archipelago, Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons, and 
New Guinea. He received carbine Marksman Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, 
and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon with one Silver Service Star. He was dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee October 28, 1945, return- 
ing to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
Marie Caroline. 


3.—Ist. Lt. Lee D. Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel Oscar Thomas, was born May 18, 1921, at 
Little Rock. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock Senior High School, after which he 
was employed by Arkansas State Highway Depart- 
ment. He received preflight training at Kelly 
Field, Texas; Primary, Pine Bluff School of Avia- 
tion; Basic, Waco Army Flying School, Texas; 
Advanced, Alde Army Air Field, Victoria, Texas; 
and Troop Carrier Command Transition, Bergstrom 
Field, Florida, and qualified for troop carrier pilot. 
He departed from the United States November 28, 
1943, for the European Theater of Operations, 
serving with Allied Airborne Army, 9th Troop 
Carrier Command, 53rd Troop Carrier Wing, 434th 
Troop Carrier, Group, 72nd Troop Carrier Sqdn., 
and 9th Air Force. He participated in Normandy 
invasion, airborne invasion of Holland, Battle of the 
Bulge at Bastogne, and crossing of the Rhine. 
Lieutenant Thomas received the Air Medal with 
two Bronze Clusters, ETO Ribbon with five Stars, 
and Presidential Unit Citation. He remains in 
service as first liteutenant, A. C. 


4.— Quartermaster 3/c Lynn Bernard Miles, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Keele, was born January 20, 
1924, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Robert 
E. Lee, West Side Junior High, and Little Rock 
Senior High Schools. Entering the Navy January 10, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Califor- 
nia, qualifying as navigational officer’s assistant. 
Departing May 2, 19438, for the Southwest Pacific 
Theater of Operations, he served overseas for more 
than two years and participated in campaigns of 
New Guinea, New Britain, Netherlands East Indies, 
Philippine Islands, and Borneo, receiving Campaign 
Bars and Service Stars for these campaigns. After 
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campaign and was awarded Expx 
Badge, Carbine and Garand Rifle 
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Star, and Good Conduct Medal. He was hono 
discharged March 15, 1945, at North Little Roc 


6.—1st Lt. John Robert Baker, Jr., son of Mr. 
Mrs. John Robert Baker, Sr., was born November 24, — 
1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock High School and Arkansas Polytechnic Col- 
lege. A member of the National Guard since Septem- — 
ber 1939, he entered the 206th Coast Artillery, Air | 
Corps, January 6, 1941, and received basic training 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas; preflight training at Kelly — 
Field, Texas; primary training, Bonham, Texas; 
basic flight training, Majors Field, Greenville, 
Texas; and advanced training at Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas. He qualified as pilot in October 
1943. Lieutenant Baker departed from the United 
States August 11, 1941, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, 
and January 13, 1944, for England. Taken prisoner ‘ 
by the Germans March 2, 1944, he was was held in . 
Stalag Luft I Prison Camp until liberated May 2, ‘ 
1945, by Russian forces. He was awarded the Air 
Medal, European Theater Ribbon with one Star, and 
Pacific Ribbon with one Star. Lieutenant Baker is 

still in the service at the Enid, Oklahoma, Army 

Air Base. He is married to the former Marynelle 
Morgan. 


7.—T/Set. Louis W. Strickland, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. T. Strickland, was born at Little Rock, April 24, 
1920. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock Senior High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as body and fender worker. Entering the 
Army Air Corps November 11, 1942, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later 
attending Electrical School, Chanute Field, Illinois, 
and Airplane Mechanics School, Martins, Baltimore, 
Maryland, qualifying for crew chief on airplane. 
Serving in the United States for 15 months, Sergeant 
Strickland departed December 23, 1943, for England, 
participating in Central European and Rhineland 
campaigns. After serving overseas for more than 
21 months, he returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged at Westover Field, Massachu- 
setts, November 9, 1945. He returned to Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Lois. 











8.—Seaman 1/c Eugene LeRoy Miles, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. J. Keele, was born January 19, 1918, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended Robert E. Lee School, 
West Side Junior High School, and Little Rock 
Senior High School, afterwards being engaged as a 
switchman for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. 
Entering the Navy October 9, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Service Schools at Memphis, Tennessee, and Purcell, 
Oklahoma, qualifying as aviation radioman. Seaman 
Miles served more than two years in the United 
States and was honorably discharged December 14, 
1945, at Memphis. He lives in Little Rock with his 
wife, Ruby, and their children. ; 


9.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 1/c James William 
Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Hunter Brown, 
was born at Little Rock, November 20, 1916. He 
received his education by attending Little Rock High 
School and enlisted in the Navy October 21, 1940. 
Receiving boot training at San Diego, he attended 
Diesel School at Norfolk, Virginia, and Cleveland, 
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Guam, Saipan, I 
Brown received a medical 
Idaho, August 15, 1945, returning t 

where he lives with his wife, Mary Ellen, 


10.—T/Sgt. Carl F, Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. | 
Felix Miller, was born June 10, 1916, at Little 
Rock. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock High School and enlisted in the Army Air 
Forces September 30, 1941, receiving basic training 
at Jefferson Barracks. He later attended Airplane 
Mechanic’s Service School, qualifying for flight 
engineer. After serving 36 months in the United 
States, he departed September 19, 1944, for Eng- 
land attached to 406th Bomber Sqdn. He participated 
in the Rhineland and Ardennes Campaign and was 
wounded in action. He was taken prisoner of war 
January 22, 1945, and treated in a German Hospital 
for wounds for six weeks. Thereafter he was held 
in prison camps at Mooseburg and Nurenburg, Ger- 
many, until liberated April 29, 1945. Sergeant Miller 
was awarded one Service Bar, two Overseas Bars, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart, two 
Bronze Stars, Presidential Citation, and Pre-Pearl 
Harbor Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, September 27, 1945, returning 
to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Celesia. 


11—S/Sgt. Edward W. Puska, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George F. Puska, was born at Waldo, Arkansas, 
October 24, 1917. He received his education by at- 
tending Little Rock High School and Little Rock 
Junior College, after which he was employed by 
Retail Credit Co., Inc., of Atlanta, Georgia. En- 
listing in the Army Air Corps November 7, 1942, 
he received basic training at Army Flying School, 
Enid, Oklahoma, and later attended School of 
Photography, Lowry Field, Colorado, qualifying for 
cameraman-motion picture. Attached to 1st Com- 
bat Camera Unit, Sergeant Puska departed from 
the United States December 13, 1943, for Italy, and 
participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, North 
Apennies, Po Valley, Rhineland, Southern France, 
Northern France, and Balkans campaigns. He re- 
ceived Sharpshooter’s Medal for proficiency in use 
of the carbine, Distinguished Unit Citation, Good 
Conduct Medal, and European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Drew Field, Florida, September 18, 1945, return- 
ing to Fayetteville, where he lives with his wife, 
Ann, 


12.—Baker 1/c Casper Voris Dum, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Casper J. Dum of 126 East 24th Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Conway, Arkansas, June 29, 1921. 
He graduated from Little Rock High School in 1939 
and was a salesman for the Colonial Baking Com- 
pany at Little Rock until entering the Navy on 
May 4, 1944. He was sent to San Diego, California, 
for his boot training and later completed the 
Baker’s Course at the Navy Cook’s and Baker’s 
School at San Digeo. In March, 1945, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and served there and on 
Midway Island for one year. He was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, March 28, 1946. He is married and he 
and his wife, the former Doris Colbert, are the 
parents of a child. 


13.—Pharmacist’s Mate 1/e Alvin Luther Colbert, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Lawrence Colbert, was 
born at Little Rock, December 2, 1924. He received 
his education by attending Robert E. Lee Grammar 
School, West Side Junior High School and Little 
Rock Senior High School. Entering the Navy on 
January 10, 1942, he received boot training at U.S. 
Naval Training Station, San Diego, later attending 
Naval Hospital Training Corps School and qualify- 
ing for hospital corps field technician. Attached to 
Navy Third Marine Division, F.M.F., he departed 
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14.—S/Sgt. Harry B. Worley, son of M 
Harry Worley, was born September 9, 192: 
Rock. He received his education by attend 
Rock Senior High School and Little Rock J 
College. He entered the Army Air Corps Janua 
7, 1943, receiving basic training at Sheppard F 
Texas, and later attending Service School at Sioux. 
Falls, S. D. (AAFTTC), where he qualified for rad 
operator, mechanic, and gunner. Sergeant Worley, 
after one and a half years’ service in the United — 
States, was sent to India with the 462nd Bomber — 
Group, April 15, 1944. He saw service in the China- 


Burma-India campaigns, Palambang-Sumatra cam- _ 


paign, and the air offensive against Japan. For 
meritorious service he was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Unit Citation, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston on 
October 31, 1945, returning to Little Rock. 


15.—Seaman 2/c Richard Dixon Worley is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Worley of 3317 West Mark- 
ham St., Little Rock. He was born in Little Rock 
on December 24, 1926, and attended Little Rock 
High School. He was employed by the Alabama 
Dry Dock and Shipbuilding Company at Mobile. 
Alabama, until he entered the United States Navy 
Reserve on June 2, 1944. Seaman Worley served 
four months in this country and was then given sea 
duty aboard the U.S.S. Thornton. Overseas more 
than seven months, he took part in the battle for 
Okinawa and won the American Theater Ribbon, 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star. He was honorably discharged on June 15, 
1946, at the United States Naval Air Station, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. 


16.—Petty Officer Willie O. Haggard, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Haggard, Sr., was born July 20, 
1910, moving to Arkansas in 1911. He attended 
Little Rock schools, afterwards being employed by 
Pugh Printing Company. Entering the Merchant 
Marine December 12, 1942, and the Navy January 
10, 1944, he was in the service for nearly three years, 
being stationed at U. S. Naval Training Center, 
Gulfport, Mississippi. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 7, 1945, at New Orleans, Louis- 
iana, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Lois. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Donnie Clark Haggard, 
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Haggard, Sr., was 
born August 22, 1922. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock High School. Entering the 
Navy December 26, 1941, he served for four years 
in the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations. 
After being honorably discharged November 5, 1945, 
at San Francisco, California, he reenlisted March 6, 
1946, and is now stationed at San Diego. His parents 
live in Houston, Texas. 


18.—1st Lt. Earl W. Dennie, son of Mrs. Gertrude 
Dennie, was born January 17, 1921, in Pilot Point, 
Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1926. He attended 
Little Rock High School, afterwards being engaged 
as an accountant. Entering the Army Air Corps 
September 8, 1942, he received preflight training at 
Santa Ana, California, and graduated as pilot at 
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j.—Pfce. Richard L. Simpson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. S. Simpson, was born at Hutchinson, Kansas, 
May 15, 1918, moving to Arkansas in 1926. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Vilonia High 
School, Vilonia, Arkansas, after which he was em- 
ployed by Tuf-Nut Garment Mfg. Co., Little Rock. 
Entering the Infantry May 4, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. After 
training in the United States two years he was sent 
to the European theater on June 22, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in Northern France, Rhineland, and Central 
European campaigns, being wounded in action Sep- 
tember 26, 1944, at Morville, France. He qualified 
as an expert with the rifle, bayonet, and machine 
gun and was awarded the Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, and Good Conduct Medal. 
Private Simpson returned to the United States Oc- 
tober 9, 1945, after spending four months with the 
Army of Occupation. He received an honorable 
discharge at Jefferson Barracks, October 15, 1945, 


returning to Little Rock where he lives with his | 


wife, Elsie Louise. 


2.—Set. Kellie Lenderman, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. L. 
Lenderman, was born at Lonoke, Arkansas, Febru- 
ary 4, 1921. He received his education by attending 
Lonoke and Midway High Schools and was employed 
as a diaryman until enlisting in the Army on October 
3, 1942. He received basic training at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and after serving in the United States 
for nine months was sent to the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater of Operations on July 5, 
1943. He was once wounded in action and has re- 
ceived the Purple Heart and two Bronze Stars. 
Sergeant Lenderman is still in the service overseas. 
His wife, Hallie, and child live at Lonoke, Arkansas. 


3.—Maj. Reginald Everett Frizelle, son of Walter 
Lewis and Elva Mae Frizzelle, was born at Casey, 
Illinois, June 22, 1910, moving to Arkansas in 1940, 
He received his education by attending Wichita. 
Kansas, University, after which he was employed 
by the Mannen Coffee Company of Wichita as 
salesman. A member of the National Guard since 
August 21, 1924, he was mobilized into the regular 
Army Infantry on December 23, 1940. Receiving 
basic training at Camp Robinson, he attended In- 
fantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and Command 
and General Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, quali- 
fying for plans and training officer. Attached to 
35th Infantry Division, he departed for England on 
May 12, 1944, and participated in Normandy, North- 
ern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Ger- 
many campaigns, for which he received the Bronze 
Star and Distinguished Unit Badge. Major Frizzelle 
served with the Army of Occupation for two months, 
returning to the United States on July 31, 1945, and 
remains on active duty. He and his wife, Marion 
Louise, are the parents of three children. 
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pilot’s wings at Pampa, Texas. Lieutenant Powell 
served as the pilot of a B-17 “Flying Fortress” 
and lost his life in an airplane accident at Pendle- 
ton, Oregon, July 15, 1943, when he and four other 


fliers were killed. 
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4.—T/5 Dudley B. Townsend, son of Horace B. 
Townsend of Prescott, Arkansas, was born at Chi- 
cota, Texas, September 27, 1912. He attended 
Chicota High School and moved to Arkansas in 
1937. Employed as a farmer and mechanic, he 
entered military service with the Arkansas National 
Guard on December 23, 1940. He served his In- 
fantry basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and attended the Quartermaster Motor School. As- 
signed to the Ordnance, he was sent to Alaska in 
July, 1943, and served there and in Hawaii and New 
Guinea for 21 months. Corporal Townsend also saw 
service with the Field Artillery and was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and the American Defense Service Ribbon 
with one Star. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 3, 1945. His wife 
is Ola Mae Townsend. 


5.—Capt. Edwin Dudley Johnson, son of Mrs. Rose 
Johnson, was born at Little Rock, July 29, 1910. 
He received his education by attending Little Rock 
Senior High School, after which he was employed 
five years by the Commercial National Bank and 
eight and a half years by Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey, Arkansas Division. Enlisting in the 
Army Air Corps July 20, 1942, at Camp Robinson, 
he received basic training at Clearwater, Florida, 
and attended Officer Candidate School at Miami 
Beach qualifying for technical supply officer, 7th 
Air Depot Group, 9th Air Service Command. De- 
parting from the United States July 25, 19438, he 
participated in the battles of Northern France, 
Rhineland and Central Germany. Captain Johnson 
qualified as marksman with the 45 caliber pistol and 
as expert with 30 caliber carbine in 1943, and re- 
ceived the Meritorious Service Award, American 
Theater Ribbon, and European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with three Battle Stars. Returning 
to the United States on November 9, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, January 
10, 1946. He and his wife, Irma, live in Little Rock 
with their child. 


6.—T/5 Allen Dewey Eakin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Delbert Eakin, was born August 238, 1925, in 
Atkins, Arkansas. He attended Mabelvale High 
School. Entering the Combat Engineers January 
8, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Abbott, 
Oregon, qualifying as truck driver, cook, and marks- 
man. Attached to Engineer Replacements, he de- 
parted August 8, 1944, for Hawaii and remained 
overseas for a year and a half, participating in cam- 
paigns of Ryukyus Islands and the Philippine libera- 
tion. Corporal Eakin spent four months with the 
Army of Occupation on Leyte in the Philippines and 
was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Asiatic-Pacific 


Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and Bronze 
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Edward Moore Penick, son of Mary Worthen 
mes Henry Penick, was born January 2, 1922, 
[ op ae a Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
h School and the University of Arkansas, being 
yed during the summer months at W. B. Wor- 
; | Bank in Little Rock. Entering the Air Corps 
January 7, 1942, at Fayetteville, he received basic 
training at Cal-Aero Academy, Ontario, California, 
and Williams Field, Phoenix, Arizona. Major Penick 
attended Pilot Training Schools, Photography School, 
and Bombardier School, qualifying as twin-engine 
pilot, reconnaissance pilot, operations officer, pistol 
sharpshooter, and carbine marksman. Attached to 
the 5th Photo Group, Central Flying Training Com- 
mand, he departed May 30, 1943, for China, and 
remained overseas for a year and nine months. 
Major Penick participated in China, India, and Bur- 
ma campaigns and was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 
Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and 
American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged November 24, 1946, at Sheppard Field, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, with rank of major in the Air 
Force Reserve. He lives in Little Rock with his 
wife, Evelyn Whitmore, and their son. 


empl 


9.—Lt. Col. James H. Penick, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Moore Penick, was born July 14, 1897, in 
West Plains, Missouri, later moving to Arkansas. 
He attended Washington & Lee University, after- 
wards being engaged in banking. Entering the 
Specialist Reserves May 15, 1943, he attended the 
University of Virginia and specialized in finance. 
Colonel Penick departed August 15, 1943, for Africa 
and remained overseas for two years and three 
months, participating in the African, Sicilian, and 
Italian campaigns with the 2675th Regiment as chief 
of Allied Financial Agency. He was awarded Legion 
of Merit and Order Crown Commandatore (Italy) 
and was honorably discharged December 21, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, returning to Little Rock, where 
he lives with his wife, Mary Worthen. Colonel 
Penick also served in World War I as captain, 12th 
Division, 73rd Infantry, in France in 1918. 


10.—Pfe. James Henry Penick, Jr., son of Mary 
Worthen and James Henry Penick, Sr., was born 
December 26, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior 
College, and the University of Arkansas. Enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps June 22, 1943, he was called 
to active duty July 10, 1944, and_ received basic 
training at Amarillo Army Field, Texas. He spe- 
cialized as shipping clerk and qualified as aviation 
cadet, receiving Marksman’s Medal. Private Penick 
served for a year and a half in the United States 
and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged December 7, 1945, at Scott 
Field, Illinois, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


11.—Maj. Budd W. Richmond, son of Leah and 
Henry Richmond, was born at Kingman, Kansas, 
December 31, 1910, moving to Arkansas In December, 
1940. He received his education by attending 
Wichita Grade and East Side High Schools. A mem- 
ber of Kansas National Guard from January 4, 
1928, to December 21, 1940, he entered the Infantry 
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in action Julv 18, 1944, in Normandy. After spend- 
ing one month with the Army of Occupation, Major 
Richmond returned to the United States on June 
12, 1945. He is remaining in active service and has 
the rank of captain with the Regular Army. He and 
eS wife, Wanda Lee, are the parents of two daugh- 
ers. 


12.—Storekeeper 1/e Bernard T. Lienhart, son of 
Katie and Bruno Lienhart, was born May 25, 1918, 
in Conway, Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart 
High School, afterwards being engaged as owner 
and operator of a cafe. Entering the Navy August 
4, 1941, he received boot training at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, qualifying as aviation storeroom keeper. He 
departed April 1, 1942, for sea duty in the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations and participated in 
the first Tokyo raid and the campaigns of Midway, 
Santa Cruz, and Guadalcanal. After being honorably 
discharged October 20, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to Morrilton, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Melba. 


13.—Ens. J. B. Lienhart, son of Katie and Bruno 
Lienhart, was born November 14, 1922, in Conway, 
Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart High School, 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, and Arkansas 
A. & M. College. Entering the Navy October 28, 
1942, he received training at U. S. Naval Reserve 
Midshipmen’s School in New York and at Amphibi- 
ous Training Base, Ft. Pierce, Florida, qualifying 
as first lieutenant, L.S.T. He departed February 
19, 1944, for the Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas more than a year, participating 
in the campaign of Okinawa. After being honorably 
discharged May 14, 1946, at Bethesda, Maryland, he 
returned to his home in Morrilton, Arkansas. 


14.—Cpl. Clyde H. Brockett, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Brockett of 727 South Martin, Little 
Rock, was born at Little Rock August 1, 1924. He 
was educated at Little Rock High School and Mis- 
sissippi State College and entered the Army Air 
Corps July 21, 1943. Corporal Brockett served his 
basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and attended 
Aerial Gunnery School at Panama City, Florida; 
Mechanic’s School at San Bernardino, California, and 
Personal Affairs School at New York City. He be- 
came a personal affairs consultant and was as- 
signed to the Air Transport Command. Holder of 
the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Ribbon and the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the 
carbine and sub-machine gun, he was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, March 11, 
1946. 


15.—T/3 Harold Hayward Brockett, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Brockett of 727 South Martin Street, 
Little Rock, was born at Austin, Arkansas, August 
7, 1921. He attended Little Rock High School and 
was employed by the Civil Service until entering 
the military service September 15, 1942. Sergeant 
Brockett served his basic training period at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and attended Radio Repair 
School at Camp Crowder and Air Cadets Communi- 
cation School at Yale University, New Haven, Con- 
necticut. He became a facsimile operator and dark- 
room man and served three and one-half years with 
the Signal Corps. He served with the 17th Signal 
Service Company at the South Post, Ft. Meyer, 
Virginia. Sergeant Brockett was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 5, 1946. 
He and his wife, Evelyn Christine, have a child. 


16.—S/Sgt. Roscoe DeWitt Parks, Jr., son of Roscoe 
DeWitt and Nettie Adora Parks of 2021 Lloyd Court, 
Little Rock, was born at Little Rock January 25, 





Springs Army and— ve 
came an administrative spe 
three years of military service, ec ; 
the 1867th Service Unit at Hot ys and e 
Army Service Forces Training Center at Camp ~ 
Crowder, Missouri. Holder of the American Theater ay 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, 

he was honorably discharged at Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas, March 11, 1946. His wife is Virginia Louise 
Parks. 


17.—Baker 2/c Ralph A. Parks, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roscoe D. Parks, Sr., was born January 1, 1926, in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School, afterwards being employed as sales- 
man and freight clerk by Spaulding Sporting Goods 
Company and Gus Blass Co. Entering the Navy 
March 8, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. He departed August 22, 1944, for 
the South Pacific Theater of Operations and re- 
mained overseas for a year and eight months, par- 
ticipating in invasions of Leyte, Ormoc, Mindoro, 
Lingayen Gulf, second battle of the Philippines, 
Brunei Bay, and Balikpapen in Borneo. He was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with four Stars, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with two Stars. After being 
honorably discharged May 21, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


18.—Pvt. Thomas J. Ellington, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Jefferson Ellington, Sr., was born at 
Spadra, Arkansas, October 8, 1911. He received his 
education by attending Little Rock Public Schools, 
after which he was engaged as electric elevator 
installer and hardwood floor finishing contractor 
under the name of Little Rock Floor and Blind Com- 
pany. Entering the Infantry March 17, 1944, at 
Camp Robinson, he received basic training at Camp 
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1.—T/Sgt. Virgil Adkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
R. Adkins, was born October 26, 1907, in Jackson- 
ville, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High 
School, afterwards being engaged as market man- 
ager for local chain stores and restaurant owner. 
Entering the Army Air Corps May 14, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, 
Missouri, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School at 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, qualifying as mess 
sergeant. Sergeant Adkins served for a year in the 
United States with 48th T. C. Sqdn., 313th Group, 
and departed May 13, 1943, for Casablanca, Africa, 
remaining overseas for more than two years. He 
participated in campaigns of Sicily, Rome-Arno, 
Naples-Foggia, Normandy, Northern France, Central 
Europe, and Rhineland. He supervised cooking and 
receipt of subsistence equipment; maintained rec- 
ords and prepared menus; supervised 75 enlisted 
personnel; operated officers’ and enlisted men’s 
club; and served in England, France, Africa, Sicily, 
Belgium, and Holland. He was awarded Unit Cita- 
tion with Cluster, seven Bronze Stars, and the Good 
Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
September 30, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, he re- 
turned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
Ethel. 


2.—S/Sgt. William Cecil Griffith, son of William 
Daniel and Virginia Kimbal Griffith, was born in 
Clarke County, Mississippi, October 5, 1907, moving: 
to Arkansas in October, 1941. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Mississippi State College, Missis- 
sippi Southern College, and University of Alabama 
for master’s degree, after which he was employed 
as teacher and coach at Carmichael, Mississippi, 
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sas, February 11, 1909. : 
High School and was engaged ii 
decorating contracting until entering — 
April 14, 1944. He completed his boot trai 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and served three mo: 
this country before he was assigned to sea duty ° 
Naval units on patrol duty. Machinist Jones served 
16 months at sea and then returned to this country. 
He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- | 
nessee, December 7, 1945. He and his wife, Juanita 
Eugenia, are the parents of two children. "a 


20.—S/Sgt. John T. Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. A. Jones of 105 West 4th Street, Little Rock, 
was born at Little Rock on October 11, 1922. He 
attended Little Rock High School and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College and was empolyed as a civil 
engineer until entering the Army Air Corps on 
November 14, 1942. Sergeant Jones served his basic 
training period at the Strother Army Air Field, 
Winfield, Kansas, and then was sent to Instru- 
ment Flying Training Instructor’s School. A veteran 
of three years of military service, he served as an 
instrument instructor with the Central Training 
Command. Sergeant Jones was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, February 25, 
1946. His wife is the former Laura McCall. 
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High School. He first served in the Marine Corps 
from September 1932 to 1936, again enlisting and 
serving from April 23, 1941, to March 7, 1945. Boot 
training was received at Recruit Depot, Parris Is- 
land, South Carolina, and he later attended Platoon 
Leader’s School, New River, North Carolina, in 
1943, and qualified for squad and platoon leader. 
Departing from the United States January 23, 1944, 
for the South Pacific area, he participated in the 
battles for the islands of Saipan and Tinian, Maria- 
nas, receiving wounds in action on Tinian August 2, 
1944. Sergeant Griffith received, among other deco- 
rations, the Purple Heart, and was honorably dis- 
charged at San Diego, March 7, 1945, returning to 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he lives with his wife, 
Alantha Lou. 


3.—Pfe. Jack Arthur McKenzie, son of Mrs. Louise 
Brannan, was born at Pine Bluff, January 28, 1924. 
He graduated from Pine Bluff High School in May, 
1943, and was inducted into the Army on July 19, 
1943. Assigned to Co. K, 361st Inf., 91st Div., he 
received basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, 
qualifying for rifleman and assistant automatic 
rifleman. Private McKenzie landed in North Africa 
on April 19, 1944, participating in Rome-Arno battle 
in the Italian campaign, receiving severe wounds 
from shrapnel fire on June 30, 1944. He received 
rifle and automatic rifle Sharpshooter’s Medals in 
November, 1943, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, 
E.T.O. Ribbon with one Battle Star, American 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge. He was honorably discharged 
at Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, on 
November 29, 1945, returning to Pine Bluff. 


year. He received his educe 

Grammar School, West Side Juni 1.001, 
Little Rock Senior High Schools, after which he 
employed by Camp Robinson Fire Department. En 
listing in the U. S. Coast Guard on May 12, 1942, 
he received boot training at Manhattan Beach, 
Brooklyn, New York, eee as ship’s cook 1/c. 
After serving in the United States over two and a 





half years, he was sent to the South Pacific on 


December 24, 1944, and participated in Aka Shima, 
Ie Shima, Okinawa, Liberation of Philippines, and 
occupation of Japan campaigns. Returning to the 
United States November 11, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at St. Louis, November 26, 1945. He and 
his wife, Viola, live in Little Rock with their child. 


5.—Seaman 1/c James Edward Dennie, son of Mrs. 
Gertrude Dennie, was born May 27, 1924, in Collins- 
ville, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1926. He at- 
tended Peabody Grammar School, East Side Junior 
High School, West Side Junior High School, and 
Little Rock Senior High School, after being em- 
ployed as driver for Massery Laundry and stock 
clerk for Berry Dry Goods Company. Entering the 
U. S. Coast Guard Reserve October 7, 1942, he 
received boot training at Alameda, California, and 
attended Anti-aircraft Gunnery School. He de- 
parted January 1, 1943, for Alaska, and remained 
overseas for two years. After being honorably dis- 
charged October 10, 1945, in St. Louis, Missouri, he 
returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his 
wife, Lottie Bell. 


6.—Cpl. Bruno W. Helmich, of Alexander, Arkansas, 
was born December 29, 1907 in Saline County, 
Arkansas. He attended Avilla Community Schools 
and was employed by Brown’s Bakery of Little Rock 
as a salesman. He entered the United States Army 
February, 1942, and received his basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and later at Camp Swift, 
Texas. No further information regarding the details 
of Corporal Helmich’s service record was furnished. 


7.—T/4 William E. Azpeitia, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wenceslas D. Azpeitia, was born June 25, 1917, at 
Topeka, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1940. He 
received his education by attending Clarksdale and 
San Pedro High Schools, after which he was em- 
ployed as checker by the Pan-American and Ha- 
waiian Steampship Companies. Enlisting in the 
Army Ordnance October 5, 1940, he received basic 
training at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota, later attending 
Ft. Crook, Minnesota, M. P. Detachment Service 
School, where he qualified for M. P. patrolman and 
automotive parts clerk. After serving 22 months 
with 87th Quartermaster Corps, he departed from 
the United States on August 6, 1942, for the Eu- 
ropean and Mediterranean theaters. He received 
the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, 
E.T.O. Ribbon, and European-African-Middle East- 
ern Ribbon with five Battle Stars, and after serving 
almost three years overseas was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, June 26, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock with his wife, Betty Jean. 


8.—Pfe. William C. Westlake, son of W. Harry and 
Katie Ruth Westlake, was born April 11, 1920, at 
Manley, Iowa, moving to Arkansas in April, 1925. 
He attended Mitchell Grade School, West Side Junior 
High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools, after 
which he was employed as route salesman. Enlisting 
in the Infantry May 20, 1941, he received basic 
training at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota, qualifying for 
mortar gunner. After serving one year in the 
United States attached to Co. L, 3rd Infantry, he 
departed April 28, 1942, for Newfoundland, serving 
in that area for over two years. Corporal West- 
lake received North Atlantic Campaign and Pre- 
Pearl Harbor Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal, and 
medals for rifle sharpshooter and pistol and mortar 
expert. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaf- 
fee, November 23, 1944, and lives in Little Rock 
with his wife, Nina Josephine. 
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10.—T/5 Harry Westlake, Jr., son of Katie 
and Harry Westlake, Sr., was born at Des Mo 
Iowa, August 3, 1928, moving to Arkansas in March 
1925. He received his education by attending Mi — 
chell Grammar School, West Side Junior High, and 
Little Rock Senior High Schools, after which he — 
was employed in the U. S. Engineer Office in Little 
Rock. Entering the Corps of Engineers February 
17, 1943, he received basic training at Camp oe 
t- 
tached to 666th Engineers Topographical Company, 
he departed from the United States December 3, 
1943, for Northern Ireland and participated in Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and Central — 
European campaigns. He received the Good Con- 
duct Medal, Unit Citation for Meritorious Service, 
and Victory Ribbon with Cluster. After spending 
over six months with the Army of Occupation, he 













was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 


December 22, 1945, and returned to Little Rock. 


11.—1st Lt. Walter E. Erwin, son of Mrs. Virginia M. 
Erwin and the late Walter S. Erwin, was born De- 
cember 30, 1918, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Little Rock Public’ Schools and graduated 
from Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards being 
employed at the Union National Bank and the U. S. 
Engineer Office in Little Rock. Enlisting in the 
Army Air Corps April 18, 1942, he received basic 
training at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, and 
attended A.A.F. Navigation School at Hondo, Texas; 
Preflight School for Navigation, Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas, and A.A.F. Gunnery School at Ft. 
Myers, Florida. Lieutenant Erwin was commis- 
sioned as navigator June 1943 and later served as 
navigation instructor, but was grounded from flying 
in April, 1944, because of physical disability, after 
which he served as administrative ground officer. 
He is still in the service, stationed at A.A.F. Over- 
seas Replacement Depot, Kearns, Utah, and expects 
to be discharged in June, 1946. His wife, Martha, 
lives in Little Rock. 


12.—Capt. William Hempstead Newton, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Willoughby Newton, was born at 
Maumelle, Arkansas, March 14, 1917. He received 
his education by attending St. Andrew’s School, 
East Side Junior High School, Little Rock High 
School, Little Rock Junior College, and University 
of Arkansas. Enlisting in the Army Air Forces 
March 15, 1941, he received basic training at Thun- 
derbird Field, Arizona; Randloph Field, Texas, and 
Brooks Field, Texas, qualifying for instructor, avia- 
tion cadets. Captain Newton received aerial gun- 
nery Expert Medal, American Defense Ribbon, and 
World War II Victory Ribbon. After serving almost 
five years with the Army Air Forces, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Barksdale Field January 21, 1946. 
He and his wife, Wanda, live in Little Rock with 
their child. 


13.—Cpl. Robert Allen Newton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Willoughby Newton, was born at Maumelle, 
Arkansas, April 22, 1920. He received his education 
by attending St. Andrew’s School, and East Side 
Junior and Little Rock Senior High Schools. He 
enlisted in the National Guard May 9, 1940, and was 
inducted into the Army January 6, 1941, Coast Ar- 
tillery (Anti-aircraft), receiving basic training at 
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15.—T/3 Thomas M. Ross, son of Mrs. Mary A. 
Ross, was born at Greensboro, Alabama, on May 
16, 1906, moving to Arkansas in November, 1919. 
He received his education by attending Prairie 
County Grade School and Arkansas A. & M. College 
at Monticello and finished high school course at 
Arkansas Polytechnic Institute. Entering the Quar- 
termaster Corps April 7, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Lee, Virginia, and attended Truck- 
drivers’ Service School, specializing as supply clerk. 
After serving six months with Quartermaster Train- 
ing Unit, he departed from the United States on 
September 12, 1948, for Liverpool, England. He 
served two years in the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, returning to the United States September 
24, 1945, and receiving an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, October 2, 1945. He and his wife 
Irene, reside in Little Rock. 


16.—Ship’s Cook 2/e Erwin Eugene Keeton, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Francis Keeton, was born at 
Alix, Arkansas, June 11, 1916. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Van Buren Public Schools and 
Ft. Smith Commercial College, after which he was 
employed in the accounting department of Swift 
and Co. Entering the Navy (Construction Bat- 
talion) January 9, 1943, he received boot training 
at Camp Bradford, Virginia. After training in the 
United States for three months, he was sent to the 
South Pacific theater where he served for two years 
and a half and participated in the battles of the 
Northern Solomons. Returning to the United States 
September 14, 1945, he received an honorable dis- 
charge at Memphis, October 6, 1945. 
in Little Rock with his wife, Maurine, 
child. 


17.—Chief Petty Officer Clarence W. Koepke is the 
son of Richard and Pearl Koepke of 310 North 
Spruce St., Little Rock. Born at Little Rock on 
September 1, 1910, he entered the Navy September 
15, 1943. Chief Koepke completed his boot training 
at Williamsburg, Virginia, and was sent to the South 
Pacific area in May, 1944. Overseas 19 months, he 
took part in the Bismarck Archipelago campaign 
and the capture and occupation of Okinawa. He 
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18.—Cpl. Mackwell J. “Pat” Storey, son of Mrs. 
Robson Storey, was born January 26, 1916, in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He at- 
tended Little Rock High School and Junior College 
and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
engaged as owner and operator of Millwood Park. 
Enlisting in the Air Corps Reserve in August, 1942, 
he received basic training at Keesler Field, Missis- 
sippi, and attended Instrument School, Blytheville, 
Arkansas, and Aircraft Mechanie’s School, Keesler 
Field. He qualified as Ferry Command civilian pilot 
and Grade 3 military pilot and received Air Corps 
instrument rating. Corporal Storey, as a member 
of the Enlisted Reserve Corps, was flight instructor 
for the War Training Service for a year and also 
served for a year as a civilian pilot for the 4th 
Ferry Group, A.T.C., Memphis, Tennessee, after- 
wards serving as an enlisted man in the ground 
corps of the Air Force. He departed November 30, 
1945, for Tinian and the Marianas Islands and is 
still overseas with the occupation forces on Luzon, 
ie a His wife, Jean, and their son live in Little 
ock. 


19.—Torpedoman 1/c Merritt William Storey, son of 
Mrs. Robson Storey, was born March 9, 1913, in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He 
attended Little Rock High School, afterwards being 
engaged as contract manager for Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Company of Little Rock. Entering the Navy 
December 27, 1941, he received boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Torpedo School 
at Newport, R. I., qualifying as torpedoman. He 
departed February 7, 1942, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations and remained overseas for three and 
a half years, participating in campaigns of Threa, 
Midway, Coral Sea, and Guadalcanal. After being 
honorably discharged October 16, 1945, at Milling- 
BS Tennessee, he returned to his home in Little 
ock, 


20.—Sgt. William E. Lord was born October 29, 
1906, in Des Moines, Iowa, moving to Arkansas in 
1930. He was engaged as branch superintendent 
of Swift & Company in Little Rock. Entering the 
Army Air Force August 22, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Kearns, Utah, and attended Sioux 
Falls Radio School, Radio Net Control School, and 
R. A. F. Radio airborne V.H.F. School, qualifying 
as operator of direction finding radio apparatus. 
After serving a year in the United States, he de- 
parted September 5, 1948, with the 8th Air Force 
for England. Overseas more than two years, Ser- 
geant Lord participated in the air battle of Europe 
and the campaigns of Normandy, Ardennes, Central 
Europe, Rhineland, and Central Germany. He spent 
14 months in England on detached service to the 
Royal Air Force, operating in an emergency homing 
station on the south coast of England, directly north 
of the Normandy beachhead, from which point bear- 
ings were taken on distressed aircraft and flying 
instructions as to shortest course home were given 
to their pilots, including the 8th A. F., 9th A. F., and 
R. A. F. Operations were continuous during all air 
warfare in spite of German V-1 and V-2 campaigns. 
Sergeant Lord was injured in line of duty in Eng- 
land and received Unit Citation, Good Conduct 
Medal, and R. A. F. Letter of Commendation. After 
being honorably discharged November 17, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, where he 
lives with his wife, Alyce. 
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1.—Electrician’s Mate 1/e Jerry 
Mr. and Mrs. William Randle A as bk 
Bigelow, Arkansas, May 23, 1921. He received 
education by attending Woodruff Grammar School 
Pulaski Heights Junior High School, and Little 
Rock Senior High School, after which he was em- 
ployed by the Arkansas Electric Company. Enlist- 
ing in the Navy on January 20, 1942, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying 
for electrician’s mate. As petty officer, he assisted 
in teaching new recruits to become petty officers and 
in instructing them as to military duties. He de- 
parted from the United States December 8, 1944, for 
the Bermuda Islands for more than four months’ 
service overseas. He received three-year Navy Good 
Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and American 
Theater Ribbon. Returning to the United States, he 
was honorably discharged at New Orleans, October 
1, 1945. He and his wife, Abbie Lee, reside at Little 
Rock. 


2.—Radioman 2/c William Fred Woodell, Jr., is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Woodell of North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, where he was born on September 
3, 1924. He attended North Little Rock High School 
and was employed at the Rialto Theater before 
entering the Navy on January 5, 1942. He received 
his basic training at Norfolk, Virginia, and was 
given sea duty in February, 1942. Radioman Woodell 
served a total of two and one-half years of foreign 
service in the Atlantic and Pacific, all with aircraft 
carriers. He served on several carriers in the Paci- 
fic, including the famous U.S.S. Wasp, Lexington 
and Franklin. He saw action in strikes against Mid- 
way, Guadalcanal, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, the Bonin 
Islands and the home islands of Japan, and also 
served with the Atlantic Anti-Sub patrol. Wounded 
once, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion, Good Conduct Medal and American Theater 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
-Tennessce, November 238, 1946. 


3.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Raymond Lee Meador, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Meador, was born October 
3, 1917, in Keo, Arkansas. He attended Keo High 
School and Scott High School, afterwards being en- 
gaged as a carpenter. Entering the Navy Seabees 
November 27, 1942, he received boot training at 
Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia. He departed 
March 11, 1943, for the Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for more than two years, 
participating in the invasions of Bougainville and 
Guam. Mate Meador was awarded Battle Stars and 
Unit Commendation and was honorably discharged 
October 8, 1945, in Boston, Massachusetts. He lives 
in Little Rock with his wife, Elsie Lorane. 


4.—T/4 Jasper E. Stegall, son of Mrs. Nora N. Gar- 
rett, was born August 29, 1912, in Clarksville, Ar- 
kansas. He attended Clarksville High School, after- 
wards being employed as salesman for Crow- 
Burlingame Company in Little Rock. Entering the 
Ordnance Department, Aviation Service, October 27, 
1942, he received basic training at Foster Field, 
Victoria, Texas, qualifying as parts clerk, automo- 
tive, and pistol marksman. Attached to the 2052nd 
Ord. Sqdn. (Avn. Serv.), he departed January 18, 
1944, for England and the European Theater of 
Operations. He was awarded European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Bronze 
Service Star, Good Conduct Medal, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. 
Overseas for a year and seven months, he par- 
ticipated in the Rhineland campaign. After being 
honorably discharged November 10, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Lois, and their child. 


5.—Ist/Sgt. Thomas W. Newton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas W. Newton, was born at Little Rock, 
January 25, 1912. He graduated from Little Rock 











Po Valley campaigns. 
Sorbonne University in Paris 
months with the Army of Ocew . Gert 
Sergeant Newton received the Combat In 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbor 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon wit 
Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged at . 
ferson Barracks, November 28, 1945, returnin 
Little Rock where he lives with his wife, 
Elizabeth. 


6.—Set. William E. Peckham is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Ernest Peckham of 1811 Denison Street, 
Little Rock. Born in Little Rock on August 23, 
1922, he attended Little Rock High School, Little 
Rock Junior College and the Emily Krider Norris 
School of Dramatics at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
He was employed at Sedgely’s, Inc., Philadelphia, 
until entering the military service at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania on January 6, 1943. Upon the com- 
pletion of his basic training at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, he attended the Army Specialized Training 
Program at the University of North Dakota and 
Radio Maintenance School at Camp Crowder. He 
became a radio repair man and in March, 1945, was 
sent to Le Havre, France. Overseas one year, he 
was returned to the United States and is now await- 

ing his discharge at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. His 

wife is Vera Edith. 


7.—Pvt. William F. Seidel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Seidel, was born June 12, 1899. He received 
his education by attending Little Rock schools, after- 
wards being employed as printer and automobile 
body welder. Entering the Army October 23, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkan- 
sas. On February 23, 1943, Private Seidel was honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, in the 
Army’s demobilization of men over 38 years of age. 
His home is in Little Rock. 
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8.—Ist Lt. Robert Hyatt Matthews, son of Mrs. 
Ruby Hyatt Matthews, was born at Little Rock, 
May 10, 1919. He received his education by attend- 
ing Little Rock Primary and Secondary Schools, 
Little Rock Junior College, and Missouri School of 
Mines, after which he was employed by the South- 
western Bell Telephone Company. Enlisting in the 
Infantry June 18, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, later attending Army Air 
Force Navigation School at Hondo, Texas, where he 
specialized as aerial navigator. He qualified for 
parachutist on November 8, 1941; aerial navigator, 
September 16, 1943; and bombardier, December 4, 
1943. After serving three years in the United 
States, he was sent to China-Burma-India Theater 
of Operations on August 14, 1944. He completed 35 
combat missions with the 20th Air Force over the 
C-B-I theater, Mid-Pacific, and Janan and was 
awarded the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters and Distinguished Flying Cross. Lieutenant 
Matthews was honorably discharged at Sioux City, 
Iowa, December 6, 1945, and lives in Little Rock. 


9.—Sgt. Charles Diemer Fischer, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George L. Fischer of 4421 West 23rd Street, 
Little Rock, was born at Hazen, Arkansas, March 
7, 1920. He attended Hazen High School and was a 
rice farmer until entering the Army Air Force, Sep- 
tember 12, 1940. He completed his basic training at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and then attended Mechanie’s 
Service School. Sergeant Fischer was assigned to 
the 154th Obeservation Sqdn. and was stationed at 
Daniel Field, Augusta, Georgia. This gallant soldier 
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10.—Capt. Edward F, Thomas, son of Mrs. E. Ge 
Thomas, was born July 9, 1918, in Monroe, Louisiana, 
moving to Arkansas in 1919. He attended Little Rock 
High School and Junior College and the University 
of Arkansas Medical School, after which he interned 
at Scott-White Hospital, Temple, Texas. Entering 
the Medical Corps July 16, 1943, he attended the 
Army School of Roentgenology, specializing in sur- 
gery. Captain Thomas served at Bruns General Hos- 
pital, Santa Fe, N. M., and the 154th General Hos- 
pital and departed June 22, 1944, for England, 
France, and Germany. He remained overseas for a 
year and a half and served with the Army of Occu- 
pation. Still in the Army, he expects to be dis- 
charged in the latter part of 1946. His wife, Doris, 
lives in Little Rock. 


11.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c Winford Ray Harrel, 
son of Mrs. Mamie Harrel of 1208 West 34th Street, 
Little Rock, was born at Wesson, Mississippi, Febru- 
ary 24, 1918, and moved to Arkansas with his family 
in 1925. He completed his education in the Little 
Rock schools and was employed by the Fagan Elec- 
tric Company until entering the Navy January 21, 
1944. He completed his boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, and after only three months in this country, 
he was given sea duty. Overseas a total of 16 months, 
he saw service in Cuba, Panama, Hawaii, the Caro- 
line, Marshal and Philippine Islands and in Japan 
with the Army of Occupation. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Occupation Ribbon and 
Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, January 18, 1946. He and his 
wife, Frances Louise, have one daughter. 


12.—Cpl. Samuel B. Dorr, son of Ruth A. and Samuel 
B. Dorr, was born at Woodson, Arkansas, August 
4, 1918. He received his education by attending R. E. 
Lee Grammar School, Pulaski Heights Junior High 
School, and Little Rock Senior High School, after 
which he was employed in the Patent Office and 
Weather Bureau at Washington. Entering the Army 
Air Forces October 23, 1942, at Ft. Myer, Virginia, 
he received basic training at Keesler Field, Missis- 
sippi, and, by attending AAFTS (Teletype) Service 
School at Chanute Field,, Illinois, qualified for tele- 
type operator. Attached to 394th Bomber Gp., 586th 
Bomber Sqdn. (M), he departed from the United 
States February 28, 1944, for England, participating 
in Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, Central Europe, and air offensive over Europe 
campaigns. He received carbine Marksmanship 
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished Unit 
Badge, World War II Victory Ribbon, American 
Theater Service Ribbon, and European - African - 
Middle Eastern Service Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland, 
on November 38, 1945, he returned to Little Rock. 


13.—S/Sgt. John Ward Hodaway, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Ward Hodaway, was born at Hawarden, 
Iowa, on March 8, 1920, moving to Arkansas in 
February, 1942. He received his education by attend- 
ing Howarden High School and State University of 
Iowa, after which he was employed as assistant to 
industrial engineer, Arkansas Ordnance Plant at 
Jacksonville. Entering the Army Air Corps April 13, 
1943, he received basic training at Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia, and by attending Adjutant General’s School, 
Washington and Jefferson College at Washington, 
Pennsylvania, qualified for administrative specialist. 
After serving seven months with the 8th Air Force, 
he departed from the United States October 20, 1943, 
for the European Theater of Operations, par- 
ticipating in air offensive over Europe, Normandy 
invasion, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe campaigns. Sergeant Hodaway re- 
ceived rifle and sub-machine gun Marksmanship and 
carbine Sharpshooter’s Medals and was awarded 
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15.—Coxswain David Porter Fischer, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George L. Fischer of Little Rock, was born at 
Hazen, Arkansas, March 9, 1925. He attended Little | 
Rock High School and was employed at the Rector 
Building in the manager’s office until entering the 
Navy on January 9, 1943. After training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, he was assigned to transport duty 
aboard the U.S.S. Merak. He has made trips to 
North Africa, Sicily, Ireland, Malta, and Arabia in 
the European theater; and to the Philippines, 
Ryukyus, Marshall Islands, Guam, Wake Island, and 
Midway Island. Overseas a total of 31 months, he 
saw battle action at Saipan, Okinawa, the Philip- 
pines, and Iwo Jima; and holds the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the European 
Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged on December 12, 1945, at San 
Diego, California, and reenlisted for two years in the 
Navy. 


16.—S/Sgt. James William Edmonson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Edmonson, was born at Benton, Ark- 
ansas, on September 10, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion by attending West Side Junior and Scott High 
Schools and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. En- 
tering the Army Air Corps on November 13, 1941, 
he received basic training at Keesler Field, Missis- 
sippi, and by attending Spartan School of Aero- 
nautics qualified for airplane mechanic and airplane 
engine specialist. After serving two and a half 
years in the United States he was sent to New 
Caledonia on November 1, 1942, and participated in 
campaigns in the South and Southwest Pacific. 
Serving more than a year overseas, Sergeant Edmon- 
son returned to the United States March 1, 1943, and 
was honorably discharged at Shreveport, October 26, 
1945. He and his wife, Nadine, live in Little Rock 
with their one child. 


17.—Sgt. William Ellis Sheridan, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William T. Conway, was born at Geyer Spring's, 
Arkansas, April 12, 1920. He received his education 
by attending Geyer Springs and Garland Grammar 
Schools, West Side Junior High School and Little 
Rock High School, after which he was employed 
as stock clerk by Rose Dental Supply Company of 
Little Rock. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps on 
October 20, 1941, he received basic training at:Shep- 
pard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, and by attending 
A. M. School at Sheppard Field qualified for air- 
plane and engine mechanic. He departed from the 
United States August 6, 1942, and participated in 
Sicily, Tunisia, air offensive over Europe, Naples- 
Foggia, Southern France, Rome-Arno, Rhineland, air 
combat over Balkans, and Northern France cam- 
paigns. For meritorious service Sergeant Sheridan 
was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon with one Silver Service Star and four Bronze 
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19.—Pfc. Alvin Gus Thomas, son of Sid and Carrie 
A. Thomas, was born at Sweet Home, Arkansas, 
January 6, 1916. He received his education by at- 
tending Fuller High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed by D. B. Hill Construction Company. In- 
ducted into the Infantry October 23, 1941, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. After 
five months’ training, he was sent to Hawaii March 
1942, attached to 106th Inf., 37th Division. Private 
Thomas saw action in the Philippines, where he 
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1.—T/Sgt. Frank H. Ward, Jr., son of Blanche and 
Frank Ward of 117 North Izard Street, Little Rock, 
was born at Carlisle, Arkansas, on October 18, 1921. 
He attended the Lonoke and Little Rock public 
schools and entered the military service on Septem- 
ber 16, 1942. Sergeant Ward served his basic train- 
ing period at Camp Adair, Oregon and served al- 
most one year in this country with the Infantry and 
Quartermasters before he was sent to Alaska in 
May, 1948. Returning to this country in August, 
1943, he was sent to the South Pacific theater in 
December, 1943. Overseas a total of 27 months, he 
served on the Marianas Islands in the South Paci- 
fic and holds the Meritorious Unit Award, the Asia- 
tic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, on December 6, 1945. His wife 
is the former Myra Jean Smiley. 


2.—S/Set. Clyde E. Sharp, son of Clyde and Eugenia 
Sharp of 6301 Kavanaugh, Little Rock, was born 
at Batesville, Arkansas, April 25, 1914. He attended 
Little Rock High School and was employed for five 
years by the Phelps-Dodge Mercantile Company at 
Douglas, Arizona. Sergeant Sharp entered the Army 
Air Force on December 18, 1942, and was sent to 
Clearwater, Florida, for his basic training. He at- 
tended Mechanics School at Chicago, Illinois, and 
Engine School at Patterson, New Jersey. Assigned 
to the Air Transport Command, he was sent to Cairo, 
Egypt, in May 1944, and served in both the European 
and Pacific theaters. Overseas 21 months, he saw 
action in Central Burma and his unit won the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged 

on February 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Alice Sarah, now make their home 
at Douglas, Arizona. 


3.—S/Sgt. Richard F. Wells, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Milton Wells, was born November 20, 1921, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School. Entering the Infantry September 1940, 
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20.—Sgt. Elias S. Wolf, son of Mrs. Martha Jettie 
Wolf, was born March 4, 1919, at Pine Bluff. He 
received his education by attending Annunciation 
Academy at Pine Bluff, after which he was employed 
by Granite Mountain Hospital and Dixie Bauxite 
Company of Sweet Home. Entering the Army Air 
Corps October 13, 1942, he received basic training 
at Bowman Field, Louisville, Kentucky, and later 
attended Service Schools at Amarillo, Texas (B-17 
Airplane Mechanic Course and B-29 Electrical 
Trouble Shooter); Las Vegas, Nevada (B-17 Flexible 
Gunnery Course); and Ft. Meyers, Florida (B-29 
Remote Control Gunnery), where he qualified for 
electrical specialist gunner and assistant engineer, 
B-29. After nearly three years’ training, he was 
sent to Saipan July 28, 1945, participating in the 
last stages of battle for Mandated Islands, Japan, 
and the Marcus Islands and flying supply missions 
to prisoners of war in Korea and China. Sergeant 
Wolf passed all standards of marksmanship in pistol, 
carbine, rifle, and sub-machine gun, shotgun, turrets, 
and remote control firing, and was awarded three 
Battle Star and Unit Citation. He was attached suc- 
cessively to 881st Bomber Sqdn., 500th Bomber Gp., 
73rd Wing, XXI Bomber Command, and 20th Air 
Force. Returning to the United States October 26, 
1945, he received an honorable discharge at Ft. 
Sam Houston January, 1946. 
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he received basic training at Vancouver, Washington, 
qualifying at platoon sergeant, combat infantryman, 
and expert infantryman. He served for two years 
in the United States with the 7th Infantry, 3rd Di- 
vision, before departing in November 1942 for North 
Africa. Overseas for two years and seven months, 
he was wounded in action October 13, 1948, in Italy; 
November 1944 in France; and March 18, 1945, in 
Germany. Sergeant Wells was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, Croix de Guerre with Palm, Eu- 
ropean - African - Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
American Defense Ribbon, Purple Heart with two 
Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star Medal, Pre-Pearl 
Harbor Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 29, 1946, in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


4.—Capt. Earl Sharp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. 
Sharp of 6301 Kavanaugh, Little Rock, was born at 
Batesville, Arkansas, July 16, 1917. He attended the 
Little Rock schools and Little Rock Junior College 
before entering the military service on September 
16, 1940. He had enlisted in the National Guard in 
October, 1939. Assigned to the Air Corps, he re- 
ceived his basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and 
then attended flying school where he was commis- 
sioned as a B-17 pilot. In December, 1948, he was 
sent to the European theater and remained overseas 
a total of 17 months. Captain Sharp took part in the 
general air offensive against Europe and was 
severely wounded. He won the Purple Heart, the 
Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon. He was released from active 
duty on April 14, 1946, at Maxwell Field, Alabama. 
His wife is Marguerite T. Sharp. 


5.—Capt. Kenneth R. Sharp, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clyde E. Sharp, was born at Little Rock, November 
2, 1920. He received his education by attending Lit- 
tle Rock High School, after which he was employed 
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|. 2/e Harry M. Tyson, foster son of Mrs. 
F M. Wetsell of Little Rock, was born October 
21, 1920. He received his education in the Little 
Rock Public Schools and was employed by the Beem 
Radio Shop before entering the Coast Guard in Feb- 
ruary, 1942. (Biography uncomplete as no further 
details were furnished.) 


7.—Set. James William Coombe, son of Clara I. and 
Orvin F. Coombe, was born March 8, 1924, in For- 
sythe, Montana, moving to Arkansas in 1935. He 
attended Pulaski Heights Junior High School and 
Little Rock Senior High School. Entering the 
Marine Corps June 30, 1941, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Combat 
Demolition School, qualifying as demolitions and 
flame-thrower instructor and rifle and pistol in- 
structor. He was awarded Expert Rifleman’s Medal 
and Sharpshooter’s Pistol Medal. After serving for 
more than a year in the United States attached to 
Rifle Range Detachment, San Diego, California, he 
departed October 19, 1942, for Guadalcanal and the 
Solomon Islands. Overseas for three years, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Guadaleanal, Tarawa, 
Marianas, and Okinawa and was awarded Presidential 
Unit Citation, four Unit Letters of Commendation, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Coombe is 
still in the service overseas. His home is in Little 
Rock. 


8.—Cpl. Robert N. Young, son of Mrs. John R. Young 
of 4115 West 25th Street, Little Rock, was born at 
Cameron, Oklahoma, on February 10, 1919, and 
moved to Arkansas with his family in 1920. He at- 
tended Newport High School and the Chillicothe 
Business College at Chillicothe, Missouri, and also 
the Pacific Aircraft School at Hawthorne, Califor- 
nia. He was employed as an aircraft machinist and 
assembler until entering the military service on 
June 19, 1944. Corporal Young served his basic train- 
ing period at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended 
Radio School at Madison, Wisconsin; Radar School 
at Boca Raton, Florida, and Seagirt, New Jersey, and 
Electronics School at Chanute Field, Illinois. He be- 
came a radio and radar mechanic and served with the 
Air Corps until he was transferred to the Transpor- 
tation Corps in November, 1945. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee on February 13, 1946. 
He and his wife, the former Vivian R. Pachl, are 
the parents of two children. 






9.—Capt. Effie Jean Young, daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. John Robert Young, was born at Ft. 
Smith, April 16, 1913. She received her education by 
attending Newport High School at Newport, Arkan- 
sas, and Baylor University Hospital School of 
Nursing, Dallas, Texas, after which she was em- 
ployed as floor supervisor, W. I. Cook Memorial 
Hospital, Ft. Worth, Texas (1937-1941). Enlisting 
in the Army Nurse Corps on July 15, 1941, she 
specialized as nurse administrative. Serving two 
years at Station Hospital, Camp Bowie, Texas, she 
departed from the United States on May 15, 1943, 
for Brisbane, Australia, participating in the Austral- 
ian, New Guinea, and Luzon, P. I. campaigns. 
Awarded the Bronze Star Medal, Captain Young 
returned to the United States in November, 1945, 
and received an honorable discharge at Ft. Sam 
Houston, November 18, 1945. She lives in Little 
Rock. 
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his basic bing at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
received his pilot training in the Western Fly- 
2 Training Command. Lieutenant Young became a 
ab and served 26 months as a pilot for the Air 
Transport Command before he was sent to Casa- 
blanea, French Morocco, in January, 1945. He saw 
11 months’ foreign service with the Transport Com- 
mand and was returned to this country. He has 
signed for 18 months’ continued service and is now 
stationed at Memphis, Tennessee, where he is en- 
gaged in ferrying planes. He and his wife, the 
former Nora Lee Stewart, are the parents of one 
son, James A. Young, Jr. 
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11.—S/Segt. Harry O. Wetsell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert K. Wetsell, was born March 5, 1922, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock 
Senior High School, afterwards being employed as 
chief price clerk at Fones Bros. Hardware Company. 
Entering the Army Air Force September 28, 1942, 
he received basic training at Keesler Field, Missis- 
sippi, and attended Airplane Mechanics’ School at 
Keesler Field and Factory Air Frames School at 
Willow Run, Michigan, qualifying as crew chief. He 
was awarded carbine marksman and airplane me- 
chanic badges. Attached to the 392nd Bombardment 
Sqdn. H, 30th Bombardment Group, he served for 
a year in the United States and departed September 
25, 1943, for Hawaii. Overseas for two years, he 
participated in campaigns of the Gilbert Islands, 
Mandated Islands, and Eastern Mandated Islands 
and the air offensive over Japan and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably 
discharged October 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives with 
his wife, Pat, and their one child. 


12.—T/Sgt. August Albert Pofahl, son of Mrs. Mary 
Pofahl, was born at Little Rock, June 17, 1909. He 
received his education by attending Little Rock 
High School, after which he was employed as sales- 
man for Remington-Rand, Inc. Enlisting in the Na- 
tional Guard October 27, 1927, he entered the Army 
Air Corps on June 7, 1941, receiving basic training 
at March Field, California, where he qualified for 
technical-supply chief. Attached to 26th Fighter 
Sqdn., 51st Fighter Group, he departed from the 
United States February 12, 1942, for Australia, 
participating in India theater, Java Sea, and China 
theater campaigns. For meritorious service he was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Combat Stars, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Commendation from General Che- 
nault, and Victory Ribbon. After serving over three 
years overseas, he returned to the United States 
April 30, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, July 9, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 


13.—Cpl. William C. Pofahl, son of Mrs. Mary Pofahl, 
was born at Little Rock, July 7, 1922. He received 
his education by attending Little Rock High School, 
after which he was employed as salesman and shoe 
repairer. Enlisting in the Marine Corps on December 
26, 1941, he received boot training at San Diego 
where he qualified for heavy anti-aircraft gun crew- 
man. He also qualified for sharpshooter with .45 
caliber pistol and marksman with .03 rifle in Feb- 
ruary, 1941. Corporal Pofahl, with the 3rd Defense 
Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, departed from 
the United States on February 238, 1942. He par- 
ticipated in the Battle of Midway, June 4, 1942; 
landed in Tulagi Harbor, B.S. 1I., August 7, 1942; and 
served in reinforcing the Marines on Guadalcanal in 
September, 1942, participating in all battles for 
Guadalcanal until February 9, 1943, when he sailed 
for New Zealand. He received Letter of Commenda- 
tion (to all men of 3rd Defense Battalion for Battle 
of Midway), Commendation of Battery D, 3rd De- 
fense Bn., on Tulagi, and Presidential Unit Citation 
for action at Guadalcanal. He was honorably dis- 









tz, was born ), 192 
He attended S School - 

Catholic High School, afterwards bein loyed — 
on War Emergency Pipe Line. Entering the Infantry 
March 11, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, qualifying for clerk-typist. After 
serving nearly a year attached to Service Company, 
152nd Inf. Reg., 38th Inf. Div., he departed January 
1, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacifie theater and par- 
ticipated in the Southern Philippines, New Guinea, 
and Luzon campaigns. Private Biltz was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific, Philippine 















Liberation, and American Theater Ribbons, and Com- Magazine, Indian Island, Wash , he depart 
bat Infantry Badge. Returning to the United States November 7, 1943,.for Honolulu. Overseas for 1 

July 25, 1945, he was honorably discharged Novem- than two years, Sergeant Pierce served wit 

ber 10, 1945, at Brooks General Hospital, Ft. Sam 2nd Marine Division during the occupation of Sai: 
Houston, Texas. penue Pee in i als? sie kine ee lend + 
15.—T/Sgt. Paul M. Biltz, son of Mrs. Maurice A. agasakl, Japan, on September 23, 7 Witt ee 
Biltz, was born June 8, 1923, at Little Rock. He Second Pioneer Battalion of the 2nd Marines. He — 


spent three months with the Army of Occupation 
and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one 
Star, Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Defense Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged January 16, 1946, at San Diego, he re- 
enlisted for two years at First Separation Company, _ 
Marine Corps Base, San Diego, January 18, 1946. 


attended St. Andrew’s School and Little Rock 
Catholic High School, after which he was employed 
at Arkansas Ordnance Plant. Entering the Army, 
Ordnance Dept., January 7, 1943, he received basic 
training at Ordnance Training Center, Santa Anita 
(Race Track), California, qualifying for administra- 
tive noncommissioned officer. After serving two 


years attached: tooseien Ordnance HM Co, Tank, he He is married to the former Miss Dorothy D. Gray. 
departed September 12, 1944, for the European a! Sea | 
theater. Sergeant Biltz participated in the Ardennes, hare yebras hee a a ee Er eG Sa eeee 
Central Europe, and Rhineland campaigns. He re- bone Title Rocke on May 15, 1916, and wad edie 
ceived the European-African-Middle Eastern Cam- itt] k Hick f. Hoo ite 

paign Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American cated at Little Rock Hig Chool, Se Was bees 
Theater Ribb on, and Victory Ribbon. ‘Att er serving as a civil engineer until entering the military service 


on July 9, 1943. Assigned to the Engineers, he re- 
ceived his basic training at Ft. Screven, Georgia, 
and was assigned to the 1059th Engineer Port Con- 
struction and Repair Battalion. In April, 1944, he 


60 days with the Army of Occupation, he was honor- 
ably discharged December 3, 1945, at Camp Cooke, 
California, and returned to Little Rock. 


16.—T/5 Charles D. Pierce, son of Mr. and Mrs. was sent with his unit to New Guinea and saw more 
Harold Pierce, was born November 13, 1925, in than 18 months of overseas service. He saw action 
Creston, Iowa, moving to Arkansas in 1927. He in New Guinea, Biak Island, Morotai, the Nether- 
attended Lee Grammar School, West Side Junior lands East Indies and fighting in the P hilippines. 
High School, and Little Rock Senior High School, He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
afterwards being employed as clerk for the Missouri with three Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal 
Pacific Railroad Company. Entering the Infantry and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon and was honor- 
June 20, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Oc- 
McClellan, Alabama, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ tober 12, 1945, He and his wife, Alma Marie, have 
School. Attached to the 7th Mo. I.R.T.C, 4th Mo. three children. 
2nd Division, he departed December 23, 1944, for 
France and remained overseas for eight months. 20.—Capt. John A. Szurgot, son of Mrs. Emma L. 
He participated in campaigns for Ardennes, Central Ezell, was born October 17, 1918, in Little Rock, 
Germany, and Rhineland with the 28th Division, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School, 
110th Regiment, and spent 45 days in the 5th General afterwards being employed by W. R. Wrape Hard- 
Hospital in Toul, France, for treatment of an illness wood Flooring Mill in Little Rock, and Lower Colo- 
contracted in the Voges Mountains near Calmar, rado River Authority in Austin, Texas. Entering 
France. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the Air Corps March 12, 1941, he received. basic 
Victory Medal, and European Theater Ribbon with training at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and attended 
three Battle Stars and also, as a member of the 2nd Quartermaster Administrative School at Peters- 
Division, the Croix de Guerre and Combat Badge. burg, Virginia, qualifying as motor transportation 
He is still in the service at Camp Swift, Texas, with officer. He was commissioned second lieutenant in 
the 2nd Division, 9th Regiment. His wife, Mary the Quartermaster Corps July 3, 1942, and attended 
Ann, and their child live in Little Rock. Officer Candidate School at Ft. F. E. Warren, Wyo- 
: ming, before being transferred to the Air Corps 
17.—Seaman 1/c Billy Pierce, son of Mrs. Ruby September 21, 1945. He served in the United States 
Pierce of 35 Highland Park, Little Rock, was born for nearly two years with 8rd Army Hars., 1991st 
at Booneville, Arkansas, on September 1, 1928. He Q. M. Trk. Co., and departed December 12, 1942, for 
was educated in the Little Rock public schools and Casablanca, Africa. Overseas for two years and four 
entered the United States Navy on May 13, 1944. months, he participated in campaigns of Tunisia, 
He served his boot training at San Diego, California, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, 
and then saw one year of duty in the United States Rhineland, and Northern Apennines and was awarded 
before he was sent to the Pacific theater in May, European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with seven 
1945. He served at Pearl Harbor and in Japan. Bronze Stars and Unit Citation. Captain Szurgot is 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with still in the service, having reenlisted. His home is 
one Battle Star and the American Theater Ribbon, in Little Rock. 
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kansas. He attended Pulaski Heights 
and Junior High School and graduated 
ittle Rock Senior High School in 1940, after- 
attending Arkansas State Teachers’ College 
by Enlisting in the Marine Corps August 
25, 1942, he was called to active duty December 31, 


1942, and attended Officers’ School, Quantico, Vir- 





ginia, and Ordnance School, Detroit, Michigan, 
qualifying in Ordnance and Infantry. He was 
awarded sharpshooter, pistol expert, bayonet, and 
machine gun medals. Lieutenant Morris departed in 
October, 1943, for Bougainville and remained over- 





seas for a year and two months, participating in the 


Bougainville invasion and the campaigns of New 
Georgia, Saipan, and Tinian. He was wounded at 
Saipan. He was awarded Presidential Unit Citation, 
three Campaign Stars, and Southwest Pacific and 
Central Pacific Theater Ribbons. Lieutenant Morris 
reenlisted in July, 1946, requesting overseas duty, 
and is now executive officer at Navy and Marine 
Base Headquarters at Yokusuka Base, Japan. 


3.—Engineer Russell E. Morris, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy W. Morris, was born June 3, 1925, in_ Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended Pulaski Heights 
Grammar and Junior High Schools and Little Rock 
Catholic High School. Entering the Cadet Corps of 
the Merchant Marine December 14, 19438, he received 
boot training at San Mateo, California, as midship- 
man with junior engineer license. He attended 
Merchant Marine Cadet School and departed March 
11, 1944, for the Southwest, Central, and North 
Pacific, Atlantic, and Mediterranean Theaters of 
Operations, remaining overseas for nearly two 
years. He reenlisted and is still in the service in 
the Atlantic. 


4.—Midshipman Elmer Frederick Damm, son of Mrs. 
Eula Smith Damm, was born September 17, 1924, 
at Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Little Rock Senior High School and 
University of Arkansas. Entering the U. S. Navy 
Reserve April 4, 1944, he received boot training at 
Kings Point, New York. After two months’ train- 
ing, he departed from the United States July 1944, 
aboard a troop transport. He remained at sea almost 
eight months and received both the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean Combat Bars. He is a graduate of 
Merchant Marine Academy. 


5.—2nd Lt. Harry T. Homard, Jr., son of Harry 
and Ethel Homard, was born at Little Rock, August 
23, 1920. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, 
and University of Arkansas. Entering the Army 
Air Corps in August 1942, he received basic training 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Preflight 
School at Maxwell Field, Alabama; Aerial Gunnery, 
Tindall Field, Florida, and Advanced Bombardier 
School at Carlsbad, New Mexico, qualifying as 


-bombardier. After serving with the 4th Air Force 


three years he was honorably discharged at McClel- 
lan Field, Sacramento, California, on October 27, 
1945. Lieutenant Homard returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Leona Mae. 


6.—T/4 Joseph W. Briscoe, 
Joseph Wallis Briscoe, Sr., was 


Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
born September 11, 
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clerk at 555, Inc. Entering the Ar 
s July 5, 1943, he received basic alate at 
ump Claiborne, Louisiana, and attended Army 
Service Forces Depot School at Columbus, Ohio, 





a ee man. He was awarded Marks- 
manship Medal in August, 1943. Attached to the 


757th Engineer Parts Supply Company, he departed 
January 25, 1944, for Milne Bay, New Cuinen! and 
remained overseas for a year and eight months, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of New Guinea, Leyte and 
Luzon. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, and four Bronze Campaign Stars. After 
being honorably discharged December 5, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Gladys Marie, and their 
two children. 


7.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c Ernest Jackson Ferguson, 
son of William Zachary and Effie B. Ferguson, was 
born at Snowball, Arkansas, November 11, 1902. 
He received his education by attending Snowball 
High School and Draughon’s Business College, after 
which he was employed as teacher and clerical 
worker in the Post Office Department. Enlisting 
in the Navy (Construction Battalion) June 6, 1942, 
he received boot training at Camp Bradford, Vir- 
ginia. After training seven months, he was sent to 
the Southwest Pacific April 21, 1943, participating 
at Guadalcanal, Russell Islands, and New Georgia 
Islands. He qualified as marksman and among other 
decorations received three Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged at New Orleans, August 24, 
1945, returning to North Little Rock where he lives 
with his wife, Margaret. 


8.—Cpl. Howard Dee Walker, son of Lulu Spurlock 
and George W. Walker, was born August 27, 1915, 
in Coweta, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1916. 
He attended Little Rock Public Schools and Twin 
Hill, Oklahoma, School. Entering the Army July 
29, 1936, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa. He served in the United States for more than 
four years, attached to Battery E, 1st Field Artil- 
lery. Departing June 21, 1941, for the Philippine 
Islands, he was attached to the 1st Med. Regt. Hdq. 
and Service Co. He participated in campaigns of 
the Philippines and Bataan and was reported miss- 
ing in action May 6, 1942, when he was _ taken 
prisoner of war by the Japanese. Corporal Walker 
was liberated September 7, 1945. He was awarded 
Presidential Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, Philippine Defense Ribbon, and American 
Defense Ribbon. After more than eight years’ 
service, Corporal Walker was honorably discharged 
February 8, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and 
returned to Little Rock. 


9.—Chief Petty Officer George W. Walker, Sr., son 
of Virlinda and Smith Walker, was born November 
14, 1891, in Owensburg, Indiana, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1916. After serving on the Little Rock police 
force for 20 years, he entered the Navy September 
12, 1942, and received boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. He attended Specialist Shore Patrol School 
at Memphis, Tennessee, and served in the United 
States for three years on shore patrol duty. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal and Victory Rib- 
bon for World Wars I and II, having served in the 
Field Artillery of the Army in World War I. After 
being honorably discharged September 30, 1945, at 
Memphis, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Eula, and their children. 


10.—Pfc. George W. Walker, Jr., son of Eula and 
George W. Walker, was born September 16, 1925, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
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lley. He was wounded in 
aly, on October 11, 1944, while 
id for the platoon which was pinned 
surrounded. During that day and night, 
ntire platoon was killed, wounded, or captured. 
te Walker was awarded the Purple Heart, In- 
y Combat Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon, and European Defense Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged October 16, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, he returned to his home in Little Rock. 


11—T/4 Raymond E. Simpson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

~ Jesse S. Simpson of 1713 State Street, Little Rock, 
was born at Vilonia, Arkansas, on October 20, 1920. 
He attended the Vilonia High School and was em- 
ployed as a sewing machine mechanic until entering 
the military service on August 19, 1942. Assigned 
to the Army Ordnance, he was sent to Camp Perry, 
Ohio, for basic training and later attended the Ar- 
tillery School at Aberdeen, Maryland, becoming a 
heavy artillery mechanic. In January, 1944, Ser- 
geant Simpson was sent to the European theater 
with his unit, the 505th Ordnance Tank Maintenance 
Company and served 22 months overseas. He took 
part in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the Meritorious Unit Service Badge. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, November 27, 1945. His wife is Dana 
Simpson. 


12.—Cpl. Morris Talmage Hill, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
DeWitt T. Hill of Little Rock, was born on October 
26, 1920, at Winchester, Arkansas. Educated at 
Wilmot High School and Arkansas A. & M. College 
at Monticello, Arkansas, he entered the Army Air 
Corps on March 25, 1942, and was sent to Kelley 
Field, Texas, for basic training. He completed his 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later 
attended Armament School at Lowry Field, Colo- 
rado, and Emerson Electric at St. Louis, Missouri. 
Arriving in the Southwest Pacific in December, 
1942, he saw 34 months of overseas duty and took 
part in the Bismarck Archipelago, Guadalcanal, 
Northern Solomons, New Guinea, Southern Philip- 
pines and Luzon campaigns, as well as the air 
offensive in China and the Western Pacific and the 
Anti-Submarine Patrol. Holder of the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Silver and four Bronze Battle Stars and the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon, he was also qualified in the 
use of the rifle, sub-machine gun and carbine. 
Corporal Hill was honorably discharged on October 
24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


13.—Lt. (j.g.) William Page Hill, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dewitt T. Hill of Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
born November 20, 1924, in Wilmot, Arkansas. He 
attended Arkansas A. & M. College. Entering the 
Naval Air Corps June 10, 1943, he received training 
at Corpus Christi, Texas, and attended training 
schools at Natchitoches, Louisiana; Jacksonville, 
Texas; Athens, Georgia; Norman, Oklahoma; and 
Corpus Christi, qualifying as naval aviator. Lieuten- 
ant Hill served in the United States for nearly two 
years before departing in March, 1945, for Brazil. 
He was later sent to Japan, remaining overseas for 
nine months and spending six months with the 
occupational forces in Japan. He was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. 


ay, son of Mrs. Mau : 
i e, Arkansas, August : 


ved his education by attending Bates- 
school, after which he was employed 
. Pepper Bottling oe and Neva’s 
Grocery. A member of the National Guard since 
March 2, 1939, he entered the regular Army on 
December 23, 1940, receiving basic training at Camp 
Robinson, where he qualified for military police. 
Attached to L Co., 153rd Infantry, he was sent to 
Seward, Alaska, on August 1, 1941, and after over 
three years’ service returned to the United States 
September 7, 1944. He received Sharpshooters 
Medal for his proficiency in the use of the M-1 rifle, 
Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon, and American De- 
fense Ribbon with one Bronze Star. Sergeant Mon- 
day was honorably discharged May 26, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, and returned to Batesville where he lives 
with his wife, Nelda. 


15.—Cpl. Woodson Monday, son of Mrs. Maude 
Monday, was born at Batesville, Arkansas, on No- 
vember 28, 1915. He received his education by at- 
tending Batesville High School, after which he was 
employed by Arch Jones Construction Company. 
Enlisting in the Infantry June 16, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood and, by atten- 
ding Radio and Field Communication School, quali- 
fied for instrument and communication corporal. 
Attached to 63rd Inf., 6th Div., he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific area in July 1943, participating in 
New Guinea and Philippine campaigns. He received 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, rifle marksman- 
ship and expert machine gun .50 caliber medals, and 
qualified for 81 MM. mortar gunner. Corporal Mon- 
day was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon 
with two Bronze Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, 
Bronze Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Defense Ribbon, American Service Ribbon, and 
Philippine Liberation: Ribbon with one Battle Star 
and Bronze. Arrowhead. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, November 2, 1945. 


16.—Machinist Mate 1/c Ramsey Edward Purifoy, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Lynch Purifoy, was 
born at Texarkana, Arkansas, on April 9, 1918. He 
received his education by attending Texarkana pub- 
lie Schools. Entering the Navy Seabees June 17, 
1942, he received boot training at Camp Endicott, 
R. I., qualifying as earth mover. After training 
in the United States for almost two years, he was 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Mate Purifoy 
served in that area for 14 months, returning to the 
United States on November 17, 1945. Among other 
decorations he received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Novem- 
ber 24, 1945. He and his wife, Asa Lee, live in Little 
Rock with their children. 


17.—Pvt. John Herman Lawhon, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Bewl Lawhon, was born at Little Rock, 
December 19, 1916. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock Public Schools (Rightsell, 
Landmark, Baseline, Mabelvale, and East Side 
Junior High), after which he was employed as retail 
produce route salesman and driller’s helper. Enter- 
ing the Infantry on April 11, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for truck 
driver. After serving over seven months in training 
centers in the United States, he departed on No- 
vember 12, 1944, for Italy. Private Lawhon re- 
ceived rifle Marksmanship Medal and after serving 
one year overseas was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and European-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, November 15, 1945. He and his wife, 
Florence Eloise, live in Little Rock with their chil- 
dren. 


18.—Cpl. William L. Logan, Jr., son of Rachel Idd 
and W. L. Logan, Sr., was born at Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi, May 11, 1906, moving to Arkansas July 
28, 1985. He completed his education by attending 













aan c f oes 
ichigan, qualifying for mili 
After serving in the United Sta 
was sent to the Canal Zone on June 5, 1 
he remained until September 16, 1945. Cor, 
Logan qualified as marksman and among other — 
acknowledgements of service received the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, October 13, 1945. He and his wife, 
Lucille, live in Little Rock with their child. 
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19.—Segt. Burwelle A. Mourning, Jr., is the son of 
Burwelle and Ollie Mourning of Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born January 31, 1923. He 
graduated from Little Rock High School and at- 
tended Arkansas Polytechnic College at Russell- 
ville. He worked for the Arkansas Highway De- 
partment and later as a draftsman for McCrea, 
Blair, and LeFever, Engineers. Entering the mili- 
tary service on January 7, 1948, he was assigned 
to the Ordnance Department and completed his basic 
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1.—Segt. James Edward Byrd, son of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. J. L. Byrd, was born at Little Rock July 
21, 1921, and completed his education at Little Rock 
High School. A member of the Arkansas National 
Guard since May 9, 1940, he was mobilized into 
service on January 6, 1941, and during his preiod 
of military service served with two organizations 
as a radar operator and rifleman. Following his 
entrance into the regular Army, he was first sent 
to Ft. Bliss, Texas, for basic training with the 206t 
Coast Arillery (AA), later sailing for the Aleutian 
Islands with his unit on August 11, 1941, after 
almost 19 months of service in the United States. 
Following the Aleutian campaign, he was returned 
to the United States on March 6, 1944, and was later 
sent to Camp Maxey, Texas, and assigned to the 
290th Infantry. On January 24, 1945, he sailed with 
this unit for the European theater and saw service 
in the Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. 
He served for three months with the Army of Occu- 
pation after the close of the war. For meritorious 
service he was awarded the Pre-Pearl Harbor Rib- 
bon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Star, the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge and several marksmanship medals. 
Sergeant Byrd was honorably discharged from the 
service September 3, 1945. His wife, is Ila Vivian 
Byrd. 


2.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Robert O. Taylor was born 
October 24, 1907, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Stuttgart High School, afterwards being 
engaged as a carpenter. Entering the Navy Febru- 
ary 2, 1944, he received boot training at Coronado 
Island, San Diego, California, qualifying as car- 
penter. He departed September 12, 1944 for Japan, 
and remained overseas for a year and three months, 
participating in the campaigns of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa and being awarded American Defense 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Japanese 
Victory Bar, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged December 13, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife and their four children. 


3.—T/Segt. Ernest L. Ates, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest L. Ates, Sr., was born at Bogalusa, Louisiana, 
on July 5, 1915, moving to Arkansas in 1916. He 
received his education by attending Parham Gram- 
mar School, East Side Junior High School, and 
Little Rock Senior High School, after which he was 
employed by Sterling Stores, Inc. Entering the 
Army (Infantry) on February 12, 1941, he received 
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Arkansas. He attended E] 
wards being engaged as a - 
Army June 20, 1942, he received basic t1 
Camp Robinson, qualifying as barber and a 
man. Attached to the 201st Infantry, he 
November 6, 1942, for the Aleutian Isla 
remained overseas for more than a year. He 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, American € 
Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon. Private 
Bush was transferred to the Reserve Corps Novem- 
ber 15, 1943, and honorably discharged October 26, — 
1944. He lives in Little Rock, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Velma, and their daughter. 
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basic training at Camp Robinson and later, by at- 
tending 35th Division Radio School, he qualified for 
radio operator instructor. Assigned to 153rd In- 
fantry, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands on 
April 12, 1942, and participated in the invasion of 
Kiska Island. Sergeant Ates qualified for expert 
with the .03 rifle, automatic .45 caliber pistol, and 
the M-1 rifle, and for meritorious services was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and the American Defense Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
October 3, 1945, and returned to Little Rock. 


4.—Sgt. Grover D. Wittenburg, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. C. Wittenburg, was born in Little Rock on April 
25, 1923, and received his education by attending the 
public schools in that city and Mabelvale (Arkan- 
sas) High School, after which he was employed by 
the Robinson Lumber Co. Entering the Army Air 
Forces on February 10, 1943, he received basic 
training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and by later 
attendance at Airplane Mechanic’s School, qualified 
as an airplane mechanic on December 14, 1943. 
Among his decorations for military service are the 
American Theater Ribbon and the Marksmanship 
Medal, which he received on December 20, 1943. 
After serving for more than two years in the United 
States, Sergeant Wittenburg was honorably dis- 
charged at Bruns General Hospital, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, on March 2, 1945. He is married to the 
former Miss Maxine Justice. 


5.—Pfe. Cecil Earl Haley, son of Mrs. Wm. F. Haley, 
was born at Little Rock, August 19, 1921. He re- 
ceived his education by attending the Little Rock 
Senior High School, after which he was employed 
by the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Entering the In- 
fantry September 16, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, later attending Motor- 
cycle Service School and specializing as rifleman. 
After serving seven months attached to 473rd In- 
fantry Regiment in the United States, he departed 
May 10, 19438, for Oran, Africa, participating in 
Rome-Arno, North Apennines, and Po Valley cam- 
paigns. He received rifleman’s Marksmanship 
Medal in October, 1942, and for meritorious service 
was awarded Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct 
Medal. European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon, and three Bronze Service Stars. Returning 
to the United States after 27 months’ service over- 
seas, he received an honorable discharge at Ft. 
Leonard Wood October 26, 1945. He lives in Little 
Rock with his wife, Martha Jeanne. 








i c Roy Lowe, son of Marcus and 
ywe, was born at Gurdon, Arkansas, 
1918. He received his education by at- 
eee Jon ere [UE atte Sage ae was 
ees das a bricklayer. Entering the Navy on 
April 25, 1944, he received boot training at San 
_ Diego, California. Fireman Lowe served 22 months 

in the United States and eight months overseas. 
He received an honorable discharge at Memphis, 
January 26, 1946, returning to Little Rock, where 
he lives with his wife, Lela, and their child. 


7.—Private George F. Byrd was born April 27, 1918, 
son of Mrs. J. L. Byrd of 8201 Asher Avenue, Little 
Rock. He received his education in the Little Rock 
Public Schools and was associated with the Pitts- 
burg Pirates Baseball Club before entering the 
Army about April, 1942. ( Biography uncomplete as 
not further details were furnished.) 


8.—Chief Carpenter’s Mate James Cleveland Witten- 
burg, son of Mr. and Mrs. Grover Cleveland Wit- 
tenburg, was born April 27, 1914, in Little Rock. He 
attended Garland School and West Side Junior High 
School, afterwards being employed as bus operator 
for the Capitol Transportation Company. Entering 
the Navy May 5, 1941, he departed in October 
1941 for the North Atlantic Theater of Operations 
and was later sent to the Southwest Pacific. He 
remained overseas for three years and nine months 
and was honorably discharged September 1, 1945, 
at New Orleans, Louisiana. He lives in Little Rock 
with his wife, Rosalie Irene, and their child. 


9—I1st Lt. Charles McCullough Vandiver, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Vandiver of Bald Knob, 
Arkansas, was born on June 17, 1921 at Pangburn, 
Arkansas. He attended the Bald Knob Public 
Schools, Ouachita College at Arkadelphia, and the 
Oklahoma Baptist University at Shawnee, Okla- 
homa, prior to entering the Army Air Corps on 
March 27, 1942. He completed his preflight train- 
ing at San Antonio, Texas, and received his pilot’s 
wings at Ellington Field, Texas, on April 22, 1943. 
A veteran of more than four years’ service with 
the Air Corps, he served as a staff pilot for the 
Western Flying Training Command at Randolph 
Field, Texas. He was placed on inactive duty at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, on April 4, 1946. His wife is 
Esta Mae Vandiver. 


10.—Pfc. John A. Williams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John A. Williams, Sr., was born May 28, 1920, in 
Hope, Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock 
High School, Arkansas Polytechnic College, and 
Curtis-Wright Tech., Glendale, California, after- 
wards being employed as an aeronautical engineer 
with Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, Burbank, Cali- 
fornia, for four years. Entering the Army Air 
Corps May 8, 1945, he received basic training at 
Ft. MacArthur, California; Camp Ellis, Illinois; Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, and Sheppard Field, Texas. He 
attended service school at Sheppard Field, qualify- 
ing as base instructor. He is still in the service in 
the United States. His home is in Little Rock. 


11.—Yeoman 1/c Ruth Elaine Williams is the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John A. Williams of 4719 North 
Lookout Avenue, Little Rock. Born at Stephens, 
Arkansas, March 18, 1923, she graduated from Lit- 
tle Rock High School and then completed her educa- 
tion at Park College, Parkville, Missouri. Yeoman 
Williams entered the United States. Coast Guard 
“Spars” on March 15, 1948, and was sent to Hunter 
College in New York City for her period of boot 
training. She later completed the yeoman’s course 
at the Yeoman’s School, Stillwater, Oklahoma. She 
is a veteran of more than two and one-half years 
of Coast Guard service and was honorably dis- 
charged at New Orleans, Louisiana, November 30, 
1945. 


12.—Pfe. Earl L. Williamson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert N. Williamson, was born at Kingston, Okla- 
homa, on August 12, 1914, moving to Arkansas In 
May, 1942. He received his education by attending 
Kingston High School, after which he was employed 
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as a utility repairman by the Pulaski County 
Housing Corporation, Jacksonville, Arkansas, and 
by the Arkansas Ordnance Plant at Jacksonville. 
Entering the Field Artillery February 7, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
ualifying as auto mechanic and heavy truck driver. 
ttached to Btry. C, 745th Field Artillery, he de- 
parted from the United States December 16, 1944, 
for the European Theater of Operations, where he 
participated in the Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns with the 9th Army. After serving two 
months with the 26th Division, Army of Occupa- 
tion, he returned to the United States on December 
25, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, December 31, 1945. He and his wife, 
Louise, live in Jacksonville with their two children. 


13.—Seaman 1/c Robert Williamson, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Williamson, Sr., was born July 11, 
1926, in Kingston, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas 
in 1941. He attended Kingston Elementary School 
and Jacksonville, Arkansas, High School, after- 
wards being engaged in defense work at the Arkan- 
sas Ordnance Plant. Entering the Navy December 
14, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as chief master at arms. At- 
tached to Co. 44-632, he departed April 10, 1945, 
for the Philippine Islands. He was awarded Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Rib- 
bon, . and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. Seaman 
Williamson is still in the service overseas on the 
repair ship U.S.S. Lyson Island. His home is in 
Jacksonville. 


14.—S/Segt. James Martin Wage, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert E. Wage, was born January 18, 1923, 
at Little Rock. He received his education by attend- 
ing Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior 
College, and University of Arkansas. Entering the 
U. S. Marine Corps January 27, 19438, he received 
basic training at Marine Corps Base, San Diego, 
and by attending Radio School at Jacksonville, 
Florida, specialized in airborne radio operations and 
maintenance. After completing his training, he de- 
parted March 18, 1944, for Oahu, Hawaii, later 
participating in the campaigns of Leyte and Zam- 
boanga, Mindinao, and Bismarck Archipelago. Ser- 
geant Wage qualified for radio operator (air) and 
rifle sharpshooter March 11, 1943. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon, and Naval Unit Citation. 
Returning to the United States July 24, 1945, he 
was honorably discharged November 10, 1945, at 
Miramar, San Diego. 


15.—I1st Lt. Robert E. Wage, Jr., is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert E. Wage of Little Rock. Born in 
Little Rock on August 1, 1920, he completed his 
education in the Little Rock schools and at Arkansas 
Polytechnic College and the University of Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Army Air Corps on September 
10, 1942, he received his flight training at Santa 
Ana, California, and was commissioned as a pilot 
of two-engine aircraft. After two and a half years 
as a member of the Western Flying Training Com- 
mand and the Troop Carrier Command, he was sent 
to the China-Burma-India theater in April, 1945, 
and remained overseas for nine months. Lieutenant 
Wage took part in the Central and Southern Burma 
and the China air offensive and was awarded the 
Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He was 
placed on inactive duty on January 30, 1946, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He is married and 
he and his wife, Jacquelyn Godwin, have two chil- 
dren. 


16.—Pvt. Willard Thadeus Steinheil, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Steinheil, was born in Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, April 29, 1919. He received his education in 
the Little Rock and Murfreesboro (Arkansas) pub- 
lic schools, and afterwards worked as a carpenter, 
and also served three years in_the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps. Entering the United States Coast 
Guard on August 2, 1940, he later transferred to 
the 75th Signal Corps, training at Camp Haan, Ft. 
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r Kumpuris, son of Mrs. 
1e late Peter Kumpuris was 
June 29, 1915. He received 
\g Little Rock High School, 
ss employed as a salesman. He 
nsas National Guard from Sep- 
mber 23. 0, to September 22, 1941, and enlisted 
» United States Army Air Corps on June 4, 
2. He received basic training at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
and later attended Ground Safety School at 
er, qualifying for duty as an administrative 
specialist. During his four and a half years of 
service in the United States, he was stationed at 
Ft. Sill, (Oklahoma), Morris Field (Charlotte, North 
Carolina) and Shaw Field (Sumter, South Carolina). 
On August 14, 1942, he received a fractured spine in 
an airplane crash at Augusta, Georgia. Sergeant 
Kumpuris received the American Defense Service 
Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the World War II Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged from the service 
November 24, 1945, at Seymour Johnson Field, North 
Carolina. He is the husband of Mrs. Jean Blanos 
Kumpuris. 






























18.—Seaman 1/c Harry Kumpuris, son of Mrs. Peter 
Kumpuris, and the late Peter Kumpuris, was born in 
Little Rock on March 19, 1914. He received his edu- 
eation in the Little Rock public schools and later 
worked as a hatter in the capital city prior to 
entering the United States Navy on June 15, 1942. 
He received boot training at the Naval Base in 
Dallas, Texas, and later qualified for service in the 
commissary department. After having served in 
the United States for 28 months, he went to sea on 
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1.—M. A.M. 3/c Ralph Marion Davis, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Davis of 1607 College Street, 
was born September 2, 1924, in Little. Rock. After 
receiving his education in the Little Rock Public 
Schools he was employed by the Rock Island Rail- 
road. Entering the Navy April 6, 1942, he received 
his boot training in Corpus Christi, Texas. (Bi- 
ography uncomplete as no further details were fur- 
nished.) 


2.—Carpenter’s Mate Jack R. Hild, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis F. Hild, was born April 27, 1917, at 
North Little Rock. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock Schools, after which 
he was employed by Post Engineers at Camp Robin- 
son. Entering the Naval Construction Battalion in 
May, 1942, he received boot training at Norfolk, 
Virginia. After completing his training 1n the 
United States, he departed in February 1944, at- 
tached to 102d Naval Construction Bn., for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he served on New 
Guinea and the Philippine Islands. He received the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and 
Medal. He was honorably discharged 


Good Conduct : 
to Little 


at Memphis, February 13, 1946, returning 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mary. 


3.—Cpl. Albert L. Reeves, son of Mrs. Luther Harlan 
Reeves, was born at Eufala, Oklahoma, October 14, 
1905, moving to Arkansas in 1910. He received his 
education by attending the Little Rock Public 
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19.—S/Sgt. James Kumpuris, son of Mrs. Peter 
Kumpuris_ and the late Peter Kumpuris, was born 
at Little Rock on November 21, 1910. He received 
his education by attending Little Rock High School, 
after which he was employed by the Union Na- 
tional. Bank of Little Rock. Entering the United 
States Army Air Forces April 7, 1942, he received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and by at- 
tending Sparton School of Aviation in Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, and Allison Engine Company, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, qualified for duty as an airplane mechanic 
and airplane inspector. On August 20, 1943, he left 
with his unit, the 91st Air Service Sqdn., for Bizerte, 
Tunisia and during the two years he served over- 
seas, saw extensive action, including the Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno and Upper Apennine campaigns. 
He was honorably discharged from the service on 
Age 3, 1945, at Ellington Field, Houston, 
exas. 


20.—Cpl. James Hronas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Hronas, was born in Little Rock on March 19, 1920. 
He received his education by attending the public 
schools in Olympia, Greece, and in Little Rock, after 
which he was employed by the Modern Hatters in 
Little Rock. Entering the United States Army 
Medical Corps on November 13, 1941, he received 
basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, later at- 
tending Cooks’ and Bakers’ School. On February 27, 
1944, he sailed for England with the M. R. T. C. unit 
and served in the European theater for 22 months. 
He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, the Pre- 
Pearl Harbor Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and 
the World War II Victory Ribbon. Corporal Hronas 
was honorably discharged from the service on De- 
cember 19, 1945. 


abs 


Schools. Entering the Army Air Corps October 8, 
1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and Hammer Field, Fresno, California, 
later attending Engineering and Operations School 
at Ft. Collins, Colorado, where he qualified for 
operations clerk. Attached to 30th Bomb Group, 
he departed from the United States October 9, 1943, 
for Ellice Islands, and participated in the Gilbert, 
Marshall, Marianas, Volcano, and Bonin Islands 
campaigns. Among other decorations, Corporal 
Reeves was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, and 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four Battle Stars. Re- 
turning to the United States September 30, 1945, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
October 8, 1945. He lives in Little Rock. 


4.—Pfc. James Frank Clubb, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. GC. Clubb, was born at Dardanelle, Arkansas, on 
May 4, 1912. He received his education at Little 
Rock High School and entered the Army on March 
14, 1942. Receiving basic training at Camp Robin- 
son, he attended Military Police School and qualified 
for military policeman. After serving in the United 
States for more than two years, he was sent to the 
European Theater of Operations on June 6, 1944, at- 
tached to M. P. Escort Guard, 453rd Co., 8rd Army. 
Private Clubb saw 19 months’ service overseas 
guarding prisoners of war, including eight months 
with the Army of Occupation at Compiegene, 
France. He was awarded the European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon with one Star. Returning to the 
United States January 8, 1946, he received an honor- 
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-6.—Cpl. Leslie F. Billingsley, son of Ed F. and 
Bessie Billingsley, was born July 2, 1922, at Pales- 
tine, Arkansas. He attended Palestine Grammar 
and Forrest City High Schools, after which he was 
employed as farmer and welder. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers October 16, 1942, he received basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and at- 
tended Atlanta Ordnance Base School, specializing 
in welding combination. After training in the United 
States, he departed March 6, 1944, attached to 369th 
Engineer Battalion, for the Asiatic-Pacific and par- 
ticipated in the campaign on Luzon, P. I. He re- 
ceived World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic- 
Pacific and Philippine Liberation Ribbons with one 
Star. After serving two months with the Army of 
Occupation, he returned to the United States Janu- 
ary 8, 1946, and was honorably discharged January 
16, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 


—Segt. Augustus L. Hill, son of Augustus and 
Janie Hill of Mabelvale, Arkansas, was born at 
Hartford, Arkansas, October 15, 1915. He attended 
the Little Rock High School and entered the mili- 
tary service on April 8, 1941. He was assigned to 
the Infantry and served his basic training at Ft. 
Ord, California. Sergeant Hill was then transferred 
to the Air Corps and attended Radio School at Reno, 
Nevada. He became.a radio operator and was sent 
to the Aleutian Islands in June, 1942. After 
participating in the Aleutian campaign, he was sent 
to the China-Burma-India theater and served in that 
theater for the remainder of his 31 months overseas. 
Holder of the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
and the Distinguished Unit Badge, he was honorably 
discharged at Ft. MacArthur, California, January 
24, 1946. His wife is Naomi P. Hill. 


8.—S/Sgt. Leroy M. Hill, son of Augustus and Janie 
Hill of Mabelvale, Arkansas, was born at Gerty, 
Oklahoma, August 3, 1920, and moved with his fam- 
ily to Arkansas in 1924. He attended the Little 
Rock schools and was employed by the Little Rock 
Paint and Paper Company and the National Biscuit 
Company until entering the Army Air Corps on 
November 2, 1942. Upon the completion of his basic 
training at Waco, Texas, and Wendover Field, 
Utah, he attended Gunnery Schools at Tyndall Field, 
Florida, and Sheppard Field, Texas, and became a 
turret gunner and aircraft mechanic. Sergeant Hill 
was sent to England in March, 1944, and was 1m- 
mediately assigned to combat duty with the 790th 
Bomb Sqdn. of the 467th Bomb Group. On his ninth 
combat mission, his plane was shot down over 
Hanover, Germany, and this gallant soldier was 
reported as killed in action on April 29, 1944, Faith- 
fully serving his country, Sergeant Hill was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart and was the 
holder of the Air Medal and the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 


9.—MT/Sgt. Warren F. Hill, son of Augustus and 
Janie D. Hill of Mabelvale, Arkansas, was born 
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10.—1st Lt. Lee Roy Weathersbee, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lee Roy Weathersbee, Sr., was born De- 
cember 24, 1921, at North Little Rock. He attended 
the Catholic High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as electrician by the Fagan Electric Com- 
pany. Entering the Marine Air Corps July 24, 1942, 
he received training at Pensacola, Florida, qualify- 
ing as. aviation-fighter pilot. After serving two 
years in the United States, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater November 22, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in_ the Marshall Islands and Okinawa 
campaigns. He was awarded three Air Medals and 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Lt. Weathersbee 
received an honorable discharge February 13, 1946, 
at Newport, Arkansas, returning to North Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Norma Louise. 


11.—Pfe. Thomas D. Wilson, son of Quintin G. and 
Beulah Wilson, was born at Little Rock, April 14, 
1925. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock and North Little Rock Schools and graduated 
from North Little Rock High School. Entering the 
Infantry on July 12, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, later attending ASTP 
Service School at University of Cincinnati. After 
serving one year in the United States, Private Wil- 
son departed September 12, 1944 for Europe, at- 
tached to Co. K, 407th Infantry. He served in the 
campaign of Germany and was wounded in action 
at Munchen Gladbach, February 28, 1945. He quali- 
fied as sharpshooter with the rifle and carbine in 
April, 1944, and as expert infantryman August 16, 
1944, For meritorious service, he was awarded the 
Purple Heart, European - African - Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After over eight months’ 
service overseas, he returned to the United States 
May 31, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Ft. 
et Houston, August 21, 1945. He lives in Little 
ock. 


12.—Shipfitter 2/c Alvin Ralph Koehler, son of J. 
M. and Clara E. Koehler, was born at Judsonia, 
Arkansas, April 9, 1921. He received his education 
by attending the Searcy and North Little Rock 
(Arkansas) public schools. Entering the United 
States Navy’s Construction Battalion on October 5, 
1942, he received boot training at Camp Endicott, 
Rhode Island, and later attended a welder’s school. 
Attached to 66th U. S. Navy Construction Battalion, 
he was sent to the Aleutian Islands on August 22, 
1943, thence to Okinawa in the early summer of 
1945. Shipsfitter Koehler lists among his awards 
for meritorious service the Asiatic-Pacifiec Theater 
Ribbon and an Expert Marksman’s Medal (rifle). 
He was honorably discharged from the service on 
October 28, 1945, at Little Rock. 


13.—Parachute Rigger 3/c Robert Lee Koehler, son 
of Clara and J. M. Koehler, was born January 20, 
1926, in Judsonia, Arkansas. He attended Searcy, 
Camden, Sylvan Hills, and Little Rock Public 
Schools, afterwards being engaged as cloth 
cutter for Berry Dry Goods Company. Entering the 
Navy April 12, 1944, he received boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and also served at Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, California. Departing 
June 12, 1944, for the Marshall Islands, he remained 
overseas for a year and a half and was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
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Stars, Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal, 
and World War II Victory Medal. After being 
honorably discharged April 13, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Venah. 


15.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c James David Nalley, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel David Nalley, was born 
at Little Rock, September 6, 1922. He received his 
education by attending Benton, Arkansas, Grade and 
High Schools, after which he was employed by 
Owosso Mfg. Co. Entering the Navy December 
17, 1942, he received boot training at Camp Allen, 
Norfolk, Virginia. Serving with the 121st Navy 
Construction Battalion, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater January 13, 1944, where he saw 
service in the Marshall Islands, Saipan, and Tinian. 
He also served with the Marines. He served overseas 
for 20 months and was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation with one Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with two Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. Mate Nalley 
received an honorable discharge at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, December 13, 1945. He and his wife, Lucy, 
live in Little Rock with their child. 


16.—STM 2/ce James H. Seamon, son of Nellie 
Louise and Herman William Seamon of Alexander, 
Arkansas, was born at Vimy Ridge, Arkansas on 
April 24, 1927. He attended the Vimy Ridge schools 
and Catholic High School at Little Rock before 
entering the United States Maritime Service on 
September 1, 1944. After completing his basic train- 
ing at Sheepshead Bay, New York, he was given 
sea duty and has since served in both the European 
and Pacific theaters with the Merchant Marine. 
Overseas a total of 14 months, he saw service in 
Belgium and Shanghai, China. He was honorably 
discharged in Virginia on November 9, 1945. 
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States and was honorably discharged at San Fran- — 
cisco, California, April 1, (1946. His wife is Mary “ 


Elizabeth Seamon. 


19.—Shipfitter 3/c Charles Harman Tullos, son of 
Artie Virginia Tullos of Little Rock, was born at 
Enola, Arkansas, January 19, 1924. He attended the 
Enola and Sweet Home Schools, and was employed 
at the Kaiser Shipyards, Vancouver, Washington. 
He entered the Navy October 25, 1943, and served 
his boot training period at San Diego, California. 
In January, 1944, he was sent to the Pacific theater 
and saw action in the Philippines. Holder of the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two stars, the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory 
Ribbon, he was a member of the crew of the de- 
stroyer U.S.S. Halligan when his ship was sunk by 
enemy action. He was honorably discharged April 
16, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


20.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/c Richard O. Tul- 
los, son of Mrs. Artie Virginia Tullos, was born at 
Enola, Arkansas, June 11, 1921. He received his edu- 
cation by attending public schools at Enola, Fuller, 
and Sweet Home, after which he was engaged in 
farming and employed by Dixie Bauxite Company 
of Sweet Home. Entering the Navy September 28, 
1942, he received boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, later attending Gunners AMN School at 
Memphis where he qualified for aerial machine 
gunner. After training in the United States for 14 
months Mate Tullos was sent to the Asiatic-Pacifiec 
theater in October, 1943. He served on the U.S.S. 
Enterprise, U.S.S. Relief, U. S. Naval Base Hospital 
No. 18, U. S. Naval Hospital Aiea Territory of 
Hawaii, and U. S. Naval Hospital in Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, and Memphis, Tennessee. He was wounded 
in action and among decorations received are 19 
Battle Stars, Presidential Citation, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacifie and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at Naval 
Hospital, Memphis, October 4, 1945, returning to 
Little Rock. 
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He rece : 
d Silver and Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit 
Citation, and Purple Heart with Cluster. Private 
Herbert received an honorable discharge at J effer- 
‘son Barracks, July 23, 1945. He and his wife, Joan 
Ethel, live in Little Rock. iy 


2.—Pfc. Teddy Monroe Hollensworth, son of William 
Henry and Addie Hollensworth, was born on October 
8, 1904, at Bearden, Arkansas. He was educated at 
Bearden High School and then engaged in farming 
until entering the military service on August 1, 
1942. Private Hollensworth was assigned to the 
military police and served his basic training period 
at the Pine Bluff Arsenal, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
He served with the military police throughout his 
two years and three months in the Army, and was 
honorably discharged on November 4, 1944, at the 
8th Service Command Headquarters, Dallas, Texas. 
His wife is Mrs. Crystal Hollensworth. 


3—Chief Warrant Officer Robert W. Dhonau, son 
of Mrs. Pearl Dhonau, was born at Gillett, Arkan- 
sas, January 14, 1913. He received his education by 
attending Springdale High School, Magnolia A. & M. 
College (two years), and School of Business Admin- 
istration, University of Arkansas, two years. Enter- 
ing the Field Artillery, March 17, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, qualifying for 
supply officer. Attached to 936th F. A. Bn. (142d 
F. A. Regt.) he was sent to North Africa on August 
21, 1943, and participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Northern Apennines and Po Valley campaigns. 
After serving overseas 25 months, including four 
months with the Army of Occupation, he returned 
to the United States September 30, 1945. In addition 
to other decorations, he received the Bronze Star 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Leonard 
Wood February 15, 1946, and lives in Little Rock. 


4.—2nd Lt. Edwin Charles Herbert, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Meeker Herbert, Sr., was born at Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, July 8, 1911. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Arkadelphia High School and 
Ouachita Baptist College (B. A. Degree 1933). En- 
listing in the Field Artillery on November 6, 1942, 
he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
and attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Sill, 
where he qualified in heavy artillery. After 15 
months’ training in the United States, he departed 
February 9, 1944, for North Africa, attached to the 
302nd Field Artillery, 76th Division. He was in 
action at Anzio Beachhead and Anzio-Rome offen- 
sive, in which he was injured. After eight months’ 
service overseas, Lieutenant Herbert was honorably 
retired from service at Daytona Beach, Florida, 
General Hospital June 10, 1945, returning to Little 
Rock. 


5.—S/Sgt. Quinney Floyd Hollensworth, son of Wil- 
liam Henry and Addie Hollensworth, was born at 
Bearden, Arkansas, March 19, 1906. He completed 
his education in the Bearden Public Schools and 
was employed as a salesman until entering the 
United States Army Air Corps in April, 1942. 
Sergeant Hollensworth served his basic training 
period in the Air Corps at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and later was sent to the Radio School at Scott 
Field, Illinois. Upon the completion of his training 
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6.—M/Segt. Doyle Basinger Rowland, son of Mrs. 
Mary Paralee Rowland, was born at Ferndale, 
Arkansas, August 14, 1915. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Joe T. Robinson High School, 
after which he was employed in the office of the 
city engineer. Entering the Army, Corps of En- 
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-gineers, May 15, 1942, he received basic training 
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at Camp Crowder, Missouri, later attending Mid- 
Western Signal Corps School where he qualified 
for surveyor. After serving in the United States 
attached to 1052nd Engineers, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater July 3, 1943, and served in 
New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Luzon. 
Sergeant Rowland received rifle Marksmanship 
Medal February 19, 1943, and for meritorious ser- 
vices was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, 
and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 
Bronze Service Stars. Returning to the United 
States November 30, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, December 1, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock. 


7.—Lt. Charles M. Dhonau, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. M. Dhonau, was born at North Little Rock, 
February 12, 1925. He received his education by 
attending Lee Grammar School, Pulaski Heights 
Junior High School, and Little Rock Senior High 
School. Entering the Army Air Force on April 28, 
1943, he received training at Santa Ana Army Field, 
Kingman Army Air Field, and Deming Army Field, 
qualifying for aerial bombardier. Serving 15 months 
with the Army Air Forces in the United States, he 
was sent to Great Britain on September 8, 1944. 
Lieutenant Dhonau served two months in the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations, making 16 combat 
missions over enemy territory, and was killed in 
action November 21, 1944. He was posthumously 
awarded the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
and the Purple Heart. He is survived by his par- 
ents, who live in Little Rock. 


8.—Seaman 1/c Donald Stafford Herbert, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Meeker Herbert, Sr., was born at 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on February 6, 1926. He 
received his education by attending Arkadelphia 
High School and Little Rock High School. Enlisting 
in the Navy October 9, 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, and by attending University of 
Colorado Radio School; Radio School, Yerba Beuna 
Island; Bomb and Fuse School, Alameda; and Radar 
School, Alameda, he qualified for radioman. After 
attending Service Schools for 15 months, he was 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he par- 
ticipated in campaigns off Northern Luzon, Iwo 
Jima, Okinawa, and mainland of Japan. He was 
aboard the carrier “Bunker Hill” when it was struck 
by enemy suicide planes on May 11, 1945. Returning 


+o the United States, Seaman Herbert received an 


honorable discharge at U. S. Naval Special Hospital, 
Sun Valley, Idaho, November 29, 1945. He lives in 
Little Rock. 


9—Pvt. Gladys L. Brown, was born May 8, 1922. 
After graduating from North Little Rock High 
School she attended the Capitol City Business Col- 
lege and was employed by the Gus Blass Co. before 
she enlisted in the W.A.C. Air Corps in January, 
1944. Completing a year of faithful service she 
was honorably discharged in January, 1945. 


10.—Pfe. Frank H. Callanen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
BE. A. Callanen, was born at Little Rock, October 12, 
1909. He received his education by attending West 
Side Junior High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as stationary engineer. Entering the In- 
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James Gordon Davis, was born at 
¢, December 21, 1912. He received his 
attending Little Rock Public Schools, 
1 he was engaged in banking and general 
ance business. He first enlisted in the Navy 
March 17, 1930, was discharged October 17, 1948, 
and enlisted again February 2, 1942, as storekeeper 
1/ce, later being commissioned lieutenant (j. g.), 
supply corps. He departed from the United States 
in May, 1942, on Atlantic patrol duty and also 
served in the South Pacific, where he participated 
in the second and third battles of Savo Island, se- 
curing of Guadalcanal, and bombardment of Mundo, 
New Guinea. Among other decorations, he received 
the Good Conduct Medal and South Pacific-Asiatic 
Ribbon with three Stars. Returning to the United 
States in March 1944, he received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Wallace, Texas, November 24, 
1945. He and his wife, Mildred, live in Little Rock 
with their child. 


12.—S/Sgt. Robert O. Lindsey, son of Mrs. L. W. 
Lindsey, was born December 4, 1915, at Buckner, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Waldo, Arkansas, High School, after which he was 
employed in Arkansas Ordnance Plant. Entering 
the Corps of Engineers August 4, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, qualifying 
for construction foreman. Completing his training 
in the United States attached to Hq. 12th Port, 
T.C., he departed July 17, 1943, for the European 
theater and participated in the Normandy and 
Northern France campaigns. His unit landed on 
Omaha Beach, France, D-plus 20 and set up and 
operated the first port in France at St. Vast La 
Hogue. He received the Good Conduct Medal, World 
War II Victory Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, and two Bronze Stars. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee Decem- 
ber 1, 1945, returning to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Zettie Lee. 





















13.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Odis Herschel 
Matthews, son of Mrs. Sarah Ellen Jones, was born 
at Tull, Arkansas, October 17, 1912. He received 
his education by attending Sheridan High School, 
after which he was employed as dock foreman and 
truck driver for East Texas Motor Freight Lines. 
Entering the Navy Reserve April 7, 1944, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and 
was assigned to U.S.S. Girasol P. Y. 27. After train- 
ing in the United States he was sent to Pearl Harbor 
June 1, 1944, and served overseas for 18 months. 
He received Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star and American Theater and Victory 
Ribbons. Returning to the United States November 
19, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
December 16, 1945. He and his wife, Laura, live in 
Little Rock with their child. 


14.—_T/3 Ernest E. Banzhof, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George E. Banzhof, was born at Little Rock, June 
17, 1917. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock High School, Arkansas A. & M. and 
Oklahoma A. & M., after which he was employed 
by U. S. Engineers and at the Arkansas Ordnance 
Plant, Jacksonville, Arkansas, as inspector. Enter- 
ing Ordnance Intelligence September 1, 1942, he 
received basic training at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Maryland, and later attended Ammunition 
Service School. After training in the United States 
for three months, he was sent to Cairo, Egypt, on 


n I 2 30 
al jp aeiideg | Theater of Operations Ribbon with 
five Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged 
at Aberdeen Proving Grounds October 18, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock where he lives with his 
wife, Kathleen. 


15.—S/Sgt. Robert E. Hoben, Jr., son of Robert E. 
and Katie Mae Hoben of 1100 Rock Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Hot Springs on April 2, 1925. 
He attended Little Rock High School and was 
graduated from Malvern High School. Sergeant 
Hoben was a student at Arkansas Polytechnic Col- 
lege at Russellville when he entered military service 
on July 28, 1948. He served his basic training in 
the Army Air Corps at Miami Beach, Florida and 
then served as a cadet at Mississippi State College. 
He later attended Radio School at Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota and Gunnery School at Yuma, Ari- 
zona. Sergeant Hoben served almost three years as 
a radio operator and gunner and won the Good 
Conduct Medal, the American Theater Ribbon, and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
on March 15, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


16.—S/Sgt. Hubert Wallace Ginnett, son of Charlie 
Franklin and Mada Wallace Ginnett, was born at 
Double Wells, Arkansas, October 3, 1917. He 
graduated from Watson Chapel High School with 
the class of 19385, after which he was employed by 
U. S. Civil Service Commission in Washington. 
Enlisting in the Army Corps of Engineers October 
13, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia, qualifying for supply sergeant. He was 
awarded Marksmanship Medal for his proficiency 
with rifle, carbine, and .50 caliber machine gun. 
Attached to 160th Eng. Combat Bn., 512th Eng. 
Light Pontoon Co., he departed from the United 
States on April 6, 1942, for Newfoundland and on 
June 27, 1944, for the European theater. Sergeant 
Ginnett saw action in Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe, and also 
spent two months with the Army of Occupation. 
For meritorious services he was awarded the Amer- 
ican Defense, American Theater of Operations, 
Good Conduct and European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars. He was honorably 
discharged at Foster General Hospital, Jackson, 
Mississippi, September 29, 1945. He and his wife, 
Eleanor Marion, live in Little Rock. 






17.—Aviation Cadet James Franklin Ginnett, son 
of Charlie Franklyn and Mada Wallace Ginnett, was 
born February 14, 1922, at Double Wells, Arkansas. 
He received his education by graduating from Grape- 
vine High School in 1940 and attended Northwestern 
State College at Natchitoches, Louisiana. Enlisting 
in the Naval Air Corps on September 12, 1942, he 
attended Naval Flight Prep School at Natchitoches 
and Naval War Training School at Lafayette, Lou- 
isiana. He was honorably discharged at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, on May 12, 1948, and lives in Little 
Rock. 


18.—Pfe. Joseph Horace Blount, son of Edith and 
Horace Blount, was born February 19, 1926, in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Rose 
City, Riverside, Clendennin, Sylvan Hills, and North 
Little Rock Senior High Schools. Entering the In- 
fantry September 25, 1944, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Fannin, Texas, qualifying as sharp- 
shooter with rifle, Browning automatic rifle, light 
machine gun, bazooka, and grenade launcher. He 
departed February 19, 1945, for Glasgow, Scotland, 
and the European Theater of Operations. Overseas 
for four and a half months with the 346th Infantry, 
Co. C, 87th Division, 3rd Army, he participated in 
campaigns of Central Germany and Rhineland and 
received 10 wounds from German machine gun fire. 
He was hospitalized at the 111th General Hospital 
in England, McCloskey Hospital in Texas, Brooke 
Hospital in San Antonio, Texas, and O’Reilly Hos- 
pital in Springfield, Missouri. Private Blount was 
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19.—Pfe. Bennie Jefferson Lawhon is the son of 
John B. and Annie J. Lawhon of Route 4, Little 
Rock. Born in Little Rock on August 20, 1924, he 
attended the Little Rock public schools and was 
employed as a retail produce salesman until enter- 
ing the Army on August 10, 1943. He received his 
basic Infantry training at Camp Adair, Oregon, 
and has seen service with the 70th and the 81st 
Infantry Divisions. Arriving in the South Pacific 
area in July, 1944, he saw more than 19 months of 
foreign service and took part in the campaigns in 
the Southern Philippines and Southern Pacific. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
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1.—Sgt. Aubrey G. Blanks, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Aubrey G. Blanks, Sr., was born November 6, 1922, 
in Hamburg, Arkansas. He attended Hamburg 
Public Schools and Little Rock High School, grad- 
uating in 1940, and University of Arkansas for two 
years. Entering the Army December 1, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying as radio operator, battalion mail orderly, 
and marksman. After nearly a year in the United 
States with the 57th Engineer Combat Bn., 77th 
Infantry Division, Sergeant Blanks departed October 
17, 1943, for New Caledonia and served overseas 
more than two years. He participated in the cam- 
paigns at Bougainville, Northern Solomons, and 
Leyte and Cebu, Southern Philippines, being 
wounded in action March 8, 1944. After spending 
two and a half months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion in Japan, he was awarded World War II Vic- 
tory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee December 
20, 1945. 


2.—1st/Sgt. Dewey L. Durham, son of Mittie and 
Sam Durham, was born July 17, 1909, in Collins, 
Arkansas. He attended Chidester Grammar School 
and Prescott High School. Entering the Army Air 
Force January 5, 1942, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas. Sergeant Durham departed 
February 18, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
of Operations and remained overseas for nearly 
three years, participating in campaigns of New 
Guinea and Northern Australia. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 5, 1945, at Foster General 
Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi, he returned to Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Fern. 


3.—Pyt. Charles Terry Koon, son of Jeff and Iris 
Koon of Ferndale, Arkansas, was born at Nimrod, 
Arkansas, November 23, 1925. He attended the Little 
Rock schools and was graduated from Joe T. Robin- 
son High School in 1948. Private Koon entered the 
military service on March 8, 1944, and was sent to 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, for his basic training. He was 
assigned to the Pack Field Artillery and was sent 
to Italy with the famed 10th Mountain Division in 
January, 1945. Overseas more than seven months, 
he saw action at Belvedere and in the Po Valley 
campaign. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Carson, Colorado, on October 24, 1945, and reenlisted 
in the Regular Army the same day. He left the 
United States for China in February, 1946, and 
landed at Shanghai, China. He is now serving with 
the Palace Guard of the occupation force in Korea 
as a private first class. 


{.—Specialist (Gunner) 2/ce George J. Jones, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. George J. Jones, Sr., was -born 
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Camp Adair, Oregon. He and his wife, Dorothy 
Lee, are the parents of one child. 













34 


July 31, 1923, in Houston, Texas, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1932. He attended Ben Franklin School in 
Houston and Rose City, Riverside, Fourth Street 
Junior High, and North Little Rock Senior High 
Schools. Entering Navy V-6 and V-5 November 26, 
1942, he received boot training at Troy, New York, 
and attended Gunnery Schools at Washington, D. C., 
and Purcele, Oklahoma, qualifying as gunnery in- 
structor, aviation free and fixed gunnery. He 
served for three and a half years in the United 
States and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. 
After being honorably discharged May 6, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in : 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. 


5.—Cpl. Carl Amos, son of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Allen Amos, was born April 23, 1912, at Birming- 
ham, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1941. He 
received his education by attending Pleasant Grove, 
Missouri, Public Schools, after which he was en- 
gaged in farming until entering the Army Febru- 
ary 5, 1941. He received basic training at Camp 
Robinson and was sent to Honolulu in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater on April 5, 1944. He was transferred 
from the Infantry to 51st Military Police Bn. for 
service at Guadalcanal, Okinawa, and Korea. After 
serving over 19 months overseas, he returned to 
the United States on November 6, 1944. Corporal 
Amos received the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, American 
Theater of Operations Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
November 29, 1945. He and his wife, Addie Mae, 
live in North Little Rock with their child. 


6.—S/Sgt. George Frederick Gregory, son of Mrs. 
Jane A. Gregory and the late Harry D. Gregory, 
was born May 21, 1920, in Arena, New York, moving 
to Arkansas February 1942. He attended Margaret- 
ville, New York, High School, afterwards being en 
gaged in dance bands in New York. Entering the 
Infantry April 25, 1940, he received advanced basic 
training at Camp Howze, Texas, qualifying as M-1 
rifle marksman and specializing in band (French 
horn-trumpet) and supply. After serving in the 
United States four and a half years with the 26th 
Infantry Band, EB... BR. T.C.” Band? and i) Rot 
Band, Sergeant Gregory transferred to Co. L, 409th 
Infantry, 103rd Division, for supply duty. Depart- 
ing October 6, 1944, for France, he participated in 
campaigns of the Rhineland and Central Europe, 
also serving with 409th Infantry Service Company, 
103rd “Cactus” Division. He was awarded Ameri- 
can Defense Service Ribbon, Combat Infantry 
Badge, and European-African-Middle Eastern Ser- 
vice Ribbon. After being honorably discharged Sep- 
tember 25, 1945, at Ft. Dix, New Jersey, he re- 
turned to North Little Rock where he lives with his 
wife, Gene Margaret, and their children. 
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Infantry training at Camp Robinson and after five 


months in this country was sent to the European 
theater where he was assigned to Co. A, 313th In- 
fantry of the 79th Infantry Division. Overseas more 
than 16 months, he took part in the Rhineland 
campaign and won the Bronze Star Medal. He 
holds as well, the European Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars and the Marksmanship Badge. 
He was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Janu- 
ary 25, 1946. He and his wife, the former Marie 
Courtney, are the parents of two children. 


8.—Cpl. Helen Marceal Harris, daughter of Noel 
Corbett and Frances McNutt Locke of Silver City 
Courts, North Little Rock, was born at Douglass, 
Kansas, March 10, 1923. She moved with her family 
to Arkansas in 19383 and attended Hoxie and North 
Little Rock High Schools. She was a dental assistant 
to Drs. Russell and Smith at North Little Rock 
before entering the Women’s Army Corps on Janu- 
ary 8, 1944. Corporal Harris served her basic train- 
ing at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and became an oral 
hygenist and medical corpsman. She served two 
years with Squadron D, 2123rd Army Air Force 
Base Unit and holds the Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. She 
was honorably discharged December 19, 1945, at San 
Antonio, Texas. Her husband is Staff Sergeant 
William Quiney Harris. 


9.—Pfe. Wendell V. Locke, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Noel C. Locke, was born August 19, 1924, in Doug- 
las, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1933. He at- 
tended Hoxie High School and North Little Rock 
High School. Entering the Medical Department 
June 26, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Fannin, Texas, and attended Texas A. & M. under 
the Army Special Training Program, qualifying as 
medical aid man and receiving Combat Medical 
Badge. Private Locke served in the United States 
for more than a year with Co. C, 82nd Armored 
Medical Bn., 12th Armored Division, and departed 
' September 20, 1944, for France. Overseas for more 
than a year, he participated in campaigns of Rhine- 
land and Central Europe and spent four months 
with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service 
Stars, and Occupation Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged February 28, 1946, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in North 
Little Rock. 


10.—S/Sgt. William Quincy Harris, son of W. G. 
Harris of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born at Portia, 
Arkansas, December 29, 1920. He attended Blythe- 
ville High School and then spent 18 months in the 
C. C. C. at Ft. Mead, South Dakota. Sergeant Harris 
entered military service on June 6, 1942, at Houston, 
Texas. He was assigned to the Coast Artillery and 
received his basic training at Camp Callam, Cali- 
fornia. After two and a half years in this country, 
he was sent with his unit, Battery A, 558th Anti- 
Aircraft Bn., to Europe in November, 1944. Over- 
seas 18 months, he saw action in the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. Sergeant Harris was 
honorably discharged on February 25, 1946, at 
Schweinfurt, Germany, and reenlisted in the Regular 
Army the next day. His wife is the former Helen 
Marceal Locke. 


11.—Sgt. James Harold Favre, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adolph Leo Favre, was born at Conway, Arkansas, 
November 22, 1923, and received his education at 
Conway High School and Arkansas State Teachers 
College at Conway. On May 20, 1943, he entered 
the Army at Camp Robinson in the Quartermaster 













Northern ennines ric 
African-Middle Eastern 1 
Battle Stars, Air Medal, Good C 
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cl E 
Aerial Gunner’s Medal, Sharpshooter’ 
tol and carbine) and Marksman’s Medal — 
Sergeant Favre was honorably discharged at 
Chaffee, Arkansas, August 21, 1945. He 
wife, Euna Jeannette, have a daughter. 


12.—T/Sgt. Joseph E. McKay, son of Orlando | 
Leigh and Rosa Etta McKay was born April 4, 1921 © 
at Little Rock. He entered the Army at Ft. Missoula, 
Montana, September 4, 1940, and received basic | 
training at March Field, California. He attended ~ 
Air Corps Technical School at Scott Field, Illinois, 

specializing as a radio operator and mechanic, and 

served at Salt Lake City, Utah, Airport as radio 

operator. In January 1942, he departed for Canton 
Island in the Phoenix group and also served at 

Hickom Field, Hawaii, and on New Caledonia. In 

September 1943, he attended Direction Finder School 

at Melbourne, Australia, and later participated in 

the installation of a direction finder station at Car- 

ney Field and the inspection of direction finders at 

Emirau Island and Bougainville. After being hos- 

pitalized for an injury, he departed for Leyte in the 

Philippines April 20, 1945, and contracted an illness 

on Luzon. Sergeant McKay was awarded the Good 

Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 

three Battle Stars, American Defense Ribbon, Philip- 

pine Liberation Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and the 

A. A.F. Technician’s Badge with Radio Operator’s 

Bar. He was honorably discharged at Sheppard 

Field, Texas, October 29, 1945. 











13.—Pfe. Ruth Elizabeth McKay (now Mrs. Ruth 
McKay DiGirolamo), daughter of Orlando Leigh and 
Rosa Etta McKay, was born at Kirkland, Arkansas, 
July 16, 1923. She received her education by at- 
tending District School at Lester, Arkansas; Red 
Oak District School, Hot Springs, and Grammar and 
High School at Perryville, after which she was 
employed as multiplex operator by the Western 
Union Company at Little Rock. Enlisting in the 
Women’s Army Corps November 4, 1943, she re- 
ceived basic training at 38rd WAC Training Camp, 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, later attending Typing and 
Clerk-Projectionists Schools where she qualified for 
typist and file clerk-projectionist. Private McKay 
served in the United States 20 months and received 
the Good Conduct Ribbon in January, 1944. She 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Oglethorpe July 25, 
1945, and lives in Thornburg, Arkansas. 


14.—Radioman 2/ce Robert Howard McCarty, son of 
Mamie Beulah and James Henry McCarty, was born 
April 4, 1925, in Christopher, Georgia, moving to 
Arkansas in 1941. He attended schools in Ft. Ben- 
ning, Georgia; Schofield Barracks, T.H.; Panama, 
C. Z.; Belvoir, Virginia; West Point, Kentucky, and 
North Little Rock. Entering the Coast Guard Sep- 
tember 12, 1943, he received basic training at St. 
Augustine, Florida, and attended Radio School, 
qualifying as radioman. Departing in November 
1944, for the South Pacific Theater of Operations, 
he participated in the Okinawa campaign and was 
later sent to Europe and to the China-India-Burma 
theater, serving on the U.S.S. Annapolis and the 
U.S.S. Centaurus. Radioman McCarty was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific, European, and China-Burma-India 
Theater Ribbons and the Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged April 20, 1946, at St. 
Louis, Missouri, he returned to his home in North 
Little Rock. 
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; and Japan. He was awarded 
Conduct Medal, Expert 
hooter’s Medal, European 
, Southwest Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
II Victory Ribbon. He is still in the 
wife, Mamie Beulah, and their children 
North Little Rock. 


 16.—T/5 Floyd Caron Sell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sylvester C. Sell, was born October 4, 1919, in 

Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock High 
_ School, afterwards being employed by Monarch Mill 
and Lumber Co. Entering the Medical Department 
October 5, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Barkeley, Texas, and attended Lawson General 
X-ray School in Atlanta, Georgia. He served for 
more than two years as a medic at Camp Wheeler 
Station Hospital and departed June 2, 1945, for 
Morotai, remaining overseas for seven and a half 
months. After being honorably discharged January 
23, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy, 
and their child. ' 








17.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Walter S. L. Sell, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester C. Sell, was born July 8, 
1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock Grade and High Schools, afterwards being 
employed as construction worker. Entering the 
Navy September 138, 1942, he received boot training 
at Camp Endicott, Providence, R. I. He departed 
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1.—2nd Lt. Woodrow W. Langhammer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. J. Langhammer, was born July 10, 
1918, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock Senior High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed as service station manager. Entering the 
Anti-aircraft forces August 21, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Eustis, Virginia, and attended 
Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North 
Carolina., and Officers’ Basic School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, qualifying as Infantry platoon leader, Lieu- 
tenant Langhammer departed May 10, 19438, for 
Trinidad, B. W.I., and returned June 1, 1944. Trans- 
ferring to the Infantry, he was sent to the European 
Theater of Operations in September, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Central Europe and 
Rhineland. He was awarded American Service Rib- 
bon, World War II Victory Ribbon, Bronze Star, 
Distinguished Unit Badge, European-A frican-Middle 
Eastern Service Ribbon, and Combat Infantry Badge. 
After being released from active duty in September 
1945 at San Luis Obispo, California, he returned to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Helen. 


2.—Cpl. Charles Woodson Langhammer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. J. Langhammer, was born December 18, 
1915, at Little Rock. He received his education by 
attending U. M. Rose and_ Rightsell Grammar 
Schools, East Side Junior High, and Little Rock 
- Senior High School, afterwards being employed as 
photolithographer, salesman, and production schedule 
supervisor. Entering the Army, Corps of Engineers, 
November 12, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Abbott, Oregon, and later attended Engineer 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. 
He specialized in replacement parts supply for 
ordnance and heavy equipment, and qualified as 
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18.—Pvt. Leymer Hansen Bass, son of the late Paul 
Hansen and Mrs. Bass, was born October 24, 1924, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Public Schools and graduated from Ancorage, 
Alaska, High School, afterwards attending college 
in Alaska. Entering the I.R.T.C., Co. C, 150th 
Bn., 91st Regt., September 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Hood, Texas. Private Bass de- 
parted in January 1945, for France and the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations. He was killed during 


basic training overseas on March 15, 1945. 


19.—Seaman 1/c Norman Andrew York, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harrell York was born July 30, 1926, at 
England, Arkansas. After he received his education 
he was employed by the Voss-Hutton Company of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and entered the Navy No- 
vember 16, 1948. He was 17 years of age when he 
enlisted and served overseas over two years, par- 
ticipating in four major battles. Although his ship 
was severely damaged in the engagements, Seaman 
York remained unscathed. His discharge date was 
not reported. , 


20.—Cpl. Archie York, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harrell 
York was born in England, Arkansas and after 
receiving his education in the Little Rock Public 
Schools was employed at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 
He entered the Armed Forces February 6, 1940. 
Corporal York served a total of five years in the 
Army, was in Pearl Harbor, also Bataan at the time 
of surrender, was in the Death March from Bataan 
and remained in a Jap prison camp for three and a 
half years. It is regretable we do not have the 
discharge date of this valiant soldier. 
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rifle marksman January 22, 1944, and expert rifle- 
man February 22, 1945. Departing from the United 
States April 26, 1945, for Pearl Harbor, he served 
at Luzon, P. I., and Yokohama, Japan. Corporal 
Langhammer was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, and Victory Ribbon. After 
spending two months with the Army of Occupation, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
February 2, 1946. He has a son, Ronald. 


3.—I1st Lt. Don C. Bonner, son of Mrs. W. R. Arnold, 
was born June 26, 1916, in Neosho, Missouri, moving 
to Arkansas in 1917. He attended Little Rock High 
School, afterwards being engaged as a construction 
foreman. Entering the Air Corps October 6, 1942, 
he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and attended Texas A. & M. College; 
Laredo Gunnery School; Preflight Training School 
at Ellington Field, Texas, and Midland Bombardier 
School, Midland, Texas. “He qualified as bombardier 
and aerial gunner and crewman. Lieutenant Bonner 
departed July 10, 1944, for Engiand and remained 
overseas for 10 months. He participated in cam- 
paigns of Northern France, Rhineland, Central Eu- 
rope, and Ardennes and was wounded by flak over 
Schweinfort February 23, 1945. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Air Medal with five Clusters, 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Eu- 
ropean-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, and one Overseas Bar. After 
being honorably discharged December 20, 1945, at 
Greenboro, North Carolina, he returned to Little 
Rock where he lives with his wife, Mildred, and their 
child. 
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; August 5, 1944, where 
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a Ann, live in Little Rock with their 
r., and Ernest. 


 5.—2nd Lt. Nathaniel Butcher, son of Mrs. Lena 
_ Butcher and the late W. N. Butcher, was born at 
Hope, March 1, 1921. He received his education in 
Little Rock Public Schools and was employed by 
the Branton Construction Company of Little Rock 
before entering the service. He was inducted into the 
Signal Corps, October 14, 1942, and received his 
- basic training at Camp Koehler, Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia. He later attended Tyler Commercial Col- 
lege, Tyler, Texas, and qualified as a radio operator. 
On April 1, 1943, he transferred into cadet training 
in the Army Air Force and was sent to San Anto- 
nio, Texas, where he received his preflight training 
for fighter pilot. Following the preflight training 
he received primary training at Pine Bluff, Arkan- 
sas; basic training at Independence, Kansas, and 
advanced training at Mission, Texas, where he re- 
ceived his wings, March 1944. He remained at Mis- 
sion as an instructor in gunnery, instruments, navi- 
gation, etc., in the Central Flying Training Com- 
mand until transferring into the 2nd Air Force and 
moving to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He was later 
stationed at Ft. Sumner, New Mexico, training pilots 
for overseas replacements before transferring to 
LaJunta, Colorado, which was an overseas training 
unit, where he remained until October, 1945. Lieu- 
tenant Butcher received expert medals in carbine, 
M-1 rifle, .45 pistol, .80 caliber and .50 caliber rifles 
and stationary machine guns. He received his re- 
lease from active duty at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 
and was placed as a reserve officer October 24, 
1945. He is married to the former Miss Barbara 
Langhammer. 


6.—Pfc. Charles Jack Swaim, son of Elizabeth and 
George Swaim, was born May 6, 1920, in North 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Woodrow Wil- 
son, Riverside, and North Little Rock Schools, after- 
wards being employed by a _ bottling company. 
Entering the Army August 22, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Fannin, Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
qualifying as security guard. He served in the 
United States six months attached to Anti-Aircraft 
Unit before departing March 6, 1945, for the Philip- 
pines and Japan. Overseas for more than a year, 
he spent five months with the Army of Occupation 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Occupation 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and one 
Bronze Star. He lives in North Little Rock with his 
wife, Agnes Elizabeth, and their child. 









7.—T/Sgt. Thomas J. Bonner, son of Mrs. W. R. 
Arnold, was born January 8, 1919, in Newport, 
Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High School 
and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Air 
Force July 17, 1941, he received basic training at 
Fresno, California, qualifying as administrative non- 
commissioned officer. He served for a_year in the 
United States with Headquarters and Headquarters 
Sqdn., 49th Air Base Group, before departing June 
4, 1942, for Gourock, Scotland. Overseas for three 
years, Sergeant Bonner participated in the air of- 
fensive over Europe, air combat over the Balkans, 
and the campaigns of Algeria-French Morocco, 
Tunisia, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Southern France, 
Northern Apennines, Po Valley, Rome-Arno, Rhine- 
land, and Northern France. After being honorably 
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mar Chester Stinner, son of Mrs. Lora 
He attended Little Rock Junior College and Univer- 
sity of Arkansas School of Business Administration. 
Entering the Signal Corps January 18, 1943, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
and attended Service Schools at New Mexico A. & M., 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, and Central Signal Corps 
School, Camp Crowder, qualifying as company 
clerk; installer-repairman, telephone and telegraph; 
and expert with rifle, light machine gun, Thompson 
sub-machine gun, and carbine. Departing Novem- 
ber 10, 1944, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, he participated in the Rhineland campaign 
and served in England, Belgium, and France with 
Co. A, 3184th Signal Service Bn. Sergeant Stinner 
was overseas more than a year and received the 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, the 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal twice, and 
three Overseas Bars. He was honorably discharged 
March 23, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


9.—Segt. Clyde Wilie Tatom, Jr., son of Clyde Wilie 
and Lillie Mae Tatom, Sr., was born at Little Rock, 
August 4, 1921. He received his education by at- 
tending Little Rock Public Schools and graduated 
from Little Rock Senior High School, after which 
he was employed as apprentice machinist in Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Shops at Little Rock. Entering the 
Army Air Forces September 8, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Luna, New Mexico, later 
attending Service Schools at Keesler Field, Mis- 
sissippi, and Laredo Air Field, Texas, where he 
qualified as engineer and gunner on B-24. After 
serving 17 months in the United States he was sent 
to Italy on February 15, 1944. After slightly over 
two months’ service in the European-African-Middle 
Eastern theater, Sergeant Tatom was killed in action 
April 24, 1944, over oilfields of Ploesti, Roumania. 
Among other decorations awarded him were the 
Purple Heart, Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, 
and Citation of Honor from Army Air Forces. He 
is survived by his parents, who live in Little Rock. 


10.—Pfe. David Edwin Wittenburg, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Grover Cleveland Wittenburg, was born Janu- 
ary 24, 1921, in Little Rock He attended Oakhurst, 
Garland, and West Side Junior High Schools, after- 
wards being employed as painter by Jack Aaron, 
Sr., contractor. Entering the Infantry September 
25, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, 
Texas, and qualified as rifle sharpshooter, Novem- 
ber 10, 1944. Attached to the 4th Division, Private 
Wittenburg departed February 19, 1945, for the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Oper- 
ations and remained overseas for 11 months. He 
participated in campaigns of Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central Germany, being wounded in action April 
6, 1945, and was awarded World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Bronze 
Service Stars, the Purple Heart, and Distinguished 
Unit Badge. After being honorably discharged 
January 30, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Carolyn, 
and their children. 


11.—Pfc. Fredrick Eugene Wittenburg, son of Ida 
Geneva and Grover Cleveland Wittenburg, was born 
July 21, 1927, in Little Rock. He attended Lee, 
Garland, Oakhurst, and Mabelvale High Schools, 
afterwards being employed as truck driver, painter, 
and carpenter. Entering the Infantry December 10, 
1945, at age of 18, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, qualifying as truck driver and receiving 
Sharpshooter’s Medal. Attached to Co. A-134, 83rd 
Regiment, Infantry, he departed April 20, 1946, for 
Inchon, Korea, and remained overseas for a year 
and four months. He spent a year with the Army 
of Occupation and was awarded Victory Medal and 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
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two years, also receiving a year’s flight training 
Little Rock Junior College. Enterin 
Corps August 22, 1941, he received b 
at Ft. Monmouth, New vig? and attended Radar 
Schools at Camp Crowder, Missouri; Camp Pine- 





dale, California; Seattle, Washington, and Ft. Mon- — 


mouth, receiving training as message center clerk 
and in repair of I. F. F. equipment. Sergeant Mor- 
gan was injured in a gasoline explosion at Radar 
Base in Washington and was hospitalized for four 
months at McCord Field. He was attached to the 
412th A. A.F. Base Unit at Seattle, Washington, 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, and American 
Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged De- 
cember 4, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and returned to his home in Little Rock. 


13.—Flight Officer Bill Harris Morgan, son of Mrs. 
G. F. Morgan of Little Rock was born at Salem, 
Arkansas, February 5, 1916. He attended Kensett 
High School and was a clerk for the Missouri Paci- 
fic Railroad until entering the Army Air Corps 
August 7, 1948. He served his basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and then attended Pilot’s 
Schools at Marana Army Air Base and Marfa Air 
Base at Marfa, Texas. He became a service pilot 
and was sent to the China-Burma-Indian theater in 
June, 1945. Overseas six months, he took part in 
the Central Burma and China campaign and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the 
Air Medal. He was returned to the United States 
and was assigned to inactive duty at Camp Beale, 
California, May 24, 1946. He and his wife, the 
former Jo Ann Price, have a son, Bill H. Morgan, Jr. 


14.—T/4 William V. Fortner, Jr., son of William 
and Lula M. Fortner of North Little Rock, was 
born at Vilonia, Arkansas, January 18, 1918. Edu- 
cated in the North Little Rock schools and the Uni- 
versity of Louisiana, he was employed as a locomo- 
tive fireman by the Missouri-Pacific Railroad. Ser- 
geant Fortner entered the military service July 30, 
1943, and completed his basic training at New Or- 
leans, Louisiana. In April, 1944, he was sent with 
his unit, Company C, 740th Railway Operations 
Bn., to the European theater. Overseas 20 months, 
he served as a locomotive engineer throughout the 
Rhineland, Northern France, and Central Europe 
campaigns. Holder of the European Theater Rib- 
bon with three Battle Stars, and the Good Conduct 
Medal, he was honorably discharged on December 
17, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and 
his wife, the former Dorothy Winchester, have a son. 


15.—Sgt. Thomas Edwin Winchester, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Henry Winchester, was born in Little 
Rock October 29, 1917. Having completed his edu- 
cation at Little Rock High School, he was employed 
as a salesman prior to entering the United States 
Army Air Corps October 15, 1941. He received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and by 
attending a specialized service school at Chanute 
Field, Illinois, became skilled in aircraft sheetmetal 
work. As a member of the Air Transport Command, 
Sergeant Winchester was sent to the Ft. Chimo 
Army Air Base, Quebec, Canada, February 3, 1944, 
where he was stationed for 19 months. Holder of 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, the American 
Theater Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, the 
Good Conduct Medal, Aircraft Engineering Badge 
and Sharpshooter and Marksman Badges, he was 
honorably discharged from the service on November 
29, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 


16.—T/4 Elton Turner Irby is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin S. Irby of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, 
where he was born September 26, 1915. He attended 
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High School and was employed as a millwright unti 
entering the Navy on May 11, 1944. Seaman 
tindale served his boot training at Farragut, Ic 
and saw service at Ft. Pierce, Florida. In Octob 
1944, he was sent to Bermuda and served at the 
United States Naval Air Station in that country for | 
more than 10 months. He was honorably discharged ~ 
January 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and — 

his wife, Johnie Mae, are the parents of a child. 


18.—S/Sgt. James Kenneth Rayburn, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Albert Rayburn of 1800 West 6th | 
Street, Little Rock, was born on February 3, 1921, 
at Locksburg, Arkansas. He graduated from Little 
Rock High School in 1988 and was employed in the 
Passenger Department of the Rock Island Railroad 
until entering military service on December 28, 
1942. Sergeant Rayburn was sent to India in March 
1943, and was assigned to the Headquarters of the 
China-Burma-India theater. Overseas 31 months, 
he was stationed at New Delhi, India, and reported 
casualties in that theater. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Rib- 
bon, he was honorably discharged November 7, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His wife is the 
former Elizabeth Hughes. 


19.—Seaman 1/c William Paul Fancher, son of Mrs. 
Nadine Wilson Fancher, was born June 26, 1926, in 
Ardmore, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1928. 
He attended Park Hill Grammar School, Woodruff 
School, and Pulaski Heights Grammar and Junior 
High School. Entering the Navy June 1942, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and 
departed September 1, 1942, for Alaska. He served 
overseas for three and a half years, participating 
in the invasion of Leyte Gulf and serving as gunner 
aboard the S.S. Dudley Field, first Liberty ship to 
arrive in the Philippines and first to shoot down a 
Zero there. After being honorably discharged March 
22, 1946, at Memphis, Seaman Fancher reenlisted in 
the Marines March 29, 1946. | 


20.—Pfe. Edgar Comer Hale, son of Harriet and 
T. E. Hale, was born at Little Rock June 20, 1919. 
He received his education by graduating from Little 
Rock High School, after which he was employed as 
specialized electrical maintenance manager for a 
fixture and appliance house. Entering the Infantry 
on February 10, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson and later attended Engineer’s Demo- 
lition School and specialized as rifleman, radio 
operator, and scout observer. After serving over 
three years in the United States with 134th Inf., 
35th Division, he departed for the European theater 
on May 12, 1944, and participated in Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, and Central European 
campaigns. Private Hale qualified as an expert 
with rifle, pistol, machine gun, BAR, grenade, bayo- 
net, bazooka, and carbine. He was wounded in action 
and was awarded five Campaign Stars, Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Purple 
Heart, and Certificate of Meritorious Service as a 
Scout. After serving one month in the Army of 
Occupation he returned to the United States on 
June 16, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, June 21, 1945. He and 
his wife, Norma Sue, are the parents of two children. 
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1.—Ist Lt. Alexis M. Neel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alexis Mathew Neel, was born March 16, 1918, at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1925. He 
received his education by attending Peabody Gram- 
mar School, East Side Junior High, Little Rock 
Senior High School and Little Rock Junior College. 
A member of the National Guard since June 3, 1937, 
he was inducted into the Air Corps with the 154th 
Observation Sqdn. September 16, 1940, receiving 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, later attending 
Air Mechanics’ School at Chanute Field, Illinois, 
and volunteering for the Glider Service. Qualified 
as glider pilot, expert aerial gunner, and rifle 
sharpshooter, he departed from the United States 
October 21, 1943, attached to 435th Troop Carrier 
Group for England. Lieutenant Neel participated 
in the airborne invasion of Normandy and Holland 
and was awarded the Air Medal and one Cluster, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with seven 
Battle Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, Unit Cita- 
tion, and Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon. He is married 
to the former Miss Jeanette James and is remaining 
in the service. 


2.—Sgt. Woodrow W. Utley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas J. Utley of Austin, Arkansas, was born at 
Austin July 17, 1919, and attended Austin High 
School. He was employed as a printer until entering 
the military service October 18, 1943. Assigned to 
the Transportation Corps, he served his basic train- 
ing period at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and became 
a military railroad conductor. In July, 1944, Ser- 
geant Utley was sent with his unit, the 718th Rail- 
way Operation Bn., to the European theater and saw 
a total of 16 months of overseas service. He par- 
ticipated in the Ardennes, Northern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and is the holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
After five months with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, December 31, 1945. Sergeant 
Utley and his wife, Emma, have a child. He is now 
employed as a railroad conductor. 
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3—Pfc. Earl Earles, son of Mrs. Neoma Earles 
Justice, was born December 5, 1911, in Cabot, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Perkins Grammar School, after- 
wards being employed by Brown Manufacturing 
Company as cutting machine operator. Entering the 
Army April 7, 1942, he received basic training at 
Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and served in the United States 
for more than two years attached to Co. GC, 48th 
Arm. Inf. Bn. He departed June 7, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for seven months, participating in the 
campaign of Northern France and being wounded 
in action September 7, 1944. Private Earles was 
awarded Victory Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, one Bronze Star, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart, and American 
Theater Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
February 4, 1946, at Wm. Beaumont General Hos- 
pital, El Paso, Texas, he returned to his home in 
Little Rock. 


4.—Sgt. James A. Earles, son of Mrs. Neoma Earles 
Justice, was born March 22, 1913, in Cabot, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Fuller Grammar School and Little 
Rock High School, afterwards being employed by 
Tuf-Nut Garment Manufacturing Co. He enlisted 
in the Marine Corps June 1, 1931, and served until 
June 1, 1935. Reenlisting December 15, 1941, he 
received training at Parris Island, South Carolina, 
and attended Sea School at Norfolk, Virginia. Ser- 
geant Earles served in the United States for three 
years and overseas for five years, including service 
at Shanghai, China. He was honorably discharged 
December 20, 1945, at Bainbridge, Maryland, and 
returned to his home in Little Rock. 


5.—Cpl. Harry Clyde Pennock, son of Robert Moody 
Pennock and the late Ida Gehrke Pennock, was born 
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January 29, 1908, in Bloomington, Illinois, moving 
to Arkansas in 1927. He attended Basse High 
School, Evansville, Indiana, and Arkansas Trade 
School in Little Rock. A member of the National 
Guard at Harrison, Arkansas, from September 3, 
1928, to June 24, 1930, he entered the 6th Army 
Air Forces Radio Sqdn. (mobile) on November 17, 
1942. He received basic training at Camp Pinedale, 
Fresno, California, qualifying as supply clerk and 
carbine sharpshooter. After serving for a year and 
10 months in the United States with the 6th Army 
Air Forces, Corporal Pennock departed September 
26, 1944, for the China-Burma-India Theater of 
Operations, where he served for a year. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon, and American Service Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged October 29, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Lonoke, Arkansas. 


6.—Cpl. James W. Wilson is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Wayne Wilson of 1614 Cumberland 
Street, Little Rock. Born in Little Rock July 6, 
1922, he attended Little Rock High School before 
entering the Army July 8, 1940. Corporal Wilson 
received his basic training at the Presidio, Monterey, 
California, and then served almost four years with 
the 31st Field Artillery Bn. In May, 1944, he was 
sent to Suez, Egypt, and spent more than 19 months 
overseas. Serving as a military policeman, he won 
the European Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon 
and the American Defense Service Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, November 23, 1945. 


7._Sgt. James Doyle Deaton, son of Arlege Deaton 
of Little Rock, was born December 1, 1922, in Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. He attended East Side and 
Senior High Schools, afterwards being employed by 
the Imperial Laundry. Entering the Army Para- 
troops December 4, 1942, he received basic training 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and Camp Mackall, :North 
Carolina, and attended Demolition School. He. re- 
ceived Wings in March 1943 and qualified as dem- 
olition expert. Sergeant Deaton served with the 
508th Paratroop Infantry. He was wounded in line 
of duty in an explosion of a mustard gas bomb on 
December 1, 1943, and died December 9, 1943, at 
Camp Mackall. He is survived by his wife, Laura 
Hanna Deaton, and their child. 


8.—T/Sgt. William C. Toombs, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. P. Toombs, was born May 8, 1924, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended McGehee, Little Rock, 
and North Little Rock Schools, graduating in 1942 
at North Little Rock. He was employed as ma- 
chinist apprentice by the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
before entering the Air Corps in October 1942. He 
received basic training at Kelly Field, Texas, and 
attended Airplane Mechanics’ School at Gulfport, 
Mississippi, Bomber Factory School, and Gunnery 
School, qualifying as flight engineer and marksman 
with pistol, carbine, and machine gun. He was 
awarded aerial gunner’s Wings. Attached to the 2nd 
Air Force, Sergeant Toombs departed in May 1944 
for England and remained overseas for six months, 
participating in the Normandy invasion and the air 
offensive of Northern France, Rhineland, and Eu- 
rope. He was awarded four Bronze Stars, Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and Distinguished 
Flying Cross. After being honorably discharged in 
October 1945, at Scott Field, Ilinois, he returned 
to his home in North Little Rock. 


9—Pvt. Wilton Paul Toombs, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. P. Toombs, was born February 1, 1922, in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Gurdon Grade 
School, Little Rock Grade School, North Little Rock 
Junior High, and McGehee High School, graduating 
in 1940. He was employed as an electrician before 
entering the Army Air Forces September 28, 1942. 
Private Toombs received basic training at Greenville, 
Texas, and attended Radio School at Major Field, 
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nsas in_ He attended 
ite! the Medical Depart- 
ed basic training at 
g as Sel technician. 
in cooking. ter serving. 
1 the United States with the 
l ital, he departed August 21, 
North Africa. Overseas more than two 
r participated in the campaigns of Naples- 
a and Rome-Arno and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, two Bronze Stars, European Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Rib- 
bon. After being honorably discharged December 
6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Lonoke, where he lives with his wife, Gladys. 


11.—T/5 S. Wayne Wilson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Wayne Wilson of 1614 Cumberland Street, 
Little Rock, was born at Cabot, Arkansas, Sep- 
tember 11, 1919. He attended Little Rock High 
School before entering active service with the 106th 
Coast Artillery of the Arkansas National Guard on 
January 6, 1941. He received his basic training at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas, and then attended the Medical 
Technician’s School at William Beaumont General 
Hospital. In February, 1942, he was sent with his 
unit to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and remained in the 
Alaskan theater for two years. He was returned 
to this country and was transferred to the Infantry. 
Corporal Wilson served with the 86th Infantry Bn., 
and was honorably discharged at Camp Maxey, 
Texas, September 24, 1945. 












12.—Pvt. Orbra V. Mason, Jr., son of Alma K. and 
Orbra V. Mason, Sr., was born April 22, 1925, in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended North 
Little Rock Elementary and High Schools. Entering 
the Marine Corps February 18, 1944, he received 
boot training at Camp Pendleton, California, and 
attended Radio School. He was awarded Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal April 6, 1944. Private Mason served 
in the United States for a year and was honorably 
discharged September 28, 1944, at Camp Pendleton, 
a California. iHs home is in North Little 
ock. 


13.—Sgt. John A. Mason, son of Alma K. and Orbra 
V. Mason, was born June 4, 1924, in Lonoke, Arkan- 
sas. He attended North Little Rock Elementary 
and High Schools. Entering the Air Corps Novem- 
ber 2, 1942, he received basic training at Lake 
Charles Army Air Field, Louisiana, qualifying as 
engineering clerk and sharpshooter with carbine. 
rifle, pistol, and Thompson submachine gun. Ser- 
geant Mason served for three years in the United 
States with the 6th Ferrying Group and was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal and American Cam- 
paign Ribbon. He was honorably discharged Febru- 
ary 6, 1946, at Ft. MacArthur, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, and returned to his home in North Little 
Rock. 


14.—Cpl. Eleanor Jane Feild is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Terry Feild of 1522 State Street, Little 
Rock, where she was born February 12, 1923. She 
attended Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello, 
Arkansas, for two years and the University of 
- Arkansas for one year and was then employed by 
the Arkansas Highway Department and at the 
Arkansas Ordnance Plant as a draftsman. Entering 
the Marine Corps Womens Reserve on February 2, 
1944, she completed her boot training at Camp 
LeJeune, North Carolina. Corporal Feild served at 
the Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North 
Carolina, as a member of Womens Reserve Sqdn. 20 


Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas A. & M. 


ry Trimble Feild, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
erry Feild, was born April 11, 1919, in 
College, Monticello, Arkansas. Entering the In- 
fantry August 21, 1941, he received basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas, and attended Officer Can- 
didate School and the Infantry School, Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, qualifying as company commander and in 
all infantry weapons. Major Feild served for four 
and a half years in the United States with Army 


Ground Forces Headquarters and departed January 


22, 1946, for France and Germany. Overseas for two 
months, he was awarded American Campaign Rib- 
bon, World War Victory Ribbon, Army Commenda- 
tion Ribbon, European Campaign Ribbon, and Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon. He vas honorably discharged 
July 22, 1946, at Ft. Meade, Maryland, and returned 
to Little Rock. He and his wife, Claire, have a 
son. 


16.—Lt. Col. Alford A. Hart, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adolph Hart, was born November 5, 1907, at Little 
Rock. He attended Little Rock High School and 
Army War College, Washington, D. C., afterwards 
serving with the U. S. Maritime Commission. Enter- 
ing the’ Transportation Corps, 10th Army, May 2, 
1942, he received basic training at Ft. Meade, Mary- 
land, qualifying as ship’s cargo specialist. After 
serving three years in the United States attached 
to the Transportation Corps, he departed in January 
1945, for Oahu, Honolula, T. H., later serving in 
Ryukyus, Ie Shima, and Okinawa campaigns and 
Japan ground and air offensive and was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with three Stars and 
American Defense and World War II Victory Rib- 
bons. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina, January 4, 1946. He and his wife, 
ie Catherine, live in Little Rock with their 
child. 


17._Yeoman 2/c John Andrew Hart, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Adolph Hart, was born November 10, 
1915, at Little Rock. He attended North Little 
Rock High School and Little Rock Junior College, 
after which he was employed by the U. S. Engineers 
at Little Rock, Denison, Texas, and Tulsa, Okla- 
homa. Entering the Naval Reserve May 2, 1944, 
he received boot training at Naval Training Center, 
San Diego, qualifying for administrative duties. He 
received rifle Marksmanship Medal and, after 
serving 20 months, was honorably discharged at 
San Diego, December 20, 1945. He and his wife, 
Eleanor Gene, live in Little Rock with their children. 


18.—Maj. Rozan Hart Barrentine, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Adolph Hart, was born March 138, 1913, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. She attended Mt. St. 
Mary’s Academy in Little Rock and St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, School of Nursing, in Hot Springs, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Army Nurse Corps July 27, 1936, 
she received basic training at Army and Navy 
General Hospital in Hot Springs, qualifying in gen- 
eral nursing and as anesthetist. After serving in 
the United States for six years, she departed July 
31, 1943, for Australia and remained overseas for 
more than two years. Major Barrentine served in 
Brisbane, Australia, and as chief nurse of the 5th 
Field Hospital in the New Guinea and Luzon cam- 
paigns. She was awarded Pre-Pearl Harbor Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star. After 
being honorably discharged September 10, 1936, at 
Bordon General Hospital, Chickasha, Oklahoma, she 
returned to North Little Rock, where she lives with 
her husband, Harry Barrentine. 


19.—Storekeeper 2/c James F. Hart, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Adolph Hart, was born October 19, 1917, at 
Little Rock. He received his education by attend- 
ing North Little Rock High School. He entered the 
Naval Reserve October 28, 1943, receiving boot train- 


[ 403 ] 
















bribe cli! Detainee 15, 
nessee. He and his wife, ‘Al 
Rock with their children. 


20.—T/Sgt. Edmund Joseph Hart ig the’ par of Mr. 
and Mrs. Adolph Hart of North Little Rock, Bor 


{ 404 } 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 











JAMES L. ATKINS 


2nd Lt. James L. Atkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Atkins, was born 
January 6, 1919, at North Little Rock. He attended North Little Rock 
High School, Drake University, and Kemper and Culver Military Acad- 
emies. Enlisting in the Infantry June 17, 1941, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, later attending Village Fighting School, 
Camp Hood, Texas, where he qualified as a weapons and tacties instructor. 
After serving three years in the United States, he was sent to the 
European Theater of Operations, arriving in France August 21, 1944, and 
participated in the campaigns of Northern and Southern France. He was 
wounded in action at Sivery, France, and was promoted to his com- 
missioned rank for heroism on the field of battle. He also spent three 
months with the Army of Occupation. Lieutenant Atkins was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, American Theater 
of Operations Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon with two 
Stars, Purple Heart, and Distinguished Service Cross. He will remain in 
the service until 1947, and his wife, Dorothy Helen, lives in North Little 
Rock with their son. 
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Wm. EDWARD LAMBERSON 


Pfc. Wm. Edward Lamberson, son of Alma K. Lamberson Mason of North 
Little Rock, and Wm. H. Lamberson, was born January 16, 1917, in 
Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock Grade and High Schools, after- 
wards being employed by Bob Smith Lumber Company. Entering the 
Army Engineers October 7, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana. Attached to H. & S. Co., 330th Engineers, Private 
Lamberson departed January 20, 1943, from Wilmington, California, on 
the U.S.S. Monticello, for Bombay, India. Overseas for more than a year 
and a half, he served as engineer in building the Ledo Road and par- 
ticipated in campaign of Shingewiyong, battle of Tinghawk, battle of 
Mogoung, and battle of Myitkyina and was awarded Bronze Star on Service 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon with 
four Bronze Stars. Private Lamberson died August 16, 1944, of jungle 
malaria in the China-Burma-India Theater of War. 
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VAN BUREN TULLOUS 


Fire Controlman 3/c G. C. Cavin, son of Louise and Wylie Cavin, 
Sr., was born May 30, 1913, in Waterproof, Louisiana, moving to 
Arkansas in 1930. He attended Waterproof High School, after- 
wards being engaged in the retail liquor business. Entering the 
Navy March 4, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, qualifying as fire controlman. He departed July 4, 1944, 
for Tokyo, Japan, and remained overseas for a year and a half, 
participating in the invasion of Leyte, second battle of Leyte 
Gulf in a night engagement with a Japanese task force, Invasions 
of Mindora, Luzon, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and Ie Shima, and the 
first occupation of Japan. After being honorably discharged 
November 5, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to North 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Catherine, and their 


children. 
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Pvt. Van Buren Tullous, son of Joel Gulledge and Vera Oliver 
Tullous, was born at Halley, Arkansas, December 24, 1919. He 
was educated in the Halley Public Schools before being employed 
as checker in a grocery store and market. Entering the Infantry 
April 12, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson. 
After training in the United States for five months he was sent 
to the European Theater of Operations on September 16, 1944. 
Private Tullous saw action in Northern France andthe Rhine- 
land and was fatally wounded in the Battle of the Bulge. He died 
December 20, 1944. He had received expert rifleman’s Marks- 
manship Medal August 12, 1944, and was awarded, posthumously, 
the Purple Heart. He was buried with full military honors in an 
American Military Cemetery in Luxembourg. He is survived 
by his parents, his wife, and a daughter. 
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in North Little Rock. 





FRED D. REA 





Sgt. Reuben E. Ryan, son of Ruby and Henry Ryan, was born 
July 13, 1924, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He graduated from 
North Little Rock High School. Entering the Coast Artillery 
June 12, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Sallan, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as squad leader. Attached to the 152nd 
Parachute Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 11th Airborne Division, 
Battery C, he departed May 5, 1944, for New Guinea. Overseas 
a year and eight months, Sergeant Ryan participated in cam- 
paigns of New Guinea, Leyte, and Luzon, and spent three and 
a half months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with three Bronze Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, and Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. He was honor- 
ably discharged January 17, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 
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Capt. Edwin L. Mercing, son of Alonzo Karl and Daisy Agnes 
Mercing, was born June 5, 1917, at North Little Rock. Attending 
North Little Rock High School (1934), Hendrix College (1935), 
and Arkansas State Teachers College (1936), he was engaged 
as a public accountant. Entering the Army Air Corps January 
26, 1948, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas. 
He attended University of Wichita, Wichita, Kansas; Preflight 
Service School at San Antonio; Primary at Uvalde, Texas; 
Basic, Waco; and Advanced Training Schools at Blackland Army 
Field, Waco, Texas, qualifying for pilot, B-24. He received his 
pilot’s Wings March 12, 1944, and after serving 17 months with 
the Training Command, he departed July 10, 1944, attached to 
(Hi 8th Bomb Sqdn., 464th Bomb Group, 15th Air Force, for Italy, 
landing July 15, 1944. Captain Mercing participated ‘in air of- 
fensive over Southern France, Rhineland, and Rome-Arno 
theaters and for meritorious service received the European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. After almost 10 months’ overseas service he was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, June 16, 1945, returning to 
North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Aline Louise. 


EDWIN L. MERCING 











Chief Petty Officer Robert Edward Hays, son of Olive and Henry Hays, 
was born February 17, 1917, in Paragould, Arkansas. He attended Rose 
City, Fourth Street Junior High, and Little Rock High Schools. Entering 
the Navy February 16, 1937, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, specializing in commissary duty. Departing December 4, 19438, for 
the Pacific Theater of Operations, he participated in campaigns of the 
/Marshall Islands, Saipan, Tinian, and Guam during a year and three 
- months of foreign service. Chief Hays is still in the service, the Navy 
being his career. His wife, Georgia Alice, and their children live in North 
| Little Rock. 
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ROBERT E. HAYS 


Torpedoman’s Mate 1/c Arthur Henry Hays, son of Olive and John Henry 
Hays, was born August 11, 1919, in Paragould, Arkansas. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and the University of Arkansas, after- 
wards being engaged as a fireman for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. 
Entering the Navy February 9, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Torpedo School at Newport, R. L., quali- 
fying as aircraft torpedoman. After serving nearly two years in the 
United States assigned to Torpedo Repair, North Island, California, he 
departed in March, 1944, for Japan. Overseas for a year and a half, he 
participated in the battles of the Pacific and all major campaigns west 
of the Marshall Islands. He was awarded American Area Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with six Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged September 26, 1945, at San Pedro, California, he returned to North 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Linnea Marie. 
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HARRY K. OHOLENDT 
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Ist Lt. Harry Kenneth Oholendt was the son of Ada and H. B. Oh rhe 
of North Little Rock, Arkansas. Born at North Little Rock, Octo 










Arkansas. He was employed as a trainman by the Missouri Pacific } 
road until entering the Army Air Corps December 16, 1941, as an avia tio} 
cadet. He trained at Kelly Field, Vernon, Ellington and Midland, Texas, 
and at Ft. Meyer and Avon Park, Florida, and was commissioned as a 
bombardier-navigator. In April, 1943, he was sent to North Africa after 
receiving his Wings at Midland, Texas. He took part in the heavy fighting 
in North Africa, Sicily, Sardinia, Italy, and at the Anzio Beachhead and 
flew 40 combat missions. On his 40th mission, he was killed in action as 
his plane prepared to make a raid near the Anzio Beachhead. This gallant 
soldier held the Air Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters, and was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his widow, the 
former Leona Siepiela. 


Yeoman 2/c William George Oholendt is the son of Ada and Harry 
Oholendt of North Little Rock, Arkansas, where he was born September 
26, 1925. He attended Junior and Senior High Schools at North Little 
Rock, and entered the Navy September 24, 1943. After completing his 
basic training at San Diego, California, he became a yeoman and was 
sent to Pearl Harbor in November, 1945, after nearly two years at the 
Amphibious Training Base. He was assigned to the U.S.S. Saidor when 
this ship was commissioned and remained overseas for four months. He 
is now serving aboard the Saidor, which is based at San Diego, California. 
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WILLIAM G. OHOLENDT 


S/Sgt. Hugh W. Toland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. Toland, was born 
at North Little Rock, January 2, 1919. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock High School and Little Rock Junior College. 
Entering the Army Ordnance Department September 4, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Perry, Ohio, later attending service school at 
Westinghouse, Springfield, Massachusetts, and Ordnance School at 
Camp Perry and at Aberdeen, Maryland, qualifying for chief of instru- 
ment section. After training in the United States 15 months, he departed 
for England January 9, 1944, attached to 505th Ordnance H. M. Co. (Tank). 
Sergeant Toland participated in Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
Ardennes, and Central Germany campaigns and was awarded five Battle 
Stars. After serving 22 months overseas, he returned to the United 
States November 22, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, November 27, 1945. He returned to North Little Rock where 





he lives with his wife, Ann. 


HUGH W. TOLAND 


Ist Lt. William Laurence Toland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Austin Toland, 
was born September 10, 1916, at North Little Rock. He received his 
education by attending North Little Rock High School and Little Rock 
Junior College. A member of the National Guard since 1936, he entered 
the Regular Army September 16, 1940, with 154th Observation Sqdn. He 
received basic training at Post Field, Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended 
other schools at Chanute Field, Illinois; Pittsburg, Kansas, and Lubbock, 
Texas, qualifying for glider pilot and airplane mechanic. Attached to 316th 
Troop Carrier Group, he departed from the United States December 20, 
1942, for Port Suez, Egypt, and participated in Egypt-Libya, Tunisia, 
Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Normandy, Northern France, and 
Rhineland campaigns. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Presidential Unit Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters, American Defense 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with eight 
Bronze Stars, and Bronze Arrowhead. Returning to the United States, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 15, 1945. 
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2nd Lt. Richard Chas. Kaufman, son of Nellie H. and Seymour C. Kauf- 
man, was born May 25, 1918, at Cotton Plant, Arkansas. He attended 
North Little Rock Senior High School, afterwards being employed as 
truck driver. Entering the 206th Coast Artillery at Little Rock January 
6, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, Texas, and Camp 
Murray, Tacoma, Washington, before sailing for Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 
In October, 1942, he transferred to the Air Corps as cadet pilot. He grad- 
uated as first pilot, B-24 (Liberator) bomber. He flew to England April 
22, 1944. He was killed June 20, 1944, off the north coast of Germany 
over the Baltic Sea during action in which the 492nd Gp., 856th Bomb 
Saqdn., 8th Air Force, was destroyed. He was awarded Pre-Pearl Harbor 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Star, American Defense Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Air Medal, 
Presidential Citation, and the Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived 
by his parents, who live in North Little Rock, and his son.. His. wife,.the 
former Eva Mae Rider, died December 16, 1941. 





RICHARD C. KAUFMAN 


Sgt. Dan Eugene Kaufman, son of Nellie Kumpe and S. C. “Dick’’ Kauf- 
man, was born January 31, 1923, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Woodrow Wilson School in North Little Rock, Fourth Street Junior High 
‘School, and North Little Rock Senior High. After graduating, he was 
| employed by the Gus Blass accounting office. Enlisting in the Army Air 
‘Corps October 3, 1942, he received basic training at San Antonio, Texas, 
and attended Link Trainer School at Chanute Field, Illinois, and Advanced 
‘Link Trainer School at Bryan, Texas, qualifying as link trainer and in- 
‘structor. Sergeant Kaufman served in the United States for three years 
and three months at Key Field, Mississippi, and Laurel Army Air Field, 
Mississippi, attached to A. Q. A., 347th A. A. F. Battalion. He was awarded 
i peetes Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, one Service Stripe, and 
Victory Ribbon and was honorably discharged February 137.1946 at’ Et: 
Sheridan, Illinois. His home is in North Little Rock. 


| 








DAN E. KAUFMAN 


Capt. Thomas Knighten Starnes, son of Mrs. J. T. Starnes, was born May 
8, 1919, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock 
High School, Little Rock Junior College, and the University of Arkansas. 
A member of the National Guard from 1936 to 1938, he entered the Air 
Corps September 25, 1941, and attended Service Schools at Thunderbird 
Field, Minter Field, and Luke Field, qualifying as fighter pilot. After 
serving in the United States for more than two years at Las Vegas Gun- 
nery School, Captain Starnes departed August 25, 1944, for Port Moresby, 
New Guinea. Overseas a year and four months, he participated in the 
campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, Northern Solomons, New Guinea, 
Southern Philippines, Luzon, Western Pacific, and China and the air of- 
fensive against Japan and the Ryukyus Islands. He was awarded Presi- 
dential Citation with Cluster, Air Medal with two Clusters, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with Star. Captain Starnes is a recruiting officer 
stationed at Amarillo, Texas. His home is in North Little Rock. 





THOMAS K. STARNES 





| Maj. Jack C. Starnes, son of Mrs. Jewel Starnes, was born at Weldon, 
| Arkansas, December 31, 1916. He received his education by attending 
North Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, and University 
‘of Arkansas, after which he was employed by Federal Reserve Bank, 
| Little Rock. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps September 17, 1941, he 
‘received basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, later attending Officer 
| Candidate School at Ft. Warren, and qualifying for staff officer, plans 
_ and operations. After serving a year attached to 2nd QMTR, Ft. Warren, 
\he was sent to Hawaii on August 23, 1942, and served in the Saipan, 
| Marianas, Okinawa, and Ryukyus campaigns. Major Starnes served over 
three years in the Asiatic-Pacific theater and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He was placed on terminal leave November 24, 1945, and relieved 


from active duty March 17, 1946. TACK C. STARNES 
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WINDELL G. MAULDEN 


Maj. Charles Henry Wilson, Jr., son of Charles Henry Wilson and Eva 
Perry Wilson of Route 1, North Little Rock, was born at Turner, Kansas, 
on November 7, 1911. He attended North Little Rock High School and 
was employed by the Rebsamen Motors Company until entering the mili- 
tary service July 30, 1942. Assigned to Ordnance, he trained at Camp 
Perry, Ohio, and served two and a half years with the 264th Ordnance 
Motor Maintenance Company in this ccuntry. In April, 1945, he was sent 
to Okinawa and took part in the capture of that island. Major Wilson is 
the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and is classified as expert 
with the pistol, carbine and rifle. He was returned to the United States 
and released from active service on April 22, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Eloise Sears, have one child. 





Aviation Electronic Technician’s Mate 2/e Richard Burley Wilson, son of se 
Eva Ethyl and Charles Henry Wilson, was born January 23, 1919, in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, moving to Arkansas in April 1919. He attended 
North Little Rock High School, Little Rock Junior College, and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. Entering the Navy May 12, 1944, he received boot 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Pre-radio School in Chicago; 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, and Secondary Radio and 
s Christi, Texas, qualifying as radio and radar 
technician. After serving for two years in the United States attached 
to C.A.S.U. 66 and 70, he was honorably discharged May 23, 1946 at 
N.A.A.C, Brown Field, California. He lives in North Little Rock. 
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Cpl. Windell Gay Maulden, son of Gay and _ 


School, afterwards being engaged as automotive 
driver. Entering the Army, Tank Destroyers, D 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, qualifying as tru 
and sharpshooter. After serving in the United States for 19 - n 

the 41st Infantry Division, he departed June 21, 1945, for Luzo 
remained overseas for nine months. He spent six months with the 
of Occupation and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Gooc 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ri 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After being honorably disch. 
April 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Nort 
Little Rock. ;' 





CHARLES H. WILSON, JR. 


Sgt. James J. McDonald is the son of Willis McDonald of North Little 
Rock, where he was born July 19, 1918. He attended North Little Rock 
High School and was employed by the Standard Oil Company, Little Rock 
Tent and Awning Company and the Arkansas Fertilizer Company before 
entering the Army Air Corps September 21, 1942. He served his basic 
training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and later attended special schools 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Boca Raton, Florida. Sergeant Mc- 
Donald became a radar operator and mechanic and qualified as an air 
crew member. A veteran of three years of service, he served with the 
3051st Army Air Forces Base Unit. He was honorably discharged at 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana, November 19, 1945. He and his wife, Dorothy, 
have two children. 





\ 


RICHARD B. WILSON 





[ 412 } 









__ The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Pfe. Richard Earl Wann, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hobart W. Wann, was born 
December 12, 1923, at Little Rock. He concluded his prewar education 
at North Little Rock High School and entered the Armored Infantry 
February 1, 1943, for basic training at Miami Beach, Florida. By attend- 
ing Technical Training School, Chanute Field, Illinois, he qualified for 
rifleman. After eight months’ training in the United States he was sent 
to England, landing there October 21, 1943. Private Wann saw action 
in Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe. 
He received, among other awards, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, October 19, 1945. 


RICHARD E. WANN 


Seaman 1/c Paul Phillip Wann, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hobart Wann, was 
born August 1, 1921, at Crowder, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1923. 
| He concluded his education by completing North Little Rock High School, 
and was employed as a construction engineer and rodman. Entering a 
| Navy Construction Battalion October 7, 1942, he received boot training at 
Camp Peary, Virginia, and specialized in naval construction. His special 
qualifications included expert machine gunner. After serving one year 
peat the Seabees he was honorably discharged at U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Pensacola, Florida, August 6, 1943. He and his wife, Mary Lee, are the 
! parents of a child. 





PAUL P. WANN 


1st Lt. Ferrer Zini is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dominick Zini of North 
Little Rock, Arkansas, where he was born May 8, 1916. He graduated 
from North Little Rock High School in 1933 and was employed by the 
Owens Funeral Home, Arkansas Ordnance Plant and as manager of the 
Dutch Mill Drive-In until entering the Army Air Corps September 22, 
1942. He completed his preflight instruction at Santa Ana, California, 
and was commissioned as a pilot January 7, 1944. After serving two years 
with the Air Corps in the United States, he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific area in November, 1944, and remained there for more than 13 
months. Lieutenant Zini took part in the New Guinea, Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, Northern Philippines and Southern Philippines campaigns. He is 
remaining in the military service until December 31, 1946. He and his 
wife, the former Dorothy Anne Bell, are the parents of a daughter. 





FERRER ZIN 


| M/Sgt. Robert Remmel Peel, son of Mrs. Lola H. Bell and Eugene Elton 
. Peel, was born February 8, 1911, at North Little Rock. He graduated from 
_ Lonoke High School. A member of Arkansas National Guard since 1926, 
’ he enlisted in the Army Air Corps March 1, 1936, receiving basic training 
_ at Randolph Field, Texas. By attending training schools at Chanute Field, 
Illinois; Seattle, Washington, and Orlando, Florida, he qualified for line 
' chief and inspector. After serving eight years in the United States, he was 
- sent to Clark Field, Philippine Islands, October 17, 1944, attached to 19th 
- Bombardment Grp. He participated in the Philippine Islands, East Indies, 
_ Papaun, and Guadalcanal campaigns and air offensive over Japan. He re- 
- ceived Air Crew Member and Airplane Mechanic Badges and qualified as 
- marksman with pistol and carbine. He was awarded the Distinguished Unit 

Badge with four Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Medal, American Defense 
and Philippines Liberation Ribbons, and Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant 
Peel was honorably discharged at Ft. Lewis, Washington, September 2.15 
1945, and returned to North Little Rock where he lives with his wife. ROBERT R. PEEL 
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T/Sgt. William S. Clements, son of Maggie Webb and Charles Wel 
Clements, was born February 4, 1921, in North Little Rock, Arkansas 
He attended North Little Rock High School, afterwards being engage 


1942, he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, an 
Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and Mess Sergeants School, qualifying as mess 


Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and European-African=Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star. He was honorably dis- 
charged December 27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee and returned to North Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Flora Beth, and their child. 





WILLIAM S. CLEMENTS 


Watertender 2/c Everette Vergil Killman, son of Mrs. Willie Alma Killman 
and the late A. L. Killman, was born December 22, 1922, at Gurdon, Arkan- 
sas. He concluded his education by completing North Little Rock Junior 
and High schools and was employed as a railroad fireman. Entering the 
Naval Reserve December 10, 1942, he received boot training at Davisville, 
Rhode Island, qualifying as a boiler and motor mechanic. After training 
in the United States 14 months he departed August 22, 1943, with the 
66th Naval Construction Battalion for the Aleutian Islands and later went 
on to Okinawa. After serving 22 months overseas he was honorably 
discharged at Norman, Oklahoma, November 27, 1945. He returned to 
North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Margaret Florine. 





EVERETTE V. KILLMAN 


Ist Lt. William E. Greene, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Greene, Sr., 
was born June 24, 1920, in Little Rock. He completed his education by 
graduating from North Little Rock High School after which he was em- 
ployed as furrier by Marshall Field and Co. Entering the Army Air Corps 
April 16, 1942, he received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, later 
attending the Service School for Pilot Training and Communications, 
where he qualified as multi-engine aircraft pilot. Attached to 8th Air 
Force, he was sent to England in January, 1944, and participated in air 
offensives over Europe, Normandy and Northern France. Lieutenant 
Greene was awarded the Air Medal and four Oak Leaf Clusters, Disting- 
uished Flying Cross and Presidential Unit Citation. He was honorably 
discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, October 28, 1945, returning to 
North Little Rock where he lives with his wife, Lucille. 





WILLIAM E. GREENE, JR. 


Ist Lt. Lawrence O. Savage, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. Savage, was 
born at Sterling, Kansas, June 5, 1921. He received his education by at- 
tending Sterling High School before moving to Little Rock. Entering the 
Arkansas National Guard in December 1940, he later transferred to the 
Air Corps. At Radio Operator and Mechanics School, Scotts Field, Illinois, 
he trained for a fighter pilot. After serving three and a half years in the 
United States with the Field Artillery and Air Corps, he was transferred 
in March 1944, to England. Lieutenant Savage was in action in Normandy, 
Northern France, and Germany and in the air offense on Europe, for 
which he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with 
12 Clusters, and a Unit Citation. Returning to the United States in Jan- 
uary 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 10, 
1945. He and his wife, Marilyn, live in Little Rock with their child. 





LAWRENCE O. SAVAGE 
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Capt. Dale Calvern Faulkner, son of Clay Cash and Olive Almeda Faulkner 
was born August 27, 1915, at Wagner, South Dakota, moving to Arkansas 
in February, 1941. He received his education in Wagner High School, 
and Grand Island (Nebraska) Business College, after which he was em- 
ployed as grocery salesman. Enlisting in the Army Medical Corps Feb- 
ruary 18, 1941, he received basic training at Army and Navy General 
Hospital, Hot Springs, and later attended Officer Candidate School and 
Officers Cook and Bakers’ School at Camp Barkeley, Texas, qualifying as 
an administrative officer. After three years’ training he was sent to the 
Pacific theater October 27, 1943, with the A. & N. General 146th Station 
Hospital. For meritorious service in the Asiatic-Pacific theater, Captain 
Faulkner was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Other recognitions included 
National Defense, American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific, Victory, and Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbons. Returning to the United States November 21, 
1945, he was placed on inactive duty with full rank February 20, 1946, and 
returned to North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Bertha. 





DALE C. FAULKNER 


ist Lt. Harlan V. Ledgerwood, son of Emery Earnest and Mary Francis 
_Ledgerwood, was born at Anna, Illinois, December 4, 1915, moving to Ark- 
-ansas in 1940. He attended Dongola, Illinois Grade and High Schools and 
enlisted in the Infantry, Armored Division, September 25, 1935. Following 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks he attended Chemical Warfare School 
‘and the Intelligence School. He specialized in small arms and assault 
guns. After serving almost seven years, Lieutenant Ledgerwood was sent 
‘to the Asiatic-Pacific theater on January 22, 1942, where he participated 
in action in the Northern Solomon Islands. Returning to the United States 
in November, 1944, he received an honorable discharge at Camp Pickett, 
| Virginia, November 22,1944. He is married to the former Miss Opal Lee 
- Carelock. 









| HARLAN V. LEDGERWOOD 


PhM 3/e Tulsa Huffman Burgin, son of Winfred Elbert and Esther Mae 
Burgin, was born at Conway, January 19, 1924. He received his education 
by attending North Little Rock High School after which he was employed 
as an electrician and machinist. Entering the Navy October 20, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, and by attending Hospital Corps 
School qualified for pharmacist mate. After training in the United States 
three months he was sent to the South Pacific February 13, 1943, par- 
ticipating in action off Saipan, Guam, Philippines and Admiralty Islands. 
Mate Burgin received the Good Conduct Medal and four Battle Stars. 
After serving 32 months in the Asiatic-Pacific theater he returned to the 
United States September 13, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, November 5, 1945, returning to North Little Rock where he 
lives with his wife, Estelle, and children. 





TULSA H. BURGIN 


Cpl. James R. Duke, son of Mrs. Leona Duke, was born June 3, 1923, in 
Mayflower, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock High School, after- 
wards being engaged as lineman for Southwestern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. Entering the 462nd Parachute Field Artillery Battalion February 1, 
1948, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Para- 
chute School, specializing as telephone lineman. He served for more than 
a year in the United States before departing March 10, 1944, for Australia, 
New Guinea, and the Philippines. Overseas for a year and nine months, 
Corporal Duke was awarded American Theater Campaign Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Ribbon with three Bronze Stars and one Bronze Arrow- 
head, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Good Conduct 
Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged January 2, 1946, at Camp Fannin, Texas, 
and returned to his home in North Little Rock. “ gg. 
! JAMES R. DUKE 
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active duty until July 16, 1947. 


Ship’s Cook 3/c Raymond George Fischer, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray- 
mond Fischer, Sr., was born March 21, 1926, in North Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas. He attended North Little Rock Junior and Senior High Schools, 
afterwards being engaged as butcher and beekeeper. Entering the Navy 
March 18, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, quali- 
fying as butcher and rifle marksman. He departed September 11, 1944, 
for Pearl Harbor and Guam and remained overseas for a year and a half, 
participating in the campaign of Guam. He was honorably discharged 
June 2, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana. His home is in North Little Rock. 


7 x i or telvere: Fe ; 
Seaman 1/c Bennie Gene Hooks entered tl err 
teering for submarine duty. He attended Sub: 
don, Connecticut, and Sonar School, San Diego. 
training in the United States, he was sent to Gua nem 
crew aboard U.S.S. Proteus, attached to 3rd Fleet, in Fe 
Aboard the Proteus, he participated in occupying Yokosuka | 
in Tokyo with units of Fleet Marines. Seaman Hooks was then as 
to prize crew aboard the captured Japanese submarine I-14. H 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Japanese Occupation R 1 
He spent four months in the occupation of Japan and will remain or 
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RAYMOND G. FISCHER, JR. 


WILLIAM H. CLARK 





Lt. (j.g.) William Harold Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Harold 
Clark, was born at Water Valley, Mississippi, May 10, 1921, moving to 
Arkansas in 1923. He received his education by attending North Little 
Rock Senior High School and Capitol City Business College, after which 
he was employed as junior accountant. Entering the Navy Air Corps on 
July 22, 1942, he attended Naval Preflight School, Athens, Georgia; Naval 
Air Station, Dallas, Texas; Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida; and 
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, qualifying as naval aviator June 
1, 1943. After training in the United States 18 months, he was attached 
to the Atlantic Fleet and departed for the Pacific theater where he par- 
ticipated in Majuro, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Palau, 
and Philippine campaigns. Lieutenant Clark received the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with three Bronze Stars, and was placed on inactive duty October 8, 1945, 
at Corpus Christi, Texas. He returned to North Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Dr. Fannie M. Clark. 


Maj. Harrigan Edward Wortsmith, son of John and Nora Harrigan Wort- 
smith, was born December 25, 1918, at North Little Rock. Graduating 
from St. Mary’s Parochial and Little Rock Catholic High Schools, he was 
employed as shipping clerk for Republic Pictures Corp., Memphis, prior 
to entering the Armed Forces. Enlisting in the Infantry (Armored) 
January 29, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and 
later attended Clerical School, Ft. Knox, Kentucky, qualifying for head- 
quarters commandant. After serving three years attached to 6th Armored 
Division, he was sent to Glasgow, Scotland, February 10, 1944. Major 
Wortsmith participated in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe and was once wounded in action. 
He received Expert Marksmanship Medals for pistol, carbine and machine 
gun. He was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star with Cluster, Purple 
Heart, and American Defense Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, September 25, 1945. He and his wife, Catherine 
Elizabeth, live in North Little Rock with their children. 
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tab c. George Buckner Martin, son of Mrs. Jesse A. Martin, was born March 
- 17, 1919, at Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1923. Graduating 
i from North Little Rock Senior High School, he was employed as car 
repairer’s apprentice for the Missouri Pacific Railroad in North Little 
Rock prior to entering the Armed Forces. Enlisting December 30, 1941, 
he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and after 10 months’ 
service was sent to North Africa attached to 2nd and 8rd Air Support 
Commands. Private Martin saw service in French Morocco, Rome-Arno, 
Southern France, Po Valley and North Apennines campaigns, and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Citation and the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with five Campaign Stars. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, September 29, 1945. 





GEORGE B. MARTIN 


2nd Lt. James E. Zinn, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. James E. Zinn, Sr., was 
born at Kansas City, Missouri, August 31, 1924, moving to Arkansas in 
1938. He attended North Little Rock High School and the University of 
Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Force March 1, 1943, he received basic 
training at Miami Beach, Florida; attended Radio School, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; and received preflight training at Santa Ana, California ; 
‘primary training at King City, California; basic flight training at Merced, 
' California; and advanced training at Williams Field, Arizona. He received 
| his wings and commission September 8, 1945. He attended B-29 Flight 
' Schools at Amarillo, Texas, and Denver, Colorado, and was transferred to 
Troop Carrier Command. Up to the time of his honorable discharge, he 
| was undergoing training at Maxton, North Carolina, and he was place 

‘in reserve status with full rank at Camp Chaffee, September 30, 1945. 
| He lives in North Little Rock. 
JAMES E. ZINN, JR. 





Coxswain Billy Hiram Kuehnert, son of Mrs. Bessie Kuehnert of Levy, 
Arkansas, was born at North Little Rock, November 4, 1924. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and was a machinist at the Missouri Pacific 
Shops until entering the Navy September 18, 1942. He served his boot 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and received special training at Memphis, 
Tennessee; Chicago, Illinois, and the Sub-Chaser School at Miami, Florida. 
In September, 1943, he was sent to the Pacific theater. He took part in 
the strike against Truk, the liberation of the Philippines, and participated 
in the sinking of 12 enemy ships. He was wounded in action June 1944, 
and was awarded the Purple Heart. He was killed in action on May 9, 
1945, off the coast of Okinawa. Coxswain Kuehnert was the holder of the 
Presidential Unit Citation, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 12 Battle Stars. He is buried at the 
Armed Forces Cemetery on Zamani Shima, Ryukyus Islands. A second 
Purple Heart was presented to his mother after his death. 


| 
| 





| BILLY H. KUEHNERT 


Sgt. Loure Lee Gibson, son of Anna Bell and Lonnie Lee Gibson, was born 
- October 6, 1926, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Levy School, Oak 
- Grove Junior High School, and North Little Rock High School. Entering 
' the Marines October 16, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, Marine Base, and attended Engineering Equipment Operators’ 
' School. He qualified as expert rifleman, pistol sharpshooter, and engineer- 
ing equipment operator. After serving for 16 months in the United 
States, Sergeant Gibson departed March 10, 1944, for Guadalcanal and 
- remained overseas for a year and a half, participating in campaigns of 
Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and Green Island. He was awarded Presidential 
Citation and Personal Citation and was honorably discharged October 19; 
| 1945, at Eagle Mountain Lake, Texas. He reenlisted March 13, 1946, and 
is still in the service. His home is in Levy, Arkansas. 





LOURE L. GIBSON 
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Cpl. Helen Holloway Higham, daughter of Mr. and— 
Holloway of North Little Rock, was born March 8, 19 
Arkansas. She attended North Little Rock High School, orwar 
employed by Magnolia Petroleum Company and the Farm Secu 
ministration. Entering the Air Corps March 6, 1943, she receiv 
training at Des Moines, Iowa, qualifying as key punch operator, | 
records. Corporal Higham served for a year in the United States > 
recruiting unit and served overseas for nine months. After being hono 
ably discharged January 23, 1945, at Stark General Hospital, South arc 
lina, she returned to Horton, Kansas, where she lives with her husband 
Captain Edward William Higham. 























HELEN H. HIGHAM 






Ist Lt. Perry B. Holloway, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Edward Holloway, +» . 4 
was born May 30, 1917, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended North oe 
Little Rock High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College, Conway, 
Arkansas. He entered the Infantry June 6, 1941, receiving basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, and attended Officer Candidate School at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. Lieutenant Holloway qualified in the use of all 
Infantry weapons. Attached to the 4th Infantry Division, he departed 
January 18, 1944, for England and remained overseas for a. year and a 
half, participating in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, the 
Bulge, west of the Rhine, and Central Germany. He was wounded in 
action and received the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Infantry Combat 
Badge, and five Campaign Stars. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 19, 1945, at Camp Butner, North Carolina, he returned to North 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Frances Juanita. 





PERRY B. HOLLOWAY 


Sgt. Thorwald Eugene Thorne, son of Mrs. A. C. Thorne of North Little 
Rock, was born May 4, 1919, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended McRae, 
North Little Rock Junior High, and North Little Rock Senior High 
Schools, afterwards being employed by the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. Entering the 43rd Engineers March 19, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Sergeant Thorne departed January 
23, 1942, for Melbourne, Australia, and remained overseas for nearly three 
years. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon with three Bronze 
Service Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged July 7, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in North Little Rock. 


THORWALD E. THORNE 


S/Sgt. Clarence Lee Beard, son of Odie Lee and Forrest Brooks Beard, 
was born March 22, 1922, at Lonoke, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending North Little Rock High School, after which he was employed 
by W. B. Worthern Co., Bankers. Entering the Army Air Forces Septem- 
ber 3, 1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later 
attending Harlingen Gunner’s School, Haag’s, Texas, where he qualified 
for armorer-gunner. He also qualified as expert with the pistol and tommy 
gun and as marksman with machine gun and carbine rifle M-1. Serving 
over two years attached to 3rd Air Force, he was sent to New Guinea 
February 14, 1944, and participated in Bismarck Archipelago and New 
Guinea campaigns. For meritorious service he received the Good Conduct 
Medal, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross. Returning to the United States, he was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, October 26, 1945. 





seg 


CLARENCE L. BEARD 
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Sgt. Corry Fulton Hull, son of Corry R. and Rubye M. Hull, was born 
November 17, 1923, at Marshall, Texas, moving to Arkansas in June, 1924. 
He attended R. E. Lee Grammar School and Little Rock and North Little 
Rock Junior and Senior High Schools, after which he was employed by 
Boren Bicycle Company. Entering the Army Air Force November 7, 1942, 
he received basic training at Brooks Field, San Antonio, and attended 
Scott Field Radio Operators’ and Mechanics’ School, Belleville, Illinois, 
qualifying for radio operator, mechanic, and aerial gunner. Sergeant Hull 
received Expert Medal for his poficiency with sub-machine gun and pistol 
and Marksman Medal for small-bore rifle and .50 caliber machine gun, and 
also qualified as driver of vehicles up to two and one-half tons. While train- 
ing, he received an injury that hospitalized him for almost seven months. 
He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater and Victory 
Ribbons. After serving over three years attached to 2100th AAF Base 
i Lies Unit, he was honorably discharged at Maxwell Field, Alabama, Febru- 
CORRY FULTON HULL ary 2, 1946. 


ce 


Pfc. Herbert T. Magby, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Magby of North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, was born at Hot Springs October 20, 1909. Educated at 
the North Little Rock High School, he was employed as a salesman for 
the Schoenith Candy Company until entering the military service March 
1, 1944: After serving his Infantry basic training period at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, he was assigned to the 104th Infantry Division and arrived in 
England with that unit August 23, 1944. Overseas 18 months, he took 
cart in the Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and was awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct Medal, 
Buropean Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the rifle Marksman’s 
Medal. After eight months with the Army of Occupation of Germany, he 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, February 6, 
1946. He and his wife, Thelma LaRue, are the parents of a daughter. 








HERBERT T. MAGBY 


Cpl. Charles Edward Hollis, Sr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Hollis, was 
born December 8, 1913, in Kerr, Arkansas. He attended Lonoke Grammar 
School, Fourth Street Junior High School, and North Little Rock Senior 
High School, afterwards being employed as a salesman. Entering the 
Marine Corps March 29, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as A.A.M.G. crewman and rifle expert. After serving 
for 10 months with the 1st Guard Company, Mare Island, Corporal Hollis 
departed January 13, 1945, for Guam and remained overseas for more 
than a year. He spent three months with the occupation forces in China. 
After being honorably discharged April 29, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
he returned to North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Lela, and 
their son. 


[ CHARLES E. HOLLIS, SR. 


M/Szt. Julian Robert Stires, son of John Robert Stires, was born June 18, 
11917, at North Little Rock. He was educated in Greater Little Rock 
schools, graduating from Little Rock High School. He was employed as a 
caretaker and aviation mechanic at Adams Field, Little Rock. He joined 
ithe National Guard in 1936, enlisted in the Army Air Corps September 16, 
1940, and received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. Serving six years 
‘in the United States, he departed September 27, 1942, with the 154th 
‘Observation Sqdn. for Europe. He participated in the campaigns In Al- 
gerian French Morocco, Tunisia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Balkans, 
‘Germany, Northern France, Po Valley, and North Apennines. He received 
‘earbine expert Marksmanship Medal and was awarded all earned oper- 
‘ational ribbons and theater medals, the Good Conduct Medal, and a Presi- 
‘dential Unit Citation. Returning to the United States June 18, 1945, he 
‘was honorably discharged at Orlando, Florida, October 17, 1945, and re- 
enlisted for three years with the permanent grade of master sergeant. He ; e 
‘and his wife, Nadine, are the parents of twin boys. JULIAN R. STIRES 
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Chief Petty Officer Marvin Elton Norton, son of Ora L. and N 

Marvin Norton, was born July 7, 1917, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. 
attended McRae and Fourth Street Junior High Schools in North Little 
Rock. A member of the C.M.T.C. in 1935, he entered the Navy, Aviation 
Branch, January 10, 1936, and received boot training at San Diego, Cal: 

fornia. He attended Naval Air Transport School and served on heavy 
cruisers Salt Lake City, San Francisco, and Quincy and oil tanker Mattole. 
He departed in July 1941, for the North Atlantic and later was sent to the 
South Atlantic, serving in European and American Theaters of Operations. 
Overseas for six years and serving in the United States for four, Chief 
Norton also served in the Pacific Ocean and was stationed at Bunker Hill, 
Indiana; Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and New York City. He was injured 
in a plane crash 200 miles south of Bahia and was awarded Navy Citation. 
After being honorably discharged January 28, 1946, at New York City he 





MARVIN E. NORTON 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Robert Joseph Gillen, Jr., son of Sally Gillie 
and Robert Joseph Gillen, Sr., was born May 10, 1923, at Morgan City, 
Louisiana. He received his education by attending Levy, Arkansas, Grade 
School and North Little Rock High School. Enlisting in the Navy June 3, 
1941, he received boot training at San Diego, later attending Aviation 
Machinist Mates’ School where he qualified for aerial gunner and plane 
captain. After 18 months’ service in the United States, he was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he saw action in Battle of Midway, Mar- 
shall Islands, invasion of Guadalcanal, Battle of Stewart Islands, Gilbert 
Islands, Iwo Jima, and Philippines. He was wounded in action and was 
awarded the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, Air Medal, and Navy 
Unit Commendation. Mate Gillen is still in the Navy. His wife, Anna 
Gayle, lives in Levy, Arkansas. 


reenlisted. His wife, Greta, and their child live in Little Rock. 









BURL D. 


ADAMS 


ROBERT J. GILLEN, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Burl Dee Adams, son of James Clyde and Rosa Baker Adams, 
was born November 16, 1914, at North Little Rock. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Peabody Grammar School, East Side Junior High School, 
and North Little Rock High School, after which he was employed as switch- 
man by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company. He entered the Navy 
December 11, 1943, receiving boot training at San Diego, California, 
where he specialized in landing craft operations. After 11 months’ train- 
ing, attached to Landing Craft Unit 38, he was sent to the South Pacific 
theater November 23, 1944. He participated in the invasion of Iwo Jima, 
spending 11 months there before returning to the United States by way 
of Tokyo. Seaman Adams was honorably discharged at Norman, Okla- 
homa, December 13, 1945. He and his wife, Lillie Mae, are the parents of 
a child. 


Capt. Oliver Carl Collar, son of Mrs. Grace May Collar, was born April 5, 
1920, at Mayflower, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Saltillo Grade School, Walcott High School, and Arkansas State College 
at Jonesboro. Entering the Infantry January 24, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson and later attended Officers’ Training School at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. After training in the United States, he departed 
December 1, 1943, for North Africa, where he participated in Vosges 
Mountains, Rhineland, Southern France, and Central Germany campaigns. 
Captain Collar was individually awarded the Croix de Guerre, four Battle 
Stars, Presidential Citation, and Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster. He 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Lewis, Washington, March 12, 1946. 
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OLIVER C. COLLAR 


Aviation Cadet Kenneth F. Denham is the son of Claude and Eva D 

of North Little Rock where he was born October 19, 1926. He tended 
North Little Rock High School and Louisiana State University and entered 
the Army Air Forces March 27, 1945. He completed his basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and then attended Remote Control Turret 
School, becoming a turret mechanic. Due to the end of the war and the 
end of the aviation cadet program, he was honorably discharged at Lowry 
Field, Colorado, November 3, 1945, after seven months of service. He 
was the holder of the Victory Ribbon. 








KENNETH F. DENHAM 


T/5 Bertram R. Denham, son of Claude D. and Eva G. Denham, was born 
at Carruthersville, Missouri, December 18, 1920, moving to Arkansas in 
1925. He received his education by attending North Little Rock High 
School. A member of the 153rd Infantry, Arkansas National Guard, he 
entered the Regular Army December 23, 1940, and received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, specializing as bandsman, French horn. 
Serving two years in the United States attached to 153rd Inf., 106th AGF 
- Band, he+was sent to the Aleutian Islands August 20, 1941, where he spent 
over two, years and a half. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon. Returning to the United States March 22, 1944, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, August 3, 1945. 






; BERTRAM R. DENHAM 


Pfc. Elmer Herrell Tipton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Clarence Tipton of 
Rose City, North Little Rock, was born at Coleman, Oklahoma, September 
9, 1921, and moved to Arkansas with his family the same year. Educated 
at England and North Little Rock High Schools, he entered the Marine 
Corps September 16, 1942, and was sent to San Diego, California, for his 
boot training. Assigned to the 3rd Marine Division, heswas sent to New 
Zealand in January, 1943, and remained overseas 28 months. Private Tip- 
ton saw action at Bougainville, Guam, Marianas Islands, and Iwo Jima, and 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Theater 
Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
October 5, 1945, at Norfolk, Virginia. His wife is Wilma. hee Tipton. 


ELMER H. TIPTON 


T/Sgt. Emmery H. Tipton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Clarence Tipton 
of North Little Rock, was born at Fairbanks, Arkansas, September 9, 1919. 
He attended England High School and was employed by the Faulkner 
Wholesale Grocery Company and the Barq Beverage Company until enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps September 18, 1942. He received his basic train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Mississippi and attended Gunnery School at Las 
| Vegas, Nevada, and Mechanic School at Amarillo, Texas. After one year 
| with the 2nd Air Force in this country, he was sent to England in August, 

1943. Sergeant Tipton was shot down in France 1n April, 1944, and was 

captured by the Germans. He spent one year Stalag 17B in Austria 
/ and was evacuated from there ahead of the Russian Army in April, 1949. 
He was liberated in May, 1945. Overseas 21 months, he is the holder ot 
the Purple Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal with three 
Clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion. He was honorably discharged September 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Elma Maxine, have two children. 





EMMERY H. TI PTON 
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Cpl. Clarence Doyle Campbell, son of Alma Doyle and Chas. C. Campbell, 
was born April 11, 1926, in Wyville, Arkansas. He attended Clarendon, 
Arkansas, High School, afterwards being engaged as a welder in Kaiser 
Shipyards, Richmond, California. Entering the Marine Corps June 17, 
1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Infantry Machine Gun School, qualifying as machine gunner. After serving 
in the United States for a year with M. D. F. T. B., San Clemente island, 
he departed July 22, 1944, for Guam. Overseas for a year and eight 
months, Corporal Campbell participated in campaigns of Iwo Jima and 
Volcano Islands. He was honorably discharged April 11, 1946, at Camp 
Pendleton, Oceanside, California, and returned to his home in Levy, Ar- 
kansas. 





CLARENCE D. CAMPBELL 





S/Sgt. Clyde V. Huffman is the son of Coy V. and Mattie E. Huffman of 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. Born at North Little Rock July 15, 1922, 
he attended North Little Rock High School, and was employed as an 
equipment clerk by Ford, Bacon and Davis, contractors at Jacksonville, 
until eritering the Army Air Corps October 26, 1942. He completed his 
basic training at Foster Field, Victoria, Texas, and attended Radio Oper- 
ator Mechanic School at Scott Field, Illinois. Sergeant Huffman became 
an administrative specialist and clerk-typist and spent three years of 
active service with the Air Corps. He was honorably discharged at Scott 
Field, Illinois, December 5, 1945, and is now employed as a hydrology 
clerk by the U. S. Engineers. He and his wife, Norma Louise, have one 
child. 





CLYDE V. HUFFMAN 


S/Sgt. Jack LeMaye Riden, son of Carrie Mabel and George Clayton Riden, 
was born November 18, 1921, in Alicia, Arkansas. He attended North 
Little Rock High School and Business College, later being employed as 
accountant by the International Harvester Company. Entering the Air 
Force May 21, 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and attended A. A. F. Administrative School at Denver, Colo- 
rado, qualifying as air operations specialist. Attached to the 319th Fighter 
Sqdn., Sergeant Riden departed January 9, 1943, for North Africa, and 
during his two years overseas participated in campaigns of Tunisia, 
Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Southern France, Northern France, Rome-Arno, 
Rhineland, and Northern Apennines and their air combat over the Balkans. 
He was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon 
with one Silver Star and four Bronze Stars and Presidential Citation with 
one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster. After being honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 2, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to North Little Rock, where he 
lives with his wife, Norma Lee, and their son. 





JACK L. RIDEN 


T/5 Ernest C. Henslee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. Henslee, was born 
February 25, 1926, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Clendenin, 
North Little Rock Junior High, and North Little Rock Senior High 
Schools, afterwards being employed in the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
Shops and by Malco Theaters. Entering the Ordnance Department Medi- 
cal Corps May 12, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, 
Texas, and attended Sanitary Technician’s School, qualifying in medical 
basic training and as sanitary technician and truck driver, light. After 
serving for more than a year with the Medics in the United States, he 
departed July’ 28, 1945, for Ledo, India, and remained overseas for 10 
months. He was awarded American Theater Campaign Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and one 
Overseas Service Bar. After being honorably discharged June 5, 1946, at 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he returned to his home in North Little Rock. 





ERNEST C. HENSLEE 
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T/Sgt. Mark R. Gotcher, son of Donas Reed and Thomas J. Gotcher, was 
born May 15, 1924, in London, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock 
Grammar and High Schools, afterwards being engaged as ambulance driver 
and funeral attendant. Entering the Medical Corps February 1, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and attended Technical 
School at Camp Lee, Virginia, qualifying as medical noncommissioned 
officer. After serving for two and a half years in the United States with 
the 64th Medical Training Bn., he departed August 24, 1945, for the 
Philippines and remained overseas for six months, serving as funeral 
director in Manila Cemetery No. 2 in Luzon. Sergeant Gotcher was 
awarded World War Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He spent four 
, months with the Army of Occupation and was honorably discharged March 
10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. He lives in North Little Rock with his wife, 
Lavanna Mae, and their child. 


afterwards being engaged as an electrop 


Conduct Medal, American Theate 
being honorably discharged Decem 


James, and their children. 


LORAN D. (JACK) CROWDER 


Baker 2/c Delbert Samuel Plante, Sr., son of Mr. / 
wea ea at Levy, Arkansas, January 29,1914. He received his education 
by attending East Side Junior and Little Rock Senior High Schools anc 
Little Rock Junior College. Enlisting in the Navy, Submarine sth ise) 
September 18, 1942, he received basic training at Great Lakes Nava 


Training School, qualifying for submarine sailor. A 
United States he departed for New Guinea, serving } 


. i ; October 1, 1945, 
theater for 21 months. Returning to the United States 0 Fs 
he received an honorable discharge at Millington, Tennessee, ies ee 
1945. He and his wife, Nina Bernice, live 1n North Little Rock with 
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Sgt. John M. Bland, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bland of North Li ; 
ot Arkansas, was born November 18, 1921. He received his bigeticn ie <iares 
Little Rock Public Schools and was employed by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad as a locomotive fireman before entering the Armed Forces De- 
cember 5, 1942. After receiving his basic training at Camp Hallihan, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, he was assigned to the 756th Railway Shop 
Battalion, Transportation Corps. He was sent overseas August 20, 19438, 
landing at Liverpool, England, and participated in the Rhineland Cam- 
paign. Sergeant Bland was injured in line of duty and returned to Staten 
“ Island Hospital, New York, later being transferred to Kennedy General 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. Receiving one Battle Star, Good Conduct 
Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and Victory 
Medal, he was honorably discharged March 6, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Melba Jean, and son, live in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, and he is again employed as fireman with Missouri 





Pfc. Loran Dow (Jack) Crowder, son of Alice Edna and Alfred Edward 
Crowder, was born December 29, 1908, at Hartman, Arkansas. He at- 
tended North Little Rock Grammar, Junior High, and Senior Hig 


Meade, Maryland, 





DELBERT S. PLANTE, SR. 





wife, Nettie 





Electrician Louis W. Stahl, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Stahl, Sr., 
was born at Little Rock, Arkansas, March 29, 1914. He attended Little 
Rock High School and was employed by Douglas Aaircraft. Company be- 
fore enlisting in the Regular Army in June 1934. He received his basic 
training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and served three years at that post as 
a member of the 20th Infantry before he was sent to Schofield Barracks, 
Hawaii in December 1937. In December, 1939, he was returned to this 
country and transferred to the Merchant Marine. Electrician Stahl served 
with the Merchant Marine until he was honorably discharged at Catalina 
Island, California, December 24, 1943. He then joined the staff of the 
U. S. Navy Repair Yard at Terminal Island, Long Beach, California. He 
and his wife, the former Marie Lowry, are the parents of three children. 





LOUIS W. STAHL 





M/Set. Jack E. Greenwood, son of Ed Greenwood of 2318 Summit Avenue, 
Little Rock, was born at DuQuoin, Illinoils, December 13, 1918. He moved 
to Arkansas with his family in 1939. Sergeant Greenwood enlisted in the 
Regular Army December 30, 1936, and served his basic training period 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He attended Truck Driver’s School and 
has served as an administrative specialist and first sergeant with the 
Infantry and recruiting details in this country. In this emergency Ser- 
geant Greenwood served with the Military Government. In October, 1945, 
he was sent to Seoul, Korea, and remained overseas for four months. For 
this period with the Military Government with the Army of Occupation, 
he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and also holds the 
Good Conduct Medal with Clasp and the Expert’s Medal for the rifle and 
Machine gun. He has reenlisted in the Regular Army. His wife is the = 
former Frances Ross. JACK E. GREENWOOD 





T/5 Ray McCright, son of Mr. and Mrs. George H. McCright of 2318 Sum- 
mit Avenue, Little Rock, was born at Hensley, Arkansas, February 17, 
1919. He attended the Hensley schools and Fuller High School at Sweet 
Home, Arkansas, and was employed as a carpenter for the U. 8S. Engineers 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Entering the military service December 14, 
1942, he was sent to Pine Camp, New York, for his basic training. In 
November, 1943, he was sent with his unit, the 894th Ordnance Heavy 
Maintenance Company, to the European theater. Overseas two years, he 
saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and 
Central Europe campaigns and won the European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, November 16, 1945. He and his wife, the former Marguerite 
Ross, have a son. 





RAY McCRIGHT 


T/Sgt. Edward B. Ross is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Ross of 2318 
Summit Avenue, Little Rock. Born at Little Rock December 13, 1923, he 
was educated at Little Rock High School before entering the Army Air 
Forces November 11, 1942. Sergeant Ross received his basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and then attended Radio Operator and Me- 
chanic-Gunner Schools. In January, 1944, he was sent to the Pacific area 
where he saw action in the Southern Philippines, Luzon, Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, China, New Guinea, East Indies, and Eastern Mandate campaigns. 
Overseas 16 months, he holds the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with seven Battle Stars. He returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged July 24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His 
wife is the former, Phyllis Marie Hoeltzel. 





EDWARD B. ROSS 
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Lt. Hubert L. Aday, son of Dr. and Mrs. L. C. Aday of Arkadel- 
phia, Arkansas, was born at Arkadelphia March 8, 1917. He 
attended the Little Rock Public Schools and Little Rock Junior 
College; Georgia Military Academy and the University of 
Pennsylvania. He was a script writer in the motion picture 
industry before entering the Armed Forces in 1941. (Complete 
details of Lieutenant Aday’s military record were not sub- 
mitted.) 





HUBERT L. ADAY 


Pfc. Nellie C. Stearns, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Holdford, was born 
January 12, 1913, at Bald Knob, Arkansas. She received her education 
by attending Baring Cross Grammar School and North Little Rock Junior 
and Senior High Schools. Enlisting in the Women’s Army Corps February 
2, 1943, she received basic training at Daytona Beach, Florida. By at- 
tending Motor Transport and International Business Machine Service 
Schools, she qualified as stock record clerk and test driver. Private Stearns 
served 21 months with the WAAC and WAC, including service at Ft. 
Crook, Nebraska, and Mt. Rainer Ordnance Depot, Tacoma, Washington. 
She was awarded the WAAC Service Medal and Good Conduct Medal and 
received an honorable discharge at Ft. Sam Houston, November 9, 1944. 


She lives in North Little Rock. 





: 


NELLIE C. STEARNS 


Lt. Frederick S. Stearns, son of Mrs. Bertha Stearns of North Little Rock, 
Arkansas, was born November 11, 1900, at W aterloo, Iowa, and came to 
Arkansas in 1922 with his family. After receiving his education he was 
employed by the Missouri Pacific Railway until entering the ‘service pane 
22, 1942. (Complete details regarding Lieutenant Stearns’ miltary recor 
were not submitted.) 
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1.—Cpl. Oscar Thomas Holcomb, son of Mrs. Addie 
Holcomb of North Little Rock, Arkansas, was born at 
Prescott, Arkansas, February 7, 1910. He was gradu- 
ated from Benton High School at Benton, Arkansas. 
Corporal Holcomb was inducted into military service 
June 17, 1941, at Detroit, Michigan, and was trans- 
ferred into Enlisted Reserve Corps September 27, 
1941. He was ordered into active duty February 2, 
1942, at Ft. Custer, Michigan. He received training 
in the United States and left April 10, 1944, arriving 
in Scotland. He was in Battery B, 177th Field Ar- 
tillery Bn., and served as combat man in campaigns. 
He was wounded and died from gunshot wounds April 
27, 1945, at Rattelsdorf, Germany, after a years’ 
overseas duty. He was authorized to wear the Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and the 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with four 
Bronze Service Stars for campaigns in Germany, 
Ardennes, Normandy, and Northern France. Corporal 
Holcomb is survived by his mother, and a brother, 
John David, who also was in the service. 


2.—T/4 John David Holcomb, son of Mrs. Addie Hol- 
comb, North Little Rock, was born at Prescott, Ark- 
ansas, September 24, 1915. He attended the Prescott 
and Bryant schools and was graduated from Benton 
High School. He entered military service February 1, 
1943, and served his basic training at Camp Robinson. 
He became a mail clerk and was sent to North Africa 
in June, 1943. Overseas 31 months, he served with 
the Army Postal Service and set up postal sections 
in North Africa and several different sections in 
Italy. At the end of the war in Europe, he was sent 
to Manila, Philippine Islands. Holder of the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 20, 1946. 


3.—Segt. Woodie L. Taylor, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodie Taylor, Sr., of North Little Rock, was born 
January 5, 1921, at Bigelow, Arkansas. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and was an auto- 
mobile mechanic and locomotive fireman until enter- 
ing military service August 4, 1942. Assigned to 
the Engineers, he served his basic training at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia, and then attended the Hemphill 
Diesel School at Memphis, Tennessee. In April, 1943, 
he was sent to Australia and later saw action in 
New Guinea and the Philippines. Overseas more 
than 380 months, he holds the Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon 
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. Sergeant 
Taylor was honorably discharged December 4, 1945, 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 


4.—T/4 Howard E. Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodie Taylor, North Little Rock, was born there 
March 22, 1924, and was educated at North Little 
Rock High School. He enlisted in the National 
Guard October 25, 1939, and entered active military 
service with 206th Coast Artillery on January 6, 
1941. In August, 1941, he was sent with his unit to 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and remained in Alaska until 
returning to the United States to attend the Para- 
chute School. He qualified as a Paratrooper and 
was assigned to the famous 101st Airborne Division. 
Sergeant Taylor took part in the hard fighting of 
the Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. Over- 
seas a total of 44 months, he holds the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
the Presidential Unit Citation, and the Good Conduct 
Medal, and has served with the Coast Artillery, Field 
Artillery, Infantry, and Signal Corps. He was 
honorably discharged September 22, 1945, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. 


5.—2nd Lt. James R. McPherson, son of Christopher 
C. and Mozella McPherson, was born November 1, 
1919, in North Little Rock. He attended North Little 
Rock High School before becoming a car repairer’s 
apprentice for the Missouri Pacific Railroad. A 
member of the Arkansas National Guard since 1940, 
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he was called to active duty 
16, 1941, and received basic 
Texas. He attended Officer Candidate Seh« 

Benning, Georgia, qualifying as an Infant: 
commander. Lieutenant McPherson was 
Aleutian Islands August 1, 1941, and then t 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he saw _ action 
Okinawa and served in Japan. Among other awa 
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he received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and _ 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars. He 


was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Novem- 
ber 9, 1945, returning to North Little Rock. 


6.—Lt. (j.g.) Clyde C. McPherson is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. McPherson of 116 North Pine 
Street, North Little Rock. Born at North Little 
Rock, August 8, 1917, he completed his education 
at North Little Rock High School and enlisted in the 
Regular Navy in January, 1935. Lieutenant Mc- 
Pherson served his Naval training at San Diego, 
California. In July, 1936, he was given foreign 
duty and served in China and the Philippines. He 
has spent almost four years on foreign service and 
holds the Navy Good Conduct Ribbon and the Navy 
Commendation Ribbon. Lieutenant McPherson will 
1emain in the Regular Navy. His wife is Mary 
McPherson. 


7.—S/Sgt. William Ellsworth Conley, Jr., son of Wil- 
liam E. Conley, Sr., and Daisy P. Conley, was born 
July 31, 1921, at Searcy, Arkansas. He attended North 
Little Rock Grade and High School and Little Rock 
Junior College before employment with the Arkan- 
sas State Highway Department. Entering the Army 
Air Force October 19, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Mississipppi, and Westover 
Field, Massachusetts, later attending Lincoln (Neb- 
raska) Airplane Mechanics’ School to qualify as an 
airplane and engine mechanic. Attached to 401st 
Sqdn., 370th Fighter Group, he was sent to the 
Europe where he participated in air offensives on 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe. Sergeant Conley received En- 
gine Mechanics and Sharpshooter Medals and was 
awarded six Bronze Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, and a Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon. 
After serving over 21 months overseas he returned 
November 6, 1945. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Jefferson Barracks, November 12, 1945. 


8.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Gerald Alton Manning, son 
of Scheley and Eldura Manning, was born at Humes- 
ton, Iowa, January 27, 1920, moving to Arkansas in 
1921. He received his education by attending Floyd 
High School and enlisted in the Navy May 27, 1941. 
He received boot training at San Diego and, by 
attending Aviation Mechanic’s School, qualified for 
aviation machinist’s mate. After training in the 
United States for six months, Mate Manning de- 
parted December 17, 1941, for the Pacific area, par- 
ticipating in Gilbert, Marshall, Wake, and Marcus 
[slands raids; battles of Midway, Stewart Islands, 
Santa Cruz Island, and Solomon Islands; and oc- 
cupation of Guadalcanal. He was killed in action 
August 24, 1942, and was posthumously awarded 
Presidential Unit Citation (U.S.S. Enterprise) and 
the Purple Heart. He is survived by his parents, 
who live in North Little Rock. 


9.—Baker 2/¢ Scheley Waydell Manning, son of Sche- 
ley and Eldora Manning, was born at Beebe, Arkan- 
sas, June 26, 1924. He attended Floyd High School 
and entered the Navy June 27, 1942. During boot 
training at San Diego, California, he qualified as a 
baker. After training in the United States, he depart- 
ed September 16, 1942, for the Pacific area and 
in the Aleutians, Philippines, Gilberts, Marshalls, 
Guadalcanal, Marianas, Saipan, Tinian, and Guam 
campaigns. His unit received the Fleet Command- 
er’s Citation. He was honorably discharged at San 
Diego, October 26, 1945, and returned to North 
Little Rock where he lives with his wife, Arlene. 
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10.—S/Sgt. Wiley M. Manning, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Scheley Manning, was born at Romance, Arkansas, 
July 4, 1918. He received his education by attending 
Floyd High School and Beebe Agricultural College. 
Previously serving in the National Guard, Hq. Det., 
3rd Bn., 153rd Inf., he entered‘the Regular Army 
December 23, 1940, receiving basic training at Camp 
Robinson. Later by attending Combat Intelligence 
Service School, he qualified for range section chief, 
Intelligence NCO. Attached to Btry. B, 14th C. A. 
Bn., he was sent to the Aleutians on August 30, 1941. 
Sergeant Manning participated in the Aleutian 
Islands campaigns and returned to the United States 
February 15, 1943. He qualified for sharpshooter 
M-1 rifle in 1943, and expert M-G, carbine, T-G 
and expert gunner, 1944. He was awarded the 
American Defense Ribbon with Star, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
lives in North Little Rock with his wife, Sunshine, 
and their daughter. 


11.—Sgt. Johnnie B. Wages, son of Mrs. Mamie Jo- 
hanns, was born at Hazen, Arkansas, November 3, 
1921. He received his education by attending North 
Little Rock Public Schools after which he was em- 
ployed by Tuf-Nut Garment Co., Little Rock, as a 
bradding machine operator. Entering the Infantry 
October 6, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Adair, Oregon, qualifying as squad leader in a 60 MM 
mortar unit. Attached to 382nd Inf., 96th Div., he 
was sent to the Pacific area July 28, 1944, and was 
in action on Leyte Island and Okinawa. Sergeant 
Wages was wounded in the right ankle by shrapnel 
on April 22, 1945, on Okinawa. He qualified as 
expert rifleman, carbine, mortarman, with the bayo- 
net and as sharpshooter with .45 caliber pistol and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Purple 
Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, American Theater and Victory Ribbons. He 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, No- 
vember 16, 1945, returning to North Little Rock 
where he lives with his wife, Edith Mae. 


12.—_Set. Orville G. Harrison, son of William Milton 
and Effie Loula Harrison, was born at Redford, 
Missouri, July 28, 1915. He concluded his education 
by attending North Little Rock High School after 
which he was employed as administrative clerk for 
the U. S. Engineers. Entering the Army Air Corps 
July 238, 1942, he received basic training at St. 
Petersburg, Florida, later attending Administrative 
Clerical School at Hattiesburg, Mississippi, quali- 
fying as a clerk-typist. On June 26, 1943, he quali- 
fied as expert with the Thompson sub-machine gun 
and as marksman with the carbine M-1 on September 
27, 1944. After serving 14 months in the United 
States he was sent to the Aleutian Islands where 
he served more than two years, participating in the 
Battles of Kiska and Attu. Sergeant Harrison was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star and the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Douglas, Utah, October 27, 1945, returning 
to North Little Rock where he lives with his wife, 
Virginia. 


13.—Set. Freddie L. Harrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Milton Harrison, was born February 14, 
1922, at North Little Rock. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Baring Cross Grammar School, 
Fourth Street Junior High, and North Little Rock 
Senior High School. After finishing school he was 
employed as shipping clerk and salesman. Entering 
the Army Air Corps October 27, 1942, he received 
basic training at Foster Field, Texas, specializing 
in truck driving. After almost three years’ service 
attached to 2539th AAF Base Unit, he departed from 
the United States September 26, 1945, for the 
Hawaiian Islands. He served in that area four 
months and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
and Victory Medal. He was discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 30, 1946, returning to North Little 
Rock where he lives with his wife, Hazel Juanita. 
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14.—S/Sgt. | 
and Mrs. Willia or 
Decatur, Alabama, moving 
attended North Little Rock D 
chita College at Arkadelphia, Arkans 
being employed as locomotive fireman. Ente 
Transportation Corps, Air Force, January 6, | 
received basic training at Camp Plauche, Loui 
qualifying as locomotive engineer and as marksman. 
Attached to the 750th Railway Bn., Sergeant Mc- 
Culloch departed October 26, 1944, for Germany and ~ 
remained overseas for a year and a half. He was 
awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and three Overseas 
Bars. He spent a year with the Army of Occupa- 
tion and was honorably discharged May 21, 1946, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He lives in North 
Little Rock, Arkansas, with his wife, Edith Myra. 


15.—Pyt. Thomas D. McCulloch, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. McCulloch, was born November 1, 1917, at 
Decatur, Alabama. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock Senior High School 
and Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, for three years. 
Entering the Air Corps Enlisted Reserve on July 
23, 1942, he received flight training at College 
C.P.T. and Air Corps Central Instructors School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, specializing for flying instructor. 
Private McCulloch was stationed at Army Primary 
Flying School at Chickasha, Oklahoma, as flight 
instructor teaching Air Corps cadets, having been 
inducted into this service by reason of his civilian 
qualifications as pilot and pilot instructor. He in- 
structed over 100 cadets in their first 65 hours of 
flying without injury to student or plane, and no 
plane was damaged by any of his students. After 
serving over three years, he received an honorable 
discharge at 8th Sv. Hq., Dallas, Texas, August 23, 
1945. He returned to North Little Rock where he 
now lives with his wife, Patsy, and their two chil- 
dren. 


16.—T/Sgt. Francis E. Oholendt, son of Mrs. Mayme 
Oholendt, was born November 14, 1918, at North 
Little Rock. He attended North Little Rock High 
School and Little Rock Junior College. Entering the 
Infantry September 14, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Roberts, California, and attended NCO 
School to qualify for platoon sergeant. After train- 
ing in the United States 18 months he was sent to 
England September 7, 1944, to participate in the 
Northern France, Germany, Central Germany and 
Ardennes campaigns. Sergeant Oholendt received 
medals as an expert rifleman, BAR, MG and mortar 
man and was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds 
received in action, a Bronze Star, and the American 
Defense and European Theater of Operations Rib- 
bons with four Bronze Stars. After serving four 
months with Army of Occupation he returned to the 
United States October 12, 1945, to be honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, October 21, 1945. 
eee his wife, Alice Louise, are the parents of one 
child. 


17.—Capt. Gene F. Oholendt, son of Mrs. Mayme 
Oholendt, was born November 14, 1920, at North 
Little Rock. He graduated from North Little Rock 
High School in 1938 and was employed as apprentice 
electrician for the North Little Rock Electric Com- 
pany. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps June 11, 
1940, he received basic training at Randolph Field, 
Texas, completed radio-link trainer-pilot training 
(Flexible Gunnery Training Command) and General 
Staff School and was rated as a pilot April 29, 
1942. Captain Oholendt left the United States May 
28, 1943, for North Africa to participate in the 
Sicily, Italian, Southern France, Greece and Austrian 
campaigns. He was awarded the European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the 
Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters and re- 
mained on active duty. He is married to former 
Miss Jeannette Ketzscher. 


18.—S/Sgt. Eugene W. House, son of Mrs. Emery 
Virgil House, was born at North Little Rock, Janu- 
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rents of two children, Dianne and Elaine. 


1. Virginia Janice Huey Clifton, daughter of 
d Mrs. Luther Lee Huey, was born February 
1920, at North Little Rock. She received her 
education by attending Ouachita College at Arka- 

_delphia and State Teachers’ College at Conway. 


REALE 


1.—Radioman 2/c Fred R. Powell, son of Mrs. Annie 
Powell, was born March 4, 1926, in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock 
Junior and Senior High Schools. Entering the Navy 
February 2, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Radio School at Los 
Angeles, California. He departed October 1, 1944, 
for the Caroline Islands and remained overseas for 
more than a year, participating in the campaigns 
of the Philippines, Okinawa, and Tokyo. He spent 
three months with the occupational forces and was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liber- 
ation Ribbon, Tokyo Ribbon, and Good Conduct Rib- 
bon. He is still in service. His home is in North 
Little Rock. 


2-—Seaman 1/c Malcolm Nathaniel Powell, son of 
Mrs. Annie Powell, was born April 21, 1928, in North 
Little Rock. He attended North Little Rock High 
School, afterwards being employed by the Rock 
Island Railroad Company. Entering the Navy Feb- 
ruary 1, 1948, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as gunner. Seaman Powell 
departed December 6, 1948, for the Hawaiian Islands 
and remained overseas for a year and a half. He 
was awarded American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. 
After being honorably discharged November 8, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to North Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Lucille, and their 
children. 


3.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c John Edmond Byrd, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John O. Byrd, was born May 8, 1925, 
in North Little Rock. He attended North Little 
Rock Elementary School and High School. Entering 
the Navy May 6, 1943, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Electrical School 
at Ames, Iowa. Attached to Staff Fla. Group, 16th 
Fleet, Mate Byrd served overseas for more than 
two years on board the U.S.S. Wingfield, par- ; 


over some Japanese- eld islands in the Marshalls. 
He also served in Southern France and with a sub- 
killer group in the South Atlantic Ocean and Medi- 
terranean Sea and was awarded European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Rib- 
bon, and Good Conduct Medal. He spent three 
months with the occupational forces and was honor- 
ably discharged May 9, 1946, at Jacksonville, Florida, 
returning to his home in North Little Rock. 


20.—Segt. Willard Lee Huey is the son of Luther a 
Bessie Lee Huey of North Little Rock, where he ss 
born December 24, 1923. He attended North Little 
Rock High School and was employed as an auto- 
mobile mechanic until entering the Army Air Force 
October 31, 1942. Sergeant Huey received his basic 
training at Kelly Field, Texas, and later attended 
Hydraulic Specialist’s School at Chanute Field, Tlli- 
nois, the Lincoln, Nebraska, Mechanic’s School and 
the Curtis C-46 School at Buffalo, New York. He 
became a specialist in airplane hydraulics and served 
more than three years with the 3rd Ferrying Di- 
vision of the Air Transport Command. Holder of 
the Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
American Theater Ribbon, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, February 18, 1946. 
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4.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c James Cornelius Powell, 
son of Mrs. Annie Powell, was born February 19, 
1918, in Ridgely, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 
1915. He attended North Little Rock High School, 
afterwards being employed by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad Company. Entering the Navy August 24, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and attended Gunnery School at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. Departing April 7, 1943, for the Solomon 
Islands, Mate Powell remained overseas for more 
than two years and participated in campaigns of 
Rendoua, Munda, Vella LaVella, Treasury, Bougain- 
ville, Green Island, and Okinawa. He was awarded 
American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged November 12, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
North Little Rock. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Jerrell Lee Powell, son of Mrs. 
Annie Powell, was born February 6, 1917, in Al- 
theimer, Arkansas. He attended North Little Rock 
High School, afterwards being employed by Argenta 
Bottling Company. Entering the Navy May 135 
1943, he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, 
qualifying as pointer on 40 MM gun. Departing 
April 138, 1944, for the Marshall Islands, Seaman 
Powell served overseas for a year and 10 months 
and participated in campaigns of Marianas Islands, 
Caroline Islands, and the first and second battles 
of the Philippines. He was awarded American De- 
fense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Service Rib- 
bon, and Philippine Service Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged December 29, 1945, at San 
Pedro, California, he returned to his home in North 
Little Rock. 


6.—Watertender 1/c Floyd Leonard Carroll, son of 
Martle and Charles Edward Carroll, was born No- 
vember 14, 1917, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended North Little Rock High School, afterwards 
being employed as locomotive fireman by the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad Company. Entering the 
Navy Seabees October 16, 1948, he received boot 
training at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, and at- 
tended Heavy Equipment School, qualifying as 
crane operator and expert rifleman. He departed 
June 17, 1944, for New Guinea, and remained over- 
seas for a year and a half with R.A.D. No. 3, build- 
ing pontoons, landing barges, and crossways. After 
being honorably discharged December /, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home | in 
North Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
Agnes Marie, and their two children. 
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e boot training at Farragut, Idaho, qualifyin 
as trainer on 40 MM gun. Beinan Powell departed 
July 15, 1944, for the Marshall Islands and re- 
mi ined overseas for a year and a half, participating 
in campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He was 
awarded American Defense Service Ribbon and 
Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 11, 1945, at Memphis, 
Bee’: he returned to his home in North Little 
Rock. 


9.— Aviation Radio Technician 2/c John W. Derden, 
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Derden, Sr., was 
born September 5, 1922, at Austin, Arkansas. He 
attended North Little Rock schools before he was 
employed by the Arkansas Democrat and at the 
Arkansas Ordnance Plant. Entering the Naval Re- 
serve October 16, 1942, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois. Later he attended training 
schools at Coco Solo, Panama Canal Zone; Chicago; 
Clarksville, Arkansas. and Ward Island, Cornus 
Christi, Texas, qualifying as radio repairman. After 
serving two years in the United States he was sent 
to the Caribbean area where he served 14 months. 
He received the American Theater, World War Jl 
Victory and Navy Ribbons and Good Conduct Medal. 
He was honorably discharged at San Pedro, Califor- 
nia, December 2, 1945. 


10.—Segt. Aaron Cordell Powell, son of Mrs. Annie 
Powell. was born in North Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He attended North Little Rock High School and 
entered the Army May 28, 1940, receiving basic 
training at Ft. Ord, California. Sergeant Powell 
served for more than two years in the United States 
and departed July 19, 1942, for nearly two and a 
half years of overseas duty. He was awarded Amer- 
ican Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Service 
Ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged September 
9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to his home in North Little Rock. 


11.—S/Sgt. Frederick Luther Stukey, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frederick Luther Stukey, Sr., was born 
October 25, 1918, at Little Rock. He received his 
education by attending Clendenin Grade School 
and North Little Rock High School, after which 
he was employed by Acker’s Clothing Company. 
Entering the Army Air Corps June 20, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Wichita Falls, Texas, later 
attending Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas, and 
Radio School, Alamogordo, New Mexico, where he 
qualified for waist gunner and assistant radioman. 
After training in the United States he departed in 
February 1943, for North Africa, participating In 
preinvasion bombardment of Sicily and Italy, and 
bombings of Greece and Rumania, including low- 
level bombing of Ploesti, Rumania. Sergeant Stukey 
was killed in action when his plane was shot down 
August 1, 1943, near Nis, Yugoslavia, on the return 
trip to his base in North Africa. He was awarded 
the Air Medal with Silver Oak Leaf Cluster, Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross with one Bronze Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and the Purple Heart, posthumously. He 
is survived by his wife, Jane Annette, and his par- 
ents, who live in North Little Rock. 


12.—Motor Machinist Mate 3/e William J. C. Der- 
den, son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Derden, was born 
at Austin, Arkansas, July 24, 1915. He received his 


Entering val Reserve Marct , 1944 
received boot training ee ce 
ualifying as mechanic. After training in the United 
tates over four months, he was sent to the South 
‘Pacific area on August 12, 1944, where he served 
for, almost 16 months and participated in Iwo Jima, 
Okinawa, and China Seas campaigns. He was 
awarded two Invasion Stars and received an honor- 
able discharge at Nashville, Tennessee, December 9, 
1945. He and his wife, Lorene, live in Ola, Arkansas, 
with their children. 


13.—Ship’s Cook 3/c Andrew J. Derden, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. Derden, Sr., was born April 2, 
1918, at Austin, Arkansas. He received his education 
in Austin public schools and was employed at the 
Arkansas Ordnance Plant, Jacksonville, and by the 
Capitol Transportation Company, Little Rock. Enter- 
ing the Naval Reserve January 6, 1944, he received 
boot training at San Diego, and qualified for ship’s 
cook, After training three months he was sent to 
the South Pacific area where he participated in 
Marianas, Philippines, Iwo Jima and Okinawa cam- 
paigns in which he suffered bursted ear drums. He 
received the Amphibious, Asiatic-Pacific, American 
Theater, Philippine Liberation and World War II 
Victory Ribbons and three invasions Stars. He was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, December 17, 
1945. He and his wife, Emogene, are the parents of 
two children. 


14.—_S/Sgt. Joseph W. Hunter, son of .Mrs. Ray 
Hill Bullock of North Little Rock, was born at 
Decatur, Texas, August 28, 1904. He moved with 
his family to Arkansas in 1915, and attended Little 
Rock High School and the University of Arkansas. 
He enlisted in the Army Air Corps July 4, 1942, and 
was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for his basic 
training. He also trained at Hawier Field, Califor- 
nia, and Paine Field, Washington. He attended the 
Lockheed-Vega Service School at Burbank, Califor- 
nia, and became a mechanic. After one year in this 
country, he was sent to England where he served 
as a mechanic for more than two years. Holder of 
the Bronze Star Medal, the European Theater Rib- 
bon, and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably 
discharged in July, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. His wife is Ruth Hunter. 


15.—M/Set. Herbert Richard Hunter, son of Mrs. 
Ray Hill Bullock of North Little Rock, was born 
at Decatur, Texas, December 31, 1906. He attended 


Tennessee, and became a communications specialist. 
In January, 1943, he was sent to North Africa and 
remained overseas more than 27 months. He took 


Medal, the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged June 22, 1945, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas. His wife is Letha Hunter. 


6.—Pfe. Louis Henry Tilley, son of William Louis 
3 Lilly Mae Tilley, was born. October 18, 1924, 
at North Little Rock. He received his education 
by attending McRae Grade School and North Little 
Rock Junior High School. Enlisting 1n the Marine 
Corps December 23, 1941, he received boot training 
at San Diego, and later attended Anti-aircraft 
Gunnery and Amphibious Tractor Schools, quali- 
fying as machine gunner. He. departed February 
293. 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he 
served at Guadalcanal, Midway Islands, Tarawa and 
Eniwetok. Private Tilley qualified as rifle sharp- 
shooter, pistol expert and expert with Thompson 
sub-machine gun. He was awarded five Bronze 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, the American 
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Theater, Asiatic-Pacific, and World War II Victory 
Ribbons, and Presidential Citation. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Pendleton, California, 
December 29, 1945, returning to North Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Carra Nell. 


17.—Sgt. William Fred Tilley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Louis Tilley, was born February 19, 1917, 
at North Little Rock. He attended McRae Grade 
School, afterwards being employed as baker for 
Jackson Cookie Company and Meyers Bakery. En- 
listing in the Armed Forces August 2, 1941, he 
received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, at- 
tached to 1st Armored Division. He attended service 
school at Ft. Knox, qualifying for baker. Depart- 
ing from the United States May 11, 1942, for North 
Africa, he participated in the Rome-Arno, Anzio, 
Algeria, French Morocco, Tunisian, and Naples- 
Foggia campaigns. Sergeant Tilley was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with four Rronze Service Stars. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, June 
22, 1945, returning to North Little Rock, where he 
lives with his wife, Edith Louise. 


18.—1st Lt. William H. Kuonen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. Kuonen, was born September 20, 1909, at 
North Little Rock. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock High School, after 
which he was employed as carpenter and building 
estimator. Enlisting in the Corps of Engineers 
June 27, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, and later attended Officer 
Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, where he 
qualified for unit commander. After serving two 
years in the United States, he departed in July 1948, 
for the European Theater of Operations, landing in 
Glasgow, Scotland, in August 1943. Lieutenant 
Kuonen saw service in Northern France, Rhineland, 
and the Ardennes campaigns and served for more 
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PEALE 


1.—T/Sgt. William Joseph Fargo is the son of 
Edmund John and Sophie Fargo of North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, where he was born July 16, 1924. 
After completing his education at Catholic High 
School, he was a shipping clerk until entering the 
Army Air Forces, March 8, 1943. Sergeant Fargo 
served his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, 
and attended Administrative School at Central State 
College, Edmond, Oklahoma. In October, 1943, he 
was sent to the European theater with his unit, the 
316th Depot Repair Sqdn., and remained overseas 
for 28 months. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the American Theater Ribbon, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, February 
24, 1946. 


2.—T/Sgt. Edmund John Fargo, Jr., is the son of 
Sophie and Edmund John Fargo of North Little 
Rock, where he was born November 22, 1919. He 
attended Catholic High School at Little Rock, and 
was employed by the Meyer Bakery until entering 
the Army Air Forces October 19, 1940. Upon the 
completion of his basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, he attended special schools at 
Langley Field, Virginia, and became an aerial 
photographer. In January, 1942, he arrived with his 
unit, the 18th Reconnaissance Sqdn., in the Pacific 
theater. Overseas almost three years, Sergeant 
l‘argo saw action in the East Indies, Papuan, New 
Guinea and Bismarck Archipelago campaigns and 
is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion, Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 
Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged May 23, 1945, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas. 
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19.—M/Sgt. Richard C. Kuonen, son of M ". and 
A. E. Kuonen, was born April 1, 1918, at No 
Little Rock. He received his education by atten 


Aircraft School, Buffalo; Packard-Rolls 
School, Detroit; and Northrop Aircraft School, Haw- 
thorne, California, where he qualified for line chief, 
air force. After serving for over five years attached 
to 30th Bomb. Group, 326th Fighter Sqdn., 328th 
Group, and 409th Fighter Sqdn., 372nd Group, he 
was honorably discharged November 19, 1945, at 
ee Field, Louisiana. He lives in North Little 
ock. 


20.—Sgt. Robert Benjamin Kuonen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. E. Kuonen, was born June 28, 1914, at North 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock Grade and High Schools, 
graduating in 1933. Enlisting in the Infantry, 
Combat Medics, November 13, 1941, he received 
basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, qualifying 
for squad leader and platoon sergeant. He also 
qualified as sharpshooter in May 1944. After two 
and a half years’ service in the United States, he 
departed May 29, 1944, for Liverpool, England. 
He served overseas for over 19 months attached 
to 57th Medical Bn., and was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, January 11, 1946. 
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3.—M/Segt. John T. Sanders, son of Pearl R. and 
Cecil M. Sanders, was born June 10, 1921, in Ken- 
sett, Arkansas. He attended Kensett High School, 
Beebe Junior Agricultural College, and Ouachita 
Baptist College. A member of the 153rd Infantry 
Service Company, Arkansas National Guard, he 
entered the Infantry December 23, 1940, and re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
qualifying as operations sergeant. He served with 
the 153rd Infantry and I.R.T.C. at Camp Robinson 
and departed March 2, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands 
and Alaska, remaining overseas for two years. Ser- 
geant Sanders was honorably discharged January 
12, 1946, at Camp Robinson, and reenlisted January 
15, 1946. His home is in North Little Rock. 


4.—Capt. Cecil M. Sanders, son of Mrs. Pearl 
Sanders, of 820 Cypress Street, North Little Rock, 
was born July 10, 1914 at Marshall, Arkansas. He 
is a graduate of Kensett High School and also Oua- 
chita College, where he received R.O.T.C. training. 
He entered the Army, Infantry branch, in 1939. His 
wife is Alice Sanders. No further details regarding 
oe pares record of Captain Sanders were fur- 
nisnea, 


5.—S/Sgt. Armel Miller Goode, son of Mary C. 
Goode of Levy, Arkansas, was born at Holland, 
Arkansas, January 6, 1920. He was educated in 
the Holland schools and was employed as a truck 
driver until entering the Army Air Corps September 
16, 1942. Sergeant Goode completed his training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and the aerial gunnery 
school at Harlingen, Texas, and was sent to the 
European theater in July, 1943. He was a crewman 
on a B-24 plane which participated in a raid on 
Kjeller Field at Oslo, Norway, November 18, 1943. 


Rose City Grammar School and North Little Rock 
Junior and Senior High Schools. Enlisting in the 
Army Air Force October 22, 1940, he received basic — 
training at March Field, California, later attending | 
Del Gado Central Trade School, New aa Bell | 

oyce 








pe i ae 


# 
* 


‘ 


i! ¥ ae 
This brave soldier was listed as killed in action on 
this date after his plane was last seen crashing into 


the English Channel, 50 miles off the coast of Eng- 
land. No trace of this gallant crew was ever found. 


6.—S/Segt. William Glendon Goode, son of Mary 
Carnelious Goode of 1723 Battery Street, Little 
Rock, was born at Holland, Arkansas, September 13, 
1917. He attended Holland High School, Arkansas 
Tech and Draughon’s Business School and was 
owner and manager of a grocery business until 
entering the military service November 30, 1942. 
He was assigned to the Air Corps and served his 
basic training at Kelly Field, Texas. Sergeant 
Goode became a control tower operator and served 
with the 105th Army Airways Communications 
Sqdn. A veteran of three years of military service, 
he holds the American Theater Ribbon, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, 
February 5, 1946. He and his wife, Louise, have 
one child. 


7.—Ship’s Cook 1/c William L. Thomas, son of 
Lewis Milton and Bessie Barbara Thomas, was born 
February 1, 1921, at North Little Rock. He re- 
ceived his education by attending North Little Rock 
High School, after which he was employed as 
butcher and beekeeper. Entering the Coast Guard 
February 11, 1942, he received boot training at New 
Orleans and attended Fire Fighting and Patrol 
Frigate Schools, where he specialized as cook, baker, 
and butcher. After serving in the United States, 
he was sent to the Southwest and Central Pacific 
on February 24, 1943, where he participated in 
Marianas Islands campaign and Philippine Liber- 
ation (invasion of Leyte). He received the Philip- 


pine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star and: 


Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with one Bronze Star. Re- 
turning to the United States July 20, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at San Francisco, California, 
December 15, 1945. He lives in North Little Rock. 


8.—Pfe. Robert Milton Thomas, son of Lewis Milton 
and Bessie Fischer Thomas, was born at North 
Little Rock November 16, 1924. He graduated from 
North Little Rock High School, attending University 
of Georgia, and graduated from Arkansas Trade 
School, after which he was employed by Argenta 
Drug Co., Walgreen Drug Store, and Owens and Co., 
Funeral Home. Entering the Armed Forces July 26, 
1943, at Camp Robinson, he received basic training 
with Air Corps at Miami Beach, Florida, and was 
later placed in Infantry Replacement at Camp 
Gordon, Georgia. He attended Service Schools at 
John B. Stetson University, Leland, Florida, and 
University of Georgia at Athens, specializing as 
first rifleman (mortar gunner). After training in 
the United States, he was sent to Europe, landing 
at Cherbourg, France, September 26, 1944, attached 
to Company B, 61st Armored Inf. Div. Private 
Thomas participated in battles of Northern France, 
Battle of the Bulge, and invasion of Germany, his 
unit taking part in the capture of approximately 
67 towns and cities. He was killed in action March 
23, 1945, by artillery fire while cleaning out a 
heavily defended enemy pocket west of the Rhine 
River. Out of his original squad, only one man 
survived. Private Thomas was the last man lost. 
He qualified for expert infantryman, rifleman, and 
60 MM mortar gunner and was_ posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart, Presidential Recognition, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Unit 
Citation, and Commendation. He is survived by his 
parents, who live in North Little Rock. 


9.—Aviation Radioman 1/e Samuel Ray Morgan, son 
of Mrs. Ella Morgan, was born August 6, 1918, at 
Humnoke, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock Public Schools, grad- 
uating from North Little Rock High School in 1937. 
He was employed in the Bureau of Aeronautics 
until entering the Navy June 17, 1944. He received 
boot training at San Diego and qualified as aviation 
radioman, After training in the United States eight 
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10.—T/Sgt. R. Orlan Miller, son of Mrs. L 
Weeks of North Little Rock, Arkansas, was born 
at Conway, Arkansas, September 12, 1923. He at- 
tended North Little Rock High School and Draugh- — 
on’s Business College at Little Rock until entering 
the Army Air Corps February 1, 1943. After com- 
pleting his basic training at Keesler Field, Mis- 
sissippi, he was sent to Engineering and Operations 
Clerical School at Colorado State College, Greeley, 
Colorado. After two and a half years at the Topeka 
Air Field, Topeka, Kansas, he was sent to China 
in February, 1945, and took part in the China of- 
fensive. Overseas 14 months, he served as a chief 
clerk and was returned to this country where he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
April 14, 1946. His wife is Marjorie H. Miller. 


11.—Chief Petty Officer Carthel M. Miller, son of - 
Mrs. Leota Miller of 2303 Arch Street, Little Rock. 
was born at Mayflower, Arkansas, August 10, 1916. | 
He attended North Little Rock High School and 
the Bendix Trade School at South Bend, Indiana, 
and was a city fireman until entering the Navy 
September 11, 1942. Chief Miller completed his boot 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and then attended 
the Firefighting School at Boston, Massachusetts. 
He specialized in Navy firefighting and served as an 
instructor after returning from overseas duty. In 
June, 1943, he was sent to take part in the invasion 
of North Africa, and also saw action in the Sicilian 
and Italian invasions. Overseas a year, he holds 
the Navy Good Conduct Medal and the European 
Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, September 16, 1945. He 
and his wife, Janice, are the parents of two children. 


12.—Chief Commissary Steward James Richard 
Spinks, son of Ruth Maxson and Marion Spinks, was 
born June 13, 1917, in Gentry, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Sylvan Hills Grade School and North Little 

Rock High School, afterwards being employed as 

clerk at Rephan’s Department Store and civilian 

cook at Camp Robinson. A member of the National 

Guard since January 1940, he entered the Navy 

October 15, 1943, and received boot training at 

Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia. He attended 

Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and Commissary Stew- 

ards’ School, qualifying as cook instructor. He de- 

parted in October 1944, for the Southwest Pacific 

Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a 

year and two months, participating in campaigns 

of the Marianas Islands and the invasion of Guam. 

After being honorably discharged December 23, 

1946, at Nashville, Tennessee, he returned to North 

Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy, 

and their two children. 


13.—Mineman 1/c Hugh Franklin Spinks, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. M. Spinks of North Little Rock, was born 
May 25, 1923. He received his education in North 
Little Rock Public Schools and was employed at the 
Arkansas Ordnance Plant. He entered the Navy 
June 28, 1942, receiving his boot training at San 
Diego, California. Mineman Spinks attended Gun- 
nery, Mine Warfare and also Fire Fighting Schools. 
He left the States August 10, 1942, serving with 
submarine patrols. He returned to the United States 
May 21, 1945. Holder of the Submarine Insignia, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Victory Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged December 2, 1946, at 
Washington, D. C. 


14.—Ship’s Cook 1/e Howard E. Spinks, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marion Spinks, was born July 25, 1915, 
at Gentry, Arkansas. He received his education by 
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n 1/e Darwin Eugene Spinks, son of 
a on and Marion Spinks, was born April 
192! ~Remount, Arkansas. He attended Syl- 
1 Hills Grade School and North Little Rock High 
_ Entering the Navy June 23, 1942, he re- 
d boot training at San Diego, California, and 
ttended service school at Naval Armory, Los An- 
les, California, qualifying as signal and commu- 
nications instructor. He departed November 20, 
1942, for the South and Southwest Pacific Theaters 
of Operations and remained overseas for a year and 
a nel He participated in campaigns of Guadal- 
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New Georgia, Bougainville, New Britain, 
Okinawa, and the Philippines, being wounded in 
action, and was awarded American Theater Ribbon 
with five Bronze Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Philippine Ribbon with one Star, and Victory Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged April 19, 1946, 
at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
North Little Rock. 


16.—Fireman 1/e Jarel Lee Buell, son of Luda Mae 
and Clyde Ellis Buell, was born February 14, 1927, 
in North Little Rock. He attended North Little 
Rock High School, afterwards being employed as 
machinist’s helper by the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
Company. Entering the Navy August 7, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as fireman in ship’s fire room. He served 
for a year and four months in the United States. 
His home is in North Little Rock. 


17.—Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Benton Ellis 
Buell, son of Luda Mae and Clyde Ellis Buell, was 
born January 10, 1923, in Alma, Arkansas. After 
graduating from North Little Rock Senior High 
School, he was engaged as a shoe repairman and an 
automobile mechanic. Entering the submarine ser- 
vice of the Navy July 28, 1941, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Ford’s Machinists’ School in Dearborn, Michigan, 
qualifying as sound operator and first class gun 


is awarded Navy Le Commenda- 
tion, Navy Unit Commendation, National Defense 
Ribbon, American Area Ribbon, European Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. 
_ His home is in North Little Rock. 


18.—Pvt. John T. Morgan, son of Mrs. E. D. Morgan 
of North Little Rock, was born April 7, 1915, at 
Humnoke, Arkansas. He was educated in the North 
Little Rock Public Schools and was employed by 
the North Little Rock Police Department. He 
entered the Marine Air Corps, March 29, 1944, and 
received his boot training at San Diego, California. 
His wife is Elizabeth Morgan of North Little Rock. 
Further details of Private Morgan’s service record 
were not furnished. 


19.—Pvt. Quince Eber Buell, son of Clyde Ellis and 
Luda Mae Buell, was born April 30, 1915, at Con- 
way, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing North Little Rock High School, after which 
he was employed as machinist helper for the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad. Entering the Army Quarter- 
master Corps March 22, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Lee, Virginia, qualifying for shoe 
repairman. After serving almost two months, Pri- 
vate Buell was honorably discharged at Camp Lee, 
May 6, 1944. He now resides in Little Rock with 
his wife, Zoie Marie, and their two children. 


20.—S/Sgt. L. D. Buell, son of Clyde Ellis and 
Luda Mae Buell, was born July 18, 1917, at Wooster, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Clendenin Grammar and North Little Rock Junior 
and Senior High Schools. Prior to entering the Air 
Corps August 7, 1941, he was employed by the 
Game Commission and was engaged in construction 
work. Receiving basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Sergeant Buell qualified for carbine sharp- 
shooter and pistol marksman and, by attending 
Service Schools at Chanute Field, Illinois; Consoli- 
and B-29 School at 
Amarillo, qualified for airplane maintenance me- 
chanic and airplane engine specialist and received 
air crew member wings and airplane technician’s 
After serving over four years, for which 
he received the American Defense, American Theater 
and Victory Ribbons and Good Conduct Medal, he 


Antonio, Texas, November 8, 1945. He resides in 


North Little Rock with his wife, Opal Sunshine, and 
their child. 
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nance Evacuation 
theater in January, 1944, and remained overseas 
for more than 23 months. Sergeant Ballard took 
part in the Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
Victory Medal. He was honorably discharged De- 
cember 8, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


3.—T/5 Jack W. Bland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe B. 
Bland, was born February 11, 1924, at Perryville, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Perryville High School and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College. Entering the Signal Corps May 25, 1943, 
he became a technician, fifth grade. He received 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, qualifying 
as message center clerk. He departed from the 
United States October 18, 1943, for Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, and served over two years in the Southwest 
Pacific area. For meritorious service he received 
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, Southwest 


Company, 


Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze 
Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 25, 
1945, and now resides in North Little Rock. 


4.—Aviation Electronic’s Technician’s Mate 3/c Wil- 
liam Clifford Koger, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. 
Koger of North Little Rock, was born at Wynne, 
Arkansas, August 29, 1920. He attended Little 
Rock High School and the University of Arkansas 
as well as the Little Rock Junior College. Entering 
the Navy July 6, 1944, he was sent to San Diego, 
California, and attended the service schools in 
Radar and Radio at Gulfport, Mississippi, and Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas, becoming expert in radar and 
radio operation and repair. After 20 months in the 
service, he was honorably discharged at Shelton, 
Virginia, March 5, 1946. He and his wife, the former 
Roberta Walden, are the parents of one child. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Ralph Edward Berdikoski, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Berdikoski, was born July 
25, 1924, in North Little Rock. He attended North 
Little Rock High School. Entering the Navy Feb- 
ruary 18, 1944, he received boot training at Farra- 
gut, Idaho. Seaman Berdikoski departed May 5; 
1944, for more than two years of overseas duty and 
participated in the battles of Saipan, Palau, Leyte 
Gulf, and Okinawa. He is still in the service. His 
home is in Rose City, North Little Rock. 


6.—Seaman 1/c David Lee Ladd, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Ladd, was born at Little Rock, June 14, 
1914. He received his education by attending Syl- 
van Hills Public Schools, after which he was em- 
ployed as cement finisher and stone mason. Enter- 
ing the Navy March 29, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego and qualified for Naval 
Repair-Construction Battalion. After training In the 
United States four months, Seaman Ladd was sent 
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After 17 months’ service overseas, he returned to 


the United States November 17, 1945 
honorably discharged at ‘Memphis, cles ole 
1945. He was awarded the American Theater, 
elas j pent Liberation and Victory 
ns. He lives wi i i i is, 1 
eae aden i is wife, Sylvia Lois, in 


_ 7.—Cpl. Frederick E. Cook, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 


sled 


Frederick E. Cook, Sr., was born January 29, 1914 
at Little Rock. He received his Eauencon by at. 
tending Little Rock Public Schools after which he 
was engaged in the service station business and 
later was employed by the U. S. Engineers. Enter- 
ing the Army March 14, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for military 
policeman and subsistent clerk. After serving two 
years, he was sent to England attached to Military 
Police Det. 1861st S.C.U. and served over a year 
in Northern France. Corporal Cook was awarded 
rifle Sharpshooter Medal on December 9, 1943, and 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Rib- 
bon and Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the 
United States July 12, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, November 
4, 1945, returning to North Little Rock where he 
lives with his wife, Mildred. 


8.—Chief Gunner’s Mate J. D. Ledsinger, son of 
Nonie Florence and James Joseph Ledsinger, was 
born July 7, 1911, in Yuma, Tennessee, moving to 
Arkansas in April 1931. He attended St. Paul’s 
School in Memphis, Tennessee, and Darling, Missis- 
sippi, High School. Entering the Navy January 7, 
1930, he received boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, Training Station and attended Electric and 
Hydraulic Schools in Washington, D. C., spe- 
cializing in gunnery. Mate Ledsinger served for 
12 years in the Navy in general service and was 
overseas for four years during which he participated 
in the invasion of Guadalcanal, supply and support 
of Guadaleanal, and invasions of the Marshall and 
Gilbert Islands. He also served at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, and points in the Southwest Pacific and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, American 
Defense Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. He is still 
in the service. His wife, Oleta Jeraldine, and their 
child live in North Little Rock. 


son of Dr. and 


9.—Capt. William Lewis Fulton, 
August 17, 1917, 


Mrs. Enoch S. Fulton, was born 
in Patterson, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 
June 1932. He attended North Little Rock High 
School, Hendrix College, and Arkansas University 
School of Medicine. Entering the Medical Air Corps 
in July 19438, he received basic training at Carlisle 
Barracks, Pennsylvania, and attended Randolph 
Field School of Aviation Medicine at San Antonio, 
Texas, qualifying as flight surgeon in the Army 
Air Corps. Captain Fulton served for more than 
two years in the United States and departed No- 
vember 5, 1945, for France. Overseas for seven 
months, he served with the Army of Occupation. 
Captain Fulton is still in the service. His wife, Ida, 
and their one child live in North Little Rock, Ark- 


ansas. 


10 5/S2t Frank W. Berdikoski, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W. Berdikoski of Rose City, Arkansas, was 
born January 31, 1918, at Little Rock.. He was 
educated at North Little Rock High School and 
was then employed as a mechanic and part owner 
of Berdikoski and Sons Garage until entering the 
Army Air Corps September 22, 1942. After com- 
Y i Sheppard Field, Texas, 


pleting his basic training at 

he was sent to England in August, 1943, and there 
attended Auto Instructor and Mechanic’s Schools 
and several other Air Force special schools. Over- 


seas 30 months, Sergeant Berdikoski served with 
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the 55th Fighter Sqdn., 20th Fighter Group, during 


the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and received 
the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal and the Distinguished Unit 
Badge. He was honorably discharged October 27, 
1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 

11.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c John William Adams, son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Adams, was born 
at England, Arkansas, July 27, 1900. He was edu- 
cated in the Mayflower schools and was employed by 
the Hollis Mill Supply Company at Little Rock and 
the Big Rock Stone and Material Company until 
entering the Navy August 29, 1942. He completed 
his Naval training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and spe- 
cialized in ship repair. In December, 1942, he was 
sent to sea duty aboard the U.S.S. Altair and served 
at the Trinidad Escort Repair Base. Overseas more 
than 16 months, he was honorably discharged at 
Long Beach, Long Island, New York, August 24, 
1945. He and his wife, Lula Winkler Adams, are 
the parents of three children. 

12.—1st/Sgt. William M. Calhoun, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Morris Calhoun of North Little 
Rock, was born at Galloway, Arkansas, December 
12, 1911. He attended Joe T. Robinson High School 
and Draughon’s Business College and was employed 
as a bookkeeper and policeman until entering mili- 
tary service April 138, 1944. Sergeant Calhoun 
served his basic training at Camp Hood and Camp 
Howze, Texas, and became an administrative spe- 
cialist. He remained in this country with the 816th 
Tank Destroyer Bn., until he was sent to France 
in February, 1945. Overseas 14 months, he served 
throughout the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns with the Infantry and won the Combat In- 
fantryman Badge, European Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on 
April 20, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He and his wife, Jessie, have one child. 

13.—S/Set. R. H. Julian Dean Renfrow, son of 
Avery and Isa Renfrow of Route 1, North Little 
Rock, was born at Tishomingo, Oklahoma, June 22, 
1923. He moved with his family to Arkansas in 
1929. Sergeant Renfrow entered military service 
March 2, 1943, and completed his Engineer basic 
training at Camp White, Oregon. In December, 
19438, he was sent with his unit, the 300th Engineer 
Combat Bn., to the European theater. Overseas 23 
months he saw action in the Normandy, Ardennes, 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe 
campaigns, and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After six months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion, he was honorably discharged November 9, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
wife, Lona Mae, have one child. 

14.—Yeoman 3/c John Wiley Adams, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. Adams of North Little Rock, 
was born at Mayflower, Arkansas, July 5, 1920. 
He attended North Little Rock High School and was 
a pipefitter at the Missouri Pacific Railroad Shops 
until entering the Navy September 2, 1942. Upon 
the completion of his basic training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, he became a yeoman and was sent to the 
Admiralty Islands in the South Pacifie theater in 
October, 1944. Overseas 13 months, he was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. He was returned to the United States and 
was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, 
November 29, 1945. He and his wife, the former 
Anna Laura Phillips, are the parents of one child, 
15.—Yeoman 3/c Grover Eugene Adams is the son 
of John William and Lula Thorne Adams of North 
Little Rock. Born at North Little Rock October 12, 
1925, he was graduated from North Little Rock 
High School in May, 1943, and entered the Navy 
August 10, 1943. After completing his basic training 
at San Diego, California, he was given duty aboard 
the Navy ship ATR-36. Overseas 16 months, he saw 
duty in Pearl Harbor, the Marshall Islands, Guam, 


’ charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 















at Hoxie, Arkansas, April 30, 1916. 
cated at North Little Rock High Schoc i 
employed bv Meyer’s Bakery until entering t 
service on November 13, 1941. He completed h 
basic training at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, and 
became a Field Artillery field lineman. In October, 
1943, he was sent to the European theater and — 
remained in that area for two years. Corporal | 
Avance saw action in the Normandy, Northern ~ 
France, Central Europe, Rhineland and Ardennes 
campaigns and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He served five months with the Army of 
Occupation of Germany and was honorably dis- 


11, 1945. His wife is Verlie Mae Avance. 


17.—Seaman 1/c Ernest B. Avance is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Avance, Sr., of North Little 
Rock. Born at Hoxie, Arkansas on January 21, 
1924, he completed his education at North Little | 
Rock High School. Seaman Avance served his basic 
training period at San Diego, California, and in 
September, 1943, was sent to New Caledonia. He 
remained in the Pacific area for more than 11 
months. A veteran of almost three years of Naval 
service, he was honorably discharged March 30, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


18.—T/4 Ivan I. Avance, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
B. Avance, Sr., of North Little Rock, was born at 
Hoxie, Arkansas, September 20, 1920. Educated at 
North Little Rock High School, he was a locomotive 
fireman for the Missouri Pacific Railroad until 
entering military service June 12, 1943. Sergeant 
Avance received his basic training at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and became a locomotive engineer with 
the 712th Railway Operating Bn. In April, 1944, 
he was sent to England and later saw action in the 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe 
campaigns. Overseas 20 months, he is the holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars. He was honorably discharged December 14, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
wife, Ruth Laverne, have one child. 


19.—Gunner’s Mate 2/c Billy Paul Avance, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Avance was born at North 
Little Rock, November 28, 1926. He attended the 
North Little Rock schools and entered the Navy 
October 19, 1944. He received his boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, and specialized in the 
dangerous work of underwater demolition. After 10 
months in this country, he was sent to the Pacific 
theater in April, 1945, and saw action in the Borneo 
and Okinawa campaigns. Overseas seven months, 
he also ‘served in Japan and was then returned to 
the United States. Mate Avance will be discharged 
on November 27, 1947. He holds the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. 


20.—Set. James B. Avance, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James B. Avance of North Little Rock, was born 
at Carrier Mills, Illinois, March 1, 1918, and moved 
to Arkansas with his family that same year. He 
attended Gurdon High School and was a hospital 
attendant until entering the military service May 9, 
1941. In January, 1942, he was sent to Umnak 
Island in the Aleutian Islands after serving his 
Infantry basic training at Camp Roberts, California. 
Overseas 26 months, he served with Company F and 
the Headquarters Detachment of the 153rd Infantry 
and saw action in the Aleutian Islands campaign. 
Returning to the United States, he was assigned 
to Company D of the 149th Infantry Training Bn. 
at Camp Hood, Texas, and served there as a weapons 
instructor. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacifie Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, the American Defense 
Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Hood, Texas, October 
3, 1945. He and his wife, Cecilia, have one child. 
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1.—2nd Lt. William G. Fleming, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. G. H. Fleming, was born at North Little Rock, 
August 19, 1924. He attended North Little Rock 
High School and Ouachita College, Arkadelphia. 
Entering the Army Air Corps February 17, 1943, 
he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and by attending C.T.D. Flying Schools qualified 
for pilot. After serving two years in the United 
States, Lieutenant Fleming was sent to the Eu- 
ropean-African-Middle Eastern theater on April 5, 
1945, where he participated in the Po Valley cam- 
paign. After serving three months overseas he 
returned to the United States July 4, 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Seymour-Johnson Field, 
North Carolina, October 10, 1945. 


2.—Flight Officer Raymond C. Scott, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter W. Scott, was born February 10, 
1924, at Hickory Plains, Arkansas. He graduated 
from North Little Rock High School, working for 
the Arkansas Gazette while attending that school. 
Enlisting in the Army Air Corps October 26, 1942, 
he received flight training at Foster Field, Victoria, 
Texas; Clarksville, Mississippi; and San Antonio, 
Stamford, and Sherman, Texas, and qualified as pilot 
(two-engine) and instrument instructor (B-25) at 
Pampa, Texas. He also qualified as pistol marks- 
man and, after serving three years attached to 
2531st A.A.F. Bn., received an honorable discharge 
at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, October 
23, 1945. He lives in North Little Rock. 


3.—Sgt. John C. Andreae, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
F. Andreae, was born at Paragould, Arkansas, De- 
cember 3, 1923. He graduated from the North Little 
Rock High School before entering the Army Air 
Force September 29, 1942. Receiving basic training 
at Camp Crowder, Missouri, he attended Midland 
Army Radio School-Radar, Camp Murphy, Florida, 
and the Advanced Radar School at Boca Raton, 
Florida, qualifying as a radar repairman. After 
training in the states two years he was sent to Eng- 
land October 31, 1944, to participate in the Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central European campaigns. Ser- 
geant Andreae served over seven months overseas 
and received the American Theater, Victory, and 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbons 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, November 
20, 1945. 


4.—Shipfitter 2/c William T. Valentine, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alex D. Valentine, was born January 21, 
1907, at Cabot, Arkansas. He received his education 
at Peabody, West Side Junior High and Little Rock 
High Schools. Entering the Navy September 23, 
1942, he took boot training at New Orleans, Lou- 
isiana, before embarking December 18, 1942, for the 
South Atlantic area and Caribbean Sea _ service 
where he was on submarine patrol and convoy duty. 
After 27 months’ service, he received a Letter of 
Commendation from the Army Transport Service, 
and was honorably discharged at Chelsea Naval 
Hospital, Chelsea, Massachusetts, Februrary 19, 
1945. He and his wife, Margaret Ann, are the par- 
ents of one child. 


5.—Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate George Arthur 
Born, son of Louis and Mathilda Born, was born May 
30, 1912, at Frankfort, New York, moving to Ark- 
ansas in 1921. He received his education by attend- 
ing North Little Rock Grammar and High Schools. 
Enlisting in the Coast Guard June 17, 1942, he 
received boot training at Manhattan Beach, New 
York, and later attended Motor Machinist School at 
Groton, Connecticut. After serving almost two years 
with the Coast Guard, he landed in Poole, England, 
May 8, 1944, and participated in the invasion of 
Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944. As a member 
of a crew on a Coast Guard sub-chaser, he rescued 
survivors during the invasion and was wounded in 
action. Mate Brown was awarded the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one 


ore than 
overseas, he returned to i Uni 
honorably discharged at St. Louis 
1945. He lives in North Little Rock | 
Illa Faye. = 


j ae, 


6.—Radarman 3/c Emerson Lee Garner, son “on" 
Walter and Cora Garner of North Little Rock, was 
born at Dardanelle, Arkansas, May 16, 1921. He 


attended the North Little Rock Schools and was 
employed by the Cash Wholesale Company until 


entering the Coast Guard October 12, 1942. He 


received his boot training at Curtis Bay, Maryland, 
and attended the Radar School at New York City. 
In May, 1944, he sailed for North Africa as a mem- 
ber of the crew of the U.S.S. Sellstrom. At the end 
of the war in Europe, he was sent to Pearl Harbor 
and was later sationed at Ketchikan, Alaska. Over- 
seas 18 months, he won the European Theater Rib- 
bon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
March 4, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri. 


7.—Cpl. Kenneth L. Cullum, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 
Cullum, was born at North Little Rock, April 3, 
1924. He completed his education by attending 
North Little Rock Senior High School after which 
he was employed by the Aluminum Company of 
America, Berwin, Illinois, prior to induction. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps January 12, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, before 
attending the Armament Technical School at Denver, 
Colorado, where he qualified for armorer. After 
three years’ service, Corporal Cullum was honorably 
discharged at Ashburn General Hospital, McKinney, 
Texas, October 20, 1945. 


8.—S/Sgt. John H. Lemmer is the son of Mrs. 
Martha Lemmer of North Little Rock, where he was 
born March 6, 1923. He was educated at North Little 
Rock High School and the University of Arkansas 
and Ohio State University. Entering the military 
service May 8, 1943, he completed his basic Infantry 
training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and then attended 
the Army Specialized Training Program until he 
was transferred to the 102nd Infantry Division. In 
September, 1944, he arrived with his unit in the 
European theater and saw more than 17 months of 
foreign service. Sergeant Lemmer served as a platoon 
sergeant throughout the Rhineland and Central Eu- 
rope campaigns and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Combat In- 
fantryman Badge and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged February 25, 1946, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, after five months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany. 


9.—Capt. Thomas Moore Payne, son of Will Davi& 
Payne (deceased) and Emma Payne, was born June 
9, 1910, in North Little Rock. He received his edu- 
cation by attending North Little Rock public schools, 
Little Rock Junior College, Ouachita College and 
Southern Seminary, after which he was a school 
teacher and minister. Enlisting in the Army Air 
Force in August, 1942, he received basic training at 
Harvard University, Boston, Massachusetts, later 
attending Chaplain’s School at San Antonio, Texas. 
Captain Payne served for three years and five 
months with the Armed Forces and received an 
honorable discharge at Denver, Colorado, January 
17, 1946. He and his wife, Lucille, are the parents 
of one child. 


10.—Chief Yeoman Charles Edgar Keese, son of 
Alta Edna and Amiel Keese, was born January 31, 
1911, at North Little Rock. He received his edu- 
cation by attending North Little Rock High School 
and Capitol City Business College. Entering the 
Navy March 23, 1941, he attended Navy Stenographic 
School at Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying as chief yeo- 
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al Guard, he enlisted in the Field Artillery 
pe - 2, 1942, receiving basic training at Camp 
iber, Oklahoma, and qualifying as surveyor for 
positions. Attached to 932nd Field Artillery, 
Corporal Barron was sent to Oran, North Africa, 
where he landed September 2, 1943. He saw action 
in the battles for Rome and Cassino and sustained 

a wound near Montecatini, Italy, July 5, 1944. He 
was an expert rifleman and, among other deco- 
rations, received the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, and 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Kennedy General Hospital, 
Memphis, November 11, 1944, returning to North 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Geraldine. 
























12.—Storekeeper 1/c Galen Gossett, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Gossett, was born at Greenway, Arkansas, 
July 26, 1905. He received his education by attend- 
ing North Little Rock Grammar School and Hendrix 
Academy, Hendrix College, Conway, after which he 
was engaged in the merchandise business at Altus, 
Arkansas. Entering the Naval Construction Bn., 
March 24, 1943, he received boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, later attending Storekeepers 
School and qualifying as storekeeper i/c. After 
training for eight months, he departed from the 
United States February 22, 1944, for the Southwest 
Pacific. Returning to the United States March 19, 
1945, he received an honorable discharge at Mem- 
phis, October 22, 1945. He now lives at Ft. Smith 
with his wife, Eugenia, and their child. 


13.—Cpl. James Robert Gossett, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert E. Lee Gossett, was born at Grubbs, Arkan- 
sas, March 8, 1907. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock Grammar School and 
North Little Rock High School, after which he was 
employed as brakeman for the Missouri Pacific, 
Southern Pacific, and Rock Island Railroad Com- 
panies. A member of the National Guard since 
1923, he entered the Regular Army October 6, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, and 
Ft. Lewis, Washington. After serving over seven 
months attached to 321st Battalion, Co. C, he was 
honorably discharged at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
May 19, 1943. He now resides in North Little Rock 
with his wife, Clara, and their child. 


14.—Seaman 1/c Nolen W. Gossett, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Gossett, was born in Cleburne County, 
July 20, 1908. He received his education by at- 
tending Grubbs Grammar and High School after 
which he was employed in bauxite mines for seven 
years prior to entering the Armed Forces. Enlisting 
in the Navy March 1, 1944, he received boot training 
at Farragut, Idaho, and, after training for over 
three months, was sent to the South Pacific Theater. 
He participated in five battles and four campaigns, 
After serving over 1 
months overseas, Seaman Gossett returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at San 
Francisco, August 4, 1945. He returned to Sweet 
Home, where he lives with his wife, Alice. 


15.—Pfe. Lloyd Phelan Gossett, Jr., son of Lloyd PA 
and Elsie Louise Gossett, Sr., was born in North 
Little Rock, September 24, 1922. He concluded his 
education by attending North Little Rock Senior 
High School after which he was employed as a car 
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4, 1943, and after nine months 
to 504th Engineer Pontoon Co., was sent 
to India on September 14, 1943. He participated in 
the Central Burma and India campaigns and among 
other decorations was awarded two Bronze Stars. 
After serving more than 26 months overseas he 
returned to the United States April 20, 1944, and was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, De- 
cember 1, 1945. 


16.—Pfc. Harry A. Gontner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Miller of 2401 East Third Street, North Little 
Rock, was born February 2, 1923, at Perry, lowa. 
He moved to Arkansas in 1940. He attended public 
schools in Iowa and was employed with his father 
before entering the service, October 29, 1942, Army 
Air Corps. He received his basic training at Kelly 
Field, San Antonio, Texas. His wife is Alvina 
Gontner. No further details regarding the service 
record of Private Gontner were furnished. 


17.—Segt. Curtis A. Moore, son of Mrs. Lawrence 
C. Childers of North Little Rock, was born at Leola 
Arkansas, October 14, 1917. He attended North 
Little Rock High School and entered the Army Air 
Forces October 24, 1942. After completing his basic 
training at Foster Field, Victoria, Texas, he was 
sent to Photo School at Denver, Colorado. Sergeant 
Moore served at Gore Field, Great Falls, Montana, 
until he was sent to the European theater in April, 
1945. He was assigned to Orly Army Air Transport 
Command Base at Paris, France as base photog- 
rapher and was placed in charge of the Base Photo 
Section. Sergeant Moore has photographed every 
important air base in Europe, including bases in 
Spain, Portugal and Switzerland. Overseas 11 
months, he holds the Good Conduct Medal and the 
European Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, March 21, 
1946. His wife is the former Hilda Ramer. 


18.—S/Set. Eugene Victor Teeters, son of Isaac 
Newton and Sarah Alice Teeters, was born at Cherry 
Valley, Arkansas, June Die to Loea He received his 
education by attending Van Buren Grade, Junior 
High and Senior High Schools, afterwards being 
employed by Gateway Baking Company, Ft. Smith, 
and Western Union Telegraph Company at Dallas. 
Entering the Armed Forces August 13, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, where he 
served with military police until June, 1944, and in 
the Transportation Corps from June 1944 until date 
of discharge. He qualified as rifle sharpshooter, as 
expert with pistol and carbine, and as marksman 
with .30 caliber light machine gun. Serving over 
two years attached to M. P. Det. 454th M. P. Escort 
Guard Co., and 8438rd Railway Operating Bn., he 
departed from the United States September 19, 
1944, landing in Liverpool, England, October 1, 
1944. Sergeant Teeters served on the continent 
under Advanced Section Comm. Zone, Chanor Base 
Section, and 1st and 2nd Military Railway services 
through France, Belgium and Germany. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal September, 1943, 
second Good Conduct Medal September 1944, Eu- 
ropean-African-Middle-Eastern Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and 
World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the 
United States December 4, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 9, 1946, and 
returned to North Little Rock where he lives with his 


wife, Opal. 


19.—Seaman 2/c Harold Otis Green, son of Laura 
Rena and Dyton Leonard Green, was born October 
91, 1924, in Porum, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas 
December 6, 1929. He attended Riverside, Junior 
High, and North Little Rock Senior High Schools. 
Entering the Navy January 25, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California. Seaman 
Green departed for the South Pacific Theater of 
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Operations, and remained overseas for h S 
articipating in campaigns of Wake Island ert 
Tataiiies Marshall Islands, Marianas Islands, Caro- 
line Islands, Philippine Islands, and Okinawa. He 
spent two and a half months with the occupation 
forces and was awarded seven Battle Stars and 
four Campaign Bars. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 27, 1946, in Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in North Little Rock. 


20.—Cpl. Amos “DC” Green, son of Dyton Leonard 
and Laura Rena Green, was born December 15, 
1922, in McIntosh County, Oklahoma, moving to 
-irkansas in 1929. He received his education by 
attending Riverside Grammar School, and North 
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1.—S/Sgt. Jesse Louis Clements, son of Martha Ann 
Clements of Rose City, North Little Rock, was born 
at North Little Rock August 14, 1914. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and entered active 
service with the 206th Coast Artillery of the Arkan- 
sas National Guard on January 6, 1941. He re- 
ceived his basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was 
transferred to the Army Air Corps. Sergeant 
Clements attended Physical Training Instructor’s 
School at San Antonio, Texas, and specialized as a 
boxing instructor. A veteran of nearly five years 
of military service with the Army Air Force, he is 
the holder of the Good Conduct Medal, and _ the 
American Defense Service Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged October 6, 1945, at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama. He and his wife, Regina, have two chil- 
dren. 


2.—T/5 Howard D. McBurnett, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. McBurnett of Rose City, North Little Rock, 
was born at Redfield, Arkansas, March O22 
attended North Little Rock High School and was a 
mechanic until entering the Army Air Force on 
September 28, 1942. He served his basic training 
at Sioux City, Iowa, and in May, 1943, was sent to 
the 8th Air Force in England. Overseas 28 months, 
he saw action in the Central Europe campaign and 
was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, the Distinguished Unit Badge, Good 
Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged November 13, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is the former Majanet 
Smith. 


3.—Pfe. Troy Hubert Hallum, son of Mrs. Della 
Hallum of Conway, Arkansas, was born at Wooster, 
Arkansas, August 8, 1915. He attended the Conway 
schools and was a building worker until he entered 
military service August 25, 1941. Private Hallum 
served his basic training at Ft. Dix, New Jersey, and 
served in this country with Company B, 62nd Signal 
Battalion. In December 1942, he was sent to North 
Africa. A veteran of service with the Infantry and 
Signal Corps, he saw action in the Tunisian, Rome- 
Arno, Apennines; and Po Valley campaigns. Over- 
seas 34 months, he holds the European Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars. He was honorably 
discharged October 8, 1945. His wife is the former 
Alta McBurnett. 


4.—Pfe. Omer Woodrow Clampitt, son of Homer 
and Mavis Cannon Clampitt, was born September 6, 
1912, at Terre Haute, Indiana, moving to Arkansas 
March 1, 1925. He received his education by attend- 
ing Terre Haute Grade Schools, Little Rock Junior 
and Senior High Schools, and College of the Ozarks, 
Clarksville, Arkansas, after which he was employed 
by International Harvester Co., Little Rock, and as 
a welder, and studied law in Chicago. He entered 
the Marine Corps November 29, 1943, and received 
training at Camp Matthews, California. He de- 
parted from the United States in November 1944, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Private Clampitt 
was in the battle on Iwo Jima, receiving wounds 


[ 442 ] 


1943, and 
in May 1943. 













and 











in the United States, he 
New Caledonia and ga Re 
Ryukyus Islands. He also sper e 
the Army of Occupation. He was 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbc 
years and a half overseas. Corporal Gr n 
World War II Victory Ribbon. After serving 
honorably discharged at Great Lakes, Illinoi 
cember 12, 1945. 


41 


resulting in his death on March 2, 1945. He received 
Marksmanship and Bayonet Medals and was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon and one Bronze Star, Victory Ribbon, Marine 
Corps Citation, and American Campaign Ribbon. 
He is buried in the 5th Marine Division Cemetery, 
Iwo Jima, and is survived by his wife, Lorraine, 
two children, and his parents. 


5.—Coxswain Homer Denton Clampitt, son of Tilli- 
miller Denton and Homer Clampitt, was born No- 
vember 10, 1926, in North Little Rock. He attended 
North Little Rock Grade, Junior High, and Senior 
High Schools and Little Rock Junior College. Enter- 
ing the Naval Reserve November 9, 1944, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Radio Technicians’ School at Chicago, Illinois, and 
Gulfport, Mississippi, later being stationed at Camp 
Shoemaker, California. He served in the United 
States for nearly a year before departing September 
17, 1945, for Pearl Harbor. After being honorably 
discharged June 28, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in North Little Rock. 


6.—Segt. Walter Hugh Van P 
ise and Walter Irvin Van Pel 
in North Little Rock. He attended Riverside Grade 
School, Fourth Street Junior High, and North Little 
Rock Senior High School, afterwards being en- 
gaged as motorcycle mechanic in his father’s repair 
shop. Entering the Army November 8, 1943 he 
received basic training at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland, and attended Ordnance Depot School at 
Atlanta, Georgia, qualifying as mechanic. He was 
awarded Motorcycle Driver’s Medal and Marksman- 
ship Medal for rifle. After spending more than a 
year in the United States attached to Ordnance 
Departing, Sergeant Van Pelt departed December 
1, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and a half, serving 
with the Army of Occupation in Japan. He was 
awarded American Theater of Operations Campaign 
Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, 
and two Battle Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged in June 1946, he returned to his home in 
North Little Rock. 


elt, son of Kathryn Lou- 
t, was born July 16, 1925, 


7.—T/4 Robert W. McPherson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. W. McPherson, was born November 24, 1928, at 
North Little Rock. He received his education by 
attending North Little Rock and Jacksonville Public 
Schools. After completing school, he entered the 
Army Medical Corps April 17, 1942, and received 
basic training at Edgewood: Arsenal, Maryland, 
qualifying as chief clerk. After training in the 
United States 17 months, he was sent to Oran, 
North Africa, September 4, 1943, and saw sea duty 
in Naples-Foggia and Northern France campaigns, 
stationed on Army transport ship in 9222nd Tech- 
nical Service Unit. After over two years’ overseas 
service, he was awarded World War II Victory Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon, American Campaign, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbons. He received an honorable discharge 
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at Camp Beale, California, November 6, 1945, and _ 


returned to North Little Rock. 


8.—Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Luster James Mann, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James W. Mann, was born June 
28, 1916, at Vilonia, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Cabot High School, Cabot, Ark- 
ansas, and Naval Dental Technical School, Washing- 
ton, D. C., afterwards being employed as hospital 
attendant in Ft. Roots Veterans’ Hospital. He first 
entered the service in July 1934, was discharged 
June 1938, and reenlisted October 1942 at Little 
Rock in the Navy Medical Corps. He received boot 
training at Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia. After serving 10 months in the United States, 
he was sent to the Pacific area September 29, 19438, 
and participated in the Gilbert, Admiralty, and Mar- 
shall Island campaigns. For meritorious services, 
he was awarded Unit Commendation, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with two 
Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon with one Star, and 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, November 11, 1945. He and his wife, Nell, 
live in Levy, Arkansas, with their child. 


9.—Seaman 1/c Flora Katherine Davenport, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Lurico Henry Davenport, was 
born August 31, 1924, at North Little Rock. She 
completed her education by attending North Little 
Rock High School and with a course in Draughon’s 
Business College before her employment as a 
stenographer-clerk in the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
freight office. Enlisting in the Navy (WAVES) 
September 7, 1944, she received training at Hunter 
College, Bronx, New York, qualifying for Yeoman 
(Striker). After serving 13 months at Shoemaker 
and Oakland, California; Clearfield, Utah, and Cleve- 
land, Ohio, she was honorably discharged at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, October 30, 1945. Se is the wife 
of Don Rae Waters. 


10.—Pfe. Herman B. Shirley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Silas B. Shirley of Little Rock, was born at Paris, 
Arkansas, July 22, 1906. He attended Little Rock 
High School and was an auditor and accountant 
for the State of Arkansas and the War Department 
until entering the military service, December 13, 
1943. Private Shirley served his basic training at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, and then served as field 
auditor for the Chicago Ordnance District and as 
assistant post auditor at the Army and Navy Gen- 
eral Hospital at Hot Springs, Arkansas. Serving 
with both the Ordnance and the Finance Depart- 
ments, Private Shirley also saw duty as theater 
accountant at Camp Bowie, Texas. A veteran of two 
years of military service, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, September 5; 
1945. He and his wife, the former Opal Matthews, 
have three sons. 


11.—Sgt. Glover W. Stricklin, Jr., son of Mrs. Glover 
Stricklin, was born July 1, 1923, at North Little 
Rock. He received his education by attending Baring 
Cross Grade School and North Little Rock Junior 
and Senior High Schools. Entering the Army Air 
Corps July 15, 1942, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and by attending Cook’s and 
Baker’s School qualified for cook and mess sergeant. 
After serving two years attached to 59th Mess Sqdn., 
he departed for the South Pacific July 9, 1944, and 
Saw service at Sansipor, Boreno, in China, Luzon, 
and Northern and Southern Philippines. Sergeant 
Stricklin qualified as sharpshooter with the pistol 
and among other decorations, received Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 8, 1946, re- 
turning to North Little Rock where he lives with his 
wife, Martha Delores. 


12.—Aviation Chief Radio Technician Chris Mc- 
Carthy is the son of J. H. McCarthy of Little Rock 
where he was born March 17, 1907. Educated in the 
Little Rock schools, he was engaged in radio work 
until entering the Navy August 31, 1942. Chief 
McCarthy served his boot training at New Orleans, 
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nician and was sent 
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Pacific Theater Ribbon with ir 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with « ie Ba 
the Good Conduct Ribbon, and the Amer can Thea 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged Sept iS 
23, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is’ illian | 
McCarthy. 


13.—Pfe. Harry M. Whitehead, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. E. Whitehead, was born February 25, 1920, at 
England, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Scott Public School, after which he was 
engaged in farming and employed as a mechanic. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers April 13, 1944, he 
received basic training at North Camp Hood, Texas. 
He qualified as marksman with the carbine May 26, 
1944. After training for six months attached to 
1255 Engr. Bn., he departed October 22, 1944, for 
Europe, where he participated in the Rhineland, 
Ardennes, and Central European campaigns. For 
meritorious service Private Whitehead was awarded 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon and three Bronze Service Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was — 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, November 
9, 1945, and lives in North Little Rock with his 
wife, Nellie, and their three children. 
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14.—Seaman 1/e Elmon Dwight Earnhart, son of 
Eric Oscar Earnhart of Jacksonville, Arkansas, was 
born at Bromide, Oklahoma, November 19192 eee 
moved to Arkansas, with his family in 1922 and 
attended the Dermott schools. He was connected 
with the Boyle Realty Company until entering the 
Coast Guard July 1, 1942. He served his boot train- 
ing period at Government Island, California, and 
then served two years in this county with the Coast 
Guard. In May, 1944, he was sent to Saipan and 
took part in the battles for Saipan, Tinian, Leyte, 
Luzon and Okinawa during his 21 months overseas. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon and the Victory Rib- 
bon, he was honorably discharged at St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, December 6, 1945. His wife is Mrs. Jean 
Earnhart. 


15.—Sgt. Bill Warren Honnoll, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. R. Sexton, was born March 18, 1926, in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, moving to Little Rock in 1931. He 
attended Little Rock Grammar School and graduated 
from Little Rock Senior High School, where he was 
a member of the band. Entering the Signal Corps 
August 16, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and attended service schools at Camp Crowder and 
at Camp Beale, California. Attached to Signal T.R., 
Co. L, 800th Co., Sergeant Honnoll departed March 
12, 1945, for Luzon and the Philippines. Overseas 
for more than a year, he was a member of the 147th 
A.G.F. Medical Band. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Ribbon, Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Hon- 
noll is still in the service with the Army of Occupa- 
tion in Japan. His home is in North Little Rock. 


16.—S/Sgt. James G. Meredith, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. G. Meredith, Sr., was born October 2a O24 
in North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended North 
Little Rock schools, afterwards being employed by 
the Little Rock District Office of the VU. Si En- 
gineers. Entering the Army March 1, 1948, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, qualifying 
as stenographer, administrative assistan t, and 
marksman with M-1 rifle and carbine. After serving 
in the Reception Center at Camp Robinson and the 
Personnel Center at Camp Chaffee, he departed July 
8, 1944, for New Guinea, Admiralty Islands, Leyte, 
and the Philippine Islands. Overseas for six months, 
Sergeant Meredith participated in the invasion of 
Leyte with G-2 Section, Hq. 1st Cavalry Division, 
and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
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- wounded in action October 26, 1944, and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Expert Infantryman’s Medal, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, six Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
‘Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, European Theater 
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in service. His home is in North Little Rock. 















































18.—M/Set. Porter Miles Meredith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Guy Meredith, was born December 7, 
1914, in Liberal, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 
February 1922. He attended North Little Rock High 
School, afterwards being employed by List & Clark 
Construction Company and Sanders Brothers Con- 
struction Company. Entering the Air Corps Decem- 
ber 6, 1939, he received basic training at Hamilton 
Field, California, and attended Curtis-Wright School 
at Glendale, California, qualifying as sheet metal 
worker (aircraft), heat treating. He was awarded 
Machine Gunner’s Medal in November 1943, in Port- 
land, Oregon. After serving for more than three 
years in the United States, Sergeant Meredith de- 
parted February 14, 1943, for North Africa and 
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vice Plaque. After being honorably discharged Oc- 
tober 14, 1945, at Santa Ana, “ltr iio mba ae 
turned to North Little Rock, where he lives with his 

wife, Willeta. 


19.—Set. Samuel A. “Bill” McCutcheon, son of Mr 
T. J. McCutcheon, was born July 6, 1916, in North 
Little Rock. He attended North Little Rock Schools, 
afterwards being employed by the Rock Island Rail- 
road Company. Entering the 737th Railroad Oper- 
ation. Battalion March 27, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Plauche, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
qualifying as conductor and being awarded Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal. After serving for 11 months in 
the United States, Sergeant McCutcheon departed 
February 14, 1945, for the Philippine Islands and 
Wakayama, Japan. He remained overseas for nearly 
a year, participating in the Luzon campaign, and 
spent four months with the Army of Occupation. 
He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
one Bronze Service Star Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged January 24, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to North Little Rock, where 
he lives with his wife, Margaret Emily, and their 
two children. 


20.—Coxswain David Perry Wood, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Conley Columbus Wood, was born June 14, 
1921, at Judsonia, Arkansas. Graduating from North 
Little Rock High School, he attended Arkansas State 
Teachers College one year, after which he was 
employed as a clerk in grocery and hardware stores 
and as a substitute mail carrier. Enlisting in the 
Coast Guard June 26, 1942, he received boot training 
at Alameda, California, qualifying as coxswain. 
After serving three years, he received an honorable 
discharge at Long Beach, California, September 27, 
1945. He now resides in North Little Rock with his 
wife, Wanda. 


PLATE = 43 


1.—Seaman P. L. (Sonny) Davis, son of Mrs. Mae 
Diffie of North Little Rock, was born June 28, 1918, 
in Searcy, Arkansas. He received his education in 
North Little Rock schools. Seaman Davis entered 
the Navy June 17, 1941, and was sent to San Diego, 
California, for his boot training. No further details 
regarding the service record of Seaman Davis were 
furnished. 


2.—S/Segt. William Arthur Diffee, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. T. Diffee, was born February 28, 1909, In 
He attended North Little Rock 


pany in North 
Air. Force November 6, 1942, 
training at Blytheville Air Base and attended A.M. 
Schools at Gulfport, Mississippi, and Chanute Field, 
Illinois, qualifying as airplane mechanic and re- 
ceiving A.A.F. Technician’s Badge. 
Sergeant Diffee departed De- 
New Caledonia, and remained 
overseas for nearly two years. He participated in 
Northern Solomons, Bismarck 
Southern Philip- 
pines, and Western Pacific and was awarded Good 
Conduct Medal, American Service Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Bac rit 
one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon with Star. After being honorably 
discharged October 30, 1945, 
Arkansas, he returned to North Little Rock, where 
he lives with his wife, Edna Mae, and their son. 


3.—1st Lt. Chester L. Dillahunty, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chester L. Dillahunty, Sr., was born June 
Arkansas. He at- 
School and Little 
Entering the Air Corps July 
16, 1941, he received basic training at Hammer 
Field, Fresno, California, and attended Radio School 
at Scott Field, Illinois, and Pilot Training Schools, 
qualifying as pilot. After 
States with Air Service Command and Air Transport 
Command, Lieutenant Dillahunty 
21, 1944, for the China-Burma-India at 
Operations. Overseas for 11 months, he participated 
in the campaigns of China, India, and Central Burma 
and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal, and Bronze Cluster. Lieutenant Dilla- 
hunty was honorably discharged and lives with his 


wife, Ruth. 


4.—S/Set. Chester A. Phillips, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sit ic Phillips, was born December 2, 1921. He 
graduated from North Little Rock High School and 
entered the Infantry October 6, 1942, to receive 
basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon. After train- 
ing in the United States one year, he was sent to 
Europe, November 11, 1943, with the 69th Infantry 
Division and participated in Naples-Fogg1a, Rome- 
Arno and North Apennines campaigns. Sergeant 
Phillips received, among other awards, the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge. After_serving over two years 
overseas he returned to the United States November 
96, 1945, to receive an honorable discharge at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, December 1, 1945. 
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orge Wortham, son of Mrs. Jessie E. 
vas born June 25, 1916, at North Little 
_ received his education by attending 
School, Fourth Street Junior High, and 
L ttle Rock High School, after which he was 
yyed by Dobbins Grocery Co. and Bush-Caldwell 
Sompany prior to entering the Air Corps March 1, 
1943. He received basic training at Miami_Beach, 
Florida, later attending Armament School, Buckley 
Field, Colorado; Armament School, Lowry Field, 
Colorado, and Gunnery School, Tyndall Field, Florida, 
where he qualified for armorer-gunner and clerk- 
typist. After training in the United States he de- 
parted February 2, 1944, for England, participating 
in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, and 
air offensive over Europe. Sergeant Wortham re- 
ceived AAF Air Crew Member Badge (Wings), 
European-A frican-Middle Eastern Theater and Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbons with three Bronze Stars, 
Air Medal with three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, and 





He and his 





‘Distinguished Flying Cross. Returning to the United 


States August 22, 1944, he was honorably discharged 
at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, October 10, 1945. 
He lives in North Little Rock. 


7.—Sgt. Charles M. Edgin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles B. Edgin, was born December 5, 1910, at 
Benton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Benton Public Schools, after which he was 
employed as salesclerk. Entering the Army (125th 
Ordnance Base Auto Maintenance Battalion) May 
15, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, where he qualified for supply clerk. After 
over four months’ training, he was sent to Europe 
September 21, 1942, and participated in the Rome- 
Arno campaign. Sergeant Edgin was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, European-A frican-Middle FEast- 
ern Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. He received an 
honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, November 
26, 1945, and returned to North Little Rock where 
he lives with his wife, Lula Mae. 


of Mrs. Anna Hall of Route 
was born at Shreveport, Louisiana, 
He attended Little Rock High School 
a clerk at the Jacksonville 
to entering the military ser- 
vice May 8, 1942. Corporal Hall served his basic 
at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and was 
assigned to the Medical Corps. He attended the 
Clerk’s School at Camp Barkeley and in October, 
He served throughout 
Ardennes, Rhine- 
campaigns with his unit, 
the Medical Battalion of the famous 2nd Infantry 
Division. Overseas more he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon _and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Swift, Texas, October 1, 1945. His wife is 
Edna L. Hall. 


9—Ist/Sgt. Howard Eugene : 
Mrs. H. A. Kirk, was born at Kansas City, Kansas, 
September 20, 1920, moving to Arkansas 1n 1930. He 
received his education by attending Woodrow Wil- 
son School and North Little Rock High 
Field Artillery June 4, 1940, 
Ord, California, 
by attending School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
qualified for fire control and instrument operator, 


Kirk, son of Mr. and 


sharged February 14, | 


and ° 






10.—S/Set. Ollie B. Guffey, son of Mr. and M 

Ray O. Guffey, was born at Little Rock, ogists, 
1925. He received his education by attending North 
Little Rock High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as salesman. Entering the Field Artillery 
on November 8, 19438, he received basic training at 
Ft. Sill and qualified for Quartermaster supply 
technician. After training in the United States for 
almost eight months, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater where he served in the Bismarck 
Archipelago, New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and 
Luzon campaigns. Sergeant Guffey received carbine 
Marksmanship Medal and was awarded the World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific ‘Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. 
Returning to the United States January 4, 1946, 
he received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaf- 
fee, January 11, 1946, returning to North Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Elizabeth Anne. 


11.—Sgt. Edward Odell Williams, son of Luella 
Wilson and Jewel C. Williams, was born August 22, 
1915, in Hazen, Arkansas. He attended Rose City 
Grammar School and North Little Rock High School, 
afterwards being employed at Jacksonville Ordnance 
Plant. Entering the 104th Engineer Combat Bn., 
May 3, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington, and served in the United States for 
more than a year before departing August 1, 1948, 
for the Pacific area. Overseas for seven months, 
he participated in the Aleutian, Marshall Islands, 
and Philippine campaigns and was awarded Soldier’s 
Medal, Good Conduct Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, and 
one Bronze Arrowhead. Sergeant Williams died 
March 5, 1945, on Leyte Island as the result of 
injuries received when his rifle was accidentally 
discharged while he was on duty. He was given a 
Christian military funeral on March 6, 1945, and 
buried in the cemetery at Abuyog, Leyte, Philippine 
Islands. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
North Little Rock. 


Williams is the son 
North Little Rock. 
May 12, 1918, he 


12.—Seaman 1/c James Clifton 
of Mrs. Elsie Bell Williams of 
Born at North Little Rock on 
attended the North Little Rock Public Schools and 
was employed as a brakeman by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad until entering the Navy April 10, 1944. 
Seaman Williams completed his basic training at 
San Diego, California, and was sent to the Pacific 
theater in June, 1944. He took part in the fighting 
for the Palau Islands, Leyte, Luzon, Iwo Jima, and 
Okinawa during his 16 months overseas. He was 
returned to the United States and was honorably 
discharged October 21, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He and his wife, Mary Ann, have three children. 


13.—Cpl. Lawrence A. Williams, Jr., is the son of 
Mrs. Elsie Bell Williams of North Little Rock. Born 
at North Little Rock July 2, 1924, he completed his 
education at North Little Rock High School and 
entered the Army Air Forces March 8, 1943. Corporal 
Williams received his basic training at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, and then attended Truck Driver 
and Mechanic’s School. In November, 1943, he was 
sent to the Pacific theater with his unit, the 100th 
Depot Supply Sqdn. Overseas 26 months, he saw 
action in the Western Pacific campaign and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, the Good Conduct Medal, and the 
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Victory Ribbon. He was honoral 
ary 5, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Ar nsa 

} yd 
14.—Radioman 3/c William Loren H 
Ruth and Loren Herod, was born July 27, 1925, in 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
Grade Schools and North Little Rock Junior High 
School, graduating from North Little Rock Senior 
High School. Entering the Naval Air Corps June 
1, 1943, he received basic training at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, qualifying in radio. He is still in service, 
stationed at Moffett Field, California. His home 
is in North Little Rock, Arkansas. 


15.—Radioman 1/c Garland Sanford Stover is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Stover of North Little 
Rock. Born at North Little Rock August 19, 1925, 
he attended North Little Rock High School before 
entering the Navy August 2, 1943. Radioman Stover 
served his basic training period at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and then attended Radio School at Boulder, 
Colorado. He served one year in this country and 
was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in August, 1944, 
After more than 17 months overseas, he was re- 
turned to the United States and was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, April 6, 1946. 


16.—M/Sgt. Robbie Wynn Barham, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robbie Wynn Barham, Sr., was born at 
Wichita, Kansas, February 23, 1919, moving to Ark- 
ansas in November, 1919. He completed his edu- 
cation at the North Little Rock High School, after 
which he was employed as radio technician for 
Sears Roebuck and Co. He enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps, July 11, 1940, and received his basic 
training at Post Field, Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. There 
he qualified as a communication chief, After serving 
26 months in the United States with the 154th Ob- 
servation Sqdn., he was sent to European Theater 
of Operations, September 24, 1942. He participated 
in the Algeria-Morocco, Tunisia, Southern France, 
air offensive over Europe, anti-submarine, Rome- 
Arno, Rhineland, Northern Apennines, Po Valley, 
air combat over the Balkans and Northern France 
campaigns. Barham qualified for rifle and pistol 
marksmanship medals and for service was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished Unit Cita- 
tion Badge, European-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bon with two Silver Stars, American Defense Ser- 
vice Ribbon and American Service Ribbon with 
Bronze Service Star. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 21, 1945. 
His wife is Roxie McInturff Barham. 


17.—Machinist 1/e Andrew Lee Gwatney, son of 
Mrs. D. W. Kenner of Conway, Arkansas, was born 
February 15, 1911, in Conway. He received his 
education in the McRae Public Schools and was 
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18.—Machinist Mate 
son of Mr. and Mrs. S. ( r 
North Little Rock, was born it 
December 11, 1911. He attended the 
Rock schools and was a retail grocer 
fireman for the Missouri Pacific Rail: 
entered the Navy on December 11, 1943, and 
sent to San Diego, California, for his basic trai 
In July, 1944, he was sent to the Southwest Pacific. 
theater as a member of the crew of the U.Saee 
Capricornus. Overseas more than 16 months, he 
saw action in the Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, San An- 
tonio and Okinawa campaigns. Returning to the 
United States in December, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Millington, Tennessee, January 22, 
1946. He and his wife, Georgia, have one child. 















19.—Seaman 1/e William B. Haynie, Jr., is the son 
of William B. Haynie, Sr., of North Little Rock, 
where he was born August 10, 1925. He was edu- 
cated at North Little Rock High School before he. 
entered the Coast Guard July 23, 1943. He served 
his basic training at Alameda, California, and Goy- 
ernment Island, California, and specialized in vehicu- 
lar transportation. In December, 1943, he was as- 
signed to the 14th Naval District at Ketchikan, 
Alaska, and was later sent to Adak Island on de- 
tached duty. He remained in the Alaskan and Aleu- 
tian theaters for 22 months and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the American 
Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
San Francisco, California, April 13, 1946. 


20.—S/Sgt. Perry Gene Dent, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. P. Dent of North Little Rock, was born at Im- 
boden, Arkansas, December 29, 1925. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps Reserve on October 9, 1943. He 
was called to active duty January 24, 1944, and was 
sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for his basic training. 
Sergeant Dent became a classification specialist and 
served in this country with the 1564th Air Force 
Base Unit until he was sent to Kwajalein in the 
Marshall Islands in March, 1945. Overseas one 
year, he also saw service with the Army of Occu- 
pation at Atsugi Airstrip, Tokyo, Japan. Sergeant 
Dent was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, March 23, 1946, and reenlisted. He is the 
holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the 
Good Conduct Medal. His wise is Sue D. Dent. 








ARDIS F. BOWEN 


Seaman 1/c Thomas Holmes Aston, son of John M. and Lula Aston, was 
born July 4, 1909, at Houlea, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1934. 
He received his education by attending Forrest City H 
served three years in the Navy, from 1927 to 1930, receiving an honorable 
discharge and afterwards being engaged 
Alcoa guard. Enlisting for the second time April 3, 1944, he received boot 
training at Naval Training Station at San Diego, specializing Welfare 
Division. After serving over 
discharged at Memphis, January 7, 1946. He and his wife, Evelyn, live 
in Benton with their children. 





RAYMOND F. PELTON 
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Maj. Ardis F. Bowen, son of Bertha and Clyde Bowen, of Con- 
way, Arkansas, was born May 29, 1910, in Nance, Arkansas. He 
attended Bauxite High School and Draughon’s School of Business, 
afterwards being employed by the Corps of Engineers, U. 4s. 
Army, Little Rock. Entering the Ordnance Department Novem- 
ber 4, 1942, he received basic training at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, and attended Ordnance School, qualifying in 
maintenance of wheeled vehicles and as sharpshooter with car- 
bine, rifle, sub-machine gun, and pistol. After serving nearly two 
years in the United States with the 3538th Ordnance Medium 
‘Automotive Maintenance Company, he departed September 20, 
1944, for New Guinea, the Philippine Islands, and Japan. Over- 
seas for a year and seven months, Major Bowen participated in 
the New Guinea campaign and spent six months with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. Last information we 
received was that Major Bowen was hospitalized at Regional 
Hospital, Camp Robinson, Arkansas. His wife, Faye, and their 
child live in Benton, Arkansas. 
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22 months in San Diego he was honorably 





THOMAS H. ASTON 


i c Raymond Franklin Pelton, son of Mrs. Mary Scott Pelton, 
seer wanton Arkansas, October 27, 1911. He petened Lie ou 
tion by attending Bryant and Benton Public Schools, after mnien vin a6 
employed as millwright at the Alcoa Plant at Bauxite, sinter i As 
the Navy May 16, 1944, he received boot training at Camp El iot ali- 
fornia, and served one month at Pearl Harbor. Fireman Pelton . as ces 
ably discharged at Great Lakes, Illinois, December 22. 1944. He and hi 
wife, Doris, live in Benton with their children. 
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Chief Petty Officer Herman Auther Harrison, son of William and Lena 
Bell Harrison, of Route 2, Benton, Arkansas, was born in Saline County 
January 23, 1920. He was educated in Saline County schools and in Ken- 
tucky, before enlisting in the Regular Navy August 7, 1940. Chief Har- 
rison served his basic training at San Diego, California, and later attended 
Specialists Schools in the Naval Air Corps. He has seen service in China 
and Hawaii and served two years in the Pacific with the Naval Air Corps. 
Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
the American Defense Service Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon, 
his enlistment in the Regular Navy will expire August 5, 1946. He and 
his wife, Helen Lucile, have one child. 









HERMAN A. HARRISON 


T/4 H. M. Dewell Ivy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Ivy, was born March 
9, 1919, at Saline, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Bryant Public Schools. Enlisting in the Corps of Engineers December 3, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Howze, Texas. After training in 
the United States he was sent to the European theater, attached to 309th 
Engineer Regt., and participated in the campaigns of Rhineland and 
Central Europe. He qualified for rifle Sharpshooter’s Medal January 28, 
1944, and for .50 caliber machine gun March 18, 1943, and was awarded 
three Bronze Service Stars and the Good Conduct Medal for meritorious 
service overseas. After serving four months with the Army of Occupation 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, December 6, 1945. 
He and his wife, Crecia, live in Benton with their child. 








a 





H. M. DEWELL IVY 


Machinist’s Mate 1/c James Cleveland Freeman, son of Mrs. W. A. Harper 
and R. W. Freeman, was born June 4, 1920, in Benton, Arkansas. He 
attended Benton Grammar School, afterwards being employed as bulldozer 
operator for McGeorge Construction Company. Entering the Navy Seabees 
October 29, 1942, he received boot training at Camp Endicott, Rhode 
Island. Mate Freeman departed August 21, 1943, for the Aleutian Islands 
and remained overseas for 10 months. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon and American Theater Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged November 24, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee, he returned to 
Benton, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Elizabeth. 





JAMES C. FREEMAN 


Pfc. James O. Robinson, son of Mary Elizabeth and W. C. Lovell, was born 
August 6, 1920. He received his education by attending Benton, Arkansas, 
Public Schools, after which he enlisted in the Artillery December 12, 1941. 
He received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying for 
truck driver. Attached to Battery C, 127th Field Artillery, he departed 
for England May 12, 1944, and participated in the battles of St. Lo- 
Mortain,, Bastogne, Ruhr Valley, and Central Europe. He received the 
Marksmanship Medal and, after serving three months with the Army 
of Occupation, returned to the United States September 10, 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, September 16, 1945. He lives 
in Benton, Arkansas. 





JAMES 0. ROBINSON 
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Machinist’s Mate 1/e Viven H. Williams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. V. H. 
Williams, Sr., of Stuttgart, was born at Benton, Arkansas, September 27, 
1920. After completing his education in the Los Angeles County Schools, 
Glendale, California, and in the Benton schools, he was employed as an 
earth-moving equipment operator. He entered the Navy Seabees Niventer 
3, 1942. He received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and continued as 
an earth-moving equipment operator. He was sent to the Admiralty 
Islands-and New Hebrides with his unit, the 44th Seabee Battalion. After 
two years, he returned to the United States and went overseas a second 
time, to the Marshall and Caroline Islands and Okinawa. Overseas a total 
of 28 months, he is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star and the Navy Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
ice November 2, 1945, at Memphis. His wife is Larea Sherwood 
illiams. 





VIVEN H. WILLIAMS, JR. 


Capt. Frank G. Robertson, son of Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Robertson of Benton, 
Arkansas, was born December 20, 1915, in Atlanta, Georgia, moving to 
Arkansas six months later. He attended University of Arkansas for four 
years and University of Arkansas Medical School for four years. Entering 
the Medical Corps January 29, 1944, Captain Robertson received basic 
training at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. He served in the United 
States for nine months before departing December 21, 1944, for Alaska, 
where he is still in service. His wife, Jessie, and their child live in Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. 





FRANK G. ROBERTSON 


Machinist’s Mate 2/c Dan Gilbert Yates, son of Mrs. Elise Orene Yates, 
was born January 30, 1920, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Benton 
High School, afterwards being employed by the Arkansas Highway De- 
partment and by the John D. Little Company as sawmill worker. Entering 
the Navy (Seabees) December 8, 1942, he received boot training at ( amp 
Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying as sharpshooter. Departing i 
March 1943, for Newfoundland and November 21, 1944, for Pear! Harbor 
and Taboboa in the Philippines, Mate Yates served overseas for two years. 
He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon and was honorably discharged November 12, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. He returned to Benton, where he lives with his wife, Ima Dee, 


and their children. 





DAN G. YATES 


e ilkin Snodgrass, son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Snodgrass of 
COS Tcniaas, was een August 4, 1925, at Hot Springs, rere 
He attended the Fountain Lake and Benton schools and was eneee es in 
factory work until entering the Army May 7, 1943. Corporal Snoc gr ae 
received his basic training at Camp Polk, Louisiana, and became a er 
operator and driver. Arriving in the South Pacific theater B June, ae my 
he served in the Southern Philippines and Ryukyus Islands ee 
during his 20 months of overseas duty. He holds the MEO 2s ee 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacl ie ive 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, Philippine Z idee 
with two Stars and the Expert’s Medal for the carbine. He was honorabl! 
discharged January 26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





[LOYD SNODGRASS 


[ 451 | 








WILLIAM E. DOWNS 


S/Sgt. Allen Benson Miller, son of Charley and Eva Miller, was born at 
Cortez, Colorado, moving to Arkansas in 1928. He received his education 
by attending Tull Grade School at Tull, Arkansas, afterwards being 
engaged as farmer, log cutter, truck driver, and miner. Entering the 
Army Air Corps October 27, 1942, he received basic training at Moore 
Field, Texas, later attending Engine and Airplane Mechanics School, 
Factory School, Gunnery School, and C-47 School. He was sent to the 
European theater on April 25, 1944, where he participated in air offensive 
over Europe, Northern France, and Normandy campaigns. Sergeant Miller 
received, for meritorious service, the Distinguished Flying Cross, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and three Bronze Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal, Air Medal, 
an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, September 14, 1945. He and 
his wife, Ema Jean, live in Benton with their children. 





PHILIP H. WRIGHT 


Pfc. Ross LeRoy Gentry, son of Fate and Ann Gentry, was born at Benton, 
Arkansas, June 7, 1923. He reecived his education by attending Benton 
Public Schools. Entering the Infantry April 12, 1944, and later trans- 
ferring to Army Air Force, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
where he specialized as rifleman. After training in the United States, he 
was sent to Europe September 20, 1944, and participated in Rhineland, 
Central Europe, and Germany campaigns, being wounded in action De- 
cember 7, 1944, in Germany. Private Gentry was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon 
with three Bronze Stars, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He also 
received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and Expert Marksmanship 
Medal. He and his wife, Ruby Lee, live in Benton with their child. 
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«tended Bauxite Public School, after which he was employed as a diesel- 


_ Mechanic’s School. He received Expert Rifleman’s Badge and qualified 









‘Pfc. William E. Downs, son of Hatty and Tommie Downs, was born August 
-11, 1915, in Kosciusko, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1916. He at- 







dinky operator. Entering the Army April 4, 1944, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Ordnance Automotive | 


in the use of rifle, carbine, pistol, machine gun, and other basic infantry — 
weapons. Departing from the United States September 15, 1944, for 
Europe, Private Downs remained overseas for eight months and par- 
ticipated in campaigns in Germany, Belgium, and Holland, with the 413th 
Infantry Regiment. He contracted an illness and was wounded in action, 
being awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, two Bronze 
Service Stars, and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged July 25, 1945, at Borden General Hos- 
pital, Chickasha, Oklahoma, he returned to his home in Benton, Arkansas, ~ 
where he lives with his wife, Polly, and their children. 


and three Oak Leaf Clusters. He received 





ALLEN B. MILLER 


Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Philip Harris Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dock B. Wright, was born October 20, 1917, at Benton, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Bryant and Benton Public Schools, 
after which he was employed in furniture upholstering and carpenter 
work. Entering the Navy January 20, 1944, he received boot training at 
Farragut, Idaho, and later attended Gulfport, Mississippi, Diesel School. 
He spent over 16 months in the Pacific area and was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, January 4, 1946. He and his wife, Maxine, live in Benton 
with their children. 





ROSS L. GENTRY 
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Watertender 1/c Leonard D. Hines, son of Mrs. Anna Deleo, was born 
May 9, 1921, in Clarendon, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1923. He at- 
tended Humphrey High School, afterwards being engaged as a butcher. 
Entering the Navy October 9, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Machinists’ School, qualifying as watertender. 
He departed May 13, 1943, for Tokyo, for a year and a half of overseas 
duty and _was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with seven Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, 
Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 12, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee, he returned to Benton, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Lela Belle, and their children. 


LEONARD D. HINES - 


Chief Boatswain’s Mate James Kelley Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Allen, 
was born January 16, 1916, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Kentucky 
Grammar School and Benton High School. Entering the Navy (Seabees) 
' November 11, 1942, he received boot training at Camp Bradford, Virginia, 
and attended Machine Gun and Chemical Warfare Schools, qualifying as 
heavy equipment operator. Attached to the 47th Naval Construction Bn., 
| Mate Allen departed April 23, 1943, for Guadalcanal, and during his more 
than two years overseas participated in campaigns at Segi Point, Biroko 
Harbor, and Munda Point. He was honorably discharged October 6, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to Benton, where he lives with his 
wife, Ruth, and their children. 





JAMES K. ALLEN 


Gunner’s Mate 2/c Waymond Floyd Pannell, son of Mrs. Vacie Elizabeth 
Jensen, was born August 1, 1916, at Pyland, Mississippi, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1935. He received his education by attending high schools at Wren 
and Okolona, Mississippi, after which he was employed as salesman. 
Entering the Navy November 17, 1942, he received training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and Hoffman Island, New York, qualifying for gunner, 
machine and bag guns. After serving about five months in the United 
States, he served 18 months aboard the UL Ser New York in the Atlantic 
as instructor in gunnery. Transferred to the Pacific 
1944, he departed from the United States April 12, 1945, for Okinawa, 
and participated in the battle of Okinawa and in numerous air and sub- 
marine attacks in both the Atlantic and Pacific theaters. Mate Pannell 
qualified for expert marksman and received the Bronze Star, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon and European Theater of Operations Ribbon. He os 
honorably discharged at Middleton, Tennessee, October 22, ae He anc 
his wife, Willie Evelyn, live in Benton, Arkansas, with their daughter. 





WAYMOND F. PANNELL 


of Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Lump- 


kins, was born October 15, 1921. He received his education by attending 
Hensley Grammar School and Little Rock Public Schools, after se ct 
was employed as lathe operator. Entering the Coast Guard Reserve uly 
2, 1942, he received boot trainin 
i, 92 months with the Coast Guard Reserve, he dep 
States June 26, 1944, for the Philippine pee an 

_ Seaman Lumpkins was awarded the ¢ uct M 
Bee tic Ribbon with one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation Eas 
with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, and World W ar a ic : y 
Ribbon with one Star. He was honorably discharged at St. Louis N Cee er 
24, 1945. He and his wife, Helen Margaret, live in Benton with their son. 


Seaman 1/c James Garland Lumpkins, son 





JAMES G. LUMPKINS 
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Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c James Marion Lovell, son of Lula and Marion 
Alfred Lovell, was born August 11, 1923, in Benton, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Benton Junior High School. Entering the Navy July 23, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Hospital 
Corps School. He departed February 20, 1948, for New Zealand, and 
remained overseas nearly two years, participating in the battle of Guam. 
Mate Lovell was honorably discharged January 6, 1946, at Nashville, 
Tennessee, and returned to Benton, where he lives with his wife, Reba. 





JAMES MARION LOVELL 


Pfc. Edmond C. Edwards, son of James William and Jane Edwards of 
Benton, Arkansas, was born in Saline County January 26, 1912. He entered 
military service February 10, 1944, and was assigned to the Field Artillery. 
Assigned to the 16th Armored Field Artillery Bn., he completed his basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and was sent to the European Theater of 
Operations. Overseas three months he won the European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to 
the United States and released from military service after 15 months of 
service. His wife is Sallie Edwards. 





EDMOND C. EDWARDS 


Seaman 1/c Lloyd Morgan Ulmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester C. Ulmer, 
was born February 8, 1917, at Benton, Arkansas. After receiving his 
education by attending Bryant High School, he was employed by Republic 
Mining and Manufacturing Co., Bauxite, Arkansas. Entering the Navy 
March 21, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, specializing in 
amphibious operations. After serving eight months in the United States, 
he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he participated in the 
invasion of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He received, among other decorations, 
two Battle Stars and was honorably discharged at Memphis, October 22, 
1945. He and his wife, Faydelle, live in Benton with their children. 





LLOYD M. ULMER 


2nd Lt. Frank D. Caple, son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Caple, was born at 
Sherrill, Arkansas, November 18, 1920. He received his education by 
attending Benton High School, Henderson State Teachers’ College, and 
Draughon’s Business College, after which he was employed as funeral 
attendant. Entering the Army Air Force August 5, 1942, he received his 
training at Texas and Oklahoma training centers and was commissioned 
pilot January 7, 1944. After training in the United States he was sent to 
Europe May 28, 1944, landing in England June 2, 1944. Lieutenant Caple 
participated in the Normandy invasion and was shot down over France 
and captured June 10, 1944. He was interned at Stalig Luft III, Sagan, 
Germany, and Stalag VII-A, Mooseberg, Germany, and was liberated by 
General Patton’s 3rd Army April 29, 1945. Among other decorations, he 
received the European Theater of Operations Ribbon and one Bronze Battle 
Star. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 13, 1945, Arig Md 
and lives in Benton with his wife, Sylvia. iota a 




















WILLIS F. CALHOON 


T/5 John H. Kidd, son of Erice and John Kidd, was born Jul i 
Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Bauxite High School, sea aeiatherty 
employed by Republic Mining and Manufacturing Company. Entering the 
Army Engineers August 23, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, and attended Service School at Columbus Engineer 
Depot, Columbus, Ohio, qualifying as crane operator. Attached to the 
758th Engineer Parts Supply Co., he departed March 21, 1944, for Casa- 
blanca, North Africa, and participated in the Rhineland campaign. He 
also served with the Army of Occupation and was honorably discharged 
March 31, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


RALPH H. YOUNG 


T/5 Paul Charles Walker, son of Mr. and . 
born July 21, 1923, at Little Rock. Graduating from Be 


he attended College of the O 
s pre-medical student prior to en 


and a half years a 


Medical Corps April 7, 1943. H 
ding Surgical Tech. School, 


ted from the United States July 


Texas, and by atten 
technician. He depar 
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ded Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-P 
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Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon w} wo Bri 

War II Victory Ribbon. Returning ited States January 7, 1946, 
he was honorably discharged at Cam 
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payee te eee Calhoon, son of James Robert and Lavinia Bodine 
ae sae born July 8, 1922, in Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1937 
Public ay cata plas Pe ela aead eon Ben ae and Little Rock 
Army Air Corps November 7 MOS he eeccived! a si tect Ke L 
. . : : . ? : 1¢ P 
pee MASS OD. and later by attending Delgado ena Sahel av Panle 
ne AhOE Car Co. School qualified for airplane and engine mechanic 
i ached to 72nd Liaison Squadron, he landed in Oran, North Africa, 
Ene oe 1944, and participated in Rome-Arno, Rhineland, Central Europe, 
af OMnSED France campaigns. Sergeant Calhoon received carbine 
3 arps ooter’s Medal January 7, 1944, the Good Conduct Medal, European- 
frican-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars and 
Pe tacts ge stecae Soe received an honorable discharge at 
amp , September 10, 5, a i i 7 
his wife, Helen Maxine, and their eae ives ae 





JOHN H. KIDD 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Ralph Huston Young, son of W. D. and Bell Zora 
Young of Bauxite, Arkansas, was born in Saline County, December 10, 
1906. He attended the Benton Schools and was engaged in construction 
work until entering the Navy Seabees on October 18, 1943. He trained at 
Camp Peary, Virginia, and was later sent to Cable Splicing and Stevedore 
School. After four months in this country, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater with his unit, the 28th Special Construction Battalion. 
Mate Young served 20 months overseas and was severely injured. He was 


returned to the United States and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged January 
28, 1945, at San Pedro, California. He and his wife, Mae Mattie, have one 


child. 
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Pvt. James D. Homan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Homan, was born 
May 26, 1912, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Benton High School, 
afterwards being employed as a production manager. Entering the Army 
April 4, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, qualifying as 
message center clerk and sharpshooter with M-1 rifle. Private Homan 
served for seven months in the United States and was honorably dis- 
charged October 20, 1944, at Station Hospital, Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 
He lives in Benton, Arkansas, with his wife, Marinda Jo, and their three 
children. 






e a . | 


JAMES D. HOMAN 





Lt. (j. g.) George A. Rummel, Jr., son of George A. Rummel, Sr., and the 
late Jewel Rummel, was born November 4, 1921, in Kingsland, Arkansas. 
He attended Kingsland High School, Arkansas A. & M. College, and the 
University of Arkansas. Enlisting in the Naval Reserve June 20, 1943, 
he attended Columbia University, New York, specializing in communica- 
tions. He served for a year in the United States and for 23 months over- 
seas and participated in campaigns of the Marshall Islands, Marianas 
Islands, Iwo Jima, and Philippine Islands. After being honorably : dis- 
charged May 5, 1946, he returned to his home in Fordyce, Arkansas. 





GEORGE A. RUMMEL, JR. 


Seaman 2/c George Fox Stuckey, son of Mrs. Emma Stuckey Hawkins, 
was born January 8, 1907, in Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Bauxite 
Grade School, afterwards being employed as carpenter and brickmason. 
Entering the Navy March 1, 1944, he served for a year in the United 
' States and was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, May 12, 1945, for overseas 
duty. Seaman Stuckey was honorably discharged July 2, 1945, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and returned to Bauxite, where he lives with his wife, 
Jimmye Lou, and their nine children. 





GEORGE F. STUCKEY 


Sgt. James C. Kent, son of James W. Kent and the late Mrs. Kent, was 
born August 12, 1923, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Bryant High 
School, afterwards being employed by Republic Mining and Manufacturing 
Company, Bauxite, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Force November 
5, 1942, he received preliminary training at Enid, Oklahoma; Denver, 
Colorado, and Las Vegas, Nevada. Attending Armor Bombardment and 
Photography Schools, he qualified as gunner, B-24 Liberator bomber. 
Attached to 308th Bomb. Group, 425th Bomb. Sqdn., 14th Air Force, he 
departed in September 1943, for Kunming, China, and during his eight”. 
months overseas, flew 31 missions and was awarded Citation of Honor. - 
Reported missing in action May 20, 1944, Sergeant Kent was officially Fy. 
declared dead February 21, 1946. He is survived by his father, who lives a ° “y 
in Benton. ¥, aa & 





JAMES C. KENT 
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JESS E. PRUNTY 


Pfc. Harvey Haley Smith, son of Harvey Johnson and Aseneath Smith, 
was born at Detonti, Arkansas, March 10, 1913. He received his education 
by attending Tull, Arkansas, Public School, afterwards being employed 
as truck driver for Republic Mfg. Co., Bauxite, Arkansas. Entering the 
Marine Corps February 18, 1944, he received boot training at Camp 
Pendleton, Oregon, qualifying for amphibious tractor, motor transport, 
sanitary controlman, and dispatcher. After training nearly a year, he 
was sent to Guadalcanal, attached to Amphibious Tractor 6th Division, 
29th Marines, and participated in the battle for Okinawa, where he was 
- wounded in action. Private Smith received Naval Unit Citation, Presi- 
* dential Unit Citation, two Campaign Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
two Stars, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Purple Heart with two 
Gold Stars. He was honorably discharged at San Diego, November 17, 
1945. He and his wife, Desnona, live in Bauxite with their children. 


FRANK J. CAMPBELL 





Pfc. Elsworth Sheridan, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. C. she 


Entering the Marine Corps March 21, 1944, he received boot training at 

_ San Diego, California. Attached.to guard company, he departed January 
serving overseas for more than a ak ee 
‘th the Army.of Occupation. After being honorably dis- 

et a San Diego, he returned to Bauxite, where he 


and their two children. 


| 8, 1945, for Pearl Harbor, 


charged February 5, 1946, 


lives with his wife, Ora, 
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T/Sgt. Jess E. Prunty, son of Elmer and Mae Prunty, wa 

Aurora, Missouri, June 10, 1916, moving to Arkansas in 1934, He te 
his education by attending Ola High School, after which he was employed 
as fireman on the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Entering the Infantry April 
6, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Hood and Camp Swift, Texas 
qualifying for motor sergeant. After training in the United States eight 


-months attached to 10th Mountain Division, he was sent to Europe, land- 


ing in Naples, Italy, December 23, 1944, and served in Rome-Arno, North 
Apennines, and Po Valley campaigns. Sergeant Prunty received Marks- 
manship Medal for use of the M-1 rifle, May 28, 1944, Combat Infantry- 
man s Badge, Bronze Star Medal with Cluster, European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with three Battle Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. After 
serving nine months overseas, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Carson, Colorado, October 24, 1945. He and his wife, Ruby Helen, live 
in Bauxite with their children. 


mi a 
HARVEY H. SMITH 





Cpl. Frank J. Campbell, son of Mrs. Emily Margaret Campbell, was born 
May 4, 1925, at Bauxite, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Bauxite High School, after which he was employed by the American 
Cyanide and Chemical Corporation. Entering the Marine Corps September 
8, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying for 
mortar crewman. After five months’ training, Corporal Campbell de- 
parted from the United States January 23, 1944, for New Caledonia. He 
was in the battles at Guam and Okinawa, and was wounded in action June 
18, 1945, at Okinawa. He received Sharpshooter’s Medal November 4, 
1943, and Mortar Expert Medal in January, 1944, and was awarded the 
Navy Unit Citation, Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and 
Purple Heart. After serving four months with the Army of Occupation in 
Tsing Tao, China, he was honorably disgharged at San Diego, Febru- 
ary 4, 1946. : 


ge 
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ridan, was born 
Arkansas. He attended Bauxite High School. 
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Bradford, Arkansas, with their children. 





EVERETT L. STEFFEY 


S/Sgt. Lloyd R. Welch, son of Mr. and Mrs. William T. Welch, was born 
October 30, 1924, in Pettus, Arkansas. He attended Oakdale High School 
prior to entering the Army May 8, 1943. He received basic training at 
Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and attended Tank Mechanics’ School, qualifying for 
mechanic and tank commander. After Serving more than a year in the 
United States with the 16th Tank Bn., 16th Armd. Div., Sergeant Welch 
departed for Glasgow, Scotland, July 15, 1944. Attached to the 712th 
Tank Bn., 90th Inf. Div., he participated in the campaigns of Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe and was awarded four 
Bronze Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations Ribbon. He served overseas for a year and 
a half and was once wounded in action. He was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 20, 1946. 


wife, Martha, and their one child. 





EARSY C. ROBERSON, JR. 


Sgt. Doyle R. Mobley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Mobley, was born 
May 12, 1921 in Traskwood, Arkansas. He attended Traskwood Grammar 
School and Benton and Harmony Grove High Schools. Entering the Army 
Combat Engineers October 2, 1943, he received his basic training at Camp 
Abbott, Oregon, where he qualified as construction foreman and where 
he also received a marksmanship medal. Sergeant Mobley departed from 
the United States May 26, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations. He remained overseas 19 months in New Guinea, Philippines; and 
Japan. He participated in the campaigns of Leyte and Mindanao and was 
awarded the Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and one Arrowhead, and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. He also spent three and a half months 
with the Army of Occupation. Sergeant Mobley was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 11, 1946, and returned to his wife, 
Vida, and their children, in Benton. 
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Pharmacist’s Mate 1/c Everett L. Steffey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fre 
Steffey, was born November 26, 1913, at Pangburn, Arkansas. He r 
ceived his education by attending Bradford High School. 
Navy March 12, 1934, to 1938, he reenlisted December i Os 
to U.S.M.C. He received boot training at San Diego, 
pital Corps and Field Medical School where he quali 
accounting. He departed from the United States Se 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater and participated in action at Okinawa. He 
received the Presidential Unit Citation and, after serving three months 
with the Army of Occupation in Tientsin, China, was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, January 22, 1946. He and his wife, Wilma Grace, live in 
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1943, attached 
later attending Hos- 
fied in property and 
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LLOYD R. WELCH 


S/Sgt. Earsy C. Roberson, Jr., son of Myrtle and Earsey C. Roberson, ore 
was born August 18, 1920, in Searcy, Arkansas. He attended Searcy High 
School and Harding College, afterwards being engaged as manager of a 
cafe and as Missouri Pacific bus agent. Entering the Army Air Force 
February 11, 1943, he received basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and 
attended Army Air Force Armament School in Denver, Colorado, quali- 
fying as airplane armorer. Sergeant Roberson served for a year in the 
United States with the 48th Fighter Group, 492nd Fighter Sqdn., before 
departing March 21, 1944, for England. Overseas for a year and a half, 
he participated in campaigns of Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, 
Normandy, and Central Europe and the air offensive over Europe. He 
was awarded Distinguished Unit Badge with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
and the Belgian Fourragere. After being honorably discharged September 
11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Searcy, where he lives with his 





DOYLE R. MOBLEY 








Fireman 1/c Beacher B. Bullock, was born July 23, 1906 at Detonti, Ark- 
-ansas. He received his education by attending public school at Shaw, near 
Detonti, afterwards being employed for seven years by McCoy-Couch Fur- 
‘niture and Mfg. Co., and Republic Mining Company. Entering the Navy 
April 11, 1944, he received boot training at Naval Training Center, San 


Leyte, Iwo Jima and Wakayama, Japan. He was awarded six Bronze Stars 
and American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, Philippine Liberation, and 
World War II Victory Ribbons. After 17 months’ overseas service, he 
returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
November 24, 1945. He and his wife, Evelyn, live in Bauxite, Arkansas, 
_ with their children. 
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Seaman 1/c Orville Jessie James, son of Mrs. Eliza Cornett, was 
Benton, Arkansas, October 2, 1910. He received his education by ea 
ing Benton Public Schools, afterwards being employed as manager and 
cashier of a grocery store. Entering the Navy February 18, 1943, he 
received boot training at Farragut, Idaho. After serving in the United 
States, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater aboard the U.S.S. Colo- 
rado, April 24, 1944, participating in the campaigns of Saipan, Guam, 
Tinian, Leyte, Mindanao, Luzon, Okinawa, and Tokyo. Seaman James was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star. 
Returning to the United States August 26, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, November 18, 1945. He and his wife, Locie, live in 
Benton with their child. 





ORVILLE J. JAMES 


Diego. After almost two months’ training, he was sent to the South 
Pacific where he saw action at Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Lingayen Gulf, 





BEACHER B. BULLOCK 


T/Sgt. Elmer Eugene Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Edward Smith 
of Bauxite, Arkansas, was born at Bauxite July 5, 1924. He attended the 
Bauxite schools and entered service with the Army Air Corps June 5, 
1943. Sergeant Smith served his basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and 
then attended Mechanic’s School and Gunnery School. He became a gunner 
on B-17 aircraft and was sent to Europe on July 16, 1944. Sergeant Smith 
was based in England and served throughout the Northern France, Rhine- 
land and Ardennes campaigns. Overseas seven months, he was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Air Medal 
with five Oak Leaf Clusters. He was honorably discharged at Roswell, 
New Mexico, October 19, 1945. His wife is Marjorie Marie Smith. 





ELMER E. SMITH 


‘liam Smith is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Edward Smith 
LEER TE at as: where he was born May es 1922. He ended ae 
Bauxite schools before entering the military service October it It a 
He received his basic training at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, W ere e 
was sent almost immediately after entering the service. He porate A 
laboratory technician and after six months in Hawaii he  beghrtpe 
to the United States. Private Smith served with. the poy: Sse ee 
Command Unit Medical Detachment until he was houeraoy ante ged 
at Harmon General Hospital, Longview, Texas, November 19, 1940. ‘ 
wife is Ella Wanda Smith. 





JOHN W. SMITH 
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Pvt. Wallace Dwayne Crain, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Ashley Crain, 
was born at Eagle Mills, Arkansas, September 8, 1921. He received his 
education by attending Camden Public Schools, after which he was 
employed as guard at Bauxite Mining Company. Entering the Army 
Quartermaster Corps September 2, 1942, he received basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
Driving and Mechanics, where he qualified for truck driver. Attached to 
892nd Military Police Bn., he was sent to Glasgow, Scotland, February 2, 
1943, and participated in campaigns of the Rhineland and Central Europe. 
He received Marksmanship Medal and was awarded two Bronze Stars and 
Good Conduct Medal. After serving over two years overseas, Private Crain 
returned to the United States November 27, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, January 2, 1946. 





Ue 


Cpl. Raymond S. Caple, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barta Caple, was 
born August 28, 1923, at Benton, Arkansas. He attended Benton Junior 
High School and after completing his education was employed as dairy 
worker and by the McCoy Furniture Mfg. Company. Entering the Coast 
Artillery, Anti-aircraft Bn., 
at Camp Haan, C 
Anti-aircraft Bn., 


Ee 





eg 


ROBERT W. NEWCOMB 


SHORE 


Caple saw action in 
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alifornia. After serving one year attached to the 389th 
he departed May 27, 1944, for New Guinea. Corporal 
New Guinea and Netherlands East Indies. He received 
rifle Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Stars, Victory 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation, American Theater Ribbon, and Good Con- 
duct Medal. Returning to the United States January 17, 1946, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 26, 1946. 










S/Sgt. Robert W. Newcomb, son of Fred M. and Alma C. Newcomb, was 
born February 25, 1922, at Benton, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Benton High School, after which he was employed as me- 
chanic. Entering the Corps of Engineers October 24, 1942, he received 
basic training at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, qualifying for automotive 
mechanic. He was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater November 19, 19428 
participating in the campaigns of the Marianas, Ryukyus, and Central and 
Western Pacific. After serving over three years in the Pacific theater, 
he returned to the United States December 21, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Bliss, December 27, 1945. 


later attending Service Schools for Truck 





WALLACE D. CRAIN 


T/4 J. P. Shore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Caple, was born at Benton, 
Arkansas, July 25, 1920. He received his education by attending Bennett 
and Benton Public Schools and Santa Ana High School, afterwards being 
employed in a lumber mill and by McCoy Couch Manufacturing Co. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps September 18, 1942, he received basic training at 
Casper, Wyoming, later attending Medical School in Casper. After serving 
two years in the United States attached to 261st Medical Detachment, he 
departed July 1, 1944, for Naples, Italy. He participated in the campaigns 
of Rome-Arno, Rhineland, Southern and Northern France and air combat 
over Balkans. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and One Silver Star. Returning 
to the United States April 29, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, September 26, 1945. He and his wife, Patricia Louise, live in 
Bauxite, Arkansas, with their child. " 


January 19, 1943, he received basic training 
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-  Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c Carl William Dailey f M 
jo eh ae y, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

_ Albert Dailey, was born at McRae, Arkansas, February 20, ‘932. oe 
an received his education by attending McRae Public Schools, afterwards 

7 being employed in a hospital. Entering the Navy November 11, 1942, he 

received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. After 15 months’ training 
in the United States, he was sent to England March 4, 1944. While 
_ serving on an LST in the English Channel, he was killed April 28, 1944. 
~ He is survived by his wife, Melvin Robinette, in addition to his parents. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, posthumously. 








Albert Dailey, was born July 13, 1924, in McRae, Arkansas. He attended 
McRae Schools and later worked in River Rouge, Michigan. Entering the 
Navy January 25, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Nurses’ School at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for psychiatric 
training. After serving in the psychiatric ward of the Naval Hospital in 
Dublin, Georgia, he was honorably discharged in June 1946, and returned 
to his home in McRae. 


Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c James Riley Dailey, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 





JAMES R. DAILEY 


Pfc. Noil Columbus Burks Johnson, son of David Jones and Lula Victory 
Johnson of Prattsville, Arkansas, was born at Traskwood, Arkansas, 
April 30, 1923. He entered the military service on January 19, 1943, and 
was assigned to the Armored Force. After completing his basic training 
at Camp Campbell, Kentucky, he was assigned to the 782nd Tank Bn., and 
was sent to Europe in January, 1945. Overseas six months, he took part 
in. the Central Europe campaign and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, October 5, 1945, and immediately reenlisted 
in the Regular Army. He is now serving with the Infantry. He and his 
wife, the former Lucille Crites, have one child. 






ie a 
NOIL C. B. JOHNSON 





man 1/c Everett Leo Johnson, son of David Jones and Lula Victory 
Fae i Prattsville, Arkansas, was born at Benton, Arkansas, March 
3,1911. Educated at the Holly Grove schools, he was engaged in as 
' until entering the Navy*March 21, 1944. Upon the completion of pe boo’ 
' training at San Diego, California, he was sent to Pearl Harbor pa 
in November 1944, andJater saw action in the Philippines and at Praca 
where he served itl landing craft. Overseas 11 months, he su aoe a 
severe bullet wound and was returned to the United eee ss he 
| honorably discharged at Norman, Oklahoma, March 14, 1946. He 


his wife, Ora Leona, have one child: 









EVERETT L. JOHNSON 
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DALLAS M. WRIGHT 


Coxswain Thomas J. Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moore, was born 
July 5, 1925, in Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Bauxite School, after- 
wards being employed as oiler on shovel for Republic Mining and Manu- 
facturing Company. Entering the Navy May 14, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended Landing Craft School. 
Departing October 29, 1943, for Pearl Harbor, he remained overseas for 
more than two years and participated in Okinawa and Shima campaigns 
and the occupation of China. He is still in the service. His home is in 
Bauxite. 


Bauxite with their child. 





WILLIAM E. EDMONSON 


Ist Lt. William L. Ellis, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Ellis, Sr., was born 
May 10, 1922, in Texarkana, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock High 
School and Texarkana College, afterwards being employed as engineering 
aide. Entering the Air Corps February 8, 1943, he received training at 
Santa Ana, California; Las Vegas, Nevada; and Mather Field, California, 
qualifying as navigator. Lieutenant Ellis departed March 15, 1944, for 
England with the 8th Air Force and remained overseas for a year and three 
months. He participated in the air offensive of Europe, being wounded 
in action April 11, 1944, and held as prisoner of war until May 9, 1945. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart and the Air Medal and is still in service 
at Randolph Field, San Antonio, Texas. His wife is Jackie Ellis. 
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Cpl. Dallas Marion Wright, son of John Marion and Rebecca Jan 
was born May 22, 1917, at Benton, Arkansas. He received his 
by attending Benton Grammar School, afterwards being employed as truck. 
driver, mechanic and stave sawyer. Entering the Field Artillery Decem- 
ber 17, 1941, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California. 
After serving in the United States for over two 
Europe on May 8, 1944, and while in action in 
February, 1945. He had received Truck Driver’ 
Medal, and American Defense and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbons. He is survived by his parents, who live in Benton. 








S 





THOMAS J. MOORE 


T/5 William E. Edmonson, son of Mrs. Mary B. Edmonson, was born 
January 20, 1923, at Benton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Bauxite Public School. Entering the Armed Forces January 
26, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Campbell, Kentucky, quali- 
fying for truck driver, heavy. After training in the United States he was 
sent to Europe, attached to 782nd Tank Bn., January 1, 1945, and par- 
ticipated in Central European campaigns. He received carbine Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal March 9, 1944, and for meritorious services overseas was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and 
one Bronze Service Star. He received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, December 19, 1945. He and his wife, Martha Lucille, live in 


WILLIAM L. ELLIS, JR. 


years, he was sent to 
Germany was killed in 
s Medal, Good Conduct 














1.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c . 
Emmie A. and George B..: 
1921, in Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Bauxite 
High School, afterwards “being engaged as car 
knocker for Aleoa Mining Company. Entering the 
Coast Guard November 20, 1942, he received boot 
training at St. Augustine, Florida, qualifying as 
gunner’s mate. Mate Davis served on convoy duty 
and submarine patrol in the Atlantic Ocean for 15 
months and for 12 months in the Pacific. He was 
honorably discharged December 17, 1945, in Wil- 
mington, California, and returned to Bauxite, where 
fe lives with his wife, Ruth Mary, and their chil- 
ren. 


mes Boyd Davis, son of 
vis, was born April 10, 


2.—S/Sgt. Oscar Frank Holder, son of Bertha Ann ; 


and Charlie Claud Holder, was born August 28, 1920, 
at Benton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Benton Public Schools, after which he 
was engaged in carpenter work and employed by 
the Benton Ice Company. Entering the Army Air 
Force September 18, 1942, he received basie training 
at Casper, Wyoming, later attending Armament 
School, where he qualified for munition technician. 
After training in the United States, he departed 
November 23, 1943, landing at Seething, England, 
November 29, 1943. Sergeant Holder saw service 
in Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe, and received the Eu- 
ropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Letter Citation for 8th Air 
Force and Distinguished Unit Badge. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, Oc- 
tober 16, 1945, returning to Benton where he lives 
with his wife, Opal. 


3.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c James Isiah Holley, son 
of Mrs. Mary Etta Holley, was born at Hico, Lou- 
isiana, on May 2, 1921, and, after attending high 
school there, was employed by a sawmill until his 
induction into military service as a Seabee on Au- 
gust 10, 1942. After boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, he was stationed in continental United 
States for seven months, then sent with his battalion 
to the Pacific theater, where he remained for 26 
months, participating in the campaigns for New 
Georgia Island and Peleliu Island. Mate Holley 
was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation and was 
honorably discharged at Memphis October 21, 1945. 
eng his wife, Mary Jane, are the parents of one 
child. 


4.—Seaman 1/c Robert M. Catton, son of Una and 
Ephraim Catton, was born October 30, 1920, in 
Benton, Arkansas. He attended Scott School, after- 
wards being engaged as a carpenter. Entering the 
Coast Guard September 30, 1942, he received boot 
training at Alameda, California. He departed No- 
vember 16, 1943, for New Guinea on the U.S.S. 
LST 66 and remained overseas more than a year, 
participating in campaigns of New Guinea, Sansa- 
pore, Dutch New Guinea, Leyte, and Luzon, Philip- 
pine Islands. He was awarded five Battle Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Commendation Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and American Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged November 
25, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned 
to his home in Benton, Arkansas. 


5.—Sgt. James A. Catton, son of Una and Ephraim 
Catton, was born May 12, 1912, in Benton, Arkansas. 
He attended Scott School, afterwards being en- 
gaged in factory work. Entering the Medical Corps 
February 12, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Attached to the 6th 
Division, Co. A, 6th Medical Bn., he served for two 
and a half years in the United States before depart- 
ing September 24, 1943, for the Hawaiian Islands. 
Overseas for two years and three months, he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of New Guinea and 
Luzon and the battles of Maffin Bay and Sansapore, 
Dutch New Guinea. Sergeant Catton was awarded 
Bronze Star Medal, three Battle Stars, Combat 
Medical Badge, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 


. lands, New Guinea, Guam, the Philippines, and Oki- 
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6.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c James ugh T 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fitzhu 
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Benton, Arkansas. Born at Benton, Janua 
he attended Subiaco Academy a Subiaco, : 
and Hot Springs High School. Entering the Nav 
June 5, 1943, he trained at San Diego, Californ 
and was'!sent to the South Patific in September, | 
1943. Gyerires, 27 months, he served aboard the 
U.S.S. Chauncey with the 8rd Fleet and saw action — 









at Wake Island, Rabaul, Tarawa, New Britain, 
Kwajalein, Wotje, Marshall Islands, Admiralty Is- 


nawa. He was honorably discharged February 20, 
1946, at Terminal Island, San Pedro, California. 


7.—Sgt. Herman T. Long, was born April 25, 1916, 
at Owensville, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Mountain View School, after which 
he was employed by Neon Sign and Painting Co. 
and Niloak Pottery Co. Enlisting in the Army 
Ordnance July 17, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, later attending National 
School at Los Angeles, where he qualified for motor 
mechanic. He received Marksmanship Medal at Ft. 
Warren and, after serving over four years attached 
to 2053rd Ordnance and 4051st Depot Group, was 
honorably discharged at Kelly Field, Texas, October 
2, 1945. He returned to Benton, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Ollie. 


8.—Pfe. Charley L. Catton, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Catton, was born November 20, 1909, in Benton, 
Arkansas. He attended Benton Schools, afterwards 
being engaged as a farmhand. Entering the Air 
Corps February 21, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying as air 
freight handler. He served in the United States for 
more than two years with the Chemical Warfare 
Service and departed July 8, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations, remaining overseas 
for a year and four months. Private Catton par- 
ticipated in campaigns of New Guinea and Luzon 
and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
two Bronze Service Stars, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and one Bronze 
Star. After being honorably discharged December 
5, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to his home in Benton. 
w 


9.—T/Sgt. Billy Callison, son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
W. Callison, was born May 17, 1920, at Bauxite, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Benton High School, after which he enlisted in the 
Armed Forces and received basic training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma. He later attended Spartan School 
of Aeronautics at Tulsa, Oklahoma, qualifying for 
airplane crew chief. After training three years in 
the United States attached to Hq. Btry., 1st F.A., 
13th Attack Sqdn., 16th Bomb Sqdn., he was sent 
to Manila, P. I., on November 1, 1941. Sergeant 
Callison received Expert Gunner’s Medal in 1939 
and Airplane Crew Chief Badge in 1941. He served 
almost four years in the Asiatic-Pacific theater, par- 
ticipating in action at Bataan. He was awarded the 
American Defense Ribbon with one Star, Philippine 
Defense Ribbon with one Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars, and 
Presidential Unit Citation with two Oak Leaf 
Clusters. He is still in the service. 


10.—Coxswain David Franklin Pelton, son of John 
Rowland and Muriel Pelton of Benton, Arkansas, was 
born at Little Rock on October 14, 1926. He was 
educated at the Bryant schools and was an ap- 
prentice carpenter until entering the Navy on June 
11, 1943. After completing his boot training at San 
Diego, California, he specialized in small boat 
handling and was sent to the South Pacifie theater 



























PA k d : 

& M. College at Mag- 
employed two years by 
id Undertaking Company. 
t y Air Corps, June 2, 1941, he 
sic training at March Field, California, 
for supply technician. After training in 

States, he was sent to the China-Burma- 
er attached to 26th Fighter Sqdn., 51st 






rei ndia-Burma campaign and battle for China. 

| was” awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with two Bronze Battle Stars, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, August 10, 
1945, returning to Benton, where he lives with his 
wife, Louise. 


12.—Sgt. Robert C. Landers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Landers, was born June 24, 1924, in Benton, 

fs _ Arkansas. He attended Benton Primary, Grammar, 
and High Schools. Entering the Marine Corps July 
2, 1942, at Little Rock, Arkansas, he received boot 
training at San Diego, Camp Elliott, and Camp 
Pendleton, California. Sergeant Landers served with 
the 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division, and departed 
January 24, 1948, for New Zealand. Overseas for 
more than two years, he participated in campaigns 
of Bougainville, Guam, and Iwo Jima. He received 
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and four 
Combat Stars. Sergeant Landers was honorably 
discharged July 3, 1946, at Parris Island, South 
Carolina. 


13.—Cpl. Lloyd W. Landers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Landers, was born August 8, 1922, at Benton, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Benton High School, after which he was employed 
as salesman in a local department store. Enlisting 
in the Marine Corps March 6, 1941, at Oklahoma 
City, he received boot training at San Diego, spe- 
cializing as bandsman with the trombone. After 
training 28 months attached to 1st Marine Division, 
he departed from the United States July 23, 1942, 
for Midway Island where he was in action and, in 
addition, served at Woodlark Island, Cape Glou- 
cester, New Britian, Peleliu, and Palau. Corporal 
Landers received rifle and pistol Sharpshooter’s 
Medals in April 1941, and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, four Combat Stars, Presidential 
Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, and 
the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon. After 27 months over- 
seas service, he received an honorable discharge at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, October 1, 1945. He 
lives in Benton with his wife, Erla Mae. 


14.—Signalman 2/c Ray Craig, son of Mrs. May R. 
Wittenburg, was born at Paron, Arkansas, May 23, 
1909. He attended Benton High School and worked 
at the Marion Hotel in Little Rock before entering 
service with the Navy on January 26, 1942. Signal- 
man Craig served his boot training at. San Diego, 
California, and received his signal training at In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. He was assigned to the Armed 
Guard and saw three years of sea duty with the 
transport ships in the Atlantic. He made many trips 
to Europe and also to South American ports and his 
ship underwent several submarine and air attacks 
in the Mediterranean Sea. Holder of the Navy 
Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater 
Ribbon, he was honorably discharged December 24, 
1945, at St. Louis, Missouri. He has purchased a 
- farm at Clark, Missouri, and intends to make farm- 


ing his occupation. 


15.—Pfe. Ruphas Troy Lovell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George M. Lovell of Route 2, Benton, Arkansas, was 
born at Huston, Arkansas, December 29, 1923. He 


Group, January 12, 1942, and participated © 
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16.—Chief Gunner’s Mate Clyde W. Pelton, son of 
Mrs. Emma Pelton, was born June 9, 1910, at 


Benton, Arkansas. 


He received his education by 


attending Oak Grove Public School, after which he 
entered the Navy on December 2, 1929. Receiving 
boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, he later attended 


Electric-Hydraulic Service School. 


Mate Pelton 


served in the Atlantic, European, and Pacific thea- 
ters and participated in the invasion of Marshall 
Islands, Guam, Saipan, and Okinawa. He qualified 
for Expert in small arms and five-inch .38 caliber 


dual purpose guns. 


Benton. 


17.—Chief Petty Officer Charlie Otto Fleming, son 
of Lydia May and Otto Paul Fleming, was born 
August 21, 1904, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He at- 


tended Benton Public Schools, 


His wife, Pauline, resides at 


afterwards being 


employed as sheet metal worker, coppersmith, pipe- 
fitter, and welder for the St. Louis Southwestern 
Railway Company for 20 years. Entering the Navy 
August 23, 1943, he received boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, qualifying as chief shipfitter. After 
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He returned to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
lives with his wife, Sterling Virginia, and their son. 


18.—Sonarman 3/c John G. Fleming, 
May and Otto Fleming, 


in Benton 


and Victory Ribbon and was honorably dis- 
ber 14, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
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ed Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
» Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After 
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discharged February 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, ee 


he returned to Benton, Arkansas. 


20.—Lt. (j.g.) Russell Arno Fleming, son of Mrs. 
Lydia May Fleming, was born April 22, 1903, in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Benton Public 
Schools. Entering the Navy August 9, 1919, he re- 
ceived boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and 
attended Hospital Corps School and Rescruiters’ 
School. Serving 26 and a half years in the Navy, 
Lieutenant Fleming was at sea December 7, 1941, 


PLATE 


1.—Pfc. Clarence Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Edward Allen, was born September 25, 1920, in 
Benton, Arkansas. He attended Kentucky and Ben- 
ton High Schools. Entering service October 24, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Gruber, Okla- 
homa, specializing in harbor craft. He served for 
nearly two years in the United States with an 
M.P. unit before departing August 11, 1944, for 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of 
Operations. Overseas for a year and a half, he 
participated in the battle of Germany and was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and one 
Bronze Service Star. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 23, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Benton, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, May Dean, and their one child. 


2.—Seaman Willie F. Richmond, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Richmond of Benton, Arkansas, was born 
November 29, 1919, at Benton. He attended Bivins 
Grove Community Schools and was later employed 
in defense work at Bauxite, Arkansas. Seaman 
Richmond entered the Navy March 30, 1944, and 
received his boot training at San Diego, California. 
No further details of Willie Richmond’s service rec- 
ord were furnished. 


3.—Sgt. Lee Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Edward Allen, was born May 29, 1922, at Benton, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Benton High School, after which he was employed 
at Bauxite by the Alcoa Company. He entered the 
Field Artillery October 19, 1942, receiving basic 
training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and later attending 
Chemical Warfare School. After completing his 
training, he was sent to Europe, attached to 927th 
Field Artillery, on September 12, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in the Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns. Sergeant Allen received, among other 
decorations, two Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. Returning to the United States on October 
12, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, October 19, 1945. He and his wife, 
Mildred, live in Benton with their children. 


4.—Seaman 1/e Bennie McKay Bledsoe, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Franklin Bledsoe, was born 
September 17, 1916, at Forrest City, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Benton Public 
Schools, afterwards being employed as_ painter. 
Entering the Navy February 18, 1944, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, later attending 
Service Schools at Gulfport, Mississippi, and Nor- 
folk, Virginia, where he qualified for gunner. After 
almost two years’ service in the United States he 
served overseas for more than a year and was 
awarded the American Theater, European-African- 
Middle Eastern, Asiatic-Pacific, and Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbons. He received an honorable discharge 
December 23, 1945, at Memphis, returning to Benton 
where he lives with his wife, Mary Ruth, and their 
children. 


5.—Pyt. Edward Dale Pannell, son of Mrs. M. H. 
Jenson of Houston, Mississippi, was born April 27, 
1920, at Houston, Mississippi, and moved to Arkansas 
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in 1936. He received his education in the Public _ 


Schools at Houston, and before entering the Army, 
January 9, 1942, was employed as a truck driver. 
Private Pannell received his basic training at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi. He is married and now resides 
at Benton, Arkansas, with his wife and two daugh- 
ters. Complete information on Private Pannell’s 
service record was not furnished. 


6.—Pvt. Thomas Burton was born December 27, 


1912, in Texas. He received his education in public 
schools in Texas and was later engaged in farming. 
He entered the Army in 1942, receiving basic train- 
ing at Camp Butner, North Carolina. He and his 
wife, Myrtle, have one son. No further details re- 
garding the service record of Private Burton were 
furnished. 


7.—Pfe. Delbert Lewis Price, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Loyd Price, was born at Benton, Arkansas, March 
12, 1917. Entering the Infantry April 12, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, quali- 
fying for sharpshooter. After 10 months’ training 
Private Price departed for the South Pacific Feb- 
ruary 2, 1945, attached to 129th Infantry, Co. D, 
81st Regiment. He was in the battle of Okinawa 
and was twice wounded in action. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Oak Leaf Cluster, and Good 
Conduct Medal. After serving two months in the 
Army of Occupation he returned to the United 
States November 29, 1945, and received an honor- 
able discharge December 13, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. 
Ee and his wife, Alice, live in Benton with their 
children. 


8.—Pvt. Luther M. Goodwin, Jr., son of Mrs. Minnie 
Goodwin, of Route 2, Benton, Arkansas, was born 
December 19, 1922, in Saline County, Arkansas. He 
received his education in public schools and is a 
graduate of Paron High School. He was engaged 
in farming before entering the Army April 4, 1944. 
Private Goodwin received his basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas. No further details regarding 
his service record were furnished. 


9.—Seaman 1/c Alex Perry, Jr., son of Mrs. Mamie 
Etta Perry, was born April 11, 1916, at Benton, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Benton Publie Schools, after which he was employed 
by the Aluminum Ore Company at Bauxite. Entering 
the Navy March 30, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego. After serving six months in the 
United States, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater aboard the U.S.S. Deliverer where he par- 
ticipated in the invasion of Okinawa. Among other 
decorations, Seaman Perry received one Battle Star. 
Returning to the United States December 14, 1945, 
he received an honorable discharge at Memphis, De- 
cember 23, 1945. He and his wife, Irene, live in 
Benton with their child. 


10.—Pvt. Killies J. Pennington, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Killies J. Pennington, Sr., was born December 
20, 1910, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Benton 
Public Schools and Siddell School in Saline County, 
afterwards being engaged as a trucker. Entering the 
Army April 4, 1944, Private Pennington received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, quali- 
fying as truck driver, light, and rifle sharpshooter. 
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Departing September 16, 1944, for Europe, he par- 
ticipated in the Rhineland campaign, serving over- 
seas for. more than’ four months. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Service Ribbon, American Theater Service 
Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged March 18, 1946, at 
Brooke General Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, 
he returned to Benton, where he lives with his wife, 
Mary, and their children. 


11.—T/5 Harold E. Green, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. 
Green, was born March 16, 1913, in Hermitage, 
Arkansas. He attended Carthage High School, after 
which he was engaged as warehouse foreman and 
shipping clerk for Southwest’ Manufacturing Com- 
pany in Little Rock. Entering the Signal Corps 
February 9, 1944, at Camp Robinson, he received 
basic training at Camp’ Kohler, Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as sharpshooter, teletype oper- 
ator, and truck driver.. After nine months’ service 
in the United States with the 840th Signal Training 
Battalion, he departed October 29, 1944, for New 
Guinea and Luzon. Overseas more than a year, 
Corporal Green participated in campaigns of New 
Guinea, Leyte, and Southern Luzon and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged 
February 22, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
to Benton, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Geraldine. 


12.—S/Sgt. George S. McCulley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Burley Newton McCulley, was born November 14, 
1922, in Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas 
in 1935. He attended Benton High School. Entering 
the Marine Corps January 12, 1942, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying 
as machine gunner and cook. Attached to the 22nd 
Marines, he departed July 19, 1942, for Samoa and 
during his two years overseas participated in the 
Marshall Islands campaign. Sergeant McCulley was 
honorably discharged January 18, 1946, at Ocean- 
side, California, and returned to Benton, Arkansas. 


13.—Machinist’s Mate 3/e William B. McCulley, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Burley Newton McCulley, was 
born June 13, 1925, in Memphis, Tennessee, moving 
to Arkansas in 1933. He attended Cummings School 
in Memphis, and Benton, Arkansas, High School. 
Entering the Navy January 5, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying 
for machinist’s mate. He departed from the United 
States October 5, 1943, for the South Pacific area, 
and served overseas for nearly two years. After 
being honorably discharged November 5, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Benton, Arkan- 
sas. 


14.—Coxswain Doyle W. Robinson, son of Rena and 
Joe Robinson, was born October 13, 1926, in Benton, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Benton High School. Entering the Navy August 6, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and attended Amphibious School. Coxswain 
Robinson qualified as signalman and served on LSM 
373, amphibious ship carrying supplies. He departed 
March 15, 1945, for China and participated in cam- 
paigns of Okinawa, Korea, and China. He was 
awarded six Service Ribbons, one Bronze Star, and 
Good Conduct Medal. He is still in the service with 
the Army of Occupation. His home is in Benton. 


15.—Cpl. Marvin G. Robinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe B. Robinson, was born August 30, 1921, at Ben- 
ton, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Benton High School, afterwards being employed 
as salesman for H. J. Gingles Hardware store. 
Entering the Army Air Force August 17, 1942, 
he received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, 
qualifying for truck driver. He departed from the 
United States October 5, 1943, for the European 
theater, attached to 68rd Stat. Comp. Sqdn., and 
participated in the campaigns of Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. Corporal 
Robinson received medal for his proficiency in truck 
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16.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/e Doyle F. Keesee, son of 
Mrs. Elsie Medlin, was born at Prattsville, Arkansas, 
July 5, 1918. He received his education by attending 
Prattsville Public School, afterwards being em- 
ployed as carpenter and painter. Entering the — 
Navy, Construction Battalion, he received boot train- 
ing at Norfolk, Virginia, and after training in the 
United States, was sent to Guadalcanal and parti- 
cipated in Asiatic-Pacific and Solomon Island cam- 
paigns, Coral Sea battle, and Munda invasion. Mate 
Keesee received among other decorations, three 
Bronze Stars and was honorably discharged at Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, October 13, 1945. He lives in 
Benton with his wife, Elfreda. 


17.—Seaman 1/e James Arthur Medlin, son of Mrs. 
Elsie Elizabeth Medlin, was born November 19, 
1921, at Bauxite, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Prattsville Public School, after- 
wards being employed in a furniture factory. Enter-_ 
ing the Navy November 5, 1942, he received boot 
training at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia, and also 
attended Machine Gun Service School and specialized 
in truck driving. Attached to Ship’s Co., Port Hue- 
neme 3rd Seabee Battalion, he departed March 9, 
1942, for New Hebrides where he participated in 
the campaign of Guadalcanal. Seaman Medlin quali- 
fied for expert rifleman and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific and American Theater Ribbons, and 
Good Conduct Medal, two Commendations and 
Sharpshooter’s Badge. He received an honorable 
discharge at Memphis, November 7, 1945, and lives 
in Benton, Arkansas . 


18.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Lynn Wilson Fletcher, 
son of Mrs. Lula Fletcher and the late John Fletcher, 
was born July 9, 1919, in Benton, Arkansas. He 
attended Paron High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed by Republic Mining and Manufacturing Com- 
pany at Bauxite. Entering the Navy Seabees Oc- 
tober 25, 1942, he received boot training at Norfolk, 
Virginia. Attached to the 14th Naval Construction 
Battalion, he served for 26 months in the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations. After being honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned 
to his home, where he lives with his wife, Dora Jo. 


19.—Cpl. Glyn Woodroy Fletcher, son of Mrs. Lula 
Fletcher and the late John Fletcher, was born July 
9, 1919, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended Paron 
High School, afterwards being employed in a lumber 
mill. Entering the Field Artillery August 25, 1941, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia. Attached to the 31st Field Artillery, 7th 
Division, he served for 30 months in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and participated in campaigns 
of the Aleutians, Marshall Islands, Leyte, and Oki- 
nawa. After being honorably discharged in Septem- 
ber 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home 
in Benton. 


20.—Sgt. James Louis Fletcher, son of Mrs. Lula 
Fletcher and the late John Fletcher, was born Sep- 
tember 13, 1923, in Benton, Arkansas. He attended 
Paron High School and Little Rock Part-time School. 
Entering Battery C, 389th Anti-aircraft Battalion 
on January 19, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Haan, California, and attended Cooks’ and 
Bakers’ School. He qualified as marksman. Ser- 
geant Fletcher served for a year in the United 
States before departing March 27, 1944, for New 
Guinea, and remained overseas for a year and 10 
months, participating in the New Guinea campaigns. 
He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, and one Bronze Star. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Benton, Arkansas. 
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1.—Seaman 1/c John V. Greenway, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. F. Greenway, was born November 30, 1925, 
in Blocker, Arkansas. He attended Paron Grammar 
and High School. Entering the Coast Guard June 
4, 1943, he received basie training at Manhattan 
Beach, Brooklyn, New York. Seaman Greenway de- 
parted in June 1944, for the Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for a year, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of New Guinea, Morotai, 
Leyte, and Lingayen Gulf. He was awarded Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Rib- 
bon with two Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with two Stars, Letter of Commendation, and Vic- 
tory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
May 14, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned 
to his home in Paron, Arkansas. 


2.—Seaman 1/ce Daniel F. Greenway, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. F. Greenway, was born September 17, 
1923, in Blocker, Arkansas. He attended Paron High 
School before entering the Coast Guard December 
12, 1942. He received basic training at Grafton, 
Illinois, and served in the United States for nearly 
two years. Departing October 4, 1944, for the South 
Pacific, he participated in campaigns of Luzon, 
Lingayen Gulf, and Mindanao, receiving among other 
acknowledgments of active service five Campaign 
Ribbons. He was honorably discharged April 1, 
1946, at St. Louis, and returned to Paron, Arkansas. 


3.—Sgt. Ruben Lee’ Washington, son of Charles 
Henry and Eva Owen Washington, was born Novem- 
ber 24, 1913, at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Oak Hill and 
Fountain Lake Public Schools, afterwards being 
employed as streetcar operator, service sation em. 
ployee and grocery clerk. Entering the Army Air 
Corps November 5, 1942, he received basic training 
at Brooks Field, Texas, and later attended Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School at Lowry Field, Colorado. After 
15 months’ service in the United States, he de- 
parted February 1, 1944, for Italy, where he served 
in the African, Middle Eastern, and European cam- 
paigns. Sergeant Washington received Markman- 
ship Medals for the use of Thompson sub-machine 
gun and carbine in 1943, and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States 
January 23, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, January 28, 1946, returning to 
Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, Helen 
Opal. 


4.—T/4 J. B. Greenway, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. 
Greenway, was born August 5, 1918, at Paron, Ark- 
ansas. After receiving his education by attending 
Paron High School, he enlisted in the Army Medical 
Corps July 17, 1941, receiving basic training at 
Camp Grant, Illinois, and qualifying as expert rifle- 
man. After serving over four years, he departed 
from the United States April 24, 1945, for Europe, 
attached to Medical Detachment. He served in the 
Central European campaign and was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star. Sergeant 
Greenway received an honorable discharge Decem- 
ber 12, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. 


5.—Sgt. Charles P. Greenway, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. F. Greenway, was born September 11, 1920, at 
Paron, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Paron High School and Draughon’s School 
of Business, Little Rock. Entering the Infantry 
September 18, 1942, he received basic training at 
Ft. George Wright, Spokane, Washington. Attached 
to Co. K, 10th Infantry, 5th Division, he departed 
from the United States January 17, 1944, for Eng- 
land, later participating in Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. He received Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge and Expert Rifleman’s Badge and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, Occupational 
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6.—Sgt. Charles L. Westbrook, son of Mr. and Mr 3.50 
Arch Grover Westbrook, was born November 20, ‘4 
1915, at Benton, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Harmony Grove High School, 
Haskell, Arkansas, afterwards being employed as 
rip-table operator in the Signal Department, Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the Adjutant 
General Department December 21, 1942, he received 
basic training at New Orleans, Louisiana, specializ- 
ing for small arms and drill instructor and quali- — 
fying as expert rifleman. After serving four months 
in the United States, he departed for the Pacific 
area April 23, 1943, attached to 6th Replacement 
Depot. Sergeant Westbrook served 33 months over- 
seas and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. Return- 
ing to the United States he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, J anuary 21, 1946. He and 
his wife, Faye, live in Benton. 


7.—Sgt. Isaac Albert Kelly, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Kelly of Traskwood, Arkansas, was born at 
Malvern, Arkansas on January 26, 1918. He at- 
tended the Glen Rose and Traskwood schools and 
was engaged in farming and the trucking business 
until entering the Army on December 7, 1941. Ser- 
geant Kelly served his basic training at camps in 
Texas and was sent to the Southwest Pacific theater 
in September, 1942. He was assigned to the 53rd 
Infantry and saw more than two years of foreign 
service. He took part in the Pacific fighting and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. 
He was returned to the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Rucker, Alabama, on Oc- 
tober 12, 1945. He and his wife, the former Martha 
Ann Rogers, have one child. 


8.—T/5 Warren Alvin Kelly, son of Ben and Molly 
Kelly of Route 3, Benton, Arkansas, was born at 
Saline, Arkansas. He was educated at the Glen 
Rose schools and was employed as a trucking con- 
tractor until entering the military service on March 
20, 1941. Assigned to the Engineers, he completed 
his basie training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and 
was sent to the Southwest Pacific theater in Janu- 
ary, 1942. Overseas 28 months, he saw action in 
the Papuan, East Indies and New Guinea campaigns 
and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, the American Defense Service 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, June 
5, 1945. His wife is Bernice Kelly. 


9.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Leamon Latt King, son of 
William Thomas King of Traskwood, Arkansas, was 
born near Traskwood on March 18, 1909. He at- 
tended the Traskwood public schools and was en- 
gaged in the trucking business until entering the 
Naval service on March 21, 1944. He served his 
boot training at San Diego, California, and after 
six months in this country was sent to the Mariannas 
Islands in the Pacific in September, 1944. Overseas 
15 months, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
returned to the United States and was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 14, 
1945. He and his wife, the former Hettie Evelyn 
Kelly, have five children. 


10.—Pfe. Hensley Franklin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Franklin, was born February 8, 1909, at Star 
City, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Pine Bluff Grammar School, afterwards 
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pistol and as marksman with the carbine, and was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, World War 
ell Victory Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. He 
received an_honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, November 21, 1945, and later reenlisted in 
the service. His wife is Neoma, and the couple has 
one child. 


















































12.—I1st Lt. Delmar Eugene King was the son of 
William Thomas and Eva Ruth King of Traskwood, 
Arkansas. Born at Traskwood on April 21, 1922, he 
was educated at Traskwood and Harmony Grove 
High Schools, and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army Air Corps April 14, 1942. Lieu- 
tenant King served his flight training at Randolph, 
Kelly and Moore Fields in Texas and was also 
qualified as an aerial gunner. He was sent to the 
Southwest Pacific theater in June, 1943. A veteran 
of 53 combat missions, this gallant soldier was 
reported missing in action June 18, 1944. He was 
reported officially dead February 12, 1946. For his 
a and heroic service, he was awarded the Air 
edal. : 


13.—Seaman 1/c Truman O. King, son of Eva Ruth 
King and William Thomas King, was born July 5, 
1927, in Traskwood, Arkansas. He attended Glen 
Rose High School. Enlisting in the Navy May 4, 
1945, he entered active service June 14, 1945, and 
received boot training at Naval Training Center, 
Great Lakes, Illinois. After serving for more than 
a year, he was honorably discharged August 12, 1946, 
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and returned to his 


home in Traskwood. 


14.—T/5 James Wilson White, son of Burle William 
and Hattie Pearl White, was born July 22, 1918, 
at Bauxite, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Heth Public School at Heth, Arkansas, 
and was later employed by Owosso Mfg. Company 
at Benton. Entering the Army February 21, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, quali- 
fying for truck driver. He was sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands May 22, 1942, attached to the Infantry, and 
participated in the Saipan campaign. After serving 
more than three years overseas, he returned to the 
United States November 23, 1945, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 5, 1945. 
He lives in Bauxite. 


15.—T/4 Burle Wayne White, son of Burle William 
and Hattie Pearl White, was born April 30, 1923, 
at Benton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending England and Seott Public Schools and 
afterwards was employed as a miner at Bauxite 
Aluminum Mines. Entering the Corps of Engineers 
January 26, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, later attending Cooks’ and Bakers 
School where he qualified for cook. After training 
over five months, he was sent to North Africa, at- 


Valley, air combat over Balkans, and North Apen- 
nines campaigns. Among other decorations he re- 
ceived the Good Conduct Medal and Air Medal. 
He was honorably discharged October 22, 1945, at 
Barksdale Field, returning to Benton, where he lives 
with his wife, Flora Viola. 


17.—Seaman 1/c Charlie McCool, Jr., is the son of 
Mrs. Frank Ross of Bauxite, Arkansas, where he 
was born June 22, 1926. He attended the Bauxite 
schools and was employed by the Alcoa Aluminum 
Company before entering the Navy May 24, 1923. 
He received his boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and later attended the Landing Craft School. 
In August, 1943, he was sent to New Caledonia and 
saw service also on Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and 
in New Zealand. He was sent on his second tour 
of overseas duty in February, 1945, and served on 
Okinawa and in China. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with Five Battle Stars, the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Star and the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, March 4, 1946. 


18.—Fireman 1/c Phillip Warren Wood, son of 
Phillip Scott Wood of Bauxite, Arkansas, was born 
at Benton, Arkansas, December 28, 1917. Educated 
in the Benton schools, he was employed by the 
Aleoa Aluminum Company before entering the Navy 
March 30, 1944. Fireman Wood completed his boot 
training at San Diego and Treasure Island, Cali- 
fornia, and was sent to the South Pacific theater 
in November, 1944. Overseas 10 months, he took 
part in the Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns and 
also mine-sweeping operations off the China coast. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, he was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, January 8, 1946. His wife is 
Myrtice Wood. 


19.—William Wesley Wood, son of Phillip Scott 
Wood, was born June 30, 1919, at Benton, Arkansas. 
He attended Benton Schools and was a graduate 
of the Benton High School. He was employed by 
the Parker Stave Mill at Benton before entering 
the Army in December, 1941. No further details on 
William Woods’ service record were furnished. 


20.—Pfc. Ben McCool is the son of Mrs. Frank Ross 
of Bauxite, Arkansas. Born at Bauxite on September 
10, 1916, he was educated in the Bauxite schools 
and worked for the Alcoa Aluminum Company be- 
fore entering the Army on February 22, 1944. He 
received his basic training at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, and at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and was assigned 
to the Engineers. In October, 1944, he was sent with 
his unit, the 1269th Combat Engineers, to the 
European theater. Overseas 11 months, he took 
part in the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns, and won the Good Conduct Medal and the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. 
Private McCool was returned to the United States 
and was honorably discharged at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, October 29, 1945. His wife is Edith Lee 


McCool. 
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WOODROW W. BARLOW 


Pfc. Robert I. Barlow, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Barlow, 
was born at Searcy, Arkansas, August 18, 1923. He received 
his education by attending Kensett High School, afterwards 
being employed as mail carrier and mechanic in Arizona. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Forces September 16, 1942, he received basic 
training at McClellan Field, California, qualifying for mechanic 
and driver. After serving four and a half months attached to 
360th Air Service Sqdn., he departed from the United States 
January 13, 1943, for Casablanca, French Morocco, North Africa. 
Private Barlow participated in the campaigns of Casablanca, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Southern France, Sicily, Naples-Foggia and 
Rome-Arno. He was awarded the Meritorious Unit Citation, 
Kuropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States: August 22, 1945, 
he received an honorable discharge at Ft. Bliss, Texas, October 


20, 1945. 





JAMES H. MILLER 














T/4 Woodrow W. Barlow, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Be 
low, was born November 25, 1918, at Searcy, Arkansas. A 
receiving his education by attending Searcy High School, 
was occupied as a cafe operator. Entering the 504th Parachute 
Infantry, June 16, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Me 
Clellan, Alabama. He served 10 months in the United Sta eS, 
departing April 29, 1943, for Casablanca, North Africa. Ser- 
geant Barlow participated in the Sicilian, Rome-Arno, Rhine- 
land, Ardennes, Central Europe, and Naples-Foggia campaigns 
and was awarded six Bronze Battle Stars, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal, and Presidential Citation. After 
serving more than two years overseas, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, September 22, 1945, returning 
to Searcy, where he lives with his wife, Helen. 





ROBERT I. BARLOW 


Pfc. James Harry Miller, son of Mrs. Jessie Barlow Miller, was 
born at. Searcy, Arkansas, October 13, 1914. After completing 
his education by attending Kensett High School, he was employed 
as a butcher. Entering the Army Quartermaster Corps April 
19, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Lee, Virginia, and 
later, by attending Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualified for cook. 
For his proficiency in the use of the .30 caliber rifle, he re- 
ceived rifle Marksmanship Medal. After serving over 18 months, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Lee, Virginia, October 26, 
1945. He and his wife, Mary Helen, live in Kensett, Arkansas, 
with their children. 





16, 1945. 


RUBERT D. LILES 
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Capt. Mart McKinney Young, son of William Emmett and Anna Wallace 


- Young‘of Beebe, Arkansas, was born at Nimrod, Arkansas, July 20, 1898. 


He attended the Nimrod public schools, Beebe High School and Pharmaceu- 


tical College at Little Rock. Captain Young entered active service with the 


Arkansas National Guard, December 23, 1940. He trained with the 153rd 


Infantry at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended special schools at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. In August, 1941, he was sent to Alaska ‘with the 











153rd Infantry and remained in that theater for four months. Returning 


to the United States, he was transferred to the Army Air Corps and served 


three years in the United States with the Air Corps. He was released 


from active military service at Ft. Myers, Florida, February 14, 1945. 


He and his wife, Flossie Alice, have one daughter, Anna. 


Searcy, Arkansas, where he was born July 
from Searcy High School, he was employed 
Garage until entering the Air Corps Janu 
training at Miami Beach, Florida, and att 


He saw action in | 
and Central Europe campaign and the 


European Theater Ribbon, Purple Heart 
tion, he was honorably discharged at 
tober 8, 1945. 





CHARLES W. KNOX 
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T/Sgt. Charles Wayne Knox is the son of Mr. 


Gulfport, Mississippi, and Aerial Gunner School 
In April, 1944, he was sent to England and remained overseas 
the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
; air offensive against Europe. He 
was taken prisoner when shot down over Liepzig, 
1944, and remained a prisoner for one year. 





Pfc. Rubert Dewey Liles is the son of William Bun 
Blanche Liles of Route 2, Beebe, Arkansas. Born at Peres 
October Zo; 1921, he attended Beebe High School and was en- 
gaged in farming until entering the Army Air Forces May 6 
1943:> He served his basic training at Kearns, Utah, and then 
attended Spotting and Observing School and Armament School. 
He was sent to England in April, 1944, and served as an armorer 
throughout the Normandy, Northern France and Rhineland 
campaigns. Overseas a total of eight months, he was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged at March Field, California, November 
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and Mrs. Joe S. Knox of 
10, 1915, After graduating 
as a salesman for Bolton’s 
ary 14, 19438. He received basic 
ended Mechanic’s School at 
at Las Vegas, Nevada. 


14 months. 


Germany, on May 29, 


Holder of the Air Medal, 
and the Presidential Unit Cita- 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana on Oc- 





RAYMOND W. TOLER, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Lamar L. Byler, son of Nancy Emaline and Lawrence Lamar 
Byler, was born December 4, 1925, in Kensett, Arkansas. He attended 
Kensett and Searcy High Schools. Entering the Navy March 17, 1944, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying as master 
at arms. He departed June 5, 1944, for the South Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for a year and seven months. He 
served aboard the U.S.S. Thetis Bay, C.V.E. 90, a carrier vessel escort, 
which was engaged in supplying the large carriers with planes, men, and 
supplies. After being honorably discharged, he reenlisted about April 1, 
1946, at Everett, Washington. His home is in Searcy, Arkansas. 





J. R. CRINER 


Pfc. Woodrow Smith Beeson, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Smith 
Beeson, was born January 26, 1913, at Altus, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Altus Public Schools and Otto School near Brad- 
ford, Arkansas. He was engaged in farming until entering the Marine 
Corps March 22, 1944. He received boot training at San Diego, qualifying 
for cook, and received Sharpshooter’s Marksmanship Medal. Departing 
from the United States November 12, 1944, he served as cook for 4th 
Marine Air Sqdn., and 13th Sqdn. on the Marshall Islands. After serving 
one year overseas, he was honorably discharged at San Diego, December 
5, 1945. He and his wife, Geneva, live in Bradford, Arkansas, with their 


daughters. 













The FIGHTING MEN 6f ARKANSAS 


1st Lt. Raymond W. Toler, son of Mary L. and Dr. Raymond W. Toler, Sr 
was born May 19, 1922, in Searcy, Arkansas. He attended the Universit; 
of Arkansas. Entering the Army Signal Corps September 3, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and attended Fixed 
Station Transmitter Maintenance School, Press Wireless, Inc., qualifying 
as chief radio construction officer, expert rifleman, and first class gunner, 
After serving for more than two years in the United States with the 4025t’ 
Signal Service Group, 848th Signal Training Battalion, he departed Feb- 
ruary 4, 1945, for Manila, Philippine Islands. Overseas for more than a 
year and a half, Lieutenant Toler participated in campaigns in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and the liberation of the Philippines. He is still in 
foreign service. He is married to.Mrs. Juanita G. Toler, and his home 
is in Searcy, Arkansas. 









LAMAR L. BYLER 


Pfe. J. R. Criner, son of Mrs. Olive Criner Sims and Commodore Criner, 
was born July 4, 1917, at Danville, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 
1928. He received his education by attending Benton Public Schools and 
Harding College at Searcy, afterwards being employed as heavy equip- 
ment operator. Entering the Marine Corps April 18, 1944, he received boot 
training at Marine Corps Base, San Diego, and later attended Machine 
Gunner School at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California. After serving 
seven months, he departed from the United States September 11, 1944, for 
Okinawa, where he went into action against the enemy and was wounded 
May 11, 1945. Private Criner received the Marksman Medal and Expert 
Rifleman’s Medal, Purple Heart, and Navy Citation. Returning to the 
United States October 1, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Marine 
Corps Base, San Diego, November 26, 1945. He and his wife, Louise, live 
in Searcy, Arkansas, with their child. 





WOODROW S. BEESON 
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Set. James C. Porter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Wa 

er, : é n 
July, 1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He BEET PEMAe ce Ae 
ine being engaged in farming. Entering the Air Corps July 2 1942 

e received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and attended t 

special training schools, qualifying as lineman. Sergeant Porter served | 
for two and a half years in the United States and for nine months in 
vn Ei reliant honorably ce he reenlisted in the Army 

in the service overseas. Hi is i : 
A a Minc Oot, s home is in Bald Knob, Arkansas. | 











JAMES C. PORTER 


Seaman 1/c Claud T. Horton, son of LaVina and James Wilford Horton, 
was born in Bald Knob, Arkansas. Entering the Navy January 22, 1946, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. Departing on destroyer 
escort duty, he remained overseas for nearly two years. After being 
honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to his home in Bald Knob, where he lives with his wife, Opal Bertha, 
and their children. 






CLAUD T. HORTON 


Machinist’s Mate 3/c Garret Emde, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Emde, was 
born August 26, 1913, at Bald Knob, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Grade and High School at Bald Knob. Entering the Navy 
November 30, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego. After serving 
eight months in the United States, he departed April 9, 1943, for New 
Caledonia, serving in combat off the Marshall Islands and Philippines 
and also during the invasion of Southern France. Mate Emde received an 
honorable discharge November 1, 1945, at Memphis, returning to Bald 
Knob where he lives with his wife, Ailine. 





GARRET EMDE 


T/5 William Owen Wilcox, son of J. L. Wilcox, was born at Bald Knob, 
Arkansas, July 11, 1915. Following his graduation from Bald Knob High 
School he engaged in farming until induction into service on January Fell 
1948. He received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and was as- 
signed to Battery A, 250th Field Artillery Battalion. — Arriving with his 
unit on the Western front in February, 1944, he participated during the 
following 18 months in the Normandy, Northern France, Central Europe 
and Rhineland campaigns. He has been awarded the carbine Marksman s 
Badge, the Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars. Honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 


September 22, 1945, he now resides at Bald Knob with his wife, Gladys, 
and their child. 


Je SE Re 


WILLIAM O. WILCOX 
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at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





BRYAN E. LEE, JR. 


Cpl. Clarence William Moore, son of William and Dottie Moore, was born 
December 13, 1916, at Little Rock. He received his education by attending 
Beebe, Arkansas, Public School, afterwards being employed as automobile 
service station attendant. Enlisting in the Army November 17, 1941, he 
received basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and attended Military 
Police Training School. He departed October 13, 1942, for North Africa, 
participating in Algeria, French Morocco, Sicily, Southern France and 
Tunisian campaigns. He received the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon and four Bronze Service Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
and American Defense Ribbon. Corporal Moore was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, August 31, 1945. He and his wife, Roberta Leola, live 
in Beebe, Arkansas, with their children. 


S/Sgt. Bryan Earl Lee, Jr., son of Bryan and Maude Lee of Beebe, v 
born at Cabot, Arkansas, October 29, 1918, and prior to entering mili 

service on December 9, 1941, he was engaged in farming and saw 
work. After basic training at Camp Lewis he was assigned to Company 
A, 186th Infantry, Sunset Division, and landed with his outfit in April, 
1942, in the South Pacific, where he spent 37 months. Expertly qualified 
in the use of rifle, hand grenade and bayonet as well as in the art of 
camouflage and concealment, Sergeant Lee was designated as a squad 
leader to instruct replacements in jungle warfare, serving in this capacity 
in the New Guinea, Dutch East Indies and the Philippine campaigns. He 
holds the Good Conduct Medal and the Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, and was honorably discharged on June 8, 1945, 
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CLARENCE W. MOORE 


Cpl. Melvin A. Fecher, son of Lloyd R. and Mary E. Fecher, was born 
December 29, 1924, at Beebe, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Beebe Public School, after which he was engaged in farming 
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MELVIN A. FECHER 


Ship’s Cook 1/c Ernest Harding Salkeld, son of Elda and Edna Salkeld, 
was born May 26, 1922, at Batesville, Arkansas. He received his education 
attending Batesville Public Schools, afterwards being employed as 
electrician. Entering the Navy September 4, 1942, he received boot train- 
ing at Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, and after completing 
his training departed for the Pacific theater November 9, 1942. He 
served over two years in the American and Asiatic-Pacific areas and was 
awarded Presidential Citation. He was honorably discharged at San Diego 
November 1, 1945. He and his wife, Neva, live in Searcy, Arkansas, with 


by 


their child. 


with two Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Victory Ribbon. Corporal Fecher was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 25, 1946. 





ERNEST H. SALKELD 
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Capt. Joseph S. Robinette, son of Mr. and Mrs John H. Robinette 
born February 25, 1922. He received his education by attending feerray 
hel High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. A member of the 
_ Arkansas National Guard since October 2, 1939, he entered the Infantry 
December 23, 1940, and received basic training at Conway Armory and 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He attended Officer Candidate School and 
Infantry and Cannon School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying for In- 
fantry company commander. After serving three years attached to 153rd 
Infantry, 33rd Division and 43rd Division, he departed February 16, 1944, 
for the South Pacific and participated in the campaigns of Aitapae, New 
Guinea, and Luzon, P. I. He was awarded one Bronze Star and Distinguished 
Unit Citation. Captain Robinette qualified as expert M-1 rifleman in 
1941; carbine marksman, 1948; and sharpshooter with M-1 rifle, 1942. 
After serving 30 days at Kazo, Japan, with the 43rd Division, Army of 
Occupation, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 31, 
1946. He and his wife, Marilyn, live in Conway, Arkansas, with their child. 
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JOSEPH S. ROBINETTE 


Set. Albert Simpson, son of Mrs. Sallie Elizabeth Simpson, was born Au- 
gust 22, 1920, in Searcy, Arkansas. Entering the Army November 2, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, specializing in 
light machines and receiving Expert Infantry Badge. After serving for 
19 months in the United States with the 96th Infantry Division, he de- 
parted July 20, 1944, for the Philippine Islands and remained overseas 
11 months, participating in Ryukyus and Southern Philippines campaigns. 
He was wounded in action April 8, 1945, at Okinawa, and was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Purple Heart, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. 
After being honorably discharged December 13, 1945, at Springfield, 
Missouri, he returned to Searcy, where he lives with his wife, Vera 
Louise, and their child. 





ALBERT SIMPSON 


Capt. Herman C. Allen, son of George Carruthers Allen and Nannie Lil- 
lian Allen, was born August 25, 1901, at Memphis, moving to Arkansas 
February 12, 1912. He received his education by attending Hazen High 
School, Hazen, Arkansas, afterwards being employed as mechanic. A 
member of the National Guard since April 15, 1930, he entered the Army 
December 23, 1940. He received basic training at Camp Robinson, and 
later attended Motor Maintenance School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After 
serving one year, he departed from the United States March 1, 1942, 
attached to 153rd Infantry for Ft. Glen, Alaska. He was In the Battle of 
the Aleutians, returning to the United States March 1, 1943. Captain 
Allen was honorably discharged at Vancouver, Washington, October 9, 
1943. He and his wife, Mary Lillian, live in Searcy with their three 


daughters. 


HERMAN C. ALLEN 


' 1st Lt. Frank M. Headlee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Headlee, was born 
' February 28, 1919, at Searcy, Arkansas. He received his education Re 
attending Searcy High School; Harding College, Searcy; Texas A. s : “ 
/ and University of Arkansas. Entering the Infantry July 2, 1943, he la =e 
attended Officer Candidate School, Ft. Benning, Georgia. After se 
/ in the United States attached to 131st Infantry and 415th Infantry ys ir 
Infantry Division, he was sent to France August 27, 1944. ae enan 
Headlee took part in the campaigns of Northern France, Cent al prone 
and Rhineland, and he was awarded the Combat Infantry es ge i 
Bronze Star. After serving over 10 months overseas, he pocueue o tl e 
| United States July 11, 1945, and was honorably discharged at I t. pa 
- worth, Kansas, March 8, 1946. He and his wife, Patricia, live in Searcy 


_ with their child. 






FRANK M. HEADLEE 















HAROLD M. DODDS, JR. 


Sgt. William Christopher Edmonds, son of Mrs. Myrtle Belle Smith, was. 
born May 2, 1924, at El Paso, Arkansas. He received ‘his, education by 
attending El Paso High School and Opal, Arkansas, High School, after 
which he was employed as electrical appliance and service man. Entering 
the Parachute Infantry March 4, 19438, he received basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, later attending Parachute School. After train- 
ing over six months attached to 79th Infantry Battalion and 1st Para- 
chute Regiment, he departed September 20, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater. Sergeant Edmonds was in action on New Guinea, Southern 
Philippines, and Luzon and was once wounded in action. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bon with three Bronze Service Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Dis- 
Returning to the United States December 14, 
1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 26, 1945. 


tinguished Unit Badge. 





DANIEL P. SELLERS 


Pfc. John J. Fitchue, son of Edith Christian and W. S. Fitchue, was born 
July 30, 1918, at Denver, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Cotton Wood School, Self, Arkansas, after which he was engaged in 
farming. Enlisting in the Infantry October 22, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, specializing in Infantry training with 
Browning automatic rifle. After five months’ training attached to 106th 
Infantry, Company E, he departed from the United States March 10, 
1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Private Fitchue was a member of ; 4 
the first platoon landing on the Marshall Islands in the battle of Eniwetok, i \y 
and received wounds in action February 20, 1944, which resulted in his % 
death. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, Good Conduct 










Capt. Harold M. Dodds, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. M. 
Beebe, Arkansas. Born April 22, 1921, he attended Beebe High - 
and was a student at Beebe Junior College at the time he entere 
military service on December 23, 1940, with the 153rd Infantry of 
Arkansas National Guard. After serving his basic training at C 
Robinson, Arkansas, he was sent to Alaska in August, 1941, and remained 
in that theater until returning to the United States to attend the Signal 
Corps Officer Candidate School at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. He was 
sent to the European theater and served with the 899th Signal Depot 
Company, Aviation. Overseas a total of 40 months, he was returned to 
the United States and was released from active service at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, December 26, 1945. His wife is the former Sarah 
Elizabeth Short. 





WILLIAM C. EDMONDS 


Cpl. Daniel Printes Sellers, son of Mrs. Nancy Ellen Sellers of Searcy, 
was born January 14, 1921, at El Paso, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending El Paso Public Schools, after which he was engaged 
in farming. Entering the Army Air Corps October 21, 1942, he received 
basie training at Jefferson Barracks and later attended Cooks’ and 
Bakers’ School, Ft. Douglas, Utah, qualifying for cook. Attached to 355th 
Fighter Sqdn., he departed from the United States December 8, 1943, 
for the Aleutian Islands where he remained for over a year. Corporal 
Sellers received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Santa Ana 
Army Air Base October 29, 1945. 





survived by three sisters, Miss Helen Fitchue, Alpena Pass, Arkansas; 
Mrs. D. N. Hammons, Harrison, Arkansas, and Miss Jessie Fitchue, Little 
Rock, and a brother, Sherman Fitchue, Harrison. 


Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. Besides his parents, he is 7 f 3 ne 
t / %. 3 Vj 


JOHN J. FITCHUE 
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Wary ' : 
_ T/Sgt. R. P. Kempson, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Kempson 
or. ; ; Shas be 5 of 
Arkansas, was born October 13, 1917, and was eiichied in the Ehily 
Grove Public Schools. He was in the C.C.C.’s and engaged in farming 
prior to volunteering in the Army, December 28, 1940. Receiving his 
basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and Ft. Benning, Georgia, Sergeant 
Kempson was assigned to the Rangers. Embarking from New York, he 
was sent to the European Theater of Operations and saw service in the 
heavy fighting in North Africa and Sicily. He is now discharged but 
complete details of his service are not available. 


R. P. KEMPSON 






Radioman William E. Tanner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tanner of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, was born March 15, 1923. He received his education in 
Little Rock Public Schools and was engaged in business with his father. 
He entered the Navy March 1941. His wife, Mildred Baker Tanner, and 
son, live in Beebe. No further details regarding the service record of 
R. M. Tanner were furnished. 


WILLIAM E. TANNER 


Watertender 2/c Malcolm Eugene Sturdivant, son of Maude Lee and 
Emmett Luke Sturdivant, was born October 23, 1920, at Trinity, Alabama, 
moving to Arkansas in 1930. He received his education by attending Grade 
School at Tuscumbia, Alabama, and Grade and High Schools at Kensett, 
Arkansas, graduating from high school in 1939. Enlisting in the Navy 
November 6, 1939, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
later attended Specialist School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, qualifying 
for watertender. He participated in the battles of Coral Sea, Wake Island, 
and Marshall Islands, and was killed in action April 28, 1944. Among 
other decorations he received the South Pacific Campaign and European 
Theater of Operations Ribbons. He is survived by his parents, who live in 


Kensett, Arkansas. 





f MALCOLM E. STURDIVANT 





Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Charles Armon Sturdivant, son of Emmett Luke 
‘and Maude Lee Sturdivant of Kensett, Arkansas, was born at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, March 16, 1924, and moved to Arkansas with his family in 1930. 
‘He was educated in the Kensett Schools and then attended the Mechanical 
Industries Technical Institute at Memphis, Tennessee, before entering the 
Navy Seabees on September 29, 1943. He served his boot training period 
at Camp Peary, Virginia, and in February, 1944, arrived with his unit, 


the 122nd Naval Construction Battalion, in New Guinea. Overseas 22 


| h e took part in the fighting at Milne Bay and Hollandia, New 
| aoe: ae in ane Philippine campaign, as well as the initial occupation 
‘of Japan. Mate Sturdivant holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater ree ae 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Unit Commendation, an 
a Letter of Commendation from the commander of the 7th Fleet. e 
‘served two months with the Army of Occupation of Japan and was honor- 
ably discharged February 12, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
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Radioman 2/c Leon Wesley Cook, son of Ora Taylor and James Henry; 
Taylor, was born April 11, 1920, at Healdton, Oklahoma, moving to Ark 
sas in 1930. He received his education by attending Healdton, Oklahoma; 
Ardmore, Oklahoma; Gruber, Texas; and Butlerville, Arkansas, Public 
Schools, afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the Navy De- 
cember 6, 1940, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and latex 
attended Radio School, Key West, Florida, and Direction Finder’s School, 
Casco Bay, Maine. After training in the United States, he departed for the 
European theater aboard the U.S.8. Maddox, which was sunk by enemy 
aircraft 10 miles off the coast of Gela during the invasion of Sicily, July 
10, 1943. He was reported missing and a year later, July 11, 1944, was 
declared dead. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and is 
survived by his wife, Mrs. Marylee Fecher Cook. 





LEON WESLEY COOK 


Cpl. James J. L. Hall, son of Stella and James Hall, was born in Mt. 
Vernon, Arkansas. He entered the Marine Corps December 11, 1943, and 
received boot training at San Diego, California. He attended Anti-tank 
Gun Crewman School and qualified as gunner and rifle sharpshooter. 
Departing November 12, 1944, for Guam, he remained overseas for a 
year and seven months, participating in one campaign and one battle. 
He was honorably discharged May 7, 1946, at San Diego, California, and 
returned to his home in Searcy, Arkansas. 





JAMES J. L. HALL 


S/Sgt. Bertram Leroy Oliver, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Bertram L. Oliver, 
Sr., was born September 12, 1922, in Searcy, Arkansas. He attended Searcy 
High School, Hendrix College at Conway, and University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry June 10, 1943, he received 
basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, and attended the University of Neb- 
raska for the Army Specialized Training Program. He qualified as 
battalion supply sergeant, pistol sharpshooter, and expert with rifle and 
carbine. After serving more than a year in the United States with Co. C, 
264th Inf., 66th Inf. Division, Sergeant Oliver departed November 15, 1944, 
for England. Overseas nearly a year and a half, he participated in the 
campaigns of Northern France and was wounded on the English Channel 
December 25, 1944. He spent six months with the Army of Occupation 
and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with one Bronze Star, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Purple Heart. After being honorably discharged 
April 20, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, he returned to his home in Searcy. 





BERTRAM L. OLIVER, JR. 


Capt. Donald Bauer Grissom, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Grissom, was 
born March 12, 1919, at Judsonia, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Judsonia High School, from which he graduated in 1935, 
and Draughon’s School of Business, Little Rock. He was cashier, Southern 
National Insurance Co., home office in Little Rock prior to entering the 
Army, Ordnance Department, April 7, 1942. Receiving basic training at 
Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he attended Officer Candidate School at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland, qualifying for ordnance officer. After serving 
21 months in the United States, he departed February 21, 1944, for the 
European theater attached to 129th Ordnance MM Co. Arriving in England 
March 1, 1944, he participated in Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central European campaigns. Captain Grissom was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal and Meritorious Service Unit Plaque and, after serving 
20 months overseas, was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks 
January 15, 1946. He lives in Judsonia, Arkansas. DONALD B. GRISSOM 
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1.—T/Sgt. Horace O. Bradberry, son of Mamie D. 
and James Homer Bradberry, was born July 9, 1919, 
at Floyd, Arkansas. He attended Floyd Grammar 
and High Schools and Beebe Junior Agricultural 
College. A member of the National Guard since 
May 17, 1940, he entered the Army December 23, 
1940, and received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, qualifying as expert rifleman and admin- 
istrative specialist. After completing his training, 
he departed for Seward, Alaska, and served overseas 
more than two years, attached to Hq. 3rd Bn., 1538rd 
Inf., and Hq. 81st I. T. R., I. R.T.C. Sergeant Brad- 
berry participated in the Aleutian Islands campaign 
and was awarded the American Defense Service 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacifie Ser- 
vice Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged August 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, he returned to North Little Rock where he lives 
with his wife, Martha. 


2.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Morris E. Lam- 
mers, son of Celestia 8. and Jeffery Burnard Lam- 
mers of Beebe, was born September 1, 1922, in 
Searcy, Arkansas. He attended high school and 
entered the Navy May 27, 1941, receiving boot 
training at San Diego, California. He attended 
Aviation Machinist’s School in Seattle, Washington, 
specializing as Commando and aviation gunner. He 
served with C.A.S.U. 5 and 6 and departed Novem- 
ber 26, 1941, on the U.S.S. Enterprise for three 
and a half years’ overseas duty. Mate Lammers 
participated in the campaigns of Marshall and Gil- 
bert Islands, Marcus Island, Midway, Guadalcanal, 
Stewart Island, Imperial Reefs, and Santa Cruz 
Island; the Doolittle Tokyo raid and surface battle; 
and the occupation of Talogy. He was awarded 
two Presidential Unit Citations and will remain in 
the service until May 1947. He is married to the 
former Miss Eva Loy, and his home is in Searcy. 


3.—T/Set. John V. Ferguson, son of Luther V. and 
Susie May Ferguson, of England, Arkansas, was 
born at Lonoke, Arkansas, December 14, 1909. After 
completing his education in the Lonoke schools, he 
engaged in farming and also worked with a power 
company in construction work. He enlisted in the 
Air Forces November 5, 1942, and received his basic 
training at Brooks Field, Texas, and later attended 
Armament School at Buckley Field, Colorado. 
Serving in the United States for a year, he de- 
parted for England with his organization, the 354th 
Fighter Group, and took part in the air offensive 
over Europe in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe campaigns. 
Sergeant Ferguson holds the Good Conduct Medal, 
the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
and the Distinguished Unit Badge with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster. He was honorably discharged October 21, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


4.—Cpl. James Trixie Bradberry, son of James 
Homer and Mamie Bradberry of Route 1, Romance, 
Arkansas, was born at Floyd, Arkansas, June 2, 
1925. He attended Floyd High School and Beebe 
Junior Agricultural College before entering the 
Marine Corps September 2, 1943. Corporal Brad- 
berry completed his boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Specialist School at Camp 
Pendleton, California. In January, 1944, he arrived 
with his unit, the 1st Field Artillery Bn. on Guadal- 
canal. Overseas 22 months, he took part in the 
battle for Peleliu in the Palau Islands. Holder of 
the Navy Unit Citation and the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, he was honorably discharged Feb- 
ruary 5, 1946, at Miami, Florida. 


5.—Col. Jack Edward Caldwell, son of James Roy 
and Martha Frances Caldwell of Searcy, Arkansas, 
was born at Colton, California, February 20, 1913, 
the family moving to Searcy in May of that year. 
After attending the Searcy schools and Oklahoma 
A. and M. College, he graduated from West Point 
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Military Academy and was sta' 

Corps at Randolph and Kelly Fields | 
a half before being assigned to the 

Following the Pearl Harbor attack he 
tween Bataan and Mindanao on dangerous me 
missions until ordered out of the area with Gen 
MacArthur. At the close of a short sick leave in 
country he proceeded to England to direct inspect 


of United States airfields in that sector. Colonel 
Caldwell had completed 49 bombing missions over 
Europe when his plane, hit by flak, crashed into 
Dunkirk harbor on April 12, 1944, one wing was 


blown off by an exploding shell. For extraordinary 
heroism and scientific contribution in the field of 
low altitude bombing, this gallant airman had won 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Legion of Merit 
and two Air Medals with three Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. Colo- 
nel Caldwell was buried in Dunkirk, France, April 
14, 1944. He is survived by his family, of Searcy. 


6.—Chief Petty Officer Roy Richard Bouse, son of 
Clyde and Stella Bouse of Cabot, Arkansas, was 
born at Mexico, Missouri, in 1913, and moved with 


his parents to Arkansas in 1920. After completing | 


his education at Cabot High School, he enlisted in 
the Navy on April 21, 1941. Sent to Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, for boot training, he later attended Aviation 
Machinist’s School and in the spring of 1943 was 
sent to the European Theater of Operations for a 
stay of 19 months. A veteran of four and one-half 
years in the Navy, he was returned to this country 
in December, 1944, and was honorably discharged 
September 6, 1945, at Key West, Florida. He and 
his wife, Eva Louise, are the parents of three 
children. 


7.—S/Sgt. Lewis E. Knox, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
A. Knox of Cabot, Arkansas, was born at Austin, 
Arkansas, April 17, 1918. After attending Austin 
High School, he was employed as a contractor and 
in the real estate business until entering the Army 
July 7, 1941. After receiving his basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, he was assigned to the 
Field Artillery and sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, as an 
instructor in the Field Artillery School, where he 
remained for three and one-half years. Arriving in 
France in January, 1945, he saw action in the Arden- 
nes, Rhineland and Central European campaigns 
and then served two months with the Army of 
Occupation in Germany. Overseas nine months, he 
was the recipient of the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars and is classed as expert in 
the use of the rifle and pistol, and also holds the 
Gunner’s Badge. He was honorably discharged Oc- 
tober 18, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He 
and his wife, Maxine, are the parents of one child. 


8.—T/5 Randel E. Bradberry, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Bradberry, was born March 30, 1923, in Floyd, 
Arkansas. He attended Floyd High School, after- 
wards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Medical Corps January 22, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Howze, Texas, qualifying as clerk, 
general, and as marksman. He served in the United 
States for two years and departed January 18, 1945, 
for France. Overseas more than a year, he was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, and two 
Overseas Bars. After being honorably discharged 
April 13, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he 
returned to his home in Romance, Arkansas. 


9.—Cpl. Jeff O’Donnell Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Odus H. Smith, was born June 20, 1924, at Searcy, 
Arkansas. Completing his education by graduating 
from Searcy High School in June 1942, he was 
employed by the Soil Conservation Service until 
entering the Marine Corps January 8, 1943. He 
received boot training at San Diego, qualifying for 
rifle marksmanship February 25, 1943. Departing 
from the United States June 5, 1943, for New Zer- 
land, he was in action at Tarawa, Saipan, and Oki- 
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and the Victory Ribbon and a veteran of eight 
months overseas, he was honorably discharged at 
_ Kennedy General Hospital at Memphis, Tennessee, 
February 21, 1946. He and his wife, the former 
Sherry Jean Wyatt, are the parents of two sons. 
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11.—Cpl. William Hauser Arnold, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Clay Arnold of Searcy, Arkansas, was 
born there on February 11, 1916. Following his 
graduation from Kemper Military Academy he was 
employed as a bank clerk until his entrance into 
military service in December, 1940. Trained at Camp 



























Robinson, he was assigned to the 153rd Infantry and, . 
after two years in continental United States, was 


sent with that unit to the Aleutian Islands where 
he remained for three years. Corporal Arnold _ holds 
the Good Conduct Ribbon, the Pre-Pearl Harbor 
Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged from service at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on August 18, 1945. 


12.—Cpl. Hubert L. Harrell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William L. Harrell, was born October 31, 1921, in 
Beebe, Arkansas. He attended Antioch Primary and 
Floyd High Schools, afterwards being engaged in 
farming. Entering the Aviation Engineers January 
15, 1943, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, qualifying as heavy truck oper- 
ator. He served with the 850th Engineer Aviation 
Battalion and departed May 23, 1943, for Europe, 
remaining overseas for two and a half years and 
participating in the invasion and in the battles of 
the Bulge, Rhine, and Central Germany. Corporal 
Harrell also spent four months with the Army of 
Occupation. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, he returned 
to Beebe, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Alma. 


13.—S/Segt. Elvis Lamar Carter, son of J. W. Carter 
and the iate Ona C-rter of Beebe, Arkansas, was 
born February 6, 1924. He attended Succoro, New 
Mexico High School and was inducted into the Army 
Air Corps February 21, 1943. He received his basic 
training at Las Vegas, New Mexico, and technical 
training at Amarillo, Texas, and Moses Lake, Wash- 
ington. He and his wife, Elvada, have a daughter. 
No further information regarding the service record 
was furnished. 


14.—T/4 Clyde Paul Stewart, son of Myrtle and 
William T. Stewart, was born October 1. 1923, 17 
Higginson, Arkansas. He attended Higginson Gram- 
mar School and Searcy High School, afterwards 
being employed as machinist for Remington Arms, 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, and Arkansas Ordnance 
Plant, Jacksonville, Arkansas. Entering the Army 
March 16, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Hood, Texas, and attended Clerical Army Service 
Forces School at Camp Maxey, Texas, qualifying as 
clerk-typist and carbine marksman. Attached to the 
822nd T.D. Battalion, he departed November 23, 
1944, for the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for 
seven months. He participated in eampaigns of 
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15.—Cpl. Milferd W. Stewart, son of Mrs. Myrtle E. 
Stewart, was born July 6, 1921, at Higginson, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Searcy 
High School and Draughon’s School of Business, 
Little Rock, after which he was employed as ware- 
house clerk. Entering the Army Air Force June 19, 
1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and later attended Glenn L. Martin Co. 
Service Training School, and Army Air Forces 
Technical School of Airplane Mechanics, qualifying 
for airplane and engine mechanic and mail clerk. 
After training, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands 
attached to 372nd Air Engineering Squadron, April 
26, 1943, and to the Asiatic-Pacifie theater May 10, 
1945. He participated in the Aleutian Islands cam- 
paign and ground combat at Iwo Jima. Corporal 
Stewart received Airplane and Engine Mechanics 
Medal November 17, 1942; Expert Carbine Medal 
December 28, 1944; Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon 
with two Bronze Stars, American Theater Ribbon 
and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, December 5, 1945. He 
and his wife, Virginia Lee, live in Searcy, Arkansas, 
with their child. 


16.—1st Lt. Roy Harry Lanz, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adolph Lanz, was born May 8, 1917, at Bon Aqua, 
Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in_ 1918. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Dell, Arkansas, 
High School and Searcy High School. A member of 
the National Guard since June 12, 1939, he entered 
the regular Army (Infantry) December 23, 1940, 
where he served for 20 months and then transferred 
to the Air Corps. He attended Army Pilot Schools, 
qualifying for pilot, C-46 and C-47 planes. Lieuten- 
ant Lanz served in the United States three years 
attached to 153rd Infantry and 439th TCG, depart- 
ing February 15, 1944, for the European theater. 
He was in the campaigns of Normandy, Rome-Arno, 
Southern France, Holland, Central Europe, Arden- 
nes, and Germany, and received Presidential Unit 
Citation, three Air Medals, and seven Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee No- 
vember 11, 1945. He and his wife, Teresa June, live 
in Searcy, Arkansas, with their son. 


17.—S/Sgt. Troy L. Billingsley, son of Louis Billings- 
ley and Elva Cagle Billingsley Adams, was born 
September 23, 1915, at Hardy, Arkansas. After 
completing his education, he was occupied as retail 
automotive service manager. Entering the Army 
Air Corps October 2, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Greenville, Texas, and after attending service 
schools at Seymour Johnson Field and Lynn, Mas- 
sachusetts, he qualified for turbo-super charger 
specialist. He served two years in the United States 
and was then sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
December 25, 1944, where he participated in the 
campaigns at Tinian and Marianas. He received 
rifle and carbine Sharpshooter’s Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Service 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and American Theater 
and World War II Victory Ribbons. Sergeant 
Billingsley was honorably discharged at Camp Chaf- 
fee, December 10, 1945. 


18.—Maj. Elbert Ernest Eubanks, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Tom Eubanks, was born January 23, 1908, 
at Cleveland, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Shirley Elementary and Searcy Public 
Schools, Arkansas State College, and University of 
Arkansas. A member of the National Guard since 
December 3, 1925, he entered the regular Army 
December 23, 1940, and received basic training at 
Camp Robinson. Attached to 153rd_ Infantry, he 
departed from the United States April 22, 1942, and 
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participated in the Aleutian Islands campaign. 
Major Eubanks qualified for sharpshooter March 15, 
1945, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Robinson October 5, 1945, and lives in 
Searcy. 


19.—Pvt. Joe Tom Eubanks, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Tom Eubanks, Sr., was born November 18, 
1925, at Searcy, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Searcy Public Schools. Entering the 
Infantry June 20, 1944, he received basic training 
at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, qualifying for rifleman. 
He was sent to the European theater attached to Co. 
C, 331st Infantry Regt., 83rd Division, on December 
9, 1944. Private Eubanks received Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for M-1 rifle in 1944, and Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge January 15, 1945. He participated in 
the Rhineland and Ardennes campaigns and suffered 
frozen feet January 138, 1945, in Belgium. He 
was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
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1.—Radar Operator 2/c John H. Morris, Jr., son of 
John and Pearl Morris of Searcy, Arkansas, was 
born at Bradford, Arkansas, August 29, 1918. He 
attended Searcy High School and was employed by 
the Federal Compress and Warehouse Company 
until entering the Navy May 11, 1944. After six 
months in this country, he was assigned to trans- 
port duty in the South Pacific area. Overseas 14 
months, he took part in the liberation of the Philip- 
pines and the capture of Okinawa. He was honor- 
ably discharged January 14, 1946, at San Francisco, 
California. He and his wife, Christene, are the 
parents of a daughter, Cecilia Diane. 


2.—Lt. (j. g.) James Bruce Morris, son of John and 
Pearl Morris of Searcy, Arkansas, was born at 
Searcy on May 18, 1924. Educated at Searcy High 
School, he entered the Naval Air Corps as an avi- 
ation cadet September 9, 1942. Upon the completion 
of his flight training and his boot training at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, he became a carrier-based fighter 
pilot and was sent to the Southwest Pacific in De- 
cember, 1944. Lieutenant Morris took part in the 
Okinawa campaign and the air attack against 
Japan and was awarded the Air Medal with one Star. 
He plans to remain in the Navy permanently. He 
and his wife, Alien, have one child. 


3.—Watertender 3/c Thomas Edward Brannon, son 
of Fannie and Author Brannon, was born July 12, 
1921, in Newport, Arkansas. He attended Newport 
School, afterwards being engaged as a truck driver. 
Entering the Navy May 23, 1944, he received boot 
training in Texas, later being stationed at Memphis, 
Tennessee. He departed August 15, 1944, for more 
than a year of overseas duty, participating in two 
campaigns and receiving five acknowledgments of 
active service. After being honorably discharged 
March 15, 1946, at Memphis, he returned to. Newport, 
where he lives with his wife, Jewel Maxine, and their 
children. 


4.—Lt. Col. Raymond C. Morris, son of John and 
Pearl Morris of Searcy, Arkansas, was born at Den- 
mark, Arkansas, November 10, 1913. He attended 
Searcy High School and completed his education 
at Ouachita College. He was company commander 
in the Missouri CCC and was also employed as a 
chemist by the Root Petroleum Company at El 
Dorado. He had been commissioned in the Officer’s 
Reserve Corps upon graduation from Ouachita Col- 
lege and entered active service with the Chemical 
Warfare Service on February 5, 1942. Colonel Mor- 
ris was sent to the Southwest Pacific in March, 
1942, and remained overseas for 40 months. Par- 
ticipating in the East Indies, New Guinea, Southern 
Philippines, and Luzon campaigns, he won the 
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pital, Ft. Sam Houston, September 21, 1 
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20.—M/Sgt. Thomas Dean Eubanks, son 
Mrs. Joe Tom Eubanks, was born Dee: 
1919, at Cleveland, Arkansas. He received his e 
cation by attending Searcy Public Schools a 
Harding College at Searcy. Entering the Ar 
Medical Department, April 21, 1942, he recei 
basic training at Camp Robinson, qualifying 


sergeant major. After serving two years attached 
to 31st Medical Depot Company, he departed March ~ 
31, 1944, for Scotland. Sergeant Eubanks participated — 


in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France 


and the Rhineland, and was awarded the European- — 


African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Arriving 
in the United States July 23, 1945, he received an 
pees discharge at Ft. Benning, Georgia, October 
17, 1945. 
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Bronze Star Medal and the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Star. He will remain in the service 


temporarily. He and his wife, Lita Cele, have one 


child. 


5.—Cpl. Ira Siler is the son of Mirk and Cinda Siler 


of Pleasant Plains, Arkansas, where he was born 
February 14, 1911. He was a salesman after com- 
pleting his education and entered the military ser- 
vice December 30, 1943. Assigned to the Field 
Artillery, he received his basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, and became a member of the 302nd Field 
Artillery Bn. In December, 1944, he was sent to 
the European theater and remained overseas for 14 
months. Corporal Siler took part in the Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, February 6, 1946. He and his wife, Alton, 
have a daughter. 


6.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c A. F. Clark, son of 
Alonzo F. Clark of Route 1, Newport, Arkansas, 
was born at Newport on September 1, 1924. He at- 
tended the Bradford, Newport and Olyphant schools 
and was engaged in saw mill work until entering the 
Navy April 7, 1943. Mate Clark served his boot 
training at Corpus Christi, Texas, and then saw 
almost two and one-half years of service in this 
country before being sent to Japan in September, 
1945. He served four months with the Occupation 
Forces in Japan and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Bremerton, Washington, January 15, 1946. He 
and his wife, Nelwyn, have two children. 


7.—M/Segt. Robert Bruce Wilson, Jr., son of Robert 
Bruce and Grace Greenwood Wilson, was born 
January 26, 1911, at Grand Glaise, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Grand Glaise 
Public Schools and from International Corres- 
pondence Schools. Formerly in the Infantry, March 
22, 1932, to February 28, 1935, in Hawaii, he re- 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps September 29, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Bowman Field, Ken- 
tucky, and qualifying for flight radio operator and 
mechanic. After three months’ service attached to 
1st Troop Carrier Sqdn., he departed from the United 
States January 10, 1943, for Chabua, Assam, India. 
Sergeant Wilson served in the China-Burma-India 
campaigns for over two years. He received the Air 
Crew Member Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, and 
Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the United 
States March 22, 1945, he was discharged at San 
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Bernardino, October 16, 1945. He and his wife, Rosa 
Ethel, live in Bradford, Arkansas. ‘ 


8.—Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Ecil Odell Morris, 
son of John Harvey and Pearl Morris of Searcy, 
Arkansas, was born at Denmark, Arkansas, October 
16, 1916. He attended the Pleasant Plains and 
Searcy High Schools and enlisted in the Regular 
Navy on December 12, 1933. Chief Morris completed 


his boot training at San Diego, California, and then. eee 
attended the Submarine School and the Diesel 


School. In March, 1944, he was sent to the South- 
west Pacific area and saw action in the Philippines, 
the Battle of Java Sea, Midway Island, and Bonins 
Islands. Since his first enlistment he has served a 
total of nine years overseas and is the holder of the 
Army Distinguished Service Badge, the Bronze Star 
Medal, Navy Commendation Ribbon, Good Conduct 


Medal, and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He-- 


was honorably discharged on April 7, 1945, at New 
London, Connecticut. He and his wife, Emogene 
Dale, have one child, Vickey. 


9.—Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate Ted R. Morris, 
son of Harvey and Pearl Morris of Searcy, Arkansas, 
was born at Bradford, Arkansas, February 21, 1906. 
He attended Pleasant Plains High School and en- 
listed in the Coast Guard in October, 1926. Chief 
Morris received his training at New London, Con- 
necticut, and later became a flight engineer. A 
veteran of 15 years of service in this country, he 
spent four years overseas during the war, serving 
in Alaska and at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Holder of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon and 
the Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal, he will re- 
main in the service until eligible for retirement. 


10.—Chief Radioman George Clois Morris, son of 
John and Pearl Morris of Searcy, Arkansas, was 
born at Bradford, Arkansas, October 1, 1920. He 
was educated at Pleasant Plains and Searcy High 
Schools and enlisted in the Regular Navy March 
11, 1938. He completed his boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended the Submarine 
School at New London, Connecticut. Serving with 
the submarine force, Chief Morris was at Pearl 
Harbor at the time of the Japanese attack and later 
took part in the Bougainville, Guadalcanal, and 
Midway campaigns and the Naval battles of the 
Coral Sea, Guadalcanal, and Tassafaronga. In two 
tours of overseas duty, he took part in four sub- 
marine war patrols and saw three years of foreign 
Service. He was commended by the commander-in- 
chief of the Pacific Fleet and is authorized to wear 
the Commendation Ribbon. He is now on active duty 
with the Navy. 


11.—T/4 Leroy Calhoun, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Calhoun was born March 11, 1922, at Searcy, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Searcy High School and entered 
the Infantry December 23, 1940, after serving with 
the National Guard since June 12, 1939. He at- 
tended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School at Camp Robinson, 
qualifying for cook. Attached to 153rd Infantry, he 
departed from the United States April 12, 1942, for 
the Aleutian Islands and served in this theater for 
18 months. He received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Unit Citation, and Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon and was 
honorably discharged at Finner General Hospital, 
Thomasville, Georgia, October 10, 1945, returning 
to Searcy, where he lives with his wife, Edna. 


12.—Ist Lt. Myrrel Hilger, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elvin Dale Hilger of Searcy, Arkansas, was born 
at Judsonia, Arkansas, December 27, 1921. He at- 
tended Searcy High School and Arkansas Tech at 
Russellville before entering the Army Air Corps 
on February 21, 1943. Lieutenant Hilger served his 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and com- 
pleted his flight training at Uvalde, Texas; Waco, 
Texas, and Brooks Field, Texas. He was commis- 
sioned as a pilot and in April, 1945, was sent to 
Chentu, China. Overseas six months, he took part 
in the defense of China and the offensive campaign 
of China, and won the Distinguished Flying Cross, 


ated from Searcy High ‘§ 


flew a total of 133 combat missions and had 780 






ster, and ratio 
was released from active s 1 Marc 
at San Antonio, Texas. He and his wife 
Marianne Robins, have one child. 


13.—T/Sgt. Elvin Dale Hilger, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elvin D. Hilger of Searcy, Arkansas, was born 
Judsonia, Arkansas, December 27, 1919. He gre 
‘in 1937, and 
Capitol City Business College in June, 1940, an 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps on October 15, 
1940, at Little Rock. He served his basic training — 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and attended Arma- 
ment School at Lowry Field, Colorado. He served — 
three tours of overseas duty and saw service in 
China, the South Pacific theater and Italy, serving 
with the 98th, 827th and 875th Bomb Sqdns. He 










combat hours. Overseas a total of 30 months, he 
took part in the Midway, Solomons, Rhineland, Balk- 
ans, European and China air offensives and in the 
defense of China. He holds the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters — 
and the Distinguished Unit Badge. Sergeant Hilger 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, October 2, 1945. He and his wife, Cath- 
erine, have one child. 


14.—T/Sgt. Melvin Edward Whitehurst is the son 
of Marion Odum of Heber Springs, Arkansas, where 
he was born January 24, 1915. He attended the 
Pangburn High School and was an engineer with 
the Soil Conservation Service before entering the 
military service October 2, 1941. Assigned to the 
Air Force, he served his basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and attended Technical School 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi. He became a crew 
chief and served two years in this country with the 
451st Bomb Sqdn. In April, 1943, he was sent to 
England and remained overseas for more than 27 
months. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal and the 
Presidential Unit Citation, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Longview, Texas, August 20, 1945. His 
wife is the former Mabel Walker. 


15.—Cpl. Curtis Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. L. 
Walker of 612 East Park Street, Searcy, Arkansas, 
was born February 14, 1922 in El Paso, Arkansas. 
He is a graduate of Searcy High School and was 
attending Harding College at Searcy when he was 
inducted into the Army Air Corps, October 1, 1942. 
No further details were furnished of the service 
record of Corporal Walker. 


16.—Pfc. Lonnie L. Washam, son of Mrs. Ethel 
Washam, was born December 11, 1919. He received 
his education by attending Bald Knob High School, 
after which he was employed by Oklahoma Sash 
and Door Company. Entering the Infantry June 5, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas. After training in the United States, he de- 
parted December 28, 1943, attached to Co. H, 338th 
Infantry, for Casablanca, North Africa. Private 
Washam was in action against the enemy at the 
battle of Cassino, Italy. He qualified for rifleman, 
machine gunner, and ammunition bearer and among 
other decorations, was awarded one Bronze Star. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, No- 
vember 8, 1945. 


17.—Specialist Photographer 2/c Guy T. Knox, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Knox, was born January 
20, 1910, at Searcy, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Searcy High School, after which 
he was engaged in accounting and as manager of 
the U. S. Employment Service at Batesville for 
four years before entering the Navy March 17, 1944. 
He received boot training at San Diego, and later 
attended Navy Photo School, San Francisco, quali- 
fying for official V-Mail photographer. After 
serving one year attached to Navy Post Office, San 
Francisco, he was sent to Guam where he remained 
for eight months. He received the American Thea- 
ter, World War II Victory, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at 
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r, the American Theater Ribbon, the Good 
, the Am , the Goo 
ict Medal, Expert Marksmanship Medals (pistol 
1 su ‘machine gun) and Sharpshooter’s Medal 
ifle) ~He was honorably discharged on June 17, 
, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to 
Searcy where he resides with his wife, Mildred, and 
= their child. “ 


19.—Ist/Sgt. Robert L. Knox, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Knox, was born at Searcy, Arkansas, 
June 10, 1915. He attended high school at Searcy 
and afterward was employed at a service station, the 
Federal Compress Company and the Arkansas State 
Highway Department. Entering the Army on De- 
cember 28, 1940, after having been a member of 
the National Guard for nine years, he attended 
Motor Vehicle and Administration Schools, and 
served with the 153rd Infantry, the 383rd Infantry, 
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—S/Sgt. Allen Baker, son of Maude Viola and 
William Allen Baker, was born June 21, 1917, at 
Batesville, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Batesville High School, after which he 
was employed as a cooper. Entering the Infantry 
September 17, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Infantry 
Weapons Service Schools, qualifying in the use of 
all infantry weapons as sharpshooter and better. 
After serving two years at Camp Butner, North 
Carolina, attached to 78th Infantry Division, he 
departed October 14, 1944, for England, attached 
to Co. L, 311th Infantry. Sergeant Baker par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of the Rhineland, Arden- 
nes, and Central Europe and was wounded in action 
twice. He was awarded the Infantryman’s Combat 
Badge, Purple Heart and Cluster, Silver Star Medal, 
and Good Conduct Medal. After serving four months 
with the Army of Occupation, he was discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, October 19, 1945. He and his 
wife, Margaret, are the parents of one child. 


2.—T/5 Robert Lee Durham, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James William Durham, was_ born September 9, 
1924, at Bradford, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
eation by attending Bradford High School, after 
which he was engaged in farming. Entering the 
Corps of Engineers September 1, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 
by attending Motor School at Ft. Crook, Nebraska, 
qualified in electric welding. After serving over 
seven months he was sent to the European theater 
April 7, 1944, attached to 788th Eng. Pet. Dist. Co. 
He participated in_the campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe, 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Meritori- 
ous Service Unit Citations, and four Battle Stars. 
After serving 18 months overseas, he was discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, November 1, 1945. He and his 
wife, Frances Irene, live in Bradford, Arkansas, 


with their child. 


—Seaman 1/c Kermit A. Patterson, son of Lois 
M. and Alex Patterson, was born July 27, 1925, at 
Ward, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Ward and Beebe, Arkansas, Public Schools, 
after which he was engaged in farming and em- 
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20.—S/Sgt. James Robert DuBose, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. L. DuBose of Marked Tree, Arkansas, was 
born at Leslie, Arkansas, February 18, 1910. After 
attending high school at McRae and Beebe, he was 
employed by Kroger’s at Searcy until entering the 
Army March 28, 1934, Sent to Ft. Riley, Kansas, 
for basic training and, subsequently to Cooks’ and 
Bakers’ School there, he qualified as a cook and 
mess sergeant, spending six years in the me- 
chanized cavalry before being assigned to the 6th 
Armored Division. Landing with his outfit on the 
Western front in the spring of 1944, he took part 
in major engagements in Normandy, the Ardennes, 
Central Europe and the Rhineland. Sergeant Du- 
Bose has demonstrated expert use of the machine 
gun, sub-machine gun, rifle, carbine and pistol, hold- 
ing in addition to these medals, the Pre-Pearl Har- 
bor Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars. He 
was honorably discharged September 23, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, 
Martha, have two children. 
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ployed by Arkansas Ordnance Plant. Entering the 
Naval Gonstruction Battalion July 18, 1944, he 
received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia. 
After training in the United States 10 months, Sea- 
man Patterson departed May 24, 1945, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater, serving at Okinawa. He 
qualified for sharpshooter and was awarded one 
Battle Star and Asiatic-Pacific Theater and Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbons. He was honorably discharged 
February 5, 1946. 


4,—Junior Engineer Thomas E. Baker, son of Maude 
Viola and William Allen Baker, was born August 1, 
1927, at Jackson, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas 
September 10, 1927. He received his education by 
attending Bradford High School, afterwards en- 
listing in the Merchant Marines June 15, 1944. He 
received boot training at Catalina Island, Califor- 
nia, qualifying for marine oiler. He served in the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Middle East campaigns and 
while aboard the U.S.S. Montauk Point participated 
in the battle of Okinawa. The ship was awarded 
Gallant Ship Citation. Returning to the United 
States June 15, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at New Orleans June 20, 1945. He was drafted into 
the Army September, 1945, and is now stationed 
at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. 


5.—Pfe. Wilburn William Pearce, son of John Wil- 
liam and Anna Belle Pearce, was born May 2, 1916, 
at Paragould, Arkansas. Receiving his education by 
attending Paragould Grade School, Madison, Illinois, 
Grade and High School, and St. Louis University, 
he was afterwards employed in the accounting 
department of General Steel Casting Co., Granite 
City, Illinois. Entering the Infantry August 9, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, 
qualifying for rifle sharpshooter and expert machine 
gunner. After serving nine months he departed in 
May, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater and in 
the campaign in New Guinea received wounds in 
action resulting in his death September 10, 1944. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, posthumously. 
Private Pearce, in addition to his parents, 1S also 
survived by his wife, Alfrieda Ollie, and their 
child. He is buried in the Military Cemetery in Biak. 
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Cook 1/c James Aubrey Lassiter, son 
+P. and Etta Lassiter, was born April 16, 
t Almond, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
tion by attending Bald Knob High School, after 
_ which he was employed by J. Collison Company. 
Entering the Navy April 18, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, later attending Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School at San Diego, where he qualified 
for cook. Departing from the United States Decem- 
ber 3, 1944, for the South Pacific theater, he par- 
ticipated in the invasion of Okinawa. He went 
aboard a mine sweeper six days before D-day and 
remained for 30 days. He also served aboard the 
U.S.S. Salamonie and the U.S.S. Richard W. Susens. 
He received the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with one Star, and Victory Ribbon, 
and was honorably discharged at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, December 12, 1945. He and his wife, Gladys 
Mae, live in Bald Knob with their children. 



























8.—Pfc. Douglas R. Baker, son of Maude Viola and 
William Allen Baker, was born February 25, 1920, 
at Batesville, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Batesville Grammar School and Central 
Junior High Schools in Granite City, Illinois. He 
entered the Infantry May 10, 1944, receiving basic 
training at Camp Hood, Texas, and qualifying as 
anti-tank gunner, rifleman, bazooka man, and BAR 
commander. He departed from the United States 
October 11, 1944, for Italy, where he participated 
in the European-African-Middle Eastern, North 
Apennines and Po Valley campaigns. Private Baker 
was wounded in action and was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Medal, and World War II 
Victory Ribbon. He also received the Infantryman’s 
Combat Badge and Rifle Marksmanship and Expert 
Anti-tank Medals. He was honorably discharged 
November 7, 1945, at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
He and his wife, Louise, are the parents of two 
children. 


9.—Seaman 1/c Willie Harmon, son of Etta Mae 
and James Edward Harmon, was born January ay 
1926, in Salado, Arkansas. Entering the Navy March 
16, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California. He departed April 26, 1944, for Pearl 
Harbor and remained overseas for two years. He 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged May 7, 
1946, in Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Bradford, Arkansas. 


10.—Cpl. Herbert Lee Harmon, son of Etta Mae and 
ee eaward Harmon, was born April 20, 1920, 
in Salado, Arkansas. Entering the Field Artillery 
March 3, 1942, at Camp Roberts, California, he re- 
- ceived basic training at Camp Roberts. Attached to 
191st F. A. Battalion, he served for two years in 
the United States and participated in seven cam- 
paigns overseas, being wounded in action in Ger- 
many. He was awarded the Purple Heart and was 
honorably discharged November 14, 1945, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He lives in Bradford, Arkansas. 


—Cpl. Edward Harmon, son of Etta Mae and 
3 E fapiion: was_ born September 23, 1917, 4 
Salado, Arkansas. Entering the Army mene 3, 
1942, at Camp Roberts, California, he received ee 
training at Camp Roberts and was attached to ae 
tery Hq. 947. Corporal Harmon served for 2 








12.—Cpl. Dale Hayden Stafford, son of Anna Mae 

Ree: bos John W. Stafford, was born September 17, 1923, 
at Fitzhugh, Arkansas. He attended Bradford High 
School. Entering the Marine Corps June 28, 1941, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as machine gunner and noncommissioned 
officer. Attached to M Co., 3rd Bn., 8th Regt., 2nd 
Division, he departed January 6, 1942, for Samoa, 
and remained overseas for two and a half years. 
Corporal Stafford participated in the campaigns of 
Guadalcanal and Saipan and served for 10 months 
in the occupation of Samoa. He died from wounds 
received on Saipan. He was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart _and Presidential and Unit Cita- 
tions. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
Bradford, Arkansas. : 


13.—Pfe. Francis Alvin Dunn, son of Zola Bell and 
Thomas Fred Dunn, was born February 10, 1919, in 
Union Hill, Arkansas. He attended Bradford High 
School, afterwards being employed at the U. S. Rub- 
ber Co., Detroit, Michigan. Entering the Marine 
Corps February 10, 1943, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California. He departed December 6, 
1943, for Gaudalcanal, and remained overseas for 
nearly two years, participating in the campaigns 
of Guam and Iwo Jima. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 4, 1945, at San Diego, California, 
he returned to Bradford, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Pauline, and their child. 


14.—T/Sgt. Elmer Elden Cannon, son of James S. 
and Winnie M. Cannon, was born September 15, 1920, 
at Delaplaine, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Bradford High School, afterwards be- 
ing employed in railroad and farm work. Enlisting 
in the Army Air Forces December 23, 1941, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
qualifying as airplane maintenance technician. After 
five months’ training, he was sent to India attached 
to 95th Bomb. Sqdn., May 15, 1942, and was in the 
China-Burma-India campaigns for three years. Ser- 
geant Cannon received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and two Bronze Stars, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, July 2, 1945. 


15.—Pfe. Arvis Olen Cannon, son of James Samuel 
and Winnie M. Cannon, was born at Delaplaine, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending Brad- 
ford High School, after which he was employed by 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad for eight years. En- 
listing in the Infantry June 15, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, spe- 
cializing as railroad section foreman. After train- 
ing for over 10 months, he departed from the United 
States attached to 759th Railway Operating Bn., 
for the European Theater of Operations. He served 
overseas for more than three years and was wounded 
in action. He qualified as 60 MM mortar expert, 
rifle marksman, and .45 caliber pistol expert. Pri- 
vate Cannon received the European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Unit Citation. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, July 8, 1945. He 
and his wife, Mabel, live in Bradford, Arkansas, 
with their children. 


-16.—Seaman 1/c Wilbur Odis Dobbins, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Harold Dobbins of Searcy, Arkan- 
sas, was born in that city June 4, 1918. After at- 
tending Smyrna Elementary | School and Searcy 
High School he was engaged in farming and bank- 
ing until he entered service with the Naval Reserve 
on March 17, 1944, and was sent to San Diego for 
boot training. Seaman Dobbins served 14 months 
with the Carrier Aircraft Service, Unit No. 7. He 
was honorably discharged May 25, 1945, at Seattle, 


Washington. 
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17.—Seaman 1/c Woodrow Wilson Cofer, son of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. H. V. Cofer, was born October 
2, 1912, in White County, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending White County Public 
Schools. He entered the Navy November 5, 1943, 
receiving boot training at San Diego, California. 
After serving in the United States six months, he 
departed in March, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater where he was in action at Saipan, Palau 
Islands, and Okinawa. Returning to the United 
States in July, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at San Diego, September 18, 1945. He and his wife, 
ee live in Searcy, Arkansas, with their chil- 
ren. 


18.—Seaman 2/c¢ George Edwin Dobbins is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Harold Dobbins of Searcy, 
Arkansas, where he was born March 7, 1914. He 
attended Smrna (Arkansas) Elementary School and 
prior to his induction into the service had worked 
as a farmer, truck driver, grocer and mechanic. 
Entering the Naval Reserve April 18, 1944, he was 
sent to San Diego, California, for boot training and 
subsequently assigned to the Amphibious Landing 
Forces. After a year based in continental United 
States, he was sent to Pearl Harbor, remaining 
there four months. Seaman Dobbins was honorably 
discharged at the United States Naval Hospital, 
Dublin, Georgia, and has returned to Searcy. His 
wife is the former Miss Gladys Wilkerson. 
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1.—A. D. Thomason, son of Mr. and Mrs. V. M. 
Thomason of Bald Knob, Arkansas. No details re- 
garding his service record were furnished. 


2.—Cpl. Eugene F. Jones, son of Mrs. Ada J. Jones, 
was born February 23, 1925, at Bradford, Arkansas. 
He attended Bald Knob High School, afterwards 
being employed as aircraft riveter for Chrysler 
Corporation in Detroit, Michigan. Entering the 
Marine Corps November 6, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Naval Aviation Training School at Norman, Okla- 
homa, qualifying as aviation ordnanceman and 
marksman and in Marine aviation. Attached to the 
9th Marine Air Wing, he served for a year and 
nine months in the United States before departing 
September 15, 1945, for Peleliu, where he remained 
for 10 months. Corporal Jones was awarded Amer- 
ican Theater, Asiatic-Pacific, and Victory Ribbons. 
After being honorably discharged July 28, 1946, at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, he returned to Bald Knob, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Beulah. 


3.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c Alvin Guy Bland, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Bland of Ward, Arkansas, 
was born April 26, 1920, in Lonoke County. He 
attended Beebe Public School, afterwards being en- 
gaged in farming. Entering the Navy May 11, 1944, 
he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho. Mate 
Bland departed from the United States August 14, 
1944, for New Guinea, and participated in cam- 
paigns in the Asiatic-Pacific during more than a year 
and a nhalf’s service overseas. After receiving an 
honorable discharge March 18, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Beebe, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Cletus, and their child. 


4.—Pfe. William M. Thomason, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
V. M. Thomason of Bald Knob, Arkansas, was born 
February 15, 1919. After receiving his education 
in the White County Public Schools he volunteered 
for service February 1, 1941, and was assigned to 
the Infantry. He received his basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands, where he served 32 months before being 
returned to the United States. (Date of discharge 
not furnished.) 


5.—Sgt. Raymond W. Jones, son of Mrs. Ada Jean- 
ette Jones, was born November 1, 1922, at Judsonia, 


was killed in action in Normandy, France, July | 
1944. He is survived by his parents, who live 
Bradford, Arkansas. 


20.—Cpl. James C. Taylor, son of the late Henry — 


and Emma Taylor, was born at Thida, Arkansas, 
August 11, 1919. He received his education by at- 
tending Bradford, Arkansas High School. Entering 
the Marine Corps August 17, 1942, he received boot 
training at San Diego, qualifying for mechanic. 
After 10 months’ training he departed from the 
United States February 20, 1943, attached to 2nd 
Anti-tank Bn., for New Zealand. Corporal Taylor 
served for over two years in the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater and participated in two major battles and 
served with the 5th Marine Division in the oceupa- 
tion of Japan. He was honorably discharged at San 
Diego November 13, 1945. He and his wife, Bertie, 
live in Bradford, Arkansas, with their children. 
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Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Bald Knob Public School, after which he was em- 
ployed by Kroger Grocery and Baking Company for 
one year. Entering the Army Air Force February 4, 
1943, he received basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks. By attending Administrative Technical 
Clerks’ School Hammer Field, California, he quali- 
fied for administrative clerk. After serving nine 
months attached to 1st Fighter Control Sqdn., he 
departed October 28, 1943, for the South Pacific, 
landing in Australia December 7, 1943. Sergeant 
Jones participated in the campaigns of New Guinea, 
Dutch East Indies, Southern Philippines, and North- 
ern Luzon, and was wounded in action November 
11, 1943. He was awarded the Purple Heart and 
Good Conduct Medal and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, December 1, 1945. 


6.—Pvt. Clarence Woodrow Pruitt, son of Charles 
A. and Edith Pruitt, was born April 29, 1914, at 
Judsonia, Arkansas. He attended Beebe Grammar 
School, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Entering the Infantry December 28, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. After 
training in the United States, he departed May 20, 
1943, for New Hebrides. He landed on Bougainville 
November 17, 1943, and in a counter-attack he was 
wounded March 9, which resulted in his death on 
March 13, 1944. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart, and is survived by his wife, Lillie 
Belle, and two sons. 


7.—Pfc. James H. Bishop, son of Mrs. John L. 
Bishop of Bald Knob, Arkansas, and the late Mr. 
Bishop, was born March 18, 1869, in Georgia, moving 
to Arkansas in 1919. He attended McRae, Arkansas, 
Schools. Entering the Infantry September 16, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Ar- 
kansas, and attended Truck Drivers’ School. He 
departed June 16, 1944, for France, and remained 
overseas for a year and a half, participating in 
campaigns of St. Lo, Southern France, and Northern 
France. He was wounded in action twice and was 
awarded the Purple Heart, European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon, three Battle Stars, and Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. After being honorably discharged 
December 20, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
he returned to McRae, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Minnie, and their five children. 
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8.—Petty Officer, Almas H. Thomason, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. V. M. Thomason of Bald Knob, Arkansas, 
was born February 11, 1924. After receiving his 
education in the Public Schools of White County 
he volunteered for service in the Navy October 15, 
1942. Receiving his boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, he was stationed in New York, later being 
shipped overseas to the Southwest Pacific theater. 
(His discharge date was not furnished.) 


9.—S/Sgt. Charles F. Jones, son of Mrs. Ada J. 
Jones, was born June 6, 1920, at Grand Glaise, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending Bald 
Knob High School, afterwards being employed in 
a foundry at Benton Harbor, Michigan. Entering 
the Infantry July 5, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, qualifying for 60 MM mor- 
tar section leader. After training six months at- 
tached to 77th Infantry Division, he departed De- 
cember 27, 1944, for the Philippines. He was in 
action at Leyte and Okinawa and spent 74 days 
with the Army of Occupation at Hokkiado, Japan. 
Sergeant Jones was awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, two Campaign Stars, and Bronze Arrow- 
head. He and his wife, Minerva Evalee, live in Jud- 
sonia, Arkansas, with their children. 


10.—Pfc. Thomas Earl Jones, son of Ada Jennett 
Jones of 66 South 3rd Street, Banning, California, 
was born at Grand Glaise, Arkansas, and attended 
Bald Knob High School. He was employed as a shoe 
repairman until entering the Marine Corps April 18, 
1944. After completing his boot training at Camp 
Pendleton, California, he served at Camp Pendle- 
ton for the remainder of his 22 months of service 
with the Marines. Private Jones won the Infantry 
Award and the Marksman and Sharpshooter’s Med- 
als for the rifle, and also is the holder of the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, and the World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Pendleton February 5, 1946. He and his wife, Delma, 
are the parents of two children. 


11.—Seaman Woodrow Lee Scarborough, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. B. Searborough of Bald Knob, Arkan- 
sas, was born October 19, 1917. He attended Bald 
Knob Public Schools and was engaged in farming 
for a while. He entered the CCC’s for two years. 
Seaman Scarborough volunteered for the Navy Oc- 
tober 10, 1939, and received his boot training at 
Norfolk, Virginia. He was stationed there for three 
years before leaving the United States. He sailed 
to Africa and Spain and returned to Norfolk. He 
was out of the United States for four years. No 
further details regarding the service record of Sea- 
man Scarborough were furnished. 


12.—T/4 Billy M. House, son of Mrs. Hattie M. 
House, was born August 13, 1924, at Bald Knob, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Bald Knob High School. Entering’ the Army, Com- 
bat Engineers, June 8, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Abbott, Oregon, qualifying for bridge 
carpenter. After training almost seven months, he 
was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater, landing on 
New Zealand January 18, 1944. He was in the cam- 
paign on Luzon and spent about three months with 
the Army of Occupation. He was awarded World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon and one Bronze Service Star, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star. 
Sergeant House was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 27, 1946. 


13.—Seaman Truman Dean Cox, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. C. Cox of Stephens, Arkansas, was born Septem- 
ber 28, 1919. He attended Bald Knob Public Schools 
and was employed in Illinois in the oil fields. after 
finishing his education. Seaman Cox entered the 
Navy June 7, 1943, and received his boot training 
at San Diego, California, and was then transferred 
to Treasure Island. His wife is Gladys Cox. No 
further details regarding the service record of Sea- 
man Cox were furnished. 
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fornia. By attending service schoo 
as forward observer and noncommissione 
After training in the United States, he was sent 
Guadalcanal December 3, 1942, participating in| 
tion at Bougainville, Saipan, and Guam. He 
twice wounded in action. Corporal Goff qualif 
as infantry rifle expert, mortar expert, and pis 
marksman. He was awarded two Purple Hearts, 
one Bronze Star, Unit Citation, and Letter of Com- 
mendation, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Pendleton, San Diego, October 1, 1945. He and his 
wife, Lillian Margaret, live in Heber Springs with 
their child. 


15.—Seaman 1/c John Calvin Goff, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eddie Don Goff, was born at Pangburn, Arkan- 
sas, January 1, 1920. He received his education by 
attending Bald Knob Public Schools, after which he 
was engaged in the plumbing business. Entering 
the Navy May 10, 1944, he received boot training 
at Farragut, Idaho, and attended Gunner’s School, 
where he qualified for armed guard. He departed 
from the United States September 18, 1944, for the 
South Pacific and participated in one major battle. 
Mate Goff received one Battle Star, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at San Francisco August 6, 1945. He and 
his wife, Lorene, live in Russellville, Arkansas, with 
their children. 


16.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Kenneth Troy Miller, son 
of Mrs. Silvians Cordell Miller, was born at Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. After completing his education, 
he entered the Navy October 27, 1942, receiving boot 
training at San Diego, and attending Storekeeper 
and Firefighting Schools. Mate Miller participated 
in action at Kiska, Gilbert Islands, Saipan, Guam, 
New Guinea, and Leyte. After serving overseas two 
years, he received an honorable discharge at Mem- 
phis, November 18, 1945. He and his wife, Martha 
Eulela, live in Bald Knob with their child. 


17.—Seaman 1/c William F. Mulvaney, son of Spar- 
rel Barney and Stella May Mulvaney, was_ born 
October 26, 1923, at Bradford, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Bradford High 
School, after which he was occupied on the farm 
with his parents until enlisting in the Navy when 
17 years old. Entering the Navy August ‘14, 1941, 
he received boot training at San Diego, qualifying 
as pipefitter. Seaman Mulvaney served four years, 
reenlisting in 1945 for further service. 


| 


18.—S/Sgt. Vernon Lee Mulvaney, son of Sparrel 
B. and Stella M. Mulvaney, was born October 29, 
1910, at Nevada, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 
1915. He received his education by attending Brad- 
ford Public Schools, afterwards being employed by 
the Western Union Company, Arkansas Power and 
Light Co., and Missouri Pacific Railroad. Entering 
the Army Air Forces April 20, 1942, he received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Tyndall 
Field, Florida. Attending school for Aerial Gunnery 
at Tyndall Field, he qualified for turret gunner. 
Attached to 8th Air Force, 385th Bomb Sqdn. 
Group, he departed from the United States August 
20, 1942, for the European theater. He flew seven 
combat missions in B17 heavy bombers, participating 
in five major battles, after which he was taken 
prisoner of war and was interned 18 months in a 
German prison camp in Austria. Sergeant Mulvaney 
was awarded the Air Medal, two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Presidential Citation, Good Conduct Medal, Overseas 
Ribbons, and one Bronze Star. He received an 
mye discharge at San Antonio, Texas, October 
7, 1945. 


19.—Cpl. Ned Wilson Mulvaney was the son of S. B. 
and Stella May Mulvaney of Bradford, Arkansas. 
He was born at Fulton, Missouri, November 21. 
1914, and moved to Arkansas with his family in 
1915. Educated in the Bradford schools, he entered 
military service with the Regular Army in August, 
1939, at Little Rock, and served his basic training 
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4 Mario Loyd Fraser, son of Euna and Delphia 
ser, was born April 28, 1917, in McCrory, Arkan- 


sas. He attended Hickory Ridge, Heber Springs, 


Bradford and West Point Schools. Entering the 
Army December 28, 1942, he received basic training 


at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and attended Commercial 


Trades School at Bloomington, Illinois, specializing 
in refrigeration. After serving in the United States 
for 10 months with the 279th Refrigeration Com- 
pany, he departed October 12, 1948, for England, 
and remained overseas nearly two years. He par- 


ticipated in campaigns of Normandy, Northern 


France, Rhineland, and Central Europe and the 
Battle of the Bulge and also spent three months with 
the Army of Occupation. After being honorably 
discharged October 17, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
he returned to Searcy, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Bonnie Lee, and their children. 


2.—Pvt. George Carl Norman, son of Rev. and Mrs. 
George W. Norman, was born February 14, 1912, 
at Rosebud, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending elementary and _ high school, after 
which he was employed as clerk, business manager 
and salesman. Entering the Army December 3, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Abilene, 
Texas, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying for meat cutter. After training, he de- 
parted from the United States July 26, 1944, ar- 
riving. in the European theater August 6, 1944. He 
participated in the Battle of the Bulge and the 
Rhineland, Central European, and Ardennes cam- 
paigns. He was taken prisoner December 17, 1944, 
‘and was interned at Stalag 9B near Frankfort on 
the Maine, Germany, until released by a unit of 
the 2nd Cavalry, 3rd Army, April 2, 1945. Private 
Norman was awarded the Medical Badge, Victory 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and European- 
African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Bronze 
Stars. Discharged November 29, 1945, at Wm. Beau- 
mont General Hospital, El Paso, he returned to 


“Searcy, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Ruby. 


3.—Set. Harvy A. Robins is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. A¢*Robins of Ash Flat, Arkansas, where 
he was born February 8, 1920. He attended the 
Ash Flat High School, Harding College and the 
Darr School of Aeronautics before entering the 
Army Air Forces October 5, 1942. Sergeant Robins 
received his basic training at Stuttgart, Arkansas, 
and became an airplane crew chief. After over two 
years in this country, he was sent to the China- 
Burma-India theater and saw action in the Central 
Burma campaign during his nine months of over- 
seas service. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, January 15, 1946. His wife is Glendyne 
Robins. 


4.—Set. Carroll Anson Fraser, son of Euna Lee and 
Delphia Monroe Fraser, was born August 31, 1922, 
in Bradford, Arkansas. He attended West Point 
School and Searcy High School. Entering the Army 
Air Ground Force November 8, 1942, he received 
basic training at Waco, Texas, qualifying as mail 
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1 he was ie atta ed 
to Paratrooper Co. B, 505th Infantry. He saw action 
in Africa, aly, and Sicily and participated in the 
invasion of France, entering Normandy on_ D-Day. 
After fighting through Normandy and Northern 
France, Sergeant Mulvaney was killed in action in 
the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium January 5, 1945. 
Among other decorations, he was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart and five Battle Stars. 
He is survived by his wife, Margaret, in addition to 
his parents, who live in Bradford, Arkansas. 
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clerk. After serving in the United States for 21 
months with the 468th B.F.T.S. in Waco, Sergeant 
Fraser departed August 4, 1944, for New Guinea, 
and remained overseas for a year and four months. 
He participated in the campaigns of New Guinea, 
the Asiatic-Pacific, Southern Philippine Islands, and 
Luzon, and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged December 21, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Beebe, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Evelyn. 


5.—T/4 William H. McEuen, son of William Lee 
and Florence Christene McEuen, was born Septem- 
ber 2, 1913, in White County, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Searcy Public 
Schools, after which he was employed as cleaner 
and presser. Entering the Army Air Corps Novem- 
ber 17, 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, later attending Chemical Warfare and 
Medical Technician Schools, where he qualified for 
medical technician. Departing from the United 
States June 9, 1944, for the South Pacific, Sergeant 
McEuen participated in the Northern Solomons, 
Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Southern Phil- 
ippines, Luzon, and Western Pacific campaigns. He 
was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star and one 
Bronze Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Dis- 
tinguished Unit Badge, and Air Crew Badge. He 
was discharged at Camp Chaffee January 2, 1946, 
returning to Kensett, where he lives with his wife, 
Ara Ann. 


—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Wilburn Marshall Rut- 
ledge, son of Daniel Diece and Leslie Iona Rutledge, 
was born December 13, 1917, at Newport, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Batesville 
High School, afterwards being employed by Arkan- 
sas Power and Light Co. Entering the Naval Re- 
serve November 10, 1942, he received boot training 
at Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island, later 
attending Lubrication and Gunnery School. He qua- 
lified as expert rifleman. Attached to 52nd Naval 
Construction Bn., he departed from the United 
States February 12, 1943, for Dutch Harbor and 
Adak, Aleutian Islands, and served in that theater 
for over two years. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Memphis, November 10, 1945. He and 
his wife, Winnie Fae, live in Batesville, Arkansas, 
with their child. 


—S/Szt. John L. Cox, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. A. 
Cox, was born at Searcy, Arkansas, April 1, 1917. 
He received his education by attending Searcy High 
School, afterwards being employed as funeral di- 
rector for the J. Rudolph Chandler Funeral Home 
in Searcy. Entering the Army, 204th Q. M. Bn., 
May 15, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. 
Warren, later receiving seven months’ desert train- 
ing in California. He specialized as mess sergeant. 
After eight months’ service in the United States, 
he departed March 4, 1948, for North Africa, and 
participated in the Naples- Foggia, Rome- Arno, 
Northern Apennines, and Po Valley campaigns. Ser- 
geant Cox was awarded four Bronze Stars and 
received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
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rey High School. Enlisting November 
Quartermaster Hospital Train Unit, he 
ved basic training at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa, 
alizing as cook and motor sergeant, and quali- 
~as -expert with sidearms. Attached to 6th 
., he was sent to Hawaii June 15, 1942, where 
mained for almost 17 months. He was honor- 
ly discharged at Ft. Lewis, Washington, Septem- 
ber 24, 1945, returning to Searcy, where he lives 
with his wife, Elizabeth, and their child. 


10.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Charles O. Thornton, son 
_ of Mr. and Mrs. Charles James Thornton, was born 
_April 8, 1921, at McRae, Arkansas. He received 

his education by attending Kensett High School, 

after which he was employed as butcher in Kensett, 

and as millwright at Arkansas Ordnance Plant, 
_ Jacksonville, Arkansas. Entering the Navy March 
17, 1944, he received boot training at Naval Train- 
ing Station, San Diego, and by attending Ma- 
chinist’s Mate School qualified for machinist’s mate. 
After eight months’ training, he departed from 
the United States October 21, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater, where he participated in the cam- 
paigns of Luzon, Philippines, Okinawa, and Ryukyus. 
He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon with 
one Star, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He 
received an honorable discharge at Memphis, Janu- 
ary 138, 1946. He and his wife, Helen Marie, live 
in Kensett, Arkansas, with their child. . 


11.—T/5 Earl D. Robison is the son of Thomas 
Gaston Robison of McRae, Arkansas, where he was 
born November 5, 1910. After his graduation from 
McRae High School he served as chief clerk for 
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration in 
White County and as county administrator for that 
agency in Sharp County. Inducted into military 
service February 5, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, remaining in this country i 
months. Specially qualified as telephone lineman 
and radio operator, he was attached to the 502nd 
Signal Regiment, Separate Searchlight Battalion, 
351st Coast Artillery, and sent to Oran, Africa, in 
January, 1943, participating subsequently in the 
Tunisian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno and Apen- 
nines campaigns. He wears the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars. He was honorably discharged July 18, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


















12.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Oscar J. Fairfield, son of 
Mrs. Leona Van Hoose, was born at Heber Springs, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Searcy High School, after which he was engaged 
in farming. Entering the Navy in 1942, he received 
boot training at San Diego. After completing his 
training he went to sea October 5, 1942, and was 
in foreign service over two years. He was wounded 
while in service and was honorably discharged at 
Norfolk, Virginia, July 1, 1945. He now lives in 
Brooklyn, New York, with his wife and child. 


13.—Pvt. James F. Fairfield, son of Mrs. Leona 
Van Hoose of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, was born 
at Heber Springs, Arkansas. He attended the Heber 
Springs schools and the Searcy Trade School and 
was a member of the CCC and a truck driver until 
entering the Army Air Corps June 22, 1943. Private 
Fairfield served his basic training period at Kearns, 
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14.—Pfe. Jason S. Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs 
Johnie Egbert Taylor, was born January 6, 1924, 
at Holly Springs, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Augusta, Kensett, and Bryant 
High Schools, afterwards being employed at Arkan- 
sas Ordnance Plant, Jacksonville. Entering the In- 
fantry February 5, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp McCain, Mississippi. He attended Voice 
Radio Service School and specialized as messenger. 
Attached to 87th Infantry Division, he departed 
from the United States May 2, 1944, for France 
and England and participated in the invasion of 
Normandy and Northern France. Private Taylor 
qualified as marksman with M-1 rifle, carbine, pistol 
and 57 MM anti-tank gun. He was wounded near 
St. Lo, France, and was awarded the Purple Heart, 
European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, 
and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He was dis- 
charged at Welch Convalescent Hospital, Daytonia 
Beach, Florida, June 20, 1945, returning to Kensett, 
where he lives with his wife, Ola Mae. 


15.—Seaman 1/ce Winston Ray Robertson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Reace Robertson, was born at Heber 
Springs, Arkansas, March 12, 1911. He received 
his education by attending Heber Springs High 
School, afterwards being employed as brick mason. 
He entered the Navy May 5, 1944, receiving boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, and by attending Ser- 
vice School at Seattle, qualified for carpenter’s mate. 
Departing from the United States November 25, 
1944, he served 14 months in the South Pacific area 
aboard the U.S.S. ‘Napa, participating in the invasion 
of Iwo Jima. Seaman Robertson received the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
January 3, 1946. He and his wife, Juanita, live in 
Heber Springs with their child. 


16.—Cpl. Coleman Poole, son of Mrs. Mollie Poole, 
was born at Brownsville, Arkansas, January 20, 
1910. He received his education by attending Heber 
Springs High School, after which he was employed 
as stockkeeper and salesman in a wholesale grocery. 
Entering the Army Air Force March 9, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
qualifying for supply technician. After training In 
the United States for seven months, he was sent to 
North Africa, September 30, 1944, serving in the 
European-African-Middle Eastern theater until De- 
cember 1, 1945. Corporal Poole qualified as expert 
with .22 caliber rifle and as sharpshooter with the 
30 caliber carbine. He was honorably discharged 
at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, December 19, 1945. 
He and his wife, Leone, are the parents of two 
children. 


17.—Pfc. Louis Edward Lay, son of Pete and Mary 
Etta Lay, was born at Mt. Vernon, Arkansas, No- 
vember 21, 1920. After completing his education 
at Heber Springs, he engaged in cannery work at 
Modesto, California, until entering military service 
October 20, 1942. Sent to St. Petersburg, Florida, 
for basic training, he later specialized in motor 
vehicle operation. After two and a half years in 
the United States as a member of the 75th Air 
Service Group, Army Air Forces, Private Lay was 
sent to Guam March 15, 1945, and served overseas 
for eight months. Holder of medals denoting ex- 
pert marksmanship with rifle and machine gun, 
Private Lay received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 6, 1945, and 
returned to Heber Springs, where he and his wife, 
Ruby Alberta, make their home. 
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18.—Cpl. Clyde Coan Norman, son of Harvey Elzia 
and Dahlia Norman of Kensett, Arkansas, was born 
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at San Antonio, Texas, 
in aircraft mechanics at A) 
Washington. He became expe 
chanics and was assigned to the 482nd Pr 

Unit. He served with this unit for the rem 
of his three years and three months of mil 
service and was honorably discharged at Camp — 
Beale, California, February 20, 1946. His wife is 

Ruby Jean Norman. . 


19.—T/5 William F. Norman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey E. Norman of Kensett, Arkansas, was born 
at Letona, Arkansas, November 5, 1919. He at- 
tended Kensett High School and was a cafe oper- 
ator and plant guard until entering the military 
service December 10, 1942. Assigned to the Air 
Corps, he completed his basic training at Miami 
Beach, Florida, and then attended Cooks’ and 
Bakers’ School. After six months in the United 
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Cpl. Wayne G. Franzen, 
Porter Street, Stuttgart, Arkansas, 
Prospect Avenue, Hot Springs, was b 
He attended the Gillett schools, Stuttgart High 
School, and completed his education at Hendrix College at Con- 
way. Corporal Franzen entered the Army Air Force August 
e training period at Keesler Field, 
d Airplane Mechanic and Airplane 
After almost two years in this 


Arkansas. 


25, 1942, and served his basi 
Mississippi. He then attende 
Instrument Mechanic Schools. 
country he was sen 
poral Franzen saw ) 
he took part in the fighting 
Guinea, Southern Philippines, 
air campaigns. 
with five Battle Stars, 
Theater Ribbon, Go 
he was honorably disch 
ary 2, 1946. His wife is 


RONALD G. FRANZEN 





son of Gilbert Franzen of 717 South 


t to the Pacific | ( 
18 months of foreign service, during which 
of the Bismarck Archipelago, New 
Luzon and Western Pacific theater 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
Distinguished Unit Badge, American 
edal and the Victory Ribbon, 
harged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, Janu- 
the former Lucile Yeomans. 


Holder of the 
Good Conduct M 


5 


hae 


ee : Cy a 
“aa ae oes 






ie a y er. : - see 
TING MEN of ARKANSAS 


k 


“<4 
= * 





Maj. Ronald G. Franzen, son of Gilbert Franzen of Stuttgart 
and Hilda Franzen of 460 Prospect Avenue, Hot Springs, was 
born at Gillett, Arkansas, July 17, 1918. He attended the Gil- 
lette Public Schools, Stuttgart High School and Hendrix College 
at Conway, before. entering the military service November 4, 
1940. He was. assigned to the Quartermaster Corps and com- 
pleted his basic training at Camp Lee, Virginia. He was then 
selected to attend the Quartermaster Officer Candidate School 
and upon being commissioned he became a supply and evacua- 
tion staff officer. Major Franzen served two and one-half years 
in this country with the Quartermaster Corps and was sent to 
England in June, 1943. In England he completed courses at the 
European theater Pre-Invasion School. He saw more than 29 
months of foreign service and is the holder of the European 
Theater Ribbon, Meritorious Service Plaque and the American 
Defense Service Ribbon for service with the military forces 
before Pearl Harbor. Major Franzen was returned to this 
country and was placed on inactive duty at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, March 8, 1946. 
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Capt. Thomas S. Van Duyn, son of Mabel Story and Harry L. 
Van Duyn, was born December 15, 1909, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. - 
He attended Stuttgart High School, Ouachita College, and the 
University of Arkansas. Entering the Medical Corps March 3, 

1944, he received basic training at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsyl- 
vania, and attended Medical Field Service School, qualifying in 
general and orthopedic surgery. He also served at Camp Camp- 
bell Station Hospital. Captain Van Duyn departed June 22, 

1944, for the European Theater of Operations and remained over- 
seas for 20 months, serving in 110th General Hospital, 202nd 
General Hospital, 217th General Hospital, 48th General Hospital, 

125th Evacuation Hospital, and 54th Field Hospital. Captain 
Van Duyn expected to be discharged about September 3, 1946. 

His wife, Mary Louise, and their children live in Stuttgart. 





THOMAS 8S. VAN DUYN 


Cpl. James Leonard Black, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marshal O. Black, 
was born at Humphrey, Arkansas, February 6, 1922. He re- 
ceived his education at Stuttgart High School and University 
of Arkansas and later engaged in farming. Corporal Black 
entered the Infantry September 1, 1942, and received his basic 
training at Camp Roberts, California. He qualified for 81 MM 
gunner and received Sharpshooter’s Medals for the machine gun, 
81 MM mortar and rifle. After serving in the United States 13 
months with Co. M, 20th Infantry, he was sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands. He participated in the Matfin Bay, New Guinea, Sansa- 
por, Philippine and the Luzon campaigns. He was wounded on 
Luzon, April 2, 1945. For meritorious service he was awarded 
the Combat Infantry Badge, Bronze Arrowhead, Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Purple Heart. He was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, November 18, 1945. He lives 
with his wife, Willie Maxine, and their child. 





JAMES L. BLACK 
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Flight Officer Harold Kenneth Gilbert, son of Kenneth and 
Mable Gilbert, was born December 9, 1924, at Stuttgart, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Stuttgart High School, afterwards being 
employed by Wellworth Department Store. Entering the Army 
Air Forces June 7, 19438, he received basic training at Miami 
Beach, Florida, and afterwards attended flight training schools 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma; San Antonio; Ballinger, Texas; Waco; 
Moore Field, Mission, Texas; Fighter Gunnery School, Matagorda 
Island; Lincoln AAB, Lincoln, Nebraska; and Continuation 
Training Program, Perrin Field, Sherman, Texas. He qualified 
as fighter pilot, .45 pistol sharpshooter, expert fixed aerial 
gunner, and rifle sharpshooter. After serving two and a half 
years, he was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, Louis- 
iana, December 24, 1945, and was awarded the American Cam- 
paign Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. He lives in Stuttgart. 


HAROLD K. GILBERT 








Pfc. Cecil D. Duncan, son of Emelia Duncan, was born Septem- 
ber 21, 1924, in Almyra, Arkansas, moving to Stuttgart in 1935. 
He attended Almyra School and Stuttgart High School, being a 
member of T.K.O. and Hi-Y. Entering the Army Parachute 
Infantry, June 5, 1943, at Camp Robinson, he received basic 
training at Tocoa, Georgia, and attended Parachute School at 
Ft. Benning, qualifying as rifleman. Attached to the 517th 
Parachute Infantry, he departed May 17, 1944, for Naples, Italy. 
Overseas for more than a year and a half, Private Duncan par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Northern France, Ardennes, Central 
Europe, Rome-Arno, and Southern France, being wounded in 
action August 29, 1944, in Southern France. He also spent four 
months with the Army of Occupation and _ was awarded five 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and the Purple Heart. After 
being honorably discharged December 21, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home In Stuttgart. 





CECIL D. DUNCAN 
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T/Sgt. Thomas H. McCubbin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. McCubbin 
was born November 12, 1921 at Stuttgart, Arkansas. He received his 
education at Stuttgart High School and Hendrix College, Conway, Arkan- 
sas. Sergeant McCubbin entered the Army Air Corps May 21, 1941, and 
received his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He later 
attended Armament School at Lowry Field, Colorado. Attached to the 
49th Fighter Group, 5th Air Force, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater May 10, 1943. During his 26 months’ stay in that area he saw 
action and was awarded the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, Distinguished 
Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster, American Defense Service Ribbon 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 2, 1945. 






THOMAS H. McCUBBIN, JR. 


Lt. Col. Shelby Linwood Gillette, son of Mrs. Grace Durrett Spangler, 
was born March 18, 1911, at Memphis, Tennessee. He moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1912. He received his education at Strong High 
School and Ouachita College and was attached to the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corps until entering the Quartermaster Corps May 15, 1941) “His 
basic training was received at Ouachita College, Arkansas. He qualified 
as a supply officer and served 21 months in the United States at Kansas 
City Q. M. Depot. He left the United States in April 1943, for the North 
African theater. Colonel Gillette saw service in Tunisia, Rome-Arno and 
the German campaigns and for this service was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Battle Stars and World War 
II Victory Ribbon. He still remains in the service. His wife is Donna 
Denman Gillette. 





SHELBY L. GILLETTE 


Lt. (j. g.) Maxwell Franklin Denman is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd A. 
Denman of Stuttgart, Arkansas, where he was born June 8, 1922. He 
attended the Stuttgart High School and entered the Navy in September, 
1942. He completed his boot training at Del Monte, California, and re- 
ceived his flight training as a naval aviator at Normal University of 
New Mexico and at Corpus Christi, Texas. He served in this country 
with Fighting Squadron 40 and was sent to the South Pacific theater in 
February, 1945. He took part in the Okinawa and Ie Shima invasions and 
the air campaigns against Formosa. On May 28, 1945, his plane was shot 
down over the Kurile Islands and he was captured by the Japanese. 
Lieutenant Denman was flown by the Japs to Tokyo, and remained in 
the O’Funa prison outside of Tokyo until being liberated by the American 
Army on September 1, 1945. He was flown to this country and receivec 
hospitalization for diseases caused by malnutrition. Holder of the Dis- 
: . tinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal with four Gold Stars, he was 
MAXWELL F. DENMAN placed on inactive duty at Memphis, Tennessee, January 25, 1946. 


AMMI 1/c Floyd Allison Denman, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
A. Denman of Stuttgart, Arkansas, where he was born April 5, 1918. He 
attended Stuttgart Public Schools and the Elgin Watchmaker’s College 
and was employed as a watch repairman until entering the Navy November 
80, 1942. After completing his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he 
attended the Technical School at Chicago, Illinois, and became a specialist 
in aviation instrument repair. Sent to the South Pacific theater in October, 
1943, he saw action in the battles of Tarawa and Betio Islands during 
his 22 months overseas. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, the Navy Commendation Ribbon and Combat 
Air Wings with three Stars, he was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, 
California, December 15, 1945. His wife is the former Vergie Dumond. 





FLOYD A. DENMAN, JR. 


[ 500 ] 










ss i] 5 
>a tae Tart even, SM: . 
of ARKANSAS 


S/Set. Carl John Spilker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Spilker of Stuttgart, 


Arkansas, was born at Stuttgart June 23, 1915. He attended publi 

Lutheran schools and then engaged in farming prior to entering palitery 
service May 29, 1941. He received his basic infantry training at Camp 
Roberts, California. After preliminary training in this country, Sergeant 
Spilker arrived in North Africa with his unit, the 7th Infantry, in No- 
vember, 1942. Overseas 30 months, he served in the North African, 
Sicilian, Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno campaigns and then in the South- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Purple Heart, Croix de Guerre with palm, American Defense 





CARL J. SPILKER 





Aviation Radioman Edward Henry John Spilker, son of Mrs. Mary Cathrine 
Spilker, was born July 24, 1922, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended 
Stuttgart Grade School, Glenbeulah, Wisconsin, High School, and Business 


| School at Fond-du-Lac, Wisconsin. Entering the Navy August 5, 1942, 








he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Service 
Schools at Madison, Wisconsin; Millington, Tennessee; Hollywood, Florida, 
and San Diego, California, qualifying as radio gunner. After serving 
nearly a year in the Naval Air Service, he departed in June 1943, for 
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, in the Southwest Pacific. Serving over- 
seas more than three months, Radioman Spilker was reported missing in 
action September 19, 1943, and was awarded the Purple Heart, post- 
humously. He is survived by his mother, who lives in Stuttgart. 





ROBERT E. KELLER 


Lt. Thomas Haywood Ragsdale, son of Charley B. and Jessie Ragsdale of 
Be ricirt panes Sori November 6, 1918, at. Lake Village, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Kilgore, Texas High School, University of CN rad 
University of Texas, and received a degree in law from pena 
University, Lebanon, Tennessee. He entered the Naval Air Cor ps 1 arc 
15, 1941, and received basic training at Jacksonville, Florida. opiate 
pleting pilot training in the United States, he left with the ‘as We eee 
for the South Pacific area April gat ony BO and Laie peas 

issi i i ince August 13, . Known orations were the 
eee cicd Flying ee and the Presidential Unit Citation. Lady 
Helen Ragsdale was the wife of Lieutenant Ragsdale. 
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Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon 
with seven Battle Stars, he was discharged August 30, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is Noma M. Spilker. 





EDWARD H. J. SPILKER 


S/Sgt. Robert E. Keller, son of William H. and Marie King Keller, was born 
at Stuttgart, Arkansas, November 29, 1922. He graduated from Stutt- 
gart High School in May 1942, and assisted his father in the Keller 
Furniture Company business until enlisting in the Army Air Corps July 
16, 1942. Sergeant Keller received his basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas. By attending Service School at Chanute Field, Illinois, he quali- 
fied for aircraft electrician. After serving with the 22nd Air Depot Group 
for over two years he departed from the United States February 22, 1944, 
his destination being Calcutta, India. For meritorious service In that area 
he was awarded the Victory and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons, Meri- 
torious Unit Service Citation, Good Conduct Medal and American Theater 
Ribbon. In the United States he received a marksmanship medal in May, 
1943. Sergeant Keller served overseas 14 months and was honorably 
discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, November 21, 1945. 


4 


THOMAS H. RAGSDALE 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 








Seaman 1/c James O. Hurt, Jr., son of James O. and Agnes Cain Hur 
of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Little Rock September 28, 1924. He 

attended Stuttgart High School and the Gulf Coast Military Academy, 
and was employed as a clerk by the Rock Island Railway Company until 

entering the military service January 1, 1943. He completed his Navy 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended the Armed Guard 
School at Gulfport, Mississippi. In May, 1943, he was sent to the European - 
theater as a member of the Naval Armed Guard aboard the S.S. J. E. B. 

Stuart. He served in North African and Italian waters and was then 

transferred to the Pacific theater where he served aboard the U.S.S. 

Cape Neddick and the S.S. Sheldon Jackson. Overseas a total of 32 months, 

he was returned to this country and was honorably discharged at the 

Naval Hospital, Norman, Oklahoma, January 17, 1946. 





JAMES O. HURT, JR. 


T/4 Orville L. Barnett, son of Walter Preston Barnett and the late Mrs. 
Barnett of Stuttgart, was born December 10, 1908, at Kingsland, Arkan- 
sas. He is a graduate of Stuttgart High School and received his- B.S. 
degree from Hendrix College at Conway, in 1933. Entering the military 
service December 9, 1943, he was assigned to the Medical Corps and sent 
to Camp Grant, Illinois, for his basic training. Sergeant Barnett later 
attended the Medical Department Technician School at Lawson General 
Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, and was sent to the 170th General Hospital. 
Arriving in the European theater in September, 1944, he remained over- 
seas a total of more than 13 months, and earned the European Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory 
Ribbon. He was returned to this country and was honorably discharged 
January 7, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Jessie 
Irene, have one son. 





ORVILLE L. BARNET 


Sgt. Charles E. Hammans, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Erle Hammans, 
was born January 23, 1926, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended Julia 
Shannon Grammar School and Stuttgart High School, meanwhile being 
employed as a drug store clerk. Entering the Enlisted Reserve Corps 
July 16, 1943, he was called to active duty in the Air Corps July 10, 1944, 
and received basic training at Amarillo Army Air Field, Amarillo, Texas, 
qualifying as classification specialist, carbine sharpshooter, and pistol 
marksman. Sergeant Hammans served for two years in the United States 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas; Amarillo Army Air Field, Texas; Lowry 
Field, Denver, Colorado; Randolph Field, San Antonio, Texas; Greenwood 
Army Air Field, Mississippi; New Castle Army Air Base, Wilmington, 
Delaware; and Topeka Army Air Field, Kansas. He was hospitalized for 
two months at Lowry Field and Buckly Field, Colorado, with rheumatic 
fever and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged June 28, 1946, at 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, he returned to his home in Stuttgart. 
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CHARLES E. HAMMANS, JR. 


S/Sgt. Vernon R. Ruff, son of Mrs. Minnie Ruff and the late Mr. Ruff, 
of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Ulm, Arkansas, January 2, 1920. He 
attended Stuttgart High School and was employed as a sales clerk for a 
lumber company before entering the service. Placed in the Army Air 
Corps, December 28, 1941, he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic 
training. He later went to Chanute Field, Illinois, for special training as 
a parachute rigger. After two and a half years in the United States, Ser- 
geant Ruff was sent to Saipan. Overseas 16 months, he participated in 
the Western Pacific campaign and is holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, the American Theater Ribbon and 
the Good: Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged November 24, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is Vida Marie Ruff. 





VERNON R. RUFF 
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MERLE L. JOHNSON 


Cpl. Clarence C. Dehne, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence C. Dehne, Sr., 
of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Little Rock, June 6, 1920. He at- 
tended Pine Bluff and Little Rock schools and later Stuttgart High School. 
He entered the Marine Corps October 9, 1940. Sent to the Marine Corps 
| Base, San Diego, California, for boot training, he specialized in weather 
observation. After three years in the United States he was sent overseas 
and participated in the battles of Roi, Namur, Kwajalein, Atoll, Marshall 
| Islands, Marianas Islands and Saipan. Corporal Dehne suffered seven 
/ wounds in the battle of Saipan and was returned to the United States. 


ee oe ys. ri: rs 
_ Storekeeper Disbursing 1/c Merle Lee Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 


R. Wilson, was born June 17, 1917, at Little Rock. He attended Central 


- High School and Georgia Tech., after which he was empl 
pe * ployed by Good 
Tire and Rubber Co., Atlanta, Georgia, and M. Lee eg ieatacce 


Co., Stuttgart, Arkansas. Entering the Navy August 9, 1943, he received 
boot _ training at Camp Peary, Virginia, later attending Storekeepers 
Service School. After serving in the United States eight months, he de- 
parted April 10, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he served in 
the Northern Solomons and Philippine Islands. He was awarded Unit 
Citation from Admiral Halsey and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
BEGRERY 28, 1946, returning to Stuttgart, where he lives with his wife, 
une. 






He is holder of the Purple Heart, the Presidential Unit Citation with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, American Defense Ribbon and the American 


| Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged November 1, 1945, at 
| Memphis, Tennessee. He lives with his wife, Helen Juanita, and their 


children. 





CHARLES W. CHURCH 


Petty Officer 3/c Roscoe Robert Bones son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sle 
Jones, was born January 24, 1924, in Ulm, 
Bort Public Schools, afterwards being employed as service station at- 


s driver. Entering the Navy 948 
eae San Diego, California, and attended ae re 
: t Norman, Oklahoma, qualifying as aviation or nanceman 
ON eee He served in Transportation Unit at Fallon, Nevada, 
at Alameda, California. After being honorably 
o his home in Stuttgart, Arkansas. 


boot training at 


and seaman guard. 
and in the shore patrol 


discharged, he returned t 
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CLARENCE C. DEHNE, JR. 


S/Sgt. Charles Wesley Church, son of Mrs. Mildred Sanders, was born No- 
vember 7, 1922, in DeWitt, Arkansas. He attended Stuttgart High School, 
afterwards being employed as deep well driller. Entering the Air Corps 
January 14, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Armament School at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, qualifying as 
armorer gunner, teletype operator, and expert rifleman. He was awarded 
Machine Gunner’s Medal in March 1944. Sergeant Church departed De- 
cember 14, 1943, for Europe and remained overseas for a year, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of Normandy, France, and Rhineland. He was 
awarded the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters and three Bronze 
Stars, European Theater Ribbon, and Distinguished Flying Cross. After 
being honorably discharged October 11, 1945, at Tyndall Field, Florida, 
he returned to his home in Stuttgart, Arkansas. 


Arkansas. He attended Stutt- 
October 1, 1943, he received 





ROSCOE R. JONES 


[503 J 



















7 > 1 = 
Sgt. William Lester Graves, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Graves 
gart, Arkansas, was born at Hazen, Arkansas, March 18, 1914. E 
in the Stuttgart Public Schools, he was employed by the Arkansas 
and Light Company until entering the military service August 10, 1 
Assigned to the Armored Force, he received his basic training at Ft. K 

Kentucky, and was sent with his unit, the 701st Tank Bn., to the Euro 
theater in April, 1944. Overseas 20 months, he served as a tank cc 
mander throughout the Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars and the Expert’s Medal for the machine gun and rifle, he served 
seven months with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was then 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 31, 
1945. He and his wife, Veronica, have one daughter, Rebecca Jo. 


Lt. (j. g.) James O. Graves, son of Mr. and Mrs. William O. Graves, was 
born February 1, 1923, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended Stuttgart 
High School and Henderson State Teachers’ College. Entering the Navy 
July 1, 1943, he attended V-12 School at Arkansas A. & M. College. Lieu- 
tenant Graves served for a year and a half in the United States and 
departed in January 1945, for the Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas 
for a year and a half, he participated in the invasions of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa. After being honorably discharged July 23, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Stuttgart. 





JAMES O. GRAVES 


S/Sgt. John Bernard Graves, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Oscar Graves 
of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born January 22, 1909, in Golden Hill, 
Arkansas. He attended Stuttgart High School, afterwards being employed 
as manager of a Kroger store. Entering the Air Force September 5, 1942, 
he received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Air- 
plane Mechanic and Fuel Cell Repair Schools. After serving in the United 
States a year with the 332nd Air Depot Repair, he departed September 
25, 1943, for Australia. Overseas for more than two years, he participated 
in the campaigns of the Northern Philippine Islands. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
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JOHN B. GRAVES 


Cpl. George V. Scroggins, son of Frank and Elizabeth Scroggins of Stutt- 
gart, Arkansas, was born at Fairmount, Arkansas, June 30, 1914. He 
attended Stuttgart High School and was engaged in farming until enter- 
ing the Army March 1, 1942. Corporal Scroggins served his basic train- 
ing period at Camp Wallace, Texas, and was assigned to the Coast Arillery. 
He served in this branch until November 1944, and was then transferred 
to the Infantry. He had served 18 months with the Coast Artillery in 
Puerto Rico. After serving in the Infantry he was sent to the Air Corps 
and served there until he was honorably discharged at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, October 30, 1945. His wife is the former Jeanette Allen. 
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to Dermott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mildred. 





GEORGE V. SCROGGINS 
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Sgt. Robert William Schafer, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William 
Schafer of Stuttgart was born at Ulm, Arkansas, November 1. ise He 
was educated at Holy Rosary Catholic School at Stuttgart, Stuttgart High 
School and Arkansas Polytechnic College at Russellville before entering 
the Marine Corps February 22, 1943. Sergeant Schafer received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and then attended the Anti-Tank School. 
In July, 1943, he was sent with his unit, B Battery, 2nd Bn., 10th Marines, 
to New Zealand. Overseas 30 months, he served in New Zealand and in 
the Gilbert Islands, Marianas Islands and Okinawa campaigns. Holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, two Presidential 
Unit Citations and the Sharpshooter’s Medal for all basic weapons, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Pendleton, California, January 4, 1946. 











ee 


ROBERT W. SCHAFER 





Pvt. James Howard Rich, Sr., is the son of Mrs. H. R. Rich of Stuttgart, 
| Arkansas, where he was born October 24, 1916. He attended Stuttgart 
High School and a vocational educational school, specializing in airplane 
maintenance. Entering the Army Air Corps March 22, 1944, he was sent ~ J 

@ 


to Sheppard Field, Texas, to serve his basic training period. Private 
_ Rich completed courses at the Power Operated Turret School, the Gun 
| Sight School and the Remote Control Turret School and won the Good 
Conduct Medal, the American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the 
Sharpshooter’s Medal. A veteran of more than two years’ service with 
the 2nd Air Force, he was ‘honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, March 20, 1946. He and his wife, the former Elizabeth Schafer, are 
| the parents of two children. 


JAMES H. RICH, SR. 


T/5 Charles V. Crawford, son of Mrs. Lois Crawford of Stuttgart, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Stuttgart, November 14, 1920. He attended Stuttgart 
High School, and later farmed and was employed by the Ford Motor 
Company. Upon entering military service July 18, 1942, he was sent to 
Camp Lee, Virginia, for basic training and later to Motor Mechanics 
School at Baltimore, Maryland. After 14 months in this country, he was 
sent with his unit to North Africa. Overseas 19 months, he served with 
the 1st Engineer’s Special Brigade and participated in the Normandy 
invasion and the campaign in Northern France. Holder of a Presidential 
Unit Citation, the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and 
the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged April 22, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


CHARLES VY. CRAWFORD 


. George C. Rieger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sturzebecker, was 
Resets part, Reena. HolvecwtOLls wie attended Stuttgart High 
School and worked as an automobile body repairman and painter until 
- entering the Army July 13, 1942. After basic training at Clearwater, 
| Florida, he attended the Chicago Technical Radio School and qualified 
. for assignment in the Air Corps as a radio repairman. He saw more ates 
| 18 months’ foreign service in the European theater with the 491st. aps 

Group, 2nd Division, 8th Army Air Force, taking part in the air 0 on; 
| sives in the Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, Northern France and Centra 





i i ’s Medal, Expert 

le fronts. He received the Radio Repairman’s Mec pert 

ee tin Medal, Bronze Star Medal, European-African-Middle 
bon with one Silver and one i ea Sok ee es 
met ‘ ‘ re pee 

1 and the Distinguished Unit Badge. e was onora ) y Sears 

Boer at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 15, 1945. His wife 1s 


Ruth Tow Rieger. GEORGE C. RIEGER 


Eastern Theater Rib 
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RICHARD F. TRICE 


Seaman 1/c John Trice, son of Mrs. W. M. Trice of Stuttgart, Arkansas, 
was born May 4, 1906. After completing his education at Roe High 
School, Roe, Arkansas, he was employed by Arkansas Rice Growers’ Co- 
operative Assn. He entered the Navy December 9, 1943, and was sent 
to San Diego, California, for his boot training. He served four months 
in this country and was then sent to the Admiralty Islands in the Pacific. 
Overseas 18 months, he participated in the Netherlands East Indies, Ad- 
miralty Islands and Philippine Islands campaigns. He was _ honorably 
discharged November 5, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Irene 


‘McCallister Trice. 





e 


CHARLES A. McCALLISTER 


T/Sgt. Ralph Wendall Robnett, son of Bluford Harrison and Dollie Mary 
Robinett, of Stuttgart, was born August 16, 1920, He received his edu- 
cation by attending the Prairie Dell and Yoder Schools, after which he 
was a rice farmer and mechanic. He entered the Army Air Corps July 9, 
1942, and received his basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming. He at- 
tended Motor Maintenance 
Antonio, Texas, and Jackson, Mississippi. After serving one year in Ord- 
nance attached to the Air Corps, he departed for England July 10,°1943. 
He served two years and six months overseas and was returned to the 
United States. He received Marksmanship Medal, August 1942, Good 
Conduct Medal and Efficiency Badge. Sergeant Robnett was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 10, 1946. 





Seaman 1/e Richard Finnis Trice, son of Frances Carolyn and Willia 
Matthew Trice, was born June 23, 1909, in Casscoe, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Casscoe Grade School and Stuttgart High School, after which he 
was engaged as a merchant. Entering the Naval Reserve April 17, 1944, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying as clerk 

in ship’s service. Departing from the United States June 14, 1944, for 
Pearl Harbor, Seaman Trice served overseas for a year and a half in the © 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. After being honorably discharged 
November 24, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Humnoke, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mary Eunice, and their children. 
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JOHN TRICE 


T/5 Charles A. McCallister, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester D. McCallister 
of Stuttgart, was born September 28, 1924, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
received his education in the Stuttgart High School. He entered the 101st 
Airborne Division February 22, 1943, and received his basic training at 
St. Petersburg, Florida. He later attended Parachute School (Jump) at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. He qualified as a radio operator, low speed. He 
left the United States February 17, 1944, for the European Theater of 
Operations and participated in the Normandy, Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. He received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
and the Parachute Infantryman’s Insignia, June 15, 1944. He was awarded 
the European Theater Campaign Ribbon with four Bronze Service Stars, 
Belgian Fourragere Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Unit Citation with 
Oak Leaf Cluster and a Bronze Star Medal. After serving 21 months 
overseas he returned and received an honorable discharge at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, December 18, 1945. 


Schools at Langley Field, Virginia; San 
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RALPH W. ROBNETT 
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sent to his parents. 


THOMAS F. BUCKLEY. JR. 





Cpl. Lawrence Edwin Selig was the son of Lawrence and Anna Selig of 
Stuttgart, Arkansas, where he was born April 5, 1924. He was educated 
at Holy Rosary Parochial School at Stuttgart, Stuttgart High School and 
Arkansas Polytechnic College at Russellville. Corporal Selig entered the 


Marine Corps February 1, 1948, and served boot training at San Diego, 


California, and Camp Pendleton, California. He was sent to New Caledonia 
in August, 1943, as a member of the famous Ist Marine Raiders Battalion. 
Corporal Selig took part in the fighting on the Peva Trail on Bougainville 
Island and at Emerau Island, Guam, Orate Peninsula and Okinawa. This 
galant Marine was killed in action on Okinawa on May 20, 1945. Overseas 
29 months at the time of his death, he was the holder of the Purple Heart, 
the Naval Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal and had four times 
been recommended for the Presidential Unit Citation. 


JOHN P. SELIG 


Signalman 2/c DuWayne M. Prince, son of Herman D. and Zora G. Prince, 
was born June 21, 1925, in Keo, Arkansas. He attended Tupelo, Mississipp1, 
Public School; Belvere School in Memphis; Millington, Tennessee, School; 
and Stuttgart, Arkansas, High School, afterwards being engaged as sales- 
man in Oberly’s Men’s Store. Entering the Navy August 9, 1943, at Little 
Rock, he received boot training at San Diego and San Francisco, California, 
qualifying as signalman. Departing May 28, 1944, for Europe and a 
the South Pacific, Signalman Prince served overseas for a year and eig t 
months. He was assigned to the armed guard carrying supplies to troops 
in both the European and Pacific theaters, crossing the Atlantic to re 
land, North Africa, and Southern France, and going to the Pacific, pi 
with ammunition. After being sent to the Marshall Islands, Admira y 
Islands, and Luzon, he returned to the United States. Signalman ue ie 
was awarded one Bronze Star and was honorably discharged March 4, 
1946, at Millington, Tennessee, after which he returned to his home in 


Stuttgart. 
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Pyt. Thomas Francis Buckley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Tho 

was born at Stuttgart, Arkansas, November 19, 1924. He eiewisd Tet? 
Rosary School, Stuttgart, and graduated from Stuttgart High School 
after attending Little Rock High School for two years. He enlisted in 
the Marine Corps August 19, 1942. He received his boot training at Camp 
Pendleton, Oceanside, California, and was awarded Sharpshooter Medal 
on the rifle range. He sailed for the South Pacific February 1, 1948, six 
months after enlistment, and was a member of the famous 4th Marine 
Raider Battalion. He saw action at Viru Harbor and died from wounds 
received Af uly 1, 1948 at New Georgia, Solomon Islands. He received the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and the Purple Heart (posthumously), which was 


LAWRENCE E. SELIG 


Coxswain John Patrick Selig, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Aloysius Selig, 
was born March 17, 1927, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended Holy 
Rosary School in Stuttgart, Subiaco Academy, and Stuttgart High School. 
Entering the Naval Reserve June 12, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, qualifying as coxswain, small craft. He was stationed 
at Memphis, Tennessee, for a month, and at Amphibious Training Base 
at Coronado, California, for two months before departing for the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations on the U.S.S. Kittson November 5, 1944. 
Overseas for a year and a half, he participated in the Okinawa invasion 
and the Philippine liberation, serving in the Marshall Islands, Caroline 
Islands, Hawaii, Guam, Panama, Okinawa, and the Philippine Islands and 
with the occupational forces in Japan and Chin 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribb 
Liberation Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
May 29, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Stuttgart. 


a. He was awarded American 
on with one Star, Philippine 


DuWAYNE M. PRINCE 








HOWARD J. SCROGGINS 


Cpl. William B. Keeling of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Caruthers- 
ville, Missouri, October 7, 1921, and moved to Arkansas in 1930. He 
attended the Stuttgart schools, Gulfport Military Academy at Gulfport, 
Mississippi and a trade school at Los Angeles, California. Entering the 
military service April 1, 1943, he was sent to Camp Roberts, California, 
for his basic training. He served in this country until December 1944, 
when he was sent to the European theater. Overseas more than 13 
months, he saw action in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and won the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Belgian Fouragere, American Theater 
Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. Corporal Keeling then served six months 
with the 2nd Armored Division on duty with the Army of Occupation in 
Berlin, Germany. He was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, February 6, 1946. 





CARL W. SHUPE 


2nd Lt. Larry D. Shupe, son of Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Shupe, was born at 
Stuttgart, Arkansas, September 5, 1920. He received his education at 
Stuttgart High School and Capitol City. Business College, Little Rock, 
Ark. Lieutenant Shupe entered the Army Air Corps September 2, 1943, 
and received his basic training at the Amarillo, Texas, Air Field. Later 
he qualified for navigator and radar observer (B-29) by attendance at 
97th C.T.D., Stevens Point, Wisconsin. He received pre-flight training 
school at Santa Ana, California; advanced navigation school, Ellington 
Field, Texas, and radar school, Victorville, California. Lieutenant Shupe 
received sharpshooter medals for the use of Thompson sub-machine gun, 
45 caliber automatic pistol and the expert medal for the .30 caliber carbine. 
He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. 
After more than two years’ service he was honorably discharged at March 
Field, California, December 10, 1945. He lives with his wife, Dorothy, 


and their children. 









S/Sgt. Howard J. Scroggins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Scror aie a 
born at Stuttgart, Arkansas, January 7, 1919, and attended Stuttg 
High School. After completing his education he was engaged in farmin; 
until inducted into the Army on February 3, 1942. He received basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Specialized in airplane mechanics 
and became crew chief inspector for the 43rd Air Service Command. He 
landed with his unit in Australia in April, 1942, and was engaged in 
foreign service in the South Pacific theater for more than 39 months. 
He saw action in the New Guinea, Papuan and East Indian campaigns, 
was once wounded and received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, the Purple Heart and the Good Conduct Medal. Ser- 
geant Scroggins received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas on June 28, 1945. 





WILLIAM B. KEELING 


Musician 2/c Carl W. Shupe, son of Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Shupe of Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, was born at Dudley, Missouri, March 1, 1915. He attended 
Stuttgart High School and afterwards engaged in sales promotion. He 
entered the Navy April 10, 1942. After completing boot training at Glen- 
view, Illinois, he was sent to the South Pacific theater in September, 1944, 
and participated in the campaigns off Okinawa and Japan, winning the 
Good Conduct Medal, and the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
and Victory Ribbons. He was honorably discharged at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, October 8, 1945. His wife is Emmie Lou Shupe. 





LARRY D. SHUPE 
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MARVIN G. GALVIN 
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JAMES W. STEDMAN 


gt. Leo Lyle Galvin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo L. Galvi 
eC ° : : . Galvin, Sr., 
bi orn February Wt 1920, at Stuttgart, Arkansas. He received his Create 
at the Stuttgart High School and University of Arkansas, after which he 
was employed as assistant manager of the Pump Department for Fair- 
bank-Morse, St. Louis, Missouri. Entering the Army Air Force November 
11, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, later at- 
tending service school at Kingman, Arizona, where he qualified for occu- 
pational councellor. After serving in the United States, he departed 
- February 4, 1945, attached to 527th Bomb. Sqdn., 379th Group, for Eng- 
land. Sergeant Galvin served in the Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns and received the Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Unit Award 
American Theater Service Ribbon, Kuropean-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bon with two Bronze Stars, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, February 7, 1946. 
He and his wife, Dana, live in Stuttgart with their daughter. 









MMM Claude C. Clark, son of Hattie Mae and Grover Clark, was born 
October 20, 1908, in Tichnor, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas Poly- 
technic College at Russellville, afterwards being engaged in farming. 
Entering the Navy August 7, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, qualifying as motor machinist. He departed January 7, 
1945, for the Philippine Isla no! 
participating in the Philippine and Okinawa campaigns. He was injured 
in a typhoon near Okinawa : 
in Japan, Manila, Samar, Oakland, California, and Memphis, Tennessee. 
Seaman Clark was awarded Presidential Unit Citation. His wife, Hazel, 
and their eight children live in DeWitt, Arkansas. 





LEO L. GALVIN, JR. 


S/Sgt. Marvin Glenn Galvin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo L. Galvin of Stutt- 
gart, Arkansas, was born at Stuttgart May 11, 1924. He attended 
Stuttgart High School before entering military service on February 15, 
1943, and was sent to St. Petersburg, Florida, for basic training, and 
later to Buckley and Lowry Fields in Colorado, and Kingman, Arizona, for 
specialized training in aerial gunnery. After one year in this country 
he was sent to the Italian front and participated not only in the Rome- 
Arno campaign, but also in air combat in the Balkans and the general 
air offensive in Europe, including the Northern France and Southern 
France campaigns. Overseas six months, he is the holder of the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf 
Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal and the Distinguished Unit Badge. 
He was honorably discharged October 18, 1945, at Randolph Field, Texas. 


wea sa 


nds and remained overseas for 11 months, 


September 16, 1945, and was hospitalized 





CLAUDE C. CLARK 


Pfc. James William Stedman is the son of Lonnie and Katherine Stedman 
of DeWitt, Arkansas, where he was born July 26, 1925. He attended 
DeWitt High School and entered the Merchant Marine in August, 1943. 
Private Stedman served his basic Merchant Marine training at St. Peters- 
burg, Florida, and served in that branch until entering the Marine alg 
on May 12, 1944. He completed Marine Corps boot training at San J ie £0, 
California, and was sent to the Hawaiian Islands in September, heap 
He participated in the battle for Okinawa, and has been serving in China 
since December, 1945. 
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LOUIS V. CAMPBELL 


Ist Lt. William Charles Martin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Whitfield Creed Mar- 
tin, was born September 13, 1923, in Newark, Arkansas. He attended 
Searcy High School, Ouachita College, and the University of Arkansas. 
Enlisting in R.O.T.C. November 1942, he entered the Infantry and received 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. He attended Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, qualifying as troop leader. After serving 
in the United States with C.R.T.C., 126th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqdn., 
he departed January 1, 1945, for the European Theater of Operations, 
remaining overseas for a year and a half. Lieutenant Martin participated 
in the Battle of the Bulge, crossing of the Ruhr and the Rhine, campaigns 
of Central Germany, and the drive to the Czech border, also spending 13 
months with the Army of Occupation. After being honorably discharged 
in July 1946, he returned to DeWitt, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Mary Katheryn. 





a 


R. L. “PETE” MILLER, JR. 


Lt. (j.g.) Homer Powell “Hap” Hazzard, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Thomas Hazzard, was born October 21, 1913, in Nevada County, Arkansas. 
He attended Central High School, Laneburg, Arkansas, and Arkansas 
State Teachers College, Conway, after which he was employed as farm 
management specialist. Entering the Navy May 23, 1944, he received 
training at Plattsburg and New York City. After completing training 
in the United States, he departed November 22, 1944, for New Guinea 
and participated in the campaign of Luzon in the Philippines. Lieutenant 
Hazzard served overseas 13 months, returning to the United States De- 
cember 22, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Memphis March 15, 
1946. He and his wife, Flo, live in DeWitt, Arkansas, with their children. 
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Ist Lt. Louis V. Campbell, son of Mrs. Margaret Campbell of 615 Wes 
Gray St., Houston, Texas, was born at DeWitt, Arkansas, August 
1920, and attended DeWitt High School. Entering military service Janu 
ary 31, 1941, he was sent to Randolph Field, Texas, for basic training anc 
later specialized in gunnery and armament of B-17 aircraft. After three 
years in this country, he was sent overseas and participated in the general 
air offensive in Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes and the Rhineland. 
He was awarded the Soldier’s Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and 
European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars. He has waived a dis- 
charge on points and will remain in the service. 











ig 





WILLIAM C. MARTIN 


Pfc. Robert L. Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Miller of Van, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Van on July 25, 1908. He attended the Pleasant Grove 
schools and was a farmer and commission agent for the Sinclair Oil 
Company until entering the military service February 7, 1945. Private 
Miller was assigned to the Field Artillery and completed his basic training 
at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. He attended the Communications School 
and became a field lineman and truck driver. 
of military service, he holds the Good Conduct Ribbon, the American 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the Sharpshooter’s Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 15, 1946. He 
and his wife, Gertrude Butler Miller, have two sons, Russell and Robert. 


A veteran of 13 months 





H. P. “HAP” HAZZARD 
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Set. Charles Richard Barker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Barker of 
DeWitt, Arkansas, was born September 17, 1921. He was educated in 
DeWitt schools and later farmed and was employed as an auto mechanic. 
He entered the Engineer Corps on December 26, 1942. Sergeant Barker 
received his basic training as a construction machine operator at Camp 
Carson, Colorado. After 21 months in the United States he arrived in the 
European Theater of Operations. He served in French Morocco and par- 
ticipated in the invasion of Normandy and Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. He is holder of the Bronze 
Star Medal, Croix de Guerre, European Theater Ribbon with six Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged on November 20, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. His wife is Dorothy Belle Barker. 


CHARLES R. BARKER 


Pfc. Roy Charles Goodwin, son of Mrs. Addie Goodwin of DeWitt, Arkan- 

sas, as born at Olena, Arkansas on January 1, 1926. Educated at DeWitt 
| High School, he entered the Army June 13, 1944, and was sent to Camp 
| Wolters, Texas, to receive his basic training. In January, 1945, he was 
/ sent to Liverpool, England, and later saw action in the Rhineland cam- 

paign. Wounded in Germany, he was returned to the United States after 

four months of overseas service. Holder of the Combat Infantryman 

Badge, the Purple Heart Medal, the European Theater Ribbon with one 
| Battle Star, the Good Conduct Medal, the American Theater Ribbon and 
| the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged April 19, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 





ROY C. GOODWIN 


S/Sgt. Roy B. Harmon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Harmon, was born April 
28, 1921, in DeWitt, Arkansas. He attended DeWitt High School, after- 
wards being engaged as a farmer and mechanic. Entering the Infantry 
June 13, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, quali- 
fying as section leader. Attached to Company H, 60th Infantry, he 
departed January 31, 1945, for Germany, and remained overseas for a 
year and four months, participating in campaigns of Rhineland and Central 
Europe. Sergeant Harmon spent a year with the Army of Occupation, 
and was awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Campaign 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Army of Occupation 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and two Scag 
Bars. After being honorably discharged June 13, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, he returned to his home in DeWitt. 





ROY B. HARMON 
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Aviation Chief Machinist Mate Howard E. Sherwood, son of Mrs. George 
F. Sherwood of Fairfax, was born at Fairfax, Virginia, February 1, 1918. 
He received his education at Fairfax and Oakten, Virginia. He entered 
the Navy February 10, 1936, and received boot training at Norfolk, 
Virginia. Mate Sherwood served aboard the U.S.S. Tennessee from the 
summer of 1936 until February 1940, and from March 1940, to August 
1943, was stationed at the Naval Air Station at Anacastia, D. C. He 
served at the Naval Air Station, Clinton, Oklahoma, before being sent to 
the Hawaiian Islands, August 29, 1944. He is still in the Naval Air Corps 
and plans to remain in the service until retirement. He lives with his 
wife, Dorothy, and their child. 





HOWARD E. SHERWOOD 


Maj. Walton T. Champion, son of Mr. and Mrs. William T. Champion o 
Gillett, Arkansas, was born at Fayetteville, Arkansas, June 11, 1915. H 
attended Gillett High School, Monticello A. & M. College, the Universit 
of Arkansas School of Medicine and the University of Michigan Schoc 
of Medicine. He entered the Medical Corps of the Army Air Corps o 
July 15, 1940, and received his basic training at the School of Aviatio 
Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, and at Orlando, Florida. After thre 
years in the United States as a post surgeon, he was sent to Panama an 
the Galapagos Islands as a member of the 1st Observation Sqdn., 2139t 
A.A.F. Base Unit. He was overseas 23 months and received the Asiatic 
Pacific Theater Ribbon. He was discharged September 16, 1945, at Cam 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives with his wife, Donna, and their childrer 





WALTON T. CHAMPION 


Maj. Ernis Earl Gregory, son of Mrs. J. D. Gregory, was born at El Dorado 
on May 28, 1912, and graduated from El Dorado High School and the 
School of Business Administration, University of Arkansas. Holder of an 
R.O.T.C. commission as a result of his service in that unit while a student 
at the university, he served as a subaltern in CCC Co. No. 785, located 
near Hot Springs, during the late 1930’s. He entered the Army July 6, 
1941. After successive attendance at specialized schools in the use of 
heavy weapons, for company commanders, battalion commanders and 
staff officers, he arrived overseas in September, 1944, and saw action 
in the European theater as a member of the 6th and 99th Divisions. Major 
Gregory participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns, receiving the American Theater Ribbon, the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart, Victory Ribbon and Meritorious Unit 
Plaque. He was relieved of active duty February 5, 1946, at Jefferson 
3arracks, Missouri. His wife is Marguerite W. Gregory. 





ERNIS E. GREGORY 


Set. Kermit Quentin Stephenson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Felix E. Stephenso 
was born at St. Charles, Arkansas, May 19, 1919. He received his educ: 
tion at DeWitt High School and Anderson Aircraft School and was late 
employed in an aircraft plant. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps Se] 
tember 15, 1942, and received his basic training at Scott Field, Illinoi 
By attending Scott Field Radio Operator School he qualified for rad 
operator-mechanic, and received the A.A.F. Technician’s Badge with radi 
operator bar. Attached to the 349th Troop Carrier he left the Unite 
States March 18, 1945, for the European Theater of Operations. He r« 
ceived the E.A.M.E. Ribbon, one Overseas Bar, American Theater Ribbo: 
Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharge 
December 3, 1945, at Randolph Field, Texas. He lives with his wife, Haz 
Derrick Stephenson, and their child. 





KERMIT Q. STEPHENSON 
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er (Sgt. Arthur R. Macom, son of Lillian F. and the late Fred M. Macom, 


s born at Poplar Bluff, Missouri, October 2, 1911, moving to Arkansas 


in 1935. He received his education at State Teachers’ College and Cumber- 


land University, after which he was an attorney at law. Entering the 
Coast Artillery November 28, 1942, he received basic training at Cane 
McQuaide, California. There he qualified as battalion supply sergeant and 
received Sharpshooter Medals for carbine and rifle. Attached to the 468th 
AAA Auto. Weapons Bn. (SP), he left the United States June 2, 1944. 
He served in the European Theater of Operations and saw service in 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes Forest, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. He also spent five months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion. Sergeant Macom received the Bronze Star Medal and other campaign 
awards. He received an honorable discharge October 28, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


DeWitt, Arkansas. 





MELVIN H. GRAVES 


Ist Lt. Robert Earl Holt, Jr., is the son of Robert Earl and Edith Sutton 
Holt of Stuttgart, Arkansas, where he was born February belle Le 
attended Stuttgart High School, Washington University at St. Louis, 
Missouri, and was graduated from the Washington University Medical 
School in 1943. Entering the Army Medical Corps July 1, 1945, he received 
his Army training at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, and attended the 
Medical Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks. In September, 1945, 
he was sent to Ft. Belvoir at Alexandria, Virginia, and is now stationed 
there at the Regional Station Hospital. His wife is the former Wanda 


Shaffer. 


Ribbon, he was honorably dischargec 
Arkansas. 





HOMER C. WALLER 
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ARTHUR R. MACOM 


Pfc. Melvin Hardy Graves, son of Mary and Eugene Graves, was born 
January 14, 1920, in Almyra, Arkansas. He entered the Marine Corps 
December 11, 1944, at Little Rock, and received boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina. He attended Sea School at San Diego, California, 
and qualified as rifle marksman. Departing in May 1945, for Japan, he 
remained overseas for six months with the invasion fleet. He is still in the 
service. His wife, Margaret Kathryn, and their two daughters live in 





ROBERT E. HOLT, JR. 


T/4 Homer C. Waller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Homer Waller, was born at 
Yantis, Texas, October 11, 1917. He attended Long Point and Almyra 
(Arkansas) schools and then engaged in farming. Entering military 
service August 6, 1940, he received his basic training at Ft. Ord, C ali- 
fornia, and after two and one-half years in this country, Sergeant Waller 
arrived with his unit, the 53rd Infantry, in the Aleutian Islands. Overseas 
28 months, he participated in the Aleutian campaign and the Battle of 
Attu. Holder of the eae ooue Se Lae pedis tect ps 

P ; : 1 7] ‘lasp anc e American Defense service 
the Good Conduct Ribbon with Cla P Sea oti Gani Chaffee. 


ybon with one Battle Star, 


1.—Ens. Mildred Pauline O’Dell, daughter of James 
M. and Bertha M. O’Dell, was born September 28, 
1916, at St. Charles, Arkansas. She attended St. 
Charles and DeWitt High Schools and St. Vincent’s 
Nursing School at Little Rock. Enlisting in the 
Naval Nursing Corps May 20, 1942, she received 
training at Great Lakes hospitals, Great Lakes, 
Illinois, specializing for surgical nurse. After com- 
pleting training in the United States, Ensign O’Dell 
departed from the United States March 18, 1943, 
for San Juan, Puerto Rico, and was drowned off 
the shores of Puerto Rico May 9, 1943. She is sur- 
vived by her parents, who live in Almyra, Arkansas. 


2.—S/Sgt. George Edward Spears, son of the late 
Lillian Poole and Clyde Lynnville Spears, was born 
July 25, 1917, in Horatio, Arkansas. He attended 
Horatio Public Schools. Entering the Field Artillery 
September 10, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, and attended service 
schools at Ft. Ord, California. Sergeant Spears 
served for more than two years in the United States 
with the Army Ground Forces. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and was honorably dis- 
charged January 27, 1946, at Ft. Ord, California, 
but reenlisted for overseas duty, departing May 31, 
1946, for service with the Army of Occupation. 


3.—Cpl. Harvey A. Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. H. Wilson of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at 
Humphrey, July 20, 1912. He attended Humphrey 
High, School and then engaged in the trucking busi- 
ness. He entered the Army Air Corps September 
5, 1942, and received his basic training at Seymour 
Johnson Field, North Carolina and later specialized 
in carpentry. After spending a year and half in 
this country as a member of Detachment 906, Quar- 
termaster Corps, Corporal Wilson went to the South- 
west Pacific as a member of the 5th Air Force. 
Overseas 18 months, he participated in the New 
Guinea and Luzon campaigns and received the 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged No- 
vember 28, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He lives with 
his wife, Patsy Marcella, and their child. 


4.—Cpl. William Merle O’Dell, son of James M. and 
Bertha M. O’Dell, was born January 25, 1922, at St. 
Charles, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending DeWitt High School, after which he was 
engaged in farming until entering the Army Air 
Forces February 20, 1943. He received basic train- 
ing at St. Petersburg and Boca Raton, Florida, 
qualifying for radio and radar operator in Air 
Transport Command. After completing his training, 
Corporal O’Dell flew with the Air Transport Com- 
mand between the United States and Africa, Europe, 
and Canada. He was honorably discharged December 
19, 1945. He and his wife, Juanita, live in Almyra, 
Arkansas, with their child. 


5.—Aviation Electrician’s Mate 2/c John B. Spears, 
son of the late Lillian Poole and Clyde Lynnville 
Spears, was born June 23, 1925, in Heavener, Okla- 
homa, moving to Arkansas in July, 1926. He at- 
tended Horatio and Little Rock Public Schools. En- 
tering the Naval Resérve September 4, 1942, he re- 
ceived boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and 
attended Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, qualifying 
as aviation electrician and aerial gunner. He served 
for two years and 10 months in the United States 
before departing June 23, 1945, for Hawaii, Korea, 
Okinawa, Guam, Kwajalein, and Johnston Islands, 
remaining overseas for eight months and spending 
three months with the occupation forces. Mate 
Spears was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and 
was honorably discharged February 19, 1946, at 
San Pedro, California. He is now attending Pan- 
American School of Aviation in North Hollywood, 
California. 


6.—Maj. John C. Mommsen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gartus Mommsen, was born March 22, 1915, at 
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received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Te: 
afterwards attended State Teachers College, B 
ville, Texas, and Adjutant General’s Officer 
date School, where he received his commission z 
second lieutenant, and was promoted successive 
to rank of major. After completing his train 
in the United States, he served in the Persian Gu 
Command, Iran, for almost two years. Major Momm-_ 
sen was relieved from active duty March 12, 1946. 
He and his wife, Fern, live in Almyra, Arkansas, 
with their son. re % 


7.—I1st Lt. Gene P. Brown, son of Mrs. Annie Marie 
Brown, was born at DeWitt, Arkansas, January 21, 
1917. He attended DeWitt High School and Univer- 
sity of Arkansas, after which he was employed 
by Schafer Chevrolet Company. He entered the 
Army July 1, 1941, and received his basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California. He attended the In- 
fantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and qualified 
for infantry unit commander and assistant adjutant 
general. After serving almost three years with the 
3rd and 75th Divisions, he was sent to New Caledo- 
nia, May 11, 1944, and participated in the Bougain- 
ville, Solomon Islands and Southern Philippines 
campaigns. He was released from duty at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, March 12, 1946. 


8.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/c James Arthur 
O’Dell, son of James M. and Bertha M. O’Dell, was 
born November 24, 1918, at St. Charles, Arkansas. 
He attended St. Charles and DeWitt High Schools, 
after which he was employed at Lockheed Airplane 
Factory until enlisting in Naval Aviation February 
10, 1942. He received boot training at San Diego, 
and attended Service School at Alameda, California, 
qualifying for aviation machinist mate. After com- 
pleting training in the United States, he departed 

from the United States in April 1943, for Fiji and 

New Hebrides Islands. After serving 20 months 
overseas, Mate O’Dell received an honorable dis- 
charge at San Pedro, California, December 9, 1945. 

He lives in Almyra, Arkansas. 


9.—Lt. (j. g.) Davidson Cochran Roy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Roy, was born at Van, Arkansas, October 
19, 1913. He received his education in DeWitt 
schools; Polytechnic College, Russellville, Arkansas, 
and University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. He was 
then employed as county administrative officer of 
Agriculture Adjustment Agency in Lonoke and 
Lincoln counties. He entered the Naval Reserve 
July 28, 1942, and received his boot training at 
Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Peary, 
Virginia. He attended Indoctrination School, Holly- 
wood, Florida, and School of Communications at 
Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
qualified as a communication officer. After serving 
two years in the United States, he was sent to 
Brazil, September 14, 1944. He was stationed there 
10 months and returned to this country in July 1945. 
He was released to inactive duty December 10, 1945, 
at Officer Separation Center, Great Lakes, Illinois. 
His wife is Myra S. Roy. 


10.—Chief Electrician’s Mate Clyde McClain Spears, 
son of the late Lillian Poole and Clyde Lynnville 
Spears, was born September 16, 1923, in Heavener, 
Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1927. He attended 
Horatio Grade and Bismarck High Schools, after- 
wards being engaged in electrical and welding work. 
Entering the Navy Seabees October 1, 1942, he 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, gquali- 
fying as electrician. He departed November 11, 
1942, for Adak and Honolulu, remaining overseas 
for nearly three years and participating in cam- 
paigns in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. 
Mate Spears was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific and American Theater Ribbons, and 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged 
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October 1, 1945, in Honolulu, T. H., and remained 
there as a civilian employee of the electrical com- 
pany. ’ 


11.—Pfe. William Austin Mouser son of John Gar- 
rett and Vivian Parker Mouser, was born September 
9, 1924, at Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Humphrey Grammar and 
High Schools. Entering the Infantry June 5, 1948, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, Califor- 
nia, where he specialized in use of the mortar and 
qualified for Infantry rifleman. After training in 
the United States for six months, he was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he participated in 
the campaigns of the Philippines and Luzon, and 
was wounded in action. Private Mouser was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Silver Star, and 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon. Returning to the United 
States January 9, 1946, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, January 16, 1946. He lives in 
Humphrey, Arkansas. 


12.—Cpl. Clarence B. Newbold is the son of Mrs. 
Nellie Johnson of Stuttgart, Arkansas, where he 
was born February 10, 1926. He was educated at 
Stuttgart High School and enlisted in the Marine 
Corps June 16, 1942. Corporal Newbold received 
his boot training at San Diego, California, and then 
was sent to the South Pacific theater in October, 
1942. He served in New Zealand and in the fighting 
at Guadalcanal, Tarawa and Saipan, during his 28 
months of foreign service. Holder of the Purple 
Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon with one Star, 
he was returned to this country and is now stationed 
at Charleston, South Carolina. He was a member 
of the 2nd Marine Division in the South Pacific 
fighting. 


13.—I1st Lt. James Simmons Pollard, Jr., is the son 
of James Simmons Pollard, Sr., of Stuttgart, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born November 29, 1924. He 
attended Stuttgart High School and the University 
of Arkansas, and entered the Army Air Forces 
April 1, 19438. Lieutenant Pollard completed his 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and 
then attended cadet schools of the Air Forces. He 
became the pilot of a B-26 medium bomber and was 
sent to France in October 1944. Overseas nine 
months, he took part in the Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns while serving with 
the 455th Bomb Sdn., 323rd Bomb Group of the 
9th Air Force. He won the Air Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters, European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon 
and was placed in inactive duty at Borden General 
Hospital, Chickasha, Oklahoma, February 19, 1946. 


14.—Capt. Roland E. Darrow, son of Bert and 
Marion Darrow of Pine Bluff, was born in Kansas 
City, Missouri, December 22, 1897. He attended 
Kansas City High School, William Jewel College 
at Liberty, Missouri, and did special work at Gar- 
rett Seminary and Northwestern University. He 
moved to Arkansas in 1939, and entered the Army 
Chaplain’s Corps on January 16, 1948. After com- 
pleting his primary military training at Ft. McClel- 
lan, Alabama, and Camp Lee, Virginia, he attended 
the Chaplain’s School at Harvard University. After 
two years in this country as a member of the Chap- 
lains Corps, he was sent to France in January, 
1945. Overseas a total of nearly eight months, he 
saw action in the Rhineland campaign. Chaplain 
Darrow has been hospitalized since June, 1945, for 
non-battle injuries. He expects to be released from 
active service soon. He and his wife, Olive, are the 
parents of one son, who is serving in the Marine 
Corps. 


15.—Lt. Col. Robert E. Kaufman, son of Mrs.-J. E. 
Kaufman of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Louise, 
Texas, May 6, 1912. He moved to Arkansas with 
his family in 1916 and attended the University of 
Arkansas. Colonel Kaufman received his first mili- 
tary training in the Reserve Officers’ Training 
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January 1944. Overseas 19 months, he tox 
the Normandy, Northern France, Rhinelan d, . 
nes and Central Europe campaigns and the g 
air offensive against Europe, and was award 
European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars. | 
was released from active duty at Sioux Falls, Sc uth 
Dakota, February 3, 1946. 


16.—Lt. Jack Carlyle Templeton, son of Mrs. Emma 
Clara Spiller, was born December 7, 1913, in Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fayetteville High 
School and University High School at Fayeteville. 
Entering the Supply Corps of the Navy October 24, 
1932, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, 
and ‘served for 12 years before departing June 17, 
1945, for the Philippine Islands and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for three 
years, he participated in the Iceland expedition, 
Sicilian invasion, and Philippine liberation and was 
awarded American Defense Ribbon, European Thea- 
ter Campaign Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Personal 
Citation, Pacific Campaign Ribbon, Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant: 
Templeton is still in the Regular Navy in San Fran- 
cisco, California. His home is in Stuttgart, Arkan- 
sas, and he is married to Isobelle Virginia Templeton 
and has two children. 


17.—Aviation Cadet Herbert Henry Spiller, son of 
Mrs. H. H. Spiller of 409 W. 9th St., Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, was born at Stuttgart September 9, 1925. 
After graduating from Stuttgart High School, he 
attended the University of Arkansas. Entering 
military service November 24, 1943, he received 
his basic training at Buckley Field, Colorado, and 
later attended Pre-flight School, Santa Ana, Califor- 
nia; College Training Detachment, University of 
Denver, and B-29 Engineer School, Amarillo, Texas. 
While in service he received medals denoting pro- 
ficiency with both carbine and pistol. After 23 
months of service, he was honorably discharged 
from his unit, Squadron W, 3071st AAF BU AAAF, 
at Amarillo, Texas, October 30, 1945. He and his 
wite, Jean Ann, are the parents of one child. 


18.—Lt. (j. g.) Norman W. Core is the son of Reba 
and Heber S. Core of Stuttgart. Born in that city 
September 28, 1918, he attended the Stuttgart Pub- 
lic Schools, College of the Ozarks at Clarksville, 
and Arkansas State Teachers College at Conway. 
He was employed as a school teacher and airways 
traffic controller until entering the Navy June 12, 
1943. Lieutenant Core completed his boot training 
at the Naval Training School at San Diego, and 
served his indoctrination training at Quonset Point, 
Rhode Island. He was connected with the Naval 
Air Transport Service and arrived in the Central 
Pacific theater in October, 1944. Overseas a total 
of more than 15 months, he was returned to this 
country and was returned to inactive duty at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, April 7, 1946. He and his wife, 
Dorothy, have two sons. 


19.—-S/Set. Robert L. Knoll, son of Jessie Lowe and 
Arley Franklin Knoll, was born June 3, 1918, at 
Chicago, Illinois, moving to Arkansas in January 
1920. He received his education by attending Stutt- 
gart High School and Hendrix College, Conway (two 
years). Entering the Army Air Corps January 23, 
1942, he received basic training at Jackson Air Base, 
Jackson, Mississippi, qualifying for engineering 
clerk-typist. He departed from the United States 
May 28, 1942, for India and China, remaining in 
that theater for almost three years. He received 
Battle Star for India-Burma campaign, and Battle 
Star for China campaign, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Bronze Star Medal Citation while serving with the 
22nd (Bombing Eagles) Squadron of the Flying 
Tigers, 14th Air Force, where he instituted filing 
methods and other office procedures which greatly 
facilitated the work of the squadron. Sergeant 
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1—T/Sgt. Sam Wilbur Marchand, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. D. Marchand, of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was 
born March 27, 1918, at Wheatley, Arkansas. He 
attended Stuttgart Public Schools and went to State 
Teachers College at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, for 
two years. Sergeant Marchand entered the Army 
Infantry in June, 1941, and received his basic train- 


ing at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. No further 


information regarding details of his service record 


_ were furnished. 


2.—T/Sgt. Harvey E. Miller, son of Mrs. Clara M. 
Stuckey of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was born at Stutt- 
gart on July 6, 1918. He attended the Stuttgart 
schools, then was employed by the Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Company and the Layne-Arkansas Drilling 
Company. Entering military service October 14, 
1942, he was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for 
basic training and later to Sioux Falls, South Da- 
kota, and to Las Vegas, New Mexico, for specialized 
training as a radio operator-gunner. After a year 
in this country, Sergeant Miller arrived with his unit. 
the 400th Bomber Group, on the Italian front. Over- 
seas 16 months, he participated in air combat in 
the Balkans, and in the Rome-Arno and Northern 
France campaigns. Holder of the Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, the European Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal, he was honorably discharge October 18, 1945, 
at San Antonio, Texas. 


3.—Cpl. James Cunningham McKay, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James A. McKay of DeWitt, Arkansas, was 
born at St. Charles, Arkansas, December 7, 1919. 
He graduated from DeWitt High School and attended 
Arkansas State Teacher’s College at Conway for 
three years, where he was an honor student. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps April 22, 1944, he com- 
pleted his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and specialized in photography. Corporal McKay 
served 19 months of military service as a member 
of the 2512th Army Air Force Base Unit and as a 
flying cadet at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Childress 
Army Air Field at Childress, Texas. Upon the 
discontinuance of the Army flying cadet program 
he became a photographer and was honorably dis- 
charged at Sheppard Field October 26, 1945. His 
wife is Annabelle McKay. 


—Set. Forrest Miller Marchand, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. §. D. Marchand, of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was 
born August 24, 1915, at Lonoke, Arkansas. He 
received his education in Stuttgart Public Schools, 


Sergeant Marchand entered the Army Air Force 
June 1941, and received his basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California. No further information regard- 
ing the service record of Sergeant Marchand was 
furnished. 


5.—Ist Lt. Charles A. Smith is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Christy C. Smith of Stuttgart, Arkansas, 
where he was born May 29, 1924. He attended 
Northeast Junior College at Monroe, Louisiana, and 
the University of Arkansas before entering the 
Army Air Forces on November 31, 1942. He re- 
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ceived his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and served in special schools at the University of 
Tulsa; Bombardier School at Victorville, California, 
and Technical School at Langley, Virginia. He be- 
came a bombardier-navigator and served two years 
with the 4th Air Force. In June, 1945, he was sent 
to Hawaii and has since served in the Netherlands 
East Indies, Okinawa and the Philippines. He is 
now on duty in the Pacific theater. He expects to 
be released from service in July, 1946. 


6.—Storekeeper 2/c Robert Carl Goodwin, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Goodwin, was born October 
13, 1924, in Almyra, Arkansas. He graduated from 
DeWitt High School and Colverts’ College. Entering 
the Navy September 9, 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Store- 
keepers’ School at Farragut, Idaho, and Landing 
Craft School at Coronado, California. He served 
for nearly two years in the United States at Mare 
Island, San Francisco, and San Diego, California. 
Departing May 15, 1945, aboard the U.S.S. Sitkoh 
Bay, he remained overseas for a year and was 
awarded the Victory Ribbon, American Defense Ser- 
vice Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged May 23, 1946, at 
St. Louis, Missouri, he returned to his home in 
DeWitt, Arkansas. 


7.—S/Sgt. Stone D. Howell, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
S. D. Howell, Sr. of Stuttgart, was born at Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, November 13, 1921. He attended 
Stuttgart High School and Draughon’s Business Col- 
lege before. entering the service on July 7, 1942. 
Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, 
he later attended Spartan School of Aeronautics at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Curstis-Wright at St. Louis, 
for specialized training as a mechanic. After 20 
months in this country, Sergeant Howell arrived 
with his unit, the 505th Fighter Squadron, in Eng- 
land. Overseas 19 months, he participated in the 
general air offensive and the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. He is holder of the Bronze Star Medal, 
the Distinguished Unit Badge, the Good Conduct 
Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with five 
Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged Oc- 
tober 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


8.—Pfe. Allen Barnes Marchand, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. §. D. Marchand, of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was 
born January 3, 1912, at Lonoke, Arkansas. He 
attended Stuttgart Public Schools and was a cattle 


buyer before entering the service. Private Mar- 
chand entered the Army Air Force January 1942, 
and received his basic training at Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas. His wife is Lillian Marchand. No further 
information regarding the service record of Allen 


Marchand was furnished. 


9.—Lt. Chester Logan Pond, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chester L. Pond, Sr., was born Mareh 11, 
1918, at Stuttgart, Arkansas. He graduated from 
the University of Arkansas with a B.S. degree. He 
was employed in a department store 1n Little Rock 
before entering the Naval Reserve September 2, 
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3 — 
mad © Donald W. Oliver, son of Mrs. 
Ewin Oliver, was born January 24, 1923, 
gart, Arkansas. He received his education 
ittending Stuttgart High School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Navy Re- 
serve November 16, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Gunnery 
School at Treasure Island, qualifying as electrician. 
Departing March 20, 1945, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations, Fireman Oliver served overseas for 
a year and was awarded Campaign Bars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged March 
11, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee, he returned to 
pre eot where he lives with his wife, Norma 
ucille. 


11.—Watertender 3/c Mason Warren Craig, son of 
Lydia and Percy Craig of Stuttgart, Arkansas, was 
born December 31, 1921, at Woodsworth, Louisiana. 
He was educated at West Helena, Wilson and Stutt- 
gart High Schools and was a machinist until entering 
the Navy on May 2, 1944. He completed his training 
at San Diego, California, and was sent to Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii in April 1945. Overseas eight 
months, he served with the Amphibious Forces of 
the Navy and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Philippine Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, February 
17, 1946. He and his wife, Edith Louise, have two 
children. 




















12.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c Charles Abram Brokaw, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Brokaw, was born 
February 17, 1911, at Litchfield, [linois, and moved 
to Arkansas in 1919. He graduated from Stuttgart 
High School and was employed by Cummings Elec- 
tric Shop at Stuttgart. He entered the Navy Feb- 
ruary 6, 1942, and received his boot training at the 
Naval Training Station, San Diego, California. He 
was honorably discharged August 15, 1942, at Head- 
quarters, 8th Naval District, San Diego, California. 


13.—Radarman 3/c George William Woerner, A fee, 
is the son of George William Woerner of Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, where he was born July 28, 1926. He 
attended Stuttgart High School and was employed 
as an apprentice draftsman at the Fairbanks-Morse 
Company before entering the Navy on July 21, 1944. 
Radarman Woerner served his boot training period 
at San Diego, California, and then attended the 
Radar School at Point Loma, California. He was 
assigned to the 294th Joint Assault Signal Company 
of the Army and was sent to the Hawaiian Islands 
as a member of this unit in April, 1945. He was 
later transferred back to duty with the Navy and 
‘saw service on Guam and in the Philippines during 
his 10 months overseas. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, March 9, 1946. His 
wife is the former Dorothy Dowtin. 


14.—Radioman 1/c Claude Durward Burke, son of 
Mee. Bette M. Burke, was born December 9, 1922, 
in Tichnor, Arkansas. He graduated from ph reat 
High School and attended Western Union eaeaaer 
Entering the Navy May 28, 1942, he received a 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended ie i 
School at Madison, Wisconsin, and Newport, R ode 
Island. He departed December 20, 1942, hae cee 
than three years of overseas service. He is stii In 


rifle sharpshooter. After serving for more than 
two years in the United States, he departed Janu- 
ary 13, 1946, for Italy, and remained overseas for 
seven months, participating in campaigns of Apen- 
nines Mountains in Northern Italy and Po Valley. 
He was awarded two Bronze Battle Stars and Unit 
Citation for meritorious service. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 28, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Stuttgart, Arkansas. 


16.—Petty Officer 2/c C. H. Travis, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Travis, was born at Austin, Arkansas, 
July 5, 1912. He graduated from Stuttgart High 
School and was later connected with the Travis 
Dry Cleaners in Stuttgart. He entered the Navy 
on May 2, 1944. Mate Travis received his boot 
training at San Diego, California, and later at- 
tended Armed Guard School at Norfolk, Virginia. 
He was sent to the South Pacific area and saw 
action there, participating in the fierce battle of 
Okinawa. After seven months of foreign service 
he returned to the United States and was discharged 
at Treasure Island, California, August 22, 1945. He 
lives with his wife Lorene Estell and their children. 


17.—Seaman 1/c Marvin M. Kirchoff, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Kirchoff of Stuttgart, was born at 
Cash, Arkansas, October 8, 1926. He attended the 
Stuttgart Public Schools and Hendrix College at 
Conway and entered the Navy on February 21, 1945. 
He received his boot training at Millington, Ten- 
nessee, and attended the Mechanical School at Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, and the Gunnery School at Jack- 
sonville, Florida. He became a gunner mechanic 
and was assigned to duty with a naval air crew. 
Seaman Kirchoff was sent to Puerto Rico in Feb- 
ruary, 1946. He is still serving with the Navy on 
overseas duty. 


18.—Cpl. Merlyn F. Kirchoff is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Kirchoff of Stuttgart, Arkansas, where 
he was born December 8, 1924. He was educated 
in the Stuttgart schools and was employed as a 
clerk until entering the Army Air Corps June 21, 
1943. Corporal Kirchoff completed his basic train- 
ing at Amarillo, Texas, and was then sent to the 
Quartermaster Supply School at Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia, and became a supply clerk and warehouse- 
man. He has seen nearly three years of military 
service with the 302nd Army Air Force Base Unit 
and is the holder of the Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Marksman’s Medal for the rifle. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 
25, 1946. 


19.—Cpl. Ralph Thomas Haller, son of John Jacob 
and Ruth Lurinda Haller, was born at Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, July 6, 1917. He received his education 
at Shannon Schools and was later engaged as a 
farmer and a stationary engineer. He entered the 
Army Air Corps May 13, 1942, and received his 
basic training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. He 
then attended Military Police Service School and 
qualified as a military police. He received Marks- 
man’s Medal September 14, 19438 for carbine, Ex- 
ert Medal for use of sub-machine gun on January 
10, 1945, and Expert Medal for .45 caliber M-3. 
After serving almost three years with the 2nd Air 
Force, he left the United States for the Pacific 
theater. He saw ground combat at lwo Jima and 
was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He received an 
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r. Sergeant Sullivan served for 
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Motor Machinist’s Mate 1/c Aver 
y Jackson Cud i 
ah, ener 5 ae Has ee me 15, 1922, in Meet eA Aace 
{ education by attending Wynne Hi 
eats the Navy June 15, 1943, he received boot Bees 
an Diego, California, and attended Service Schools. He de- 
parted April 1, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations 
Overseas for a year and three months, he participated in cam- 
paigns of Normandy. Beach, where he helped in the rescue of 
wounded men from a burning LC-1, and the invasion of France 
being awarded one Battle Star and one Citation Ribbon He 
served 15 months on the sub-chaser 1291 and was later sent to 
Portland, Maine, for service aboard destroyer U.S.S. Stienaker 
where he is still on duty. His home is in Wynne. 





Mr. and Mrs. James Dodson 





GEORGE H. SULLIVAN 
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RICHARD M. DUNCAN 





Sgt. Richard M. Duncan, son of H. C. Duncan of Marks, Mis 
sissippi, and Mrs. B. H. Garrett of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
was born May 27, 1920, at Royston, Georgia, and moved t 
Arkansas in 1931. He was educated at the Wynne, Arkansas 
High School prior to entering military service January 24, 1942. 
He was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for his basic infantry 
training, and became a member of the Aviation Cadet program 
in June, 1943. Sergeant Duncan remained an aviation cadet 
until September, 1944, when he was transferred back to the 
Infantry. Arriving in Naples, Italy, in December 1944, he served 
more than 13 months overseas and took part in the North 
Apennines and Po Valley campaign. He was awarded the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. A veteran 
of more than four years of military service, he served in this 
country with the Headquarters Company of the 2nd Infantry 
Division and the Aviation Cadets and has also served with other 
Infantry units. He was honorably discharged February 2, 1946, 
after serving six months with the Army of Occupation in 
Austria. His wife is the former Ova Statham. 





Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Herschel Morris Glenn, son of Evelyn 
Urie and Earl Glenn, was born September 27, 1918, in Fisher, 
Arkansas. He attended Fisher High School, afterwards being 
employed as motor mechanic, painter, and body man with H. K. 
Barwick Ford Garage in Wynne, Arkansas. Entering the Navy 
March 30, 1944, he received boot training in San Diego, spe- 
cializing in amphibious landing craft. He departed August 7, 
1944, for Milne Bay, New Guinea, and during his more than a 
year overseas participated in South Pacific campaigns. After 
being honorably discharged November 23, 1945, at Millington, 
Tennessee, he returned to Wynne, where he lives with his wife, 
Kathryne, and their children. 
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Coxswain George H. Martin, USNR, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
R. Martin of Wynne, Arkansas, was born at Wynne on October 
29, 1921, and graduated .from Wynne High School prior to 
entering the Navy on May 26, 1942. He received his boot training 
at the Great Lakes (Illinois) Naval Training Station and was 
assigned to duty on landing craft of the Amphibious Forces. 
Overseas a total of 30 months, he participated in the North 
African and Sicilian invasions, and in the South Pacific oper- 
ations..of the Marshall Islands, Guam, Peleliu, Leyte, Luzon, 
and Iwo Jima. Holder of a personal citation from Admiral 
Spruance, the Navy Good Conduct Medal, the European-African- 
Middle Eastern and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons, with Battle 
Stars denoting his engagements, he was honorably discharged 
December 2, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. 


. GEORGE H. MARTIN 





Martin of Wynne, Arkansas, where he was born September 
BG gio. He Raided the Wynne High School and was employed 
as a laboratory technician by the General Controls Psa 
at Glendale, California. Entering the Army Air Forces June l, 
| 1943, he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for his basic eee 
and later completed his training as a navigator. ma gto 
| Martin was sent to England in September, 1944, and servec ys 
the 8th Air Force. He was on his 13th combat mission wi ce 
| his plane was shot down and he parachuted to safety A a ield 
| near Cuxhaven, Germany. He was captured by the ETD 
and was a prisoner at Stalag Luft 1 near Barth, ight ek ee 
he was liberated by the Russians April 30, 194 a ae - 
) evacuated to Le Havre, France, and from there ieee as ae 
| the United States. Holder of the Air Medal with ae Oa sere 
| Peete cleo Pec Bee cmuline clit Be eieedaot 
is also a member of the Caterpillar ines oo trac 
| Eee Nee have resorted to parachutes to save pee IN ine 
| was placed on inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, , 
i 


. 
| 2nd Lt. Rex Hugh Martin is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George 





30, 1945. His wife is Floreine Blessing Martin. 


REX H. MARTIN 
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S/Sgt. Jimmie K. Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Williams of 
Hazen, Arkansas, was born at Hazen on February 18, 1908. He 
attended Little Rock High School and then was employed as an 
inspector for the Kelsey-Hayes Wheel Company of Detroit, 
Michigan, before entering the service October 23, 1942. Sent 
to Camp Polk, Louisiana, for basic training, he afterwards 
became a mess sergeant. After two years in this country, 
Sergeant Williams arrived with his unit, the 11th Armored 
Division, in Europe. Overseas 14 months, he participated in the 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European campaigns, and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars and medals denoting expert markman- 
ship with the rifle and machine gun. He was honorably dis- 
charged November 6, 1945, at Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania. 
He and his wife, Naomi, have two children. 





JIMMIE K. WILLIAMS 


Seaman 1/c Chester H. Caster, son of Mr. and Mrs. George R. 
Caster of Wynne, Arkansas, was born at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on March 6, 1913, and after completing his education at Wynne 
High School, was employed by the Ford Motor Company and 
the Nehi Bottling Company at Wynne. He entered the Coast 
Guard December 11, 1942, and was trained at Manhattan Beach, 
New York, as a gunner and was assigned to the amphibious 
forces. After two years in this country, he was sent to the 
Pacific area and participated in the initial assaults and invasions 
of Okinawa and Iwo Shima, and in the liberation of the Philip- 
pine Islands. Holder of the American Theater Ribbon, the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
October 17, 1945, at St. Louis. 





CHESTER H. CASTER 
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Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Donald B. Jarvis, son of Mattie C. and 
| Cornelius B. Jarvis, was born December 29, 1922, in Wynne, 
| Arkansas. He graduated from Wynne High School in 1942, and 
| was employed by Murray Chevrolet 
| Service Departments. Entering the Navy June 23, 1942, he 
| received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
' Landing Craft School at San Diego and Diesel Landing Craft 
School at Morro Bay, California, 
' operator. He departed Augu 
| Theater of Operations, attac 


qualifying as landing craft 
st 12, 1942, for the South Pacific 
hed to anti-aircraft gun crew on 
ved as landing and salvage 


Philippines, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, 
original landing), Yokohoma, and Kure, Japan, 


Santa Cruz. Mate Jarvis was 
uct Medal, and Ship Unit Cita- 
charged January 14, 1946, at 
d to his home in Wynne. 


Electrician’s Mate 2/c Paul Derwyn Blessing was bo 

10, 1924, in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He petendee MSE ea 
Harrisburg High Schools. Entering the Navy January 25, 1943 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended 
Landing Craft School. He departed in 1943, for the North and 
South Pacific Theaters of Operations and remained overseas 
for more than two years, also spending 12 months at Adak 
Alaska. Mate Blessing participated in campaigns of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa and received the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged March 5, 1946, at 
see Tennessee, he returned to his home in Wynne, 

rkansas. 
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VERNON N. HEAD 


Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. After being 


Sgt. Walter Allen Head, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Walter Head, was 
born at Wynne, Arkansas, July 21, 1914. He graduated from Wynne High 
School, Draughon’s Business College in Memphis, Tennessee, and the 
Modern Aircraft Welding School in Memphis. Entering the Army Air 
Corps December 15, 1941, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and was assigned to duty as an operations clerk. After almost 
three years in the United States, he sailed November 15, 1944, with his 
unit for the China-Burma-India theater, where he participated in the 
China offensive, the Central Burma and the India-Burma campaigns. He 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal and Expert Awards for carbine and rifle marks- 
manship. Sergeant Head was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, December 28, 1945. 


charged September 23, 1945. 
EDWIN C. HEAD 


Sgt. Tommy A. Conger, son of the late Joe S. and Beulah Conger, was 
born at Wynne, Arkansas, January 26, 1917. Educated at Wynne High 
School, he was a mail carrier and brakeman for the Missouri Pacific Rail- 
road until entering military service June 2, 1942. Sergeant Conger served 
his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was then stationed 
at the Tank Destroyer School at Camp Hood, Texas, where he served as 
a weapons instructor. In May, 1944, he was transferred to the Combat 
Engineers and in October 1944, was sent to the European theater with 
the 1252nd Combat Engineers. In France, he attended the Bridge School 
and saw action in the battles of the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe. Overseas 11 months, he was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Polk, Louisiana, November 21, 1945. His wife is Helen Elois 
Conger. 
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T/5 Vernon N. Head, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman W. Head, was born 
September 11, 1925, in Wynne, Arkansas. He attended Wynne Public 
School, afterwards being employed as apprentice butcher. Entering the 
Cavalry March 11, 1944, he received basic training at Camp LaMasa, 
California, and attended Radio School, qualifying as medical air man and ‘ 
carbine sharpshooter. After spending more than a year in the United 
States with the 115th Cavalry, Troop E, he departed June 30, 1945, for 
the Philippines, and remained overseas for nine months. He spent seven 
months with the Army of Occupation and U.S.A.F.I., Hiro, Japan, and | 
was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 

Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation 













honorably discharged May 


‘ 
3 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Wynne. 





WALTER A. HEAD 


T/Sgt. Edwin C. Head, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman W. Head, was born 
at Wynne, Arkansas, August 19, 1923. After graduation from Wynne 
High School, he was employed as a sales clerk until entering the Army on 
February 17, 1943. Following basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
he attended specialized radio operator and mechanic schools at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, and Scott Field, Illinois, and a school of aerial gun- 
nery at Las Vegas, Nevada. After two years’ service in the United 
States, he landed with his Air Corps unit in Italy, and during the follow- 
ing year participated in bombing missions over Europe, Rome, Normandy, 
the Balkans, Northern and Southern France. 
Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, the Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters, a Presidential Citation, Sharpshooters Medals (carbine and 
rifle) and Marksman’s Medal (.45 caliber pistol), he was honorably dis- 


Holder of the European 


TOMMY A. CONGER 






Baraat na Minas 


WILLIAM C. MORRIS 


| Seaman 1/c W. M. Crippen, son of Mrs. Grace Crippen, was born at 


_ Gunner’s Mat 


(v? 


aU Mate 2/c William Carl Morris, son of Garnett and A. C. Morri 

a born in Wynne, Arkansas. He received his education by ereiting 
Wynne Public Schools. Entering the Navy April 3, 1940, he received 
boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and attended Gunner’s School. Serving 
in the regular Navy, Mate Morris spent most of his six years’ duty at sea. 
He was assigned to the U.S.S. Tuscaloosa, U.S.S. South Dakota, U.S.S. 
California, and U.S.S. Rendova and was on the battleship South Dakota 
when it became known as battleship X after shooting down 36 Japanese 
planes. He also participated in campaigns at Guadalcanal and Santa Cruz 
and was honorably discharged April 6, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee. 
His home is in Wynne. 


Forrest City, Arkansas, September 19, 1913. He received his education by 
attending Forrest City High School, after which he was employed as a 
tailor. He entered the Navy August 20, 1942, and received boot training 


| at Great Lakes, Illinois, Naval Training Station. After serving in the 
| United States for over two years, he departed for England September 4, 


1944, for nine months’ overseas service. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Millington, Tennessee, September 19, 1945, and returned to 


| 


BERNICE E. MILLER 





‘and one-half years of 


medal. 





Wynne, where he lives with his wife, Alma, and their child. 
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brakeman until he entere 


training at St. Louis an rae 
Massachusetts, where he specialized in chemical warfare. 
meritorious service in the Coast Guard, Mate Hall 


d October 3, 1945, at St Louis. Among his awards 
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W. M. CRIPPEN 


Cpl. Bernice E. Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude A. Miller of Wynne, 
Arkansas, was born at Wynne on December 31, 1919. He attended Wynne 
High School and then was employed as a brakeman by the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Co. until his entry into the Marine Corps on February 
17, 1943. He received his boot training at San Diego, California, and after 
one year in the United States, arrived with his unit, the 4th Marine 
Division, in the South Pacific early in 1944. Overseas 21 months, Corporal 
Miller participated in the Marshall, Marianas and Volcano Islands cam- 
paigns and the battles of Saipan, Tinian and Iwo Jima. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars, the Presidential 
Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and Marksman’s Medals (ma- 
chine gun and M-1 rifle). He was honorably discharged November 1, 
1945, at Great Lakes, Illinois. He and his wife, Carleen, have one child. 
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LEONARD M. DUNHAM, JR. 


T/5 Charles Mack Stacy is the son of Florence Moore Stacy and the late 
Mack Stacy of Wynne, Arkansas, where he was born March 27, 1924. After 
graduating from Wynne High School, he attended the Georgia School of 
Technology at Atlanta, Georgia. He enlisted in the Army Reserve on 
December 15, 1942, and was inducted into active service April 4, 1943. 
He completed his basic training in the Coast Artillery at Camp Callan, 
California, and then attended the Army Specialized Training Program at 
the University of Indiana. Corporal Stacy served with the 20th and 7th 
Armored Divisions in this country and was sent to the European theater 
in June, 1944. Overseas 19 months, he saw action in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 
He served throughout the above campaigns as radio operator with the 
147th Armored Signal Co. of the 7th Armored Division. Holder of the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, American Theater and 
Victory Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal and Presidential Unit Citation. He 
was honorably discharged January 29, 1946 at Jefferson Barracks. 


Arkansas, with his wife Dorothy Maxine. 


T/5 Leonard Marion Dunham, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonar« 
ham, Sr., was born at West Point, Arkansas, June 20, 1920. H 
his education by attending West Point Public Schools, after wh 
was employed as school bus driver and truck driver. Entering th 
Corps June 2, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, 
qualifying for mail clerk. After serving 25 months with 81st S 
Corps, he departed from the United States July _1, 1944, for the A 
Pacific theater and participated in Southern Philippines and W 
Pacific campaigns. He received Marksmanship Medals for his profici 
in the use of the M-1 rifle, .45 caliber pistol, .03 rifle, .50 caliber machine 
gun and Thompson sub-machine gun and was awarded World War I 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic 
Pacifie Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star, and Meritorious Service Unit Citation. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 27, 1945, and lives in Tyronza, 
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CHARLES M. STACY 


Seaman 2/c Harry Lehman Scott, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Scott 
of Wynne, Arkansas, was born July 25, 1926, at Luxora, Arkansas. He 
received his education in the public schools of Wynne and was graduated 
from Baylor School of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Seaman Seott entered 
the Navy July 27, 1944, receiving his boot training at Camp Perry, Vir- 
ginia. (No further information regarding Seaman Scott’s service record 


was furnished.) 





HARRY L. SCOTT, JR. 


Pfc. Horace Daniel Proctor is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Proctor of 
Wynne, Arkansas, where he was born May 23, 1924. A graduate of Wynne 
High School, he attended the University of Arkansas and was employed 
with his father in the grocery business until entering the Army Air 
Corps September 3, 1943. Private Proctor received his basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and later completed special training in gunnery 
at San Antonio, Texas, and Kingman Field, Arizona. He became an aerial 
gunner and served two and one-half years in the Army Air Forces. Holder 
of the American Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the Victory 
Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, March 
22, 1946. 
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Sgt. Herbert Everett Proctor, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert E. Proctor, 
Sr., was born at Wynne, Arkansas, December 31, 1916. He received his 
education by attending Arkansas State College, Jonesboro; Cumberland 
University Law School, Lebanon, Tennessee, and Arkansas Law School, 
Little Rock. His occupation was that of attorney. Entering the Army 
Air Forces September 28, 1942, he received basic training at Santa Ana, 
California, later attending Service Schools at Fargo, North Dakota, and 
Dayton, Ohio. Serving three years with the 4032d AAF Base Unit, he 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. He received an honorable 
discharge at Chanute Field, Illinois, December 6, 1945, and returned 
A ieee where he now lives with his wife, Virginia, and their two 
children. 


Electrician’s Mate 1/c Ralph Young, son of Mr. and Mrs. John O. Young 
lof 3405 Roosevelt Road, Little Rock, Arkansas, was born at Harrisburg, 
‘Arkansas, January 4, 1911. He attended Earle High School at Earle, 
‘Arkansas, and was an electrical engineer and owner of an electrical busi- 
ness until entering the Navy January 17, 1944. After serving his basic 
training period at San Diego, California, he was sent to the Pacific 
jtheater in July, 1944, and remained overseas for 16 months. He saw 
faction at Saipan, Tinian and the Ryukyus Islands and remained at Oki- 
‘nawa until he took part in the occupation of Japan. After service in Japan 
‘and Hong Kong, he was returned to the United States and was returned 
‘to the United States and was honorably discharged at Millington, Ten- 
‘nessee December 8, 1945. He and his wife, the former Mary Graves, 
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SAMUEL C. PATTERSON 





RALPH YOUNG 


Lt. Samuel Coleman Patterson, son of Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Jasper Patter- 
son of Wynne, Arkansas, was born July 8, 1916, in Ft. Morgan, Colorado, 
moving to Arkansas in 1924. He attended Morrilton High School, South- 
western College in Memphis, Tennessee (B.A. degree 19383), and Union 
Theological Seminary (B.D. degree 1941), afterwards serving as pastor 
of Kate Anderson Presbyterian Church in Martinsville, Virginia. Entering 
the Naval Reserve June 28, 1944, he attended Naval Training School for 
Chaplains at Williamsburg, Virginia. Lieutenant Patterson served at 
Marine Corps Base in San Diego for five months and departed May 9, 
1945, for the Philippine Islands with Marine Aircraft Group 32, remaining 
overseas for more than a year in Zamboanga and Tsingtao, pita 
participated in the Philippine liberation campaign. After being eee y 
discharged July 10, 1946, at San Francisco, California, he wecuatt a a 

to the First Presbyterian Church in Leland, Mississippi, where he will make 
his home with his wife, Estelle, and their daughter. 
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ville (B.A. degr 


26, 1942, 
schools at Boston, 
as gunnery officer and 
and departed in June 1 


Wallace, Texas, he ret : 
'drews and Wharton in Houston, Texas, where he 


son of Wynne, Arkansas, was born December 16, 1909, in Monticello, 
eb eas, He attended Morrilton High School, Arkansas College at Bates- 
ee 1931), and University of Texas (L.L.B. 1937), atter- 
wards being employed as athletic coach and principal of Searcy, palsghee 
High School and as attorney in Houston, Texas. Entering the Navy a 
he received training at New Orleans, Louisiana, and attenc ec 
Massachusetts, and Little Creek, Virginia, qualifying 
first lieutenant. He served with Naval Intelligence 
943, for duty in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans 


land the Mediterranean Sea. Overseas for nearly two and a half years, 


‘he participated in campaigns of Leyte Totutarclos, 
ine honorably discharged Novembet 14.1945, at.ce 
Pe esse he ve urned fe his law practice with Baker, Botts, An- 
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lives with his wife, 
HUGH M. PATTERSON 
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Aviation Electronics Technician Mate 3/e rewis Spence 4 
Mrs. Blanch Lewis Cook, was born October 18, 1917, in McG 
sas. He attended Wynne High School and Arkansas State | 


smith. Entering the Naval Air Corps December 28, 1944, a send 

boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Pre-radio, Element 
Elec. and Radio Materiel, and Advanced Airborne Electronics Maintenan 
Schools, qualifying as radio-radar technician and inspector. Mate Fountai 
served for a year and a half in the United States and was honorably dis 
charged June 17, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in Wynn 






Arkansas. 
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LEWIS S. FOUNTAIN 


2nd Lt. Edward Byrd Best, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierce Best, was 
born June 21, 1926, in Alexandria, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1930. 
He graduated from Wynne High School and attended Hendrix College for 
two years. Entering the Infantry January 23, 1945, he received basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and attended Officer Candidate School 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as Infantry platoon leader and expert 
rifleman. Lieutenant Best is still in service. His home is in Wynne, 
Arkansas. 





EDWARD B. BEST 


T/4 Hector C. Lane, son of Annie Belle and H. D. Lane, was born De 
cember 22, 1921, in Wynne, Arkansas. He attended Wynne High Scho 
and Harding College in Searcy, afterwards being employed as an a 
countant. Entering the Finance Department and Corps of Engineer 
July 22, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisians 
qualifying as company clerk and finance clerk. He departed December ¢ 
1943, with 5th Army Headquarters for Europe, and remained oversea 
for a year and eight months, participating in the campaigns of Rome 
Arno, Po Valley, and Northern Apennines. He was awarded three Bronz 
Campaign Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon, and European-African Middl 
Eastern Service Ribbon. After being honorably discharged October 2! 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Wynne, where he lives with h: 


wife, Edythe, and their child. 





HECTOR C. LANE 


T/4 Hunter W. Lane, son of Nannie Irene and James Thomas Lane, was 
born July 15, 1910, in Whiteville, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1917. 
He attended McElroy, Wynne, and Colt Schools, afterwards being em- 
ployed as railroad engineer. Entering the 715th Railway Operating Bn. 
October 20, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, 
and attended Railway Operating School at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
qualifying as locomotive engineer. He departed April 29, 1943, for the 
European Theater of Operations and remained overseas for two years and 
four months. He participated in campaigns of European-African-Middle 
Eastern theater, Foggia-Naples, Rome-Arno, and North Apennines and was 
awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with three 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon, and Presidential Unit Citation. After 
being honorably discharged October 26, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
he reenlisted in the Army. 
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HUNTER W. LANE 








ELGAN C. ROBERTSON 


Col. Elgan Clayton Robertson, son of William J. and Malisie Robertson, 
was born November 9, 1889, in Conway County, Arkansas. After com- 
pleting high school, he attended Ouachita Academy and Springfield Col- 
lege, studied law, and was admitted to practice in the courts of Arkansas. 
He served in World War I, entering the Armed Forces August 5, 1917; 
and as commanding officer of the 206th Regt., Arkansas National Guard, 
entered World War II January 6, 1941 (Coast Artillery Anti-aircraft). 
He attended anti-aircraft courses in gunnery and tactics. After serving 
over two years attached to 106th C. A. Regt. and 62nd A. A. Brigade, 
he departed February 28, 1942, for Dutch Harbor, Aleutian Islands, where 
he was in command of the 206th A. A. Regt. during two battles at Dutch 
Harbor. Colonel Robertson qualified as expert rifleman and in gunnery, 
radar, A.W. weapons, and tactics. He also served as colonel in command 
of the 62nd Anti-aircraft Bridage. In addition to other decorations, he 
was awarded one Battle Star and recommended for Legion of Merit Award. 
He received an honorable discharge at Hot Springs, Arkansas, November 
30, 1944, returning to Marianna, where he lives with his wife, Mae. He 
is now brigadier general in the Arkansas National Guard. 
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EUGENE N. JERNIGAN 


Sgt. Edward Gene Jernigan is the son of Gus Marion and Mary 
Elizabeth Jernigan of Marianna, Arkansas. Born at Marianna 
on November 16, 1926, he graduated from Marianna High School 
and attended Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas. On March 
13, 1944, he entered the Marine Corps and was sent to San 
Diego, California, to serve his boot training. Upon the com- 
pletion of his boot training, he was sent to the Pre-radar School 
at Chicago, Illinois, and later to the Radar School at Corpus 
Christi, Texas. He became a radar technician and has served 
two years in that capacity. Sergeant Jernigan is now stationed 
at the Marine Air Base, Cherry Point, North Carolina. He 
expects to be honorably discharged September 1, 1946. 


EDWARD G. 
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Cpl. Eugene N. Jernigan, son of Mrs. O. L. Scaland and Jessi 
Roy Jernigan, was born March 9, 1923, in New Smyrna, Florida 
moving to Arkansas in 1924. He attended T. A. Futrall Hig 
School. Entering the Coast Artillery March 23, 1941, he receive 
basic training at Corregidor, Philippine Islands, qualifying a 
expert gunner and specializing in range section. Attached ti 
Btry. I, 59th C.A.C., he departed April 23, 1941, for the Philip 
pines and remained overseas for four and a half years. He par 
ticipated in the Philippine defense and was wounded in action 
taken prisoner of war by the Japanese at Ft. Hughes May 6 
1942, and liberated September 12, 1945. Corporal Jernigan wa 
awarded the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation with tw 
Oak Leaf Clusters, American Defense Ribbon with one Star 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with two Stars, 
and American Theater Ribbon. He is still in the Army, and hi 
wife, Bobbie Jean, lives in Marianna, Arkansas. 


Good Conduct Medal 
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LEON C. CASTLING 
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\S/Sgt. Harold Dean Brainard, son of Clara B. and Neal D. Brainard, was 
born December 8, 1917, in Okolona, Arkansas. He attended Marianna 
\Elementary School and T. A. Futrall High School. A member of the 
\National Guard since August 1933, he entered the 206th Coast Artillery, 
[B.A., A.N.G., November 20, 1940, and received basic training at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. Sergeant Brainard attended A.A. Centralized Medical School and 
qualified as medical noncommissioned officer. He departed October 20, 
1941, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and remained overseas for more than 
two years, participating in the Aleutian campaign. He was awarded 
ithe Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon with one 
(Bronze Star, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Bronze Star. After 


‘being honorably discharged June 2, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, he returned to 
/Marianna, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Mae, and their son. 


i 
| 

| born June 15, 1915, in Okolona, Arkansas. 
Futrall High School in Marianna, Arkansas, 
ing the 206th Coast Artillery, 
entered the Air Corps April 12; 
pard Fi 
at Lowrey Field, Colorado, and 


gunner and aerial gunner and re 
served for more than two years 


where he lives with his w 


RALPH B. BRAINARD 
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HAROLD D. BRAINARD 


as tank builder, line man, heavy equipment opera 
National Guard, 


isché May 8, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, returnin 
ae ife, Zana, and their children. 


T/ 5 Leon C. Castling, son of Eunice Robertson and Fred P. Cast- 
ling, was born January 10, 1911, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He 
attended Fort Smith High School and Junior College and Little 
Rock Junior College. Entering the Infantry February 24, 1944 
he received basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, peeline 
in military police and finance duty and as carbine expert. After 
serving for nearly a year in the United States with the 508th 
M.P. Bn., he departed January 10, 1945, for France, and re- 
mained overseas for a year, participating in the Rhine cam- 
paign and the battle of Central Germany. He was awarded 
two Bronze Stars and was honorably discharged December 20, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
Arkansas, with his wife, Christine Louise, and their children. 











Set. Ralph Boren Brainard, son of Clara Bell and Neal D. Brainard, was 
He graduated from T. A. 


afterwards being employed 
tor, and planter. Enter- 
December 15, 1931, he 
1944, and received basic training at Shep 
eld, Texas. Sergeant Brainard attended A.A.F. Technical School 
Buckingham Field, Florida, and Flexible 
Gunnery School at Ft. Myers, Florida, qualifying as airplane armorer- 

ceived air crew and gunner’s wings. He 
in the United States and was honorably 
g to Haynes, Arkansas, 






He lives in Marianna, 
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Chief Officer Robert S. McGregor, son of Katherine and Ran P. McGregor 
was born November 5, 1908, in Brinkley, Arkansas. He attended Cotte 
Plant High School and the University of Arkansas, after which he w; 
engaged in private law practice. Entering the Merchant Marines Decem- 
ber 8, 1942, he attended U. S. Maritime Officers’ School in New London, 
Connecticut. He participated in the battle of the North Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean campaigns and was awarded Atlantic Zone, Mediterranean 
Zone, and Combat Ribbons. He is still in the service. His wife, Wilma, 






lives in Brinkley, Arkansas. 





ROBERT S. McGREGOR 


Lt. Emmett Edward Baker, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Emmet Edward 
Baker, Sr., was born December 29, 1920, in Brinkley, Arkansas. He 
attended Hendrix College and University of Arkansas. Entering the Naval 
Air Corps January 1, 1942, he received basic training at Pensacola, Florida, 
qualifying as pilot and transport plane commander, Naval Air Transport 
Service. After serving two years with Sqdn. V.R. 12, N.A.T.S., Lieutenant 
Baker departed September 1, 1944, for the South and Central Pacific. 
Overseas more than a year, he was honorably discharged October 10, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He was employed as pilot by American 
Air Lines December 2, 1945, trained at LaGuardia Field, New York, and 
stationed at Burbank, California. Lieutenant Baker was killed in a crash 
March 3, 1946, over LaQune Mountains, 62 miles east of San Diego, 
California. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mildred Trotter Baker, and 
his parents, who live in Brinkley. 


EMMETT E. BAKER, 
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JOHN A. VERHOEVEN 


Shipfitter 1/c John Adolphus Verhoeven was born at Marianna, Arkansas 
January 7, 1915, graduated from T. A. Futrall High School at Marianna 
and was engaged in civil engineering and plumbing prior to entering the 
Navy December 31, 1941. Upon completion of his boot training perioc 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, he later attended Pipefitters School and qualifiec 
for duty as a ship’s plumber, and was sent to the South Pacific area i 
January, 1942. He saw 33 months of continuous foreign service through 
out the Pacific, and participated in eight major battles. Among hi 
service awards were the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with eight Battl 
Stars, a Meritorious Unit Plaque and a special commendation from hi 
captain. Shipfitter Verhoeven and his wife, Mary Frances, have two chil 
dren. 


Sgt. Jack Walton Essex, son of Mr. and Mrs. Don W. Essex, was born 
July 31, 1925, in Angela, Indiana, moving to Arkansas November 20; 
1926. He attended Stuttgart High School. Entering the Air Corps Oc- 
tober 28, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Armory School at Lowrey Field, Denver, Colorado. After serving 
for a year and half in the United States at Kingman Army Air Base; 
Buckingham Army Air Field, Ft. Myers, Florida, and Hondo Army Air 
Field, Hondo, Texas, he was honorably discharged April 7, 1946, at Ran- 
dolph Field, San Antonio, Texas, and returned to his home in DeWitt, 
Arkansas. 


[ 534 } 


JACK W. ESSEX 










| 








FRANCIS C. WEIS 


- 
Jat ies = 





> 





SE 


MEN of ARKANSAS 


Ist Lt. Francis Cornelius Weis is the son of Richard C i i 

: . Weis of Br 
pei where he was born May 21, 1943. He attended Brinkley Hick 

choo and the University of Arkansas until being called into active 
ahs with the Army Air Corps on December 12, 1942. He served his 

asic training period at Sheppard Field, Texas, and completed flight 
training at Rankin Academy, Merced Army Air Field and Marfa Army 
Air Field at Marfa, Texas. Lieutenant Weis was commissioned as a pilot 
of twin engine planes and was sent to Guadalcanal in July, 1944. Over- 
seas more than 16 months, he took part in the New Guinea, Bismarck 
Archipelago, Western Pacific, Southern Philippines and Luzon campaigns. 
He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was released from active duty at Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, January 24, 1946. 





Set. Ruby Jo Arnett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Arnett, was born May 
7, 1924, in DeWitt, Arkansas. She attended DeWitt Grade School and 
Brinkley High School, afterwards being employed as telephone operator 
for the Bell Telephone Company in DeWitt. Entering the Air Corps 
(W.A.C.) April 14, 1944, she received basic training at Ft. Oglethorpe, 


| Georgia, qualifying as statistical control clerk, skilled. Sergeant Arnett 


served with the 2000th A.A.F. Bn., at A.A.F. Training Command Head- 
quarters in Ft. Worth, Texas, which later transferred to Barksdale Army 


| Air Field, Louisiana. She was awarded Army Commendation Ribbon 
| and Meritorious Service Unit Citation, and is remaining in the service. 


Her home is in Brinkley. 





HENRY M. HURST 


Cpl. Luther B. Hughes, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther B. Hughes, Sr., was 


porn August 19, 1916, in Stallo, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in» 1931. 
Arkansas, High School, afterwards being employed 
A. S. Barboro and Company of Memphis, Ten- 


He attended Wheatley, 


as traveling palenan oe . Z Ancils 19 
. Entering the Marine Corps Apri , 4 
fennt ag is Island, South Carolina, and Camp LeJeune, North Caro- 


training at Parr 


lina, afterwards being transferred to the 84th Re 


Camp Pendleton, California. 


ir Station, San Diego California, as as He que 
fied f bayonet and hand grenade and as rifle expert, carbine 


fied in the use of the 


and rifle sharpshooter, first class swimmer, 
Hughes served for a year a 


ably discharged September 
with his wife, Helen Ann, and their child. 





RUBY JO ARNETT 


M/Sgt. Henry M. Hurst, son of Ethel and Robert L. Hurst, was born 
September 3, 1911, in Brinkley, Arkansas. He graduated from Brinkley 
_ High School, afterwards being employed as floor manager of a furniture 
store. Entering the Army Air Corps February 19, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying as administrative spe- 
cialist A.A.F. and sharpshooter with carbine. After serving for three 
years with the 905th Q. M. Company, he departed March 18, 1945, with 
the 468th Q. M. Platoon for Guam and the Marianas Islands. Sergeant 
Hurst remained overseas for nine months and was awarded World War 
Il Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. He was honorably discharged January 6, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee and returned to Brinkley, Arkansas, where he lives with 


his wife, Ruby. 


1945, he received boot 


placement Draft, F.M.F., 
He also served at Marine Barracks, Naval 
sistant quartermaster. He quali- 


and rifle marksman. Corporal 


nd a half in the United States and was honor- 
1, 1946, at San Diego. He lives in Arkansas 





LUTHER B. HUGHES, JR. 


[535 ] 








The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





Pfc. Thurman O. Hagar, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry O. Hagar and the la 
Mrs. Hagar, was born October 31, 1919, at Gregory, Arkansas. He re 
ceived his education by attending Blackton, Arkansas, Public Schools 
after which he was employed as salesman and airplane mechanic. Enter- 
ing the Infantry September 30, 1943, he received basic training at Cam 
Fannin, Texas, specializing as ammunition bearer. After serving seven 
months in basic training, he departed from the United States April 5, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations. He participated in the 
campaigns of Normandy and Central Europe and was taken prisoner of 
war on July 7, 1944. Private Hagar was liberated April 17, 1945, returning 
to the United States May 15, 1945. Among other decorations, he was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
He received an honorable discharge at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, in No- 
vember 1945. He and his wife, Annie Eveline, live in Blackton, Arkansas, 
with their daughter. 





THURMAN O. HAGAR 


Set. Robert H. Arnett, son of Joe and Ethel Arnett, was born at DeWitt 
High School, afterwards being engaged in rice farming and mechanical 
work. Entering the Anti-aircraft Artillery, Automatic Weapons Bn., 
March 1, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Wallace, Shulen, Texas, 
qualifying for mechanic and driver. He trained in the United 
States for eight months and was sent to Fedula, Morocco, North Africa, 
attached to 436th AAA, AW Bn., October 23, 1942. Sergeant Arnett was 
in action against the enemy in Algeria, French Morocco; Tunisia, Sicily, 
Southern France, Rhineland, Rome-Arno, and Central Europe. He quali- 
fied for rifle marksman and received the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with one Silver and two Bronze Stars and one Bronze 
Arrowhead, and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States 
October 8, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 
Lome U4 5 





ROBERT H. ARNETT 


Cpl. Ben Harris Vanderford, son of Mrs. Myrtle V. Bateman of Brinkley, 
was born July 28, 1909, at Clarendon, Arkansas. Receiving his education 
by attending Brinkley High School, Brinkley, Arkansas; Hendrix College, 
Conway, Arkansas, and Draughon’s School of Business, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he was afterwards employed as retail store manager and salesman 
by A. R. Taylor Co. of Memphis. Entering the Army Air Forces July 31, 
1942, at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, he received basic training at Miami 
Beach, Florida, and by attending AAF Tech. Training School (Radio), 
Chicago, Illinois, and Radio Control Tower School, Chanute Field, Illinois, 
qualified for control tower operator. Corporal Vanderford served almost 
four years attached to 731st AAFBU, Army Airways Communications 
System. He qualified for carbine marksman in 1944, and received the 
Good Conduct Medal in 1945. He was honorably discharged at Army Air 
Force Separation Center, San Bernardino, California, October 5, 1945. 





BEN H. VANDERFORD 


Yeoman 3/c Russell Emmett Harrison, son of Mrs. Leda Maude Harrison 
and the late Calvin B. Harrison of Brinkley, Arkansas, was born at 
Judsonia, Arkansas, April 1, 1909. After completing his education at 
Judsonia High School and the Chillicothe (Missouri) Business College, 
he was employed as a secretary to the manager of the Cudahy Packing 
Company at Little Rock and as an assistant purchasing agent for the 
Southwestern Transportation Company of Texarkana. Entering the Navy 
April 14, 1944, he was sent to San Diego, California, for boot training 
and later to Yeoman’s School at San Diego. Yeoman Harrison served 20 
months in the Navy and was honorably discharged November 17, 1945, 
at the Roosevelt Base, San Pedro, California. 





RUSSELL E. HARRISON 
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with his wife, Marjorie. 


SOL BONDI 






Sgt. Harold Ray Townsend, son of Ray and Mildred Townsend, was born 
at Clarendon, Arkansas, January 18, 1923. Educated at Clarendon High 
School, Riverside Military Academy, University of Alabama, and the 
University of Arkansas, he entered the Army Air Corps January 9, 1943. 


“Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, he later received spe- 


cialized training in radio and control tower operation at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota; Madison, Wisconsin, and at a special service school in England. 
Arriving in England in June, 1944, he saw more than 16 months of over- 
seas duty, taking part in the fighting in Northern France, Central Europe, 
the Rhineland and other engagements. He was awarded the Air Medal 
and the Presidential Unit Citation. He returned to this country in Sep- 
tember, 1945, to receive an honorable discharge from the service on 
November 18, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


A 


THOMAS L. CREMEEN 


. Frank M. Cole is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John F. Cole of Brinkley, 
Ae ecss, where he was born March 15, 1926. He attended Brinkley High 
School and enlisted in the Army Air Corps May 26, 1944. Sergeant Cole 
served his basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and then attended the Har- 
lingen Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas. He became an edge 
engineer and ball-turret gunner, and was sent to New Guinea Ee fay, 
1945. Overseas more than 10 months, he took part in the air 0 fensive 


i China offensive, and the New Guinea, Western Pacific, 
Fee cemnpaigns. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific eaten 
with five Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, the NL api ea 
Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon, he spent six months with the ee e 
Occupation of Japan. He was honorably discharged March 23, 1946, a 


Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is Clarissa Stith Cole. 
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_ M/Sgt. Sol Bondi, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. I. Bondi, was born Mar 

8, 1914, in Clarendon, Arkansas. He attended Clarendon schools ord 
graduated from Western Military Academy, Alton, Illinois, and the Uni- 
versity of Missouri in Columbia, afterwards being engaged in the mer- 
cantile business. Entering the Army August 1, 1942, he received basic 
training at Pine Bluff Arsenal. Sergeant Bondi served for three years 
in the United States with the Medical Corps and was honorably discharged 
in December 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives in Clarendon 





HAROLD R. TOWNSEND 


S/Sgt. Thomas L. Cremeen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Cremeen, was 
born October 27, 1925, in Philadelphia, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas 
in 1925. He graduated from Brinkley High School in 1923. Entering the 
Army Air Forces January 9, 1944, he received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and attended Aerial Gunnery School at Laredo, Texas, quali- 
fying as airplane armorer and gunner and receiving gunner’s wings. At- 
tached to 15th A.A.F., 465th Bomb Group, 780th Bomb Sqdn., he departed 
September 11, 1944, for Italy, and participated in the campaigns of Rome- 
Arno, Northern Apennines, Rhineland, and Central Europe, and the air 
combat over the Balkans. He was wounded when his plane was shot down 
over Blechammer, Germany, December 2, 1944. Captured by the Germans, 
he was held prisoner at Stalag Luft 1 Prison Camp until liberated by 
Russian forces in May 1945. He was awarded the Air Medal with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Presidential Unit Citation, Purple Heart, European Theater 
Ribbon with five Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater and Vic- 
tory Ribbons. He was honorably discharged November 10, 1945. 





FRANK M. COLE 








THOMAS H. McCORKLE 











Corkle of Tulsa, Oklahoma, was born at Wheatley, Arkansas. He 
pleted his education at Wheatley High School and was employed as a farn 
machinery mechanic by the Hartz Hardware Company at Wheatley until 
entering military service November 1, 1942. Assigned to the Ordnance 
Department, he was sent to Camp Sutton, North Carolina, for basic 
training and later to Artillery School at Monroe, North Carolina. ] 
became an artillery mechanic and was assigned to the 608th Ordnance 
Bn. Arriving in England in November, 1943, he remained overseas almost 
26 months and took part in the Rhineland campaign in Europe. He was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Good } 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged January 6, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. His wife is the former Leola Brown. 


T/5 David Forrest Peck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Peck, was born 
November 8, 1922, in Independence, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 
April 1923. He attended Arkansas Polytechnic College and Arkansas 
State College, afterwards being employed by the U. S. Engineer Depart- 
ment in Little Rock. Entering the Combat Engineers June 3, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and attended A.S.T.P. 
School at Northern State Teachers’ College, Aberdeen, South Dakota, 
qualifying as air compressor operator. Attached to the 1267th Engineer 
Combat Bn., he departed December 8, 1944, for the European theater 
and was later sent to the Western Pacific Theater of Operations. Over- 
seas more than a year, he participated in campaigns in Central Europe, 
and Luzon, P. I., and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Ameri- 
can Theater Ribbon, European and Mediterranean Theater Ribbon with 
one Bronze Service Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Battle Star, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Star, and Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged February 21, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to his home in Brinkley, Arkansas. 








DAVID F. PECK 





e 


Pfc. Paul William Wagner, son of Frank and Mary Wagner (both de- 
ceased), was born February 8, 1913, at Brinkley, Arkansas. He received 
his education in Brinkley High School, after which he was employed 
as wholesale grocery salesman. Entering the Signal Corps November 2, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, later attend- 
ing Humes-Fogg Technical School, Nashville, Tennessee, and Mississippi 
State College. After 18 months’ service in the United States he departed 
April 1, 1944, attached to 3110-3111th Signal Service Bn., for England, 
later participating in the campaigns of Normandy, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe. Private Wagner was wounded in action at Heilbronn, Germany, 
April 14, 1945. He qualified for rifle sharpshooter and was awarded 
Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, and the Purple Heart. 
Returning to the United States January 25, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, February 6, 1946. He and his wife, Marie, 





: live in Brinkley, Arkansas. 
PAUL W. WAGNER 


S/Sgt. William E. Beard, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Beard, was born 
October 17, 1909, in Clarendon, Arkansas. He attended University of 
Arkansas, Hendrix College, and Oklahoma University, afterwards being 
associated with his mother in a ladies’ ready-to-wear business. Enlisting 
in the Signal Corps January 16, 1942, he was attached to the Air Corps 
and received basic training at Morris Field, Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Sergeant Beard qualified as sharpshooter April 20, 1944. After serving 
for three years with the 853rd Sig. Ser. Co. (A.U.N.) at Morris Field, 
he departed June 26, 1945, for Oahu, T. H. Overseas more than three 
months, he also served at Hickam Field as message center chief. He 
received the Good Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged October 27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to Clarendon, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy. 
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WILLIAM E. BEARD, JR. 
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2.—Cpl. Burl C. Duncan, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. A. 
Duncan, was born at Choctaw, Arkansas, February 
25, 1920. He received his education by attending 
St. Louis Public Schools and Brinkley, Arkansas, 
High School. Entering the Army Air Forces June 
13, 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, later attending Aircraft Mechanics School, 
‘Roswell, New Mexico, where he qualified for air- 
craft mechanic. After serving over three years 
with maintenance crew on B-17 and B-29 Army Air 
Forces, he was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Vic- 
tory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. Corporal 
Duncan was honorably discharged at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama, January 15, 1946. He lives in Brinkley, 
Arkansas. 


3.—Flight Officer Robert Lee Williams, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Lee Williams, was born at Paragould, 
Arkansas, April 9, 1920, graduated from Woodruff 
High School, and was employed as a cutter in a shirt 
factory prior to entering the Army Air Corps on 
August 28, 1940. Following basic training at Scott 

Field, Illinois, he later attended Radio and Me- 
chanics Schools at Brady and Ellington Field 
(Texas). On May 28, 1948, after two years and 
nine months of service to his country, this gallant 
young officer was killed in a plane crash at Midland, 
Texas. 


4.—Cpl. Ronald Horace Duncan, Jr., son of R. H. 
Duncan, Sr., and Mrs. Dora B. Powell, was born 
April 30, 1922, in Biscoe, Arkansas. He attended 
Banner Grammar School and Batesville High School. 
Entering the Infantry October 10, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, and attended 
Radio School at Camp White, Oregon, qualifying as 
rifleman on combat team and receiving all rifle 
marksmanship medals. Attached to the 381st In- 
fantry, 96th Division, Corporal Duncan departed 
March 20, 1944, for Okinawa, and during his more 
than a year overseas participated in Leyte and Oki- 
nawa campaigns. He was wounded in action three 
times and received the Purple Heart with two 
Clusters, Good Conduct Medal, Silver Star, and 
Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged Sep- 
tember 25, 1945, at O’Reilly General Hospital, Spring- 
field, Missouri, he returned to Batesville, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Nellie. 


5.—S/Set. Jerrell D. Duncan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
B. a a was born October 29, 1924, in Choc- 
taw, Arkansas. He attended St. Louis, Missouri, 
Public Schools and Brinkley, Arkansas, High School. 
Entering the Signal Corps and Army Air Forces 
June 17, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, and attended School of Cryptography, 





World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct — 
ippine Liberation Ribbon. After being honorably - 


sas. 


6.—Pfe.. Bruce B. King, Sr., son of Mr. and Mr 
M. B. King of Helena, Arkansas, was born at War: 
vell, Arkansas, June 5, 1919. He graduated from 
Woodruff High School at West Helena in 1936 and 
was employed by the McCarty Furniture Company 
at Helena when he entered the Marine Corps on 
March 8, 1944, at Little Rock. Private King received 
his basic training at San Diego, California, and later 
attended Radio Schools at San Diego. He became 
a high-speed radio operator and served at Camp 
Pendleton, California, until being sent to the 
Hawaiian Islands in January, 1945. Private King 
is now serving with the Marine Corps at Tjentsin, 
China. He and his wife, Christine Alice, have one 
son. 


7.—Pvt. William E. Kerby, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William E. Kerby, Sr., was born at Helena, Arkan- 
sas, October 4, 1917. He received his education by 
attending Woodruff High School, after which he 
was employed as a bread and retail furniture sales- 
man. Entering the Field Artillery January 19, 1945, 
he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
and qualified for radio operator. After training in 
the United States six months, Private Kerby was 
sent to Japan on July 28, 1945, serving three months 
with the Army of Occupation. Returning on Decem- 
ber 30, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 9, 1946. He and his wife, Mary 
Louise, live in Helena with their children. 


8.—Aviation Metalsmith 2/c Cecil Clyde Duncan, 
son of Pearl Olson and Cecil Duncan, was born 
June 10, 1923, in Biscoe, Arkansas. He attended 
Biscoe, DeValls Bluff, and _ Brinkley, Arkansas, 
Schools and Sequoia Union High School, Redwood 
City, California, afterwards being engaged as a 
sheet metal worker. Entering the Navy January 21, 
1943, he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, 
and attended Service School at Norman, Oklahoma. 
He served in the United States for three years and 
was honorably discharged December 22, 1945, at 
San Pedro, California, returning to Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Delores Killeen. 


9.—Segt. Orland D. (Buddy) Jones, son of Cora B. 
and Samuel O. Jones and nephew of G. C. Duncan 
of Brinkley, Arkansas, was born August 19, 1920, 
in Plummerville, Arkansas. He attended DeValls 
Bluff. Grammar School, Conway High School, and 
State Teachers’ College at Conway, afterwards be- 
ing employed in the chemical department of Crossett 
Paper Mills at Crossett, Arkansas. Entering the 
Marine Corps August 18, 1940, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Service School at Lakehurst, New Jersey, qualifying 
as expert Paratrooper and Seout. He received pistol 
Sharpshooter’s Medal September 26, 1940; bayonet 
medal, 1940; rifle Sharpshooter’s Medal, 1940. Ser- 
geant Jones departed from the United States June 
19, 1942, for the Solomon Islands, and during more 
than two years overseas participated in the cam- 
paigns of the Solomons, Tulagi, Guadalcanal, Bou- 
gainville, and Guvuta. He was wounded in action 
March 1, 1945, at Iwo Jima, and died on March 3. 
He was awarded Presidential Citation and is sur- 
vived by his parents, who live in Clinton, Arkansas. 


10.—-Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate James Weldon 
Duncan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Andrew 
Dunean, was born November 10, 1921, in Choctaw, 
Arkansas. He attended St. Louis, Missouri, Public 
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-11.—Cpl. Tommie Lee King, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
O. D. King, was born June 11, 1912, in Cherry 
Valley, Arkansas. He attended Elaine, Arkansas, 
School, afterwards being employed by Wells Bros. 
Farm Implement Co. Entering Co. C, 746th Tank 
Bn., November 17, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Rucker, Alabama, where he was awarded 
Marksmanship Medal for shooting from moving 
tank. He departed in January 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations and served overseas for four 
months, participating in Normandy Beach invasion. 
Corporal King entered France June 6, 1944, on 
D-Day, and was killed in action June 26, 1944. He 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and 
Presidential Citation of Honor. He was buried in 
Plot E, Row 10, Grave 184, in U. S. Military Ceme- 

- tery No. 2, Ste. Mere Eglise, France, near Cher- 
bourg. He is survived by his parents, his wife, Mrs. 
Orpah Ruth King, and one daughter, Rosemary, who 
live in West Helena, Arkansas. 


12.—Pfc. Menelaos N. Porfiris, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas Porfiris, was born June 12, 1921, on 
Kerkyra Island, Greece. He attended school in 
Athens, Greece, and came to the United States De- 
cember 7, 1941, as a Greek refugee. Entering the 
Army October 5, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, together with an Eng- 
lish language course. He served 39 months with 
the Office of Strategic Service and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and Expert Rifleman’s 
Medal. He was honorably discharged March 10, 
1946, and is married to the former Katherine 
Broomas. 


13.—Ship’s Cook 1/c Jimmy Spiro Broomas, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Spiro D. Broomas, was born July 24, 
1924, in West Helena, Arkansas. He attended Wood- 
ruff High School. Entering the Navy August 7, 
1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying as ship’s cook. He departed from the 
United States January 4, 1944, for the South Pacific 
area, and during his more than two years overseas, 
participated in the New Guinea campaign; Schouten 
Island invasion at Biak; Philippine invasion at Leyte 
and Samar; and Atlantic Ocean campaigns. He was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon, and three Bronze Stars, and 
is still in the service. 


-14.—1st Lt. Michael S. Broomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Spiro D. Broomas, was born March 24, 1923, in West 
Helena, Arkansas. He attended West Helena High 
School and Louisiana State University at Baton 
Rouge for three and a half years, during which he 
studied mechanical engineering. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers May 24, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, and attended Odo- 
graph School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and Mine 
School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. He also received 
an infiltration course and qualified as company 
commander and as rifle M-1 sharpshooter December 
20, 1943. After two and a half years’ service 1n the 
United States with the 183rd Engineer Combat 
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ip pee , France, Belgium, Luxerbourg, 
_ Germany, Okinawa, and Korea, spending one mont 
with the 15th Army in the occupation of Germany 
and two and a half months with the 24th Corps in 
the occupation of Korea. He was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. He is mar- 
ried to the former Miss Irene Vathis and his home 
is in West Helena. 


15.—Storekeeper 3/c Philip Broomas, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Spiro D. Broomas, was born November 14, 
1926, in West Helena, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending West Helena High School. 
Entering the Navy May 31, 1944, he received boot 
training at Camp _ Wallace, Texas, qualifying as 
storekeeper disbursing. Departing October 19, 1944, 
for Tokyo, he served overseas for a year and a 
half, participating in the invasion of Lingayen, Gulf 
of Luzon, Philippine Islands, and the invasion and 
capture of Iwo Jima. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and three Bronze 
ee He is still in service. His home is in West 
elena. 


16.—Pfe. Cecil U. Parks, son of Mary Emma and 
Thomas C. Parks, was born February 18, 1920, at 
North Little Rock. He received his education by 
attending Des Arc, Rose City, Midway, Johnson 
Chapel, and Oak Prairie Public Schools. Enlisting 
in the Army December 28, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Callen, California, qualifying for 
relayer and gunner. After training in the United 
States for five months, he was sent to Hawaii Feb- 
ruary 28, 1942, attached to 96th ASAC AGE Grins iir, 
and participated in the Marshall Islands, Ebeye 
Island, and Kwajelein campaigns. Private Parks 
qualified for sharpshooter with the rifle and as 
marksman with the carbine, machine gun, and pistol. 
He was awarded one Bronze Star, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific and American Defense 
Ribbons. After serving 38 months overseas, he re- 
turned to the United States and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee September 18, 1945. He 
lives in Des Arc. 


17.—Cpl. Fred A. Parks, son of Mary E. and Carl 
Parks, was born October 25, 1926, in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended Des Are Schools. 
Entering the Infantry June 13, 1945, he received 
basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, qualifying as 
infantry rifleman. After serving for nearly six 
months in the United States, he departed November 
29, 1945, for Europe. He was still in service at Leg- 
horn, Italy, according to last information we re- 
ceived regarding his service record. 


18.—Maj. Frank McGowan Angelo, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Franklin Angelo, was born March 11, 
1917, at Cotton Plant, Arkansas. Graduating from 
Cotton Plant High School, he attended Arkansas 
State College four years, afterwards being employed 
one year by the Retail Credit Company in Jonesboro. 
A member of the National Guard, he entered the 
Infantry December 23, 1940, receiving basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson and later attending Infantry 
School and Recoilless Weapons School at Ft. Ben- 
ning, where he qualified as instructor in tactics and 
small arms. He received Expert’s Medal for his 
proficiency in the use of the pistol, M-1 rifle, [Bee Nel Bs 
and carbine. After serving in the United States 
attached to 153rd Infantry and the Infantry School, 
he departed August 29, 1941, for Alaska, where he 
remained for two years. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacifie and Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbons and 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
October 19, 1945. He lives in Cotton Plant with his 
wife, Joyce. 


19.—Set. Osear P. Schol is the son of Mrs. Flora 
Schol of Augusta, Arkansas, where he was born on 
January 21, 1918. He attended Augusta High 
School and Holmes Junior College before entering 
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20.—Warrant Officer William G. Schol, son of Mrs. tary service < 
Flora Schol of Augusta, Arkansas, was born at Barracks, Missouri. 


| 542 | 








BOGAN N. GIST, JR. 


1st Lt. Bogan Nathaniel Gist, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Bogan Nathaniel 
Gist, Sr., was born August 19, 1923, in Helena, Arkansas. He attended 
Helena High School and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Air 
Corps February 15, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended B-24 Transition School at Ft. Worth, Texas, quali- 
fying as pilot and receiving pilot’s wings April 15, 1944. He also qualified 
as expert marksman with pistol and sharpshooter with carbine. Lieutenant 
Gist departed November 30, 1944, for Scotland and during his eight months 
overseas participated in the Ardennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland 
campaigns. He was awarded the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, 
three Battle Stars on European Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
Distinguished Flying Cross. After being honorably discharged October 
30, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to Helena. 
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Aviation Electrician’s Mate 3/c Augustus Oury Robbins, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Augustus Oury Robbins, Sr., was born 
October 27, 1910, in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Helena 
High School and University of Arkansas, after which he was 
engaged as Cities Service station manager, traveling salesman 
and agent for Continental Baking Company, and oil inspector. 
Entering the Navy March 8, 1944, he received boot training at 
U. S. Naval Station, San Diego, California, and attended A.E.M. 
School in Jacksonville, Florida, qualifying as instructor. After 
serving for 19 months in the United States, Mate Robbins was 
honorably discharged October 19, 1946, at Jacksonville and re- 
turned to Helena, where he lives with his wife, Dowden Ornetta, 
and their children. 





AUGUSTUS O. ROBBINS, JR. 








2nd Lt. Jack Stewart Robbins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Augustus 
Oury Robbins, Sr., was born July 22, 1912, in Helena, Arkansas. 
He attended Helena High School and University of Arkansas, 
after which he was employed as a salesman. Entering the Army 
Air Force June 28, 1939, he received basic training at Spartan 
Field, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and graduated as test pilot from Kelly 
Field, San Antonio, Texas. He served for 17 months in the 
United States and was killed in active duty November 8, 1940, 
at Duncan Field, San Antonio, while flying a plane under experi- 
mental conditions. Lieutenant Robbins is survived by his par- 
ents, who live in Helena. 





JACK S. ROBBINS 
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SIMON L. WEBB 





| 

| : Iter Edward Webb, son of Marie Waddell Webb and the 
| ae te Edward Webb, was born October 28, 1921, in Helena, 
Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart Academy, Helena High 
/School, and Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, afterwards 
|‘ peing engaged in Webb and Company of Helena. Enilisting in 
‘the Navy August 15, 1943, he received boot training at Camp 
| Peary Virginia, and Camp Endicott, Providence, Rhode Island, 
and attended Service Schools at. University of North caxelne 
land Harvard University, qualifying as Navy paymaster and in 
supply. After serving for 30 months in the pniecs States, 
| Ensign Webb departed March 30, 1945, for seven mont ae 
/ seas service at Okinawa. Ensign Webb expected to be a a 
from duty in June, 1946, according to last report we had. 
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Capt. Simon LaVois Webb, son of Mrs. Marie Waddell Webb and 
the late Walter Edward Webb, was born February 25, 1919, in 
Helena, Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart Academy, Helena | 
High School, Notre Dame, and University of Mississippi, after- 
wards being engaged in Webb and Company of Helena. Enlisting 
in the Naval Air Corps July 28, 1941, he received boot training 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, and advanced training at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, qualifying as pilot. Attached to the Marine Air 
Corps, he departed January 2, 1942, for New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands. Overseas nearly three years, Captain Webb 
spent eight months on Johnson Island and participated in cam- 
paigns of Bougainville, Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, 
Rabaul, and New Britain. He received the Air Medal and Unit 
Citation and was honorably discharged October 15, 1945, at 
Eagle Mountain Lake, Houston, Texas, returning to Helena, 
where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Ann. 








WALTER E. WEBB 
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T/3 Edward Clarence Thompson, son of Clarence and the 
Selma Thompson of Helena, Arkansas, was born at Mem 
Tennessee on July 9, 1909, and came to Arkansas with his famil 
in 1910. He completed his education at Helena High School, and 
was engaged in radio repair work until entering the Army Janu- 
ary 28, 1942. Assigned to the Signal Corps, he served his basic 
training period at Camp Wolters, Texas, and became a radio 
technician. After one year in this country, he arrived with his 
unit, the 177th Signal Repair Company in North Africa in Jan 

ary, 1943, and remained overseas for more than 34 months 
Sergeant Thompson took part in the invasions of Sicily and 
Southern France and served with his unit throughout the 
Sicilian, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal and the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, he served two 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany, and was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on Oc- 


tober 7, 1945. 





EDWARD C. THOMPSON 


Capt. Francis L. Thompson, son of Clarence Z. and the late Selma 
A. Thompson of Helena, Arkansas, was born at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, January 15, 1907, and moved with his family to Arkansas 
in 1910. He attended Helena High School and was employed as 
a cashier at the Phillips National Bank until entering the military 
service on January 27, 1942. Captain Thompson completed his 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and was then selected 
to attend Infantry Officer’s Candidate School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. He later completed the Infantry advanced course at 
Ft. Benning and served with the 274th Infantry and Company 
B of the 7th Infantry Regiment. Arriving in Marseilles, France, 
in December, 1944, Captain Thompson saw one year of overseas 
service and participated in the fighting of the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. Wounded in France in January, 
1945, he was awarded the Purple Heart and also holds the Bronze 
Star Medal and the Combat Infantryman Badge. After three 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany, he was 
returned to this country and was placed on inactive duty on 
January 27, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
wife, Josephine, and child live in Helena. 
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FRANCIS L. THOMPSON 
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OWEN B. EVANS 





Capt. Winston O. Carter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Carter, 
was born August 11, 1918, in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Elementary and High Schools in Milton, Florida, and 


the University of Florida. Entering the Parachute Infantry 


Lt. (j. g.) Owen Beverly Evans, son of Mr. and illi 

Fletcher Evans, was born June 30, 1921, in etna has, 
He attended Hendrix College, University of Tennessee at Knox- 
ville, and University of Arkansas Medical School. Entering the 
Navy in June 1943, he served as a student in the Naval Reserve 
at the University of Arkansas Medical School and was seperated 
to inactive duty December 22, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. 
He graduated June 24, 1946, as lieutenant (junior grade), in 
He Navy. He is married to the former Patricia Weny and has 

son. 








January 31, 1942, he received basic training in R.O.T.C. and 
O.R.C. and attended Parachute School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
qualifying as machine gun platoon leader, expert rifleman, and 
company executive officer. He served in the United States for 
more than a year with the 505th Parachute Infantry, 82nd 
Airborne Division, and departed April 29, 1948, for Casablanca, 
French Morocco. Overseas two and a half years, he participated 
in campaigns of Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Normandy, Nijmegen 
Bridge in Holland, Ardennes Bulge, Rhineland, Western Ger- 
many, and Central Germany, being wounded in action and also 
spending four months with the Army of Occupation. Captain 
Carter was awarded Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with six Campaign Stars 
and Arrowhead, Presidential Unit Citation, Forre Gere (French 
decoration), Combat Infantry Badge, and a Belgian decoration. 
After being honorably discharged December 22, 1945, at Camp 
Blanding, Florida, he returned to Helena, where he lives with 


his wife, Marylene. 
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Signalman 3/c William Davis Flack, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. 
W. D. Flack, Sr., was born January 6, 1925, in Helena, Arkansas. 
He attended Helena High School and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College. Entering the Navy January 4, 1943, he received boot 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Signal School, 
qualifying as signalman. He departed from the United States 
October 28, 1944, for Saipan and during his more than a year 
overseas participated in the Philippine liberation and the landing 
of the first troops of the Army of Occupation. After being honor- 
ably discharged February 12, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he 
returned to his home in Helena. 





AN 


WILLIAM D. FLACK, JR. | 


S/Sgt. Leonard F. Bronow, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hugh 
Bronow of Helena, Arkansas, was born at Gould, Arkansas, 
December 29, 1909, and completed his education at Helena High 
School and Hendrix College. Entering the Army January 28, 
1942, he was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for his Infantry basic 
training and became a message center and communications chief. 
He served with the 52nd and 170th Training Battalions at Camp 
Wolters until he was sent to Scotland in October, 1944. Overseas 
nine months, he took part in the Rhineland, Central Europe and 
Rurh Valley campaigns and was awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, European Theater Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal and 
the Good Conduct Medal for his combat service with Infantry 
units. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, October 5, 1945. His wife is the former Ruth Callaway. 





LEONARD F. BRONOW 
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tuart. Péarsall Ores son of Dr. and Mrs. William Robert 

was born August 10, 1921, in Helena, Arkansas. He at- 
| Helena High School, Mississippi State College, and South- 

stern College. Entering the Air Corps May 10, 1943, he re- 


ceived basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended 
- Radio School at Scott Field, Hlinois, qualifying as A.A.F. radio 
operator and air crew member. Private Orr served for more 
than a year in the United States with the 5th Tac. Air Comm. 


Sqdn., and departed October 19, 1944, for the Pacific Theater of 
Operations, remaining overseas for a year and three months. 
He participated in campaigns of New Guinea, Southern Philip- 
pines, and Luzon and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon with three 


_ Bronze Service Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star. 


After being honorably discharged January 28, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Helena. 





Orr, Sr., was born 
attended Helena 
Mississippi State College. 
1940, at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Ft. McClellan, Alabama, an 


discharged July 31, 
home in Helena. 


WILLIAM R. ORR, JR. 
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High School, Baylor Military 


Refresher School at Ft. Benning, G ) 
tary police. He qualified as sharpshooter with the pistol and 
was awarded Expert Rifleman’s 
five years with a military police unl 
was awarded American Defense hl 
bon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, 






STUART P. ORR 





Capt. William Robert Orr, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. William Robert 
February 2, 1918, in Helena, Arkansas. He 


Academy, and 
Entering the Infantry 


eorgia, specializing as mili- 


Badge. Captain Orr served for 
it in the United States and 
e Ribbon, American Theater Rib- 
After being honorably 


August 10, 
Texas, he received basic training at 
d attended Rifle and Heavy Weapons 


he returned to his 





ROBERT S. MAPES 








Pfc. Robert Samuel Mapes, son of Morrilla Henry and Ada Belle 
Mapes of Elaine, Arkansas, was born at Champaign, Illinois, 
September 3, 1914, and moved to Arkansas with his family in 
1916. He attended schools near Lamesa, Texas, and also the 
Mena, Arkansas, public schools. Private Mapes was a barber, 
and worked in Elaine and Mena, Arkansas. He entered the 
military service April 2, 1942, and was sent to Camp Barkeley, 
Texas, to serve his basic training. He became a mortar gunner 
with the 358th Infantry, 90th Infantry Division, and was sent 
to England in March, 1944. He went into action on the Nor- 
mandy beachhead with his unit on June 8, 1944. His unit was 
attached to the 3rd Army and fought through the Normandy 
campaign. Private Mapes was killed in action on July 3, 1944, 
during the battle for St. Lo, France. This brave soldier had 
seen action at Cherbourg, and had been in combat continuously 
since landing in June 8. He was buried at the American Mili- 
tary Cemetery at Blasville, France. He was the holder of the - 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Combat Infantryman Badge and was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his 
widow, the former Roberta Kidd; his parents, and two sisters. 


Lt. (j. g.) Robert Warren Tardy, son of Annie Belle and Samuel 
Williams Tardy, was born April 6, 1920, in Sheffield, Alabama, 
moving to Arkansas in December 1922. He attended the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, afterwards being employed by Douglas 
Aircraft Corporation, Long Beach, California. Entering the Navy 
June 15, 1944, he received boot training at Tucson, Arizona, and 
attended Amphibious Training School at Coronado, California. 
Lieutenant Tardy departed November 10, 1944, for Guam, and 
remained overseas for a year and a half. He is still in the 
service. His home is in Helena, Arkansas. 
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Sgt. William W. Back, son of Mrs. Charle 

; i : s H. Back, at 

Ne Schools and graduated from high school, after te 
p oe a Helena Compress Company as warehouse cotton weigher. He 
entered the Army Air Force November 12, 1941, receiving basic training 





eee ee 4, 1946, and returned to Helena. 
WILLIAM W. BACK 


| Lt. (j.g.) Bart Rabb Conditt, son of Martha Rabb and Charles Allen 


Conditt, was born September 23, 1922, in Helena, Arkansas. He attended 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, and University of Arkansas. Entering 
the Naval Reserve July 1, 1948, he received boot training at Paradise 
Creek, Norfolk, Virginia, and attended Monticello A. & M. V-12; Columbia 


| University Midshipmen’s School; and Amphibious Training School, Sol- 





| Capt. Rayburn Sabatzky Moore, son of Mr. a 
' School, Hendrix College, and Vanderbilt University. 


| University of Florida, 





| Luzon campaign a 
| Pacific Theater Rib 
- Victory Ribbon. After being honorably 


omons, Maryland, qualifying as commanding officer. Departing January 
25, 1945, for the Pacific theater, Lieutenant Conditt served overseas for 
a year and was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April 4, 


| 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Helena. 


ter Ribbon with one 





Thelma, and their child. 


WALTER E. INCE 


nd Mrs. Max Sabatzky Moore, 
He attended Helena High 
Entering the Adjutant 


@ i ie traini ¢ Camp 
General’s Department July 21, 1942, he received basic training a 
i d attended A.A.S. Officer Candidate School No. 3, 
Ce ce Horida, and T.A.G. School at Ft. Sas Sette abe 
ualifving as classification and assignment officer and adjutan general. 
Pantsin i also qualified as expert with .30 caliber carbine, sharp- 


ervice Command, he departed June 18, 1 tk ? 
ae af remained overseas for eight months. He participated in the 
nd was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
bon with one Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and 
discharged April 11, 1946, at Camp 
his home in Helena. 


was born May 26, 1920, in Helena, Arkansas. 


Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to 
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and Unit Citation. After being honorably disch 
at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Helena, where he liv 


at Keesler Field, Mississippi. By attending Spartan School of i 

at Tulsa, he qualified for aircraft mechanic thd electrician. eee gerne 
one year with 13th Air Depot Group, he departed from the United States 
November 3, 1942, for New Caledonia, and participated in the campaign 
of New Guinea. Sergeant Back served over three years in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater and for meritorious service was awarded Victory Ribbon 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 






BART R. CONDITT 


T/Sgt. Walter Elmer Ince, son of Elmer C. Ince and Mrs. Katie McDaniel, 
was born October 18, 1924, in West Helena, Arkansas. He attended Jeffer- 
son Grammar School and Helena High School, afterwards being engaged 
as automobile mechanic. Entering the Corps of Engineers September 15, 
1943, he received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and at- 
tended Automotive Maintenance School, qualifying as auto mechanic and 
as sharpshooter, receiving medal December 7, 1943. Attached to the 361st 
Engineers, Regt. 8.8., Sergeant Ince departed October 6, 1944, for France, 
and during his year and a half overseas participated in the Rhineland 
campaign. He was awarded World War II Victo ) 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Thea- 
Bronze Service Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
arged January 27, 1946, 


ory Ribbon, Good Conduct 


es with his wife, 


RAYBURN S. MOORE 









ORIN D. BUTTERICK, JR. 


Lt. Col. Thomas E. Tappan, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Tappan, Sr., was 
born at Helena, Arkansas, February 22, 1909. He completed his education 
at the University of Arkansas, after which he was engaged as automobile 
supply jobber. Holder of a reserve commission since 1932, he entered active 
duty November 23, 1940. He attended Advanced School at Ft. Benning and 
Command and General Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, specializing as 
battalion and regimental executive and general staff officer. After serving 
four years with the 6th, 79th, 86th, and 65th Inf. Divisions, I.R.T.C., he 
departed the United States December 26, 1944, for the European Theater 
of Operations, participating in the Rhineland and Central Germany cam- 
paigns. Colonel Tappan qualified as expert with the bayonet and sharp- 
shooter with pistol and carbine and received Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
American Theater, Victory, American Defense, and European Theater Rib- 
bons with two Bronze Stars. He served with the Army of Occupation for 
three months, and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 16, 
1946. He and his wife, Mary, live in Helena with their children. 


CARL E. ANDREWS, JR. 


Ist Lt. Everett W. Andrews, son of Carl and Anna Andrews, of Helena, 
Arkansas, was born November 7, 1919, at Friars Point, Mississippi, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1920. He completed his education 
at Cypert and Marvell High Schools and enlisted in the National Guard 
in May 1937. Employed by the Thompson Drug Company until enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps July 5, 1940, he was sent to Maxwell Field, Alabama, 
for basic training and was later commissioned as a liaison pilot in the 
Field Artillery. Lieutenant Andrews completed further training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma; Chanute Field, Illinois, and Pittsburg, Kansas, and was 
sent to England in May, 1944. He took part in the invasion of France and 
the battle of Le Hayde de Puits. This brave officer was killed in action 
at Saint Malo, France, August 10, 1944. He was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart and was the holder of the Air Medal, Presidential Unit 
Citation, and the Meritorious Unit Award. He is survived by his wife and 


family of Helena. 






Apprentice Seaman Orin Daniel Butterick, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Orin 
D. Butterick, Sr., was born January 30, 1924, in Memphis, Tennessee 
moving to Arkansas in 1925. He attended Helena High School, Universi Ly 
of Tennessee at Knoxville, and University of Tennessee School of Medicine 
at Memphis. Entering Navy V-12-S July 1, 1943, he served for two and 
a half years in the United States. After being honorably discharged De 
cember 15, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
Helena, Arkansas. 





THOMAS E. TAPPAN, JR. 


T/4 Carl Edward Andrews, Jr., is the son of Carl and Anna Andrews of 
Helena, Arkansas, where he was born March 2, 1918. He attended Cypert, 
Marvell and Helena High Schools, and was employed by the Midwest Ice 
Cream Company at Memphis, Tennessee, until entering the military ser- 
vice February 4, 1943. He completed his Engineer basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, and became an automotive parts clerk. Overseas 29 | 
months, he served with the 752nd Engineer P.S. Company throughout the | 
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns, | 
and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Unit Award and the Victory Ribbon. 

He was honorably discharged at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, December 11, 
1945. His wife is the former Jennie Cooper. 





EVERETT W. ANDREWS 
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WILKINS THOMPSON, JR. 


Ae ade - 


~~ Poe) 7 Ae a Par bikes ee oh he é mt 
oy , Jr., is the son of Marie and Wilkins Thompson 
of a, Arkansa where he was born May 30, 1918. He attended Jeffer- 
_ son Higt School at Helena, and the University of Arkansas before entering 
_ the military service September 4, 1940. Captain Thompson completed his 
primary training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and then attended the Armored 
Force School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He was assigned to the Mechanized 
Cavalry and served two years in this country with the 2nd Armored 
Division, which was later to win fame in Europe. In July 1942, Captain 
Thompson was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater and remained overseas 
a total of more than 41 months. He saw action in the fighting on Leyte 
and Mindanao Islands in the Philippines and was returned to this country. 
He was released from active duty at Helena on March 16, 1946. He and 
his wife, Ruth Walter, have one child. 








Lt. (j.g.) Charles Archer Thompson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins 
Thompson of Helena, Arkansas, where he was born on September 4, 1921. 
He attended Helena High School, Hendrix College at Conway and the 
University of Arkansas Medical School. He entered the V-12 program of 
the Navy on October 1, 1942, and has received his medical training in this 
program. He has been commissioned as a lieutenant (junior grade) in the 
Navy Medical Corps, and after completing his internship at the St. Louis 
City Hospital at St. Louis, Missouri, he entered active service with the 
Navy in June, 1946. He and his wife, the former Frances Greer, are the 
parents of one child. 





CHARLES A. THOMPSON 


Chief Petty Officer Warren Eugene Wade, son of Nora Wade of Helena, 
Arkansas, was born in that city on September 13, 1918. He completed his 
education at Helena High School and was connected with the Curtis In- 
surance Company at Helena until entering the Navy on March 3, 1942. 
Chief Wade trained at San Diego, California, and served two years in this 
country on the Naval aviation staff before being sent to the Philippine 
Islands in September 1944. Overseas 14 months, he served on the staff of 
Fleet Air Wing 17 and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Roosevelt Base, Terminal 
Island, California, November 26, 1945. His wise is Portia Mae Wade. 


WARREN E. WADE 


Coxswain Rueben Ernest McLendon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Rueben E. 
McLendon, Sr., was born at Crenshaw, Mississipp1, October 22, 1918, 
moving to Arkansas in July 1933. He received his education by attending 
Crewshaw High School, after which he was engaged in the insurance and 
oil business, being employed by Midsouth Oil Co. After serving one year 
in the National Guard, he entered the Navy December 1, 1943, nee 
boot training at San Diego. After four months’ training he: GepAlien 
from the United States April 10, 1944, and served aboard ship hea 
months, participating in action off Saipan and Iwo Jima. He was ie de 

the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and a a ue 
Returning to the United States May 20, 1945, he was honorably discl ane 
at Millington, Tennessee, December 5, 1945. He and his wife, Marie, live 


in Helena, Arkansas, with their children. 





RUEBEN E. McLENDON, JR. 

















Oiler William James Wilkinson, son of Fannie and James Herbert Wilk n- 
son, was born July 15, 1926, in West Helena, Arkansas. He attended 
Helena High School and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
employed by the U. S. Engineers. Entering the Merchant Marine Sep. 
tember 9, 1944, he received boot training at Pass Christian, Mississippi 
and attended U. S. Merchant Marine Cadet Basic School. He departed 
December 24, 1944, for the Philippine Islands, and participated in the 
campaign of Okinawa. He served aboard Army Transport LT-793, which 
operated throughout the Philippines, New Guinea, and the Celebes Sea. 





WILLIAM J. WILKINSON 


Coxswain Warren R. Spivey, Jr., son of Edith B. and Warren R. Spivey, Sr., 
was born December 4, 1921, in Dayton, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 
1938. He attended Helena, Arkansas, High School, and Tennessee Military 
Institute at Sweet water. Entering the Navy June 9, 1944, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying as rigger. After serving 
almost a year in the United States with the C.A.S.U. (F) No. 3, he de- 
parted May 17, 1945, for Okinawa, and participated in its invasion. Cox- 
swain Spivey remained overseas for eight months and was awarded one 
Battle Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
February 6, 1946, at Memphis, he returned to Helena, where he lives with 
his wife, Jerry, and their twin daughters. 


He is still in service overseas. His home is in Helena. 





WARREN R. SPIVEY, JR. 





Ship’s Cook 1/c Betty Zane Marcus Johnson, daughter of Mrs. Pearl Allen 
Marcus, was born at Helena, Arkansas, November 24, 1919, receiving her 
education at Sacred Heart Academy (Helena), Helena High School and 
Arkansas State Teachers College, and was employed as a private secretary 
prior to entering the Coast Guard (W.R.) on March 24, 1943. Following 
boot training at Hunter College, Bronx, New York, and at Palm Beach, 
Florida, she later attended a specialized school at Palm Beach, qualifying 
for service as a ship’s cook. After two and one-half years of meritorious 
service in this branch, she received an honorable discharge October 9, 





BETTY MARCUS JOHNSON 


T/5 Frank S. Beveliacque, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Beveliacque, 
Sr., was born April 2, 1915, in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Helena High 
School, afterwards being engaged as truck driver and fireman. A member 
of the National Guard since December 3, 1940, he entered the Coast Ar- 
tillery January 23, 1941, receiving basic training at Camp Beale, California, 
and qualifying as truck driver and rifle marksman. Later assigned to the 
749th Military Police Bn., he served for four years in the United States 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
American Campaign Ribbon, and American Defense Service Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged December 7, 1945, at Camp Beale, he returned 
to Helena, where he lives with his wife, Gladys. 
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1945, at San Francisco. She is the wife of Frederick H. Johnson. 





FRANK S. BEVELIACQUE, JR. 
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Cpl. William R. Bloesch, son of Annie Bell and William E 

» SO Edwa 

ey born June 10, 1925, in West Helena, Arkansas. He sade Want 

3 elena Grammar and High School. Entering the Air Corps September 

1943, he received basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and attended C.T.D. 
.M. School (factory and gunnery), qualifying as engineer-gunner. Cor- 

poral Bloesch served for two and a half years in the United States and 

pe best ery ny Pyne eee Pong Defense Ribbon, and Victory 

bon. er being honora ischarged M 
California, he returned to West Helena: eee een 





'Pfe. Raif M. Smith, son of Mary Evelyn and Joseph Thomas Smith, was 
born August 18, 1914, in Canton, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 
1916. He attended West Helena, Arkansas, High School and Chillocothe 
/Business College, Chillicothe, Missouri, afterwards being employed by the 
U. S. Engineer and the Public Roads Administration. Entering the Marine 
|Corps May 1, 1944, he received boot training at Parris Island, South Caro- 
lina, qualifying as engineer parts man. Private Smith served for a year 
jin the United States at Marine Corps Base Depot, and departed April 1, 
1945, for Hila, Hawaii. He remained overseas for 10 months. After being 
honorably discharged February 17, 1946, at San Diego, California, he 
jyeturned to West Helena, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Maurine, 









‘and their two children. 





CARROLL S. RAWLS 
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Set. Earl B. Johnston is the son of Mr. 
Helena, Arkansas, where he was born 
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druff High School, he entered the Arm. ( ; m 
| Pte cand was Sait to Keesler Field, Mississipp1, for his basic training. 


| Sergeant Johnston later atten 


e Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster. He was 
| honorably discharged at Ma 






RAIF M. SMITH 


Metalsmith 3/c Carroll Smithwick Rawls, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Smithwick Rawls of West Helena, Arkansas, was born at West Point, 
Mississippi, October 10, 1910, and moved to Arkansas the same year. He 
attended Helena High School, Missouri Military Academy, and the Coyne 
Electrical School at Chicago, Illinois, and was employed in plumbing, 
heating, and sheetmetal works until entering the Navy on March 21, 1944. 
He received his boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and served 14 months 
with the industrial command in this country before he was sent to Okinawa 
in June, 1945. Overseas more than four months, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, November 11, 1945. He and his wife, 
Bettie Maudine, and children, live in West Helena. 


and Mrs. Ben H. Johnston of West 
April 20, 1921. After graduating 
Army Air Corps November 


ded Radio School at Sioux Falls, South 
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3, he saw more than 17 months of overseas 
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Sgt. Ben Hawkins, Jr., was the son of Ben and Beaulah Hawkins of Wes 
Helena, Arkansas, was born at Blytheville, Arkansas, April 17, 1925. Aj 
honor graduate of West Helena High School, he entered military servi ice 
September 22, 1942, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was sent to Shep. 
pard Field, Texas, for his basic training. Sergeant Hawkins received is 
wings as an aerial gunner at Pueblo, Colorado, in March 1943, and in June 
1943, was sent to the 12th Air Force in Italy. While en route overseas, he 
received an appointment to Annapolis or West Point from Congressman 
“Took” Gathings. On August 10, 1944, he was killed in action over 
Roumania while on his 17th combat mission and was awarded the Purple 
Heart and the Citation of Honor posthumously. This brave soldier had 
seen action over Italy, Austria, Roumania, Hungary, Germany, and AI- 


bania. 





BEN HAWKINS, JR. 


Lt. (j.g.) John Frederick Kalb was the son of Edward and Virginia 
Kalb of West Helena, Arkansas, where he was born January 4, 1920. He 
attended West Helena High School, was a graduate of Arkansas Tech 
at Russellville, and attended the University of Arkansas before entering 
the Naval Air Corps March 4, 1942. Lieutenant Kalb trained at New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Pensacola, Florida, and received his wings as a Naval 
pilot on November 6, 1942, at Corpus Christi, Texas. He served in this 
country until May 1944, when he was sent to the Pacific theater. A torpedo 
bomber pilot aboard the U.S.S. Kitsun Bay, he saw eight months of combat 
service, taking part in the battles of Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Palau, and 
the Philippines. Returning to this country on temporary duty, he was 
helping form a night attack combat unit when he was killed in a plane 
crash at the Naval Air Station, Quonset Point, Rhode Island on April 6, 
1945. This gallant flyer was the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars and the Presidential Unit Citation. 








LOUIE 


Coxswain Sera Hearn Russell, II, son of Mr. and Mrs. Francis D. Russell 
and grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Sera Hearn Russell, was born January 16, 
1926, in Helena, 


High School, and Louisiana State University. Entering the Navy January 


A. HAWKINS 


Arkansas. 


JOHN F. KALB 


T/5 Louie Albert Hawkins is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Hawkins of 
West Helena, Arkansas. Born in Blytheville, Arkansas, July 18, 1913, he 
was educated in the Blytheville Schools, and was manager of the Safeway 
Store at Marianna, Arkansas, before entering military service on April 
23, 1942. Trained at Camp Polk, Louisiana, he became a truck driver 
and with his unit, the 536th Amphibious Tractor Bn., was sent to the 
Southwest Pacific in June 1944. Overseas 18 months, he took part in the 
Southern Philippine and Okinawa campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with a Bronze Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and the 
Marksman’s Medal. He was honorably discharged December 22, 1945, at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas. He and his wife, Clara, are the parents of two children. 


He attended Sacred Heart Academy, Helena 


7, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California. He departed 
July 19, 1944, for the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations and par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Okinawa, Iwo Jima, and Japan, remaining over- 
seas for a year and nine months. After being honorably discharged April 
20, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to his home in Helena. 


SERA H. RUSSELL, 
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1st Lt. (Mrs.) Sarah Josephine Dormeyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Welch, was born September 11, 1920, at Helena, Arkansas, graduated from 
Sacred Heart Academy (Helena) and St. Joseph’s School of Nursing at 
Memphis. She entered the Army Nurse Corps February 1, 1944, and after 
ing at Camp Rucker, Alabama, was assigned to 
tal, Camp Gordon, Georgia. After 20 months of 
| tenant Dormeyer was retired from active duty 
1 on November 1, 1945, at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. She is the wife of 
Joseph Allen Dormeyer. : 
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JOHN J. WELCH 


Set. Francis A. Zambie was the 
Arkansas. Born in that city O 
Sacred Heart Academy at H 
Company and Parker Appliance Company at Clevelan ,U 
ili ‘ce October 21, 1941. He served his basic training period at 
Camp Grant, Illinois, and after two yea 
Corps, he transferred to the Army 

service at Foster Fiel 
Texas, before he was sen 
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FRANK W. EDDINS 
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Radioman 3/c Frank Watson Eddins, son of M Eddi | 
) 4 rs. Ersell Eddins, 
Sanita 4, 1925, at Lexa, Arkansas. He received his eiuaaioe Gy. fat 
fee Helena High School. Entering the Navy June 7, 1943, he received 
ae raining at San Diego, California. Later by attending Naval Training 
Cc ool at Texas ye & M. College and SCTC RM at Miami, Florida, he 
qualified for radioman, third class. After training in the United States 
he served on both the Atlantic and Pacific and was awarded the American 
BR eee Te uri Eastern, Asiatic-Pacific, Philippine Lib- 
; ictory Ribbons. He was i i 
Pedekece 8 ae Pome honorably discharged at Nashville, 





SARAH J. DORMEYER 


S/Set. John Joseph Welch was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Welch of 
Helena, Arkansas, where he was born December 29, 1915. He attended 
the Sacred Heart Academy at Helena and was employed as a payroll clerk 
by the Pekin Wood Products Company at Helena. He was also secretary 
for the American ‘Federation of Musicians until entering the Army June 
16, 1941. Trained at Camp Roberts, California, Sergeant Welch became 
a supply sergeant and after three and a half years in this country was 
sent to England in September 1944. He served with Infantry units in 
Europe until he was killed in action in Belgium December 27, 1944, during 
the hard fighting of the Battle of the Bulge. This brave soldier was post- 
humoustly awarded the Purple Heart and was the holder of the American 
Defense Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. 


son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Zambie of Helena, 
ctober 22, 1918, he was a graduate of the 
elena nad was employed by Morgan Lithograph 
d, Ohio, until entering 


rs in this country with the Medical 
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R. V. WILSON, JR. 


Ist Lt. Walter Conway Davis, son of Charles Ezera and Clara Davis of 
Helena, Arkansas, was born at Rives, Tennessee, December 16, 1907. 
After graduating from Helena High School he was connected with the 
King-Thompson Drug Co. and later employed as a post office clerk at the 
time he entered the military service in July 1942. Entering the Air Corps, 
he completed his basic training at Clearwater, Florida, and then attended 
Officer Candidate School at Miami, Florida. After he received his com- 
mission, he became an assistant provost marshal and security officer and 
served more than two years in this country. Lieutenant Davis was sent 
to Guam in the Marianas Islands in March 1945, and saw 11 months of 
overseas service. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon and the Meritorious Service Award, he was released from active 
duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, April 20, 1946. He and his wife, Zenda 
Dragoo Davis, have one son. 















S/Sgt. R. V. Wilson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. R. V. Wilson, Sr., was bor 
March 19, 1926, in Omaha, Arkansas. He attended Blue Eye High Schoc 
and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Corps July 1 
1944, at Little Rock, he received preliminary training at Sheppard Field 
Texas, and attended Service Schools at Tyndall Field, Florida; Lemare 
California ; Tonopah, Nevada; Mt. Home, Idaho, and Topeka, Kansas 
qualifying as turret gunner. After a year and a half in the United States, 
Sergeant Wilson departed December 17, 1945, for Le Havre, France, and 
served in Furstenfeldbruck, Germany. Promoted to sergeant January 29, 
1946, he is now in Istres, France, as clerk in Hq. 306th Bomb. Group H. 
His home is in Helena, Arkansas, and he is married to the former Leona 


a 


WALTER C. DAVIS 





WALTER L. 


Maj. Charles C. 


MORRIS, JR. 


born February 21, 1946, 


Jeffries, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Curtis Jeffries, was 
in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Helena High 


Lt. (j. g.) Walter Luther Morris, Jr., son of Leonora Hornor and Walter 
Luther Morris, Sr., was born September 12, 1921, in Helena, Arkansas. He 
attended the University of Virginia and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy June 21, 1943, he received boot training at Naval Re- 
serve Midshipmen’s School, New York City, and attended Service School 
at Submarine Chaser Training Center, Miami, Florida, and Naval Training 
Station Recognition School, Columbus, Ohio, qualifying as combat informa- 
tion center officer. Departing October 10, 1944, Lieutenant Morris served — 
nearly two years in both the Pacific and the ‘Atlantic Oceans, and par- 
ticipated in campaigns in the Philippines and Okinawa; the occupation of 
Japan at Kobe, Osaka, and Nagoya; and the occupation of China at Taku, 
spending nearly two months with the occupation forces. After being 
honorably discharged April 17, 1946, at Navy Personnel Separation Center, 
Camp Shelton, Virginia, he returned to his home in West Helena. 





School and Mississippi State College, where he received R.O.T.C. training, 
and became a member of the Officer’s Reserve Corps. Entering the Coast 
Artillery July 5, 1940, he attended Anti-aircraft Artillery School at Ft. 
Monroe, Virginia, and Camp Davis, North Carolina, qualifying as anti- 
aircraft staff officer and unit commander, and as expert with pistol and 
rifle. Major Jeffries served in the United States for two and a half years 
with the 14th C.A, 687th Airborne M.G. Btry., and departed December 7, 
1942, for Bombay, India. Overseas for two years and seven months, he 
participated in campaigns of India-Burma, Northern Burma, and Central 
3urma. According to last information received Major Jeffries was still in 
the service. His wife, Edwynne, lives in Helena. 
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CE |. James F. Myers, son of Mrs. John F. Myers, was born April 14, 1923, 


in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Helena High School, afterwar i 

employed by Paramount Theater as projectionist. Entering ihe Masi 
Corps July 8, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended Bell and Howell Projectionist School, qualifying as training aids 
specialist. After serving for two years in the United States, including duty 
with Training Command Headquarters, Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, Cali- 
fornia, he departed August 21, 1945, for Nagasaki, Japan. Corporal Myers 
remained overseas for 11 months with the occupational forces in Japan. 
After being honorably discharged July 23, 1946, at San Diego, he returned 





to his home in Helena. 
JAMES F. MYERS 


2nd Lt. James Allison Burnett, Jr., son of James Allison and Candus 
Ophelia Burnett of West Helena, Arkansas, was born December 6, 1919, 
at Helena. He attended Woodruff High School and majored in engineering 


, at Arkansas State College. Entering the Army Air Corps March 30, 1942, 


at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, he was sent to Kelly Field, Texas, for his basic 
training and later received his flight training at Randolph Field, Texas; 


| Ellington Field, Texas; Hondo Field, Texas, and Tyndall Field, Florida. He 


served in this country until being sent to Ascension Island in the South 


| Atlantic in May, 1943. There Lieutenant Burnett participated in patrol 
duty and air convoy duty until he was killed in the performance of his 


duty in the vicinity of Ascension Island on October 19, 1943. This brave 
young officer served with the 1st Composite Sqdn. 





ALLEN R. KEESEE verted to inactive duty 


Lt. Col. Morris Johnson Keesee, Jr., son of Morris and Marguerite Keesee 
of ee Arkansas, was born in that city April 14, 1912. He completed 
his education at Mississippi State College and was connected with the Soil 
Conservation Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture until painslen 
military service as reserve officer November 11, 1940. He trained ie 
the 13th Inf. at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina, later attending Comman¢ 
and General Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, before being sent 
to Northern Ireland in December, 1943. Overseas 17 months, he ebb 
with the 8th Infantry Division throughout the Normandy, Nortl 7 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns, as well is y 
taking of Brest. Wounded in February 1945, he was awarded he urp e 
Heart and also holds the Silver Star and Bronze Star Medals and me ese 
Defense Service Ribbon. Colonel Keesee was returned to PRU ie 
at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, December ee OA no. Lie and his wife, Vir- 
ginia, are the parents of two children, Johnny and Marie. 
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JAMES A. BURNETT, JR. 


Capt. Allen R. Keesee, son of Thomas W. Keesee of Helena, Arkansas, 
was born at Albuquerque, New Mexico, April 19, 1919, and moved to 
Arkansas with his family that same year. He was educated at Helena 
High School and Virginia Military Academy before entering the military 
service July 1, 1940. As Field Artillery officer, he completed special train- 
ing at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and was sent to Kiska Island in the Aleutian 
Islands in July 1943. Returning to this country in August 19438, he was 
then sent to Italy in February 1944. Overseas a total of 26 months, 
Captain Keesee has served with the 3rd Field Artillery, 601st Field Ar- 
tillery Bn., and the 605th Artillery Bn. He has seen action at Kiska in the 
Aleutians and in the Rome-Arno, Southern France and Central Europe 
campaigns, and is the holder of the Bronze Star Medal, National Defense 
Service Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and one 
Arrowhead, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and one 
Arrowhead and the American Theater Ribbon. Captain Keesee was re- 
February 9, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missourl. 





MORRIS J. KEESEE, JR. 


1.—S/Sgt. Edgar Haggard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Haggard of Helena, Arkansas, was born at 
West Helena, Arkansas, October 7, 1922. He com- 
pleted his education at Helena High School and 
was employed by the Baldwin Service Station and 
the Helena Compress Company until entering the 
military service January 12, 1942. Assigned to the 
Air Corps, he was sent to Mitchell Field, New York, 
to serve his basic training period and later attended 
the Chemical Warfare School. Sergeant Haggard 
served almost two years in this country and was 
then sent to England, where he served as an Air 
Corps supply technician. He has seen service with 
the Ist Base Headquarters and air base squadrons. 
Holder of the European Theater Ribbon and the 
Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 19, 1945, 
after more than two years of foreign service. 


2.—Capt. Samuel Roy Haggard, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Haggard of Helena, Arkansas, was born 
at West Helena, Arkansas, October 17, 1919, and 
was educated at Helena High School and Arkansas 
State Teachers’ College. He was employed by the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company at Blytheville, Arkan- 
sas, until entering the Army Air Corps January 12, 
1942. He was trained at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and attended Aircraft Mechanic’s School, Engine 
School and Technical Inspector’s School. After two 
years in this country as an aircraft engineering 
officer with the 453rd Bomb Group, he was. sent 
to England in January 1944, and saw 18 months 
of overseas service, taking part in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and the air offensive over Eu- 
rope. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal, he was 
placed on inactive duty at Kennedy General Hospital 
at Mempkis, Tennessee, December 28, 1945. His 
wife is the former Mary MacGreagor. 


3.—Set. Harley Jenkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
E. Jenkins, was born at Morrilton, Arkansas, April 
17, 1921. He received his education by attending 
Elaine and Barton Public Schools, afterwards as- 
sisting his father in farm work until entering the 
Infantry June 19, 1942. He received basic training 
at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and after serving in 
the United States was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater June 19, 1944. Attached to 81st Division, 
Co. H, 321st Inf., he participated in battles of 
Angaur and Peleliu September 1944. Sergeant 
Jenkins received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
and after serving two months with the Army of 
Occupation in Tokyo, returned to the United States 
January 4, 1946. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, January 11, 1946, and lives in West 
Helena. 


4.—Segt. James Arthur Allen, was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William M. Allen of West Helena, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born February 24, 1922. He at- 
tended Woodruff High School and was employed 
by the Newkirk Servicenter and Standard Oil Com- 
pany before entering active service with Battery G, 
206th Coast Artillery of the Arkansas National 
Guard. He had enlisted in the National Guard in 
1938. After training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, Sergeant 
Allen was sent to the Aleutian Islands in August, 
1941, and was at Dutch Harbor, Alaska, during the 
Japanese attack on that station. On October 19, 
1942, he and another soldier of that unit were 
accidentally drowned on Haag Island in the Aleu- 
tians, while trying to save a boat ramp from being 
destroyed. This brave soldier’s body was washed 
out to sea and never recovered. 


5.—S/Set. John C. Larkin, son of John and Sally 
Larkin of West Helena, Arkansas, was born at La- 
tour, Arkansas, September 22, 1914, and completed 
his education at Woodruff High School. He was 
employed by the West-Hornor Motor Company be- 
fore entering the military service on April 3, 1942. 
He was sent to Camp Barkeley to serve his basic 
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action in thee invasion ee "Wrataet 
hard fighting in the Northern NETS \ 
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaig le 
three months with the Army of Occupation — 

many and holds the European Theater Ribbon w 
five Battle Stars, the Combat Infantryman Bad, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Larkin 1 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mi 
souri, October 14, 1945. He and his wife, Melvyn 
Marise, are the parents of one child. : 


6.—Pvt. Albert Burk King, son of Malecomb Belmont 
and Flora Alice King, was born at Trenton, Arkan- 
sas. He completed his education at Marvell High 
School and entered the Army April 18, 1944. Sent 
to Camp Hood, Texas, for his basic Infantry training, 
he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and was 
sent to England in September 1944. Private King 
saw eight months of overseas service in the Medical 
Corps in England and France, and holds the Marks- _ 
man’s Medal, European Theater Ribbon, and Good ~ 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged June 
29, 1945, at Bruns General Hospital, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. He now makes his home with his wife, 
Alma Ethel and their children, in West Helena, 
Arkansas. 


7.—M/Segt. Percy Grady Hunter, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. M. Hunter, was born November 29, 1907, 
in McEwen, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1916. 
He attended Woodruff High School, afterwards 
being engaged as a cotton classer. Entering the 
Infantry October 25, 1925, he served for three years 
in the Infantry and for 18 years in aviation, sta- 
tioned at Barksdale Field, Louisiana; Langley Field, 
Virginia; Panama, C. Z.; Mitchell Field; Hendrick 
Field, Florida; Maxwell Field, Alabama; and Or- 
lando, Florida. Sergeant Hunter received special 
instructions in B-29 training at Amarillo, Texas, and 
served in the United States as an instructor. He is 
still in the Army and will remain until retirement. 
His home is in West Helena, Arkansas, and his 
wife is Juanita Hunter. 


8.—Coxswain Carl Leon Lueken, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John J. Lueken, Sr., was born July 15, 1926. 
He attended Sacred Heart School at Helena and 
Subiaco Academy, Subiaco, Arkansas. Mate Lueken 
entered the Navy July 10, 1944, and received his 
boot training at Williamsburg, Virginia. He later 
attended Amphibious Training School at Ft. Pierce, 
Florida. On May 10, 1945, he left the United States 
for the Pacific area, serving in Guam, Philippines, 
China, Japan, Pearl Harbor, Indo-China, and in the 
campaign of Okinawa. Receiver of the Victory Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Mate Lueken was returned to the 
United States January 10, 1946, and honorably dis- 
charged June 7, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


9.— Set. Robert W. Lueken, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
J. Lueken, Sr., was born June 28, 19238, in Helena, 
Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart School, Helena, 
and was secretary to flight surgeon at Helena Areo- 
Tech. On December 14, 1942, Sergeant Lueken en- 
tered the Air Corps and was sent to Greenville, 
Mississippi, for his basic training. He attended 
Administration School at Robins Field, Georgia. 
Sergeant Lueken served 39 months in 1021st Air 
Service Sqdn., and received Victory Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged February 24, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


10.—T/4 Kenneth J. Lueken, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John J. Lueken, Sr., was born February 25, 1915, 
in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Sacred Heart 
School, Helena, and Subiaco Academy, Subiaco, Ar- 
kansas. Sergeant Lueken entered the Army March 
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8, 1944, and received his basic training at Camp + 


Barkeley, Abilene, Texas. Later he attended Wil- 
liam Beaumont General Hospital Service School and 
qualified as surgical technician. On October 12, 
1944, he left the United States for France. He served 
in France, Belgium and Germany, participating in 
campaign of Rhineland. Awarded one Bronze Star 
for Rhineland campaign and Good Conduct Medal, 
Sergeant Lueken returned to the United States Feb- 
ruary 9, 1946, and was honorably discharged Febru- 
ary 14, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He 
eis in Helena with his wife, Mary Lou, and chil- 
en. 


11.—Cpl. Drury Lafayette Burns, son of Luther and 
Jennie Burns of West Helena, Arkansas, was born 
September 18, 1918, at  Blackton, Arkansas. He 
attended Barton High School, and was employed 
as a welder until entering the Marine Corps De- 
cember 1, 1943. He served his boot training period 
at San Diego, California, and specialized in_ the 
operation of heavy anti-aircraft guns. Sent to Pearl 
Harbor in February, 1944, Corporal Burns saw 22 
months of foreign service and saw action in the 
battles for Roi and Namur in the Marshall Islands. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon and the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion, he also holds sharpshooter and expert ratings 
in the use of the rifle, automatic rifle and_pistol. 
He was honorably discharged at Pensacola, Florida, 
December 14, 1945. He and his wife, Mary, and child 
live in West Helena. 


12.—Set. Frank L. Hatcher, son of J. L. Hatcher 
of Jacksonville, Arkansas, was born at Grays, 
Arkansas, August 23, 1916. He attended Helena and 
Cabot High Schools and Arkansas State Teacher’s 
College at Conway, and was employed as a baggage 
agent until entering active service with the 206th 
Coast Arillery of the Arkansas National Guard 
January 6, 1941. He trained in Arkansas, Texas, 
California, Louisiana, and Georgia, and served with 
the 459th and 567th Anti-aircraft Battalions. Ar- 
riving in the European theater in October 1944, he 
served more than nine months overseas and took 
part in the Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns. He earned the 
European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, 
the Good Conduct Medal and the American Theater 
Ribbon, and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, October 20, 1945. He and his 
wife, Thelma Juanita, and children, live in Helena. 


13.—Set. Carl G. Hatcher, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. L. Hatcher of North Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
born June 10, 1919, at Grays, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Cabot High School and is a graduate of 
Helena High School. Employed as a freight clerk 
at Helena by the Missouri Pacific Railway Com- 
pany, he entered the military service December 6, 
1941. Sergeant Hatcher served his basic training 
period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was as- 
signed to the Medical Corps as a clerk-typist. In 
March 1942, he was sent to the China-Burma-India 
theater with his unit, the 181st General Hospital, 
and served in India for 33 months. He was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
William Beaumont General Hospital at El Paso, 
Texas, October 10, 1945. 


14.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Buford M. Burns, 
son of Luther and Jennie Burns of West Helena, 
Arkansas, was born October 16, 1923, at Blackton, 
Arkansas. He attended Barton High School and was 
an airplane mechanic until entering the Navy Feb- 
ruary 22, 1943. He completed his boot training 
period at San Diego, California, and was sent to 
New Georgia Island in the South Pacific theater in 
March 1943. Overseas 19 months, he served through- 
out the New Georgia, Guadalcanal and Bougainville 
campaigns, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
Presidential Unit Citation. He was honorably dis- 
charged November 10, 1945, at Millington, Ten- 
nessee. 
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was born at Blackton, . 

and was educated at Bartor 
the Navy June 5, 1942, he was 
Illinois, for his boot trai 
to Casablanca in North Africa. Pett; 
has seen action in both the European 
Pacific theaters during his 40 months of ah 
continuous foreign service. In the Pacific he ser 
as a watertender aboard the U.S.S. Sitkoh Bay | 
saw action at New Georgia, the battle of the Ku 
Gulf, Vella Lavella, Tarawa and the invasion of 
the Philippines. Holder of the European Theater — 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the > 
Citation which was awarded to the 3rd Fleet, he 
was honorably discharged at Millington, Tennessee, 
November 20, 1945. 








16.—Segt. Thomas E. Hixon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas E. Hixon of Helena, Arkansas, was born 
January 10, 1917, at Atlanta, Georgia, and moved 
to Arkansas in 1941. After graduating from Fulton > 
High School at Atlanta, he was employed as a sales- 
man for the National Biscuit Company from 1937 
until entering military service February 16, 1944. 
Assigned to the Army Engineers, he was trained 
at Camp Pickett, Virginia, and became a construc- 
tion foreman. Sergeant Hixon arrived with his unit, 
the 1259th Engineer Combat Battalion, in France in 
April 1945, and saw almost five months of overseas 
service. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
November 19, 1945, at Camp Bowie, Texas. He and 
his wife, the former Ruby Steele, are the parents 
of three children. 


17.—Pfe. Walter Pinckney McCarty, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. U. McCarty, Sr., was born at Memphis, 
Tennessee, later moving to Helena, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Helena High 
School, after which he was engaged as a partner in 
McCarty Furniture Company. He entered the In- 
fantry, 10th Mountain Division, June 19, 1944, and 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas. He 
departed from the United States December 10, 1944, 
for Italy, participating in the Rome-Arno campaign, 
and was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge and 
Bronze Star. Returning to the United States No- 
vember 22, 1945, he received an honorable discharge 
at Jefferson Barracks, January 10, 1946. He and his 
wife, Betty Brooks, live in Helena with their two 
children. 


18.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Herbert Lee Word, son of Mrs. 
Olive Lee Word, was born in West Helena, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending West 
Helena High School. Entering the Navy April 2, 
1942, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia. 
Departing September 28, 1942, he served overseas 
for more than three years in Cuba, Admiralty Is- 
lands, and the Philippine Islands and received com- 
mendation for his services in connection with build- 
ing Navy bases. After being honorably discharged 
November 28, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to his home in Helena, Arkansas. 


19.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Ernest Clark Word, 
son of Mrs. Olive Lee Word, was born November 
4, 1922, in West Helena, Arkansas. He attended 
Woodruff High School in West Helena, and entered 
the Engineer Corps January 30, 1941. Receiving 
basic training at Norfolk, Virginia, he qualified as 
motor machinist. Mate Word departed in June 1942, 
for two and a half years’ overseas service in the 
African campaign. After being honorably discharged 
October 19, 1945, at Banning, California, he returned 
to Helena, where he lives with his wife, Virginia 
Dean, and their child. 


20.—T/Set. Russell H. Word, son of Mrs. Olive Lee 
Word, was born November 16, 1913, in Helena, 
Arkansas. He attended Woodruff High School, 
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JERRY P. HICKY 


1st Lt. Jerry P. Hicky is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Hicky of Forrest 
City, Arkansas. Born at Forrest City on June 6, 1921, he attended Forrest 
City High School and completed his education at Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. He entered military service June 6, 1942. Lieutenant Hicky had 
received primary military training at Louisiana State University and 
upon entering the Army, was selected to attend Infantry Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After receiving his commission, he com- 
pleted courses at the Officer’s Communication Course at Ft. Benning and 
became communications officer for Infantry units. He served in the 
United States with ‘several different units and was sent to England in 
December 1944. Overseas six months, he served in England, France, and 
Belgium and saw action in the fighting of the Northern France and 
Ardennes campaigns. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the American Theater and Victory Ribbons, and a_ veteran 
of almost four years of service, he was honorably discharged on February 
14, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas His wife is Mary Bliss Hicky. 
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WILLIAM B. O’BRIEN 


1st Lt. William B. O’Brien was the son of Mrs. Mazie O’Brien and the 
late Thomas O’Brien of Forrest City, Arkansas, where he was born Sep- 
tember 9, 1914. He attended Forrest City High School and was a farm 
owner at Forrest City until entering service on December 24, 1940. He 
had first enlisted in the National Guard on April 26, 1932. Lieutenant 
O’Brien served his Infantry basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and then was selected to attend Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. He became a specialist in machine gun usage and was sent to 
France in June 1944. After service in England, he went into combat in 
France with Company H, 359th Infantry, which was a unit of General 
Patton’s famed 3rd Army. This brave officer was killed in action in East- 
ern France on November 11, 1944. He was a veteran of 12 years’ service 
with Company I, 153rd Infantry, Arkansas National Guard. Lieutenant 
O’Brien had been awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Bronze 
Star Medal for his faithful service, and was awarded the Purple Heart 
posthumously. He is survived by his wife, Mary Catherine O’Brien and 


their son, William Patrick. 
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Chief Electrician’s Mate Louis R. Grobmyer, Sr., son of the lat 
Louis R. and Mary E. Grobmyer, was born September 5, 1901, in 
Forrest City, Arkansas. He attended Forrest City High School; 
Little Rock College; Western Military School, Alton, Illinois, an¢ 
Coyne Electrical School, Chicago. Entering the Navy January 
18, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, qualifying 
as chief electrician’s mate. After serving for six months in 
the United States with a ship repair unit, he departed July 9, 
1944, for the Southwest Pacific and remained in the war zone 
for eight months, attached to the main Pacific fleet on the 
U.S.S. Jason. He was honorably discharged May 19, 1945, at 
Shoemaker, California, and returned to Forrest City, where he 





LOUIS R. GROBMYER, SR. 


Cadet Louis R. Grobmyer, Jr., son of Maggie and Louis R. Grob- 
myer, Sr., was born July 16, 1924, in Forrest City, Arkansas. 
He attended Forrest City Grade and High Schools. Entering 
the Naval Air Corps July 1, 1943, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Service Schools at Arkan- 
sas A. & M. College; Alameda Air Base; Wm. Jewell College in 
Kansas City, Missouri; St. Mary’s, California; and Naval Air 
Base, Glenview, Illinois. He qualified in bomb disposal and ad- 
ministration and as seaman, first class. Cadet Grobmyer was 
still in the service in Puerto Rico and islands in the Atlantic 
Ocean, according to last reports we received. His home is in 
Forrest City. 


lives with his wife, Maggie, and their sons. 








JAMES L. GROBMYER 





LOUIS R. GROBMYER, JR. 


Cpl. James L. Grobmyer, son of Maggie and Louis R. Grobmyer, 
Sr., was born June 12, 1926, in Forrest City, Arkansas. He 
attended Forrest City Grade and High Schools. Entering the 
Army Air Corps December 8, 1944, he received basic training 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Service Schools at 
Kingman, Arizona; Las Vegas, Nevada, and Amarillo, Texas, 
qualifying as right blister gunner on a B-29. Corporal Grob- 
myer is still in the service at Amarillo, Texas. His home is in 
Forrest City. 
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Cpl. Fred Wilson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Frederick Wilson, Sr., 
was born at Forrest City, Arkansas, June 12, 1922. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Forrest City Public Schools, graduating in May 1941, 
and afterwards was employed by Broadway Drug Store for six months 
and in a canteen at Camp Robinson, before entering the service. On No- 
vember 4, 1942, he entered the Army, 746th Tank Bn., and received basic 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, later attending Service School at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, where he qualified for company clerk. After serving 14 
months in the United States, he was sent to Europe, landing in Plymouth, 
England, February 8, 1944. Attached to Company C, 746th Tank Bn., he 
saw action in five major battles in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central European campaigns. Corporal Wilson 
was wounded in action. He served with the Army of Occupation from May 
9 to September 12, 1945, and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, five 
Battle Stars, and Purple Heart. He received an honorable discharge at 
Jefferson Barracks, November 3, 1945, and lives in Forrest City. 


States in September 1943, for the Asiatic-P 





WILLARD L. BLAND 


[ 567 | 


AS 


the Gilbert and Marshall Islands campaigns. 
an honorable discharge at Memphis, February 25, 
Pauline, live in Forrest City with their children. 
















Lt. John Canada Bowen, Jr., son of Annette Gill an 

Canada Bowen, Sr., was born February 5, 1916, in aiciic 
Mississipi, moving to Arkansas in 1945. He attended the Uni- 
versity of Texas and the University of Mississippi, afterwards 
being employed in the traffic department of the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company and in the real estate and mortgage loan 
business in Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the Navy April 2, 
1943, he attended Navy Supply Corps School and graduated 
from Harvard School of Business Administration, Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, specializing in supply. Lieutenant Bowen departed 
April 1, 1944, for New Guinea and remained overseas for a year 
anda half, participating in campaigns of Eastern New Guinea, 
West New Guinea, Philippines, and Netherland East Indies. 
After being honorably discharged January 28, 1946, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, he returned to Forrest City, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Laura, and their son. His present occu- 
pation is that of Ford dealer under the name of St. Francis 





FRED WILSON, JR. 


Lt. (s. g.) Willard LeRoy Bland, son of Wellington and Edith Bland, was 
born at Bellwood, Pennsylvania, September 7, 1909, moving to Arkansas 
in 1931. He received his education by attending Arkansas State Teacheis 
College, Duke University, and Columbia University, afterwards being 
employed as athletic coach, high school teacher, a 
partment district supervisor. Enlisting in the Navy Nov 
he received Naval Indoctrination at Tucson, Ar 
ure Island Service School ; Naval Training School, Norfolk, V 
Subchaser Training School at Miami, Florida, 
officer. After serving two and a half years he departed 





nd State Welfare De- 
ember 20, 1942, 
izona, and attended Treas- 
irginia, and 
qualifying for gunnery 
from the United 
acific theater, taking part in 
Lieutenant Bland received 
1946. He and his wife, 
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S/Sgt. James H. Dillon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. James H. Dillon, 
Sr., was born May 12, 1922, at Forrest City, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Forrest City High School 
and Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas. He entered the Army 
Air Corps September 24, 1942, receiving basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, afterwards attending Aero Technical 
Institute, Glendale, California, and qualifying for Air Corps 
supply technician. After serving one year attached to 390th 
Service Sqdn., he departed from the United States August 20, 
1943, landing in Scotland August 25, 1943. Sergeant Dillon 
served over 27 months with the 8th Air Force against the 
enemy over Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and Central 
Germany. Among other decorations, he received the Good 
Conduct Medal, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, December 6, 1945, 
and returned to Forrest City. 





JAMES H. DILLON, JR. 





S/Sgt. Ollie M. Dillon, daughter of Alan and Elizabeth Schilcutt, 
was born September 30, 1903, at Pine Tree, Arkansas. She 
received her education by attending Forrest City High School 
two years, and owned and operated Dillon’s Ready-to-Wear store 
prior to enlisting in the Women’s Army Corps September 24, 
1942. Receiving basic training at Ft. Des Moines, Sergeant 
Dillon qualified for supervisor, switchboard, and Army com- 
munications. Serving 13 months in the United States she was 
sent to Naples, Italy, November 19, 19438, attached to 6714th 
Communication Platoon, and served in the Foggia-Naples and 
Rome-Arno theaters. She received for meritorious service, 
Foggia-Naples and Rome-Arno Battle Stars, Meritorious Unit 
Citation, and Good Conduct Ribbon and Clip. Returning to the 
United States October 4, 1945, she was honorably discharged at 
Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, October 10, 1945, and lives in Forrest City. 





OLLIE M. DILLON 


[ 568 ] 








Pfc. Jim L. Todd, 
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education by attendin 
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PAT TODD 
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i g Forrest City Public School, afterwards 
k driver. Entering the Field Artillery in 
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mber 15, 1945, an 
ks, Missouri, in 


Set. Pat Todd, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Todd, was born at 
Forrest City, Arkansas, October 2, 1910. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Forrest City Public School, after which 
he was employed as a truck driver. Entering the Field Artillery 
in 1937, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, quali- 
fying for motor mechanic. He received Marksmanship Medal 
and, after three and a half years’ service in the United States, 
was sent to Europe July 21, 1944, where he participated in the 
campaigns of Northern France, Belgium, and Germany, serving 
in four battles against the enemy. Sergeant Todd was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, July 24, 1945, and lives in 
Forrest City. : 





Arkansas. He received his 


r overseas, returned to the 
d was honorably discharged 
November 1945, returning 





JIM L. TODD 


[ 569 ] 

















Capt. John William Lieblong, son of Mr. and Mrs. William A. 
Lieblong, was born August 21, 1946, in Greenbrier, Arkansas. 
He attended Conway High School and graduated from Arkansas 
State Teachers’ College. Entering the Air Corps October 16, 
1942, he received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
and attended Aircraft Mechanic and Maintenance Engineering 
Schools, qualifying as engineering officer, rifle and carbine 
expert, and pistol sharpshooter. Captain Leiblong departed 
August 20, 1943, for England and remained overseas for more 
than two years. After being released from active duty March 
8, 1946, at Randolph Field, Texas, he returned to Forrest City, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Dora Beattie, and their 


child. 





JOHN W. LIEBLONG 


Sgt. Harold Logan Bridgforth, son of James Thomas Bridgforth 
and Ethel Logan Bridgforth, was. born August 19, 1916, at 
Forrest City, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Forrest City Public Schools, Louisiana State University at Baton 
Rouge, State Teachers’ College at Jonesboro, and University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville. Enlisting in the Army Air Forces 
July 31, 1941, he received basic training at Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas. Later by attending AAF Instrument Training 
School, he qualified for supply technician and for crew chief 
of link trainer, supervising work of other instructors in instru- 
ment flying. After serving for over 15 months he was sent 
to New Caledonia attached to 71st Material Sqdn., on November 
3, 1942. Sergeant Bridgforth participated in New Guinea and 
Southern Philippine campaigns, and for meritorious service was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars. After almost three years’ service overseas, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 23, 
1945, and returned to Forrest City. 
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LOUIS F. HAVEN, JR. 





| August 10, 1942, he received 


and later by attending Radio Opera 
| Schools qualified for radio-gunner an 
| Medal. After two years and seven months in the United States, 
y 28, 1945, after which he 


the Rhineland and Central 
d the Good Conduct Medal, 
s, and Unit Citation. He was 


he was sent to England Februar 
| participated in the campaigns of 
Germany. Sergeant Haven receive 
Air Medal with two Battle Star 
honorably discharged at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, September 
30, 1945. He and his wife, Ruth, live in Forrest City with their 


two children. 





S/Sgt. Henry Tarver Haven, son of Louis F. and Thelma F. 
Haven, was born August 23, 1919, at Forrest City, Arkansas. 
He received his education by atten 
and University of Arkansas. 


ding Forrest City High School 
Entering the Army Air Corps 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
tor, Mechanic, and Gunnery 


Seaman 2/c Louis Franklin Haven, Jr., son of Thelma Fore and 
Louis Franklin Haven, Sr., was born August 5, 1917, in Widener 
Arkansas. He attended Forrest City High School and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, afterwards being employed by the Imperial 
Theater. Entering the Navy July 15, 1945, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended Service School 
in Great Lakes, Chicago. Seaman Haven was attached to the 
Merchant Marines for two months and was honorably dis- 
charged November 22, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee. He lives 
in Forrest City with his wife, Marjorie, and their children. 





d received Marksmanship 





HENRY T. HAVEN 
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Capt. Lawrence E. Rea. Jr. som of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E 
Rea. Sr.. was bern February 9, 1922. at Forrest City, Arkansas 
He attended ‘Porrest City Publie Schools before entering 


1938 S te 1869, le: eolvied im the Arecy Aue Se 2NSDO! 
Command, July 25, 1940. He received basie trainmg at Ft 
Benning, Georgia. (2nd Armored Division), and later attended 
Clerical Scheols in Ft. Benning: Officer Candidate School, Camp 
Lee. Virginia. and Bakers’ amd Cooks” School at Ft. Knox and 
Ft. Meade. After graduating from Officer Candidate School and 
receiving his commission December 23, 1942, he was transferred 
to Army Air Foree. After training in the United States Captam 

tea was sent to Karachi, India. June 4, 1943. where he served 
as feed superv isor In Karachi, New Delhi, and Caleutta for one 
year. He has ned Expert Marksmanship Medal, Presidential 
Citation, Bronze Star, and Good Conduct Medal. Captam Rea 
held every rank of an enlisted man before becoming an officer, 
and at 19 was the youngest known master sergeant in the Army. 
He is 2 fourth cousin in vertical descendant ‘lineage of General 


Kat Uli 


tobert EB. Lee. He is still m service im French Morocco and will 
remain im the Army 
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Bran O/e Novia Leycester Hod fM 
darman 2/c Nor eycester Hodges, son of Mrs. Samuel Lee 
was born March 25, 1910, at Forrest City, Arkansas. He Pes ton 
Forrest City High School, after which he was employed by the Ford 
Motor Company in Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the Navy Reserve 
March 11, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, afterwards at- 
tending Navy Radar School at Point Loma, California, where he qualified 
for radar operator. After six months’ training in the United States, he 
was sent to the Canal Zone on November 3, 1943, five months later to the 
Aleutian Islands, where he participated in raids on the Kurile Islands. 
Returning to the United States June 13, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at New Orleans, September 21, 1945. He lives in Pine Bluff with his wife, 
Elsie, and their son. 


NORMAN L. HODGES 


Set. Samuel Lee Hodges, Jr., son of Samuel Lee and Emma Havens Hodges, 
was born March 23, 1917, at Forrest City, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Forrest City Grade and High Schools and Chilli- 
-eothe Business College, Chillicothe, Missouri. Enlisting in the Marine 
Corps July 15, 1941, he received boot training at Paris Island, South 
Carolina, and later attended refrigeration school. He received rifle Marks- 
manship Medal and, after 10 months’ service attached to 1st Marine 
Division, was sent to the South Pacific area May 20, 1942. Sergeant Hodges 
/ saw action in the Guadalcanal campaign, serving in the Asiatic-Pacific 

theater for over two years. He received the Presidential Unit Citation 
| with one Blue Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four Stars, and American 
| Defense Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Philadelphia, March 
7, 1945, and returned to Forrest City. 





SAMUEL L. HODGES, JR. 


Signalman 3/c Charles Haywood Heustess, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Whiteford Heustess, was born July 16, 1919, at Forrest City, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Forrest City High School, after 
which he was employed by Swift and Company. He entered the Navy 
November 18, 1948, receiving boot training at Great Lakes Training 
Station, Illinois, where he specialized in signal communication. After 
training in the United States, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific assigned 
to a minesweeper. Signalman Heustess received an honorable discharge 
December 22, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee, returning to Forrest City, 
where he lives with his wife, Wella Mae. 





| CHARLES H. HEUSTESS 


son of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Heustess, was born 
Arkansas. He received his education by 
after which he was engaged in farming. 


i i he received basic training 
ne the Army Air Corps May 11, 1942, asl 
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at Chanute Field, Illinois, and Boeing Aircrait, ne qual’ | me 
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ami: a] Zone January 31, 1943, where he 
raska, he was sent to the Panama Canal Zon ‘ ra aa 
edi i i é and the Caribbean Sea. Corporal Heustess 
engaged in antisubmarine patrol an SO ee ee ibbon and Wak 
i Good Conduct Medal and American Detense ™ 1s 
ee ciacharved October 17, 1945, at Sioux SA as a. He and his 
wife, Vera Edna, live in Forrest City with their daughter. 


| Cpl. Mathew L. Heustess, So! 
| March 3, 1909, at Forrest City, 
attending Arkansas State College, 
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JAMES C. BROWN, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Harry Edmond Fondren is the son of Mrs. Garland Conger 
of 302 Short Street, Forrest City, Arkansas. Born at Forrest City on 
April 11, 1914, he completed his education at Forrest City High School. 
Seaman Fondren was engaged in the grocery and trucking business until 
entering service with the Navy April 7, 1944. He served his basic training 
at the Naval Training Station, San Diego, California, and was assigned 
to duty with the Navy Post Office Department. After 19 months of 
service, he was honorably discharged November 24, 1945, at Terminal 
Island, San Pedro, California. He and his wife, Jewell Elizabeth, have two 


children. 


RAYMOND T. BUTLER, JR. 


Ist Lt. Mildred Imogene Butler is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Thornington Butler, Sr., of Madison, Arkansas, where she was born on 
December 28, 1922. She attended St. Katherine’s Hall at Bolivar, Ten- 
nessee; Forrest City High School, and was graduated from the St. 
Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing at Memphis, Tennessee. She did 
private duty and was office nurse for Drs. Grobmyer and Pearce at 
Memphis, Tennessee, before entering the Army Nurse Corps on March 
13, 1944. Lieutenant Butler received her military training at Mitchell 
Field, Hempstead, Long Island, and specialized in the work of an anesthe- 
tist. In July 1944, she was sent to England and remained in the European 
theater for one year. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon, she was released from active 
service at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, April 24, 1946. 












bate. 


Capt. James C. Brown, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Brown, Sr., was borr 
November 4, 1916, at Brinkley, Arkansas. He received his education 

attending Forrest City High School, after which he was engaged in. th 
grocery business. Enlisting in the Field Artillery, April 8, 1941, he 
received basic training at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, later attending 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and specializing in com- 
munications. After serving three years in the United States, he departed 
March 23, 1944, attached to 941st F. A. Bn., landing in England April 4, 
1944, Captain Brown participated in the campaigns through Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Germany. He received among 
other decorations five Battle Stars and the Bronze Star. After serving 
two months with the Army of Occupation, he was honorably discharged 
December 6, 1945. He and his wife, Dale, are the parents of one child. 





HARRY E. FONDREN 


2nd Lt. Raymond Thornington Builer, Jr., son of Raymond T. and Made- 
line Butler of Madison, Arkansas, was born there on January 11, 1919. 
He attended Forrest City High School and was employed as a steel worker 
by the U. S. Elevated Steel Construction Company at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. Lieutenant Butler entered military service June 10, 1941, and 
served his basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. He later attended Demolition, Sabotage, and Parachute Packing 
Schools and became a platoon leader with the parachute troops. He was 
sent to North Africa and took part in the fighting in Sicily and Italy. 
Lieutenant Butler received a battlefield promotion from staff sergeant to 
second lieutenant. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, he was returned to the United States and was honorably discharged 
January 23, 1945, at Foster General Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi. His 
wife is the former Elizabeth Ann Jennelle. | 





MILDRED I. BUTLER 
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——— The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





Lt. Col. Rolfe Chambliss Eldridge, Jr son of Rolf i 
- ¢ ! a e C. and 
rsee pe ees City, was born in that city on Deceenee Te iis. 
; attended the University of Arkansas and received his first military 
raining there. Entering active military service on December 15, 1940, he 
received training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and later attended ‘the 
oe and General Staff School and the Infantry School at Ft. Benning 
eorgia. He arrived with his unit, the 93rd Infantry Division, in the 
South Pacific in January 1944, and during his 23 months overseas took part 
in the fighting in Northern Solomons, Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea 
Southern Philippines and Luzon. Holder of Bronze Star Medal with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Amer- 
ican Defense, American Theater, Victory and Philippine Liberation Ribbons 
with two stars, he served two and one-half months with the Army of Oc- 
cupation in Japan. He was placed on inactive duty April 2, 1946, at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas. He and his wife, Virginia, are the parents of 


ROLFE C. ELDRIDGE, JR. n€ child. 


Capt. John E. Eldridge is the son of Rolfe C. Eldridge and 

Eldridge of Forrest City, Arkansas, where he was ied Saad 
He completed his high school education at Forrest City High School and 
then attended the University of Arkansas and the University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine. He interned at Charity Hospital, Shreveport, Lou- 
isiana, and entered the Army Medical Corps on July 1, 1942. Captain 
Eldridge was sent to the Medical Field Service School at Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania, and became a general medical officer. For one year he 
was attached to the War Department Personnel Center at Ft. Snelling, 
Minnesota, and in September 1942, was sent to the Southwest Pacific 
theater where he served in the Papuan and New Guinea campaigns and 
was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. Overseas more than 28 
months, he was returned to this country in January 1945, and was placed 











on inactive duty on January 3, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


hha 
PAUL R. ELDRIDGE 


Electrician’s Mate 3/c James Earl Bayer is the son of John F. Bayer of 


Hughes, Arkansas, where 
pleting his education at Hughes High School, he engaged in farming and 


operation of coin machines. Entering the Navy on 


trained at Farragut, Idaho, and later was sent to the Basic Engineering 


School and the Advanc 


and was given duty in t 
he saw action in the campaigns which culmina 
nawa. He was honorably discharged March 13, 1946, 
nessee. His wife is the former Miss Fountaine Holland. 





he Pacific in January, 1945. Overseas 13 months, 





JOHN E. ELDRIDGE 


1st Lt. Paul Ritchie Eldridge is the son of Rolfe C. and Corinne R. Eldridge 
of Forrest City, Arkansas. Born there on September 13, 1923, he com- 
pleted his education at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and 
entered the Army Air Forces December 2, 1942. After completing his 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he became an aviation cadet and 
completed his flight training in the Army Air Forces Cadet Training 
program. Commissioned as a pilot, he became a member of the 311th 
Reconnaissance Wing and was sent to South America in March, 1944. After 
three months, he returned to the United States. Holder of the American 
Theater of Operations Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he was placed 
on inactive duty on December 29, 1945, at Denver, Colorado. 


he was born September 17, 1925. After com- 
March 4, 1944, he 
Diesel School. He became a Diesel electrician 


ted in the capture of Oki- 
at Millington, Ten- 





JAMES E. BAYER 





: where he lives with his wife, Hazel. 
FRED B. STOKES 


Lt. Col. Ernest W. Philpot, son of Clarence and Ophelia Philpot of Forrest 
City, Arkansas, was born at Mena, Arkansas, November 13, 1910. He 
attended Forrest City High School and was employed by the United States 
Engineers. He entered service with the National Guard in 1929, and 
entered active military service December 20, 1940. He completed training 
at Camp Robinson, and attended the Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Georgia. 
In August 1941, he was sent with the 153rd Infantry to Seward, Alaska. 
Colonel Philpot attended the North Pacific Combat School and became 
a battalion commander. Overseas more than 51 months, he saw action in 
the Aleutian campaign at Attu and Kiska, and holds the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the American Defense Service Rib- 
bon, the American Theater Ribbon, the Legion of Merit, and the Meritori- 
ous Service Medal. He is now serving with the Transportation Corps at 
Anchorage, Alaska. He and his wife, Carrie Mae, have three children. 





his parents, who live in Forrest City. 


BENJAMIN F. KING, JR. 


T/5 Orland Leon Long, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Long, was born at 
Haynes, Arkansas, September 6, 1925. He received his education by 
attending Forrest City Grammar and High Schools, after which he was 
employed as salesman. Entering the Cavalry November 22, 1943, he 
received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas. Attached to U. S. 3rd 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqdn., he landed in Liverpool, England, July 16, 
1944, and participated in Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. He qualified for marksman with the M-1 
rifle, Thompson sub-machine gun, carbine, and 50-caliber machine gun and 
received the American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, and Victory Ribbon and Good Conduct 
Medal. After serving in the Army of Occupation May 9 to June 10, he was 
honorably discharged at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, November 22, 1945. 
He lives in Forrest City with his wife, Gerry. 
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T/5 Fred B. Stokes, son of Milton and Berta Davidson Stokes, was b 
at Evening Shade, Arkansas, January 10, 1910. He received his educa 
by attending Batesville High School and "Arkansas State College for t 
years. Prior to entering the Army Ordnance December 19, 1942, he was 
employed as drug clerk and filling station operator. Receiving basic 
training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he qualified for general clerk and heavy 
truck driver. After training in the United States he was sent to Europe, 
landing at Oran, North Africa, May 11, 1943. He saw action in the 
campaigns of Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Po Valley, and North Apennines, 
and was twice wounded in action. He was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Marksmanship Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars. 
charged at Camp Chaffee, November 10, 1945, returning to Forrest City, 





Set. Benjamin Franklin King, Jr., son of B. F. and Mattie Mann King, was 
born at Forrest City, Arkansas, December 3, 1923. He graduated from 
Forrest City High School; attended Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Army Specialized Training Program, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. He entered the Anti-aircraft Artillery 
March 13, 1943, receiving basic training at Camp Stewart, Georgia, and 
Camp Carson, Colorado, and qualifying for expert infantryman. After 
receiving basic training, he was transferred to the Infantry and departed ' 
from the United States August 27, 1944, for France. Serving with 414th 
Infantry Regiment, 104th (Timberwolf) Division, Ist Army, on combat 
duty in Holland, Belgium, and Germany, Sergeant King was killed in action 
at Pier, Germany, December 11, 1944. He received the Expert Marksman- 
ship, Expert Infantryman, and Combat Infantryman’s Badges, two Battle 
Stars, and the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. He is survived by 













He was honorably dis- 


ERNEST W. PHILPOT 





ORLAND L. LONG 






. ; F ae 
, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Woody, Sr., was born 
iv ‘orrest City, Arkansas. He Be eee Forrest City 
nentary and High Schools and Davidson College in Davidson, North 
Car lina. _ Entering the Army Air Corps January 5, 1942, he received 

basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, and attended 
W. & B. Flying School, Chickasha, Oklahoma; Majors Army Airfield, 
Greenville, Texas ; and Blackland Army Airfield, Waco, Texas, qualifying 
as photo reconnaissance pilot. After serving in the United States with 
wey, the 9th Air Force, 10th Photo Reconnaissance Group, 31st Photo Recon- 

_ naissance Sqdn., Captain Woody departed March 12, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations. Overseas more than a year, he participated in 
the air offensive of Europe and the campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, and Germany. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal with 11 Oak Leaf Clusters, Silver Star with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and Presidential Unit Citation. He is still in the service and is 
married to the former Miss Martha Carlisle. 
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RUFUS WOODY, JR. 











2nd Lt. Walter Wesley Woody, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Woody, Sr., was 
born July 22, 1923, in Forrest City, Arkansas. He attended Elementary 
land High School in Forrest City and Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Called to active service July 16, 1943, with the Army Air 
‘Corps, Lieutenant Woody received basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, 
and attended the University of Syracuse, New York, qualifying as fighter 
pilot and serving as instructor in dive bombing, rocket firing, etc. He 
attended a special school at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and served in the 
Translation Section of the Air Documents Division. According to last report 
lwe received he was still in the service in the occupation of Germany. His 
‘home is in Forrest City. 





WALTER W. WOODY 


Set. Robert Carroll Woody is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Woody, Sr. 
of Forrest City, Arkansas, where he was born March 16, 1925. Educated 
at Forrest City High School, he enlisted in the Air Corps Reserve March 
8, 1943, and was called to active service July 16, 1943. Sergeant Woody 
served his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and was sent to Southern 
Illinois Normal University at Carbondale, Illinois, for special training. He 
qualified as armorer and gunner, and later became a clerk serving at the 
air base at Greensborough, North Carolina. Honorably discharged at 
Greensborough on February 14, 1946, he has returned to Forrest City. 


ROBERT C. WOODY 


d Woody, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Woody, Sr., was born 
neene>. 1906, in eres City, Arkansas. He attended Klementary 
High School in Forrest City and eee ean mes Se sre Sas ie 
i ine for service January <9, : 
Pee ive a ee el 1945, with the Army Air Corps, and 
t Amarillo, Texas. He attended service schools 
alizing in clerical duties. Private 
d States. His home is in Forrest 


‘called to active duty 
‘received basic training a 
‘at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, speci 
/ Woody is still in the service in the Unite 
| City. | | 
| . - 


JOE B. WOODY 
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JOHN T. PLUMMER 


Ens. Thomas J. Aycock, Jr., son of Elizabeth B. and Thomas J. Aycock, Sr., 
was born October 19, 1924, at Forrest City, Arkansas. Graduating from 
Forrest City High School, he attended Vanderbilt University at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, until entering the Naval Air Corps August 1, 1943. He 
received boot training at Pensacola, Florida. After serving over two 
years in the Naval Air Corps, Ensign Aycock was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, November 13, 1945. 





OLIVER L. ROWLAND, JR. 


Pfc. Ruth Rowland, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver L. Rowland, Sr., 
of Forrest City, Arkansas, was born at Lake Village, Arkansas, December 
23, 1919. She attended Forrest City High School and was a cashier 
until entering the Women’s Army Corps on April 27, 1943. Private Row- 
land served her basic training at Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, and then 
attended the Administrative School at Russellville, Arkansas. She became 
a clerk-typist and was assigned to the Army Air Corps. Private Rowland 
served with the 211th Army Air Force Base Unit at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, for the remainder of her two _and one-half years of military 
service and was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. 
She was honorably discharged at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa, November 17, 1945. 
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Capt. John Thaddeus Plummer, son of Harry Thaddeus and Ruth | 
Plummer, was born July 25, 1917, at Forrest City, Arkansas. He re 
his education by attending Louisiana State University, after which 
was employed in the Land Department of the Carter Oil Co. Enlisting 
the Finance Department, U. 8S. Army, May 20, 1941, he attended Arm 
Finance School and specialized as finance disbursing officer. After servin 
as finance officer three years attached to 314th Bomb. Wing and ¢ 
New Orleans Army Air Base, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theate 
and participated in the campaigns of Eastern Mandated Islands and ai 


Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American Theater 
Ribbon. After serving over 11 months overseas Captain Plummer re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, February | } 
1946. He lives in Forrest City and has one child. 
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THOMAS J. AYCOCK, JR. 


Ist Lt. Oliver Louis Rowland, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver L. 
Rowland, Sr., of Forrest City, Arkansas. Born at Forest, Louisiana, July 
6, 1920, he moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1923 and was educated 
at Forrest City High School. He entered active military service with the 
153rd Infantry of the Arkansas National Guard on December 23, 1940, 
and completed his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He served 
six months with this unit in Alaska and then attended the Infantry 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After receiving his commission, he served 
at Ft. Lawton, Washington, and with the 1st Filipino Infantry until he 
was sent to the Pacific theater in April, 1944. Overseas a total of 19 
months, he took part in the Philippine and New Guinea campaigns and 
won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon. He was released from active service at Camp Beale, California, 
February 4, 1946. 





RUTH ROWLAND 
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Sgt. James Bozeman Swan, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs I B. Swan, S 

of Forrest City, Arkansas, where he was born on August 28, 1917. He 
attended Forrest City, High School and was engaged in farming until 
entering military service December 14, 1942. Assigned to the Medical 








Corps, he served his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and later 
attended the O’Reilly General Hospital Dental School at Springfield, 
Illinois. He became a dental technician and was sent to Europe in May, 
1944. Overseas a total of 19 months, he saw action in the Rhineland, 
Ardennes, Northern France and Central Europe campaigns and won the 
Kuropean Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the Meritorious Service Unit Plaque. 
He was returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at 


. Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 5, 1946. His wife is the former 


Helen Virginia Satterfield. 
JAMES B. SWAN, JR. 





| Field Musician 1/e Robert K. Swan, son of Leta Littlefield and John Boze- 


'/ man Swan, was born September 17, 1925, in Forrest City, Arkansas. He 


| 





| 
| 
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| Sr., was born Steel Bok 
| Forrest City Elementary 
Entering the Navy August 21, 1943, he received 
Lakes Training Station, Illinois, and an ie: 

: folk, Virginia, and Tacoma, Washington. 1 
Fae De Bear! anor and the Pacific fighting zone aboard the U.S.S. 
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i 
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attended Forrest City Grammar and High Schools, afterwards being 
employed by Pigeon-Thomas Company of Memphis, Tennessee, as a welder, 
and by Taylor-Casbeer Company as clothing salesman. Entering the 
Marine Corps February 23, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, where he received marksmanship medals. He served for 26 
months in the United States and for three months overseas at Trinidad, 
Cuba, and Virgin Islands. After being honorably discharged August 1, 
1946, at Cherry Point, North Carolina, he returned to his home in Forrest 
City, Arkansas. 





Millington, Tennessee, January 25, 1946. 


MELVIN B. HAITHCOCK 


é i Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ellis Turley, 
Paps rus ee in Forrest City, Arkansas. He attended 
School and Marks, Mississippi, High School. 
boot training at Great 
vice Schools in Great 
He departed June 11, 


Houston and participated in Marianas eate Me eet 

i f on, Peleliu, Luzon-Manila bay area, 

Mindanao, Leyte, Cebu, Southern Luzon, pie se 

ilippi i rmosa; bombardments of Guam, hota, 

Central Philippines, Nansel, and For . PO ape hente eee 

i -ye Palau Group; action against aircralt, « 

Peleliu, Angaur, and Ngesbus, Pala eA noah 
i i “13 oe seg and was forced to abandon snl} 

operations in the Philippines s ik feeb rere gpceeciaigante 
18 - Formosa. He was then ass 

s struck by the Japanese a ae NE 

ie Ss Siboney. Yeoman Turley returned to the United States May 

7, 1946 and ‘was discharged May 14, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee. 
> > 
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ROBERT K. SWAN 


Pharmacist’s Mate 1/c Melvin B. Haithcock, son of Mrs. Florence Culley, 
was born November 16, 1922, at Little Rock. He received his education 
by attending Walters, Oklahoma, High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as retail salesman. Entering the Navy November 14, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, and attended Hospital Corps School 
and Field Medical School, qualifying for X-ray technician. After com- 
pleting his training at Treasure Island Naval Hospital, he departed from 
the United States April 15, 1944, for Hawaii, and served at Saipan and 
Iwo Jima. He received Letter of Commendation from commanding gen- 
eral, V Amphibious Corps, F.M.F., and Navy Unit Citation. After spend- 
ing one month in Japan with the Army of Occupation, he returned to 
the United States November 14, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 





CHARLES E. TURLEY, JR. 
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Capt. Horace Augustus Harris, son of Albert James Harris of Forrest 
City, Arkansas, was born at Americus, Georgia, September 30, 1916. He 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1934, and graduated from Forrest 
City High School. Entering the military service March 12, 1942, he was 
sent to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, for his basic training and was then 
selected for Officer Candidate School. Captain Harris was commissioned 
in the Corps of Engineers and served two years in this country with the 
166th Engineers. In January 1944, he was sent to the European theater 
and remained overseas 18 months. Participating in the Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns, he won the Bronze 
Star Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. After five months with the Army 
of Occupation in Germany, he was returned to this country and was 
released from active duty January 28, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. He and his wife, Bernadine, have one child. 





HORACE A. HARRIS 


Aviation Metalsmith 1/¢ Thomas Brooks Harris, son of Albert James 
Harris of Forrest City, Arkansas, was born at Americus, Georgia, De- 
cember 8, 1911, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1934. He 
graduated from Lanier High School at Macon, Georgia, and served with 
the 121st Infantry of the National Guard in 1932 and 1933. Entering 
the Navy January 2, 1942, he trained at Norfolk, Virginia, and then 
attended the Metalsmith School and the Aviation Metalsmith School. In 
February 1943, he was assigned to duty aboard the U.S.S. Langley and 
saw service in Argentinian waters and in Newfoundland. He was later 
sent to the Pacific theater and served throughout the battle of the Leyte 
Gulf and the attacks on Formosa. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Stars, the American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, he 
has served a total of 13 months overseas. He was honorably discharged 
at Millington, Tennessee, November 4, 1945. 





THOMAS B. HARRIS 


S/Sgt. Marion Conway Dougherty, son of Alfred Conway Dougherty of 
Forrest City, Arkansas, was born at Helena, Arkansas, June 9, 1920. He 
was educated at Helena High School and Lula Rich High School, and 
entered the Army Air Force March 17, 1941. Sergeant Dougherty was 
sent to the Orlando Army Air Base at Orlando, Florida, to serve his 
basic training period and upon the completion of this training was sent to 
the Aircraft Engine School at Drew Field, Florida. He became an expert 
aircraft technician and a flight engineer and served a total of more than 
four and one-half years with the Air Force. He served with Squadron M 
of the 301st Base Unit until he was honorably discharged at Drew Field, 
Tampa, Florida, October 31, 1945. He and his wife, the former Betty 
Jean Connaway, are the parents of one child. 





MARION C. DOUGHERTY 


Pvt. Riley C. Dillon is the son of Mrs. John B. Dillon of Forrest City, 
Arkansas, where he was born January 19, 1908. He attended Forrest City 
High School, Tupelo Military Institute, and received his LL.B. degree from 
Cumberland University. He was an electrician until entering the military 
service August 18, 1944. Private Dillon served his basic training at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, and became a radio operator with the Armored Forces. 
He served one and one-half years with a range detachment and was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Atterbury, Mary- 
land, February 12, 1946. He and his wife, Lorena, are the parents of 
twin sons. 





RILEY C. DILLON 
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Aviation Radioman 2/c Parham Screeton Johnson, son of Mrs. Evel 
Johnson, was born May 7, 1920, at Cotton Plant, Arkansas. He ited 
his education by attending Little Rock High School, Columbia Military 
Academy, and Subiaco College, graduating May 29, 1938. Enlisting April 
4, 1939, in the Navy, he received boot training at San Diego and later 
attended Radio School at U.S.S. Arrego, San Diego, qualifying for aviation 
radioman. He departed from the United States May 8, 1941, and par- 
ticipated in the defense of Pearl Harbor and the Gilbert, Marshall, Wake, 
and Marcus Island raids. Serving as radioman and gunner with bombing 
Squadron 6, U.S.S. Enterprise, he participated in five major battles, and 
his carrier served as escort to the Hornet in the Tokyo raid. On May 13, 
1942, his plane failed to return to the carrier, and he was presumed dead 
May 14, 1943. He was posthumously awarded Presidential Unit Citation, 
Purple Heart, and Presidential Commemoration Scroll. He is survived by 
his mother. 
PARHAM S. JOHNSON 


Cpl. Harry Gideon Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Russell Edwards, 
/ was born at Helena, Arkansas, September 4, 1920. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Jefferson and Helena High Schools, after which he 
was employed as sheet metal, plumbing, and furnace worker. Entering 
the Infantry January 4, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Barke- 
ley, Texas, and attended Utility Repairman’s and Plumber’s Service 
Schools. Attached to 2nd Bn. Medical Det., 143 Inf., 36th Division, he 
was sent to Europe on September 1, 1944. Corporal Edwards saw action 
in the Rhineland, Central Europe, and Rome-Arno campaigns in which 
his regiment, the 143d Infantry, won a high reputation for combat ef- 
ficiency. Among other decorations he received the Good Conduct Medal, 
European Theater of Operations, and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbons, one Bronze Star, four Battle Stars, and the Medical 
Badge. After spending eight months with the Army of Occupation, he 
returned to the United States January 24, 1946, and was honorably dis- "3. . 
charged January 29, 1946. He lives in Helena. HARRY G. EDWARDS 
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Sgt. George Benjamin Fogg, Jr., son of George Benjamin and Rosa Fay 
Fogg of Forrest City, Arkansas, was born at Widener, Arkansas, December 
20, 1922. He attended Forrest City High School and Hendrix College at 
Conway, before enlisting in the Air Corps Reserve on December 9, 1942. 
He was called into active service on August 19, 1943, and was sent to 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for his basic training. Sergeant Fogg then 
attended Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois, and Selfridge Field, Mich- 
igan, and became a radio direction finder operator. In August, 1944, he 
was sent to Calcutta, India, and remained overseas 18 months. Serving 
with the Army Airways communication system, he won the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, 
the Good Conduct Ribbon, the Victory Ribbon, and the Unit Citation 
Plaque. He was honorably discharged March 6, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 


Arkansas. 





GEORGE B. FOGG, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Vernon Miller Anderson, son of Lora Dolly and Perry Thomas 


f Forrest City, er 1. 3 
Bee. rennessee, and moved with his family to Arkansas In 1925. 
After completing his e _ For 
engaged in farming and worked as a paint : 
March 9, 1944. He served his basic training perl 
| and then was sent to the Landing Craft Schoo 
in the operation of me ae 
gs sent to Pearl Harbor, eptember, Is 7 ae 
five Bere served in that area with the Amphibious Worees- He hee 
| honorably discharged February 9, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. ‘ 
his wife, Dorothy Jeanne, are the parents of two children. 





VERNON M. ANDERSON 
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CLARENCE T. DOSS 


Comdr. Clarence Thomas Doss, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Thomas Doss, 
was born January 15, 19138, at Cotton Plant, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Cotton Plant High School and was afterwards 
engaged in farming. Enlisting in the Navy July 1, 1934, he received basic 
training at Hall’s Military School, Columbia, Missouri, later attending 
Annapolis Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, and specializing in gun- 
nery. Commander Doss served 11 years, spending 22 months out of 
the United States during the war, departing December 15, 1941, on the 
first and fastest convoy of the war from the West Coast to Pearl Harbor. 
He spent five months in the South Pacific and was bombed on several 
occasions. He qualified as expert gunner and received Marksmanship 
Medals and Bronze Star for Naval support of amphibious operations. He 
is married to the former Miss Marion Hawkins and will remain in the 
Navy until retirement. 
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‘training at Santa Ana, 
Sequoya, Colorado, 
alified as bomber 





sd Flying Cross with five Oak Leaf 
‘s, three Bronze Stars, and one Silver Star. 
fter being honorably discharged, he reenlisted in 
the Air Force September 1945, and is now located 
at Long Beach, California, connected with the In- 
telligence and Security Service. 


2.—T/Sgt. Tedrick C. Davis, son of Dr. George C. 
Davis, Sr., was born August 12, 1912, in Ola, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Public School in Ola, Arkansas, 
and Vandolia, Illinois, afterwards being engaged 
in public road construction in Illinois for four 
years and as welder in Evansville, Indiana, ship- 
yards, for two years. Enlisting in the Army Septem- 
ber 23, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Grant, Illinois; Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 
Camp Ellis, Illinois. Attached to the 371st En- 
gineers (Construction), Sergeant Davis departed 
May 13, 1944, for Northern France and the European 
Theater of Operations. Overseas nearly two years, 
he participated in campaigns of Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe and was awarded four 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon, World 
‘War II Victory Ribbon, and Meritorious Unit Com- 
mendation. He was honorably discharged February 
16, 1946. His home is in Gillette, Arkansas. 


3.—S/Segt. Olga John Davis, son of Dr. George C. 
Davis, was born January 25, 1919, in Ola, Arkansas. 
He attended Ola, Gillette, and DeWitt Schools and 
Arkansas State Teachers’ College, here he was a 
premedical student. Enlisting in the Army Air 
Corps February 3, 1942, at Camp Robinson, he re- 
ceived basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Aircraft Mechanics’ School at Chanute 
Field, Illinois. He completed a Turbo Supercharger 
| Course at General Electric Company, Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, and was assigned to the 93rd Bomb. 
Group at Ft. Meyer, Florida, and later sent to Ft. 
| Dix, New Jersey. Departing August 31, 1948, for 
Scotland, he remained overseas for more than two 
and a half years, serving with ground personnel of 
| the 8th Air Force; at Tunisia, North Africa; with 
the Air Service Command; and at the subdepot in 
England. Returning to the United States in July 
1945, he was stationed at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; and Clovis, New 
Mexico, with the 12th Air Force, before being 
honorably discharged September 15, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee. His home is in Gillette, Arkansas. 


4.—Cpl. Austin A. Goodman, son of Mrs. Inez 
| era Goodman, was born March 21, 1921, in Mar- 
vell, Arkansas. He attended Woodruff High School. 
| A member of the National Guard since April 16, 
| 1940, he entered the Anti-aircraft Artillery January 
6, 1941, receiving basic ene at nee Bere era 
and qualifying as rifle marksman. er ser 
the Tinited States with the 206th A.A.A. Regt., 
Corporal Goodman departed February 26, 1942, for 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and was later sent to the 
European Theater of Operations. Overseas for two 
years and nine months, he participated in cam- 
paigns of the Aleutian Islands, Central Europe, pee 
Rhineland, spending five months with the Army 0 
Occupation and being awarded three Bronze Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honor- 
ably discharged September 25, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to West aes 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Johnnie J. 





Le Gosdaiias wan 
ebay Arkansas. He Aviariad Beech’ Crest 
Grammar School and Woodruff a be School in 
West Helena, afterwards being employed by the 
Helena Oil Mill as chemist and by Woodson Labora- 
tories in Memphis. Entering the Navy December 
8, 1942, he transferred to the 5th Marine Division 
and received boot training in San Diego, California. 

















He attended Hospital School at Pensacola, Florida, 


and qualified as laboratory technician. After serving 
for two years in the United States with the Hos- 
pital Corps, Mate Goodman departed in December 
1944, for Iwo Jima, and served overseas for three 
months. He participated in the invasion of Iwo 
Jima and was killed in action March 9, 1945. He 
is survived by his mother, who lives in West Helena, 
Arkansas, and his wife, Corine Hill Goodman. 


6.—Cpl. Norman Hilton Goodman, son of Mrs. Inez 
L. Goodman, was born March 23, 1919, in Marianna, 
Arkansas. He attended Woodruff High School in 
West Helena. Enlisting in the Air Corps February 
2, 1942, he received basic training at Scott Field, 
Illinois, and Keesler Field, Mississippi, serving for 
a year in the United States. Corporal Goodman was 
honorably discharged March 30, 1948, at Scott Field 
and returned to his home in West Helena, Arkansas. 


7.—Fireman 2/c Gilbert T. Hiley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. L. Hiley of Brinkley, Arkansas, was born 
May 24, 1912, at Princeton, Indiana, moving to 
Arkansas in 1930. He graduated from Brinkley High 
School in 1933 and was employed as an electrician 
prior to his enlistment in the Navy in May 1944. 
(Further details regarding the above service record 
were not furnished.) 


8.—Radio Technician Kenneth C. Hiley, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. L. Hiley of Brinkley, Arkansas, was born 
at Princeton, Indiana, April 10, 1921, moving to 
Arkansas in 1930. He graduated from Brinkley 
High School in 1939 and entered the Navy January 
12, 1940. Further details on the above service record 
were not furnished.) 


9.—S/Sgt. Arnold S. Hiley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. L. Hiley of Brinkley, Arkansas, was born at 
Princeton, Indiana, June 2, 1916, moving to Arkansas 
in 1930. He attended the Brinkley High School and 
was a motion picture operator at Dardanelle prior 
to his enlistment in the Army September 3, 1942. 
(Further details on the above service record were 
not furnished.) 


10.—Pfc. Elvis W. Russell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. G. Russell of Helena, Arkansas, was born De- 
cember 23, 1923. He attended the Public Schools at 
Helena, Arkansas, and was inducted into the Army 
in March 1943. (Further details regarding the 
above service record were not furnished.) 


11—Pfc. William E. Seat, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William E. Seat of West Helena, Arkansas, 
was born at Trenton, Tennessee, November 12, 1917, 
and moved to Arkansas in 1930. He attended Wood- 
ruff High School and completed his education at the 
Art Institute, Memphis, Tennessee. Employed as a 
sign painter, he entered the National Guard on 
September 11, 1940, and entered active service with 
Battery G, 206th Coast Artillery of the Arkansas 
National Guard on January 6, 1941. He was trained 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and became a radar operator. 
Overseas a total of almost three years, Private Seat 
has seen action in the Aleutian Islands and in the 
Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns in Europe. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American 
Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the rifle Marksman Badge, he was honorably dis- 
charged July 11, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 


souri. 


12.—-Set. James Kenneth McElduff, son of Mary 
tances and William E. McElduff, was born April 
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na McElduff of Helena, Arkansas, 
ro, Arkansas, on August 11, 1919. 
Helena High School, Hendrix College 
way and was an account with the Arkansas 
ies Company at Helena before entering the 
ary service on June 5, 1941. He served his basic 
training period at March Field, California, and then 
attended Officer Candidate School. After receiving 
his commission, he served with the Army Air Forces 
as a budget and fiscal officer. Lieutenant McElduff 
is a veteran of four and one-half years service with 
the Air Technical Service Command. He holds the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, the Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Rib- 
bon, and the Marksmanship Medal. He was re- 
- leased from active service at Barksdale Field, Lou- 
isiana, January 28, 1946. His wife is the former 
Janet Parmelee. 




















14.—S/Sgt. John I. McElduff, son of William E. 
McElduff of Helena, Arkansas, was born at Moro, 
Arkansas, February 2, 1923. After graduating from 
Helena High School in 1941 he was employed as 
a shipping clerk by the Federal Barge Lines until 
entering the military service on February 15, 1943. 
Assigned to the Air Corps, he received his basic 
training at Clearwater, Florida, and completed 
special training in administration at Edmond, Okla- 
homa. He became expert in the use of the carbine, 
pistol and submachine gun before he was sent to 
Guam in the Marianas Islands in March 1945. Over- 
seas a total of nine months, he took part in the 
Eastern Mandates campaign and the air offensive 
against Japan. Sergeant McElduff was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Decem- 
ber 24, 1945. 


15.—Set. Orman Lee McElduff, son of William Ell 
and Mary Leona McElduff of Helena, Arkansas, 
was born at Moro, Arkansas, October 7, 1910. He 
attended Helena High School and was employed as 
a motion picture projectionist and a switchman 
until entering the Army on December 21, 1942. 
Sergeant McElduff was assigned to the Army 
Service Forces and served his basic training period 
at the New Orleans Staging Area. He then attended 
Marine Radio Operator’s School and became a radio 
operator. A veteran of almost three years of mili- 
tary service, he holds the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, and the Marksmanship 
Medal. He was honorably discharged October 19, 
1945, at Camp Plauche, New Orleans, Louisiana. His 
' wife is Jeffie Mae McElduff. 


16.—Segt. Johnnie Ralph Urton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph L. Urton of Forrest City, Arkansas, was born 
at Hazen, Arkansas, July 23, 1918. After completing 
his education at Carlisle (Arkansas) High School, 
he was employed as a clerk by the Mann Durg 
Store at Carlisle and the Hummel Grocery before 
entering the Army Air Corps on October_5, 1942. 
Sent to the Blytheville (Arkansas) Air Base for 
basic training, he later attended the Air Corps 
Technical School at Keesler Field, Mississipp1, and 
the Air Corps School of Flexible Gunnery at Ft. 
Meyers, Florida. As a member of the 212th Air 
Force Base Unit, Sergeant Urton saw over three 
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Field, 


17.—T/Sgt. Harry Eugene Urton, son of Mr 

ED, ne- ’ . and 
Mrs. Ralph L. Urton, was born April 5, 1920, at 
Carlisle, Arkansas. After graduating from Carlisle 
High School, he attended Ouachita Baptist College 
one year. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps October 
1, 1940, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, specializing in mechanics. After serving 
in the United States attached to 27th Fighter Sqdn., 
1st Fighter Group, he departed June 27, 1941, for 
England.. Sergeant Urton participated in the Tu- 
nisian, air combat over Balkans, Northern France, 
Sicilian, Naples, Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern 
France, German air offensive and Moroccan cam- 
paigns. He was awarded the Bronze Star, Presi- 
dential Citation (3), Good Conduct Medal with Clasp, 
five Overseas Bars, American Defense Ribbon, and 
American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, May 30, 1945, 
returning to Forrest City where he lives with his 
wife, Edna Gail. 


18.—1st Lt. Birkhead Jackson is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles E. Jackson of Hazen, Arkansas, where 
he was born August 31, 1918. He was educated at 
the Hazen High School and the University of Arkan- 
sas before entering the military service on January 
6, 1941. Assigned to the Field Artillery, he was sent 
to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, for his basic training and later 
attended Officer Candidate School there. Commis- 
sioned as an artillery officer, Lieutenant Jackson 
completed the Officer’s Survey Course and became 
an artillery air observor. Arriving with his unit, the 
372nd Field Artillery of the 99th Division in the 
European theater in September 1944, he saw action 
in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns during his 13 months overseas. Holder of 
the Purple Heart, the Air Medal with seven Oak 
Leaf Clusters and the Expert’s Medal for the rifle, 
carbine and pistol, he spent three months with the 
Army of Occupation and was placed on _ inactive 
duty on February 8, 1946, at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. 
He and his wife, Marjorie Jane, are the parents of 
one child. 


19.—Pvt. Herbert Frederick James, son of Ruth A. 
and Frederick H. James, was born December 19, 
1919, in Hazen, Arkansas, later moving to California. 
He attended Joint Union High School and Junior 
College in Reedley, California. Enlisting in the Air 
Corps November 1, 1940, he received basic training 
at March Field, California, and attended Service 
School at Albuquerque, New Mexico, qualifying as 
aerial photographer. After_serving for nearly a 
year in the United States, Private James departed 
in October 1941, for Clark Field in the Philippines. 
He participated in the battle of Corregidor and was 
listed by the War Department as missing In action 
May 7, 1942. He died in a Japanese prison camp 
July 2, 1942. He is survived by his parents and his 
aunt, Mrs. Ralph Urton. 


20.—Capt. Richard Lewis Urton, son of Rose Ethel 
and Ralph Lewis Urton, was born September 15, 
1915, in Carlisle, Arkansas. He attended Carlisle 
High School, Ouachita College, and State Teachers 
College at Conway. Entering. the Infantry June 3, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, and attended Service School at Ft. Ben- 
ning, Georgia. He served for two and a half years 
in the United States with the 103rd Division, 411th 
Infantry, before departing October 5, 1944, for 
Marseilles, France. Overseas for a year and a 
half, he participated in the Central Germany cam- 
paign and the Rhineland crossing, spending two 
months with the Army of Occupation. He lives in 
Dardanelle, Arkansas, with his wife, the former 
Mary Elizabeth Ragiland. 
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5, at Barksd , Louisiana. . 
Ruth, are the parents of one child. _ 











The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Lt. Thomas B. Fitzhugh, son of Mrs. Laura Davis Fitzhugh and 
the late Rufus King Fitzhugh, was born February 10, 1908, at 
Augusta, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Francis W. Parker School, Chicago, Illinois, and Washington 
and Lee University (LL.B. degree 1931), after which he was 
engaged as an attorney. Entering the Navy October 15, 1943, 
at Tucson, Arizona, he attended Navy Indoctrination School at 
Tucson and Gunnery School at Gulfport, Mississippi, qualifying 
in gunnery and communications. After serving eight months in 
the United States, he departed May 29, 1944, for the Central 
Pacific. He was in the battles off Saipan and Okinawa, and 
served on the S.S. Rutland Victory and the S.S. Yugoslavia 
Victory as commanding officer of the naval unit. He also served 
on the S.S. Typhoon, a Navy chartered troop transport, as 
executive officer and senior gunnery officer. Lieutenant Fitz- 
hugh was awarded the American Defense, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter, and Okinawa Campaign Ribbons. He was honorably dis- 
charged at New Orleans November 7, 1945. He and his wife, 





THOMAS B. FITZHUGH 


Maj. Davis Fitzhugh, son of Mrs. Laura Davis Fitzhugh and the 
late Rufus King Fitzhugh, was born August 31, 1906, at Augusta, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending Francis W. 
Parker School, Chicago, Illinois; University of Arkansas, and 
Washington and Lee University (B.A. degree 1928), after which 
he was engaged as newspaper publisher, mayor of Augusta, and 
farm manager. Entering the Infantry August 6, 1942, at Camp 
Robinson, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, 
and later attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning; 
Provost Marshal School at Ft. Custer, and Military Government 
School at Northwestern University, qualifying for military 
government officer. He received Marksmanship Medals for his 
proficiency in the use of the M-1 rifle, carbine, machine gun, and 
pistol. After serving 22 months in the United States, he de- 
parted June 6, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. 
Major Fitzhugh participated in the campaigns of Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Germany, and British 
Netherlands. He served with the 7th Armored Division through- 
out its entire campaign, as military government officer with 
Combat Command A, and as G-5 in division headquarters. He 
received the Bronze Star and Medal of Verdun. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks December 12, 1945. He 
lives in Augusta, Arkansas, with his wife, Dorothy. 
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Miriam, live in Little Rock with their children. 





DAVIS FITZHUGH 
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ROBERT L. FORE 


Ist Lt. Henry Newton Schwendimann, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. 
Schwendimann, was born March 16, 1917, at Wilmot, Arkansas. He 
attended Wilmot Grammar and High School, afterwards being employed 
as a clerk. After serving in the Marine Corps from 1935 to 1939, he 
enlisted again December 16, 1941. He received preliminary flight training 
ab Parris Island, South Carolina, and qualified as pilot. He departed from 
the United States on February 29, 1944, for a year’s overseas service in 
the Marshall Islands. Lieutenant Schwendimann was awarded the Air 
Medal, and he plans to remain in service. 





HENRY N. SCHWENDIMANN 





Pvt. James David Fore, son of Mrs. Rosa L. Fore of McCrory, Arkansas, 
| was born at Wilburton, Oklahoma, on May 18, 1914, and moved to Arkansas 
with his family in 1928. After graduating from McCrory High School he 
| was manager of Fore Brothers Service Station at McCrory until entering 
| the Army on April 29, 1942. Private Fore received his Signal Corps basic 

training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and was assigned to the 674th Signal 
| Company. He served in this country until being sent to Efate Island in 


the Pacific area in August, 1942. He served on Efate and Esperita Islands 
for 10 months and then was returned to this country where he was honor- 
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ably discharged at Temple, Texas. He is the holder of the Asiatic-Paficic 
JAMES D. FORE 





Theater Ribbon. 


Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Ralph Beal Fore, son of Mrs. Rosa L. Fore, and 
the late P. J. Fore of McCrory, Arkansas, was born at Hollywood, Mis- 
sissippi, on December 31, 1906, and moved to Arkansas in 1928. Educated 
at Sunflower Junior College at Moorehead, Mississippi, he was employed as 
a druggist for 14 years at the Porter Best Drug Store in McCrory. Chief 
Fore entered the Navy on February 13, 1942, and trained at San Diego, 
California. In November 1942, he was sent to the Pacific and took part 
in almost all major engagements in the Southwest Pacific during his three 
years overseas. He saw action at Guadalcanal, New Georgia, Bougainville, 
the Marianas Islands, the Philippine Islands and Borneo, and was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 11 Battle Stars, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, October 


12, 1945. 





RALPH B. FORE 
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Sgt. Halvor B. Svendsen was born September 13, 1918, at Charleston, 
South Carolina, moving to Arkansas June 26, 1945. After graduating 
from Nazareth, North Carolina, High School in 1938, he was engaged 
in the plumbing and heating business until entering the Corps of E 
gineers March 23, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, 
and later attended International Morse Code and Procedure School at Camp 
Beauregard, Louisiana, qualifying for general administrative clerk and 
communications officer. After training in the United States, he was sent 
to Bombay, India, September 7, 1943, attached to 75th Engr. (L. Pon.) 
Co. He participated in the India-Burma campaigns and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, American Defense 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, 
and Sharpshooter’s Medal. Sergeant Svendsen was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks November 26, 1945, returning to Cotton Plant, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Ethel Louise. ' 








HALVOR B. SVENDSEN 


Seaman 1/c Glenn A. Garrett, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Lindsey Gar- 
rett, was born March 16, 1926, at Mill Springs, North Carolina, moving 
to Arkansas in 1930. He received his education by attending Cotton Plant 
Public School, after which he was engaged in farming. Entering the Navy 
July 2, 19483, he received boot training at Naval Training Station, San 
Diego, qualifying for radioman. After serving three months in the United 
States, he departed September 11, 1943, aboard the U.S.S. North Carolina 
for the Asiatic-Pacific area, participating in 15 engagements. Seaman 
Garrett served overseas two years and was awarded American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 11 Stars, Philippine Libera- 
tion with one Star, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He received an 
honorable discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, December 5, 1945. 





GLENN A. GARRETT 


lst Lt. Grover J. Butler, son of Mrs. Jim B. Butler, was born June 27, 
1915, at Swifton, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Cotton 
Plant High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. He was after- 
wards employed as civil and construction engineer and public accountant. 
A member of the National Guard since 1935, he entered the Infantry De- 
cember 23, 1940, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson. He attended 
Chemical Warfare School at Edgewood, Maryland, qualifying for Infantry ‘ 
platoon and company commander. After serving one year attached to | 
153rd Infantry, he departed from the United States August 28, 1941, for ' 
Alaska, and was later sent to Europe. He participated in the Aleutian, 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe 
campaigns. Lieutenant Butler received six wounds in action and was 
awarded the Purple Heart with five Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star Medal, 
and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, March 26, 1946. 





GROVER J. BUTLER 


Sgt. Lewis Gray Butler, son of Mrs. Jim Butler, was born January 21, 
1922, at Grays, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Cotton 
Plant High School, afterwards enlisting in the Infantry November 2, 1940. 
He received basic training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for clerk-typist. 
After serving in the United States attached to 153rd Infantry, he de- 
parted August 28, 1941, for the Aleutian Islands and was later sent to 
the European theater. Sergeant Butler participated in the campaigns of 
the Aleutians, Northern France, and Rhineland with the 44th Infantry 
Division, 71st Regt. He qualified for expert rifleman and sharpshooter. 
He was awarded two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, October 
24, 1945. 





LEWIS G. BUTLER 
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HERSHEL P. THOMA 
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Ist Lt. Hershel Pete Thoma, son of Mr. and Mrs. Pete John Thoma, was 


born July 27, 1919, in Augusta, Arkansas. He graduated from Au 
é ’ , e , . 2 
High School, afterwards being employed as a marine worker. paterine 


the Air Corps June 20, 1941, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 


California, and attended Parachute Infantry School and Navigators’ 
School, qualifying as navigator and marksman with rifle, pistol, sub- 
machine gun, and mortar. He served for more than two years with training 
units in the United States and departed September 28, 1943, for the South 
Pacific with the 5th Air Force. Overseas for a year and four months, 
he participated in the campaigns of New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, 
and the Western Pacific and was awarded the Air Medal with two Oak 
Leaf Clusters. After being honorably discharged October 12, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in Augusta, Arkansas. 


Sgt. Arthur G. Porter, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Porter of Augusta, 


| Arkansas, was born May 20, 1918. He attended Augusta schools and 


| his education by attendi 
the Pennsylvania Railroa rv 
Artillery February 19, 1941, he received basic training ory, Vil 
ginia, later attending Naval Gunnery School at Honolulu, Hawaii, where 
he qualified for heavy machine gunner. Departing from the United mle try 
January 22, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, he participated in the 
Gilbert Island campaigns. He was aw 
the Pre-Pearl Harbor, Asiatic-Pacific, 
bons. Corporal Ferris was hono rged a 
tary Reservation, Pennsylvania, November 25, 1945. 
Arkansas, with his wife, Ollie. 








graduated from Augusta Laura Conner School. He also attended Arkansas 
Polytechnic College, Russellville, Arkansas. Sergeant Porter was employed 
in Augusta before entering the service. He entered the 9th Air Force and 
received his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He was then 
transferred to Denver, Colorado, then Key Field, Mississippi. He was 
found to be good in athletics so was sent to Miami, Florida to N.C.O. 
School. Upon completing his course there he served in South Carolina and 
was then sent to a port of embarkation in New York. His wife is Katheryn 
Porter of Augusta. No further information regarding his service record 





was furnished. 


Mec 


LEWIS E. CANDLISH 


Cpl. George Ferris, son of Mrs. Anna Ferris, was born December 5, 1918, 


at Lawrence, Massachusetts, moving to Arkansas in 1948. He received 
ng Aliquippa High School and was employed by 
d Co. before entering service. Enlisting in the 








ARTHUR G. PORTER 


T/5 Lewis E. Candlish, son of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Candlish of Augusta, 
Arkansas, was born at McCrory, Arkansas, May 11, 1910. He attended 
Augusta High School and entered the Army on April 17, 1944. He served 
his basic training period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and also attended 
the Ordnance Parts Clerical School at Toledo, Ohio. Corporal Candlish 
became a parts clerk and served with the 384th Ordnance Tank Mainte- 
nance Company. After 18 months of military service, during which he won 
the Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Ord, California, on October 10, 1945. He and his wife are 
the parents of two children. 


at Ft. Story, Vir- 


arded the Good Conduct Medal and 
American Theater and Victory Rib- 
rably discharged at Indiantown Gap Mili- 
He lives in Patterson, 





GEORGE FERRIS 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Ist Lt. Harold H. Callahan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Minor L. Callahan, was 
born August 9, 1919, at Portia, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Walnut Ridge High School, University of Arkansas, and Arkan- 
sas State College. A member of the National Guard since January 6, 1941, 
he entered the Army and received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, later 
attending Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North Carolina, and 
Ordnance School at Aberdeen, Maryland, where he qualified for Anti- 
aircraft Artillery instructor. After training seven months, he departed 
from the United States August 10, 1941, attached to 206th C. A. Anti- 
aircraft, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and left Dutch Harbor for New 
Guinea October 19, 1944. Lieutenant Callahan participated in the cam- 
paigns of the Aleutian Islands; New Guinea; Leyte, P. L.; Luzon, and 
Philippine Liberation. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Returning 
to the United States July 22, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, November 22, 1945. He and his wife, Cynthia, and child, live 
in Patterson, Arkansas. 










HAROLD H. CALLAHAN 


Lt. Fred Hadley Hamilton, son of F. H. Hamilton of J onesboro, Arkansas, 
was born June 28, 1913. He attended Jonesboro Schools and Washington 
and Lee University. He managed and owned part interest in Home Ice 
Company. Lieutenant Hamilton entered the Navy February 11, 1943. 
His wife and child live in McCrory, Arkansas. No details regarding his 


service record were furnished. 





FRED H. HAMILTON 


2nd Lt. Alton Lee Cooper is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Kelley Cooper 
of Searcy, Arkansas, where he was born January 26, 1919. He attended 
Searcy High School and was connected with the Standard Oil Co. of Lou- 
isiana at Searcy and Jonesboro, Arkansas, until entering the Marine Corps 
December 2, 1942. Lieutenant Cooper completed his boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, and attended the Clerical School and the Artillery 
School. He served as a personnel clerk, first sergeant, and later as a for- 
ward observer for Howitzer batteries. After one year in this country with 
headquarters of the Marine Corps Personnel Department, he was sent to 
Hawaii in January 1944, and remained overseas for 22 months. Lieutenant 
Cooper saw action in the fighting on Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Presidential 
Unit Citation, a letter of commendation, and the American Defense Service 
Ribbon for service with the National Guard in 1937 and 1988. He was 
placed on inactive duty February 11, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. His 
wife is the former Vyvian Marie Matthews. 











PETER J. FORE 





Pfc. Peter Jordan Fore was the son of Mrs. Rosa Lewis Fore and the late 
P. J. Fore of McCrory, Arkansas. Born at Hollywood, Mississippi, January 
19, 1906, he attended the Clarksdale, Mississippi High School and moved 
to Arkansas in 1928. Employed at Fore Brothers’ Service Station, he 
entered the Army November 27, 1942, and served his basic training at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. Private Fore later attended Radio School at Camp 
Gordon, Georgia. In September 1944, he was sent to the European Theater 
with his unit, the 90th Cavalry Sqdn. of the 10th Armored Division. This 
gallant soldier served as liaison agent to a combat command until he was 
killed in action on November 24, 1944. He was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star Medal for his faithful and untiring 
devotion to duty. He is survived by his wife, the former Eloise Raymond, 
and their son. 
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| Lieutenant Walker served for three years with the Air Force in the United 
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BWM Set. Turner E. Tayl , : 

_ Sgt. Tur - Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Taylor of McCro . 
sas, was born January 11, 1919, at Grays, Kee He heeded the 
McCrory Schools, Arkansas State Teachers’ College at Conway, Draughon’s 
Business College at Memphis, Tennessee, and Erskine College, Due West 
South Carolina. Sergeant Taylor was assistant manager of Wacker’s Five 
and Ten Cent Store at Kilgore, Texas, and assistant manager of the Arkan- 
sas Central Leader newspaper until entering military service July 15, 1942. 
He served his basic training at Camp Livingston, Louisiana, and then was 
sent to the Quartermaster School at Camp Lee, Virginia, where he became 
an administrative non-commissioned officer. He is a veteran of 42 months 
of military service and has served with the Quartermaster Corps, Military 
Police, Air Corps, Army Ground Forces, and the Army Service Forces. 
Sergeant Taylor holds the Expert Medal for carbine, rifle and sub-machine 
gun, and Marksman Medal for 30 and 50-caliber machine guns and pistol. 
He was honorably discharged on January 29, 1946, at Camp Beale, Cali- 


TURNER E. TAYLOR fornia. 


S/Sgt. William G. Taylor, son of Velma and Edd Taylor of McCrory, 
Arkansas, was born at Tupelo, Arkansas, January 2, 1916. He attended 
the McCrory High School, Arkansas State Teachers’ College at Conway, 
and was manager of the G. F. Wacker Variety Store at Gladewater, Texas, 
and a salesman for the Beech Nut Packing Company of Canojoharie, New 
York, until entering military service on October 23, 1942. He was assigned 
to the Army Air Corps and sent to Foster Field, Texas, to serve his basic 
training period. Sergeant Taylor later attended the 8th Service Command 
School of Intelligence at Dallas, Texas, and became a chief clerk and in- 
telligence investigator for Air Corps units. He was in charge of all per- 
sonnel files at a base intelligence office and chief investigator. A veteran 
of three years and three months of military service, he was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Douglas, Utah, January 27, 1946. 


WILLIAM G. TAYLOR 


Chief Radio Operator Jules H. Walker, son of Johnnie and E. S. Walker, 
was born July 3, 1926, in McCrory, Arkansas. He attended McCrory 
School, afterwards being employed as clerk in a feed store. Entering the 
Maritime Service October 27, 1944, he received basic trainingsat U.S: 
Maritime School, Catalina Island, California, and attended U. S. Maritime 
Radio School at Galleys Island, Boston, Massachusetts. He departed in 
June 1945, for South America, Africa, Italy, and France. He was awarded 
Atlantic War Zone Bar and Mediterranean-Middle Eastern War Zone Bar 
and is still in service in foreign waters. His home is in McCrory. 





JULES H. WALKER 


1st Lt. Vhomas Elvis Walker, son of Johnnie and Ewing Samuel Walker, 
was born December 16, 1922, in McCrory, Arkansas. He attended McCrory 
High and Draughon’s School of Business, later being engaged as a civil 
service employee in the Air Service Command. _Entering the Army Air 
Force November 4, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard eae 
Texas, and attended Pilot Schools at Ryan Field, Tucson, Arizona, anc 
Williams Fields, Chandler, Arizona, qualifying as_ pilot, single engine. 
States and was honorably discharged December 28, 1945, at March Field, 
California. He lives in McCrory. 





THOMAS E. WALKER 
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LESLIE W. STURDIVANT 


2nd Lt. Chloe Keyes Sturdivant, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leslhe Sturdi- 
vant, was born July 29, 1922, in McCrory, Arkansas. She attended McCrory 
High School and graduated from the Baptist State Hospital School of 
Nursing in Little Rock in 1943. Entering the Army Nurse Corps March 1, 
1945, she received basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, 
qualifying as anesthetist. Lieutenant Sturdivant served for a year at 
Bruns General Hospital, Santa Fe, New Mexico, and was honorably dis- 
charged February 23, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston. She is married to Capt. 


Vincent Rogers Faulds. 





MURRAY BEST 


Warrant Officer Crosseh Mitchell Best, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Best of 
McCrory, Arkansas, was born March 23, 1912. He received his education 
in the McCrory Public Schools, Arkansas Tech and University of Alabama. 
He taught school and was football coach before entering the service. 
Warrant Officer Best entered the Army Signal Corps April 29, 1942. No 
further details regarding the service record of Officer Best were furnished. 









T/4 Leslie Walton Sturdivant son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Ww. Sturdi vant 
was born February 4, 1924, in Memphis, Tennessee, later moving to Arkan- 
sas. He graduated from McCrory High School in 1941 and attended Arkan- 
sas State College at Jonesboro. Entering the Air Force and Signal Corps 
December 10, 1942, he received basic training at San Antonio, Texas, and 
attended Radio School at Truax Field, Madison, Wisconsin, qualifying 
as cryptographic technician. He served for a year in the United States 
with the 873rd Signal Co. Dep. (Avn.), before departing April 22, 1944, 
for Guadalcanal. Overseas for a year and nine months, he participated 
in the campaign of New Guinea and spent two and a half months with the 
Army of Occupation. After being honorably discharged February 5, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in McCrory, Arkansas. 


e * 


CHLOE K. STURDIVANT 





Pfc. Murray Best, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Best of McCrory, Arkansas, 
was born September 18, 1915. He attended McCrory Public Schools and 
worked in a wholesale drug company later. Private Best entered the 
Army April 1, 1941. No further information regarding the service record 
of Private Best was furnished. 





CROSSEH M. BEST 
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Paes t 
ph E. Thomson, son of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Thomson, was 
born | iber 27, 1912, in Humboldt, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 
November 1938. He attended Humboldt High School, afterwards being 
employed asa radio technician. Entering the Signal Corps October 2, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and attended Service 
Schools, qualifying as radio repairman (fixed station), and receiving 
Sharpshooter’s Medal. After eight months’ service in the United States 
in Replacement Training Center and Pools, he departed June 16, 1944, for 
Liverpool, England, and remained overseas for a year and nine months. 
He attended Service School at Shrivenham, England, and spent nine months 
with the Army of Occupation. He aided in constructing, maintaining, and 
operating SHAEF studios in Paris and made several trips to front line 
areas for recordings. On several occasions he made recordings of notable 
persons, including Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower. Sergeant Thomson was 
honorably discharged April 1946, at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, and returned 





JOSEPH E. THOMSON 


Ist Lt. Fletcher Long, son of Dr. and Mrs. D. C. Long, was born October 
29, 1915, in Augusta, Arkansas. He attended Laura Conner High School, 
University of Arkansas, and the University of Arkansas Law School, after- 
wards being engaged in the practice of law in Augusta. Entering the 


| Marine Corps in October 1942, he attended Officer Candidate School and 








- Reserve Officers’ School in Quantico, Virginia, qualifying as Infantry troop 


leader and receiving Sharpshooter’s Medal. Lieutenant Long served for a 
year in the United States with 4th Marine Division, before departing Janu- 
ary 13, 1944, for the Marshall Islands. Overseas for a year and 10 months, 
he participated in campaigns of Kwajalein Atoll, Saipan, and Iwo Jima, 
being wounded at Saipan and at Iwo Jima. He was awarded Presidential 
Unit Citation, Secretary of Navy Unit Commendation, Purple Heart, Gold 
Star in lieu of second Purple Heart, and one Silver Star. After being honor- 
ably discharged February 17, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned 
to Forrest City, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Peggy, and 
their son. 


Service Cross. He is still in the service. 





JACK SWAIM 


: w W. Crabtree, son of Mrs. Minnie Paratine Crabtree, was 
es Oe ee September 29, 1912. He received his neuen 
by attending Bradley High School, after which he was employed as ee 
store clerk and farmer. Entering the Infantry February 25, 1942, he 
received basic training at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina, qualifying i ber 
pert infantry rifleman. Attached to Ath Infantry Division, pea nae 
tree departed from the United States January 18, 1944, pe ng eat 
participating in the invasion of Normandy, battle of Cherbourg beer 
and the capture of Cherbourg. He signee HA aa reset ae 

’s Badge, one Bronze Star, an itation. Re- 
eae ue Gaited tates October 13, 1945, he was honorably painter 
at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, November 18, 1945. He lives in Bradley, Arkansas. 
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to his home in Lee County where he lives with his wife, Virginia. 





FLETCHER LONG 


Capt. Jack Swaim, son of Mr. and Mrs. Neville Preston Swaim, was born 
February 29, 1920, in Helena, Arkansas. He attended Helena High School 
and Ouachita College at Arkadelphia, afterwards being employed as a 
chemist in Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the Infantry March 2, 1942, 
he attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as 
unit commander, instructor tactics. He departed in September 1942, with 
the 169th Infantry, 43rd Division, for the Sou 
Operations, and remained overseas for more than two years. Captain 
Swaim participated in campaigns of the Southern Solomons, Northern 
Solomons, and New Guinea and was awarded Combat Infantry Badge, 
three Battle Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Distinguished 


thwest Pacific Theater of 





WOODROW W. CRABTREE 


by attending Forrest City High School, after which 
she was employed as a clerk. Enlisting in 2nd Air 
Corps, WAC, she received basic training at Ft. Ogle- 
thorpe, Georgia, WAC Training Center, qualifying 
for clerk. Sergeant Nolan received the American 
Theater, World War II Victory, and Army Com- 
mendation Ribbons, and the Good Conduct Medal. 
She was honorably discharged December 18, 1945, 
and lives in Forrest City. 


2.—Ens. John Charles Volentine, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. K. Volentine, was born at Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, March 2, 1917. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Charleston High School and Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, after which he was emloyed 
as accountant in Census Bureau, Washington, D. C. 
Enlisting in communications branch of the Navy 
September 22, 1944, he received boot training at 
Hollywood, Florida, and later attended Service 
School at Harvard University where he qualified 
for communications officer. After serving in the 
United States 11 months, he was sent to the Canal 
Zone, arriving in Balboa, Panama, Setember 3, 1944, 
for three months’ service. Ensign Volentine was 
honorably discharged at Washington, D. C., No- 
vember 27, 1945. He and his wife, Mildred, live in 
Forrest City with their children. 


3.—S/Sgt. Richmon Woodrow Walden, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Henry Walden, was born October 
1, 1918, at DeView, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Griffithville Public School, 
after which he was engaged in farming. Enlisting 
in the Infantry Setember 30, 1940, he received basic 
training at Ft. Ord, California, and later by attend- 
ing Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualified for cook. 
He departed from the United States October 17, 
1944, for the European theater, landing near Glas- 
gow, Scotland. and serving on the continent in the 
Rhineland, Central Europe, and Ardennes campaigns. 
After spending 30 days with the Army of Occupa- 
tion, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, September 23, 1945. He and his wife, Sylvia 
Mae, live in Augusta, Arkansas, with their child. 


4.—I1st/Segt. Rossie E. Nolan is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. T. Nolan of Forrest City, Arkansas, 
where she was born March 23, 1911. She attended 
Forrest City High School and Jones Business School 
and was employed as a stenographer until entering 
military service on September 4, 1942. Sergeant 
Nolan completed her basic training at the WAC 
Training Center, Ft. DesMoines, Iowa. Later she 
attended the Motor Transportation School and was 
assigned to the Transportation Corps of the Army. 
Holder of the American Theater Ribbon, the Good 
Conduct Medal, the Victory Ribbon, and the Army 
Commendation Ribbon, she is a veteran of more 
than three and a half years of military service. 
Sergeant Nolan has re-enlisted in the Women’s 
Army Corps at Ft. Mason, California. 


5.—Pfe. Luther Edward Guynes, son of Mrs. Abbie 
Guynes Davidson, was born November 22, 1913, in 
Cross County, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Searcy Public Schools, after which 
he was employed as mechanic. Entering the Army 
Ordnance Department October 15, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, and later 
attended Service School at Aberdeen, Maryland, 
qualifying for mechanic and gunner. After com- 
pleting his training in the United States, he de- 
parted April 1, 1945, for Pearl Harbor. Private 
Guynes received the Good Conduct Medal and is still 
in the service. His wife, Thelma Katy Guynes, lives 
in Augusta, Arkansas. 


6.—S/Segt. Billy Bryan Myers, son of Mary Louise 
and William A. Myers, was born March 29, 1920, at 
McCrory, Arkansas. He received his education by 


Keesler Field, Mississippi, and at 
Gunner and Anti-aircraft Gunnery Schools 
ver, Colorado; Las Vegas, Nevada; Tucson, Ariz 
Saline, California; Blythe, California, and Linc 
Nebraska. He received his wings and rank 

finishing gunnery school at Las Vegas. After 11 
months’ training, he departed from the United 
States August 31, 1948, for the European theater 
and was reported missing in action over Norway 
November 18, 1943. He was officially declared — 
dead August 20, 1945. Sergeant Myers was post- 

humously awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart. — 
He is survived by his parents, who live in McCrory. 


7.—Pfe. Morris G. Cobb, son of Eula Mae Callahan — 


of Augusta, Arkansas, was born at McCrory, Arkan- 


sas, July 14, 1918. Educated in the Augusta schools, _ 


he entered military service on September 1, 1942. 
He received his basic training at Tacoa, Georgia, 
and Camp Butner, North Carolina, and was sent 
to the Pacific theater in April 1943. Overseas 31 
months, he served with the famous 25th Infantry 
Division in the Northern Solomons campaign. He 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, the Good Conduct Medal 
and the American Theater Ribbon, as well as the 
Victory Ribbon. He was returned to the United 
States and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, December 9, 1945. 


8.—Cpl. James Lambert Nolan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. T. Nolan, was born at Forrest City, Arkansas, 
May 16, 1921. He received his education by at- 
tending Forrest City High School, after which 
he was engaged in farming. He entered the Army 
Signal Corps January 9, 1942, receiving basic train- 
ing at Tallahassee, Florida, where he specialized in 
telephone and telegraph service. After training one 
year and three months, Corporal Nolan was sent to 
North Africa May 13, 1943, landing in Casablanca 
May 20, 1943. He participated in the North African 
campaign and, after serving 29 months overseas, 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
Corporal Nolan was honorably discharged at Ken- 
nedy Hospital, Memphis, November 30, 1945. He 
lives in Forrest City with his wife, Inez. 


9.—Cpl. Arthur Paul Dabbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Paul Dabbs, Sr., was born at Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, December 31, 1918. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Valley View High School at 
Jonesboro, after which he was employed by South- 
western Bell Telephone Company and as service 
station operator at Wynne, Arkansas. Entering the 
Army Air Forces October 23, 1942, he received basic 
training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attend- 
ing Service Schools at Keesler Field and Lockheed- 
Vega Aircraft Plant, Burbank, California, where he 
qualified for B-17 engineer and aircraft mechanic. 
He served one year with the 12th Heavy Bomb 
Group, and was honorably discharged at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, October 19, 1943, returning to Wynne, 
where he lives with his wife, Zelma. 


10.—Cpl. Avery T. Ellis, son of Mrs. Lillian Ellis 
of 403 West Union Street, Wynne, Arkansas, was 
born June 13, 1920, in Colt, Arkansas. He attended 
Wynne Public Schools and was employed by Missouri 
Pacific Railroad. He entered the Army Air Corps 
May 5, 1942, and received his basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. No further informa- 
tion regarding the service record of Corporal Ellis 
was furnished. 


11.—Coxswain James Thomas Quinn, son of Mrs. 
James H. Quinn of 201 Gum Street, North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, was born at McCrory, Arkansas, 
June 19, 1926. He was educated at McCrory High 
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School and entered the Rar on July 19, 194: 

completing his basic training at San Diego, C 
nia, he was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in October 
1943. Overseas a_total of more than two years, 
he served in the Hawaiian Islands and on Midway 
Island. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, the American Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon, he was returned to the United States in 
October 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, March 12, 1946. 


12.—S/Sgt. Albert P. Taylor, son of William H. and 
Hattie E. Taylor, was born April 20, 1911, in Ala- 
bama, moving to Arkansas in 1917. He received 
his education by attending the Pumpkin Bend High 
School near McCrory, Arkansas. Entering the In- 
fantry June 5, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama, qualifying for mortarman 
and as infantry marksman with rifle and sharp- 
shooter with pistol. After serving two years in the 
United States, he departed July 2, 1944, attached 
to 81st Division, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
where he was in action against the enemy on the 
Palau and Philippine Islands. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars and one Arrowhead and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Star. After serving three months 
with the Army of Occupation, he was honorably 
discharged January 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


13.—S/Sgt. Kenneth A. Marx, son of George J. 
and Mabel Vera Marx, was born December 30, 1914, 
at Sparta, Wisconsin. He received his education by 
attending Sparta High School and Hartford High 
School. Entering the Infantry May 14, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California. 
After serving three years, Sergeant Marx was sent 
to the European Theater of Operations in July 1944, 
and was killed in action in Western Germany De- 
cember 11, 1944. He is survived by his wife, Nancy 
Margarec Marx, and daughter, Nancy Carolyn, of 
McCrory, Arkansas, in addition to his parents. 


14.—Cpl. Frank Edwin Head, son of Mrs. Lottie 
Maude Head, was born in April 1923, at Wynne, 
Arkansas. He attended Wynne High School, after 
which he was employed as service station attendant 
and salesman. Entering the Field Artillery April 
14, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, and qualified as truck driver, cook, can- 
noneer, and carbine sharpshooter. After training 
in the United States 11 months, he departed January 
10, 1945, for the European theater and was attached 
to the 28th Division during the Battle of the Ruhr 
Pocket and Hurtgen Forest, Germany. Corporal 
Head was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, American Defense Ribbon, and Army 
of Occupation Medal. After serving 10 months with 
the Army of Occupation, he was honorably dis- 
charged April 14, 1946. He and his wife, Pauline, 
and child live in Wynne. 


15.—Pfe. Winfrey Davis Head, son of Mrs. Lottie 
Maude Head, was born at Wynne, Arkansas, and 
attended school there. Prior to entering the Army 
Air Corps January 1, 1948, he was employed by 
Dealers’ Transport Co., of Memphis, Tennessee, and 
the Missouri Pacific Trailways, in the capacity of 
bus operator. After basic training at Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, Private Head was assigned as an in- 
structor in the Ground Forces, Army Air Corps, at 
Tampa, Florida, and was later given specialized 
instruction in the operation of heavy equipment at 
Drew Field, Mississippi, before being sent to Eng- 
land on October 26, 1943. He died from natural 
causes on May 4, 1945, in England, after nine 
months’ service in the United States and 19 months 
of foreign service. 


16.—S/Set. Baron Frasier Wylie is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Baron Lafayette Wylie of Carthage, 


' his entire military service of three 
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Tatandent for t iS CO 
ing militar service on 


ie tr 
Army Air Field, “stuttgart, Ark: 


post. He was awarded the Good — 
and was honorably discharged at Maxw 
Alabama, December 22, 1945. His wife is Mary 
L. Wylie. ‘ —_ 


17.—Capt. Luther Ewell Wilson is the son of Lute er 
and Eunice Wilson of Augusta, Arkansas, where 
he was born August 9, 1919. He completed 
education at Augusta High School and Arkansas > 
State College where he attended the Reserve Of- 
ficer’s Training Corps. Entering active military | 
service with the Field Artillery May 5, 1942, he © 
completed the Battery Officer’s Course and the 
Motor and Tractor Course. In February 1944, Cap- 
tain Wilson was sent to Europe where he served 
as combat liaison officer with the 687th Field Ar- 
tillery Bn. He saw action in Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. ~ 
Captain Wilson was captured by the Germans in 
the Battle of the Bulge and remained a German 
prisoner four months. Overseas 16 months, he was 
returned to the United States and was released from 
active service January 26, 1946. 


18.—T/5 Carl C. Wilson is the son of Luther and 
Eunice Wilson of Augusta, Arkansas, where he 
was born May 20, 1923. He attended Augusta High 
School and Arkansas State College before entering 
military service May 11, 1943. He was assigned 
to the Field Artillery and completed his basic train- 
ing at Camp Maxey, Texas. In February 1944, he 
was sent to England ahd later served with the 406th 
Field Artillery Group as a switchboard operator. 
Overseas 22 months, he saw action in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe campaigns. He was honorably discharged ~ 
on December 4, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. 


19.—Fireman 2/c Mack Mauldin, Jr., son of Ester 
Pearl and Mack Mauldin, Sr., was born June 11, 1927, 
in West Helena, afterwards attending the University 
of Mississippi. Entering the Navy in June 1945, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
after which he was sent to San Pedro, California, 
and assigned to the U.S.S. Shipley Bay, CVE-85. 
He is now engaged in helping to bring troops back 
to the United States from overseas bases. His home 
is in West Helena. 


20.—2nd Lt. James Anderson Light, was the son 
of Frank and Sophie Light, of Route 2, Helena, 
Arkansas. He was born at Nimrod, Arkansas, De- 
cember 18, 1920, and graduated from Woodruff 
High School in 1940. Employed as a butcher, he 
entered active service with the National Guard on 
January 6, 1941. He was sent to Alaska in February 
1942, and returned to this country in December 
1942, to enter the Army Air Corps as an aviation 
cadet. Lieutenant Light was trained at Santa Ana, 
California, Air Base; Roswell, New Mexico, and 
Carlsbad, New Mexico, and was commissioned as a 
bombardier on June 19, 1943. Sent to England in 
November 1943, he was assigned to the 8th Air 
Force and served as a bombardier on B-17 raids 
over Berlin and Frankfurt. He was reported missing 
in action over Frankfurt January 29, 1944, and on 
April 28, 1944, was reported to have been killed in 
action on the previous date. This young officer who 
served his country so well, is survived by his 
wife, the former Lovey Smith. 





JOHN H. RICHARDS 





| S/Sgt. Dewey C. Pierce, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewey C. Pierce, 
iSr., was born at Warren, Se we 
/moving to Oklahoma he graduated Ir 
ealraad brakeman. He entered the Army on September 15, 

1942, and was sent to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, for his basic 
/training. He was placed in the 
| for Baeineer construction foreman by attending a Mine and 
Bridge School at Ft. Leonard Wood. He landed overseas at Oran, 
| Africa, in January, 1943. He served until the close of the war 
}on that front and was engaged in the Sicilian, Naples-Foggia, 
/Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines and Po Valley campaigns. 

He was awarded the Good SN shee oat Citation page) 

i the Bronze Arrowhead, and service 

ES: Bites Pekar an-African-Middle Eastern ee 3 
| ith fi _ He returned to the United States an 
ee sen Be Missouri, where he received his wa 
He lives with his wife, Ercel 


| denoting the service in Europe 


Pierce, and their children. 





October 12, 1920. After 
om high school and was a 


Engineer Corps and qualified 


| was sent to Jefferson Barracks, 
honorable discharge, July 29, 1945. 


Set. John H. Richards, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Richards, was 
born, in Crossett, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Crossett High School. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps 
as San Antonio October 23, 1942, he received basic training at 
Lowery Field, Kearns, Utah, and Brooks Field, Texas, and 
attended Airplane Armorers’ School at Lowery Field, qualifying 
as armorer. After serving one year in the United States with the 
23rd Fighter Group, 14th Air Force, 75th Squadron, Sergeant 
Richards departed for China and served overseas nearly two 
years, during which he participated in the battle of Kwelein. 
He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished Unit 


‘Badge, and one Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged 


December 11, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Crossett, where he lives with his wife, Marteal, and their 
daughter. 








WA 


DEWEY C. PIERCE, JR. 
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S/Sgt. James M. Matthews, son of Callie J. and Guy W. Mat 

was born October 28, 1915, in Monticello, Arkansas. He 
pleted high school at Dumas, Arkansas, and attended Arka 
A. & M. College at Monticello for two years, afterwards b 
engaged as butane gas salesman and repairman. Entering 
Field Artillery in February 1942, he received basic trainin 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Radio Repair School at Ft. Knox, 
Kentucky, and Odograph School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, quali- 
fying as radio repairman, radio sergeant, communication chi * 
and marksman. He served in the United States for two and a 
half years with the 808th T. D. and departed August 11, 1944, 
for the European Theater of Operations. Sergeant Matthews S 
remained overseas for nearly a year and participated in the 
campaigns of Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Bronze Star, and Daropeal 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. After being honorably 
discharged September 14, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 
returned to his home in Dumas, where he lives with his wife, 


Annie Mae, and their son. 





JAMES M. MATTHEWS 


Pfc. Patrick B. Dillon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick B. Dillon, 
Sr., was born at Portland, Arkansas, January 13, 1925. After 
graduating from Wilmot, Arkansas, High School, he attended 
A. and M. College at Monticello, Arkansas. He entered the Army 
Infantry July 21, 1943. Following basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, he sailed with his unit on January 16, 1944, for 
the European theater. After 10 months’ service in France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, and Germany, Private Dillon was killed by enemy 
artillery fire on November 30, 1944, while his unit was ap- 
proaching Prummern, Germany. He was buried in the American 
Military Cemetery near Margraten, Holland, and was _ post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his 
parents, who live in Dumas, Arkansas. 
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PATRICK B. DILLON, JR. 








LEXIE P. WOODS 








S/Sgt. Lexie P. Woods is the son of Mr. and M 
. : rs. © 
pees of Crossett, Arkansas, where he was born ee 
e attended Crossett High School and Draughon’s Business Col- 
nee at Little Rock, and later went to Ouachita College at Arka- 
elphia. Entering the Army Air Corps October 23, 1942, he 
completed his basic training at Brooks Field, Texas, and then 
completed courses at Statistical Control School, Randolph Field 
Texas, and Radio Operator and Mechanic’s School at Scott Field, 
Illinois. After two and one-half years’ service with the Air 
Corps in this country, he was sent to Tinian in the Marianas 
Islands of the South Pacific, in June, 1945, and remained over- 
seas for five months. Participating in the air offensives against 
Japan and the Eastern Mandated Islands, he was awarded the 
Air Medal, Naval Citation and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars and also holds the Expert’s Medal for 
the carbine and sub-machine gun and the Marksman Medal for 
the pistol. He was honorably discharged at Camp Beale, Cali- 
fornia, December 1, 1945. His wife is Bert M. Woods. 









Ist Lt. Fletcher W. Srygley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. O. M. 
Srygley of Little Rock, where he was born June 18, 1921. He 
attended the Little Rock schools and was engaged in the lumber 
business at Crossett, Arkansas, until entering military service 
on July 31, 1941. He completed his basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and then attended Officer Candidate School at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. Lieutenant Srygley was assigned to the 
famous 36th ‘Texas” Division, and arrived in North Africa in 
March, 1943. He served as a platoon leader and company com- 
mander with his unit during the more than 27 months that he 
spent overseas. He saw action in the Rome-Arno, Naples-Foggia, 
Southern France, Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns and 
earned the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and 
the Bronze Arrowhead for the invasion of Southern France, the 
Combat Infantryman Badge and the American Defense Service 
Ribbon. He was returned to this country and was released from 
active duty on January 8, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He and his wife, the former Edna Pinkston, are the parents of a 


daughter. 
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Aerographer’s Mate 1/c Charles Francis Teague, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. N. C. Teague of Norman, Arkansas, was born at Caddo 
Gap, Arkansas, January 29, 1916. He attended the Norman High 
School and Chillicothe, Missouri, Business College. He was a 
postal clerk and an assistant to the recreational supervisor of 
Ouachita National Park. He entered the Navy on April 25, 1942, 
and was sent to the Naval Air Station, Olathe, Kansas, for boot 
training. He spent 20 months in the United States and was 
shipped overseas in January 1944. He served as a weather fore- 
caster and was a member of the 3rd Fleet during the occupation 
of Japan. He served overseas 21 months. Mate Teague is the 
holder of the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to the United States and 
received his honorable discharge at St. Louis, Missouri, on No- 
vember 2, 1945. He lives with his wife, Tommie Mae, and their 
child. 





CHARLES F. TEAGUE 





T/5 C. L. Hopper, son of Elmer Lee and Mary Evelyn Hopper, 
was born March 2, 1925, at Tinsman, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending the Crossett Schools and was later 
employed by the Crossett Lumber Company, Crossett, Arkansas. 
He entered the Corps of Engineers, June 17, 1943, and was sent 
to Camp Abbott, Oregon, for his basic training. Corporal Hopper 
qualified as a light truck driver and after eight months’ training 
in the United States he was sent overseas, leaving Oregon 
March 6, 1944. He arrived at Guadalcanal and served overseas 
22 months. He was awarded the Bronze Service Star and a 
Meritorious Unit Badge. Corporal Hopper returned to the United 
States January 11, 1946, and received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 14, 1946. 





C. L. HOPPER 
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WILLIAM T. SAVAGE 





son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie Ear! Baker, 


Pfe. Willie E. Baker, Jr., 
October 28,1918. He received 


was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, 
his education by attending H 
|; A. & M. College at Monticello, 
| Air Corps January 21, 1 
| Sheppard Field, Texas. 
attending Ra 
Truax Field, Wiscons 
the Technical Training Command 
at Personnel Distribution Cente 
16, 1946. He lives with his wife, 


Arkansas. He entered the Army 
944, and received his basic training at 
He qualified as a radio instructor by 
School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and 
in. Private Ba 
and was honorably discharged 
San Antonio, Texas, January 
Maxine, and their children. 


Pvt. William Thomas Savage, son of Mrs. Caroli 

Warren, Arkansas, was born at Warren on MErVioe cote Be 
attended Vick High School and then engaged in farming and 
timber work. Private Savage entered the Infantry July 5, 1943 
and was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for his basic training. 
After six months in this country he was sent overseas with his 
unit, the 175th Infantry, 29th Infantry Division. He served in 
England and took part in the invasion of France. Private Sav- 
eae eye tcee nee Ree Theater Ribbon with one Battle 

ar, e Order o e Purple Hear i 

wife, Geraldine, and one child eae tes aaa 





High School and Arkansas 


ker served two years with 





WILLIE E. BAKER, JR. 
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Maj. James Howard Nobles, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jan 
Howard Nobles, Sr., was born November 24, 1914, in Pa 
Arkansas. He attended Parkdale High School and the Uni 
of Arkansas, afterwards being engaged as an attorney. En 
the Infantry July 15, 1941, he received basic training at 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, and attended the Infantry Scho 
Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as infantry company co 


pistol. He served for two and a half years in the United Sta 


with the 1st Infantry and departed February 27, 1944, for 


England and the European Theater of. Operations. Oversea iS 
more than two years, he participated in the campaigns of North- 
ern France, Normandy, Rhineland, and Central Europe and was 
awarded American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Rib- 
bon. Major Nobles was still in the service overseas with the 
Army of Occupation, according to last report received. His wife, 
Eulalie, lives in Parkdale, Arkansas. 





JAMES H. NOBLES, JR. 


S/Sgt. John C. Evans, husband of Winona Gwendolyn Evans of 
Formosa, Arkansas, was born in Formosa on November 10, 1921, 
and completed his education at Formosa High School. He was 
engaged in farming until entering the Army Air Corps on Oc- 
tober 23, 1942. Sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic 
training, he later attended the St. Louis School of Aeronautics 
and after arriving in the China-Burma-India theater in May 
1943, attended Code School at New Delhi, India, and became a 
cryptographer. Overseas 31 months, he participated in the 
China and Central Burma air offensives and holds the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
December 22, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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WILLIAM H. DILLON, JR. 
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Pvt. William Hawkins Dillon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 


Dillon, Sr., was born at Jones, Louisiana, on November 

He was educated at Wilmot High School and cpap Siok: 
University where he was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity 
Entering military service on March 7, 1944, he received his basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and later was sent to Ft 
Bragg, North Carolina, where he received Expert Rifleman’s 
Medal for proficiency with this weapon. He was sent to the 
European Theater of Operations October 5, 1944, and par- 
ticipated in the Vosges Mountains, Raon L’Etope, and Senones 
campaigns, being killed in action on December 13, 1944. Private 
Dillon was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Purple 
Heart (posthumously). He is survived by his parents, who live 
in Wilmot, Arkansas. 

















Ist Lt. Grady L. Haltom, son of Mrs. Lilly O. Haltom, was born 
February 14, 1916, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended Monti- 
cello A. & M. College, afterwards being engaged as a civil en- 
gineer. Entering the Corps of Engineers September 2, 1942, he 
received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and 
attended Officer Candidate School at Belvoir, Virginia, quali- 
fying as training officer, officer in charge of construction, 
marksman with M-1 rifle and pistol, and sharpshooter with 
carbine. After serving in the United States for 19 months with 
the 26th Training Group, 1916th E.A.B., Lieutenant Haltom 
departed April 27, 1944, for New Guinea, Biak, Manila, and 
Japan. Overseas for two years, he participated in campaigns 
of New Guinea and Luzon and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
August 8, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Crossett, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Idella. 
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Storekeeper 3/c James Harold Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Garland Hughes, was born June 20, 1927, in Louann, Arkansas. 
He attended Pine Bluff and Crossett, Arkansas, Public Schools. 
Entering the Naval Reserve February 2, 1945, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, qualifying as storekeeper dis- 
bursing. He is still in the service at Treasure Island, San Fran- 
cisco, California. His home is in Crossett, Arkansas. 





JAMES H. HUGHES 








Pyt. Garland M. Hughes, son of Grover F. Hughes, was born at Eagle 
Mills, Arkansas, September 13, 1911. After completing his education at 
El Dorado High School he worked as a salesman and grocer. He served 
three years in the regular Army prior to entering the Army Air Corps 
on March 7, 1944. He received his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and was sent to Radio School, Truax Field, Wisconsin, where he qualified 
as an instructor in radio principles. He received the carbine Marksmanship 
Medal. After more than eight months’ service in the Air Corps he received 
an honorable discharge at Vaughn General Hospital, Hines, Illinois, on 
November 17, 1945. He lives with his wife, Eunice, and their children. 





GARLAND M. HUGHES 


S/Set. Calvin E. Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Garland Hughes, was born 
at Elliott, Arkansas, May 6, 1925. He received his education at Louann, 
Pine Bluff and Crossett schools and was employed as assembler at Boeing 
Aircraft Company, Wichita, Kansas. He entered the Coast Artillery 
(anti-aircraft), October 5, 1943, and received his basic training at Camp 
Callen, California, qualifying as a military police. After serving over 
seven months in the United States he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater where he participated in the campaigns of New Guinea and Luzon. 
Sergeant Hughes received a rifle marksmanship medal. He was awarded 
the World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars and the Philppine Liberation Rib- 
bon. He returned to the United States January 19, 1946, and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 26, 1946. 





CALVIN E. HUGHES 
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ae Cpl. Samuel Houston Burgess, USMC, son of John Edwin Burgess of 
, Pa: ‘kdale, Arkansas, was born June 5, 1915, at Hamburg, Arkansas. After 
_ completing his high school education he was employed as a carpenter 
until entering the Marine Corps on November 10, 1943. Upon completion 
of his boot training at San Diego, California, he was sent to Weapons 
School and became a machine gunner and carpenter. After eight months 
in this country, he arrived with his unit, Company A, 5th Pioneer Bn., 
5th Marine Division, in the Asiatic-Pacific area in July 1944, and later 
took part in the battle of Iwo Jima and the occupation of Japan. After 17 
months of foreign service and three months with the Army of Occupation 
of Japan, he was returned to this country and was honorably discharged 
on January 14, 1946, at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California. He and 
his wife, the former Mattye Elizabeth Matheny, have one child. 


SAMUEL H. BURGESS 


S/Sgt. John Alex Burgess, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Edwin Burgess of 
Parkdale, Arkansas, was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, on September 8, 
1922. He attended the Parkdale High School and entered military service 
on May 20, 1941. He was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and trained 
| as airplane mechanic. After one year in the United States, he was sent 
to Europe, where he was assigned to the 2nd Air Depot, and served there 
for almost three and one-half years. Along with other decorations de- 
| noting the theaters and campaigns in which he saw action, Sergeant 

Burgess was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, and was honorably dis- 
| charged from service on October 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





JOHN A. BURGESS 











Machinist’s Mate 2/c William Hiram Burgess, son of John Edwin 
and Metta Line Burgess, was born May 5, 1924, at Hamburg, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending Parkdale High 
School, and enlisted in the Navy December 15, 1941, as an 
apprentice seaman. He received boot training at the Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, California, and was attached to the 
U.S.S. Platte as machinist’s mate, second class. After almost 
three years’ service, Mate Burgess died on November 8, 1944. 
He is survived by his parents, who live in Parkdale, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM H. BURGESS 
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HOGAN M. ESTELLE 


Ist Lt. John S. White, son of Mrs. J. S. White of Route 4, Hamburg, 
Arkansas, was born February 2, 1920. He attended public schools at 
Parkdale, Arkansas, and Marion Military Academy, Marion, Alabama. 
Upon graduation from the military academy Lieutenant White entered 
the Army Air Corps, December 26, 1940. No details regarding the service 
record of Lieutenant White were furnished. 


JESSIE J. GRAY 
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Cpl. Hogan Morelle Estelle is the son 'of Mr. and Mrs. 
Estelle of Crossett, Arkansas, where he was born October 
1915. He attended the Hamburg and Fountain Hill Schools 
was a machinist at the Crossett Lumber Company until enteri ng 
the Army Air Corps on November 18, 1942. Upon the com 1 
pletion of his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he 
was sent to Machinist’s Schools at Norfolk, Virginia, and San 
Antonio, Texas. Corporal Estelle served ‘two years in this 
country with an Army floating unit and was sent to the South 
Pacific in October 1944. Overseas more than 15 months, he 
returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 20, 1946. His wife is Hattie 
Mary Estelle. 








JOHN S. WHITE 


S/Sgt. Jessie James Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Gray of Crossett, 
Arkansas, was born April 15, 1918. He attended Crossett and Portland 
(Arkansas) schools and was engaged in farming and paper mill work 
prior to entering military service on October 15, 1942. His basic Infantry 
training was received at Camp Adair, Oregon, and during the time he 
served in the United States he received medals for driving and marks- 
manship. On July 24, 1944, he sailed with his unit for the South Pacific 
area and took part in the fighting of the Leyte and Okinawa campaigns. 
After being overseas for almost nine months, this gallant American made 
the supreme ‘sacrifice for his country on Okinawa on April 6, 1945. 
Awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars, the Com- 
bat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Order of the Purple Heart, Sergeant 
Gray leaves his wife, Beatrice, and two children, who live at Crossett. 
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service on November 20, 


and their son live in Wilmot, Arkansas. 
CARL C. HANCHEY 


Capt. Samuel Jeff Cone, son of James Roderick and Delle Bethune Cone, 
| was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, on December 6, 1917. He received his 
} education by attending Wilmot High School and Ouachita College, after 
| which he served as an officer in the CCC and was employed by the Lion 
| Oil Refining Co., E] Dorado, Arkansas. Commissioned in Infantry Reserve 

in May 1940, through the ROTC at Ouachita College, he was called to 
| active duty in August 1941, with the Army Air Corps. He qualified for 
' ground officer in the Air Corps and served four years with Central Flying 
| Training Command, Randolph Field, Texas. Captain Cone departed Sep- 
' tember 9, 1945, for Luzon, P. I., returning to the United States on Decem- 
i ber 23, 1945. He received an honorable discharge at Ft. Sam Houston 








an ad = aaa ae a Mr. and Mrs. M. R. H 
rn at Monticello, Arkansas, on January 2, 1910. After graduati 
from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine, he was = She 
and surgeon at DeQueen, Arkansas, for seven years. He entered military 
; 1941, Major Hanchey served as a surgeon for 
two years in a station hospital in this country before arriving overseas 
at Kwajalein Island in November 1943. During his two vears of foreign 
duty, Major Hanchey served through the Eastern Mandates campaign, 
and returned to this country for his release from active duty on February 
26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Major Hanchey, his wife, Jane, 
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| 





ISAAC J. NEWTON 
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as major, A.C. Res., on January 6, 1946. He and his wife, Helen, live in 
/ Wilmot with their child. 





i i on of Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Simms, was born at Wil- 
a Pee on March 5, 1921. He attended the Wilmot schools and 
| was a farmer until he entered the Army on 
lhis basic training at Camp Robinson, 
| proficiency in the use of 


; 
'this country, he was sen ) me 
/Corps, and during the 32 months he was overseas, 


‘Tunisian, Rome-Arno and Apennines campaigns. 
t Medal and the European- e Has 
| Baieith three Battle Stars, he was honorably dischar 
11945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missourl. 





SAMUEL J. CONE 


Capt. Isaac James Newton, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Newton, was born 
at Wilmot, Arkansas, on October 18, 1914. He graduated from Vanderbilt 
University Academic and Medical Schools, Nashville, Tennessee. Entering 
the Army Medical Corps July 15, 1941, he served for three years as hospital 
unit commander at the Station Hospital, Camp Wheeler, Georgia. Captain 
Newton arrived in France in October 1944, and participated in the Arden- 
nes, Rhineland, and Central European campaigns with the Army Medical 
Corps. After being overseas one year, he was honorably discharged De- 
cember 26, 1945, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He lives in Wilmot. 


July 9, 1942. He received 
where he received medals for 
the rifle and bayonet. After eight months in 
t to North Africa as a member of the Signal 
he served in the 
Holder of the Good 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
ged on October 25, 





JESSIE M. SIMMS 
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ILEY M. BARNES, JR. 


S/Sgt. William H. Barnes, 





HOMER L. PIERCE 


M/Set. William Benjamin Jenkins, son of Mrs. Mary Ophelia Jenkins, was 
born August 11, 1913, at Crossett, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Crossett Public Schools, after which he was employed as paper 
slitter by the Crossett Paper Mills. Entering the Army Ordnance Depart- 
ment November 4, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, qualifying for administrative noncommissioned officer. After 
training 10 months, he departed from the United States for England 
September 5, 1943, attached to 690th Ord. Am. Co. Sergeant Jenkins par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Rhineland and Central Europe. He qualified 
for carbine marksman August 4, 1943, and was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and two Bronze Stars for meritorious service in the European 
Returning to the United States December 28, 
1945, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, January 2, 1946. 
He lives in Crossett, with his wife, Irene. 


Theater of Operations. 


son of Minnie and Iley M. Barnes, Sr., was born 
January 24, 1917, in Monroe, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1918. He 
attended Crossett High School, Draughon’s Business and Radio School, and 
Lexington Signal Depot Radar School, afterwards being employed as radar 
technician. Entering the Signal Corps January 20, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and attended Signal Corps School, 
Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, qualifying as radar (gun laying) technician, 
and rifle expert. After serving for a year in the United States Sergeant 
Barnes departed May 5, 1945, for the Southwest Pacific theater, and 
remained overseas nearly a year. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and Campaign Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Star, Vic- 
tory, Japanese Occupation and American Theater Ribbons, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged April 30, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, and returned to his home in Crossett, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Colleen Carter Barnes. 
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Navy on October 15, 1943, and served his indoctrination training at Pri 
ton University. Lieutenant Barnes later attended the Naval Mine Warfare 
School at Yorktown, Virginia, and then served with the Mine Force and 
the 12th District Mine Sweep Office in this country. He was sent to the 
Pacific theater in September 1945, and served with the Mine Force of the 
Pacific Fleet for over five months. After service on Okinawa and in 
Japan, he was returned to this country and was honorably discharged. at 
Memphis, Tennessee, April 19, 1946. He and his wife, the former Dorothy 


Lawson, are the parents of a son. 
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WILLIAM H. BARNES 


Seaman 1/c Homer L. Pierce, son of Mrs. Ishie Toler Pierce and the late © 
A. A. Pierce, was born February 10, 1909, at Fountain Hill, Arkansas. 
He attended Fountain Hill Grade and High Schools, afterwards being 
employed as grocery and shipping clerk and service station manager for 
the Crossett Mercantile Co. Entering the Navy March 8, 1944, he received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho, specializing as storekeeper and A.A. 
gunner. He served aboard the U.S.S. Renville and participated in oper- 
ations off Okinawa for which he received Unit Citation. After serving 
one year overseas, Seaman Pierce received an honorable discharge at New 
Orleans November 13, 1945. He and his wife, Julia, live in Crossett, 
Arkansas, with their children. 


WILLIAM B. JENKINS 
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Set. Adam C. Hancock, son of Mrs. A. C. Hancock, was born at Crossett, 
Arkansas, January 11, 1925. He received his education at Crossett High 
School and Tyler Commercial College, Tyler, Texas. He entered the Army 
Air Corps on N ovember 4, 1942, and was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
for his basic training. He later attended A.A.F. School at Ft. Logan, 
Colorado. In June 1943, he accompanied his unit, the 548th Bombardment 


Squadron, 8th Air Force, to the European theater. He saw more than 25 


months of overseas duty and served in the Northern France, Rhineland, 
Ardennes, Central Europe, and Normandy campaigns and the general 
air offensive against other parts of German-held Europe. Sergeant Han- 
cock was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star and 
one Bronze Star, the Distinguished Unit Badge and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He received his honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 














ADAM C. HANCOCK 


S/Sgt. Thomas McDuffie Walsh, Jr., son of Kathleen and Thomas McD. 
Walsh, was born April 2, 1918, at Holly Springs, Arkansas. He graduated 
from the Crossett High School and was employed as a clerk in the Ashley, 


-Drew and Northern Railway Co. He entered the Engineer Corps on June 


2, 1942, and received his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He 
qualified as a platoon sergeant. While in training he received a rifle 
Marksmanship Medal and carbine Expert Medal in March, 1944. Attached 
to Co. A, 312th Engr., 87th Div., he left the United States November 1, 
1944. He arrived in the European theater and participated in the Arden- 
nes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. He was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. He received his honorable discharge 
at Brooks Hospital Center, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, November 6, 1945. 
His wife is Mary Irene Walsh. 





WILLIAM C. FINCH 


7 rard 

ip’ Luther Howard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Howar¢ 
2s 289 ae a ; en Arkansas, was born at Clarks, TEL adele 
Bctiel 2. Bee! eae Bian e erauills Entering 
Sitar Be on ee. Y942, he was sent to San Diego, Saarygeeek: 
fon, ot es ining. After a year and a half in this country, he pete cee 
ae ae Bred of months in the Aleutian and Marshall ney Edi 
fe eibly discharged on November 3, 1945, at aS aes ouisiana. 
He and his wife, Ivis Lorraine, and their child live in Crossett. 
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September 20, 1945. His wife is Dorothy Lee Hancock. 





THOMAS M. WALSH, JR. 


i 3/e William Calhoun Finch, son of Mrs. W. E. Finch, and the 

Pee Cele was born August 6, 1926, in Crossett, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Crossett High School and Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy July 21, 1944, he received boot training at San ie Se 
California, and attended Radio School. He served for 10 months in t : 
United States and departed May eae for the Pacific Theater o 
ions, remaining overseas more than a year. — 
Pee July 20, 1946, he returned to his home in Crossett. 





CLYDE L. HOWARD 


After being honorably 
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LLOYD D. JACKS 


Pfe. John Winfred Stanley, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Stanley of Crossett, 
Arkansas, was born February 28, 1910. He attended Milo Public Schools 
and High School in Hamburg, Arkansas. Private Stanley was employed 
by the Crossett Lumber Company before entering the Army Engineer 
Corps, November 18, 1942. His wife is Marie Stanley. No further data 
regarding the service record of Private Stanley was furnished. 


BENJAMIN J. REED 


T/Set. John Willis Kelley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie L. Kelley, Crossett, 
Arkansas, was born on November 2, 1922. He completed his education 
at Crossett High School. Sergeant Kelley entered the Army Air Corps on 
December 14, 1942, and was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for his basic 
training. After a year in this country with the 2nd Air Force, he was 
sent overseas. He served 16 months on Saipan and is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He was-honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 23, 1945. His wife is Norma Kelley. 
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Radarman 3/c Lloyd D. Jacks, son of Mrs. Marie Jacks of Brinkley 
Arkansas, was born at Hot Springs, Arkansas, January 26, 1917. Hi 
attended Brinkley High School, Arkansas State College, Jonesboro, and 
Arkansas Law School in Little Rock, Arkansas. He was manager of a 
hotel after completing his education. He entered the Navy on April 7, 
1944, and was sent to San Diego, California, for his boot training and 
later was sent to Radar School at Point Loma, San Diego, California. 
After five months in the United States he was sent overseas. He served 
15 months in the South Pacific area, participating in the Philippine and 
Okinawa campaigns. He is holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with Battle Stars denoting the engagements, and the Presidential Unit 
Citation. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 
8, 1945. He lives with his wife, Helen Marie, and their children. 


JOHN W. STANLEY 





S/Sgt. Benjamin James Reed, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Reed of 
Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Hamburg on August 28, 1915. He at- 
tended the Crossett schools and was later employed at a furniture store 
in Crossett. He entered the Army in April 1945, and was placed in the 
Infantry. He received his basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas. After 
five months in the United States he was attached to the 81st “Wildcat” 
Division and sent to Japan. Sergeant Reed returned to the United States 
and was stationed at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, in the Wakeman General 
Hospital. He was discharged from the hospital November 13, and re- 
ceived an honorable discharge from the service December 18, 1946. 
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JOHN W. KELLEY 
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BENNIE H. DAVIS 


Machinist’s Mate 2/c Bennie Herbert Davis, son of M 

I , | Mr. and Mrs. B. F. 
ree cis ee Arkansas, was born at Jonesboro, Louisiana, a ihe 
Et , 1918. He attended Weston High School and Louisiana Tech at Ruston 

oulsiana, before entering the Armed Forces September 4, 1942. After 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he attended Fire Control School 
at Great Lakes, and qualified for service as an optician. Following six 
months of preliminary training, he was sent with his unit to Iceland and 
A ate aan eee to the United States. He was honorably 

emphis, October 19, : i i is Wi isti 

SEE ee Bae 1945. He lives with his wife, Christine 





Yeoman 3/c John Steve Sturdivant, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard E. Sturdi- 
‘vant, was born at Winnsboro, Louisiana, April 13, 1921, and moved to 
Crossett, Arkansas, in 1936. He completed his education at Crossett High 
School and was employed in Los Angeles, California, prior to entering 
the Navy in September 1942. Following boot training at San Diego, 
California, he saw active service in the Department of Naval Intelligence 
jaboard the destroyer “Sanders” until his death on October 27, 1943. He 
is survived by his parents and his widow, Faye Ludlam Sturdivant, and 


a son, 
| 





JOHN S. STURDIVANT 


S/Sgt. James Leland Estelle, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Howard Estelle, 
of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Crossett, June 14, 1922. He attended 
the Crossett schools and was then employed as a theater projectionist. He 
entered the Army Air Corps July 15, 1941, and received his basic training 
at Gunter Field, Alabama. He served four years as the manager and 
projectionist of a base theater for the special services of the Army Air 
Forces. He was honorably discharged on October 23, 1945, at Sioux City, 
Iowa. He lives in Crossett, Arkansas, with his wife, Anne, and their 


children. 





JAMES L. ESTELLE 





s/ Set. Lofton D. McDougald, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lofton D. McDougald, 
Iwas born at Crossett, Arkansas, September 6, 1920. Upon completion of 
this education in the local schools, he was employed by the Crossett Recrea- 
tional System. He entered the Army Air Corps February 11, 1941, and 
lwas sent to Jefferson Barracks for basic training. He attended Aerial 
iGunnery and Armament Schools and was assigned to the 48th Bombard- 
ment Sqdn. During his service he served as an aerial gunner Tor 1) months, 
iclerk-typist for 23 months, and physical training instructor for seven 
lmonths. He arrived with his unit in the Aleutians In the summer of 1943 
land took part in the air battles over Kiska and Paramushiro, pest 
‘Sergeant McDougald was awarded the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf © us- 
iter, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the prea 
iDefense Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon and the Goo pores ue 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, 
October 2, 1945. His wife is Annabelle L. McDougald. 
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LOFTON D. McDOUGALD, JR, 








ZEPH B. SISSON 


Capt. Gus Rembert Phillips, son of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Phillips, was 
born in Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Crossett High School and Hen- 
derson State Teachers’ College, after which he was engaged in personnel 
work. Entering the Army May 20, 1941, he received Officers’ Basic Course 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as infantry unit commander. Captain 
Philipps departed January 11, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands, and April 19, 
1944, for Italy, serving overseas two and a half years. He participated in 
the campaigns of the Aleutian Islands, Rome-Arno, Southern France, and 
the Rhineland, and was wounded in action in France November 5, 1944, 
and February 3, 1945. He received Unit Citation, French Fourragere, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Stars and Bronze Arrow- 
head, American Theater and Victory Ribbons. Captain Phillips was placed 
on terminal leave until June 16, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, with status of 
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Sgt. Zeph B. Sisson, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Sisson, of Crossett, Ar! 
sas, was born at Bonita, Louisiana, June 29, 1914. He attended B 
High School and Louisiana State University and was later empl 
the laboratory of the Crossett Paper Mill. He entered the servic 
Chemical Warfare work, November 4, 1942, and received his basic tr: 
at Camp Sibert, Alabama. After serving over a year in the United 
he went overseas with his unit, 57th Chemical Co., and served in 
European theater. He participated in the Normandy, Northern Fra 
Rhineland, and Central European campaigns for 17 months. He 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Victor, 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and American Theater Ribbon. Sergeant 
Sisson was honorably discharged on November 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. His wife is Pauline Sisson. ’ 


reserve officer, and received Certificate of Service. He lives in Crossett. GUS R. PHILLIPS 





CHARLES R. TATUM 


Pfc. B. T. Willis, Jr., son of Bart and Lula Willis of Hamburg, Arkansas, 
was born at Hamburg on February 2, 1921. After completing his education 
at Hamburg High School, he was employed as a parts clerk and entered 
military service on November 17, 1944. Private Willis was sent to Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, for his basic training and then attended Motor School 
and Cook’s and Baker’s School. In April, 1945, he was sent to the Philip- 
pines and served as a cook with Infantry units in that area for 12 months. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, the Good Conduct Medal, 
Private Willis served four months with the 
occupation troops in Japan and was honorably discharged on March 23, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Mary 
Ernestine Scott, have two children. 


and the Victory Ribbon. 


S/Sgt. Charles Reginald Tatum, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tatum of 
Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Kosse, Texas, August 3, 1911. He at- 
tended Hot Springs High School and was then employed as a retail grocer. 
Entering the Army Air Corps October 26, 1942, he was sent to Foster 
Field, Texas, for basic training and later to Truax Field, Madison, Wis- 
consin, for specialized training as a radio operator and control tower 
operator. After nine months in this country he was sent overseas on 
August 4, 1943. He served in England and Italy for 28 months and was 
awarded the Presidential Citation, Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the American Theater Service Ribbon. He was 
discharged December 2, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His wife 
is Fannie Lou Wood Tatum, 





B. T. WILLIS, JR. 
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M/Set. Joe H. Willis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lemie W. Willis of Hamburg 
Arkansas, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, on April 25, 1923. After 
graduating from Fountain Hill High School he entered the service. 
Sergeant Willis was inducted into the Army Air Corps May 13, 1941, and 
|received his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He was sent 
to England after two years’ service in the United States. He saw much 
action with his unit, the 53rd Training Group, including the Rhineland 
icampaign. He is the holder of the European Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
on November 18, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He lives with his 
|wife, Pearlie Bates Willis and their child. 
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Seaman 1/c James D. Sparks, son of Mrs. Clara Lee Alldread of Fountain 
Hill, Arkansas, was born at Dermott, Arkansas, on January 26, 1926. 
Educated in the Fountain Hill schools, he entered the Navy on March 20, 
1944. Seaman Sparks served his boot training at the Naval Training Base, 
San Diego, California, and became a fuse setter. In May, 1944, he was 
sent to Pearl Harbor and after a short time returned to the United States. 
battle for Okinawa. According to last report, Seaman Sparks was still 
in the Navy and expected to be honorably discharged May 15, 1946, at 


Memphis, Tennessee. 
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ROLAND E. HESTER 


Sgt. William Edward Gibson, son of Mrs. Annie E. ‘Gibson, was born at 
Boydell, Arkansas, August 6, 1913. He received his education at Dermott 
(Arkansas) High School, Arkansas A. & M. College and Arkansas State 
Teachers College. Sergeant Gibson entered military service on June 22, 
1941. He received his basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
after 18 months in this country with the Field Artillery and Transporta- 
tion Corps, he was sent overseas, arriving with his unit at Casablanca 
in February 1943. Overseas 33 months and holder of decorations denoting 
his campaign participations, Sergeant Gibson was honorably discharged 
on November 6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





~ 


JACK A. GIBSON 


ber 26, 1945. 


Maj. Neill Moore Sloan, son of the late Lillie Moore and Elias Neill Sloan, 
was born September 18, 1909, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended 
Arkadelphia High School and Ouachita College, afterwards being engaged 
as a teacher in Hope and El Dorado, Arkansas, and as an employee of 
Arkansas Power and Light Co. and General Motors Acceptance Corpora- 
tion. Entering the Quartermaster Corps June 9, 1942, as a member of the 
R.O.T.C., he attended Quartermaster School at Camp Lee, Virginia, and 
Wharton School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania. Major 
Sloan served at the Ft. Worth Quartermaster Depot; Camp Lee, Virginia, 
and Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot before departing December 27, 
1942, for Australia. Overseas for two years and three months, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Luzon, 
and was awarded Bronze Star Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, American 
Theater and Victory Ribbons. Honorably discharged March 11, 1946, he 
returned to Arkadelphia, where he lives with his wife, Martha, and sons. 
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WILLIAM E. GIBSON 


Lt. (s.g.) Jack A. Gibson, son of John J. Gibson, was born at Boydell, 
Arkansas, on March 3, 1920. He attended Louisiana State University and 
Mississippi State College and entered the Naval Air Corps on December — 
28, 1941. He received his pilot training at Pensacola, Florida, and after 
two years in the United States he was sent overseas to the Pacific area. 
He spent 12 months with the 3rd and 5th Fleets as a carrier pilot and 
participated in the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa and the general air 
offensive against Japan, completing 63 missions and has four Japanese ? 
planes to his credit. Lieutenant Gibson spent three months with the Army — 
of Occupation in Japan before returning to this country on October 15, 

1945. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and six Air Medals. 

He was reverted to inactive status at Memphis, Tennessee, on Decem- 
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T/Sgt. Daniel S. McArthur is the son of Anna Evel McArthur of Po 
land, Arkansas, where he was born on October 18, 1922. He Ptaniel 
the Portland High School and the Little Rock schools and entered the 
Marine Corps on May 19, 1941. Sergeant McArthur served his boot training 
at San Diego, California, and then attended Aviation Machinist’s Mate 
and Technical Schools at Chicago, Illinois. In December, 1941, he was 
sent to Midway Island and later made a second tour of duty in the Pacific 
as a member of the crew of the U.S.S. Bennington. Overseas 28 months, 
he saw action at Midway, Guadalcanal, Munda, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and 
the campaigns against Japan. Holder of the Presidential Unit Citation, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Silver Star Medal, as well as the American Defense Service 
Ribbon, he has reenlisted for two more years with the Marine Air Corps 
and is now stationed at the Marine Air Base, El Toro, California. 


y 


DANIEL S. McARTHUR 


Lt. Comdr. Robert J. Williams was born on September 9, 1905, at Park- 
| dale, Arkansas. He attended Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas, and 
' completed his medical training at Vanderbilt University. Commander 

Williams entered the Navy Medical Corps on June 15, 1942, and trained 
| at Durham, North Carolina. After two years of service in the United 
' States as a medical officer, he was sent to the Pacific area and saw action 
in the campaigns for Saipan and the Marshall Islands. Overseas one year, 
he has been discharged from the Navy and is now assistant pathologist 
at Rhode Island State Hospital. He and his family make their home at 
64 Valentine Circle, Apponang, Rhode Island. — 





ROBERT J. WILLIAMS 


Capt. James A. Williams, son of Elli J. and Robert George Williams of 
Parkdale, Arkansas, was born at Parkdale on July 22, 1910. He was 
educated at Columbia Military Academy and Vanderbilt University. 
Captain Williams entered military service in June, 1942, and was assigned 
to the Finance Department. He served three and one-half years with the 
Army. He was released from the service in September, 1945, and is now 
president of the Bank of Parkdale. He and his wife, the former Dorothy 
Thompson, have one child. 





JAMES A. WILLIAMS 
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JOHN A. GILES 
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Sgt. John A. Giles, son of Mrs. R. C. Giles, was born July 4, 1919, in Ham: 
burg, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Hamburg rh 
School. Entering the Air Corps December 10, 1941, he received ban id 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, specializing in A.A.F. supply. 
After serving for two years at West Point Military Academy, he departed 
May 23, 1944, for Bombay, India, and remained overseas for a year and 
a half. Sergeant Giles was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American Defense Ribbon. 
He is now in the regular Army and his wife, Louise, and their child live 
in Hamburg. 


Cpl. William Miller Ludlam, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. V. Ludlam of Hamburg, 
Arkansas, was born at Hamburg on December 1, 1924. He graduated 
from Hamburg High School and attended Arkansas A. & M. College at 
Monticello before entering the Army on June 1, 1943. Upon the completion 
of his basic training at Camp Abbott, Oregon, he attended the Demolition 
School and became a demolition specialist. After six months in this 
country with the 53rd Engineer Bn., he was sent to England in November, 
1943, and assigned to Company C of the 820th Engineer Aviation Bn. 
Overseas 25 months, he served in England and throughout the Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Holder of 
the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on December 29 LOAD: 





WILLIAM M. LUDLAM 


Flight Officer Charles F. Carpenter, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. 
Carpenter, Sr., was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, on September 19, 1921. 
He received his education by attending Arkansas A. & M. College at Monti- 
cello and Arkansas State Teachers’ College at Conway, afterwards being 
employed as a contract Army flight instructor. Entering the Air Corps 
on July 13, 1943, he received basic training at Randolph Field, Texas, 
qualifying for pilot C-54. Flight Officer Carpenter departed from the 
United States on January 11, 1945, for the China-Burma-India theater and 
participated in India, central Burma, and China campaigns. He received, 
among other decorations, the Air Medal with Cluster and three Battle 
Stars. Returning to the United States January 10, 1946, he received an 
honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks February 23, 1946. He and his 





CHARLES F. CARPENTER, JR. 


2nd Lt. Jackson H. Carpenter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Carpenter, 
Sr., of Hamburg, was born on February 2, 1924. He graduated from 
Hamburg High School and attended Arkansas State Teachers College 
at Conway. He entered the service on June 1, 1943, and was placed in 
the Army Air Corps. He received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and his flight training at Miami Beach, Florida; Tulsa, Okla- 
homa; San Antonio, Texas; Greenville, Texas; Eagle Pass, Texas; Fred- 
erick, Oklahoma, and Buckley Field, Colorado. Lieutenant Jackson served 
two and one-half years as a pilot and was relieved of duty on November 
19, 1945, at Lincoln, Nebraska. He lives at Hamburg with his wife, Corene 
Choate and their son. 
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wife, Marjorie, live in Hamburg with their son. 
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Pfc. Harold Edward Foster, son of Mrs. Jesse Foster of Portland, Arkansas, 
was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, April 23, 1926. Educated in the Port- 
land Public Schools, he entered military service on July 31, 1944. After 
completing his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was sent 
to Radio Operation and Wiring School and in January 1945, was sent to 
the European theater, landing at Le Havre, France. Overseas more than 
14 months, Private Foster, saw action in the Rhineland, Central Europe 
and Ardennes campaigns and won the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, the Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon and American Theater Ribbon. He spent seven 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was returned to 
this country. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, March 11, 1946. His wife is the former Leona Elizabeth Sansing. 
They have one child. 


HAROLD E. FOSTER 


/ 1st Lt. Otto L. Toney, Jr., son of Mary L. Clay and Otto L. Toney, Sr., 
was born August 20, 1924, in Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Crossett 
| High School, afterwards being employed as railway clerk by the Ashley 
Drew & Northern Railway Company. Entering the Air Corps May 17, 
1948, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, 
and graduated from Bombardier School, C.A.A.F., at Childress, Texas, 
qualifying as bombardier and rail transportation officer. Lieutenant Toney 
' departed October 21, 1944, for Italy with the 15th Air Force and remained 
| overseas for eight months, participating in air combat over the Rhineland 
/and Balkans and the campaigns of Po Valley and Northern Apennines. 
He was awarded the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and is still in 
/ the service. His home is in Crossett, and he is married to the former 
' LaNell Walsh. 








OTTO L. TONEY, JR. 


Set. Easter L. Rice, son of Mary Bays and Iron Alford Rice, was born 
in Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Wallers Chapel School, afterwards 
being employed in a paper mill. Entering the Field Artillery January 30, 
1942, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, specializing in non- 
commissioned officer duty and qualifying as rifleman. Sergeant Rice 
departed February 27, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for nearly two years, participating in campaigns of 
Central Europe, Northern France, and the Rhineland. He was awarded 
three Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably 
discharged November 11, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he re- 
‘ tyyned to his home in Crossett, where he lives with his wife, Juanita 
Lucille, and their child. 





EASTER L. RICE 





ments Scales, son of Mrs. Fannie B. Seales, was born Janu- 
| aa Peete McCrory, Arkansas. He attended McCrory Grade School, 
- Parkdale High School, and Monticello A. & M. College. Entering ns 
Mechanized Cavalry November 8, 1944, he received basic training at t. 
Riley, Kansas, and attended Specialized Radio School and Noncommis- 
| sioned Officers’ School. Sergeant Scales received rifle and Specs 
| Expert’s Medals. He is still in the service with Troop B, E.S.S.P., a : 
| Riley. He and his wife, Alline, have two children. 





HAROLD C. SCALES 





WILLIAM H. WHITE 


Electrician’s Mate 3/c Lloyd D. Blanchard, son of Lynn J. and Ida B. 
Blanchard, was born August 12, 1926, at Memphis, Tennessee, moving to 
Arkansas in 1931. After graduating from Crossett High School, he 
enlisted in the Navy January 21, 1944, receiving boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, and afterwards attending University of Minnesota Electrical 
School. He departed from the United States August 28, 1944, aboard the 
U.S.S. Wichita, Admiral Halsey’s Task Force, for the South Pacific, and 
took part in the raids on Formosa, battles with Japanese fleet in October 
1944, second battle of the Philippines, raids on Luzon, liberation of the 
Philippines, and Okinawa campaign. Mate Blanchard received the Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four Campaign Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, Okinawa Citation with one 
Star, Naval Commendation Ribbon and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
Returning to the United States he attended Naval Mine Warfare School 
at Yorktown, Pennsylvania, and reenlisted in the regular Navy for service - 
aboard a minesweeper in the Pacific. LLOYD D. BLANCHARD 





EMERY I. MOSHIER 


Yeoman 2/c Charles Hillman Moses, son of A. G. Moses and Mittie Tomlin- 
son Moses, was born September 28, 1918, at Cummins, Arkansas. He 
received his education in Little Rock schools, graduating from Little Rock 
High School and also attending University of Arkansas. He entered the 
Navy May 22, 1944, and was sent to Camp Wallace, Texas, for his boot 
He qualified fof stenographer (personnel yeoman) and served 
one year and eight months attached to Naval Ammunition Depot, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He was honorably discharged January 15, 1946, at 
Naval Repair Base, New Orleans. He lives with his wife, Marthield Berry 
Moses, and their children. 


training. 













S/Sgt. William H. White, son of Mrs. Ocie Peters of Hamburg, “ATER 
was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, on July 14, 1920. He received his ed 
tion in the Ashley County schools of Parkdale, Portland and Hamburg, anc 
entered military service on October 15, 1940. Sent to Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
for Infantry and Paratroop training, he later graduated from the Surgical 
Technician’s School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and left the United States 
with his unit in April, 1948. Sergeant White served valiantly overseas 
for a period of one and one-half years, meeting a hero’s death in action 
on October 30, 1944. Among his decorations for gallantry in action he 
received the Silver Star Medal with one Oak Leaf ee campaign 
ribbons with Battle Stars and two Purple Hearts. 





Capt. Emery Irwin Moshier, son of Helen Pool and Emery Merton Moshier, 
was born May 31, 1920, in Jewel, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1937. 
He graduated from Booneville High School and Ouachita College at Arka- 
delphia with a B.A. degree. Entering the Chaplain’s Corps of the Army 
September 27, 1944, he attended Chaplain’s School at Ft. Devens, Mas- 
sachusetts, qualifying as chaplain (Baptist-South). He served for six 
months with the 1st Horse Cavalry Training Regiment, C.R.T.C., Ft. Riley, 
Kansas. Departing March 25, 1945, for Europe, with the 5th Tank De- 
stroyer Group, Captain Moshier remained overseas for 10 months, par- 
ticipating in Central European campaigns and serving five months with 
Hq. Special Troops, U.S. Forces in Austria. He was awarded European 
Theater Ribbon with Campaign Star and is still on active duty at New 
Orleans Port of Embarkation Station Hospital. He is married to the 
former Juanita Rainwater and has one daughter. 





CHARLES H. MOSES 
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1st Lt. Lonnie W. Englerth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Englerth, was 
born October 22, 1920, at Wilmot, Arkansas. He received his education 
at Wilmot High School and Henderson State Teachers College at Arkadel- 
phia. | Entering the Army Air Corps November 1, 1941, he received basic 
training at Stamford, San Angelo and San Antonio, Texas. By attending 
Service Schools at Midland and Childress, Texas, and Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, he qualified as a bombardier instructor. After four years’ service 
with the Air Corps, Lieutenant Englerth was relieved of active duty at 
Spokane, Washington, on December 15, 1945. His wife is Bileen K. 


Englerth. 


LONNIE W. ENGLERTH 


2nd Lt. John Harrison Ralph, USMC, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John T. 
Ralph of Parkdale, Arkansas, where he was born on January 15, 1924. He 
attended Parkdale High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. 
Enlisting in the Marine Corps Reserve on December 1, 1942, he was called 
to active duty in June, 1943. After completing his boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, he attended the V-12 unit at Arkansas A. & M. 
College. Lieutenant Ralph became a platoon leader and served with Marine 
Infantry units until he was sent to Cuba in September, 1945. Overseas 
five months, he was returned to the United States and released from active 
service at Pensacola, Florida, on February 26, 1946. 








GUISE W. KINCHELOE 
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JOHN H. RALPH 


Chief Yeoman Guise William Kincheloe, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Kinche- 
loe, was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, March 10, 1910. After graduating 
from the Snyder (Arkansas) High School and Tyler Commercial College, 
Tyler, Texas, he entered the Navy on October 21, 1942. Completing boot 
training at Great Lakes Naval Training Station, he attended Instructors’ 
School at San Diego, California, to become an instructor in the stenographic 
branch. He sailed on December 14, 1942, and saw 32 months of foreign 
service in the Sicilian, Italian, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Leyte Gulf, Honshu- 
American, European-African-Middle Eastern, Asiatic-Pacific and Philip- 
pine liberation campaigns and received service ribbons for participation 
in these theaters. He was wounded in North Africa and was honorably 
discharged August 29, 1945, at the Naval Training Center, San Diego, 
California. He and his wife, Martha, and son, live in Crossett. 
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LESTER D. SMITH 


S/Sgt. Robert K. Smith, son of William M. Smith of Wilmot, Arkansas, 
was born at Dermott, Arkansas, August 11, 1915. He attended Wilmot 
High School and was later employed by the Mail Messenger Service and 
in radio work. He enlisted in the regular Marine Corps in 1935, and 
received his boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina. In September 
1935, he was sent to the Marine detachment headquarters in China. He 
has since done four tours of foreign duty, and has a total of six and one- 
half years’ overseas service. He participated in the Sino-Japanese en- 
gagement in 1937, and in the battles of Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, Tarawa, 
Ryukyus, Saipan, Tinian, Iheya and Okinawa. He is holder of the Expert 
and Sharpshooter Medals, the Good Conduct Medal with Bronze “2,” two 
medals for service in China, American Defense Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Presidential 
Citation with Star and a Navy Citation. He was honorably discharged on 
September 19, 1945, at San Diego, California. 





REX C. BARKER 


Pfc. Billy Ned Grant, son of William T. Grant, was born at Crossett, 
Arkansas, September 10, 1918, and after attending the Crossett schools, 
engaged in farming prior to entering the military service on January 4, 
1942. He received his basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
after only three months in this country, he arrived in Australia with his 
unit, Company C, 128th Infantry. He saw action in three major battles 
and was killed in action on June 27, 1944, at Yakumal, New Guinea. Dur- 
ing his 27 months of overseas service, this gallant American was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Order 
of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumoustly). 









T/4 Lester D. Smith, son of William Smith of Wilmot, Arkansas, was b orn 
at Auroa, Missouri, on May 14, 1911. Educated in the Wilmot schools, he 
attended the Refrigeration School at Little Rock and Welding School at 
Monroe, Louisiana, and was the owner of his own electric and refrigeration — 
service business before entering the military service on February 10, 
1944. After completing his basic training at Camp Kohler, California, 
he attended the Signal Corps Schools at Davis, California, and Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and became a Signal Corps powerman. He also holds 
the civil service rating of chief refrigeration foreman. In April, 1945, 
he was sent with his unit, the 3183rd Signal Service Company to the 
China-Burma-India theater. Overseas one year, he was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on March 26, 1946. He and his wife, the former Bertha Walker, have 
two children. 





ROBERT K. SMITH 


Seaman 2/c Rex Cogdell Barker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gus H. Barker, was 
born July 1, 1914, at Pittsburg, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1916. He 
attended Montrose, Arkansas, Public School; Lake Village, Arkansas, 
High School, and A. & M. College at Monticello. Entering the Navy Feb- 
ruary 16, 1945, he received boot training at Naval Training Center, San 
Diego, specializing in gunnery and qualifying as expert rifleman. After 
completing his training, Seaman Barker served aboard the Destroyer 
U.S.S. Allen M. Sumner, departing from the United States May 28, 1945, 
and participating in the Wake Island campaign, bombardment of Japan, 
and patrolling of the Japanese coast. He was awarded the American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Stars, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Star. Seaman Barker was honorably dis- 
charged at New Orleans, February 16, 1946. He and his wife, Loyce, live 
in Montrose, Arkansas, with their children. 





BILLY N. GRANT 
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EARL L. GRIFFIN 


Seaman 1/c Cecil Leon Griffin, son of Mrs. Maggie M. Deal, was born 
April 25, 1927, in Ft. Hill, Arkansas. He attended Ft. Hill Public Schools. 
Entering the Navy April 25, 1945, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California. Seaman Griffin departed August 1, 1945, for 10 months of 
overseas duty. He was awarded Victory Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bon. After being honorably discharged May 25, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to his home in Hamburg, Arkansas. 


Settee ate 





June 26, 1945. 










JOEL W. PUGH 


Set. Victor E. Futhey, son of E. A. Futhey and the late Mrs. Futhey, was 


porn September 14, 1920, in Crossett, Arkansas. He graduated from Cros- 


sett High School, afterwards being employed as laboratory technician at 


Crossett Paper Mills. Entering the Infantry November 18, 1944, he re- 


ceived basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying as rifleman 


i Air 

ili i _ Sergeant Futhey served in the Infantry and 
oe Bee eet August 6, 1945, for the South Pacific Theater of 
Eeerations. He is still overseas with the Army of Occupation at Guam. 


His wife, Carolyn, and their child live in Hamburg, Arkansas. 
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Cpl. Earl L. Griffin, son of Mrs. Maggie G. Deal, was born at Portland, 
Arkansas, April 25, 1927. He was educated at the Fountain Hill Public 
School and entered the Marine Corps June 3, 1943. He took boot training 
at San Diego and was assigned to the 23rd Marines, 4th Division, F.M.F. 
After serving in this country eight months he was sent to the South Pacific 
and participated in the battles of Roi-Namur, Kwajalein, Saipan, Marianas 
Island, Tinian and at Iwo Jima. Corporal Griffin received an honorable 
discharge at Great Lakes, Illinois, November 10, 1945. 








CECIL L. GRIFFIN 


Maj. Joel Withers Pugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Pugh, was born 
at Portland, Arkansas, on February 20, 1900, graduated from Portland 
High School and the University of Arkansas, and was a merchant, planter 
and ginner prior to entering military service. Following his entrance into 
the Army Air Corps on September 18, 1942, he graduated from Officer 
Training School, Miami Beach, Florida, and after more than two years 
service in the United States, he landed in Cairo, Egypt, and commanded 
a flight squadron in several theaters of action until the end of the war. 
Major Pugh was relieved of active duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 


VICTOR E. FUTHEY 






1.—T/4 Joe T. Bates, son of Mae E. and Fred T. 
Bates, of Crossett, Arkansas, was born September 
6, 1910, in Doylestown, Arkansas. He attended Wil- 
mot Grade and High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed as a welder with Adolph Buck Machine Shop 
of Oklahoma City. Entering the Corps of En- 
ginners June 9, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Abbott, Oregon, and attended School of En- 
gineers, qualifying as combination welder and 


receiving Marksmanship Medals. Sergeant Bates — 


departed in January 1944, for New Guinea, the 
Philippine Islands, and Japan, remaining overseas 
for a year and a half and being awarded Presidential 
Citation. He was honorably discharged November 
30, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, and returned to Little 
Rock, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Sadie. 


2.—Ist/Set. Clifford Lewis Jones, son of Mrs. Zadie 
Lorene Jones of Portland, Arkansas, was born at 
McGehee, Arkansas, March 29, 1921. He received 
his education in the Portland schools and enlisted 
in the United States Marine Corps on November 
13, 1939. He received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and later acquired specialized training 
at Machine Gun and Demolition Schools. As a mem- 
ber of Co D, 1st Battalion, 8th Marines, he par- 
ticipated in the expedition to Iceland, and later saw 
extensive action in the South Pacific, seeing service 
in New Zealand, Guadalcanal, the New Hebrides, 
Bougainville, Guam and Iwo Jima. For meritorious 
service, Sergeant Jones received decorations de- 
noting participation in all of these campaigns, in 
addition to a medal for proficiency in operation of 
the machine gun. On November 14, 1945, he received 
an honorable discharge at Oakland, California. His 
wife is Birdell R. Jones. 


3.—S/Sgt. Arvin Lawayne Hobbs, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. P. B. Hobbs, of Crossett, was born at Crossett, 
Arkansas, August 27, 1922. He received his educa- 
tion at Crossett High School and entered the Army 
on February 11, 1941. Sergeant Hobbs received his 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and 
later attended an Army Air Force Technical School. 
He spent three years in the United States with the 
2nd Air Force and was then sent to England, serving 
as a noncommissioned officer. Overseas 21 months, 
he received the Good Conduct Medal, the American 
Defense Service Ribbon and the European Theater 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on December 
3, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


4.—Pfe. Troy A. Akers, son of Emrie Kathrine and 
Robert Clark Akers of Hamburg, Arkansas, was 
born in Beech Creek, Arkansas. He attended Wil- 
mot Grade School and Hamburg High School. Enter- 
ing the Army Quartermaster Corps July 16, 1942, 
he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and attended service school at Cheyene, 
Wyoming. He departed March 17, 1943, for Anchor- 
age, Alaska, and remained overseas for two years 
and seven months. After being honorably discharged 
in November 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 
returned to Bastrop, Louisiana, where he lives with 
his wife, Merle, and their child. 


5.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c Frank Etter Grimes, son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Leon Grimes, was 
born at Dermott, Arkansas, on March 22, 1913. He 
attended Halley School, after which he was engaged 
as a carpenter. He entered the Navy Seabees Janu- 
ary 16, 1945, and received boot training at Davis- 
ville, Rhode Island, specializing as heavy equipment 
operator. He departed from the United States May 
15, 1945, for Guam, attached to the 2nd Spec. 28th 
Regt., 17th Spec., for seven months’ overseas service. 
Mate Grimes was honorably discharged on Novem- 
ber 24, 1945, at Memphis, and returned to Portland, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Bernice, 
and their children. 


6.—T/4 James W. Toler, Jr., son of Mrs. J. W. 
Toler of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Crossett 
on April 14, 1925. He completed his education at 






7.—T/4 Robert O. Courson, son of Mr. and Mrs. — 
Homer Courson, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, 
November 25, 1920. He attended the Crossett schools 
and then was employed as an electrician’s helper in 
the paper mill. He entered the Army, Quartermaster 
Corps, July 9, 1942. He received his basic training 
at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. After four months 
in the United States he was sent to the China- 
Burma-India theater with a Q.M. Corps unit and 
served for 35 months as a driver of two and four- 
ton trucks. He drove an average of 100 miles per 
day over mountains and deserts, hauling supplies, 
gasoline and ammunition over the Burma and Ledo 
roads and made all equipment repairs on the road 
when necessary. He was awarded the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. Ser- 
geant Courson was honorably discharged on Septem- 
ber 20, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives 
with his wife, Carolyn, and their child. 


8.—T/5 Robert C. Akers, son of Emrie Kathrine 
and Robert Clark Akers of Hamburg, Arkansas, was 
born October 1, 1903, in Beech Creek, Arkansas. He 
attended Wilmot Grade and High School, after- 
wards being employed as clerk in a store, school 
bus driver, farmer, and telephone exchange operator 
and maintenance worker. Entering the Signal Corps 
July 10, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and attended Midwestern Signal 
School, qualifying as wire chief and chief operator. 
Corporal Akers served for nearly a year in the 
United States and was honorably discharged April 
13, 1943, at Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Salina, 
Kansas. He lives in Parkdale, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Faye. 


9.—Aviation Cadet James Uriah Walker, Jr., was 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Uriah Walker, Sr., 
of Crossett, Arkansas. He was born in Crossett on 
April 3, 1923, and received his education at Crossett 
High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College. 
He entered the Army Air Corps February 20, 1943, 
and was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic 
training. He later went to Centenary College at 
Shreveport, Louisiana, for a part of his training as 
a fighter pilot. This young soldier lost his life on 
March 4, 1944, in a plane crash at Eagle Pass, Texas, 
Army Air Field. At the time of his death he had 
served 13 months in the Air Corps. He is survived 
by his parents. 


10.—Sgt. Ervin Burman Jones, son of Mrs. Zadie 
Lorene Jones of Portland, Arkansas, was born at 
Yuma, Arizona, September 8, 1923. He attended 
Portland High School and entered the Marine Corps 
May 27, 1941. After boot training at Marine Corps 
Base, San Diego, California, he attended the San 
Diego Sea School, where he qualified for administra- 
tive work and anti-aircraft gunnery. In September, 
1941, he accompanied his unit to Pearl Harbor, where 
he was wounded in the Japanese attack on December 
7, 1941. He also served on Midway Island. Sergeant 
Jones returned to this country in May, 1943. He 
went overseas a second time in October, 1943, and 
served in Hawaii and Samoa and participated in 
the battles of Tarawa, Eniwetok, Saipan, Iheya 
Shima, Apamama, Okinawa and Guam. Holder of 
the Purple Heart, the Marine Corps Good Conduct 
Medal and campaign ribbons and service stars de- 
noting his battle participations, he was honorably 
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11.—Pfe. J. B. Courson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Courson, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, November 
29, 1922. He received his education by attending 
Crossett High School, after which he was employed 
as pipefitter’s helper at Crossett Paper Mill. Enter- 
ing the Army Medical Corps February 26, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, and 
Camp Maxey, Texas, and New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and by attending Drivers’ School qualified for am- 
bulance and truck driver. After training in the 
United States for 10 months, Private Courson was 
sent to Europe where he participated in Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
European campaigns, afterwards serving seven 
months with the Army of Occupation. He was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and one 
Silver Star. Returning to the United States Decem- 
ber 16, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 12, 1946. He lives in Crossett 
with his wife, Arline. 


13.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Franklyn Grayson Ever- 
ett, son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Everett of Parkdale, 
Arkansas, was born February 3, 1923. He attended 
Parkdale High School, later engaging in farming. 
He entered military service in the Navy on Decem- 
ber 15, 1941. He received his boot training at San 
Diego, California, and after two months in this 
country was sent overseas and served with the 
Navy in the Pacific area. Overseas 44 months, he 
participated in the Philippine campaign and many 
other engagements in the vast expanse of the Paci- 
fic. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, the 
American Theater Ribbon and the Navy Good Con- 
duct Medal, he was honorably discharged November 
6, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Dorothy 
Everett. 


13.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c Claude Everett, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Everett, was born at Parkdale, 
Arkansas, December 13, 1924. He attended Park- 
dale High School and then engaged in farming. 
Mate Everett entered the Navy December 15, 1941. 
He received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and later qualified for service as a signalman and 
gunner by attendance at specialized schools. Over- 
seas 45 months, he served as a gunner’s mate in 
the American, European-African-Middle Eastern, 
and Asiatic-Pacific theaters. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the 
European Theater Ribbon, American Theater Rib- 
bon and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably 
discharged November 20, 1945, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. 


14.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c Glee Emil Huff, Jr., son of 
Glee and Hazel Huff of Crossett, Arkansas, was 
born at Little Rock, Arkansas, May 5, 1923. He 
attended Crossett High School and entered the Navy 
on October 23, 1943. He later was assigned to the 
Gunnery School and completed gunners training 
there. He served with the Armed Guard aboard 
merchant ships and his ship, the S.S.:Cerno Sebastian 
was sunk off the Coast of Africa by enemy action. 
Mate Huff survived 17 days in an open lifeboat and 
finally reached the coast of South Africa. He later 
served in the South Pacific theater and won the 
Purple Heart for wounds suffered in action. Over- 
seas more than three years, he was serving on the 
S.S. Tonklin MeVeagh at the time he was released 
for discharge. He was honorably discharged at 
Millington, Tennessee, on November 19, 1945. He 
is also the holder of the Good Conduct Medal and 
five Battle Stars. : 


15.—Seaman 1/e Deryl Elwyn Huff is the son of 
Glee and Hazel Huff of Crossett, Arkansas, where 
he was born April 9, 1926. He was educated at 
Crossett High School and entered the Navy on 
October 28, 1944. Upon completion of his boot 
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16.—T/4 Joe V. Hightower, son of Gwendolyn and 
Norwood Daniel Hightower, was born December | 
1907, in New Edinburg, Arkansas. He atten 
Warren Grade and High Schools. Entering th 
Medical Department September 3, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and at-_ 
tended Bakers’ and Cooks’ School, qualifying as — 
cook. After serving a year in the United States with | 
the 14th General Hospital and the 303rd Station 
Hospital, Sergeant Hightower departed September 
4, 1943, for England, and the European Theater of 
Operations. He served overseas for more than two 
years and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged by the 22nd General Hospital, 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 22, 1945, he 
returned to Warren, Arkansas. 


17.—S/Sgt. William H. Hightower, son of Eula and 
William Herbert Hightower, was born March 1, 1925, 
in Jerome, Arkansas. He attended Crossett High 
School. Entering the Quartermaster Corps June 17, 
1943, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, qualifying as salvage repair noncommis- 
sioned officer. After serving five months in the 
United States, Sergeant Hightower departed No- 
vember 1, 1943, for Trinidad, and served overseas 
for more than two years. Among other decorations, 
he received the Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged February 24, 1946, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Crossett. 


18.—Fireman 2/c Max Hightower, son of Gwendolyn 
and Norwood Daniel Hightower, was born January 
20, 1922, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended War- 
ren Grade and High School. Entering the Navy 
(V-6, U.S.N.R.) September 10, 1942, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and qualified. 
as fireman, second class. After serving 10 months 
in the United States, he departed June 30, 1943, for 
the Pacific Theater of Operations, and served over- 
seas more than a year in the Pacific, Atlantic, and 
Asiatic-American theaters. After being honorably 
discharged July 19, 1944, at Ft. Worth, Texas, he 
returned to Warren. 


19.—T/5 James Thomas Shell, son of Ella and 
Oscar Shell, was born January 14, 1914, in Fordyce, 
Arkansas. He attended Grapevine High School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Army December 21, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying as field 
lineman and as marksman with the M-1 rifle. He 
served in the United States for three years with 
the 747th A.A.A. A.W. Bn. and was awarded one 
Service Stripe, American Campaign Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged March 7, 1946, at 
Camp Grant, Illinois, he returned to Pine Bluff, 
where he lives with his wife, Mary Frances, and 
their child. 


20.—Shipfitter 2/c Jules R. Hightower, son of 
Gwendolyn and Norwood Daniel Hightower, was 
born August 14, 1918, in Warren, Arkansas. He 
attended Warren Grade and High School, after- 
wards being engaged as a welder. Entering the 
Navy January 23, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, qualifying as shipfitter. After 
serving seven months in the United States with 
S.L.C.U. No. 34, he departed August 25, 1944, for 
Ulithi, and served overseas in the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater of Operations for more than a year. After 
being honorably discharged January 8, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Warren, Arkan- 
sas. 



















A s eons 
id was wounded July 21, 
Pendergrass passed away July 27, 

of the wounds. He was awarded the 
i ‘ic Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
Purple Heart, posthumously. 


man 1/ec Ralph Hampton Webb, son of Mar- 

aret Estelle Webb of Hamburg, Arkansas, was born 
Lawson, Arkansas, October 26, 1925. He com- 

pleted his education at Portland High School, Port- 

land, Arkansas, and entered the Navy July 7, 1943. 
Seaman Webb served his boot training at San Diego, 
California, and then attended the Anti-aircraft Gun- 

_ nery School. He was sent to New Caledonia in Oc- 
tober, 1943, and served there until he was returned 
to this country and assigned to sea duty. Overseas 
_a total of 23 months, he has served on New Cale- 
donia, in the Solomon Islands and saw action 
at the battle for Okinawa. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, December 17, 1945. 







3.—Seaman 1/c Clarence Lee Morrison is the son 
of Mrs. Rolfe Nobles of Crossett, Arkansas, where 
he was born January 27, 1926. He attended the 
Crossett High School before entering the Navy on 
March 20, 1944. After completing his boot training 
at San Diego, California, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater in May, 1944. Overseas 17 months, 
he took part in the Marianas, Western Carolines, 
Leyte, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa campaigns and won 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. 
Seaman Morrison is still in the Naval service and 
expects to be discharged May 15, 1946, at San 
Diego, California. 


4.—Coxswain Curtis Andrew Pendergrass, son of 
Minie Lee Pendergrass, was born June 7, 1927, in 
Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Crossett High 
School. Entering the Navy September 22, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. Cox- 
swain Pendergrass departed in January 1944, for a 
year and 11 months of overseas duty and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Okinawa, Subic Bay, 
Leyte, and Luzon. He was awarded five Battle 
Stars. After being honorably discharged January 
14, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
Crossett, where he lives with his wife, Mary Frances. 


5.—Cpl. Lavelle Crawford Webb, son of Mrs. Mar- 
garet Elizabeth Webb of Hamburg, Arkansas, was 

/  pborn.at Lawson, Arkansas, July 27, 1922. He at- 

tended Cathings (Mississippi) High School and 

enlisted in the Marine Corps August 7, 1940. He 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
sailed with his unit for Midway Island on June 30, 
1941, and engaged in the struggle there with the 
Japanese early in the war. Returning to the United 
States March 13, 1943, he again sailed for the South 
Pacific theater on January 26, 1944, and saw exten- 
sive action in the campaigns of Saipan, Tinian and 
Okinawa. He was praraad the Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting the engage- 
ments in which he participated, the American De- 
fense Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. 
He served with distinction successively as an anti- 
aircraft machine gunner (October 10, 1940, to Feb- 
ruary 20, 1943), with an M.P. company (May 12, 
1943, to October, 1943) and with the Infantry. 
Corporal Webb was honorably discharged October 
26, 1945, at San Diego, California. 
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7.—S/Sgt. Doyle W. Scarlett, son of Albion Russell 
Scarlett of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Spark- 
man, Arkansas, August 16, 1920. He was educated 
at Crossett High School and was an inspector at 
the Crossett Paper Mills before entering the military 
service January 27, 1942. Assigned to the Army 
Air Forces, he served basic training at Will Rogers 
Field, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. In May 1943, he 
was sent with his unit, the 673rd Air Material Sqdn., 
to England. Overseas a total of 26 months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon, the Good 
Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Citation and the 
Air Medal. He was honorably discharged at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, October 28, 1945. His wife is 
the former Melba Jean Johnson. 


8.—Pfe. Clifton A. Pendergrass, son of Mrs. Dewit 
Henry Pendergrass, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, 
February 12, 1925. He attended high school and 
worked at a saw mill later. He entered the Army on 
June 25, 1941, and received basic training at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He attended an Armorer’s 
School after completing basic training. He landed 
in Australia on January 31, 1942, attached to the 
450th Ordnance Bn., and spent more than 39 months 
in the Asiatic-Pacific, Papuan and Philippine thea- 
ters. He received a Medal for Marksmanship, the 
Presidential Citation with three Oak Leaf Clusters 
and campaign ribbons denoting the campaigns in 
which he served. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, June 26, 1945. His wife 
is Melba Jean Pendergrass. 


9.—Sgt. Marion A. Davis, son of Sarah and Albert 
Davis, was born June 17, 1909, in Guyman, Okla- 
homa, moving to Arkansas in 1937. He attended 
Elkhart, Kansas, High School, afterwards being 
engaged as service station operator and grocery 
clerk. Entering the Army Air Forces September 
24, 1942, he received basic training at Blytheville 
Air Base and attended A.A.F, Technical School at 
Chanute Field, Illinois, and Amarillo, Texas, quali- 
fying as airplane mechanic and A.A.F. technician. 
Sergeant Davis served for more than two years In 
the United States and departed November 29, 1944, 
for the Western Pacific Theater of Operations, re- 
maining overseas for nearly a year. He was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacifie Thea- 
ter Ribbon, one Bronze Service Star, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged November 22, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Crossett, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Hazel Virginia. 


10.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c Walter Thomas Webb, son 
of Mrs. Margaret Estelle Webb, was born November 
5, 1924, in Lawson, Arkansas. He attended Port- 
land, Arkansas, School. Entering the Navy Novem- 
ber 10, 1943, he received basic training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Landing Craft School, 
qualifying as boat coxswain and gunner’s mate. 
Mate Webb departed April 16, 1944, for Saipan, 
Guam, Leyte, and Luzon, and remained overseas 
more than a year and a half, participating In four 
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12.—Watertender 3/c Joseph Coolidge Rodgers, son 
of Louannie Ford and Thomas Bradford Rodgers, 
was born February 1, 1924, in Crossett, Arkansas. 
He attended Hamburg High School and received a 
machinists’ Course with N.Y.A., El Dorado, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Naval Reserve November 29, 
- 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
' fornia, qualifying as watertender. He departed Feb- 
ruary 17, 19438, for duty in the North Atlantic and 
or April 15, 1943, was sent to the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations. He was awarded Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged April 3, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Crossett. 


13.—Chief Torpedoman William Ford Rodgers, son 
of Louannie Ford and Thomas Bradford Rodgers, 
was born June 6, 1915, in Hamburg, Arkansas. He 
entered the Navy June 9, 1934, and received his 
boot training in San Diego, California. He served 
in the European Theater of Operations, and also 
in the Pacific theater and is still in the service, 
being an instructor in a torpedo school. His wife, 
Willie Joe, lives in Hamburg. 


14.—Cpl. Osborne Roscoe Morgan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William L. Morgan, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, 
on October 8, 1922. He attended Crossett High 
School and then engaged in public utilities work 
prior to entering the Army Air Force on November 
27, 1942. He was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, for basic training and later to Atlanta, 
Georgia, for specialized training as an automotive 
mechanic. After 11 months in this country, Corporal 
Morgan was sent to the European Theater of Oper- 
ations and during the two years he served overseas 
he received the European Theater Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the Good Con- 

duct Medal. He was honorably discharged on No- 

vember 20, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 


15.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Crawford Franklin Mor- 
gan, son of Mr. and Mrs. William L. Morgan of 
Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Bastrop, Louisiana, 
December 29, 1917. He attended Crossett High 
School and then worked as a clerk with a railroad, 
paper mill and general store. Entering the service 
on December 9, 1942, as a member of the Navy 
Seabees, he received training at Camp Perry, Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia. After only five months in the 
United States he was shipped to New Caledonia. 
He spent 28 months overseas and took part in the 
invasion of Guam. He received the American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and four 
Unit Citations. He was honorably discharged on 
October 11, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife 
is Annis Jones Morgan. 


16.—Set. Billie J. Hearnsberger, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. é. R. Hearnsberger of Crossett, Arkansas, 
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17.—F light Officer Selby B. Strebeck, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. S. Strebeck, was born October 29, 1924, 
at Enterprise, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 
1933. He graduated from Crossett High School and 
attended Ouachita College, afterwards being em- 
ployed in drafting. Entering the Air Corps May, 
1943, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, qualifying as pilot. He served for more 
than two years in the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged September 13, 1945, at Camp Chaf- 
fee. His home is in Crossett. 


18.—Cpl. Hayden L. Holland, son of Alvah L. 
and Geneva M. Holland, was born at Springtown, 
Arkansas, April 28, 1919. He attended Siloam 
Springs Schools, Dyess High School and North 
Little Rock High School. Corporal Holland entered 
the Army April 21, 1944, and received his basic 
training at Camp Hood, Texas. He later attended 
Clerks’ Service School at Camp Barkeley, Texas. 
After serving one year with a hospital ship platoon 
he departed from the United States for Europe, 
March 25, 1945. While in the service he received 
the American Theater Ribbon, European Theater 
Ribbon, the Good Conduct Ribbon and World War 
II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
November 3, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. He 
lives at Crossett with his wife, Althea Garrett Hol- 
land, and their children. 


19.—Set. Donald E. Holland, son of Alvah L. and 
Geneva M. Holland, was born June 4, 1922, at Gentry. 
Arkansas. He received his education at Siloam 
Springs Schools and Dyess High School. On Janu- 
ary 8, 19438, he entered the Army Air Corps and 
was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic train- 
ing. He later attended Chemical Welfare Service 
School at Herbert Smart, Georgia, where he spe- 
cialized as a mechanic. On August 8, 1948, he left 
the United States and participated in three major 
battles in the North African theater area. He was 
awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bon with three Bronze Battle Stars, the Good 
Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, Meri- 
torious Unit Award and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. Sergeant Holland was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 17, 1945. He 
lives in Crossett with his wife, Ethelene May, and 
their children. 


20.—Segt. Bill Gene Holland, son of Alvah L. and 
Geneva M. Holland of Crossett, Arkansas, was born 
at Gentry, Arkansas, January 6, 1924. He attended 
the Siloam Springs schools and Dyess High School 
before entering the military service February 11, 
1943. Sergeant Holland served his basic training 
at St. Petersburg, Florida, and then attended the 
Medical School at El Paso, Texas. He became a 
medical technician and after two years in this 
country was sent to the European theater in Feb- 
ruary, 1945. Overseas a total of 13 months, he took 
part in the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns and earned the European Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. He was 
returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, April 1, 
1946. His wife is the former Rosemary Grant. 
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1.—Sgt. Horace J. Dodd, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. G. 
Dodd of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at Crossett 
on November 12, 1918. He attended the Crossett 
schools and was employed at the Crossett Paper 
Mill until entering the military service on March 
23, 1942. Sergeant Dodd completed his basic train- 


ing at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and served in this— 


country until March, 1944, when he was sent to the 
European Theater of Operations. He was captured 
by the Germans on July 23, 1944, after taking part 
in the D-Day invasion of France. He remained a 
prisoner until January 30, 1945. Returning to the 
United States in April, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, in November, 
1945. His wife is the former Joyce Ware. 


2.—Radioman 3/c Arthur Wood Andrews, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Andrews, was born May 18, 
1926, in Crossett, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Crossett High School. Entering the Navy May 25, 
1944, he received boot training at Camp Wallace, 
Texas, and attended Naval Training Radio School 
at Indianapolis, Indiana, qualifying as radio oper- 
ator. Radioman Andrews served in the United 
States for nearly two years and was _ honorably 
discharged March 19, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He lives in Crossett. 


3.—Pfe. Chester Franklin Anders, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William M. Anders, was born August 28, 1923, 
in Crossett, Arkansas. He attended Hamburg, Ar- 
kansas, High Schooi, afterwards being employed as 
service station attendant. Entering the Marine 
Corps April 21, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and qualified as rifleman, 
receiving Expert Rifleman’s Badge June 8, 1944. 
He departed from the United States August 14, 1944, 
for Saipan and Japan and remained overseas for 
a year and seven months. He participated in the 
Okinawa campaign and spent four months with the 
Army of Occupation. Private Anders was awarded 
Presidential Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 5, 1946, at Camp Pendleton, Califor- 
nia, he returned to Crossett, where he lives with his 
wife, Thomasene, and their child. 


4.—Cpl. Carlos Dodd is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. G. Dodd of Crossett, Arkansas. Born at Cros- 
sett on November 28, 1909, he was educated in the 
Crossett Public Schools and was employed by the 
Crossett Lumber Company until entering the Army 
Medical Corps January 29, 1942. After completing 
basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he served two 
years in this country before being sent to the Euro- 
pean theater in February, 1944. Overseas 22 months, 
he took part in the D-Day invasion of France and 
in the fighting of the Ardennes campaign. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle 
Stars, he served seven months with the Army of 
Occupation of Germany and was honorably dis- 
charged in New Jersey in December, 1945. His 
wife is the former Evelyn Mazzeo. 


5.—Segt. Johnie Lee Andrews, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. L. Andrews, was born June 5, 1913, in Crossett, 
Arkansas. He graduated from Crossett High School 
in 1930, afterwards being employed as a paper 
mill worker. Entering the Army Air Force Novem- 
ber 4, 1942, he received basic training at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, and attended Air Force Welding 
School at Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as 
aircraft welder. After serving for 10 months with 
the 81st Airborne Sqdn. in the United States, Ser- 
geant Andrews departed August 20, 1943, for Eng- 
land. Overseas more than two years, he participated 
in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe, and the air offensive 
over Europe. He was awarded five Bronze Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably 
discharged December 3, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to Crossett, where he lives 
with his wife, Rachel. 
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in this country, Sergeant Yelvington arrived in 

European Theater of Operations and took p. 

the general air offensives in Europe, including 
Normandy, Ardennes and Rhineland campaigi 
During the 13 months overseas service he vy 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
Battle Stars and the Air Medal with 11 Oak Leaf 
Clusters. Returning to the United States, he was 
honorably discharged on August 8, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. “ 


7.—Pfe. Harry Grant, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
T. Grant, was born at Crossett on June 4, 1914. 
He attended the Crossett schools and afterwards 
was employed by the Crossett Lumber Co. Entering 
military service on March 10, 1943, he received his 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and at 
Camp Maxey, Texas. After nine months in this 
country, Private Grant arrived in the European 
Theater of Operations with his unit, the 38th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqdn. (Mechanized). Over- 
seas 23 months, he participated in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns as an 81 M.M. mortar gunner. 
Holder of the Good Conduct Medal and European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, he was 
honorably discharged October 27, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and returned to Crossett where 
he lives with his wife, Eunice Irene, and their 
family. 


8.—Pfe. Roland Dodd is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. G. Dodd of Crossett, Arkansas, where he was 
born October 25, 1928. He attended the Crossett 
Public Schools and was employed at the Crossett 
Lumber Company before entering the military 
service in November, 1942. Assigned to the Field 
Artillery, he completed his basic training at Camp 
Howze, Texas, and Camp Claibourne, Louisiana. 
Private Dodd served two years in the United States 
and was sent to the European theater in September, 
1944. Overseas 16 months, he saw action in the 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaign 
and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on January 30, 1946. 


9.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/e Earl C. Fleming, 
Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl C. Fleming 
of Crossett, Arkansas, where he was born on Sep- 
tember 22, 1943. He was educated in the Crossett 
Public Schools and entered the Navy December 7, 
1942. After completing boot training at San Diego, 
California, he attended Specialist’s Schools at Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, and Memphis, Tennessee. Mate 
Fleming served in this county until he was sent 
to the Hawaiian Islands in July, 1944. Overseas 19 
months, he was returned to the United States and 
was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, California, 
February 8, 1946. 


10.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c William Harnel Degges, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Degges, was born April 
5, 1920, in Hamburg, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Hamburg High School in 1938, afterwards being 
employed as paper mill worker. Entering the Navy 
April 21, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Basic Engineering 
School at Gulfport, Mississippi. Mate Degges served 
for four months in the United States before depart- 
ing August 19, 1944, for the Pacific Theater of 
Operations, where he remained for a year and a 
half. After being honorably discharged April 2, 
1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to 
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11.—1st/Sgt. Roy K. Hall, pate Mr. and Tae — 


Homer T. Hall, was born February 4, 1921, in Lo- 
noke County, Arkansas. He attended Cabot High 
School, afterwards being engaged as truck driver. 
Entering the Coast Artillery September 15, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Hulen, "Texas, 
qualifying as sharpshooter. He served for more 
than a year in the United States with the 202nd 
A.A.A. (A.W.) Bn., departing November 24, 1943, 
for the Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas 
more than two years, he participated in the New 
Guinea and Southern Philippine campaign and was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, and Bronze Service Arrowhead. 
He was honorably discharged February 1, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, reenlisting on that same date. His 
home is in Cabot, Arkansas. 


12.—Pfe. Levi White, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
White of Fountain Hill, Arkansas, was born at 
Lacey, Arkansas, on February 5, 1928. After at- 
tending Drew Central School, he entered the Army 
on March 2, 1943. He was sent to Camp Wolters, 
Texas, for his Infantry basic training. After six 
months in the United States, he arrived overseas in 
North Africa in September, 1948. During the next 
12 months he participated in the battles of Mt. 
Pontanio, Casino, Anzio and in the Rome-Arno cam- 
paign. Wounded twice, he is holder of the Purple 
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge, European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
on November 26, 1944, at Foster General Hospital, 
Jackson, Mississippi. His wife is Evelyn White. 


13.—Pvt. Wayne White, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. 
White of Route 1, Fountain Hill, Arkansas, was 
born March 19, 1926. He attended Monticello Pub- 
lic Schools and is a graduate of Drew Central High 
School. He assisted his father in farming before 
entering the service. He entered the Army, Infantry 
branch, June 12, 1944. No further information re- 
garding the service record of Private White was 
furnished. 


14.—T/4 Vernon H. Harrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert M. Harrison of Hamburg, Arkansas, was 
born at Hamburg on April 3, 1920. He attended 
Hamburg High School and Capitol. City Business 
College in Little Rock, Arkansas. He was later 
employed in the statistical and accounting depart- 
ments of the Crossett Paper Mills. He entered the 
service June 2, 1942, and received his basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He served for 22 
months in the Demolition Corps and later in the 
Signal Corps for 18 months, training at the Eastern 
Signal Corps Specialist Schools, qualifying as a 
cryptographic technician and message center chief. 
He served as a member of the 4031st Signal Service 
Company and was honorably discharged at Ft. Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey on September 20, 1945. 


15.—Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Vernon Lawrence Amos, 
son of Willie Frank and Fannie E. Amos, was born 
at Hamburg, Arkansas, October 2, 1923. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Hamburg schools 
after which he was employed in farming and timber 
work. He entered the Navy on November 27, 1942, 
and was sent to San Diego, California, for boot 
training. He was assigned to troop transport duty 
in the Asiatic-Pacific theater, serving for over three 
years and participating in eight battles. He also 
spent four months with the occupational troops. 
He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, January 9, 1946. 


16.—Pfe. John McCoy Knight, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin T. Knight of Hamburg, Arkansas, was born 
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17.—1st Lt. Norman M. Wells, Jr., son of Moe m = 
M. Wells of Hamburg, Arkansas, was born re 
Monticello, Arkansas, June 138, 1921. He eoendant 
Hamburg High School and Arkansas A. & M. College 
at Monticello before entering military service with 
the National Guard in January, 1941. He was sent 
to Alaska in August, 1941, and took part part in 
the defense of Dutch Harbor against Japanese 
planes June 6, 1942. Returning to this country, he > 
became a flying cadet and trained at Ontario, Cali- 
fornia, Santa Ana, California, and Luke Field, Ari- 
zona. He was commissioned as a pilot on August 13, 
1943, and became an instructor and pilot of radar 
planes. Lieutenant Wells is now on active service 
at Bakersfield, California. His wife is the former 
Jeanne Parmalee Taylor. 


18.—Pvt. Isaac T. Norrell, son of Mrs. Jessie W. 
Norrell, was born at Fountain Hill, Arkansas, Oc- 
tober 23, 1917. He attended the Fountain Hill 
schools and later was employed in a laundry in 
Fountain Hill. He entered the Army on October 
5, 1944, and was sent to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
for his basic training. After several months’ service, 
Private Norrell was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 7, 1945. He lives 
A his wife, Inez, and their child, in Fountain 
ill. 


19.—T/5 Norwood N. Hill is the son of Sally Jane 
Hill and the husband of Carrie Hill of Hamburg, 
where he was born on February 25, 1912. Educated 
at Hamburg High School, he was employed as an 
auto mechanic until entering the military service 
in April, 1944. After serving his basic training 
period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he went to the 
Mt. Rainer Ordnance Depot at Tacoma, Washing- 
ton, for special training as a carbureation and igni- 
tion mechanic and then served in this country with 
the 384th Ordnance HM Co. (Tk.). Arriving in the 
European theater in February, 1945, he served 
10 months overseas with the 3560th Ordnance HAM 
Co. He saw action during the Central Europe 
campaign and was transferred to the 36th Infantry 
Division for the trip back to the United States. He 
was honorably discharged on December 28, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


20.—Boatswain’s Mate 1/e William Waldo Dodson, 
son of Mrs. Roxie M. Dodson of Hamburg, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Deroche, Arkansas, May 3, 1920. 
He attended the Hickory Grove schools. He en- 
listed in the Navy on October 28, 1940, and re- 
ceived his boot training at San Diego, California. 
He later attended Cargo Handling School in New 
York City. During the four and one-half years he 
served overseas he participated in the Russian con- 
voy operations, the occupation of North Africa, 
raids on Norway, the occupation of Spitsbergen, 
the Leyte Gulf and Okinawa operations, the bomb- 
ardment of the mainland of Japan and later oc- 
cupation of Japan. Mate Dodson served successively 
on the U.S.S. Philadelphia, U.S.S. Fitch, U.S.S. 
Sierra, U.S.S. Heerman, and the U.S.S Taussig. He 
is the holder of the American Defense Ribbon with 
bronze “A,” American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the Victory Ribbon and a special Letter of Com- 
mendation. His enlistment expired on October 28, 
1946. 
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/Sgt. Huey S. Brooks, son of Mrs. Jessie 
iB yoks, was born at Fountain Hill, Arkansas, Feb- 
ruary 12, 1917. He graduated from Fountain Hill 
‘High School and attended Arkansas A. & M. Col- 
lege at Monticello. He enlisted in the Medical Corps 
on January 31, 1942, and received his basic training 
at Ft. Riley, Kansas, and Ft. Custer, Michigan. 
After training in the United States for three and 
a half months, he departed on May 18, 1942, for 

Australia and served in the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
for three years. Among other decorations he re- 
ceived a Marksmanship Medal. He was honorably 
discharged October 12, 1945, at Billings General 
Hospital, Ft. Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. 








3.—Pvt. J. W. Tucker, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Tucker of Hamburg, Arkansas, was born March 14, 
1928, at Crossett, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation in Hamburg Public Schools and was employed 

by Crossett Lumber Company at Crossett. He 
entered the Army Air Corps February 26, 1948. No 
further information regarding the service record of 
Private Tucker was furnished. 


4.—Pfce. Leroy Burchfield, Jr., son of Leroy and 
Ophelia Jordan Burchfield, was born July 30, 1924, 
at Crossett, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Crossett Public Schools. Entering the 
Engineer Corps June 1, 1948, he received basic 
training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming. After training 
over four months attached to 355th Combat En- 
' gineers, he departed October 21, 1948, for the Eu- 
ropean theater where he served in Normandy, 
| Northern France, Ardennes, and Rhineland cam- 
' paigns. He received Rifle Marksmanship Medal 
July 21, 1943, and was awarded World War II Vic- 
' tory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, European-African- 
- Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four Bronze 
Stars, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon, and Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon. Returning to the United 
' States January 20, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, January 26, 1946. 


5.—Pfc. Claudell Martin, son of Mrs. Della Martin, 
was born at Hamburg on August 1200191450 He 
| attended the Warren (Arkansas) schools. He was 
employed by the Arkansas Power and Light Com- 
pany and the Kaiser Shipyards at Richmond, Cali- 
fornia, prior to entering military service on May 
20; 1948. He received his basic Infantry training 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, and after six months in 
this country was sent to the European theater. 
Overseas eight months, he participated in the North- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns and was 
- awarded the Expert Rifleman’s Badge, Combat In- 
- fantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart, European Theater 
| Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. Private Martin was seriously wounded 
- in Germany and was returned to this country, where 
he received an honorable discharge from the Wil- 
liam Beaumont General Hospital, El Paso, Texas, on 
September 21, 1945. He and his wife, Elizabeth, are 
the parents of three children. 
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7.—S/Sgt. Alphus E. Harris, son of Mr. and Mr 
E. L. Harris, was born February 23, 1919, at Cie. 
sett, Arkansas. He graduated from the Crossett 
High School in 1937 and was employed as condenser 
room operator for the power company there. He 
entered the Army Air Corps and Armored Force on 
September 2, 1941. He received basic training at 
Brooks Field, Texas, and was attached to the 53rd 
Base Squadron, when he left the United States, May 
10, 1943. He arrived in Burma and participated in 
the North Burma and Central Burma campaigns 
with the 1st Provisional Tank Group. He was also 
detailed as instructor in the Chinese Army. After 
two and a half years’ overseas service he returned 
to the United States. He was awarded ribbons for 
the campaigns he served in. Sergeant Harris re- 
ceived his honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, October 29, 1945. His wife is Margie 
Nelms Harris. 


8.—Ist/Set. Claudy I. Burchfield, son of Leroy and 
Ophelia Jordan Burchfield, was born January 30, 
1918, at Collins, Arkansas. He attended Crossett 
Public Schools, after which he was employed as a 
painter. Enlisting in the Armed Forces September 
2, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Monmouth, 
New Jersey. He served over three years in the 
United States attached to Co. F, 30th Cav. Recn. 
Sqdn., Mecz., departing January 19, 1945, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater. Sergeant Burchfield served 
over 11 months in Luzon, Southern Philippines, and 
was awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge, World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Theater’ Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. 
After serving three months with the Army of Oc- 
cupation, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 4, 1946. He lives in Crossett, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Virginia Ruth. 


9.—Seaman 2/c Simms McClintock, son of Mrs. 
Lily S. McClintock, was born July 10, 1927, in Lake 
Village, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High 
School, afterwards being employed as agent for 
the Arkansas Gazette for three years. Entering the 
Navy June 14, 1945, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Radar Oper- 
ator’s School, Class 16. Seaman McClintock de- 
parted December 13, 1946, for Shanghai, China, and 
is still in the service. His home is in Lake Village. 


10.—Pfe. Gerald H. Martin, son of Mrs. Della Mar- 
tin, was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, on July 18, 
1917. He received his education at the Warren and 
Fountain Hill schools and was later employed by 
the McDonald Construction Co. Private Martin 
entered the Medical Detachment of the Infantry, 
May 27, 1942, and was sent to Camp Grant, Illinois, 
for his basic training. After three months in the 
United States, he arrived in North Africa. Overseas 
88 months, he saw extensive action in the cam- 
paigns of Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Apen- 
nines and the Po Valley. Holder of the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with five 
Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal and several 
unit citations, he was honorably discharged on Sep- 
tember 29, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
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Ignatius Anthony Janes, son of Mr. and 
-. | 1k Janes, of Wilmot, Arkansas, was born 
at Rayville, Louisiana, October 17, 1918. He at- 
_ ended Wilmot High School and then was manager 
_ of Janes’ Store at Wilmot. He entered the service 
on November 30, 1943. He received his basic train- 
ing in the Quartermaster Corps at Camp Lee, Vir- 
fe and later attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ and 
N.C.O. Leadership Schools. Corporal Janes qualified 
for the Rifleman’s Marksmanship Medal while a 
member of the 57th Headquarters Co:, 10th Bn, at 
Camp Lee, and, after 23 months of service in the 
~ Quartermaster Corps as a cook, was honorably dis- 
charged October 27, 1945, at Camp Lee, Virginia. 
His wife is Dorothy Janes. 


13.—T/5 Floyd T. Locke, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Locke, was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, February 3, 
1923. He attended Wilmot High School and Arkan- 
sas A. & M. College prior to entering military 
service May 7, 1943. After basic training at Camp 
Grant, Illinois, he attended Medical Corps Surgical 
' School. After spending seven and one-half months 
| in the United States he arrived overseas with his 
unit and participated in the Northern France cam- 
paign. During his 22 months of overseas service, 
he was awarded a theater service ribbon with a 
Battle Star denoting his campaign engagements, the 
World War II Victory Ribbon and a Good Conduct 
Medal. ‘He was honorably discharged from the 
service on November 14, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 

















14.—Pfc. Lester Starling, son of Mrs. Ethel Starling, 
was born April 26, 1926, in Tillar, Arkansas. He 


\ attended Drew Central and Fountain Hill Schools, 


afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering 
the Army July 21, 1948, he received basic training 
at Camp Wallace, Texas, and Camp Claiborne, Lou- 
isiana, and attended Telephone School. He served 
with the Anti-aircraft forces, Infantry, and Quar- 
termaster Corps and qualified as ammunition bearer, 
being awarded Sharpshooter’s Medal and Combat 
Infantry Badge. Attached to the 84th Infantry 
Division, Private Starling departed September 21, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations, and 
remained overseas for a year and a half. He par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Europe, spending five months with the 
Army of Occupation, and he was awarded Victory 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European-Afri- 
ecan-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Bronze Stars, and Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged March 7, 1946, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home 
in Fountain Hill, Arkansas. 


15.—Pvt. C. T. Starling, son of Mrs. Ethel Starling, 
was born November 30, 1922, in Tillar, Arkansas. 
He attended Tillar, Montongo, Drew Central, and 
Fountain Hill Schools, afterwards being engaged 
in farming. Entering the Infantry November 15, 
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, he received basic training at Camp R 

3 a Wes . ." Pp Robinson 

1 egy qualifying as acting platoon sergeant. 
Private Starling ‘served for more than six months 

with Company D, 116th Infantry, in the United 

States, including a period of hospitalization. After 
being honorably discharged June 23, 1945, at Camp 
Robinson, he returned to Hamburg, Arkansas, where 
Be lives with his wife, Merle Janet, and their chil- 
ren. 





16.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Claude R. Kimbrell, whose 
guardian is Mrs. Bertha Atkin, was born December 
1, 1923, in Greenville, Mississippi, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1940. He attended Greenville and Parkdale, 
Arkansas, Public Schools. Entering the Navy Sea- 
bees May 11, 1942, he received boot training at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, and attended Operators’ School, 
qualifying as equipment operator. He departed 
August 5, 1942, for Iceland, and was later sent to 
the Pacific Theater of Operations, where he served 
at Tinian, Okinawa, and Pearl Harbor, during his 
31 months overseas. Mate Kimbrell participated 
in the battle of Okinawa and was honorably dis- 
charged December 14, 1945, in Memphis, Tennessee. 
He lives in Parkdale, Arkansas. 


17.—S/Set. Jessie W. Smith, godson of Mrs. Bertha 
Atkin, was born February 18, 1918, near Parkdale, 
Arkansas. He attended Parkdale, Arkansas, High 
School. Entering the Army Air Force September 
29, 1941, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and attended Allison Engine 
School, qualifying as engine mechanic. He departed 
in September 1941, for the European Theater of 
Operations, and remained overseas for two years. 
Sergeant Smith participated in campaigns of North 
Africa, Sicily, and Italy and the air offensive over 
Europe. He was awarded Unit Presidential Citation 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters. After being honorably 
discharged September 14, 1945, at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, he returned to his home in Parkdale. 


18.—Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Robert J. Kimbrell, whose 
guardian is Mrs. Bertha Atkin, was,born in Green- 
ville, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1940. He 
attended Greenville Public School and. -Parkdale, 
Arkansas, High School. Entering the Navy January 
31, 1941, he received boot training at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia. He served aboard the U.S.S. Vulcan and the 
U.S.S. Saturn at Bermuda. Mate Kimbrell is still 
in the service as tugboat operator in San Francisco 
Bay area. His wife is Mynona Teresa Kimbrell, and 
they have one child. 


19.—Pvt. James Edward Ashley, son of Mrs. Susie 
Ashley, was born November 10, 1923, at Chicot, 
Arkansas. He attended Chicot High School and after 
completing his education worked as a mechanic until 
his induction into the Army on April 21, 1944. He 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, and 
arrived with his Infantry unit in Italy December 
23, 1944. Private Ashley fought in the campaigns 
on the Italian front for two months and was killed 
in action March 5, 1945. He is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Hazel Margaret Ashley, and one child, who 
live at Eudora, Arkansas. 


20.—Pfc. John William Ashley, son of Susie Lee 
Ashley of Eudora, Arkansas, was born at Chicot, 
Arkansas, July 1, 1925. He attended the Eudora 
schools and was a mechanic and carpenter’s helper 
until entering the military service on October 25, 
1943. Private Ashley received his basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, and became a ward at- 
tendant in the Medical Corps. He served a total of 
one year and nine months of military service with 
the Medical Detachment of the 1928th Service Com- 
mand Unit. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Sharpshooter Medal for the rifle and anti- 
tank weapon, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, July 10, 1945. His wife is the 
former Betty Jean Wentworth. 
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THOMAS W. BRADHAM 


1st Lt. Thomas W. Bradham, son of D. A. and Minnie O. Bradham, was 
born June 25, 1918, at Warren, Arkansas. He graduated from Warren 
High School and Georgia Military Academy, and attended University 
of Arkansas (three years) and West Coast University, A.I.T.I., Los 
Angeles, California, where he graduated with degree of bachelor of aero- 
nautical engineering February 19, 1941. He was employed as aeronautical 
engineer for the North American Airplane Company, Dallas, Texas, before 
enlisting as a private on July 12, 1942. He was assigned to Aviation Cadet 
Detachment September 1, 1942, training at Chanute Field, Illinois, and 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut. After being commissioned 
second lieutenant in the Army Air Corps March 29, 1943, he departed 
April 23, 1943, for the Southwest Pacific. He was promoted to first lieu- 
tenant November 1, 1943, and served as group engineer, 823rd Bomber 
Group, at Port Morsby, New Guinea. Lieutenant Bradham left the base 
on February 2, 1944, in a Mitchell B-24 bomber which was lost with seven 
men aboard. He was a member of the Kappa Sigma fraternity, and of 
the Presbyterian church. He is survived by his parents, who live in Warren. 
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JAMES W. EARNEST 





Wesley Earnest, son of Virgie Lea and Albert S. Earnest, 
born at. Tinsman, Arkansas, January 10, 1915. He received his 
€ ucation by attending Warren High School and Marine Vocational Train- 
ing School. Prior to entering the Army, he was employed as magazine 


~ salesman, store salesman, census enumerator, and oil field and construction 


worker. Entering the Corps of Engineers at Camp Robinson on May 23, 
1942, he received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood and attended Mess 
Management School and Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. 
After serving almost two years with the 316th Engineers (C) Bn., 91st 
Div., he departed the United States April 1, 1944, for North Africa, and 
participated in Rome-Arno, North Apennines, and Po Valley campaigns. He 
also Spent three months with the Army of Occupation in Trieste area. He 
received Expert Rifleman and Sub-machine Gpn Medals. Captain Earnest 
was awarded Meritorious Service Unit Plaque with Star and Division 
Citation. His terminal leave expired March 27, 1946. He and his wife, 
Helen, reside at Warren, Arkansas. 





| Petty Officer 2/c Cecil Clement Cornett, son of Mrs. Jinnie Cornett, was 


born at New Edinburg, Arkansas, November 38, 1917. He received his 


| education by attending Kingsland, Arkansas, Public School, afterwards 


being engaged in truck driving. Entering the Navy March 9, 1944, he 
received boot training at Farragut, Idaho. After training in the United 
States eight months, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater and par- 
ticipated in two battles off Okinawa, the Philippine liberation, and the 


| occupation of Japan. He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, 


Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon. He ‘and his wife, Gressie Mae, and their children live in 





Warren, Arkansas. 





NOLAN L. WILLIAMS 


. Samuel Alfred Clanton, ; ; ; 
ae _ Arkansas, on February 23, 1911. He received his education at 


: : : ; Payee 
hools in Vick and following education was a farmer. He entere 
ec ireratt Corps and received his basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 





CECIL C. CORNETT 


Cpl. Nolan L. Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Williams, was born 
April 9, 1921, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended Warren Public 
Schools, and after graduating entered the Army August 17, 1941. Corporal 
Williams received basic training at Ft. McDowell, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, and served for two months with the Quartemaster Corps in the 
United States before departing October 17, 1941, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater of Operations. Overseas nearly four years, he participated in 
the battles of Bataan and Corregidor, Philippine Islands, being captured 
by the Japanese on May 6, 1942, and held prisoner until September 13, 
1945. He was awarded Presidential Citation with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Silver Star, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Philippine 
Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being 
honoraly discharged June 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his 
home in Warren, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Adeline. 


son of Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Clanton, was born 





In February, 1942, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands and remained _ 


‘| August, 1944. He again left the United States, January 1, 
ae Lae the 335th Infantry and remained in the European Theater of 
‘ations until May, 1945. He arrived in the United States May 29, mere 
/ holder of the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon wi 
one Battle Star, European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, American 
and the Purple Heart. Private Clanton received an honor- 


Operatio 


Defense Ribbon 


able discharge at Camp Chaffee, Ar 


/ js Carmen Clanton. 








kansas, on August 3, 1945. His wife ¥ p rok 


SAMUEL A. CLANTON 
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T/5 Jesse Brown Hamilton, son of Lola and Jesse Hamilton, was bor 
December 20, 1921, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended Warren Hig 
School. Entering the Army, Amphibian Engineers, January 20, 1943, he 
received basic training at Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, qualifying as motor- 
ized air compressor operator and expert rifle marksman. He served for 
a year in the United States with the 4th Engineer Amphibian Brigade and 
departed April 12, 1944, for the Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations. 
Overseas for a year and 10 months, he participated in campaigns of Aitape, 
New Guinea; Morotai, Dutch East Indies; Lingayen Gulf, Philippine 
Islands; and San Fernando, Philippines. He spent three months with the 
Army of Occupation and was awarded Battle Stars and Bronze Arrow- 
head. After being honorably discharged May 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 





JESSE B. HAMILTON 


Sgt. Nolan Barlowe Shirey, son of Mrs. Vera Johnson of Warren, Arkan- 
sas, was born March 2, 1924, at Dermott, Arkansas. Educated in the 
Warren Public Schools, he was employed at the Pine Bluff Arsenal until 
entering the military service February 19, 1943. Sergeant Shirey com- 
pleted his basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, and after attending 
Clerk’s School, he was sent to North Africa in August, 1943. Overseas 
more than 27 months, he took part in the fighting of the Naples-Foggia, 
Rome-Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley campaigns. He was awarded 
the Combat Infantryman Badge, European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, De- 
cember 3, 1945. He is married to the former. Reba Douglass. 


he returned to Warren, where he lives with his wife, Madalyn. 





NOLAN B. SHIREY 


Petty Officer 2/c J. D. Knickerbocker, Jr., son of Mrs. Edna Rebecca and 
Judge Dennie Knickerbocker, Sr., was born April 17, 1916, in Ingalls, 
Arkansas. He attended Warren Junior and Senior High Schools, after- 
wards being employed as clerk for the Warren and Saline River Railroad 
Company. Entering the Navy April 14, 1944, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, qualifying as transport airman. He served for a 
year and nine months in the United States and was honorably discharged 
January 28, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in Warren, Arkansas, 


with his wife, Nina Olga, and their children. 





J. D. KNICKERBOCKER, JR. 


Sgt. Morris Jack Johnson is the son of Jack Samuel and the late Cynthia 
Elizabeth Johnson of Ingalls, Arkansas, where he was born September 11, 
1912. He attended Ingalls High School, and entered the military service 
November 4, 1942. Sergeant Johnson was sent to the Combat Engineers 
for his basic training which he received at Camp Adair, Oregon. In July, 
1944, he was sent to the South Pacific theater where he saw action in 
the fighting of the Leyte and Okinawa campaigns. Overseas 18 months, 
he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and 
one Arrowhead, Meritorious Service Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, for his service with 
the Engineers. Sergeant Johnson was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, January 13, 1946. His wife is the former Maxie Strait. 
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CLYDE H. McCROSKEY, JR. 


Lt. Comdr. Clyde Hopkins McCroskey, Jr., son of Clyde H. and Mary M. 
McCroskey, was born September 16, 1912, at Dermott, Arkansas. He 
attended Dermott Public Schools, Hall’s Preparatory School at Columbia, 
Missouri, University of Missouri, and the United States Naval Academy, 
graduating in 1935. He was assigned to the U.S.S. New Orleans, later 
being sent to Pensacola, Florida, for flight training, attached to the Car- 
rier Lexington. He served as flight instructor at Pensacola for one year 
and also served on the staff of general headquarters of the West Coast 
defense area. In 1943, he was given command of a composite squadron 
to be equipped and trained. The squadron was attached to the U.S.S. Block 
Island in December 1943, and on its first trip sank one enemy submarine, 
and possibly two. Commander McCroskey was killed before the second 
trip, crash-landing on the Naval Training Station at Norfolk during night 
carrier landings, but the squadron he trained made an outstanding record. 
He is survived by his parents, who live in Dermott. 
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LaROY M. LOWRY 


S/Sgt. LaRoy M. Lowry, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Martin Lowry, was 
born at Snyder, Arkansas, October 6, 1919. He graduated from the Der- 
mott High School in 1938, after he lettered four years in football. He was 
employed as salesman in Abroms’ Department Store at Dermott before 
enlisting in the Infantry August 4, 1941. He received basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, and joined the 2nd Division (38th Inf.), which left 
the United States October 6, 1943, for Northern Ireland. He participated 
in four major battles on the continent during the Normandy, Northern 
France, Central Europe and Ardennes campaigns. His unit took the 
famous Hill 192 at St. Lo, France, where he was wounded July 12, 1944, 
Serving with the 38th Anti-tank Company in Belgium, he was taken 
prisoner and reported as “missing in action” December lj 1944 Sere 
geant Lowry was awarded the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal and 
Infantryman’s Combat Badge. His wife, Irene, lives at Dermott, Arkansas. 
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DOUGLAS F. GRIFFIN 


Capt. Douglas Floyd Griffin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd L. Griffin, was 
born at Carlisle, Arkansas, on February 21, 1918. He graduated from 
Carlisle High School, Arkansas A. & M. College (B.S. degree), and 
Gupton-Jones College of Mortuary Science. Entering the National Guard 
in February 1937, he was called to active service January 6, 1941. He 
received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and attended Gunnery School at 
Ft. Mears, Aleutian Islands, and Advanced Training School at Camp Davis, 
North Carolina, qualifying as platoon officer, automatic weapons instruc- 
tor, rifle and sub-machine gun marksman, and rocket launcher. He de- 
parted August 1, 1941, for more than three years of overseas duty with 
the 260th Coast Artillery (A.A.) and 841st Anti-aircraft Artillery (A.W.) 
in the Aleutian Islands campaign and the battles of Normandy and 
Northern France. Captain Griffin was awarded the Pre-Pearl Harbor 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and European Theater Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged December 6, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
Dermott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Marion. 
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THADDEOUS F. DOWNEY 


Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Thaddeous F. Downey, son of Mrs. Thad Marion 
Downey and the late Mr. Downey, was born June 28, 1923, in Dermott, 
Arkansas. He graduated from Dermott High School, attended State 
Teachers’ College at Conway, Arkansas, and A. & M. College at Monti- 
cello, and graduated from Gupton-Jones College of Mortuary Science, 
Nashville, Tennessee. Entering the Navy at Lake Village, Arkansas, he 
received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and attended Marine Field 
Medical School at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California. Mate Downey 
served for more than two years in the United States and for nearly a year 
overseas, transferring from the Navy to the Marines. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 8, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
Dermott, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy, and their daughter. 
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BERNARD M. BRAZIL 


Electrician’s Mate 2/c Bernard Maxine Brazil is the son of Mrs. Edna 
Brazil of Perry, Arkansas, where he was born February 13, 1908. He 
attended Perry High School and Harding College, and was owner of a 
hardware business and a distributor of butane gas for six years before 
entering the Navy on September 23, 1942. After completing his boot 
training at the Seabees Training Center at Camp Peary, Virginia, he 
attended Electrical School, Chemical Warfare School and Signal School, 
and was sent to North Africa in January, 1943. A veteran of 19 months 
of foreign service in both North Africa and the Philippine Islands with 
the 54th Naval Construction Battalion, he was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on October 23, 
1945. His wife is Halley Alma Brazil. 
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Maj. Joe Loyd Bynum, son of Mrs. William Bennett Bynum of 
Dermott, was born at Gleason, Tennessee, on November 4, 1918. 
He graduated from Western Military Academy (Alton, Illinois), 
and later attended Hendrix College and the University of Arkan- 
sas for a total of three years. He entered the Army as a flying 
cadet at Little Rock on September 9, 1940, and was sent to 
Sikeston, Missouri, for preliminary training, remaining there 
until November 20, 1940, when he was transferred to Randolph 
Field, Texas, for further instruction. After three months, he 
was then sent to Kelly Field, Texas, for advanced flight training, 
and on April 26, 1941, was graduated as a second lieutenant, — 
Army Air Corps, qualified as a pilot of single engine planes. — 
After serving meritoriously for more than five years, Major 
Bynum was retired to inactive status on October 23, 1945, at 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana. His wife is Mary Blackstone Bynum. 






um — 


es 
i . a a 7 


JOE L. BYNUM 


Specialist 1/c John Albert Trice, son of Mrs. Stella Trice and the 
late Handy A. Trice, was born at Collins, Arkansas, November 
29, 1906. He received his education at Ouachita College, Uni- 
versity of Colorado, Arkansas State Teachers College and Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. At the time of his enlistment in the Naval 
Reserve he was employed as a city superintendent of schools. 
He entered the Naval Reserve April 12, 1944, and received boot 
training at San Diego, California. At the Physical Instructors’ 
School, Bainbridge, Maryland, he qualified as athletic specialist, 
and received medals for marksmanship and AAA swimmer. 
Specialist Trice was attached first to V-12 and V-5 units as 
physical instructor; second to recruit training, and third, to 
welfare and recreation units. After serving 20 months he re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Norman, Oklahoma, December 
2, 1945, and returned to his home in Dermott, where he lives with 
his wife, Gertrude and their children, 





JOHN A. TRICE 
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in Lake Village, Arkansas. 


EDWARD “BICK” ROSSINI 





* 


Pvt. John Warner Emmons, son of Mrs. John R. Emmons and the late 
Mr. Emmons, was born at Carrollton, Mississippi, October 7, 1907, receiving 
his education in the Dermott, Arkansas, Public Schools and later was 
employed as a salesman for Weisman’s Dry Goods Store at Dermott. 
| Entering military service in January, 1945, he received his basic training 
at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and served with the 7th Regiment, 28th Field 
Artillery Battalion. He later transferred to the Air Corps and took his 
first training at Sheppard Field, Texas. From there he was sent to Air- 
plane and Engine Mechanic School at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and 
assigned to the 3704th A.A.F. Base Unit. He was honorably discharged 
from the service at Keesler Field in October, 1945. He and his wife, Clara 
Wyeth Emmons, and daughter, live in Dermott. 


an aviation ground instructor for the Florid 
cation at Ocala, Florida. Entering the Navy 
his boot training at Jacksonville, Florida, a1 
School at Baltimore, Maryland. Mate Wy 





NORMAN E. WYETH 
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T/4 Edward “Bick” Rossini, son of Santo A. Rossini an 

late Mrs. Rossini, was born January 7, 1923, in Lake Village 
Arkansas. He attended St. Mary’s School and Likeside High 
School, afterwards being employed as receiving and shipping 
clerk for the Missouri-Pacific Railroad Company. Entering the 
Infantry July 19, 1943, he received basic training at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, qualifying as clerk-typist and rifle marksman. He 
departed February 11, 1944, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations and remained overseas for a year and a half, participating 
in campaign of Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe. He 
was awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, and World War II 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged December 
13, 1945, at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, he returned to his home 





JOHN W. EMMONS 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Norman Eugene Wyeth is the 
Wallace De Anglis and Sylvia Wyeth of McGehee, Arkansas, Ww 
was born May 4, 1918. He attended McGehee High School and was 
employed by the Ford Motor Company at McGehee, as a shop supervisor 
at Cannon Aviation, Hickory, North Carolina. 
mechanic for the C. P. Cole Flying Service at He 


He also worked as a 
ads, Mississippi, and as 
a State Departm 
August 7, 1944, he served 
nd then attended the 
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Florida, February 18, 1946. His wife is the former V 
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-as patrolman at Army Q.M. Supply Depot, Adams Field, Little Rock. 












Cpl. Dennis S. Chastain, son of Mr. and Mrs. James W. Chastain, wa 
born September 10, 1915, at Damascus, Arkansas. After receiving hi: 
education by attending Van Buren County Public Schools, he was employed 


Entering the Armored Detachment, 746th Tank Battalion, November 17, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, Alabama. After serving 
almost 10 months in the United States, he was sent to the South Pacific 
August 28, 1943, and participated in the Solomons and Philippine Islands 
campaigns. Corporal Chastain was awarded Drivers and Mechanics Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons. 
After serving 28 months overseas, he returned to the United States De- 
cember 15, 1945, and was honorably discharged December 23, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee. He lives in Dermott with his wife, Willie. 


S/Sgt. William Duell Rodgers, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Cantrel 
Rodgers, was born January 10, 1921, at Gould, Arkansas. He was edu- 
cated at the Dermott High School and Draughon’s Business School and 
became a machinist for the Dermott Stave Co. He entered the Army Air 
Corps August 20, 1942, and received basic training at San Antonio, Texas. 
Sergeant Rodgers attended Radio-Gunnery School and qualified as a radio 
operator. Serving over three years with the 4th Air Force, he received 
an honorable discharge at Boise, Idaho, November 26, 1945. He lives with 
his wife, Marjorie Arlene, and their child, in Dermott. 





WILLIAM D. RODGERS 


S/Sgt. Edwin C. Rodgers is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rodgers 
of Dermott, Arkansas. Born at Dermott on August 28, 1922, he attended 
Dermott High School and Arkansas Tech and was employed as a clerk 
until entering the Army Air Force August 10, 1943. Sergeant Rodgers 
was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, to serve his basic training and then 
attended special schools in Radio, Radar and Electronics. He became a 
radar operator and mechanic and after two and one-half years in this 
country was sent to the European theater in October, 1945. He remained 
overseas for four months and was returned to this country. Sergeant 
Rodgers is the holder of the European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the Marksman 
Medal for the carbine. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 


racks, Missouri, March 10, 1946. 





EDWIN C. RODGERS 


Seaman 1/c Zeb Lee Proffitt, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Zeb Lee Proffitt, Sr., 
was born January 17, 1921, in Pyland, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 
1930. He attended Dermott High School, afterwards being employed as 
fireman for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the Navy April 
19, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Amphibious School at Coronado, California. Seaman Proffitt served for 
a year and three months overseas, participating in the invasion of Okinawa 
and making three trips across, including one to Yokohama, Japan. After 
being honorably discharged January 17, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he 
returned to Dermott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Charlene, 
and their child. 
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S/Sgt. Forrest E. Arnold, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Forres 

born at McGehee, Arkansas, July 14, 1924. He De Sala Meee Hi 
School and was employed as an automobile mechanic until entering the 
Armed Forces July 9, 1943. He was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for 
basic training. He later attended a specialized service school at Fenn 
College, Cleveland, Ohio, and Gunnery School at Tyndall Field, Florida 
After one and a half years in this country, Sergeant Arnold ‘was sent 
overseas as an aerial gunner with the Army Air Forces. Overseas nine 
months, he participated in the Okinawa and Japanese mainland campaigns 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal, Expert Marksman’s Medal (.45-caliber 
pistol) and Sharpshooter’s Medal (carbine). Sergeant Arnold received an 
honorable discharge from the service on October 3, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 


FORREST E. ARNOLD, JR. Arkansas. He lives in McGehee with his wife, Olivia, and children. 





|Gunner’s Mate 2/c J. D. Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvry Edwards, 
/was born in Galbraith, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1936. He at- 
_ tended Dermott High School, afterwards being engaged in farming. 
Entering the Navy Seabees September 13, 19438, he received boot training 
‘at Camp Perry, Virginia, and attended Demolition School. Mate Edwards 
| served for a year and a half in the United States and departed March 9, 
1/1945, for Ie Shima and Okinawa. Overseas for more than a year, he 
| Bea uered in campaigns of Ie Shima and Okinawa, being at Ie Shima 
| when Ernie Pyle was killed on April 18, 1945. He was awarded Asiatic- 
| Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars, Marksmanship Medal, American 
Area Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably 
| discharged April 9, 1946, at San Pedro, California, he returned to his 
home in Dermott, Arkansas. 





J. D. EDWARDS 


Sgt. Don Clair Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marshall Scott of Der- 
mott, Arkansas, was born at Dermott on March 9, 1926. He attended 
Dermott High School and Louisiana State University before entering the 
military service on June 7, 1944. Sergeant Scott was assigned to the 
Infantry and completed his basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. He 
served in this country until he was sent with his unit, the 186th Replace- 
ment Company, to Manila in the Philippine Islands in April, 1945. Over- 
seas 10 months, he won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Sharpshooter’s Medal, as well as one Battle Star 
for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He was returned to this country 
and received his discharge April 25, 1946. 


| 
| 
| 


DON C. SCOTT 


Aviation Cadet John E. Hawkins, son of Thad Hawkins of Dermott, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Hattiesville, Arkansas, February 20, 1926. He attended 
Dermott High School and Ouachita Baptist College at Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas. He entered the Naval Air Corps in March, 1944, and was sent to the 
Naval Air Training Base at Memphis, Tennessee, for his boot training. He 
‘later attended the University of North Carolina, and took more flight 

training at William Jewell College in Missour1. He is now in training at 

the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, and expected to received his 
| wings and commission as a naval aviator In May, 1946, according to last 


| report received. 
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2nd Lt. Fletcher B. Lowry, son of Lura Clyde and George Martin Lowry, 
was born September 27, 1926, in Dermott, Arkansas. He attended Dermott 
High School, afterwards being employed by a department store in Dermott. 
Entering the Infantry December 11, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, and attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Ben- 
ning, Georgia, qualifying as platoon leader. After serving for a year ang 
a half in the United States, Lieutenant Lowry departed March 4, 1946, 
for Germany. He is still in the service with the Army of Occupation. His 
home is in Dermott. 





FLETCHER B. LOWRY 


T/4 Charles D. Barnes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Barnes, was born 
at Dossville, Mississippi, February 5, 1905, and later moved to Arkansas. 
He received his education at Dossville High School and was employed as 
a route salesman. He entered military service on February 5, 1942, and 
was sent to Camp Robinson for basic training. He later attended Surgical 
Technician’s School at Hot Springs. After two and one-half years of 
service in this country, Sergeant Barnes arrived with his unit, Medical 
Detachment, 272nd Infantry, in the European theater on November 26, 
1944. Overseas 10 months, he participated in the Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns and was awarded the Combat Medical Badge, Good 
Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Citation and European Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars. Sergeant Barnes was honorably discharged Sep- 
tember 27, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He lives in Dermott 
with his wife, Verona Blanc, and children. 





CHARLES D. BARNES 


Ist/Sgt. Newton F. Bynum, son of Mrs. Newton F. Bynum, was born at 
Dermott, Arkansas, February 25, 1920. He attended Dermott and Monti- 
cello High Schools, and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello. Entering ; 
the Army Air Corps August 13, 1940, he received basic training at Scott , 
Field, Illinois, and by attending Aircraft Mechanics School qualified as 

an administrative specialist. He also received the Sharpshooter’s Medal 

for proficiency in the use of the carbine. Sergeant Bynum left the United 
States in November, 1944, for New Guinea, and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star. After almost one year of service in the South Pacific he 
received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, October 10, 1945, and 
returned to Dermott where he lives with his wife, Margaret, and their 
daughter, Peggy. 





NEWTON F. BYNUM 


T/Sgt. Harry Dixon Bynum, son of Mrs. Newton F. Bynum, was born at 
Dermott, July 28, 1923, and concluded his education at the Dermott High 
School. He entered the Army Air Force May 8, 1941, receiving basic 
training at Boise, Idaho, and qualified as an airplane maintenance me- 
chanic. Sergeant Bynum joined the 410th Bombing Group which left the 
Unites States in June, 1942, for Alaska, to return in August 1943. He 
left the United States again in March, 1944, for England. In addition to 
the campaign in the Aleutians, he participated in the Normandy air of- 
fensive, Europe-Rhineland, Ardennes, Northern France, and Central 
European campaigns. He was awarded the American Defense Ribbon, 
Distinguishd Unit Badge, Good Conduct and Bronze Star Medals, and a 
Silver and a Bronze Service Star. He received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, October 16, 1945. 





HARRY D. BYNUM 
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Coxswain Lowry L. Austin, son of Mrs. Arvelia Austi 
. . stin of 601 M 
Street, Dermott, Arkansas, was born November 23, 1922. He See 
Per econ ae pee see was later engaged in farming. Coxswain 
In enlisted in the Navy January 23, 1942. No further i i 
regarding his service record was furnished. Pee ae 


LOWRY L. AUSTIN 





|Coxswain Aubrie Neal Starks, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marley Starks, was 
‘born October 7, 1920, in Tuckerman, Arkansas. He received his education 
iby attending Marianna, Arkansas, Public School. Entering the Navy 
|September 9, 1942, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and 
‘attended Gunnery School. After completing his training in the United 
| States, Coxswain Starks departed December 12, 1942, for Puerto Rico, and 
/during his more than two years overseas served also in India and Guam. 
| After being honorably discharged November 10, 1945, at Memphis, Ten- 
inessee, he returned to Dermott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 


‘Ethel Margaret. 





AUBRIE N. STARKS 


Pfc. William S. Parker, Jr., is the son of William and Tommie Parker of 
Dermott, Arkansas, where he was born September 1, 1920. He completed 
his education at Dermott High School and Draughon’s Business College 
prior to entering the military service March 12, 1941. Assigned to the 
Anti-aircraft Artillery, he completed his basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
and then attended the Intelligence School. In February, 1942, he was sent 
to Alaska with the 206th Coast Artillery, and remained there for more 
than two years, taking part in the Aleutian Islands campaign. Returning 
to this colintry, he was sent to the European theater in December, 1944, 
“a ew ae end served with the 597th Anti-aircraft Battalion throughout the Central 
ig pee go 4 = Germany and Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
f ; a i Ribbon with one Battle Star and the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, and a veteran of almost three years overseas, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 25, 1945. 


ag 


WILLIAM S. PARKER, JR. 


'Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c James Morris Parker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
/William S. Parker, was born August 25, 1925, in Monticello, Arkansas. 
| He attended Dermott High School. Entering the Naval Reserve November 
7, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego and Oceanside, California. 
| After serving for a year in the United States, Mate Parker departed No- 
/ vember 25, 1944, for Iwo Jima and remained overseas for a year and a half. 
‘He participated in the landing on Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945, and 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Star, American 
/Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
April 30, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Der- 


| mott, Arkansas. 





JAMES M. PARKER 
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JOHN W. WATSON 


Capt. Rivos H. Dorris, son of Charles L. and Myrtle V. Dorris, was born 
November 10, 1915, at Shady Grove, Kentucky, moving to Arkansas in 
1917. He received his education by attending Dermott High School; 
Arkansas A. & M. College, Monticello; Ouachita College; and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas. Enlisting in the Chap- 
lain Corps May 5, 1943, he received training at Chaplain’s School. After 
13 months’ training attached to 242nd Inf. Regt., 42nd Inf. Div., he was 
sent to New Guinea on April 27, 1944. Attached to 191st Field Artillery 
Group, Captain Dorris participated in the New Guinea and Luzon, P. L., 
campaigns, and was awarded the American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
on Bronze Star, and Victory Ribbon. Returning to the United States 
December 24, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, April 
15, 1946. He and his wife, Jimye, live in Dermott, Arkansas, with their 


daughter. 


HARRY K. BURNHAM 


S/Sgt. Thomas R. Burnham, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Burnham, 
was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, July 31, 1919. He completed his education 
at Arkansas Polytechnic College and Arkansas A. & M. College, Monti- 
cello, prior to enlisting in the Arkansas National Guard on April 23, 1940. 
Entering active service January 6, 1941, he received his basic training at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas, and then was sent to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, with his 
unit, Battery B, 206th Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) for a stay of 23 
months. On returning to this country July 28, 1943, he was later trans- 
ferred to the Air Corps in March, 1944, and was stationed at the Muroc 
(California) Army Air Field. He is holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star (Aleutian Islands campaign), the American 
Defense Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Good Conduct Medal and a 
Marksmanship Medal (carbine). Sergeant Burnham was honorably dis- 
charged September'9, 1945, at Ft. MacArthur, California. He and his wife, 
Leola M., and child, live in Lake Village. 
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Pfc. John W. Watson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Osie Wats 
Dermott, Arkansas. He was born at Humphrey, Arkansas on Decen 
20, 1920, and was educated in the Humphrey Schools. Private Watson 
employed as a service station worker until he entered the Army on No 
vember 25, 1941. After completing his basic training, he became a medi- 
cal technician and served three months in the United States before being 

sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in February, 1942. Private W. | 
served 45 months overseas and was honorably discharged October 5, 1945. 





RIVOS H. DORRIS 


Maj. Harry Kingston Burnham, son of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Burnham, i 
was born January 15, 1914, in Wilmot, Arkansas. He attended Monticello 
A. & M. College; Sunflower Junior College; George Washington University, © 
and Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards being engaged as salesman — 
and as station agent for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the — 
Air Corps November 25, 1940, he received flight instruction at Muskogee, 
Oklahoma; Randolph Field, and Kelly Field, qualifying as pilot and Air 
Forces inspector. Major Burnham served in the United States attached © 
to headquarters, Army Air Forces, and departed June 4, 1942, for the 
European Theater of Operations. Overseas for two years, he participated 
in the air offensive over Europe and the campaigns of Algeria-Morocco, 
Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, and Rome-Arno. He was awarded American De-— 
fense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle East- 
ern Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, and Arrowhead. He is still in the 
service. His wife, Helen, and their child live in Lake Village, Arkansas. 


EEE 


THOMAS R. BURNHAM, JR. 
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Pvt. Gerald W. Loyd, son of William Berry and Ida Jane Loyd, was born 
January 4, 1922, at Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education at 
Lakeside High School, Lake Village, Arkansas, and Marion Institute, 
Marion, Alabama. Private Loyd entered the Army, Field Artillery and 
Public Relations Division, December 2, 1942, and trained at Camp Gruber, 
Oklahoma, where he received Marksmanship and Drivers Medals. At- 
tached to 183rd Field Artillery Group, he left the United States July 15, 
1944, for Liverpool, England, and later saw service in the Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars, American Defense and Victory Ribbons. After serving overseas 16 
months he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks De- 
cember 24, 1945, and returned to Lake Village, Arkansas. 





GERALD W. LOYD 


tor Machinist’s Mate 1/c William Edgar Partain, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. Partain, Sr., was born April 5, 1916, at Eudora, Arkansas. After his 
duation from Eudora High School he farmed and engaged in the motor 
shinist’s trade until entering the Navy Seabees on July 5, 1943. He 
; sent to Camp Peary (Williamsburg, Virginia), for boot training. 
later attended Motor Machinist’s School at Camp Endicott (Rhode 
nd), and was assigned to the 118th Navy Construction Battalion, sail- 
for New Guinea on February 26, 1944. Overseas almost two years, 
te Partain counts among his decorations, the Sharpshooter’s Medal, 
atic-Pacific Ribbon with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, 
lippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star and World War Il 
tory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged from the service December 
945, at Memphis. He and his wife, Agnes Ray Partain, are the parents 
wo sons. 





WILLIAM E. PARTAIN 


Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Roy B. Phillips, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Phillips, 
was born November 15, 1916, in Eudora, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Eudora Public Schools. Entering the Naval Reserve 
February 8, 1944, he received basic training at Farragut, Idaho. After 
serving in the United States for a year with S.R.U., P.S.N.Y., Mate 
Phillips departed May 1, 1945, for the Pacific Theater of Operations. 
Overseas seven months, he participated in campaigns in the Pacific and 
Europe and received two Campaign Ribbons. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 5, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Eudora, 
where he lives with his wife, Ruth, and their children. 





ROY B. PHILLIPS 


pfitter 3/¢ John William Ashley, Sr., son of Lottie Mae Brewer and 
yd Ashley, was born January 18, 1923, in Chicot, Arkansas. He at- 
ded Kilborne and Tallulah, Louisiana, Grade Schools, and Eudora, 
c<ansas, High School, afterwards being employed in a drug store and 
the Delta Shipyard. Entering the Navy Seabees September 4, 1943, 
received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and attended Machine 
n School at Sun Valley, R. I. He specialized as manager of ship’s 
taurant. Departing February 23, 1944, for Hawaii, Hilo, Kwajalein, 
| the Marshall Islands, he remained overseas for a year and nine months 
| participated in campaigns in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ms, receiving Asiatic-Pacific campaign decorations. After being honor- 
y disharged December 24, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee, he returned 
Eudora, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Carnealia, and their 
dren. 





JOHN W. ASHLEY, SR. 
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Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Jack Jr. Turner, son of Lela and Earl Ogden Tw 
was born September 13, 1922, in Dermott, Arkansas. He attended De 
High School. Entering the Coast Guard February 28, 1941, he rece 
boot training at Curtis Bay, Maryland, qualifying in boat handling. ] 
Turner served for nearly three years in the United States before de} 
ing December 6, 1943, for Trinidad, B.W.I. He remained overseas for 1 
years and was awarded American Defense Ribbon with Star, Ameri 
Theater Ribbon with Star, and Victory Ribbon. After being honoral 
discharged March 8, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned to De m 
where he lives with his wife, Lyda. 





JACK JR. TURNER 


Lt. Col. Carroll Hilton Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Dunn, was born 
at Lake Village, Arkansas, on August 11, 1916. He graduated from Lake 
Village High School and the University of Illinois. He was commissioned 
in the regular Army, Corps of Engineers, on July 1, 1938. He has at- 
tended Command, General Staff and Engineer (divisional course) Schools 
and served successively with the 8th Engineers, 303rd Engineers and 105th 
Engineers of the 30th Division. Arriving overseas in the European 
theater on February 12, 1944, he participated as a division engineer and 
engineer battalion commander in the Normandy, Northern France, Arden- 
nes, Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns and served with the 
Army of Occupation for two months. He was wounded at St. Lo, France, 
on July 25, 1944. Colonel Dunn is the holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon, Silver Star, the Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Croix de Guerre Avec Palme and the Order of the 
Purple Heart. He has chosen to remain in the regular Army. He and his 
wife, Letha, have two children. CARROLL H. DUNN 





i 
Maj. George Raymond Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. William L. Dunn of i 
Lake Village, Arkansas, was born at Centerville, Mississippi, February 13, 
1919. Following graduation from Lake Village High School and University 
of Illinois, where he enrolled in the R.O.T.C. unit, he entered the Army 
in the Cavalry on July 28, 1940. Further qualified by attendance at Cav- 
alry School, American Sch. Center, ETOUSA, he served successively a8 — 
horse cavalry unit commander, tank unit commander, intelligence staff 
officer and operations and traffic officer. Overseas for more than ft 
months, he saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central European campaigns. He is the holder of the Bronze 
Star with Cluster, European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the 
Arrowhead award for the Normandy invasion, American Defense Ribbon 
and expert medals for proficiency with weapons. Major Dunn was reverted 
to inactive status on February 16, 1946 and later commissioned in Regular — 
4 Army, transferred from Officer’s Reserve. He and his wife, Lillian 
GEORGE R. DUNN Anderson, have one child. 


a ae 
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Capt. E. Pelham McGehee, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. E. P. McGehee, Sr., 
was born at Lake Village, Arkansas, February 21, 1905. He received his 
education at Lake Village High School, University of Arkansas and Uni- 
versity of Arkansas Medical School. Entering the Army Medical Corps 
September 5, 1942, he received his training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and 
served as a battalion surgeon with both the 14th Armored Division and 
the 35th Infantry. After two years in this country, Captain McGehee 
arrived in England May 26, 1944, and saw overseas service for one year, 
participating in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France and Central 
Europe, and being captured by the Germans August 8, 1944. After eight 
months of imprisonment, Captain McGehee was liberated by advancing 
Allied forces April 6, 1945. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal, Combat 
Medical Badge and European Theater Ribbon with three Battle ‘Stars, he 
was retired to inactive status October 6, 1945, at Hot Springs. He and his 
wife, Mary Peel, and children, live in Lake Village. 





E. PELHAM McGEHEE, JR. 
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WILLIAM N. GILLISON 


Lt. James I. (Jack) Kelley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Kelley, was 
1 July 28, 1907, at Halley, Arkansas, and after graduating from Halley 
h School and Arkansas A & M. College at Monticello, he obtained the 
ney for the Lion Oil Refining Co. at Eudora, Arkansas. A member 
he Arkansas National Guard since 1923, he was called to active military 
y January 2, 1943, and sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training. 
owing attendance at Air Force Radio and Radar Schools, he later 
isferred to the Ordnance Department, and after attendance at Ord- 
ce Auto School, received his commission. Assigned to duty at the 
ladelphia Ordnance District, Lieutenant Kelley was assistant to the 
f, tank-automotive branch, procurement liaison officer and chief of 
technical engineering change section of the tank automotive branch. 
received American Theater Ribbon, and Expert and Marksmanship 
lals for weapons. Lieutenant Kelley was released from active duty 
, 14, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Helen Seale | & 
ley, are the parents of a daughter. JAMES I. KELLEY, JR. 





RUPERT E. PAULK 


Lt. William Harold Stephenson, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
‘old Stephenson of Eudora, Arkansas, where he was born December 
916. Educated at Eudora High School and George Washington Uni- 
sity, at Washington, D. C., he was a cotton merchant until entering 
military service February 8, 1945. He had also seen service with women 
National Guard in 1938 and 1939. Lieutenant Stephenson served his woe 
ic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and then was selected to attend the 
nored Force Officer Candidate School. Upon receiving his commission, 
ittended Officer’s Indirect Fire Course. He served at Ft. Knox through- 
his military service. Lieutenant Stephenson was released from active 
y at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, January 13, 1946. He and his wife, Carolyn, ji 
e three children. 





T/4 William N. Gillison, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Gillison, was born at 
Lake Village, Arkansas, on August 26, 1916. He was educated at Lakeside 
High School (Lake Village), and University of Virginia. Entering military 
service December 1, 1942, he was assigned to the Finance Department 
and trained at the Finance Replacement Training Center, Ft. Benjamin 
Harrison, Indiana. After four months in this country, Sergeant Gillison 
was sent with his unit to Tehran, Iran, and served meritoriously overseas 
for 29 months. He holds the Good Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and was honorably discharged November 5, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





S/Sgt. Rupert Eugene Paulk, son of Mrs. Alice Paulk, was born January 
24, 1919, in Ocilla, Georgia, moving to Arkansas in 1932. He attended 
Ocilla Grade and High Schools and Eudora, Arkansas, High School, after- 
wards being employed by Steinberg Company and in construction work 
in the Panama Canal Zone. Entering the Infantry September 5, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and attended 
Welding School, qualifying in welding and as sharpshooter with M-1 rifle 
and carbine. Sergeant Paulk transferred to the Engineers, and later to 
Ordnance Department and is still in that branch of the service. His home 
is in Eudora, Arkansas. 
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cidentally killed on March 27, 1945. 





ARVIS R. BENNETT 


Ist Lt. George M. Stokes is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George N. Stokes of 
Dermott, Arkansas, where he was born August 20, 1924. He attended 
Dermott High School, Mississippi State College and the Kutztown State 
Teachers’ College at Kutztown, Pennsylvania. Entering the Army Air 
Corps December 14, 1942, he completed basic training at Miami Beach, 
Florida, and upon completion of his pilot’s training was commissioned as 
a pilot of B-25 medium bombers. He served with the Eastern Flying 
Training Command and the 38rd Air Force in this country until he was 
sent to Italy in December, 1944. Overseas six months, he served with 
the 321st Bomber Group throughout the North Apennines, Po Valley and 
Balkan air campaigns and won the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and Presidential 
Unit Citation. He was released from active service September 30, 1945, 
at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


is Clara Kirby. 





LOUIS KIRBY 


S/Sgt. Billie G. Calhoun, son of Mr. and Mrs. Otto R. Calhoun, was born 
June 23, 1925, at Dermott, Arkansas. He received his education at Der- 
mott High School, after which he entered the Army Air Corps, August 31, 
1943. Receiving basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later attend- 
ing Flexible Gunnery School, he qualified for airplane armorer-gunner. 
After training, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacifie attached to 99th Bomb. 
Sqdn., 9th Bomb. Group, on February 8, 1945. He participated in air 
offensive over Japan, Western Pacific, and Ryukyus campaigns, making 
35 missions against the Japanese empire. His crew dropped approximately 
400,000 pounds of explosives in flying about 500 combat hours. He re- 
ceived the AAF Air Crew Member Badge (Wings), the Air Medal with 
three Bronze Clusters, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Distinguished 
Flying Cross. After over seven months’ service overseas, he returned 
to the United States September 20, 1945, and was honorably discharged 
at San Antonio, Texas, November 15, 1945. 
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2nd Lt. Arvis R. Bennett, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Benne 
Village, Arkansas, was born at Aurelle, Arkansas, September 5, 
attended Lake Village High School and Louisiana State Univ 1 
his enlistment as a naval aviation cadet February 10, 1943. Sent to 

Georgia, for pre-flight training and later to Dallas, Texas, he receive 
commission in the Marine Corps at Pensacola, Florida, on May 
Lieutenant Bennett received further operational flight training at Ds 
Beach, Florida, and later was transferred to the El Toro Marine Air § 
at Santa Ana, California, for specialized instruction in operating Corsai 
While engaged in routine flight training, this gallant Marine was 


Pyt. Louis Kirby, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kirby of Dermott, Arkansas, 
was born at Dermott October 19, 1920. He attended Dermott High School 
and operated a dairy before entering the Army Air Forces May 9, 1941. 
He was sent to Salt Lake City, Utah, for basic training and specialized in 
aircraft welding. After one year of service as a member of the 76th 
Squadron, 42nd Bombardment Group, he was honorably discharged April 
21, 1942, at the Veterans Hospital, Excelsior Springs, Missouri. His W: 











GEORGE M. STOKES 





BILLIE G. CALHOUN 





PLATE 62 


1.—Maj. James D. McMurray, son of H. Martin 
McMurray of Lake Village, Arkansas, was born at 
Greenville, Mississippi, September 24, 1916. He at- 
tended Lake Village High School, Hendrix College, 
and University of Arkansas, and was employed as 
an inspector by the Arkansas Highway Department 
before entering military service July 16, 1941. He 
was assigned to the Air Corps and received basic 
training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming. He later attended 
Officer’s Training School at Miami Beach, Florida, 
and became an executive officer. In April, 1943, he 
was sent to North Africa and remained in the 
European theater for more than two years. He 
served with the 525th Fighter Squadron of the 86th 
Fighter Group throughout the Sicilian, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Po Valley, Southern France 
and Rhineland campaigns, and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars 
and the Presidential Unit Citation. He was released 
from active service at Pasadena, California, July 17, 
1946. His wife is the former Patsy Carney. 


2.—Pyt. Oscar N. Matlock, son of Freeman K. Mat- 
lock, was born at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, September 
16, 1915. He received his education at Pine Bluff 
High School and Louisiana State University, and 
was employed as manager of a retail furniture store 
prior to entering military service February 7, 1945. 
He received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, 
and’ later attended Clerk’s School at Camp Maxey, 
Texas. During his training he received medals de- 
noting marksmanship proficiency with the rifle and 
carbine. After nine months of service with the 529th 
Anti-aircraft Bn., he was honorably discharged on 
October 26, 1945, at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He and 
his wife, Vella, and children, live in Dermott. 


3.—Cpl. Thomas C. Spakes, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Church Thomas Spakes, was born October 25, 1921, 
at Rison, Arkansas. After finishing local schools 
he was engaged in farming until entering the Army 
October 14, 1942. After basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, Corporal Spakes was assigned to the 
military police and qualified as a sharpshooter. After 
serving six months in the United States with the 
760th M.P. Bn., he was sent to the Panama Canal 
Zone February 20, 1948. He served in that area 
two and one-half years and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal and the American Defense Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged October 28, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, and returned to Dermott, where he 
lives with his wife, Donnie, and their child. 


4.—Segt. Martin G. McMurray, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry M. McMurray of Lake Village, Arkansas, 
was born at Lake Village on August 12, 1912. He 
attended Lakeside High School and Monticello A. & 
M. College, then was employed in construction work 
in Little Rock. He entered military service Febru- 
ary 15, 1942. Sergeant McMurray received basic 
training at Camp Robinson and later attended spe- 
cialized Air Force Schools at the J. M. Perry Insti- 
tute and Keesler Field, Mississippi. After two years 
in this country he was sent to Italy as a member 
of the 455th Bomber Group, 741st Squadron, 15th 
Air Force, and participated in the Naples-Foggia, Po 
Valley, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Northern 
France, Rhineland and Northern Apennines cam- 
paigns, as well as the air offensive against the 
Balkans. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with five Battle 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, the Presidential 
Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster and medals 
denoting proficiency in carbine and rifle marksman- 
ship and airplane engine mechanics, Sergeant Mc- 
Murray was honorably discharged from Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, September 8, 1945. 


—T/5 Cody Terry, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Terry, 
was born at Damascus, Arkansas, in 1921. He 
entered the Army on March 1, 1942. He received 
basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas, and later 
received special training as a telephone operator. 
He was assigned to the 958rd Field Artillery and 
landed with his outfit in England on November 4, 


1948. He took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central European 
campaigns, and served two months with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded the European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal for meritorious service. He received 
his honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, September 16, 1945. He and his wife, Dorothy 
Terry, and children, live in Dermott. 


6.—Cpl. Jo-Jo Floriani, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Floriani, was born June 25, 1925, in Lake Village, 
Arkansas. He attended St. Mary’s School and 
Lakeside High School, afterwards being employed 
as parts man for John Deere Implement Company. 
Entering the Field Artillery October 4, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, quali- 
fying as battalion supply clerk. After serving for a 
year and a half in the United States with Hd. Btry., 
414th F.A. Group, Corporal Floriani departed May 
15, 1945, for Luzon and the Philippines. Overseas 
for 10 months, he participated in the campaigns of 
Luzon and the Philippine Islands and was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star. He was honorably discharged April 4, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, and returned to his home in Lake 
Village. 


7.—Lt. (j. g-) Herbert E. Floriani, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben V. Floriani, was born at Lake Village, 
Arkansas, December 11, 1922. After completing his 
education at Lake Village High School, he entered 
the Naval Air Corps August 14, 1942. He received 
flight training at Pensacola, Florida, and after two 
and one-half years in this country, arrived overseas 
in the South Pacific in March, 1945. Lieutenant 
Floriani took part in the Philippine Islands, Borneo, 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns, and has been 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, the Air Medal with two Oak 
Leaf Clusters, a Commendation from Admiral Perry 
and a recommendation for the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. Lieutenant Floriani was retired to inactive 
status December 15, 1945. His wife is Mary Ellen 
Floriani. 


8.—Mailman 2/c Ralph B. Ellis, son of Mrs. Emma 
J. Ellis of Dermott, Arkansas, was born at Hush- 
puckena, Mississippi, October 2, 1908. He completed 
his education at McGehee High School and was later 
employed as a railway and postal clerk. He entered 
the Navy on May 9, 1944, and received boot training 
at San Diego, California. After five months in this 
country he was sent to the Pacific area and attached 
to the Naval Postal System. Overseas one year, he 
participated in the Philippine invasion campaign. 
He is holder of a personal citation by his command- 
ing officer, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Victory Ribbon and the Expert Marks- 
man’s (aviation unit) Medal. He was honorably 
discharged November 14, 1945, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. He and his wife, Gladys, and children, live 
in Dermott. 


9.—Maj. Mildred L. Ellis, daughter of Mrs. Fred T. 
Ellis, was born April 13, 1916, in Masil, Mississippi, 
later moving to Arkansas. She attended Arkansas A. 
& M. College at Monticello and University of Ten- 
nessee, afterwards being engaged as home economics 
teacher. Entering the Women’s Army Corps Au- 
gust 12, 1942, she received basic training at Ft. Des 
Moines, Iowa, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ 
School, Officer Candidate School, and Command 
and General Staff School, qualifying as company 
commander. Major Ellis served with the Trans- 
portation Corps for nearly four years and was 
honorably discharged May 15, 1946, at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas. She lives in Dermott, Arkansas. 


10.—1st/Sgt. Jack T. Ellis, son of Mrs. Fred T. Ellis, 
was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, August 6, 1914. He 
received his education by attending Dermott High 
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|School and A. & M. College at Monticello, after 
which he was employed as manager of Collinston 
Stave Co., Collinston, Louisiana. Entering the C.A.C. 
| (parachutist) January 17, 1944, and receiving basic 
| training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama. After almost 
_|seven months’ training in I.R.T.C. he was sent to 
Liverpool, England, July 25, 1944. Sergeant Ellis 
qualified as heavy machine gunner and saw action 
in the Rhineland, Central Europe, and Ardennes 
campaigns. For meritorious service he was awarded 
the Bronze Star, European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon, Bronze Arrowhead, Victory Ribbon and Good 
Conduct Medal. After serving five months with 
the Army of Occupation in Germany and Austria, 
he returned to the United States and was honorably 
ey ies at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 
(18, 6. 


-11.—T/5 Grady F. Gambill, son of Beulah and Oscar 
-L. Gambill, was born at Eudora, Arkansas, Septem- 
ber 29, 1920. He received his education by attending 
Eudora High School, after which he was employed 
as machine shop worker. Entering the Army Air 
Corps on September 3, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Flora, Mississippi, and attended service school 
at Michigan State College. After serving in the 
United States for 10 months, he departed in July 
1943, for Liverpool, England, attached to Hq. and 
Hq. Det. 1588rd Q.M. (Avn.). Corporal Gambill 
saw 30 months’ service overseas, returning to the 
United States December 25, 1945, and receiving an 
honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
‘December 31, 1945. 


12.—Pfe. Jack T. Blann, son of Mr. and Mrs. Till- 
man Brawner Blann of Lake Village, Arkansas, was 
born April 3, 1924, in Jersey, Arkansas. He attended 
Lakeside High School at Lake Village, afterwards 
being employed as telegraph operator for St. Louis 
Southwestern Railway Co. Entering the Air Force 
February 16, 1948, he received basic training at St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and attended Radio Operators’ 
School, A.S.T.P., Radio Mechanics’ School, and Radio 
Range School, qualifying as D.F. operator and car- 
bine sharpshooter. Private Blann served in the 
United States for three years with the 105th A.A.C.S. 
and was honorably discharged February 15, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee. 


13.—T/4 Leighton L. Blann, son of Hazel and Till- 
man Blann, was born December 25, 1925, in Tersey, 
Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High School at 
Lake Village, Arkansas, afterwards being engaged 
as telegraph operator for St. Louis Southwestern 
Railway Co. Entering the Transportation Corps 
March 21, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Plauche, Louisiana, and attended Telegraph School, 
‘qualifying as telegraph operator and marksman. 
After serving for nearly a year in the United States 
with the 737th Railway Operating Bn., he departed 
February 14, 1945, for Manila, P. I., and remained 
overseas for a year and two months. He participated 
in the Philippine campaign and spent six months 
with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, American Defense 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged May 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to Lake Village, Arkansas. 


14.—Seaman 1/e Jack Burchfield, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Burchfield, was born May 17, 1925, in Dermott, 
Arkansas. He attended Dermott High School. En- 
tering the Navy May 14, 19438, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Landing Craft and Small Craft. School, qualifying 
in landing craft. He departed September 11, 1943, 
for Hawaii, and remained overseas for more than 
two years. He participated in campaigns of Tarawa, 
Marshall Islands, Morotai, Leyte, Ouzon, Zamboanga, 
and Davoe and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with five Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with two Stars, and the Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged January 15, 1946, at 
‘Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
Dermott. 


'15.—Ist Lt. William R. Burchfield, son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Harrison Burchfield, was born December 31, 
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1920, in Monticello, Arkansas. He attended Dermott 
High School, afterwards being engaged as farmer, 
surveyor, and brick and rock masonry constructor. 
Entering the Air Corps January 9, 1942, he received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and at- 
tended Pilots’ Preflight, Primary, Basic, and Ad- 
vanced Schools, qualifying as pilot and expert ma- 
chine gunner. Attached to the 830th M.P. Co. and 
aviation cadets, Lieutenant Burchfield departed Sep- 
tember 12, 1948, for Pearl Harbor and remained 
overseas for two years. He participated in cam- 
paigns of Ellice, Gilbert, Marshall, and Marianas 
Islands, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa, with the 19th 
Troop Carrier Sqdn., 7th A.A.F., and was awarded 
two Battle Stars, Air Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged May 14, 1946, at San Antonio, 
Texas, he returned to his home in Dermott, Arkan- 
sas. 


16.—Ship’s Cook 1/c Charles Vinson Saunders is 
the son of Llewellyn and Pina Buntin Saunders of 
Lake Village, Arkansas, where he was born Sep- 
tember 11, 1922. Educated in the Lake Village and 
Greenville, Mississippi schools, he was a construc- 
tion worker at the Pine Bluff Ordnance Plant until 
entering the Navy November 1, 1942. Sent to Great 
Lakes, Illinois, for his boot training, he later at- 
tended special schools at New York City and served 
in this country until he was sent to Arzew, Algeria, 
in North Africa, in March 1948. Overseas 18 months, 
he served with the Headquarters Detachment of 
the Navy North African Command. Returning to 
this country, he was honorably discharged at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, March 23, 1946. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Llewellyn Saunders, Jr., 
son of Pearl Buntin and Llewellyn Saunders, Sr., 
was born at Lake Village, Arkansas, February 21, 
1926. He received his education by attending Lake- 
side High School. He entered the Navy March 22, 
1948, receiving boot training at Naval Training 
School, Farragut, Idaho. He served in the Navy 
82 months, 24 of which were on sea duty aboard 
the U.S.S. Mullany and U.S.S. Benevolence, par- 
ticipating in four engagements and 12 invasions. 
He was awarded seven Battle Stars in’ addition to 
other decorations. Returning to the United States, 
he was honorably discharged at Memphis, November 
29, 1945. He lives in Lake Village. 


18.—2nd Lt. Edward Harding Saunders was the son 
of Llewellyn and Pina Buntin Saunders of Lake 
Village, Arkansas. Born at Luna, Arkansas, Septem- 
ber 15, 1915, he was graduated from Lake Village 
High School in 1934, and completed his education 
at Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Army Air Corps in February, 
1941, he completed basic training at Hicks Field, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and received special training at 
Goodfellow Field, San Angelo, Texas, and Barks- 
dale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana where he received 
his commission in September, 1941. He was assigned 
to the Ferry Command and saw service at Pendleton, 
Oregon; Long Beach, California, and Romulus, 
Michigan. This gallant flier was killed when his 
plane crashed near Lima, Ohio, March 18, 1942, 
while Lieutenant Saunders was leading a flight of 
planes to New Orleans, Louisiana. He was laid to 
rest at Lake Village. 


19.—Pvt. Jearl D. Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Ross of Portland, Arkansas, was born June 26, 1921. 
He attended Fountain Hill Public Schools and was 
employed in a defense plant at Clinton, Tennessee, 
before entering the service. Private Ross was in- 
ducted into the Army July 5, 1944. No further 
information was furnished regarding the service 
record of Private Ross. 


20.—Seaman Hubert L. Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. M. Ross of Portland, Arkansas, was born at 
Fountain Hill, Arkansas, July 6, 1925. He attended 
Portland Public Schools and was engaged in farm- 
ing prior to entering the service. Seaman Ross 
entered the Navy May, 1944. No further details 
were furnished regarding the service record of Sea- 
man Ross. 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





CARVEL C. CLAYTON 





1st Lt. Carvel C. Clayton, son of the late Mae Duncan and Lee Arthur 
Clayton and brother of Howard L. Clayton of Arkansas City, was born 
January 1, 1916, in Tillar, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas City High 
School, Marion Institute at Marion, Alabama, and A. & M. College at 
Monticello, Arkansas. Entering the Army January 1941, he received Coast 
Artillery basic training at Ft. Rosecrans, California, and attended Tank 
Destroyer Officer Candidate School at Camp Hood, Texas, qualifying as 
company commander. Lieutenant Clayton served in the United States for 
three years with the 802nd T.D. Bn., and departed in April, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations. Overseas a year and a half, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Normandy, Central Europe, Northern France, 
Ardennes, and Rhineland, and spent four months with the Army of 
Occupation. He was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with five 
Battle Stars, one Bronze Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Defense Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged May 4, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home 
in Tillar, Arkansas. 
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DON R. JOYCE 


Ist Lt. Don Ray Joyce, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edmond M. Joyce, was born 
March 5, 1922, at Wilmar, Arkansas. He graduated from Arkansas City 
High School-in 1940. On September 4, 1940, he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps and was sent to Chanute Field, Illinois, for basic training, and later 
attended Welding and Aerial Gunnery Schools. In April 1941, he left the 
United States on the first of three tours of duty which were destined to 
take him to widely separated parts of the world. Proceeding to the 
Hawaiian Islands, he was stationed at Hickam Field, Pearl Harbor, and 
was on duty there when the Japanese made their attack on that American 
outpost on December 7, 1941. He was wounded in this engagement and 
spent six weeks recuperating in an Army hospital before being returned 
to the United States in April 1942, for training as a pilot. On January 4, 
1943, he graduated from the flying field at Roswell, New Mexico, and 
received his lieutenant’s commission. Lieutenant Joyce again went over- 
seas in April 1943, as a pilot in the 8th Air Force, being stationed in 
England. From this base he flew more than 25 successful missions over 
Germany and many parts of occupied Europe, being sent back to the 
United States in November, 1943. In November 1944, he went overseas 
a third time, this time being attached to the 20th Air Force stationed on 
Saipan, in the Marianas: Islands, and from this base participated in many 
missions against the Japanese homeland until the end of the war. Holder 
of the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with three Clusters, 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, he returned to the United States 
in October 1945, and was retired to inactive status in the Organized 
Reserve Corps on February 2, 1946, with the rank of captain. 
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Pfc. Fred Morgan Manees, son of Zelph and Lula Turner Manees of 314 
North Laurel Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas, was born at Monticello, 
Arkansas, April 27, 1915. After completing his education in the high 
schools of Little Rock and North Little Rock, he was employed by the 
Mayflower Dairy Company, North Little Rock, for 10 years prior to his 
entrance into the Army on March 1, 1944. Following basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, Private Manees was sent overseas on August 11, 
1944, going to the European theater with a replacement unit. Arriving 
at his destination, he was attached to the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion, 
4th Armored Division, and first saw combat service in the vicinity of Metz, 
a short distance from the southern border of Belgium. Advancing into 
Belgium, the 4th Armored Division was assigned in December, 1944, to 
relieve the Allied force trapped in the City of Bastogne. On December 28, 
while his platoon was being forced to retire from the town of Chaumont 
before a superior enemy force, Private Manees was instantly killed by 
small-arms fire while serving as an assistant leader of a machine gun 
squad. He was buried in a United States Military Cemetery in France. 
In tribute to this gallant young American who unhesitatingly made the 
supreme sacrifice for his country, his battalion commander described 
Private Manees as a fine soldier and an excellent noncommissioned officer. 
He was scheduled for promotion to the rank of corporal as soon as a 
vacancy occurred and was perfoming those duties unofficially at the time 
of his death. For heroism in action, a Presidential Citation and the Order 
of the Purple Heart were conferred on Private Manees, posthumously. 
He had previously been awarded several medals denoting proficiency in 
marksmanship. He is survived by his wife, Eunice Pauline Manees, and 
two daughters, Patricia Ann, and Ollie Pauline, who reside in North Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 
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Ist/Sgt. Charles C. Stephens, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Don- 
nelly of Riverside, New Jersey, was born at Monroe, Louisiana, 
November 26, 1915. He moved with his parents to Arkansas in 
1920, and was educated in the McGehee Public Schools. Em- 
ployed as a warehouse foreman, he entered the military service 
July 9, 1942, and was sent to Ft. Warren, Wyoming, for his 
Quartermaster basic training and later attended the Administra- 
tion and Supply School at Camp Lee, Virginia. After two and 
one-half years in this country as a member of the 550th Quar- 
termasters, he was sent to the European theater in December, 
1944, and served his country faithfully in the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. He was deployed directly to the 
Pacific and sailed from France to Okinawa, arriving there in 
September, 1945. With a total of 13 months of foreign duty, 
he is the holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon and World War II Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Stephens 
was honorably discharged July 16, 1946, at Camp Fannin, Texas, 
after serving with the Army of Occupation of Japan. His wife 
is Bessie C. Stephens. 


Pee. Josef Hoffman Crutchfield, son of Jessie Furman and Ethel 
Vilker Crutchfield, was born May 10, 1915, at Denning, Arkan- 
ss. He received his education by attending McGehee High 
Siool and was employed as sheet metal worker until inducted 
ito the Infantry on November 5, 1941. He received basic 
ti ining at Camp Wolters, Texas, qualifying for expert rifleman. 
Ater serving two and a half years in the United States, he was 
sit to the Asiatic-Pacific theater attached to Co. E, 105th 
fvantry. Participating in three major battles in the Marshall 
ai Gilbert Islands, Private Crutchfield was killed in action 
Jy 9, 1944. He was the inventor of an automatic gunsight 
ciitrol and was awarded, among other decorations, three Battle 
S.urs, the Purple Heart, and Presidential Citation, posthumously. 
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JOSEF H. CRUTCHFIELD 





CLYDE WALKER, JR. 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 












Capt. Clyde Walker, Jr., son of. Glyde and Nelle Eliza’ 
Walker, was born May 23, 1921, at Campbell, Missouri, 
to Arkansas in 1928. He received his education by a 
Grade School at El Dorado; High School at McGehee, a 
a half years at A. & M. College at Monticello. A mena 
National Guard since October 2, 1939, he entered the Coast | 
tillery Corps January 4, 1941, receiving basic training at 
Bliss, Texas. Lieutenant Walker qualified for anti-aircraft - 
unit commander and as an expert in the use of the Spri ngii 
Model 1903 and M-1 rifles. Attached to the 206th Coast Aril: 
(A.A), he was sent to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, on August | 
1941, and after serving one year in the Aleutian Islands : 
turned to the United States. He departed January 9, 1943, 
the South Pacific theater where he participated in the Soc. 
Islands, Efate, New Hebrides, Guadalcanal, Mono-Sterl +, 
Treasury Islands, Finschaffen, New Guinea, and Northern Liin 
campaigns, for which he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific q 
Philippine Liberation Ribbons. Lieutenant Walker, after se og 
three years and eight months overseas, received an honor e — 
discharge March 20, 1946 (Inactive Reserve) at Camp Chat’, 
returning to North Little Rock, where he lives with his wii, 
Dorothy. On October 17, 1946, he was appointed captain y 
order of the President. 


T/Set. William B. Haley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Haley 
of Dermott, Arkansas. Born March 13, 1915, he attended Der- 
mott High School and was employed by a lumber company 
before entering the military service April 1, 1942. Sergeant 
Haley was sent to Camp Barkeley, Texas, to serve his basic 
training and became weapons platoon sergeant with Company B, 
357th Infantry, 90th Infantry Division. He served almost two 
years in this country and was sent to England in March, 1944. 
Overseas one year, he took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France and Rhineland campaigns. Severly wounded in action, he 
was awarded the Purple Heart and was returned to Brooke 
General Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, for treatment. 
Sergeant Haley also holds the Bronze Star Medal, the European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Brooke 
General Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston on March 25, 1946. His 
wife is Mary Elizabeth Haley. 
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WILLIAM B. HALEY 


EUGENE V. BRINKLEY 





Shipfitter 3/c Eugene Victory Brinkley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Spencer Brinkley of Rohwer, Arkansas, was born March 
5, 1909, at Warren, Arkansas. After attending rural school in 
Cleveland County, he followed carpentry and general farming 
until he enlisted in. the Navy Seabees in 1943. Entering with 
a rating of fireman, first class, he was two weeks later rated as 
a shipfitter, third class, and after nine weeks’ training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, was transferred to ship repair unit, remaining 
in that assignment until sent in April, 1944, to Pearl Harbor, 
where he worked as a carpenter in a shipyard. He holds the 
Sharpshooter Marksmanship Medal. Shipfitter Brinkley received 
a medical discharge at the United States Naval Hospital on May 
12, 1945, Portsmouth, Virginia, and now lives at McGehee, 
Arkansas, with his wife, the former Florence Beatrice Snow, 
and their children. 





Vatertender 2/c Howard Jackson Vardaman, son of Mrs. Susie 
\rmitie Vardaman, was born April 8, 1914, in Conway, Arkan- 
as. He attended Augusta, Arkansas, High School, afterwards 
veing employed as a railroad fireman. Entering the Navy No- 
‘ember 3, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, Vir- 
‘inia, and attended Water Purification and Distilled Water 
school and Watertenders’ School. He served in the United 
‘tates for nearly two years and was honorably discharged Oc- 
ober 16, 1945, at Camp Peary, Virginia. He lives in McGehee, 
arkansas, with his wife, Pearl Marie, and their children. 
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HOWARD J. VARDAMAN 








SAMUEL C. RIAL 


Capt. Zeb Vance Freeman, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Zeb V. Free- 
man, Sr., was born at Dermott, Arkansas, on October 2, 1919. 
He completed his education by attending A. and M. College, 
Monticello, and Draughon’s School of Business, Little Rock. He 
was engaged in the wholesale grocery business prior to entering 
the Army Air Corps on March 23, 1942. Following basic train- 
ing at the Southeast Air Corps Training Center, Maxwell Field, 
Alabama, and attendance at Flight Training Schools in the 
Southeast Training Area, he was commissioned as a pilot on 
March 25, 1943. On June 25, 1943, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater, where he served for 18 months in the North 
Burma campaign as base operations officer. Captain Freeman 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 
one Oak Leaf Cluster, Presidential Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and the American Theater Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
November 3, 1945, and returned to McGehee, where he and his 
wife, Lois, make their home. 


[ 662 ] 


The EIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS — 


Capt. Samuel Cotham Rial, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie 
Rial, was born January 15, 1922, in McGehee, Ar ae 
attended Monticello, Arkansas A. & M. College. A men a 
the National Guard since July 12, 1940, he entered the / 

Air Corps January 6, 1941, and received basic training 
Bliss, Texas, qualifying as twin-engine night fighter 
Captain Rial served with the 206th C.A. (A.A.) and r 
overseas for two years in Dutch Harbor, Alaska; Afr 
Southern France. He participated in campaigns of the 
Islands, Rome-Arno, Central Europe, Southern France, 
ley, Northern Apennines, Naples-Foggia, and Rhineland, s 
ing three and a half months with the Army of Occupati 
was awarded the Air Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon v 
one Bronze Star, European- ’African- Middle Eastern Theater 7% 
bon with seven Bronze Stars, American Theater Ribbon, * : 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April. 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his hom: 
McGehee, where he lives with his wife, Sue, and their son. 
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Sgt. Frank Joseph Sain, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie A. Sain of 
McGehee, Arkansas, was born at Watson, Arkansas, on October 
7, 1921. He attended McGehee High School and the University 
of Arkansas. Enlisting in the Marine Corps Reserve in August, 
1942, he was called to active duty on July 1, 1943. He completed 
boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, and then at- 
tended schools in the V-12 program at Monticello A. & M. College, 
and Quantico, Virginia. Sergeant Sain served in the 4th Platoon 
Commander’s Class and was sent to Okinawa in July, 1945. He 
“is now serving in the Pacific theater. His wife, the former 
Kathryn Virginia Maier, makes her home at McGehee, Arkansas. 


FRANK J. SAIN 





‘pl. W. H. Howard, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Henry Howard, 
vas born April 1, 1923, in Boydell, Arkansas. He attended 
“cGehee High School and the University of Cincinnati, after- 
vards being employed as postal carrier and by the Goodyear 
‘ire Store. Entering the Infantry October 27, 1942, he received 
asic training at Hondo, Texas, and attended Army Specialized 
‘raining Program schools, qualifying as machine gunner, car- 
jine marksman, and light machine gun expert. Attached to the 
4th A.D., 25th Tank Battalion, Corporal Howard departed 
Jetober 14, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations and 
‘emained overseas for more than a year, participating in the 
ampaigns of Central Europe and Rhineland. He spent eight 
nonths with the Army of Occupation and was awarded two 
3ronze Stars and the Purple Heart for wounds received in action 
n France, January 1945. After being honorably discharged 
anuary 10, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
o McGehee, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mable. 





W. H. HOWARD 
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MILTON M. HEMINGWAY 


Seaman 1/c Thomas F. Hemingway, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas F. Hemingway, Sr., was born at Arkansas City, Arkan- 
sas, September 12, 1941. He received his education by attending 
Arkansas City Public Schools and McGehee High School. Prior 
to entering the Coast Guard on October 29, 1942, he was em- 
ployed in a clerical capacity. He received boot training at Coast 
Guard Training Station, St. Augustine, Florida, and served a 
total of 35 months before being honorably discharged at Coast 
Guard Personnel Separation Center No. 8, New Orleans, on 
October 11, 1945. He lives in. McGehee, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Margaret Lee. 
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Signalman 3/c Milton McNeely Hemingway, son of Mr. an¢ 
Thomas Farewell. Hemingway of McGehee, Arkansas, was 
at Arkansas City, Arkansas, on November 16, 1924. He atter 
McGehee High School, graduating in May, 1943. He ent 
the Navy on July 10, 1943, and was sent to San Diego, Califorr 
for his boot training. In October, 1943, he was sent to » 
Southwest Pacific theater and spent a total of more thar 
months overseas. Signalman Hemingway saw action in 
Gilbert and Marshall Islands, the New Guinea campai 
Marianas Islands, Morotai, Leyte, Okinawa and Borneo, and 
in the 2nd naval battle of the Leyte Gulf. Wounded once 
was awarded the Purple Heart, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
bon, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Rib 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to the United § 
and was honorably discharged at the Naval Personnel Seperation 
Center, Memphis, Tennessee, February 21, 1946. 














4 
a 
, 


i i. 


THOMAS F. HEMINGWAY, JR. 





PENICK R. REITZAMMER 








1st Lt. Penick Richard Reitzammer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Reitzammer, Sr., was born December 29, 1919, at Arkansas 
City, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Arkan- 


. gas State Teachers’ College and University of Tennessee. Enter- 


ing the Army Air Corps April 6, 1943, he received basic training 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attending Ellington Field 
Pre-flight: and Advanced Navigation School, Ellington Field, 
Texas, and qualifying for navigator. After training 14 months, 
he departed from the United States June 30, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations, where he served in Northern 
France, Holland, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Germany. Lieuten- 
ant Reitzammer qualified for navigator May 20, 1944, and was 
awarded five Battle Stars and Air Medal with two Oak Leaf 
Clusters. He accumulated 600 combat and administrative flying 
hours as navigator on A-C 47 cargo plane while on the continent. 
Returning to the United States July 18, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 10, 1946. He lives in 
McGehee, Arkansas, with his wife, Burwell Jean. 





SiSet. Ross R. Corder, son of Mrs. Ida L. Corder, was born June 
41913, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended McGehee High 
Shool, afterwards being engaged in the retail and wholesale 
o| business. Entering the Army Air Force June 11, 1942, he 
reeived basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and at- 
tiidedtended Lincoln Air Base Mechanics’ School and Lockheed 
Vga Airplane and Aero. Prop. School, qualifying as airplane 
ald engine mechanic, engine specialist, and expert rifleman. 

rgeant Corder graduated 11th highest in 1,500 students with 
sbre of 93 out of a possible 95. After serving for a year in the 
United States with the 77th Ftr. Sqdn., 20th Ftr.. Group, he 
doarted August 20, 1943, for the European Theater of Oper- 
aions. Overseas for two years, he participated in the air of- 
flisive over Europe and the campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
Hance, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe and was 
alarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon 
vth six Bronze Stars and Presidential Citation with Cluster. 
Ater being honorably discharged September 8, 1945, at Jeffer- 
si Barracks, Missouri, he returned to McGehee, Arkansas, 
were he lives with his wife, Martha. 
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ROSS R. CORDER 








ROBERT J. FRASER 





Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Oscar F. Townsend, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Townsend, was born August 26, 1916, in McGehee, 
Arkansas. He attended Tillar High School, Tillar, Arkansas, and 
McGehee High School, afterwards being employed by Hillcrest 
Drug Company at Little Rock, and Beek Drug Company at 
McGehee. Entering the Navy September 17, 1941, he received 
boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and attended Neuro-psychiatry 
School in Washington, D. C., and Field Medical School, New 
River, North Carolina. Mate Townsend served for 16 months 
in the United States and 32 months overseas, participating in 
convoy duty and anti-submarine warfare in the North and South 
Atlantic, invasion of Okinawa, initial occupation of Japan, and 
initial occupation of Northern China (Tsing Tao, Shantung 
Prov.), spending three weeks in Japan and three months in 
China. He was attached to the 6th Marine Division. After being 
honorably discharged December 14, 1945, at Terminal Island, 
San Pedro, California, he reenlisted March 7, 1946, and is now 
stationed at Naval Hospital, Long Beach, California. His parents 
live in Rison, Arkansas, and he has one daughter. 
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Pfc. Robert J. Fraser, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Fraser, w 
born July 1, 1923, in Judsonia, Arkansas. He attended McGe | 
Public Schools, Gulf Coast Military Academy, and the Uniy ersit 
of Arkansas, afterwards being employed by the Dairyland Ie | 
Cream Company. Entering the Army Air Corps November 194 

he received basic training at Walnut Ridge Army Air 3ase 
Arkansas, and attended service school at Gulfport, Mississippi. 
Private Fraser served in the United States for more than thre 

years with the Air Corps Band and Fleet Service. He was hone 
ably discharged February 27, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, and re 

turned to his home in McGehee, Arkansas. | 










OSCAR F. TOWNSEND 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





Yeoman 1/c John Marcus Priddy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Eugene Priddy, Sr., was born at Charleston, Mississippi, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1923, and moved to Arkansas with his family in 1924. 
He received his education in the Arkansas City High School, 
and later completed a commercial course at Draughon’s School 
of Business, Little Rock. He enlisted in the Navy on December 
11, 1941, four days after the attack of Pearl Harbor, and was 
sent to Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia, for, basic training. 
He was assigned to clerical duties at the Recruiting Station in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. On September 13, 1944, Yeoman Priddy 
departed for Milne Bay, New Guinea and, during the 12 months 
he was overseas, saw action in the Lingayen Gulf, Philippine 
Island, Luzon, Subic Bay, Bataan, Parang, and Balikapapen 
campaigns. He received the Good Conduct Medal and was honor- 
ably discharged from the Naval Personnel Separation Center, 
Memphis, Tennessee, on October 4, 1945. He returned to Arkan- 
sas City, where he and his wife, Lizzie Kate, make their home. 





JOHN M. PRIDDY 





* 


: 

‘onarman 3/c Walter Lee Priddy, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Priddy of 
lemphis, Tennessee, was born November 28, 1924, in Arkansas City, 
ickansas. He attended Arkansas City High School, afterwards being 
daployed as salesman at the C. A. Linaker Company of McGehee. Enter- 
ig the Navy May 15, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
frnia, and attended West Coast Sound School and Fleet Sonar School 
+ Key West, Florida, specializing in locating underwater objects and 
+bmarines. Sonarman Priddy served aboard the U.S.S. Chatelain and 
tie U.S.S. Glennon and departed in September 1943, for duty in the 
tlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, and Caribbean Sea. Overseas for 
larly two years, he operated with a task group against submarines and 
‘us awarded three Battle Stars and Presidential Unit Citation. After 
ling honorably discharged February 18, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
+ returned to McGehee, Arkansas. 





WALTER L. PRIDDY 





Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Albert Eugene Priddy, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. E. Priddy, Sr., of Memphis, Tennessee, was born May 11, 1920, 
in Charleston, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1942. He attended 
Arkansas City High School and Hemphill-Diesel School, afterwards being 
engaged as a Diesel mechanic. Entering the Navy February 19, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and served in the United 
States for two years before departing February 22, 1944, for the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations. He remained overseas for a year and eight 
months. After being honorably discharged January 13, 1946, at Milling- 
ton, Tennessee, he returned to Dumas, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Carr Lemoine. 





| ALBERT E. PRIDDY, JR. 
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MERCER E. BAYLISS 


T/Sgt. James E. Bayliss, son of Mrs. Florence E. Bayliss, was born at 
McGehee, Arkansas, on June 11, 1916. After graduating from McGehee 
High School he attended A. & M. College at Monticello for one year. He 
entered military service on August 11, 1941, and after basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, was attached to the Port Service Command and 
Staff Judge Advocate’s Office as a stenographer. Following two years 
of service in this country he was sent overseas in July, 1943, where he 
served for 15 months. Holder of the American Theater Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Rib- 
bon, and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, on November 17, 1945. 





GARLAND E. BAYLISS 


1 
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Ens. Garland Erastus Bayliss, son of Mrs. Florence E. Bayliss, was bor 
August 27, 1924, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended McGehee Publi¢ 
Schools and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello. Entering the Navy 
November 3, 1942, he attended: Naval Reserve Midshipmen’s School at 
Columbia University, New York.City,.and spent two years in the United ; 
States, including service at New York Naval Shipyard. Departing Novem 
ber 19, 1944, Ensign Bayliss remained overseas for a year and three 
months. He was released from active duty August 1, 1946. His home 3s 
in McGehee, Arkansas. 






S/Sgt. Mercer E. Bayliss, son of Mrs. Florence Bayliss, was bor 
at Warren, Arkansas, February 21, 1919. He was educated j 

McGehee Public Schools, after which he was employed as | | 
man by the Missouri Pacific Railway. He entered the Eng 
ing Corps, May 7,1942, receiving basic training at Camp 
bourne, Louisiana, and specializing as construction foren 
Attached to the 408th Engineers, he departed from the Unite 
States August 6, 1942, for England. He participated in th 
Tunisian, Sicilian, Algerian French Morocco, Naples-Foggia 
Rome-Arno, Rhineland, North Apennines and Central Europ 
campaigns and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and eigh 
Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar 
racks, Missouri, September 10, 1945. 








JAMES E. BAYLISS 


[ 668 ] 













_ e 
. 9 
" ww % - s 
= Lf ’ s 
wn 2 =e -* ‘ 


- i 
a -— » 
aT ae 
,. ae The Pe 
= ire «p-- = = : 


os he eee * 
sea IGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





T/4 Jack B. Seamans, son of Mrs. Zura Mae Seamans and the late P. Ss. 
- Seamans, was born April 2, 1913, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended 
McGehee High School, afterwards being employed by the U. 8. Engineers. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers October 19, 1943, he received basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and attended Heavy Equipment 
School, qualifying as heavy equipment mechanic. After serving for a 
year in the United States with the 1485th Engineer Maintenance Com- 
pany, he departed December 16, 1944, for the Philippines and remained 
overseas for a year and a month. ‘He participated in campaigns of Leyte 
and Luzon in the Philippines and Japan, spending three months with the 
Army of Occupation, and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-PacificyTheater 
Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged January 24, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to McGehee, where he 
lives with his wife, Betty Jean, and their child. 





JACK B. SEAMANS 


pl. Glen Guy Seamans, son of Mrs. Zura Mae Seamans and the late Pee 
samans, was born September 27, 1917, in McGehee, Arkansas. He at- 
snded McGehee High School and Arkansas A. & M. College in Monticello, 
rkansas. Entering the Quartermaster Corps April 15, 1941, he received 
asic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. Corporal Seamans was 
illed at Ft. Leonard Wood while in training on July 5, 1941. He is sur- 


ved by his family. 





GLEN G. SEAMANS 


T/Sgt. Billie Joshua Seamans, son of Mrs. Zura Mae Seamans and the late 
P. S. Seamans, was born May 22, 1921, in McGehee, Arkansas. He at- 
tended McGehee High School and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello. 
Entering the Air Corps August 22, 1942, he received basic training at 
. St. Petersburg, Florida, and attended Aerial Gunnery and Photography 
Schools, qualifying in aerial photography. Sergeant Seamans departed 
March 16, 1943, for North Africa and remained overseas for 13 months, 
participating in campaigns of Africa, Italy, Sicily, Balkans, Germany, and 
France. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon, four Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Presi- 
dential Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Air Medal with 10 
Oak Leaf Clusters. After being honorably discharged August 29, 1944, 
“© at St. Petersburg, Florida, he returned to McGehee, where he lives with 
his wife, Dorothy Louise. 














BILLIE J. SEAMANS 


pl. Harry Earnest Seamans, son of Mrs. Zura May Seamans and the late 
| S. Seamans, was born September 26, 1926, in McGehee, Arkansas. He 
tended McGehee High School. Entering the Air Corps March 20, 1945, 
1s received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Keesler Field, 
lississippi, and attended Mechanic School. Corporal Seamans served for 
ight months in the United States and departed’ in November, 1945, for 
‘ie Philippine Islands. He was still in service with the occupational forces, 
cording to last report received. His home is in McGehee. 





HARRY E. SEAMANS 
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Pfc. Catherine Maxine Gaston, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Si¢ 
McGehee, Arkansas, was born at Des Arc, Arkansas, April 9, 1914, 
attended McGehee High School and was a beauty operator until ent 
the Women’s Army Corps on May 11, 1943. She served basic trai nit 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and specialized in message center work. Hi 
of the Good Conduct Medal, she has served 19 months of military ser 
She was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, on Decem 
10, 1945. She is the widow of the late Pfc. James DeWitt Gaston. 





CATHERINE M. GASTON 


Chief Machinist’s Mate Eugene Terrall Clark is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Venard Terrall Clark of Portland, Arkansas, where he was born March 
18, 1916. He was educated at Portland High School and was a lineman 
and service man with the Arkansas Power and Light Company until 
entering the Navy February 9, 1942. He became a machinist and was 
sent to the South Pacific Theater of Operations. He saw action in many 
battles in the Pacific, including Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Guadalcanal, Ellice 
Islands, Savo Island, New Georgia, Vella Lavella, Bougainville and New 
Britain. He also took part in the fighting off of many enemy air attacks 
and in the first landing of occupation forces in Yokahoma, and Kure, Japan. 
Chief Clark served aboard the U.S.S. Farenholt and the U.S.S. Talladega. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with nine Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon and the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, he was honorably discharged on February 9, 
1946, and has reenlisted in the regular Navy. His wife is Frances Ellen 


Clark. EUGENE T. CLARK 


2nd Lt. Benjamin Ryals Gaston, Jr. was the son of Benjamin Gaston and — 

Lola Lang Gaston of McGehee, Arkansas, where he was born February 6, — 
1922. He attended McGehee High School and Arkansas A. & M. College 
at Monticello and was employed by the U. S. Engineers. Entering the 
Marine Air Corps August 13, 1942, he received his flight training at New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Corpus Christi, Texas, and the Naval Air Station at 
Jacksonville, Florida. He was commissioned as a pilot and served nine 
months in the Marine Corps. This young officer was killed while ob — 
serving low flight landing operations of a plane which went out of control. — 

He died at Lee Field, Florida, on May 21, 1943. His mother and father 
lost two gallant sons, who gave their lives in the service of their country. 





BENJAMIN R. GASTON, JR. 


Pfc. James DeWitt Gaston was the son of Benjamin Ryals and Lola Lang 
Gaston of McGehee, Arkansas, where he was born on January 1, 1916. He 
was educated at McGehee High School and was employed by the United 
States Engineers until entering the Army Air Corps on August 1, 1942. 
He served his basic training period at St. Petersburg, Florida, and then 
attended Radio School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Radar School 
at Boca Raton, Florida. He became a radio operator and mechanic and 
was sent to India in July, 1943. This gallant soldier was killed in a plane 
crash at Jorhat, India, on December 25, 1943. He was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart and the Citation of Honor for his faithful 
service. He is survived by his widow, Catherine Maxine Gaston. 





JAMES D. GASTON 
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Sgt. Marvin F. Shook, son of William G. and Ellen Evelyn Shook, was vorn 
at Ellisville, Arkansas, January 27, 1913. Receiving his education in the 
Kelso Public Schools, he was engaged in farming and logging business 
until enlisting in the Army February 19, 1942. Receiving basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he qualified as combat infantryman and 
assistant squadron leader. Attached to Company KE, 19th Infantry, 24th 
Division, he was sent to the South Pacific on May 22, 1942, serving in this 
area for over three years. He participated in the campaigns of New Guinea 
and Southern Philippines and was wounded in action on October 20, 1944. 
Sergeant Shook was awarded the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Service 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, June 16, 1945. 






| MARVIN F. SHOOK 


It. William G. Shook, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William G. Shook, Sr., was 
trn at Kelso, Arkansas, July 10, 1923. He attended the Watson and 
I:lso, Arkansas, Public Schools and was engaged in farming until enter- 
iz the Engineer Aviation branch of the Army in February 1943. He 
reeived basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and later, spe- 
cilizing as a construction engineer, was assigned to H. & S. Company, 
106th Engineer Aviation Battalion. Private Shook was sent to the South 
Hcific in January 1944. He served nine months on Dutch New Guinea 
ad was killed in action on October 9, 1944. He is survived by his parents, 
vio live in Rohwer, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM G. SHOOK, JR. 


Pvt. Lawrence R. Shook, son of William G. and Ellen Evelyn Shook, was 
born at Kelso, Arkansas, July 22, 1925. He attended the Watson and 
Kelso Public Schools and was engaged in farming until entering the Army 
in October 1943. He received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and 
qualified as rifle and carbine marksman. Attached to Company E, 19th 
Infantry, 24th Division, he was sent to the South Pacific area, where 
after five months of service he was killed in action on Leyte Island, 
October 22, 1944. He is survived by his parents, who live in Rohwer, 
Arkansas. 


LAWRENCE R. SHOOK 


’ 
' 
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Ht. John P. Hughart, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hughart, was 
tr at Saverton, Missouri, on August 22, 1908, moving to Arkansas in 
140. He received his education at Eugene Field and Hannibal, Missouri, 
Heh Schools and entered the Army Signal Corps on July 2, 1942. He 
rveived basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and Ohio Bell Tele- 
rone School, specializing as a trouble-shooter and lineman. Private Hug- 
hrt served in the Rome-Arno, Foggia, Apennines and Po Valley cam- 
pigns and was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Fbbon with five Battle Stars, as well as Medal for Marksmanship. He 
vs honorably discharged at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, on September 
|, 1945, and returned to Rohwer, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
! rothy Cleo. 








JOHN P. HUGHART 
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Baker 3/c George Leo Kvaternik, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
McGehee, Arkansas, was born at Warren, Arkansas, March 
_ was educated at McGehee High School and was a cafe m: 
entering the Navy on March 11, 1944. Upon the completion 
training at San Diego, California, he attended the Cooks’ 
School and served eight months in this country before he wa: 
Southwest Pacific area in November 1944. Overseas more than 
he served on Guadalcanal, New Caledonia, the Philippines and 
and saw action at Iwo Jima, Okinawa and on Luzon in the P 
Baker Kvaternik was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon wi 
Battle Star, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, the V 
Ribbon, and the American Theater Ribbon. He was returned to th é] 
States in January, 1946, and was honorably discharged at thee 
Separation Center at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Odess 





the parents of one child. 
GEORGE L. KVATERNIK 


Cpl. L. D. Butler, son of Mrs. Lura Bowles of McGehee, Arkansas, was 
born at Blytheville, Arkansas, October 9, 1924. He was educated at 
MeGehee High School and was employed by the United States Engineers 
until entering the military service on February 16, 1943. Corporal Butler 
served his basic Air Corps training at Miami Beach, Florida, and then was 
sent to the Anderson Organization School at Los Angeles, California. He 
became a mechanic and served six months in this country with the Air 
Corps. In October, 1943, he was sent to the European Theater of Oper- 
ations. A veteran of almost two and one-half years of overseas service 
and three years of military service, he has seen service with the Infantry 
and the Engineers as well as the Air Corps. Holder of the European 
Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, March 8, 1946. His wife is 
Gloria Butler. 





LEALON W. STANFORD 


T/4 Lewis J. Butler is the son of Mrs. J. W. Owen of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
where he was born June 17, 1909. After graduating from Pine Bluff 
High School, he became division storekeeper for the Arkansas Power and 
Light Co., a post which he held continuously until entering the Army on 
April 3, 1944, Sergeant Butler received his Signal Corps basic training 
at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and served six months in this country before 
he was sent to the Southwest Pacific theater with his unit, the 4025th 
Signal Service Group. Overseas 15 months, he took part in the fighting 
in New Guinea and on Leyte and Luzon in the Philippines. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 20, 1946. 
He and his wife, Hazel, are-the parents of a daughter, Lorraine. 
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T/4 Lealon Wesley Stanford, son of John Wesley and Mattie Viola St 
ford, was born in Monroe County, Mississippi, January 8, 1910. Ana 
motive mechanic prior to his entrance into military service on June 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and was 2 
signed to duty as an automotive mechanic with the 8lst Quartermée 
Company. After two years of service with his unit in Continental Un . 
States, he sailed on July 9, 1944, for the South Pacific war zone, ba 
during the 18 months he served i in the Pacific, participated in the Southern 
Philippines campaigns. He counts among his awards, the Driver's and 
the Mechanic’s Awards, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie TI 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, and the Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Stanford was honorably © 
discharged from the service at Ft. MacArthur, California, November ~ 
28, 1945. He is the husband of Leatha Orell Stanford. 
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T/4 Charles C. Price, son of Mrs. Ruth K. Price, was born at Dumas, 
Arkansas, April 6, 1917. He received his education by attending Little 
Rock Senior High School and A. & M. College, Monticello, and was after- 
wards employed as manager for R. A. Adcock Wholesale Grocer. Entering 
the Army Signal Corps December 28, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp Kohler, California, qualifying for cryptographic technician. After 
serving in the United States 10 months, he was sent to New Guinea No- 
vember 11, 1944. He served on New Guinea and Southern Philippine 
Islands. Returning to the United States January 17, 1946, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 24, 1946. He and his wife, 
Eva, live in McGehee with their child. 


| CHARLES C. PRICE 


‘5 Willie B. Keahey, son of Mrs. A. W. Keahey and the late Mr. Keahey, 
as born November 27, 1909, at Wilmar, Arkansas. He attended the 
|cGehee High School, after which he was employed as a locomotive fire- 

_ ian for the Missouri Pacific Railroad until entering the Army on January 
}, 1943. Receiving basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, he was 
¢signed to the 713th Railway Operating Battalion, Company C, and 
(parted for North Africa on June 6, 1943. He served in the Naples- 
Ibggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland, and Central European 

mpaigns, for which he was awarded the European-African-Middle 
istern Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, five Overseas 
ltrs, and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Ihrracks, Missouri, December 2, 1945, and returned to McGehee, where 
} lives with his wife, Maudie Lee. 





P 
o. Lm 


WILLIE B. KEAHEY 


Sgt. Wiley Ray Avery, son of William R. and Mazie E. Avery, was born 
at McGehee, Arkansas, November 15, 1919. He received his education by 
attending McGehee High School and Whitehaven Aeronautical School in 
Tennessee, afterwards being employed by the Farm Security Administra- 
tion. Entering the Army Air Corps February 7, 1942, he received basic 
training at Brookley Field, Alabama, and later attended National School 
of Aeronautics, Kansas City, where he qualified for machinist. After 
serving 18 months in the United States, he departed for England, May 
10, 1948, attached to 29th Repair Squadron, A. D. G. After more than 
two years’ service overseas, Sergeant Avery returned to the United 
States June 24, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, November 6, 1945. He lives in McGehee. 





' 
| WYLIE R. AVERY 


! armacist’s Mate 3/c Harry Elbert Lambert, son of Mrs. Nettie Lambert, 
vs born June 28, 1925, at Walnut Lake, Arkansas. He attended high 
snools at McGehee, Arkansas, and Poplar Bluff, Missouri, prior to enter- 
ils the Navy August 27, 1943. After receiving boot training at Farragut, 
Iiho, he attended Hospital Corps Schoo! at Farragut and departed from 
tls United States December 14, 1944, for the Northern Pacific attached 
t} the Hospital Corps. Mate Lambert participated in support of the Oki- 
nwa invasion, carrier-based strikes on Okinawa and Japan, and bombard- 
nt of Okinawa, Japan, and surrounding islands. He was awarded 
1erican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
jurs, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon, and after three 
onths’ service with the Naval Occupation Forces was honorably dis- 
carged February 1, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri. 


2'> 3S 





HARRY E. LAMBERT 
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Sgt. Frank H. Ross, son of the late Mrs. Ruth Ross, was born : 
cello, Arkansas, February 20, 1913. He received his education b; 
ing Monticello High School and Monticello Business College. | 
the Medical Corps August 17, 1942, he received basic training | 
Claiborne, Louisiana, and by attending Brooke General Hospital 
School qualified for medical technician. Attached to Co. B, 328 
Bn., 103rd Inf. Division, he departed from the United States Octobe 
for the European theater and saw service in the Rhineland, So 
Germany campaigns, Battle of the Vosges Mountains and Colma: 
tria, and Brenner Pass campaigns. He was awarded the Combat Medi) 
Badge, Bronze Star, and Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Ross receiy: 
an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks January 19, 1946, returni; 
to McGehee, where he lives with his wife, Mabel Aline. — i 





FRANK H. ROSS 


T/5 Blanche Wesley Pinckard, son of Mrs. Susie Wynn of McGehee,. 
Arkansas, was born at Churant, Louisiana, on October 13, 1913. He at- 
tended the Lake Village Public Schools and engaged in farming until 
entering the Army January 16, 1943. He received basic training at Ft. 
Warren, Wyoming, in the Quartermaster Corps as a heavy-truck driver. 
After completing his training in the United States, Corporal Pinckard 
was sent to the European Theater of Operations September 20, 1943, 
where he participated in the campaigns of Northern France, Normandy, 
Central Europe, Rhineland, and the Ardennes, receiving the European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with five Bronze Stars and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
October 18, 1945, and lives at Halley, Arkansas, with his wife, Edna 
Jane, and their child. 


BLANCHE W. PINCKARD 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Frank C. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. Radfo’ 
Johnson, was born at Hamburg, Arkansas, August 24, 1917. Aft 
completing his education at Chicot and Hamburg High Schools and A. a 
M. College, Monticello, Arkansas, he enlisted in the Navy July 16, 194) 
and received boot training at San Diego, California. Assigned to the U.S" 
Flusser, a medium destroyer, in September 1941, he spent three years — 
convoy, patrol, and combat duty through the South Pacific, seeing acti” 
at Gaudalcanal, Coral Sea, New Guinea, New Britain, Saipan, and A’ 
miralty Islands. In August, 1944, he was transferred to the U.S.S. Wyand' 
and as a member of its crew made landings on Leyte, Guam, and Okinaw 
During the latter engagement his ship was struck by three bombs al 
returned to the United States for repair. He was awarded Good Condu” 
Medal, Presidential Unit Citation, Victory, Pre-Pearl Harbor, Americ: 
Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons with nine Battle Stars, and Philipp! 
, Liberation Ribbon. Following honorable discharge September 2, 194 
FRANK C. JOHNSON he reenlisted. His wife, Nila Dale, and children, live at Halley, Arkansé 








T/5 Joseph Fuller Pryor, son of Andrew F. and Abbye Pryor,’ was born 
December 1, 1916, at San Jon, New Mexico, and moved to Arkansas in 
1927. He received his education in the public schools of Bellview, New 
Mexico, and DeQueen, Arkansas, and was engaged in farming prior to 
his entrance into the Army on May 16, 1944. Following basic training at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, he was sent to the Tank School, Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
for specialized training as a mechanic, and was later assigned to the 560th 
Field Artillery Battalion. During his 20 months of service he was awarded 
the Expert Rifleman’s (carbine) Medal and the Mechanics’ and Drivers’ 
Medal. On November 30, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina, and returned to Halley, where he lives with his wife, 
Dewella, and their children. 








\ a 5 fai 
JOSEPH F. PRYOR 
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Cirpenter’s Mate Ben R. Rayder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben W. Rayder, of 
Vitson, Arkansas, was born May 7, 1910. He attended Watson Public 
Shools and was later employed in the Pine Bluff Arsenal, Pine Bluff, 
Ajkansas. He entered the Seabees October 25, 1942. He and his wife, 
Obie Lee, have a daughter. 
r¢ord of Mate Rayder were furnished. 





W. C. LLOYD 


Cy Charles Arland Preddy is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Preddy of 
Witsen, Arkansas, where he was born October 4, 1924. He attended the 
Witson High School and completed his education at Gulf Coast Military 
Aidemy. Entering the military service March 12, 1943, he was sent 
tol\Camp Crowder, Missouri, for his basic training and became a light 
tri:k driver for Signal Corps units. Corporal.Preddy served almost three 
yers, serving with Headquarters, 2nd Signal Service Battalion. He was 
av.rded the Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 
2.1946. He and his wife, the former Ila Marie Nicholson, are the parents 


of|ne child. 





WILLIAM F. RICE, JR. 
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Shipfitter 1/¢c William Franklin Rice is the son of William Franklin and 
Jasie Rice of Watson, Arkansas, where he was born November 28, 1922. 
He graduated from Watson High School in 1940 and entered the Navy 
on August 31, 1942. After completing boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, he was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in November, 1942. He 
spent 18 months in Hawaii and also saw service on Palmyria Island and 
at Kaneohe Bay. Overseas a total of more than 33 months, he was 
returned to this country in August, 1945, and saw service with the 5th 
Naval District Shore Patrol Detachment. Shipfitter Rice was honorably 
discharged at Camp Shelby, Virginia, December 4, 1945. 


No further details regarding the service 





BEN R. RAYDER 


Pfe. W. C. Lloyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lloyd, was born 
November 14, 1913, in Elpine, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Watson High School, afterwards being engaged in construction 
work. Entering the Marine Corps March 28, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, qualifying as welder with the 3rd Engineers, 
3rd Marine Division. Departing January 14, 1945, for Guam, Private 
Lloyd served ‘overseas for one year. After being honorably discharged 
February 1, 1946, at San Diego, he returned to his home in Watson, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Pauline, and their children. 





CHARLES A. PREDDY 
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Lt. (j.g.) James Daniel Moore, son of Mrs. I. V. Kendrick, 
December 3, 1916, in Adona, Arkansas. He graduated from Du: 
School. Entering the Navy November 13, 1936, he received boc 
at San Diego, California, and attended General Motors Di 
qualifying as engineer. Lieutenant Moore was at Pearl Harbo: 
cember 7, 1941, on the U.S.S. Maryland. He also served on fl 
Laffey until it was sunk December 20, 1942; on the Wadsworth 
L.C.I. 763. He participated in campaigns at Pearl Harbor, Midway, 
canal, Cape Esperance, Savo Island, Bougainville, Green Islai 
Okinawa. He was wounded in action and was awarded the Ai 
Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Presidenti 
Citation, and Victory Ribbon. He is remaining in service. H 
Pauline, and their son live in Watson, Arkansas. 






is 





JAMES D. MOORE 


Seaman 2/c Robert C. Gaddy, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Lee Gaddy of 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was born December 5, 1918, at Wilmar, Arkansas, 
and received his education at Watson, Arkansas, and Wilmar High Schools. 
He entered the Armed Services November 8, 1944, and after boot training 
at San Diego and Port Hueneme, California, was assigned to active duty 
with the Seabees, seeing service with both the 146th and 15th Naval 
Construction Battalions. After more than 11 months in the service, he 
was honorably discharged at Memphis October 10, 1945, and again makes 
his home in McGehee, Arkansas, with his wife, Inez, and their children. 






ROBERT C. GADDY | 


* 










Pfc. Olen C. Singleton, son of Elbert and Emma Singleton of he 
Arkansas, was born March 25, 1913, at Oden, Arkansas. He atte 

the Oden Public School and later engaged in farming prior to his sini 
into the Army on November 9, 1942. Following basic training at Ca” 
Crowder, Missouri, Private Singleton was assigned to the 342nd C 
nance Depot Co. and, after 11 months’ service in the United States, 1 
sent to the European theater October 7, 1943. During the two years, 
served overseas, he saw action in the Normandy, Rhineland, North 
France, and Central European campaigns. He was awarded the Europe: 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star, Good © 
duct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably | 
charged November 9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, and lives in Watson, Ark | 
sas, with his wife, Dora. 4g 





ec 


OLEN C. SINGLETON 


Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Eldred Hilton Lee is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Frank Lee of Magazine, Arkansas, where he was born August 16, 1900. 
He attended Magazine High School and was a farmer and auto mechanic 
until entering service with the Navy Seabees on November 23, 1942. He 
remained on inactive duty until April 19, 1943, and was then sent to 
Camp Perry, Virginia, for his boot training period. In October, 1943, 
he was sent to the Gilbert Islands in the South Pacific theater and served 
with Naval Construction Battalions for 15 months. He was returned to 
the United States and was honorably discharged April 3, 1945, at Oak- 
land, California. He and his wife, Theora, have one daughter. 


ELDRED H. LEE 
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Pfc. Dewie Elbert Minchew, son of Elmer and Freddie Sarah Minchew, 
was born at Wilmar, Arkansas. He attended school at MacArthur, Arkan- 
sas, and was subsequently employed by the Missouri Pacific bus station 
as mechanic. Entering the Army (Infantry) on June 11, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and was assigned to the 81st 
Division, remaining in the United States for more than two years before 
sailing July 1, 1944, for Hawaii. During his stay of 17 months in the 
Pacific area, he participated in two major battles, and was wounded in 
action. Private Minchew was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, and the Order of the Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 9, 1945. He) and his wife, Alpha 
Lue, are the parents of one child. 





| DEWIE E. MINCHEW 








Cot. Joseph Frank McWilliams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. F. McWilliams, 
Si was born February 27, 1916, in Texarkana, Texas, moving to Arkan- 
se, in 1921. He attended El Dorado High School, El Dorado Junior Col- 
lels, Louisiana State University, and University of Arkansas, afterwards 
beng engaged as paymaster for the Arkansas Power & Light Co. Entering 
th Ordnance Department August 24, 1944, he received basic training at 
Clnp Perry, Ohio, and attended Ordnance School at Aberdeen Proving 
Gbund, Maryland, qualifying as ordnance shop officer. After serving 
inthe United States with the 264th Ordnance M.M. Co., Captain Mc- 
Wiliams departed November 3, 1944, for Southern France. Overseas for 
eilat months, he participated in campaigns of the Rhineland and Central 
E}rope. He was honorably discharged March 15, 1946, at Ft. Meade, 
Mryland, and returned to Dumas, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Miry Cornelia, and their child. 







| peeps JOSEPH F. McWILLIAMS, JR. 
i APRS pi 


1st Lt. Hester Lee Franks, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Franks of 
Dumas, Arkansas, was born July 1, 1910, at French Camp, Mississippi. 
He received his education at Dumas High School, College of Ozarks, 
Clarksville, Arkansas, and the University of Alabama, Tusculoosa, Ala- 
bama. He was athletic coach at Piggott, Arkansas, High School, prior to 
entering the Army Air Corps May 12, 1942. Following basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, he later attended the Army Air Forces Physical 
Training School and the Army Air Forces Officer Candidate School at 
Miami Beach, Florida, and Washington and Lee University at Lexington, 
Virginia. Thus thoroughly qualified as a physical training officer, he 
served in that capacity. He was honorably discharged January 28, 1946, 
at San Antonio, Texas. His wife is Winnie Wells Franks. 


HESTER L. FRANKS 


il Lt. Jackson C. Elliott, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Elliott, was born at 
Lbla, Arkansas, September 28, 1921. He received his education by 
g] duating from the Leola Grammar School and Gould High School. He 
eyered the Infantry October 28, 1940, and received basic training at Camp 
Rpinson, Arkansas, qualifying as Infantry platoon leader. Attached to 
tl 153rd Infantry, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands August 20, 1941, 
jeye he served for two years. He returned to the United States and 
d@arted again July 22, 1944, attached to 382nd Inf., 96th Division for 
‘te. Lieutenant Elliott participated in the battles ‘of Leyte and Oki- 
iva, receiving his commission on the field at Leyte, and was twice 


Sir. Medal, Purple Heart, Asiatic- Pacific Ribbon with two Stars. Philip- 
ie Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, American Defense Ribbon with 





1d orably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 7, 1946, and now ia 
afDumas with his wife, Darnelle, and their child. 


JACKSON C. ELLIOTT 
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rte ens: December 7, 1945. 
JOSEPH M. HUDSON 


Ist Lt. Al B. Goodgame, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Goodgame, was born 
at Holly Springs, Arkansas, December 23, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion at Bearden High School and Henderson Teachers’ College. He entered 
the Army with his National Guard Unit on December 23, 1940, and was 
sent to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, for basic training. He attended an 
Infantry Training School but later transferred to the Army Air Corps, 
and after completing his pre-flight, primary, basic, and advanced training, 
became a pilot. Lieutenant Goodgame was sent to the China-Burma- 
India theater June 21, 1944, and saw action in this area for more than 
14 months. He received the Distinguished Flying Cross and Cluster, Air 
Medal and Cluster, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
European Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor 
Ribbon, and Presidential Unit Citation. He returned to the States May 
15, 1945, and was honorably discharged November 27, 1945, at Camp 
Beale, California. He lives at Dumas with his wife, Emma Jean, and their 
son. 


wife, Anne. 





NED ABERNATHY 


Radioman 2/c Edward L. Kelley, son of Brooklyn Harrison Kelley, was 
born at Crossett, Arkansas, October 5, 1924. Following his graduation 
from Crossett High School, he engaged in the trucking business with his 


grandfather until June 9, 1948, when he entered the Navy and was sent to _ 


San Diego, California, for boot training, later attending a specialized school 
at Texas A. & M. College and 8.C.T.C. at Miami, Florida. After serving 
for a year in the United States, he went to sea May 18, 1944, and during 
the ensuing 19 months, saw service at many points in the European and 
South Pacific theaters, including participation in campaigns in Greece, 
Leyte, Tarakan and Borneo. He was awarded the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Stars, and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Star. Radioman Kelley was honorably discharged from’ service at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, December 18, 1945. He and Mrs. Kelley, the former Mary 
Louise Scifres, are the parents of one son. 
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Ist Lt. Joseph M. Hudson is the son of Charles Fred | 
Hudson of Dumas, Arkansas, where he was born Januai 
cated at Dumas High School and Henderson State Tea 
entered the Army Air Forces January 26, 1943. Lieuten 
came a flying cadet and served his basic military training 
Texas; his primary flight training at Ft. Stockton, Texas 
training at Garden City, Kansas, aand advanced training 
Randolph Field, Texas. He was commissioned as a pilot and w 
Southwest Pacific theater in June 1944. Overseas 14 mon 
action in the New Guinea, Western Pacific, Luzon, Southern 
Northern Solomons and Bismarck Archipelago campaigns. H 
Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Philippine Libera 
with one Star and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with si 
Stars, he was released from active duty at Camp Chaffee, A: 


> 
a 


AL B. GOODGAME © 


T/5 Ned Abernathy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Lee Abernathy, was br 
August 27, 1923, in Warren, Arkansas. He attended Dumas High § 
and Arkansas A. and M. College. Entering the Engineers May 31, 19 
received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and Ft. Leonard WV 
Missouri, and attended Service School at Texas Tech, Lubbock, — 
qualifying as rifleman, messenger, and mechanic. Attached to pe 
A, 22nd Engr. Trng. Bn.., he departed June 16, 1944, for the Europ i 
Theater of Operations. Overseas a year and a half, he participated 
campaigns of the Rhineland, Central Europe, Ardennes, and No 
France, and was awarded four Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Met 
After being honorably discharged January 4, 1946, at Jefferson Ba 
Missouri, he returned to Dumas, Arkansas, where ‘he lives with 1 
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23 s. Crofford, pe son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Spencer 
4 2 ff ord, Sr. . was born at Memphis, Tennessee, July 10, 1915, moving 
to Arkansas in 1930. He completed his education at Dumas, Arkansas, 
High School, and was later engaged in construction work. Sergeant 
‘ Crofford entered the Army Air Corps April 1, 1941, and received his 
- basic training at McDill Field, Tampa, Florida. He later attended Air- 
plane Mechanic School, Delgado, New Orleans, and B-24 Familiarization 
School, San Diego, California, and qualified as an aerial engineer and aerial 
gunner. He was assigned to the 2nd Air Force as a crew chief and served 
overseas for a total of 26 months in the Aleutian Islands and the Pacific 
area. He saw action in New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, Western 
Pacific, Northern Solomons, Ryukyus, Southern Philippines, and Luzon, 
and was awarded ribbons denoting action in each area. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 14, 1945, and reenlisted 
in Air Corps Reserve Training Unit in June 1946. His wife, Della, and 


an S. CROFFORD, yr. Children, live in Dallas Texas, where Sergeant Crofford is stationed. 


ce. Charles Redward Pescod, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thomas Pescod, 
(istobal, Canal Zone, was born at Silinia, Ecuador, December 8, 1913, 
zd moved to Arkansas in 1939. He graduated from Cristobal High 
Shool and was engaged as a professional baseball player and as physical 
-ector of the Hot Springs, Arkansas, Boys’ Club. He entered the Army 
£ ptember 28, 1943, and received basic training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 
frnia. Private Pescod qualified as a radio operator and gunner and 

zeived Marksmanship Medal and medal for the use of the hand grenade. 
if was attached to the 121st Cal. R.C.N. Sq. (M.E.C.), and his unit was 
slat to the European’ theater in May 1944. After eight months of service, 
}} was killed in action on the Western front December 2, 1944. Private 
iscod was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, and was buried in a 
litary cemetery in Eastern France. He is survived by his parents; his 
‘fe, Mattie Elizabeth, and a daughter, Charlotte Ann. 






CHARLES R. PESCOD 


Cpl. Bert O. Runyan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Phillips Runyan, was 
born at McGehee, Arkansas, August 2, 1917, received his education at 
McGehee High School and entered the Army November 6, 1941. Follow- 
ing basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he was sent with his unit to 
the European theater on October 14, 1942, and saw 36 months of foreign 
service as an automotive mechanic attached to Maintenance Battalion 
Co. B, 2nd Armored Division, and participated in the French Morocco, 
Sicilian, Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central 
European campaigns, and served an additional two months with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, the Bronze Star Medal, Bronze 
Arrowhead, a Presidential Citation with Cluster, American Defense Service 
Ribbon and the Fourragere (Belgian). Corporal Runyan was honorably 
discharged October 14, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





BERT 0. RUNYAN 





Set. John R. Runyan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Phillips Runyan of 
\:Gehee, Arkansas, was born in McGehee August 18, 1920. He received 
his education in the McGehee Public Schools, after which he was employed 
bi the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. as a brakeman. He entered the Army 
C tober 17, 1942, taking basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi. Later 
} received specialized training as an airplane mechanic at Keesler Field, 

ad as a gunner at Harlingen, Texas. Qualified as a crew and line chief 
o| B-17 Fortresses, he departed from the United States September 1, 1943, 
f|: the European theater. During the 25 months he served in this area, 
hi saw extensive action, including the Normandy, Northern and Southern 

‘ance, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central European campaigns. He was 
tls recipient of the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, a 

asidential Citation and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably . 
di charged October 31, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





JOHN R. RUNYAN 
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TOM L. PERTUIS, JR. 


Yeoman 2/c Fred Lee Fish is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John H, Fish, sr:, 

of Portland, Arkansas, where he was born August 8, 1917. He was 
educated at Portland High School and Arkansas A. & M. College and 
entered the Navy February 16, 1943. After serving boot training at San 
Diego, California, he became an administrative specialist and served 
over two years in this country. In August, 1943, he was given sea duty 
aboard the U.S.S. Y.M.S. 177, and served there for a total of nine months. \ 
He was honorably discharged at Jacksonville, Florida, February 3, 1946. 

He and his wife, Dorothy May, are the parents of one child. 





ARCHIE VINSON 


A.B. James Quinten Vinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt Vinson, was 
born December 19, 1925, in Herbine, Arkansas. He attended Woodlawn 
Public School and Arkansas City High School. Entering the Merchant 
Marines January 4, 1944, he received boot training at Sheepshead Bay, 
New York. During his overseas service he participated in the campaigns 
of Okinawa and Iwo Jima. He is still in the service in the South Pacific. 
His home is in Arkansas City. 
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Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/c Tom L. Pertuis, Jr., is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom L. Pertuis of Arkansas City, Arkansas, where he was born 
February 12, 1924. He attended the Arkansas City High School and was 
employed by the U. S. Engineers until entering the Navy on December 4, 
1942. He completed boot training at San Diego, California, and then 
attended the Naval Technical School at Norman, Oklahoma, and Mainte- 
nance School at Burbank, California. He became an aerial gunner and 
flight engineer and served three years in this country. In September, 
1945, he was assigned to units doing patrol duty and served with these 
units until December, 1945. He was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, 
California, March 15, 1946. 





a 


FRED L. FISH 


Pfc. Archie Vinson, son of Dewitt and Eunice Vinson of Arkansas City, 
Arkansas, was born September 25, 1922, at Rowell, Arkansas, and attended 
the public schools at Woodlawn and Arkansas City (Arkansas). Entering 
the Marine Corps July 15, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and was sent with his unit to the Pacific theater on November 
3, 1942. During the 26 months he served overseas, he saw action, including 
the campaigns of Tarawa, Saipan and Tinian. Among his decorations for 
meritorious service, he counts the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, and a Presidential Citation. He was honorably dis- 
charged October 11, 1945, at Parris Island, South Carolina. 





JAMES Q. VINSON 
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Fireman 1/c Thomas Duane Nagel, son of Marie Alice and Thomas Nagel, 
was born July 9, 1924, in Hartman, Arkansas. He attended Halley School, 
Dermott High School, and Monticello A. & M. College, afterwards being 
employed at the Pine Bluff Arsenal and the Japanese Relocation Center 
at Rowher, Arkansas. Entering the Navy February 16, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Naval Diesel School 
at Los Angeles, qualifying as motor machinist’s mate, third class, and 
fireman, first class. Overseas for 18 months, he participated in campaigns 
of Vella Lavella, Munda, and New Caledonia and, after returning to the 
United States, was sent to New York, Virginia, and Los Angeles, Caii- 
fornia, via the Panama Canal. Returning to the Pacific after V-J Day, 
he served in Japan and on Bikini Island, participating in preparations for 
atomic bomb tests. He was still in the service, according to last report 
received, and his home is in Halley, Arkansas. 





THOMAS D. NAGEL 


Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c Dewey Jefferson Howell, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey J. Howell, Sr., was born at Pine Bluff May 16, 1924. He received 
his education at McGehee High School, after which he was employed as 
a salesman in a drug store. Entering the Navy March 6, 1943, he received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and later attended Hospital Corps 
Service School. He departed August 8, 1943, for the South Pacific and 
participated in the invasions of the Gilberts, Marshalls, Marianas, Caro- 
lines, Philippines (Leyte and Luzon), and Okinawa. Mate Howell received 
Asiatic-Pacific and Philippine Liberation Ribbons with Battle Stars and 
Commendation from commanding officer. After being honorably dis- 
charged from service at Memphis, Tennessee, November 18, 1945, he 
returned to McGehee, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Charleen 
Claire. 





DEWEY J. HOWELL, JR. 


Pvt. Elura Perrien, son of John E. Perrien of Watson, Arkansas, was born 
July 25, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He received his education in 
Little Rock, Lepanto, Nettleton, and Watson, Arkansas, Public Schools. 
Before entering the service he was engaged in the logging business and 
also worked for a railroad. He entered the service November 8, 1943, 
and received basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, He was sent to 
Germany with the 60th Infantry, 9th Division, 1st Army. Private Perrien 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon, Marksmanship Badge and the Purple Heart. He was given an 
honorable discharge March 23, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and has 
returned to Corning, where he and his wife, Doris Verlene, make their 
home. 





ELURA PERRIEN 


Pfe. Autus T. Lowry, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Martin Lowry of Pe 
mott, Arkansas, was born at El Dorado, August 4, 1915. He Aaa 
from Dermott High School and attended A. and M. College at Monty 
cello for one year. Prior to entering” military service June 12, cdl 
worked for the George W. Helme Company and the Railway | 2 te 88 
Agency. After basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, ° Oba Magee 
to the 335th Regiment, General Service, and sailed for the ] orth Atri a 
theater April 2, 1943. He served in five campaigns and EE emmated 
months. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, mtrte i 
September 24, 1945, and returned to McGehee, where he lives with nh tik Vets 
wife, Thelma, and their child. iy 4 Y 
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BRUCE C. GRUBB 


Sgt. Claude Oscar Roberson, son of Edward Gilford and Ethel Roberson 
of Gould, Arkansas, was born December 26, 1918, at Dumas, Arkansas. 
After completing his education at the Dumas High School he was employed 
as a grocery clerk until entering the Army on February 4, 1941. He 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was assigned 
to Company E, 153rd Infantry. Sent to the Alaskan theater in January, 
1942, he served with his unit on Kiska Island in the Aleutian Islands 
during his more than 26 months of overseas service. Sergeant Roberson 
was awarded the American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Campaign Ribbon with one Battle Star, and the Good Conduct Medal 
for his service with the Army. A veteran of more than four years of 
service, he was honorably discharged June 25, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Maxine Louise, have one child. 


their child. 
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EDWARD G. ROBERS 


Pfe. Lloyd C. Price is the son of Jack and Vera Price of Arkansas City, 
Arkansas, where he was born June 12, 1913. After completing his edu- 
cation at the Arkansas City High School, he was employed as a river pilot 
until entering the Army December 27, 1943. After serving eight months 
spent in basic training at Camp Abbott, Oregon, he was sent with his unit, 
the 556th Heavy Pontoon Bn., to the New Guinea area in the Southwest 
Pacific and took part in the New Guinea and Luzon campaigns. For his 
service during the 16 months he spent overseas he was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star and the Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged January 21, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas. He and his wife, Carro, are the parents of two children. 
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Cpl. Bruce Clifford Grubb, son of Maude Bulloch and Bruce Cody Crane 
was born August 23, 1912, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, moving to Arkan- 
sas in 1918. He graduated from the Dumas High School, after which he 
was employed as filling station operator until entering the Infantry De- 
cember 12, 1942. Corporal Grubb received basic training at Camp Howze, 
Texas, and Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. He received Marksmanship Medals 
for his proficiency in the use of the rifle and machine gun and, after 21 — 
months’ service in the United States, he was sent to England on September 
19, 1944, attached to Company D, 334th Infantry. Participating in the 
campaign of the Ardennes, he was killed in action December 25, 1944. 
His wife, Nell, and one child reside at Dumas, Arkansas. 





S/Set. Edward G. Roberson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Roberson, 
Sr., was born June 27, 1915, at Dumas, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Dumas Public Schools and Draughon’s Business College 
at Little Rock. Entering the Infantry February 4, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for supply NCO. Attached to 
Service Co., 153rd Infantry, he departed from the United States April 
15, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands where he served until April 5, 1944. 
Sergeant Roberson received rifle Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Robinson October 1, 1945. He and his wife, Louise, live in Dumas with 







it 1 Ul 
ce id - 


2 
7. a 
i} 


> 


iy 


CLAUD O. ROBERSON- | 





LLOYD C. PRICE 






a — The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Arkansas. 





WILLIAM R. FISH 


Maj. Earl Haley Cochran, son of Mr. and Mrs. William W. Cochran, was 
born October 26, 1918, at Portland, Arkansas. After graduating from 
Portland High School and University of Arkansas, he was engaged in 
farming and mercantile interests. Entering the Infantry February 3, 
1942, he attended Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying for 
Infantry unit commander and regimental supply officer. After serving 
18 months in I.R.T.C. and 15 months attached to 42nd Division, he was 
sent to the European Theater of Operations November 25, 1945, and took 
part in the Central European and Rhineland campaigns. Major Cochran 
qualified as expert with the rifle, carbine, and machine gun (caliber .30 
and .50) in 1943, and was awarded the Bronze Star, Meritorious Service 
Plaque for company, and Combat Infantry Badge. After spending seven 
months with the Army of Occupation, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, April 10, 1946. He and his wife, Maxine, live in 


Dumas, Arkansas, with their son. 


at Ft. Riley, Kansas, August 16, 1943. 





MARTHA E. ANDREWS 


y ; amano E: : Martha E. 
S/Sgt. Charles Reeves Andrews, son of Isaac Raymond and M: £ 
po tee was born at Lake Village, Arkansas, July 18, 1918. He grad- 
uated from Arkansas City High School in 1937, and was employed in a 
civil service position in Washington, D. C., leaving to enter the Air ( orps 


on August 11, 1941. Following basic training at Sheppard Field, Texa 


he attended Radio School, Scott Field, Illinois, and qualified for clas i fica- 


tion as administrative specialist. During his 51 months of 
received the American Defense and American Theater Ribb« ns 
Conduct Medal, the Victory Ribbon, and Marksmanship Meda!s 

ficiency with the rifle and pistol. Sergeant Andrews was hone 2 
charged at Bowman Field, Louisville, Kentucky, November 2!, 1° 
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S/Sgt. William R. Fish, son of Mr. and Mrs. William I. Fish, was born 
August 17, 1914, at Dumas, Arkansas, and was educated at Dumas High 
School and A. and M. College at Monticello, 
employed in a clerical capacity in the Post Office prior to entering the 
Army on May 7, 1942. Following basic training at Camp Robinson, he 
was assigned to Company D, 73rd Training Bn., and sailed for Africa on 
July 26, 1942. After almost 34 months of meritorious service overseas, 
and holder of Sharpshooter and Marksmanship Medals and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he returned to the United States and received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, September 21, 1945. He now 
makes his home with his wife, Norma Ruth, and their child, at Dumas, 


Arkansas. Later he was 





EARL H. COCHRAN 


Pvt. Martha Elizabeth Andrews, WAAC, daughter of Isaac Raymond and 
Martha E. Andrews of Arkansas City, Arkansas, was born at Lake 
Village, Arkansas, September 5, 1915. She attended the Arkansas City 
Public Schools and on April 3, 1943, entered the Army and received basic 
training at Ruston, Louisiana. After serving in the United States for 
four and one-half months, Private Andrews was honorably discharged 








GEORGE R. BOOTH 


2nd Lt. Maurice Andrew Camp, son of Ella and Andrew Joe Camp, was 
born March 3, 1914, at Paragould, Arkansas. He attended McGehee High 
School, afterwards being engaged as switchman for the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad Co. A member of the National Guard since August 15, 1929, he 
entered the Army June 23, 1941, and received basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California. Attending Field Artillery School and Transportation 
Corps Officer Candidate School, he qualified as rifle expert. Lieutenant 
Camp served in the United States with the Field Artillery, Engineers, and 
Transportation Corps and departed December 7, 1942, for Iran. Overseas 
nearly two. years, he was awarded the European Theater Service Ribbon, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon, World 
War II Victory Ribbon, American Theater Service Ribbon, and Good Con- 
duct Medal. After being honorably discharged December 28, 1945, at Camp 
Plauche, Louisiana, he returned to McGehee, where he lives with his wife, 


Leeda Mae. 





ROBERT E. VINCENT, JR. 


Seaman 1/c James G. Cruse, son of Mrs. Betty Cruse, was born September 
5, 1926, in Alexandria, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He at- 
tended McGehee Public School, Castle Heights Military Academy at Le- 
banon, Tennessee, and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monticello, afterwards 
being employed by the U. S. Engineers. Entering the Navy February 10, 
1944, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended 
Quartermaster School at Gulfport, Mississippi, qualifying in navigation. 
Seaman Cruse departed April 29, 1945, for the Philippine Islands and 
remained overseas for seven months, participating in the Tokyo operation. 
He was honorably discharged May 11, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
returned to his home in McGehee. 
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Ist/Sgt. George Robert Booth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie Byron Booth, 
was born at Lawson, Arkansas, December 22, 1913. After completing his 
education at Huttig Schools and A. and M. College, Monticello, Arkansas, 
he worked with a seismograph crew and as railroad brakeman. He entered 
the Army July 10, 1942, and received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, 


Missouri. He later attended Demolition School and qualified as unit fore- 


man. On April 2, 1943, Sergeant Booth sailed for Oran, Africa, with Co. F, 
335th Engineer Regiment. During his 29 months of overseas duty, he 
participated in the Rome-Arno, Naples-Foggia, Central European, Rhine- 
land, and Southern France campaigns, being awarded the European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with five Bronze Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. 
He returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, November 16, 1945. He lives in Huttig, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Ruth. 






MAURICE A. CAMP 


Seaman 1/c Robert E. Vincent, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Vincent, 
Sr., was born October 6, 1924, in Monroe, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas 
in 1941. He attended St. Cloud High School in Florida, afterwards being 


- employed as a clerk by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the 


Navy July 9, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California. 
He departed October 17, 1943, for the Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for a year and nine months, participating in campaigns 
of the Gilberts, Marshalls, Saipan, and Okinawa. After being honorably 
discharged November 21, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
his home in McGehee, Arkansas. 


JAMES G. CRUSE 
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where he lives with his wife, Gladys. 





WOODROW W. WATTS 


Flight Officer Arthur Reuben Cross, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur R. 
Cross, Sr., was born January 14, 1925, in McGehee, Arkansas. He at- 
tended McGehee Grade and High School. Entering the Air Corps August 
9, 1943, he received basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended 
Aviation Cadet Training School, qualifying as pilot. After serving for 
more than two years in the United States, he was honorably discharged 
October 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to his home 


Chief Commissary Steward Woodrow William Watts, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude T. Watts of Dumas, Arkansas, was born Augus 
cello, Arkansas. He attended Monticello and Garr 
afterwards being engaged as farmer, butcher, and ser 
Entering the Navy May 20, 1940, he received boot 
Virginia, and attended Commissary School at Jacks 
departed in September, 1940, on the U.S.S. Barnett 
years of overseas duty and participated in the inva 
the Solomon Islands, battle of Salvo Island, and the b 
at Guila in Sicily, Salerno, and Guadalcanal. 
charged May 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to M 


t 28, 1914, in Monti- 
ett Bridge Schools, 
vice station operator. 
training at Norfolk, 
onville, Florida. He 
for four and a half 
sion and defense of 
eachhead campaigns 
After being honorably dis- 
onticello, 


in McGehee. 





CARROLL T. GAMB 


S/Sgt. Glen B. Roberson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Be G. og of | Yessiage 
Arkansas, was born September 24, 1921. He receiv ed eo ion it a 
the Dumas Public Schools and was employed by the Pine ae _ enal 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Sergeant Roberson entered the Y Ws é ' 
September 1, 1942. His wife is Ruth Ellen see No Je ther in 
tion regarding the service record of Sergeant Roberson was 1 


ILL 








ARTHUR R. CROSS, JR. 


Sgt. Carroll Thomas Gambill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gambill, was 
born March 18, 1910, at Eudora, Arkansas. He graduated from Eudora 
High School and Macon & Andrews Business College at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. At the time of his entrance into the Army on February 5, 1942, 
he was manager of the Concord Chevrolet Co. in Eudora. After basic 


training at Camp Robinson, his training and business experience qualified 


him for assignment as chief clerk, Medical Detachment, 381st Bombard- 
ment Group. He served with his unit in the European theater for more 
than 26 months, receiving the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal and the Presidential Citation. He was 
honorably discharged at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, October 15, 1945. 
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S/Sgt. Ernest L. Leek, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will Leek, was born August 
13, 1923, at Star City, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Dumas High School and Hendrix College. -Entering the Army Air Corps 
(Troop Carrier Sqdn.) August 19, 1943, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and later attended Radio Operator-Mechanic 
School at Scott Field, Illinois, qualifying for radio operator-mechanic. 
Sergeant Leek departed from the United States November 1, 1944, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater, participating in New Guinea, Southern Philippines, 
Luzon, Western Pacific, and Ryukyus campaigns. He was awarded World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Silver Service Star, Air Medal, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After serving with the Army of 
Occupation over two months, he returned to the United States December 
19, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 4, | 
1946. He lives in Dumas, Arkansas. 





ERNEST L. LEEK 


Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate Edward B. Warrington, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward B. Warrington, Sr., was born at McGehee, Arkansas, De- 
cember 4, 1909. After completing his education at the MacArthur, Arkan- 
sas, High School, he was engaged in farming until enlisting in the Navy 
January 19, 1927. He received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
was assigned to sea duty, spending almost four years on the U.S.S. 
Arkansas before being honorably discharged. He reenlisted in September 
1939, and attended Fire Control School, Washington, D. C., later becoming 
crew chief in the Air Transport branch. He served in the Philippine 
Islands and Okinawa campaigns and on submarine patrol duty in the 
Caribbean Sea. Mate Warrington received two Commendations (one for 
transporting rockets from Maryland to Normandy for the continental 
invasion), Combat Air Crewman and Expert Rifleman Badges, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. His present term of enlistment will expire Oc- 
tober 6, 1947. 





EDWARD B. WARRINGTON 


T/Sgt. James W. Herrington, son of William Lee and Allie Mae Herring- 
ton, was born at Selma, Arkansas, July 23, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion by attending the Woodruff School at Little Rock, and McGehee Grade 
and High Schools, after which he was employed as grocery clerk and by 
the Railway Express Company. Enlisting in the Infantry June 13, 1941, 
he received basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Camp Howze, 
Texas, qualifying for platoon sergeant. He received medals qualifying 
€ him as sharpshooter with the pistol, rifle and carbine; expert Infantry- 
stern man’s Badge and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. Sergeant Herrington 
departed from the United States September 20, 1944, for Scotland. He | 
Saw service in the Ardennes, Central European, and Rhineland campaigns. : 
He also spent six months with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, and American Defense, American Theater, and 
ye cg Victory Ribbons. He received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
JAMES W. HERRINGTON racks, Missouri, December 20, 1945. 








T/4 Hugh B. Tichenor, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Tichenor, of McGehee, 
Arkansas, was born at Winchester, Arkansas, February 4, 1916. He 
received his education at McGehee High School and A. and M. College at 
Monticello, Arkansas. He entered the Army January 28, 1941, and after 
completing basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, served with the 14th 
Cavalry and 1st Special Service Forces, qualifying as a machine gunner 
and parachutist. Sergeant Tichenor served for several months in the 
Aleutian Islands and later was sent to the Italian and Asiatic-Pacific 
theaters. Among the engagements he participated in during the Italian 
campaign were those of Mt. Ladifensa, Ceppagna, Mt. Majo, and Anzio- 
Nettuno, during which he was wounded. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Star, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon with Battle Star, American Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
January 13, 1945. He lives with his wife, Hope. HUGH B. TICHENOR 
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S/Sgt. Henry P. Saine is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Saine of Watson, 
Arkansas, where he was born February 17, 1915. He was educated at 
Watson and McGehee High Schools and was employed by the United States 
Engineering Department at Vicksburg, Mississippi, until entering mili- 
tary service January 27, 1941. 
Corps and upon the com 





EVERETT B. PERRIEN 


pletion of basic training at Camp Robinson, 
‘Arkansas, he was sent to the Laboratory Technician’s School at the Army 
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T/5 Everett B. Perrien, son of Edgar Perrien of Watson, Arkansas, was 


born at Corning, Arkansas, December 2, 1919. Educated in the Corning 
schools, he was later employed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad and the 
J. W. Black Lumber Co. of Corning, prior to his entrance into the service 
December 2, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
where he was stationed for six months and then sent overseas with an 
armored unit where he spent three years, taking part in the battles and 
campaigns in the Tunisian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Apennines and 
Po Valley. This gallant soldier was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Defense Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with 
six Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart. Corporal Perrien was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, May 29, 1945, and now resides 
with his wife and two children at Corning, Arkansas. 


Sergeant Saine was assigned to the Medical 


and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs. He is a veteran of five years 
of military service. Serving with the Medical Section of the 1962nd 
Service Command Unit at Ft. Ord, California, he earned the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Saine was honorably discharged at Camp 
Beale, California, January 27, 1946. His wife is the former Mayhart 





Stinson. 
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JAMES E. SAINE 








HENRY P. SAINE 


Lt. James Edwin Saine is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Saine of Watson, 
Arkansas, where he was born November 23, 1921. After graduating from 
Watson High School in 1940, he was employed by the Army Engineers 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, until entering the Merchant Marine July 13, 
1942. He received cadet boot training at New Orleans and Pass Christian, 
Mississippi, and attended the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, 
New York. Lieutenant Saine then spent eight months in the Pacific 
theater as a junior third officer and was returned to the United States. 
He was sent to sea again and saw service in Atlantic waters and in the 
Pacific and many ports of call in African and European waters and spent 
four months in Toyko Bay. He was a member of a crew attacked by Ger- 
man submarines in the spring of 1943. He was serving as 2nd officer 
aboard merchant ships, according to last report received, and is entitled to 
wear the American Theater Ribbon, the Atlantic and Pacific Zone Ribbons 
and Victory Ribbon. -Lieutenant Saine also holds a commission in the 
United States Navy Reserve. 


T/4 Raymond H. Baker, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Baker, a pars 
Arkansas, was born August 11, 1922, at Havana, Arkansas. Te receiver 
his education in the Public Schools of Havana, after which he was en- 
gaged in farming. He entered the Army October 17, 1942. After eon: 
pleting basic training at Camp Roberts, ¢ alifornia, he was assigned to 
the 273rd Ordnance Maintenance Co. (A.A.), as mechanic and wrec: 

operator. On December 22, 1943, he departed for the A ae theate 
and during his 23 months overseas, served with bss oe cn m3 
campaigns in the Rhineland, Central Europe, N OY mandy, 2 ance, 
Ardennes. For meritorious service he was awarded the European oh 
Ribbon with five Bronze Battle Stars, American Theater att of ons 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and carbine igor rimrenetiech anriens * pate 
honorably discharged at’ Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 1» 
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Shipfitter 2/c James H. Hesselrode, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Hesselrode, 
was born at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, January 22, 1916. He received his 
education in the Pine Bluff and McGehee Public Schools and was engaged 
in the plumbing business before entering the Navy April 25, 1944. He 
received basic training at Farragut, Idaho, after which he attended Navy 
Salvage Diving School, specializing in deep sea diving. After more than 
two years in service, he was honorably discharged December 12, 1945, 
at Pensacola, Florida. He and his wife, Jennie Lee, live in McGehee, 
Arkansas, with their children. 





JAMES H. HESSELRODE 


Pfe. Joe C. James, son of Mrs. Annie Lorena James, was born September 
15, 1918, in Arkansas City, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas City Grade 
and High School. Entering the Infantry February 14, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and qualified as rifleman, 
receiving Sharpshooter’s Medal and Combat Infantry Badge. Private 
James departed October 21, 1944, for North Africa, and remained overseas 
for more than a year, participating in campaigns of Rome-Arno, Central 
Europe, and Germany, and spending six months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged January 2, 1946, at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he 
returned to Arkansas City, where he lives with his wife, Florence Mae. 





JOE C. JAMES 


T/5 Monroe T. Hickingbotham, son of Monroe and Gertrude Hickingbotham 
of McGehee, Arkansas, was born at McGehee December 4, 1913. He at- 
tended McGehee High School and was a locomotive fireman for the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad until entering military service January 2, 1942. 
Corporal Hickingbotham served basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mis- 
souri, and Camp Bowie, Texas, and also received training at Camp Edwards, 
Massachusetts. He was assigned to an Engineer Amphibious Combat 
Battalion and was sent to the European theater in August, 1942. Over- 
seas more than three years, he served throughout the Algerian-French 
Morroco, Tunisian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns, and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
six Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and Meritorious Service Unit Award. 
He was returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 5, 1945. His wife is Edna Hicking- 
botham. 





 S & 
M. T. HICKINGBOTHAM 


T/4 James Russell Gard, son of Russell Spence and Myrtle Edna Gard, was 
born September 27, 1921, at Portland, Arkansas. After attending McGehee 
High School and Arkansas A. and M. College, he entered the Arkansas 
National Guard in September 1939, and was called to active military duty 
January 6, 1941. Upon completion of basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
he was assigned to the 206th Coast Artillery and sent to Dutch Harbor, 
Alaska, where he served for almost three years with the 83rd Army 
Ground Forces Band as a drum major. For his service in the Aleutians, 
Sergeant Gard received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Star, Good 
Conduct Ribbon, and the American Defense Ribbon with one Star. He was 
honorably discharged from service at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Au- 
gust 17, 1945. 





JAMES R. GARD 
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LONNIE J. GRIFFIN 


Aviation Ordnance Mechanic 3/c William I. Sullivan is the son of William 
I. and Laura B. Sullivan of Arkansas City, Arkansas. Born at Arkansas 
City June 21, 1926, he graduated from Arkansas City High School and was 
a clerk at the Red Star Grocery when he entered the Navy in May, 1944. 
He received boot training at Jacksonville, Florida, and then attended 
special schools at Memphis, Tennessee, and Banana River, Florida. He 
became a tailgunner and served in this country until he was sent to the 
Marshall Islands April 4, 1946. Holder of the American Theater Ribbon 
and Victory Ribbon, he was serving on a special assignment in the Pacific, 
according to last report received. 


the United States Engineers at Vicksburg, Mi 


livan, have one son. 





WILLIAM H. GLOVER 


S/Sgt. Jacob A. Nations, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob A. Nations, Sr., was 
born May 12, 1921, in McGehee, Arkansas. He graduated from McGehee 
High School. Entering the Army Air Corps August 3, 1942, he received 
basic training at Clearwater and St. Petersburg, Florida, and attended 
Photo School at Lowry Field, Colorado, qualifying as photo section chiet 
and rifle marksman. Sergeant Nations served for 18 months in the United 
States in Hdq. and Base Service Sadn., T1st Air Service Group, and 
departed January 29, 1944, for the Western Pacific Theater of Operations 
Overseas for a year and eight months, he participated in campaigns ot 
Saipan and Iwo Jima and the air offensive against Japan, being awa 
Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, American Service Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Service Ribbon, and one Bronze Service Star. After being hi morably 
discharged October 31, 1945, in Camp Chaffee, he returned to A ckansas 
City, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Margaret Earlyne, and their 
child. 
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fee Lonnie Temes Griffin, son of Mrs Helen Griffi i 
; : iffin of Ark y 
Arkansas, was born at Lake Village, Arkansas, April 28, Sra ee 





WILLIAM I. SULLIVAN 


Storekeeper 1/c William H. Glover, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Glover of 
Arkansas City, Arkansas, was born at Rison, Arkansas, November 17. 
1918. He attended Rison High School, Mississippi State College, Arkansas 
A. & M. College, and Chillicothe Business College, and was employed by 
Ssissippi. Storekeeper Glover 
enlisted in the Navy March 8, 1942, and received boot training at San 
Diego, California. He specialized in disbursing. After three years in this 
country, he was sent to sea duty in the Atlantic and remained overseas 
for six months. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged January 7, 
1946, at Nashville, Tennessee. He and his wife, the former Gaynell Sul- 
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S/Sgt. Harvey Lewis Landers was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
L. Landers of Rohwer, Arkansas. He was born at Kelso, Arkansas, 
May 15, 1918, and completed his education at Kelso High School. He 
entered military service on August 12, 1941, and served with the 
Infantry. Sergeant Landers received basic Infantry training at Camp 
Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas, and at Camp Wolters, Texas, and became 
a drill sergeant. He served two years and four months as a member of 
the 5th Armored Division Infantry and won the Expert Infantry Badge 
in July, 1942. This soldier died a tragic death at Pine Camp, New York, 
on November 13, 1943, when he was killed in an automobile accident. 





HARVEY L. LANDERS 


Cpl. Christopher Landers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lewis Landers of 
Rohwer, Arkansas, was born at Kelso, Arkansas, November. 12, 1923. He 
attended Kelso High School and a machinist’s school and was employed 
as a machinist at Hartford, Connecticut, before entering the Army Air 
Corps February 23, 1943. Corporal Landers served basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and completed special training at Aircraft 
Armament and Aerial Gunnery Schools. In April, 1944, he was sent to 
the Italian Front as an armorer. Overseas a total of 14 months, he par- 
ticipated in the fighting of the Northern France, Southern France, Nor- 
mandy and Rhineland campaigns and the Rome-Arno, Po Valley and 
North Apennines campaigns in Italy. He also took part in the air combat 
over the Balkans and the general air offensive against Europe. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with one Silver Battle Star and four 
Bronze Battle Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge and Good Conduct Medal, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 
18,1945. 






CHRISTOPHER LANDERS 


Cpl. Daniel William Howell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lem C. Howell, was born 
January 29, 1914, at Graysonia, Arkansas. Following his graduation 
from Arkadelphia (Arkansas) High School, he attended the University 
of Arkansas for two years, after which he was engaged in farming. He 
entered the Army Air Corps October 24, 1942, and received basic training 
at Greenville, Mississippi, and by later attendance at Mechanics School 
at Gulfport Field, Mississippi, he qualified as an aircraft electrical spe- 
cialist. After almost three years of meritorious service, Corporal Howell 
was honorably discharged at the Sioux City Air Base, Sioux City, Iowa, 
October 17, 1945. He and his wife, Helen, are the parents of one child. 
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DANIEL W. HOWELL 


T/5 Lynwood McCone, son of Thomas Garland and Eunice McCone of 
Pine Bluff was born November 25, 1914, at Monticello, Arkansas. He 
received his education at the Dumas, Tillar and Winchester schools and 
was a grocery clerk and bread salesman until entering the Army on De- 
cember 23, 1942. After completing basic training at Camp Swift, Texas, 
he became a baker and was attached to the 158th Quartermaster Baking 
Company. Arriving in the Southwest Pacific theater in November, 1944, 
he saw more than 13 months of overseas service and saw service in the 
New Guinea and Philippine Islands campaigns. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, he spent two months 
with the Army of Occupation of Japan and was returned to this country. 
Corporal McCone was honorably discharged January 4, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Mildred Landers, are the 
parents of one daughter, Lynda Sue. 


LYNWOOD McCONE 
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ml -Capt. James S. Ross, 
James Spillman Ross, Sr., was born August 12, 


Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 


1916, in Arkansas _ City, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Arkansas City High School and Arkansas 
A. & M. at Monticello. Entering the National 
Guard in September 1934, he entered the Coast 
Artillery January 6, 1941, and transferred to the 
Army Air Corps, receiving basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, with .the 206th Coast Artillery and 
receiving Wings and qualifying as B-17 pilot after 
receiving training at Ellington Field and at Combat 
Crew Standardization School, Biggs Field, El Paso, 
Texas. Captain Ross departed in June 1942, for 
England and North Africa, and was later sent to 
Saipan, serving as B-17 pilot and B-29 airplane 
commander with the 97th Bomb Group and the 498th 
Bomb Group. Overseas for two years and three 
months, he participated in American theater patrol, 
50 combat missions in the European Theater of 
Operations, and 28 combat missions in the Pacific 
theater, being wounded in action over Tokyo, and 
being held as prisoner of war at Ofuna Prison Camp 
near Tokyo. He was awarded American Theater 
Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Pacific Cam- 
paign Ribbon, Purple Heart, Victory Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. Captain Ross is still in service 
at Tinker Field, Oklahoma City, Oklakoma. His wife 
is Virginia Ford Ross. 


2.—Capt. Walter Perstell Ross, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Spillman Ross, was born June 1, 1918, 
in Arkansas City, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas 
City High School and Monticello A. & M. College. 
He entered the Air Corps October 4, 1940. After 
receiving mechanic school training at Chanute Field 
he received preflight training at Kelley Field; pri- 
mary at Stanford; basic at Lubbock, Texas; advanced 
at Smyrna Air Base, specializing in four-engine 
flying. He then took training at Salt Lake City, 
Utah, classification; Tucson, Arizona; Biggs; Ala- 
mogordo, Clovis, New Mexico; and Topeka, Kansas. 
He qualified as pilot of bomber and four-engine 
transports. Departing from the United States in 
May, 1943, for the Southwest Pacific, Captain Ross 
remained in that area nine months and participated 
in campaigns of New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago 
and the Solomons. He was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Pre-Pearl 
Harbor Ribbon. He returned to the States and 
is with the Ferrying Command stationed at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. He and his wife, the former Shirley 
Langlore, have two children. 


3.—Seaman 2/c Major Garland Minchew, son of 
Lucy I. and Major G. Minchew, was born June 25, 
1924, in McArthur, Arkansas. He attended McArthur 
School. Entering the Naval Reserve August 13, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. Seaman Minchew departed September 17, 
1942, for more than three years of overseas duty. 
After being honorably discharged June 4, 1946, he 
returned to Halley, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Ollie. : 


4.—Aerographer’s Mate 3/c Florence Ross, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. James Spillman Ross, was born 
August 20, 1920, in Arkansas City, Arkansas. She 
attended Arkansas City Public School, Dumas High 
School, and Monticello A. and M. After graduating, 
she taught high school English and music, attended 
Detroit Music Conservatory, and taught in the 
Monticello High School. Entering the WAVES Feb- 
ruary 2, 1944, she received boot training at Hunter 
College, New York, and attended Aerology School 
at Lakehurst, New York. After serving in the 
United States for a year and a half, Mate Ross was 
honorably discharged August 29, 1945, at, Naval 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. On March 2, 1946, 
she married Louis V. Peverelly of the French Naval 
Air Force and sailed for France March 30, 1946, 
where she will study music in the Paris Conserva- 
tory. Her parents live in Arkansas City. 
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5.—Glyndon G. Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Spill- 
man Ross, was born March 4, 1921, in Arkansas 
City, Arkansas, He graduated from Arkansas City 
High School in 1944, and joined the Army Special 
Training Program, being sent to Baylor University 
from May to November, 1944, and to the University 
at Fayetteville, from J anuary to April, 1945. Enter- 
ing the service April 5, 1945, he received basic 


- training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was sent 


[ 691 ] 


to Japan October 3, 1945. He is still in the service 
with the 188th Paratrooper Division in Japan. His 
home is in Arkansas City. 


6.—T/Segt. Melville C. Ellis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Melville C. Ellis, Sr., was born February 6, 1919, 
in Fremont, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in March, 
1925. He attended Arkansas City High School, after- 
wards being employed by Red Star Grocery and 
Vestal Lumber and Manufacturing Co. Entering the 
Army Air Corps September 4, 1940, he received basic 
training at Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as 
supply technician and carbine marksman. After 
serving nearly four years in the United States with 
the 4th Academic Group, Seymour Johnson Field, 
North Carolina, Sergeant Ellis departed June 27, 
1944, for England and the European Theater of 
Operations, where he remained for more than a 
year. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Kuropean Theater Ribbon, Letter of Commendation 
from group commander, and Defense Service Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged September 20, 
1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he returned to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, where he lives with his wife, 
Rosa, and their children. 


7—Set. Jack L. Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. M. 
Wright, was born October 25, 1913, at Winchester, 
Arkansas. He received his education at the Win- 
chester Public Schools, after which he was em- 
ployed as a construction foreman. Entering the 
Engineer Corps December 6, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, qualifying 
as power shovel operator. Attached to the 749th 
Engineer Base Equipment Co., he left the United 
States January 21, 1945, for Manila. Serving 
through the campaign on Luzon, he was awarded 
the American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, and 
Philippine Liberations Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal 
and Victory Ribbon, and one Battle Star. Sergeant 
Wright received an honorable discharge at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, December 23, 1945, returning to Arkansas 
City, where he lives with his wife, Frances, and their 
children. 


8.—Cpl. Robert R. Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Spillman Ross, was born December 27, 1921, in Ar- 
kansas City, Arkansas. He attended Arkansas City 
Grade School, Dumas High School, Monticello A. & 
M. College, Fayetteville University, and Dallas En- 
gineer School. He was later employed by the U. S. 
Engineer Department in Costa Rica as transitman 
on the Pan-American Highway; in Edmonton, Can- 
ada, as draftsman; and as transitman on Alean 
Highway through Alaska and Canada from Fair- 
banks, White Horse, and Edmonton. Entering the 
1948rd Engineer Aviation Utilities Detachment May 
4, 1944, in Canada, he received basic training at 
Great Falls, Montana, qualifying as engineer (avia- 
tion) transitman and as rifle marksman. He de 
parted September 15, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas more 
than a year, serving as transitman on 20 
poral Ross was awarded Victory Ribbon, Good Cor 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and 


Pacific Theater Ribbon. After being | 

charged May 14, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re 

to his home in Arkansas City 

9.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/¢e Charles ¢ arroll Payne, ; 
of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Payne, was born at A 
kansas City, Arkansas, June 30, 1912. He ree 
his education in the Arkansas ( | 5 
after which he was employe 
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ervice in the Naval Construction Bn. 
He received boot training at Camp 

mmsburg, Virginia, later taking additional 
ya | Camp Endicott, Providence, Rhode Is- 
amp Parks, San Francisco, California, and 









‘ueneme, Los Angeles, California, specializing 

: ilitary engineering and qualifying as a sharp- 
Ps ) ter. Mate Payne departed February 20, 1944, 
attached to the 107th U.S.N.C.B. for the South 


Pacific. area, serving in the Marshall Islands and 
on Tinian in the Marianas. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific and American Theater Ribbons, and 
on returning to the United States was honorably 
discharged at Nashville, Tennessee, November 6, 
el He and his wife, Thelma, reside in Arkansas 
City. f 


10.—Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate Walter D. 
Grantham, son of Mrs. Ara Elizabeth Grantham, 
was born August 6, 1908, in Snyder, Arkansas. He 
attended Snyder High School, afterwards being en- 
gaged as an automobile mechanic and garage man- 
ager. He served in the Army Air Corps with the 
6th Pursuit Sqdn., 18th Group, at Wheeler Field, 

. H., having enlisted in November 1930, and being 
discharged in February 1933. Entering the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in 1940, he attended R.C.A.F. 
Technical Training School, St. Thomas, Ontario, 
Canada. He transferred to the United States Navy 
in 1942, and received boot training at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station, Illinois: Mate Grantham 
also attended Douglas C-54 Special Service School, 
Santa Monica, California, and he qualified as air- 
plane and engine mechanic and pistol sharpshooter. 
Departing September 23, 1942, for the Central and 
South Pacific Theater of Operations, he served over- 
seas for more than two years and was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Rib- 
bon, and Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged May 22, 1945, at San Diego, 
and returned home where he lives with his wife, 
Thelma, and their children. 


11.—T/5 Hugh Gordon Britton, son of Mr .and Mrs. 
Emerson Shirrell Britton, was born at Parsons, 
Tennessee, May 21, 1907, moving to Arkansas in 
1927. He received his education in the public schools 
at Steele, Missouri, and before entering the Army 
was employed as a. printer. Entering the service 
December 8, 1943, he received basic training at 
Camp , Abbott, Oregon, and was assigned to the 
Engineering Corps as a toolroom keeper. On Janu- 
ary 3, 1945, his organization departed for the Eu- 
ropean theater and he participated in the Rhineland 
and Central European campaigns. He was awarded 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ser- 
vice Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and rifle Marksmanship Medal. He returned 
to the United States September 10, 1945, receiving 
an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
September 17, 1945. He and his wife, Naomi Ger- 
trude, and their children live at McGehee, Arkansas. 


12.—Cpl. G. C. Britton, Jr., son of Leure and Grover 
C. Britton, was born November 4, 1922, in Brinkley, 
Arkansas. He attended Jefferson School, after- 
wards being engaged in farming. Entering the Signal 
Corps January 1, 1942, he received basic training 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey, qualifyine as truck 
driver, heavy. He served in the United States for 
more than a year with the 559th Battalion, and 
departed April 1, 1948, for the China-Burma-India 
Theater of Operations. Overseas for a year and 
seven months, he participated in the battles of 
Bakmo and Mytincan and was awarded two Bronze 
Stars, China-Burma-India Theater Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
January 24, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
his home in Arkansas City, Arkansas. 


13.—Ship’s Cook 3/c James E. Britton, son of Leure 
and Grover Britton, was born March 17, 1925, in 
Gould, Arkansas. He attended Jefferson School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Navy May 24, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Francisco, California. He departed September 12, 
1943, for Hawaii, and remained overseas for two 
and a half years. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
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Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon and, after 

being honorably discharged April 2, 1946, at Mem- 

phis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Arkansas 
ity. 


14.—Pvt. Van Buren Tullous, son of Joel 
and Vera Oliver Tullous, was born at Halley, Arkan- 
sas, December 24, 1919. He was educated in the 
Halley Public Schools before being employed as 
checker in a grocery store and market. Entering the 
Infantry April 12, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson. After training in the United 
States for five months he was sent to the European 
Theater of Operations on September 16, 1944. Pri- 
vate Tullous saw action in Northern France and the 
Rhineland and was fatally wounded in the Battle 
of the Bulge. He died December 20, 1944. He had 
received Expert Rifleman’s Medal August 12, 1944, 
and was awarded, posthumously, the Purple Heart. 
He was buried with full military honors in an 
American Army Cemetery in Luxembourg. Private 
Tullous is survived by his parents, his wife, and 
one daughter. ; 


Gulledge 


15.—Sgt. Edward H. Holman, son of the late Kattie 
and Ben Holman, was born September 13, 1918, in 
Collins, Arkansas. He attended Halley, Arkansas, 
School, afterwards being engaged in farming with 
his ainele! J. GC: Tullous, in Halley. Entering the 
Marine Corps in August 1938, he received boot 
training at Parris Island, South Carolina. Sergeant 
Holman served for two years in the United States 
and for more than five years overseas. He served 
in Hawaii, Midway, Pearl Harbor during the at- 
tack, Solomon Islands, and China. Wounded in action 
at Guadalcanal and Okinawa, he was hospitalized 
in New Zealand and was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Sharpshooter’s Medal, five Battle Stars, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He was still in the service in China, 
according to last report received. 


16.—Fireman 1/c Floyd Louis Wilcox, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. W. Wilcox, was born July 2, 1918, at 
Lorays, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Arkansas City High School, after which 
he was employed as_ salesman by Royal Crown 
Bottling Company. Entering the Navy May 17, 
1944, he received boot training at Camp Wallace, 
Texas, and, after three months’ service in the United 
States, departed for the South Pacific theater Sep- 
tember 11, 1944. He was aboard the U.S.S. Destroyer 
Lansdowne on patrol duty when the Japanese sur- 
rendered. He received the American Theater’ Rib- 
bon with three Stars, Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon with 
two Stars, and World War II Victory Ribbon with 
three Stars, and was honorably discharged at New 
York City, January 5, 1946. He and his wife, 
Evelyn, live in Arkansas City with their children. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 1/e Raymond Jerome Tray- 
lor, foster son of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Wilcox, of 
Arkansas City, Arkansas, was born at Greenville, 
Mississippi, moving to Arkansas when he was five 
years of age. He received his education by attending 
Arkansas City High School and entered the Navy 
November 19, 1943, receiving boot training at San 
Diego, California, and afterwards attending Ma- 
chinist Mate Training School at New Mexico A. & M. 
College. Mate Traylor departed for Falmouth, Eng 
land, on March 20, 1944, for a years overseas ser- 
vice. He was still in the Navy, according to last 
report received. 


18.—T/5 Curtis E. Williams, son of Mr. and Mr 
Charles L. Williams, was born at Altheimer, | Arkan 
sas, November 24, 1925. He received his educatio 
by attending the Dumas Grade School and af 
wards attended N. Y. A. Welding School K nt 

the Engineer Corps, Construction, I ebruary 22, 194 
he received basic training at Camp Abb tt, O1 n 
and Ft. Lewis, Washington, gualifying for truck 
driver and mechanic. After ) 

the United States, he departed May 
the South Pacific theater. He received 
Conduct Medal, Asiatie-Pacific Ribbon, 
ican Theater Ribbon. His pre 
pires January 24, 1947. 


training in 
1945, for 
the Good 
and Amer- 
reenlistment ex- 


15 months 
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19.—Ens. Elliott W. Matthews, son of Mrs. Fred E. 
Matthews of McGehee, Arkansas, was born July 1, 
1909, in Helena, Arkansas. He graduated from Lake 
Village High School and attended Draughon’s Busi- 
ness College in Memphis, Tennessee, afterwards 
being employed as engineer in the Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C. Entering the Maritime 
Service November 23, 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at Ft. Trumbull, New London, Connecticut, and 
attended Service School, qualifying in engineering. 
Ensign Matthews made four trips overseas, to Eng- 
land, France, and the Southwest Pacific. He was 
honorably discharged September 28, 1945, at Wash- 
ington, D. C., and returned to his home, where he 
lives with his wife, Carolyn, and their children. 
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1.—T/5 Charles M. Donley, son of Martin and Mat- 
tie Donley of Route 2, Watson, Arkansas, was born 
in Desha County, Arkansas, January 17, 1912. After 
completing his education he was engaged in farming 
until he entered military service February 19, 1942. 
He was assigned to the Army Engineers and sent 
to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, for his basic En- 
gineer training. After five months in this country 
he was sent to England in August 1942, and re- 
mained overseas for three years and two months. 
Corporal Donley saw action in four of the hard- 
fought battles in Europe and earned the European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He also holds the Marksman- 
ship Medal. He was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barrack, Missouri, October 11, 1945. 


2-—Ens. Clifton Leon Meador, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifton Walter Meador, was born February 19, 1925, 
in Dumas, Arkansas. He attended Dumas High 
School, Hendrix College, Louisiana Polytechnic In- 
stitute, and Tulane University. Entering the Navy 
January 12, 1943, he was a member of the Tulane 
N.R.O.T.C. Unit and specialized in five-inch, 38- 
caliber guns. Ensign Meador departed May 15, 1945, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for seven months, participating in 
the invasions of Balikpapan, Borneo, and Okinawa, 
and the anti-shipping sweeps off the China coast. 
After being honorably discharged May 16, 1946, at 
Boston, Massachusetts, he returned to his home in 
Dumas, Arkansas. 


3.—Pfe. Energey A. Powell, son of Leslie and Sarah 
Rebecca Powell, was born March 12, 1922, at New 
Blaine, Arkansas. He attended the Public Schools 
at Kelso, Arkansas, after which he was engaged in 
farming prior to entering the armed services on 
November 20, 1942. After he completed training at 
Camp Hulen, Texas, he was assigned to Battery A, 
459th C. A. Bn., and was sent overseas with his 
organization on October 22, 1943. He participated 
in the campaigns in Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Central Europe, and the Ardennes, and 
was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with~ 
five Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, November 5, 1945. ; 


4.—T/5 Lester B. Donley, son of Martin C. and 
Mattie Elen Donley, was born August 21, 1919, at 
Kelso, Arkansas. He received his education in the 
Public Schools at Kelso, after which he was en- 
gaged in farming until entering service with the 
Army Signal Corps November 20, 1942. He re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
and was later attached to 3401st Ordnance, 2nd 
Army. He was sent to the South Pacific May 1, 
1943, participating in engagements in New Guinea, 
Luzon, and Leyte, and later served for two months 
with the Army of Occupation in Tokyo. Corporal 
Donley was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatie-Pacifie Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
and the Victory Ribbon. He returned to the United 
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20.—Ist Lt. Hugh L. Williams, Jr., son of Mr. 
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Mrs. Hugh L. Williams, Sr., was born Mare ae fs 
1918, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended McGehee 
High School, Hendrix College, and the University ; 
of Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps September 3, — 
1940, he received basic training-at Scott Field, 
Illinois, and attended Service Schools at Wayne, 
Pennsylvania, and Yale University, qualifying in 
radio and administration. Lieutenant Williams served 
for three and a half years in the United States, his 
last station being Hunter Field, Georgia. He was ’ 
killed in service in a plane crash at Hartselle, Ala- 
bama, April 9, 1944. He is survived by his wife, 
Laura Smith Williams; one child, and his parents. 
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States November 28, 1945, and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 12, 
1945. He and his wife, Elizabeth, live at Watson, 
Arkansas. 


5.—Radioman 3/c Roger Peyton Meador, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifton Walter Meador, was born April 
21, 1927, in Dumas, Arkansas. He attended Dumas 
High School. Entering the Navy in January 1945, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as radio operator. He served at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Cape May, New Jersey, before 
departing for duty in the Atlantic Ocean. After 
being honorably discharged July 15, 1946, he re- 
turned to his home in Dumas. 


6.—Segt. James E. Rowland, son of Mrs. Madarasz 
Rowland, was born at Dumas, Arkansas, April 12, 
1922. He graduated from Dumas High School and 
attended Mississippi State College, prior to entering 
the Air Corps September 7, 1942. Basic training 
was received at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and he 
attended service schools at Keesler Field and 
Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as airplane me- 
chanic at Keesler Field and as electrical specialist 
at Chanute Field. Assigned to the 44th Air Depot, 
he departed with his organization for the European 
theater July 25, 1943, and participated in the cam- 
paigns in Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe for which he received the 
Meritorious Service Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
Unit Citation and European Theater Ribbon with 
four Bronze Stars. Sergeant Rowland returned to 
the United States October 27, 1945, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
November 1, 1945. 


7.—Pfe. James B. Powell, son of Leslie and Sarah 
Rebecca Powell of McGehee, Arkansas, was born 
April 9, 1926, at Subiaco, Arkansas. He attended 
the Kelso, Arkansas, Public Schools and was en- 
gaged in farming before entering the armed services 
September 7, 1944. He received basic training at 
Ft. Knox, Kentucky, qualifying as half-track driver, 
and was assigned to Headquarters Company, 786th 
Tank Battalion. He departed for the European 
Theater of Operations, March 23, 1945, and par- 
ticipated with his unit in the Rhineland campaign, 
also serving for a month after the close of the war 
with the Army of Occupation. He received the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon with Bronze Battle Star. 
Returning to the United States July 6, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, 
October 22, 1945, but reenlisted in the Army. 


8.—Pfe. Chester D. Donley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin C. Donley, was born August 21, 1919, at 
Kelso, Arkansas. He finished Kelso High School and 
was engaged in farming until his induction into 
military service on August 10, 1941. After basic 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, he was assigned 
to the Infantry, serving more than a year in the 
United States and almost three years in the South 
Pacific, where he took part in many engagements, 
including Guadalcanal and Amurfa. Private Donley 
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received the Infantryman’s Combat Badge, Good 
Conduct Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, and 
the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, August 28, 1945. 


9—Fireman 1/e William Milton Stuart, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Milton Stuart, Sr., was born 
August 13, 1925, in McGehee, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending McGehee High School, 
afterwards being self employed. Entering the Navy 
November 11, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Electricians’ School, 
qualifying as electrician. After serving for seven 
months in the United States, he departed June 20, 
1944, for the South Pacific and remained overseas 
for nearly two years, participating in campaigns 
of Western New Guinea and Leyte. After being 
honorably discharged April 29, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in McGehee. 


10.—Sgt. Ward Roney Meador, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifton Walter Meador, was born May 29, 1921, in 
Dumas, Arkansas. He attended Dumas High School 
and Hendrix College, afterwards being employed 
as airway traffic control operator for the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration. Entering the Air Force 
October 5, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, qualifying as airport control 
cower operator. Sergeant Meador served for two 
and a half years in the United States with the Army 
Airways Communication System and was awarded 
Good Conduct Medal and Marksmanship Medals for 
rifle, carbine, sub-machine gun, and pistol. After 
being honorably discharged February 11, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Dumas, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Virginia, and their son. 


11.—Lt. Gale Martin Rowland, son of Mrs. Madarasz 
M. Rowland, was born at Dumas, Arkansas, Novem- 
ber 3, 1917. He attended Dumas High School and 
Mississippi State College, afterwards being engaged 
as parts and accessories sales manager for Clower 
Chevrolet Company of Dumas and McGehee. He 
entered the Army May 6, 1942, and, after basic 
training at Santa Ana Army Air Field, California, 
and special instruction at Boeing School of Aeronau- 
tics in Oakland, California, was assigned as bombar- 
dier with the 485th Bomb Group, which departed for 
Italy March 10, 1944, taking part in the general 
air offensive in the Rome-Arno, European, Balkans, 
Southern France, and Northern Apennines cam- 
paigns. Lieutenant Rowland received the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters. He was honorably dis- 
charged October 1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, and lives 
with his wife, Rose Margaret, at Dumas. 


12.—T/5 Fred Osborne, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
A. Osborne, was born at McArthur, Arkansas, Feb- 
ruary 5, 1912. After finishing the Public Schools 
at McArthur, he was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army on October 17, 1942. He 
received basic training at Camp Campbell Ken- 
tucky, remaining in the United States for five 
months before being sent overseas March 24, 
1943, with the 757th Tank Bn. Sergeant Osborne 
participated in the campaigns of Rome-Arno, Po 
Valley, and Northern Apennines and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Bronze Battle 
Stars. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, November 3, 1945. 


13.—A.C.0.M. Lawrence Osborne, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James A. Osborne of McGehee, Arkansas, was 
born in McArthur, Arkansas, November 3, 1918. 
After finishing high school at McArthur, he joined 
the Navy on November 7, 1938, receiving boot train- 
ing at Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Virginia. 
During his period of service he was awarded the 
Expert Medals for both rifle and pistol. Following 
four years in the Navy, he was honorably discharged 
at Jacksonville, Florida, November 8, 1942, re- 
enlisting the following day. He is still in active 
service. 
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14.—S/Sgt. Hugh B. Smith, son of 
Annie Smith of Rohwer, Arkansas, wa 
Gilmore, Arkansas, February 14, 1916. He 
the Turrell High School and was a logging c 
tractor and truck driver until entering the Army 
Air Force February 21, 1941. Sergeant Smith was 
sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic 
training and then attended specialist’s schools at 
Chanute Field, Illinois, and Amarillo Army Air 
Field at Amarillo, Texas. He became an expert 
airplane mechanic and line chief and served with 
the 3030th Army Air Force Base Unit. A veteran 
of almost five years of military service, he holds the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, the Good Con- 
duct Medal and the Sharpshooter’s Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Roswell, New Mexico, No- 
vember 16, 1945. He and his wife, the former 
Jewell Simpson, have one child. 


15.—Sgt. Ed Woodrow Smith, son of Henry and 
Annie Smith of Rohwer, Arkansas, was born at 
Gilmore, Arkansas, November 12, 1918. He was 
educated at Turrell Public School and McGehee 
High School and afterwards was employed as farm 
manager and truck driver. He entered the Army 
Air Corps February 19, 1942, receiving basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and later attended 
Cryptographic Service School in India, where he 
qualified as a cryptographic technician. After com- 
pleting basic training, he was assigned to the 4505th 
A.A.F., B-4, and departed from the United States 
May 28, 1942, for the India-Burma theater where 
he served for 29 months. He was awarded the 
Asiatie-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, the American Service Ribbon, the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 16, 1945. He 
and his wife, Jimmie Jo, live with their children 
at Rohwer, Arkansas. 


16.—T/3 Willis E. Coddington, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence C. Coddington, was born at Warren, 
Arkansas, July 15, 1913, attended high school there 
and later became a service station attendant and 
tank truck driver. He entered the Army December 
27, 1943, and was sent to Camp Kohler, California, 
for basic training, afterwards attending Western 
Signal Corps School at Davis, California, qualifying 
as radio operator, high speed manual, and was 
assigned to the 38373rd Signal Service Company. 
After 15 months’ service in Continental United 
States, he sailed with his unit March 25, 1945, with 
Okinawa as his destination, and later saw action 
in the Okinawa campaign. Sergeant Coddington 
counts among his decorations, the Expert Rifle- 
man’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, American 
Theater Ribbon and World War II Victory Ribbon. 
After serving from October 18 to December 4, 1945, 
with the Army of Occupation in Korea, he was re- 
turned to the United States and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 5, 
1946. He and his wife, Lorene Morgan Coddington, 
are the parents of two children. 


17.—S/Sgt. Leroy D. Coddington, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence C. Coddington, was born at Warren, Arkan- 
sas, November 20, 1914. He attended Warren Public 
School, afterwards engaging in farming prior to his 
enlistment in the Army September 9, 1940. As an 
anti-tank crewman with the glider infantry, Sergeant 
Coddington served overseas for 43 months, par- 
ticipating in the Aleutians, German, and Belgian 
campaigns. He was awarded the Purple Heart, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged July 1, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to 
eee where he and his wife, Thelma, make their 
ome. 


18.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Dale O. Coddington is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence C. Coddington of 
Halley, Arkansas. Born at Warren, Arkansas, Au- 
gust 8, 1925, he was educe*ed at Warren and Halley 
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ols and entered the regular Navy at 
‘pon completion of boot training 
valifornia, he was sent to the South 
Overseas 39 months, he saw action 
aipan. Mate Coddington’s enlist- 
ended August 8, 1946. 


x 
—Pfe. Harry Coddington, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
ence C. Coddington of Halley, Arkansas, was born 
Accard, New York, February 6, 1907. He moved 
th his parents to Arkansas. in 1916, and com- 
_--— ~ipleted his education at the Warren, Arkansas- 
schools. He was employed as a carpenter and 
a plantation overseer until entering the military ser- 
vice February 5, 1942. After completing basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was assigned 
to a hospital unit and departed for overseas service. 
Overseas more than three years, he suffered one 
wound and won the Purple Heart. Private Codding- 
ton was honorably discharged at. Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, September 14, 1945. 












20.—Seaman 1/c Hilliard Waco Barringer, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Barringer, was born at Conway, 
Arkansas, September 8, 1916. After graduating from 
New Edinburg (Arkansas) High School, he was 
employed as a pine lumber grader for the Bradley 
Lumber Company of Warren, Arkansas, prior: to 
entering the Navy on May 8, 1944. He received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and after five 
months’ service in the United States, went to sea on 
December 28, 1944, and subsequently participated 
in the campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa, later 
serving with the occupation forces for four months 
after the close of the war. Seaman Barringer was 
awarded the American Defense Service Ribbon and 
the Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars. He was returned to the United States and 
honorably discharged at Memphis, January 7, 1946, 
He and his wife, Odell Barringer, are the parents 
of one child. 


REA Leno 5 


1.—Pfc. Juanita Henington Hutching, daughter of 
Mrs. Annie Pump of McGehee and the late James 
Yancy Henington, was born May 28, 1919, in 
Montrose, Arkansas. She attended Lake Village 
School, afterwards being employed at the Alabama 
_ Dry Docks in Mobile and as a welder in Kaiser 
Shipyards in San Francisco, California. Entering 
the Women’s Army Corps December 1943, she re- 
ceived basic training at Des Moines, Iowa, qualifying 
as staff car operator. She was sent to Camp Stone- 
man, California, Port of Embarkation for the South 
Pacific, but was injured twice in line of duty and 
remained in the United States. She was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon 
and was honorably discharged December 14, 1945, 
at Camp Beale, California. She will make her home 
in St. Louis, Missouri, with her husband, Corporal 
Charles Hutching, after he is discharged. 


2.—Cpl. Esther Marian Cotham is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Cotham of Arkansas City, Arkan- 
sas, where she was born February 10, 1924. She 
was educated at Arkansas City High School and 
Draughon’s Business College at Little Rock and 
worked in the circuit clerk’s office at Arkansas 
City for one and a half years before entering the 
Marine Corps Women’s Reserve April 21, 1944. 
Corporal Cotham served boot training at Camp 
LeJeune, North Carolina, and became a teletype 
operator. She served in the communications section 
at the Marine Air Station, Congaree Air Field, 
South Carolina, for 15 months and then at Cherry 
Point, North Carolina, for four months. She was 
honorably discharged at Camp LeJeune, North Caro- 
lina, April 6, 1946. 


3.—Signalman 1/c Noble Lafayette Roberts, son of 
Mrs. Emma Inez Roberts, was born June 10, 1925, 
in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Kelso, Arkansas, High School. 
Entering the Coast Guard October 19, 1943, he 
received boot training at Curtis Bay, Missouri. He 
departed November 13, 1944, for the Panama Canal. 
Overseas more than a year, he participated in cam- 
paigns of Leyte, Kerama Petto, Ie Shima, and Oki- 
nawa, being wounded in action. He was awarded 
four Battle Stars and four Campaign Ribbons and 
was honorably discharged April 16, 1946, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. His home is in Watson, Ark- 


ansas. 


4.—_Sgt. Albert Clark Horn, son of Albert Horn and 
Mrs. Clara M. Cash, was born November 3, 1924, 
in Lake Village, Arkansas. He attended McGehee 
and Drew Central Schools, afterwards being engaged 
as welder for Kaiser Shipyards. Entering the Ait 
Corps March 31, 19438, he received basic training 
at Fresno, California, =e Aas ele Goon 9 on 

ualifying as airplane armorer ar arbine 
wgeny “Departing June 15, 1945, for the South 
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Pacific Theater of Operations, 
for eight months, serving as airplane armorer with 
a fighter group, performing inspections and making 
repairs, and participating in the air offensive over 
Truk and Japan. He was awarded Western Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, one Overseas Service Bar, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 24, 1946, at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, 
he returned to McGehee, Arkansas. 


he remained overseas 


5.—Electrician’s Mate 3/ce John Louis Cotham, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Cotham, was born May 23, 
1926, at Arkansas City, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Arkansas City High School in May, 1944, 
Entering the Navy July 20, 1944, he received boot 
training at Camp Peary, Virginia, qualifying as 
electrician’s mate. He departed March 7, 1945, for 
the Philippine Islands. Overseas for more than a 
year, Mate Cotham participated in Asiatic-Pacific 
campaigns and the Philippine campaigns, being 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, one Bronze Star, and the Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged June 25, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Arkansas City. 


6.—Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Gus L. Waterman, son 
of Marie Lang and Lawrence U. Waterman, was 
born December 26, 1926, in McGehee, Arkansas. He 
attended Dumas High School and the University of 
Arkansas. Mate Waterman entered the Navy De- 
cember 21, 1944, and received boot training at San 
Diego, California. He attended ‘Naval Hospital 
Corps School at San Diego. He was still in service 
at Norman, Oklahoma, and expected to be dis- 
charged the latter part of 1946, according to last 
report received. His family lives in Dumas, Ark- 
ansas. 


7.—T/5 Floyd A. Stinson, Sr., son of Bessie R. and 
Christopher C. Stinson, was born December 10, 1917, 
in Tylertown, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 
1923. He attended Kelso and Rohwer High Schools. 
Entering the Ordnance Department November 9, 
1943, he received basie training at Ft. Sill, ‘ )kla- 
homa, and attended Ordnance Parts Clerical Schoo! 


’ ; 


at Toledo, Ohio, qualifying as supply clerk and 


the use of the carbine and M-1 rifle. After serving 
for more than a year in the United States wit] the 
921st Ord. H., A.M. Co., he departed December 1, 


1944, for the European Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for more than a year. He par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Rhineland and Central 


Europe and was awarded the Victory Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, European African-Middle Kast- 
ern Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, and two Overseas Service Bars. 


After being honorably discharged March 14, 1946, 


_ 
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erson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Roh- 


‘ansas, where he lives with his wi 
f their veal. wi is wife, ane 


Shipfitter d/e Lester M. Cash, son of the late 

hel and-Tom Cash and nephew of Hogan A. Cash 
of McGehee, Arkansas, was born July 19, 1907, in 
: He attended Desha County Pub- 
lic Schools, afterwards being engaged as a farmer. 
Entering the Navy in August 1927, he served for 15 
years. His ship was sunk in the first battle off the 
coast of Virginia, and he was posthumously awarded 
the Purple Heart and Good Conduct Medal. 


9.—Cpl. Maurelle Leake, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Leake, was born December 20, 1909, in Alabama, 
moving to Arkansas in 1930. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Cleveland, Mississippi, and 
Nashville, Tennessee, Public Schools and was after- 
wards employed as a mechanic. Entering the Armed 
Forces December 9, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Abbott, Oregon, and Ft. Lewis, Washing- 
ton. After 18 months’ service he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater and participated in action 
at Okinawa. He also spent seven months with the 
Army of Occupation in J apan, and was awarded the 
Good~ Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon. Cor- 
porol Leake was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 30, 1946. He and his wife, Beatrice, 
live in Arkansas City with their children. 


10.—Seaman 1/ce Richard Vernon Cotham, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cotham, was born October 15, 
1927, in Arkansas City, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Arkansas City High School in May. 1945. 
Entering the Navy June 28, 1945, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, with Co. 45-316. 
He departed in October 1945, for Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, and was still in the service overseas, ac- 
cording to last report received. His home is in 
Arkansas City. 


11.—T/4 Charles W. Burnett, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Jackson Burnett, was born February 7, 
1925, in Rohwer, Arkansas. Entering the Engineer 
Corps August 24, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Sutton, North Carolina, qualifying as auto 
mechanic. Serving with the 1395th Engineers, 1305 
G.S., he departed March 31, 1944, for Guadalcanal, 
and served overseas for nearly two years, par- 
ticipating in two campaigns in the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater of Operations. He spent seven months with 
the Army of Occupation and was awarded the Vic- 
tory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and three Citations. After being 
honorably discharged February 18, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in 
- Rohwer. 


12.—Cpl. James Morgan, Jr., son of Bessie and 
James Morgan, Sr., was born in Watson, Arkansas. 
He attended Watson High School, afterwards being 
engaged as a railroad employee. Entering the Army 
December 2, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, qualifying as medium tank crew- 
man. Attached to Company C, 13th Tank Battalion, 
Corporal Morgan departed May 10, 1942, for Italy. 
Overseas three and a half years, he participated in 
the Algerian-French\ Morocco, Tunisian, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines, and Po 
Valley campaigns and was wounded in action twice 
during service it Italy. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Bronze Star, and Oak 
Leaf Cluster. After being honorably discharged 
July 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he re- 
turned to his home in Watson. 


13.—Pfe. Vernon A. Lilly, son of J. T. and Susie 
Lilly, was born October 21, 1925, at Rohwer, Arkan- 
sas. He entered the service October 17, 1942. Aften 
completing basic training at Camp Campbell, ee) 
tucky, he was assigned to the 197th General hse 
pital as a clerk-typist in the Medical Corps, yee: 
with this organization for the European pusets af 
Operations October 31, 1944. At the end g 12 
months in Europe, he returned to the United shy 
on November 4, 1945, and was honorably dischargec 


- 


bon and the Good Conduct 
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from the service at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 


on November 9, 1945. 


14.—T/4 James G. Thurman is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. M. Thurman of Warren, Arkansas, where 
he was born December 3, 1910. After completing . 
his education, he was a civil engineer at Camp 
Chaffee, Camp Hale, California, and the Japanese 
Relocation Centers at Rohwer and J erome, Arkansas. 
Entering military service December 23, 1944, he was 
sent to Camp Hood, Texas, for basic training and 
later was sent to the Philippine Islands in June, 
1945. Sergeant Thurman served more than eight 
months overseas and holds the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Rib- 
Medal. He spent four 
months with the Army of Occupation of Japan and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, January 29, 1945. He and his wife, the former 
peice Mcellvoy, live in Warren with their chil- 
ren. 


15.—Cpl. Talvin Malachi Young, son of David Web- 
ster and Clorine Young of Arkansas City, Arkansas, 
was born at Leaksville, Mississippi, January 21, 
1917, and was engaged in farming until entering 
military service February 12, 1944. Sent to Camp 
Kohler, California, for basic training, he became 
a cook and in September, 1944, was sent to New 
Guinea in the Southwest Pacific theater. Overseas 
more than 16 months, he took part in the New 
Guinea, Southern Philippines and Luzon campaigns 
and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon for 
his service with the 3168th Signal Operating Group. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, January 25, 1946. He and his wife, Jewel 
Ruth, have one child. 


16.—Yeoman 2/c Retha Henry is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis R. Henry of Dumas, Arkansas, 
where she was born October 15, 1920. She attended 
Dumas High School and completed her education 
at the Bowling Green Business University at Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. Yeoman Henry was employed for 
three years with the National Youth Administra- 
tion and at the time she entered the naval service 
was employed in the Office for Emergency Manage- 
ment at Little Rock. Entering the Navy in May, 
1944, she completed boot training at Hunter Col- 
lege, New York City, and then was sent to the 
Naval ‘raining School for Yeomen at Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. A veteran of almost two years of Naval 
service, she was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, March 15, 1946. 


17.—Fireman 2/c Harvey Johnson Fuel, Jr., is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Johnson Fuel, Sr., of 
Lake Village, Arkansas, where he was born De- 
cember 7, 1927. He attended Lake Village High 
School and was employed as a boilerman and fire- 
man for the City Dry Cleaners at Lake Village. He 
enlisted in the regular Navy June 6, 1945. He com- 
pleted his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and was then sent to Okinawa in November, 1945. 
This sailor has enlisted for a term of six years and 
was fireman on the U.S.S. L.S.T. 1009, which “Ai 
ast 


operating in Japanese waters, according to 
report received. 

18.—Pfc. Tom Hillard Free, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Hillard Free, Sr., of Dumas, Arkansas, was 
born January 15, 1915, at Varner, Arkansas. He 
attended Grady High School, Hendrix College, and 
the Tyler ommercial College prior to ente 
military service May s 1944, He comy leted 
Medical Corps training at Camp Barkeley 

and then attended the Lawson Genera! 

School and became a dental tec! 

921, 1945, he was sent to Okina wa and served 

out that campaign with the 17th Infant 

famous 7th Division. Overseas mont 

wounded twice and the hol 

Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluste1 

Pacific Ribbon with one Battle Star, 

Conduct Medal, Combat Medi Badgex 


Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged Feb- 
ruary 18, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and 
his wife, Bernice, have one son. 


19.—T/Sgt. Oscar Vernon Peppers, son of Mrs. Will 
Lee, was born September 30, 1914, in Ansley, 
Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1916. Entering 
the Infantry November 1937, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, qualifying as chief 
instructor, platoon sergeant, combat infantryman, 
and expert with rifle and machine gun. After 
serving in the United States for seven years with 
Company F, 9th Infantry, he departed June 6, 1944, 
for Liverpool, England. Overseas for a year, he 
participated in campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, and Rhineland, being wounded in action at 
Mozelle, France, November 22, 1944. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, Presidential Citation, and European-African- 
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1.—Sgt. Carna Bishop, daughter of Susie Jane and 
Loranza Dal Bishop, was born July 11, 1923, in 
Dumas, Arkansas. She attended Dumas Public 
Schools, graduating from Dumas High School, and 
was afterwards engaged in National Youth Admin- 
istration work and as dental assistant. Entering the 
W.A.C. Air Transport Command June 13, 1944, she 
received basic training at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
qualifying as dental assistant. Sergeant Bishop 
served in the United States for two years with the 
Air Transport Command. She was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and American 
Theater Ribbon. She was honorably discharged 
June 26, 1946. Hhe home is in Dumas, Arkansas. 


2.—S/Set. Ernest Austin Jones, son_ of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Ernest Jones, was born September 27, 
1919, in Wilmot, Arkansas. He attended Wilmot 
High School, afterwards being employed as auto- 
mobile mechanic. Entering the Air Force June 28, 
1940, he received basic training at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, and attended Airdrome Specialists’ School, 
qualifying as motor mechanic. After serving for 
three years in the United States with the 11th Air- 
drome Sqdn., Sergeant Jones departed June 13, 1948, 
for Guadalcanal and remained overseas for nine 
months. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and 
American Defense Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged May 22, 1944, at Memphis, Tennessee, he 
returned to Wilmot, where he lives with his wife, 
Leona Jeanette, and their children. p 








3.—S/Set. Winford G. Hayes, son of Anna M. and 
Andrew L. Hayes, was born May 13, 1916, in Monti- 
cello, Arkansas. He attended Dumas Public Schools, 
Memphis Tech High School, and Arkansas A. & M. 
College, afterwards being engaged in telephone 
work for the Bell Telephone Co. and as mechanical 
engineer for Driver Construction Co. Entering the 
Army Air Force April 8, 1942, he received basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended 
Spartan School of Aeronautics, Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
Allison Aircraft Engine School, Indianapolis, In- 
diana; and Packard Rolls Royce Engine School, St. 
Petersburg, Florida, qualifying as aircraft inspector 
and engine mechanic. Sergeant Hayes served for 
nearly four years in the United States with the 
304th Fighter Sqdn. and the 337th Fighter Group. 
He was honorably discharged December 8, 1945, at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, and returned to Tillar, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Phyllis Jean. 


4.—Sgt. Woodrow Bishop, son of Loranza and Susie 
Bishop, was born January 24, 1920, at Dumas, 
Arkansas. He received his education at Dumas 
Grade and High Schools and afterwards was en- 
gaged in farming and employed in furniture factory 
at Benton. He entered the Army Air Corps Novem- 
ber 6, 1942, receiving basic training at Brooks Field, 
Texas, and later qualifying as armorer, aircraft, by 
attending AAFTTS at Buckley Field, Colorado, 
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Middle Eastern Service Ribbon. After bei 
ably discharged June 18, 1945, at Camp Py 
returned to Watson, Arkansas, where he lives 
his wife, Thelma Louise, and their children. ¥ 
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20.—Cpl. E. J. Walker, son of John Eyra and Daisy . 
Anne Walker of Watson, Arkansas, was born 
Parma, Missouri, August 8, 1924, and moved with © 
his family to Arkansas in 1939. He was educated | 
at Watson High School and was engaged in farming 
until entering the Marine Corps October 18, 1943. a 
Corporal Walker served boot training at the Marine 
Corps Base at San Diego, California, and was sent 
to Hawaii in March 1944. He served a total of more 
than two years of duty and was returned to the 
United States March 14, 1946. He was honorably - 
discharged at Great Lakes, Illinois, March 26, 1946. 
His wife is Mary Pearl Walker. 
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where he was awarded A.A.F. Technical Badge. 
Sergeant Bishop arrived in the European Theater 
of Operations August 25, 1943, and participated in 
the campaigns through Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe and in 
the air offensive. After over two years’ service 
overseas, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon. He 
received an honorable discharge October 28, 1945, at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas. 


5..Set. John Marion Jones, son of Mrs. Nora B. 
Jones and the late Dr. W. E. Jones, was born July 
9, 1926, in Wilmot, Arkansas. He attended Wilmot 
High School. Entering the Army Air Force January 
17, 1945, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and attended Lockheed Aeronautical 
School, qualifying as crew chief mechanic. He was 
awarded Marksmanship Medal in 1945. Departing 
October 9, 1945, for Wake Island, he remained over- 
seas more than eight months. Sergeant Jones was 
still in service on Johnston Island, according to last 
report received. His home is in Wilmot. 


6.—S/Segt. John H. Madden, son of Mrs. Effie Mad- 
den, was born at Wilmar, Arkansas, March 5, 1920. 
After completing his education at Crossett High 
School he was employed as a chemical operator for 
the Crossett Chemical Company. He entered the 
Army Air Corps May 5, 1942, and received basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and Seattle, 
Washington. He attended Aircraft Mechanic School 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, and Lincoln, Nebraska, and 
attended AAFTTC Boeing Specialist School at 
Seattle, Washington, and qualified as aircraft me- 
chanie and maintenance chief. He served in the 
States 21 months with the 309th Airdrome Sqdn., 
769th Bomb Group (B-29). He left the States on 
February 26, 1944, and arrived at Bombay, India. 
He participated in air offensives over Japan, China, 
Central Burma, India Burma, Palembang and Su- 
matra. He received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal and 
Distinguished Unit Badge. Sergeant Madden re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Barksdale Field, 
see October 11, 1945. His wife is Madrid 
adden. 


7.—S/Sgt. Thomas J. Hayes, son of Ruby R., and 
Miles P. Hayes, was born January 27, 1921, in Du- 
mas, Arkansas. He attended Dumas Grade School 
and graduated from Tillar High School in 1940. 
Enlisting in the Army August 29, 1940, he received 
basic training at Chanute Field, Illinois, after which 
he served with the military police for 16 months. 
In January 1942, he entered Machinists’ School at 
Chanute Field, afterwards serving as an instructor 
for two years. He attended Clerical School in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and graduated from Combat In- 
telligence School, serving as combat intelligence 
clerk for six months at Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas. 
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In February 1944, he was sent to McCook Air Base, 
McCook, Nebraska, for training with the 493rd Bomb 
Group. Sergeant Hayes departed May 3, 1944, for 
England, being stationed at Debach, England, and 
remaining overseas for more than a year. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, and Presidential 
Citation. After being honorably discharged October 
23, 1945, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, he returned 
to his home in Tillar, Arkansas. 


8.—Pvt. Loranza Bishop, Jr., is the son of Loranza 
and Susie Bishop of Dumas, Arkansas, where he 
was born February 22, 1946. He was educated in the 
Dumas schools and entered the Army March 29, 
1944. Private Bishop completed basic training at 
Camp Swift, Texas, and served with the Signal 
Corps as a telephone and telegraph lineman. He 
served nine months in this country as a member 
of the 46th Signal Battalion before he was honor- 
ably discharged at Coral Gables, Florida, December 
11, 1944. His wife is Mary E. Bishop. 


9.—Flight Officer John Llewellyn Reeves, son of 
Samuel Stirling Reeves (deceased) and Edwylle L. 
Reeves, was born February 4, 1925, at Lake Village, 
Arkansas. He graduated from the Lakeside High 
School, Lake Village, and attended Ouachita Col- 
lege, Arkadelphia, in 1942-48. He entered the Army 
Air Corps July 18, 1943, and received basic training 
at Miami, Florida. He attended a service school 
at Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York. Train- 
ing as a single-engine pilot he received preflight 
training at Santa Ana, California; primary training 
at Dos Palos, California; basic training at Merced, 
California, and advanced training at Luke Field, 
Phoenix, Arizona, receiving his wings on March 11, 
1945. He received his certificate of service October 
8, 1945, at Scott Field, [linois. 


10.—S/Set. William Travis Jones is the son of Mrs. 
W. E. Jones of Wilmot, Arkansas, where he was 
born January 19, 1922. He attended Wilmot High 
School and was connected with the Firestone Tire 
and Rubber Co. when he entered military service 
on July 29, 1942. Assigned to the Air Corps, he was 
trained at San Antonio, Texas, and attended Pre- 
flight School and Air Force Technical School. Ser- 
geant Jones became a radio station chief, and in 
March 1944, he was sent to the Italian Theater of 
Operations. Overseas more than 22 months, he 
served during the Rome-Arno campaign. Holder of 
the European Theater Ribbon and Expert’s Medal 
for the rifle and carbine, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Fannin, Texas, February 4, 1946. 





11.—Pfc. Orman H. Harris, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Plas Harris of Dardanelle, Arkansas, was born at 
Havana, Arkansas, March 27, 1917. He completed 
his education at Carden Bottom High School and 
was engaged in farming until entering military 
service November 9, 1942. He served basic training 
at the Anti-Aircraft center at Camp Haan, Califor- 
nia, and became a gun crewman serving with Bat- 
tery D of the 413th Anti-Aircraft Battalion. In No- 
vember 19438, Private Harris was sent with this unit 
to the European theater where he later participated 
in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ar- 
dennes and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas a 
total of almost two years, he is the holder of the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and 
an Arrowhead and the Good Conduct Medal. Private 
Harris spent three months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion of Germany and was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 1, 1945. 
His wife is Thelma J. Harris. 


12.—M/Sgt. Percy K. Boyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Percy Boyd of Crossett, Arkansas, was born at 
Baird, Mississippi, September 9, 1918, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1919. He attended 
the Portland High School and entered the Army Air 
Force August 2, 1941. Trained at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, he was sent to Mechanics’ Schools 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, and Bell Aircraft Com- 
pany and in July 1942, arrived in the Fiji Islands 
in the Pacifie theater. Overseas more than three 


years, he saw action in the Guadalcanal, Bismarck ~ 
Archipelago, China, Luzon, Northern Solomons, 


Western Pacific, Southern Philippines, and “New 


American Defense Service Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, 
and the Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Boyd was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas; Oc- 
tober 6, 1945, and on November 21, 1945, he re- 
enlisted in the regular Army. 


13.—Pfe. Herschel M. Hayes, son of Anna Moore 
and Andrew Lawrence Hayes, was born September 
11, 1906, in White, Arkansas. He attended Dumas 
High School, Dumas, Arkansas; Henderson-Brown 


College, Arkadelphia; University of Arkansas, Fay- — 


etteville, and the University of Chicago, Chicago, 
Illinois. After completing his education, he was 
employed as chief chemist for Forest Products 
Chemical Co., Memphis, Tennessee, and chemical 
supervisor of Buckeye Cotton Oil Company, Chemi- 
cal Pulp Division, of Memphis. Entering the 
Chemical Warfare Service November 10, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Sibert, Alabama, 
qualifying as chemical engineer, toxic gas handler, 
decon. operator, M-1 rifle sharpshooter, and 1903 
rifle expert. He served in the United States with 
Co. F, 1st Regt., R.T.C., and departed July 23, 1944, 
for England. Serving overseas for more than a 
year, he participated in the Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns with the 21st Chemical Company, 
7th Army. Private Hayes spent seven months with 
the Army of Occupation and was awarded European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and World War 
II Victory Medal. After being honorably discharged 
December 24, 1945, at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he re- 
turned to Tillar, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Roberta. 


14.—Pfe. Clyde Austin Shepherd, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. O. Shepherd was born at Fendley, Arkan- 
sas, July 25, 1917. After completing his education 
in the public schools at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was 
employed as tire shop mechanic until entering the 
Marine Corps October 13, 1943. Following boot 
training at San Diego, California, he sailed on Feb- 
ruary 27, 1944, with his unit, the 7th Depot Motor 
Transport Corps to the South Pacific area, where 
he participated in the campaigns in Saipan, Tinian 
and Guam. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with two Stars, the American Theater Rib- 
bon and a Sharpshooter’s Medal and returned to 
the United States on January 16, 1945, where he 
received an honorable discharge at the Oakland, 
California, Naval Hospital on March 15, 1945, and 
returned to rejoin his wife, Mildred Altha. 


15.—Seaman 2/c James E. Wagner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Wagner of Dermott, Arkansas, was born 
at Pineville, Louisiana, June 18, 1915, and moved 
to Arkansas in 1920. He graduated from Dermott 
High School and Arkansas A. & M. College at 
Monticello. He entered the Navy on October 9, 1944. 
Seaman Wagner received boot training at the Naval 
Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, and on Janu- 
ary 31, 1945, while attached to LST No. 815, he 
suffered a fractured kneecap and was placed in the 
Naval Hospital at Seattle, Washington, for treat- 
ment. While in this hospital he contracted pneu- 
monia, and after recovering, -was transferred to the 
Naval Hospital at Memphis, from which he received 
an honorable discharge on November 14, 1945. He 
lives at Dermott with his wife, Lois, and child. 


16.—Sgt. Charles Wallace Bledsoe, son of William 
Wallace and Martha Elizabeth Bledsoe, was born 
April 4, 1916, at Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Woodruff and Kramer Grade School, East 
Side Junior High, and Fordyce High School, later 
being employed as policeman in Little Rock. He 
entered the Infantry, military police, August 6, 
1942, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson, 
and qualifying for instructor, orientation specialist. 
After serving three years and seven months at- 
tached to Co. H, 140th Infantry, Sergeant Bledsoe 
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Wrenhrabiy. Bitharred me Camp Chaffee, Feb- 
ry 17, 1946. He and his wife, Clara Eva. live ; 
Bemecrmewiththeir daughter} Ove 


ae Hancel M. Sewell, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John H. Sewell of Prescott, Arkansas, was ea 
March 28, 1922. He attended Prescott Public Schools, 
and after graduating from high school was mustered 


into service December 23, 1940, with the Arkansas _ 


National Guard Unit, 153rd Infantry. He received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. (No 
further details regarding the service record were 
furnished). 


18.—1st Lt. Emily Sewell Stewart, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Sewell, was born at Prescott, Ark- 
ansas, January 15, 1921, and received her education 
at Blevins (Arkansas) High School and Shoemaker 


Beauty School (Little Rock). Employed as a beauti-. 


cian, she enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps Oc- 
tober 5, 1942, received basic training at Ft. Des 
Moines, Iowa, and later attended Officer’s Training 
School and Provost Marshal’s General School, quali- 
fying for service as a company commander. After 
21 months of meritorious service, Lieutenant Stewart 
was relieved of active duty at Ellington Field, Texas, 
July 25, 1944. She is the wife of Lieutenant Howard 
L. Stewart, who also saw service in the Army, and 
they are the parents of one child. 


19.—1st Lt. Howard L. Stewart, son of Mrs. Kath- 
rine Jeanette Stewart, was born at Vilonia, Arkan- 
sas, October 26, 1917, received his education at Vi- 
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1.—Pfc. Darrell M. Banister, son of Lillian and 
Coval N. Banister, was born April 16, 1921, in Ros- 
boro, Arkansas. He attended Gould Grade School 
and McGehee High School, afterwards being em- 
ployed by the U. S. Engineers. Entering the Mili- 
tary Police August 16, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and served for 
more than two years in the United States with the 
1861st M.P. Detachment. Departing January 17, 
1941, for LeHavre, France, Private Banister re- 
mained overseas for more than a year. He was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon, and 
Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged, 
he reenlisted March 22, 1946, for three years’ service 
in the Air Corps. His home is in McGehee, Arkansas. 


2.—T/5 Howard B. Ross, son of Bertha I. Fish and 
Jack P. Ross, was born September 26, 1916, near 
Star City, Arkansas. He attended Palmyra Public 
School and Star City High School. Entering the 
Coast Artillery Corps (A.A) December 5, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Callan, California, 
qualifying as field lineman and rifle sharpshooter. 
He served in the United States for three and a half 
years before departing July 17, 1945, for the Maria- 
nas Islands. He remained overseas for six months 
and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Théater Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged January 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to his home in Star City, Arkansas. 


3.—Capt. William Theodore Smith Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William T. Smith, was born at Wilmot, 
Arkansas, October 20, 1918. He received his educa- 
tion at Wilmot High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College and was employed for several years as a 
cotton weigher. In 1935 he enlisted in the Arkansas 
National Guard, and on April 6, 1942, entered the 
Army Air Corps. He was sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, for basic training and later attended a num- 
ber of specialized A.A.F. Flying Schools, qualify- 
ing as a pilot, and graduating from the Advanced 
Flying School, Waco, Texas, January 14, 1943. A fter 
four years of service, Captain Smith was relieved of 


1st Division, 


lonia High School and Arkansas State Teachers’ 
College, and entered military service December 20, 
1940, when his National Guard unit was mustered 
into federal service. He received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, and’ later attended Officer Candi- 
date School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as an 
Infantry unit commander. On April 12, 1942, he 
sailed with his unit, the 153rd Infantry, for the 
Aleutian Islands, and served there until his return 
to the United States on March 1, 1943. On March 
23, 1944, Lieutenant Stewart again sailed for the 
war zone, going to the European theater and par- 
ticipating in the invasion of Normandy with the 
and was wounded at Mandeville, 
France, on June 8, 1944. He engaged in the cam- 
paigns of Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes 
and Central Germany, and was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
the Bronze Star Medal, the Order of the Purple 
Heart, and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. Lieu- 
tenant Stewart was retired from active duty shortly 
after his return to the United States. He is the 
husband of Lt. Emily Sewell Stewart of the WACS, 
and they are the parents of one child. 


20.—Cpl. John H. Sewell, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. A. 
Sewell of Route 5, Prescott, Arkansas, was born 
January 7, 1902. He attended public schools and 
was employed at a defense plant before entering 
the Army September, 1942. He is the father of 
seven children. (No further details regarding the 
service record of Corporal Sewell were furnished). 
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active duty on December 26, 1945, at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana. 


4.—Ist/Sgt. Norton E. Banister, son of Mr. and 
Mrs: C. N. Banister, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, 
May 17, 1919. He received his education by attending 
the Gould Grade School and McGehee High School, 
after which he was employed as clerk by the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad Company. He entered the 
Field Artillery Signal Corps on July 3, 1941, and 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying for administrative NCO and receiving 
Marksmanship and Sharpshooter Medals for his 
proficiency in the use of the rifle. Attached to 302nd 
Signal Bn., llth Field Artillery, he departed from 
the United States on February 27, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations and saw service in 
the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and 
Central European campaigns. He also spent four 
months with the Army of Occupation. For meritori- 


ous service, Sergeant Banister received the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He re- 


ceived an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, 
October 17, 1945, returning to McGehee,. where he 
resides with his wife, Catherine, and their child. 


5.—Ist Lt. Lloyd A. Ross, son of Bertha I. Fish and 
Jack P. Ross, was born December 23, 1921, near 
Star City, Arkansas. He attended Palmyra Grade 
School and Star City High School. Entering the 
Infantry, Medical Detachment, September 16, 1940 
: 1 ni .] inloa “OINnis 
he received basic training at Camp Pickett, Virgi1 ia, 
qualifying as medical unit commander. Lieutenant 
Ross served in the United States with the Medical 
Corps for four years before departing October 1] 
1944, for Plymouth, England. Overs 
1 . casnatand . epamnaions 
months, he participated in campai 
Europe, Rhineland, and Ardennes an 
European-A frican- Middle 
with three Bronze Stars, 
paign Ribbon, American e 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Meda Vie 
Wreath, and Combat r¢ 
promoted to the ran} 
was commissioned § 
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6—Hlectrician’s Mate i/¢ Crawford William Ashle 
son of Jessie Lee and Maude Jane Ashley of ii 


> 


Village, was born July 17, 1923, at Noble Lake, 


Arkansas. He attended Eudora (Arkansas) High 
School; Lake Providence (Louisiana) High ‘scheet 
and Mer Rouge (Louisiana) High School, afterwards 
being employed as lineman for Western Union Tele- 
graph Co., Dallas, Texas. Entering the Navy July 
6, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, 
and later attended Electrical School at St. Louis, 
Missouri, qualifying for  electrician’s mate. He 
served nearly a year in the United States, depart- 
ing for the South Pacific January 14, 1944, and 
participating in the invasions of Ulithia Island, 
Peleau Island, and Anguar Island. The ship on 
which he was serving was sunk January 18, 1945, 
at Bablethorpe, Peleau Island, by enemy mine, and 
e was wounded. Mate Ashley received Navy Unit 
Citation, Purple Heart, and Letter of Commenda- 
tion, with Star for second award. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 4, 1945, at Camp Shelton, 
Virginia, he reenlisted December 5, 1945. 


7.—Capt. Paul L. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. 
Smith, was born at Wilmot, Arkansas, January 10, 
1915. He attended Wilmot High School and Arkan- 
sas A. & M. College, and later was engaged in pipe- 
line construction work. Entering military service 
on January 6, 1941, with the 204th Coast Artillery 
of the Louisiana National Guard, he was sent to 
Camp Hulen, Texas, for basic training. He was 
later sent to the Anti-Aircraft Officer Candidate 
School, where he received his commission. After 
two years in this country he arrived with his unit 
in Oran, Algeria, in May 1943. During the next 30 
months he participated in the Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Southern France, Rhineland and Central Ger- 
many campaigns, and later served five months with 
the Army of Occupation in Germany. He is holder 
of the European-African-Middle Eastern and Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbons with Battle Stars denoting 
his engagements and the Bronze Star Medal. Cap- 
tain Smith was retired to inactive status on January 
29, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


8.—Ist/Sgt. Paul Murray Banister, son of Lillian 
and Coval Norton Banister, was born September 22, 
1917, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Gould 
Public Schools and A. & M. College in Monticello, 
Arkansas, afterwards being employed by the Mis- 
souri Pacific Tailways Co. A member of the Na- 
tional Guard since October 1935, he entered the 
8461st Ordnance M.A.M. Co. December 21, 1944, 
and received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas. 
After serving in the United States for six months, 
Sergeant Banister departed June 20, 1945, for Japan 
and was still in the service overseas, according to 
last report received. His wife, Geraldine, and their 
children live in McGehee, Arkansas. 


9.—Cpl. Robert H. Hudgens, son of Mrs. Lucille B. 
Hudgens, was born August 23, 1926, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He attended Portland (Arkansas) High 
School and Texas A. & I. College, afterwards being 
employed as a clerk. Entering the Air Force Feb- 
ruary 1, 1945, he received basic training at Amarillo, 
Texas, and attended Basic A.M. School at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, and B-32 Specialist School at San 
Diego, California, qualifying as airplane mechanic 
and carbine sharpshooter. He departed December 165, 
1945, for Jamaica, remaining overseas for two 
months. He lives in Portland, Arkansas. 


10.—T/Sgt. Jack Ross, Jr., son of Bertha I. Bish oun 
Jack P. Ross, was born August 9, 1919, near oe 
City, Arkansas. He attended Grade and I igh 
Schools at Star City and Monticello A. & M. College 
at Monticello, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry, 
Medical Corps, September 3, 1940, he received peer 
training at Camp Gruber and Hot Springs arte: 
and Navy Hospital, attending Pharmacists’ School 
in Hot Springs. Sergeant Ross served for nearly 


three years in the United States before departin 

May 14, 1943, for Australia, where he served with 
the 89th Station Hospital. Overseas for two and a 
half years, he also was stationed at the 89th Station 
Hospital in Luzon and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, American 
Theater Campaign Ribbon, American Defense Ser- 
vice Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged November 8, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, and returned to his home 
in Star City. 


11.—Aviation Ordnanceman 3/ce Jessie Earl Ashley, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Lee Ashley, was born 
November 28, 1925, at Noble Lake, Arkansas. He 
attended Lake Providence High School, Mer Rouge 
High School, Mer Rouge, Louisiana, and Lakeside 
High School at Lake Village, Arkansas. Entering 
the Navy Reserve November 26, 1948, he received 
boot training at San Diego, and later attended 
Aviation Ordnance School at Norman, Oklahoma. 
He qualified for aviation gunner (crew member) and, 
after serving 21 months in the States, departed 
August 9, 1945, for the South Pacific where he served 
for eight months. Returning to the United States 
January 23, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Wallace, Texas, January 30, 1946. He lives 
in Lake Village with his wife, Frances Louise. 


12.—S/Sgt. Paul H. Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom I. Edwards, of Grady, Arkansas, was born April 
22, 1921, at Coy, Arkansas. After completing his 
education, he was employed as a store clerk until 
entering the Army July 12, 1942. Upon completion 
of basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, he at- 
tended Electric Fire Control School at Los Angeles, 
California, and arrived in Europe with his unit, the 
430th Anti-Aircraft Artillery (A.W.) Bn., in October, 
1943. With a total of more than two years of foreign 
service, he saw action in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. 
He holds the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged November 13, 1945, at Camp 
Fannin, Texas. 


13.—Segt. Phillip H. Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom I. Edwards, of Grady, Arkansas, was born at 
Ryan, Arkansas, April 22, 1921. After completing 
his education, he entered the Army on September 
6, 1940, and received basic training at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington. Assigned to the 3rd Reconnaissance 
Troop, 3rd Infantry Division, he arrived overseas 
in October, 1942, with his unit, and fought valiantly 
in the campaigns in Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, 
Germany, and Austria. Overseas 32 months, he 
was awarded the European’and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbons with eight Battle 
Stars, the Silver Star and accompanying citation, 
the Order of the Purple Heart with two Clusters 
for three wounds, and a French decoration. He was 
honorably discharged June 28, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


14.—Pfe. Isaac Buchanan Edwards, son of Mary E. 
and Thomas I. Edwards, was born August 29, 1915, 
in Coy, Arkansas. He attended high school, after- 
wards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Army February 8, 1945, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, with the Army En- 
gineers Base Survey Co. Private Edwards departed 
August 5, 1945, for the Philippines and Japan. He 
was honorably discharged August 7, 1946, at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas. His wife, Elizabeth, and their 
children, live in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 


15.—Set. James Carl Edwards, soi 
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was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
returned to this country in the winter of 1945, and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, February 13, 1946. He and his wife, the former 
Ophelia Russell, are the parents of one child. 


16.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c Felix J. Bynum, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Bynum of Dermott, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Dermott on March 12, 1922. After 
completing his education at Dermott High School, 
he entered the Coast Guard on June 27, 1942, and 


received boot training at Alameda, California. He 


then served one and one-half years in this country 
with the Off-Shore Observation Force before being 
sent to the Southwest Pacific area, arriving there 
in April, 1944. During the 20 months he was over- 
seas, he served in the Solomon Islands, New Guinea 
and Admiralty Islands campaigns and received the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars 
denoting his engagements. Mate Bynum was honor- 
ably discharged from service on November 13, 1945, 
at St. Louis, Missouri. He and his wife, Dora May, 
are the parents of one child. 


17.—Pfe. Ernest H. Riley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest H. Riley, was born March 29, 1919, in Alex- 
andria, Louisiana, later moving to Arkansas. He 
attended Lakeside School, Lake Village, Arkansas. 
Entering the Army August 1, 1942, he served as 
military policeman at the Pine Bluff Arsenal and 
was assigned to the 853rd Chemical Co. Departing 
August 29, 1944, for England, he later participated 
in the India-Burma campaign and the China offen- 
sive. He reenlisted for one year while at Kunming, 
China, and is now stationed at Eglin Field, Florida. 
He is married, and his home is in Lake Village. 
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19.—Pvt. William E. Riley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest H. Riley, was born August 28, 1926, in Lake 
Village, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High 
School and, after graduating, was employed by the 
Lake Village Lumber Company. Entering the Army 
Air Corps February 1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he 
received basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and 


- Seott Field, Illinois. After completion of training, 


he departed from New Orleans, Louisiana, for 
Panama, where he was still in service, according to 
last report received. His home is in Lake Village. 


20.—Sgt. James Whitcomb Riley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest H. Riley, was born May 21, 1917, at 
Alexandria, Louisiana, and received his education 
in the Lake Village (Arkansas) schools. Entering 
military service February 5, 1942, he received his 
basic training at Camp Robinson, and later attended 
Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying as a cook. 
After 21 months of meritorious service as a member 
of the 102nd Medical Battalion, Sergeant Riley’ was 
honorably discharged November 18, 1943. He and 
his wife, Edna Elizabeth, are the parents of two 
children. 
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JULIAN T. W. TILLAR 


Medical Technician Julian T. W. Tillar, son of Mrs. J. S. Tillar and the late 
Mr. Tillar, was born September 27, 1915, at Tillar, Arkansas. He received 
his education at Tillar High School and attended Arkansas A. & M. College 
at Monticello for one year before enlisting in the Army Medical Corps 
July 18, 1936. He served two years at the Army and Navy Hospital, Hot 
Springs, as medical technician, prior to volunteering for foreign service in 
19388. He was a veteran of Philippine action, and served in Sternberg 
General Hospital, Manila, P. I., and aboard hospital ships and troop trans- 
ports. Technician Tillar was killed in a vehicle accident in the Southwest 
Pacific area on August 19, 1942. He was posthumously awarded the 
American Defense Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, American Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon, and a Presidential Citation, His mother and sister reside 


in Tillar, Arkansas. 
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Cpl. Henry Strider Prewitt was the son of Jesse Rowan and 
Caroline Strider Prewitt of Tillar, Arkansas. Born at Tillar on 
July 27, 1923, he attended Arkansas A. & M. College at. Monti- 
cello, and the University of Arkansas. He enlisted in the Army 
Reserve in October, 1942, and was called to active duty on May 8, 
1943. Corporal Prewitt served basic Infantry training at Camp 
Roberts, California, and in August, 1944, he was sent to the 
European theater. A member of Company M, 319th Infantry, 
80th Infantry Division, he served throughout the Northern 
France campaign. This gallant soldier was killed in action on 
October 14, 1944, while his unit was serving with the 3rd Army 
in France. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart 
Medal, and his body rests at the American Military Cemetery at 
Andilly, France. 





HENRY S. PREWITT 








Lt. Col. Zachary Taylor Prewitt is the son of Jesse Rowan and Caroline 
Strider Prewitt of Tillar, Arkansas, where he was born September 24, 
1919. Educated at Oklahoma A. & M. College, Stillwater, Oklahoma, he 
entered active service with the Corps of Engineers on June 4, 1941. Colonel 
Prewitt has attended the Engineer School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, the 
Army Industrial College at Washington, D. C., and the Command and 
General Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. He: served four years 
with the staff and faculty of the Engineer School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. 
In July, 1945, he was sent to Hawaii and served nine months overseas with 
the Headquarters, Pacific Division, of the Air Transport Command. He 
was returned to the United States and was placed on inactive status on 
March 26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is the former 
Betty Davidson. 





ZACHARY T. PREWITT 


Cpl. Jesse Rowan Prewitt, Jr., is the son of Jesse Rowan and Caroline 
Strider Prewitt of Tillar, Arkansas. Born at Tillar July 27, 1923, he at- 
tended Tillar High School, Arkansas A. & M. College, and completed his 
education at the University of Arkansas. Entering military service March 
2, 1943, he completed basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and after 
six months in this country was sent to Italy in the European theater. 
Overseas 25 months, he served with the Engineers throughout the Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns as a machine gunner, bulldozer operator and draftsman. 
Corporal Prewitt is the winner of the French Croix de Guerre, a high 
French military decoration for bravery. He was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Novem- 
ber 10, 1945. 
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JESSE R. PREWITT, JR. 
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CURTIS W. MEADORS 





Chief Gunner’s Mate Curtis Warren Meadors, son of Mr. and Mrs : 

C. Meadors, was born July 29, 1920, in Mickles (Drew County) ioe | 
He attended Ola High School. Entering the Navy December 4, 1939, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and qualified in chemical 
warfare. Mate Meadors served for six months in the United States and for 
five and a half years overseas, participating in the battles of. the Solomons 
and Midway Island and the campaigns of Attu, Kiska, Gilbert Islands 
Marshall Islands, Philippines, China Sea, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, and Japan. 
He landed with the occupation forces in Japan and was awarded Victory 
Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon with one Bronze Star, American Area 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with eight Stars, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with two Stars, and Good Conduct Medal with one Star. After 
being honorably discharged December 22, 1945, at San Pedro, California 
he returned to Winchester, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Louise Mae. , 


Set. Luther E. Meadors, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rosco C. Meadors, was born 
February 9, 1922, in Ola, Arkansas. He attended Ola High School, after- 
wards being employed at Winchester Arms Company, New Haven, Con- 
necticut. Entering the Army Air Corps November 2, 1942, he received 
basic training at Hondo Army Air Field, Hondo, Texas, and attended 
Automotive Mechanics’ School. After serving more than a year in the 
United States with the 421st Night Fighter Sqdn., he departed December 
4, 1948, for New Guinea. Overseas nearly two years, he participated in 
the air offensive over Japan and the campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, 
Southern Philippines, Luzon, Western Pacific, Ryukyus, and New Guinea. 
He was once wounded in action and was awarded World War II Victory and 
American Theater Ribbons, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Silver Star 
and two Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, with one 
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, and Distinguished 
Unit Badge. After being honorbaly discharged January 3, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Winchester, Arkansas. . 





LUTHER E. MEADORS 


Chief Warrant Officer Harvey Wade Lovelace, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Donald Lovelace of Winchester, Arkansas, was born at Houston, Arkansas, 
August 7, 1912. He graduated from Houston High School in 1931, and 
enlisted in the Navy August 6, 1931. He received boot training at Norfolk, 
Virginia, and attended Electric School at Norfolk and Interior Communi- 
cations School in Washington, D. C., qualifying as expert electrician. Dur- 


Philippines and was aw 


on Japanese shore patrol duty, accor¢ 
remain in the Navy. 





HARVEY W. LOVELACE 


. . . . € ee P| ve 7 an 4 . Ny and 
Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Joseph Edward Lovelace, son of Mr. an 
Arkansas, was born at 


Mrs. Joseph Donald Lovelace of Winchester, s, was born a 
Houston, Arkansas, on September 7, 1925. After completing his educa- 
tion at Tillar High School, he entered the Army Air Corps Januar} i 
1943, and received preliminary training at the Naval Training Stat 10m San 
Diego, California. He arrived with his unit in the South Beets heater 
in July 1943, and served on Munda, Bougainville, Rabaul, lew EASE 
Guadalcanal, and Rendova. He was awarded the enlaces BOWI< | ee € r 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the American Theater Ribbon, and th¢ 
Good Conduct Medal. He will remain in the Navy. 
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ican Defense Ribbon with, one Battle Star, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, and P 


Ribbon with two Battle Stars. He was attached to the U. 
ling to last report received, and will 





ing his more than 14 years’ service, Warrant Officer Lovelace spent four 
years in the Canal Zone and two years at Balboa radio station and was 
aboard the U.S.S. Agate in the Caribbean Sea when war begun. He par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Moratai, and the 
arded the Giod Conduct Medal, Unit Citation, Amer- 
American Theater Ribbon, 


hilippine Liberation 
U.S.S. Tangier 
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JOSEPH E. LOVELACE 
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Cpl. Robert E. Collins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Collins, was born March 

9, 1921, at Tillar, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Tillar 
Grade and High School and College of the Ozarks, after which he was 
employed as flight dispatcher and construction clerk. Entering the Army 
Air Corps August 15, 1942, he attended Air Corps and Radio Schools at 
Scott Field, Illinois. After serving one year in the United States, he was 
sent to England February 26, 1944. Corporal Collins qualified as carbine 
sharpshooter and after serving almost two years overseas was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 29, 1946. 





ROBERT E. COLLINS 


Pfc. A. C. Lewis, son of James H. Lewis of Tillar, Arkansas, was born 
at Collins, Arkansas, April 7, 1923. He attended Tillar High School and 
entered military service August 7, 1944. Private Lewis completed basic 
training at Camp Blanding, Florida, and after five months of training in 
this country was sent to Scotland. Overseas almost 15 months, he served 
with Infantry units throughout the fighting of the Seigfreid Line, the 
Ardennes and Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the 
Presidential Unit Citation and the Good Conduct Medal, he served nine 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was then returned 
to the United States. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, March 26, 1946. He and his wife, Evelyn Alleen, are the parents 
of one child. 





A. C. LEWIS 


Seaman 1/c Harold M. Harper, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Harper, was born 
at Rock Springs, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Plant- 
ersville and Monticello Public Schools, afterwards being engaged in farm- 
ing. Entering the Navy June 13, 1943, he received boot training at Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, California. Departing from the United States 
January 29, 1945, Seaman Harper was in action against the enemy at Iwo 
Jima and Okinawa and, after spending 11 months overseas, was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, January 27, 1946. He and his wife, 
Margaret, live in Monticello, Arkansas, with their child. 








HAROLD M. HARPER 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Leonard G. Charrier, son of Mrs. Icy D. Charrier, 
was born December 16, 1916, at Childress, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 
1917. He received his education by attending Monticello Public Schools. 
Enlisting in the Navy October 5, 1940, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. Mate Charrier departed from the United States No- 
vember 28, 1940, and participated in action against the enemy off North 
Africa, the Coral Sea, Midway, Marshall, Gilbert, and Marianas Islands, 
and New Guinea. He was awarded six Campaign Bars and 14 Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged at San Pedro, California, October 18, 1945, 
returning to Monticello, where he lives with his wife, Theo. 





LEONARD G. CHARRIER 
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Ist Lt. John C. Mead, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Mead, Sr., of Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, was born September 28, 1923, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He 
Graduated from Monticello High School and attended Monticello A. & M. 
College and the University of Arkansas. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps 
July 24, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
spent five months at Centenary College, Shreveport, Louisiana, as a mem- 
ber of the 86th C.T.D. He was sent to San Antonio and Hondo, Texas, 
Army Air Fields and received preflight training. He received primary 
training at Chickasha, Oklahoma, and after advanced training at Enid, 
Oklahoma, received Wings as pilot of B-25 and was commissioned second 
lieutenant. He again served in San Antonio and in Waco, Texas, before 
attending B-24 School at Liberal Army Air Field, Liberal, Kansas. From 
Liberal Field, he again transferred to Blackland ‘A.A.F., Waco, Texas. 
Lieutenant Mead transferred October 13, 1945, to Randolph Field, San An- 
tonio, Texas, where he was stationed until the time of his honorable dis- 
charge, December 12, 1946. He and his wife live in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 





JOHN C. MEAD, JR. 


Pfc. James Preston White, son of Mr. and Mrs. Preston McKager White, 
was born at Wilmar, Arkansas, June 30, 1916. After attending high school 
at Wilmar and Monticello and Tyler (Texas) Commercial College, he be- 
came bookkeeper for the Monticello Cotton Oil Mill. He was employed 
in that capacity until induction into service in 1944. Assigned to the 
Marines, he trained at San Diego and Oceanside, California. During the 
12 months he served overseas he saw action in the fighting on Pelelieu, 
Palau, and Okinawa, being killed in action on the latter island on June 20, 
1945. This gallant Marine was the recipient of a Marksmanship Medal, 
the Order of the Purple Heart and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
Battle: Stars denoting each engagement in which he participated. His 
wife, Selma, and their three children, and his parents, survive him. 





JAMES P. WHITE 


Seaman 1/c Carrol L. Bird, son of Mrs. Eva Burford Bird and the late 
Carrol L. Bird, was born at Crossett, Arkansas, April 30, 1925. He com- 
pleted his education at Wilmar High School. Seaman Bird entered the 
Navy April 29, 1943, and received boot training at San Diego, ( alifornia. 
He was sent to the Solomon Islands January 1, 1944, and was wounded 
while on duty in Admiralty Bay on October 1, 1944. Following hospitaliza- 
tion at Brisbane, Australia, and Great Lakes, Illinois, he was attached 
to the U.S.S. Cleburne from April 11 to June 18, 1945. He returned to 
Treasure Island, California, and was honorably discharged July 24, 1945. 
He lives in Wilmar, Arkansas. 





CARROL L. BIRD 


T/5 A. J. Moss, Jr., son of A. J. and Grace Moss, was born in Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 18, 1923. After moving to Arkansas In 1932, he received 
his education at Wilmar and Dumas, Arkansas, Schools. He entered the 
Signal Corps January 7, 1943, and received basic training at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. After attending Signal C orps School at Omaha, Neb- 
raska, Corporal Moss departed from the United States May 19, 3 19 13, fol 
India. He participated in constructing the Ledo Road and in battles in 
the China-Burma-India theater, receiving the Asiatic-Pacitic Ribbon and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp ¢ rowder, 
Missouri, October 27, 1945. 





A. J. MOSS, JR. 
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Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Albert White Groce, son of William and Mary Rox- 
anna Groce of Monticello, was born at Plantersville, Arkansas, February 
23, 1911. After attending Plantersville Schools and Monticello A. and M. 
College, he became a school teacher and also farmed. On September 15, 
1942, he entered the Navy and was sent to Naval Station at Corpus Christi, 
Texas, for basic training. On March 23, 1944, he was sent to Puerto Rico, 
where he served one year. Mate Groce was honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 7, 1945, at Lido Beach, Long Island. He lives with his wife, Edna 
Lee, and their child at Wilmar, Arkansas. 






ALBERT W. GROCE 


Ist Lt. Frederick L. Duckworth, son of Mrs. F. L. Duckworth and the 
late Dr. Duckworth, was born November 23, 1920, in Monroe, Louisiana, 
moving to Arkansas a few weeks later. He attended Monticello, Arkansas, 
Grade and High Schools and Arkansas A. & M. for three years. Entering 
the Army January 6, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
and was stationed at Dutch Harbor, Alaska, for a year, including the time 
of the Japanese attack June 3 and 4, 1942. Returning to the United States 
August 25, 1942, he entered Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, 
North Carolina, graduating September 28, 1943. Lieutenant Duckworth 
served with Co. B, 838th A.A.A. A.W. Bn. (M.B.L.) and Battery B, 206th 
Coast Artillery (A.A), before departing December 1, 1944, for England. 
Overseas 10 months, he participated in Central Europe and Rhineland 
campaigns. He was awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Theater , 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and was honorably discharged November 
27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. His home is in Monticello, Arkansas, and he : 
is now enrolled as a senior in the University at Houston, Texas. F. L. DUCKWORTH 





Ens. Daniel W. McKinstry is the son of Bernice W. and Dorothy H. 
McKinstry of Wilmar, Arkansas, where he was born April 14, 1925. He was 
educated at Wilmar High School and Arkansas A. & M. College at Monti- 
cello before entering the Navy July 1, 1943. Ensign McKinstry served 
with the V-12 unit at Arkansas A. & M. and attended Pre-Midshipman 
School at Asbury Park, New Jersey; Midshipman’s School at Notre Dame 
University; Line Officers’ School at Miami, Florida, and Recognition 
School at Gulfport, Mississippi. In September, 1945, he was sent to Subic 
Bay and was serving as assistant first lieutenant and stores officer aboard 
the U.S.S. Key, according to last report received. 


DANIEL W. McKINSTRY 


T/Sgt. Clarence Davis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Davis, was born January 
8, 1917, in Rye, Arkansas. He attended Monticello Grade and High School 
and after graduating was employed at the prisoner of war camp, Monti- 
cello. Entering the Infantry October 12, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Cooking School. Sergeant Davis 
departed in March 1945, for Japan, and remained overseas for more than 
a year, participating in the battle of Luzon and spending six months with 
the Army of Occupation. He was awarded Infantryman’s Combat Badge, (3 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Luzon Campaign Ribbon, Good Conduct | 
Medal, and one Battle Star. He was still in the service and expected to be 

discharged in May 1946, according to last report received. His wife, Myrtis 
Elizabeth, and their child live in Monticello, Arkansas. \ ‘ 
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CLARENCE DAVIS 
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Set. Herschel Harold Brookings, Sr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. 
Brookings, was born December 11, 1912, at Monticello, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Monticello Grade and High School, after which he was employed as 
routeman for Purity Baking Co., El Paso, Texas. Entering the Armed 
Forces July 2, 1943, he received basic training at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, specializing as armorer. After six months’ training in 
Ordnance, he departed from the United States January 9, 1944, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he served on Bismarck Archipelago, New 
Guinea, and Borneo. He qualified for rifle marksman August 13, 1943, and 
served with the Amphibian Engineers in the Pacific theater. He was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Service Stars and one Bronze 
Arrowhead, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. Returning to the States 
December 19, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- 
ary 3, 1946. He and his wife, Lois, live in Monticello, Arkansas, with 


H. H. BROOKINGS, SR. their son. 





Pfe. Arnold H. Smart, son of Jasper S. and Lydia Smart, was born at 
Gurdon, Arkansas, August 31, 1914. He graduated from the Grady High 
School with the class of 1933. Entering the Signal Corps November 14, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, where he at- 
tended Auto Maintenance Service School and qualified for truck driver 
and cook. He received medals qualifying for marksmanship with the 1903 
Springfield rifle and as sharpshooter with the carbine. Attached to the 
303rd Sig. Opr. Bn., he was sent to the European Theater of Operations 
September 11, 1944, and participated in the battle of the Ardennes and 
battle of the Rhineland. He also spent two months with the Army of 
Occupation. For meritorious service, Private Smart was awarded the 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
November 4, 1945, and now resides at Tillar, with his wife, Marion Ber- 
niece, and their child. 





ARNOLD H. SMART 


Pi Seaman 1/c Walter Cox, son of John Wesley and Mattie Ardella Cox of 
f : Wilmer, Arkansas, was born at Johnsville, Arkansas, November 5, 1918. 
‘ . : He was educated at Drew Central High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
~ College and was a Coca-Cola salesman until entering the Navy February 
21, 1945. Trained at San Diego, California, he was sent to Laundry School 
at Shelton, Virginia, and became a presser. In October, 1945, Seaman 
Cox was assigned to duty aboard a troop transport and made three trips 
to LeHavre, France, and one trip to Manila, Philippine Islands. Overseas 
a total of seven months, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, March 5, 1946. He and his wife, Louise, have two children. 





WALTER COX 


2nd Lt. Zedock Caron Tucker, Jr., son of Julia Hankins and Z. poe 
Tucker, Sr., was born November 2, 1923, at Monticello, mers a, le 
attended Monticello Grade and High Schools and Arkansas A. & M. Co 
lege, after which he was employed as drugstore eae ir plas 
mechanic. He entered the Army Air Forces in February 1948, receiving 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and after completing f lig Bee 35 
ing, qualified for single-engine fighter pilot. He seiveny. act eet sa eA d 
States September 18, 1944, for the European rheater of oe oe oy seis é 
he participated in the campaigns of the Ardennes, Rhine anc hg meen 
Europe. After serving overseas almost 11 months, Lieutenant Tucker 
turned to the States August 4, 1945, and was honorably mischarg d at 
Camp Chaffee, October 8, 1945, reverting to inactive -status fe lis 
in Monticello, Arkansas, with his wife, Mary. 
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PLATE W653 


1.—Pfe. T. J. Bennett, son of Mr. and Mrs. Benja- 
min H. Bennett, of Tillar, Arkansas, was born at 
Chaonia, Missouri, October 2, 1923. He attended 
Tillar High School and was later employed as a 


retail clerk. He entered the Army Engineer Corps 


March 2, 1943. After completing basic training at 
Camp Robinson, where he specialized as a utility 
repairman and qualified as rifle sharpshooter, he 
was assigned to Company C, 336th Engineer (C) 
Battalion and departed from the United States on 
October 21, 1943, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations: He was engaged in the campaigns through 
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and Central 
Europe and received the European Theater Ribbon 
with four Bronze Battle Stars. Returning to the 
United States, he was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, December 11, 1945. 


2.—Machinist’s Mate 2/e Paul W. Herring, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Herring, was born January 11, 
1919, at Monticello, Arkansas. He attended Drew 
Central Public School and entered the Navy Con- 
struction Battalion March 26, 1943. Receiving boot 
training at Camp Peary, Virginia, he specialized in 
handling heavy equipment. On August 23, 1943, he 
was sent to the Aleutian Islands and the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater where he served in the Philippine 
Islands and China. Returning to the United States 
November 5, 1945, Mate Herring was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, November 15, 1945. He and 
his wife, Turylah, live in Wilmar, Arkansas, with 
their children. 


3.—T/4 William C. Boone, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
M. Boone of Warren, was born at White Hall, 
Arkansas, April 12, 1916. After completing his edu- 
cation he was employed as a mechanic. He entered 
the Armv October 27, 1948, and received basic 
training at F't. Knox, Kentucky. After two years in 
this country, he arrived with his unit in Europe and 
participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns. He served overseas nine 
months and received the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal 
and medals denoting proficiency in the use of the 
rifle, machine gun and also medals as qualified tank 
mechanic and driver. He was honorably discharged 
October 18, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He lives in Warren with his wife, Flarie Estelle, and 
their children. 


4.—T/5 John Wilbert Turnage, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelly Turnage of Tillar, Arkansas, was born at 
Griffithville, Arkansas, May 11, 1923. Educated in 
the Des Are and Griffithville schools, he entered 
military service June 4, 1943. Assigned to the In- 
fantry, he served basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and became a truck driver. In December, 
1943, he was sent to Hawaii and was later assigned 
to the 27th Infantry Division. Overseas two years, 
he saw action in the battle for Okinawa and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the 
Combat Infantryman Badge and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was returned to the United States and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, January 9, 1946. He and his wife, Nadine, have 
one child. ; 


5.—T/5 David W. Knight, son of Jesse and Genie D. 
Knight, was born at Wilmar, Arkansas, August 15, 
1920. He attended the public schools of Wilmar and 
was engaged in trucking until he entered the Quar- 
termaster Corps of the Army on June 20, 1942. He 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
was attached to the 2500th Quartermaster Bn. On 
August 21, 1943, he was sent to North Africa with 
his unit as a driver of heavy duty trucks in the 
Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno campaigns, for 
which he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Service 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and medals for pro- 
ficiency in truck driving and rifle and pistol marks- 
manship. After serving in this area for 24 months, 
he returned to the United States and was honorably 










discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, ( 

1945, — “4 
6.—Pfe. Kermit J. Watson, son of Mrs. 
Watson, was born at Thornton, Arkansas Fe 
23, 1918. After graduating from Banks (Arkans 
High School he worked as a farmer and a hospital — 
attendant. He entered the Army on February 25, 
1943. Upon completion of basic training at Camp — 
Robinson, he was assigned to the Medical Corps as 
a surgical technician. After 15 months in the United 
States he sailed for the European theater on June 

' 18, 1944, and saw service with his command, the 
212th Hospital Ship complement, in both the Euro- 
pean theater and the Pacific theater, evacuating 
wounded soldiers to hospitals from Southern France, 
Luzon, Leyte, and Tokyo. Private Watson received 

the American Theater Ribbon, European Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Presidential Unit Citation. He was honorably dis- 
charged from service December 24, 1945, at Camp 
Beale, California. 


mh, 


7.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c James F. Harris, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam N. Harris of Gravel Ridge, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Vick, Arkansas, November 10, 
1926. Two weeks after graduating from Kingsland 
High School he volunteered for the Navy, May 26, 
1944. Mate Harris received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and following this training was 
transferred to an electrician training school at Gulf- 
port, Mississippi. After 18 months’ service, Mate 
Harris reenlisted November 16, 1945. 


8.—T/Segt. Thurston O. Cooper, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Cooper, was born August 6, 1922, at Gould, 
Arkansas. He received his education at Tillar High 
School. He entered the Army Air Corps January 
2, 1941, and received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. He later attended the Air Corps 
Training School at Chanute Field, Illinois, receiving 
specialized training which qualified him as an air- 
plane crew chief. He landed in England in Sep- 
tember 1942, with the 92nd Fighter Sqdn., and saw 
more than 27 months’ foreign service in the Italian 
and Chinese theaters. Sergeant Cooper was engaged 
in the campaigns of Naples, Tunisia, Foggia, and 

« China, being awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Ribbon. He received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Beale, California, September 6, 1945, and lives, 
in Tillar, Arkansas. 


9.—Seaman 1/e William Owens, Jr., is the son of 
William Hamilton and Virgie Lee Owens of Route 2, 
Monticello, Arkansas. Born January 25, 1925, at 
Monticello, he attended the Monticello Public Schools 
and was employed at the Monticello Cotton Mill until 
‘entering the Navy on July 2, 1943. After completing 
boot training at San Diego, California, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in September, 1943. Over- 
seas two and one-half years, he saw action in 
nine major battles of the Pacific theater campaign. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
10 Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Star, and the American Theater Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged on March 7, 1946. Sea- 
man Owens served aboard the famous U.S.S. San 
Francisco, and the U.S.S. Santa Fe. 


10.—Ist/Sgt. Leonard B. Cooper, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John W. Cooper, was born September 27, 1919, 
at Gould, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Tillar High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College, Monticello, Arkansas. A member of the 
National Guard since September 12, 1939, he en- 
tered the regular Army, Coast Artillery Anti-air- 
craft, January 6, 1941, receiving basic training at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas, and qualifying for administrative 
noncommissioned officer. Attached to Btry. B, 206th 
C.A.A.A., he departed from the United States Au- 
gust 11, 1941, for the Aleutians where he served for 
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over 10 months. Sergeant Cooper received rifle M-1 
Marksmanship Medal, and was awarded the Amer- 
ican Campaign Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign and American Defense 
Ribbons with Clasp. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Beale, California, October 31, 1945, returning 
to Tillar, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Charlotte Louise. 


11.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1/c Benny Ford AIl- 
len, son of Docia Minshew and C. F. Allen, was 
born October 26, 1922, in Wilmar, Arkansas. He 
attended Wilmar High School and spent six mouths 
in a C.C.C. camp at Ely, Minnesota. Entering the 
Navy September 30, 1941, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Aviation 
Machinists’ School. Mate Allen departed October 
4, 1942, for Bermuda and Africa, arriving at Casa- 
blanca November 8, 1942. Overseas for two years, 
he participated in the invasions of Casablanca, 
Guadaleanal, Marshall Islands, Gilbert Islands, Hol- 
landia, New Guinea, Saipan, Tinian, Guam, and 
Admiralty Islands. He served on the U.S.S. Suwan- 
nee, aircraft carrier, for more than two years and 
was awarded Good Conduct Medal, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon, five medals, and seven Battle Stars. 
Returning to the United States, he reported on 
December 18, 1944, at Naval Air Station at New 
Orleans and was at Naval Air Station, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, according to last report received. His 
home is in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 


12.—Pfe. John Wilson Allen, son of Green Fountain 
and Docia Allen, was born May 19, 1919, at Lake 
Village. He received his education at the Wilmar 
High School. He entered the Army Air Corps June 
13, 1941, and received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. He qualified for engine oper- 
ator and received Rifle Marksmanship and Carbine 
Expert Medals. Private Allen, after serving in 
the states three years, was sent to India November 
10, 1944, and for service in the South Pacifie re- 
ceived the Presidential Unit Citation Badge, two 
Battle Stars and Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
November 17, 1945. He returned to Warren, where 
he lives with his wife, Lucille, and their child. 


13.—Cpl. Elvin Bates, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earnest 
Bates of Montrose, Arkansas, was born December 
9, 1919, at Trafalgar, Arkansas. He received his 
education at the Snyder, Arkansas, schools and 
was later engaged in farming and textile work. 
He entered the service November 17, 1942, in the 
Armored Ground Force and received his _ basic 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama. He was as- 
signed to the 746th Tank Bn., and departed from 
the United States on January 28, 19438, for the 
European Theater of Operations. During the 21 
months overseas, Corporal Bates served through 
five campaigns: Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land, Central Europe, and the Ardennes. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal, Good Conduct 
Medal, European Theater of Operations Medal with 
five Bronze Battle Stars, the Bronze Arrowhead, 
and Expert Machine Gunner’s Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged on October 31, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. He lives with his wife, Roberta, 
and their child in Monticello, Arkansas. 


4—T/Set. Allen G. Williams, son of Nola and A. 
G. Williams, was born May 21, 1915, in Strong, 
Arkansas. He graduated from Bastrop, Louisiana, 
High School, and R.C.A. Institute in 1936, after- 
wards being engaged as coin machine operator. 
Entering the Army October 22, 19438, he received 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and 
attended Clerks’ School, qualifying as supply ser- 
geant. After serving more than a year in the United 
States with the Signal Corps, he departed January 
14, 1945, for India. Overseas for a year, Sergeant 
Williams participated in the Burma campaign and 
spent four months with the Army of Occupation 
in Japan. He was awarded Meritorious Service 
Award, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and American Defense Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged February 4, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Monticello, Arkansas, 


where he lives with his wife, Marian, and th 
children. 


15.—Pfe. George William Bond, son of Mrs. Sallie | ; 
M. Davis, was born August 12, 1918, in Wilmar, 
Arkansas. He attended Wilmar High School, after- ~ 
wards being engaged as automobile mechanic for 
the Missouri Pacific Transportation Company. Enter- 
ing the Anti-aircraft forces June 20, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, ‘and at- 
tended Auto Mechanics’ School, qualifying as auto 
mechanic, truck driver, and carbine expert. Private 
Bond served for nearly two years in the United ~ 
States with the 1154th Engineer Group. He was 
awarded the Victory Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged May 6, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Wilmar, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Blanche 
Iva, and their children. 


16.—Pfce. Joe Hilton Dorman is the son of Belle L. 

Griffin of Winchester, Arkansas, where he was born 
on June 10, 1922. After completing his education 
he engaged in farming until entering the Army 
on October 30, 1942. Private Dorman received his 
basic training at Camp Campbeil, Kentucky, and 
was assigned to the Armored Infantry. In October, 
1944, he was sent to England and later saw action 
in the Southern France, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Wounded in action while serving 
with the 56th Armored Infantry Bn., he was 
awarded the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Victory Ribbon. Overseas 14 months, he served 
two months with the Army of Occupation of Ger- 
many and was then honorably discharged at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma on November 7, 1945. 


17.—Pfe. Paul K. Dorman is the son of Belle L. 
Griffin of Winchester, Arkansas. Born at Win- 
chester on July 24, 1924, he was educated in the 
public schools and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army in July, 1948. Private Dorman 
was sent to the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Mary- 
land, for his basie training and later attended the 
Artillery School. In February, 1944, he was sent to 
England with his unit, the 84th Infantry. Overseas 
21 months, he saw action in the fighting of the 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns. Holder of the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the 
Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he 
served six months with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on December 7, 1945. 


18.—T/3 David Benjamin Snoddy is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. David B. Snoddy of Monticello, Arkansas, 
where he was born on March 10, 1924. He com- 
pleted his education at Monticello High School be- 
fore entering the Army on June 2, 19438. He served 
his basic training at Camp Abbot, Oregon, and 
then attended the Army Specialized Training Pro- 
gram at Oregon State College, Corvallis, Oregon. 
Sergeant Snoddy was transferred to the Signal 
Corps and completed special training at the Signal 
Corps School, Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. In De- 
cember, 1944, he was sent with his unit, the 3181st 
Signal battalion, to the Southwest Pacific theater. 
Overseas a total of 14 months, he served in Hawaii 
and saw action in the Ryukyus campaign. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 
March 17, 1946. 


19.—S/Set. Lester Warrick, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Warrick, Sr., was born April 5, 1922, in 
McGehee, Arkansas. He graduated from McGehee 
High School and attended Hendrix College for two 
years and the University of Mississippi at Oxford 
for two years. Entering the Ist Cavalry Division 
of the Infantry May 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying as flame 
thrower. Sergeant Warrick departed November 22, 
1942, for the Southwest Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations and remained overseas for two years. He 
participated in campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, 
New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Luzon, and 
was wounded in action November 13, 1944, in the 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS : 





Sgt. Leonard O. Tiner, son of Lula M. Tiner of Tyro, Arkansas, was born 
at Tyro on April 13, 1917. After attending the Tyro schools, he enlisted 
in the regular Marine Corps on January 18, 1939. Trained at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, he was rated as an expert rifleman and pistol shot, 
and was a squad leader. Arriving in the Solomon Islands in September, 
1942, Sergeant Tiner saw action throughout the Solomon Islands campaign 
and returned to this country in February, 1944. He left this country a 
second time in August, 1944, and served with the Headquarters Company, 
1st Bn., 27th Marines, at the battle of Iwo Jima. Sergeant Tiner was 
killed in action while spotting fire for his platoon on Iwo Jima on Febru- 
ary 22, 1945. He was one of the famous “Old Marines” and gave his 
career and later his life to the service of his country. He was-the holder of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the American De-° 
fense Service Ribbon and was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. 





LEONARD O. TINER 


Seaman 2/c William Carter was born March 22, 1922, in Tyro, Arkansas. ee 
He attended Tyro Grade School, afterwards being engaged in farming. 
Entering the Navy December 14, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Gunnery and Fire Fighting Schools. He 
departed June 27, 1944, for the Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for more than a year. Seaman Carter was awarded the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with six Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 24, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Tyro, 
where he lives with his wife, Bonnie, and their son. 






WILLIAM CARTER 


Lt. William E. Free, son of Pinkie Neal and Walter Ernest Free, was 
born November 18, 1914, in Varner, Arkansas. He attended Gould Grade 
and High ‘School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards being 
employed as superintendent of the Federal Warehouse and Compress in 
Dumas, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry December 5, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and attended Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning. He served for nearly three years in the United 
States before departing October 15, 1945, for Tokyo, Japan, where he was 
still in the service, according to last report received. He was awarded 
Good Conduct Medal and Infantryman’s Badge. His wife, Margaret, and 
their child, live in Star City, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM E. FREE 


Quartermaster 2/c John Wesley Paschall, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wesley Paschall, Sr., was born August 14, 1924, in Gould, Arkansas. He 
attended Gould High School and Henderson State Teachers’ College at 
Arkadelphia, afterwards being employed as painter and material checker 
by the U. S. Engineer Department. Entering the Navy May 6, 19438, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Quarter- 
masters’ School. He served on the U.S.S. Abner Read and the U.S.S. 
Tracy at New Caledonia and in the forward areas of the Pacific Theater 
of Operations, participating in the occupation of the Solomons, convoy 
escorts and patrols, invasion of Iwo Jima, and invasions of Okinawa and 
Kerama Rhetto. After being honorably discharged March 2, 1946, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Gould, Arkansas. 


JOHN W. PASCHALL, JR. 
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Hospital Aide 1/c Walter R. Richards, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. 
Richards, was born December 22, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Gould, Arkansas, High School. Entering the. Navy November 
23, 1943, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended 
Hospital Corps School. He served for 11 months in the United States and 
for a year and two months 
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Radioman rs ff ¢ Harold Lamar Hardwick, son of Reverend and Mrs. William 
Files Hardwick, was born February 18, 1926, in Dothan, Alabama, moving 
to Arkansas in 1933. He attended Paris, Arkansas, High School. Entering | 
the Navy March 3, 1948, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Class, A Radio School and Compool School, qualifying as 
radioman. He departed December 7, 1943 for two years and three months 
of overseas duty at Tasmania, India, Ceylon, South Africa, South America, 
Trinidad, Cuba, Panama, New Guinea, Philippines, Okinawa, China, Saipan, 
and Pearl Harbor. He was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, China Liberation Rib- 
bon, and Victory Ribbon. He was stil] in the service and expects to be dis- 
charged January 8, 1948, according to last report received, His home is 
in Monticello, Arkansas. 


overseas. After being honorably discharged 





WALTER R. RICHARDS, JR. 


Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Marion F. Baugh is the son of William and Alma 
Baugh of Star City, Arkansas, where he was born August 15, 1920. He 
attended Star City High School and was a farmer and construction worker 
until entering the Navy Seabees on May 12, 1943, at Little Rock. He 
served boot training at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, and after 
six months in this country was sent to the Hawaiian Islands in November, 
1943. In Hawaii he attended the Sanitation School and later saw service 
in the Marshall Islands and the Philippine Islands, serving with his unit, 
the 100th Naval Construction Battalion. After more than two years of 
foreign service, he was returned to this country and was honorably he 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 2, 1945. He and his wife, the 
former Elizabeth Thomas, are the parents of one child. 


a 





em 


Lt. (j. g.) Charles Dayton Fish, son of John Garwin and Lorena Myrtle 
Fish, was born March 4, 1923, at Gould, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Gould High School. Entering the Naval Ail Corps Sep- 
tember 9, 1942, he received training at Athens, pee. and < ota 
Florida, qualifying for naval aviator February 22, 1944, 4 fter 0 ye at 
service in the United States, he departed July 10, 1944, for thi South 
Pacific and served in the Philippine campaign. After 11 apes St Shine 
overseas, he returned June 29, 1945, and was placed pee ce CBee 
November 28, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, returning to Star City, wh 
he lives with his wife, Anna Delle. 
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ERCEL F. FREEMAN 


T/5 Daniel Woodrow Bolin, son of Mrs. Sarah Cason Bolin and the late 
Mr. Bolin of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was born at Pine Bluff September 11, 
1914. He was educated at Pine Bluff High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College at Monticello, and was an insurance and real estate salesman with 
the McNew Realty and Insurance Company at Pine Bluff until entering 
military service March 7, 1944. He served basic training at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
-homa and Camp Bowie, Texas, before arriving in the European theater in 
December, 1944. Overseas 15 months, he saw action in the battle of the 
Ruhr pocket in Germany with the 1268th Combat Engineers. Corporal 
Bolin was later sent to the Pacific theater and served throughout the 
battle for Luzon in the Philippines. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the 
Good Conduct Medal, he expected to be honorably discharged in April, 
1946, according to last report received. He and his wife, Doris Farrell 


Bolin, have one son. 





OSCAR D. COLVIN ~— 


2nd Lt. Elmo O. Stoker is the son of Walter F. Stoker of Warren, Arkan-. 
sas, where he was born January 20, 1909. He attended Warren High 
School and Chillicothe Business College and was a salesman, bookkeeper 
and cost clerk until entering military service on April 14, 1942. He served 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and has since seen service 
with the Infantry, Tank Destroyers and Quartermasters. Lieutenant 
Stoker was selected to attend Quartermaster Officer Candidate School and 
became a price analyst during his military career. After service with the 
819th Tank Destroyer Bn., he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in 
March, 1944, and remained overseas for seven months. He was released 
from active duty at Ft. Meade, Maryland, February 13, 1946. His wife is 


Claudelle G. Stoker. 
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Ens. Ercel Franklin Freeman, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Franklin Freeman, 
was born September 14, 1922, in Tyro, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Gould High School and attended Ouachita College at Arkadelphia. Enter- 
ing the Navy July 1, 1943, he received Navy V-12 training at Louisiana — 
Polytechnic Institute at Ruston; attended pre-midshipman’s School at 
Asbury Park, New Jersey; entered Midshipman’s School at Northwestern 
University in Chicago; and was commissioned ensign and transferred to 
Advanced Officer’s Line School in Miami, Florida. He qualified as deck 
officer. Departing August 16, 1945, for Hawaii, he served for nearly a 
year in the vicinity of Pearl Harbor and Johnston Island and received 
‘American’ Theater, Asiatic Theater, and Victory Ribbons. After being 
honorably discharged August 9, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to his home in Gould, Arkansas. 








2 a 


DANIEL W. BOLIN 


Pfe. Oscar Denton Colvin, son of Mrs. Emma Colvin of Warren, Arkansas, 
was born at Vick, Arkansas, February 15, 1911. He was educated in the 
Bradley County schools and was employed as a forestry towerman and 
insurance agent until entering military service on March 24, 1944. He 
served basic Infantry training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and after 
seven months in this country he was sent to the European Theater of 
Operations for a stay of more than a year. Private Colvin served as a 
rifleman in an Infantry division throughout the Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and holds the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Wounded in Germany in No- 
vember, 1944, he also was awarded the Purple Heart. He was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 3, 1945. He and 
his wife, Martha Dees Colvin, have three children. 





ELMO O. STOKER 
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2.—Pyt. Obie N. Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Burns of Star City, Arkansas, was born December 
6, 1924, in Star City, Arkansas. He received his 
education in the public schools of Lincoln County, 
Arkansas. Private Burns entered the Army In- 
fantry in 1943. This young soldier was killed in 
action. He is survived by his parents and four 
brothers, Harold, James, William, and Jason, who 
were also in the service. 


3.—Pfe. LaVerne Claude Harper, son of Fusha and 
Claude Harper, was born July 28, 1923, in Thornton, 
Arkansas. He attended Thornton High School, 
afterwards being engaged as a carpenter. Entering 
the Infantry February 5, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp McCain, Mississippi, and attended 
special training schools, qualifying as lineman and 
switchboard operator. Attached to the 346th In- 
fantry, Private Harper served for a year in the 
United States and departed February 24, 1944, for 
Italy. He remained overseas for a year and a half, 
participating in three major European battles and 
spending two months with the Army of Occupation. 
He was awarded Infantry Combat Badge, Bronze 
Star Medal, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged October 13, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to his home in Star City, 
Arkansas. 


4.—Cpl. Jason L. Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Burns of Star City, Arkansas, was born April 3, 
1922 in Star City. He received his education in the 
public schools of Lincoln County and was farming 
before entering the service. Corporal Burns entered 
the Army Air Corps November 18, 1943. No fur- 
ther information regarding his service record was 
furnished. 


5.—Pfe. James D. Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Burns of Star City, Arkansas, was born October 
16, 1918, in Star City. He received his education 
in the public schools of Lincoln County. _Private 
Burns entered the Army Engineer Corps in 1942. 
No further details regarding the service record of 
Private Burns were furnished. 


6.—Petty Officer 1/c John Carlos Lyle, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Lyle of Star City, Arkansas, was 
born December 25, 1913. He attended Lincoln County 
Public Schools and graduated from Monticello High 
School. He was employed as an electrician before 
entering the Navy March 27, 1942. Petty. Officer 
Lyle received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia. He 
was an aviation electrician and served in the Navy 
three years and six months. He was honorably dis- 
charged September 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He and his wife, Pearl, have one child. 


7.—Cpl. Harvey B. Edwards is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Edwards of Star City, Arkansas, and was 
born there September 22, 1914. He attended Star 
City High School, Ouachita Baptist College and 
Magnolia A. & M. and was employed by the Collier 
Publishers of Memphis, Tennessee, and by the Ow en 
Furniture Company, Marianna, Arkansas. He served 
with the Arkansas National Guard from 1955 to 
1939 and entered the Corps of Engineers at E > 
Lewis, Washington, May 11, 1942, ana receivec 


PLATE 69 


[ 721] 





his basic training there. Assigned to the 133rd 
Engineer Combat Bn., he arrived in Northern Ire- 
land in April, 1944, and remained overseas for 19 
months. Participating in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns, he was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the Order of the 
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster for two 
wounds suffered in France and Luxembourg, the 
Good Conduct Medal and a Sharpshooter’s Medal 
for proficient use of the rifle. He was honorably 
discharged on November 4, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. 


8.——-Pvt. Harold M. Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Burns of Star City, Arkansas, was born September 
18, 1908, in Star City. He received his education 
in the public schools of Lincoln County and before 
entering the service was employed by Pine Bluff 
Arsenal, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Private Burns 
entered the Infantry in 1944. He and his wife, Lillie 
Mae, have two children. No further information 
regarding the service record of Private Burns was 
furnished. 


9.—T/Sgt. Joe J. Dean, sonof Chailie H. and Mary 
J. Dean of Gould, Arkansas, was born at Star City, 
Arkansas, on January 15, 1910. After completing 
his education he was employed as a plumber prior 
to entering the Army on October 16, 1942. Having 
received basic training at Camp Polk, Louisiana, he 
was assigned to the Armored Field Artillery and 
made construction work his specialty. Arriving in 
New Guinea in November, 1944, he was engaged 
there for 13 months in construction work with the 
1005th Engineer Special Construction Company, be- 
ing one of six supervisors in charge of the pipe 
fitting and other iron work in connection with the 
installation of more than 80 huge oil storage tanks. 
Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged on December 38, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He is the father of 
two daughters. 


10.—Pfe. William J. Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. M. Burns of Star City, Arkansas, was born Feb- 
ruary 23, 1921, in Star City. He was educated in 
the public schools of Lincoln County, Arkansas, and 
was engaged in farming after his school training. 
Private Burns entered the Army in 1943. No fur- 
ther details regarding the service record of Private 
Burns were furnished. 


11.—T/5 Curtis Crabb, son of Mrs. Lena R. Crabb 
of Gould, Arkansas, was born at Herbine, Arkansas, 
on November 1, 1918. After completing his educa- 
tion in the Woodlawn (Arkansas) schools, he was 
engaged in farming and carpentry until entering 
the service on February 23, 1943. Completing his 
basic training at Camp White, Oregon, he was 
assigned to the Combat Engineers and became a 
machine operator. Arriving in the European theater 
in December, 1943, he took part in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Kuropean campaigns. Overseas 21 months, he holds 
the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, Marksman’s Medal (rifle) and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
on November 12, 1945, at Camp Fannin, Texas 
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one Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Brooke Convalescent Hos- 
pital at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, November 16, 
1945. He and his wife, the former Doris Morgan, 
have one son. 


13.—Sgt. Sigard R. Baugh is the son of Alma and 
William Baugh of Star City, Arkansas. Born at 
Star City on September 16, 1922, he attended Star 
City High School and was engaged in farming 
and construction work until entering the Army on 
December 5, 1942. He completed basic Infantry 
training at Camp Howze, Texas, and at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, and was assigned to the 333rd 
Infantry of the 84th Division. In September, 1944, 
_ he arrived with his unit in England. Overseas a 
total of 16 months, he saw action in the fighting 
of the Ardennes, Central Europe and Rhineland 
campaigns and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, the Expert Infantry Badge and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge. After eight months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany, he was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Febru- 
ary 17, 1946. 


14.—Cpl. James Cecil Waters is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim Waters and was born on J anuary 25, 1920, 
at Star City, Arkansas. He attended the Star City 
High School and was engaged in carpentry work 
prior to entering the Army Engineers on May 18, 
1942. Upon completion of basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, he was assigned to duty as 
a construction foreman, departing for Alaska with 
his unit on September 19, 1942. During his 26 
months overseas, he served throughout the Attu and 
Kiska campaigns and returned to this country in 
November, 1944. Corporal Waters received the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars 
and other awards. He was honorably discharged 
from the service on October 7, 1945, at Camp Clai- 
borne. He is the husband of the former Miss Gladie 
Richards. 


15.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c William Eugene Waters 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Waters of Star City, 
Arkansas, where he was born July 10, 1921. Edu- 
eated at Star City High School, he was employed 
as a carpenter until entering the Navy on June 18, 
1942. Completing boot training at Camp Allen, Nor- 
folk, Virginia, he specialized in construction work 
and sailed for the South Pacific area on October 23, 
1944. During the 14 months he spent overseas, he 
saw extensive service in many localities, including 
participation in the _ historic battle of Okinawa. 
Among his decorations is the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. 
Mate Waters was honorably discharged from the 
Navy on January 3, 1946, at the Naval Separation 
Center, Memphis. 


16.—Pfc. Gerald Clyde Shepherd, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Carroll Shepherd, Sr., was born at 
Gould, Arkansas, November 4, 1924. Graduating 
from Gould High School, he attended Henderson 
State Teachers’ College one year, after which he 
entered the Army Medical Corps May 12, 1943. 
Receiving basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, 
he qualified for medical technician. After training 
in the United States, Private Shepherd was sent to 
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Pearl Harbor for one year and then to Okinawa 
for over a year in charge of dispensary and assist- 
Ing surgeons. Among other decorations, he received 
Marksmanship and Good Conduct Medals. After 
Serving 28 months in the Asiatic-Pacifie Theater 
of Operations, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 19, 1946, returning to Gould. 


17.—Sgt. William Carroll Shepherd, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Carroll Shepherd, Sr., was born 
August 23, 1921, at Gould, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending Hendrix College, Con- 
way; State A. & M. College, Monticello, and Cohn’s 
Electrical School, Chicago. Entering the Army Air 
Corps, Base Unit, September 22, 1942, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, qualify- 
ing for basic instructor, duty non-commissioned of- 
ficer. Sergeant Shepherd gave instructions in basic 
training, employment of basic weapons, close and 
extended order drill and in chemical warfare. After 
serving over three years attached to 1050th Air 
Force, he was awarded expert carbine and sharp- 
shooter pistol medals, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Doug- 
las, Utah, November 22, 1945. He and his wife, 
Addie Ruth, live in Gould with their children. 


18.—Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Billy Harold Smith, son 
of Mrs. Tom Smith, was born August 30, 1926, in 
Dumas, Arkansas. He attended Gould High School. 
Entering the Navy December 13, 1943, he receiyed 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Hospital Corps School, specializing in medical train- 
ing for hospital and combat beach party duty. Mate 
Smith departed December 9, 1944, on the U.S.S. 
Bollinger, for the Pacific Theater of Operations. 
He remained overseas more than a year and par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 
After being honorably discharged May 2, 1946, 
in Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
Gould, Arkansas. 


19.—S/Sgt. Clarence Crabb, son of Mrs. Lena Crabb, 
was born January 14, 1916, in Herbine, Arkansas. 
He attended Gravel Ridge School, afterwards being 
engaged in farming. Entering the Army February 
4, 1941, he received basic training at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers 
School, qualifying for mess sergeant. Departing 
August 15, 1941, for Alaska, he was later sent to 
Europe and served overseas for three years, par- 
ticipating in the campaigns of Northern France, 
Central Europe, and the Rhineland. Sergeant Crabb 
also spent four months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion. He was honorably discharged October 15, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned 
to Gould, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Helen. 


20.—-Seaman 1/c Clifton Noah Crabb, son of Mrs. 


Lena Crabb, was born May 12, 1923, ’in Herbine, 
Arkansas. He attended Woodlawn School, after- 
wards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Coast Guard November 22, 19438, he received basic 
training at Baltimore, Maryland, and attended Tar- 
get School, specializing in truck driving. Seaman 
Crabb served for two years in the United States 
and was honorably discharged April 20, 1946, at 
Brooklyn, New York. He lives in Gould, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Juanita, and their child. 
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PHILIP C. RAMSEY 


Fireman 1/c Philip Calvin Ramsey, son of Charles Carlisle and Marie Jones 
Ramsey, was born on December 24, 1925, at Kirksville, Missouri, moving 
to Arkansas in 1928. After completing his education at Magnolia High 
School, he enlisted in the Navy December 20, 1943. He received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and was sent to the Aleutian Islands 
March 27, 1944, serving aboard the U.S.S. Luce. He participated in the 
assault on Leyte and Luzon Islands in the Philippines and the invasion 
of Okinawa; the Luce serving in this area as a radar picket ship until 
being sunk by Japanese suicide planes on May 4, 1945. Fireman Ramsey 
was reported missing in action on this date and has since been reported 
killed at his battle station. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
Magnolia, Arkansas. 
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Flight Officer George L. Britton, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Britton, was 
born at Hope, Arkansas, on May 16, 1916, educated at Fair Park High 
School, Shreveport, Louisiana, and Monticello A. & M. College, and 
worked as a watch repairman prior to entering the Army March 11, 1941. 
Following basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he accompanied the 206th 
Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and served in 
that theater until May, 1948. During that period of service, he received 
the American Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Marksman’s Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with one Battle Star. On May 16, 1943, he returned to the United States 
for pilot training in California, Texas and New Mexico. Receiving his 
commission, he was assigned to the India-Burma theater as pilot in Janu- 
ary, 1945, and served for five months, receiving the Air Medal with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross and a British citation. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, October 17, 1945. He 
and his wife, Mary Inez, are the parents of a son. 
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S/Sgt. James H. White, son of Mrs. Ruth D. White, was born 
November 25, 1920, in Magnolia, Arkansas. He attended Hope 
High School in Hope, Arkansas, and A. & M. College at Mag- 
nolia. Entering the Chemical Warfare Service October 1; 1942. 
he received basic training at Camp Sibert, Alabama, and spe- 
cialized in electrical and communication section. Attached to 
the 93rd Chemical Composite Company, he departed June 3, 


served overseas two and a 


half years. He participated in New Guinea and Luzon campaigns 
and spent five months with the Army of Occupation. Sergeant 
White was awarded the World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze 
Service Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star. After being honorably discharged January 1, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Magnolia. 
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Ist. Lt. Alvin Lawrence Rogers, Jr., son of Ora Lee and Alvin L. Rogers, 
Sr., was born at Magnolia, Arkansas, April 15, 1921. He was educated at 
Magnolia High School and Magnolia A. & M. College, being mustered 
into service with his National Guard unit on December 23, 1940. Follow- 
ing basic training at Camp Robinson, he graduated from Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and arrived with his Infantry unit in 
Alaska in August, 1941. After almost three years’ service in that theater, 
he was transferred to the Western European front, where he participated 
in the Normandy and Brest campaigns, where he was severely wounded. 
He was awarded Expert Pistol, Rifle, and Machine Gun Medals, the 
American Defense Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, the — 
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon, two Battle Stars, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Purple 
Heart and Good Conduct Medal. Lieutenant Rogers was honorably dis- 
charged at Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, May 2, 1945. 





ALVIN L. ROGERS, JR. 


Cpl. David Hayes Dees, son of Marjorie and Philip Dees, was born Oc- 
tober 10, 1923, at Magnolia, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending the Harvey C. Couch School and Magnolia High School, after 
which he entered the Infantry on June 4, 1943. Receiving basic training 
at Ft. Jackson, Columbia, South Carolina, he qualified for expert marks- 
man October, 1943, and received Combat Infantryman’s Badge January, 
1945. He was sent to Europe October 17, 1944, participating in the 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European campaigns. He was awarded 
a Croix de Guerre with a Bronze Star from the French government for 
exceptional service in the liberation of France, European Theater of 
Operations and European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbons, and Good Con- 
duct and World War II Victory Ribbons. Returning to the United States 
July 11, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 2 
January 7, 1946. He lives in Magnolia with his wife, Pauline. : ae 

DAVID H. DEES 





Ist Lt. Bonnie Bert Rucks, son of Bertha Carnes and the late Edmund 
Taylor Rucks of Magnolia, Arkansas, was born at Newport, Arkansas 
July 23, 1917. He attended DeWitt High School at DeWitt, Arkansas, and 
the Lincoln Aviation College at Lincoln, Nebraska, before entering the 
Army Air Forces August 21, 1936. Lieutenant Rucks completed basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and later served at Chanute 
Field, Illinois. He attended Aerial Gunnery, Radar and Night Fighter Oper- 
ations schools and also saw service with the Infantry. In August, 1944, he 
was sent to the Southwest Pacific and was overseas for a year. He flew 94 
combat missions and flew cover for the troops which liberated the prisoners 
at the Japanese prison of Cabanatuan in the Philippines. He was also in 
action in New Guinea, Dutch Indies and Bismarck Archipelago. He holds 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 

with four Battle Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon and Good Con- 
BONNIE B. RUCKS duct Medal. He plans to remain in the regular Army permanently. 





Pfc. Philip Dees, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Dees, Sr., was born on 
October 20, 1918, at Camden, Arkansas. Following his graduation from 
Magnolia High School and Magnolia A. & M. College, he owned and 
operated a lumber yard in Ft. Worth, Texas, prior to his entrance into 
the Army on May 11, 1944. Previously qualified by service in the Arkansas 
National Guard, Private Dees was sent to Camp Hood, Texas, for further 
training and was assigned to an Infantry Replacement unit. On No- 
vember 19, 1944, he arrived on the European front and as a member of 
Co. K, 16th Infantry, 1st Division, lst Army, participated in three battles, 
including the Battle of the Bulge. On January 19, 1945, two months after 
landing in Europe, he was killed in action. For his devoted service to his 
country, he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle \ \ \ 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, a Group Presidential Citation, Marksman’s iy i ae 
Medals (pistol, rifle and machine gun) and the Order of the Purple Heart ~ ( Pa oF 
(awarded posthumously). He is survived by his. wife, Jerusha Hinshaw oe ES ee | d 
Dees, and a daughter, Margery Jane. PHILIP DEES, JR. 
7260) 
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LLOYD P. ALLEN 





Ist/Sgt. Clarence Richard Samuel, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Samuel, 
residing at McNeil, Arkansas, was born at Magnolia, Arkansas, on April 
26, 1919, and was educated at McNeil High School and Ouachita College 
before entering the Army in July, 1942. He received basic training at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, Medical and Infantry and attended Administrative 
School, University of Mississippi. Assigned to Hammond General Hos- 
pital, he participated in the campaigns of Northern France and Central 
Europe, winning the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon and American Theater and Victory Ribbons. Sergeant Samuel was 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 13, 1945. 








T/5 Lloyd P. Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd A. Allen, was born Novem- 
ber 8, 1925, in Stephens, Arkansas. He graduated from Stephens High 
School. Entering the Field Artillery November 21, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and attended Field Artillery Noncom- 
missioned Officers’ School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. He served for more than 
a year in the United States with the 5th Division, 21st F. A. Battalion, 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky, before departing April 16, 1945, for Germany. 
Overseas for four and a half months, he spent three months with the 
Army of Occupation and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Occupational Ribbon. 
At last report he was still in service. His home is in Magnolia, Arkansas. 


CLARENCE R. SAMUEL 


Capt. Hoyle W. Clanton, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Clanton, was born at 
Hermitage, Arkansas, November 13, 1922. He graduated from Magnolia 
High School and attended Magnolia A. & M. College for two years, after 
which he was employed by the Arkansas Highway Department. Entering 
the Army Air Corps on December 29, 1942, he received basic training at 
Boca Raton, Florida, and attended A.A.F. Technical School at New Haven, 
Connecticut, specializing in aircraft armament. 
A.A.F., he departed from the United States on December 7, 1943, for 
China, where for over two years he saw service with the 23rd Fighter 
Group (Flying Tigers). Captain Clanton ‘received Unit Citation, Bronze 
Star Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Asiatic 
Theater Ribbon with two Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and qualified as 


Attached to 14th U.S. 


expert with pistol, rifle, and sub-machine gun. He returned to the United 
States January 3, 1946, and will remain in the service. 


HOYLE W. CLANTON 


T/5 Herbert L. Cooper, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben E. Cooper, was born at 
Magnolia, Arkansas, on February 12, 1919. After completing his education 
in the Magnolia Schools, he was employed by the Weaver-Magnolia ¢ otton 
Mill. Entering the service on March 21, 1941, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Corporal Cooper served with nis unit, the 
153rd Infantry, in the Aleutian Islands, and returned in June, 19 13, be 
sent July 29, 1944, to the South Pacific. Overseas a total of 35 mont 
Corporal Cooper participated in the Philippine campaign and in the ¢ : 
nawa campaign, and was wounded in action. Holder of the I ue ple hanson 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Asiatic Pacific Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Arrowhead, American Defense Service Ribbon, an 
the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged on Octol er : 
at Camp Beale, California. He lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Margar 
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Cpl. Wyman Steve Dennis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Dennis, was born 
August 27, 1911, in Magnolia, Arkansas. He attended Magnolia High 
School arid Magnolia A. & M. College, afterwards being engaged as book- 
keeper for Standard Ice Company of Hot Springs and gauger for Standard 
Oil Company. Entering the Engineer Corps April 23, 1944, he received 
basic training at Aberdeen, Maryland, and Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, attending 
Clerk’s School at Ft. Belvoir, where he qualified as sales clerk. Corporal 
Dennis served nearly a year in the United States and departed February 
28, 1945, for Recife, Brazil. He remained overseas for eight months and 
was awarded American Theater Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and South Atlantic Theater Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
to Magnolia, where he lives with his wife, Ozelle Volentine, and their 
children. 





WYMAN S. DENNIS 


Sgt. Norris W. Beard, son of Walter W. Beard of Magnolia, Arkansas, 
was born at Arcadia, Louisiana, June 8, 1922. After completing one year 
at Louisiana Technical Institute he entered theyArmy Air Forces on June 
22, 1942. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, he later at- 
tended Airplane Mechanics School, and after one year in this country, 
arrived with his unit, the 381st Bomb Group, in England. Overseas 25 
months, he participated in the general air offensive in Europe and the 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns. Holder of a Presidential Unit Citation, the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged on October 5, 1945, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 






NORRIS W. BEARD 


Cpl. Henry Madden Doss, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Madden Doss, Sr., 
was born March 2, 1921, at Atlanta, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending the Magnolia High School and A. & M. College at Magnolia. 
A member of the Arkansas National Guard from September 1939, he 
entered the regular Army Infantry January 3, 1941. He received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and qualified for heavy weapons 
N.C.O. Attached to the 153rd Infantry, 35th Division, he was sent to. 
Alaska August 15, 1941, and after almost nine months’ service in the 
Aleutians, he was reported missing in action May 6, 1942, at Yakutat, 
Alaska. Corporal Doss had been awarded the Pre-Pearl Harbor and Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbons. His parents reside at 401 North Vine Street, 
Magnolia, Arkansas. 





HENRY M. DOSS, JR. 


Sgt. Warren N. Doss, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Doss, was born De- 
cember 17, 1924, at Ruston, Louisiana, and moved to Arkansas in January 
1928. Receiving his education by attending the Magnolia High School, he 
entered the Infantry in July 1943, and received basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, where he qualified for machine gunner N.C.O. and re- 
ceived Combat Infantryman’s Badge August 9, 1944. Attached to Co. 
M, 262 Inf., 66th Div., he served one year in the United States and de- 
parted July 15, 1944, with Co. M, 121st Inf., 8th Div., for the European 
Theater of Operations. He participated in Northern France, Rhineland, 
and Central European campaigns and spent one month with the Army of 
Occupation. For meritorious service he was awarded the Combat Infantry 
Badge, Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon with three Campaign Stars, American Theater Ribbon and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
December 20, 1945. 





WARREN N. DOSS 
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T/Set. John F. Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lee, was born at Emerson, 
Arkansas, February 18, 1918, and completed his education at Arkansas 
A. & M. College, Magnolia, and University of Arkansas. He was employed 
as teller for the Farmers Bank & Trust Company, Magnolia, when he 
entered the Army Finance Department January 30, 1942. After basic 
training at Camp Robinson he attended the Advanced Finance School, Ft. 
Harrison, Indiana, qualifying as technical finance clerk. Sergeant Lee 
left the states May 27, 1942, for Puerto Rico and was transferred on 
October 26, 1943, to Cuba. After serving in Cuba for almost a year he 
shipped for Egypt and Turkey August 27, 1944. After 3] months’ service 
overseas he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
sourl, November 23, 1945, and now resides at Magnolia. 





JOHN F. LEE 


Flight Officer Edwin A. Waller is the son of Thomas Melton and Cecil 
Waller of Magnolia, Arkansas, where he was born on January 15, 1921. 
After graduating from Magnolia High School in 1939, he attended Mag- 
nolia A. & M. College until entering active service with the Arkansas 
National Guard. He had first enlisted in the National Guard in 1939 and 
entered active service on December 23, 1940. After completing his basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was transferred from the In- 
fantry to the Air Corps and trained at Lowry Field, Colorado. In October 
1942, he was sent to the Southwest Pacific theater. A veteran of service 
in both the Pacific and in Italy, he has seen action in the Papuan, North 
Apennines and Po Valley campaigns during his 18 months overseas. At 
last report he was still on active duty as a navigator in the Air Corps. His 
wife is the former Jackie Nowlin. 
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EDWIN A. WALLER 


S/Sgt. Carl Benson, son of Mrs. L. V. Benson, was born February 19, 1916, 
at Camden, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Texas 
University and Illinois University, after which he was engaged in teaching 
school. Entering the Field Artillery April 26, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Bowie, Texas, specializing as instructor. After training 
in the United States 14 months attached to 404 F. A. Group, he was sent 
to the European Theater of Operations on July 1, 1944. He served in the 
campaigns of Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe 
with 6819th Allied Information Educational Special Service, returning to 
the United States January 9, 1946. Sergeant Benson was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Grant, Illinois, January 15, 1946, and lives in Waldo, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Martha. 





CARL BENSON 





Pvt. Alvis Roger Whitlow, son of John Roger and Mary Scag Whit low, 
was born April 15, 1917, at Magnolia, Arkansas. He received his seit A ; 
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Lt. (j. g.) William Robert Benton, Jr., son of Mrs. William R. 
Benton and the late Mr. Benton of Fordyce, Arkansas, was born ~ 
in Little Rock on August 10, 1912. Following graduation from 
the University of Arkansas, he was employed for a time by the 
Arkansas State Highway Department as an engineer and later 
became office manager of the Benton Furniture Co. at Fordyce. 
He entered the Naval Reserve on December 15, 1943, being sent 
to Tucson, Arizona, for indoctrination at the University of Ari- 
zona. Later he specialized in anti-submarine defense by attend- 
ing the Nets and Booms School at Tiburon, California, and after 
five months of preparation in the United States, he began his 
sea duty on June 13, 1944, and served until March, 1946, when 
he was retired to inactive status at Memphis. He and his wife, 
Sarah Kathryn Rhodes Benton, are the parents of a daughter. 





WILLIAM R. BENTON, JR. 


2nd Lt. Charles Evan Rhodes was the son of Mr. and Mrs. E. B. 
Rhodes of Fordyce, Arkansas. He attended the Fordyce schools 
and graduated from the University of Arkansas in 1942. He 
entered military service in July 1942, and after completing In- 
fantry basic training was selected to attend the Infantry Of- 
ficer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Lieutenant 
Rhodes served two years in this country as a communications 
officer with the 28th Infantry Division and in August 1944, was 
sent to England. He took part in the battle for Metz with the 
95th Infantry Division and on December 5, 1944, was killed in 
action while being evacuated to the rear for medical treatment 
after suffering wounds. This young officer was wounded while 
leading his men in an attack on a heavily defended German 
position near the town of Neuforweiler, Germany. He was buried 
with full military honors in the United States Military Cemetery 
at Limey, near the city of Thiacourt, France. He was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart and was the holder of the 
Presidential Unit Citation for action participated in with his 
famous unit. 
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CHARLES E. RHODES 








FRANK E. ATTWOOD 





Lt. Thomas E. Sparks, son of Mrs. Clara M. Sparks, was born August 15, 
1911, at Crossett, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Hendrix College and Washington and Lee University, after which he 
practiced law. Entering the Navy in August 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at Indoctrination School, Hollywood, Florida, and at Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge, Massachusetts, specializing as communications of- 
ficer. After nine months’ service in the United States, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he served for 20 months. Lieutenant Sparks 
returned to the States January 19, 1946, and was honorably discharged 
at Norfolk, Virginia, March 1, 1946. He and his wife, Julia, live in 
Fordyce, Arkansas, with their children. 





MEADOR 





Sgt. Frank E. Attwood, son of Evan Marks Attwood and Allie 
Attwood of Fordyce, Arkansas, was born at New Edinburg, 
Arkansas, on August 14, 1922. After graduating from Fordyce 
High School, he attended the University of Arkansas for two 
years and entered military service on October 26, 1942. Assigned 
to the Air Corps, he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
completed basic training there, Sergeant Attwood then attended 
the Weather School at Chanute Field, Illinois, and became a 
weather specialist. He served two years in the continental United 
States as a member of the 3rd Weather Sqdn., and in November, 
1944, was sent to the China-Burma-India theater where he 
remained for more than 11 months. He earned the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon and was returned to this 
country in October, 1945. Sergeant Attwood was honorably 
discharged at the Army Air Force Personnel Distribution Center 
at San Antonio, Texas, January 23, 1946. 





* 





THOMAS E. SPARKS 


Lt. Col. John C. Meador, son of Mr. and ees eye otro Eaibe fe rS: 
August 11, 1909, in Arkadelphia, Erna Hee ere Praca ebier 
delphia High School and Ouachita ¢ ollege, a ber Wi ch | oe ee 
for one year, served with the C.C.C. for fix e J é ae ee ig ee omar 
store manager for more than a year. A member of the 2.0. ya deasee ne 
i rebr ry 8, 19¢ as a captain, and attended Armor: Kore 
the Infantry February 3, 1941, as a captain, and phar paca : 
Schools at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and Autom bile Maintenance Sx 
Crook, Nebraska, qualifying as tank dest deka 
rifleman, machine gunner, and anti-tank ¢ unner ai d pis' 
departed December 1d, 1944, zor } 
France, Belgium, and Germany. | D ring his six 
ticipated in the campaigns of the R sland and 
awarded the American Defense Service Ribbo: 
dential Unit Citation, and Occupat on Ribb n, 
the Silver Star Medal. He re\ erted ¢ T 
and returned to Fordyce, where he 
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‘oyer unit comm 
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CARL G. WAFFORD 


2nd Lt. Carl George Wafford, son of Clarence George and Lillie Belle 
Wafford of Malvern, Arkansas, was born at Curtis, Arkansas, March 29, 
1919. He attended Camden High School at Camden, Arkansas, and com- 
pleted four years at Henderson State Teachers College at Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. Entering military service on June 28, 1941, he served basic 
training at Orangeburg, South Carolina and was transferred to the Army 
Air Corps in January, 1942. Lieutenant Wafford became a flying cadet 
and completed basic training at Greenville, Mississippi. He served his 
flight training at Columbus, Mississippi, and Greenville, South Carolina, 
and was commissioned in the Air Corps. In January, 1943, he was sent to 
Chakulia, India, and was sent into combat in February, 1943. This gallant 
young officer was killed in action in the China-Burma-India theater on 
February 24, 1943, only one week after he was sent into combat. 
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Aviation Cadet Harvey E. Paul, Jr., son of Letitia G. and Harvey E. Paul, 
Sr., was born December 14, 1916, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended 
McGehee High School and Chillicothe Business College, afterwards being 
engaged as route supervisor for Camden Wholesale Company. Entering the 
Air Corps December 7, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended Service School at San Antonio, Texas; Pine Bluff 
School of Aviation; Bombardier School at Childress, Texas; and Radio and 





children. 
HARVEY E. PAUL ~JR: 


Ist Lt. James H. Paul, son of Letitia G. and Harvey E. Paul, was born 
August 31, 1922, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended McGehee Public 
School, Camden High School, and University of the South, Sewanee, Ten- 
nessee, where he enlisted in the Army Special Training Program. Entering 
the Infantry June 30, 1948, he received basic training at Camp Hood, 
Texas, and infantry training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. He also 
attended Service School at Texas A. & M., qualifying as squadron com- 
mander. After serving more than a year in the United States with the 
84th Division, 9th Army, “Railsplitters,” Lieutenant Paul departed in 
September 1944, for Germany. He participated in campaigns in Belgium 
and Germany, and was awarded Bronze Star Medal and Citation and 
the Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster. He attended Officer Training School in 
France and later reenlisted and transferred to the 3rd Army. He was 
still in service at last report with the Army of Occupation in Frankfort, 
Germany. His home is:in Camden, Arkansas. He is married to the former 
Miss Geraldine Wise. 


Radar Training Schools at Madison, Wisconsin 
qualifying as radar mechanic. Cadet Paul rec 
October 11, 1944, for use of the carbine. He se 
for three years and was awarded World War 
Conduct Medal, and American Theater Ribbon. 
discharged February 24, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
to Camden, Arkansas, where he lives with his 


, and Boca Raton, Florida, 
ved Sharpshooter’s Medal 
rved in the United States 
II Victory Ribbon, Good 
After being honorably 
Arkansas, he returned 
wife, Bonita, and their 





JAMES H. PAUL 


Aviation Cadet Raymend L. Paul, son of Letitia G. and Harvey E. Paul, 
was born March 26, 1920, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended McGehee 
Public School, Camden High School, and University .of the South at 
Sewanee, Tennessee. Entering the Navy (V-5) December 22, 1943, he 
attended Carson Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee, and received 
preflight training at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Cadet Paul served in 
the United States for a year and a half under Navy V-12a and V-5 and 


2 


lives in Camden, Arkansas. 





RAYMEND L. PAUL 


Ist Lt. Charles E. Paul, son of Letitia G. and Harvey E. Paul, was b 
January 16, 1919, in McGehee, Arkansas. He attended McGehe: 
Camden Public Schools and Chillicothe Business College in Mi 
Entering the Cavalry June 1941, he received fraser eg Ft. W: 
Wyoming, and El Paso, Texas, and attended Supply & lex k's Scho 
serving in the United States for a year with the 7tn Cavalry, } 


Paul departed in 1942 for Australia and remained overseas for 
three months. He participated in the campaigns 0 New suipes 
Islands, New Britain, Leyte, and Luzon, being WOURDES one 
1945, and was awarded the Purple Heart, ‘ ombat Infanta es 
pine Liberation Ribbon, and four Battle he dink rate: * 

tf AqatUisdads, ij 


from service April 15, 1946, at Camp Chatiee, 
his home in Camden, Arkansas. 


was placed on reserve status October 2, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
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Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c Courtney C. Lubbes, son of H. O. Lubbes, was born 
at Wesson, Arkansas, August 20, 1921, graduated from Warren (Arkansas) © 
High School and had been employed at Bagpak, Inc., for three years prior 
to his entrance into the Navy Medical Corps on August 26, 1942. He - 
received basic training at Davisville, Rhode Island, and was assigned to 
duty with the Marines as a medical corpsman. After 14 months at a 
continental United States base, he sailed on November 12, 1942, with 
Guadalcanal as his destination, and remained in the Pacific area for two 
years. Mate Lubbes was the recipient of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and other awards denoting his service, and was honorably dis- 
charged from the service on October 15, 1945, at Memphis. 





COURTNEY C. LUBBES 


T/5 Julius C. Lubbes, son of Herbert Otto and Bernice Parker Lubbes, was 
born at Graysonia, Arkansas, on February 27, 1911. He attended school 
at Wesson, Huttig, Monticello and Warren (Arkansas) and graduated from 
McKinley High School in Washington, D. C., prior to entering military 
service on April 12, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. George G. 
Meade, Maryland, and later attended Dental Technician School at O’Reilly 
General Hospital, qualifying as a dental laboratory technician. He was 
assigned to the 967th Field Artillery Bn., spending almost three years at 
posts in continental United States before leaving with his unit for service 
in Scotland, England and France. Overseas 21 months, Corporal Lubbes 
was honorably discharged at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland, on Decem- 
ber 3, 1945. 





or sis 
JULIUS C. LUBBES 


Gunner’s Mate 3/c George Claude Owens, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
C. Owens, Sr., of Camden, Arkansas, was born at Bearden, Arkansas, 
on May 26, 1925. He attended Bearden High School and Camden High 
School until enlisting in the Coast Guard on June 11, 1942. After com- 
pleting his basic training at Government Island, California, he was given 
sea duty in the South Pacific aboard the U.S.S. LST 205 in April, 1944. 
Mate Owens served as a landing craft operator and gunner’s mate during 
his 23 months overseas. He saw action in the Saipan, Leyte and Mindoro 
campaigns and then served three months with the Army of Occupation 
of Japan. He was honorably discharged at Savannah, Georgia, on March 
15, 1946. 





GEORGE C. OWENS, JR. 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Ellis L. Hammond, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Ham- 
mond, was born at El Dorado, Arkansas, December 28, 1907, received his 
education at El Dorado High School, and was employed as a salesman 
for the E] Dorado Baking Company for 15 years prior to entering the 
Navy Seabees on October 28, 19438. Following boot training at Camp 
Peary (Virginia), Endicott (Rhode Island), and Port Hueneme (Califor- 
nia), he was assigned to duty with the 31st Special Construction Battalion 





and arrived at Saipan on October 4, 1943. He served meritoriously in this 
area for more than 14 months (including six weeks spent in Japan), and 
was given an honorable discharge from the service on November 29, 1945, 
at Millington, Tennessee. He is the husband of Mrs. Floy Hammond. 
ELLIS L. HAMMOND d 
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T/5 Paul C. Stine, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Stine, Sr., wa 

25, 1918, in Wilburton, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in te feat 
tended Wilburton Public Schools and Cain’s Academy in Oklahoma, after- 
wards being engaged as a labor foreman. Entering the Engineers January 
70a 1945, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, qualifying as 
electric welder with the 3015th Engineer Maintenance Company. After 
serving with the 4th Cavalry for seven months, he departed August 4 
1945, for Nagoya, J apan, and remained overseas for nine months with the 
Army of Occupation. He was hospitalized for some time and received 
Unit Meritorious Wreath. After being honorably discharged June 18, 
1946, at O’Reilly General Hospital, Springfield, Missouri, he returned to 
Camden, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mildred, and their child. 






PAUL C. STINE 


S/Sgt. David Stuart Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Wright, was 
born July 14, 1921, in Camden, Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps Field 
Artillery (A.A.A.) January 6, 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas. Sergeant Wright departed September 1, 1941, for Alaska and 
January 10, 1945, for Europe. Overseas for two years and eight months, 
he participated in campaigns of Rhineland and Central Germany. After 
being honorably discharged September 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to Camden, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Marjorie Helen. 





DAVID S. WRIGHT 


Sgt. Charles Benton Kelly, son of Charles Ray and Maymie Cleo Kelly, 
was born at Tulip, Arkansas, December 19, 1921. He graduated from the 
Fairview High School, after which he was employed by Southern Kraft 
Corp., Camden, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry August, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Forrest, Tennessee. Attached to 17th Inf., 
80th Div., he departed for England in June, 1944, and with the division 
landed on French soil on August 3, 1944, and his unit was given its first 
combat mission on August 8. Sergeant Kelly was in the battle north of 
Argentan, crossing the Meuse River and taking Commercy, September 1, 
1944. He was killed in action on December 25, 1944, in the town of Lintgen, 
Luxembourg, and was buried in the U. S. Military Cemetery, Grand Failly, 
France. He is survived by his parents, who live in Camden. 





CHARLES B. KELLY 


T/5 Homer Sharpe, son of Brady P. Sharpe, was born at Hope, Arkansas, ee 
November 5, 1913, received his education in the Hot Springs schools, and Pome 4 
was employed in construction work prior to his entrance into the Army on i 
April 5, 1944. Following basic training at Camp Robinson, he was assigned 

to the Engineering Corps and sailed with his unit for the European theater 

September 10, 1944. For more than 12 months he saw service on this 

front, engaging in the Verdun, Luxembourg and Regensburg campaigns, 

and later serving three months with the Army of Occupation. His unit was 

the first to construct bridges across the Saar, Rhine and Moselle rivers, 

enabling the American forces to plunge deep into Germany in the last 

drive of the war. Among his decorations for meritorious service W‘ re the 

European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Purple Heart, Good ‘ 

Conduct Medal, Silver Star Medal, medals for proficiency W ith the rifle 

and carbine and other awards. Corporal Sharpe was honorably discharged 

September 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, i 
Emeleene McLendon Sharpe, are the parents of four children. HOMER SHARPE 
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Pfc. Charlie Richmond Hart, Jr., son of Mr. and Mr 
was born at Fordyce, Arkansas, November 11, 1922 
school there and was employed as a timekeeper at the Pine B 
prior to entering military service on February 22, 1943. He 
Camp White, Oregon, for basic training, later being assigned to du 
clerical capacity. On December 3, 1943, he sailed for the European theater 
-and served for more than 23 months with Co. A, 300th Engineers, taking 
part in the Rhineland, Ardennes, Normandy and Northern France cam-— 
paigns. Private Hart was awarded the Marksman’s Badge, European — 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and the — 
Order of the Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson — 
Barracks, Missouri, November 9, 1945. He and his wife, Helen L. Hart, — 
are the parents of one child. ph ; 





CHARLIE R. HART, JR. 


Ist Lt. John E. Gaughan is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Emmet Gaughan 
of Camden, Arkansas, where he was born on March 1, 1925. He attended 
Camden High School and Mexico Military Institute before entering the 
Army Air Corps April 5, 1948. Lieutenant Gaughan completed his pre- 
flight training at San Antonio, Texas, and was later commissioned as a 
fighter pilot. Arriving in Italy in July, 1944, he saw nine months of over- 
seas service and took part in the invasion of Southern France and raids 
over Germany, Austria and Greece. Holder of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, the European Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the Expert’s Medal for the pistol, 
carbine and aerial gunnery, he was placed on the reserve list and retired 
from active duty on October 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





JOHN E. GAUGHAN 


S/Segt. G. W. Ethridge, son of James Frank and Nellie Ilene Ethridge of 
Louann, Arkansas, was born at Warren, Arkansas, October 10, 1925. He 
attended Hampton High School and Locust Bayou High School and was 
employed as truck driver and on an oil company seismograph crew until 
entering the Army Air Corps February 7, 1944. He completed basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and was sent to the Air Force Flexible Gun- 
nery School at Laredo, Texas, where he became an aerial gunner. In 
December, 1944, he was sent with his unit, the 380th Bomb Group, to 
the Southwest Pacific theater. Sergeant Ethridge was based on Mindoro 
Island in the Philippines and took part in the Philippine campaign, the 
fighting in the Southern Philippines, the raids on Rabaul and the fighting 
in the China Sea area and Borneo. On May 17, 1945, he was killed when his 
plane crashed near Mindoro Island. He was the holder of the Presidential 
Unit Citation, Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, ) 
G. W. ETHRIDGE Amercan Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Purple Heart. 
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Capt. Elvis P. Ozment, son of E. P. Ozment, was born in Little Rock on 
March 18, 1921, graduated from Arkadelphia (Arkansas) High School and 
Henderson State Teachers College and served three years in the Arkansas 
National Guard prior to entering the Army (Infantry) June 1, 1942. By 
attendance at Officers’ Basic Class and Officers’ Advanced Courses, he 
qualified for duty as a company commander. During his four and one-half 
years of service, he was with the 35th Division three years, and the 102nd 
- Division one and a half years. On September 12, 1944, he accompanied 
his unit to the European theater, seeing extensive service, including the 
Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns, and seven months with the 
Army of Occupation. Captain Ozment was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Bronze Star, American Theater Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon and the Combat Infantryman’s Medal. He 
has chosen to continue active military service. He and his wife, Virginia 
G. Ozment, are the parents of two children. 





ELVIS P. OZMENT 
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Capt. Louis L. Ramsey, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis L. Ramsey of 20 
West Fourth Street, Fordyce, Arkansas, was born at Fordyce it Ostcber 
11, 1918. After completing his education at the University of Arkansas, 
he entered the Army Air Corps on March 2, 1942, attending Service Schools 
at Pine Bluff, Coffeyville, Kansas, and Altus, Oklahoma. He departed for 
the European theater on March 2, 1944, assigned to the 441st Troop Car- 
rier Group, and saw 19 months of foreign service. He was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, the Air Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the American Defense Service Ribbon and a Presidential 
Unit Citation. He was relieved of active duty at Ft. Wayne, Indiana, on 
February 10, 1946. His wife is Joy B. Ramsey. 





LOUIS L. RAMSEY, JR. 


2nd Lt. William Archer Moore, Jr., son of Amelia D. and William Archer uit 
Moore, Sr., was born June 25, 1920, at Fordyce, Arkansas. He graduated . re. AS, 
from Fordyce High School and the University of Arkansas, afterwards ——"* 
being employed by the Arkansas State Highway Department and Ford, 
Bacon & Davis Construction Company of Little Rock. Commissioned 
second lieutenant in R.O.T.C. at the University of Arkansas, he entered 
the Army November 11, 1941, at Hot Springs, Arkansas, and received basic 
training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, and Tacoma, Washington, with Co. A, 
7th Infantry. Transferred to the Air Corps May 1942, Lieutenant Moore 
received basic training at Minter Field, California, and received pilot’s 
wings at Roswell, New Mexico. He served in the United States with the 
94th Bomb Group (H) and 410th Bomb. Sqdn. Lieutenant Moore departed 
in February 1943, for England and was attached to the 306th Bomb. Gp. 
On May 21, 1943, on his fifth mission over Emden, Germany, his plane was 
disabled and lost in the North Sea. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart, and is survived by his parents, who live in Fordyce. WILLIAM A. MOORE, JR. 






Cpl. Floyd R. Clowers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Duff George Clowers of Pine 
Bluff, was born on July 30, 1916, at Star City, Arkansas. After completing 
his education at the Star City High School he was engaged in farming 
and as a clerk until his entrance into the Army in November 17, 1942. 
After serving his basic training period at Camp Rucker, Alabama, he was 
sent to the Armored Maintenance School and became a tank mechanic. 
Corporal Clowers arrived in Scotland in January, 1944, and served with his 
unit, the 746th Tank Bn., during the fighting in Normandy, Northern 
France, the Ardennes and Central Europe campaigns. During his ai 
months of overseas duty he earned the Distinguished Unit Badge, the 
Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on October 30, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





FLOYD R. CLOWERS 


Lt. Willard Everett King, son of Fay and Zelma King, was born at 
a aa Arkansas, July 4 1923. He received his education by ee 
Sparkman Grade and High Schools and Arkansas Tech: He entered ae 
Army Air,Forces January 25, 1943, recelving basic training at eater 
Field, Texas, and afterwards attending Service Schools at Ellington Field, 
Houston; Harlingen Gunnery; Midland Air Base; and Alexandria ae 
Base for combat training and qualifying for bombardier. After tt eer 
in the United States for 18 months, he was sent to England in May, ih ; 
attached to the 8th Air Force. Lieutenant King made his first neva 
mission over enemy territory on July 4, 1944, which was his ane pity ( me 
He made many important missions, 23 In all, among them eing over 
Peenemunde, Schweinfurt and Leipzig, Germany, and was shot down oe 
Merseburg, Germany, September 11, 1944. He was reported snipe in 
action on that-date and declared dead one year later. Among on 7 7 a es 
rations he was posthumously awarded the Air Medal with four oe “s S : — aa 
Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation, two Battle Stars, and the Purple Heart. WILLARD E. KING 
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Machinist’s Mate 1/c Alfred P. Stinnett, son. of ‘Mr. ¢ 
nett, was born August 13, 1915, in Chidester, Arkansas. 
Chidester Public School, afterwards being employed as buildo 
and farmer. Entering the Navy Seabees August 1943, he received 
training at Camp Perry, Williamsburg, Virginia, and Camp Thomas, D 
ville, Rhode Island. Mate Stinnett departed June 9, 1944, for Pearl Har 
and remained overseas for a year and a half, spending two months 
the Army of Occupation. After being honorably discharged November 19, 
1945, at Norman, Oklahoma, he returned to Camden, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Katie, and their children. - 2 


























ALFRED P. STINNETT 





Pfe. Marvin J. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Smith, was born 
October 22, 1918, in Sayree, Arkansas. He attended public schools in 
Chidester, Arkansas, and Huntington, Texas, afterwards being employed 
as rewinder operator for International Paper Company at Camden, Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Infantry May 21, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Fannin, Texas. Private Smith departed November 3, 1944, for 
Scotland and remained overseas more than a year. He participated in the 
Rhineland campaign, being wounded in action twice, and spent ‘six months 
with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded the Purple Heart, Oak 
Leaf Cluster, two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Combat Badge. 
After being honorably discharged March 13, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to Cullendale, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Lottie, and their child. 





MARVIN J. SMITH 


Flying Officer Wightman Miles Harris, son of Mrs. Texa and W. M. 
Harris of Camden, was born on February 17, 1918, at Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Camden High School and completed his education at 
Henderson State Teachers College before enlisting in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force on January 3, 1941. Officer Harris trained at Virden and 
Dauphin in Manitoba and at Dunville, Picton and Toronto, Ontario, and was 
commissioned as a pilot officer on January 3, 1942. He sailed to England 
in January, 1942, and there took part in the Battle of Britain. In December, 
1942, he was sent to Africa and took part in the fighting there until he 
was killed at Constantine, Africa, January 3, 1943. Officer Harris is 
buried at Algiers, Algeria. This gallant young officer had seven 10 months 
overseas at the time of his death. 





WIGHTMAN M. HARRIS 


Lt. (j. g.) Charles Randolph Crutchfield, Jr., son of Charles Randolph and 
Martha H. Crutchfield, was born at Hope, Arkansas, on June 2, 1921. A 
graduate of Rice Institute, Houston, Texas, with a B.S. degree in civil 
engineering, he received his commission as an ensign in the Naval Reserve 
while a student of that school, and entered active service in May, 1943. 
After boot training at the University of Arizona at Tucson, he completed 
a Diesel course at Cornell University and was assigned to the Submarine 
Service. His training completed, Lieutenant Crutchfield went to sea in 
October, 1944, on the U.S.S. Kete, operating in the South Pacific. He and 
the crew of his submarine have been listed as “missing in action’ since 
April 16, 1945, and it is presumed that they were lost while upholding the 
highest traditions of their hazardous branch of the service. This gallant 
Arkansan was awarded the Submarine Combat Insignia, and a Citation 
from the commander of the Pacific Submarine Division for participating 
in a successful submarine patrol. 





C. R. CRUTCHFIELD, JR. 
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1 Corps School. In December, 
Southwest Pacific theater. 
f more than two years, he has 
urs of foreign service and has seen 
2 invasions of the Marshall Islands, 
and the Philippines, as well as the 
[wo Jima. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
bon with seven Battle Stars, the Philip- 
ie. tion Ribbon and a Citation issued by 
ral Nimitz for service under fire on Saipan, 
e was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, Califor- 
nia on February 23, 1946. 


2.—1st Lt. Fred E. Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. G. 

_ Walker, was born in Camden, Arkansas. He attended 

Camden High School and Henderson College. Ac- 
cepted as an Air Corps cadet at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, April 5, 1943, he was sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, for pre-flight training and received primary 
flight training at Bonham, Texas; basic training 
at Perrin Field, Sherman, Texas; and advanced flight 
training at Lubbock Army Air Field. He graduated 
and received wings as pilot February 8, 1944; was 
assigned to Midland Army Air Field, Midland, Texas, 
as twin-engine pilot; and transferred July 10, 1945, 
to Liberal, Kansas, for B-24 training. He was pro- 
moted to first lieutenant August 21, 1945, and was 
honorably discharged October 2, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives in Camden, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Lenora. 




















3.—Seaman 1/c Jim Charley Buckley, son of Mrs. 
Gracie Crain Buckley, was born May 28, 1919, at 
Oakland, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1926. 
He attended Fairview High School, Fairview, Arkan- 
sas, afterwards being employed as machine operator. 
Entering the Navy May 24, 1944, he received boot 
training at Camp Wallace, Texas. After serving six 
months in the United States, Seaman Buckley de- 
parted November 5, 1945, for Saipan where he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of the Asiatic-Pacific. He 
received the American Theater and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbons with one Battle Star and was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, January 18, 1946. He 
and his wife, Beulah, live in Camden, Arkansas, 
with their son. 


4.—Cpl. Paschal C. Lusby, son of Bob and Carrie 
Lusby of Cullendale, Arkansas, was born at Stephens, 
Arkansas, July 6, 1918. He was educated in the 
Fairview schools and was a truck driver until enter- 
ing the military service on January 31, 1942. After 
completing his basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, he was assigned to the Air Force and 
after eight months in this country was sent to the 
Southwest Pacific theater in September, 1942. Over- 
seas three years, he served with the 321st Bomb 
Squadron throughout the fighting of the Bismarck 
Archipelago, Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons, China, 
Southern Philippines, Luzon, Papua and New Guinea 
campaigns. Corporal Lusby is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with eight Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Star, Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge 
with one Oak Leaf Cluster and the rarely awarded 
Soldier’s Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on September 10, 1945. 


5.—Cpl. John William Bullock, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe A. Bullock, was born at Faber, Arkansas, July 
31, 1915. He received his education by attending 
Fairview High School at Camden, Arkansas, after 
which he was employed at Southern Kraft Corp. 
paper mill at Cullendale, Arkansas, for 12 years. 
Entering the Marine Corps December 6, 1948, he 
received basic training at San Diego, qualifying for 
rifleman and receiving Marksmanship Medal on 
February 3, 1944. After serving nine months in the 


gn 
United States 


discharged 
and his wife, Maxine, live in Camden, Arkansas, 


6.—Segt. Joseph Floyd Bullock, son of Mr. and Mrs 
Joe Allen Bullock, was born at Faber, Arkansas, 
March 11, 1920. After completing his education at 
the Faber and Camden public schools, he was em- 
ployed as a stenographer-clerk by the South Arkan- 
sas Grocer Company at Camden for three years 
before his entry into military service on April 10, 
1942. He received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended Radio Mechanics’ School at 
Scott Field, Illinois, for 18 weeks. Assigned to the 
Army Air Forces, he served seven months in the 
United States before leaving on November 7, 1942, 
with his unit for the Central and Western Pacific 
theater, where he spent nearly three years, taking 
part in ground combat on Iwo Jima, the Eastern 
Mandates and the Bismarck Archipelago, and in the 
air offensive over Japan. Sergeant Bullock holds 
the Army Air Forces Technician’s Badge, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
from the service on October 31, 1945, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas. 


7.—Sgt. William Luther Cox, son of Edna Rae 
Pickett and Luther C. Cox was born May 8, 1921, 
at Bearden, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Fairview High School, Camden, after 
which he was employed as helper in a bag plant. 
Entering the Army Air Force July 27, 1942, he 
received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, 
later attending Airplane Mechanics School at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, where he qualified for airplane 
mechanic. After training in the United States for 
11 months, he was sent to Australia where he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of New Guinea. After 
serving 31 months overseas, Sergeant Cox returned 
to the United States and received an honorable dis- 
charge at Camp Chaffee, January 4, 1946. He lives 
in Camden, Arkansas, with his wife, Frances, and 
their child. 


8.—Cpl. William L. Benton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. L. Benton, was born at Chidester, Arkansas, Oc- 
tober 8, 1921. After graduating from Chidester 
High School, he became a mechanic and was 
employed in this capacity when called to military 
service on September 14, 1942. Sent to Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, for basic training, he was as- 
signed to the Army Air Corps as a mechanic and 
welder. He remained in continental United States 
six months before sailing with his outfit in Novem- 
ber 1942, for Hawaii and eventual participation in 
hotly contested campaigns in the Central Pacific, 
the Mandate Islands and the Southwest Pacific. 
Corporal Benton received the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze Stars and 
Presidential Unit Citation. Overseas 31 months, he 
was honorably discharged October 9, 1945, at San 
Antonio, Texas. 


9—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c James Willis Thoma- 
son, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Howard Thomason of 
Chidester, Arkansas, was born at Thornton, Arkan- 
sas, May 18, 1925. He attended the Arkansas City 
and Dumas High Schools and entered the Navy on 
September 3, 1948. He completed his boot training 
at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, and at- 
tended Diesel School at Richmond, Virginia. After 
one year in this country, he was sent to the Pacific 
theater in January, 1945, and saw action in the 
Philippines campaign and on Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 
He later served with the Army of Occupation of 
Japan during his 10 months overseas. Returning to 
this country, he was honorably discharged at Mem- 
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onsolidated Ship Yards at Long 
| California. After receiving his basic training 
ee Texas, he arrived in France in 
vember 1944, with his unit, the 95th Infantry 
fe ivision. _Overseas eight months, Private Lewis 
( k part in the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
Hele and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and Victory Ribbon. He also holds the Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal for the rifle and carbine. After 
two months with the Army of Occupation, he was 
returned to this country and was honorably , dis- 
charged on February 4, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Marthe Annis Eagle, 
have a daughter. 


12.—2nd Lt. Carlos Maynard Pinkston, son of Cecil 
and Eneree Pinkston of Camden, Arkansas, was 
born at Stephens, Arkansas, March 27, 1920. He 
attended El Dorado High School and was employed 
as a taxicab operator until entering the Army Air 
Corps on November 18, 1942. He completed his 
basic training at Altus, Oklahoma, and later at- 
tended the Radio School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. 
Lieutenant Pinkston received his pilot’s training at 
San Antonio, Texas, and at Oklahoma City, Enid 
and Altus, Oklahoma. After being commissioned 
he became a first pilot on a Liberator bomber and 
has 1,350 flying hours. He has served as an instru- 
ment instructor at Courtland Army Air Field, Ala- 
bama, and as a pilot for gunnery students at Tyndall 
Field, Florida. A veteran of three years in the Air 
Force, he was placed_on inactive duty at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana, on December 7, 1945. He and his 
wife, the former Ava Nell Taylor, have two children. 


13.—Pvt. Randoiph Milos Pinkston, son of Cecil and 
Eneree Pinkston of Camden, Arkansas, was born at 
Buena Vista, Arkansas, on July 7, 1925. He at- 
tended the El Dorado and Camden High Schools and 
was employed as a salesman for the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company at Camden until entering mili- 
tary service on September 7, 1943. Private Pinkston 
completed his basic Infantry training at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma, and became a communication 
linesman. Arriving in the Philippines in January, 
1945, he took part in the invasion of Luzon In the 
Philippines and while advancing on_an enemy posi- 
tion near San Felipe, Batangas Province 1n the 
Philippines, he was severely wounded in action on 
March 8, 1945, and died of his wounds on the next 
day. This gallant soldier was buried with full 
military honors in the U. S. Army Cemetery at 
Nasagbu, Batangas, Philippine Islands. Serving with 
the 158th Infantry at the time of his death, he was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. 


14.—T/5 Claude H. Langley, son of Mrs. Love Lang- 
ley, was born at Dalark, Arkansas, and after com- 
pleting his education at Gurdon (Arkansas) High 
School, worked in a paper mill prior to entering 
the Army on October 5, 1942. He received his basic 
training at Reno, Nevada, and was assigned to 
Company A, 433rd Signal Construction Bn. On 
August 20, 1948, he sailed with his unit for England, 
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—:15.—Pfe. William C. Langley, son of Mrs. D. Lang- 


yn of Mr. and Ree ley, was born at Dalark, Arkansas, August 31, 1919, 


and after attending the Gurdon (Arkansas) schools 
entered the Army on February 2, 1942. He received 
basic training at Camp Robinson and was later 
assigned to duty with a medical detachment as a 
mess sergeant. After three years of service in the 
United. States, he sailed on February 19, 1945, with 
his unit for the European theater, and took part 
in the Rhineland and Central European campaigns 
and served one month with the Army of Occupation. 
Overseas six months, he was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the © 
Good Conduct Medal. Private Langley was honorably 
discharged on September 8, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. He and his wife, Edna Ellis Lang- 
ley, are the parents of two children. 


16.—S/ Sgt. Charles C. Dean, Jr., son of Mrs. Mittie 
Louise Dean, was born May 12, 1922, in Camden, 
Arkansas. He attended Fairview High School, after- 
wards being employed as machine operator for 
George and Sherrard Paper Company. A member 
of the National Guard since November 6, 1939, he 
entered the Army Air Forces November 5, 1942, 
and received basic training at Big Spring, Texas. 
Attending Airplane and Engine Mechanics’ School, 
B-29 Armament School, and Aircraft Electrical 
School, he qualified as airplane electrical mechanic 
and gunner, receiving gunner’s wings April 1944. 
He also received Marksmanship Medal for pro- 
ficiency in the use of the .45 automatic. After 
serving in the United States for two years attached 
to A.A.F. Tech. Schools and 498th Bomb. Gp., 
Sergeant Dean departed November 4, 1944, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas 
nearly a year, he participated in campaigns in 
Saipan, Mariannas Islands, Eastern Mandates, and 
the Western Pacific and in the air offensive over 
Japan, being wounded in action December 3, 1944. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, Soldier’s Medal, 
and Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon with three Bronze 
Stars. After being honorably discharged October 
27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home 
in Camden. 


17.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/c E. M. Dean, son of Mrs. 
Mittie Louise Dean, was born July 20, 1924, in Cam- 
den, Arkansas. He attended Fairview High School, 
afterwards being employed as machine operator for 
George and Sherrard Paper Company. Entering the 
Navy October 19, 1943, he received boot training at 
Camp Perry, Virginia, and attended Gunnery School, 
specializing in maintenance. After serving 1m the 
United States for more than two years, he was 
honorably discharged February 19, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and returned to his home in Camden. 


18.—Capt. Auburn P. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. P. Smith, was born December 26, 1914. He 
graduated from Camden High School and Hendrix 
College. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps August 
10, 1942, he was commissioned April 16, 19438, at 
A.A.F. Officer Candidate School, Miami Beach, Flor- 
ida, and completed Army Finance School (Officers’ 
Disbursing). Captain Smith served overseas 1n the 
Asiatie-Pacific Theater of Operations for 18 months, 
participating in the Iwo Jima campaign, and was 
awarded Army Commendation Ribbon; Meritorious 
Service Unit Insignia; Bronze Service Star; Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon; American Theater Ribbon, 
and World War Il Victory Ribbon. After returning 
to the United States, he served as athletic instructor 
with the Air Force and as finance officer until 
March 31, 1946. His home is in Camden, Arkansas. 
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served as technician in surgical section of 159th — 


Station Hospital and 181st General Hospital until 


December 5, 1944. Returning to the States Decem- 


ber 12, 1944, he was later assigned to Foster Gen- 


eral Hospital in Jackson, Mississippi. He was 


awarded the Good Conduct Medal, China-India-Burma 
Theater Ribbon; Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon; World 
War II Victory Ribbon, and American Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged October 
4, 1945, he returned to his home in Camden, Ark- 
ansas. 
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PLATE 7 ae . a 


1.—Set. Raleigh Cleveland Ingram, son of John C. 
and Leila Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas, was 
born at Rosston, Arkansas, October 3, 1915. He 
was a farmer after completing his education in 
the Cale (Arkansas) public schools. Sergeant Ing- 
ram entered military service June 26, 1941, and was 
sent to Camp Roberts, California, for his basic 
training. He served three years in this country 
with the 524th Military Police Bn., and was then 
transferred to the Infantry. He was sent to the 
European theater in October, 1944, and took part 
in two of the hard-fought European campaigns. He 
was captured by the Germans and remained a 
prisoner for three months. Overseas seven months, 
he holds the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the Combat Infantryman Badge and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, on October 6, 
ary He and his wife, Virginia Anna, have one 
child. 


2—Set. John Ingram, Jr., is the son of John C. 
and Leila Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas. Born 
at Rosston, Arkansas, October 30, 1919, he com- 
pleted his education in the Cale, Arkansas, public 
schools. He entered military service on October 21, 
1941, and was assigned to the Ordnance Department. 
After serving his basic training at Ft. Francis E. 
Warren, Wyoming, he attended mechanics’ School. 
Sergeant Ingram served three years in the United 
States and was sent with his unit, the 227th Ord- 
nance Company, to Europe in October, 1944. Over- 
seas 10 months, he earned the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, the Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on October 17, 1945. He 
and his wife, the former Heloise Morrow, have one 
child. 


3.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c John Valentine 
Knight, son of Mr. and Mrs. Osear Knight of Cam- 
den, Arkansas, was born at Bluff City, Arkansas, 
on June 1, 1920: He attended the Bluff City schools 
and was a farmer until entering the Navy on May 
7, 1943. Mate Knight served his boot training period 
at San Diego, California, and was then assigned 
to duty with the Naval Air Corps. Aften 10 months 
of duty in the United States, he was sent to the 
South Pacific theater in June, 1943. He saw more 
than 21 months of foreign service and took part 
in the capture of Saipan. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Corpus Christi, Texas, on November 4, 
1945. His wife is Ina Lee Knight. 


4.—S/Sgt. Hollis Perry Ingram, son of John C. and 
Leila Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas, was born 
at Rosston, Arkansas, on October 10, 1917. Educated 
in the Cale public schools, he farmed until entering 
the regular Army on January 22, 1937. He served 
his basic Infantry training at Ft. Francis E, War- 
ren, Wyoming, and served six years in this country 
with the famous 1st Infantry Regiment. In March, 
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1941, he was sent to the South Pacific theater. 
Overseas a total of 32 months, he took part in the 
fighting in the Mariannas Islands, the Philippines 
and at Okinawa. He was wounded in action and. 
holds the Purple Heart and the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon. Sergeant Ingram was returned ~ 
e the United States. He will remain in the regular 
rmy. 


5.—Pfc. Willie L. Ingram, son of John C. and Leila 
Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas, was born on 
April 3, 1927. He attended the Cale public schools 
and was engaged in farming until entering the 
Army on June 17, 1945. Private Ingram served his 
basic training with the Infantry at the Infantry 
Replacement Training Center, Camp Fannin, Texas. 
In December, 1945, he was sent to Europe and is 
now serving with the Army of Occupation of Ger- 
many. He and his wife, the former Katherine Kirk, 
are the parents of one child. 


6.—Cpl. Willie F. Knight, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
Knight of Route 2, Camden, Arkansas, was born 
at Bluff City, Arkansas, on January 21, 1922. He 
attended the Bluff City schools and was engaged 
in farming prior to entering military service on 
January 14, 1943. He was sent to Camp Haan, 
California, and completed his basic training at that 
post. He served in this country with Battery C, 
546th Anti-Airecraft.Bn., and was sent to the Eu- 
ropean theater in April, 1944. Overseas 19 months, 
he saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe campaigns 
and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on December 8, 
1945. He and his wife, the former Jerry Chamlee, 
now live at Camden. 


7.—Capt. Joe M. Arnette, son of Joe M. and Susie 
Hickey Arnette of 805 West 2nd Street, Little Rock, 
was born at San Antonio, Texas, on December 16, 
1916, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 
1920. He was educated at Fordyce High School and 
Ouachita College and was engaged in coaching of 
sports until entering active duty with the Army on 
May 20, 1941. Captain Arnette had received his 
Infantry training in the Reserve Officer’s Training 
Corps at Ouachita College and became a unit com- 
mander with the 153rd Infantry of the Arkansas 
National Guard. In December, 1941, he was sent 
with his unit to Alaska and remained overseas for 
26 months. He was returned to this country in 
February, 1944, and served with the Army Ground 
Forces. Captain Arnette was returned to inactive 
duty on December 23, 1945, at Camp Beale, Cali- 
fornia. He is the holder of the American Defense 
Service Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ser- 
vice Ribbon. His wife is Ilene Moll Arnette. 


8.—Pfe. Elton Hagley Ingram is the son of John C. 
and Leila Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas. He 
was born at Rosston, Arkansas, on August 13, 1928, 
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9.—Coxswain James Edward Goodnight, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith Kees Goodnight, was born July 31, 
1926, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended South- 


side Grade School and El Dorado High School. 


Entering the Navy March 22, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and served in the 
United States for eight months before departing 
November 22, 1944, for Iwo Jima. Overseas more 
than a year, he participated in the Iwo Jima cam- 
paign and spent nine months with the occupation 
forces at Navy Boat Pool, Iwo Jima. Coxswain Good- 
night is still in the service, having reenlisted. His 
home is in El] Dorado. 


10.—Coxswain Perry Percy Ingram, son of John C. 
and Leila Ruth Ingram of Camden, Arkansas, was 
born at Rosston, Arkansas, on April 11, 1925. He 
was educated in the Cale schools and was a farmer 
until entering the Navy on August 26, 1942. Cox- 
swain Ingram received his boot training at San 
Diego, California, and then attended Gunnery School. 
After eight months in this country he was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific theater and spent more 
than 40 months overseas. He saw action aboard the 
battleship, the U.S.S. Mississippi. Holder of the 
Purple Heart, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with eight Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Stars, and the American Theater 
Ribbon, he was returned to the United States and 
honorably discharged at Camp Shelton, Virginia, 
on April 19, 1946. 


11.—Pfe. William Forest Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
JT. J. Owen of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born April 
8, 1916. He attended El] Dorado public schools and 
is a graduate of El Dorado High School. He entered 
the Army April 12, 1944, and received his basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Private Owen 
was sent to the European theater and received the 
Combat Badge, two Battle Stars and one Bronze 
Star. (No further details regarding his service 
record were furnished.) 


12.—Capt. Charles B. Hagins, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. C. Hagins, was born on December 3, 1915, at 
Fordyce, Arkansas He graduated from Fordyce 
High School and Ouachita College at Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, and entered the Infantry May 18, 1941. 
He later attended Infantry School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, qualifying as a company commander. He 
moved with his command to the Aleutians January 
10, 1942, serving in the Aleutian Islands campaign. 
For meritorious service he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with one Battle Star. Captain Hagins 
was honorably discharged at Little Rock, Arkansas, 
on December 30, 1945, and returned to Fordyce, 
where he makes his home with his wife, Lucie 
Catherine. 


13.—Lt: Thomas Cleveland Hagins, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. C. Hagins, was born June 6, 1913, at 
Columbus, Georgia, moving to Arkansas in 1914. 
He attended Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas, and University of California at Los Angeles, 
after which he was employed as assistant cashier, 
Fordyce Bank and Trust Co., Fordyce, Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy in July 1942, he served at Naval 
Air Station, Moffett Field, California, and Naval 
Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, qualifying for 
aerological and personnel officer. He departed from 
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ville, Indiana, afterwards being a 
troller and cost accountant for len 
Company. He was commissioned lieute 
Naval Reserve and reported for duty 
Commander Pietzuch served for four year. 


officer at Naval Supply Depot, New Orleans, : 
isiana. He is married to the former Miss Frances | 
Pope, and his home is in Camden, Arkansas. > 


15.—Seaman 2/c Ralfred Dean Snowball, son of Mr. — 
and Mrs. Fred L. Snowball, was born at Norris, — 
Montana, May 27, 1908, moving to Arkansas in 1925. ~ 
He received his education by attending grade schools 
in Montana, Canada, and Louisiana, and attended 
Fordyce High School 1927-1928, and Arkansas A. & 
M. College, Monticello, 1928-1929. Seaman Snow- 
ball entered the Naval Reserve June 16, 1944, re- 
ceiving boot training at San Diego, California. After 
six months’ service in the United States, he was sent 
to the South Pacific theater on January 6, 1945, 
participating in Hollandia, New Guinea, and Mani- 
cani, P. I., campaigns. For meritorious service he 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific and Victory Rib- 
bons. He received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, November 7, 1945, returning to 
Fordyce, where he lives with his wife, Marjorie, 
and their children. 


16.—I1st Lt. Edwin Earl Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
F. G. Walker, was born July 10, 1920, in Buena 
Vista, Arkansas. He attended Camden _ public 
schools and the University of Arkansas for three 
years. Entering the Army Air Corps in April, 1942, 
he received his commission as second lieutenant and 
qualified as pilot September 1942, at Perrin Field, 
Sherman, Texas, afterwards serving as a basic fly- 
ing instructor. He was promoted to first lieutenant 
in April 1943, and assigned to overseas duty August 
4, 1943, serving in the Ferry Command and later 
being transferred to the Transport Command in the 
European Theater of Operations. Lieutenant Walker 
was killed in an airplane accident October 21, 1944, 
near Haltom, England, and was buried in the 
Cambridge American Cemetery, Cambridge, Eng- 
land. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
Camden, Arkansas. 


17.—Pvt. Raymond O. Ross, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. 
M. Ross of Portland, Arkansas, was born April 7, 
1919, at Fountain Hill, Arkansas. He attended 
Fountain Hill and Portland public schools and was 
employed in a shipyard before entering the Army 
June 9, 1944. (No further information was fur- 
nished. ) 


18.—Painter 2/c Harold Thomas Goodnight, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith Kees Goodnight, was born 
February 7, 1914, in Monroe, Louisiana, moving to 
Arkansas in 1919. He attended South Side Grade 
School, El Dorado High School, and Collinston, 
Louisiana, High School. Entering the Navy Septem- 
ber 22, 1942, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and served for two years in the 
United States before departing January 16, 1945, 
for the North Atlantic. Overseas for a year, he 
participated in submarine warfare in the North 
Atlantic on the U.S.S. Snowden, D.E. No. 246. After 
being honorably discharged October 4, 1945, at San 
Pedro, California, he returned to El Dorado, where 
he lives with his wife, Mabel Marie. 


19.—Pfe. John Frederick Dreher, son of John and 
Charlotta Dreher of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born 
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THOMAS C. HENDERSON 


Sgt. Thomas Coolidge Henderson, son of Mrs. Johnnie A. Henderson of 
EK] Dorado, was born on August 12, 1924, at Greenbrier, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at the Union High School and was employed as 
an apprentice steamfitter until entering the Marine Corps on November 1, 
1942. Sent to the Marine Corps Base at San Diego, California, for his 
boot training, he became a signal stock man and after seven months in 
this country was sent to New Caledonia in the South Pacific theater in 
February, 1943. During two tours of foreign duty, Sergeant Henderson 
served in New Caledonia and in the Solomon and Hawaiian Islands. He 
saw action in the Bougainville fighting. Sergeant Henderson is holder of 
the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the rifle and pistol and was qualified in the 
use of artillery and the bayonet. Overseas a total of 30 months, he was 
returned to this country and was honorably discharged on November 30, 
1945, at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California. 
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CHARLES E. EVERS 


Pvt. Charles Edwin Evers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude F. Evers, was born 
April 11, 1925, in Calion, Arkansas. He attended Reta Brown Grade School 
and El Dorado High School, afterwards being employed by Lion Chemical 
Company. Entering the Army Medical Corps October 7, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas; Camp Grant, Illinois; and 
Camp Reynolds, Pennsylvania. Private Evers departed June 15, 1944, for 
England and served overseas for nearly three months in England, France, 
Belgium, and Germany. He died September 25, 1944, and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived by his parents, who live 
in Camden, and his wife, Mrs. Bess Henderson Evers, and one child, who 
live in El Dorado. 
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Lt. Col. Warren Sumner Riley is the son of Albert H. and Ida Z. 
Riley of El Dorado, where he was born on August 7, 1904. He 
was educated at El Dorado High School, Ouachita College and 
the University of Arkansas Medical School. Entering military 
service on March 17, 1941, he attended the Medical Field Service 
School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, and the Army School 
of Roentgenology at Memphis, Tennessee, and served as a 
physician and surgeon, specializing in radiology. Sent to the 
Panama Canal Zone on January 6, 1942, he remained in that area 
for more than 27 months and returned to this country. A veteran 
of almost five years with the Army Medical Corps, he is the 
holder of the American Theater Ribbon and the American De- 
fense Service Ribbon. Colonel Riley is also holder of the Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal for the carbine. He was released from active 
duty on November 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and 
his wife, Wilma S., have one son. 





WARREN S. RILEY 


Lt. Tandy Shadrack Medlin, son of Mary Dalton and John Henry 
Medlin of Buffalo, Missouri, was born at Webb City, Missouri, 
on August 17, 1909, and moved to Arkansas in 1935. He was 
educated at Joplin (Missouri) High School, Southwest Baptist 
College at Bolivar, Missouri, William Jewell College at Liberty, 
Missouri, and the University of Texas at Austin, Texas. He was 
manager of the Traveler’s Insurance Company at Little Rock 
until entering the Navy in November, 1942. After completing 
his training at San Diego and San Francisco, California, he was 
sent to the Pacific area. Overseas almost 30 months, he served 
as an officer in the Insurance Section of the Bureau of Per- 
sonnel. Participating in four operations in the Philippine Islands, 
the battle for Okinawa and three strikes against the Kurile 
Islands, he suffered a severe concussion wound and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He was 
placed on inactive duty on September 20, 1945, at Seattle, Wash- 
ington. His wife is the former Josephine Riley. 
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Seaman 1/e Oscar Hardy Smith, son of Semmie Grandberry 
Smith of El Dorado, was born April 4, 1920, at Postelle, Arkansas. ’ 

He attended El Dorado High School and then completed his 
_ education at Ouachita College before entering the Navy on March 

9, 1942. After serving boot training at San Diego, California, 
he was sent to the Southwest Pacific area in July, 1942. Par- 
ticipating in the Guadalcanal, Guam, Saipan, Leyte, Tinian and 
New Georgia campaigns as well as the battle of Kula Gulf, he 
served aboard the U.S.S. Helena until that famous ship was sunk 
in the Kula Gulf in July, 1943, and was then transferred to the 
U.S.S. Houston, on which ship he served throughout the re- 
mainder of his Navy career. Seaman Smith served 32 months 
overseas and is holder of the Navy Unit Citation and the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation. He was returned to this country and was 
honorably discharged on October 5, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
His wife is Virginia Evelyn Smith. 


OSCAR H. SMITH 





Ist Lt. Robert W. Smith, son of S. G. Smith, was born at Jack- 
son, Mississippi, on July 18, 1915. He attended E] Dorado High 
School and Ouachita College, then was employed as an athletic 
instructor until entering military service on February 28, 1942. 
Receiving his commission at Ft. Benning, Georgia, Lieutenant 
Smith served two years in this country, then arrived overseas 
with his unit, the 29th Infantry Division. He participated in 
the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, and Rhineland cam- 
paigns during his 22 months overseas. Holder of the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Presidential Citation, and the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, he was relieved of active duty on January 17, 1946, 
and returned to Warren, Arkansas, where he and his wife, the 
former Helen Tullas, make their home. 


ROBERT W. SMITH 
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Ist/Sgt. Carroll M. Wharton is the son of Joseph Burleson and 
Pattie Goodwin Wharton of El] Dorado, Arkansas, where he was 
born on June 8, 1905. He attended El Dorado High School, the — 
University of Arkansas and the University of Texas, and was a 

sales executive for Cluett-Peabody at St. Louis, Missouri, until 

entering military service on May 28, 1942. He completed his 

basic training at Camp Grant, Illinois, and then attended the 

Chemical Warfare School at Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland; In- 

fantry NCO School with the 76th Infantry Division at Ft. Meade, 

Maryland. He was assigned to the Medical Corps and served with 

the 76th Infantry Division, the 50th Medical Depot Company, 

139th Evacaution Hospital, 2nd Army and various training units 

in this country. In February, 1945, he was sent to the European 

theater and took part in the Rhineland and Central Europe 

campaigns and the Austrian campaign. Overseas eight months, 

he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 

Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. He served two months with 

the Army of Occupation in Austria and was returned to the 

United States. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 

racks, Missouri, October 5, 1945. 





CARROLL M. WHARTON 


Lt. Comdr. Joseph Burleson Wharton, Jr., is the son of Pattie 
Goodwin and Joseph Burleson Wharton of El Dorado, Arkansas, 
where he was born December 6, 1911. He attended El Dorado 
High School, Washington and Lee University, and completed his 
medical training at Tulane University. Entering the Navy on 
August 4, 1942, he became an orthopedic surgeon and served at 
the Navy Hospital at San Diego, California, until he was sent 
to the South Pacific theater in September, 1942. He served two 
tours of foreign service and saw a total of two years and two 
months of overseas duty. Commander Wharton saw action at 
New Georgia, Vella la Vella, Bougainville, Rendova, the Eastern 
Solomons, Northern Solomons and on Guam. He is the holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with five campaign Stars, 
the American Theater Ribbon and the Presidential Unit Citation. 
He was returned to the United States in December, 1945, and was 
released from active service December 12, 1945, at Los Angeles, 
California. He and his wife, the former Iola Holt, are the parents 
of one child. 





JOSEPH B. WHARTON, JR. 
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JAMES S. BUSSELL 





Sgt. David A. Bussell, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. David A. 
Bussell, Sr., of El Dorado, where he was born on February 13; 
1923. He was educated at El Dorado High School and then 
attended the Shreveport Aeronautical Institute at Shreveport, 
Louisiana. Entering the Army Air Corps on February 22, 1943, 
he was sent to St. Petersburg, Florida, to serve basic training, 
and later was sent to the Aircraft Sheet Metal School at Chanute 
Field, Illinois. He also completed special courses at the U. S. 
Rubber Company, Detroit, Michigan. As a member of the 678th 
Bomb Sqdn., 20th Air Force, he was sent to India in April, 1944, 
and remained there until he was sent to Tinian Island in the 
South Pacific area in April, 1945. Overseas a total of more than 
21 months, he participated in the Sumatra, India-Burma, China, 
Central Burma and Japanese air campaigns and was awarded 
the Presidential Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. He also holds the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal. Sergeant Bussell was returned to this country and was 
honorably discharged November 21,° 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. His wife is Nellie Alene Bussell. 
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Ene core ae Bussell, son of Mr. 
ell, Sr., o orado, was born at Ouachita, Arka 
17, 1918, and was educated at El Dorado High School. Oe Gas 
pret as a surveyor by the Arkansas-Louisiana Natural Gas 
ompany until entering military service March 12, 1943. Upon 
completion of basic training at Camp Sibert, Alabama, he was 
sent to the University of Tulsa at Tulsa, Oklahoma, and became 
a petroleum Inspector assigned to the 926th Petroleum Products 
Laboratory. Arriving with his unit in England in December 
1943, he saw more than two years of foreign service and served 
successively through the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 
served three months with the Army of Occupation in Germany 
and is the holder of the European Theater of Operations Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars, Rifle Medal, Good Conduct Medal and 
Victory Medal. He was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged on December 8, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. His wife is Audrey Alma Bussell. 
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DAVID A. BUSSELL, JR. 





and Mrs. David A. Bus- 


Sergeant Bussell 













a 2 2 ™ q 
Set. Robert Tess Whitright, son of E elle 
Whitright, was born August 11, 191! 
He received his education by attending El Dora 
Entering the Coast Artillery Infantry January 
ceived basic training at Ft. Devens, Massachusetts 
range section noncommissioned officer and expert 
tached to the 8th Coast Artillery, 6th Inf. Bn., Soe 
right departed October 1, 1940, for Panama, and served o 
for more than three years. After being honorably discharged 
June 24, 1946, at Ft. McPherson,*he returned to his he me in 
El Dorado. ’ 
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ROBERT J. WHITRIGHT 


: 


Pfe. John Nolan Whitright, son of Ella Price and Jesse Harper 
Whitright, was born June 11, 1921, in Fordyce, Arkansas. He 
attended Yocum School, El Dorado High School, and Coyne’s 
Electrical School, afterwards being employed by Zenith Radio 
Company in Chicago, Illinois. Entering the Infantry November 
20, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Forrest, Tennessee. 
Attached to Ordnance Co., he departed February 23, 1943, for 
New Caledonia and served overseas for more than two years. 
Private Whitright was killed in action June 6, 1945, on Luzon in 
the Philippines, while with the 37th Infantry Division. He had 
received the Good Conduct Medal and Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. He is survived by his parents, who live in El Dorado. 





JOHN N. WHITRIGHT 
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WYNTON R. MOORE 





T/Sgt. Bobbie Patrick Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Moore 
of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born at Huttig, Arkansas, May 26, 
1919. He graduated from El Dorado High School and was em- 
ployed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company until entering 
military service on September 11, 1944. He was assigned to the 
Transportation Corps and served basic training ae LE Warren, 
Wyoming, and Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. In August, 1945, he 
was sent with his unit, the 770th Railway Operations Battalion, 
to the Philippines. He served on Torlac and Luzon in the Philip- 
pines and was then sent to Korea. Sergeant Moore at last report 
was serving as acting trainmaster of the Fuson, Korea yards. 
He and his wife, Sarah Claire Moore, are the parents of one son. 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





T/Sgt. Wynton R. Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Moore of 
El Dorado, Arkansas, was born at Felsenthal, Arkansas, Febru- 
ary 11, 1914. He attended the Huttig (Arkansas) High School 
and then completed his education at the University of Arkansas 
and Southern Methodist University at Dallas, Texas. 
signed his position as an accountant and credit manager to enter 
the Army Air Corps January 6, 1943. After completing his basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he attended the School of 
Clerical Administration at Ft. Logan, Colorado, and became a 
skilled administrative specialist. A veteran of more than three 
years of military service, he served with the 399th, and 458th 
Bomb Groups and the 420th Army Air Force Base Unit at March 
Field, California. He served with these units as a sergeant- 
major, and was honorably discharged at Santa Ana Air Base, 
Santa Ana, California, January 15, 1946. 
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ay CP Molt. YS. _ -Pfe. Jack M. Callaway, son of 


was born September 28, 1923, - 
tended El Dorado High Scho 
Coast Military Academy, and the Ur 
ing the Army Air Force January 13, 1943, 
sas, he was attached to the 69th Bomb Sqdn., an 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas. He also atti 
school at Lowrey Field, Colorado, qualifying as airple 
and carbine sharpshooter. Private Callaway departed De 
19, 1948, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operation: 

mained overseas for two years, participating in campaigr 
Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Northern Solomons, Soutt 
ern Philippines, Luzon, and the Western Pacific, and he was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Silver Service Star and one Bronze Service Star, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star. After 
being honorably discharged December 21, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, he returned to his home in El Dorado. a 7 





JACK M. CALLAWAY 





Col. Claude E. Haswell, the son of Peter T. and Pearl Haswell 
of Chattanooga, Tennessee, was born in Chattanooga on February 
10, 1898. A graduate of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, he entered the Army in 1917 and, after basic training 
at Camp Sevier, South Carolina, saw action at San Mihiel and 
in the Meuse Argonne in World War I. Colonel Haswell came 
to Arkansas in 1937, and for three years thereafter was manager 
of McKinney Plantations, St. Joseph, Louisiana. Called again to 
active military duty in 1940, he was sent to Infantry School and 
Signal Corps School, then assigned to combat duty with the 
Signal Corps. Landing with his command in Scotland in March, 
1944, he proceeded to the European theater, taking part in the 
struggles in Northern France, Ardennes, Central Europe and 
Germany. He holds expert rating in the use of Model 1903 rifle. 
45 caliber pistol, .30 caliber machine gun, infantry howitzer, 
bayonet and grenades, Legion of Merit Award and the French 
Croix de Guerre with the Gold Star. Colonel Haswell was honor- 
ably discharged October 26, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. He and Mrs. 
Haswell make El Dorado their home. 





CLAUDE E. HASWELL 
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Sgt. Clifford Byron Evans, son of Howard Isaac and Marjorie 
Gail Evans of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born April 30, 1917, at 
Verdun, Quebec, Canada, and moved with his parents to Arkansas 
in 1924. He completed his education at El Dorado High School 
and Arkansas ‘A. & M. College at Monticello, before entering the 
Army Air Corps on December 8, 1941. Sent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he later attended Air Corps Technical 
School and Boeing Flying Fortress School and became an airplane 
crew chief. After eight months in this country he arrived in 
England in August, 1942, and was assigned to 367th Bomb 
Sqdn. of the 306th Bomb Group. During his 35 months of over- 
seas duty, he took part in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns as well as 
the general air offensive over Europe. Holder of the American 
Defense Service Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with one 
Silver Battle Star and one Bronze Battle Star, Unit Citation, Air 
Force Technician Badge and the Good Conduct Medal, he was 
transferred to the Headquarters Sqdn., 40th Bombardment Wing 
and returned to this country in September, 1945. Sergeant Evans 
was honorably discharged October 6, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Gwendoline Wiltshire, have one child. 





CLIFFORD B. EVANS 





* 


S/Sgt. Howard Allison Evans, son of Howard Isaac and Marjorie Gail 
Evans of Route 5, El Dorado, was born at Chippawa, Ontario, Canada, 
October 15, 1922, and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1924. He 
attended El Dorado High School and the NYA Trade School at El Dorado, 
and became a machinist prior to entering military service February 22, 
1943. Assigned to the Air Corps, he was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
for his basic training and then attended specialist’s schools at New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Isaac Delgado Trade School; Bell Aircraft School at Niagara 
Falls, New York, and Lockheed Aircraft School at Burbank, California. 
Sergeant Evans spent three years as a crew chief with the 464th Air Force 
Base Unit and holds the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Ribbon and Marksman Medal for the rifle. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 24, 1946. 





A ‘ 
HOWARD A. EVANS 


Sgt. Lloyd Woodrow Evans, son of Howard Isaac and Maen Mer ee 
of El Dorado, was born at Chippawa, Ontario, ( anada, Decembet 3; a 
and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1924. He was earns iE 
Dorado High School and Arkansas A. & M. College at ae J Sota 
Entering military service October 2%, 1941, he was sent to pee the oie 
Texas, for his basic infantry training and later became an ee a Bh 
leader in combat Infantry units. After three years in this See r3 Tides 
which he served on training cadres in Infantry ae ce n on aac 
sent to the European Theater of Operations In Januar y; ee cure See 
overseas a total of almost a year. Holder ol the ire ae x pre 
Badge, European Theater Ribbon with two Battle sors ae ee aes 
and Central Europe campaigns, Good Conduct Medal, Ame! | i Leota 
Ribbon and Victory Ribbon, he was returned to this ea pride 
with the Army of Occupation of disk Sa honorabl: sch 
ay 2¢ A5. at Jefferson Barracks, MIs‘ 
LLOYD W. EVANS December 29, 1945, at 
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JOHN E. SANDS 





S/Sgt. Kenneth William Brodie, son of Norrine and William Richard 
Brodie, was born June 19, 1914, in Canadian, Texas, moving to Arkansas 
in April, 1940. He attended Canadian public schools, afterwards being 
engaged as an engineer. Entering the Army Air Corps November 6, 
1942, he received basic training at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, and 
attended Technical Training Command School, qualifying as administrative 
specialist. He served in the United States for more than two years with 
the 16th Bomb Group and departed in January 1944, for Puerto Rico and 
Guam. Overseas for a year and a month, he participated in the air battle 
of Japan and the Eastern Mandates and was awarded campign ribbons, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged January 6, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
he returned to his home in Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Dora. 


in the United States for a year and departed Septeml 
for the European Theater of Operations. He remained 
for two years, making 23 missions over enemy territ ry 
the 8th Air Force. Lieutenant Sands was held prisoner c 
for 14 months. He was awarded Air Medal with four Br 
Stars and Presidential Group Citation. After being honorably 
discharged February 26, 1946, at Montgomery, Alabama, he 
returned to his home in El Dorado, Arkansas. 
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KENNETH W. BRODIE ) 





PAT M. SANDS 


Pfc. Pat Merlin Sands, son of Mrs. Irma Moseley Sands, was born December 
27, 1925, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended El Dorado High School, 
afterwards being employed as grocery store clerk and in a tire repair 
shop. Entering the Marine Corps March 4, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego and Oceanside, California, qualifying for mortar platoon. 
Private Sands departed June 1, 1944, for the South Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas more than two years. At last report he 
was still in service with the occupational forces in Japan. His home is in 
El Dorado. 
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in El Dorado. 





JAMES A. McWILLIAMS 





* 


Lt. (j. g.) John Samuel Brooks, son of Mrs. J. S. Brooks, Sr., of El Dorado} 
Arkansas, was born at Texarkana, Arkansas, August 18, 1914. He was 
educated at El Dorado Junior College and the University of Arkansas, 
and entered the Naval service May 6, 1943. He completed his Navy train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended the Naval Training Station at 
Tucson, Arizona, and the Naval Radar School at St. Simon’s Island, Georgia. 
Lieutenant Brooks served as a radar officer and also as base legal officer, 
legal assistance officer and civil readjustment officer as well. A veteran 
of 33 months of service with the Navy, he holds the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon; and was honorably 
retired to inactive duty at Memphis, Tennessee, February 4, 1946. His 
wife is Josephine C. Brooks. 
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CHARLES N. TRIMBLE, JR. Was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, 
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engagements and sank much Japanese shipping. WE 
unit, he saw action at the first battle of the Philippine Sea, Empress Au- 
orgia-Vella Lavella, Bismarck 
Archipelago, New Guinea, Mariannas and Iwo Jima campaigns. He holds 
the Presidential Unit Citation awarded to his famous unit. Yeoman lrimble 
California, on February 2, 1946. 





Lt. (j. g.) James A. McWilliams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willi 

McWilliams, was born in El Dorado, Arkansas. fe’ Gianded 
Virginia Military Institute and Louisiana College. Entering the 
Navy September 1, 1948, he attended Air Base School at Dallas 
Texas ; Indoctrination School at Tucson, Arizona; and Communi- 
cations School at Harvard. Lieutenant McWilliams departed 
June 26, 1944, for Australia, and remained overseas until April 
Z. 1946. According to last report received Lieutenant McWilliams 
was Still in the service. His wife, Florence, and their son, live 








JOHN S. BROOKS 


Yeoman 1/c Charles Nelson Trimble, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Nelson Trimble, Sr., of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born at Washington, 
Arkansas, July 28, 1916. He attended El Dorado High School, El Dorado 
Junior College, and Green’s Business School and entered the Navy April 
3, 1942. He completed training at San Diego, California, and attended 
ty at Bloomington, Indiana. In No- 
vember, 1942, he was sent to Casablanca in North Africa. Overseas a total 


of 23 months, he saw much service in the Sot 
29. 


tthwest and Central Pacific 
This unit saw 22 separate 
While a member of this 








Lt. William F. Ballard, son of Martha Duke and William Thomas 
Ballard of El Dorado, was born January 23, 1921, at Urbana, 
Arkansas. He completed his education at El Dorado High School 
and was employed by the El Dorado News until enlisting in the — 
Army Air Corps on December 29, 1941. Sent to Columbia, South 
Carolina, for basic training, he completed his flight training at 
Scott Field, Illinois, and Eagle Field, California, being com- 
missioned as a pilot on January 3, 1943. He was sent to North 
Africa in May, 1948, assigned to the 82nd Sqdn., 12th Bomb. 
Group, and took part in the campaigns in North Africa and Italy. 
Lieutenant Ballard was killed in action in Italy on September 
22, 1943, while on his 82nd combat mission. He was the holder 
of the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the European 
Theater Ribbon at the time of his death, and was awarded the 
Purple Heart, posthumously, and was also recommended for the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. He is survived by his parents. 





> 





WILLIAM F. BALLARD 





* 





M/Sgt. Ralph Stedman Cargile, son of Maude and Thomas C. Cargile, was 
born November 11, 1918, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended El] Dorado 
Grade and High Schools, afterwards being employed at the Daily News 
office in El] Dorado. Enlisting in the Army Ordnance, he received basic 
training at Camp Perry, Ohio, and Camp Maxey, Texas, and attended 
General Motors Institute, Flint, Michigan, for special training in Diesel 
motors, and Atlanta, Georgia, Ordnance School, for training in motors 
and motorcycles. After serving more than two years in the United States 
with the 138th Ordnance, Sergeant Cargile departed October 30, 1944, for 
the European Theater of Operations. Overseas more than two years, he 
participated in Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns and was awarded 
two Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. After V-J Day, he was 
engaged in repairing and storing used heavy maintenance equipment. Ser- 
geant Cargile was honorably discharged January 24, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, and returned to El Dorado, where he lives with his wife, Vivian. 





RALPH S. CARGILE 


Ist Lt. Jack Daniel Henderson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Henderson, 
was born January 138, 1918, in Oil City, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas 
in 1925. He attended Smackover High School and Louisiana State Univer- 
sity for two years, afterwards being engaged as production foreman and 
independent oil operator. Entering the Air Corps January 16, 1942, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
Bakersfield, California; preflight training at Santa Ana; primary training 
at Blythe, California; and advanced training at Marfa, Texas. He gradu- 
ated as second lieutenant and was commissioned pilot, B-17, May 20, 1943. 
Lieutenant Henderson served in the United States with the 204th Base 
Unit and departed August 20, 1943, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations. Overseas for a year, he participated in the air offensive over 
western Europe and was awarded the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross. Released to inactive status 
ayy August 12, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Smackover, Arkansas, 
JACK D. HENDERSON where he lives with his wife, Jewel Dew. 
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Dorado Baking Company until entering the Marine Corps on October 2: 
ets ‘ Fae ad eviously served with the National Cuitd tr 1938 and 1940 
| ie an ego, California, for boot training, he later attended the 
4o0ks’ and Bakers’ School and became a baker. After six months in this 
country he was sent to Guadalcanal in March, 1943, and remained overseas 
a total of more than 17 months, serving during the consolidation of the 
Solomon Islands. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Jel is Et Reged aia ite Citation, he was honorably discharged 
: , at Camp Lejeune, North C ina. is wi 
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-  JOHN-T. ELLIOTT 


Seaman 2/c William Paxton Elliott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kirtley 
Elliott of El Dorado, was born October 15, 1921, at Leola, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at El Dorado High School and was employed by ie 
the Western Union Telegraph Company, El Dorado Baking Company and | 
the Hall-Chadwell Funeral Home before entering the Navy on August 4, 
1942. Sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, he contracted a 
severe sinus infection and spent most of his Navy career in the Naval 
Hospital at San Diego. He received a medical discharge October 29, 1942, 

at San Diego. He and his wife, the former Mary Elizabeth Helms, have 

one daughter. 





WILLIAM P. ELLIOTT 


Watertender 1/c Robert Walter Crowder, Jr., is the son of Robert Walter 
Crowder of El Dorado, where he was born January 27, 1924. He was 
educated at Retta Brown School and El Dorado High School and entered 
the Navy on December 30, 1941. Sent to Great Lakes, Illinois, for boot 
training, he specialized as a boiler tender and after only two months in 
this country he was given sea duty. Overseas a total of nearly four years, 
he has seen action not only in the Aleutian Islands but at Iwo Jima, Oki- 
nawa and the mainland of Japan. Holder of the Navy Good Conduct Medal, 
the American Theater of Operations Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, he was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged on October 14, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 





ROBERT W. CROWDER, JR. 


Cpl. Truxton Nick Norris, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton E. Morris of El , 
Dorado, was born September 1, 1924, at Strong, Arkansas. He completed 
his education at El Dorado High School and entered the Marine Corps 
September 11, 1941. Sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, he 
became an expert in the use of the rifle, pistol and bayonet, and was sent 
to Guadalcanal in the South Pacific area in October, 1942. Corporal Norris 
served throughout the Guadalcanal campaign and they saw action in the 
most famous battle of Marine Corps history, the taking of Tarawa. He 
later served during the taking of Saipan and was severely wounded when 
shot by a sniper. Returning to this country in July 1944, he was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at the Marine Bar- ) 
racks, Naval Ammunition Depot, New Orleans, Louisiana, October 8, 1945. 





TRUXTON N. NORRIS 
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‘exas Oil | 
Missouri, for basic training, at the completion of 
the Air Forces and detailed to Airplane Mech: 
He remained in service 27 months, six mon 
spent in the European Theater of Operations wh he t 
Southern France, Central Germany and the Rhineland campz 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Good Conduct Medal a: 
the Presidential Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster. He was hon 
ably discharged at Shreveport, Louisiana, October 11, 1945. He and | 
wife, Thelma Theola, are the parents of two children. a 
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LUTHER SMITH 


T/5 Naamon Orville Frizzell, son of Mr. and Mrs. William M. Frizzell, was 
born November 11, 1908, in Chidester, Arkansas. He attended Grade 
School, afterwards being engaged in the timber business. Entering the 
8th Air Service September 25, 1942, he received basic training at Major 
Army Airfield, Greenville, Texas, and was assigned to the 368th Base 
Sqdn. He attended Chemical Training School in Augusta, Georgia, and 
departed October 8, 1943, for the European Theater of Operations, with 
the 766th Chemical Company. Overseas for a year and nine months, he 
participated in campaigns of Normandy, Rhineland, and Northern France, 
having reached Cologne at the time the war ended. He was awarded Unit 
Citation, Good Conduct Medal, and three Bronze Stars. After being honor- 
ably discharged September 9, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he returned 
to El Dorado, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife and their seven 
children. 


NAAMON 0. FRIZZELL 





Ist Lt. Robert Marchel Ponder, son of Mae Lyle and Julius James Ponder, 
was born August 24, 1919, in Junction City, Arkansas. He attended Retta 
Brown and El Dorado High Schools, afterwards being employed by Mac- 
Millan Petroleum Corporation. Entering the Air Corps September 25, 1943, 
he received basic training at Rock Island, Illinois, and attended training 
schools at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and Monroe, Louisiana, qualifying as a 
r “=| navigator. At last report he was still in service. His home is in El Dorado, 
\ ae Arkansas. 





ROBERT M. PONDER 
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Ist Lt. John Morton Burger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Morton Burger 
of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born December 10, 1920, in Jamaica, New 
York, moving to Arkansas in 1925. He attended Hugh Goodwin Grade 
School and El Dorado High School, afterwards being employed as a depart- 
ment store clerk and service station attendant. Entering the Infantry 
November 6, 1939, he received basic training at Vancouver Barracks, Wash- 
ington, and attended Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, 
qualifying as company commander. Serving three years in the United 
States, he departed June 6, 1943, remaining overseas two years. He par- 
ticipated in D-Day invasions of Salerno, Anzio, and Southern France and 
campaigns of Naples, Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Central Eu- 
rope, and the Rhineland. He was wounded in action at Anzio. He was 
awarded Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, American E 
Defense, American Theater, Victory, Occupation, and European Theater | a 
Ribbons. At last report he was still in service at Ft. Lewis, Washington. 
His wife, Lola Eva, and their children live in Tacoma, Washington. 






JOHN M. BURGER 
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7 MERVYN H. GREER 


Machinist’s Mate 2/c George R. Crosley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. George R. 
Crosley, Sr., was born August 18, 1916, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He at- 
tended El Dorado High School, E] Dorado Junior College, and Diesel School 
of Engineering at Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the Navy May 6, 1943, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, specializing as shop 
machinist. Attached to Lion Four, Navy, he served more than a year in 
the United States before departing April 27, 1944, for the Admiralty 
Islands for nearly two years’ overseas duty. Mate Crosley received Unit 
Commendation and was honorably discharged March 8, 1946, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 





GEORGE R. CROSLEY, JR. 


Aviation Cadet Walter Lee Hudson, son of Walter Young and Lillie Mae 
Hudson of Route 2, El Dorado, was born at Hope, Arkansas, April 7, 1917. 
He attended the El Dorado public schools and was manager of parts and 
accessories at the Griffin Auto Company until entering the Army Air 
Corps as a flying cadet December 23, 1943. He served his basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and received his pre-flight training at San Antonio, 
Texas, and San Marcus, Texas. He also completed training at Merced 
Field and Mather Field, California, Santa Ana, California, and Branch 
Agricultural College. Cadet Hudson specialized in the work of a flight 
engineer and served a total of two years in the military service. He was 
honorably discharged at Amarillo Army Air Field; Amarillo, Texas, No- 
vember 13, 1945. He and his wife, Edith Frances, have one child. 


WALTER L. HUDSON 


S/Sgt. Thomas Jefferson Hudson was the son of Walter Young and Lillie 
Mae Hudson of El Dorado, where he was born February 22, 1920. Educated 
in the El Dorado schools, he was employed by the Griffin Auto Company 
and the Quartermaster Depot at Little Rock before entering the Army 
Air Corps March 15, 1943. He served his basic training at Santa Ana, 
California, and then received special training at Mara Loma, California ; 
Amarillo, Texas, and the Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada. In March, 
1944, he was sent to the European theater by way of Trinidad and was 
based in Italy. Sergeant Hudson took part in raids on Rumania, Hun- 
garia, Yugoslavia, Northern Italy, Germany and France. On May 25, 
1944, he was killed in action while on a bombing raid on Lyons, France. 
This gallant soldier is buried at the Military Cemetery at Bira, Italy. He 
was posthumously awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the Purple Heart, 
and held the Air Medal for his faithful service to his country. He is sur- ig ae | 
vived by his widow, Ethel Mae, and their child. THOMAS J. HUDSON 
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J. M. SHACKLEFORD, JR. 


received basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as personnel | 






Capt. John M. Shackleford, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Shackleford, 
Sr., of El Dorado, was born June 17, 1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended El Dorado High School and the University of Arkansas Law 
School, graduating in May, 1943. He entered the Infantry May 7, 1943, and 


staff officer, sharpshooter with M-1 rifle, and expert with carbine. After 
serving for 10 months in the United States with the 95th Infantry Di- 
vision, Captain Shackleford departed March 6, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacifie 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for nearly two years. He 
participated in the campaigns of Luzon and New Guinea and spent four 
and a half months with the Army of Occupation in apan. He was awarded 
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Commendation Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars, and Spearhead Award for 
the Luzon invasion. Captain Shackleford was still in service at last report 
at Camp Beale, California. His wife is Hope H. Shackleford. 


Sgt. Robert Burton Smith, son of Lawrence and Anna Francis Smith of Eee 


EI] Dorado was born in that city on January 29, 1925. He attended Parker’s 
Chapel High School and the N.Y.A. Trade School before entering the 
military service on January 19, 1943. He was assigned to the Corps of 
Engineers and served his basic training at Camp Ellis, Illinois, later at- 
tending the Engineer Bridge Building School, where he became a bridge 
building foreman. He also completed special courses at the Power Shovel 
Operator’s School and Pontoon Bridge School. In March, 1944, Sergeant 
Smith arrived with his unit, the 1301st Engineer Regiment, in the Eu- 
ropean theater and took part in the fighting in Northern France, the 
Ardennes, the Rhineland and Central Europe. Overseas more than 21 
months, he is the holder of the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, on 


January 9, 1946. 





ORVILLE N. WEST 


S/Sgt. Buford F. Gibbons, son of Anna M. and Herbon M. Gibbons, was 
born December 23, 1921, in Dover, Arkansas. He attended Parkers Chapel 
High School, afterwards being engaged as grocery clerk, radioman, and 
steamfitter. Entering the Air Corps August 7, 1942, he received basic 
training at St. Petersburg, Florida, and attended Radio Operators’ and 
Mechanics’ School and Oxygen Generator School. After serving for nearly 
two years in the United States, Sergeant Gibbons departed April 2, 1944, 
for Italy, attached to 4119th A.A.F. Base Unit. Overseas for more than 
a year, he participated in the Rome-Arno campaign and was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged December 10, 1945, at Maxwell 
Field, Alabama, he returned to his home in El Dorado. 





ROBERT B. SMITH 


M/Sgt. Orville N. West, son of Mr. and Mrs. John T. West of El Dorado, 
was born on August 13, 1912, at Pine Bluff. He was educated in the El 
Dorado public schools and enlisted in the regular Army at Dallas, Texas, 
April 14, 1937. After completing basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, he was assigned to the Medical Corps and has served three years 
with that branch and six years with the Army Air Corps. Sergeant West 
was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in July 1940, and from there was sent 
to the Solomon Islands in November, 1942. He returned to this country 
in August, 1943. With more than nine years of Army service and more 
than three years of foreign duty, he is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon 
with one Star and the Good Conduct Medal. On October 15, 1945, he re- 
enlisted as a master sergeant in the Army Air Corps at Alexandria Army 
Air Field, Alexandria, Louisiana. He and his wife, Dorothy Parris West, 
have one child. 
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T/5 Armon B. Stringfellow, son of Emma Inez and Frank B. Stringfellow 
; of El Dorado, was born April 28, 1916, at Okolona, Mississippi, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1916. He attended El Dorado High School 
and entering military service on March 21, 1941, was sent to Camp Rob- 
inson, Arkansas, for basic training. He became a bandsman and in Au- 
gust, 1941, was sent with the 153rd Infantry Band to Alaska. Overseas a 
total of more than 31 months, he took part in the Aleutian campaign. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
Good Conduct Medal and the American Defense Service Ribbon with one 
Star denoting overseas service before this country entered the war, he has 
also seen service with the 160th Army Ground Force Band. Corporal 
pope was honorably discharged August 1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
rkansas. 





A. B. STRINGFELLOW 


Shipfitter 1/c Hershel Lynn Krigbaum is the son of Johnie Herman and 
Ora Ellen Krigbaum of Success, Arkansas, where he was born on Febru- 
ary 28, 1913. He was educated in Clay County, Arkansas, and was con- 
nected with the Placid Oil Company at El Dorado until entering the Navy 
Seabees on September 12, 1942. After completing his training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, he became a member of the 73rd Construction Battalion 
and arrived with that unit in the South Pacific theater in May, 1943. 
During his 27 months of foreign service he served on New Caledonia, 
Guadalcanal and the Russell, New Georgia and Peleliu Islands. Taking part 
in the New Georgia and Peleliu campaigns, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and was commended for 
his action on Peleliu Island. He was honorably discharged on September 
16, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. His wife is Gladys Sophronia Krig- 
baum. 





HERSHEL L. KRIGBAUM 


Sgt. Louise Elizabeth Tolbert, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Tolbert 
of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born on July 26, 1920, at Grandfield, Okla- 
homa, and moved with her parents to Arkansas in 1928. She completed 
her education at El Dorado High School and Green’s Business School in 
El Dorado and gave up her position as a stenographer to enter the Wom- 
en’s Army Corps on February 22, 1943. After completing basic training 
at Des Moines, Iowa, she served one year at Eglin Field, Florida, with the 
1st Proving Ground Group before going to England in February, 1944. 
Overseas a total of nearly 19 months, this young woman served her country 
faithfully as a member of the Ist Air Division, 8th Air Force, where she 
did stenographic work. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with six 
Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal and the WAAC Service tibbon, 
she was honorably discharged at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, September 21, 1945. 





LOUISE E. TOLBERT 


Platoon Sgt. Guy Slater Pennington, son of Elonzo Abraham eye 
Leone Pennington of El] Dorado, Arkansas, was born on February 27, 191s ; 
at Delark, Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia High School, then went 
to Henderson State Teather’s College and was a motor route opel ator 
until entering the Marine Corps on December 9, 1942, at Little Rock. . ay 
to San Diego, California, for boot training, he became an anti-aircra 
noncommissioned officer and was sent to Midway Island in the South 
Pacific theater in February, 1943. Overseas nearly 32 months, he took 
part in the defense of Midway against Japanese attacks. He holds a elie? 
shooter’s rating with the rifle. Sergeant Pennington was honorably’ ey 
charged October 2, 1945, at Great Lakes Naval Training Station, Grea 
Lakes, Illinois. He and his wife, Sarah Alice, are the parents of one son. 





GUY S. PENNINGTON 
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JAMES L. BROWN 


S/Set. A. C. Boyette, son of Eugene Webb Boyette, was born at Felsenthal, 
Arkansas, October 12, 1919. He graduated from Huttig (Arkansas) High 
School and was a student at A. and M. College when he joined the Arkan- 
sas National Guard, October 2, 1939. He was called to active service on 
January 6, 1940, and was sent first to Ft. Bliss, El] Paso, Texas, and later 
attached to Battery B, 206th Coast Artillery (anti-aircraft). Sergeant 
Boyette was sent in the summer of 1941 to the Aleutian Islands, where he 
was stationed for two and a half years. He holds the American Defense 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on July 
22, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Evalina, have 
one child. 


Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Helen. 





CHARLIE M. WEBB 


Coxswain Duane Matthews, son of Oma and Arvin Matthews, was born 
in Felsenthal, Arkansas. He entered the Navy September 2, 1943, re- 
ceiving boot training at San Diego, California, and attending Landing 
Craft School. Coxswain Matthews served aboard the U.S.S. LaSalle during 
amphibious operations in the Pacific and remained overseas for two and 
a half years. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 13 Stars, 
Victory Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, and the 
American Theater Ribbon, and was honorably discharged April 6, 1946, 
at Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in Felsenthal. 
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Sgt. Charlie M. Webb, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Webb, was born in Jena, 
Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1918. He received his education by 
attending Felsenthal ublic School, after which he was employed as hunt- 
ing and fishing guide. Entering the Corps of Engineers June 5, 1942, at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he received basic training at Camp Gruber, 
Oklahoma, and Camp Wolters, Texas. After serving nearly one year in 
the United States, he was sent to North Africa April 2, 1948, and par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Naples, Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern 
France, Rhineland, and Central Europe. Sergeant Webb was awarded 
five Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, and World War II Victory and American Defense Ribbons. 
Arriving in the United States October 10, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, October 17, 1945, returning to Felsenthal, 
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Missouri. He a zh school a : 
: , previous to his induction into service, followed the 
trade. A resident of Arkansas since 1938, he entered the Navy 
abees on December 9, 1942, and was sent to Camp Peary, Virginia, for 
boot } raining, after which he attended Welding School. Assigned as petty 
officer, first class, he became chief petty officer within eight months. 
With the 61st Seabees he arrived at Guadalcanal in May, 1943, participating 
subsequently in the initial landing on Leyte. He was awarded the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars 
the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the Navy 
aj Commendation with one Star. He was honorably discharged at Memphis 
as Tennessee, on September 20, 1945. His wife is Sara Marie. 


_ HADLEY B. DICKSON 








Capt. Wilfred Nabors McKinney, son of Sula Pinson and Henry Crawford 
McKinney, was born January 2, 1920, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended 
El Dorado High School and graduated from Hendrix College at Conway 
in 1941. Entering the Armored Force Signal Corps November 6, 1941, 
he received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and attended Gunnery 
School. Captain McKinney served for two years in the United States with 
the 3rd Armored Division, 112th Sig. Rad. Int. Co., and departed January 
16, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Overseas for more than a year 
and a half, he participated in campaigns of Luzon, Northern Solomons, and 
New Guinea, spending a month with the Army of Occupation in Japan, and 
he was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Service 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, Amer- : 
~ ican Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and American Defense Ribbon. After \% 
being honorably discharged February 3, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- \ 
turned to El Dorado, where he lives with his wife, Mary Lamb, and their ¥& 


child. WILFRED N. McKINNEY 





Lt. John Albert O’Connor, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John Albert O’Connor of 
El Dorado, Arkansas, was born on April 10, 19138, at New Orleans, Louis- 
iana, and moved to Arkansas in 1936. He was educated at Tulane Univer- 
sity in Louisiana, and received his law degree there in 1936. He gave up 
the practice of law in El Dorado to enter the Navy on May 18, 1942. 
Commissioned as a Naval administration and personnel officer, he served 
two and a half years in this country with the Navy and was sent to San 
Juan, Puerto, Rico, in July 1944. Overseas a total of 15 months, he earned 
the American Theater Ribbon and was returned to inactive duty on Oc- 
tober 18, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 


JOHN A. O’CONNOR, JR. 


Sgt. Francis C. Dumas is the son of Francis Lucius Dumas of El Dorado, 
Arkansas, where he was born on November 12, 1910. He was educated 
at the El Dorado High School and entered the Army Air Corps on January 
6, 1943. Sergeant Dumas received his basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and then attended Armament and Central Fire Control School. He 
became a turret mechanic for remote control turrets and served nearly 
three years with the Army Air Corps. Holder of the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged on November 19, 1945, at Sioux City, Iowa. His wife is Edith 


Dumas. : 
FRANCIS C. DUMAS 
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LEE R. WOODALL, JR. 


Pvt. James Emmett Amason, son of Frank J. and Sarah Rosa Amason of 
El Dorado, was born on March 31, 1914, at Calion, Arkansas. Educated at 
Quinn High School and El Dorado Junior College, he was employed by the 
MacMillian Petroleum Corporation until entering military service on April 
20, 1944. Assigned to the Infantry, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and arrived in England in October, 1944, as a member 
of Co. D, 334th Infantry. Private Amason landed in France on November 
1, 1944, and immediately took part in the heavy fighting around Geilen- 
kirchen. This gallant soldier was killed in action during an enemy artillery 
barrage on December 3, 1944, in the vicinity of Leiffarth, Germany. He 
is buried in the United States Military Cemetery at Mareraten, Holland, 
where so many of our war dead now rest. He is survived by his wife, 
Leona Martin Amason and his daughter, Carolyn L. Amason, who was three 
years of age at the time of his death. 





Occupation in Japan. 


S. J. ROBICHEAUX, JR. 


Ens. Charles W. Turner, son of Ivern L. and Charles W. Turner, of El 
Dorado, Arkansas, was born July 19, 1925, in Harlingen, Texas, moving to 
Arkansas in 1927. He attended Elm Springs Grade School; Centerton High 
School at Bentonville, Arkansas; El] Dorado High School, and University 
of Arkansas, where he was a premedical students at the time of his enlist- 
ment into V-12. Entering the Navy June 1943, he received boot training 
at Pre-midshipman’s School, Asbury Park, New Jersey, and attended 
Communications Schools at Monticello, Arkansas, A. & M.; Northwestern 
University, Chicago; and Harvard, Massachusetts. Ensign Turner served 
for nearly three years with the 8th and 11th Naval Divisions and served 
aboard the U.S.S. Tucson as communications officer. Ensign Turner was 
honorably discharged July 8 1946, and is attending Arkansas School of 
Medicine in Little Rock. He is on the Navy officers’ reserve list. 
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JAMES E. AMASON 


T/4 Sterling Joseph Robicheaux, Jr., son of Juanita and Sterling Joseph 
Robicheaux, Sr., was born December 11, 1925, in Brownwood, Texas, 
moving to Arkansas April 1, 1929. He attended St. Winand’s Parochial 
School in McGehee, Arkansas; Sisters of Charity School, Pine Bluff; and 
Holy Redeemer and El Dorado High School, El Dorado, afterwards being 
employed by Colonial Bakery. Entering the Army July 5, 1944, at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, Tyler, 
Texas. He departed December 15, 1944, for the Philippine Islands, and 
attended Radio School in Northern Luzon, qualifying as radio operator. 
Sergeant Robicheaux participated in the battle of Northern Luzon and 
Leyte, and was awarded Infantry Medal, Sharpshooter Medal, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. According to last report he was still in service with the Army of 
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Texas, until entering the Navy on May 7, 1943. Trained at $ 
oe . ’ . an 
apes ornia, he was sent to the Curtis Electric Propeller School at 
_ Chicago, Illinois, and became a specialist in the operation of electric 
propellers. Sent to Ford Island, Hawaii, in J uly 1944, he remained over- 
seas for 15 months. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee 
October 19, 1945. He and his wife, Orene, have one child. 
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prone service, including three months with the Naval Army of Occu- 
pation. 





LEANDER J. WHITE 


Maj. James L. Shelby, son of Martha E. and Joseph T. Gartman, was born 
December 18, 1916, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Pine Bluff Jun- 
ior High and El Dorado High Schools, and Virginia Military Institute. He 
was employed by Pennsylvania Railways in Columbus, Ohio until called to 
active duty October 1941, as second lieutenant in the Tank Corps and at- 
tached to 757th Tank Bn. as reconnaissance officer, commander of Hqtrs. 
Co., and 8-3. Major Shelby attended Tank Maintenance Armored Forces 
School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He departed March 5, 1948, for North Africa 
and was later sent to Italy. He attended Mine Demolition School in North 
Africa and Tank Gunnery School in Italy and remained overseas for two 
years and seven months. He participated in campaigns of Naples-Foggia, 
Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines, and Po Valley and was awarded Croix de 
Guerre with Vermillion Star, European-African-Middle-Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, and American Defense Ribbon. After being 

eee honorably discharged February 28, 1946, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he returned 
JAMES L. SHELBY to his home, wehre he lives with his wife, Sara. 


1st Lt. Leibert W. Bower, Jr., son of Leibert W. Bower of Camden, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Eagle Mills, Arkansas, March 25, 1919, and was educated 
at Camden High School and Georgia Tech. Entering the Army Air Corps 
in July, 1942, he completed basic training at Santa Ana, California, and 
then took cadet flight training at Tulare, California, and Tucson and 
Phoenix, Arizona. He was commissioned as a pilot and was sent to England 
in June, 1944. Lieutenant Bower served with the 370th Fighter Group, 
A85th Squadron of the 9th Air Force until he was captured by the Germans 
when his plane was shot down over Germany on January 26, 1945. Lib- 
erated on April 29, 1945, he is the holder of the Purple Heart for wounds 
suffered when captured, the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon 
and other French and American citations. He was honorably placed on 
inactive duty in December, 1945. 





LEIBERT W. BOWER, JR. 
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States for more than three years and de 
January 14, 1946, for the Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. At 
last report he was still in service. His home is in 
El Dorado. 


2.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Buren Lamar Lout, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Earl Lout of Louann, 
Arkansas, was born September 21, 1926, in Ouachita 
County, Arkansas. 
and Junction High Schools, afterwards being em- 
ployed as automobile mechanic at Myer Ford Garage 
in Dallas, Texas, and mechanic at Taylor and Alford 
Garage in El Dorado, Arkansas. Entering the Navy 
September 13, 1944, he received boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Diesel schools at 
Gulfport, Mississippi, and Little Creek, Virginia, 
qualifying as Diesel engine operator. After serving 
in the United States with an amphibious group, 
he departed April 2, 1945, for a year of sea duty. 
He participated in convoy encounters with German 
submarines in the Atlantic Ocean and after the 
war in hauling ammunition, poison gas, and bombs 
out to sea for dumping. Mate Lout was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, Atlantic Theater Ribbon, 
and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged June 30, 1946, at Norman, Oklahoma, he 
returned to his home in El Dorado, Arkansas. 


3.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Charles Norman Wilson, 
son of Emry Marsells Wilson of El Dorado was born 
at Haynesville, Louisiana, March 12, 1924, and 
moved to Arkansas with his family that same year. 
After attending public schools in El Dorado and 
in Texas and Louisiana, he entered the Navy on 
March 2, 1943, and was sent to Farragut, Idaho, for 
boot training. Upon the completion of training he 
was assigned to duty with the Naval Air Transport 
Service and was sent to the Hawaiian Islands in 
June, 1943. Overseas 20 months, he saw service in 
Hawaii and in the Fiji and Ellice Islands and holds 
a letter of commendation for his services and the 
American and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons. He 
was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, California, 
February 16, 1946. 


4.—Pvt. Reymann E. Grandon, son of William Earl 
Grandon of El Dorado was born in Pennsylvania on 
September 9, 1919, and moved with his family to 
Arkansas in 1922. Educated in the El Dorado 
schools, he was engaged in newspaper and con- 
struction work until entering military service on 
July 6, 1948. He completed basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and was assigned to the 103rd 
Infantry Division. In October, 1944, he was sent 
with his unit to Europe, and there took part in the 
fighting in France, Germany, Austria and _ the 
Rhineland. Overseas one year, he won the European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Good Con- 
duct Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Victory 
Ribbon, and the American Theater Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Fannin, Texas, No- 
vember 15, 1945. 


5.—T/4 Oscar L. Lout, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
E. Lout of Louann, Arkansas, was born at Joaquin, 
Texas, October 1, 1924, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in 1926. He completed his education 
at Junction City, Arkansas, and was employed by 
the Texas State Highway Department until entering 
military service March 2, 19438. Assigned to the 
Engineers, he was sent to Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, 
for his basic training and later to the Normoyle 
Ordnance Depot at San Antonio, Texas. He was 


. } iY ; i 
qualifying as watertender. He served in the United 


He attended Standard Umsted . 
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6.—Cpl. Carey 
E. Clark, a orn 
Arkansas. He ae BG =. 
School in 1942. Entering the / 
he was placed in the Army Special 
gram at Texas A. & M. College. After b 
ably discharged June 13, 1944, he joined tk n 
August 25, 1944, and received boot trai 
Parris Island, South Carolinia. Corporal Clark at- 
tended Combat Intelligence School at Camp LeJeune, 
North Carolina, and Naval Gunfire Observers’ 
School at San Diego, California. He departed J 
10, 1945, for Hawaii. After being honorably dis- — 
charged in July 1946, he returned to El Dorado, © 
eye where he lives with his wife, Dorothy 
aye. ‘3 





cr 


7.—Storekeeper 1/c Lewell C. Bridges, son of Mrs. 
Henry Lee Bridges, Sr., was born December 21, 
1910, at Minden, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 
1941. He completed Minden High School, after 
which he was employed seven years as ticket agent 
for Tri-State Trailways. A member of the National 
Guard since December 21, 1928, he entered the Navy 
Seabees October 20, 1943, receiving boot training 
at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia. After 
serving 18 months in the United States, he departed 
April 20, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacifie theater where 
he remained for over nine months. He participated 
in the Okinawa campaign and defense and was 
awarded one Bronze Star, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and American Defense Ribbon. Returning 
to the States January 21, 1946, he was honorably 
discharged at St. Louis, January 29, 1946. He and 
ae wife, Helen, live in El Dorado with their chil- 
ren. 


8.—Cpl. Harry M. Grandon, son of William Earl 
Grandon of El Dorado, was born in Pennsylvania 
on October 30, 1914, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in 1922. He attended El Dorado High 
School and Junior College and was a laboratory 
worker at the Carbide Chemical Plant, Charleston, 
West Virginia, until entering the Army on November 
1, 1943. He served basic training at Camp Sibert, 
Alabama, and then attended the Chemical Warfare 
School and the Mechanical Training School. Assigned 
to the Army Ground Forces, he served as a mail 
clerk during his two and a half years of military 
service. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, the 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged at Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas, April 2, 1946. His wife is the former 
Pauline Loftis. 


9.—Maj. Thomas C. Lout, son of Sidney Earl and 
Jewell Alberta Lout of Louann, Arkansas, was born 
at Shelbyville, Texas, February 23, 1921. He moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1926 and was 
graduated from the Standard Umsted High School 
in 1939. He enlisted in the regular Army on October 
23, 1939, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. He received 
his Medical Corps basic training at Barksdale Field 
and later attended the Officer Candidate School at 
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. He became a medi- 
cal unit commander and was stationed at Morrison 
Field, Florida, and Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He 
was sent to Panama in May, 1941, and returned 
to the United States in January, 1942. He was sent 
to North Africa on December 12, 1942, and remained 
overseas until September, 1945. Overseas a total of 
40 months, he saw action in the Rome-Arno and 
Po Valley campaigns and holds the American De- 
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- 10.—Yeoman 1/e Herbert Perna Tr 
Perna of El Dorz 


Mrs. é 

haat 4, 1923 at on, Arkansas. Educa aoe 
_ Mt. Holly High School and Magnolia A. & M. Col- | 
lege, he entered the Navy September 12, 1942, and 
received boot training at Davisville, Rhode Island. 
After 10 months in this country, he was assigned 
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the Pacific, pe 












to sea duty and saw service both in the Aleutian . , North Africa, Marsh 

Islands and the New Hebrides Island in the South New Guinea, Philippines, Mariannas, 
Pacific area. Overseas 26 months, he was returned and in the bombardment of Japan. Sig 

to this country and was honorably discharged on remained overseas for more thane ge 
November 17, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His years and at last report was still in serv 
wife is Christine Elizabeth Trull. wife, Inez Victoria, lives in El Dorado. 


e FI 


16.—Lt. (j. g.) James Newton Galbraith, son of ! de an 


11.—Sgt. Robert M. Hollis, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert M. Hollis, was born November 9, 1925, at Hugh and Bert H. Galbraith, was born October 19, " 
El Dorado, and graduated from high school there. 1921, in El Dorado,, Arkansas. He attended El Y 
Inducted into the Army January 13, 1944, he was Dorado High School and Baylor University (B.B.A. — 
sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, then to Radio Me- degree) in Waco, Texas. Entering the Navy August __ 
chanic School, Madison, Wisconsin, and Aerial 24, 1943, he received boot training at Naval Reserve 7 
Gunnery School, Tyndall Field, Florida. As a mem- Midshipmen’s School in New York and attended 
ber of the 445th Bomber Group, Army Air Corps, . Service Schools at Amphibious Training Bases at 
he landed in England in March, 1945, and subse- Solomons, Maryland, and Camp Bradford, Norfolk, 
quently saw action as a tailgunner on a B-24 in Virginia. Departing April 15, 1944, for the Pacific 
the air offensive over the Ardennes, Central Europe Theater of Operations, Lieutenant Galbraith served 
and the Rhineland. Sergeant Hollis holds the .45- overseas for a year and eight months, participating 
caliber Pistol Medal, .81 Sharpshooter Medal, Car- in the invasion of Okinawa and bein® awarded 
bine .176 Expert Medal, the Gunnery Badge, the . American Area Campaign Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Good Conduct Medal and the European-African- Area Campaign Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Philip- 
Middle Eastern Ribbon with six Battle Stars. He pine Liberation Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
was honorably discharged on October 27, 1945, at Ribbon. He was killed on March 38, 1946, in an 
San Antonio, Texas. automobile accident, while home on furlough, and 
is survived by his parents, who live in El Dorado. 
12.—Cpl. James Malcolm Stevens is the son of Willie 
K. Stevens of Strong, Arkansas, where he was 17.—Aviation Storekeeper 1/c James Hoyett Greg- 
born on May 21, 1922. He attended Strong High ory, son of Mr. and Mrs. I. D. Gregory, Sr., was 
School and was employed as a truck driver until born May 31, 1920, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He 
entering the Marine Corps on September 9, 1942. attended El Dorado High School, afterwards being 
Sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, employed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Com- 
he became an auto equipment operator and arrived pany in a clerical capacity. Entering the Navy 
in New Zealand in January, 1943. Overseas a total November 6, 1943, he received boot training at 
of more than 22 months, Corporal Stevens was Camp Peary, Virginia, and attended Aviation Store- 
awarded the Presidential Unit Citation after taking keepers’ School at Jacksonville, Florida. After 
part in the heavy fighting on Bougainville and serving nearly two years in the United States, he 
Guam. He was returned to this country and was departed July 20, 1945, for Okinawa, and remained 
honorably discharged on October 24, 1945, at Quan- overseas for eight months. He was honorably dis- ; 
tico, Virginia. charged March 2, 1946, at New Orleans, and re- 
turned to El Dorado, where he lives with his wife, q ] 
13.—Cpl. Robert Mayo Stevens is the son of Willie Evelyn, and their son. . 
Stevens of Strong, Arkansas. Born in Strong on 
June 13, 1920, he attended Strong High School 18.—S/Sgt. George Henry Green, son of Mrs. Madie 
and the Napa Junior College before entering the Elizabeth Green Patterson, was born on November 
Marine Corps on September 9, 1942. Sent to San 1, 1917, at Strong, Arkansas. He was educated at } 
Diego, California, for boot training, he became a El Dorado High School, El Dorado Junior College, ‘ 
water supply man and was later sent to New Zea- and Henderson State Teachers College. He was 
land, arriving there in January, 1943. During Cor- employed by the Arkansas-Louisiana Gas Company 
poral Stevens’ more than 19 months overseas he and was a member of the National Guard for three 
took part in the Bougainville, Guam and Emirau years before entering the armed forces on January 
Island battles and won the Purple Heart for wounds 6, 1941. Receiving basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
suffered on Guam and also the Presidential Unit he qualified as operations noncommissioned of- 
Citation, Meritorious Unit and Navy Citation. He ficer, rifle sharpshooter, squad leader, and supply 
was honorably discharged on October 27, 1945, at sergeant. Attached to Headquarters Battery, 1st 
the Mare Island Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. _ Battalion, 206th Coast Artillery (AA), he arrived 
His wife is the former Dorothy Moody. in Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in August 1941. Sergeant 
Green served overseas for 30 months, participating 
14.—S/Sgt. James Adams Pomeroy, son of the late in the Aleutian campaign, and was awarded the 
Ellen and Roy Barnett Pomeroy of El Dorado, was Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Rib- 
born July 8, 1911, at Chicago, Illinois, and moved bon with one Bronze Star, and the Asiatic-Pacific 
with his family to Arkansas in 1933. Educated at Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. He was honor- 
Atoka, Oklahoma, and Southeastern State Teachers ably discharged on July 19, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
College at Durant, Oklahoma, he entered military Arkansas, and lives in El Dorado. 
service on August 15, 1942, and was sent to Camp 
Perry, Ohio, for his Ordnance Department. basic 19.—Pfc. Freddie Leroy Kidwell, son of Ruth Ella 
training. Sergeant Pomeroy later attended Ordnance and Charles Lee Kidwell, was born February 15, 
Schools at Pontiac, Michigan, and Springfield, Mas- 1927, in El Dorado, Arkansas. He attended El Dorado 
sachusetts, and was sent to the European theater Grade School and graduated from El Dorado High 
in January, 1944, for a stay of more than 22 months. School in 1945, afterwards being employed as a 
He served with the 505th Ordnance Company (HM) grocery clerk. Entering the Army Air Force June 
(TK) throughout the Normandy, Northern France, 25, 1945, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns Mississippi, 2nd attended Mechanical School, quali- 
and was awarded the Meritorious Service Award. fying as aviation mechanic. Private Kidwell de- 
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R: mond. Leon Kidwell, son of Ruth Ella 
arles Lee Kidwell, was born February 28, 
Crossett, Arkansas. He attended El Dorado 
rade School and graduated from El Dorado High 
ool in 1944, afterwards being engaged as me- 
_chanic for Root Petroleum Company. Entering the 
Army August 25, 1944, he received basic training 
é at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and attended Mechanical School, 
aK qualifying as ordnance mechanic and expert rifle- 
man. Corporal Kidwell departed April 23, 1945, for 
_ Europe, and participated in campaigns in Belgium, 
Germany, and France. He was awarded the Eu- 
ropean Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
Victory Ribbon, and spent 14 months with the Oc- 
cupational Army. Corporal Kidwell returned to 
the States June 18, 1946, and was discharged June 

25, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


2.—Segt. Kenneth Faulkner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
. O. E. Faulkner of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born 
at Monroe, Louisiana, November 14, 1924. He at- 
cended El Dorado High School after he moved to 
Arkansas with his family in 1937. Entering the 
Army Air Forces on October 27, 1942, he was sent 
to Moore Field, Texas, for basic training and later 
attended Radio Operator’s School at Truax Field, 
Wisconsin. In December, 1943, he was sent to Italy 
as a radio operator with the 450th Bomb Group 
and remained overseas for 18 months. He took 
part in the Northern France, Naples-Foggia, South- 
ern France, Normandy, Rome-Arno, Rhineland, Po 
Valley, and North Apennines campaigns and the 
air offensive against the Balkans and Europe. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with 10 Battle 
Stars, the Good Conduct Medal and the Distinguished 
Unit Badge with two Oak Leaf Clusters, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
August 29, 1945. He and his wife, Mary Alice, 
have one daughter. 


3.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Bennie Louis Endel, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Louis Endel of El Dorado, 
Arkansas, was born at Palestine, Texas, August 14, 
1923, and moved to Arkansas with his family that 
year. He attended El Dorado High School and 
entered the Navy on July 14, 1941. He completed 
poot training at San Diego, California, and then 
attended Machinist’s School, Diesel School and Sub- 
marine School. In February, 1942, he was sent to 
the South Pacific theater and has since served almost 
four and a half years of foreign service. He saw 
action in the Coral Sea battles and the fighting 
for the Philippines. He was recommended for dis- 
charge in 1944 but signed for two more years with 
the Navy. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon with one Battle Star, he was sched- 
uled to be honcrably discharged August 13, 1946. 


4.—Pvt. Robert Paul Kidwell is the son of Charles 
Lee and Ruth Ella Kidwell of El Dorado. Born at 
El Dorado on February 14, 1925, he graduated from 
El Dorado High School in 1943, and entered military 
service July 15, 1948. Upon the completion of basic 
training at North Camp Hood, Texas, he was 


selected to attend the Army Specialized Training 
Norman, 


 . 


Program at the University of Oklahoma, 


ee | PLATE 


honorably discharged vee ‘16, 1946, 
_ Pennsylvania. 


Ts 


Oklahoma. Private Kidwell was later transferred 
to the 928th Field Artillery Battalion at Camp 
Howze, Texas, and then to the Air Corps. He served 
with the 3706th Base Unit at Sheppard Field, the 
1901st Aviation Engineer Battalion at Geiger Field, 
Spokane, Washington, and Squadron A, RAAF at 
Roswell, New Mexico. Holder of the Good Conduct 
ast ue a ears Lisle: Ribbon, he was 
onorably discharged at Santa Ana, Cali ia, 
February 11, 1946. = hes 


5.—T/5 James A. Pearson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
O. E. Faulkner of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born 
at Little Rock on May 20, 1922. He attended El 
Dorado High School and the Gulf Coast Military 
Academy and was employed as a radio technician 
for the Faulkner Radio Service at El Dorado. He 
entered military service on January 4, 1944, and 
was sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, to serve his 
Signal Corps basic training. He later attended the 
Signal Corps schools at Camp Crowder and Upper 
Darby, Pennsylvania, and became a cryptographer 
and FM specialist. After one year in this country, 
he was sent to Jamaica in the Carribean area and 
assigned to Company C, Antilles Defense Signal 
Service Battalion. Holder of the Good Conduct 
Medal, the American Theater Ribbon and two 
Meritorious Service Awards, at last report he was 
still serving at this post in the Carribean. His 
wife is Virginia Pearson. They have one daughter. 


6.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Praither Evers, son of 
Lewis Bennon and Laura Evers, was born at Up- 
land, Arkansas, on March 16, 1915. After com- 
pleting his education at Fairview School in_the 
Smyrna community, he was employed by the Root 
Refinery until his enlistment in the Navy Seabees 
on September 20, 1942. Trained at Camp Endicott, 
Davisville, Rhode Island, he became expert in the 
use of heavy grading equipment, and after 14 
months in the United States, was shipped with the 
66th Battalion to the Aleutian Islands for a stay 
of six months. He was awarded the Honorable 
Service Button, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. Mate 
Evers was honorably discharged at Ft. Worth, 
Texas, June 16, 1944, and resides at El Dorado 
with his wife, Lena Mae. 


7.—1st Lt. Cecil J. Courtney, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis H. Courtney, Sr., was born March 8, 1922, in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 
January 1928. He attended El Dorado High School; 
El Dorado Junior College, and Arkansas State 
College, after which he was employed as a _ post 
office clerk at El Dorado. Entering the Air Corps 
Reserve October 13, 1942, at Grider Field, Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, he was called to active duty and 
appointed aviation cadet November, 1942. He re- 
ceived basic training attached to the Meteorology 
Training Detachment at the University of Chicago; 
was commissioned second lieutenant September 6, 
1948, receiving further training at Newport Air 
Base, Newport, Arkansas, and Air Traffic Control 
School, Flushing, Long Island, New York. He served 
at the Oceanic Air Traffic Control Center in San 
Francisco and Hickam Field, Hawaii, being pro- 
moted to first lieutenant March 2, 1945. Lieutenant 
Courtney qualified as flight control officer and 
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as, he returned to El Dorado 
is wife, Hazel, and their 


Ae Elsie Lum Sage, daughter of Mr. 
Charles Blakeman Lum of El Dorado, 
s, was born February 1, 1924, in Huntington 
rr alifornia, moving to Arkansas in January, 
1940. Entering the Waves (V-10), Naval Reserve, 
February 1, 1944, she received boot training at 
Hunter College, Bronx, New York, and attended 
International Business Machines School, qualifying 
as tabulating operator. Seaman Sage served for 
two years in the United States attached to Naval 
Air supply organization, San Diego, California, and 
was awarded American Theater Ribbon and Victory 
Ribbon. She was honorably discharged February 9, 
1946, at Camp Elliot, California. She is married 
to Huston Monroe Sage. 


ate Ee 


-10.—Cpl. James Herbert Ogden, son of Dessa Lee 
Ogden of Route 2, El Dorado, was born on September 
19, 1913, in Union County, Arkansas. He attended 
Pleasant Grove High School and entered military 
service June 17, 1942. After receiving basic training 
in the Artillery Training Center at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa, he was assigned to the 61st Field Artillery 
and arrived in Australia in July, 1943. Overseas a 
total of 27 months, he took part in the New Guinea, 
Admiralty Islands and Philippine campaigns and 
earned the Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 

with four Battle Stars. He was honorably dis- 
charged October 1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Hazel Maye, have one child. 


11.—Metalsmith 3/e Jeff Lain, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Lain, was born June 12, 1911, in Warren, 
Arkansas. He attended Warren High School, after- 
wards being employed as welder for Lion Oil Re- 
fining Company and welder inspector on “Big Inch” 
pipeline. Entering the Navy March 11, 1945, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying in welding. He departed June 20, 1945, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for six months. He was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged January 
18, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
Ruston, Louisiana, where he lives with his wife, 
Paulyne, and their child. 


12.—Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Fred Lamont Powell 
is the son of Benjamin and Louella Powell of Junc- 
tion City, Arkansas, where he was born on Novem- 
ber 25, 1915. After completing his education at 
Junction City High School he was engaged in 
farming until enlisting in the regular Navy on 
March 14, 1939. Sent to Norfolk, Virginia, for boot 
training, he later attended the Hospital Corps 
School at Portsmouth, Viriginia, and became a 
pharmacist’s mate. During the war period Chief 
Powell saw action both in the Atlantic area and 
in Okinawa and Japan. He has a total of nearly 
three and one-half years of foreign service and 


was engaged 
ated service on March 7, 


Ke ed in the Lawson schools 
h in oil fie HN etn deta entering 
12. Trained at Cam 
binson, Arkansas, he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ 
School and served as a cook and mess sergeant until 
he was sent to LeHavre, France, in December, 1944. 
Overseas 10 months, Sergeant Alphin served with 
the famous 36th “Texas” Infantry Division in the 





_ fighting in Southern France, Germany and Austria. 


He remained in the European theater with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany until September, 
1945, and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, November 9, 1945. He and his 
wife, the former Bettie Fay Green, are the parents 
of two daughters. 


14.—Pfe. John R. McDuffie, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George T. McDuffie, was born at Hamburg, Arkan- 
sas, December 31, 1924. He received his education 
by attending Portland High School and University 
of Utah, and entered the Armed Forces May 7, 1943. 
Receiving basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, he 
attended Air Corps Cadet and Parachute Schools, 
qualifying for parachute demolition. He served two 
years in the Field Artillery, Air Corps, Parachute 
Infantry training centers, departing for the Euro- 
pean theater November 1, 1944, where he participated 
in action against the enemy in Central Europe and 
the Rhineland. Among other awards, he received 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and after spend- 
ing eight months with the Army of Occupation, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- 
ary 18, 1946. He lives in Cullendale, Arkansas. 


15.—Capt. Orville W. McDuffie, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George T. McDuffie, was born at Hamburg, Arkan- 
sas, May 5, 1917, received his education at Portland 
(Arkansas) High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College, and entered the Army in January 6, 1941, 
after several years of previous service in the Ark- 
ansas National Guard. Later he attended the 
School for Personnel Service, Lexington, Virginia. 
During the war he was assigned to duty with the 
C.A.C., the Field Artillery and the Infantry, serving 
in the capacity of company commander. On De- 
cember 18, 1941, he departed with his unit for the 
Aleutian Islands and served in that area for 27 
months. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star, the Bronze Star Medal 
and other awards, Captain McDuffie was retired 
from active duty on February 6, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Marie Cooke 
McDuffie, are the parents of one child. 


16.—Seaman 2/c Stanley Thompson Arrington is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Arrington of Stephens, 
Arkansas, where he was born September 4, 1924. 
He attended Troy High School and was employed 
by the Bag-Pak Company until entering the Navy 
on January 21, 1944. Seaman Arrington served his 
basic training at San Diego, California, and was 
given sea duty aboard the U.S.S. Iowa on April 
13, 1944. He was sent with this ship to the South- 
west Pacific theater and saw action in most of the 
major Pacific campaigns. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with eight Battle Stars 
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, 
he was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at New Orleans, Louisiana, March 21, 
1946. 


17.—1st Lt. James Caraway Lilly, son of Mrs. Minnie 
E. Lilly of Camden, was born August 5, 1913, at 
Osceola, Arkansas. He completed his education at 
Jonesboro High School, and Arkansas State Teachers 
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e was § to the 
and served four months on Leyte i 
Islands. Holder of the American De 
Ribbon and the imped oa Liberation I 
qualified in the use of all infantry weapons. L 
tenant Lilly was released from active duty 
January 31, 1946, at Cam 
and his wife, Mary Lou, have two children. : 


18.—T/3 LaVerne Sanders, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall Sanders, was born at Stephens, Ark- 
ansas, September 11, 1921, received her education 
at Stephens High School, and enlisted in the Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary Army Corps on December 7, 1942. 
Following basic training at Ft. Des Moines, she 
qualified for clerical duty, and on June 4, 1944, sailed 
for Brisbane, Australia, for service in that area. 
She served meritoriously overseas for more than 
14 months, receiving the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal and the 
W.A.A.C. 
honorably discharged from service on September 11, 
1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


19.—S/Sgt. James E. Justiss, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
E. J. Byrd, was born November 20, 1911, in Eagle 
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Arkansas. 


20.—Shin's Cook 1/e William B M 
Mr. and Mrs. George T. McDuffi 
Hamburg, Arkansas, on January 31, 1923 
the faye Os of his education at Portlan 

ansas) High School, he entered the Navy on 
ary 25, 1943, received his boot training at the 
Training Station at San Diego, California, and 
attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School at San F 
cisco, qualifying for duty as a ship’s cook. He was — 
assigned to the Submarine Service with Submarine — 
Division 62, going to sea to engage in combat patrol — 
on February 6, 1944. On April 27, 1944, this gal- 
lant Arkansas seaman was reported missing in | 
action, presumably giving his life to uphold the 
highest traditions of the service. Among the awards 
he received was the Submarine Patrol Medal. 
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ROBERT S. LIGON 





2nd Lt. Howard Cargile Ligon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
i b at Hope, Arkansas, October 12, 1924. 

Fee oi Lis educatio Peeing El Dorado High School, 
Arkadelphia High School, and Henderson State Teachers Col- 
lege, Nieaiciohia. Enlisting in the Marine Corps October 30, 
1942, he received basic training at Naval Air Station, Pensacola, 
Florida, and later attended Service Schools at Athens, Georgia, 
and Dallas, Texas, qualifying for naval pee Beat as ii and 
d to Marine Corps Reserve, he was ! 

Paice acriincis April 21, 1945, and participated in 
action at Mindanao, P. I. Lieutenant Ligon received Philippine 


He received his education by a 


the Philippine Islands on 
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_ Ist Lt. Robert Stark Ligon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Claude 
uk Ligon, was born October 23, 1921, at Little Rock. He received his 
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education by attending Henderson State Teachers College at 
Arkadelphia. Enlisting in the Marine Corps June 26, 1942, he 
received boot training at Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas. Later he attended Service School at Oakland, California, 
and Primary School, Livermore, California, qualifying for naval 
aviator. After training in the United States for two years, he 
was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater and participated in air 
offensive over emeny-held Marshall Islands. Lieutenant Ligon 
qualified for pilot, B-25 (Mitchell bomber) and among other 
awards, received the Air Medal. After a year’s service overseas, 
he was honorably discharged at Marine Corps Air Facility, New- 
port, Arkansas, November 21, 1945. He lives in Arkadelphia with 
his wife, Betty, and their child. 


Liberation Ribbon with one Star and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon ith one Star. He served overseas five months and was 
honorably discharged at Cherry Point, North Carolina, Decem- 
ber 19, 1945. He and his wife, Betty, live in Arkadelphia. 
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HOWARD C. LIGON 






GEORGE 8S. GRANT 





at Piggott and Fordyce, Arkansas, until enter 
in January, 1941. He had received his R.O.T. z at 
chita College and served with the Infantry until volun 
for the Paratroops in July, 1942. Major Grant completed } 
parachute training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and served with t 
Kansas City R.O.T.C. at Kansas City, Missouri, before he w 

sent with the 506th Parachute Infantry to England in September. 
1943. A battalion executive officer and S-4 in the Paratre 
he took part in the invasion of France and was fatally wou n 
on the day of the invasion, June 6, 1944. This gallant officer was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart for the wounds that 
caused his death. He is survived by his widow, Melba Smith 
Grant, and their two children, George Shell Grant, Jr., and 
Judith Lorainne. 
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2nd Lt. William David Millsapps, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Millsapps, was 
born November 24, 1921, in Caddo Gap, Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia 
High School and Ouachita College. A member of the National Guard since 


April 17, 1939, he entered the Infantry December 23, 1940, and transferred _ 


to the Air Corps in 1943. He received basic training, at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and qualified as pilot, four-engine aircraft. Lieutenant Mill- 
sapps departed January 6, 1942, for Alaska and the Aleutian Islands and 
remained overseas for a year and six months. He was awarded American 
Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged October 28, 1945, at Davis-Monthan 
Field, Tucson, Arizona, he returned to Arkadelphia, where he lives with his 
wife, Sue Lee, and their child. 








WILLIAM D. MILLSAPPS 
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BERLIN B. MILLSAPPS 





Maj. Berlin B. Millsapps, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Millsapps of Arka- 
delphia, was born March 15, 1907, in Caddo Gap, Arkansas. He attended 
Mt. Ida Academy, Ouachita College, and University of Arkansas, after- 
wards teaching high school mathematics for eight years and serving with 
the C.C.C. for two years. Major Millsapps received a reserve commission 
in 1929 and was called to active duty February 7, 1942. Commissioned 
in the Infantry, he served 18 months in the 701st Military Police Bn. be- 
fore transferring to the Air Corps. He attended Provost Marshal School 
for two months, specializing in administration. Departing April 6, 19438, 
for the Hawaiian Islands and the Marianas, Major Millsapps remained 
overseas more than two years, participating in Western Pacific campaigns, 
and was awarded the Bronze Star. He will remain in the service. He is 
married to the former Madge E. Tolleson and has three children. 
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Lt. Paul K. Sloan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold SI E 
born at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on January 13, 1923. Pitter 
hed graduating from Arkadelphia High School, he attended Hender- 
_ son State Teachers College one year before entering the Army 
Air Corps on April 10, 1942. Following basic training at the 
Santa Ana, California, Air Base, he attended specialized schools 
at Santa Ana, Eagle Field, California; Yuma, Arizona, Army Air 
Field and Smoky Hill, Kansas, Army Air Field, qualifying as a 
pilot of B-17 and B-29 bombers. As a member of the 877th 
Squadron, 499th Bombardment Group, Lieutenant Sloan saw 
extensive action in the South Pacific area during his nine months 
overseas, participating in the Mandate Island and Western Paci- 
fic campaigns and the general air offensive against Japan. He 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, the Distinguished Flying Cross with Cluster, the 
Air Medal with four Clusters, and Sharpshooter’s Medals (pistol 
and rifle). He was reverted to inactive status on October 9, 
1945, at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. His wife is Shirley M. Sloan. 
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“PAUL K. SLOAN 
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2nd Lt. Lloyd B. Bardwell, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd B. Bardwell, 
Sr., was born February 12, 1920, in Amity, Arkansas. He attended Arka- 
delphia High School and Henderson State Teachers College. Entering the 
Army Air Force February 2, 1943, he received basic training at Santa 
Ana, California, and attended service schools at Tulare, California ; 
Tucson, Arizona; and LaJunta, Colorado. Lieutenant Bardwell served for 
more than a year in the United States and departed June 9, 1944, for Biak, 
remaining overseas for three months and being awarded the Air Medal. 
He crashed at sea September 2, 1944, northeast of the Celebes Islands, and 
his death was confirmed March 18, 1946. Lieutenant Bardwell was pilot 
of a B-25 bomber. He is survived by his parents and his wife, Marjorie 
Smith Bardwell, of Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 





Saad 


LLOYD B. BARDWELL, JR. 


Ist Lt. William H. Young, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Young of 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was born at Arkadelphia on October 9, 1920. After 
graduating from Arkadelphia High School and Henderson State Teachers 
College, he entered military service on July 7, 1942. He received his 
primary training at Dos Palos, California; basic training at LeMoore, 
California, and completed his advanced training for his commission at 
Douglas, Arizona. On January 18, 1945, he arrived in the European theater 
and during his eight months of foreign service flew 35 missions over 
Germany with the 8th Air Force. Among his decorations is listed the Air 
Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters. Lieutenant Young was reverted to 
imactive status at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 30, 1945. 


ii s = a 
WILLIAM H. YOUNG, JR. 
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JOHN M. HALL 


Lt. Col. Harry Jordon Hall, son of Mrs. R. Charles Hall and the late Mr. Hall, 
was born July 10, 1915, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He graduated from Arka- 
delphia High School and Ouachita Baptist College, receiving reserve com- 
mission in R.O.T.C., after which he was employed as sales representative of 
Roberts-Johnson and Rand Shoe Company. He entered active duty June 
11, 1941, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was assigned to the Adjutant General’s 
Department of the 1st Cavalry Division until February 15, 1942, when he 
was assigned to Southern Land Frontier Hdqtrs. He was promoted to 
captain June 2, 1942, and to major December 2, 1942, and graduated from 
Command and General Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, in August 
1943, being reassigned to Ft. Bliss. Promoted to lieutenant colonel, De- 
cember 1943, he was transferred to Ft. McIntosh, Laredo, Texas, Head- 
quarters Southern Land Frontier, Sector of Eastern Defense Command. 
Colonel Hall served as executive officer of headquarters at Ft. McIntosh 
until July 1945, when he was transferred to Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He 
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2nd Lt. John Milton Hall, son of Mrs. R. Charles Hall and the late Mr. 
Hall, was born June 15, 1921, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attende 
Arkadelphia High School and Ouachita Baptist College. Entering the 
Infantry June 1, 1948, he received R.O.T.C. training at Ouachita College 
and attended Officer Candidate School and Infantry School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, qualifying as platoon leader. He served for nearly a year in the 
United States with the 331st Infantry, 83rd Division, and departed April 
14, 1944, for England and France. Overseas for three months, Lieutenant 
Hall participated in the Normandy campaigns and was killed in action 
July 4, 1944. He had received the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, American Theater Ribbon, and Combat, Infantryman’s Medal and 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his 
mother ; his wife, Ellen Johnson Hall, and their daughter, Rebecca Jordan, 
who live in Arkadelphia. 





was honorably discharged October 16, 1945, and returned to Arkadelphia. HARRY J. HALL 


GEORGE M. BOON 


Capt. Allen W. McClanahan, son of Mrs. Myrtle M. Reulet of Hot Springs 
was born at Rector, Arkansas, December 28, 1920. He attended Hot Springs 
High School and Henderson State Teachers College and was engaged in 
theater and newspaper work until entering military service June 9, 1942. 
Captain McClanahan held a reserve commission which he had received in 
the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps. He served with the 12th Armored 
Division and was transferred to the Air Corps, where he attended pilot’s 
schools and became a pilot and engineering officer. He completed addi- 
tional training at Officer’s Orientation School, Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and 
was sent to Nadzab, New Guinea, in May 1945. Overseas eight months, he 
saw action in the Southern Philippines, Luzon, Ryukyus and Japanase air 
commands and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars. After serving four months with the Army of Occupation of 
Japan, he was returned to this country and was relieved of active duty at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 26, 1946. He and his wife, Dorothy, have 


one daughter. 





Capt. George M. Boon, son of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Boon of Arkadelphia, 
was born at Arkadelphia on October 16, 1918. He attended Henderson 
State Teachers College and the University of Texas. He entered the Na- 
tional Guard on December 23, 1940, and entered active service with his 
unit early in 1941. He trained at Camp Robinson with the 153rd Infantry, 
and departed for Seward, Alaska, on August 29, 1941. After 26 months 
of service in the Aleutian Islands area, he returned to the United States, 
going to Ft. Benning, Georgia, to attend an Officers’ Advanced Course, and 
later being assigned to the 4th Infantry and Sch. Troops, Ft. Benning. 
Captain Boon was relieved of active duty on December 18, 1945, at Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina. He and his wife, Marjorie Burt Boon, are the 
parents of one child. 





ALLEN W. McCLANAHAN 
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Pfc. Jamiel H. Mattar, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hanna Mattar, was born at 
Souieda, Syria, February 8, 1925. He attended elementary schools in his 
native Syria and upon coming to this country, completed his education at 
Arkadelphia High School. Entering military service October 1, 1943, he 
was sent to Camp Robinson for basic training, and later to Military Police 
School at Camp Custer, Michigan. After 15 months in this country, Private 
Mattar arrived in France as a member of the 42nd (Rainbow) Division and 
saw much action with that famous organization. On March 17, 1945, while 
fighting in the Hardt Mountain area in France, this American heroically 
sacrificed his life for his adopted country by deliberately drawing the 
enemy fire to enable his squad to make a successful maneuver to annihilate 
the German contingent. For this act he was awarded the Silver Star and 
Purple Heart, posthumously, in addition to the European Theater Ribbon. 
He is survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Hanna Mattar of Syria, and 
an aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Mattar of Arkadelphia. 





JAMIEL H. MATTAR 


Maj. Samuel Grigsby Porterfield, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Porterfield 
of Shreveport, Louisiana, was born in Oakdale, Louisiana, moving to 
Arkansas in 1930. He attended Glenwood High School and Ouachita Col- 
lege. Entering the Air Corps October 8, 1940, he received basic training 
at Randolph Field, Texas, and attended Brooks Advanced Flying School 
and Bryan Instrument School, qualifying as staff flight operations of- 
ficer and expert with pistol, rifle, submachine gun, and carbine. After 
serving for four years with the Western Flying Command, Major Porter- 
field departed in May 1945, for Okinawa. Overseas for six months, he 
participated in the Ryukyus campaign and spent three months with the 
Army of Occupation, being awarded American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic 
Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, and the Victory Ribbon. According 
to last report, he was still in service at March Field, California, and will 
remain in the regular Army. His wife is the former Mary Frances Pate 
and they have one son. His home is in Arkadelphia. 





SAMUEL G. PORTERFIELD 


Machinist’s Mate 2/c William Henery Massey, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. B. 
Massey of Arkadelphia, was born at Varden, Arkansas, March 24, 1921. 
He attended the Curtis, Emmett and Arkadelphia schools and was a farmer 
and storekeeper until entering the Navy Seabees on July 9, 1943. He 
received his training in this country at Camp Peary, Virginia; Camp Parks 
and Camp Hueneme, California, and then attended Machine Gun School. 
In January 1944, he was sent to New Guinea and served throughout the 
New Guinea campaign with his unit, the 529th C.B.M.U. Overseas a total 
of 23 months, he was returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 24, 1945. He and his wife, 
Opal Pauline, are the parents of one son. 





WILLIAM H. MASSEY 


Ist Set. John Edwards Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Ray, was born at 
aie deloia, Arkansas, December 14, 1917. He attended pees e 
High School and Ouachita Baptist College. A member of the Nene 
Guard from April 15, 1936, he was called into the regular Army (Infan ry) 
December 23, 1940, and received basic training at Camp Robinson. At- 
tached to the 153rd Infantry, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands April 
12, 1942, where he served for two years. Among other decorations re- 
ceived was the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. Sergeant Ray was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Hood, Texas, October 2, 1945. 
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FLAVE J. CARPENTER N. Carpenter. 


Lt. Col. John T. Berry, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. C. James, was born August 
31, 1916, in Bokoshe, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1929. He at- 
tended Bearden High School and graduated from Ouachita College in 
1940, where he received R.O.T.C. training. Entering the Infantry Novem- 
ber 1940, he attended Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying 
as parachutist. Colonel Berry served with the 504th Parachute Bn., 82nd 
Airborne Division, and departed May 1, 1942, for England. In December 
1943, he was sent to Ireland. Overseas for nearly three years, he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Algeria, Tunisia, Normandy, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Germany and the battles of the Bulge and Holland. 
He spent three months with the Army of Occupation in Berlin and was 
wounded in action, being awarded the Purple Heart, two Presidential Unit 
Citations, Bronze Star, and Dutch Bronze Lion. Colonel Berry is still in 
service in the regular Army. His wife, Carolyn Jane, and their daughter, 
live in Bearden, Arkansas. 


Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon with one B 
Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, American Defense Service Award, Silve 
Medal and the Order of the Purple Heart. He was reverted to in 
status at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 2, 1945. His wife is Sz 









JOHN T. BERRY 


T/4 Charles Weber Dews, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 8. Dews, was born 
at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, January 14, 1922, and received his education at 
Arkadelphia High School and Henderson State Teachers College. He was 
mustered into service with his National Guard Unit on December 23, 1940, 
and received basic training at Camp Robinson as a member of the 153rd 
Infantry. On April 14, 1942, he departed with his regiment for the Aleu- 
tian Islands, serving there until his return to the United States on June 
23, 1943. After being stationed in this country for 10 months, he was 
sent to the Italian theater in April 1944, and served on that front for 15 
months, taking part in the Rome-Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley 
campaigns. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, a division citation, a marksman’s medal (carbine) and a 
Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged July 26, 1945, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. 





Lt. James Couch Hobgood, son of Mrs. Maybelle Hobgood of Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, was born at Gurdon, Arkansas, November 11, 1914. He at- 
tended Arkadelphia High School and Ouachita College and was engaged 
in the insurance business before entering military service on October 25, 
1941. Colonel Hobgood had received basic military training in the Reserve 
Ofticer’s Training Corps. He attended the Command and _ General 
Staff School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and served two and a half years 
in this country at the Quartermaster Training Center, Ft. Warren, Wyo- 
ming. In January, 1944, he was sent to the European theater where he 
served as a composite battalion commander with quartermaster units. 
Overseas 17 months, he took part in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Central Europe and Ardennes campaigns and won the Bronze 
Star. He was returned to this country and was released from active 
service at Camp Lee, Virginia, December 11, 1945. He and his wife, the 
former Ernestine McMillan, are the parents of two children. 
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JAMES C. HOBGOOD 










une infantry} duly mi Ke) eceived alc ining» 
orgia, and at the Infantry and Parachute Schools, 
qualified for infantry unit commander (parachute) in February 1943. He 
also received Expert Medals for proficiency with the rifle and carbine. 
Attached to 5th Armored Division, 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
he departed from the United States January 9, 1944, for England, and 
participated in the Normandy invasion spearhead. He has been awarded 
. the American Defense, American Theater, European Theater of Oper- 
ations, Presidential Citation and Victory Ribbons. Captain Simmons is 
remaining in the service. 
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-Huie, was born February 5, 1910, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended 
Arkadelphia High School and Henderson State Teachers College, after- 
wards being engaged in business. Entering the Infantry June 12, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas. He attended Officer 
Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and was commissioned January 
18, 1943. After serving for 16 months with B.I.R.T.C., Camp Robinson, 
and the 75th Infantry Division, Ft. Leonard Wood, he departed September 
13, 1943, for Africa. Overseas more than two years, Lieutenant Huie par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Naples-Foggia, Southern France, and Rhine- 
land.. He was wounded in action near Cevveta, Italy, in 1943, and 
was awarded the Purple Heart, Victory Ribbon, Kuropean-African-Middle 
’ Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Stars, American Theater Ribbon, and 
Combat Infantry Badge. After being honorably discharged March 2, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Doris Edivine, and their child. ; ROBERT D. HUIE 





T/4 William Thomas Green, son of Daisy Dale and William T. Green, was 
born November 1, 1920, in Manning, Arkansas. He attended Henderson 
State Teachers College and Draughon’s Business College, afterwards being 
engaged as a junior accountant. Entering the Infantry July 18, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, qualifying as bandsman and 
as expert with M-1 rifle and carbine. Attached to the 84th Infantry Di- 
vision, he served for two years in the United States before departing 
September 19, 1944, for Europe. Overseas for more than a year, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe, spend- 
ing five months with the Army of Occupation, and was awarded Meritorious 
Service Unit Plaque. After being honorably discharged December 18, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Rosalea, and their child. 





WILLIAM T. GREEN 


Set. Claude E. Johnson, son of Mrs. Emma C. Johnson of the Floyd com- 
munity, Romance, Arkansas, was born at Floyd, Arkansas, March 5, 1908, 
and attended Floyd High School and Beebe (Arkansas) J unior Agricultural 
College prior to entering military service at Camp Robinson July 14, 1942. 
Following assignment to the Army Air Corps, he was sent to Sheppard 
Field, Texas, for basic training and later attended Airplane Mechanic 
School, Sheppard Field; Airplane Instrument School, Chanute Field, Ili- 
nois; Turbo Supercharger School and Chemical Warfare School. After 16 
monthy’ service in the United States, he arrived in Bombay, India, with his 
unit, the 397th Service Sqdn., on Christmas Day, 1943. From February 19, 
1944, to September 20, 1945, he served with the 14th Air Force’as a part 
of the 54th Service Sqdn., which was organized to relieve the American 
Volunteer Group. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, Sergeant 
Johnson received his honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, No- | 
vember 12, 1945. ) ; CLAUDE E. 
781 
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Pfc. Paul Harding Crow, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Franklin Crow, was 
born at Pryan, Oklahoma, February 138, 1921, and was educated in the 
Arkadelphia (Arkansas) Public Schools. He worked as a dry cleaner an 
presser until his entrance into the Army on July 18, 1942, and after basie 
training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, he was assigned to duty with the Engineering 
Corps as a heavy truck driver. He arrived in Iran with his service com- 
mand unit on May 26, 1943, and saw service in that theater for more than 
24 months, receiving the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and a driver’s medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, September 16, 1945. His wife is 
Emma J. McGuire Crow. 









PAUL H. CROW 


S/Set. J. A. McGuire, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Arvile McGuire of Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas, was born at Maddox, Arkansas, March 15, 1923. After 
completing his education at Arkadelphia High School, he was a telegrapher 
for the Western Union Telegraph Co. in Arkansas, Louisiana, and Missouri. 
Sergeant McGuire entered military service May 17, 1944, and received 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri. Assigned to the Signal Corps, 
he attended the Low-speed Operator and the High-speed Radio Operator 
Schools at Camp Crowder and became a high-speed manual radio operator. 
A veteran of two years’ service, he served with the 3324th Signal Intel- 
ligence and Monitoring Co. and Co. A, 90th Signal Operation Bn. Holder 
of the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory 
Ribbon, he was honorably discharged in June, 1946. 





J. A. McGUIRE 


Sgt. James Garrett Meier, son of Mrs. Roma Garrett Meier, was born 
February 8, 1914, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. After receiving his education 
he owned a concession business in St. Louis for five years and also worked 
as grocery manager and oil company representative. Entering the Air 
Corps May 8, 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and attended Teletype Maintenance and Communications School at 
Chanute Field, Illinois. He qualified as teletype mechanic and crytographic 
technician and served as chief of teletype and crytography department, 
317th Troop Carrier Group. Sergeant Meier departed December 31, 1942, 
for Townsville, Australia, and remained overesas for two and a half years. 
He attended Crytography Training School in Australia and participated in 
campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, Luzon, Southern Philippines, New 
Guinea, and Papua, being awarded Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon with one 
Silver Service Star, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
and Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon with one Oak Leaf Cluster. After 
JAMES G. MEIER being honorably discharged September 15, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Arkadelphia, where he lives with his wife, Doris Geneva. 





Pyt. Vaughn Miller Meier, son of Roma Garrett and Chester Arthur Meier 
and grandson of the late J. B. Garrett of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was born 
September 2, 1925, in Arkadelphia. He attended Hamilton School in St. 
Louis, Missouri; Arcade Grade School, where he was senior patrol leader 
of the Boy Scouts, and San Juan High School in Sacramento, California, 
graduating as president of the senior class. Entering the Army December 
7, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, and 
was giyen an honorable discharge to accept an appointment to Annapolis. 
He received preparatory training at Williamsburg, Virginia, before enter- 
ing Annapolis and resigned to accept an appointment to West Point. He 
entered Cornell University for preparatory Army training. He was in- 
jured at West Point and received an honorable discharge in October 1945, 
after total service of a year and 10 months. He lives in Arkadelphia. 





VAUGHN M. MEIER 
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son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard W. Fine 
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Maj. William Edger Nowlin is the son of Edger and Pearl Adams Nowlin 
of Arkadelphia, where he was born on October 18, 1908. Educated at 
Arkadelphia High School, Ouachita College and the University of Texas, 
he gave up his business as a wholesale and retail furniture dealer to 
enter the Army Air Corps in May, 1942. Sent to Miami Beach, Florida, 
for basic training, he was selected for Officer Training School and later 
attended the Adjutant General School. After three. years with the Train- 
ing Command in this country as a personnel staff officer, he was sent to 
the Philippine Islands in June, 1945, and served during the Luzon campaign. 
Overseas a total of five months, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. He was placed on inactive duty on March 19, 

1946, at San Antonio, Texas. He and his wife, the former Lillian Garland, 
have two sons. 








ROBERT B. THOMASSON 


Quartermaster Cecil Watson Cupp, Jr., son of Hazel Clements and Cecil 
Watson Cupp, Sr., was born November 19, 1926, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
He attended Arkadelphia High School and Henderson State Teachers 
College. Entering the Navy June 23, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Quartermaster School at Naval Train- 
ing Center, San Diego. He departed March 9, 1945, for the Western 
Pacific Theater of Operations and during his year of overseas service par- 
campaign and carrier raids on Japan. After 


ticipated in the Okinawa A 
d April 12, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, 


being honorably discharge 
he returned to his home in Arkadelphia. 


WILLIAM E. NOWLIN 


Cpl. Robert B. Thomasson, son of Mrs. Fannie Thomasson and the late 
R. L. Thomasson, was born on July 3, 1905, at Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He 
graduated from Arkadelphia High School and Henderson State Teachers 
College. For several years prior to his entrance into the Army on October 
12, 1942, he served as school supervisor for Clark County. Fol- 
lowing basic training at Camp Roberts, California, he landed at New 
Caledonia on April 22, 1943, with his unit, the 86th Infantry Bn., and saw 
more than 30 months’ service in the New Guinea, Southern Philippine 
and Asiatic-Pacific area. For meritorious service, he received the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Corporal Thomasson 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 27, 1945. 





CECIL W. CUPP, JR. 
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JAMES F. TURNER 


T/Sgt. Humphreys Talbot Turner, son of Laura Eva and Cleve C. Turner, 
was born April 17, 1922, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended Arkadel- 
phia High School and Louisiana State University. A member of Co. H, 
153rd Infantry, he entered the Infantry December 23, 1940, and received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He attended the Infantry 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying as platoon sergeant, heavy 
weapons company, rifle expert, and machine gun expert. Attached to Co. 
B, 126th Infantry Training Bn., he departed August 15, 1941, for Alaska, 
and remained overseas for two years and eight months, participating in 
Sergeant Turner was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Ribbon with one Star, American Defense Service Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star, and Good Conduct Ribbon with Clasp. After being honor- 
ably discharged September 20, 1945, at Camp Robinson, he returned to 
his home in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 


the Aleutian campaign. 


JAMES E. 


Ist Lt. Ambrose C. Shaw is the son of Ambrose N. Shaw of Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, where he was born on April 18, 1921. He was educated at 
Arkadelphia High School and Ouachita College before entering the Army 
He served basic training at Santa Ana, California, 
and later completed his training as a pilot at King City, Chico and Muroc, 
California; Douglas, Arizona; Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Memphis, 
Tennessee. After almost two years in this country, he arrived with his 
unit, the 493rd Bomb Group in England and remained overseas for almost 
10 months’ service. Lieutenant Shaw took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes and Rhineland campaigns and won the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters. He was 
released from active duty on October 23, 1945. His wife is the former 


Air Corps July 7, 1942. 


Ann Shepherd. 
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Baptist College, dn ne 


Lieutenant Turner departed March 13, 1944, for Italy, and ser 






employed as a wholesale grocery n 
fantry July 7, 1941, he received basic “training 
and attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning anc 

at Camp Blanding, Florida, qualifying as parachute inf nd p 
leader. After serving for three years as instructor at the pare achut ; 














for more than nine months. He participated in campaigns of A 
and Bischwiller sector in Southern France and was awarded E 
Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit Citati 
American Defense Ribbon. Lieutenant Turner was killed-in action Ja 
ary 21, 1945, in the Bischwiller sector and was buried at Epinal, Frane e. H 
is survived by his parents, who live in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 








HUMPHREYS T. TURNER 


Lt. James Edward Shaw, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Shaw, was born March 
3, 1918, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia High School 
and Ouachita College, afterwards being employed as insurance investigator. 
A member of the National Guard from April 1936, to April 1939, he 
entered the Coast Guard February 14, 1942, and received boot training at 
Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut. He attended Fire Con- 
trol School, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D. C., and Advanced 
Officers’ Training School at St. Augustine, Florida, qualifying as deck 
officer. Lieutenant Shaw served for two years in the United States and 
on convoy escort duty and patrol duty to and from the United States for 
two years and two months, also participating in operations in the Pacific 
theater. After being released to inactive duty September 21, 1946, at 
Seattle, Washington, he returned to Arkadelphia, where he lives with his 
wife, Leila, and their son. 





AMBROSE C. SHAW 
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Pfc. Dewey Elmon Overton, son of Lula Jane Pope and James Arter Ov 
ton, was born January 26, 1926, in Cotton Plant, Arkansas. He Piedad 
England Grade Schools, North Little Rock and Arkadelphia High Schools, 
and Ouachita Baptist College at Arkadelphia. Entering the Marine Corps 
March 24, 1944, he received boot training at Marine Corps Base, San Diego 
California, and served in the United States for six months with the 5th 
Marine Division. Departing in August 1944, for Hawaii, he remained 
overseas for seven months, participating in the Iwo Jima campaign. Private 
Overton was wounded in action and was awarded the Purple Heart. He 
was honorably discharged July 10, 1946, at San Diego, California. His 
home is in Mena, Arkansas. 





DEWEY E. OVERTON 


1st Lt. Herman Carroll Orr, son of Mrs. C. C. Orr of Arkadelphia was born 
at Donaldson, Arkansas, July 21, 1921. He was educated in the Arkadelphia 
Public Schools and then at Ouachita Baptist College and entered military 
service August 26, 1942, at Arkadelphia. Sent to Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
for basic training, he was selected to attend the Infantry Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning and was commissioned as an infantry officer. Ar- 
riving on the Italian front in February, 1944, Lieutenant Orr served as a 
unit commander throughout the Rome-Arno and Southern France cam- 
paigns. After serving nine months overseas he was severely wounded and 
was returned to this country. Holder of the Purple Heart, Combat In- 
fantryman Badge, European Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon, he also has two Battle Stars for the fighting in 
which he participated, and is qualified with all basic infantry weapons. 
He was placed on inactive status on March 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. His wife is Floy Dew Orr. 





HERMAN C. ORR 


S/Sgt. William Stuart Clark, son of Emma Jett and the late Charles M. 
Clark, Sr., was born November 7, 1921, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Henderson State Teachers College. A member of the National Guard 
since September 21, 1939, he entered active service December 23, 1940, and 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Sergeant Clark 
served in the United States with Co. H, 153rd Infantry Regiment, and 
departed January 11, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations, 
remaining overseas for two years and two months and participating in 
the campaign of the Aleutian Islands. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
September 4, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Arka- 
delphia. He is now a student at the Louisiana State University. 





WILLIAM S. CLARK 


Lt. (j.g.) Charles Morgan Clark, son of Emma Jett Clark and the late 
Charles M. Clark, Sr., was born November 18, 1914, in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia High School, Henderson State Teach- 
ers College, and Louisiana State University, afterwards being engaged as a 
public school teacher. Entering the Naval Reserve August 28, 1943, he 
received indoctrination training at Ft. Schuyler, New York, and attended 
Harbor Defense School at Fisher’s Island, New York, and Amphibious 
School at Coronado, California, qualifying in harbor defense. and amphibi- 
ous small craft. After serving for a year and a half in the United States, he 
departed January 17, 1945, for Iroquois Point, Oahu, ioe 3 and remained 
overseas for a year. Lieutenant Clark participated in the Okinawa Se 
paign. Returning to the United States January 2a, 1946, he was release 
from active duty at New Orleans, Louisiana. He lives in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, with his wife, Margaret, and their two children. 





CHARLES M. CLARK 
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Artillery Corps September 15, 1942 
received basic training at Camp Hulen, T 
School, and was commissioned second lie 
Carolina, June 3, 1943. He also qualified as 
expert with rifle, machine gun, and carbine. After 
States for two and a half years with 40th A.A.A. Group and 5 
Brigade, he departed April 6, 1945, for Manila, P. I.’ Overseas for a y 
Captain Fuller participated in the Luzon campaign and was award 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbc 
with one Star, Victory and American Theater Ribbons. After being honor 
ably discharged Aprl 17, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Camden, 
where he lives wtih his wife, Virginia, and their child. 
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DORSEY R. FULLER 


S/Sgt. Othea Jackson Shaver is the son of Ruby Nettie Shaver of Bierne, 
Arkansas, where he was born on October 8, 1922. After graduating from 
High School, he was employed as a shipping clerk for the Gurdon Lumber 
Company until entering the Army Air Corps on January. 8, 1943. After 
completing his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he was sent to 
Armorer and Gunnery School and in December 1943, was sent to England. 
Overseas a total of 18 months, he saw action in the fighting in Normandy, 
Southern France, Rhineland and Central Europe and won the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation and the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars. He was returned to this country 
in May, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on September 15, 1945. His wife is Kathleen Shaver. 





OTHEA J. SHAVER 


2nd Lt. Harry Dale Clark, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Clark, was 
born September 4, 1918, in Gurdon, Arkansas. He attended North Little 
Rock High School and graduated from Henderson State Teachers College. 
Entering the Paratroops June 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and attended Paratroopers’ School. Lieutenant Clark 
served in the United States for 18 months. He was injured in line of duty 
and received a medical discharge in November 1944. His wife is the former 
Miss Emily Newberry. 





HARRY D. CLARK, JR. 


Capt. William L. Newberry, son of Mrs. Mildred Newberry, was born No- 
vember 16, 1918, at Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1919. 
He attended Henderson State Teachers College and University of Arkansas 
and entered the Army Air Corps in January 1942. After receiving basic 
training at Lowry Field, Colorado, he attended the service school where 
he specialized in armament. After serving in the United States for 27 
months he was sent to the Italian theater for 19 months. For meritorious 
service he received, among other decorations, two Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion Ribbons. Captain Newberry received an honorable discharge at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, December 14, 1945. 





WILLIAM L. NEWBERRY 
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TAYLOR L. McROY 


Shipsfitter 3/¢ Taylor Lawson McRoy, son of Ruben Edwin and Lula Bell 
McRoy, was born at Delight, Arkansas, December 16, 1918. He received 
his education by attending Hempstead County Public Schools. He entered 
the Navy on December 16, 1943, receiving boot training at San Diego, 
California, where he attended Service School for, Welding on Treasure 
Island and qualified for shipfitter. Leaving the United States on February 
26, 1944, for the South Pacific, he participated in Saipan, Palau, Cebu, 
Luzon, Manila, Formosa, and Okinawa campaigns and was killed in action 
on May 4, 1945. He was posthumously awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, and Purple Heart. 
He is survived by his wife, Vester Fay, and their two children, who reside 


in Hope, and his parents. 
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ABNER D. HERVEY 


S/Set. John A. Hervey, step-son of Mr. and Mrs. William R. Orton 
of Hope, was born at Fulton, Arkansas, June 22, 1919. After 
graduating from Hope High School, he was employed at the 
Railway Express Agency at Hope until entering military service 
on February 2, 1942. Assigned to the Medical Corps, he com- 
pleted his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and then 
attended the School for Medical Technicians at Denver, Colorado, 
where he became a surgical technician. He arrived in the South- 
west Pacific theater in July, 1942, with his unit, the 24th Portable 
Surgical Hospital and remained overseas for three years. Ser- 
geant Hervey saw action in the Papuan campaign, the New 
Guinea campaign and the landing at Nassau Bay and the Luzon 
campaign in the Philippines. He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Distinguished Unit 
Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Combat Medical Badge and 
the Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Hervey was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee October 13, 1945. His wife is the 
former Shirley Halperin of Hot Springs. 
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Ist Lt. Abner Duke Hareey fosteaecne of Mr. an 
Orton, was born at Texarkana, February 24 
uating from Hope High School, he was emp tivet 
the Capitol Hotel until entering the Army, at 
13, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. Sill for ac 
and then transferred to the Army Air Corps and qualifie od 

pilot of B-24 Liberator bomber by attendance at Santa An 
California, Cadet Training School, receiving pilot wings on J 
22, 1943. Lieutenant Hervey departed from the United Sta: te 
December 1, 1943, for Foggia Air Base, Italy, and completedll 5 
combat missions before being killed in action on April 25, 1944, 
near Marradi, Italy. He was awarded the Air Medal and four 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Purple Heart, and Presidential Citation. la 
His wife, Opal, resides at Hope, Arkansas. 
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JOHN A. HERVEY 






JAMES E. LESTER 





1st Lt. William Rolen Orton, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Rolen Orton of Texarkana, was born at Fulton, Arkansas, May 
4, 1922. He attended Hope High School at Hope, Arkansas; Gulf 
Coast Military Academy, and completed his education at the 
University of Arkansas. He entered military service on July 3, 
1943, and was selected to attend the Infantry Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Lieutenant Orton served one and 
a half years in this country and was sent to the European theater 
in April, 1944. During his more than 15 months overseas he took 
part in the Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe 
campaigns while serving with Co. L, 12th Infantry Regiment of 
the 4th Infantry Division. Wounded in France on July 11, 1944, 
he was awarded the Purple Heart and also holds the Bronze Star 
Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation. He served two months 
with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was placed on 
inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 9, 1946. 
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Lt. (j.g.) James Edward Lester, son of Mary : 

_ DuBose Lester, was born at Hope, Arkansas, Rn rantee 18 

1921. He received his education by attending Hope High School 
and Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas. Entering the Navy 
on April 5, 1948, he received boot training at Midshipman’s 
School at Columbia University, New York, and attended Sub- 
Chaser School at Miami, Florida, and Gunnery School at Pearl 
Harbor, specializing in gunnery. Lieutenant Lester served 30 
months on destroyer escort as commanding officer of the U.S.S. 
Jacob Jones. He received an honorable discharge on December 
Ze 1945, at Jacksonville, Florida, and returned to Ho 
he lives with his wife, Mary, and their son. 








WILLIAM R. ORTON, JR. 
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Capt. Henry K. McHarg, III, was born o1 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, and moved 
graduate of the University of Arion he 
ing Corps on March 8, 1941. He received b: 
R.0.T.C. and Holabird Motor Transport Service Se 
fying as expert carbine and rifleman. Attached to 710 th 
gineer staff, he departed for England February 28, 1944 
ticipating in assault of arrowhead, Utah beach, Nor ma: 
France, and for meritorious service was awarded the Bret 
Star Medal and unit Croix de Guerre. Captain McHarg, : 
serving almost two years overseas, received an honorable dis 
charge December 31, 1946, at Ft. Meade, Maryland, and no 
resides at Hope with his wife, Sara Ann, and their child. 1 
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HENRY K. McHARG, III 
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(s.g.) George W. Robison is the son of Mrs. Claude W. 
een of Hope, Arkansas. Born at Hope April 10, 1915, he was 
educated in the Hope Public Schools; at Castle Heights Military 
Academy, and the University of Texas. Lieutenant Robison 
entered the Navy on February 22, 1943. He completed his pri- 
mary Naval training at Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and served 
one year in this country before he was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands in February, 1944. Overseas in the Aleutian and Alaskan 
areas for a total of 18 months, he was returned to the United 
States and was released from active Naval service on November 
27, 1945, at Jacksonville, Florida. He and his wife, Marilyn, 
are the parents of one child. 





GEORGE W. ROBISON 
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2/c James Thomas Luck, son of Fred Alfred and Tory 


Lee Ingram Luck of Hope, Arkansas, was born at Rosston 
ansas, November 4, 1921. He attended Hope High jn apa 
Hendrix College and enlisted in the regular Navy on June 1 
1942. He served boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and then 
attended the Navy School of Music at Washington, D. C. In 

| August, 1943, he was sent to Casablanca, North Africa, as a 
member of the crew of the U.S.S. Washington. Overseas 22 

months, he served in both the European and Pacific theaters, and 

Saw action in the Marshall Islands, Bonin Islands, Formosa, and 

China Sea campaigns as well as the two battles of the Philippine 

Sea and the: air sweeps of Tokyo Bay and the Kurile Islands. 

Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 

ter Ribbon with nine Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, 

Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, his 

enlistment will expire on June 1, 1948. - 


JAMES T. LUCK 


Ens. Wilburn Ray Caudle, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Caudle 
of Hope, Arkansas, was born at Bodcaw, Arkansas, August 2, 
1919. He attended Hope High School, Magnolia A. & M. College 
and Draughon’s Business College. Enlisting in the National 
Guard in September 1939, he was discharged in 1940, and in 
the emergency he enlisted in the Navy on September 19, 1941. 
Ensign Caudle served his flight training at Athens, Georgia, 
and Dallas, Texas, and was commissioned as a Navy pilot. In 
April 1944, he was sent to the South Pacific theater and served 
on patrol duty in that area until he was killed in a plane accident 
on September 29, 1944. This gallant young officer is survived 
by-his window, Louise Eley Caudle, and his parents. 





WILBURN R. CAUDLE 
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Maj. James G. Martindale, son of the late Dr. George H. Martin- 
dale, and Mrs. Martindale, was born in Hope, Arkansas. He 
graduated from the University of Arkansas and the Unive sity 
of Arkansas School of Medicine, being an established physician 
and surgeon at Hope before entering military service. He served 
as medical examiner for Selective Service in Hempstead County, 
for which he was decorated with the Selective Service Con- 
gressional Medal. As first aid chairman of the Hempstead 
County chapter of the American Red Cross, he organized and 
trained a large class of instructors in first aid and also instigated — 
the organization of a nurse’s aide unit in Hope. He entered the 
Army Medical Corps December 28, 1942, and was attached to 
the Army Air Forces. After graduating from the Army Air 
Forces School for Medical Officers at Miami Beach, Florida, he 
served a year as chief of surgery at the Dyersburg Army Air 
Base, Dyersburg, Tennessee. He spent 15 months with the 8th 
Air Force in England, where he served as surgeon of the 426th " 
Air Service Group, with intermittent assignments in surgery 

at the 49th Station Hospital and the 163rd General Hospital, also 

in England. He was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
three Stripes and six Battle Stars and Presidential Unit Citation 
with Oak Leaf Cluster. After being honorably discharged at 
Drew Field, Florida, December 31, 1945, Dr. Martindale resumed 

his practice at Hope. He is married to the former Miss Nell Rose 
JAMES G. MARTINDALE Bush, and is the father of Lt. Jud Bush Martindale. 








Lt. Jud Bush Martindale, son of Nell Bush and Dr. James G. 
Martindale, was born January 14, 1924, in Prescott, Arkansas. 
He graduated from Hope High School, received three years of 
pre-medical training at Hendrix College, and was in his sopho- 
more year at the University of Arkansas School of Medicine 
when he entered military service. Receiving basic training at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, he received training with the 630th 
Medical Clearing Co. and graduated from A.S.F. Medical Field 
Service School at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. Commissioned 
second lieutenant, Medical Administration Corps, he served at 
Letterman General Hospital and made trips across the United 
States. with a hospital train unit of the Presidio of San Fran- 
cisco, evacuating the wounded from the Pacific theater and trans- 
ferring battle casualties from the European theater to general 
hospitals. He served as instructor in basic training at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington. Volunteering for service with an airborne unit in 
preparation for the invasion of Japan, he was awarded Paratrooper 
Insignia and Wings upon completion of the required jumps at 
Ft. Scott, California. After V-J Day, his unit was inactivated 
and he returned to his former assignment. Lieutenant Martin- 
dale was also awarded the Good Conduct Medal. He is still in 
service at Brooks Army Medical Center, Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, where he is commanding officer of Co. A, 3rd Training 
Bn. His home is in Hope, Arkansas. 





JUD B. MARTINDALE 
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auard trom February o January 1940, and entered the Arm 
iy nen March 7, 1942. Receiving basic training at Sheppard Field, 
aia and Santa Ana, California, he attended AAF Navigation School at 
ington Field, Texas, and San Marcos, Texas, qualifying for aerial navi- 
gator and received Navigator-Air Medal, January 29, 1944. Leaving the 
United States November 3, 1943, for England where he was attached to 
- 389th Bomb. Group (B-24), he saw extensive service in air operations 
over enemy territory. He was shot down over Frankfurt, January 29 
1944, and was a prisoner of war until liberated by the Russians on May i 
1945. Lieutenant Spillers was awarded the Air Medal, among other decora- 
k ~ . _ tions. He received an honorable discharge at Miami Beach, Florida, October 
JULIAN E. SPILLERS 8, 1945, and now resides at Hope with his wife, Helen Virginia, and child. 


1st Lt. Clifford Earl Whatley, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Whatley, was 
born January 26, 1919, in Smackover, Arkansas. He graduated from Hope 
High School and attended the University of Arkansas for three years, 
afterwards being employed as a storekeeper at the Southwestern Proving 
Ground in Hope. Entering the Air Corps in March 1942, he was called to 
active duty June 11, 1942, and received basic training at Randolph Field, 
Texas. He was commissioned at Brooks Field, Texas, on March 23, 1943, 
and qualified as pilot, twin-engine. Attached to the 321st Squadron, 5th 
Air Force, 90th Bomb Group (Jolly Rogers), Lieutenant Whatley departed 
December 1, 1943, for Australia. Overseas for eight months, he was 
stationed on New Guinea and was killed in action when his plane, The 
Duchess, a B-24, went down 10 miles off the coast of Noemfoor on July 31, 
1944, with only three survivors. Lieutenant Whatley was posthumously 
awarded the Air Medal and Purple Heart. He is survived by his parents; 
his wife, Marilynn Behrens Whatley, and one daughter, Virginia Ruth, 
who live in Hope, Arkansas. 
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CLIFFORD E. WHATLEY 


M/Sgt. Arthur Hoge Barr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey B. Barr, Sr., was 
born May 25, 1921, in D’Lo, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He 
attended Hope High School, Arkansas College, and University of Missouri. 
Entering the Army Medical Department at Camp Robinson July 17, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, qualifying as admin- 
istrative noncommissioned officer. He served for two years in the United 
States with the 66th Medical Regt., 342nd Medical Regt., and Hq. Det. 
185th Medical Bn. Departing August 28, 1944, for Europe, he remained 
overseas for a year and a half and participated in campaigns of the Rhine- 
land and Central Europe, spending three months with the Army of Occu- 
pation. He was awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon with two Campaign Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Medal. After being honorably discharged February 
3, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks; Missouri, he returned to Hope, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Martha. 





ARTHUR H. BARR 


1st Lt. Harvey Betts Barr, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey B. Barr, Sr., 
was born September 9, 1918, in D’Lo, Mississippi, moving to Arkansas 
in 1930. He attended Hope High School and Arkansas College, afterwards 
being engaged as a teacher. Entering the Air Corps March 24, 1942, he 
received basic training at Kelly Field, Texas, and attended Preflight School, 
Gunnery School, and Navigation School, qualifying as aerial gunner 
January 1943, and aerial navigator June 1943. Departing in September 
1943, for the European Theater of Operations, Lieutenant Barr served 
overseas for more than seven months and participated in the air battle 


he made his way back to England and returned to the United 
Siete "He was awarded he Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster and Unit 
Citation. After being honorably discharged February 19, 1946, at Camp 
Beale, California, he returned to Hope, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Virginia, and their child. 
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OLIVER F. GILLIAM 






liam, was born at Mena, Arkansas, June 28, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion by attending the Grade and High School in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
He entered the Navy May 20, 1941, and received boot training at Norfolk, 
Virginia, qualifying for chief commissary steward. He made numerous 
sailings from the United States and participated in landing assaults 
against the enemy in French Morroco; Scoglitti, Sicily, Salerno, Italy, 
and St. Tropez, France. He received an honorable discharge at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on October 14, 1945, returning to Hope, where he lives with 
his wife, Elizabeth. 


Cpl. Raymond Fred Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willard E. Jones, was born 
December 24, 1907, in Hope, Arkansas. He attended Magnolia A. & M., 
Henderson State Teachers College, and Chillicothe Business College, 
afterwards being engaged in bookkeeping at the Citizen’s National Bank 
in Hope. A member of the National Guard since August 1928, he entered 
the Infantry April 19, 1944, and received basic training at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas. He attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and qualified as 
rifle sharpshooter and machine gun and carbine expert. Corporal Jones 
served in the United States for 22 months with Co. A, 116th I.T.B., 78th 
Regt., and was honorably discharged March 4, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 


He lives in Hope, Arkansas, with his wife, Martha, and their child. 





RAYMOND F. JONES 


Sgt. Wingfield D. Stroud, son of Mrs. Beaulah Stroud, was born at Hope, 
Arkansas, March 4, 1915. He received his education by attending Hope 
High School and Henderson State Teachers College. He entered the 
Infantry on July 17, 1942, receiving basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, where he qualified as expert rifleman .30-caliber and M-1, and 
received Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He departed from the United 
States for the North African-Italian theater, participating in the Rome- 
Arno, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. For meritorious service 
in these theaters, he received the Good Conduct Medal and three Bronze 
Service Bars. Sergeant Stroud received an honorable discharge at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, October 27, 1945, returning to Hope where he now resides. 





WINGFIELD D. STROUD 


Pyt. James Barton Saunders, son of Barton McRae Saunders of Route 
2, Emmett, Arkansas, was born at Sutton, Arkansas, November 3, 1917. 
He attended Landberg High School and Magnolia A. & M. College. 
Private Saunders enlisted in the Army and was inducted at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas, July 14, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia, and additional training at Hamlet, North Carolina. He left the 
United States for overseas service from Staten Island, New York on 
November 2, 1942, and arrived in French Morocco November 19, 1942. 
He participated in action against the enemy in the Allied attack on French 
Morocco at Casablanca November 19; invasion of Sicily, August 6, 1943, 
and in the invasion of Italy near Agrapoli on September 9, 1943. Private 
Saunders was killed in action March 19, 1944, eight miles north of Anzio, 
Italy, while serving with Co. B, 36th Engineers. He was authorized to 
wear the Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart Medal, American Defense 
Service Ribbon and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Campaign 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. 
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“Arkansas State Teachers | | 

rp tail building material dealer until entering the Navy on April 
Pears After serving boot training at San Diego, California, he was 
_ sent to Bainbridge, Maryland, for special training. He became an athletic 
_ instructor and served in the United States until he was sent to Okinawa 
in August, 1945. Overseas four months, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, January 2, 1946. 
He and his wife, Mattie, have two children. 
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WILLIAM L. WRAY 








Capt. Jim McKenzie, son of Mary and Ury McKenzie, was born at Morril- 
ton, Arkansas, February 4, 1909. He received his education at Hot 
Springs High School, University of Arkansas, and Tulane College of 

_ Medicine, and entered the Medical Corps May 18, 1942. Attending School 
of Aviation Medicine, Randolph Field, he qualified for flight surgeon and, 
after serving one year in the United States, was sent to England with the 
13th Bomb. Wing in May 1943. For over two years, Captain McKenzie 
participated in the offensive over Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
Central Europe, and Ardennes and for meritorious service was awarded 
the Presidential Unit Citation with one Leaf, six Bronze Stars, four 
Overseas Bars, and European Theater of Operations Ribbon. He received 
an honorable discharge at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, December 10, 
1945, and now resides at Hope with his wife, Mary Wood, and their 
children. 





JIM McKENZIE 


Capt. Glen Mitchell Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jett Williams, was born 
September 8, 1921, at Hope, Arkansas. He attended Hope Public Schools, 
Arkansas State Teachers College, George Washington University, and 
Kansas City University, afterwards being employed as clerk and admin- 
istrative assistant by FHA and FCA. Entering the Quartermaster Corps 
January 12, 1948, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, 
and attended Officer Candidate School at Camp Lee, Virginia; Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and Administration and 
Personnel School at Ft. Warren. After serving in the United States for 
a year and a half, Captain Williams departed May 12, 1944, for Liverpool, 
England, and remained overseas for a year and nine months. He par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Northern France, Central Europe, Rhineland, 
and Ardennes, and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Meritorious 
Service Award, European Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged March 21, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 


ae RR | to Hope, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mary Cornelia. 


Set. Jett Williams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jett Williams, Sr., was born 
aol 16, 1918, in Hope, Arkansas. He attended Hope High School kee 
Texas Military College. Entering the Army April 2, 1943, he ero 
basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and attended Engineers cone ; 
University of Kentucky, qualifying as topographic draftsman and ey e 
sharpshooter. Sergeant Williams served in the United States more u ay 
two years with the 706th HPD. Co. GC, i.,.and departed May 16, 1 5, 
for Hawaii, remaining overseas for 11 months. He spent six months wit 
the Army of Occupation in Japan, and was awarded American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon, and Occupation Ribbon. After being honoraly dischar ged ; 
May 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in P 


Hope, Arkansas. 





0 
JETT WILLIAMS, JR. 
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July 1945. Colonel Branch was ‘released from active service ae A 


ss koe . Chaffee, Arkansas, November 22, 1945. He and his wife, une former Nel 
JAMES W. BRANCH Wilkes, are the parents of three children. y 


Gunner’s Mate 2/c Luther Nelson Garner, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther 
N. Garner, Sr., was born at Hope, Arkansas, December 20, 1922. He 
graduated from the Hope High School and Texas A. & M. Entering 
the Navy November 17, 1942, he received basic training at Naval Train- 
ing Station, San Diego, California. Attending Fleet Service School, he 
qualified for gunner’s mate and received Expert Rifleman’s Medal on 
September 6, 1943. Mate Garner saw extensive service in the South 
Pacific and for meritorious service was awarded two major Battle Stars. 
After over a year’s service overseas, he received an honorable discharge 
at Memphis, Tennessee, November 6, 1945, and now resides at Hope. 


° LUTHER N. GARNER, JR. 


Capt. Milton C. Eason, son of Mrs. S. D. Eason, was born at Hope, Arkan- 
sas, August 1, 1906. He received his education at Hope High School, 
after which he was employed as general merchandise salesman. He 
entered the Army December 23, 1940, receiving basic training at the 
Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, after which he departed for 
Alaska September 22, 1941, attached to the 153rd Infantry. After over 
three years’ service in Alaska, he returned to the United States and 
entered Provost Marshall’s School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, where he 
received medals for his proficiency in the use of the rifle, carbine and 
pistol. He was promoted to captain and made unit commander MP 9110. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, November 3, 1945. He now resides 
in Hope with his wife, Pearl. 





MILTON C. EASON 


2nd Lt. Percy E. Ramsey, son of William M. and Martha A. Ramsey, was 
born at Zephyr, Texas, January 31, 1917, and moved to Arkansas in 1918. 
He received his education by attending Oglesby Grade School, Guernsey 
High School, Hope High School, Arkansas University, and Henderson State 
Teachers College. He joined the National Guard in 1937 and entered the 
Army Air Corps in September 1940, receiving basic training at Sikeston, 
Missouri, and further training at Randolph Field, Texas, and Brooks Field, 
Texas. He departed from the United States June 6, 1941, for the South 
Pacific and was taken prisoner when Bataan fell to the Japanese. Lieuten- 
ant Ramsey was being moved from Prison Camp No. 8 on the Philippines 
to Japan when the prison ship was sunk by a torpedo about 200 miles off 
the coast of China. Prior to being taken prisoner, he had incurred two 
minor wounds and had been awarded the Purple Heart and Oak Leaf 
Cluster. His parents now live at Hope, Arkansas. 





PERCY E. RAMSEY 
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Aviation Radioman 3/c Merrill E. McCloughan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Merrill Marion McCloughan, was born December 5, 1925, in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1927. After attending high school 
he entered the Navy May 19, 1948, receiving boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. He received radio and radar, gunnery, and operational training, 
qualifying as radioman-gunner. Departing April 26, 1945, for Okinawa, he 
remained overseas for a year and participated in the Okinawa campaign. 
He was awarded American Theater Ribbon, and Letter of Commendation. 
After being honorably discharged May 7, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in Hope, Arkansas. 





MERRILL E. McCLOUGHAN 
Maj. Royce S. Weisenberger, son of Stella J. and the late C.J. Weisenberger VW 


of Hope, Arkansas, was born at Keota, Iowa, December 11, 1907, and moved 
with his parents to Arkansas in 1919. He completed his education at the 
University of Arkansas and became a lawyer and legislator. Entering the 
National Guard, he became a member of the Officer’s Reserve Corps in 
1937, and was called to active duty in May, 1942. Major Weisenberger 
attended Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, and Military Government 
School, Ft. Custer, Michigan. He was assigned to 6th Armored Division 
and arrived in the European theater in February, 1944. Overseas more than 
20 months, he saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns and was the first Arkansas of- 
ficer to enter Berlin, arriving May 9, 1945. Wounded at the crossing of the 





Saar River, he was awarded the Purple Heart and also holds the Bronze 

Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Croix de Guerre, Victory and Army y 

of Occupation Ribbons. He was placed on inactive duty December 17, 1945. ttle Pd 

He and his wife, Dorothy, have two children. ROYCE S. WEISENBERGER 


Sgt. Jewell J. Honeycutt, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Honeycutt, Sr., was 
born at Hope, Arkansas, July 23, 1923. He received his education at Hope 
High School, graduating June 1941. He attended Arkansas State Trade 
School, Little Rock, January to April, 1942 (aircraft sheet metal course), 
after which he was employed by Consolidated Aircraft Corp., San Diego, 
California. He entered the Army Air Corps February 24, 1943, receiving 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, and Combination 
Welding School, Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying in aircraft sheet metal 
workmanship. He received medal for marksmanship in the use of the pistol. 
He departed October 21, 1948, with the 89th Dep. Rep. Sq. 31 Air Dep. 
Group for England and, after almost two years’ service overseas was 
awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Honeycutt re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Kelly Field, San Antonio, November 21, 
1945, and now resides at Hope with his wife, Dorothy Marie. 





J. J. HONEYCUTT, JR. 


Set. Thomas D. Honeycutt is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jewel J. Honeycutt 
of Hope, Arkansas, aia he was born March 11, 1925. Educated in the 
Hope High School, he entered the Marine Corps on June 1, 1948. manera 
Honeycutt served his boot training period at San Diego, California, anc 
then attended the Torpedo School at Great Lakes, Illinois, and San Diego. 
In August, 1944, he was sent to Saipan in the Marianas Islands and re- 
mained in the Pacific theater for a total of 17 months. Serving with the 
3rd Fleet, he saw action at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and in the bombardment 
of Japan. Holder of the Presidential Unit Citation and the Navy Unit 
Citation, he was honorably discharged at Miramar, San Diego, California, 
on February 8, 1946. Sergeant Honeycutt is now a student at Hendrix 
College at Conway, Arkansas. 
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RAY C. CRANK 


Sgt. Pink Weldon Taylor, son of Pink William and India Reed Taylor, was 
born October 15, 1922, at. Rosston, Arkansas. He received his education 
at Hope High School and. “A. & M. College at Magnolia, after which he was 
employed as transportation clerk by Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Enter- 
ing the Army Air. Forces February 3, 1943, he received basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and by attending Service Schools at Amarillo _ 
Field and Chanute Field, Illinois, qualified for aircraft electrician. At- 
tached to the 500th Bomb Group he departed from the United States Au- 
gust 13, 1944, for Saipan, and participated in the Western Pacific, Eastern 
Mandates campaigns and air offensive over Japan. For meritorious service 
he was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze 
Service Stars and Pres idential Unit Citation. Sergeant Taylor received an 
honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, December 30, 1945, and now resides 
at Hope with his wife, Annie Laura. 





PINK W. TAYLOR 


Chief Motor Machinist Mate Harry Trieber McLemore, son of Mrs. May- 
belle Buchanan McLemore, was born at Little Rock, January 25, 1914. 
After graduating from the Hope High School he was employed by the = 
State Highway Department, Southwestern Proving Ground, and Pine Bluff 
Arsenal. He entered the Navy Seabees November 11, 1942, and received 
boot training at Camp Bradford, Virginia. Serving in the United States 
for 26 months, he was sent to Calicoan, P. I., and participated in the 
invasion of the Philippines. For meritorious service he was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Mem- 
phis, November 14, 1945, returning to Hope where he now resides with 
his wife, Louise. 


@ 
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HARRY T. McLEMORE 


Ens. Mark Marion Buchanan, son of Mrs. Marion Buchanan, was born at 
Hope, Arkansas, September 18, 1923. He received his education at Hope 
High School and University of Arkansas. He entered the Naval Air Corps 
December 12, 1942, and qualified for Naval aviator by attending Navy 
Flight Prep. School at University of Texas; CAA-WTS at Schreiner Insti- 
tute at Kerrville, Texas; Navy Pre-Flight School at University of Georgia; 
primary training, Naval Air Station at Glenview, Illinois; advanced train- 
ing at Naval Air Station at Corpus Christi, Texas: operational training at 
Naval Air Station, Deland, Florida, graduating i in top 10 bracket of aviators 
at Corpus Christi, and receiving his commission as ensign and wings Sep- i pee 
tember 12, 1945. He has received the American Theater Ribbon and Air- eee 
Rescue Squadron Ribbon and remains in the regular Navy. Ni ‘ 


MARK M. BUCHANAN 
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S/Sgt. Truman Arrington, son of Mrs. Mary Etta Arrington of Route 2, 
Hope, Arkansas, was born at Patmos, Arkansas, April 5, 1921. He at- 
tended Washington (Arkansas) High School, then engaged in farming 
prior to entering the Army Air Corps on October 27, 1942. He was sent 
to Moore Field, Mission, Texas, for basic training, and later to Truax Field, 
Madison, Wisconsin, for special training in radio mechanics. After a year 
and a half in the United States he was sent with his unit, the 483rd 
Bomber Group, to the Italian front. Overseas 19 months, he participated 
in the general air offensive, not only in the Rome-Arno and Po Valley 
theaters, but also in the Southern France, Balkans, Northern France, North 
Apennines, Normandy and the Rhineland sectors. He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal and Presidential Unit Citation with an Oak Leaf 
Cluster. He was honorably discharged on October 10, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. His wife is Alta Lorena Arrington. 
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TRUMAN ARRINGTON 


Flight Officer William W. Bright, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Bright, 
was born at Tokio, Arkansas, May 8, 1917. He attended Hope Public 
Schools after which-he was engaged in farming. He entered the Army Air 
Corps June 17, 1941, and received basic training at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana. Attending Academy of Aeronautics, Jackson Heights, New 
York, and Flight Engineer School, Lowry Field, Colorado, he qualified for 
mechanic and flight engineer and was attached to Sqdn. T., Gulfport, 
Mississippi. After serving more than four years, Flight Officer Bright 
received an honorable discharge at Gulfport Army Air Field, October 24, 
1945, and returned to Hope. 
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WILLIAM W. BRIGHT 


Lt. Comdr. Willis Garrett Smith, son of Dr. and Mrs. Don Smith, was born 
at Hope, Arkansas, December 11, 1916. He received his education by 
attending State Teachers College at Conway and Henderson State Teachers 
College at Arkadelphia. Enlisting in the Navy, he received boot training 
at Harvard University June 16 to September 16, 1941. He was aboard the 
U.S.8. Lassen en route to Pearl Harbor at the time of the Japanese attack. 
After serving on the Lassen for one year in the South Pacific, he was 
transferred to the destroyer Balch. Commander Smith participated in 
the campaigns of Guadalcanal, Attu, and Bougainville, and also served on 
the South Pacific staff at Island Noumea, P. I., and was sent to Washing- 
ton, D. ©; Fallbrook, California, and Manicani, P. I., ship repair base. 
Among other decorations, he received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with four Stars and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, 
December 18, 1946, returning to Hope, Arkansas. 


@ 


WILLIS G. SMITH 


Chief Petty Officer Robert C. Ellen, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Ellen, Sr., was born September 17, 1921, in Hope, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Hope High School and attended Arkansas State Teachers bf ollege, 
afterwards being employed at Southwest Proving Ground. Enlisting May 
1, 1942, in the Maritime Service, he received basic training at St. Peters- 
burg, Florida, and attended Laundry School in Washington, D. C., serving 
as head of laundry maintenance department during his 26 months in the 
Maritime Service. Entering the Navy, he was sent to San Diego, ( alifor- 
nia, for a year’s service. He expects to be discharged in May, 1946. His 
wife, Marian, and their two children, live in Hope, Arkansas. 





ROBERT C. ELLEN, JR. 
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Shipfitter 2/c Cecil Allison Stringfellow, son of James Sie and Grace §. 
Stringfellow, was born at Guernsey, Arkansas, December 20, 1917. He 
received his education at the Hope Public Schools, and after graduation, 
was employed as body and fender workman by the Hempstead Motor Co. 
until entering the Navy Seabees October 1, 1942. He received boot training — 
at Norfolk, Virginia, and Gulfport, Mississippi. By attendance at service 
school he qualified as welder. Leaving the United States December 18, 
1942, he was sent to New Caledonia and later to the Admiralty Islands. 
After serving over two years overseas he was awarded the Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater and American Defense 
Ribbons. Receiving an honorable discharge at San Pedro, California, 
November 17, 1945, he returned to Hope where he lives with his wife, 
Allene, and their child. : ‘ 


“nl 


Lt. Merl Corley Tedder, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Luther Tedder, was born 
September 20, 1914, in Plainview, Arkansas. He attended Hope High 
School, afterwards being engaged as manager of an automobile parts store. 
Entering the Navy January 23, 1943, he received flight training at Dallas, 
Texas, qualifying as Naval aviator. After serving in the United States 
for more than two years, Lieutenant Tedder departed April 26, 1945, for 
Pearl Harbor, and remained overseas for more than eight months. He 
was honorably discharged March 2, 1946, at Camp Wallace, Texas, and 
returned to his home in Hope, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 


Cathryn Elizabeth. 





MERL C. TEDDER 


Fireman 1/c Lawrence Joseph Cagle, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Cagle, 
was born October 26, 1918, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little 
Rock Public Schools, afterwards being employed by the Arkansas State 
Highway Department. Entering the Navy April 15, 1942, he received 
boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, where he qualified as expert rifleman. 
In November 1942, he departed for Sitka, Alaska, and in June 1943, was 
sent to Attu, returning to the United States after a year and four months’ 
service. He was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged 
June 4, 1945, at Naval Hospital, Banning, California, he returned to Hope, 





LAWRENCE J. CAGLE 


Pfc. Coy Stone, son of Oscar and Lizzie Stone, was born at McCaskill, 
Arkansas, May 3, 1910. He received his education in the Friendship Public 
Schools, and was engaged in farming and truck driving until entering the 
Army Transportation Corps December 28, 1943. Receiving basic training 
at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, he received’ medal for proficiency as rifle 
expert and was assigned to 732nd Railway Operating Bn. Private Stone 
saw service in the Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe campaigns, 
and for meritorious service was awarded the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. After serving overseas 
for over a year, he received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, 
November 24, 1945, returning to Hope, where he lives with his wife, Ruby 
and their children. ai 
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Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Pauline Tedder Cagle. 





COY STONE 
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| HENRY Z. HOLLY — 


Pfc. Joe Howard McCulley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Adam Mc- 
Culley of Hope, Arkansas, where he was born October 24, 1920. He at- 
tended Hope High School and was an optician for the Mills and Thompson 
Optometrists until entering military service on September 6, 1944. Private 
McCulley served his Infantry basic training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, 
and became a rifleman and bandsman. After only five months in this 
country, he was sent to the Panama Canal Zone in February 1945, and 
remained there for a total of more than 13 months. Holder of the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Marks- 
man Medal, he was returned to this country and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 25, 1946. He and his wife, the 
former Gussie Mae Thomason, have one daughter. 





JOE H. McCULLEY 


Pvt. James G. Johnson, son of Raymond and Anna Bell Johnson, was born 
at Fulton, Arkansas, February 18, 1924. He received his education at 
Fulton, High School and was later employed as clerk. Entering the In- 
fantry March 9, 1948, he received basic training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama. 
After six months’ service in the United States, he received Medal for 
Marksmanship and departed for North Africa and Italy in August 1943. 
Participating in the fighting in Italy, he was wounded but continued in 
action until killed. He was awarded the Purple Heart and Silver Star. 
His parents reside at Fulton, Arkansas. 


JAMES G. JOHNSON 


Pfc. Raymond Johnson, Jr., was the son of Raymond and Annabell Johnson 
of Fulton, Arkansas, where he was born on May 15, 1919. Educated at 
Fulton High School, he was employed as a truck driver until entering 
military service on May 19, 1942. He was assigned to the Infantry and 
received his basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, before arriving in 
the European Theater of Operations in February, 1945. This brave soldier 
was killed in action during the heavy fighting at the Rhine River crossing 
in Germany. His wife is Mary Virginia Johnson, 





RAYMOND JOHNSON, JR. 
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GEORGE W. HARTSFIELD . 
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Sgt. Hervey Ayers Holt, son of Milton R. and Fannie H. Holt, was born 
at Hope, Arkansas, March 19, 1910. He attended Hope High School and 
Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, Arkansas, and was later employed as book- 
keeper by the B. R. Hamm Motor Co. of Hope until entering the Infantry 
October 16, 1942. He received basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
qualifying as clerk and typist, and was distribution sergeant for division 
headquarters in the adjutant general’s office. He saw over 18 months’ 
service in the South Pacific and for meritorious service received the Good 
Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations Ribbon. Sergeant 
Holt received an honorable discharge at Harmon General Hospital, Temple, 
Texas, April 26, 1945, and now resides at Hope with his wife, Jeanette. 


HERVEY A. HOLT 


Ist Lt. Hugh Carroll Keith, son of Bert and Marian Keith, was born at 
Bussey, Arkansas, on April 30, 1916. He graduated from the Hope High 
School in 1934, and attended A. & M. College at Magnolia one and one-half 
years, University of Arkansas one year, and Henderson State Teachers 
College one-half year. He entered the Army Air Corps in March 1941, 
receiving basic training at Randolph Field. By attending Service Schools 
at Luke Field, Randolph Field and Kelly Field, he qualified as pilot and 
instructor. In command of the 35th Training Squadron, he was killed in a 
plane crash while on routine flight at Foster Field, Texas, after serving 
19 months. 





HUGH CARROLL KEITH 


Chief Petty Officer Paul Morgan Keith, son of Bert and Marian Keith, 
was born at Magnolia, Arkansas, November 8, 1909. He graduated from 
Hope High School in 1926 and attended Hendrix College at Conway for 
three years, after which he was employed by the Arkansas State Highway 
Department for eight years and the Corps of Engineers for five years. 
Entering the Navy (Seabees) in July 1943, he received boot training at 
Camp Peary, Virginia. He attended Service School for Gunnery and 
Mosquito Control and specialized in civil engineering. He was sent to the 
Hawaiian and Johnston Islands on March 15, 1944, and, after serving 19 
months overseas, was honorably discharged at Memphis, October 24, 1945, 
returning to Little Rock, where he now lives with his wife, Dorothy. 





PAUL M. KEITH 
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Maj. K. McRae Lemley, son of Judge and Mrs. Harry J. Lemley, was born 
November 26, 1918, at Hope, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Hope High School; A. & M. College, Magnolia, Arkansas; Marion 
Institute, Marion, Alabama, and United States Military Academy, West 
Point, New York. He has been with the Field Artillery, regular Army, 
since graduating from the academy. Major Lemley later attended Field 
Artillery School, Engineer School, and Command and General Staff School, 
specializing for Field Artillery unit commander. Attached to 18th Field 
Artillery Bn., 685th Field Artillery Bn., he departed from the United States 
February 2, 1944, for the European theater, where he participated in the 
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central European 
campaigns. Major Lemley has been awarded the Croix de Guerre and the 
Bronze Star Medal and, after serving four months with the Army of 
Occupation, returned to the United States September 9, 1945. He was 
attached to Military Intelligence Service, G-2, Washington, D. C., according ie 
to last report received. He and his wife, Sarah, are the parents of one child. K. McRAE LEMLEY 


Col. Harry J. Lemley, Jr., son of Judge and Mrs. Harry J. Lemley, was 
born at Hope, Arkansas, February 1, 1914. He received his education by 
attending Hope High School; Marion Institute, Marion, Alabama, and 
the United States Military Academy, West Point, New York, graduating 
from the academy in 1935. He has served in the Field Artillery, Regular 
Army, since graduation, attached to Corps Headquarters. Departing from 
the United States in August 1943, with the 18th Field Artillery Brigade 
and VI Corps Artillery, Colonel Lemley saw action in the battles of Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe and 
has been awarded the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Croix de Guerre 
de ordre du Corps d’Armee. He was assistant director, Armed Forces 
Division, Office of Military Government, Berlin, Germany, with the Army 
of Occupation since May 8, 1945, according to last report received. He and 
his wife, Margaret, are the parents of one child. 





HARRY J. LEMLEY, JR. 


S/Sgt. Remmel H. Young, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Young of Hope, 
Arkansas, was born on October 19, 1916, at Prescott, Arkansas, and at- 
tended the University of Missouri, after which he was manager of a Malco 
Theater. Entering the Army Air Corps in May, 1942, he received 
basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attending Service School 
at Truax Field, Wisconsin. After serving meritoriously for almost three 
years, he was honorably discharged on February 10, 1945, at San Francisco, 


California. 





REMMEL H. YOUNG 
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Hope, Arkansas. 
FRED H. COOK, JR. 


Set. Joseph C. Booker, son of Lillie Hutto and James Lester Booker, was” 


born June 21, 1918, at Malvern, Arkansas. After attending Henderson 
State Teachers College he was employed as sales clerk. He entered the 
Infantry December 23, 1940, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson. 
He attended Officer Training School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he 
qualified for manager of post exchange and received sharpshooter and 
expert medal for his proficiency in the use of Browning automatic rifle, 
light and heavy machine gun, .45-caliber automatic pistol and M-1 rifle. 
He departed from the United States September 22, 1941, and served almost 
two years with 153rd Infantry in Alaska. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, September 25, 1945. 


“After e¢ 
Kearns Field, Utah, he attended Service Schools at ( 
and Fairmont, Nebraska, qualifying for mechanical drawing 
and mapping ‘airplane flights. Private Cook left Newport Ne 
on April 3, 1944, with his unit, en route to Algiers, aboard the U.S 
Hamilton, and was killed in action August 20, 1944, when this ship 
bombed from a torpedo plane. The Presidential Citation and Purple He 
have been received by his parents, who now reside at 521 S. Hervey Stree 

















JOSEPH C. BOOKER 


Gunner’s Mate 2/c George Vincent Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Wise 
Keith, was born December 15, 1918, in Columbia County, Arkansas. He 
attended Hope High School, Oklahoma Military Academy, and Henderson 
State Teacher’s College, afterwards being engaged as barber, welder, and 
mechanic. Entering the Naval Reserve May 9, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended Gunnery School at Seattle, 
Washington, qualifying in Gunnery. He served for nearly two years in 
the United States, attached to Anti-Aircraft, and was honorably discharged 


with his wife, Lelia Ellen. 





GEORGE V. KEITH 


S/Sgt. Phillip Irving Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Keith, was 
born in Columbia County, Arkansas, September 25, 1920, and after securing 
a high school education worked for four years as a barber prior to entering 
the Army (Infantry) on December 23, 1940. Qualified by previous service 
in the Arkansas National Guard and by basic training at Camp Robinson, 
he departed on September 22, 1941, for Alaska with his unit, Company A, 
153rd. Infantry. He served as a communications sergeant on this front for 
more than 30 months, before returning to the United States for honorable 
discharge on October 28, 1944, at Veterans Hospital, Alexandria, Louisiana. 
His wife is Joyce Beasley Keith. 
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February 18, 1946, at Bremerton, Washington. He lives in Hope, Arkansas, 





PHILLIP I. KEITH 


Ts: pe 
é. re 


* +s 
en 


basic 


pe Wee 13, 1945, on a prison ship in Formosa Harbor while en 






ee : 
ey NORRIS P. O’NEAL 


Sgt. Frederick Paul O’Neal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest P. O’Neal, was 
born February 13, 1923, in Okmulgee, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 
eos _He attended Hope High School and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering the Army Air Corps March 2, 1948, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri, specializing 4s clerk-typist. At- 
tached to the 1787th Ordnance Supply and Maintenance Company, he 
departed December 5, 1943, for England, and remained overseas for a 
year and eight months, also serving with the 651st Air Material Sqdn., 
451st Air Service Group. Sergeant O’Neal was awarded American Theater 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged November 
tee at Drew Field, Tampa, Florida, he returned to his home in Hope, 
rkansas. 


FREDERICK P. O’NEAL 


Pfc. William Ellis Tolleson, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Paul Tolleson of Hope, 
Arkansas, was born at Wright City, Oklahoma, February 238, 1925, and 
came to Arkansas in December, 1933. He attended Hope High School and 
Magnolia A. & M. College before entering military service on July 16, 1948. 
He completed basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and was then sent 
to the Army: Specialized Training Program at Texas A. & M. College, 
where he remained until he was transferred to the 103rd Infantry Di- 
vision. In October, 1944, he was sent to the European theater with this 
unit and saw action in three campaigns in Europe, participating in the 
fighting from November 1944, until the capture of Innsbruck on May 4, 
1945. He is the holder of the Combat Infantryman Badge, Good Conduct 
Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, and was 
serving with the Army of Occupation of Germany, according to last report 
received. 





WILLIAM E. TOLLESON 


Lt. Col. Lex C. Helms, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lex C. Helms of Hope, 
Arkansas, where he was born April 15, 1910. He attended Hope High 
School, University of Arkansas and North Carolina State College and was 
associated with International Harvester Co. until entering active military 
service on July 15, 1941. Colonel Helms was a reserve officer, having re- 
ceived his commission in the Reserve Corps at North Carolina State Col- 
lege. He served in this country with the 6th and 90th Infantry Divisions 
and was sent to Panama in May, 19438. The following month he was sent 
to the European theater, where he later saw action in the Rome-Arno and 
Northern Apennines campaigns in Italy. Overseas 30 months, he also 


served in North Africa, Sicily and Scotland. Holder of the American De- y 

fense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon cc a é 

with two Battle Stars and the Victory Ribbon, he was placed on inactive ’ S 

duty and transferred to the Officer’s Reserve Corps on February 22, 1946, . ee 

at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, June Narine, have one child. LEX C. HELMS, JR. 
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Aviation Metalsmith 2/¢ Raymond Earl Bright, son of Mrs. Mary Bright, 
was born at Hope, Arkansas, April 24, 1923. Following the completion 
of his education at Hope High School, he entered the Navy on January 16, 
1942. Completing boot training at San Diego, California, he later attended 
Aviation Metalsmith’s School in Chicago. During the 29 months he served 
outside the United States, he saw extensive service throughout the vast 
reaches of the South Pacific, including Pearl Harbor, Enewetok, Ulitha, 
Manila and Okinawa. Among his decorations for meritorious service is 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engage- 
ments. He was honorably discharged from the Navy on December 22, 
1945, at the Naval Separation Center, Memphis. 





RAYMOND E. BRIGHT 


2nd Lt. Thomas Vasco Bright, son of Mrs. Mary Bright of 615 South Pine 
Street, Hope, Arkansas, was born at Nashville, Arkansas. He attended 
Hope High School and completed his education at Oklahoma A. & M. 
College at Stillwater, Oklahoma. Lieutenant Bright was a student there 
at the time he entered military service on October 1, 1940. He received 
basic training at Ontario, California, and later became an aviation cadet. 
He was assigned to pilot training and was graduated and commissioned 
as a pilot at Phoenix, Arizona. He became an instructor in the Army Air 
Forces and served in that capacity until he was killed in line of duty. This 
gallant officer had served one year with the Air Corps at the time of 


his death. 


FOSTER M. 





OM De 





THOMAS V. BRIGHT 


S/Sgt. Foster Monroe Citty, son of George Wilton and Mary Monroe Citty, 
was born September 20, 1910, at Washington, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Washington and Hope High Schools. A member 
of the Arkansas National Guard since 1928, he entered the Army Air 
Force February 3, 1948, receiving basic training at St. Petersburg and 
Clearwater, Florida. By attending A.A.F. Airplane Mechanics’ School, 
Gulfport, Mississippi; Aerial Gunnery School, Las Vegas, Nevada, and 
A.A.F. Hydraulic School, Chanute Field, Illinois, he qualified for aerial 
gunner. After 11 months’ service in the United States, he departed for 
Europe January 18, 1944, participating in Normandy, air offensive over 
Europe, Northern France and Rhineland campaigns. Sergeant Citty was 
awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and four 
Bronze Stars, Air Medal with two Silver Oak Leaf Clusters and two Bronze 
Oak Leaf Clusters, and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, August 31, 1945, and lives in Washington, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Ruth. 


Cpl. Tom David Ridgdill, son of William D. and Ida Keith Ridgdill, was 
born October 17, 1910, at Hope, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Hope High School, after which he was employed as manager 
of Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., for 12 years. Entering the 742nd Amph. 
Tank Bn., December 31, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. Knox, 
Kentucky, specializing as armored driver, medium tank, and canteen 
supervisor. After over two years’ service, Corporal Ridgdill was honorably 
discharged February 7, 1946, at Camp Beale, California. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, American Campaign Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He and his wife, Alice, live in Washington, Arkansas, 
with their daughter. 
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PLATE 


1.—Yeoman 1/c James Turner Harbin, son of Edna 
Turner and Jesse Melvin Harbin of Hope, Arkansas, 
was born at Warren, Arkansas. He attended Hope 
High School and completed his education at Hendrix 
College, receiving his A.B. degree. Yeoman Harbin 
entered the Navy on February 8, 1942, and served 
boot training at the Naval Training Station, San 
Diego, California. He became a specialist in admin- 
istrative work and served at the Navy Yard, Wash- 


ington, D: C. He was later sent to the Operations | 


Department of the Navy Department at Washington, 
D. C. Holder of the Navy Good Conduct Medal, the 
Victory Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon 
and a veteran of more than four years of service, 
he was honorably discharged at Bainbridge, Mary- 
land, March 17, 1946. 


2.—Ist Lt. Thomas F. McLarty, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty, Sr, was born November 
2, 1919, in Hope, Arkansas. He attended Hope 
High School and Riverside Military Academy, Gaines- 
ville, Georgia, afterwards being employed as a Ford 
dealer. Entering the Infantry October 7, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Callan, California, 
and attended Officer Training School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. He qualified as supply officer, company 
commander, combat infantryman, and expert with 
M-1 rifle, heavy and light machine guns, carbine, 
and pistol. He served from January 15 to November 
15, 1943, with the 56th Coast Artillery in Peru, 
South America, as an enlisted man and from June 6, 
1944, to July 30, 1945, as an officer with the 96th 
Infantry Division in Leyte, P. I., and during the 
battle of Okinawa, landing with assault troops in 
both campaigns. He remained overseas for more 
than two years and was wounded in action October 
27, 1944, at Leyte; April 5, 1945, at Okinawa; and 
April 27, 1945, at Okinawa, being awarded the Purple 
Heart with two Clusters and Bronze Star with one 
Cluster. After being honorably discharged December 
5, 1945, at Kennedy General Hospital, Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Hope, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Helen. 


3.—T/5 Adley Roy Kimbell, son of Mrs. Lela Pearl 
Brotherton, was born October 11, 1923, in Waldo, 
Arkansas. He attended Hope High School, after- 
wards being employed by Southwestern Proving 
Grounds. Entering the Armored Force and Cavalry, 
Infantry Division, March 2, 1943, he received basic 
training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, qualifying as ar- 
mored car driver, carbine expert, and Thompson 
sub-machine gun marksman. Attached to the 20th 
Armored Division, he departed February 27, 1944, 
for the European Theater of Operations, remaining 
overseas for a year and 10 months. He participated 
in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe and was awarded four 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Thea- 
ter Campaign Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged January 21, 1946, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his 
home in Hope, Arkansas. 


4.—Pfe. Adrian P. Townsend, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Horace Townsend, was born at Chicota, Texas, De- 
cember 19, 1924, and after receiving his edu- 
cation, was employed as a service station at- 
tendant prior to entering the Army Field Artillery 
on April 12, 1943. Sent to Camp Roberts, California, 
for basic training, he later attended Field Artillery 
Mechanics’ and Caterpiller Schools, qualifying for 
duty as a mechanic, and was assigned to Battery 
B, 217th Field Artillery Battalion. On September 
5, 1944, he sailed with his unit for the European 
theater, and during his 11 months of foreign service 
participated in the Rhineland, Northern France and 
Central European campaigns, and served almost a 
month with the Army of Occupation. After his 
awards for meritorious service were the European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the 
Expert Medal for proficiency with the carbine M-1. 
Private Townsend was honorably discharged from 
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the service on November 28, 1945, at 


Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


5.—T/5 Luther S. Miller, son of John N. Miller, was 
born at Prescott, Arkansas, June 18, 1910, received 
his education at the Midway (Arkansas) Grade 
School, and was employed as a farmer and truck 
driver prior to entering the Army on November 16, 
1942. Following basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, he was assigned to duty as an auto parts 
clerk with the 256th Ordnance MM Co. After 14 
months of service in the United States, he sailed on 
December 23, 1948, with his unit for the European 
theater, and during the 21 months he was engaged 
there, saw action in the Normandy, Rhineland, Cen- 
tral Europe, Northern France and Ardennes cam- 
paigns, and served four months with the Army of 
Occupation. He was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, and awards denoting proficiency as a driver 
and with machine gun, rifle, carbine and .50-caliber 
machine gun. Corporal Miller was honorably dis- 
charged from service on October 5, 1945, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Mrs. Coye 
Vandiver Miller, are the parents of one child. 


6.—T/Set. Arlest Roy Trout, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Robert Trout, was born at Hope, Arkansas, 
March 12, 1923. After attending Hope High School, 
he was employed as sales clerk in a grocery store. 
He entered the Army Ordnance January 8, 1943, 
and received basic training at Ft. Francis E. War- 
ren, Wyoming. Attending Ordnance Automotive 
School at Mt. Rainier, Tacoma, Washington, he 
qualified for ordnance supply N.C.O. and received 
Marksmanship Medals for his proficiency in the use 
May 238, 1948, and, after over two years’ service 
of the Springfield .03 rifle and carbine caliber .30. 
Sergeant Trout was sent to the South Pacifie on 
in that theater, was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Service Ribbon, and 
World War II Victory Ribbon. He received an honor- 
able discharge at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland, 
December 5, 1945, and now resides at Hope with his 
wife, Rosa Lee. ‘ 


7.—S/Set. James G. Hendrix, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Lee Hendrix, was born December 25, 1922, 
in Hope, Arkansas. He graduated from Hope High 
School and attended Louisiana State University for 
two years. Entering the Infantry May 14, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, 


specializing in noncommissioned. officer duty and 
qualifying as expert infantryman, July 15, 1944. 
After serving nearly two years with Co. D, 259th 


Infantry, he departed March 22, 1945, for Saipan 
in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. After 
serving overseas for more than 10 months, he was 
honorably discharged February 24, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to his home in 
Hope. 


8.—Ist/Segt. John David Hendrix, son of Ora May 
and Robert Lee Hendrix, was born January 27, 
1911, at Hope, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Hope High School, after which he 
was employed as assistant manager of the White 
House Women’s Shoe Department, Beaumont, Texas. 
Entering the Army Medical Corps May 14, 1942, he 








received basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, qualify 

in medical course for service on hospital ship. A 

training in the United States for one year, he served 
aboard a hospital ship between the United States 
and Italy, Africa, England, and France. Sergeant 
Hendrix received rifle Marksmanship Medal in Au- 
gust, 1942, Good Conduct Medal, and two Battle 
Stars for participating in battles off Casablanca 


and Marseilles. Returning to the United States Ox 





tober 1, 1945, he was honorably discharged 

Sam Houston November 4, 1945, returning to Hope 
where he lives with his wife, Rosemary, 
9.—S/Set. Jack L. Hendrix, son of Mr. and 
Robert Lee Hendrix, was born December 2 
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in Hope, Arkansas. He graduated from Hope High 
School and attended Louisiana State University for 
two years. Entering the Infantry May 14, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, 
specializing in noncommissioned officer duty. After 
serving nearly two years in the United States with 
Co. D, 259th Infantry, he departed March 22,1945, 
for Saipan in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations. After serving overseas for more than 10 
months, he was honorably discharged February 24, 
'1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to 
his home in Hope. 


10.—Sgt. Horace Hilton Warren, son of Clara True 
and Vernon Robert Warren, was born in Cale, 
Arkansas. He attended Prescott school, afterwards 
being. employed by a grocery store, Boswell’s Men’s 
Furnishing Store, and First State Bank, as assistant 
teller. Entering the Air Corps November 2, 1942, 
he received basic training at Brooks Field, Texas, 
qualifying as administrative noncommissioned of- 
ficer. Sergeant Warren served for three years in 
the United States and was awarded Marksmanship 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and 
American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged February 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, and 
returned to his home in Prescott, Arkansas. 


11.—T/5 Everette Vernon Warren, son of Clara 
True and Vernon Robert Warren, was born in Cale, 
Arkansas. He attended Prescott School, after- 
wards being employed as butcher and clerk. Enter- 
ing the Construction Engineers May 8, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Abkott, Oregon, and 
Ft. Lewis, Washington, and attended Motor Pool 
School at Ft. Lewis, qualifying as heavy truck driver 
and marksman. He served for a year in the United 
States and departed May 1, 1945, for Manila and 
Japan. At last report he was still in service with 
the Army of Occupation. His home is in Prescott, 
Arkansas. 


12.—Capt. Dolan B. Cargile, son of James T. and 
Mae Cargile, was born September 24, 1915, at 
Hattieville, Arkansas. He attended Hope High 
School, A. & M. College at Magnolia, and Louisiana 
State University at Baton Rouge. After serving 
two years with the National Guard at A. & M. 
College, he entered the Army Air Corps June 13, 
1941, receiving basic training at Camp Wallace, 
Texas. He later attended Flight Training Schools 
where he qualified for pilot, squadron commander. 
He departed from the United States March 26, 
1944, for New Guinea, and participated in_ the 
campaigns of New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, 
Western Pacific, Luzon, Southern Philippines, North- 
ern Philippines, Okinawa, and Japan. Captain Car- 
gile was awarded the Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
five Bronze Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Medal, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star. He served three months with the 
Army of Occupation in Japan. Returning to the 
States February 6, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged April 29, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


13.—1st Lt. Nolan B. Cargile, son of J. T. and Mae 
Cargile, was born September 24, 1915, at Hattie- 
ville, Arkansas. He attended Hope High School, 
Louisiana State Normal, Oklahoma Military Acad- 
emy, and Tulsa University. Entering the Army Air 
Corps in October 1940, he received basic training 
at Ontario, California. After completing flight train- 
ing in the United States, he departed May 19, 1942, 
for England. Lieutenant Cargile served in the 
European Theater of Operations over seven months, 
and in the first all-American combat raid over 
Germany he was killed in action. He was post- 
humously awarded the Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster and Purple Heart. He is survived by his 
parents and his daughter, Carolyn. 


14.—Segt. Elbert N. May, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. N. 
May of Odessa, Texas, was born at Bodcaw, Arkan- 
sas, January 6, 1918. He attended Hope High School 
and Oklahoma Military Academy, and was em- 
ployed in oil field work and as a policeman on the 


Hope police force before entering the Army on 
June. 19, 1942. Sergeant May served his basic 
training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and Ft. Custer, 
Michigan, and then attended the Investigator’s School 
at Ft. Omaha, Nebraska. He specialized in police 
work while in the military service and served two 
years in this country as a member of a 7th Service 
Command Military Police Detachment. In May, 
1944, he was sent to New Guinea in the Southwest 
Pacific and remained overseas for 19 months. Holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Star, American Theater Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at 
Ft. Bliss, Texas, on December 28, 1945. He and his 
wife, Thelma, have one child. 


15.—Gunner’s Mate 1/e Mack May, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. N. May of Odessa, Texas, was born at 
Bodeaw, Arkansas, October 16, 1923. He attended 
Hope High School and the Arkansas State Teachers 
College before entering the Navy on November 17, 
1942. Mate May served his boot training at San 
Diego, California, and then attended the Fleet Ser- 
vice School at San Diego. After 10 months of shore 
duty in this country he was sent to the South 
Pacific and remained overseas for 29 months. He 
Saw action in the Marshall Islands, Caroline Islands, 
the first and second battles of the Philippines, the 
Philippine Islands campaigns. Okinawa campaign, 
the campaigns against the southern Japanese islands 
and in the fleet which later occupied Japan. He 
spent four months with the Army of Occupation 
of Japan and was honorably discharged at Norman, 
Oklahoma, January 15, 1946. He is now a student 
at the University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 


16.—Pvt. Ernest Richard Hasley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Hasley, was born on July 5, 1921, at 
Clarksville, Arkansas, and received his education in 
the Piney Grove and Emmet (Arkansas) schools 
prior to entering the Army on October 26, 1944. 
Qualified by three years’ previous service in the 
Arkansas National Guard and basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, he served meritoriously until receiving 
an honorable medical discharge for arthritis at Ft. 
Bliss on January 15, 1945. During his period of 
service, Private Hasley qualified as a sharpshooter. 
He and his wife, Cleo, are the parents of two 
children. 


17.—1st/Sgt. Jacy E. Hasley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Hasley, was born at Knoxville, Arkansas, Feb- 
ruary 23, 1918, attended Piney Grove and Emmet 
(Arkansas) High Schools. He entered the Ark- 
ansas National Guard and received basic training 
at Camp Robinson. He later attended Chemical War- 
fare and T.Q.M. Schools, qualifying for service as 
chief clerk. In August, 1941, he began the first of 
his two overseas tours of duty by accompanying 
his unit, the 153rd Infantry, to Alaska. Later he 
returned to the United States and then was sent to 
Hawaii with the 96th Infantry. While in this 
theater, he participaed in the landing on Leyte on 
October 20, 1944, and was wounded six days later. 
For meritorious service, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting 
his engagements, the Good Conduct Medal, the 
Order of the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, and Expert Marksman’s Medals for 
machine gun, hand grenade, bayonet and .45 caliber 
pistol. He was honorably discharged from the ser- 
vice on July 2, 1945, at Brooke General Hospital, 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


18.—Pfe. Mareus Faulkner, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marcus Faulkner, was born August 26, 1925, in 
Hempstead County, Arkansas. He attended Hope 
and Washington Public Schools, afterwards being 
engaged in farming. Entering the Army Ground 
Forces May 12, 1941, he received basic training at 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and qualified as rifle 
expert. He served for more than three years in the 
United States with the Infantry, and departed Janu- 
ary 28, 1945, for Germany. Overseas for six months, 
he participated in European campaigns in Germany 
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and Austria. Private Faulkner was still in the ser- 
vice, according to last report received. His wife, 
Thelma, and their child, live in Hope, Arkansas. 
19.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c George B. Stroud, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. B. C. M. Stroud, was born 
October 1, 1912, in Hope, Arkansas He attended 
Hope Public School. Entering the Navy April 17, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and departed December 2, 1944, for the 
South Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for 
more than a year, he participated in campaigns of 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa and was awarded two Battle 
Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and one Admiral’s 
Citation. He was honorably discharged January 8, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to Hope, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Pauline 
Verie, and their children. 


BEALE 


1.—S/Segt. Dale LaGrone Williams, son of Mrs. L. S. 
Williams, was born at Springhill, Arkansas, October 
17, 1916. He received his education at Hope Public 
Schools, graduating from high school in 1935, after 
which he was employed as retail clerk in a furniture 
and hardware store. Entering the Corps of En- 
gineers February 3, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp White, Oregon, where he qualified for 
supply sergeant NCO 821 and received medal for 
marksmanship with M-1 rifle. Attached to 300th 
Engineer Combat Bn., he departed for England 
November 22, 1948, and participated in Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central 
European campaigns. For meritorious service Ser- 
geant Williams was awarded with five Bronze Stars 
and Bronze Star Medal, together with Victory Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon. He served five 
months with the Army of Occupation and was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, November 11, 1945. He now resides at Hope 
with his wife, Polly. 


2.—S/Sgt. McDowell Turner, son of John Carroll and 
Evelyn Turner, was born at Hope, Arkansas, on 
September 138, 1918. He received his education by 
attending Hope High School and Henderson State 
Teachers College. He entered the Army Engineer 
Corps on February 2, 1942, receiving basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he qualified 
as supply sergeant and received Marksmanship 
Medal on February 25, 1944. Attached to 1307th 
Engineer Battalion, he departed from the United 
States on March 16, 1944, for the South Pacific, 
where he served for 21 months on New Guinea 
and Luzon Islands. For meritorious service, Sergeant 
Turner received World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and two Bronze Service 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze 
Star, and Meritorious Service Unit Award. Return- 
ing to the United States December 16, 1945, he 
received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, 
December 26, 1945. He now resides in Hope with 
his wife, Mary Nell. 


3.—Pfe. James Roland Shepherd, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Shepherd, was born at Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, October 4, 1919. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Amity, Arkansas High School 
and Henderson State Teachers College, Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, afterwards dealing in automobiles. A 
former member of the Arkansas National Guard, 
he entered the Army Field Artillery Corps Novem- 
ber 3, 1943, receiving basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma. Later by attending Field Artillery Com- 
munication School, he qualified for communications 
and as truck driver. After serving seven months, 
he was sent to Europe June 3, 1944, and participated 
in the Rhineland and Central European campaigns. 
Private Shepherd was awarded two Bronze Stars 
and the Good Gonduct Medal. Returning to the 
States October 13, 1945, he was honorably dis- 





20.—Pvt. William Stroud Fa ulkne 
Faulkner, was born at Hope, Ar 
1924. He received his education at. 
ington Public Schools and assisted with 
until entering the Infantry August 15. 
ceiving basic training at Ft. Warren, 
attended Parachute School at Ft. Benning, G G 
and qualified for light machine gunner and rifle 
pert. He served in the Aleutian Islands July 23, 1941, 
until March 7, 1944, and in the European theater from - 
February 6, 1945, until September 6, 1945. For’. 
meritorious service, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific, American Defense, and European-African- | 
Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbons with two Bronze 
Stars. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, September 19, 1945, and resides 
in Hope. 
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charged at Jefferson Barracks, October 20, 1945. 
He and his wife, Jeanne, live in Arkadelphia with 
their children. 


4.—Cpl. Raymond Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
ham Claud Taylor, was born September 19, 1925, 
in Hope, Arkansas. He attended Oglesby Grade 
School and Hope High School. Entering the Army 
Air Corps February 5, 1944, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Radio 
Mechanics’ School at Truax Field and Scott Field, 
qualifying as radio mechanic and marksman with 
pistol and carbine. Corporal Taylor served for more 
than a year in the United States with the Air Corps 
Ground School and departed June 5, 1945, for 
Peleliu. He remained overseas for 11 months and 
was awarded Good Conduct Medal and Victory Rib- 
bon. After being honorably discharged May 12, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Hope, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Beverly Yvonne, 
and their child. 


5.—Sgt. Wallace Dee Beene, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. O. Beene of Hope, Arkansas, was born at Little 
Rock on January 9, 1925. After graduating from 
Hope High School in 1942, he was employed by the 
Boeing Aircraft Company and the Associated Ship- 
builders, both of Seattle, Washington. Entering the 
Army Air Corps in September, 1943, he completed 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and at- 
tended Mechanics’ School at Amarillo, Texas, and 
Drew Field, Florida. Sergeant Beene became an 
aerial engineer and was sent to the Philippine 
Islands in June 1945. Overseas eight months, he 
took part in the Philippine, Ryukyus, Western Paci- 
fic, China and Japanese air campaigns and was 
awarded the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 13, 1946. 


6.—Pvt. John David Frith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Walter Frith, was born January 6, 1913, at 
Emmet, Arkansas. He received his education at 
Brookwood Grammar School and Hope High School. 
He entered the Medical Det., Army Air Corps, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1942, and received basic training at Camp 
Robinson. Attached to Medical Detachment, Air 
Corps, he was sent to Egypt September 21, 1942, 
where he served until his return to the United States 
on May 380, 1945. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Greensboro, North Carolina, on October 
26, 1945, and now resides with his wife, Arlene, at 
Hope. 


7.—S/Set. Leslie B. Coffman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry D. Coffman of Hope, Arkansas, was born 
November 5, 1912. Entering the Army Air Force 
August 23, 19438, at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, he received 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and 
was later stationed at San Antonio, Texas; Perrin 
Field, Sherman, Texas; and Ft. Bragg, North Caro- 
lina. He was transferred to Army Service Forces 
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and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and 
Sharpshooter’s Medal for his proficiency in the 
use of the .30-caliber carbine. Sergeant Coffman, 
at last report, was still in service as group counselor, 
S.S.N., at Separation Centers Headquarters, Counsel- 
ing Section, Ft. Bragg. His wife, Kathleen, lives 
in Oklahoma City. 


8.—Machinist Mate 1/c Marion Ray Turner, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wiley Turner, was born at Cove, 
Arkansas, August 17, 1915. He received his educa- 
tion at Hope High School, after which he was 
employed by the Hope Automobile Company as 
salesman. He entered the Coast Guard April 21, 
1942, and received boot training at Miami, Florida. 
By attendance at Service School he qualified in 
fire fighting and received the Marksmanship Medal 
for his skill in the use of caliber .30 rifle. He 
landed in Liverpool, England, on March 10, 1944, 
and saw service in the invasion of Southern France 
and later at Okinawa. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal and the American Defense, European- 
African - Middle - Eastern and Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bons. He received an honorable discharge at St. 
Louis, November 7, 1945, and now resides at Cove 
with his wife, Geneva, and their child. 


9.—Ship’s Cook 1/e Robert E. Turner, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. Turner, was born at Cove, Arkan- 
sas, August 17, 19138. He entered the Navy Septem- 
ber 18, 1948, receiving boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School. 
He also qualified as marksman. Serving with the 
146th N.C.B., he participated in campaigns in 
France and Okinawa. He received an honorable 
discharge at New Orleans, November 17, 1945, and 
returned to Cove where he now resides with his 
wife, Mary Catherine, and their children. 


10.—Fireman 1/c Leonard Carlton Turner, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wiley Turner, was born at Cove, 
Arkansas, December 18, 1908, where he received 
his education. He entered the Coast Guard Septem- 
ber 18, 1942, and received basic training at Miami, 
Florida. He sustained a wound while in service 
and was honorably discharged at Port Everglades, 
Florida, after serving 26 months. He now resides 
at Hope with his wife, Ruth, and their child. 


11.—Machinist’s Mate 1/e John Coulter Lipscomb, 
son of Mary Coulter and David Hunt Lipscomb, was 
born at Gurdon, Arkansas, September 25, 1904. He 
received his education at Hope High School, after 
which he operated a service station and was em- 
ployed as a mechanic. Previously a member of the 
National Guard, he entered the Navy Seabees De- 
cember 9, 1942, and took his boot training at Camp 
Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island, where he re- 
ceived the Marksmanship Medal. Mate Lipscomb 
saw service in the Aleutian Islands and the Philip- 
pine Islands, and, among other acknowledgments of 
active service, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
and American Theater Ribbons. He was honorably 
discharged at Norman, Oklahoma, October 2, 1945, 
and now resides at Hope with his wife, Ruth, and 
their child. 


12.—Shipfitter 1/¢ John Thomas Crosby, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas Crosby, Sr., was born 
August 26, 1921, in Hope, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Hope High School and attended Arkansas 
Polytechnic College at Russellville, afterwards being 
engaged as boilermaker in Little Rock. Entering 
the Navy June 18, 1942, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Naval Metal- 
smith School, qualifying as shipfitter. Departing in 
April 1943, for the Aleutian Islands, he remained 
overseas for three and a half years and participated 
in the invasion of Kiska, Gilbert Islands, Marshall 
Islands, New Guinea, and the Mariannas Islands. 
He was injured in action and was awarded American 
Theater Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged October 16, 1945, 
at Memphis, he returned to Little Rock, where he 
lives with his wife, Helen. 





13.—Set. Alvin F. Reynolds, son of. Ar. 
Henry A. Reynolds, was born July 2, 1 
dyce, Arkansas. He attended Fordyce s 
Entering the Army Air Corps March 16, : 
received basic training at Victorville Army Air Base 
in California and attended Boeing Aircraft School, 
qualifying as electrical specialist. Sergeant Reyn- 
olds served for two years in the United States with 
the 52nd Air Engineering Squadron and departed 
July 3, 1944, for Saipan. Overseas for more than 
a year, he participated in the Western Pacific Man- 
dated Islands campaign and the air offensive against 
Japan and was awarded two Battle Stars and expert 
rifleman’s medal. After being honorably discharged 
November 23, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 
returned to Little Rock, where he lives with his 
wife, June. 


14.—T/5 Harry O. Kyler, Jr., is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry O. Kyler, Sr., of Hope, Arkansas. Born 
at Ashdown, Arkansas, on November 14, 1926, he 
attended Hope High School and the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville and was a machnist’s 
helper until entering military service on March 6, 
1945. Corporal Kyler was assigned to the Infantry 
and received basic infantry training at Camp Rob- 
inson, Little Rock, Arkansas. He became a clerk 
and was promoted to technician, fifth grade, in 
February, 1946. At last report he was serving at 
Camp Robinson. 


15.—Ship’s Cook William Marion Reaves, Jr., son 
of Mrs. William M. Reaves, Sr., and the late Mr. 
Reaves, was born November 13, 1907, in Malvern, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Hope Public Schools. Entering the Navy Seabees 
August 17, 1943, he received boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia. After serving in the United States 
at Camp Thomas, Rhode Island, and Port Hueneme, 
California, for more than a year with the 32nd 
Special Battalion, he departed February 28, 1945, 
for the Philippine Islands and served overseas for 
five months. Cook Reaves was awarded the American 
Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, and Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbons. He contracted an illness while in 
service and was honorably discharged March 1, 1946, 
at Navy Hospital, San Bernardino, California. He 
lives in Hope, Arkansas, with his wife, Viola. 


16.—Pfe. James Douglas Jacks, son of Mrs. Annie 
Penelope Erwin, was born at Hope, Arkansas, Janu- 
ary 18, 1912, and received his education at Hope 
High School, after which he was employed as man- 
ager of Babcock Brothers Auto Supply Co. prior 
to entering the Army (Infantry) on January 28, 
1944, After receiving his basic training at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, and Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, he 


-was attached to Company L, 415th Infantry, 104th 


Division. He left the United States with his unit 
for the European theater on September 18, 1944, 
where he was engaged in the campaigns through 
Holland and Germany, receiving wounds in the right 
hand, leg and hip and being captured and held as 
a prisoner of war in Germany for five months. Pfc. 
Jacks was awarded the European Theater Ribbon 
with Battle Stars, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
the Purple Heart and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, 
on November 23, 1945. His wife is Mary Lee Jacks. 


17.—Cpl. John William Zepka, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Valentine Zepka, was born at Corry, Pennsylvania, 
May 21, 1918, and after securing his educa- 
tion, was employed as a meat cutter and an 
inspector in a supply plant prior to entering military 
service on April 20, 1942. Following basic training 
at Camp Robinson, he qualified as a medical NCO, 
and after 21 months of service in this country was 
sent overseas on January 30, 1944. He served 
meritoriously in the European theater for more than 
20 months, and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged from the service at Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania, October 23, 1945. He and his wife, 
Ola Mae, are the parents of one son. 
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18.—Lt. Buford John Poe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Al- 
ford Charles Poe, was born January 27, 1918, in 


_ Waldron, Arkansas. He attended Waldron High 


School and the University of Arkansgs for four 
years. Entering the Submarine Force July 1, 1944, 
he received boot training at Hollywood, Florida, 
and attended Naval Communications School at Har- 
vard University. Departing in January 1945, for the 


‘Pacific Theater of Operations, Lieutenant Poe re- 


mained overseas for a year and was awarded Amer- 


ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, - 


and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged April 8, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Hope, Arkansas, where 


he lives with his wife, Rutha, and their children. 


19.—-Sgt. Curtis C. Buchanan, son of Ocia and Wil- 
liam Thad Buchanan of Prescott, Arkansas, was 
born at Prescott on November 11, 1914. Educated 
in the Pleasant Hill schools, he was engaged in road 
building work for the Forest Service until entering 
active service with the 153rd Infantry of the Arkan- 
sas National Guard, on December 23, 1940. After 
completing basic training at Camp Robinson, Ark- 
ansas, he was sent to Alaska in December, 1941, and 
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1.—Capt. Winfred Lee Chambers was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Chambers of Nashville, Arkansas, 
where he was born on October 26, 1919. He attended 
Nashville High School and Arkansas Tech at Rus- 
sellville, and was employed as a grocery clerk until 
entering the Army Air Corps in 1940. He received 
his flight training at Randolph and Kelly Field, 
Texas after completing his basic training at Mus- 
kogee, Oklahoma. He served in this country as an 
instructor until being sent to England in June, 1942. 
Captain Chambers gained nationwide acclaim as one 
of the first six Americans to fly over Europe. He 
then served as an instructor in the use of the Eng- 
lish fighter plane, the famous Spitfire. He was 
killed in a plane crash in the British Isles on Oc- 
tober 1, 1942. This gallant soldier was buried in the 
British Isles. He is survived by his parents and 
one brother and one sister. 


2.—1st Lt. James Wendell Chambers is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Chambers of Nashville, Arkansas, 
where he was born on October 29, 1917. He attended 
Nashville High School and Washington University 
at St. Louis, Missouri. He was a Y.M.C.A. secretary 
at St. Louis before entering military service on 
October 7, 1941. He completed basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, and then attended the 
Signal Corps School at Ft Monmouth, New Jersey. 
He was commissioned in the Signal Corps and 
specialized in the teletype and in field wire usage. 
A veteran of almost four and a half years of military 
service, he served with the Signal Training School 
at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and_ is the holder of 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
released from active duty at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, March 13, 1946. He and his wife, Catherine, 
have one son. 


3.—1st Lt. Richard D. Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jewell V. Moore, was born at Hope, Arkansas, on 
November 17, 1917, and received his education at 
Henderson State Teachers College and Chillicothe 
(Missouri) Business College. He entered the Coast 
Artillery Air Corps on June 21, 1941, receiving basic 
training at Camp Callen, California, and received 
a medal for sharpshooting in June, 1942. He de- 
parted from the United States with his unit in 
December 1944, for the European theater and during 
the 10 months he was overseas, he participated in 
the campaigns of Central Europe. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star. Sergeant Moore was 
honorably discharged at Andrews Field, Missouri, 


served with the Infantry and Engineers in the 
Alaskan and Aleutian areas for more than 30 months. 
Holder of the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Good Con- 
duct Medal, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, September 25,.1945. He and 
his wife, Margaret, have one child. 


20.—S/Segt. Lewis E. Buchanan is the son of Ocia 
and William Thad Buchanan of Prescott, Arkansas, 
where he was born on August 6, 1912. He entered 
active service with the Arkansas National Guard 
on December 23, 1940, and was trained at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas. Sent to the Aleutian Islands 
with the 1538rd Infantry in December, 1941, he re- 
mained overseas in the Pacific theater for 32 
months, serving in the Aleutian Islands and then 
in the campaign for Leyte in the Philippines. Ser- 
geant Buchanan was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the American Defense Service 
Ribbon, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on August 11, 1945. His wife 
is Wilma Ruth. 
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on October 26, 1945. He is married and he and 
his wife, Lucille, are the parents of one child. 


4.—_M/Set. Joe D. Smithson, son of Albert Ross and 
Alma Edith Smithson, was born at Nashville, Ark- 
ansas, June 27, 1919, graduated from Nashville High 
School in 1937, and afterward was employed as a 
salesman in a drug store at Kilgore, Texas, for two 
and a half years prior to entering the Army. He 
enlisted in the Chemical Warfare Service on March 
6, 1941, receiving basic training at Edgewood Arse- 
nal, Maryland, and after qualifying for administra- 
tive noncommissioned officer’s duties, was attached 
to the 3rd Chemical Depot Co. Sergeant Smithson 
departed from the United States on May 26, 1942, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, seeing 40 months’ 
service in Bougainville, Luzon, the Solomons and 
Philippine Islands. In recognition of his service in 
these theaters he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Battle Star. He returned to the United 
States and received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, October 4, 1945. 


5.—Pvt. Edgar Neal Smithson is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. R. Smithson of Route 5, Nashville, Arkansas. 
Born at Nashville on April 14, 1913, he attended 
the Nashville High School and was engaged in farm- 
ing and grocery work until entering military service 
on February 2, 1945. Private Smithson had served 
with the National Guard from 1934 to 1936. He was 
assigned to the Infantry and served basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas. Upon the completion of 
his basic training he was assigned to the 20th 
Armored Division and served with this unit the 
remainder of his time in the service. Holder of the 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 1, 1946. 
He and his wife, Mary Kathleen, have three children. 


6.—Chief Yeoman John William Bearden, son of 
Vaona and Hugh B. Bearden, was born May 19, 1919, 
in Hope, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Hope High School. Entering the Coast 
Guard September 11, 1940, he received boot training 
at Coast Guard Depot, Curtis Bay, Maryland. With 
the exception of two months, he served for five and 
a half years at sea on the Coast Guard cutter 
Cypress. He was awarded American Area Campaign 
Ribbon, European Campaign Ribbon, Coast Guard 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon 
with Star, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He 
was still in service at last report. His wife, Carolyn, 
and their children live in Hope, Arkansas. 
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_ 7—Cpl. Jewel V. Moore is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 


Jewel V. Moore of Hope, Arkansas, where he was 
born on November 7, 1926. He attended Hope High 
School until entering the Marine Corps on February 
21, 1944. Upon the completion of boot training at 
El Toro, California, he attended special schools in 


mechanics at Camp Miramar, California, and was 


assigned to the Transportation Division. In Feb- 
ruary, 1945, he was sent to New Caledonia, and 
served there and on Bougainville Island until he 
was sent to China after the end of the war in the 


Pacific. According to last report Corporal Moore 


was stationed at Tsingtao, China, with the Marine 
Detachment. He has been awarded the Honor Badge 
of Efficiency while in this country and holds the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 


8.—Set. Leonard O. Bearden, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James E. Bearden, was born at Hope, Arkansas, 
December 25, 1918. He received his education at 
Hope High School. Entering the Coast Artillery 
October 8, 1941, he received basic training at Camp 
Callan, California, and qualified for chief of section 
8-inch howitzer and received a medal for his pro- 
ficiency in the use of the M-1 rifle. Attached to 
the 267th C.A. Bn. and 435th F.A. Bn., he was sent 
to the Aleutians where he served for almost two 
years. For meritorious service he was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Chaffee, November 11, 1945. 


9—Pvt. Madison Winston Wilson, son of the late 
H. B. Wilson, and Mrs. Ruby Wilson, was born at 
Washington, Arkansas, November 27, 1911, and 
attended Washington High School. Afterwards he 
was employed as manager of the telephone company 
in Washington, Arkansas; document clerk, House 
of Representatives, Washington, D. C.; Capitol Po- 
lice, Washington, D. C.; and postal clerk, House 
of Representatives, Washington, D. C. He entered 
the Army on September 10, 1942, receiving basic 
training at Camp Robinson and later qualifying for 
duty with the military police and as a telegraph 
and telephone lineman. Assigned to the military 
police, he departed from the United States with his 
unit on July 24, 1944, for the European theater and 
served overseas for a total of seven months, seeing 
service in the campaigns of Northern and Western 
France. He was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good Conduct 
Medal, medals denoting proficiency with rifle, 
machine gun and hand grenade and Combat In- 
fantryman’s Award. He was honorably discharged 
at LaGarde General Hospital, New Orleans, on May 
22, 1945. He and his wife, Agnes, are the parents 
of one child. : 


10.—Seaman 1/e Henry Gray Bearden, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James E. Bearden, was born at Washington, 
Arkansas, on May 28, 1924. After completing his 
high school education, he entered the Navy October 
21, 1942, receiving boot training at San Diego, 
California. He attended Gunnery School and qualified 
as gunner. Leaving the United States December 
15, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, he par- 
ticipated in actions off Attu, Aleutian Islands; New 
Guinea, Marshall Islands, Peleiu Islands, and Oki- 
nawa. He was wounded in action off the coast of 
Australia in 1943 and was_ honorably discharged 
from the service at Alameda, California, October 
19, 1945. 


11.—1st Lt. Tilman Bearden, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Buchanon Bearden, was born at Hope, Arkan- 
sas, March 15, 1917. He received his education by 
attending Hope High School, after which he was 
employed as radio technician and motion picture 
projectionist. Entering the Army Air Corps April 
7, 1942, he received basic training at Santa Ana, 
California, Preflight School and at Marana, Arizona; 
primary training, Thunderbird, Phoenix, Arizona; 
and advanced training, Marfa, Texas. He qualified 
for pilot and specialized as twin-engine B-26 in- 
structor and military training instructor. After 
serving on the West Coast and with the Central 


Flying Training Command, he was sent to the 
Mediterranean theater September 10, 1948, where 
he participated in the battle of Italy, invasion of 
France, and air battle over Central Europe. For 
meritorious service, Lieutenant Bearden received the 
Air Medal with 18 Oak Leaf Clusters and Croix de 
Guerre Avec Palme. He was honorably discharged 
July 9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, reverting to inactive 
status. He and his wife, Mary Jo, live in Hope, 
Arkansas, with their children.’ 


12.—T/Sgt. James Aubrey Collier, Jr., son of Lillie 
Eudora Henry and Jesse Aubrey Collier, was born 
February 16, 1922, in Hempstead County, Arkansas. 
He attended Hope High School, afterwards being 
employed by the Magnolia Company as photographic 
room man. Entering the Air Service January 12, 
1943, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, and attended Truck Driving and Me- 
chanical School, qualifying as construction technician. 
Sergeant Collier departed May 2, 1948, for the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for two years and four months. He was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged November 
9, 1945, at San Antonio, Texas, he returned to Hope, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Lois. 


13.—T/5 Harrell H. Collier, son of Lillie Eudora 
Henry and Jessie Aubrey Collier, was born Febru- 
ary 21, 1920, in Hope, Arkansas. He attended Hope 
High School, afterwards being employed at the 303 
Service Station and Sutton & Collier Livestock 
Comm. Company. Entering the Armored Infantry 
Division December 4, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, qualifying as truck driver, 
heavy. He departed October 24, 1942, for the Euro- 
pean Theater of Operations, remaining overseas for 
two years and seven months and participating in 
the campaigns of Algeria-French Morocco, Sicily, 
Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Central 
Europe, and Ardennes. He was wounded in action 
and was awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badg., 
Belgian Citation, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with seven 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart, 
Victory Ribbon, one Service Stripe, five Overseas 
Service Stripes, and Distinguished Unit Badge. He 
served with the 2nd Armored Division. After being 
honorably discharged December 22, 1945, at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, he returned to his home in Hope, 
Arkansas. 


14.—Capt. William L. Bundy is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon F. Bundy of Hope, Arkansas, where he 
was born on April 4, 1918. He attended Hope High 
School and Hendrix College and was manager of the 
Dr. Pepper Bottling Company at Hot Springs until 
entering the Army on March 14, 1942. Assigned to 
the Ordnance Department, he completed his training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and served with the 
4th Air Force in this country until he was sent to 
the China-Burma-India theater in June, 1944. Over- 
seas a total of 18 months, he took part in the India- 
Burma, China Defense, Central Burma and China 
offensive campaigns as a member of the 10th Air 
Force. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with four Battle Stars, American Theater Rib- 
bon and the Victory Ribbon, he was released from 
active duty on February 13, 1946. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, have one child. 


15.—S/Sgt. Thomas Newt Bundy was born at Hugo, 
Oklahoma, on October 31, 1910, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Bundy. He attended Hope High School 
and was superintendent of transportation at Bellows 
Field, Hawaii until entering military service on 
August 3, 1943. He had previously seen service with 
‘he National Guard. Sent to Camp Abbott, Oregon, 
for his basic training, he later went to Heavy 
Equipment Operator’s School and was assigned to 


the 1729th Engineer Battalion. After nine months 
in this country he arrived with his unit in New 
Caledonia in the South Pacific theater and remained 


overseas for a total of 19 months. Taking part in 
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the Luzon campaign, he earned the Asiatic-Pacific ¢ 


Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 17, 1945. His 
wife is the former Jacque Burrows. 


16.—Cpl. Paul S. Erwin, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
William Erwin, was born October 2, 1921, in Hope, 
Arkansas. He attended Hope High School, after- 
wards being employed by the John P. Cox Drug 
Store and J. L. Green Cleaners. Entering the Army 
Air Corps July 17, 1942, he received basic training 
at Clearwater, Florida, and attended Radio School 
at Madison Field, Wisconsin, qualifying as radio 
mechanic, and receiving A.A.F. Technician’s Badge. 
Corporal Erwin departed February 10, 1948, with 
the 2nd Air Force for the Canal Zone and was later 
sent to Puerto Rico. Overseas for a year and a half, 
he was awarded American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and Victory Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged November 27, 1945, at Barks- 
dale Field, Louisiana, he returned to Hope, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Lillie Mae. 


17.—I1st Lt. William A. Delony, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arch P. Delony of 208 South Laurel Street, Hope, 
Arkansas, was born in Hempstead County on July 
11, 1914, graduated from Washington (Arkansas) 
High School, and was engaged in the mercantile 
business prior to entering the Army on December 
23, 1940. Qualified by six years’ service in the 
Arkansas National Guard and basic training at Camp 
Robinson, he later attended Officer Candidate 
School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, and received his com- 
mission. Attached to the 153rd Infantry, 80th In- 
fantry Division, he saw 10 months’ service in the 
Aleutian Islands, later being sent to the Southwest 
Pacific theater. This gallant American was en- 
gaged in some of the fiercest fighting of the war, 
including the Bougainville and Philippine cam- 
paigns, and was killed in action on Cebu Island, the 
Philippines, on May 13, 1945. In recognition of his 
valorous service, Lieutenant Delony was awarded 
the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Battle Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal and the Purple Heart 
(awarded posthumously). He is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Kathleen Collier Delony, and a daughter. 


18.—First Lt. Robert William Reynolds, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Reynolds, was born in 


Little Rock on April 29, 1923, receiving his education 
at Conway High School and Arkansas State Teachers 
College, and entered the Army Air Corps on Sep- 
tember 1, 1942. Following basic training at Maxwell 
Field, Alabama, he later rose to the rank of first 
lieutenant, qualified as a pilot and served as an 
instructor for three years. Among his decorations 
for meritorious service were the American Theater 
Ribbon and the Expert’s award for proficiency in 
aerial gunnery. Lieutenant Reynolds was relieved of 
active military duty on October 14, 1945 at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Helen Cum- 
mings Reynolds, are the parents of one son. 


19.—Sgt. Bob B. Bundy is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon F. Bundy of Hope, Arkansas, where he was 
born on March 11, 1924 He attended Hope High 
School and was employed in the motion picture 
business prior to entering the Army on March 2, 
1943. He completed his Infantry basic training at 
Ft. McClellan, Alabama, and later became a machine 
gun sergeant. Arriving in North Africa ‘in Sep- 
tember 1943, he spent 22 months on foreign service 
and took part in the Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno 
campaigns in Italy and the Southern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns. Wounded twice, 
he is the holder of the Purple Heart with an Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star Medal, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Presidential Unit Citation, European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on August 30, 1945. His 
wife is Nell Jean Bundy. 


20.—T/Sgt. William Dexter Bailey, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William E. Bailey of Hope, Arkansas, was 
born at Holly Springs, Arkansas, May 20, 1918. 
He was educated at Hope High School and was 
assistant manager of a tire and appliance store at 
Hope until entering military service on October 2, 
1942. He completed basic Infantry training at Camp 
Adair, Oregon, and after two years in this country 
was sent to the European theater with his unit, 
Co. F, 272nd Infantry, 69th Division. Overseas 11 
months, he served as a platoon sergeant in the 
Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns and was 
awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, Bronze 
Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal and the European 
Theater Ribbon. He also holds the Expert Medal 
for the rifle and grenade. Sergeant Bailey was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, October 23, 1945. He and his wife, Leonice, 
have one child. 
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Capt. James C. Smith, the son of William E. and Ellen J. Smith 
of Texarkana, was born January 17, 1913, at Texarkana. After 
completing his education at Texarkana High School and Ouachita 
College at Arkadelphia, he was assistant manager of the Stamps 
Auto Company of Stamps, Arkansas, until entering military 
service on July 11, 1942. Trained at Camp Perry, Ohio, Captain 
Smith was staff and supply officer with the 503rd Ordnance 
H.M. Tank Company, which participated in the fighting in Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, the Rhineland and Central Europe. 
Overseas over two years, he counts among his honors the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engage- 
ments, the Meritorious Service Unit Plaque and Expert Marks- 
manship Medals (sub-machine gun, rifle and carbine). He was 
placed on inactive status March 9, 1946. - 





e 
JAMES C. SMITH 








2nd Lt. Alvah Seth Williams, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvah Seth 
Williams of Stamps, Arkansas, was born at Hope, Arkansas, on 
February 25, 1922. After completing his education at Stamps 
High School and Henderson State Teachers College, he enlisted 
in the Marine Corps on July 31, 1942, and was sent to Parris 
Island, South Carolina, for boot training. He was later com- 
missioned at the Marine Corps Officer Candidate School at 
Quantico, Virginia, and attended Scouts and Raiders School 
at Ft. Pierce, Florida. Arriving in Hawaii in August, 1944, as 
a platoon leader with the 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division, 
he saw action at the battle of Iwo Jima with his unit, during his 
10 months overseas. Returning to this country, he was released 
from active duty on August 20, 1945. His wife is the former 
Elizabeth Galloway. They have one child. 





ALVAH 8S. WILLIAMS, JR. 
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Sgt. Buron A. Allen, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Buron A. Allen, Sr., was born 
at Stamps, Arkansas, October 8, 1917. He received his education by 
attending Byrd High School, Shreveport, Louisiana ; Magnolia A. & M. 
College, Magnolia, Arkansas; and Henderson State Teachers College, Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas, after which he was employed by Dunn and Bradstreet 
at Dallas, Texas, and was principal of Dyess High School at Dyess, 
Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Forces June 3, 1943, he received basic 
training at Amarillo Army Air Field, Amarillo, Texas, specializing as 
instructor, information and education. After serving in the United States 
for 16 months, Sergeant Buron was sent to India and saw service in 
China, Central Burma, and India-Burma offensives. In addition to other 
decorations he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and three 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribbon. He received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, December 
13, 1945, returning to Stamps where he lives with his wife, Mary Hilma, 
and their daughter. 






BURON A. ALLEN, JR. 


Capt. Charles Frank Pitts, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Pitts, was born April 
12, 1918, in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He attended Harrisburg High School 
and Ouachita Baptist College, after which he served as a minister. Entering 
the Infantry September 1941, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas, and attended Armored Force School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and 
Chaplain’s School at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
qualifying as chaplain. Serving with the 9th Tank Destroyer Group and 
the 6th Armored Division, Captain Pitts departed May 1, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations. Overseas a year and a half, he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and 
Germany, and spent four and a half months with the Army of Occupation. 
After being honorably discharged November 27, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, he returned to Stamps, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Dorothy, and their child. 





% ey 
CHARLES F. PITTS 


Pfc. Leon Lile Bundy, son of Mr. and Mrs. James M. Bundy, was born 
March 31, 1922, in Springhill, Arkansas. He attended Stamps High School, 
afterwards being employed as a clerk-typist. Entering the Air Corps 
February 18, 1943, he received basic training in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
specializing as fire fighter and qualifying as carbine sharpshooter. After 
serving nearly a year in the United States in the Air Corps and the Corps 
of Engineers, Private Bundy departed November 15, 1943, for England. 
Overseas nearly two years, he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon, 
three Overseas Service Bars, Good Conduct Medal, and World War Il 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged December 1, 1945, at 
Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina, he returned to his home in Stamps, 
Arkansas. 





LEON L. BUNDY 


Lt. Charles Arthur Beasley, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Arthur 
Beasley of Garland, Arkansas, where he was born on March 138, 1918. 
He attended Ouachita College and the University of Arkansas Law School 
and was engaged in the practice of law prior to entering the Navy on 
November 13, 1942. He received his Navy training at the Columbia Mid- 
shipman’s School and qualified for service as a line officer. Lieutenant 
Beasley saw widespread action, participating in the Sicily and Salerno 
invasions in the Italian theater, as well as the battles of Saipan, Guam, 
Lingayen Gulf and Okinawa in the South Pacific area, and the occupation 
of Japan. He was placed on inactive duty at Memphis, Tennessee, No- 
vember 21, 1945. He and his wife, Mary Frances, have one child. 





CHARLES A. BEASLEY, JR. 
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T/Sgt. Roy Z. Kimbell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. Kimbell, was born 
July 6, 1918, at Waldo, Arkansas. Graduating from Waldo High School 
and Draughon’s School of Business of Little Rock, he was employed as 
bookkeeper and timekeeper until entering the Army, Adjutant General’s 
Department, December 14, 1942. He received basic training at Ft. Mc- 
Clellan, Alabama, later attending Radio School at Ft. McClellan and 
qualifying for administrative noncommissioned officer. After over five 
months’ service in the United States, he was sent to Australia on May 6, 
1943, and participated in New Guinea and Southern Philippine campaigns, 
for which he was awarded Battle Stars. Sergeant Kimbell was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 2, 1946. He lives in Waldo, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Betty Lou. 





ROY Z. KIMBELL 


S/Sgt. Fletcher Fay Seymour, son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Seymour, was 
born on April 30, 1913, at Lockesburg, Arkansas. He is a graduate of 
Hope High School and Henderson State Teachers College and was a teacher 
at Burdette, Arkansas, and an inspector of construction at the Mansville, 
Louisiana airport prior to entering the Army on February 8, 1943. Com- 
pleting basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and special training 
at Chillicothe, Missouri, he arrived in England in October, 19438, as an 
administrative specialist with the 469th Sub-depot of the Army Air Corps. 
Overseas a total of 21 months, he was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, the World War II Ribbon, and medals denoting proficiency 
with the carbine, .30 caliber MM gun, M-1 rifle and other weapons. He 
was honorably discharged on November 8, 1945, at Sioux Falls, South 
Kakota. His wife is Francille R. Seymour. 






FLETCHER F. SEYMOUR 


T/Sgt. John Richard Keith, son of Watson Richard Keith and the late 
Maud Black Keith of Patmos, Arkansas, was born at Bussey, Arkansas, on 
February 13, 1920. He completed his education at Stamps High School, 
Stamps, Arkansas, and enlisted in the Army Air Corps on August 1, 1940. 
After serving basic training at Chanute Field, Illinois, he attended Tech- 
nical School there, and became a transportation sergeant. After serving 
four years in this country at Air Corps Technical Schools, he was sent to 
France in November, 1944, and served with the Air Transport Command for 
one year overseas. Sergeant Keith saw action in the Southern France and 
Central Europe campaigns and is the holder of the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. A 
veteran of more than five years of military service, he was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 13, 1945. 





JOHN R. KEITH 


T/5 Homer D. Henderson, son of Ruth and Robert S. Henderson, was born 
April 21, 1911, in Rison, Arkansas. He attended Woodlawn School, after- 
wards being employed under civil service. Entering the Infantry April 3, 
1944, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, where he received 
Sharpshooter’s Medal. Attached to the 354th Infantry, Co. E, 89th Division, 
he departed January 10, 1945, for France, and during his more than a 
year overseas participated in campaigns of Saar Valley and the Rhineland. 
He also served for six months with the Army of Occupation and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon, two Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged Februar) 
13, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Ashdown, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Marie, and their children. 


HOMER D. HENDERSON 
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ERWIN P. YOUNG, JR. 


Aviation Radioman 2/c Kinard W. Young, son of Mr. and Mrs. Erwin P. 
Young, Sr., was born April 27, 1926, in Hope, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Hope High School and attended Marion Institute at Marion Alabama, for 
one year. Entering the Navy in April 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Radio-Radar School at Memphis, 
Tennessee; Gunnery School at Purcell, Oklahoma; and Combat Crew 
Training School at Jacksonville, Florida, qualifying as radio operator- 
gunner. After serving in the United States for a year and nine months, 
he departed in January 1946, for South America and at last report was 
still in service. His home is in Hope, Arkansas. 


BRYANT L. WILLIAMS, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Ellis Bradford, son of Mrs. Sarah Annas Bradford, was born 
at Delight, Arkansas, July 29, 1910. After completing his education at the 
Emmet (Arkansas) schools, he was employed by the Aluminum Ore Com- 
pany at Bauxite, Arkansas, prior to entering the Navy on April 17, 1944. 
He received boot training San Diego, California, and later sailed for the 
South Pacific area. After 15 months of meritorious overseas service, he 
was returned to this country for honorable discharge on December 7, 
1945. at Nashville, Tennessee. Among his awards are listed the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater and the American Theaters Ribbons. He and his wife, 
Mildred Ione, have two children. 





Ens. Erwin P. Young, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Erwin P. Young, Sr., was 
born August 16, 1922, in Junction City, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Hope High School and attended Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas, for 
two years. Entering the Naval Academy in July 1942, Ensign Young 
qualified as naval officer of the line. He departed from the United States 
in August 1945, for Pearl Harbor, and served overseas for four months. 
His home is in Hope, Arkansas. 





KINARD W. YOUNG 


Pfc. Bryant L. Williams, Jr., is the son of Bryant L. Williams of Stamps, 
Arkansas, where he was born on January 10, 1924. He attended Stamps 
High School and Magnolia (Arkansas) A. & M. College prior to entering 
military service on July 2, 1943, receiving his basic training (Infantry) at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, and arrived in England in January 1944. He at- 
tended the American School Center in that country and was assigned 
to Headquarters Company, 121st Infantry, 8th Division. Overseas 18 
months, he took part in the Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns 
and was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Good Conduct 
Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged from the service on March 10, 1946. 





ELLIS BRADFORD 
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Pfc. Ramon F. Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Wilson, was 
born July 5, 1923, at Nashville, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending the Nashville High School and Henderson 
State Teachers College. Entering the Marine Corps in March 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, quali- 
fying as rifleman. After one year’s service in the United States, 
he was sent to the Pacific theater, attached to the 5th Marine 
Division, on November 19, 1944. He was in action at Iwo Jima 
and for meritorious service was awarded the American Defense 
and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons and the Presidential Unit Citation. 
Private Wilson, after serving six months overseas, was honorably 
discharged at Mare Island Navy Yard, California, August 30, 
1945, and now resides at Nashville. 





RAMON F. WILSON 


Ist Lt. Ralph C. Wilson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Wilson 
of Nashville, Arkansas, where he was born on August 23, 1921. 
He was educated at Nashville High School, Riverside Military 
Academy at Gainesville, Georgia, and the University of Arkan- 
sas. Entering the Army Air Corps in February, 1942, he com- 
pleted his training at Ellington Field, Texas, and was com- 
missioned as a navigator. In July, 1943, he was sent to England 
where he was assigned to the famous 8th Air Force. Overseas 
six months, he completed his tour of missions over Europe in the 
B-17 “Spot Remover,” and was awarded the Air Medal with 
four Oak Leaf Clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross and two 
Presidential Unit Citations. Lieutenant Wilson is remaining In 
the Air Force at his own’request and is now serving with the 
Legal Department of the Air Forces at Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
He and his wife, the former Rosemary Girnus, have two children. 





RALPH C. WILSON 
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T/Sgt. Jay Van Toland, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Toland, 
was born at Nashville, Arkansas, September 3, 1921. He received 
his education by attending the Nashville Grade and High Schools 
and the University of Arkansas. He enlisted in the Ordnance 
Department, Army, August 8, 1942. Receiving basic training 
at Camp Perry, Ohio, and attending Ordnance Service School 
at Akron, Ohio, he qualified for chief clerk, Ordnance Depart- 
ment. Attached to 505th Ordnance H.M. Co. TK, he departed 
from the United States January 9, 1944, for England. After 21 
months’ service overseas, including six months with the Army of 
Occupation, and participating in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European campaigns, he was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Sergeant Toland received an 
honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, October 23, 1945, 
and now resides at Nashville. 





JAY V. TOLAND, JR. 





Lt. (j.g.) Frederick F. Ferguson, son of Wallace Carter and 
Ernest Ware Ferguson, was born February 13, 1946, in Nashville, 
Arkansas. He attended Nashville Public Schools, University of 
Arkansas, and University of Arkansas School of Medicine. Enter- 
ing the Naval Reserve April 1942, he was called to active duty 
July 1, 1943, and served in the United States for 20 months as 
medical officer. Departing February 22, 1945, for duty on the 
U.S.S. Suagus, L.S.V. No. 4, Lieutenant Ferguson remained over- 
seas for more than a year and served in the naval force that 
participated in the initial occupation of Japan. He was awarded 
American Area Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Japanese Occu- 
pation Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being 
released to inactive duty May 2, 1946, in Los Angeles, California, 
he returned to Nashville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Janis, and their children. 
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FREDERICK F. FERGUSON 
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GRANVILLE J. FLOYD, JR. 





Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Granville Jasper Floyd, Jr., (Dick), 
son of Granville Jasper Floyd, Sr., and Edna Story Floyd, was 
born November 12, 1920, at Nashville, Arkansas. He attended 
Nashville Grade and High Schools after which he was employed 
as drug store salesman. He enlisted in the Navy August 1, 1940, 
for six years. He received boot training at Naval Training 
Station, San Diego, later attending Hospital Corps School at San 
Diego and Independent Duty School at Portsmouth, Virginia. He 
specialized in general duties in the Hospital Corps, including 
clinical laboratory and medical administrative work. He was 
sent to Naval Operating Base, Argentia, Newfoundland, August 
1941. Returning to the United States, he departed aboard the 
U.S.S. Repose on May 26, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. 
He spent four months with the Repose, acting as temporary base 
hospital at Shanghai, China, which is his present duty station. 
He was awarded the American Theater, Pre-Pearl Harbor, 
Asiatic-Pacific campaign, Four-Year Good Conduct, and World 
War II Victory Ribbons. His wife is the former Dorotha Rhodes. 

His enlistment expires July 31, 1946. ; 





Ist/Sgt. Don W. Chamblin, son of Samuel W. and Mary D. 
Chamblin, was born at Highland, Arkansas, April 7, 1921. He 
graduated from Nashville High School and attended A. & M. 
College at Magnolia. He entered service with the Arkansas 
National Guard on September 19, 1939, and the regular Army 
December 23, 1940, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson. 
Attached to Co. D, 153rd Infantry, 104th Division, he was sent 
to Noma, Alaska, September 22, 1941, serving in that theater 
for over two years and returning to the United States July 15, 
1948. Sergeant Chamblin was then sent to the European- 
African-Middle Eastern theater, attached to the 70th Division, 
on September 10, 1944, where he participated in the Rhineland 
and Central European campaigns, serving succesively with the 
44th Division and aviation cadets. He was taken prisoner 
by German troops in Drusenheim, France, on January 20, 1945, 
and, after marching 150 miles as POW from Nurnberg, 
Germany, was liberated in Moosburg, Germany, by the 7th 
Army Unit, 14th Armored Division, on April 29, 1945. Sergeant 
Chamblin received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge in Novem- 
ber 1944, and the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Defense Ribbon and Bronze Star, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and 
Distinguished Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster. He received 
an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, August 24, 1945, and 
resides with his wife, Margie, and their daughter. 
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- Electrician’s Mate 2/c John Robert Irvin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 


David Campbell Irvin, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, October 
20, 1920. He received his education by attending Nashville Grade 
and High School. After graduating, he enlisted in the Navy 
January 16, 1939, receiving boot training at Naval Training 
School, Norfolk, Virginia, and qualifying for electrician. Mate 
Irvin died on June 30, 1943, as a result of enemy action. He was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and is survived by his 





JOHN R. IRVIN 





Ist Lt. Rufus Edwin Beene, son of Charles Edwin and Ida Waters 
Beene, was born at Lockesburg, Arkansas, November 20, 1915. He 
graduated from Nashville High School and attended Watson’s 
Business College at Nashville and Radio School at Chanute, 
Illinois. Entering the Army Air Corps October 28, 1936, he 
received basic training at Randolph Field, Texas. He received 
his wings at Lake Charles, Louisiana, and further training in 
Dallas, Texas; Reno, Nevada; Wilmington, Delaware, and Miami, 
Florida. After serving in the United States Lieutenant Beene 
was sent to India in January 1940, and was engaged in flying 
troops and supplies into China, when he was killed in a plane 
erash November 13, 1944. Among the decorations he received 
were the Silver Star and the Air Medal. The Air Medal award 
was made upon completion of 150 hours of operational flight 
of transport aircraft. The citation accompanying the award 
ads: “Flying at night as well as by day, at high altitudes over 
impossible, mountainous terrain through areas characterized by 
extremely treacherous weather conditions necessitating long 
periods of operation on instruments, requiring courageous and 
superior performances of his duties to overcome, he accomplished 
his mission with distinction.” His parents reside in Nashville, 
Arkansas. 


[ 824 J 


parents, who live in Nashville, Arkansas. 








RUFUS E. BEENE 





Pfc. Winfred Hayden Ball, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe H. Ball, was born J uly 
9, 1918. He attended Henderson State Teachers College. Entering the 
Army May 3, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, quali- 
fying as Infantry rifleman and receiving Expert Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. Attached to the 86th Infantry Division, he departed Febru- 
ary 20, 1945, for France, and on August 19, 1945, for the Philippine Islands. 
Overseas for nine months, Private Ball participated in the Rhine crossing, 
Hitler’s redoubt, Danube crossing, and Ruhr battle, spearheading part of 
Patton’s 3rd Army drive. After being honorably discharged January 26, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Nashville, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Amy, and their children. 





- WINFRED H. BALL 


Master Aviation Machinist 2/c James Baker Hill, son of John William and 
Nobie Baker Hill, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, July 24, 1911. He 
received his education at Nashville High School and Hendrix College, and 
was owner of the Stag Distributing Company, real estate dealer, and agent 
for Arkansas Fuel Oil Company. He entered the Navy November 11, 1943, 
and received boot training at San Diego, California. Attached to Com- 
mander Service Force, Pacific, he landed in Pearl Harbor December 8, 
1944, and after serving seven months in that theater was honorably dis- 
charged at New Orleans, July 16, 1945. He now lives at Nashville with 
his wife, Faustine, and their children. 





JAMES B. HILL 


T/Sgt. Joel Keith Peek, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Peek, was born at 
Fordyce, Arkansas, September 21, 1920, and received his education by 
attending Nashville High School, graduating in 1938, and the University 
of Arkansas (1942). Sergeant Peek enlisted in the Army Air Corps Feb- 
ruary 5, 1942, and received basic training at 8.A.C.C., San Antonio, Texas. 
He attended Radio Service School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and 
Flexible Gunnery School at Yuma, Arizona, qualifying for radio operator- 
mechanic-gunner. Attached to 44th Bomb. Group, 67th Bomb. Sqdn., he 
served 10 months in the European theater and for meritorious service 
was awarded the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters and the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Bronze Battle Stars. Sergeant Peek received an 
honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, June 6, 1945, and now resides at 
Fordyce with his wife, Mary Lynn, and their chiid. 





JOEL K. PEEK 


illiam E. Schirmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will Schirmer, was born 
eee 8, 1908, at Brownstown, Arkansas. He attended Nashville High 
School, after which he operated a garage and used car business. Inducted 
into the Armed Forces January 13, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Robinson. Attached to 8th Service Command, Reception Center 
supply, he served at Camp Robinson until September 1944, when he moved 
with the Reception Center to Camp Chaffee. Sergeant Schirmer _was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, October 16, 1945. He and his wife, Elizabeth, live in Nashville, 
with their children. 





WILLIAM E. SCHIRMER 
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Fireman 1/c John M. Davis is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Davis of 
Route 3, Nashville, Arkansas. Born at Murfreesboro, Arkansas, January 
24, 1924, he attended Murfreesboro High School and was employed as a 
mechanic until entering the Navy on March 22, 1944. Sent to San Diego, 
California, for boot training, he later attended Basic Engineering and 
Internal Combustion Engine Schools and became a fireman and engineer 
aboard Navy landing craft. Arriving in the South Pacific theater in 
November 1944, he took part in the operations in that theater for almost 
15 months and served in the Philippines and Japan. After three months 
with the Army of Occupation of Japan, he was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, January 31, 1946. 
He and his wife, Lavetta, have one child. 


LESTER H. DUNCAN 


T/Sgt. Charles Leo Duncan, son of Thomas and Viola Duncan of Murfrees- 
boro, Arkansas, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, July 1, 1919. He at- 
tended Murfreesboro High School and business college at Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and was employed as a mail clerk until enlisting in the Army on 
September 11, 1940. Upon completion of basic training at Ft. Douglas, 
Utah, he became a quartermaster supply technician and served two and 
a half years with the 2nd Aviation Supply Company in this country before 
he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in January 1942. He spent 26 
months in that theater and took part in the East Indies, Papuan and New 
Guinea campaigns. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, American Defense 
Service Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged at Ft. McArthur, California, July 15, 1945. 





DOY H. DUNCAN 
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JOHN M. DAVIS 


T/Sgt. Lester H. Duncan, son of Thomas and Viola Duncan of Murfrees- 
boro, Arkansas, was born at Roy, Arkansas, January 8, 1915. Educated 
at the Murfreesboro schools, he was employed as a clerk by the Hendricks 
Drug Company until enlisting in the Army Air Corps on, October 11, 1939. 
He received his basic training at March Field, California, and then at- 
tended the Army Air Force Operations and Clerk’s School, becoming a 
finance clerk. After serving two years in this country with the famous 
19th Bombardment Group and the 41st Bombardment Group, he was sent 
to the China-Burma-India theater in January 1942, and served overseas 
for almost three and a half years. For his long foreign service he was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
American Defense Service Ribbon. A veteran of more than six years of 
Army service, he was honorably discharged at Ft. Dix, New Jersey, Au- 
gust 18, 1945. His wife is Nadine C. Duncan. 





CHARLES L. DUNCAN 


Lt. (j. g-) Doy Hollis Duncan, son of Thomas and Viola Duncan of Mur- 
freesboro, Arkansas, was born in that city on July 26, 1921. He attended 
Murfreesboro High School, Monticello A. & M. College at Monticello, 
Arkansas, and Magnolia A. & M. at Magnolia before entering the Naval 
Air Corps July 9, 1942. He completed basic training at Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, and then received flight training at the Naval Air Stations at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Corpus Christi, Texas. Commissioned as a naval 
pilot he was sent to the Pacific theater in July, 1944, and saw seven 
months of foreign service, taking part in the campaign for Palau and also 
the fighting on Leyte, Mindoro and Luzon in the Philippines as well as 
the second naval battle of the Philippines. Holder of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, he was placed on inactive duty at Terminal Island, San 
Pedro, California, October 3, 1945. 
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LEROY H. COWLING 
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S/Sgt. Leroy Hollis Cowling, son of Mrs. Vergie Cowling, was born at Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, February 15, 1921. After attending Nashville High 
School he became a machinist and welder, working at his chosen vocation 
until called to the colors on October 23, 1942. Trained at Ellington Field, 
Texas, and at Link Trainer Airplane Mechanic School, Gunnery School 
and Gunnery Instruction School, he became an engineer-gunner and was 
sent in the spring of 1944, to the European theater. As a member of the 
lead crew of his squadron, Sergeant Cowling saw desperate action in the 
Southern France, Northern France and Belgium, Germany and European 
offensives. With 24 bombing missions to his credit, Sergeant Cowling holds 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Purple Heart. He was 
honorably discharged September 9, 1945. He and his wife, Helen Marie, 
are the parents of one child. 


Radarman 3/c Denzil P. Holcombe, son of Mrs. Beulah Mae Green of Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, was born at Mineral Springs, Arkansas, January 29, 1918. 
After completing his education at Mineral Springs High School, he was 
engaged in farming until entering the Navy on March 4, 1944. Sent to 
Farragut, Idaho, for his boot training, he was later sent to Radar School 
at San Diego, California, and became expert in the use of radar. After 
six months in this country he was sent to North Africa in September 
1944, and remained overseas for almost 15 months. He was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 14, 1945. He and his wife, 


Perry Corene, have one child. 


HUBERT SHANNON 


1 t Nash- 
. York, son of Mrs. Cecile Edna York, was born a 
vill pieomereh hebeuacy 18, 1924. He received his education 1n the Center 
Point (Arkansas) public schools and was engaged in farming prior to 
entering the Infantry on Novem EERE? 
i ida, and after serving In the Unite ates for 
eee ed ith his unit for England on June 6, 1944, and 
the Northern France, Normandy, Ardennes, 


igns ; hree months after 

i d Central European campaigns. He spent t 
Helos oF ate war with the Army of Occupation. He was twice wounded 
and was awarded the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster, Peete 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the Good Conduct Medal ang a 
) Sergeant York received an honorable discharge 


at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, November 9, 1945. 


eight months, departed Ww 
saw extensive service In 


Marksmanship Medal. 








DENZIL P. HOLCOMBE 


S/Sgt. Hubert Shannon is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Shannon of 
Route 5, Nashville, Arkansas. Born at Nashville on December 9, 1909, 
he completed his education at Nashville High School and was engaged in 
farming until entering military service on March 23, 1942. Sergeant 
Shannon became a member of the Medical Corps and served his basic 
training period at Camp Barkeley, Texas. He also attended the Dental 
Technician’s School at Fitzsimmons General Hospital. After two and a 
half years in this country as a member of the Medical Detachment of the 
195th Quartermaster Bn., he was sent to New Guinea. Overseas 16 months, 
he saw action in the battles of Noemfoor and Mindanoa and was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, January 18, 1946. His wife is Crystal Shannon. 


ber 30, 1943. He received his basic training 





ISAAC H. YORK 


[ 827 ] 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 








\ 7 . c% 


Sgt. Paul Lendon Funderburk, son of Presley Monroe Funderburk, was 
born at Nashville, Arkansas, August 13, 1919. He attended York’s Chapel © 
and Chapel Hill Public Schools and enlisted in the Army in 1939. After 
basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, and special instruction at Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School he became a cook, serving 19 months with the Quar- 
termaster Corps and four years with the Army Air Corps. Arriving in 
Trinidad in the spring of 1941, he was attached to the 408th Fighter Sqdn., 
and remained for more than two and a half years. Sergeant Funderburk 
holds the American Defense Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Carbine 
Marksman’s Medal and the American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged July 19, 1945. He and his wife, Emma Loree, have one child. 





PAUL L. FUNDERBURK 


Pfc. Boyce Lockard Cearley, son of Mattie Mae and Elmore Cearley, was 
born February 8, 1912, in Grapevine, Arkansas. He attended Grapevine 
High School and Judkins Commercial College at Pine Bluff. Entering 
the Infantry and:8th Air Force April 5, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Military Correspondence 
School, qualifying as supply clerk and combat infantryman. Private Cearley 
departed October 12, 1944, for the European-African-Middle Eastern Thea- 
ter of Operations and remained overseas for more than nine months, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of Rhineland and Central Europe. He was 
wounded in action November 18, 1944, and was awarded European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal, Purple Heart, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to his home in Nashville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Delphine, and their two sons. 





BOYCE L. CEARLEY 


S/Sgt. Floyd Edward Shannon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hal Edward Shannon, 
was born at Center Point, Arkansas, July 7, 1922. He received his education 
at Center Point High School and was employed as truck driver until 
enlisting in the Field Artillery, November 5, 1942. Receiving basic train- 
ing at Camp McQuaide, California, he qualified for chief of howitzer sec- 
tions and received a medal as expert with the carbine October 2, 1943. 
Attached to 793rd F.A. Bn., he left the United States for England on April 
4, 1944, and participated in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
Ardennes, and Central European campaigns. He also spent four months 
with the Army of Occupation. For meritorious service he was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and the Bronze Star Medal. Sergeant Shannon 
received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Septem- 
ber 29, 1945, and now resides at Nashville, Arkansas. 





; aes h 
FLOYD E. SHANNON 





Pfc. Alger L. Allen, son of Mrs. Leota Neece Allen of Nashville, Arkansas, 
was born at Nashville on July 15, 1916. He attended Nashville High 
School and was engaged in the advertising business until entering military 
service on October 1, 1942. Assigned to the Army Air Forces, he received 
his basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and then attended Radio 
School at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Private Allen became an X-ray 
technician, and served three years with the Medical Department of the 
Army Air Forces. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Douglas, Utah, 
January 24, 1946. His wife is the former Joan Munn. 


ALGER L. ALLEN 
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SAMUEL P. WILSON 
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[st Lt. Samuel Phil Wilson, son of Hiram Campbell and Elizabeth Watkins 
Wilson of Nashville, Arkansas, was born at Highland, Arkansas, December 
4, 1923. After graduating from Nashville High School in 1941, he became 
bookkeeper for the First National Bank there. He enlisted as aviation 
cadet December 10, 1942, and was inducted into service the following April. 
Trained at the University of Minnesota, Ellington Field, Texas, and San 
Marcos, Texas, Lieutenant Wilson was assigned as navigator with the 
Army Air Forces and eventually participated in the general air offensive 
over Italy, France, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia, 
Roumania and Germany, accomplishing a total of 50 missions and 294 hours 
of combat flying. After his return to the United States he served as an 
instructor at Selman Field, Louisiana, until being placed on inactive status 
in the Officers Reserve Corps, on September 11, 1945, entering University 
of Arkansas the following day to complete his ecucation. Lieutenant Wil- 
son holds the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Battle Stars. 





Chief Shipfitter Alonzo Brice Carruth is the son of Mrs. Effie Montrose 
Carruth of Nashville, Arkansas, where he was born on August 24, 1911. 
He attended Nashville High School and was employed as a theater projec- 
tionist and then by the Municipal Water Works until entering the Navy 
Seabees on August 26, 1943. He had first seen military service with the 
National Guard in 1927. Chief Carruth completed boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, and then attended Seamanship, Cable Splicing and Pontoon 
Schools. He also saw service at Camnp Endicott, and in November 1944, 
was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Overseas a total of more than a year, 
he served in Hawaii and on Guam with the 128th Naval Construction Bn. 
and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to this country and was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 11, 1945. He and his 





wife, Lillian Mary, have one son. 





HUGH B. CARRUTH 


S/Sgt. George Wilson Carruth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Bernard Carruth, 
Sr., was born at Nashville, Arkansas, April An loioee received his educa- 
tion by attending Nashville Grade and High Schools, after which he was 
employed in a cafe. Entering the Army Air Forces October 29, 1941, 
Sergeant Carruth received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
later attended Airplane Mechanics School at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
and Aerial Gunnery School at Tyndall Field, Florida, qualifying for flight 
maintenance gunner and aerial gunnery instructor. ron 
the United States, first, on July 8, 1942, and, second, on May 3, 1943, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific theater and the Aleutian Islands, participating in 
air offensive over Japan and serving in the Aleutian Islands. He was 
awarded American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct and Air Medals, and one Overseas Bar. | 
Sergeant Carruth received an honorable discharge at Separation Center fe as. 
Base, Randolph Field, San Antonio, Texas, October 26, 1945, returning Eee 
to Nashville, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Jean. GEORGE W. CARRUTH 











ALONZO B. CARRUTH 
Maj. Hugh B. Carruth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Bernard Carruth, Sr., 
was born at Nashville, Arkansas, November 10, 1907. He received his 
education by attending Henderson State Teachers College and the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas, after which he was employed as electrical engineer by 
Commonwealth Edison Co., Chicago, and later was city engineer at Nash- 
ville, Arkansas. He enlisted in the Corps of Engineers April 17, 1941, 
receiving basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. He attended the 5th 
Instructor Course, Engineer School, Ft. Belvoir, and Division Officers’ 
Training Course School at Ft. Belvoir, qualifying for 1331, 2162nd Combat 
Engineer Bn. Attached to the 245th Engineer Combat Bn., he departed 
from the United States October 30, 1944, for the European theater and 
was awarded Special Commendation for meritorious achievement in con- 
nection with military operations against the enemy in France, Germany 
and Austria. Among other decorations he also received the Bronze Star. 
He was honorably discharged at St. Louis, Missouri, February 11, 1946, 
and resides at Nashville with his wife, Lois Dana, and their children. 


He departed from 
9 
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CLELL H. McCLURE 


T/Sgt. Marion W. Johnson, son of Mrs. I. R. Johnson, was born at Clio, 
He graduated from the Pine Bluff High School, 
after which he was employed as manager of a retail lumber and building 


Arkansas, April 13, 1912. 
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Lt. Clell Hutson McClure, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Regar McClure, was 


born at Nashville, Arkansas, May 14, 1914. He received his education © 


at Ouachita College and, after graduation, taught school and served as 
coach of football, basketball and track teams. He was inducted into the 
Army June 25, 1941, and received basic training at Camp Callan, California. 
On March 23, 1942, he entered Officer Candidate School and received his 
his commission as second lieutenant June 12, 1942, at Ft. Monroe, Virginia. 
After serving in Panama 13 months, he returned to the States and joined 
the 734th AAA Bn., Ft. Bliss, Texas, later transferring to the Santa Maria 
Army Base, California. He attended Radar Guns AAA School, and was sent 
to the South Pacific area November 10, 1944. He took part in the battles 
of New Guinea and Luzon and was awarded Ribbons of American Defense, 
American Theater, Philippine Liberation with one Bronze Star, and Asiatic- 
Pacific with two Bronze Stars. Lieutenant McClure was honorably dis- 
charged December 14, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and returned to Nashville, 
where he lives with his wife, Eugenia, and one child. 


@« 


material company, and as an architectural draftsman _until entering the 
Armed Forces on June 9, 1942. Serving in the Infantry and Air Corps, he 
received basic training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, specializing as Q.M. 
supply technician, and qualifying for expert rifleman. Serving over three 
years, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, September 14, 1945, and returned to Nashville, 
where he lives with his wife, Clara, and their son. 








MARION W. JOHNSON 


S/Sgt. Floyd D. Bacon, son of Mrs. Florence Bacon, was born November 
19, 1920, at Nashville, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
the Nashville High School, after which he was employed as truckdriver for 
the Stueart Grocery Co. He entered the Army Air Corps on June 8, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and, by attending 
Aerial Gunnery School in England, qualified for engineer-gunner. He also 
received medals for carbine expert and .45 caliber pistol sharpshooter. 
Leaving the United States December 14, 1948, for the European theater, 
Sergeant Bacon participated in the air offensive over Northern France 
and Central Europe. For meritorious service he was awarded the European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. He received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Sep- 
tember 19, 1945, returning to Nashville, where he lives with his wife, 


Stella Ann. 
FLOYD D. BACON 


T/5 James Paul Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Johnson, was born 
November 4, 1925, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended the University 
of Arkansas, afterwards being employed as a clerk. Entering the Ordnance 
Department January 10, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, 
Texas, and attended Small Arms School, qualifying as small arms mechanic. 
Attached to the 88th Ord. A.M. Co., he departed November 22, 1944, for 
England, France, Luxembourg, and Germany, and remained overseas for 
eight months. He participated in campaigns of Rhineland and Central 
Europe, spending three months with the Army of. Occupation, and was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, European-African-Eastern Theater Ribbon, and two 
Bronze Service Stars. After being honorably discharged April 19, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Nashville, Arkansas. 
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Capt. Meredith Preston Davidson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur B. Davidson 
of Nashville, Arkansas, was born May 28, 1920, in Mineral Springs, Ark- 
ansas. He graduated from Nashville High School and Henderson State 
Teachers College, receiving his commission and entered the Army June 1, 
1942, taking special training at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Attached to 43rd Inf. 
Div., 103rd Inf. Regt., he departed October 1, 1942, for the Pacific theater 
and remained overseas for three years. He participated in campaigns of 
Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons, Bismarck Archipelago, and Luzon, Philip- 
pine Islands, being wounded during the battle for Munda airport, New 
Georgia, July 1943. Captain Davidson was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, American Theater, Victory and Occupation 
Ribbons, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He spent eight months as of- 
ficer in charge of Hollywood USO troupes touring the Pacific. He was in 
military intelligence service, War Department, Washington, D. C., accord- 


MEREDITH P. eIDCON ing to last report received. 


T/Sgt. Richard Vincent Beauchamp, son of Mrs. W. A. Beauchamp, was 
born at Nashville, Arkansas, October 18, 1922. He graduated from Nash- 
ville High School and attended University of Arkansas and George Wash- 
ington University. He was employed by the Navy Department in Washing- 
ton prior to entering the Army Air Forces January 27, 1943. Receiving 
basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, he attended Central Signal Corps 
School, qualifying for radio-gunner, B-17, and received Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for his proficiency in the use of the carbine .30 caliber. Attached 
to the 15th Air Force, Sergeant Beauchamp departed from the United 
States October 14, 1944, for the European-African-Middle Eastern theater, 
participating in air combat over the Balkans, Rhineland, North Ardennes, 
and Po Valley. For meritorious service he was awarded four Bronze Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, and the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. 
Returning to the United States August 23, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, October 7, 1945, and now resides at Nash- 
ville. RICHARD V. BEAUCHAMP 









Cpl. Joseph Thomas Moody, son of Mr. and) Mrs lite Moody, was born 
March 31, 1925, at Nashville, Arkansas. He completed his education by 
attending Nashville High School and Texas A. & M. College and entered 
the Infantry August 10, 1948. He received basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, specializing as light machine gunner and clerk, general. After 
eight months’ training, he was sent to Europe April 25, 1944, where he 
participated in the Rome-Arno and North Apennines campaigns. Corporal 
Moody received the Combat Infantry Badge, December 7, 1944, and was 
awarded two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Meritorious Unit 
Insignia. Returning to the United States January 23, 1946, he was 
honorably discharged at St. Louis, Missouri, January 28, 1946, and lives 
in Nashville, Arkansas. 


JOSEPH T. MOODY 


Capt. Rufus Eugene Hallmark, son of Robert Frank and Laura Mearl Hall- 
mark, was born March 9, 1918, at Nashville, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
eation at Nashville High School and Ouachita College, after which he was 
employed by the Coca-Cola Bottling Co., and as a postal clerk at Nashville. 
He volunteered for service February 7, 1941, recelving basic training at 
Camp Robinson and later accompanied the 153rd Infantry to Alaska in Nie 
After eight months’ service he returned to the United States to atten¢ 
Officer Candidate School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, and received his commis- 
sion August 5, 1942. He was attached to the 339th Infantry, 85th Division, 
and later attended Cannon School. With his unit, he sailed for the Lene 
theater early in 1944, and saw extensive action In the bodes NORTE 

Apennines and Po Valley campaigns during the 18 months he ent in 
that area. Holder of the Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman’s pets he sae 
ican Defense, American Theater, and European Theater Ribbons w it] t ie 
Battle Stars, Captain Hallmark returned to the States and was placec on , 
inactive status at Jefferson Barracks, Missourl, September 31, 1945. RUFUS E. HALLMARK 
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BOYD A. TACKETT 


S/Sgt. Milton Z. Chesshir, son of Mrs. Lillie Chessir of Route 5, Nashville, 
Arkansas, was born at Center Point, Arkansas, December 16, 1919, and 
attended grade school at Blue Bayou and York’s Chapel and high school 
at Dierks, all in Arkansas. At the time of his induction into Army service 
on February 1, 1944, he was engaged in farming near Nashville. After 
completing basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, he accompanied his 
Infantry unit to the European theater in August, 1944, and was engaged 
in the fighting on that front. On January 5, 1945, this gallant American 
was killed in action after five months of overseas duty. For valiant service, 
Sergeant Chesshir was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Stars denoting the engagements in which he participated, the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Expert Rifleman’s Medal and the Purple Heart, 
which was awarded posthumously. He is survived by his wife, Evelyn 
Chesshir, of Route 5, Nashville, Arkansas. 


BARNARD S. CLARDY 


T/5 James L. Clardy, son of Mrs. Nannie Clardy, was born August 25, 
1923, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended York’s Chapel, Center Point, 
and Nashville schools, afterwards being engaged as a machinist and general 
farmer. Entering the Army Ground Forces (A.A.A., AW Bn.) January 
19, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Haan, California, and attended 
Mechanics’ School, qualifying in truck driving and receiving Driver’s 
Medal and Expert’s Medal. He served with the 463rd (A.A.A.) AW Bn. and 
departed November 5, 1943, for the European Theater of Operations, 
remaining overseas for a year and two months. He participated in the 
campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, and Rhineland, and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged No- 
vember 18, 1945, at Dodd Field, San Antonio, Texas, he returned to Nash- 
ville, where he lives with his wife, Mary Jo. 





Cpl. Boyd Anderson Tackett, son of John and Myrtle Tackett of Nashville, 
Arkansas, was born at Black Springs, Arkansas, May 9, 1911. He attended 
Glenwood High School, Arkansas Tech, Ouachita College, and completed 
his education at the University of Arkansas Law School. A lawyer since 
1935, he was a member of the Arkansas Legislature from 1937 until 1940, 
and was a prosecuting attorney until entering military service November 
4, 1943. Trained at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, Corporal Tackett later at- 
tended the Judge Advocate General’s School and served with the Signal 
Corps and the Claims Department throughout his one year of military 
service. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston on November 4, 
1944. He and his wife, the former Norma Armstrong, have two children. 






MILTON Z. CHESSHIR 


Ship’s Cook 3/c Barnard S. Clardy, son of Mrs. Nannie Clardy, was born 
June 19, 1926, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended York’s Chapel, Center 
Point, and Nashville schools, afterwards being engaged as a general 
farmer and an aviation metalsmith. Entering the Navy March 9, 1944, 
he received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, qualifying as cook. He 
served for four months in the United States and departed May 12, 1944, 
for the Pacific islands and remained overseas for a year and 10 months. 
He participated in the capture of the Marianas Islands. After being honor- 
ably discharged May 15, 1946, at Norman, Oklahoma, he returned to his 
home in Nashville, Arkansas. 


Sa 
seRings 


CLARDY 
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S/Sgt. Oneal Davidson, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Davidson, was born at 
Center Point, Arkansas, November 9, 1919. He received his education by 
attending Longview and Center Point Public Schools, afterwards being 
engaged in farming and trucking. Entering the Army Air Corps on October 
7, 1941, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and by 
attending Casey Jones School, Newark,-New Jersey; B-25 School, Ingle- 
wood, California; and B-29 School at Seattle, Washington, he qualified for 
airplane mechanic. After over four years’ service he received an honor- 
able discharge at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, on November 29, 1945. He 
lives in Nashville, Arkansas, with his wife, Marjorie. 





ONEAL DAVIDSON 


Pfc. Joe R. Propps, son of Mattie M. and Clarence C. Propps, was born in 
Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Nashville High School, afterwards 
being employed as a motion picture projectionist. Entering the Infantry 
June 2, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, 
qualifying as combat infantryman and motion picture projectionist. At- 
tached to Co. D, 126th Bn., he departed December 19, 1944, for Leyte, 
Philippine Islands. Overseas more than a year, he participated in Southern 
Philippine and Ryukyus campaigns, being wounded in action and spending 
five months with the Army of Occupation in Hokkaido, Japan. Private 
Propps was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze 
Service Stars and Bronze Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and 
the Purple Heart. After being honorably discharged April 6, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in Nashville. 





JOE R. PROPPS 


S/Sgt. Clarence C. Propps, Jr., son of Clarence C. and Mattie M. Propps, 
was born at Nashville, Arkansas, May 3, 1921. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Nashville public schools. Sergeant Propps entered 
the Army Air Force September 20, 1940, leaving the States November 
of that year for Puerto Rico, where he received his basic training and 
qualified as Army supply NCO. Returning to the States in December 
He saw service in the Battle of the Bulge and received citations for meri- 
1942, he spent 14 months before sailing for England in January 1944. 
torious service performed in that sector. Returning to the States he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, June 22, 1945, and 


lives in Nashville. 





CLARENCE C. PROPPS, JR. 


Ist Lt. Lawrence Clay Honeycutt, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence C. 
Honeycutt, Sr., was a May 15, 1922, in Nashville, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Nashville Public Schools. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps August 5, 
1942, he was a senior in Hendrix College at Conway, Arkansas, when 


i ervice January 1943. He was commissioned and received 
Pee Tenn-engine Pilot Samol: George Field, I]linois, qualifying as 
pilot, B-29 Super-fortress. Assigned to Lockbourne Field for heavy bomber 
training, he was sent to Alamogorda, New Mexico, and later to Grand 
Island, Nebraska. Departing June 28, 1945, for Guam, Lieutenant Honey- 
cutt was pilot of a B-29 of the 502nd Group, 315th Bombing Wing, any 
completed eight missions over Japan, including all-night bombing attacks, 
and -was-.awarded the Air Medal. He was. killed ina crash, on Saipan in 
the Marianas Islands August 27, 1945, during a mercy mission of carrying 
food, clothing, and medical supplies to American prisoners of war. ree 
tenant Honeycutt is survived by his parents, who live in Nashville, Ark- 


ansas. 





L. C. HONEYCUTT, JR. 
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WILLIAM C. TYNDALL 


Seaman 1/e Robert Walker Tyndall, son of Rachel and William E. Tyndall, 
was born July 19, 1927, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Nashville 
High School and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Navy July 16, 
1945, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and departed 
in December 1945, for Manila. Seaman Tyndall spent seven months in 
the Philippines and was honorably discharged July 16, 1946, in Memphis, 


Tennessee. 
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JOHN B. ROBERSON 


S/Set. James R. Steel, son of Mrs. George R. Steel, was born January 16, 
1920, in Ashdown, Arkansas. He attended Henderson State Teachers Col- 
liege and George Washington University Law School, afterwards being 
engaged as a clerical employee of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Entering the Medical Department October 9, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Lee, Virginia, qualifying as administrative noncommissioned 
officer. Sergeant Steel served for a year in the United States attached to 
227th General Hospital and departed January 18, 1945, for LeHavre, 
France. Remaining overseas for a year and three months, he participated 
in the battle of the Rhineland. After being honorably discharged March 
31, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Nashville, Ark- 
ansas, where he lives with his wife, Daisy, and their daughter. 
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Ist Lt. William C. Tyndall, son of William E. and Rachel Christine Tyndall, 
was born at White Cliffs, Arkansas, February 7, 1922. He received his _ 
education by attending Nashville High School and A. & M. College at — 
Magnolia, Arkansas. He entered service with the National Guard, 153rd 
Infantry, December 17, 1939, and was inducted into the regular Army on 
December 23, 1940, with the 153rd Inf., Ark. Co. D, later transferring to 
the Air Corps. He received basic training at Ellington Field, Texas, and, 
after attending Aircraft Armorer and Flying School qualified for pilot. 
After serving in the United States for four years, Lieutenant Tyndall was 
sent to India and Burma, where he participated in the Burma campaign 
for which he was awarded the C-B-I Campaign Ribbon, Distinguished 
Flying Cross and Air Medal, and American Defense Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, July 24, 1945, and now resides at 
Nashville, Arkansas. 
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ROBERT W. TYNDALL 


Cpl. John Bell Roberson, son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Roberson, was born 
September 21, 1921, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended the University 
of Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps February 13, 1943, he received basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Crytographic School at 
Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as crytographic technician and group 
operations clerk. Corporal Roberson served for nearly two years in the 
United States with the 29th Bomb Group (VH) and departed in December 
1944, for Guam and the Marianas Islands. Overseas for a year, he -par- 
ticipated in the Western Pacific campaign and the aerial offensive against 
Japan. He was honorably discharged December 24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and returned to his home in Nashville, Arkansas. 


JAMES R. STEEL 
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PLATE 77 


1.—T/4 William H. Cassady, son of Richard Cassady 
of Nashville, Arkansas, was born at Nashville on 
November 22, 1915, and completed his education 
at Nashville High School. He was engaged in 
farming until he entered military service on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1942. Sergeant Cassady served his basic 
training period at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and 
became a medical technician. He was_ stationed 
for two years at the Station Hospital at Camp Rob- 
inson and in April 1944, he was sent to Ascension 
Island in the South Atlantic, where he remained for 
more than 17 months. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 26, 1945, 
and reenlisted that same day for three years with 
the Regular Army in the European Theater of 
Operations. 


2.—T/4 Calvin Eugene Cassady is the son of Calvin 
J. Cassady of Nashville, Arkansas. Born at Nash- 
ville on July 17, 1920, he attended the Nashville High 
School and was employed as a saw filer until enter- 
ing military service on November 7, 1942. Assigned 
to the Air Force Ordnance Department, he received 
his basic training at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and 
became a supply clerk. In May 1943, he was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater with his unit, the 1749th 
Ordnance Company. Overseas a total of 31 months, 
he saw action in the Bismarck Archipelago, Northern 
Solomons and New Guinea campaigns and won the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, on December 
23, 1945. His wife is Rose Marie Cassady. 


3.—Capt. Richard H. Cassady is the son of Richard 
L. Cassady of Nashville, Arkansas, where he was 
born on October 24, 1922. He attended Nashville 
High School and entered the Army Air Corps on 
January 1, 1942. He completed his basic training 
at Sheppard Field and Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
served as a mechanic until he was selected to attend 
cadet schools, where he later became a fighter pilot. 
In October 1943, Captain Cassady was sent to the 
European theater where he remained for 17 months 
with the 9th Air Force. He took part in the fighting 
during the air offensive against Europe, the in- 
vasions of France and the Low Countries and the 
fighting of the Seigfreid Line and the Battle of the 
Bulge. He holds the Distinguished Flying Cross 
with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air Medal with 14 
Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Unit Citation and 
the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in France in 
July, 1944, and the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the 
pistol, rifle and sub-machine gun. He was honorably 
discharged November 8, 1945, at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana. He and his wife, Daisy, now make their 
home in Nashville. 


4.—T/5 Charlie R. Cassady is the son of Calvin J. 
Cassady of Nashville, Arkansas, where he was born 
October 29, 1924. Educated at Nashville High School, 
he was engaged in farming until entering the Army 
on May 4, 1943. After completing his basic training 
at Camp Callan, California, he attended Communica- 
tion School and became a_ switchboard operator. 
In November 1944, he was sent to the European 
theater with his unit, the 788th Field Artillery 
Battalion, and saw action with this unit in the 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 
16 months, he was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars and is qualified to 
wear the Sharpshooter’s Medal. Corporal Cassady 
served almost a year with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany and was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, April 1, 1946. 


5.—Signalman 3/c Wesley Julian Cassady, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Julian Cassady, was born at 
Nashville, Arkansas, March 30, 1925. He received his 
education by attending the Rock Hill Grade School 
and Nashville High School, and was employed as 





* 


farmer until entering the Navy on June 19, 1942. 
Receiving boot training at San Diego, he attended 
Signalman’s School in Chicago and qualified for 
signalman. After six and a half months’ service in 
the United States, he saw service in American, 
European, and Asiatic-Pacific waters for which he 
received, among other decorations, the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater, American Defense and European 
Theater of Operations Ribbons. Serving more than 
two years overseas, Signalman Cassady received an 
honorable discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, Sep- 
tember 26, 1945. 


6.—Pfe. Ramon H. Cassady, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Julian Cassady, was born at Nashville, Ark- 
ansas, January 30, 1922. He received his education 
by attending the Rock Hill Grade School and Nash- 
ville Grade School, after which he was engaged in 
farming. Private Cassady enlisted in the Army Air 
Force in October 1942, receiving basic training at Ft. 
Riley, Kansas, and qualifying for military police. 
Attached to the 1059th Military Police Bn., he de- 
parted from the United States in June 1948, for 
England, and served over two years in the European 
Theater of Operations. He was awarded the 8th 
Air Force Unit Citation and was honorably dis- 
charged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, October 30, 
1945. 


7.—Pfe. Robert Lee Cassady, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert S. Cassady, was born June 27, 1921, at 
Hopper, Arkansas. He _ attended Nashville High 
School, Corinth School, York’s Chapel School, Okay- 
Saratoga School, Henderson State Teachers College, 
and University of Florida. Entering the Chemical 
Warfare Service January 19, 1948, he received basic 
training at Camp Sibert, Alabama, and later at- 
tended University of Florida, specializing for 
Chemical Engineer. After serving 18 months in the 
States, he departed June 27, 1944, for England, and 
participated in the campaign of Northern France. 
Private Cassady served 18 months overseas and 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater of Operations, European Theater of Oper- 
ations, Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations, and 
Philippine Liberation, and Victory Ribbons. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 26, 
1946, returning to Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Margaret. 


8.—Pfe. Elvin Hill Cassady, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Julian Cassady, was born at Nashville, Ark- 
ansas, September 12, 1920. He received his educa- 
tion by attending the Rock Hill Grade School and 
Nashville High School, after which he was engaged 
in farming. Enlisting in the Infantry on August 13, 
1941, he received basic training at Camp Cook, 
California. After three years’ service in the United 
States, he was sent to England on February 28, 
1944, with the 5th Armored Division and saw action 
with this organization from Normandy into Germany. 
He was killed by mortar fire in Germany on April 
22, 1945. Private Cassady was posthumously 
awarded Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, and the Purple 
Heart. His wife, Juanita, resides at Nashville, 
Arkansas. 


9.—Radioman 3/e Sam Gilbert Cassady, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Julian Cassady, was born at Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, February 6, 1918. Receiving his 
education by attending Rock Hill Grade School and 
Nashville High School, he was engaged in farming 
until enlisting in the Navy on February 6, 1939. 
He received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, 
qualifying for radioman. Serving with the Asiatic 
Fleet for over a year in American waters, Radioman 
Cassady departed for the Pacific theater in April 
1940, and participated in the battles of Nakassar 
Straits and Java Sea. He was killed in action on 
February 27, 1942. 
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Pharmacist’s Mate 1/c William W. Gardner, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
G. Gardner, was born October 15, 1924, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended 
Center Point Grade School and Nashville High School, afterwards being 
engaged in construction work. Entering the Navy July 23, 1942, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Hospital Corps 
School and Landing Craft School. He departed August 12, 1943, for the 
South Pacific and Asiatic-Pacific theaters and remained overseas more 
than two years, participating in campaigns of the Gilberts, Saipan, Mar- 
shalls, Anguar, Leyte, Mindoro, Okinawa, and Sulu Sea (surface and air 
engagements). He was wounded in action at Saipan and received the Purple 
Heart and Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged January 6, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he reenlisted in the Navy January 17, 1946. 





WILLIAM W. GARDNER 


Sgt. Hozzie Smith is the son of John Wesley and Winnie Smith of Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, where he was born August 17, 1919. He was educated in 
the Longview and Center Point schools and enlisted in the Army on October 
1, 1940. Sergeant Smith served his basic training at Ft. Ord, California, 
and became an Infantry squad leader. In October 1942, he was sent to 
North Africa. Overseas 15 months, he served with the 15th Infantry 
throughout the hard-fought battles in North Africa, Sicily and Southern 
Italy. He was severely wounded and was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Combat Infantryman Badge. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 6, 1946. His wife is Wilma Lucille Smith. 





HOZZIE SMITH 


Sgt. Austin Neal Hale, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin Perrin Hale of Nash- 
ville, Arkansas, was born at Dierks, Arkansas, August 28, 1923. He re- 
ceived his education in the Center Point (Arkansas) public schools, after 
which he was employed in construction work. He entered the Army Air 
Corps on February 23, 1943, receiving basic training at Keesler Field, Mis- 
sissippi, and later by attending service schools at Madison, Wisconsin, 
and Boca Raton, Florida, he qualified as radar mechanic. Attached to the 
Western Training Command, he left the United States on June 1, 1944, for 
the European theater, and saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European campaigns. Sergeant Hale 
received the American Theater and European-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bons and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana, on November PeI4 5: 





AUSTIN N. HALE 


° . Woodruff, son of Lana and James Ace Woodruff, was born 
=e aaa Hee in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Nashville High 
School and Whitehaven School of Aeronautics. Entering the Marine Corps 
July 6, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and re- 
ceived Expert Rifleman’s Medal, Pistol Sharpshooter’s Medal, Machine Gun 
Expert’s Medal, Swimming Medal, and Bayonet Medal. Attached to Re- 
placement Battalion, Sergeant Woodruff departed in January 1943, for 
two and a half years of overseas service. He participated in campaigns 
of Bougainville, Guam, Marianas Islands, and Okinawa, Ryukyus Island, 
being wounded in action June 4, 1945. He was awarded American Defense 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Navy Unit Citation, Presidential | | 
Unit Citation, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Rees | , 
After being honorably discharged April 27, 1946, at Camp LeJeune, North > Se, 
Carolina, he returned to Nashville, Arkansas, where he lives with his a s 
wife, Minnie Bell, and their child. Tae ae 





[ 837 ] 





a.) 


— 


The FIGHTING MEN o 


: : 
' ’ pmo 
% Slt lhe Rea el ir 





MALCOLM N. De CAMP 


Aviation Cadet Malcolm Neil De Camp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jean L. De 
Camp of Texarkana, was born at Beloit, Wisconsin, April 14, 1922. He was 
a graduate of Texarkana High School and attended Texarkana Junior Col- 
lege and University of Arkansas. Enlisting in the Air Corps Reserve in 
September 1942, he was called to active duty in February 1943, while a 
junior at the University. Receiving basic training at Enid Army Flying 
School, Enid, Oklahoma, he later attended schools at Oklahoma A. & M. 
College; Sheppard Field, San Antonio, and Corsicana, Texas, after 
which he returned to Enid Field. Cadet De Camp was one of three cadets 
killed in a mid-air collision of two training planes near their base at Enid 
on January 28, 1944, while he and his pilot observer were on a routine 
instrument check ride. General H. H. Arnold, commanding officer of the 
Air Forces, sent his mother his silver wings in honor of his memory. Cadet 
De Camp’s memory was further perpetuated by a donation to the Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Crippled Children at Dallas by L. P. Reiss of the 
Southwestern Gas and Electric Company. The Texarkana unit of the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary placed a copy of the book “I Wanted Wings,” in the 
library of the State Sanatorium at Booneville in his memory. His mother 
was presented with a Gold Star Mother’s pin and a memorial engraved 
certificate by Kappa Sigma Fraternity, which was Cadet De Camp’s 
fraternity at the University of Arkansas. Cadet De Camp was a member 
of the Order of DeMolay and of the “25” Club at Texarkana Junior College, 
as well as a member of the First Methodist Church and the first captain 
of the Texarkana Squadron, Sons of the American Legion. His parents 
received the American Legion Gold Star Citation which stated: “By virtue 
of an act of the National Executive Committee of the American Legion, 
approved May 1, 1942, this Gold Star Citation, emblem of devotion to duty 
is awarded to the next of surviving kin of Malcolm Neil De Camp, who 
died while a member of the Armed Forces of the United States of America 
in the war period beginning December 7, 1941. This death occurred so that 
others might live.’”” Cadet De Camp is survived by his parents and three 
sisters, Mrs. C. H. Parrott of Hope, Arkansas, and Helen Patricia and 
Alys Jo of Texarkana. 
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DANIEL M. JEFFUS, JR. 


Capt. Edison D. Jeffus, son of Daniel Myron and Mary Edith Jeffus, was 
born January 12, 1922, at Texarkana, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Texarkana High School and Arkansas A. & M. College, 
Magnolia, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Corps August 1, 1942, he 
received basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, and later attended 
Weather Observer’s School, MacDill Field, Florida, and Meteorology A, 
A.A.F.T.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, qualifying for weather officer. After serving in the United States 
14 months, Captain Jeffus was sent to England October 6, 1943, and 
participated in the air offensive over Europe, Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe. He was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Unit Citation and, after serving over two years overseas, re- 
turned to the States November 7, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, January 17, 1946. He lives in Texarkana. 





JACK W. ALLEN 


Set. George S. Brewer, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Brewer, was born 
Reser ber 13, 1913. Entering the Army November 20, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson and was assigned to the Public Relations 
Office where he edited the camp paper. Departing March 14, 1944, for the 
European theater, he served with the P.R.O. for 1st, 3rd, and 9th Armies. 
Arriving in Normandy July 15, 1944, Sergeant Brewer wrote newspaper 
releases and radio scripts; followed 12th Army Group to Paris and Theims ; 
covered supply and engineer operations for Rhine crossing at Wesel, Ger- 
many ; and wrote news releases on the building of first railroad bridge across 
the Rhine River at Wesel to supply 9th Army and Ist British Army. He 
transferred to Paris with P.R.O., Hq., Communications Zone, and later to 
Battery D, 129th A.A.A. Gun Bn., for return to the United States. He 
received combat participation credits for 


ern France, Central Europe, an Ce : hens aa 
charged December 11, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His home 


is in Texarkana. 
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Ens. Daniel Myron Jeffus, Jr., son of Daniel Myron and Mary Edith Jeffus, 
was born October 2, 19238, at Texarkana, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Texarkana, Arkansas, High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College, Magnolia, Arkansas. Entering the Navy Air Corps November 5, 
1942, he received boot training at Louisiana State Normal College, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, later attending Flight reparatory School, Natchi- 
toches; CPT-WTS, Arkansas Tech, Russellville, Arkansas; Pre-flight, Del. 
Monte, California; Primary, Hutchinson, Kansas; Intermediate, Corpus 
Christi, Texas; Advanced, Pensacola, Florida; and Operations, Jackson- 
ville, Florida. He qualified for pilot, bombing, fighting. After serving 
two and a half years he was sent to Hawaii August 4, 1945, for four 


- months’ overseas service. Ensign Jeffus was awarded the American Thea- 


ter, Asiatic-Pacific Theater and Victory Ribbons and received an honorable 
discharge at Naval Personnel Separation Center, Memphis, November 15, 
1945. He lives in Texarkana. 





EDISON D. JEFFUS 


Capt. Jack Warren Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Guy Allen of Texar- 
kana, was born at De Ridder, Louisiana, March 11, 1925. After completing 
his education at Texarkana High School, he was employed as a salesman 
at Morse and Ferguson’s store until entering the Air Corps on February 
10, 1943. He received his training at Kelly Field, Texas, and arrived with 
his unit in New Guinea in September 1944. Overseas 14 months, this 
young officer served as operations officer for his squadron throughout the 
New Guinea, Philippines and Ryukyus campaigns and the air offensive 
against Japan. Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air 
Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, he was relieved from active duty on 
December 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


the battles of Normandy, North- 
d the Rhineland, and was honorably dis- 
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Ist Lt. Edgar R. Smith, son of William E. Smith, was born at Texarkana 
on October 2, 1917. After completing his education at Texarkana High 
School and Ouachita College, he entered the Army Air Corps in June, 
1942. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, he later attended 
Flight School at Sioux City, Iowa, where he was commissioned as a pilot. 
After three years in this country, he arrived in the European theater in 
January 1945, and took part in the Ardennes, Central Germany, and the 
Rhineland campaigns. He also served five months with the Army of 
Occupation in Germany. Holder of the Sharpshooter’s Medal, Mosley 
Medal of Honor, Air Medal with three Battle Stars, he was placed on 
inactive status on December 3, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
Lieutenant Smith and his wife, Irene, are the parents of one child. 





EDGAR R. SMITH 


Ist Lt. Milford Bertrand Hopkins was the son of Mrs. Annetta C. Hopkins 
and the late Charles Hopkins of Dallas, Texas. He was born at Wirt, Okla- 
homa on January 29, 1917, and moved to Arkansas in March, 1941. He 
was graduated from East Texas State Teachers Demonstration School 
and received his B.S. degree in 1939. Entering the Air Force in December 
1942, he trained at the Meteorology School of New York University and 
at Navigation School, San Marcos, Texas. In April 1944, he was sent to 
England where he took part in reconnaissance flights over enemy territory. 
This brave flyer was killed in action on November 22, 1944, and is buried 
at the Cambridge American Military Cemetery, Cambridge, England. His 
wife has received his Purple Heart Medal; and the Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters which he was posthumously awarded, was presented to 
his son, Charles Rey Hopkins, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. His wife is 
the former Vera Ellen Kilpatrick. 





MILFORD B. HOPKINS 


S/Sgt. W. J. Callaway, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Richard Callaway, was 
born October 22, 1919, at Idabel, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1928. 
He received his education by attending schools in Kullituklo, Okla- 
homa; Arden, Arkansas; Richmond, Arkansas, and North Heights High 
School in Texarkana, Arkansas. Enlisting in the Army October 1938, he 
received basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and later attended 
Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and Radio Service School, qualifying for squad 
leader and communication sergeant. Sergeant Callaway was stationed at 
Ft. Sam Houston four years, taking part in all Louisiana maneuvers and 
receiving airborne troop training and commando training. Departing from 
the United States September 27, 1943, for Northern Ireland, he participated 
in the Normandy invasion and was killed in action June 18, 1944. He was 
awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Expert Rifle Marksmanship 
Badge, Purple Heart (posthumously), Good Conduct Ribbon, European 

Bef es Theater Ribbon, and Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon. His wife, Mrs. Ruby 
w. J. CALLAWAY Callaway, lives at Texarkana. 





Cpl. Leo Bryant, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thad A. Bryant, was born at Texar- 
kana, and after graduating from Texarkana High School in 1927, he 
worked for the United States Forestry Service and owned a newsstand. 
Entering the Army Air Corps on June 19, 1942, he was sent to Sheppard 
Field, Texas, for basic training and later to Mechanics School, Douglas 
Aircraft, Long Beach, California. He arrived in England in May 1948, 
with the 384th Bomber Group and saw 27 months of overseas service, 
participating in the general air offensive and the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central European campaigns. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, Distinguished Unit 
Badge and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged on 
October 5, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





LEO BRYANT 
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Machinist’s Mate 3/c Joe Allen Birts, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Birts, 
Sr., of 2201 Pecan Street, Texarkana, was born at Texarkana on November 
19, 1921. He attended Texarkana High School and was employed by the 
Southwestern Gas and Electric Company until entering the Navy on July 
31, 1942. Mate Birts served boot training at San Diego, California, and 
then attended Machinist School. In January 1948, he was sent to New 
Caledonia. In two tours of foreign service, he has seen action at Bougain- 
ville, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. Overseas a total of almost 30 months, he 
has served on Saipan and in Japan, and holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged on January 5, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 






JOE A. BIRTS, JR. 


Coxswain James Preston Birts is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Birts, 
Sr., of 2201 Pecan Street, Texarkana. Born at Texarkana on July 17, 
1924, he was educated at Texarkana High School and entered the Naval 
service on August 4, 1943. Coxswain Birts served boot training at San 
Diego, California, and then attended the landing craft school. In July, 
1944, he was sent to the Southwest Pacific theater and remained overseas 
20 months. He took part in the invasion of Peleliu and Anguar in the 
Palau Islands and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, the 
American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged March 20, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 





JAMES P. BIRTS 


2nd Lt. James Louis Barefield, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Marshall Bare- 
field, was born at Texarkana, Arkansas, July 24, 1925. He received his 
education by attending Texarkana Public Schools and University of 
Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Forces May 22, 1943, he received basic 
training at Miami Beach, Florida, later attending Pilot Training Schools 
and qualifying for pilot, single-engine plane. After serving 29 months 
with Central and Eastern Training Commands, Lieutenant Barefield was 
honorably discharged October 28, 1945, at Maxwell Field, Alabama. He 
lives in Texarkana. 


i‘. 


JAMES L. BAREFIELD 


Bobby Jean Birts, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Birts, was born 
Feary he 1927 tts Texarkana, Arkansas. He graduated from Texarkana 
High School. Entering the Navy January 20, 1945, he received boot ae 
ing at San Diego, California, and served for more than a year and a ae 
in the United States in ship’s service. Seaman Birts was honorably he 
charged July 30, 1946, at Terminal Island, San Pedro, California. is 
home is Texarkana, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Elizabeth. 





BOBBIE J. BIRTS 
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1.—S/Segt. George C. Davis, son of Mrs. Mollie E. 
Davis, was born November 7, 1920, in Newport, 
Arkansas. He attended Newport Elementary School 
and Brinkley High School. Entering the Army Air 
Force July 7, 1942, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Radio Operator 
and Radio Mechanic School at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, qualifying as I.F.F. mechanic and air_ crew 
radio operator. After serving in the United States 
for a year and eight months with the 333rd Bomb 
Group (H), Sergeant Davis departed March 8, 1944, 
for Brendisi, Italy, and remained overseas for a 
year and eight months with the 484th Bomb Group 
(P). He participated in campaigns of Rome-Arno, 
Po Valley, Northern Apennines, Southern France, 
Northern France, and Rhineland, and the air combat 
over the Balkans. After being honorably discharged 
November 6, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
he returned to his home in Brinkley, Arkansas. 


2.—Set. R. S. Martin, Jr., son of Mrs. Inez Donally, 
was born August 27, 1923, in Camden, Arkansas. 
He attended Texarkana (Arkansas) Junior and Sen- 
ior High Schools and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering the Marine Corps March 1, 1943, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended Radio School and Assault Training School, 
specializing in Infantry radio communications. After 
serving in the United States for 10 months with 
the 4th Marine Division, Sergeant Martin departed 
January 13, 1944, for a year and nine months of 
overseas combat duty. He participated in campaigns 
of Roi-Namur in the Marshall Islands, Saipan, 
Tinian in the Marianas, and Iwo Jima in the Volcano 
Islands and was stricken with combat fatigue. He 
was awarded a Presidential Citation and was honor- 
ably discharged November 20, 1945, in Camp 
Pendleton, Oceanside, California. He lives in Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas. 


3.—Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Edward Duffie 
Crane, son of Mary Elizabeth and Mack Duffie 
Crane, was born October 22, 1920, in Fouke, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Fouke Schools in Texarkana, after- 
wards being employed by Hunter Transfer Company. 
Entering the Navy June 13, 1938, he received boot 
training at Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying as machin- 
ist. After serving at Basic Training and Sub 
School, he departed December 1938, for the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for 
more than six years. Mate Crane participated in 
campaigns of New Britain, New Guinea, Guadal- 
canal, New Georgia, Fiji Islands, Tokyo Bay, Pearl 
Harbor, Okinawa, and Marshall Islands and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and 
Overseas Ribbons. According to last report he was 
still in the service. His home is in Texarkana, Ark- 
ansas. 


4.—S/Segt. T. J. Crane, son of Mary Elizabeth and 
Mack Duffie Crane, was born at Fouke, Arkansas, 
August 25, 19238. He received his education by 
attending Fouke Public Schools and Texarkana Jun- 
ior High School. Enlisting in the Medical Corps in 
August 1940, he received basic training at Camp 
Bowie, Brownwood, Texas, and by attending Medi- 
eal and Paratroopers’ Service School qualified for 
medic paratrooper (aid man). After serving three 
and a half years with medical detachment in the 
United States, he was sent to England on January 
29, 1944, and participated in the Normandy invasion, 
being wounded in action. Sergeant Crane was killed 
in battle at Ste. Mere Eglise, France. He was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Presidential Citation, and Citation from the 
Governor of Texas. 


5.—M/Set. Jack William Martin, son of Mrs. Inez 
Martin, was born May 1, 1922, in Teague, Texas, 
moving to Arkansas in 1923. He attendd Arkansas 
High School and was later engaged as clerk, typist. 
and ice manufacurer. Entring the Infantry October 
5, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington, qualifying as supply noncommissioned 
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officer. Sergeant Martin served for eight mont 
in the United States and departed June 19, 1948, 
the Hawaiian Islands. He remained overseas 


two and a half years and participated in the cam-_ 


paigns of the Marshall Islands, Leyte, and Okinawa, 
and the occupation of Korea, spending four months 
with the Army of Occupation. After being honorably 
discharged December 18, 1945, at Camp Fannin, 


Texas, he returned to his home in Texarkana, | 


Arkansas. 


6.—Ist Lt. Richard L. Poulos, son of Mrs. J. C. 
Cuckler, was born May 8, 1917, in Texarkana, 
Texas. He graduated from Arkansas High School, 
afterwards being employed by the Neon Sign & 
Electric Company. A member of the National Guard 
since May 2, 1935, he entered the Army January 6, 
1941, with the 142nd F.A. Regt. Attached to Field 
Artillery as liaison pilot, he attended Officer Can- 
didate School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and received 
liaison pilot training at Denton, Texas, and instru- 
ment and night flying training at San Antonio, 
Texas. Lieutenant Poulos qualified as F.A. observa- 
tion pilot and served in the United States for more 
than four years with the 142nd F.A. Regt. at Camp 
Bowie, Texas, and Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and with the 
414th F.A. Bn., 20th Armored Division, at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, and Camp Cooke, California. 
He departed February 6, 1945, for Germany and 
remained overseas for six months, participating in 
the Munich-Salzburg drive and spending two months 
with the Army of Occupation. He is now stationed 
at Camp Hood, Texas, with the 2nd Armored Di- 
vision. His wife, Dorothy Laverne, lives in Texar- 
kana, Arkansas. 


7.—S/Sgt. Thomas Henry Warwick, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Warwick, was born at Dallas City, Illinois, 
on September 23, 1923, moving to Arkansas in 1929. 
He received his education by attending Texarkana 
High School, after which he was employed by South- 
western Gas and Electric Company, Texarkana, as 
clerk. Entering the Army Air Force on October 26, 
1942, he received basic training at Foster Field, 
Victoria, Texas, and by attending Service Schools 
at Sheppard Field and Chanute Field qualified for 
aircraft mechanic and airplane propeller specialist. 
Sergeant Warwick departed from the United States 
on December 2, 1943, for Alaska, returning March 
20, 1945. He received Marksmanship Medal, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, Lou- 
ee on December 6, 1945, he returned to Texar- 
cana. 


8.—Ist Lt. Sam E. Cunningham, son of Mrs. Ruby 
Cunningham and the late J. R. Cunningham of Pine 
Bluff, was born at Malden, Missouri, on April 12, 
1910. He attended Arkansas High School at Texar- 
kana, later being employed by the State National 
Bank at Texarkana, and at the time he entered the 
service on April 25, 1941, he was an independent oil 
operator. Assigned to the Corps of Engineers, he 
received basic training as a petroleum engineer at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas. Arriving overseas with his 
unit, the 1003rd Engineer Service Bn. (pipeline), 
he served as a battalion supply officer for the Army 
pipeline from Marseilles, France, to Manheim, Ger- 
many and participated in the Southern France, 
Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. During 
his three years in this country as a member of 
the 1379th Engineer Petroleum Distribution Com- 
pany and 1009th Engineer Oil Field Battalion, Lieu- 
tenant Cunningham earned an expert’s rating with 
the M-1 rifle, sub-machine gun, carbine and the .45- 
caliber pistol; and for his 11 months’ overseas ser- 
vice he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the 
American Defense Ribbon, the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was placed on inactive status on October 
30, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He and his wife, Ruth, 
are the parents of one child. 
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9.—T/Sgt. John Y. Cunningham, son of Mrs. Ruby 
Y. Cunningham and the late J. Y. Cunningham of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, was born at Pine Bluff, Ark- 
ansas, February 2, 1920. After graduating from 
Texarkana High School, he studied physical educa- 
tion for one year before entering military service 
January 2, 1941. After receiving basic training at 
Kelly Field, Texas, he attended Mechanic School at 
Chanute Field, Illinois, and Wright Engine School 
at Paterson, New Jersey. He qualified as an aircraft 
mechanic-gunner and was rated as a marksman with 
the .50 caliber machine gun and the pistol. First 
sent overseas in July 1942, he saw action in far-flung 
theaters, serving in the Aleutian Islands, New Gui- 
nea, the Philippines and the Western Pacific. A 
veteran of 25 months overseas, he was awarded 
the Air Medal with the Silver Oak Leaf Cluster, 
the American Theater Ribbon, the Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with one Silver Star and a Unit Com- 
mendation. He received an honorable discharge on 
July 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His 
wife is Marjorie Cunningham. 


10.—Cpl. Hugh Edwin Martin, son of Mrs. Inez 
Martin and the late R. S. Martin, was born March 
2, 1925, in Smackover, Arkansas, moving to Texar- 
kana March 18, 1933. He attended Texarkana High 
School. A member of the National Guard since 
October 20, 1942, he entered the Corps of Engineers 
May 20, 1943, and received basic training at March 
Field, California. Departing August 20, 1948, for 
England, Corporal Martin remained overseas for two 
years and eight months. He was engaged in patrol 
duty and work on airfields and participated in the 
campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land, Central Europe, and the Ardennes, spending 
six months with the Army of Occupation in Munich, 
Germany. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 15, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
he returned to his home in Texarkana. 


11.—Sgt. Lawrence Ray Goodwin is the son of Mrs. 
Emily Flowers Goodwin of Texarkana, where he 
was born October 9, 1923. He was educated at 
Texarkana High School and was employed by the 
Buhrman-Pharr Hardware Company until entering 
the Air Corps October 26, 1942. He served his basic 
training period at Foster Field, Texas, and then 
attended the Aircraft Mechanic’s School at Gulfport, 
Mississippi; Curtis-Wright Technical School at Buf- 
falo, New York; Pan-American Airways Transition 
School at Miami, Florida, and Operational School 
at Reno, Nevada. Sergeant Goodwin became a crew 
chief and served almost two years in this country 
with the Air Transport Command. In September 
1944, he was sent to Cairo, Egypt, and later saw 
service in India with the Transport Command. Over- 
seas 17 months, he holds the Technician’s Badge 
and the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the carbine and 
pistol. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 5, 1946. 


12.—S/Sgt. Tevis Gants Burns, son of Mrs. Hattie 
Burns, was born February 9, 1923, in Texarkana, 
Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1923. He attended 
North Heights School. Entering the Army Air 
Corps July 13, 1942, he received basic training at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and attended Radio 
School, qualifying as radio operator and rifle marks- 
man. Departing from the United States October 8, 
1943, Sergeant Burns served overseas for two years 
and participated in the air offensive over Europe 
and the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, 
Central Europe, Rhineland, and Ardennes. He was 
awarded six Bronze Stars, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. 
After being honorably discharged October 22, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, he returned to his home in 
Texarkana. 


13.—T/4 Raymond Collom Burns, son of Mrs. Hattie 
Burns, was born March 12, 1921, in Texarkana, 
Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1923. He attended 
North Heights School. Entering the Army April 
28, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Sutton, 
North Carolina, and attended Savana Ordnance 
School, qualifying as assistant section chief, ord- 
nance, and squad leader, infantry. After serving 


in the United States for a year and a half 
Co. O, 302nd Ord. and 820th Ord. Co., he depa 
October 5, 1943, for Liverpool, England. Overs 


for two years, he participated in the campaigns of i be 


Normandy, Northern France, and Central Europe, 
being wounded in action and spending four months 
with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded 
Infantry Combat Badge, European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged October 27, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and returned to his home in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. 


14.—Quartermaster 3/e John Carroll Parsons, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Otis Parsons, was born November 
25, 1924, in Texarkana, Arkansas. He attnded Junior 
and Senior High Schools in Texarkana; the Univer- 
sity of Texas, and the University of Utah. Entering 
the Navy June 1, 1943, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended Quartermaster 
School. After serving for a year and a half in the 
United States, he departed December 1, 1944, for 
the North and South Pacific theaters, remaining 
overseas for nine months. He participated in cam- 
paigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa and was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, two Battle 
Stars, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honor- 
ably discharged June 8, 1946, at Clearfield, Utah, 
he returned to his home in Texarkana. 


15.—S/Sgt. Joe A. Olmstead, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. A. Olmstead, was born October 24, 1921, in 
Hope, Arkansas He attended Hope High School and 
Magnolia A. & M. College, Magnolia, Arkansas. 
Entering the Army Air Force September 28, 1942, 
he received basic training at Kelly Field, Texas, 
qualifying as A.A.F. supply technician. After serving 
for seven months in the United States with the 15th 
Air Depot Group, Sergeant Olmstead departed May 
14, 1943, for Brisbane, Australia, and later was 
sent to New Guinea, Morotai, and Leyte in the 
Philippines. He remained ovrseas for two years 
and eight months participating in the Papuan and 
Philippine campaigns. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 2, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to San Antonio, Texas, where he lives with 
his wife, Burnelle. 


16.—Pyvt. Sam Davis Chambers, son of rGanville and 
Lillie Chambers, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, 
on February 22, 1907. He received his education 
by attending rural schools, after which he was 
employed as a barber. Entering the Infantry on 
February 3, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Croft, South Carolina. Private Chambers departed 
from the United States with his unit on August 
11, 1944, for the European theater and participated 
in the campaigns of the Rhineland, Central Europe, 
and Germany, where he was wounded in action and 
suffered frozen feet. He was evacuated to England 
and, after being hospitalized for three months, was 
transferred to limited service and attached to the 
Air Corps. In addition to other decorations, he was 
awarded the Purple Heart and European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on December 
8, 1945. He and his wife, Audie live in Nashville, 
Arkansas, with their children. 


17.—Pfe. Albert O. Chambers is the son of Lillie and 
Granvel Chambers of Nashville, Arkansas, where he 
was born on August 18, 1914. After completing his 
education he entered the military service on Febru- 
ary 3, 1942, and was sent to Camp Livingston, Lou- 
isiana, for his basic Infantry training. He served 
in this country until being sent to the European 
theater in March, 1945, where he joined the famous 
18th Infantry of the 1st Infantry Division. Private 
Chambers took part in the Central Europe campaign 
and holds the European Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star and the Army of Occupation Ribbon for 
five months that he spent with the Army of Occupa- 
tion in Germany. After one year of overseas service, 
he was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, March 
16, 1946. 
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18.—Segt. Helen M. Gates, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. R. Gates, was born at Brookston, Texas, July 5, 
_ 1922, moving to Arkansas in 1922. She received her 
education at Hope High School and was employed 
as stenographer at the Lone Star Ordnance Plant, 
Texarkana, until entering the Women’s Army Corps 
on May 10, 1943. Receiving basic training at Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, she qualified as a lithographic plate 
maker and served 19 months in the Pentagon 
Building, Washington, D. C. Sergeant Gates re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Ft. Sam Houston, 
on January 23, 1945, and returned to Hope where 
she resides with her husband, J. E. Dooley, and 
their child. 2 

19.—Cpl. James Roy Gates, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Roy Gates, Sr., was born July 4, 1925, in 
Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1925. 
He attended Hope, Arkansas, High School. Entering 
the Marine Corps October 5, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego and attended M.C.B. Radio 
School, qualifying as radio operator. Attached to 
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1.—2nd Lt. David Earl Newbold, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hayden Watson Newbold of Texarkana, Arkansas, 
was born at Little Rock, Arkansas, on March 21, 
1917. He attended Little Rock High School, Columbia 
(Tennessee) Military Academy, Davidson (North 
Carolina) College and graduated from the University 
of Arkansas in 1941, serving as president of the 
senior class and receiving the bachelor of laws de- 
gree. He then practiced law in Texarkana until 
entering military service on July 17, 1942. Sent to 
the New Orleans Army Air Base, he later attended 
Intelligence School at Chicago, Illinois, and subse- 
quently received his commission as an officer in the 
Transportation Corps at New Orleans on August 2, 
1944, Lieutenant Newbold was stricken with spinal 
meningitis while performing his duties at the New 
Orleans Port of Embarkation and died at the Port 
of Embarkation Station Hospital, on October 28, 
1944. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Margaret 
Wilson Newbold, and their daughter. 


2.—Lt. (j. g.) Hayden Watson Newbold, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayden Watson Newbold of Texarkana, 
was born at Little Rock, Arkansas, on May 16, 1915. 
He attended Little Rock High School, Columbia Mili- 
tary Academy, University of Arkansas, and the 
United States Naval Academy. He received his de- 
gree in civil engineering from the University of 
Arkansas in 1940, and was employed as a civil en- 
gineer with the Arkansas Highway Department and 
the Kansas City Southern Railway prior to entering 
the Navy on January 8, 1943. Having already re- 
ceived training at the Naval Academy, he was sent 
to Submarine School at New London, Connecticut, 
for advanced instruction. Assigned to submarine 
duty, Lieutenant Newbold served on four submarines 
in the South Pacific area, the S-23, Cachalot, Ray 
and the Queenfish. Overseas 26 months, he is en- 
titled to wear the submarine dolphins and holds 
the Submarine Combat Pin and the Presidential Cita- 
tion (won while serving on the submarine Queen- 
fish). He was retired to inactive status on November 
10, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. He and his 
wife, Jean, are the parents of one son. 


3.—Flight Officer Thomas Albert Anderson, son of 
Grace and John William Anderson, was born August 
8, 1924, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended 
Arkadelphia High School and Ouachita College, 
where he was a member of R.O.T.C. Entering the 
Air Corps December 9, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and pilot training at 
San Antonio, Texas, graduating as pilot at Lubbock. 
He also qualified as pistol and carbine same: 
man, receiving Marksmanship Medal, and as lin 
trainer instructor. Flight Officer Anderson served 
for three years in the United States with the Ait 
Corps and was honorably discharged October 26, 
1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana. He 
lives in Arkadelphia. 


the 18th A.A.A. Bn., he departed in June 1944, for 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and re- 
mained overseas for nearly two years, participating 
in the Marianas Islands campaign and being awarded 
three Unit Letters of Commendation. He was honor- 
ably discharged June 7, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and returned to his home in Hope, Arkansas. 


20.—Pvt. Clyde Chambers, son of Granville and 
Lillie Chambers, was born November 5, 1909, at 
Nashville, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending rural schools and was engaged in farming 
until entering the Infantry on March 22, 1941. He 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
and later was stationed at Camp Adair, Oregon, and 
Ft. Lewis, Washington. During his period of service 
he operated .30 caliber machine guns and 81 MM 
mortars. After being hospitalized for almost two 
months at Ft. Lewis, Private Chambers was given 
an honorable discharge on August 23, 1943, after 
29 months of meritorious service. 
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4.—Radarman 3/c Harold Eugene Davis, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Davis, was born on January 11, 1925, 
at Thompson, Texas, was educated at Ashdown 
(Arkansas) High School, and was employed as a 
lumber truck driver prior to his entrance into the 
Navy on June 8, 1943. Following boot training at 
San Diego, California, he went to sea on August 8, 
1943, and sailed for the South Pacific. During the 
28 months he spent in foreign service, he served on 
the U.S.S. Denver during the time he saw action 
at Treasure Island, Bougainville and the battle of 
Empress Augusta Bay; and was aboard the U.S.S. 
Cleveland when engaged in the Caroline Islands, the 
Marianas, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Peleliu, the Philip- 
pines, Mindanao, Borneo, Okinawa and in the East 
China Sea. In addition to these numerous engage- 
ments throughout the wide expanse of the South 
Pacific, Mate Davis was also stationed at Yokahama 
for two months after the surrender of the Japanese. 
He was honorably discharged from the service on 
December 11, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee. 


5.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Joe William Campbell, son 
of Ruth M. and William A. Campbell, was born April 
14, 1925, in Amity, Arkansas. He attended Amity, 
Arkadelphia, Fulton, and Springhill, Louisiana, 
schools. Entering the Navy October 28, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended service school at Memphis, Tennessee. Mate 
Campbell departed May 25, 1945, for Okinawa and 
remained overseas for 10 months. After being honor- 
ably discharged March 30, 1946, at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, he returned to his home in Arkadelphia. 


6.—T/Sgt. Donald E. Jester, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe R. Jester, was born October 3, 1919, in Ashdown, 
Arkansas. He graduated from Ashdown High School 
in 1938, afterwards being engaged as painter and 
decorator. Entering the Air Corps July 15, 1941, he 
received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and attended Radio School, Scott Field, Illi- 
nois, and Gunnery School, Duncan Field, Florida, 
qualifying as radio operator and receiving Expert 
Rifleman’s Medal. After serving for a year and 
three months in the United States, Sergeant Jester 
departed October 4, 1942, for England, and served 
overseas for: five months. He was reported missing 
in action March 8, 1943. Sergeant Jester was awarded 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and 
the Purple Heart. His parents live in Ashdown. 


7.—Ist Lt. John William Anderson, Jr., son of Grace 
and John William Anderson, Sr., was born July 4, 
1923, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He attended Arka- 
delphia High School and Ouachita College, where he 
was a member of the R.O.T.C. Entering the Air 
Corps November 30, 1942, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and pilot training at San 
Antonio, Texas, graduating from Ellington Field, 
Texas. He qualified as pilot and pistol and carbine 
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marksman. After serving for two years in the 


United States, Lieutenant Anderson departed No-. 


vember 14, 1944, for Italy, and remained overseas 
for seven months. He participated in the campaigns 
of Po Valley, Germany, Apennines, and the Balkans, 
and was awarded European Theater Ribbon, five 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Victory Rib- 
bon, Air Medal, and Oak Leaf Cluster. His wife is 
the former Julia Bilgrey, and his home is in Arka- 
delphia. 


8.—Pfe. Loyd Edward Davis, son of Jack and Lena 
Davis, was born at Ashdown, Arkansas, on January 
3, 1923. He graduated from Ashdown High School 
and was employed as a truck driver prior to entering 
the Army Signal Corps January 18, 1948. Receiving 
basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, he later 
attended Signal School at Birmingham, Alabama. 
After serving in the United States for 10 months, 
Private Davis departed for England in November 
1943, and was killed in a motor vehicle accident in 
Winchester, England, on March 13, 1944. He is 
survived by his wife, Beatrice, and his parents, who 
live at Ashdown. 


9.—Cpl. Will Tom Jester, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Jester of Ashdown, Arkansas, was born on September 
24, 1916, at Arden, Arkansas. He was educated at 
Ashdown High School and was a painter and decora- 
tor until entering military service on April 4, 1944. 
Corporal Jester received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and after only five months in 
this country, was sent to France in September, 1944. 
Overseas 18 months, he served with the Infantry 
throughout the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
and the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars. He also holds the Expert Infantryman Badge 
and the Marksman’s Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged on March 11, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. He and his wife, Carrie, have one child. 


10.—T/4 Porter L. Jackson, son of Mrs. W. A. Camp- 
bell, was born May 38, 1928, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
He attended Arkadelphia High School, afterwards 
being engaged as stage builder and in the ship- 
building industry. Entering the Army Engineers 
March 24, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Bowie, Texas, qualifying as photographic and lab- 
oratory technician and receiving Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for carbine. Attached to the 679th Engineer 
(Topo.) Co., he departed December 9, 1944, for the 
European Theater of Operations and remained over- 
seas for 17 months. He participated in the battle 
of the Rhineland and Central Europe, spending eight 
months with the Army of Occupation, and was 
awarded European-African-Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon for World War II, Good Conduct 
Medal, Occupation Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
and three Overseas Bars. After being honorably dis- 
charged May 21, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, he returned to his home in Arkadelphia. 


11.—Cpl. Joseph R. Jester, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe R. Jester, Sr., was born June 14, 1913, in Ash- 
down, Arkansas. He attended Ashdown Grade. and 
High Schools, afterwards being engaged as painter 
and decorator. Having been a member of the Na- 
tional Guard for six months, he entered the Army 
Air Corps October 29, 1942, and received basic train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He attended 
Aerial Gunnery School at Tyndall Field, Florida, 
receiving aerial gunner’s badge and qualifying as 
guard patrolman, expert with M-1 rifle, and sharp- 
shooter with carbine. Corporal Jester served for two 
and a half years in the United States with Squadron 
A, 235th A.A.F. Base Unit, Biggs Field, Texas. After 
being honorably discharged May 11, 1945, at Biggs 
Field, he returned to Ashdown, where he lives with 
his wife, Bernice, and their children. 


12.—Capt. Arch Paul Cooper, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arch P. Cooper, was born July 10, 1908, in Antoine, 
Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia High School, 
Henderson-Brown College at Arkadelphia, and the 
University of Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps 
April 4, 1942, Captain Cooper departed June 4, 1942, 
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for England, and remained overseas for more than 
three years. His group was the first American 
group to go into air operation against the enemy 
in the European theater. Captain Cooper served as 
supply officer, transportation officer, and mess of- 
ficer of the 309th Fighter Sqdn. and as group supply 
officer, Commanding Officer Headquarters Detach- 
ment, and staff supply and evacuation officer of the 
31st Fighter Group, serving in England, Africa, 
Sicily, and Italy. He participated in the battles of 
Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, 
North Apennines Po Valley, Northern France, and 
Rhineland; the air invasion of Southern France; air 
combat of the Balkans; and the air offensive of 
Europe. He was awarded Bronze Star Medal, 12 
Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, and Bronze Arrowhead. After being 
honorably discharged April 2, 1946, at Drew Field, 
Tampa, Florida, he returned to Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Edna Earle, and 
their children. 


13.—S/Sgt. Jack Arnold Cooper, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arch Percieval Cooper, was born April 9, 1916, in 
Antoine, Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia High 
School, Henderson State Teachers College, and 
Texas University, afterwards being employed by 
Carey Salt Company. Entering the Air Corps Oc- 
tober 1, 1941, he received basic training at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, and attended Technicians’ School 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as welding 
instructor. Sergeant Cooper served with the 13th 
Tech. School Sqdn., and departed December 1, 1944, 
for Kunming, China. Overseas for 11 months, he 
participated in campaigns in China and Burma and 
the Asiatic Theater of Operations and was awarded 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Medal, and 
Asiatic Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. After 
being honorably discharged November 8, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, he returned to his home in 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 


14.—Ist Lt. Bob Bratton Haynes, son of J. W. Wvche 
of Texarkana, was born at Waldo, Arkansas, Sep- 
tember 21, 1921. After graduating from Texarkana 
High School, he attended the University of Arkansas 
from 1939 until entering the Army Air Corps on 
January 29, 1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, 
for training, he was commissioned as a pilot of 
heavy bombers. Lieutenant Haynes landed in Eng- 
land in October 1944, and saw seven months’ over- 
seas duty, flying a total of 27 combat missions. He 
participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was 
placed on inactive status at Camp Shelby, Missis- 
sippi, August 15, 1945. He and his wife, Betty, have 
one child. 


15.—Ens. Thomas D. Nixon, son of Mrs. Fannie A. 
Wyche of Texarkana, was born at Delight, Arkansas, 
December 17, 1914, and after finishing Texarkana 
High School, received his degree in civil engineering 
from the University of Arkansas, where he was 
active in R.O.T.C. work and held a commission as a 
first lieutenant in the National Guard. A process 
engineer for the Remington Arms Company, he 
entered the Navy Seabees on October 15, 1943, and 
was sent to Camp Peary, Virginia, and Ft. Pierce, 
Florida, for boot training, where he specialized in the 
dangerous work of underwater demolition. Arriving 
in the Southwest Pacific in March, 1944, he took part 
in the hard fighting on Saipan and was then sent 
to Guam. Ensign Nixon was killed in action on 
Guam on July 21, 1944, while performing his duties 
with the demolition unit. This gallant young officer 
received the Silver Star Medal and the Order of the 
Purple Heart (awarded posthumously). He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Frances Rector Nixon. 


16.—I1st/S¢t. Warren Hastings Cooper, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arch Percieval Cooper, was born September 
8, 1910, in Antoine, Arkansas. He attended Arka- 
delphia High School, Henderson State Teachers Col- 
lege, and Texas University, afterwards being em- 
ployed by San Antonio Light Company and Carey 


Salt Company. Entering the Signal Corps June 3, 
1942, he received basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, and attended Signal Corps School at Ft. Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey, qualifying as teletype operator. 
Sergeant Cooper served with Hq. 302nd Sig. Oper. 
Bn., and departed February 26, 1944, for Walsall, 
England, remaining overseas for a year and nine 
months. He participated in campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, and Central Europe, 
spending four months with the Army of Occupation, 
and was awarded European Theater Ribbon with 
four Bronze Battle Stars, Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, and American Theater Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged November 15, 1945, at 
Ft. Sam Houston, he returned to his home in Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas. 


17.—Capt. Dorothy Elizabeth Cooper, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Arch Percieval Cooper, was born No- 
vember 27, 1913, in Antoine, Arkansas. She attended 
Arkadelphia High School, Henderson State Teachers 
College, and the University of Colorado. Entering 
the W.A.C. August 2, 1942, she received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa, qualifying as unit 
commander. Captain Cooper served with the W.A.C. 
Overseas Replacement Depot for more than three 
years After being honorably discharged December 
10, 1945, at Washington, D. C., she returned to her 
home in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 


18.—Pfe. Shelby Ray Jackson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph W. Jackson of Texarkana, was born at 
Dierks, Arkansas, April 6, 1921. After completing 
his education at Texarkana High School, he was 
employed as a butcher boy by the A&P Super- 
market at Texarkana, prior to entering the Marines 
on September 26, 1942. Sent to San Diego, California, 
for boot training, he later attended Radio School 
at Camp Pendleton, California. Arriving in the 
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South Pacific in June, 1943, he serve 
quarters and Service Battery, 3rd Bn h M 
during the battle at Tarawa in the Gill 
and later saw action on Saipan, where he \ 
in action while defending his unit’s position du 
a fierce Japanese attack. This brave young soldie: 
was honor man in his platoon, receiving the Honor 
Medal, Sharpshooter’s Medal, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion and the Order of the Purple Heart (awarded _ 
posthumously). He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Joanne Bentley Jackson, and a young son. 





19.—Cpl. Willy Jasper Jobe, son of Viola Agnes and 
Cc. B. Jobe, was born January 8, 1918, near Cale, 
Arkansas. He attended Cale High School and Con- 
way Public School. A member of the National Guard, 
he entered the Air Corps September 10, 1940, and 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 
Serving overseas for 37 months, he participated in 
the air offensive over Japan and the Aleutian 
Islands and Ryukyus campaigns and was awarded 
American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged November 6, 1945, at A.A.F. Separation 
Base, Barksdale Field, Louisiana, he returned to 
Prescott, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Martha, and their son. 


20.—Pfc. Finis E. Jobe, son of Mrs. C. B. Jobe, was 
born August 14, 1925, near Cale, Arkansas. He 
attended Conway Public Schools and graduated from 
Cale High School. Entering the Infantry Janu- 
ary 10, 1944, he served for nine months in the United 
States before departing for a year and seven months 
of overseas duty. Private Jobe was still in service, 
according to last report. His home is in Prescott, 
Arkansas. 
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Watertender 1/ec Dale Franklin McKinney, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. I. 
McKinney, was born at Patmos, Arkansas, February 15, 1919, and after 
receiving his education in the Prescott (Arkansas) public schools, enlisted 
in the Navy on April 8, 1938. Following boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, he saw extensive sea duty in many parts of the world, participating 
in the Midway, Coral Sea, Marshall Islands, Gilbert Islands, Santa Cruz, 
Guadalcanal, Tulagi, Bougainville and Munda Bay engagements, being 
wounded at Guadalcanal on November 30, 1943. He was awarded the 
American Defense Service Ribbon with Star, the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with seven Battle Stars and the Order of the Purple Heart. Water- 
tender McKinney was honorably discharged at Philadelphia on August 13, 
1945. He is the husband of Helen Shepherd McKinney. 






DALE F. McKINNEY 


Lt. Carl Cletus Cheney, son of Mrs. Lucy E. Cheney and the late C. T. 
Cheney of Prescott, Arkansas, was born at Hazen, Arkansas on January 
23, 1920, received his education at Prescott High School and was a merchant 
and rolling store operator prior to his entrance into the Army Air Corps 
on June 5, 1942. Following basic training at Randolph Field, Texas, he 
later attended service schools at Hicks Field (Ft. Worth, Texas); Enid 
(Oklahoma) Army Air Field; Foster Field, Victoria, Texas, and Thomas- 
ville, Georgia. In February 1944, Lieutenant Cheney was sent to Stanley 
Field, Hawaii, where he performed guard duty and flew a number of combat 
missions. On March 26, 1945, while gallantly defending the Mustang 
Fighter Base and his own Mustang P-51, “The Old Stawmping Shoe,” on 
Iwo Jima against a Japanese commando raid, Lieutenant Cheney was 
killed by grenade, shrapnel and rifle fire. The following day this heroic 
Arkansan was lowered to final rest in the soil of Iwo Jima by the 4th 
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Set. Luther Lile Marlar, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Marlar, was born at 
Emmet, Arkansas, March 21, 1922, received his education in the Hope 
(Arkansas) schools and was engaged in seismograph work prior to entering 
the Army Quartermaster Corps. Following basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he qualified as a supply technician, and on August 
21, 1943, sailed with his unit for Africa. Assigned to the 32nd Medical 
Supply Platoon, he served for 28 months overseas, participating in the 
Rome-Arno campaign. He was awarded the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star and a Sharpshooter’s Badge. 
Sergeant Marlar was honorably discharged from the service on December 
7, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He is the husband of Wanda 


Cheney Marlar. 


LUTHER L. MARLAR 


Cpl. Joseph W. Morris, son of Mrs..G2 Bb; Andrews, was born at Prescott, 
Arkansas, April 8, 1920. After completing his education in the Prescott 
schools, he was employed by the Republic Mining and Manufacturing Co. 
prior to entering military service on September 16, 1942. Sent to Ft. 
George Wright, Spokane, Washington, for basic training, he later attended 
Ordnance School and qualified as an ordnance technician, serving two years 
in the United States before being sent to the European Theater, February 
7, 1945. He participated in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
with the 10th Armored Division of the 8rd Army from Metz, France, 
through Germany to Austria. He was awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, M-1 Rifle Badge, carbine Sharpshooter S Badge, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Allied 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged from the service November 14, 1945, at Camp Chaf- es 
fee, Arkansas. He is the husband ot Vyrl Martin Morris. ES 
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Pfc. Horild D. Dillard, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Dillard, was born at Ross- 
ton, Arkansas, March 9, 1918. A graduate of Rosston High School, he was 
connected with the Berry Asphalt Company of Waterloo, Arkansas, when 
he entered the Army November 2, 1942. He trained at Camp Roberts, 
California; Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, and Camp Carson, Colorado. After 
a year and seven months’ service with Co. K, 5th Infantry Regt., 71st 
Division, in the United States, he departed for the European theater June 
22,1944. In France, he transferred to the 117th Infantry, 30th Division, 
or “Old Hickory” Division. Private Dillard, as a gunner in the mortar 
section, took part in the battle of St. Lo, France; fought on through that 
country, and was with the first American troops to enter Belgium and 
Holland and to break through the Siegfried Line into Germany. Wounded 
in action on July 25, 1944, he rejoined his company, which was called to 
defend the breakthrough the Germans made in Belgium, and was killed on 
Christmas Day, 1944. He is survived by his parents and his widow, Selena 


HORILD D. DILLARD Caldwell Dillard. 








Capt. Caney J. Brooks, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Caney J. Brooks, was born 
at Prescott, Arkansas, January 17, 1913. He entered the National Guard on 
October 3, 1940, and upon entering the active military service with the 
National Guard, he was sent to Camp Bowie, Texas, and later served at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. Arriving with his unit, the 144th Infantry, in the 
European theater in February 1943, Captain Brooks served as a unit com- 
mander in the fighting in Tunisia and later in the Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno campaigns on the Italian front. Overseas more than 30 months, he 
is the holder of the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He 
was placed on inactive duty at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, on January 15, 
1946. His wife is the former Anita Garrett. 





at 


CANEY J. BROOKS, JR. 
Ist Lt. John Samuel Brooks, son of Caney Joseph and Sadie Henderson 
Brooks of Route 1, Prescott, Arkansas, was born in that city January 15, 
1915, and graduated from high school there. He was employed by Ozan 
Lumber Co. of Prescott and by Texas Power and Light Co. of Dallas, Texas, 
prior to his entrance into Army service on November 25, 1940, with the 
National Guard. He received basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas, and 
later attended service school at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After more than 
three years’ duty in this country, he landed in the Mediterranean theater 
in the spring of 1943 with the 36th Infantry Division, and during the 
following 14 months, participated in the Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno 
campaigns, being wounded in action at Salerno and San Pietro. Lieutenant 
Brooks wears the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He was retired from 
active military duty on November 6, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 
Lieutenant Brooks and his wife, Mary Rita Crawford Brooks, have two 
children. 








JOHN S. BROOKS 


Machinist’s Mate 2/e Roy Thomas Elder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay 
Elder, was born July 18, 1918, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Nash- 
ville Grade and High Schools. Entering the Navy September 20, 1936, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. He left San Diego on 
December 1, 1941, for Pearl Harbor, T. H., and was killed January 23, 
1942, when the oil tanker, U.S.S. Neches, on which he had served for five 
and a half years, was sunk by a torpedo from a Japanese submarine near 
Pearl Harbor. He is survived by his wife, Lourie Dowling Elder, and one 
child. 





ROY T. ELDER 
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CECIL A. FEATHERSTON 





. Billy Joe Hedrick, son of Oscar and Nell Hedrick of Mur- 
fet ore, Arkansas, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, April 20, 
1924. He completed his education in the Nashville schools and 
was employed as a meat cutter until entering the Army on April 
21, 1944. Private Hedrick received his basic Infantry training 
at Camp Hood, Texas, and became a member of Company 1a 334th 
Infantry, 84th Infantry Division. He was sent with that unit to 
the European theater in October 1944, and after service in 
England was sent to the battle zone in Europe, where he saw 
action in the fighting during the Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. He holds the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. Returning to this country after eight months of foreign 
service, he was honorably discharged at Ft. Ord, California, 
on December 6, 1945. He and his wife, Doris Marie, are the par- 


ents of one child. 
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Pfc. Cecil A. Featherston, son of Octavia and Alfred Featherston, 
was born February 7, 1924, in Antoine, Arkansas. He attended 
Delight and Murfreesboro High Schools and Henderson State 
Teachers College at Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Entering the Marine 
Corps November 26, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Jungle Warfare and Demolitions 
Schools, qualifying for parachute troops and military police. He 
also qualified as parachute rigger and jumper, and expert with 
rifle, pistol, machine gun, and demolitions. After serving in the 
United States attached to provost marshal’s staff, he departed 
February 7, 1943, for Bougainville. 
Featherston participated in the occupation of Vella LaVella, 
battle of Empress Augusta Bay, in Bougainville, and the con- 
solidation of the Northern Solomons, being wounded in action 
November 29, 1943, at Bougainville. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart and Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably dis- 
charged November 26, 1945, at Camp Joseph H. Pendleton, Ocean- 
side, California, he returned to Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Claudia Marie. 





BILLY J. HEDRICK 


Overseas a year, Private 
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HURSCHEL ALLEN 


Seaman 2/c Coy William Grant, son of Winnie and Robert Grant of Glen- 
wood, Arkansas, was born in Montgomery County, Arkansas. He com- 
pleted his education in the Caddo Gap Public Schools and was engaged 
in the livestock business until entering the Navy on June 14, 1944. Sea- 
man Grant was sent to the Naval Training Station at Farragut, Idaho, 
to serve his boot training period, and remained there throughout his one 
year in the Naval service. He was honorably discharged May 30, 1945, at 
Farragut, Idaho. He and his wife, Myrtle, are the parents of three children. 


17, 1946. 


PRESTON L. BAKER 


Lt. (j. g.) Elbridge Kelley Mac McWha was the son of William E. and 
Amanda G. MeWha of Glenwood, Arkansas. Born at Kirby, Arkansas, 
March 18, 1919, he attended Glenwood and Kirby High Schools, Arkansas 
A. & M. College at Magnolia and University of North Dakota, and was 
engaged in farming before entering the Navy in July 1941. He had served 
with the Arkansas National Guard from 1937 to 1939. In November 1941, 
he became a naval aviation cadet and completed training at Corpus Christi, 
Texas. After being commissioned he saw service at Miami, Florida, Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, and Alameda, California. In May 1943, he was sent to 
the Southwest Pacific where he flew two-engine transport planes for the 
Naval Transport Service. After one year he was sent back to this country 
and assigned to Air Transport Sqdn. 2. On June 16, 1944, Lieutenant 
McWha was training pilots when his plane exploded from unknown causes 
and fell into San Francisco Bay at San Francisco, California. The body of 
this gallant flier was recovered 11 days later and he is buried at Glenwood. 
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S/Set. Hurschel Allen is the son of Acie Allen of Glenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born February 19, 1919. He attended the Caddo Gap Schools 
and was'a service station operator until entering the Army Air Forces on 
January 5, 1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training, he 
later received special training at Gunnery and Mechanics’ Schools. Ser- 
geant Allen served two years in this country and was sent to Italy in 
February 1944, with his unit, the 464th Heavy B:mb Group. He saw eight 
months of foreign service, and saw combat action in the Rome-Arno, Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Southern France, and Balkan air campaigns, as 
well as the air offensive over Europe. He earned the Air Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross. Sergeant Allen 
was honorably discharged on September 7, 1945, at Camp Shelby, Missis- 
sippi. He and his wife, Pauline, and child, live in Glenwood. 





COY W. GRANT 


S/Set. Preston L. Baker, son of Mrs. Sarah Beulah Baker, was born May 
18, 1919, at Rosoboro, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Glenwood High School, after which he was employed as cleaner and pipe 
layer. Entering the Combat Engineers October 3, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Adair, Oregon, qualifying for platoon sergeant. After 
serving in the United States almost three years, he departed June 6, 1945, 
for Okinawa. He served overseas eight months, including seven months 
with the Army of Occupation. Sergeant Baker qualified as expert rifleman 
March 8, 1944, and received the Good Conduct, Asiatic-Pacific, World War 
II Victory, and American Theater Ribbons. Returning to the United States 
February 8, 1946, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 





ELBRIDGE K. M. McWHA 
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Sgt. James H. Grant, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Grant of Route 2, Amity, 
Arkansas, was born at Bonnerdale, Arkansas, July 29, 1916. He was 
employed as a truck driver after attending a mechanic’s school and entered 
military service on December 11, 1943. Sergeant Grant completed basic 
training at Camp Lee, Virginia, and attended Noncommissioned Officers’ 
School. He served 17 months in this country and then was sent to China 
in May, 1945. Overseas a total of 10 months, he served with the Quarter- 
master Corps and earned the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, China Me- 
morial Medal, China Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas on March 15, 1946. He and his wife, Velma Mae, 
have two children. 





JAMES H. GRANT 


Set. Carl H. Fuller is the son of William and Florence Fuller of Glenwood, 
Arkansas, where he was born on May 10, 1920. After graduating from 
high school he attended a business college and was employed as a book- | 
keeper and bank teller until entering the Army Air Corps on June 20, 
1942. Upon the completion of basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he 
was sent to the Bombsight Maintenance School at Lowry Field, Colorado, 
and became a bombsight and automatic pilot specialist. Sergeant Fuller 
was sent to the South Pacific theater in August 1944, and remained over- 
seas for more than 15 months, participating in the Eastern Mandates and 
Western Pacific air campaigns and the air offensive against Japan. Holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 2, 1945. His 
wife is Jewell Edna Fuller. 






CARL H. FULLER 


Capt. Winfred O. Reid, son of Frank and Pearl Reid of Delight, Arkansas, 
was born March 24, 1921. He was educated at Delight High School, Little 
Rock Junior College and Henderson State Teachers College, and entered 
the Marine Corps November 21, 1941. Captain Reid completed training 
at New Orleans, Louisiana; Pensacola, and Miami, Florida, and was com- 
missioned as a fighter pilot. He was sent to the Solomon Islands in the 
South Pacific theater in February, 1943. Captain Reid saw action in the 
New Georgia, Vella Lavella, Bougainville and Treasury Island campaigns 
and also at Rabaul and New Ireland. He flew 88 combat missions and has 
two Japanese planes and four supply barges to his credit. After service in 
Australia, he was returned to this country. Arriving in the Pacific theater 
a second time, he served’ on Guam and in Japan. Overseas a total of 16 
months, he holds the Presidential Unit Citation, two Air Medals, American 
Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars and American Theater Ribbon. Captain Reid will remain in the 
Marine Corps. He and his wife, Jean, are the parents of one child. 





WINFRED O. REID 


Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c John Dickerson Duncan, son of Dr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Dewey Duncan of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, was born on January Sa YS 
at Center Point, Arkansas. He attended Murfreesboro High School, Hen- 
derson State Teachers College and the University of Arkansas, before 
entering the Navy on July 22, 1943. He served boot training at San Diego, 
California, and then attended the Hospital Corps School, becoming a hos- 
pital technician. After serving almost a year in this country at the Naval 
Hospital at Norman, Oklahoma, he was sent to the Aleutian Islands as a 
member of the crew of the U.S.S. Dane. Overseas 20 months, he served on 
Adak and Attu Islands in the Aleutians and then on Okinawa in the Central 
Pacific theater. He was returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, March 11, 1946. 


JOHN D. DUNCAN 
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T/3 Joe H. Garner, son of Grace Bell Garner of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, 
was born at Antoine, Arkansas, February 2, 1919. He completed his edu- 
cation at Norman High School and Draughon’s Business College at Little 
Rock, and was employed at the Jacksonville Ordnance Plant at the time he 
enlisted in the Army on March 13, 1942. Sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
for his basic training, he was assigned as a clerk-typist in the Signal Corps 
and after two years in this country was sent to London, England, in May, 
1944. Overseas a total of 19 months, Sergeant Garner served with the 
Headquarters Intelligence Division of the Signal Corps during the Nor- 
mandy and Northern France campaigns and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and the Cer- 
tificate of Merit. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, December 26, 1945. 





JOE H. GARNER 


Lt. (s. g.) Robert B. Carroll, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bascom Car- 
roll, Sr., was born October 4, 1918, at Murfreesboro, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Murfreesboro High School, Hendrix College, University of Arkan- 
sas, and University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. Entering the Navy 
November 16, 1942, he received boot training at Bloomsburg State Teach- 
ers College, Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania, and by attending Flight Training 
Schools qualified for Naval aviator, primary flight instructor, intermediate 
flight instructor, and instrument flight instructor. After serving three 
years in the United States, he served six months in the Corpus Christi 
South American patrol. In addition to other decorations, he received the 
American Theater, World War II Victory, and Good Conduct Ribbons. 
Lieutenant Carroll was returned to inactive duty at Corpus Christi, Janu- 
ary 4, 1946. He and his wife, Sue, live in Murfreesboro, Arkansas, with 
their children. 





ROBERT B. CARROLL, JR. 


Ist/Sgt. Jewell D. Clevenger, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jewell D. Clevenger, 
Sr., was born May 13, 1923, in Delight, Arkansas. He attended Delight 
High School, Magnolia A. & M. College, and the University of Kansas 
City in Missouri. Entering the Army July 12, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Barkeley, Abilene, Texas, qualifying as pharmacist. 
Sergeant Clevenger served with the Medical Corps and departed February 
26, 1945, for Assam, India, remaining overseas for a year and three 
months. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Meritorious Unit Award, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged June 5, 1946, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, he 
returned to his home in Delight, Arkansas. 





J. D. CLEVENGER, JR. 


Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Harry Herbert Branch is the son of Mrs. J. H. 
Gould of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he was born on December 7, 
1917. Educated in the Murfreesboro High School, he enlisted in the Navy 
on July 10, 1940, and was sent to San Diego, California, for his boot train- 
ing, later attending the Hospital Corps School at San Diego. Chief Branch 
is a veteran of 44 months of foreign service and has served in the Atlantic 
and the British West Indies. He was on sea duty in the South Pacific 
theater from March 1943, until January 1945, and saw action in the Mar- 
shall Islands and on Saipan, Tinian and Guam. Holder of three commenda- 
tions for meritorious service in the South Pacific, he plans to make the 
Regular Navy his career and is remaining in the service. His wife is 
Elaine H. Branch. 





HARRY H. BRANCH 


[ 854 J 











LEMUEL G. WARD 
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Machinist’s Mate 1/c Lemuel G. Ward, son of Ruth E. and Grady H. Ward, 
was born February 28, 1921, in Nashville, Arkansas. He attended Mur- 
freesboro Grade and High School. Entering the Navy (Construction 
Battalion) September 4, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Perry, 
Virginia, and attended Pneumatic Equipment School at Camp Endicott, 
Rhode Island, qualifying as machinist, heavy equipment, and expert rifle- 
man (carbine). After serving in the United States for a year and a half 
with the 106th Naval Construction Bn., he departed March 9, 1945, for 
the Ryukyus Islands and during his nine months overseas participated 
in the invasion and occupation of the Ryukyus. After being honorably 
discharged January 4, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Mur- 
freesboro, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mary, and their son. 


T/5 Hiram T. Ward, son of Ruth E. and Grady H. Ward, was born No- 
vember 26, 1925, in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. He attended Murfreesboro 
High School and Ouachita College at Arkadelphia. Entering the Army 
Medical Corps April 5, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, qualifying as medical laboratory technician. After serving in 
the United States for a year and a half with the 8th Service Command, he 
departed in September 1945, for Korea, and served with the Army of 
Occupation for nearly six months. After being honorably discharged April 


14, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home in Murfreesboro. ‘ae : 





BROOKS A. TOLLESON 


Shipfitter 1/c Otis Wilson Gilleylen is the son of Mrs. J. H. Taylor of 
Delight, Arkansas, where he was born on September 17, 1916. Educated 
in the Delight public schools, 
Corporation until entering the Navy Seabees on November 10, 1942. Sent 
to Davisville, Rhode Island, for boot training, he later completed the 
chemical warfare course at e 

welder. Shipfitter Gilleylen has seen two tours of foreign duty, the first 
in the Aleutian Islands and then in Hawaii and Guam in the Marianas 
Islands of the South Pacific theater. Overseas a total of more than 28 
months, he served with the 52nd Naval Construction Bn. He was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on October 31, 1945. His wife is 


Jobnnye Elizabeth Gilleylen. 












HIRAM T. WARD 


Pfc. Brooks Ayers Tolleson, son of Cynthia Jane Tolleson of Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, November 24, 1914. He was 
educated in the Howard County schools and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army on March 25, 1944. Trained as an infantryman at Camp 
Hood, Texas, he was sent to the European theater in October 1944, and 
saw action in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Captured by 
the Germans, Private Tolleson spent six months in German prison camps 
and was returned to-this country in June, 1945. Overseas a total of nine 
months, he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon and the Good Con- 
duct Medal as well as the Combat Infantryman Badge. He ‘was honorably 
discharged at Camp Beale, California, October 20, 1945. He and his wife, 
Katherine, have three children. * : 


he was engaged as a welder by the Carrier 


Treasure Island, California, and became a 





OTIS W. GILLEYLEN 
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S/Sgt. Walter Bernard Womack, son of Mrs. Effie Womack, was born at 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas, November 4, 1914. He received his education by 
attending Murfreesboro Public Schools, after which he was employed by 
Arkansas Highway Department. He entered the Medical Corps on June 
18, 1941, receiving training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri; Ft. Crook, 
Nebraska; Camp Ellis, Illinois, and Ft. Dix, New Jersey, qualifying for 
medical noncommissioned officer. Attached to 86th Field Hospital, he 
departed from the United States on January 22, 1945, for Korea, serving 
for almost 12 months. He received the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and American Theater Ribbon. 
Sergeant Womack was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 5, 
1946, and returned to Murfreesboro. 





WALTER B. WOMACK 


Seaman Arlos Eugene Riddle, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Riddle, was born 
October 23, 1924, in Murfreesboro. He received his education by attending 
Murfreesboro Public Schools. Entering the Navy June 19, 1943, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California. He served in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations for two years and six months, engaging in eight 
major battles and being present in Tokyo Bay when peace documents 
were signed. He was honorably discharged December 13, 1945. 






ARLOS E. RIDDLE 


Seaman 1/c Olvy Jerome Johnson, son of Olvey and Elsie Johnson of 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas, was born at Pike City, Arkansas, August 10, 
1925. Educated in the Murfreesboro schools, he was employed as a me- 
chanic until entering the Navy on October 9, 1943. He received his boot 
training at San Diego, California, and in December 1943, was sent to the 
Pacific theater where he served for 27 months. Seaman Johnson was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, the 
American Theater Ribbon and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon and was 
returned to this country in February 1946. He was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, March 8, 1946. 





OLVY J. JOHNSON 


S/Set. John Pershing Burke, son of Mr. and Mrs. Parham Burke, was born 
at Glenwood, Arkansas, August 6, 1919. He received his education by at- 
tending Glenwood High School and graduating from Arkansas State Teach- 
ers College, after which he was employed as personnel clerk. Entering 
the Armed Forces November 16, 1942, he receivd basic training at Camp 
Robinson, qualifying for administrative noncommissioned officer. After 
serving almost two years attached to Hq. Co., 22nd Replacement Depot, he 
departed September 6, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, participating 
in action on New Guinea and Luzon. Sergeant Burke qualified for rifle 
Marksmanship Medal April 28, 1944, and was awarded World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and two Bronze Service Stars, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star. Returning to the United States 
on January 1, 1946, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- ; 
ary 7, 1946. 

z JOHN P. BURKE 
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Cpl. George Saxon Dillard is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Elmore 
Dillard of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he was born on October 7, 1917. 
He attended Murfreesboro High School and was employed by the Sinclair 
Oil Company at Monroe, Louisiana. He served four and a half years with 
the Regular Army, serving with the Cavalry at Ft. Riley, Kansas, and the 
Air Corps at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and was then honorably dis- 
charged. On September 29, 1942, he again enlisted in the Army and was 
sent to Hondo, Texas, for his basic Air Corps training. He attended the 
Engine School and became an airplane mechanic. A veteran of more than 
seven years of military service, he served during this war as a member 
of the 2518th Army Air Force Base Unit and was honorably discharged 
November 17, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana. He and 
his wife, the former Dorothy Chaney, are the parents of one son. 





GEORGE S. DILLARD 


Lt. Comdr. Walter Claybourne Dillard is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Elmore of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he was born on April 
1, 1916. He was educated at Murfreesboro High School and Henderson 
State Teachers College at Conway, and entered the Regular Navy in June 
1938, as a flight cadet. After training at the Naval Air Station at Pensa- 
cola, Florida, he was commissioned as a Naval aviator in September 1939, 
and was assigned to duty with Observation Sqdn. 5 aboard the U.S.S. 
New York. In May 1942, he became executive officer of Scouting Sqdn. 10 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico, and later saw service with a training squadron 
at Pensacola, Florida, and in the assembly and repair department at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, where he was stationed, according to last report received. 
Commander Dillard is a Regular Navy Officer and will remain in the 
service. He and his wife, the former Helen Terrell, have two children. 





WALTER C. DILLARD 


Sgt. Roy L. Wisdom, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Oscar Wisdom, was born 
July 6, 1910, in Mineral Springs, Arkansas. He attended Sweet Home 
School, afterwards being employed by Murfreesboro Lumber Co. for five 
years. Entering the Army October 17, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Adair, Oregon, and attended noncommissioned officers’ schools 
in Washington, Oregon, and California, qualifying as squad leader. Depart- 
ing from the United States July 26, 1944, with the 96th Division, Co. L, 
881st Infantry, for the South Pacific, Sergeant Wisdom participated in 
the battle of Leyte, Philippine liberation, and battle of Okinawa, being 
seriously injured in action. He was awarded Expert Rifleman’s Badge, 
Infantryman’s Combat Badge with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged September 18, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Mavis, and their child. 





ROY L. WISDOM 


Cpl. Leon Warren, son of Elbert Leonidas Warren of Nashville, Arkansas, 
was born at Highland, Arkansas, June 1, 1924, and completed his educa- 
tion in the Murfreesboro High School. He was employed by the Con- 
solidated Aircraft Company at San Diego, California, until entering the 
Army Air Force in December, 1942. Corporal Warren served basic training 
at Kelley Field, Texas, and then was sent to the Aeronautical Engineering 
School at Columbus, Ohio, and became an engineer for B-29 aircraft. A 
veteran of almost three years in the Air Force, he holds the Good Conduct 
Medal and the American Theater Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, November 21, 1945. He and his wife, Fernelle, 


are the parents of one child. 





LEON WARREN 
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T/5 Rembert Owens, son of Mrs. O. B. and the late O. B. Owens of Mur- 
freesboro, Arkansas, was born at Murfreesboro on July 24, 1908, and 
completed his education at Murfreesboro High School. Entering the mili- 
tary service at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, January 4, 1945, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and after six months in the United 
States was sent to Hawaii with his unit, the 219th Ordnance Tank 
Maintenance Company. Overseas six months, he is the holder of the Vic- 
tory Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Campaign Ribbon. Corporal 
Owens was returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 1, 1945. He and his wife, Lucille, are 
the parents of four children. 






fon ' 
REMBERT OWENS 


Set. Robert Harold Cummings is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Davis 
Cummings of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he was born on October 21, 
1923. He attended Murfreesboro High School and Arkansas A. & M. Col- 
lege at Magnolia, and was employed as a sales clerk until entering the 
Army April 14, 1923. Assigned to the Infantry, he completed basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas, and after serving in this country with the 230th 
Infantry Training Bn. at Camp Wolters, he was sent to the European 
theater in November 1944. Overseas 15 months, he was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge for his part in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. After eight months with the Army of Occupation of Germany 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 
24, 1946. 





ROBERT H. CUMMINGS 


S/Sgt. James Herbert Cummings is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew 
Davis Cummings of Murfreesboro, Arkansas, where he was born October 
21, 1923. He attended Murfreesboro High School and completed his edu- 
cation at Arkansas A. & M. College at Magnolia, Arkansas, before entering 
the Army on April 14, 1943. Sergeant Cummings served his basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas, and served one and a half years in this country 
with the 230th Infantry Training Bn. at Camp Wolters before arriving in 
the European theater in November 1944. Overseas almost 15 months, he 
took part in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns and 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Combat Infantryman Badge. He also holds the Expert Rifleman’s Medal. 
He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 
24, 1946. 


iS neil 


JAMES H. CUMMINGS 


Cpl. John A, Eagle, Jr., son of John A. Eagle, Sr., and Mrs. Carolyn Eagle 
Lewis, was born October 25, 1925, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending schools in Lonoke, Hazen, Little Rock, and 
Murfreesboro. Entering the Marine Corps, aviation detachment, at Little 
Rock, May 15, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and gunnery training at El Centro, California. He also attended Naval 
Air Gunners’ School at Miami, Florida, and qualified as marksman and 
radio gunner. Departing March 27, 1944, for the Pacific theater, Corporal 
Eagle served overseas for more than a year and participated in the con- 
solidation of the Northern Solomons; the Philippine liberation, being 
based at Efate in New Hebrides; and in the campaigns of Emireau, Bis- 
marck Archipelago, and Zamboanga in the Philippines. He was awarded 
two Distinguished Flying Crosses, six Air Medals, and Presidential Unit 
Citation. After being honorably discharged November 23, 1945, at Marine 
Barracks, Naval Air Station, Miami, Florida, he returned to his home in 
Murfreesboro. JOHN A. EAGLE, JR. 
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1.—T/4 Edgar W. McWha is the son of James and 
Lala McWha of Amity, Arkansas, where he was 
born November 5, 1923. He attended Amity High 
School and was a clerk in a wholesale grocery 
warehouse until entering military service March 15, 
1943. Assigned to the Signal Corps, he received his 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
became a telephone repairman. After five months 
with the 55th Field Artillery Training Bn., he was 
sent to Hawaii and remained overseas for 26 months. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon for his 
service in the Pacific. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, November 13, 1945. He and 
pee: the former Veda Mae Sorrell, have one 
child. 


2.—Pfce. Roy B. Alexander is the son of Mrs. Mary 
Alexander of Delight, Arkansas, where he was born 
June 9, 1918. He was educated in the Delight Public 
Schools and entered military service June 26, 1941. 
After serving basic training period at Camp Roberts, 
California, he became a rifleman and was sent to 
the Aleutian Islands. Private Alexander has seen 
service in both the Aleutian Islands campaign and 
the Northern France campaign in Europe and has a 
total of three years and three months of foreign 
service. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star and the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 
17, 1945. 


3.—S/Set. Cletis L. Vaughn is the son of George 
and Lucy Vaughn of Glenwood, Arkansas. Born 
there on February 5, 1922, he attended Glenwood 
High School and was employed in lumber mills and 
mercury mines until entering military service on 
October 19, 1948. Upon completion of his Infantry 
basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, he was sent 
to England in May 1944, and remained in the Eu- 
ropean theater for 19 months. Sergeant Vaughn 
took part in the Normandy, Northern France and 
Rhineland campaigns as an Infantry squad leader 
and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Certificate of Merit and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was transferred to the military 
police in June 1945, and served with the Army of 
Occupation of Germany until he was honorably dis- 
charged December 20, 1945. He and his wife, Mildred 
Rose, have one daughter. 


4.—Cpl. Quincy Howard Lewis is the son of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Quincy Hiram Lewis of Murfreesboro, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born on September 9, 1910. He 
completed his education at Murfreesboro High School 
and Draughon’s Business College, and was a book- 
keeper for Arkansas Quicksilver Mines and also 
served as treasurer of Pike County until entering 
military service on September 4, 1943. Corporal 
Lewis trained at Camp Grant, Illinois, and was 
assigned to the Medical Corps, receiving special 
training at Lawson General Hospital at Atlanta, 
Georgia. In September 1944, he was sent to France 
and served 14 months in the European theater with 
the Medical Department. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 
1, 1945. His wife is the former Edna Marie Steuart. 


5.—T/5 Augustus G. Ingram, Jr., son of Augustus 
G. Ingram, Sr., of Prescott, Arkansas, was born 
at Laneburg, Arkansas, March 23, 1915. After 
completing his education in the Laneburg schools, 
he engaged in sawmill and engineering work prior 
to entering military service March 17, 1944. He was 
sent to North Camp Hood, Texas, for basic training, 
and after seven months of service in this country, 
he sailed for the European theater on October 22, 
1944. As a member of a tank destroyer unit, he 
participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and me 
Central European campaigns. Among his awards 
for meritorious service were the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. After serving with the Army of Occu- 


pation from May 8 to December 13, 1945, he re- 


~ .turned to the United States and was honorably dis- 
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charged December 31, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. He and his wife, Evelyn, are the parents 
of two children. 


6.—Cpl. Billy Joe Fitzgerald, son of Emma Fitz- 
gerald of Glenwood, Arkansas, was born at Amity, 
Arkansas. He was educated in the Glenwood and 
Amity public schools and entered military service 
on December 11, 1940. Corporal Fitzgerald received 
his quartermaster basic training at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, and after two years of service in this 
country arrived in North Africa with the 2nd 
Armored Division in December 1942. He saw a 
total of 31 months of foreign service and was 
wounded in action and awarded the Purple Heart. 
He saw action in the Tunisian, Sicilian, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, North Apennines, Po Valley, 
Southern France and Central Europe campaigns. 
He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, July 22, 1945. His wife is Elizabeth Irene. 


7.—S/Segt. William Garland Cox, son of Mrs. Nola 
Cox, was born April 11, 1923, in Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas. He attended Murfreesboro High School, 
afterwards being engaged as a farmer and miner. 
Entering the Army March 3, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, qualifying as 
engineer (construction). Attached to the 285th En- 
gineers, Sergeant Cox departed October 21, 1944, 
for Germany, and remained overseas for a year and 
five months. He participated in Ardennes and Rhine- 
land campaigns, spending five months with the Army 
of Occupation, and was awarded one Bronze Star. 
After being honorably discharged March 25, 1946, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to 
Murfreesboro, where he lives with his wife, Lorene. 


8.—Shipsfitter 1/c Jadie Brooks McDougald, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. McDougald, was born March 
20, 1916, in Hempstead County, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Blevins Consolidated School and Prescott 
High School, after which he was employed as a body 
and fender worker in Washington, D. C., and as a 
civilian welder on the Bermuda base. Enlisting in 
the Navy May 1948, he received boot training at 
Camp Peary, Virginia. He later attended advanced 
training school at Naval Construction Training Cen- 
ter, Davisville, Rhode Island; was assigned to Sta- 
tion Force as instructor in welding at Camp Endi- 
cott, and served at Camp Thomas, Rhode Island, 
and Port Hueneme, California. After completing his 
training in the United States, he departed in Janu- 
ary 1945, for the Philippine Islands, where he served 
for 11 months. Returning to the States, he was 
honorably discharged at Bainbridge, Maryland, De- 
cember 1, 1945. He and his wife, Rita, live in Pres- 
cott, Arkansas, with their child. 


9.—S/Sgt. Charles L. Haynsworth is the son of 
Charles and Gussie Haynsworth of Glenwood, Ar- 
kansas, where he was born September 29, 1919. 
He attended the Glenwood High School and was a 
grocery. clerk until entering military service on 
November 27, 1941. Assigned to ‘the Army Air 
Force, he completed basic training at Biloxi and 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and after two years in 
this country with the 722nd Classification Sqdn., he 
was sent to England in January 1944, and remained 
overseas a total of more than 19 months. Sergeant 
Haynsworth was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, November 4, 1945. His wife is 
Margaret E. Haynsworth. 


10.—2nd Lt. William L. (Bill) McDougald, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. McDougald of Prescott, Arkan- 
sas, was born there on May 29, 1920. He graduated 
from Blevins High School and Arkansas A. & M. 
College at Magnolia, entering the Army December 
23, 1940. Qualified by previous service in the Ar- 
kansas National Guard, he received basic training 
at Camp Robinson and subsequently departed with 
his unit, Company B, 153rd Infantry, for Alaska, 
where he served for 22 months. Following this, he 
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spent six months at Ft. Lewis, Washington, training 
inductees, later entering training for Pacific combat 
at Camp White, Oregon, with the 96th Infantry 
Division. Transferred to the West Coast for am- 


phibious training at Camp Beale and San Luis 


Obispo, California, he sailed for the South Pacific 
war zone July 20, 1944, where he was soon engaged 
in the fighting on Leyte, in the Philippine Islands. 
For gallantry in action there, he was commissioned 
a second lieutenant on the battlefield on March 6, 
1945, and later took part in the battle to conquer 
Okinawa. On April 12, 1945, in an assault on 
Kakazu Ridge, Lieutenant McDougald, with com- 
plete disregard for his personal safety and an 
earlier wound, exposed himself to intense enemy 
fire while setting up a heavy machine gun, and 
was mortally wounded, dying later in the day in the 
31st Field Hospital. This heroic Arkansas officer 
was buried in the United States Armed Forces 
Temporary Cemetery No. 1 on Okinawa. For de- 
voted service to his country, he received the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Bronze Star 
Medal, and the Silver Star and the Order of the 
Purple Heart, which were awarded posthumously. 
Lieutenant McDougald is survived by his wife, Emma 
Gene McDougald, and a son, William Ralph Mc- 
Dougald, who live at Prescott. In a touching cere- 
mony, Col. John P. Wheeler, commanding officer of 
the Army Ground Service Forces Redistribution 
Station, Hot Springs, presented Mrs. McDougald 
with the Silver Star Medal, awarded posthumously 
to her heroic husband. 


11.—Clyde J. Vaughn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Orbie 
Vaughn of Nevada City, California, formerly of 
Glenwood, Arkansas, was born October 21, 1923. 
He received his education in Glenwood and Waldron 
public schools and was employed at Vaughn Lum- 
ber Co., Glenwood, Arkansas, before entering the 
Infantry April 21, 1942. He received basic training 
at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, and from there was 
shipped to New York. (No further details regard- 
ing the service record of Clyde Vaughan were 
furnished.) 


-12.—Seaman 1/c Otis H. Cantrell, son of Charlie and 
Armelda Cantrell of Glenwood, Arkansas, was born 
at Rosboro, Arkansas, July 23, 1918. He attended 
Rosboro High School and the Sprayberry Radio 
Academy at Washington, D. C., and was employed 
as an inspector of levee construction until entering 
the Navy on April 3, 1944. He was trained at the 
Naval Training Station at San Diego, California, 
and specialized in electrical work. Seaman Cantrell 
served at San Diego throughout his nine months of 
naval service and was honorably discharged there 
on December 22, 1944. He and his wife, Ola La- 
vern, are the parents of one child. 


13.—Fireman 1/c Floyd Oliver is the son of Mary 
Elizabeth Oliver of Amity, Arkansas, where he was 
born October 14, 1910. After completing his educa- 
tion he was engaged in farming and then was a 
truck driver and clerk until entering the Navy on 
April 3, 1944. Fireman Oliver completed boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and in June 1944, was 
sent to Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands. Re- 
maining overseas a total of 16 months, he was 
returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, October 29, 1945. 
He and his wife, Ethel Lizzie, are the parents of 
four children. 


14.—\Cpl. Kenneth A. Young, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Aubrey L. Young, was born at Gurdon, Arkansas, 
November 27, 1921. He received his education by 
attending Gurdon High School, after which he was 
employed by the Missouri Pacific Railway Co. as a 
brakeman. Entering the Corps of Engineers on 
August 20, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia, and by attending service school 
at Ft. Sam Houston, qualified as railway signal 
operator. After serving in the United States 22 
months, he was sent to India on April 22, 1944, 
spending three months as noncommissioned officer 
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and 31 months as railway operator. Corporal Young 
received rifle Marksmanship Medal on November 
19, 1942, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Campaign Ribbon, and European-African-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Ribbon. He received an honor- 
able discharge at Jefferson Barracks, January 7, 
1946, and returned to Gurdon. 


15.—Pvt. James Dorman Young, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Aubrey L. Young, was born at Gurdon, Arkan- 
sas, March 16, 1920. He received his education by 
attending Gurdon High School and Ouachita Col- 
lege, after which he was employed by the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Co. as a conductor.. He entered the 
Infantry June 12, 1944, and received basic training 
at Camp Wolters, Texas. After serving over three 
months he was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, September 25, 1944. He and his 
wife, Louise, live in Gurdon with their child. 


16.—I1st Lt. John Harvey Meeks was born March 4, 
1908, at Antoine, Arkansas. He attended Arkadel- 
phia High School and Henderson State Teachers 
College, after which he was employed by the South- 
ern Kraft Corporation and Standard Oil Co. of 
Louisiana. Entering the Army Air Corps March 
17, 1942, he received basic training at Stockton 
Field, Stockton, California, and attended Officer 
Candidate School, Miami Beach, Florida, and A.S.C. 
Administrative School, Warner Robbins, Georgia. 
He received carbine Marksman’s Medal, and Ex- 
pert Medal with the Thompson sub-machine gun. 
After serving three years in the United States at- 
tached to Air Service Command, he departed March 
18, 1945, for Harmon Field, Guam, where he re- 
mained until February 26, 1946. He was separated 
from the service at Camp Chaffee, April 7, 1946. 


17.—Capt. Wade C. Meeks was born January 20, 
1917, at Antoine, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Arkadelphia High School, Arka- 
delphia, Arkansas, and Tennessee Tech. He was 
employed by Midstates Theater, Inc., at Cookeville, 
Tennessee, until enlisting in the Army Air Corps, 
December 9, 1941. Receiving basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, he later attended Officer 
Candidate School at Miami Beach, Florida. Captain 
Meeks served 18 months in the United States at- 
tached to 4th Air Force and departed September 
5, 1943, for Boringuen Field, Puerto Rico, where he 
remained for over 32 months, returning to the United 
States January 8, 1946. He was separated from 
active service January 17, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


18.—Flight Officer Millikan Jones, son of Margaret 
Millikan Jones of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was born 
at Malvern, Arkansas, March 13, 1925. He attended 
Arkadelphia High School and entered the Army 
Air Forces April 15, 1948. He became a flying 
cadet and served his primary flight training at Ft. 
Stockton, Texas; his basic flight training at Garden 
City, Texas, and his advanced training at Altus, 
Oklahoma. He was commissioned as pilot of B-24 
aircraft and served as a primary instructor at the 
Glider Pilot School, Sheppard Field, Texas. A 
veteran of two and a half vears of Army service, 
he was released from active duty at Buckley Field, 
Colorado, September 21, 1945. 


19.—T/Set. Robert Gordon Jones, son of Margaret 
Millikan Jones of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was born 
at Corning, Arkansas, April 15, 1924. He attended 
Arkadelphia High School and entered the Army Air 
Corps June 4, 1942. Sergeant Jones completed 
his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Gunnery School at Tyndall Field, Florida, 
and Radio School at Salt Lake City, Utah. In April 
1943, he was sent to the 8th Air Force in England, 
and was captured by the Germans when his plane 
was shot down over Germany. Sergeant Jones re- 
mained a German prisoner for a total of 22 months. 
Overseas a total of 27 months, he was awarded the 
Purple Heart for wounds suffered in action and 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters. He 
was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, Lou- 
isiana, October 28, 1945. His wife is the former 
Margaret Green. 


20.—2nd Lt. William Bryan Jones is the son of 
Margaret M. Jones of Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Born 
at Malvern, Arkansas, March 17, 1920, he was 
educated at Pine Bluff High School and Henderson 
State Teachers College and was employed as a shoe 
salesman until entering military service on Febru- 
ary 12, 1941. He completed his Infantry basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and in Au- 
gust 1941, he was sent to Alaska. He remained in 
the Alaskan theater for 19 months and was re- 


PUCATE 


1.—Cpl. Virgil Fagan Coleman, son of Mrs. Joe Cole- 
man, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, January 24, 
1923. Graduating from Mineral Springs High School, 
he engaged in farming until entering the Army Air 
Force on January 19, 1948. He received basic train- 
ing at Miami Beach, Florida, and attended Ordnance 
School, Aberdeen, Maryland. After training in the 
United States almost two years, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater November 7, 1944, par- 
ticipating in Western Pacific, Southern Philippines, 
and Luzon campaigns. Corporal Coleman spent over 
two months with the Army of Occupation. He quali- 
fied for carbine expert January 1, 1944, and for 
meritorious service was awarded three Bronze Stars, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, 
Presidential Unit Citation, and Good Conduct Medal. 
Returning to the United States January 14, 1946, 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, January 19, 1946. He and his wife, 
Eleanor, live in Nashville, Arkansas. 


2—Seaman 2/c Ernest N. Coleman, son of Jasper 
Franklin and Mattie Barnett Coleman, was born at 
Nashville, Arkansas, on June 24, 1908. After at- 
tending Nashville Public Schools, he was employed 
as automobile mechanic and defense plant worker. 
Receiving boot training at Farragut, Idaho, after 
entering the Navy on May 3, 1944, Seaman Coleman 
left the United States on September 22, 1944, for 
the South Pacific where he participated in 14 cam- 
paigns and five battles. He received an honorable 
discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, on October 17, 
1945, and returned to Nashville, where he lives with 
his wife, Betty, and their children. 


3.—T/Sgt. Van A. Hope, son of Ethel and Grady 
Hope, was born September 17, 1917, in Bokhoma, 
Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in November 1923. 
He attended DeQueen High School and A. & M. 
College. Entering the Army April 25, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Sibert, Alabama, 
ranking second highest in markmanship. Sergeant 
Hope was still in the service, according to last re- 
port, and was a patient at Oliver General Hospital, 
Augusta, Georgia, according to last report received. 
His home is in DeQueen, Arkansas, and his wife is 
Mary A. Hope. 


4.—1st/Sgt. Neily B. Coleman, son of Mrs. Amanda 
Coleman, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, Decem- 
ber 12, 1920. He attended public school at Kirby 
and Mineral Springs (Arkansas), then enrolled at 
Magnolia A. & M. College, entering the Arkansas 
National Guard in 1939, while a student there. 
Called to active service on December 23, 1940, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson and was 
sent with Co. D, 153rd Infantry, in the fall of 1941, 
to the Aleutian Islands, where he remained two 
years and a half. Sergeant Coleman holds the Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon with one Battle Star, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged on 
August 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His 
wife is the former Ellen P. Holland. 





5.—Set. Jack A. Coleman, son of Mrs. Mandy Cole- 
man, was born in Nashville, Arkansas, December 25, 
1906. Prior to his entrance into the Army October 
15, 1942, he was engaged in the automobile busi- 
ness. He received basic training at Blackland Army 
Air Field, Waco, Texas, and later attended Water- 
proofing and Transportation Service Schools, quali- 
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turned to the United States. Lieutenant Jones t a 
received his commission at the Officer Candidate 
School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, and was sent to 





France in June 1944. Overseas a total of 28 
he served as an Infantry unit commander in the 
European theater and won the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and 
the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. 
He was released from active service at Camp Butner, 
North Carolina, July 22, 1945. ’ 
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fying as an automotive equipment operator. After 
more than a year at Army air bases in this country, 
Sergeant Coleman landed with the 8th Air Force 
in England and remained overseas more than a year 
and a half. He was awarded the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and the Good Con- 
duct Medal, and was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, on September 23, 1945. He 
lives in Nashville, Arkansas, with his wife, Opal. 


6.—T/Sgt. Neil E. Byers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
H. Byers, was born March 5, 1920, at Nashville, 
Arkansas. After receiving his education by attend- 
ing Nashville High School, he entered the Army Air 
Force January 1, 1942, and was given basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas. Sergeant Byers attended 
Airplane Mechanic and Aerial Gunners’ School at 
Tyndall, Florida, and Airplane Specialist School, 
Santa Monica, California. Attached to 85th Bomb 
Group, he departed from the United States October 
15, 1948, for England, and participated in the air 
offensive over Europe. While on combat mission 
he was shot down over Denmark February 22, 1944, 
and was held prisoner of war by the Germans until 
libecated by the British May 4, 1945. He received 
the Air Medal and Cluster, European Theater of 
Operetions Ribbon with one Battle Star, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Citation. 
Returning to the United States July 30, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston October 
31, 1945. He lives in Nashville, Arkansas. 


7.—S/Set. Elmer (Jack) H. Byers, Jr., son of Elmer 
H. and Lenora Byers of Nashville, was born October 
26, 1922, at Bingen, Arkansas. He attended Bingen 
Grade and Nashville High Schools, after which he 
was employed as farmer and carpenter’s helper. 
Entering the Army Air Forces August 4, 1943, he 
received basic training at Amarillo, Texas, and after- 
wards attended Armament and Gunnery Service 
Schools. Attached to 4th Air Force, he departed 
November 13, 1944, for New Guinea and participated 
in the campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, New 
Guinea, Luzon, P. I., and China. He received Mark- 
manship Medals for use of pistol, carbine, and 
Thompson sub-machine gun and was awarded the 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, and 
American Defense, Good Conduct, Philippine Libera- 
tion, and Victory Ribbons. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Kelly Field, Texas, October 31, 1945, 
returning to Nashville, where he lives with his 
wife, Elizabeth. 


8.—Major William J. Coleman, son of Amanda Cole- 
man, was born July 9, 1910, in Nashville, Arkansas. 
He attended Nashville High School and graduated 
from the University of Arkansas with L.L.B. degree, 
afterwards being engaged as regional director of 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics in Little Rock. 
Entering the Quartermaster Corps March 14, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkan- 
sas, and attended Quartermaster Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and the Infantry 
School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After serving for 
two and a half years in the United States with 
Hq. Qm. Group, A.S.F.U.T.C., Major Coleman de- 
parted September 15, 1944, for Honolulu, Hawaii, 
and Okinawa. Overseas nearly two years, he par- 
ticipated in Western Pacific campaigns. Major Cole- 
man was stationed at Honolulu, and expected to be 
released from active duty September 1, 1946, ac- 
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cording to last report received. His wife, Katherine, 
lives in Nashville, Arkansas. 


9.—Set. Harold J. Ligon, son of Wanda Mary and 
Lon J. Ligon, was born March 31, 1926, in Glen- 
wood, Arkansas. He attended Glenwood High School. 
Entering the Army June 6, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Sergeant 
Ligon qualified as information specialist and served 
with the Infantry for more than a year and with 
the recruiting service for nine months. He departed 
November 20, 1944, for the European Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for seven months, 
spending one month with the Army of Occupation. 
He participated in the battles of Rhineland and 
Central Germany and was awarded one Overseas 
Service Bar, Victory Ribbon, American Theater Rib- 
bon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon with 
two Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Unit 
Award Medal, Army Occupation Ribbon, and Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge. After being honorably dis- 
charged June 15, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, 
he returned to his home in Glenwood, Arkansas. 


10.—Pfe. George Robert (Bob) Coleman, son of Mrs. 
Joe Coleman, was born in Howard County, Arkansas, 
December 8, 1917. A graduate of Mineral Springs 
High School, he engaged in farming and the grocery 
business until entering the Infantry on December 
2, 1943. He received basic training at Camp Fannin, 
Texas, and was stationed in the United States for 
about a year, and then sent with his unit to the 
European Theater of Operations on August 15, 1944. 
Overseas 15 months, Private Coleman participated 
in the Northern France, Rhineland, Central Europe, 
and Ardennes campaigns. For his meritorious ser- 
vice, he was awarded European-African-Middle East- 
ern Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, the Good Con- 
duct Medal, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and 
the Purple Heart for wounds received in Germany 
on April 18, 1945. After being stationed with the 
Army of Occupation for five months, Private Cole- 
man was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, December 8, 1945. He lives in 
Nashville, Arkansas. 


11.—Pfc. Fred L. Duren is the son of Thomas and 
Ida Duren of Amity, Arkansas, where he was born 
February 8, 1910. He was educated at Amity High 
School and was employed at the Naval Gun Factory, 
Washington, D. C., until entering military service on 
May 15, 1943. Assigned to the Anti-Aireraft Ar- 
tillery, he completed basic training at Camp Stewart, 
Georgia, and won the Expert’s Medal for the rifle, 
machine gun, bazooka and in the duties of a can- 
noneer. In May 1944, he arrived with his unit, the 
843rd Anti-Aireraft Bn. in Bombay, India, and re- 
mained in the China-Burma-India theater for 16 
months. He took part in the Burma and India-Burma 
campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, October 30, 1945. He and his wife, Theda, have 
one child. 


12.—Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Charles Presley McVay, 
son of Ura Edith and Earl Thorne McVay, was born 
February 24, 1927, in DeQueen, Arkansas. He at- 
tended DeQueen High School. Entering the Naval 
Reserve in January 1945, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Corpsman’s 
School. At last report he expected to be discharged 
in August, 1946. His home is in DeQueen. 


13.—Storekeeper 1/c Earl Thorne McVay, son of 
Mrs. Lulu B. MeVay, was born January 6, 1905, in 
Grannis, Arkansas. He attended Grannis Grade 
School and was afterwards employed by the Kansas 
City Southern Railroad and Ritchie Grocery Com- 
pany. Entering the Navy (Seabees) September 24, 
1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and departed February 14, 1945, for Guam. 
After more than two years’ service, including nine 
months overseas, he was honorably discharged No- 
vember 24, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, and re- 
turned to DeQueen, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Ura Edith, and their children. 
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14.—Sgt. James Harold Sewell, son of Oma B. in 
Robert K. Sewell, was born December 14, 191 
Russellville, Arkansas. He graduated from DeQ 


High School, afterwards being employed by Dierks —_ 


Lumber and Coal Company and Southwestern Gas 


and Electric Company of DeQueen and by the. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in Little Rock. 
Entering the Army Air Corps April 24, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and attended Armament School at Lowry Field, 
Colorado, and Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas, 
qualifying as carbine marksman and pistol sharp- 
shooter and receiving gunnery and crew member 
wings. Sergeant Sewell served for two years in the 
United States with the 2nd and 4th Air Force crew 
training units and was honorably discharged May 
12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives in 
ee oe with his wife, Elizabeth, and their chil- 
ren. 


15.—T/Sgt. William Kenneth Sewell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert K. Sewell of DeQueen, Arkansas, was 
born March 3, 1922, at Russellville, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at Henderson State Teach- 
ers College and University of Arkansas, and entered 
the Army Air Corps February 19, 1943. Sent to 
Miami Beach, Florida, for basic training, he later 
attended Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois, and 
Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada, and arrived 
in Italy in May 1944. On July 15, 1944, while on 
his 33rd combat mission his plane was shot down 
over Ploesti, Rumania, and he was captured by the 
Germans. On May 2, 1945, he was liberated by 
British troops. Overseas 14 months, Sergeant Sewell 
participated in the Rome-Arno and Balkans air cam- 
paigns and the general air offensive of Europe, and 
was awarded the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and the Presidential Unit Citation. He was 
honorably discharged October 18, 1945, at San 
Antonio, Texas. 


16.—S/Sgt. William Earl McLeod, son of Mrs. J. N. 
McLeod, was born November 25, 1916, in DeQueen, 
Arkansas. He attended DeQueen High School and 
Arkansas Trade School. Entering the Army Air 
Corps September 8, 1942, he received basic training 
at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended A.A.F. 
School at Keesler Field and C-47 School at Long 
Beach, California, qualifying as airplane maintenance 
technician and flight engineer. After serving for a 
year in the United Stats with the 64th Troop Carrier 
Sqdn., Sergeant McLeod departed August 15, 1943, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific theater and remained overseas 
for a year and seven months. He participated in 
campaigns of Northern Solomons; Bismarck Archi- 
pelago; Southern Philippines; Eastern Mandates, and 
New Guinea and was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ser- 
vice Ribbon with one Silver Service Star, Air Medal, 
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Bronze Star, and Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged July 6, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to DeQueen, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Ernestine Ann. 


17.—Yeoman 2/c Ernestine Ann Adams McLeod, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Elbert Adams, 
was born April 2, 1922, in Dallas, Texas, moving to 
Arkansas in 1936. She attended DeQueen High 
School and Arkansas State Teachers College. Enter- 
ing the Waves February 28, 1943, she received train- 
ing at Naval Training Station in Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
qualifying as stenographer. She served for a year 
and nine months with Mine Force, Naval Local De- 
fense Forces, 12th Naval District, and was honorably 
discharged November 25, 1944, at Treasure Island, 
California. She lives in DeQueen, Arkansas, with 
her husband, William Earl McLeon. 


18.—Hospital Aide 1/e Charles Wayne Watson, son 
of Nola Dell and Joe Harding Watson, was_ born 
November 18, 1926, in Nashville, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Nashville School and Southeastern Teachers 
College at Durant, Oklahoma. Entering the Navy 
Medical Corps February 2, 1945, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California. He was still in 
service at Camp Wallace, Texas, according to last 
report received. His home is in Nashville. 








% 


19.—Pfe. Joe Parker Watson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Hardy Watson, was born in Center Point, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Center Point High School and 
‘Southeastern Teachers College at Durant, Oklahoma, 
afterwards being engaged as a school teacher. Enter- 
ing the Medical Corps September 24, 1943, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Barkeley, Abilene, 
Texas, and attended Letterman General Hospital 
School at San Francisco, qualifying as surgical tech- 
nician. After serving for nine months in the United 
States attached to Replacement Depot, he departed 
June 8, 1944, for New Caledonia. Overseas for a 
year and a half, he served at Guadalcanal and 
Bougainville, joining the American Infantry Division 
assigned to the 121st Clearing Hospital, where he 
worked as surgical technician and in the admitting 
office. He also served at Leyte, Cebu, and Yoko- 
hama, Japan, spending three months with the Army 
of Occupation. Private Watson was awarded two 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Citation of 
121st Medical Battalion. After being honorably dis- 
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charged December 12, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Nashville, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Mary Lou, and their child. 


20.—Cpl. Thomas D. Watson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe H. Watson, was born December 28, 1923, in 
Center Point, Arkansas. He attended Nashville High 
School and Southeastern State College at Durant, 
Oklahoma. Entering the Infantry February 23, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp McCain, Missis- 
sippi, and qualified as clerk-typist. Attached to the 
345th Infantry, 87th Infantry Division, Corporal 
Watson departed October 14, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for 
nine months. He participated in the battles of 
Ardennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland and was 
awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Combat Infantry 
Badge. After being honorably discharged December 
8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to his home 
in Nashville, Arkansas. 





HERBERT L. DURHAM 


T/5 Herbert Lyndon Durham, son of Pearl Irene and Herbert Moss Dur- 
ham of Horatio, Arkansas, was born on February 15, 1915, at DeQueen, 
Arkansas. He was educated in the Horatio Public Schools and was 
employed as a tailor until entering military service on May 12, 1942. Sent 
to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, for basic training, he became a member of 
the 85th Infantry Division, and after two years of service in the United 
States was sent to North Africa in December 1944. Corporal Durham was 
then sent to the Italian front and served in the fighting in that locality. 
After being overseas only four months this gallant soldier was killed in 
action in Italy. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He is 
survived by his widow, Sally Juanita Durham. 
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Pfc. Reuel Wesley Fenton, son of Betty Belle and John Reuel 
Fenton, was born December 20, 1920, in DeQueen, Arkansas. 
He attended DeQueen Public Schools, afterwards being engaged 
as street car motorman for the Dallas Railway Company, Dal- 
las, Texas, and as electrician in shipyards in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. Entering the Infantry, anti-tank and signal company, 
September 20, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Hood, 
Texas. Private Fenton served for four and a half months in the 
United States before departing for overseas duty. He participated 
in the Okinawa campaign. According to last report received 
he was still in service. His wife, Juanita, lives in DeQueen with 
their daughter. 





~ REUEL W. FENTON 





* 





S/Sgt. William L. Hokanson, son of Ida and Anton Hokanson of DeQueen, 
Arkansas, was born May 30, 1922, at Texas City, Texas, and his family 
moved to Arkansas in 1944. He completed his education at Texas City 
High School, Texas A. & M. College and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering military service on September 16, 1942, he was sent to Camp 
Roberts, California, for basic training and later attended Army Specialized 
Training Program. Assigned to 393rd Infantry, 99th Division, he arrived 
overseas in October 1944 and was immediately sent into action, and took 
part in the hardest fighting of the Ardennes breakthrough and later fought 
in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas a total of 13 
months, Sergeant Hokanson was awarded the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. 
After four months with the Army of Occupation of Germany, he was 
honorably discharged November 30, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Po 
His wife is the former Patsy Peek. WILLIAM L. HOKANSON 





Pfc. Luther Tribble Bourns is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tony E. Bourns of 
DeQueen, where he was born February 6, 1907. Educated in the DeQueen 
schools, he was employed as a mechanic and truck driver until entering 
the Army on April 25, 1944, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He served his 
Field Artillery basic training at Camp Gordon, Georgia, and after 10 
months in this country was sent to the European Theater of Operations in 
January 1945. During his nine months of foreign service Private Bourns 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon 
for his participation in the Central Europe campaign. He was honorably 
discharged on November 3, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He 
and his wife, Cordelia Smith, are the parents of two daughters and one son. 





LUTHER T. BOURNS 
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Chief Turret Capt. Noah Hancock, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Noah Hancock, 
Sr., was born May 25, 1924, in Camden, Arkansas. He attended DeQueen 
Central, Junior, and Senior High Schools. Entering the Navy June 10, 
1941, he received boot training at San Diego, California. He departed 
August 15, 1941, for Pearl Harbor, and remained overseas for four years 
and eight months. He participated in campaigns of the Marshall and 
Gilbert Islands, Salaema, Lae; the Aleutians; Peleliu, Truk, Satawan, 
Pompee; Saipan, Tinian and Guam; Lepete and Samar; battle of Suviago 
Straits; Luzon and Okinawa. He was awarded American Defense Ribbon 
with one Star; Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 13 Stars; American 
Theater Ribbon; Philippine Liberation Ribbon wth two Stars; Good Conduct 
Medal, and Victory Ribbon. According to last report received he was still 
in the service. His home is in DeQueen, Arkansas. 





NOAH HANCOCK, JR. 


Pfe. Jack Milford Hancock, son of Noah Hancock of DeQueen and Zelma : oR ee 
Lewis of Pep, Texas, was born April 24, 1923, at DeQueen, Arkansas. — : “ 
After completing his education at Adamson High School and Woodrow 
Wilson High Schools at Dallas, Texas, and DeQueen High School, he en- 
listed in the Regular Army July 22, 1940. Completing basic training at 
Ft. Lewis, Washington, he was sent to the South Pacific theater in No- 
vember 1940, and remained there until returning to this country to enter M4 lat 
the Aviation Cadet Program in August, 1943.. He was transferred to the ‘ae ‘* 
Infantry and assigned to the 254th Infantry. Arriving in the European | 
theater in November 1944, he saw action in the Rhineland and Central _ - 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, — 
European Theater Ribbon, Combat Infantryman Badge, Presidential Unit 
Citation, Good Conduct Medal with Clasp, American Defense and American SONS : 
Theater Ribbons and the Purple Heart for wounds received in action. He . \ * 
was honorably discharged July 25, 1945, at Ft. Lewis, Washington. His 1... 3# Te, 
wife is Virginia Louise. 






JACK M. HANCOCK 


> S/Sgt. Ralph L. Fleming, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Robert Fleming of 
DeQueen, Arkansas, was born at Wayne, Oklahoma, December 5, 1921, and 
came to Arkansas in 1938. He attended Smithville High School at Smith- 
ville, Oklahoma, and was employed by the Queen Oil Company and the 
Knight Dry Goods Co. until entering military service January 1, 1943. 
Sergeant Fleming received his Air Corps basic training at Sheppard Fieid, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, and later was sent to Glider Maintenance and Clerical 
Schools. He became an administrative specialist and saw three years’ 
service with the 810th Army Air Force Base Unit. Holder of the American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal for the rifle and carbine, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 9, 1946. He and his wife, Jessie, are 
the parents of one child. 





RALPH L. FLEMING 


Pfe. Hollis Adams Smith, son of William and Rose Smith of Foreman, 
Arkansas, was born September 8, 1914, at New Hope, Arkansas. Educated 
at Foreman High School and Draughon’s Business College, he was owner 
and manager of an automotive agency until entering military service April 
28, 1944. He was sent to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, for basic infantry 
training and arrived overseas on the Italian front in November 1944. 
During his nine months overseas he took part in the Rome-Arno, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and earned the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. 
He also holds the rifle Marksman Medal. Private Smith was honorably 
discharged November 15, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and ier rae 

his wife, Julia Sue, have two children. Te) 2 eee 
HOLLIS A. SMITH 
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JAMES H. HARMON, JR. 


Aviation Cadet James H. Harmon, Jr., son of Mrs. and Mrs. James H. 
Harmon, Sr., was born July 3, 1925, at Ft. Smith, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending Ft. Smith Senior High School and was employed 
as junior weather observer prior to entering the Army Air Corps Janu- 
ary 9, 1944. He received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
later attended Pre-flight School, Santa Ana, California; AAF Navigation 
School, San Marcos, Texas, and Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, qualifying 
for aerial gunner. Cadet Harmon received carbine Marksmanship Medal, 
American Theater Defense Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged October 29, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, 


returning to Fort Smith. 
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JOSEPH W. HOLLEY 


Cpl. Joseph Wilson Holley, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Holley of Fort Smith, 
was born August 4, 1923, in Bentonville, Arkansas. He graduated from 
St. Annes Academy, Fort Smith, and attended University of Arkansas 
College of Electrical Engineering. Entering the Infantry July 18, 1944, 
he received his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Corporal 
Holley transferred to the Army Air Corps April 11, 1945, and attended 
Remote Control Turret School at Lowry Field, Colorado, where he quali- 
fied as a remote control turret mechanic and armorer. He was awarded 
the American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon and Victory Ribbon, 
and was honorably discharged June 28, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 
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T/Sgt. Edlin King H 
was born March 4, 192! 
his education by attending Fort 
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EUGENE F. HENNIG 





aeneur son of Arah V. and Thad H. Harbour, 
920, at Fort Smith, Arkansas. He received 
Smith Senior High School. Enlist- 


1st Lt. Eugene Frederick Hennig, son of Mr. and Mrs. Otto 
Emanuel Hennig, was born March 19, 1920, at Fort Smith. He 
received his education at First Lutheran School, Fort Smith; 
Senior High School, Fort Smith, and University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, from which he graduated June 8, 1942, with a B.S. 
degree in engineering. Entering the Army Air Corps June 24, 
1942, his basic training was received at R.O.T.C. at University 
of Arkansas, where he received his commission in the Air Corps 
May 27, 1942. He received silver pilot wings at Lubbock Army 


' Flying School, Lubbock, Texas, June 26, 1943, qualifying for 


first pilot of C-47 transport plane. After serving one year and 
eight months in the United States he departed for England, 
flying his own plane, arriving in England in March, 1944. Lieu- 
tenant Hennig participated in the invasion of Normandy, June 
6, 1944, on which date he was killed in action near Carenton, 
France. His plane was shot down by enemy anti-aircraft fire, 
and all member of the crew were killed. He was awarded the 
Purple Heart and Air Medal with Citation, posthumously. He 
is survived by his parents, who live in Fort Smith. 





cr Bisa | 
<i 


ing in the Army Air Corps February 3, 1941, he received basic 
Bing at Geeeeeen Barracks, Missouri. He attended Air Corps 
Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois, receiving 
diploma as airplane mechanic September 12, 1941, and then 
attended Bombsight Maintenance School at Lowry Field, Denver, 
Colorado, receiving diploma February 28, 1942. Sergeant Har- 
bour served at Fresno and Alameda, California, and Wilmington, 
North Carolina, then tranferring to Wendover Field, Utah. While 
on routine flight January 26, 1944, the plane crashed, killing all 
crew members. He is survived by his wife, Imogene Rhodes Har- 
pour, and his parents, who live in Fort Smith. 
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Pfe. Willie Ware Nance, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence O. Nance 
of Fort Smith, was born at Jenny Lind, Arkansas, September 26, 
1915. He attended elementary school at Jenny Lind and the 
Greenwood High School at Greenwood. He was employed by the 
E. H. Noel Coal Company before entering the service November 
9, 1943. Private Nance was sent to Camp Fannin, Texas, for 
basic training and was trained as an infantryman. He won the 
rifle Marksmanship Medal while there. Sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands and on into the South Pacific, he remained overseas for 
one year before he was killed in action during the battle for 
Okinawa. This gallant soldier died April 20, 1945, and was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his wife, 


the former Lucille Haley. 





WILLIE W. NANCE 





Brig. Gen. William Orlando Darby was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Percy W. Darby of Fort, Smith, where he was born February 8, 
1911. He graduated from Fort Smith High School and the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, New York. He was sent 
to the British Isles in January 1942, where he served with the 
34th Division. General Darby formed the 1st Ranger Bn., in 
England and led this unit throughout the many hard-fought 
battles of the North African campaign. It was under his leader- 
ship that the Rangers spearheaded the Sicilian invasion. General 
Darby fought several hand-to-hand battles with Germans and 
Italians. After two of his three Ranger battalions were destroyed 
he was placed in command of the 179th Inf. of the 45th Div., until 
returning to this country in April 1944. After serving 11 months 
at Washington, he went back to Italy as division commander of 
the 10th Mountain Div. The general was killed in action by ar- 
tillery fire only eight days after assuming this command and two 
days before all German forces in Italy surrendered. He had been 
wounded three times and held 10 high military decorations, in- 
cluding the Distinguished Service Cross with one Oak Leaf Clus- 
ter, Silver Star, French Croix de Guerre, Distinguished Service 
Order from the British government, Legion of Merit, Purple 
Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the rarely awarded Order 
of Kutuzov from the Russian government. He had been selected 
by Future Magazine as one of the 10 most outstanding American 
young men for 1948. 
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ARTHUR A. CHIDESTER 





Ist Lt. Randall David Chidester, son of Lydia H. and Arthur 
Price Chidester, was born January 26, 1918, at Fort Smith, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Parker Grade School, Fort Smith Junior and 
Senior High Schools, and University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, 
graduating in June 1940, as a reserve officer. Entering the Army 
April 22, 1941, at Camp Robinson, he participated in the Ten- 
nessee maneuvers and was later stationed at Ft. Lawton, Wash- 
ington, before sailing for Yakutat, Alaska, August 22, 1941. 
Returning to the United States in April 1944, he was stationed 
at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and Ft. Meade, Maryland, before 
being sent to England in June 1944, and to France as a replace- 
ment July 17, 1944. Lieutenant Chidester served as platoon 
leader of the weapons platoon and with his company participated 
in the attack near Lambezellac, France, during the 13th In- 
fantry’s campaign against Brest. Lieutenant Chidester was 
wounded in action at Lambezellac on September 8, 1944, and 
died on September 9. He was buried in Grave 124, row 5, plot J, 
U. 8. Military Cemetery, St. James, France. He was awarded 
the American Defense Ribbon with Star, Overseas Service Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with Star, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and the Purple Heart, post- 
humously. Lieutenant Chidester is survived by his parents, 
who live in Fort Smith. 
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Lt. Coi. Arthur Adolph Chidester, son of Lydia H. and Arthur 
Price Chidester, was born September 1, 1913, at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He attended Parker Grade School, Fort Smith Junior 
and Senior High Schools, and the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Entering the Marine Corps October 6, 1935, he 
received basic training at the University of Arkansas; Basic 
School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Naval War College, New- 
port, Rhode Island. He qualified as expert rifleman and expert 
pistol marksman. Departing from the United States July 15, 
1943, for two and a half years’ overseas service, Colonel Chidester 
served at Kiska, Aleutian Islands, and Shanghai, China, and par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Kwajalein, Marshall Islands; 
Emireau, Admiralties; Guam, Marianas; Palau, Carolines; Leyte 
and Luzon, Philippines; and Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 
served with the Army of Occupation in Tokyo, Hokkaido, and 
Aomori, Japan. Among other decorations and acknowledgments 
of active duty, Colonel Chidester received the Legion of Merit. 
According to last report received he is still in service. 
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Pfc. Abe Kenneth Ogden, son of Mr. and Mrs. Abe H. Ogden of Harrison, 
Arkansas, was born December 4, 1917. He attended Clarksville High 
School and later attended Arkansas tSate Teachers College, Conway, 
Arkansas, and University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. He taught vocational 
agriculture at Scotland, Arkansas. Private Ogden entered the Army Air 
Corps December 27, 1942, and received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas. He was sent to Scott Field where he completed his basic training 
in August 1943. Private Ogden was then sent to Mathew Field, Sacramento, 
California as tower operator. His wife is Vera Mae Ogden of Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. No further details regarding the service record of Private 


EMING 


Ogden were furnished. 





WILLIAM L. RO 


S/Sgt. Robert L. Roam is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William L. Roam of Fort 
Smith, where he was born on December 29, 1923. Educated in the Fort 
Smith public schools, he entered the Army Air Corps August Pose isttoe 
and received his basic training at Greensboro, North Carolina. He then 
attended the Armament School, Gunnery School and took CTD training. 
Sergeant Roam became 
ruary 1945. Overseas one year, he took part in the Northern France, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the Air Medal. 
He was returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, March 17, 1946. 


AM, JR. 
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Pfc. Wendel Allen Fleming, son of Mr. and Mrs. William A 
of Dyer, Arkansas, was born at Dyer on December 15; 19: 

~ educated at Tulsa, Oklahoma, High School, and entered the Mari 
April 9, 1942. Upon the completion of boot training at San Diego, 
fornia, he became expert in the use of special weapons, and in June ‘ 
was sent to Australia. He attended a weapons school at Ballart, Australia, — 
and then saw action in New Guinea, New Britain, and on Peleliu during his — 
two years overseas. Wounded on Peleliu, he was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Navy Citation, Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- | 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, 
and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on April 9, 1946, at 
Key West, Florida. He and his wife, Wanda Beth, now make their home 
at 3801 Rogers Avenue, Fort Smith. 





ABE K. OGDEN 


Ist Lt. William L. Roam, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William L. Roam, 
Sr., of Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he was born September 23, 1921. 
He attended the Fort Smith public schools and enlisted in the Regular 
Army on October 17, 1939. A veteran of service with both the Infantry 
and Engineers, he completed his basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and later attended Officer Candidate School at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. Lieutenant Roam became an expert in mapping work and served 
four years in the United States with the Corps of Engineers before he 
was sent to England in January, 1944. Overseas almost two years, he 
took part in the Central Europe campaign and then returned to this 
country. He was released from active service at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, March 6, 1946. His wife is the former Pearl Louise Govern of 
Portland, Oregon. 


B-17 gunner and was sent to England in Feb- 





ROBERT L. ROAM 
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2nd Lt. Ralph T. Eubanks, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Claude Eubanks, 
was born October 22, 1920, in Cecil, Arkansas. He attended consolidated 
schools and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being employed as an 
insurance salesman. Entering the Marine Corps August 7, 1942; he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Aviation Ord- 
nanceman School and Officer Candidate School. He qualified as rifle 
platoon leader, anti-tank platoon leader, adjustant aviation armorer, Mor- 
tarman and expert rifleman. After serving in the States in the Candidates’ 
Detachment Infantry Leaders’ School, he departed February 9, 1943, for 
the Solomon Islands. He remained on that island over six months and 
returned to the States. He left the second time on April 1, 1945, and after 
six months in the Occupational Army of Japan, was again returned to the 
States. Lieutenant Eubanks received a Presidential Unit Citation and was 
honorably discharged May 10, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois, Naval Train- 
ing Center. His wife is Berry M. Eubanks. 


Gunner’s Mate 1/c Mancil Monroe Basnett, son of Mrs. Rose May Freeman 
of Fort Smith, was born at Phoebus, Virginia, November 13, 1924. He 
attended the Duval schools and enlisted in the Navy on December 12, 
1941. After completing boot training at San Diego, California, he attended 
Gunner’s Mate School at Washington, D. C., and was sent to the South 
Pacific theater in January 1942. Overseas 31 months, he took part in the 
Bougainville, New Guinea, Saipan, Marcus Island and Philippine campaigns, 
and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Star, 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Nashville, Ten- 
nesse, November 25, 1945. His wife is Peggy Yvonne. 





LAWRENCE T. VERNON 


: Lecel Jefferson Vernon, son of John Thomas Vernon 
PE ks born July 2, 1919, at Mt. Vernon, Arkansas. Educated 
in the Fort Smith schools, he was employed as a carpenter until ees 
the Navy Seabees August 25, 1944. He was trained at Camp Perry, Wi ls 
liamsburg, Virginia, and with his unit, the 144th Naval Const NC 
Bn., was sent to Guam in the South Pacifie area in February 1945. Over- 
seas nine months, he spent mos 
Lawrence, who was also stationed on 
to this country and was 





honorably discharged November 24, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife are the parents of three children. 





MANSIL M. BASNETT 


Carpenter’s Mate 2/e Lawrence Thomas Vernon, son of John Thomas 
Vernon of Fort Smith was born at Pangborn, Arkansas, February 24, 
1922. He attended Fort Smith High School and was employed as a car- 
penter until entering the Navy Seabees on November 27, 1942. After 
completing boot training at Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia, he was 
sent to the Hawaiian Islands in March, 1943. Overseas more than 30 
months, he saw service with Naval Construction Battalions in the Hawaiian 
Islands and during the campaign for the Island of Guam. He holds the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. Mate Vernon was 
returned to this country and was honorably discharged at Camp Parks, 
California, October 29, 1945. His wife is Bettina Vernon. 


t of his off-duty hours with his brother, 
Guam at that time. He was returned 





LECEL J. VERNON 


[ 875 ] 








The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Cpl. Harold Lee White, son of John B. and Bessie M. White, was born at 
Fort Smith, July 21, 1920. He received his education by attending Parker 
and Rogers Junior and Senior High Schools, afterwards being employed 
by the Union Pacific Railroad Company. Enlisting in the Marine Corps 
December 10, 1941, he received boot training at Camp Endicott, San Diego, 
California. Corporal White trained seven months in the United States 
and was sent to the South Pacific attached to the 22nd Marine Infantry 
in July 1942. After serving two years in the Asiatic-Pacific area, he was 
killed in action at Guam, July 24, 1944. Corporal White was awarded the 
Purple Heart, posthumously. His parents reside in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 





Flight Officer Clyde Russell Horne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Horne of 
1002 Second Northwest, Canton, Ohio, was born at Paris, Arkansas, Oc- 
tober 28, 1921. He attended Paris High School and Arkansas Polytechnical 
College at Russellville and was employed as a flight instructor at the Helena 
Aero Tech, Helena, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Corps on October 
26, 1944, he attended the Basic Instrument School at Greenwood, Mis- 
sissippi, and became the pilot of two-engined aircraft. In March 1945, he 
was sent to India and took part in the Burma-China campaign. Overseas 
nine months, he was awarded the Air Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at San 
Antonio, Texas, February 21, 1946. He and his wife, Imogene, have one 
child. 





CLYDE R. HORNE 


Airborne Electronics Technician Mate 3/c Amasa Howell Watson, Jr., son 
of Harvey Marie and Amasa Howell Watson, Sr., was born September 24, 
1926, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Grade and High School in 
Fort Smith and the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. Entering the 
Navy December 28, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Califor- 
nia, and attended service schools at Hugh Manley, Chicago, Illinois; Gulf- 
port, Mississippi; and Corpus Christi, Texas, specializing in radio and 
radar. According to last report received, he expected to be discharged 
in July, 1946. His home is in Fort Smith. 





AMASA H. WATSON, JR. 


T/4 Raymond L. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Johnson,’ was born 
December 27, 1919, at Delaware, Arkansas. He graduated from Fort Smith 
Senior High School and attended University of Arkansas three years. 
Entering the Army Medical Corps March 14, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, qualifying for surgical technician. Serving 
one year in the United States, he was sent to Oran, North Africa, April 
29, 1948, and participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, and Rhineland 
campaigns. He received the Unit Citation in August 1945 and, after 
serving two and a half years overseas was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, November 20, 1945, returning to Fort Smith, 
where he lives with his wife, Alice. 





Sites. 


RAYMOND L. JOHNSON 
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Seaman 1/c Alton L. Pate, son of Effie Lee and Otis L. Pate, was born 
March 12, 1926, in Athens, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Grade and 
Junior High Schools and Sam Houston High School in Houston, Texas, 
afterwards being employed as machinist at the Port Houston Iron Works. 
Entering the Navy March 12, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Gunnery School where he qualified as gunner. 
Seaman Pate departed from the United States July 3, 1944, for nearly two 
years service in the Marshall and Gilbert Islands and later in Panama, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Port of Spain (Trinidad), Brazil, Uruguay, and 
Argentina. He returned to the United States March 1946, and according 
to last report received, expected to be discharged in May, 1946. 





ALTON L. PATE 


T/Sgt. Paul Preston Pace, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pace, was born July 
14, 1922, at Fort Smith. He attended Fort Smith Grade and High Schools 
and University of Arkansas. He entered the Army Air Corps November 
12, 1942, at Camp Robinson, and was later transferred to Keesler Field, 
Biloxi, Mississippi, for basic training. After completing enlisted branch 
No. 2, Army Administration School, at Hattiesburg, Mississippi, he was 
sent overseas, arriving in the European theater May 5, 1944. He was 
assigned to the 49th Air Service Group in England. Moving with the unit 
to France in September 1944, he was assigned to Hq. and Base Service 
Sqdn., 455th Air Service Group, under the IX Troop Carrier Command, 
serving as chief clerk and acting first sergeant. He was awarded the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater, American Theater and Victory 
Ribbons, and Good Conduct Medal, and was discharged from the Air 
Corps at Baer Field, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, November 30, 1945, and re- 
turned to Fort Smith. 









PAUL P. PACE 


S/Sgt. Rufus F. Pate, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Fulton Pate, Sr., was 
born October 26, 1913, at Crowder, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1926. 
He received his education at Fort Smith Junior and Senior High Schools 
and Smith-Hughes Vocational Trade School at Fort Smith, afterwards 
being employed as automobile painter. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps 
October 14, 1940, he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, qualifying for aircraft welder. After nearly two years’ service in 
the United States, Sergeant Pate departed for England July 1, 1942, at- 
tached to 50th Air Service Sqdn. He remained in England three months 
and was then sent to North Africa, arriving in Oran, Algeria, November 
22, 1942. He served in the campaigns of Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, and Rome- 
Arno, and returned to the United States October 22, 1944. He received 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Ribbon with three Bronze Stars. Receiving an honorable 
A «© discharge September 19, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Fort Smith, 
RUFUS F. PATE, JR. where he lives with his wife, Mary Virginia. 





Ist Lt. James A. Toller, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. James Toller, Sr., was born 
January 18, 1923, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith High 
School, Notre Dame University and University of Arkansas. Enlisting in 
the Air Corps November 26, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, qualifying as pilot. Lieutenant Toller departed July 3, 1944, 
for Port Moresby, New Guinea, and remained overseas for more than a 
year, participating in campaigns of Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, 
Western Pacific, China Sea, Philippines, Borneo and other engagements. 
While making low-level strafing run on Kendara, Celebes, January 18, 1949, 
both motors of his P-38 were shot out by ground fire. He crash-landed and 
escaped into the jungle, being rescued by a Catalina flying boat. He was 
credited with four Japanese planes and was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Star. According to last report he was still in service. He and 2 ie 
his wife, the former Mary Nagel, have one child. JAMES A. TOLLER, JR. 
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S/Sgt. Francis B. Burns, son of Leo A. Burns, Sr., and America L. Burns, 
was born in Fort Smith October 11, 1923. He received his education by 
attending _ Immaculate Conception and St. Anne’s Academy. Entering the 
Infantry January 20, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and after six months’ training was sent to New Caledonia June 
24, 1943, attached to 35th Infantry, 25th Division. He participated in the 
campaigns of the Northern Solomons and Luzon in the Philippines and 
served three months with the Army of Occupation in Japan. Sergeant 
Burns received Expert Rifleman’s and Combat Infantryman’s Badge, to- 
gether with Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star. After 30 
months’ service overseas, he was discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 





12, 1946, returning to Fort Smith. 
FRANCIS B. BURNS 


Sgt. Albert L. Lewis was born July 12, 1915, in Somerville, Massachusetts, 
moving to Arkansas in August 1942. He attended Somerville High School 
and Boston University, afterwards being engaged as division director of 
the National Aeronautic Association. Enlisting July 18, 1942, he was 
called to active duty in the Air Force June 14, 1943, with the Army Air- 
ways Communications System, and received basic training in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. He attended Eastern Signal Corps Radio School in 
Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, and received A.A.F. Technician’s Badge and 
A.A.C.S. Bar. He served in the United States for 11 months and departed 
May 28, 1944, for Oran, Algeria. Sergeant Lewis remained overseas for a 
year and a half and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged December 20, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, he returned to Washington, D. C., where he lives with his wife, 
Iris, and their child. 





ALBERT L. LEWIS 


Pfc. Ell Glenn Daniels, son of Ell and Hazel Daniels, was born at Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. He received his education by attending Fort Smith 
Junior and Senior High Schools. Entering the Infantry July 29, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. Private Daniels 
qualified for expert rifleman and infantryman and departed for England 
on September 1, 1944. After regrouping in England, he was sent to the 
continent and was killed in action November 20, 1944. He is survived by 


his parents, who live in Fort Smith. 





ELL G. DANIELS 


Pfc. Johny Shopfner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Shopfner, Sr., of Fort Smith, 
was born on September 16, 1907, at Huntington, Arkansas. He attended 
the Trusty schools and was employed as an upholsterer until entering mili- 
tary service on March 2, 1944. He was assigned to a railway battalion and 
received his basic training at Camp Plauche, Louisiana. Private Shopfer 
became a brakeman and earned the Marksmanship Medal before arriving 
in the European theater in Septembr 1944. Overseas a total of more than 
14 months, he participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and was awarded the European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and a Commendation for Meritorious Service. He was honorably 
discharged on November 30, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He 
and his wife, Vera, have two children. 
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S/Sgt. Corbin H. Bridges, son of Maude and Huel Bridges, was born at 
Greenwood, Arkansas, August 20, 1921. He attended Greenwood High 
School and enlisted in the Army on November 10, 1939. Sergeant Bridges 
received basic training at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, and was at Pearl 
Harbor at the time of the Japanese attack on December 7, 1941. Returning 
to this country in the spring of 1943, he attended the Infantry Officer’s 
Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, where he qualified as expert 
rifleman, and later joined the 319th Infantry, 80th Division. Arriving in 
the European theater in July 1944, he participated in the Northern France, 
Southern France, and Rhineland campaigns. A veteran of more than four 
years of foreign duty, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
the Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman Badge, and American Defense 
Service Ribbon with Star. He was honorably discharged June 27, 1945, at 
pee Ce Arkansas. He and his wife, Cathryn live in Greenwood with 
eir child. 


id 


S/Set. Halton Howard Gordon, son of Robert Lee and Beulah Gordon of 
Greenwood, Arkansas, was born in Greenwood on July 24, 1922. He com- 
pleted his education at Greenwood High School and was engaged in farm- 
ing and mining until entering military service on January 16, 1943. After 
serving his basic training period at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, he arrived 
with his unit, the 618th Engineer Base Equipment Company, in New 
Guinea in January 1944. During his 23 months of overseas duty, he served 
as a mess sergeant and saw action in the New Guinea and Luzon cam- 
paigns. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Star, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Meritorious Unit Award, 
he was honorably discharged on January 4, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Janelle, have one child. 





HALTON H. GORDON 


Set. John William Spearman, son of Montie Emma and William Bell Spear- 
man, was born in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood School 
and New Hope, Arkansas, School, afterwards being employed in California 
and Washington shipyards. Entering the Infantry September 21, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and was awarded 
Marksman and Machine Gunner Medals. Sergeant Spearman departed 
February 15, 1945, for Luzon and the Philippines and participated with 
the 33rd Division in the battle of Luzon and with the 6th Army in the 
capture of Baguio. He was wounded in action and served as M.P. sergeant 
with the Army of Occupation. According to last report received he was 
still in service with the Anti-aircraft Row C, Btry. 209, A.A.A., A.W. Bn. 





(S.P.). His home is in Greenwood. 





JOHN W. SPEARMAN 


M/Set. Marvin Spearman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jess Monroe Spearman, 
was born December 20, 1919, at Greenwood, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Greenwood High School and Draughon’s Business 
College at Fort Smith, later being employed by_the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Co., Los Angeles, and Bank of America, Los Angeles. Enlisting 
in the Army Air Corps, Finance Department, November 5, 1941, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and by attending Fi- 
nance School at Ft. Benjamin Harrison, Indiana, qualified for chief clerk, 
finance office. Sergeant Spearman served four years attached to Finance 
Department, Air Corps, and was honorably discharged at Randolph Field, 


Texas, January 21, 1946. 
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Lt. (j. g.) James T. Charles, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Hiram Charles, was 
born February 28, 1924, at Van Buren, Arkansas. He attended Van Buren 
Grade School, Fort Smith Junior and Senior High School, and Hendrix 
College at Conway, Arkansas. Entering the Navy, he received training at 
Midshipman’s School, Plattsburg, New York, and V-12, Louisiana Poly- 
technic College, Ruston, Louisiana. Lieutenant Charles departed from the 
United States August 9, 1944, for nearly two years’ overseas service, 
participating in the invasions of the Philippine Islands; Ormoc, Leyte 
Island; Mindoro; Mariveles, Luzon; and Zamboanga, Mindanao. He quali- 
fied for four Battle Stars in addition to other acknowledgments of active 





JAMES T. CHARLES 


2nd Lt. Floyd Eugene Fry is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Fry of Fort 
Smith, where he was born January 26, 1919. He attended Fort Smith High 
School and the University of Arkansas, and was employed as a salesman 
until entering military service on April 16, 1941. Sent to Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, for basic training, he was assigned to the Quartermasters 
and later transferred to the Infantry. Lieutenant Fry completed courses 
at the Infantry School, the Paratroop School and Demolition School and 
became a regimental demolition officer with the 504th Parachute In- 
fantry. After three years in this country, he was sent with his unit to the 
European Theater of Operations and served in Africa, Sicily and Italy 
during his one year of overseas service. He was honorably discharged 
on May 7, 1944, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is the former Marye 
Bogan. 


duty and, according to last report received, was still in service. 
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FLOYD E. FR 


Aviation Cadet William Marcus Ristig, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Marcus Ristig, Sr., of Fort Smith, was born on October 4, 1925, at Hazen, 
Arkansas. He completed his education at the Fort Smith High School 
and Fort Smith Junior College and was employed as an abstractor until 
entering the Army Air Forces on April 10, 1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he later attended the College of Idaho and com- 
pleted primary, basic and advance flight training. A veteran of two and 
a half years of military service, he holds the American Theater Ribbon, 
the Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the Expert’s Medal for the 
carbine. He was honorably discharged on October 30, 1945, at Barksdale 


Field, Shreveport, Louisiana. 





WILLIAM M. RISTIG, JR. 


Pfc. Jim Gamble, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will Gamble of Bonanza, Arkansas, 
was born February 1, 1910, at Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He attended Jenny 
Lind High School and was employed as a millwright and coal miner until 
entering the military service on October 22, 1943. He received his basic 
training at Camp Fannin, Texas, and later attended Officer’ Candidate 
School. Assigned to the 175th Infantry, 29th Infantry Division, he ar- 
rived in England in May 1943, and saw more than 21 months of overseas 


duty. He served in the Normandy, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Ger- ' 


many campaigns and was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered 
in action and the Bronze Star Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Good 
Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the 
American Theater Ribbon. After serving seven months with the Army 
of Occupation of Germany, Private Gamble was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged on December 8, 1945, at Camp Grant, 
Illinois. His wife is Sylvia Hazel Gamble. 
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JOHN R. CHEEK 


Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Ivan Lawrence Bounds, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
L. Bounds, was born September 16, 1926, in Clarksville, Arkansas. He 
attended Fort Smith Senior High School and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy June 6, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, and attended Hospital Corps School in San Diego, California, quali- 
fying in X-ray and in property and accounting. Mate Bounds served for 
two years and was honorably discharged July 1, 1946, at Bainbridge, 
Maryland. His home is in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


Piece VUGIBTING MEN Gf ARKANSAS 


Cpl. John R. Cheek, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Lind, Arkansas. He attended Howard Hill, 
California, Schools. Entering the 523rd Ord. H. M. (F.A.) Company 
January 11, 1945, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas. He 
was still in service, according to last report. His home is in Greenwood, 





B. Cheek, was born in Jenny 
Jenny Lind, and Berkley, 








IVAN L. BOUNDS 





JAMES B. DUNN 





S/Sgt. James B. Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Dunn, was born May 25, 
1921, at Greenwood, Arkansas. Graduating from Greenwood High School, 
he attended Arkansas Tech at Russellville for one and a half years. Enlist- 
ing in the Army Air Force January 6, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, later attending Radio School, Sioux Falls, South Da- 
kota, where he qualified for radio operator-mechanic. He served with 
the 206th C.A. (AA) one year and one year in Air Corps schools in the 
United States. Sergeant Dunn was stationed at Dutch Harbor, Alaska, 
during the Japanese raids in June 1942. Returning to the United States, 
he was sent to Europe and participated in the invasion of Normandy June 
6, 1944, the invasion of Southern France and Holland, and the crossing of 
the Rhine. He was awarded Air Crew Member’s Badge, Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Star, 
European Theater Ribbon with seven Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and 
President Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, September 12, 1945, and returned to Fort Smith. 


T/4 Benjamin D. Dunn, son of Mr .and Mrs. John Henry Dunn, was born 
at Greenwood, Arkansas, April 8,-1915. He received his education by 
attending Greenwood High School and Fort Smith Commercial College. 
Enlisting in the Army Finance Department, March 19, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma ,qualifying for finance technical clerk. 
After serving nearly two years attached to Hq. 14th Corps, he departed 
from the United States January 23, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. 
He saw service in the Guadalcanal and New Georgia campaigns and quali- 
fied for marksman with the carbine in October 1944. He was awarded 
the American Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, August 19, 1945. 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 








Capt. Richard Louis Martin, son of William O’Bradley and Helen Barker 
Martin of Fort Smith was born September 18, 1914, at El Reno, Oklahoma. 
He is a graduate of Fort Smith High School and was Fort Smith municipal 
court clerk before entering military service June 18, 1942. After basic 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, he was sent to Officer Candidate School, 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. After two and a half years in this country at Ft. 
McClellan, Alabama, he sailed with his unit, the 99th Infantry Division, 
for France in September 1944. Overseas a total of 11 months, Captain 
Martin served in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and was awarded Silver Star Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze 
Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and Combat 
Infantryman Badge. Wounded in Belgium during the Battle of the Bulge, 
he was also.awarded the Purple Heart. He was returned to this country 
and was returned to inactive duty on November 4, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Kathryn Hamilton Martin, have one child. 





RICHARD L. MARTIN 


Ist Lt. William Dexter Martin was the son of William O’Bradley and Helen 
Barker Martin of Fort Smith. Born in E] Reno, Oklahoma on July 27, 1916, 
he completed his education at Fort Smith High School. He enlisted in the 
Air Corps October 1, 1940, and served basic training at Scott Field, Illinois. 
In July 1941, he was sent to Newfoundland, serving with anti-submarine 
patrol. Returning to this country he was commissioned as a fighter pilot 
and sent to England in February 1944. Overseas more than 22 months, he 
took part in the invasion of France and the air offensive of Europe and 
was credited with seven enemy planes and more than 300 combat hours. 
He was returned to this country and was killed in.a freak storm near Gar- 
den City, Texas, when his plane crashed July 7, 1945. He was holder of 
the American Defense Ribbon with Star, European Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation and the Certificate of Valor. He is 
survived by his widow, the former Gloria Read, and three children. 





WILLIAM D. MARTIN 


Lt. Col. Maurice J. Fitzgzerald, son of Mrs. Bessie Fitzgerald, was born 
May 11, 1915, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Senior 
High School and Junior College. Entering the Air Corps October 15, 1937, 
he received basic training at Randolph Field, Texas, and Kelly Field, 
Texas, specializing as senior pilot and combat observer and qualifying as 
aerial gunnery sharpshooter in 1939; pilot, October 5, 1938; combat ob- 
server, October 5, 1938, and senior pilot, October 1942. Colonel Fitzgerald 
served from June 1940, to February 1941, at Borinquen Field, Puerto Rico, 
and departed in April 1944, for England. He participated in European 
Theater of Operations combat before invasion and two submarine attacks 
in the Atlantic Ocean and received the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster. He became a Caterpillar Club member May 24, 1944, and Goldfish 
Club member in April 1943. Colonel Fitzgerald, at last report, was still 
in the service. His wife, Jean, and their son, live in Fort Smith. 





MAURICE J. FITZGERALD 


Fireman .1/e Glenn William Brewer, son of Daniel and Ola Brewer of 
Mansfield, Arkansas, was born at Hartford, Arkansas, in 1920. He at- 
tended the Shilo schools and was engaged in farming until entering the 
Navy on November 19, 1943. He was sent to Farragut, Idaho, to serve 
boot training and completed eight weeks of training there. Fireman 
3rewer was then sent to special schools at Eureka, Monterey and San 
Francisco, California, where he became a telephone operator and truck 
driver. A veteran of more than two years of naval service, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Shoemaker, California, January 18, 1946. He and his 
wife, the former Iva Rebecca Basham, are the parents of one daughter. 





GLENN W. BREWER 
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Pfc. David O. Cunningham, son of Mrs. Belle Cunningham of Mansfield, 
Arkansas, was born at Greenwood, Arkansas, September 14, 1914. He 
attended the Mansfield Public Schools and was employed on a section 
crew until entering the Army on April 7, 1944. Sent to Camp Hood, Texas, 
for basic training, he became an Infantry anti-tank crewman and with his 
unit, the 87th Infantry, 10th Mountain Division, arrived on the Italian 
front in January 1945. He participated in the hard mountain fighting in 
the North Apennines and Po Valley campaigns and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Bronze 
Star Medal and Victory Ribbon. Overseas five months, he was wounded 
in Italy in April 1945, and was awarded the Purple Heart. Private Cun- 
ningham was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, November 
9, 1945. He and his wife, Delmar, have two children. 





DAVID 0. CUNNINGHAM 


Electrician’s Mate 2/c Billy Presson Martin is the son of Joe and Althea 
Martin of Mansfield, Arkansas, where he was born on October 8, 1922. 
He attended Mansfield High School and Arkansas Tech and was employed 
as an installer for the Western Electric Company until entering the Navy 
on October 20, 1942. Upon completion of basic training at San Diego, 
California, he attended Electrician Mate’s Schocl and in May 1943, was 
assigned to sea duty in the Pacific aboard the U.S.S. Portland. Overseas 
20 months, he took part in the Kiska, Gilbert Islands, Marshall Islands, 
Carolina Islands, Philippines, and New Guinea campaigns and the aircraft 
carrier attacks on Truk, Palawan, Yap, Palau, Tarawa, and Eniwetok. He 
was honorably discharged at the Naval Separation Center at San Pedro, 
California, October 13, 1945. His wife is Betty Jo Martin. 





BILLY P. MARTIN 


T/5 Ralph Paul Smoot is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer E. Smoot of 
Greenwood, Arkansas, where he was born on July 3, 1923. He completed 
his. education at Greenwood High School and the Arkansas State Trade 
School and then entered military service June 21, 1943. After serving his 
Signal Corps basic training at Camp Kohler, California, he became a lines- 
man and truck driver and in December 1943, arrived in the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater for a stay of almost two years. He served throughout the cam- 
paigns in the Eastern Mandated Islands, the Southern Philippines, Western 
Pacific and the Ryukyus Islands and earned the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, December 18, 1945. 





RALPH P. SMOOT 


‘eorge Hunter Wright, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
enc ot Fort Smith, where he was born July 23, 1911. He was 
educated at Fort Smith High School and was then employed by the Ross 
Motor Company and the Berry Wholesale Dry Goods Co. until entering 
the Navy on April 5, 1944. After completing his boot training at Bel 
Diego, California, he was sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in June ee and 
served there for more than 16 months. Returning to this count) ae me 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 29, 1945. e 
and his wife, Artie Mae, are the parents of two children. 





GEORGE H. WRIGHT, JR. 
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S/Sgt. Wayne E. Oliver is the son of W. J. and Nell Oliver of Greenwood, 
Arkansas, where he was born on December 21, 1912. He is a graduate of 
Greenwood High School and was the owner and operator of Oliver’s Gro- 
cery until entering the Army on September 8, 1942. He had previously 
served with the National Guard from 1936 until 1939. Assigned to the 
Army Air Corps, he was sent to McClellan Field, California, for basic 
training and later attended Aero Tech and Fuel Cell Repair School. He 
became an airplane mechanic and arrived with his unit, the 322nd Bomb 
Group, in the European theater in October 1943. Sergant Oliver saw almost 
26 months of foreign service and served three months with the Army 
of Occupation of Germany. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, December 21, 1945. He and his wife, Emma Jo, have 
one son. 


Seaman 2/c Joseph Little Ridling, son of Mr. and Mrs. Little Ridling, was 
born May 4, 1927, at Hatfield, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Greenwood, Arkansas, Grade and High Schools. Entering the 
Navy May 16, 1945, he received boot training at San Diego, later attending 
Radar Operator’s School. Seaman Ridling has signed with’ the Regular 
Navy for four years’ service. 





JOSEPH. L. RIDLING 


Pfc. Henry L. Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Myrel Johnson, was born in 
Stroud, Oklahoma, later moving to Arkansas. He attended Greenwood, 
Arkansas, schools. Entering the Tank Destroyer forces June 11, 1945, he 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, qualifying as tank destroyer 
crewman. Private Johnson served in the United States for six months 
before departing in December 1945, for Berlin, Germany. According to 
last report received he was still in service as prison guard in the Lichter- 
felde Interment Camp Det., Berlin District. His home is in Greenwood, 


Arkansas. 





OS aR 
HENRY L. JOHNSON 


S/Set. Auston T. Crowder, son of John Ananias and Gracie Etta Crowder, 
was born at Hobart, Arkansas, August 8, 1917. He attended the Darda- 
nelle Schools and High School at Hanna, Oklahoma, before enlisting in 
the Army on February 8, 1939. He received basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, and later attended Paratrooper’s School. Landing in France 
in June 1944, Sergeant Crowder was killed in action at St. Hippolite, 
France, on December 4, 1944. He was a veteran of almost five and a half 
years of service to the Army and had been awarded the Marksmanship 
Medal, Infantry Badge and Good Conduct Medal. He was posthumously 
Abc the Purple Heart. Sergeant Crowder is survived by his wife, 
Bernice. 
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Radarman 2/c Troy Dale Oliver is the son of Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Oliver of 
Greenwood, where he was born on October 28, 1917. He completed his 
education at Greenwood High School and the Chillicothe Business College 
at Chillicothe, Missouri, and was employed by the Santa Fe Trailways, 
Crown Coach Company and Rummus Construction Company until entering 
the Navy on July 17, 1943. After serving boot training at San Diego, 
California, he was sent to Radar School at Point Loma, California, and 
then arrived in the South Pacific theater in October 1943. Overseas a total 
of 29 months, he took part in the Buna, Hollandia, Finchhafen, campaigns 
in New Guinea and also served in New Britain and the Philippine Islands 
campaigns. He was returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged on December 2, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is the 
former Wilma Hearn. : 


Lt. Comdr. James Burton Gregg, son of the late Lafayette William and 
Lucy Ham Gregg was born December 11, 1907, at Fort Smith. He was 
educated at Fort Smith High School, College of the Ozarks at Clarksville, 
Arkansas, and St. Louis School of Dentistry at St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he received his dental degree in 1932. Commissioned in the Naval Reserve 
in February 1937, he was called to active duty September 16, 1942. After 
22 months in this country he was sent to the 7th Fleet in Brisbane, Austra- 
lia. During his 18 months of foreign duty, Commander Gregg served as 
dental officer at Samaria, New Guinea and Finschaffen, New Guinea, and 
then reported to the U.S.S. Denver. While with this ship he took part in 
the bombardment of the Philippine Islands and the Borneo and Okinawa 
campaigns. He also served in Japan. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and Victory Ribbon, he was placed on inactive 
duty on January 16, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is the former 
Eula Mae Sullivan. 








JAMES B. GREGG 





T/Sgt. Hubert Eugene Neff, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Eu- 
gene Neff of Fort Smith, where he was born October 20, 1922. After 
graduating from Fort Smith High School in 1941 he attended Draughon’s 
Business College until entering the Army on April 21, 1942. Sergeant 
Neff received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and later at- 
tended the Surgical Technician School at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, where 
he was sent in August 1942. Overseas more than 37 months, he served 
with the Infantry as a medical aid man throughout the New Britain, 
Philippines and Los Negros campaigns. He was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He 
also holds the Combat Medical Badge. He was honorably discharged on 
October 13, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





HUBERT E. NEFF, JR. 


Pfc. Miles E. Neff, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hubert E. Neff, was born January 
11, 1926, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Grade, Junior 
High, and Senior High Schools, and after graduating in May 1944 was 
employed as stock clerk in Pearson’s Grocery. Entering the Infantry J uly 
18, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying 
as gunner, cannoneer (155 howitzer), sharpshooter with carbine, auto- 
matic rifle, and M-1 rifle, and rifle marksman. Attached to the 665th 
F.A. Bn., 129th Inf., Private Neff departed January 18, 1945, for the Euro- 
pean theater and remained overseas for six months, in France, Belgium, 
and Germany. He participated in eliminating German snipers in Central 
Europe and served for a month with the Army of Occupation in Germany. 
He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with 
Bronze Star, and American Theater and Victory Ribbons. Returning to 
the United States July 10, 1945, he served with the 42nd A.G.F. Band at 
Ft. Ord, California. Private Neff was honorably discharged July 2, 1946, 


at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 
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Seaman 2/c J. J. Buell, Jr., son of J. J. Buell, Sr., and Mrs. W. J. Lamkin, 
was born February 17, 1917, in Green Forest, Arkansas. He attended Fort 
Smith High School, afterwards being employed by Interstate General 
Store for six years. Entering the Navy June 11, 1945, at Little Rock, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. After nearly a year’s service 
in the United States, Seaman Buell was honorably discharged April 15, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to Fort Smith where he lives 
with his wife, Jetta, and their children. 


Chief Metalsmith James Russell Murray is the son of William and Laura 
Murray of Fort Smith, where he was born January 24, 1907. After com- 
pleting his education at Fort Smith High School, he was employed as a 
sheet metal worker and mechanic until entering the Navy Seabees on Sep- 
tember 24, 1942. Sent to Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Virginia, for boot train- 
ing, he was later assigned to the 47th Naval Construction Bn., and arrived 
in the South Pacific area in April 1943. Overseas a total of more than 26 
months, he saw action in the Solomon Islands and New Georgia and then 
returned to this country in July 1945. He was honorably discharged on 
September 20, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. His wife is Samuella Murray. 





JOHN G. 


PEERSON 





JAMES R. MURRAY 


S/Sgt. John Goben Peerson, son of Charles and Lucille Peerson of Fort 


‘Smith was born June 1, 1923, at Enterprise, Arkansas. He graduated from 


the Pocola, Oklahoma, High School and was employed by the Arkansas 
Coffin Co. at South Fort Smith before entering the Army Air Corps on 
February 23, 1943. Sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic training, 
he later attended the Armorer’s School at Buckley Field, Colorado, and 
the Gunnery School at Ft. Myers, Florida. Arriving overseas in June 1944, 
he served with the 319th Bomb Group, 440th Bomb Sqdn. of the 12th Air 
Force as an aerial gunner and was stationed in North Africa, Sardinia 
and Corsica. On September 26, 1944, while on his 36th combat mission, 
his plane was shot down over the Po Valley in Italy and Sergeant Peerson 
was seriously wounded and captured by the Germans. He died in a German 
prison hospital on October 11, 1944. He was holder of the Presidential Unit 
Citation, Distinguished Unit Badge, Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 
Citation of Honor and was awarded the Purple Heart, posthumously. 


Coxswain Luther E. Oxford, son of Jesse E. Oxford of Russellville, Arkan- 
gas, was born on July 27, 1921 at Abbott, Arkansas, and attended the 
Hartford, Shiloh and Mansfield schools. He was a farmer and warehouse 
foreman until entering the Navy on March 8, 1943. He received boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, and then served on coastal duty at the Section 
3ase, Monterey, California, and at the Frontier Base at San Francisco, 
California. A veteran of almost three years in the naval service, he was 
honorably discharged on December 19, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His 
wife is Irlean Oxford. 
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Lt. (j. gz.) John Edwin Stephenson, son of Mr. and Mrs. N. A. Stephenson 
of 1110 South 12th Street, Fort Smith, was born September 1i, 1921, at 
Poteau, Oklahoma; and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1923. He 
was educated at Lutheran School, St. Anne’s Academy, and Fort Smith 
Junior College before enlisting in the Naval Reserve, Class V-5, for a 
term of four years. He received flight training at Olathe Field, Kansas 
City, Kansas, and was commissioned as an ensign and fighter pilot in 
February 1943. He was sent from Naval Air Station at Pensacola, Florida, 
to Naval Air Station at Miami, Florida, and was later assigned to Naval 
Air Station at Norfolk, Virginia, for further combat training. Sent to the 
Air Station at Atlantic City, New Jersey, for service with a fighting 
squadron, this gallant flier was killed on March 15, 1944, near Atlantic City 
when he was piloting his plane which crashed because of a collision with 
another plane during training tactics. He is survived by his wife, the 
former Alyce Marguerite Kirk, and their daughter, Sharon Ann. 





JOHN E. STEPHENSON 


T/Sgt. Roy B. Corley, son of Mrs. Della Lee Corley, was born April 27, 
1911, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. After graduating from Fort Smith High 
School, he was employed by Williams Hardware Company and General 
Motors Corporation. A member of the National Guard since March 1930, 
he entered the Army October 1943, receiving basic training at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. Sergeant Corley attended Technical 
Supply School at Aberdeen and Rossford Ordnance Parts Clerical School 
at Toledo, Ohio, qualifying as technical supply noncommissioned officer and 
rifle marksman. Attached to the 40th Ord. Bn., he departed June 13, 1945, 
for Luzon, and participated in the liberation of the Philippines. He also 
spent six months with the Army of Occupation in Japan and was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Philippine Ribbon, and two Unit Citations. 
After being honorably discharged March 18, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Fort Smith where he lives with his wife, Pauline. 





ROY B. CORLEY 


2nd Lt. George A. Kaufman, son of Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Kaufman, was born 
December 30, 1918, at Fort Smith, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Little Rock and Fort Smith Grade Schools and Fort Smith 
Junior and Senior High Schools. Entering the Signal Corps December 27, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, qualifying for 
signal supply officer. After serving 20 months, he was sent to France 
September 29, 1944, attached to 84th Signal Company. Lieutenant Kauf- 
man participated in the campaigns of Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe. He was awarded the Bronze Star, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Defense Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After serving six 
months with the Army of Occupation, he received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, February 11, 1946. He and his wife, Vara, live in Fort 


Smith with their child. 





GEORGE A. KAUFMAN 
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Pfe. Johnny M. Kaufman, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Kaufman, was born 
July 15, 1924, at Fort Smith. He received his education by attending 
Little Rock and Fort Smith Grade Schools, and Fort Smith Junior and 
Senior High Schools. He was afterwards employed as clerk for Goff 
Brothers Grocery and Market. Entering the Infantry June 24, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, qualifying for rifleman. 
Attached to 158th Infantry, he departed from the United States December 
7, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, landing on Bismarck Archipelago 
January 14, 1944. He was in action against the enemy on Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, New Guinea, and Luzon and was wounded in action June 3, 1944. 
Private Kaufman received Combat Infantryman s Badge, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Bronze Stars and Bronze Arrowhead, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon. He spent 45 days with the Army of Occupation in 
Japan. Returning to the States, he was honorahly discharged at Camp 


Chaffee, December 20, 1945. 






JOHNNY A. KAUFMAN 
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Set. John Tipton Alford, Jr., was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Tipton 
Alford of Fort Smith. Born at Emporia, Kansas, May 14, 1921, he moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1924 and was educated in the Fort Smith 
public schools and at Fort Smith Junior College. He was connected with 
the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company until entering the Army Air 
Corps on February 2, 1942. Sergeant Alford was sent to Chanute Field, 
Illinois, for basic training and later to special schools at Montgomery and 
Decatur, Alabama, and to Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas. He became 
a flight engineer on a B-17 Flying Fortress and served 18 months with 
the Air Corps before he was killed on August 16, 1943, at Garnet, California. 
He was married to Wanda June Alford. 





BILLY B. SWIFT 


Capt. Leo William Blakely, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Woodard Blakely, was 
born July 26, 1922 at Fort Smith. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith High School and Junior College. Entering the Army Air Corps 
July 80, 1942, he qualified for fighter pilot. He landed in New Guinea 
May 5, 1944, and participated in New Guinea, Southern Philippines, North- 
ern Philippines, Western Pacific, and China campaigns. He was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Victory Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with five Battle Stars, and Philippine Liberation Rbbon with one Star. 
Captain Blakely served 60 days with the Army of Occupation in Korea. 
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Fireman 2/c Ervin L. Spearman is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Spear- 
man of Greenwood, Arkansas, where he was born October 30, 1919. Upon 
completing his education at the Greenwood schools, he worked as a ship- 
builder in the shipyards of Washington State and California until entering 
the Navy on February 22, 1945. He was sent to the Naval Training Station 
at San Diego, California, for boot training and later attended special 
schools at San Diego. A veteran of almost a year of naval service, he was 
honorably discharged December 1, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and 
his wife, Pauline Daisy, have two children. 





JOHN T. ALFORD, JR. 


S/Sgt. Billy B. Swift, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest V. Smith of Fort Smith, 
was born November 12, 1925, at Greenwood, Arkansas. He completed 
his education at the Greenwood and Van Buren High Schools, graduating 
at Van Buren in 1944. Entering the Army Air Corps January 15, 1944, 
he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training and later attended 
Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada. After 10 months in this country, 
he was sent to the European theater in December 1944, and took part in 
the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns during his nine months of 
foreign duty. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon, he was returned to the United 
States and was honorably discharged on December 7, 1945, at the Air 
Force Personnel Distribution Command, San Antonio, Texas. 





LEO W. BLAKELY 
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BEN WOFFORD, JR. 


S/Sgt. William Edgar Maxey, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Maxey of 
Fort Smith was born at Center Ridge, Arkansas, June 26, 1918. A 
graduate of Cavanaugh High School, he was employed as a route salesman 
for the Acee Milk Co. until entering the Air Corps on December 14, 1943. 
After completing his basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he was sent 
to Gunnery School at Harlingen, Texas, and became a radar operator- 
gunner. Sent to the Pacific theater in February 1945, he was assigned 
to the 20th Air Force and was based on the Island of Guam. Overseas a 
total of more than six months, he took part in the aerial offensives against 
Japan and the Mandated Islands and was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon. Sergeant Maxey was honorably discharged Oc- 
tober 11, 1945, at Davis-Monthan Field, Tucson, Ariona. He and his wife, 
the former Catherine Ferne Shields, have four children. 





CHARLES B. HIGH 


T/Sgt. Davis B. Reed, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Reed of Fort Smith, was 
born August 3, 1923, at Conway, Georgia. He moved with his family to 
Arkansas in 1936 and completed his education at Fort Smith High School. 
Employed as a furniture finisher at the Garrison Furniture Company at 
Fort Smith, he entered the Army Air Force on January 19, 1943, and 
was sent to Miami Beach, Florida, for basic training. He later attended 
chools and became a radio operator and me- 
chanic. Arriving in England in February 1944, Sergeant Reed saw action 
in the Normandy, Northern France and British air campaigns. Overseas 
a total of more than eight months ,he holds the Air Medal with 12 Oak 
Leaf Clusters, the Purple Heart and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
wounded in August 1944, and flew more than 66 combat missions with 
the 9th Air Force while based in England. He was honorably discharged 
on September 18, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. His wife is Clara 


Gunnery and Armament S 


M. Reed. 
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Yeoman 2/c Ben Wofford, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Wofford of 
Fort Smith was born at Sallisaw, Oklahoma, on July 29, 1925. He moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1937 and attended Van Buren High School. 
He was employed by the Kroger Baking Company at Fort Smith and 
Van Buren until entering the Navy on July 17, 1943. Yeoman Wofford 
served boot training at San Diego, California, and then specialized in 
clerical work. In October 1943, he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
and has since served two tours of overseas duty in the Pacific. Overseas 
a total of 30 months, he was returned to the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, April 15, 1946. 






WILLIAM E. MAXEY, JR. 


Set. Charles B. High, son of Mrs. Ida Lee Emma High, was born June 28, 
1909, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Duval School and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College. A member of National Guard Battery D, 206th C.A. 
(A.A.) from January 20, 1926, to September 2, 1927, and Battery G from 
March 14, 1929, to March 13, 1932, he joined the Army Air Force May 16, 
1944. Sergeant High received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
qualifying as airplane mechanic and aviation crew member. He was a 
second class gunner in National Guard Battery D and expert first and 
second class gunner in Battery G, and he received an athletic award at 
Camp Mystic, Kerrville, Texas. He also received Driver’s Award, Cer- 
tificate of Meritorious Service, and Good Conduct Medal. Attached to 
Squadron A, 611th B.U., Sergeant High served at Eglin Field, Florida, as 
driver of jeep and staff car. After being honorably discharged in June 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to Fort Smith, where he 


lives with his wife, Marie. 





DAVIS B. REED 
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‘Pfc. Paul W. Grayson, son of Ada Ann Grayson of Route 1, Greenwood, 
Arkansas, was born at Jenny Lind, Arkansas, October 7, 1923. He at- 
tended the Howard Hill and Jenny Lind schools and entered the Army Air 
Forces on May 17, 1943. Private Grayson served basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and became a truck driver. He served one year in this 
country and was then sent to England in February 1944. Overseas 18 
months, he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was returned to 
the United States and was honorably discharged at Sioux City, Iowa, 
November 26, 1945. 





PAUL W. GRAYSON 


Ist Lt. John L. Johnson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Johnson, Sr., was 
born June 8, 1921, in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood Grade 
and High Schools and the College of the Ozarks, afterwards being engaged 
in ship layout. Entering the Air Corps October 17, 1942, he received basic 
training at Keesler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi, and attended Aviation Me- 
chanic and Pilot School, qualifying as pilot January 7, 1944. Lieutenant 
Johnson served more than three and a half years in the United States 
and according to last reports received was still in the service. His wife, 
Joyce, and their two children live in Greenwood, Arkansas. 





JOHN L. JOHNSON, JR. 


Seaman 1/c Troy Lee Wilkins, son of Mrs. Margie Wilkins, was born Sep- 
tember 23, 1921, in Clarksville, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Grade 
and High Schools. Entering the Navy July 21, 1942, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California. He departed October 12, 1942, for 
Australia and remained overseas for two years. He was injured in line 
of duty and was honorably discharged December 11, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. He lives in Fort Smith with his wife, Ava Lee, and their child. 





TROY L. WILKINS 


Cpl. Lawrence Willie Wilkins, son of Mrs. Margie Wilkins, was born Sep- 
tember 4, 1924, in Clarksville, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Schools, 
afterwards being employed in a drug store. Entering the Marine Corps 
January 13, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Elliott, San Diego, 
California, qualifying as paratrooper. Corporal Wilkins departed in Sep- 
tember 1943, for Bougainville and Iwo Jima, remaining overseas for 
11 months. Corporal Wilkins was killed in action at Iwo Jima. He is 
survived by his mother, who lives in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 





LAWRENCE W. WILKINS 
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Pfc. Oran Lee Bartlett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Woodford L. Bartlett 
of Route 1, Hackett, Arkansas. Born at Hackett he attended Hackett High 
School and was employed at the Putman Funeral Home in Fort Smith at the 
time he entered service on October 11, 1944. Private Bartlett received 
Infantry basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and in February 
1945, was sent to Europe. Overseas 11 months, he served with the 11th 
Infantry during the Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. He won 
the European Theater Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Good Conduct Medal, and the Victory Ribbon. Private Bartlett 
was transferred to the Medical Corps and served seven months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany. He was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 20, 1945, at Passau, Germany, and immediately re-enlisted in the 


Army. 








ORAN L. BARTLETT 


1st Lt. John Chris Reichardt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Reichardt, 
was born January 12, 1922. He received his education by attending Fort 
Smith High School, graduating in 1939, and Fort Smith Junior College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps September 14, 1942, he received training at 
santa Ana and Victorville, California, Service Schools, qualifying for bom- 
bardier. He also qualified as marksman with carbine and pistol. He was sent 
to England March 11, 1944, and flew combat tour with 8th Air Force, 390th 
Bomb Group, 570th Squadron of 13th Combat Wing (32 missions, 265 
combat hours) in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, and air 
offensive over Europe. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Medal, three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, and European Theater of 
Operations Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was released to inactive 
duty at Camp Chaffee, October 30, 1945, and returned to Fort Smith, 








where he lives with his wife, Mary Elizabeth. 





WILLIAM A. STANTON 


Seaman 1/c Aaron Wendell Co} 
man, was born July 11, 1927, in 
wood School. Entering the Navy 
at San Diego, California. Seaman Colem 
ing to last report received. H 





JOHN C. REICHARDT 


Capt. William A. Stanton, son of Mrs. Dorothy M. Stanton, was born 
January 10, 1921, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith High 
School and Fort Smith Junior College. Entering the Air Force January 
27, 1942, he qualified as group operations and staff officer and as pilot, 
September 29, 1942. He served more than a year in the United States 
attached to the 7th Photo. Reconnaissance Sqdn., departing May 8, 1943, 
for the South Pacific. During two years’ overseas duty, Captain Stanton 
participated in campaigns of the Northern Solomons, Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, New Guinea, Netherlands East Indies ,and Southern Philippines. 
He was awarded the Air Medal with nine Clusters and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and was honorably discharged January 5, 1946, at San An- 


tonio, Texas. 


eman, son of Ebbie J. and Alton O. Cole- 
Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Green- 
July 18, 1945, he received boot training 
‘oman was still in the service, accord- 
is home is in Greenwood. 





AARON W. COLEMAN 
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Cpl. Harold L. Bartlett, son of Lola E. and Leroy C. Bartlett, was born 
July 28, 1926, in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Russellville High 
School and Arkansas Polytechnic College. Entering the Air Corps January 
18, 1945, he received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and at- 
tended A.M. School, Amarillo, Texas, and Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying 
as mechanic. Corporal Bartlett served for a year in the United States 
before departing January 18, 1946, for Germany. He was still in service 
with the Army of Occupation, according to last report received. 





i 


HAROLD L. BARTLETT 


Sonarman 1/c James L. Elmore, Jr., son.of Mr. and Mrs. J..L. Elmore, was 
born December 30, 1924, in Jerome, Arkansas. He graduated from Fort 
Smith Senior High School in June 1942. Entering the Navy in 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Underwater 
Sound School and Radar School. Sonarman Elmore departed May 10, 1943, 
for the South, Central, and West Pacific Theaters of Operations and re- 
mained overseas for two years and 10 months. Aboard the seaplane tender 
Chincoteague, he participated in the consolidation of the Solomon Islands 
and the campaigns of Vanikoro Island, Eniwetok, Kwajalein, Peleliu Island, 
Angaur Island, and Iwo Jima. His crew received unit commendation for 
saving the ship when it was attacked by Japanese bombers in the New 
Hebrides in July 1948. After being honorably discharged February 7, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. 





JAMES L. ELMORE, JR. 


Chief Warrant Officer Thomas H. Morrell, son of Mrs. Jeanette Morrell, 
was born March 2, 1922, at Fort Smith. He received his education by 
attending Fort Smith Junior and Senior High Schools. Enlisting in the 
Signal Corps May 1, 1940, at Ft .Sam Houston, he received basic training 
at Ft. Clayton, Panama Canal Zone, qualifying for radar, technical officer. 
Serving in the United States attached to 7th Signal Service Co., Ft. Sam 
Houston, and 563rd S.A.W. Bn., Drew Field, Florida, he departed for 
England January 22, 1944. He participated in the campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Germany, and air offensive of Germany. He 
was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars, American Theater Service Ribbon, and American Defense 
Ribbon. He married Lieutenant Ruby A. Fleming in Etain, France, Janu- 
ary 12, 1945. Returning to the United States September 12, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, December 3, 1945, and 
lives in Fort Smith. 





THOMAS H. MORRELL 


Machinist’s Mate 1/e James Luther Wallace, Sr., son of James Bradley 
Wallace and Ollie Dorothy Mooney, was born February 26, 1912, at Van 
Buren, Arkansas. After completing his education by attending Van Buren 
Public Schools, he was employed by Harding Glass Plant, Fort Smith, and 
at Ft. Leonard Wood prior to entering the Naval Construction Battalion 
October 29, 1943. He received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and 
Port Hueneme, California, and qualified as expert rifleman. Attached 
to 25th Naval C.B. he served six months in the United States and landed 
at Milne Bay, New Guinea, May 19, 1944. He served over 17 months in the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific, American 
Theater, and Philippine Ribbons. Returning to the United States, he was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, December 6, 1945. He and his wife, 
Jane Marie, live in Fort Smith with their children. 





JAMES L. WALLACE, SR. 
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Flight Officer Jack L. Price, son of Mr. and Mrs. John I. Price of Fort 
Smith was born at Pasadena, California, January 16, 1923. He moved with 
his family to Arkansas in 1927 and was educated at Fort Smith High 
School. Entering the Army Air Corps January 12, 1948, he received basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and then attended Radio Operator- 
Mechanics’ School at Scott Field, Illinois, and Radar Observer-Bombardier 
School at Yuma, Arizona. He was commissioned as a bombardier and was 
given duty with the 3036th Army Air Force Base Unit at Yuma Army Air 
Field, Yuma, Arizona. A veteran of three years of service with the Air 
Force, he was released from active service at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, 
Octobr 18, 1945. 





JACK L. PRICE 


Sgt. Johnson Hoag Crandall is the son of John Taylor and Bertha Hoag 
Crandall of Fort Smith, where he was born on July 4, 1923. He attended 
Immaculate Conception and St. Anne schools and the Georgia Military 
Academy, College Park, Georgia. Entering military service in June 1942, 
he was sent to Ft. Riley, Kansas, for basic training and became a member 
of the horse Cavalry. After attending the the Assault and Intelligence 
Schools he was sent with his unit to the South Pacific theater in June, 
1943, and fought with his unit in the Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, 
Luzon, Southern Philippines and Admiralty Islands campaigns and was 
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered on the Admiralty Islands. 
Sergeant Crandall also holds the Silver Star Medal for bravery and the 
Presidential Unit Citation. Overseas a total of 27 months, he was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
September 30, 1945. 





ioe j 
JOHNSON H. CRANDALL 


2nd Lt. John Wilson Studdard was the son of Mary E. and the late Marion 
Studdard of Fort Smith. Born at Hartford, Arkansas on December 16, 
1915, he completed his education at Fort Smith High School and was 
employed by the Arkansas Mining and Smelting Comvany at Van Buren, 
Arkansas until enlisting in the Army on June 26, 1941. He completed basic 
training at Camp Polk, Louisiana, and served as a staff sergeant with the 
8rd and 7th Armored Divisions until he was selected to attend Armored 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. Graduated as a second 
lieutenant on March 18, 1944, he was sent to Ft. Robinson, Nebraska, 
where he served until his death there on September 15, 1945. He was a 
veteran of more than four years of Army service and was the holder of 
the American Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Good Conduct Medal. He is survived by his widow, Erma Grace Studdard, 
and their son and daughter. 





JOHN W. STUDDARD ‘ 


S/Sgt. Thomas Leland Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Thomas Moore 
of Fort Smith, was born at St. Louis, Missouri, November 2, 1923, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1928. He attended Fort Smith 
High School and the University of Arkansas and entered the Army Air 
Corps January 13, 1943. Sergeant Moore received basic training at Shep- 
pard Field, Texas. He became an armorer-gunner and was sent to England 
in March 1944. He was assigned to the 8th Air Force and flew 16 combat 
missions, and was transferred to the 15th Air Force in Italy and flew 31 
missions before being captured by the Germans when his plane was shot 
down on July 30, 1944. He was held prisoner until liberated by the British 
on May 2, 1945. Overseas 15 months, he took part in the Rome-Arno, 
Normandy, Balkan and European air campaigns and won the European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters. He was honorably discharged at San Antonio, Texas, on 


October 12, 1945. THOMAS L. MOORE 
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Gunner’s Mate 3/c Billie I. Goodson, son of Mrs. Samuela Murray, was 
born June 9, 1925, in Amarillo, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He 
attended Fort Smith High School. Entering the Navy January 18, 1943, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California. Departing April 10, 
1943, for three and a half years of overseas duty, he participated in the 
battles of Serge Straits, Leyte Island, the Marshalls, the Gilberts, Guam, 
Saipan, New Ireland, Kiska, and Iwo Jima, being awarded Navy Unit 
Commendation, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged June 17, 1946, at 
Millington, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 





BILLIE I. GOODSON 


Seaman 1/c Robert Smead Grubbs, son of Thelma Nadine and Smead Roy 
Grubbs, was born October 6, 1926, in Norfolk, Arkansas. He attended 
Rogers Grade School, Fort Smith Junior High School, and Fort Smith 
Senior High School. Entering the Navy January 12, 1945, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Radar Training 
School at Point Loma, California, qualifying as radarman and marksman. 
Departing June 6, 1945, for operations in the South Pacific, he remained 
overseas for 10 months and participated in campaigns of Mindoro, Leyte, 
Luon, Okinawa, and Palau. His home is in Camden, Arkansas. 






ROBERT S. GRUBBS 


Coxswain William Turner Steward, son of Mrs. Faye Steward, was born 
February 18, 1926, in Van Buren, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Van Buren High School. Entering the Navy February 12, 1944, 
he received boot training at Camp Wallace, Texas. After serving for nearly 
a year in the United States, he departed January 17, 1945, for the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and participated in the battle of Okinawa and the 
Korean campaign. Coxswain Steward was still in service, according to last 
report received. His home is in Van Buren. 





WILLIAM T. STEWARD 


Pfc. Max J. Britt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Britt, was born June 25, Leis 
at Iola, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in August 1942. Entering the Army 
Quartermaster Corps August 1, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma, qualifying for supply clerk. After nine months’ train- 
ing, he was sent to North Africa May 2, 1943, attached to 328th Q.M. 
Depot Co. He participated in the African-Middle East campaigns and was 
awarded the Good Conduct and Drivers’ Medals and the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater and American Defense Ribbons. After spending 
more than two years overseas, Private Britt returned to the United States 
December 29, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
January 4, 1946. He returned to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Lorene. 


MAX J. BRITT 
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1.—Sonarman 2/c Bill J. Blair, son of Mrs. Nelle B. 
Blair and the late Carl B. Blair, was born August 4, 
1924, in Kennett, Missouri, moving to Arkansas 
April 4, 1926. He attended Duvals Grade School, 
Fort’ Smith Junior and Senior High Schools, and 
Fort Smith Junior College, afterwards being em- 
ployed in a newspaper office. Entering the Navy 
June 10, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended West Coast Sound School, 
specializing in radio, radar, and sound maintenance. 
He departed in August 1943, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations, remaining in the Aleutian sector for 
18 months and in the South Pacific for six months. 
He participated in two major engagements, the 
campaign of Japan, and 16 minor engagements. 
After being honorably discharged December 12, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his 
home in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


2.—Yeoman 2/c Calvin Bruce Ervin is the son of 
William B. and Margie Louise Ervin of Fort Smith. 
Born at Delhi, Louisiana, on April 24, 1924, he 
moved with his family to Arkansas that same year. 
He has attended the Fort Smith High School, 
graduating in 1942, and the Webb Institute of Naval 
Architecture at New York City. Entering the Navy 
on January 12, 1943, he completed boot training at 
San Diego, California, and was then sent to Australia 
in May, 1943. Overseas 15 months, he was returned 
to this country and has since served with a Navy 
V-12 unit at New York City. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, March 
9, 1946. 


3.—Radarman 2/c James Patton Batson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Pierce Batson, was born March 
2, 1915, at Greenbrier, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Greenbrier Grade and High 
School and Arkansas State Teachers’ College, Con- 
way. He played professional baseball with the Sa- 
vannah, Georgia, team; taught in junior high school 
and coached basketball in Greenbrier, and owned 
and operated a general store in Greenbrier prior to 
entering the Navy on December 7, 1943. He received 
boot training at San Diego, and by attending Radar 
Service Schools at Point Loma, Mare Island, and 
Treasure Island, California, and Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, qualified for radarman. Departing from the 
United States March 25, 1944, he participated in 
the invasion of Saipan, Guam, Leyte, and Luzon, 
aboard the transport U.S.S. War Hawk 168. This 
vessel served as an attack transport until it was 
seriously damaged by a Japanese suicide boat Janu- 
ary 10, 1945, necessitating its return to the United 
States for repairs. After serving almost two years 
in the South Pacific Theater of Operations, Radar- 
man Batson was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
January 5, 1945. He and his wife, Betty Jean, live 
in Greenbrier with their children. 


4.—Cpl. George Evans, son of George and Gussie 
Evans, was born January 4, 1922, at Fort Smith. He 
received his education by attending Spradling and 
Trusty Public Schools, after which he was employed 
as bus driver. Entering the Army Quartermaster 
Corps September 15, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp White, Medford, Oregon. Assigned to the 
motor pool, he served in the United States before 
being sent to Dawson Creek, Canada, January 21, 
1943. He received the Good Conduct Medal and 
Northern Pacific Theater Ribbon. Corporal Evans 
served in the Nerthern Pacific area for almost 
two years and was_ honorably discharged at Ft. 
Warren, Wyoming, October 3, 1945. He and his 
wife, Wilma, live in Fort Smith with their child. 


5.—S/Set. James Lee Ervin, son of William and 
Margie icin of Fort Smith was born at Winnsboro, 
Louisiana, August 17, 1921, and moved with his 
parents to Arkansas in 1924. He was educated at 
Fort Smith High School and Missouri State Teach- 
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ers College and was employed by Dun and Brad- 
street, Inc., and Automotive, Inc. at Fort Smith 
until entering the Army Air Corps on February 1, 
1942. He completed basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and then attended Technical School 
at Ft. Logan, Colorado; Orlando, Florida, and Gun- 
nery Schools at Ft. Myers, Florida; Lowery Field, 
Colorado, and Pocatello, Idaho. In July 1948, Ser- 


geant Ervin was sent to the South Pacifie and served 


as a gunner with a bomb group of the 5th Air 
Force. He flew 54 combat missions and was then 
killed in action over Wakde Island on June 4, 1944. 
This gallant soldier was the holder of the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with two Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon at the time of his death and was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart. 


6.—Pvt. Albert J. Gordon, was born January 6, 1889, 
in New York, New York, moving to Arkansas in 
1940. He received his education by attending New 
York Public Schools and was employed as pipe 
organ builder. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps 
October 22, 1942, he received basic training at Foster 
Field, Texas, with 97th Sqdn., qualifying for me- 
chanic. Private Gordon previously served with the 
Marine Corps in 1909. He was attached to 859th 
S. Eng. Training, Army Air Force, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Foster Field, Texas, March 13, 
1943. He and his wife, Geneva, live in Fort Smith 
with their children. 


7.—Sgt. Dan Stanley, son of Jack and Emma Stan- 
ley, was born November 38, 1914, at Greenwood, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith Public Schools, after which he was 
employed as truckdriver. Entering the Infantry 
June 3, 1942, at Camp Robinson, he received basic 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, qualifying for 
truck master. Attached to 321st Infantry, 81st Div., 
he departed from the United States July 1, 1944, for 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater and participated in the 
Southern Philippine and Western Pacific campaigns. 
He received Combat Infantryman’s and Driver’s 
Badges and was awarded Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, two 
Bronze Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star. 
Sergeant Stanley received an honorably discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, January 12, 1946. 


8.—T/5 Dean Stanley, son of Jack and Emma Stan- 
ley, was born June 21, 1919, at Howe, Oklahoma, 
moving to Arkansas July 25, 1920. He received 
his education by attending Fort Smith Public Schools, 
after which he was employed as truckdriver. Enter- 
ing the Infantry April 17, 1941, he received basic 
training at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying in 
truck and tractor driving. Attached to 17th In- 
fantry, 7th Division, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater April 24, 1943. Corporal Stanley 
served in the Aleutian Islands, Mandates, Southern 
Philippines, and Ryukyus campaigns. He was 
awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge, American 
Defense Ribbon, Distinguished Unit Badge, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and American Theater 
and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, November 29, 
1945. 


9.—Pfe. Oscar W. Stanley, son of Jack and Emma 
Stanley, was born October 14, 1924, at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith Public Schools, after which he was 
employed in truck driving. Entering the Infantry 
June 25, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Teaxs, qualifying for rifleman and am- 
munition hander. After training over seven months 
with 65th Infantry Training Bn., he departed from 
the United States January 17, 1944, for the European 
theater where he saw service in Normandy, Northern 
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urope, and the Rhineland. Private 
ied Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
944; four Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
‘Meritorious Unit Plaque. He was honor- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, January 5, 
_ 10.—T/5 William Farris Ervin, son of William B. 
and Margie Louise Ervin, was born July 30, 1919, 
at Watson, Arkansas. He received his education by 
_ attending Parker Grade and Junior High School, 
afterwards being employed by Solid Steel Scissors 
Co. Enlisting in the Anti-aircraft Artillery July 16, 
1940, he received basic training at Ft. Ord, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying for truckdriver. After serving 
almost five years in the United States, he was sent 
to Europe February 10, 1945, where he participated 
in the campaign of Central Germany. He qualified 
for marksman, rifle, .30 caliber, August 1, 1940, 
and expert, sub-machine gun, January 15, 1945. 
Corporal Ervin was wounded in action and was 
awarded the Purple Heart European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon. He received an honorable 
discharge at Mitchell Convalescent Hospital, Camp 
Lockett, California, August 24, 1945, returning to 
Fort Smith, where he lives with his wife, Doris. 


11.—Sgt. John Mitchell Vick, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Mitchell Vick, Sr., was born May 30, 1918, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith 
High School and Draughon’s Business College, after- 
wards being employed as private secretary to the 
superintendent, Frisco Railroad Co., Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, and Ft. Scott, Kansas. Entering the 
Marine Corps April 5, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, qualifying as interpreter 
and receiving marksmanship Expert Medal. He de- 
parted August 11, 1944, for nearly two years of 
overseas service. Sergeant Vick attended school in 
Hawaii to learn the Japanese language, participated 
in the invasion of Iwo Jima, and spent more than 
eight months in Sasebo, Japan, as interpreter with 
the occupation forces. According to last report 
received he was still in service. His wife is the 
former Dorothy Lee Mitchell. 


12.—Sgt. Forrest L. Bonner’ son of Albert and Dove 
Bonner, was born at Charleston, Arkansas, June 7, 
1921. Receiving his education. by attending Fort 
Smith High School, he enlisted” in the Corps of 
Engineers June 18, 1940, and received basic training 
at Ft. Lewis, Washington. After more than two 
years’ service in the United States, he was sent 
to North Africa October 24, 1942, attached -to 10th 
Engr. Regt., Co. A, Combat Engineers. He took 
part in the African, Sicilian, Salerno, Anzio, Southern 
France, Rhineland, and Central Germany campaigns 
and was wounded in action April 7, 1945. Sergeant 
Bonner received the European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon with seven Bronze Service Stars, 
American Defense Medal, American Theater Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, Bronze Star, Silver Star, 
Purple Heart, five Overseas Service Bars, and Vic- 
tory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Mc- 
Closkey General Hospital, Temple, Texas, December 
19, 1945, and lives in Fort Smith. 


13.—S/Sgt. Tom L. Bonner, son of Albert and Dove 
Bonner, was born October 27, 1924, at Charleston, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith High School. Entering the Army Air 
Corps June 23, 1943, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and by attending Radio and 
Gunnery Service Schools qualified for aerial gunner. 
He received A.A.F. air crew member wings and 
after training in the United States was sent to Ku- 
rope on October 7, 1944, where he participated in 
the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European 
campaigns. Sergeant Bonner was awarded the 
European-African-Middle-Eastern Ribbon with three 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Air Medal 
with five Bronze Clusters. He was honorably dis- 
charged at San Antonio October 27, 1945, and 
lives in Fort Smith. 


14.—1st Lt. Elenora E. Phelps, daughter of Mrs. 
Emma Belle Phelps, was born November 24, 1916, 
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at Delaware, Arkansas. Receiving her education by 
attending Scranton High School and Sparks Me- 
morial Hospital Training School for Nurses, Fort 
Smith, she enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps October 
1, 1941. After serving two years in the United 


States, she was sent to England October 1, 1943, 


for almost two years’ overseas service. Lieutenant 
Phelps was honorably discharged at Ft. Sheridan, 
Illinois, December 22, 1945, and returned to Fort 


_ Smith. 


15.—Maj. Robert Harry Lynch, son of William 
Walter and Mamie Florence Lynch, was born No- 
vember 2, 1908, at Greenwood, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Fort Smith Public 
Schools, after which he was editor and publisher 
of a weekly newspaper in Texas and athletic direc- 
tor of the Fort Smith Boys’ Club. Entering the 
Infantry as a private July 12, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
later by attending Officer Candidate School at Ft. 
Benning, qualified for athletic and recreation of- 
ficer. After two years’ service, he departed from 
the United States July 3, 1944, attached to 81st 
Infantry Division, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. 
He saw action at Palaus (Angaur-Peleliu) and the 
Philippines (Leyte). Major Lynch qualified for M-1 
rifle, heavy machine gun, and pistol marksman; 
sharpshooter with anti-tank gun, and expert with 
light machine gun. He received the Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge, Bronze Star, two Battle Stars, 
and Philippine Liberation Medal. After spending 30 
days with the Army of Occupation in Japan, he 
returned to the States and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, February 14, 1946. He and his 
wife, Loice Constance, live in Fort Smith with 
their children. 


16.—Ship’s Cook 3/c David James Stoufer, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Stoufer, was born June 12, 1922, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith 
Public Schools, afterwards being engaged as a 
butcher. Entering the Navy September 29, 1942, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
where he qualified as butcher. He served for more 
than three years in the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged December 4, 1945, at Lido Beach, 
Long Island, New York, returning to Fort Smith, 
where he lives with his wife, Ruth Maydeen, and 
their son. 


17.—Lt. (j. g.) Frank M. Stoufer, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank M Stoufer, Sr, was born February 5, 
1912, in Fort Smith, Arkansas He attended Winslow, 
Arkansas, Public School and Fort Smith High 
School. Entering the Navy January 3, 1931, he 
received boot training at Norfolk Training. Station, 
Virginia, and attended Hospital Corps School. He 
specialized in engineering and qualified as chief 
engineer January 1, 1944, and as expert rifleman 
June 15, 1932, at Guantanamo Bay;*Cuba. Lieutenant 
Stoufer has been on continuous sea duty since June 
10, 1938, and during his four and a half years’ 
foreign service during the war, participated in 
campaigns in the European-African-Middle Eastern 
theater and the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He received 
American Defense Service Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, European-African-Middle-Hastern Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Let- 
ter of Commendation in connection with putting 
the city power plant into operation at Safi, French 
Morocco, for wnloading ships by electrical dock 
machinery. Lieutenant Stoufer is still in the service 
at Underway Training Unit, San Diego, California. 
His wife, Beulah Mae, and their children, live in 
Fort Smith. 


18.—S/Sgt. Raymond Eugene Stoufer, son of Rose 
Fearl and Frank Martin Stoufer, was born June 1, 
1913, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort 
Smith Public Schools and Winslow, Arkansas, 
School, afterwards being employed by Ballman- 
Cummins Manufacturing Company and Witherspoon 
Simpson Glass Company. Entering the Army Air 
Corps September 1936, he received preliminary train- 
ing at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, qualifying as 
expert rifleman and aviation mechanic. He de- 


parted in December 1938, for the Philippines for 
service at Nichols Field and at Corrigedor, where 
he was taken prisoner by the Japanese. Sergeant 
Stoufer died November 2, 1942, at Camp Cabanatuan, 
Prisoner of War camp in the Philippine Islands, as 
a result of malaria. He is survived by his parents, 
who received a Certificate of Honor from President 
Roosevelt and a Citation of Honor from H. H. 
Arnold, commanding general, Army Air Forces, in 
his memory. 


19.—Seaman 1/c William Lee Stoufer is the son of 
Frank Martin and Pearl Rose Stoufer of Fort Smith 
where he was born on March 138, 1927. He attended 
the Fort Smith Public Schools until entering the 
Navy on March 29, 1948. Upon completion of boot 
training at San Diego, California, he was sent to 
the Aleutian Islands. Overseas a total of three 
years, Seaman Stoufer has seen service at Kiska, 
Tarawa, Kwajalein, Bougainville, Los Negros, Hol- 
landia, Eniwetok, Guam, Saipan, Okinawa, and Iwo 
Jima nearly every major battle of the Pacific cam- 
paign. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with five Battle Stars and two Arrowheads, 
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1.—Sgt. Harold Elmer Best, son of Mrs. Laura Best, 
was born February 1, 1922, at Chismville, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Charleston, 
Arkansas, High School. He enlisted in the Infantry 
February 27, 1941, receiving basic trainine at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, and qualifying for artillery 
machinist. Serving two and a half years in the 
United States, he was sent to Europe August 8, 
1943, attached to Infantry cannon company. Ser- 
geant Best participated in the Normandy invasion, 
battle for Brest, and Belgian and Holland campaigns, 
where he was wounded in action. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Infantryman’s Com- 
bat Badge, five Battle Stars, and one Silver Star. 
He received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaf- 
fee, August 5, 1945. He and his wife, Ann, are the 
parents of one child. 


2.—T/3 Merritt M. Davenport, son of Mrs. Bess 
Davenport, was born March 31, 1918, at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as an accountant. Entering the Army Fi- 
nance Department December 14, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Ben Harrison, Indiana, and 
attended Finance School at Ft. Ben Harrison, quali- 
fying for chief clerk. He received Sharpshooter’s 
Medal January 30, 1943. After one year’s training 
he departed December 3, 1943, for England, at- 
tached to 15th Finance Disbursing Section, and 
served in Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe. He received the 
Good Conduct Medal and, after serving three months 
with the Army of Occupation, was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, November 3, 
1945. He lives in Fort Smith. 


3.—Pfe. Francis Jean Harrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Harrison of Claremore, Oklahoma, was born 
at Greenwood, Arkansas, on August 28, 1914. After 
graduating from Mansfield High School, he was 
employed as a meatcutter until entering the United 
States Marine Corps on May 8, 1944. He served 
boot training at San Diego, California, and was 
assigned to units doing guard duty at Alameda, 
California, until he was sent to the Hawaiian Is- 
lands in March 1945. Overseas more than 11 months, 
he served in the Hawaiian Islands and on Guam 
until returning to this country. He was honorably 
discharged on February 16, 1946, at San Diego, 
California. He and his wife, the former Lillian 
Hickey, have two children. They now. make their 
home at 1223 North 36th Street, Fort Smith. 


4.—Pfe. Leland Doyal Inklebarger, son of Mrs. Nora 
Inklebarger, was born July 14, 1918, at Charleston, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
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he reenlisted in the Navy in February 1 946 
according to last report received, was serving 
the U.S.S. Greyhound. : ee 


i] he. - 
20.—T/Sgt. Woodrow W. Stoufer, son of Frank Sal 
Martin and Pearl Rose Stoufer, was born December 
19, 1916, at Fort Smith. He received his education — 





by attending Albert Pike School, Rogers, Arkansas; 


- Winslow High School, Winslow, Arkansas; Trusty 


Junior High and Senior High Schools, Fort Smith, 
after which he was employed by Swift and Co., 
Memphis, Tennessee. Enlisting in the Army Air 
Corps August 7, 1941, he received basic training at 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and Maxwell Field, Ala- 
bama, qualifying for A.A.F. supply technician. At- 
tached to 16th Air Service Sqdn., he landed at 
Oran, Africa, May 11, 1943, and participated in 
Po Valley, Naples-Foggia, Rhineiand, Rome-Arno, 


Southern France, and Apennines campaigns. He was 


awarded six Bronze Stars Good Conduct Medal, and 
Meritorious Service Unit Plaque. Sergeant Stoufer 
received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, September 7, 1945, returning to 
Fort Smith. 
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Charleston, Arkansas, High School, afterwards being 
employed in Los Angeles. Entering the Infantry 
January 4, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Wheeler, Georgia, and was sent to Europe in June 
1944, where he participated in the campaigns of 
Northern France, Ardennes, and Rhineland. Private 
Inklebarger was wounded on October 4 and Novem- 
ber 25, 1944, and on January 3, 1945, was killed 
in action in Eastern France. He was awarded the 
Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived by 
his wife, Josephine Inez, three children, and his 
mother. 


5.—Quartermaster 2/c Ray D. Lee, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert W. Lee of Route 1, Fort Smith, was 
born at Barling, Arkansas, February 7, 1926. He 
attended Fort Smith High School and was employed 
by the S & Q Clothing Company and the Naval 
Supply Depot at Oakland, California. Entering the 
Navy on February 5, 1944, he served boot training 
at Farragut, Idaho, and was sent to the Pacific 
area in July 1944, as a member of the crew of 
the U.S.S. Kwajalein. Overseas almost two years, 
he saw action at Eniwetok and Ulithi, in the Mari- 
anas Islands at Guam and Saipan and in the 
Philippines and New Hebrides. Quartermaster Lee 
also served at Pearl Harbor and in New Caledonia 
and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon. He as honorably discharged at Shoe- 
ae California, May 8, 1946. His wife is Dorothy 
en. 


6.—Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c Jack W. Lee, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert W. Lee, was born June 138, 1924, 
at Muldrow, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas Janu- 
ary 4, 1927. He received his education by attending 
Massard Grade School and Fort Smith Junior and 
Senior High Schools. Entering the Navy January 
12, 1943, he received boot training at San Diego 
Naval Training Station and, by attending Hospital 
Corps School and X-Ray Technician School, quali- 
fied for X-ray technician. After serving almost 
three years, he was honorably discharged at Shoe- 
maker, California, December 16, 1945 He and his 
ae Georgia Bernice, live in Fort Smith with their 
child. 


7.—Segt. Allen Riley Russell, son of Mrs. Gertie Mc- 
Kinney, was born January 10, 1914, in Oklahoma, 
moving to Arkansas in 1921. He attended Oklahoma 
and Greenwood, Arkansas, schools, afterwards being 
employed as a painter. Entering the Army Novem- 
ber 5, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Grant, Illinois, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ 
School, qualifying as cook. He departed August 1, 
1944, for Europe, and remained overseas for a 
year and a half, After being honorably discharged 
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January 15, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned 
to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Eulema and their two children. ’ 


8.—Fire Controlman 3/c Paul Marion Blaylock, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blaylock, was born March 
12, 1924, in Lavaca, Arkansas. He attended Fort 
Smith Public Schools and after graduating was em- 
ployed in sheet metal and machine shop work as 
grinder for Marlin Rockwell Co., Plainsville, Con- 
necticut. Entering the Navy July 26, 1942, he re- 
ceived boot training at Naval Training Center, San 
Diego, California, and attended Class A, Fire Con- 
trol School, Newport, Rhode Island, and Advanced 
Fire Control School at San Diego. He departed 
January 25, 1943, for more than two years’ overseas 
duty, participating in campaigns at Marcus, Tarawa, 
Wake Island, Gilbert Islands, Marshall Islands, 
Bougainville, New Guinea (second campaign), Kav- 
ieng, Netherlands Indies; Morotai, and Marianas 
(Guam). According to last report received he was 
still in the service. His home is in Fort Smith. 


9.—Storekeeper 1/c Charles Ray Beckman, son of 
Mrs. Cleo Beckman Sorrels and the late Flake 
Francis Beckman, was born November 30, 1919, at 
Dayton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Fort Smith Public Schools, afterwards 
being employed as salesman, cashier, and_ book- 
keeper. Entering the Navy in July 1942, he received 
boot training at San Diego. After training in the 
United States he was sent to the Aleutian Islands 
and then to the Asiatic-Pacific theater and served 
on Guam, Saipan, Marshalls, Gilberts, Fijis, Solo- 
mons, Tarawa, Marianas New Guinea Leyte Philip- 
pines Iwo Jima Kwajelein, and New Caledonia. 
He was once wounded in action and among other 
decorations received the Purple Heart, Presidential 
Unit Citation, Silver Star, seven Battle Stars, and 
Medal for Bravery and Meritorious Achievement. 
He was honorably discharged in October 1945, and 
lives in Salinas, California, with his wife, Eva. 


10.—2nd Lt. Bob Green, son of Maude Yarborough 
Green and the late Beverly Charles Green, was born 
January 2, 1917, at Booneville, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending DuVal Grade 
School, Fort Smith Junior and Senior High Schools, 
and Fort Smith Business College, after which he 
was employed as salesman for General Mills, Inc. 
Entering the Infantry July 12, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and by 
attending Officer Candidate School, Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, qualified for commanding officer of 1st 
Platoon in Anti-tank Co. Lieutenant Green received 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge June 15, 1944; 
Anti-tank Medal, and Expert Rifleman’s Badge. He 
served two years in the United States and departed 
for Hawaii July 1, 1944, attached to 81st (Wildcat) 
Division. He participated in the invasion of Anguar 
Island in the Palau Group, landing on Anguar Sep- 
tember 17, 1944. He was killed in action October 
19, 1944, on Anguar Island and was awarded the 
Purple Heart and the Silver Star, posthumously. 
He is survived by his wife, Kay; one daughter, and 
his mother. 


11.—Ist Lt. James Irvine Flake, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. V. Flake, was born at Coal Hill, Arkansas, Febru- 
ary 2, 1918. He received his education by attending 
Arkansas Polytechnic College and Arkansas State 
Teachers’ College. Entering the Army Medical 
Corps May 12, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, later attending Lab. Tech. 
and Medical Field Schools, where he qualified for 
bacteriologist. After serving three. years in the 
United States, he was sent to the Philippines May 
17, 1945, participating in the Leyte and Luzon cam- 
paigns. Lieutenant Flake was awarded the Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. He received an honorably 
discharge at Camp Chaffee January 15, 1946, after 
serving four months with the Army of Occupation. 
He and his wife, Nell, live in Coal Hill, Arkansas, 
with their child. 
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12.—Pvt. Claude H. James, son of Claude F. and 
Josephine James, was born July 19, 1921, at Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. He received his education 
attending Fort Smith Public Schools and University 
of Arkansas at Fayetteville. Entering the Army Air 
Forces February 2, 1944, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Wichita Falls, Texas, later at- 
tending Montana State University, Missoula, Mon- 
tana. After serving in the United States for nearly 
two years, Private James received an honorable dis- 
charge at Roswell Army Air Field, Roswell, New 
Mexico, November 26, 1945. .He lives in Fort Smith. 


13.—Capt. Roy L. James is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Claud F. James of Fort Smith, where he was born 
September 30, 1916. He is a graduate of Fort Smith 
High School and the University of Arkansas, and 
was employed as associate radio engineer, office 
of the chief signal officer, War Department, until 
entering military service on November ,7 1942. Sent 
to Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, for basic training, 
he also attended Radiation Laboratory School at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Yates- 
bury Radio School in England, where he arrived 
in February, 1948. Returning to this country, he was 
sent to Saipan in the South Pacific. Overseas a total 
of 25 months, Captain James is the holder of the 
Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was placed on inactive 
duty on April 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Ina, have one child. 


14.—Aviation Radioman 3/c Earl Wesley Moreland, 
son of Anna Ruth and Earl Edney Moreland, was 
born April 11, 1926, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He 
attended Fort Smith Senior High School. Entering 
the Navy June 8, 1943, he received boot training at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, qualifying as aviation radio- 
man and air crewman. He served for two years in 
the United States with the Navy Air Corps and 
departed August 14, 1945, for Honolulu, Hawaii, 
with Air Transport Squadron 11. He remained over- 
seas for nearly eight months and was honorably 
discharged April 14, 1946, in Norman, Oklahoma. 
His home is in Fort Sith. 


15.—Warrant Officer (j. g.) Earl E. Moreland, son 
of Mrs. M. E. Moreland, was born May 23, 1901, in 
Walnut Tree, Arkansas. He attended grade school 
and night school, receiving an administrative course, 
after which he was employed as scissors polisher 
by Solid Steel Scissor Company of Fort Smith; as 
baker and foreman of baking department by Wortz 
Biscuit Company of Fort Smith; and as caretaker- 
mechanic for Battery G, 206th C.A. (A.A.) and 
Battery C, 142nd F.A., July 1932, to January 1941. 
Having entered service May 18, 1924, with Battery 
G, 206th C.A., he attained the rank of first sergeant, 
Battery C, 142nd F.A., in the National Guard, and 
was called to active service January 6, 1941, with 
the Field Artillery. Receiving basic training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, he qualified as military personnel 
officer and pistol expert. Warrant Officer Moreland 
served for three years in the United States and for 
two years overseas, participating in campaigns of - 
Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe. He served for four months 
with the Army of Occupation in Germany and, ac- 
cording to last report received, was still in the 
service as military personnel officer, Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, the former Anna Ruth 
Fahrner, have one son. 


16.—T/Sgt. Carl Wendell Patterson, son of Ger- 
trude and Charles Bunyan Patterson, was born Feb- 
ruary 15, 1915, in Huntington, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Mansfield Grade and High School and Fort 
Smith High School, afterwards being engaged as 
automobile serviceman. Entering the Army March 
2, 1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and attended Infantry Replacement Train- 
ing Camp, qualifying as mechanic, automotive track 
vehicles, and rifle expert. He departed September 
7, 1944, for France, and the European Theater of 
Operations, and participated in campaigns of North- 
ern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe, being 


awarded three Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged January 
24, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Mary Katherine, and their one child. 

17.—1st Lt. Harold Boyce Patterson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles B. Patterson of Fort Smith, was born 
March 29, 1908, at Huntington, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Mansfield High School and the University 
of Arkansas, and was a service station lessee until 
entering military service on July 20, 1942. He re- 
ceived his basic training at Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and then attended the Glider Pilot’s School 
at Tucumcari, New Mexico. Lieutenant Patterson 
was transferred to the Field Artillery and attended 
Officer Candidate School at Ft. Sill; Oklahoma. He 
served with the 268th Field Artillery Bn., and was 
sent to New Guinea in September 1944. Overseas 
19 months, he took part in the New Guinea campaign 
and served seven months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion of Japan. He was released from active service 
on June 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He 
eae wife, the former Betty Kneal, have one 
child. 


18.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c Louis William Schneider, 
son of Mrs. Margaruete Workman, was born at 
Fort Smith, July 18, 1907. His education was received 
by attending Belle Grove Grade School. Fort Smith 
High School, Draughon’s Business College, and Uni- 
versity of Minnesota (electrical course). Entering 
the Naval Construction Battalion April 12, 1944, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and, 
by attending Advanced Electricians’ Service School, 
specialized in power generators and motors. Mate 
Schneider qualified to set up power plants and to 
install and maintain electrical powered machines and 
motors. After training in the United States, he 
departed in October 1944, attached to Construction 
Battalion M.U. No. 549, for the Asiatic-Pacific thea- 
ter where he served on Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, 
Kwajalein, Marshall Islands, and Wake Island. After 
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1.—Pfe. Thomas A. Graham, son of Thomas Bascom 
and Mattie Ella Graham, was born December 1, 
1918, at Greenwood, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Greenwood and Fort Smith 
Public Schools. Entering the Quartermaster Corps 
November 12, 1942, he received basic training at 
Camp Lee, Virginia; Camp Swift, Texas, and Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, and attended Motor School at 
Ft. Crook, Nebraska. He received Driver’s Medal 
and qualified as rifle sharpshooter and carbine 
marksman. After serving two years in the United 
States, he was sent to Europe, attached to Co. A, 
612th Q.M. Bn., November 15, 1944, and participated 
in the campaigns of France, Belgium, and Germany. 
Private Graham received citation from Gen. George 
S. Patton for meritorious service in the performance 
of outstanding duties while serving as mess clerk 
of Headquarters Co., 15th Army. He was also 
awarded the Bronze Service Star and Good Conduct 
Medal. After serving three months with the Army 
of Occupation, he returned to the United States De- 
cember 16, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 22, 1945. 
He and his wife, Lucille, live in Fort Smith with 
their daughter. 


2.—Sgt. Bobby Gene Sanders, son of the late John 
Robert and Nonnie Neece Sanders, was born Janu- 
ary 14, 1924, at Fort Smith. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Fort Smith High School and 
was afterwards employed as relief manager for 
Kroger Stores. Entering the Army Air Force June 
9, 1943, he received basic training at Amarillo, 
Texas, and by attending Flexible Gunnery School 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Radio Operator- 
Mechanical School, Yuma, Arizona, qualified for 
radio operator and gunner. After 20 months’ train- 
ing in the United States, he was sent to Europe 
February 10, 1945, where he saw service 1n the 
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more than a years’ service overseas, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Norman, Oklahoma, December 
13, 1945. He and his wife, Georgia, live in Fort 
Smith with their child. 


19.—Sgt. James A. Roppolo, son of Margherita and 
Joseph Roppolo, was born November 7, 1910, at 
Manning, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1913. He 
received his education by attending St. Anne’s Acad- 
emy, after which he was employed as cook and 
waiter. Entering the Infantry June 7, 1941, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying for rifleman. He served three years in 
the United States and was sent to Europe attached 
to Co. C, 387th Inf., 97th Division, February 1, 1945, 
where he participated in the campaigns of the Rhine- 
land, Ruhr pocket, and Czechoslovakia. He received 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and Expert In- 
fantryman’s Badge. Sergeant Roppolo was sent to 
Japan August 29, 1945, and spent three months with 
the Army of Occupation. Returning to the United 
States December 7, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, December 18, 1946. He 
lives in Fort Smith. 


20.—S/Sgt. Joseph Anthony Roppolo, Jr., son of 
Joseph, Sr., and Margherita Roppolo, was born Janu- 
ary 10, 1917, at Fort Smith. He received his educa- 
tion by attending St. Anne’s Academy, afterwards 
being employed as salesman. Enlisting in the Corps 
of Engineers July 18, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, specializing in service 
of supply logistics. After serving five months at- 
tached to 47th Engineer Bn., he was sent to Hawaii 
and participated in campaigns of Kwajalein in the 
Marshalls, Eniwetok, Saipan, and Okinawa. He 
qualified for rifle marksman and was awarded the 
American Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with three Stars, Unit Citation, and Good Conduct 
Medal. Returning to the United States October 8, 
1945, he was honorably discharged October 18, 
1945. He lives in Fort Smith. 
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Rhineland, Central Europe, and Ardennes cam- 
pains. He received rifle Marksmanship Medal 


August 10, 1948, and pistol Marksmanship Medal 
October 17, 1943, and was awarded three Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and Air Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters. After serving two months 
with the Army of Occupation, he returned to the 
United States November 19, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Novem- 
ber 24, 1945. He and his wife, Betty Jo, live in 
Fort Smith with their child. 


3.—Cpl. Woodrow Winston Ejikins, son of Mrs. Elsie 
Elkins, was born October 6, 1915, at LaVaca, Arkan- 
sas. After receiving his education by attending Fort 
Smith Public Schools, he entered the Army (430th 
Army Ordnance Dept.) April 6, 1942, and received 
basic traninig at Aberdeen, Maryland, qualifying in 
tire repair and retread. After serving over two 
years in the United States, he was sent to Europe 
July 25, 1944, and participated in campaign of the 
Rhineland. He was awarded the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, two Overseas Bars, and Good Conduct Medal. 
After 14 months’ overseas service, he returned to 
the United States October 18, 1945, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
November 2, 1945. He and his wife, Alcie, live in 
Fort Smith with their child. 


4.—T/Segt. Claud E. Martin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude E. Martin, Sr., was born October 5, 1924, at 
Fort Smith. Graduating from Fort Smith High 
School in 1942, he was employed by City Seed and 
Supply House, Fort Smith. Entering the Army Air 
Force June 9, 1948, he received basic training at 
Amarillo, Texas, and attended Radio School at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, and Aerial Gunnery School, 
Yuma, Arizona, where he qualified for radio oper- 





TE 84 


PLA 


902 ] 


[ 





ator-mechanic and gunner. Sergeant Martin was 
sent to Italy on September 9, 1944, participating 
in the campaigns of Rome-Arno, Northern Apen- 
nines, Rhineland, and air combat over the Balkans. 
He was reported missing in action over Yugoslavia 
November 17, 1944, while returning from a bombing 
mission, was picked up by Yugoslavian Partisans, 
and spent 52 days in the Yugoslavian Undergrounds 
until released to Allied control on January 5, 1945. 
He was awarded four Battle Stars, Air Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Euro- 
pean-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Presidential Unit Citation. Sergeant 
Martin was discharged at Ellington Field, Texas, 
November 8, 1945. He lives in Fort Smith. 


5.—Baker 2/c Harry William Thurston, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward William Thurston, was born April 
19, 1914, at Kane, Pennsylvania, moving to Arkansas 
in 1920. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith High School, after which he was en. 
gaged as a baker at the Colonial Bakery. Entering 
the Navy October 1, 1942, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, qualifying for baker. During 
his three years’ service in the United States, he 
was attached to Unit No. 36, Carrier Aircraft Ser- 
vice, and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. 
After being honorably discharged October Pa, Wibsyliss. 
at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Fort Smith, 
pers he lives with his wife, Flora Mae, and their 
child. 


6.—Pfc. David A. Lynch, son of Mrs. Cordella Lynch, 
was born June 16, 1926, in Goodman, Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1927. He attended Grade 
and Junior High Schools before entering the In- 

fantry November 13, 1944. Attached to the 84th 
' Division, Co. F, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson and departed March 29, 1944, for Germany. 
Overseas for eight months, Private Lynch par- 
ticipated in three battles, the Belgian bulge; Frank- 
fort, Germany; and Berlin. He was awarded Good 
Conduct Medal and two Battle Stars. He spent six 
months with the Army of Occupation and, according 
to last report, was still in the service. His home is 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


7.—T/Segt. Harold P. Adrion, son of Haidee and 
Paul Adrion, was born March 20, 1920, at Fremont, 
Ohio, moving to Arkansas in 1926. He received his 
education by attending Parker Grade School and 
Fort Smith High School. After completing his edu- 
cation, he was employed in electrical and carpentry 
work. Enlisting in the Army Air Force October 
24, 1941, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, later attending Airplane Me- 
chanics’ School, Chanute Field, Illinois, where he 
qualified for propeller specialist. After serving 21 
months in the United States attached to 32nd School 
Sqdn., and 10th Acad. Sqdn., he was sent to the 
South Pacific, Janding in Brisbane, Australia, Au- 
gust 16, 1943. Sergeant Adrion saw service in New 
Guinea and Southern Philippines. He received rifle 
Marksmanship Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After serving 
two years overseas, he was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, October 25, 1945, returning to 
Fort Smith. 


—Cpl. Fred Lee Petree, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wes 

Pi was born at Fort Smith, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Marked Tree Pub- 
lie School and was later employed as butcher. En- 
listing in the Infantry October 22, 1941, he received 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and attended 
supply schools where he qualified for meatcutter, 
cook, and instructor in basic training. He was 
transferred to the Signal Corps, and departed for 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater, landing on Guam No- 
vember 10, 1944. He received carbine Marksman 
Medal May 9, 19438, qualified as rifleman, and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, Good Conduct Medal, World War II Naeroey 
Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, an 
American Theater Ribbon. Corporal Petree ee 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Beta ae 
15, 1945. He and his wife, Alene, live in Fort Smi 


with their children. 
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9.—Cpl. Ralph O. Bray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
H. Bray, was born September 19, 1919, at Fort 
Smith. Receiving his education by attending Fort 
Smith High School and University of Alabama, he 
entered the Field Artillery December 3, 1942, re- 
ceiving basic training at Camp Howze, Texas. After 
serving two years attached to 325th Field Artillery, 
84th Division; 86th Field Artillery, 65th Division; 
and 67th College Training Detachment, he qualified 
for artillery and finance clerk. Corporal Bray de- 
parted from the United States January 9, 1945, 
landing at LeHavre, France, January 21, 1945, and 
took part in the Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns. He was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and Certificate of Merit. After spending six 
months with the Army of Occupation, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
January 7, 1946. He and his wife, Agnes, live in 
Fort Smith with their child. 


10.—Ship’s Fitter 3/e Paul Augusta Kaelin, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Kaelin, was born at Fort Smith, 
June 14, 1913. He received his education by attend- 
ing St. Boniface School, after which he was employea 
as carpenter. Entering the Navy March 2, 1944, he 
received boot training at Farragut, Idaho. Depart- 
ing from the United States June 10, 1944, for the 
South Pacific, he participated in the invasion of 
Guam, Angura, Pelelieu, Leyte, Luzon at Lingayen, 
and sea battle of Surigao Straits and was aboard 
the U.S.S. Pennsylvania when she was torpedoed 
off Okinawa August 12, 1945. He was awarded 
the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Rib- 
bon with four Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with two Stars, Navy Unit Commendation, and 
Captain’s Unit Commendation. Returning to the 
United States October 24, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, December 9, 1945. He and 
his wife, Margaret, live in Fort Smith with their 
child. 


11.—T/5 Nathan Dodd, son of Claude L. and Lois B. 
Dodd, was born at Hartford, Arkansas, December 
9, 1918. He received his education by attending 
Fort Smith High School, after which he was em- 
ployed by Automotive, Inc., of Fort Smith. Entering 
the Corps of Engineers August 8, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, qualifying 
for administrative and technical clerk. He was sent 
to Greenland October 28, 1944, and served more than 
a year overseas. He received rifle Sharpshooter 
Medal June 9, 1944, Good Conduct Medal, World War 
II Victory Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
December 12, 1945, he returned to Fort Smith, where 
he lives with his wife, Ivanelle, and their child. 


12.—Seaman James C. Patterson, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C. Patterson, Sr., was born August 22, 
1927, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort 
Smith Senior High School. Entering the Maritime 
Service April 13, 1945, he received boot training at 
Catalina Island. He departed from the United States 
May 26, 1945, for Okinawa Island and on December 
9, 1945, for Holland. According to last report re- 
ceived Seaman Patterson was still in the service in 
Yugoslavia. His home is in Fort Smith. 


13.—Sgt. Jack Eugene Scott, son of Mrs. Bonnie 
Scott, was born August 20, 1925, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Grade School 
and High School. Entering the Marine Corps No- 
vember 4, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Machine Gun School, 
qualifying as machine gunner. Attached to the ist 
Marine Division, 1st Regt., Co. K, 8rd Bn., he 
departed March 10, 19438, for Australia and during 
his more than two years overseas, participated in 
the campaigns of New Britain, Peleliu, and Okinawa. 
tie was severely wounded in action twice and was 
awarded the Purple Heart with one Star, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, Presidential Citation, Victory Rib- 
bon, and Naval Unit Citation. Sergeant Scott, ac- 
cording to last report received, was still in the ser- 
vice, hospitalized at Mare Island, California, Naval 
Hospital. 


14.—Pfe. J. D. Center, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram 
Center, was born June 12, 1911, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Public Schools 
and Arkansas Polytechnic College at Russellville, 
after which he was employed as baker and _ truck 
driver. Entering the Army March 3, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying 
as cook, truck driver light, and sharpshooter with 
rifle and carbine. Attached to the 87th Division, 
345th Inf. Regt., Co. H, he departed October. 13, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations and 
participated in the campaigns of the Rhineland, 
Ardennes, and Central Europe. Private Center was 
awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Motor Ve- 
hicle Driver’s Award, Good Conduct Medal, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Campaign Ribbon, 
Distinguished Unit Badge, and Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged November 16, 1945, at 
Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, he returned to Fort 
Smith, where he lives with his wife, Helen, and 
their son. 


15.—S/Sgt. Sam W. Dougan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
T. W. Dougan of Mountainburg, was born May 28, 
1919, in Dyer, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Dyer Public School. Entering the Army 
March 23, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Barkeley, Texas, qualifying as squad leader. After 
two years’ service in the United States, attached 
to the 90th Division, 358th Infantry, Co. B, Sergeant 
Dougan departed March 23, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations and participated in the cam- 
paign of Normandy. He was wounded in action and 
sent to England for five surgical operations, in the 
136th, 307th, and 98rd General Hospitals. Sergeant 
Dougan was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Vic- 
tory Ribbon, Purple Heart, American Theater Ser- 
vice Ribbon, and European-African-Middle Eastern 
Service Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
November 7, 1945, at Hammond General Hospital, 
Modesto, California, he returned to Fort Smith. 


16.—Cpl. Billy Lee Plummer, son of Mary V. and 
David Plummer, was born February 13, 1926, in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Bell Point Grade 
and Junior High Schools, afterwards being employed 
as shipyard worker, drillpress operator, glass fin- 
isher, and filling station attendant. Entering the 
Marine Corps April 5, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Gunnery 
School, qualifying as light machine gun crewman, 
M-1 rifle marksman, and machine gun marksman. 
Corporal Plummer departed July 22, 1944, for Hawaii 
with the 5th Marine Division, and remained overseas 
for a year and eight months. He participated in 
campaigns of Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands; spent a 
month with the Army of Occupation at Sasebo, 
Japan, and served four and a half months on Peleliu 
Island in defense battle. He was awarded Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Presidential 
Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged 
May 3, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois, he returned 
to his home in Fort Smith. 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c David George Plummer, 
III, son of Mr. and Mrs. David George Plummer, 
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Jr., was born at Fort Smith, February 2, 1! 
He received his education by attending Fort 
Public Schools and Du Pont Manual School, Louis- — 
ville, Kentucky, after which he was employed as _ 
ambulance 
ployee of the Wortz Baking Co., Fort Smith. Enter- 
ing the Naval Reserve July 7, 1943, he received 
boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and Camp 
Endicott, Rhode Island, qualifying for oiler, crane 
and engine. After almost eight months’ training in 
the United States, Mate Plummer was sent to New 
Guinea, February 25, 1944, where he received in- 
juries in line of duty which resulted in his death 
April 22, 1944. He was buried in the U.S.A.F. 
Cemetery Milne Bay No. 2, New Guinea. In ad- 
dition to his parents, he is survived by his wife, 
Margie, and their son, who received a Presidential 
Commemoration Scroll. 


18.—Pfe. Dorothy L. Sargent, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude L. Sargent, was born May 27, 1923, at 
Van Buren, Arkansas. Receiving her education by 
attending Fort Smith and Van Buren Public Schools, 
she was later employed by Arkansas Ordnance Plant 
in Fort Smith; by business firms in Oklahoma City, 
and at Tinker Field Air Base, until enlisting in the 
Army Air Forces (W.A.C.) January 28, 1944. She 
received training at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, quali- 
fying for airplane and engine mechanic and serving 
16 and a half months with Sqdn. C, 4136th A.A.F. 
Base Unit. Private Sargeant received Good Conduct 
Medal January 27, 1944, and was discharged at 
Ee ae Houston, June 9, 1945. She lives in Fort 
mith. 


19.—Pvt. Edgar Ralph Hudson, son of Mrs. Allie M. 
Hudson, was born August 30, 1915, at Alix, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Public School at Alix and was 
later employed as a coal miner. Enlisting in the 
Infantry February 17, 1941, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. McDowell, California, and was sent to 
the Philippine Islands, attached to the 31st Infantry, 
in May 1941. Contracting tropical fever, he was in 
the hospital in Manila when war began. Returning 
to combat duty, Private Hudson was wounded in 
action January 25, 1942, and taken prisoner May 
8, 1942. He died in Japanese Prison Camp O’Donnell, 
May 30, 1942. His mother has received the Purple 
Heart and Commemoration Scroll signed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


20.—T/5 Levirn Melvin King, son of Claude Melvin 
and Lela J. King, was born July 2, 1921, at Fort 
Smith. He received his education by attending Fort 
Smith Public School, afterwards being employed as 
furniture worker. Entering the Infantry September 
21, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Wheeler, 
Georgia, qualifying for painter, general. After train- 
ing in the United States he was sent to Europe 
April 14, 1948, attached to 84th Engineer Cam. Bn., 
participating in Ardennes, Central Europe, Rhine- 
land, Tunisia, Naples-¥oggia, and Rome-Arno cam- 
paigns. Corporal King was awarded six Bronze 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
October 14, 1945. He and his wife, Robina, live in 
Fort Smith with their child. 
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1.—T/5 Lawrence E. Belser, son of Mrs. Elizabeth S. 
Belser, was born May 14, 1915, at Fort Smith, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Peabody 
Junior High School and was afterwards employed 
as clerk for the Sebastian County Rock Crusher 
Company. Inducted into the Armed Forces October 
8, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, qualifying for truck driver. After four 
months’ service in the United States, he was sent 
to the Asiatic-Pacific theater and participated in 
New Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Luzon cam- 
paigns. He served as vehicle maintenance mechanic 
and heavy truck driver in the Philippines for 18 
months and for meritorious service was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze 
Star, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 
12, 1945, returning to Fort Smith. 


2.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Everett Hill, son of Grace 
Robison of Fort Smith, was born on August 23, 
1914, at Ratcliff, Arkansas. He completed his educa- 
tion at the Fort Smith schools and: was a profes- 
sional baseball player until entering the Navy Sea- 
bees on December 21, 1942. He was sent to Camp 
Peary, Virginia, for his boot training and after 
five months in this country was sent to New Cale- 
donia in the South Pacific theater. Overseas more 
than 26 months, he participated in the New Georgia, 
Solomon Islands and the Peleliu Island campaigns. 
He was returned to the United States in July 1945, 
and was honorably discharged on September 21, 
1945, at the Naval Air Base at New Orleans, Lou- 
isiana. He and his wife, Mattie Bell, have one son, 
Jimmie Everett. 


3.—T/4 Herman Emery Elkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Elkins, was born May 15, 1913, at Lavaca, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Lavaca Public School and Government Trade School 
at Fort Smith, and was later employed as ma- 
chinist for the Solid Steel Scissors Company at Fort 
Smith for 16 years. Entering the Corps of En- 
gineers March 3, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, qualifying for cook. At- 
tached to Co. C, 285th Engineers Combat Bn., he 
departed October 22, 1944, for England, and _ par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Central Europe, Rhine- 
land, and the Ardennes. He received rifle Marks- 
manship Medal April 22, 1944, and for meritorious 
service was awarded three Bronze Stars, Good Con- 
duct Medal, European Theater of Operations Rib- 
bon, and Victory Ribbon. Returning to the United 
States December 22, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 
30, 1945. He and his wife, Freda Mae ,live in Fort 
Smith with their children. 


4.—Cpl. Troy Eugene Holland, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tolithia Holland, was born June 1, 1923, in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. He attended Albert Pike School 
and Fort Smith Junior High School. Entering the 
Air Corps January 19, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, qualifying for duty as 
noncommissioned officer. Corporal Holland served 
in the United States for three years with the 462nd 
Army Air Force Unit and was awarded World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Amer- 
ican Theater. Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 25, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Fort Smith, where he_lives with his 
wife, Marie Inez, and their child. He is employed 
at Ballman Cummings Furniture Company. 


5.—Second Class Petty Officer Ambrose Richard 
Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Clark of Fort 
Smith, was born on April 25, 1918, at Melton, Okla- 
homa, and moved with his family to Arkansas in 
1919. He attended the Howard Hill, Jenny Lind 
and Deermount Schools and was engaged in smelter 
work until entering the Navy Seabees on November 
10, 1942. After serving boot training at Davisville, 
Rhode Island, he was sent to the Automatic Rifle 
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School at Port Huenema, California, and from there 
was sent to Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. Over- 
seas a total of 29 months, he has served in the 
Aleutian Islands and also in the South Pacific area 
on Guam and at Pearl Harbor as a member of the 
52nd Naval Construction Bn. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, 
he was honorably discharged on November 10, 1945, 
a he UE! Tennessee. His wife is Anna Myrtle 
ark. 


6.—Cpl. George Edward Hoffman, son of Henry and 
Mary Hoffman, was born at Fort Smith, February 
7, 1912. He received his education by attending 
Trusty, Rogers, and Albert Pike Public Schools, 
afterwards being employed in highway construction. 
Entering the Army Air Corps April 6, 1942, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and by attending Bakers’ and Cooks’ School qualified 
for cook. Attached to Base Unit, 2nd Air Force, he 
departed May 25, 1942, for the Aleutian Islands, 
where he served for over two years. Corporal Hoff- 
man received the American. Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. 
He was honorably discharged at Barksdale Field, 
Louisiana, October 10, 1945. He and his wife, Sylvia 
Elreda, live in Fort Smith with their child. 


T/4 Lessie Leroy Helms, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Helms, was born May 25, 1924, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He attended South Fort Smith and 
Cavanaugh Schools, afterwards being engaged as 
grocery clerk and truck driver. Entering the Army 
November 8, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Fannin, Texas, qualifying as rifle marksman and 
full track driver. Attached to the 51st F.A., 6th 
Division, he departed April 26, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater and participated in the New Guinea 
and Luzon campaigns. He also spent three months 
with the Army of Occupation. Sergeant Helms was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Service Stars, and one Bronze Arrowhead, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star. After being honorably discharged February 
18, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to South Fort Smith where he lives with his wife, 
Eunice Maxine. 


8.—Pfc. Edwin J. Hensen is the son of Joe J. Hensen 
of Route 2, Paris, Arkansas. Born at Paris on Oc- 
tober 12, 1915, he attended St. Anne’s School at 
Carbon City, Arkansas, and Draughon’s Business 
School at Fort Smith. He was employed as a book- 
keeper at Gabel’s Auto Supply Company until enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps on July 12, 1942. Private 
Hensen completed basic training at Camp Barkeley, 
Texas, and then served at the Station Hospital, 
Lowry Field, Colorado. In July 1944, he was sent 
to New Guinea and was assigned to the Far East 
Air Service Command, Headquarters Sqdn., Supply 
Division. Serving in Australia and the Philippines, 
he was overseas a total of 17 months and was then 
returned to the United States. Private Hensen was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on January 2, 1946. He and his wife, Mary Louise, 
have one child. 


9.—Electrician’s Mate 3/c James Fred Matteson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Alva Matteson, was born 
January 28, 1922, in Hutchinson, Kansas, moving to 
Arkansas in 1925. He attended Fort Smith High 
School, afterwards being employed by Jeffries 
Amusement Company. Entering the Navy January 
11, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended training school at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas. Mate Matteson departed August 
11, 1944, for Okinawa and remained overseas for a 
year and four months, participating in campaigns 
of Leyte, Luzon, and Okinawa. He was on board the 
destroyer U.S.S. Luce when it was sunk by the 
Japanese off Okinawa and later served on the U.S.S. 
Olnitak. After being honorably discharged Febru- 
ary 5, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
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Fort Smith, where he lives with his wife, 
Mae, and their children 


10.—T/Set. William Roy Reece, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Roy Reece, Sr., was born December the 
1920, in South Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended 
Fort Smith Grade Schools and Junior and Senior 
High Schools at Paris, Arkansas, eraduating in 1938 
as president of the senior class. Afterwards he was 
employed as stock man at S. H. Kress and Company 
and with his father on a produce truck. Entering 
the Infantry September 15, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Blanding, Florida, qualifying as 
expert with rifle and machine gun, sports editor, 
and military police. Attached to heavy weapons in- 
fantry company, Sergeant Reece departed February 
5, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations and participated in the battle of Okinawa. 
He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Victory Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. According to last report re- 
ceived he was still in service with the Army of 
Occupation at Koriyama, Japan. His wife, Virginia 
Louise, and their child, live in Fort Smith. 


11.—T/5 James Leon Robertson, Sr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Algusta Robertson of South Fort Smith 
was born on October 28, 1923, at Glenwood, Arkan- 
sas. He completed his education at Cavanaugh High 
School and was employed by the Athletic Smelter 
Company until entering military service on May 18, 
1943. Upon completion of basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, he was assigned to the En- 
gineers as an automotive stock clerk and arrived 
in Scotland in February, 1945. Overseas a total of 
more than 10 months, he took part in the Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns and earned the 
Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and Army of Occu- 
pation Ribbon. He also holds the Marksmanship 
Medal and the Driver’s Medal. Corporal Robertson 
was honorably discharged on December 22, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, 
Bessie Lucile, have one child. 


12.—Set. James H. Davis, son of W. H. and Rosie 
Davis of South Fort Smith, Arkansas, was born at 
Alma, Arkansas, on September 16, 1918. He entered 
military service on April 11, 1941, and was sent to 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, for basic training in 
the Quartermaster Corps. Sergeant Davis served in 
this country until he was sent to Guadalcanal in 
the Southwest Pacific theater in May 1944. Overseas 
a total of 21 months, he served with the 56th Quar- 
termasters and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with five Battle Stars, the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Feb- 
ruary 18, 1946. 


13.—Seaman 1/e Roygene Davis, son of W. H. and 
Rosie Davis of South Fort Smith, Arkansas, was 
born at Alma, Arkansas, January 8, 1926. He entered 
the Navy on April 18, 1944, and completed boot 
training at San Diego, California. In the spring 
of 1944, he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
and remained overseas for almost two years. Sea- 
man Davis saw action at Guam, Leyte, Samar, the 
Gilbert Islands, Ie Shima and Okinawa and also 
served in Hawaii and the Philippine Islands. He 
is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
on February 28, 1946, and immediately reenlisted. 
He has returned to the South Pacific theater for two 
years of overseas duty. His wife is the former Doro- 
try Gene Clark. 


—wWarrant Machinist James Burnell Martin, son 
a te ereis Northum of South Fort Smith, Arkan- 
sas, was born September ils}, alishlsy, Ble Grogan, 
Arkansas. He attended the Fort Smith Public 
Schools and was employed at the McDaniel Ae 
until enlisting in the Navy on Ajwibsye a, ee He 
completed his training at Hampton Roads, ree 
and since then has served about 15 and a half years 
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at sea. Warrant Officer Martin has served aboard 
the following ships: the Chaumont, Stewart, Hender- 
son, Palos, Oahu, Sacramento, Trippe and Ocean- 
ographer. He holds the Yangtzez Service Ribbon 
for service on the Yangtze River in China in 1931; 
China Service Ribbon, for service in China before 
the war; American Defense Service Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. He is also holder 
of the Unit Citation which was awarded by President 
Roosevelt to those who took part in the rescue of 
the survivors of the sunken submarine, U.S.S. 
Squalus, which sank in 1939. Warrant Officer Mar- 
tin will be transferred to the Fleet Reserve at the 
end of 20 years of Naval service. He and his wife, 
Rose Marie, have one child. 


15.—T/Sgt. William Darrell Martin, son of Mrs. 
Ed Northum, was born at Greenwood, Arkansas, on 
April 9, 1915. He completed his education in the 
Greenwood and Fort Smith Schools and was em- 
ployed as a farmer and clerk until entering military 
service on October 30, 1942. He received basic train- 
ing at the Big Springs Army Air Base and then 
served successively at Strother Army Air Field and 
Ft. Worth Army Air Field as a clerk-typist. He 
was sent to Hawaii in June 1945, and spent eight 
months overseas. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater 
Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon, he also holds the Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal for the carbine and pistol. Sergeant 
Martin was honorably discharged February 2, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Fran- 
ces, live in South Fort Smith with their child. 


16.—Cpl. Philip M. Moss is the son of James T. and 
Emma Moss of Van Buren, Arkansas. He attended 
the Van Buren schools and was a furniture finisher 
until entering military service on November 2, 1943. 
Corporal Moss received basic training at Camp Lee, 
Virginia, in the Quartermaster Corps and was later 
transferred to the Infantry and sent to the Pacific 
theater in June 1944. He served as a rifleman with 
Co. B, 34th Infantry, 24th Infantry Division during 
the fighting of the New Guinea, Southern Philippine 
end Luzon campaigns during his 19 months of over- 
seas service. Holder of the Combat Infantryman 
Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with two Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
Distinguished Unit Badge and the Victory Ribbon, 
he was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, February 8, 
1946. His wife is Ruby V. Moss. 


17.—S/Sgt. Wayne Wardell Moreton is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Moreton of Fort Smith, where 
he was born on October 30, 1922. After completing 
his education at Cavanaugh High School, he was 
employed as a giass worker before entering military 
service January 16, 19438. He received basic Infantry 
training at San Luis Obispo, California, and Camp 
Rucker, Alabama, and arrived with his unit, the 320th 
Infantry, 35th Division, in England in May 1944. 
Overseas 17 months, Sergeant Moreton served as a 
section leader during the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
and the Purple Heart, as well as the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged October 6, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Lavada, have 
one child. 


18.—Lt. Walter Wayne Pogue is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Franklin Pogue of Fort Smith. Born in 
that city June 16, 1919, he was educated at Belle- 
point and at Fort Smith High School, then attended 
the American Technical Society School, Chicago, 
Illinois. He was a sign painter until entering the 
Army Air Corps on October 18, 1940. After com- 
pleting basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, he trained at March Field, California, and was 
commissioned as a fighter pilot at Chanute Field, 
Illinois. Arriving in England in January 1944, he 
participated in 12 missions over Germany. On April 
18, 1944, while over Leige, Belgium, he reported by 


radio that his plane was short of fuel.. He fell be- 
hind enemy lines and was never located. This gal- 
lant flier was reported as missing in action on that 
date and eight months later was pronounced as 
officially killed in action on that date. Lieutenant 
Pogue was awarded the Purple Heart and the Air 
Medal, posthumously. He is survived by his wife, 
Jessie Pauline, and child. 


19.—SSMB 2/c John W. Clement, son of Joe and 
Sophie Clement of Jacksonville, Arkansas, was born 
at Olmstead, Arkansas, on February 11, 1904. He 
attended the Olmstead schools and was employed 
as a barber until entering the Navy Seabees on No- 
vember 11, 1942. After completing boot training 
at Camp Peary, Virginia, he was assigned to the 
47th Naval Construction Bn. and arrived with that 
unit on Guadaleanal in April 1948. Overseas 27 
months, he took part in the New Georgia campaign. 
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1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Rena, 
have two children. 


20.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c Roy Eugene Poynor, son 
of Laura and Ernest William Poynor, was born 
February 9, 1923, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Fort Smith Senior High School, afterwards 
being employed by Interstate Electrical Company 
and Kroger Grocery Company. Entering the Navy 
August 16, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. Departing March 5, 1944, for 
New Caledonia, Mate Poynor remained overseas for 
a year and nine months and participated in the 
campaigns of the Philippines, Tacloban, and Leyte. 
He was awarded two Gold Stars. After being honor- 


ably discharged December 18, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Fort Smith, where he | 
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1.—Ist/Sgt. Bert Thomas Cantrell is the son of 
Mrs. Myrtle McCarty of Fort Smith, where he was 
born January 11, 1912. He attended St. Anne’s 
Academy and was employed by the Palace Drug 
Store and worked five years for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company before entering the National 
Guard in June 1940. Called to active duty on Janu- 
ary 6, 1941, he was sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, for 
basic training. After four years’ service in this 
country with the Field Artillery and the Tank De- 
stroyers, he arrived in the European theater in 
October 1944, and took part in the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 10 months, 
Sergenant Cantrell was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Victory and 
American Theater Ribbons and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He won sharpshooter’s medals for the rifle, 
pistol and machine gun. He was honorably dis- 
charged on September 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


2.—T/Sgt. Bob Bercher Lovelle is the son of Robert 
and Olivia Lovelle of Fort Smith. Born in that city 
on August 15, 1914, he attended the Fort Smith and 
Bellepoint schools and was a mechanic and garage 
owner until entering the Army on May 238, 1942. 
Sent to Camp Roberts, California, for basic training, 
he earned a mechanic’s rating and after six months 
in this country he was shipped to the South Pacific 
area where he remained for 31 months. Holder of 
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he served two 
months with the Army of Occupation of Japan, then 
was returned to this country. He was honorably 
discharged on January 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. His wife is the former Frieda May How- 
ard. 


3.—Machinist’s Mate 1/c Paul S. Pittman is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Pittman of Hackett, Arkan- 
sas, and the husband of Alice Pittman of Fort Smith. 
Born on September 5, 1912, he attended the Hackett 
schools and served in the Regular Army from Sep- 
tember, 1933, until September 1936. He was then 
employed by the Coca-Cola Bottling Company for 
seven years prior to entering the Navy Seabees on 
October 29, 1943. After completing boot training 
at Camp Peary, Virginia, he became expert in the 
operation of Deisel engines and heavy equipment and 
was assigned to the 31st Special Naval Construction 
Battalion. Arriving on Saipan Island in the South 
Pacific in September 1944, he saw more than 16 
months of overseas duty. He was honorably dis- 
charged on November 29, 1945, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. He and his wife have two children. 


4.—T/Sgt. Conse Hugh McNally, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Bernard McNally of Butte, Montana, 


was born at Fort Smith, Arkansas, September 15, 
1913. He attended St. Anne’s Academy and was 
employed in the casket business until entering the 
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lives with his wife, Euneva Lucretia, and their child. 
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Air Corps July 24, 1942. Sent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he later attended Radio 
School at Scott Field, Illinois, and became a radio 
operator and gunner. Arriving in the European 
theater in April 19438, he participated in the Nor- 
mandy, Northern France and Germany campaigns, 
as well as the general air offensive of Europe. A 
member of the 323rd Bomb Group, Sergeant Mc- 
Nally saw 21 months of foreign service and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal with 10 Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on 
July 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Sergeant 
McNally and his wife, Freda Mae, have two children. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Charles T. Haynes, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles T. Haynes, Sr., of Brooklyn, New 
York, was born at Fort Smith on May 30, 1924. 
After attending Fort Smith High School, he entered 
the Navy January 12, 1948, and was sent to Great 
Lakes, Illinois, for boot training. He later attended 
the Destroyer Training School and after five months 
of shore duty he was ordered to convoy duty. With 
a total of nearly 30 months of foreign service Sea- 
man Haynes is the holder of the American and 
European Theater Ribbons. He was honorably dis- 
charged on November 12, 1945, at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. His wife is the former Jean Niles. 


6.—S/Sgt. Henry Bruce Shaw, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry B. Shaw, Sr., was born August 15, 1915, 
at Fort Smith He attended Fort Smith High School, 
Fort Smith Junior College, and Louisiana State 
University, afterwards being employed by Otis 
Elevator Company. Entering the Ordnance (Army 
Air Forces) August 22, 1942, he received basic 
training at Pendleton Field, Oregon; Ontario, Cali- 
fornia, and Camp Tanboran, California; and also 
attended Chaffey Air Corps Technical Training 
School in California. After serving 14 months in 
the United States, he departed November 10, 1948, 
for India, where he participated in the India-Burma 
campaign. Returning to the States January 21, 
1946, Sergeant Shaw was honorably discharged 
January 25, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


7.—Pfe. James Benjamin Turner, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Benjamin Turner, was born December 
14, 1914, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended 
Fort Smith Grade and Senior High Schools, after- 
wards being employed by the ice plant and by the 
Post Office as substitute mail carrier. Entering the 
Infantry June 7, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Roberts, California, and served for eight 
months in the United States with the 162nd Infantry, 
41st Division. Departing March 1, 1942, for Mel- 
bourne, Australia, Private Turner served overseas 
for more than three years and participated in cam- 
paigns of Salamaua, Mindanao, and Marshall Islands. 
He was killed March 16, 1945, on Mindanao Island 
and was buried in the American Cemetery at Zam- 
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boanga, Mindanao, Philippine Islands. He had re- 
ceived the Good Conduct Medal and Expert Infantry 
Badge. Private Turner is survived by his parents, 
who live in Fort Smith. 


8.—S/Sgt. Charles M. Terwilliger, son of Vora and 
John Terwilliger of Fort Smith was born on June 1, 
1920, at Booneville, Arkansas. He attended the Mill 
Creek schools, Fort Smith High School and the 
University of Arkansas before entering active service 
on January 6, 1941. He had first enlisted in the 
National Guard on April 15, 1940. Sent to Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, for basic training, he became a supply 
sergeant and was assigned to the 399th Infantry, 
100th Division. Arriving in France on October 6, 
1944, he remained overseas for 11 months and took 
part in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 
Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Good Conduct 
Medal, he is a veteran of almost five years of 
service with Artillery, Tank Destroyer, Armored 
and Infantry forces. Sergeant Terwilliger was 
honorably discharged on October 7, 1945, at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Roberta 
Maxine, have one child. 


9.—Pharmacist’s Mate 3/c John L. Terwilliger is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Terwilliger of Route 
3, Fort Smith. Born at Fort Smith on March 7, 
1926, he was educated in the Fort Smith schools 
before entering the Navy on March 9, 1943. Mate 
Terwilliger was sent to the Naval Training Station 
at San Diego, California, to serve boot training, and 
later attended the Hospital Corps School. He served 
one year in the United States and is a veteran of 
one year and 11 months of foreign service. He was 
returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged on February 24, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. 


10.—Pyvt. Ervin Terwilliger was the son of Vora and 
John Terwilliger of Fort Smith. Born at Booneville, 
Arkansas, on April 28, 1917, he attended Fort Smith 
High School and was employed by the Athletic 
Smelter Company and was secretary of Local Union 
374. Entering the United States Marine Corps June 
7, 1944, at Little Rock, he was sent to Camp 
Pendleton, California, for boot training, and became 
an infantryman. Sent to the South Pacific area in 
November 1944, he saw service in Hawaii, the Mar- 
shall Islands and the Marianas Islands before he 
was killed in action on March 6, 1945, during the 
fighting on Iwo Jima Island. He is survived by his 
wife, Alma Marjorie, and their three children. 


11.—T/Sgt. Theodore H. Meier is the son of Jacob 
and Emelia Meier of Fort Smith, where he was 
born on September 6, 1905. He attended Lutheran 
School and the Fort Smith schools and was em- 
ployed as a truck driver until entering military 
service on October 8, 1942. After receiving basic 
training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, he was assigned 
to the 30th Field Hospital as a surgical technician. 
Sergeant Meier saw widespread action, serving both 
in the Aleutian Islands campaign and then in the 
fighting in France, Germany and Austria. With a 
total of 25 months of foreign duty, he is the holder 
of the Bronze Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal and 
six Battle Stars and Asiatic-Pacific and European 
Theater Ribbons. He was honorably discharged on 
September 27, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


12.—Pfe. Maril Lesley Dorough, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elbert R. Dorough of Fort Smith was born at Paris, 
Arkansas, October 21, 1916. After completing his 
education at Paris and Fort Smith schools he was 
employed by the Mansfield Lumber Company and 
the Bruce Terminex Company of Fort Smith until 
entering military service on December 18, 1942. 
After basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, he be- 
came a truck driver and arrived overseas in the 
European theater in May 1944. Overseas 16 months, 
he served with the 3042nd Graves Registration Co. 
during the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with five 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and the 
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Victory Ribbon. Private Dorough was honorably 
discharged on November 14, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Eva, have one child. 


13.—Segt. James B. Lewis, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James B. Lewis of Fort Smith, Arkansas, was born 
at Jenny Lind, Arkansas, on October 20, 1924. He 
attended Greenwood High School and entered mili- 
tary service on June 11, 1943. Assigned to the 
Medical Department, he completed basic training at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and later attended Clerks’ 
School. After seven months in this country, he was 
sent to New Guinea in January 1944, and saw almost 
two years of foreign service. Sergeant Lewis served 
throughout the New Guinea, Southern Philippines 
and Luzon campaigns and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. He spent one month with | 
the Army of Occupation of Japan and was returned 
to the United States. Sergeant Lewis was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, Decem- 
ber 31, 1945. 


14.—Seaman 1/c Raymond Edward Phillips, son of 
Mrs. Susie Phillips of Jenny Lind, Arkansas, was 
born in Arkansas and attended the Jenny Lind 
schools. He was a coal miner at the time he entered 
the Navy on July 24, 1948. Seaman Phillips received 
his Naval training at San Diego, California, and 
became a truck driver. He was sent to Hawaii in 
September 1943, and remained in the South Pacific 
area for more than two years. Returning to this 
country, he was honorably discharged from the 
Naval service on October 12, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. His wife is Stella Phillips. 


15.—Ist Lt. Buell Marcus Mankin is the son of 
Thomas Floyd Mankin of Fort Smith where he was 
born June 30, 1916. He completed his education in 
the Fort Smith schools and was engaged in the 
printing business when he entered military service 
April 6, 1942. Sent to Ft. Riley, Kansas, for basic 
training, he later attended the Gunnery School at 
Camp Hood, Texas, and was assigned to he 704th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion. Arriving in England in 
February 1944, Lieutenant Mankin participated in 
the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central Germany campaigns. He was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant on the battlefield in 
France on November 7, 1944. Overseas more than 
18 months, he is the holder of the Bronze Star 
Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster and the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation Badge. After serving four 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany 
he was returned to this country and placed on 
inactive duty October 12, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Nina Rose, have one son. 


16.—Cpl. Charles D. Alverson, son of Frank and 
Alice Alverson, was born at Jenny Lind, Arkansas, 
on September 39, 1919. He attended the Howard 
Hill Schools and entered military service on April 
24, 1941. After receiving basic training at Ft. Ord, 
California, he was assigned to Company G, 17th 
Infantry, and sent to the Aleutian Islands. Corporal 
Alverson was killed in action on Attu Island on 
May 25, 1948. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart and the Silver Star. His parents live 
in Greenwood, Arkansas. 


17.—Pvt. Frank C. Alverson, son of Frank and Alice 
Alverson, was born on November 25, 1905, at Jenny 
Lind, Arkansas. He attended schools at Howard 
Hill, Sebastain County, Arkansas, and entered the 
Army on May 11, 1942. Private Alverson was sent 
to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi, for basic training, after which he was 
assigned to the Ordnance Branch and served there 
for the remainder of his Army service. He received 
Marksmanship Medal and was honorably discharged 
on January 12, 1944, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


18.—Warrant Officer Loren Webster Merrywell, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Merrywell of Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, was born February 14, 1910. He attended 
Fort Smith Public Schools and is a graduate of Fort 
Smith High School. He also attended University of 
Arkansas. Warrant Officer Merrywell entered the 






y in 1940. He and his wife, Pauline, have one 
child. No further information was furnished regard- 
ae the service record of Warrant Officer Merry- 
well. — ‘ 


19.—Set. Billie F. Wilkerson is the son of Mrs. 
Thursa Wilkerson of Greenwood, Arkansas, where 
he was born on August 12, 1921. He attended the 
Greenwood Public Schools and was a sales clerk 
until entering the Army on September 8, 1942. He 
served his Medical Corps basic training at Camp 
Maxey, Texas, and then was sent to the Medical 
Technician’s School. Sergeant Wilkerson became a 
laboratory technician and in December 1944, was 
sent to the European theater with his unit, the 235th 
General Hospital. Overseas 16 months, he par- 
ticipated in the Rhineland campaign and won the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
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1.—S/Sgt. Herbert Lee Gleason is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ves Gleason of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on November 21, 1923. He at- 
tended Greenwood High School and was a coal miner 
until entering the Army in May 1948. Sergeant 
Gleason served his Infantry basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, and then was sent to the Pacific 
area in December 1943. Overseas two years, he 
served with the 85th “Pioneer” Infantry throughout 
the New Guinea and Philippines campaigns and also 
saw service in New Caledonia. Wounded three times, 
he is the holder of the Purple Heart, Bronze Star 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on December 10, 1945, after four months in Japan. 
His wife is Jim Ann Gleason. 


2.—Sgt. Marshall Sylvester Gleason is the son of 
Sylvester and Gertrude Gleason of Greenwood, Ark- 
ansas, Route 2. Born at Greenwood, he attended 
the Hackett Grade and High Schools and was en- 
gaged in coal mining until entering military service 
on June 18, 1942. He received basic training at 
Camp Rucker, Alabama, and was assigned to the 
81st Infantry Division. In July 1944, he was sent 
to Hawaii and later took part in the battle for the 
Palau Islands and in the fighting in the Philippines. 
Overseas 23 months, he was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon. After three months with the 
Army of Occupation of Japan, he was returned to 
this country and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 29, 1946. 


3.—Cpl. Harlan Scott Cross is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Curtis Cross of Huntington, Arkansas, where 
he was born on November 4, 1920. He entered mili- 
tary service on July 18, 1942, and was assigned to 
the Army Service Forces. Upon completion of his 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, Corporal 
Cross became a military policeman and was as- 
signed to the 801st Military Police Bn. In May 
1943, he was sent to the Pacific theater and saw 
action at New Guinea and on Luzon. Overseas more 
than 30 months, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, December 27, 1945. His wife is 
Reba Frances Cross. 


4.—Sgt. John Oliver Mayo is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. O. Mayo of Greenwood, Arkansas, where 
he was born on April 29, 1915. He finished his 
education at Greenwood High School, then engaged 
in the grocery and produce businesses until entering 
the Army on September 18, 1941. Upon completion 
of his Quartermaster basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, he was assigned to the Quartermaster 
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the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on March 24, 1946. 


20.—Pfe. Troy G. Wilkerson, son of Mrs. Thursa 
Wilkerson, was born at Greenwood, Arkansas, on 
January 13, 1919. He attended Greenwood High 
School and was employed as a warehouseman until 
entering the Army on November 13, 1942. Private 
Wilkerson received basic training at Camp Haan, 
California, and was attached to the Anti-aircraft 
Artillery as a driver. He received Marksmanship 
Medal August 10, 1943. Arriving in Scotland in 
November 1943, he saw 23 months of foreign service, 
serving in the Normandy, Northern France, Arden- 
nes, Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns. He 
was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on 
October 29, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
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Co. of the famous 7th Infantry Division and sailed 
for Attu in the Aleutian Islands in April 1943. Over- 
seas almost 30 months, Sergeant Mayo saw action 
not only in the Aleutians but in the hard-fought 
battles of Kwajalein, Leyte in the Philippines and 
Okinawa. Holder of the Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with two Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, 
American Defense Service Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 19, 1945. 


5.—Shipfitter 3/c James Morris Arp, son of James 
and Martha Arp, of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born 
at Artesian Wells, Texas, on January 10, 1914, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1918. After 
attending the Mansfield Public Schools, he engaged 
in farming and truck driving until entering the 
Navy on April 4, 1944. Completing boot training 
at San Diego, California, he was sent to the South 
Pacific area in June 1944, and served 16 months 
overseas. He participated in the Philippine cam- 
paign and other Pacific operations and earned the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Star, American 
Theater Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged on December 24, 1945, at Shoemaker, 
California. He and his wife, Velva Pearl, are the 
parents of two children. 


6.—T/5 Phillip Harrell Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Moore of Greenwood, Arkansas, was born in 
that city on September 1, 1919, and graduated from 
Greenwood High School. Employed as a grocery 
clerk and meat cutter, he entered the Army in No- 
vember 1942, and was sent to Camp Haan, California, 
for his Coast Artillery basic training. He later at- 
tended Supply School and became a supply clerk 
with the 413th Anti-aircraft Battalion. Arriving in 
England with this unit in November 1942, he re- 
mained overseas two years and took part in the 
Normandy, Southern France, Ardennes, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on No- 
vember 1, 1945. His wife is Lois N. Moore. 


7.—Pfe. Arlis Fay Spicer is the son of Mrs. M. M. 
Spicer of Scranton, Arkansas, where he was born 
on January 18, 1912. He served his basic training 
at Camp Kohler, California, and in January 1944, 
was sent to France. Private Spicer spent more than 
18 months on foreign duty and saw action in two 
of the hard-fought campaigns in Europe. He was 
returned to this country in July 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Gordon Johnston, 
Florida, on October 10, 1945. His wife is Inis Spicer. 


8.—T/4 Athan Ivon Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ervin Smith, was born August 7, 1918, at Greenwood, 
Arkansas. After finishing school, he was engaged 
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in coal mining. Entering the Army Signal Corps 
November 12, 1942, he received basic training at 
Sacramento, California, qualifying for automotive 
mechanic. Attached to 34th Signal Bn., he departed 
from the United States February 11, 1944, for the 
European theater, later being sent to the Asiatic. 
Pacific. He participated in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European 
campaigns, and was awarded World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with one Silver Star, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. Re- 
turning to the United States November 27, 1945, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, De- 
cember 28, 1945. He lives in Greenwood with his 
wife, Loma. 


9.—Jesse Wayne Anthony, son of Mrs. Lottie An- 
thony of Mansfield, Arkansas. (No details fur- 
nished). 


10.—Seaman 1/c Ben N. McKinney is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. O. K. Overton of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on January 19, 1923. After com. 
pleting his education at Greenwood High School 
he was engaged in carpentry and woodwork until 
entering the Navy on January 12, 1943. He served 
his training period at Great Lakes, Illinois, and in 
November 1943, was sent to the Ellice Islands in 
the Pacific. Returning to this country he made a 
second tour of overseas duty from April 1945, until 
November 1945. He is a veteran of almost three 
years of naval service and has served a total of 13 
months on foreign duty. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Nashville, Tennessee, on December 8, 
1945. He and his wife, Betty Lorene, have one child. 


11.—Pfe. Velmar Lee Cottingham is the son of 
Charles Andrew Cottingham of Greenwood, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born on August 23, 1905. He 
attended the Miltown public school and was a 
farmer and stockman until entering military service 
on November 23, 1942. Upon completion of basic 
training at Drew Field, Florida, he became a tele- 
phone and telegraph lineman and served in Signal 
Corps units attached to the 9th Air Force. Arriving 
in the European Theater of Operations in December 
1943, he remained overseas for almost two years, 
and served during the fighting in the invasion of 
France, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Europe. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Silver Star, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and the Army of Occupa- 
tion Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, November 21, 1945. His wife is 
the former Rose McHargue. 


12.—T/5 Charles Lingurn Overton, son of Mrs. 
Artonna Redwine Overton and the late Mr. Overton, 
was born October 24, 1924, in Adair, Oklahoma, 
moving to Arkansas in August 1925. He attended 
Central Rural School, Barling, Arkansas; Green- 
wood School, and Harrison, Arkansas, School, after- 
wards being employed in a grist mill and engaged 
in farming. Entering the Infantry July 7, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
qualified as infantry machine gun marksman and 
rifle sharpshooter. Attached to the 43rd Winged 
Victory Division, 8th Army, he departed December 
9, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations and remained overseas for two years, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of New Guinea and Luzon. 
He was awarded 169th Infantry Unit Citation, Com- 
bat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with two Stars. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to his home in Greenwood, Arkansas. 


13.—Hospital Aide Edwin Earle Overton, son of 
Ortonna Redwine Overton and the late Mr. Overton, 
was born June 26, 1927, near Barling, Arkansas. 
He attended Harrison School and graduated from 
Greenwood High School, afterwards being employed 
as driver of transfer truck, grocery store clerk, and 
grist mill employee. Entering the Navy May 11, 
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1945, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and specialized in hospital training. Ac- 
cording to last report received, he was still in service 
at Treasure Island, California, and has been notified 
he will be discharged in November, 1946. 


14._Ship’s Cook 3/c Roy Lee Stroud, son of Dollie 
and Voyed Stroud, was born December 19, 1925, in 
Huntington, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood High 
School. Entering the Navy February 24, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying as 
cook. He served for more than two years in the 
United States and making trips across the South 
Pacific, and was honorably discharged June 6, 1946, 
at Astoria, Oregon. He lives in Greenwood, Arkansas. 


15.—Sgt. Eugene Stroud, 
Stroud, was born October 6, 1922, in Huntington; 
Arkansas. He attended Greenwood High School, 
afterwards being employed as aircraftsman. Enter- 
ing the Air Corps and Infantry February 1, 1944, 
he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Teaxs, 
qualifying as supply sergeant and receiving Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge. Sergeant Stroud served for a 
year in the United States before departing March 
15, 1945, for Germany. Overseas for more than a 
year, he participated in the campaign of Central 
Europe and spent 12 months with the Army of 
Occupation. After being honorably discharged May 
20, 1946, at Ft. Dix, New Jersey, he returned to 
Greenwood, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Frances. 


16.—T/3 Dale F. Williamson is the son of J. B. and 
Nellie Jane Williamson of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on May 10, 1912. Educated in 
the Greenwood Consolidated Schools, he entered 
military service at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, on 
May 12, 1942, and was sent to Camp Barkeley, 
Texas, to serve basic training. Assigned to the 
Medical Corps, he attended the Drivers’ School at 
Camp Barkeley and the Mechanical School at Camp 
Ellis, Illinois, and later became a surgical technician. 
As a member of the 227th General Hospital Unit, 
he has seen service outside the United States in the 
American theater and also has served in the Euro- 
pean Theater of Operations throughout the Rhine- 
land campaign. Overseas almost 31 months, Sergeant 
Williamson is the holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, November 30, 1945. 


son of Dollie and Voyed 


17.—Cp]. Henry Russell Heydenreich, son of Fred 
and Lona Heydenreich of Hackett, Arkansas, was 
born October 29, 1916, at Red Rock, Arkansas. He 
was educated in the Hackett schools and entered 
military service on May 13, 1942. Sent to Camp 
Barkeley, Texas, to serve basic training, he later 
attended Mechanical School at Ft. Riley, Kansas, 
and became an automotive mechanic Corporal Hey- 
denreich served three years in this country with 
the Headquarters and Service Troop, 115th Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Sqdn. (mechanized), and was then 
sent to the Pacific theater in June, 1945. Overseas 
more than six months, he is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, January 2, 
1946. He and his wife, Margie, have two children, 
Evelyn and Russell Jr. 


18.—Fire Controlman 3/c James Carroll Hogue, son 
of Luther Moore and Nellie May Hogue of Mans- 
field, Arkansas, was born at Hartford, Arkansas, 
January 4, 1925. He completed his education at 
Mansfield High School and was a box maker until 
entering the Navy on December 10, 1943. Upon the 
completion of boot training at San Diego, California, 
he attended the Fire Control School at San Diego 
and specialized in Ordnance repair work. In June 
1944, he was sent to the New Hebrides Islands in 
the South Pacific theater and remained overseas for 
18 months. He is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 


Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was returned to the United 
States and was honorably discharged at Shelton, 
Virginia, April 20, 1946. His wife is the former 
Betty Jo McNatt. 


19.—S/Sgt. Sam P. Caperton is the son of Mrs. 
Anna Caperton of Fort Smith here he was born on 
August 22, 1923. He was educated in the Fort Smith 
High School and was employed as a carpenter by 
the A. Farnell Blair Construction Company until 
entering military service on May 11, 1943. After 
serving basic training at Camp Abbott, Oregon, he 
was sent to Mechanic’s School and became a supply 
sergeant. In November 1943, Sergeant Caperton was 
sent to the China-Burma-India theater and remained 
overseas for more than two years. He served in 
the units participating in the India-Burma_ and 
Central Burma campaigns and was awarded the 
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1.—Apprentice Seaman Phillipp Nolen Buford, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Buford, was born August 28, 
1925, in Mansfield, Arkansas. He attended Mans- 
field High School and the University of Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy December 9, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and attended 
training school at California Institute of Technology. 
According to last report received, he was still in 
service. His home is in Mansfield. 


2—2nd Lt. Charlie Elwin Dillahunty, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. M. Dillahunty, was born October 3, 1916, 
in Auburn, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith 
Junior and Senior High Schools, afterwards being 
engaged as a civilian flight instructor for two years 
in Army primary flying school, before entering 
service. Entering the Air Corps August 7, 1943, 
he received basic training at Randolph Field, Texas, 
and Nashville, Tennessee, qualifying as pilot (four- 
engine), pistol marksman, and carbine sharpshooter. 
He also attended Twin-engine Transition School at 
Randolph Field and entered active duty as a service 
pilot after completing Officer Training School at 
Nashville, Tennessee. After being stationed at the 
1st Officers’ Training Unit, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
for one year as an advanced instrument instructor, 
Lieutenant Dillahunty was sent overseas on May 1, 
1945. He attended C-54 Transition School at Mar- 
rakech, French Morocco; flew as first pilot on C-54 
from Casablanca to Natal, Brazil, on the “Green 
Project;” and made several Atlantic Ocean crossings 
and trips into Egypt. Returning to the United States, 
he was honorably discharged December 25, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee. He lives in Fort Smith with his 
wife, Frances Elizabeth, and their children. 


3.—Seaman 1/c Horace H. Holley, son of Mrs. Esther 
Holley, was born September 22, 1923, in Mansfield, 
Arkansas. He attended Mansfield High School, 
afterwards being employed as sales clerk. Entering 
the Navy April 4, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Radio School, 
qualifying as radioman. After serving for a year 
in the United States, Seaman Holley served for a 
year and two months in the Pacific Ocean area and 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged June 5, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
returned to his home in Huntington, Arkansas. 


4.—Pfe. Howard Ray Holley, son of Esther and 
Ray W. Holley, was born September 238, 1921, in 
Dayton, Arkansas. He attended Huntington Grade 
School, afterwards being engaged in farming. Enter- 
ing the Infantry November 238, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Maxie, Texas, and qualified 
as marksman. Private Holley served for 22 months 
in the United States with the 406th Infantry before 
departing September 12, 1944, for France. Overseas 
for two months, he was killed in action November 
23, 1944. He was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart and Infantry Badge. Private Holley is sur- 
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Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
Fiead BaP Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on Decem- 
er 8, ; 


20.—Seaman 1/c John Henry Caperton is the son 
of Mrs. Anna Caperton of 3016 Grand Avenue, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. Born in that city on April 20, 
1925, he completed his education at Fort Smith 
High School and entered the Navy on August 16, 
1943. Seaman Caperton served basic training at 
San Diego, California, and in March 1943, was sent 
to Oahu, Hawaii. He was overseas 19 months and 
served in both Hawaii and the Island of Guam. A 
veteran of more than two years of Naval service, 
he was honorably discharged on December 7, 1945, 


at the Naval Personnel Separation Center at Mem- 


phis, Tennessee. 
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vived by his parents, who live in Huntington, 
Arkansas. 


5.—Pfc. Chester C. Condry, son of Nellie and Cheve 
Condry, was born August 12, 1925, in Mansfield, 
Arkansas. Entering the Infantry September 1, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida. 
Private Condry departed August 24, 1944, for two 
years and eight months of overseas duty, and he 
participated in three battles and one campaign, 
being wounded in action. He received the Purple 
Heart and was honorably discharged May 4, 1946, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He lives in Mans- 
field, Arkansas. 


6.—Seaman Paul J. Condry, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Condry of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born May 
3, 1921. He attended Mansfield Public Schools and 
volunteered for the Navy September 1942. No fur- 
ther details were furnished regarding the service 
record of Seaman Condry. 


7.—Pfc. Victor V. Graves, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Graves of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born on May 
29, 1910 at Abbott, Arkansas. Upon completing his 
education he was employed as a trucking salesman 
for the Magnolia Petroleum Company for eight 
years. Entering military service on April 7, 1944, 
he served basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, and 
arrived in France in January 1945, where he was 
assigned to the 71st Infantry Division. Private 
Graves served with this unit throughout the Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. He also holds the Sharpshooter and 
Driver’s Award. Atter serving nine months overseas 
and four months with the Army of Occupation of 
Germany, he was honorably discharged October 31, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
wife, the former Ina Aline Summers, are the parents 
of three children. 


8.—Ist Lt. James E. Dowdy is the son of Daisy M. 
Dowdy of Mansfield, Arkansas, where he was born 
on December 14, 1919. He attended Mansfield High 
School and enlisted in the Army on July 25, 1940. 
After completing basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
he received liaison pilot training at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa, and became an artillery liaison pilot. Ar- 
riving in the South Pacific theater in March, 1944, he 
took part in the Marianas Islands, Philippines, 
Okinawa and Ryukyus campaigns as a member of 
the famous 1st Cavalry Division and the 77th In- 
fantry Division. Overseas a total of 20 months, 
Lieutenant Dowdy holds the Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters. He spent six weeks with the 
Army of Occupation and was placed on inactive duty 
on December 5, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


9.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Kenneth W. Ratliff is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. William Harrison Ratliff of 
Greenwood, Arkansas, where he was born on July 
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20, 1924. He attended Greenwood High School and 
was employed by the Quality Coal Company at 
Greenwood until entering the service on June 12; 
1943. He was sent to San Diego, California ,for 
boot training «nd in September 1943, was sent to 
the South Pacific area. Overseas 33 months, he 
saw action at New Guinea, the Admiralty Islands, 
the Philippines and in the attacks on Japan. Holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he saw 
service with the Occupation Force in Japan and 
was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, 
February 22, 1946. 


10.—Cpl. John H. Peters, Jr., son of Edna and John 
H. Peters, Sr., was born September 14, 1922, in 
Lonoke, Arkansas. He attended Lonoke High School. 
Entering the Army January 21, 19438, he received 
basic training at Camp Haan, California, and served 
for a year and eight months in the United States 
with the 548th A.A.A. Battalion. Departing Septem- 
ber 22, 1944, for the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, he participated in the campaigns of Rhineland 
and Central Europe. According to last report re- 
ceived he was still in service. His wife, Bobbie, and 
their two children, live in Huntington, Arkansas. 


11.—T/Sgt. Ira F. Riley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alice 
Riley of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born at Mansfield 
on January 10, 1904. He was educated in the Shilo 
schools and enlisted in the Regular Army at Fort 
Lewis, Washington on July 3, 1925. He completed 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and_be- 
came a communications chief with the 10th Field 
Artillery at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. In November 1939, 
he was sent to Hawaii and served in the South 
Pacific theater for four years and two months. He 
was assigned to the 25th Division when it was 
formed in Hawaii in 1941 and served with that unit 
throughout the Guadalcanal and New Georgia cam- 
paigns. His division later won undying fame in the 
hard Pacific fighting of the Philippines. Holder of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon with the 
Bronze Star for service overseas before Pearl Harbor 
and the Victory Ribbon, Sergeant Riley was returned 
to the United States and was retired from the 
service at Bushnell General Hospital, Brigham City, 
Utah, because of disabilities incurred in line of duty. 
He had served for more than 20 years. 


12.—Pfe. Dean Arnon Johnson, son of Max and 
Laura Johnson of Fort Smith, was born on January 
27, 1920, at Burnville, Arkansas. He completed his 
education at Burnville and Jenny Lind schools and 
entered military service on October 23, 1941. Sent 
to Camp Wolters, Texas, for basic training, he be- 
came an automatic rifleman and arrived with his 
unit, the 27th Infantry Division, in the South Pacific 
area in March 1942. He served in Hawaii and then 
in the Gilbert and Marshall Islands. Private John- 
son was killed in action by a Japanese sniper during 
the taking of Eniwetok on February 19, 1944. This 
brave soldier had been overseas more than two years 
at the time of his death and was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart. 


13.—Cpl. Honree Lee Johnson, son of Max and 
Laura Johnson of Fort Smith was born on July 23, 
1912, at Burnville, Arkansas. He attended the Burn- 
ville and Greenwood schools and was engaged in 
farming until entering military service on June 4, 
1942. Sent to Camp Rucker, Alabama, for basic 
training, he became a truckmaster and, after two 
years in this country, arrived in he South Pacific 
area in July 1944. He served in Hawaii and on 
Ulithi, Palau and Leyte Islands during his 18 months 
of foreign duty. After serving two months with the 
Army of Occupation of Japan he was returned to 
this country and was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He 
and his wife, Marcell, have one child. 


14.—Torpedoman 1/c Paul Harper was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs, George Harper of Mansfield, Arkansas, 
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where he was born on February 3, 1924. He a 
tended Mansfield High School and Arkansas Poly- 
technic College at Russellville before entering the 
Navy Air Corps on August 18, 1942. He received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and was 
trained at Athens, Georgia. He was transferred 
to submarine duty and received training at New 
London, Connecticut. Later given sea duty he was 
stationed on the U.S.S. Herring. In September 1943, 
he sailed with this ship to the Southwest Pacific 
theater and was serving aboard the Herring when it 
was lost in the China Sea in July 1944. This brave 
seaman has been reported as killed in action while 
faithfully serving his country. : 


15.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Daniel Ringsmuth Harper 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Roy Harper of 
Mansfield, Arkansas, where he was born on April © 
23, 1925. He attended Mansfield High School and 
was a clerk at Barnes & Co. until entering the Navy 
on July 17, 1948. He completed his boot training 
at San Diego, California, and was sent to the Pacific 
theater in October 1948. Mate Harper served a 
total of two years of overseas duty in two tours of 
foreign service and took part in the fighting of the 
Philippines invasions and in the Admiralty Islands. 
He was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation 
Medal and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged 
at Millington, Tennessee, February 4, 1946. 


16.—Cpl. Arvell D. Clopton, son of William and 
Raphael B. Clopton, was born February 27, 1924, 
at Huntington, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Mansfield High School. Entering the 
Infantry May 19, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying for truck 
driver (heavy truck). After serving seven months 
with Training Bn., he departed from the United 
States January 4, 1944, for New Zealand and par- 
ticipated in the battles on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
Corporal Clopton received Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon. After serving three months with 
the Army of Occupation in Japan, he returned to 
the United States January 16, 1946, and was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 24, 1946. 
He lives in Huntington. 


17.—Pfe. Troy W. Martin, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. T. 
Martin of Muldrow, Oklahoma, was born at Morril- 
ton, Arkansas, on March 4, 1919. He attended Albert 
Pike School and was employed as-a truck driver and 
maintenance man until entering military service on 
July 13, 1942. After receiving basic training at 
Camp Roberts, Ceifornia, he served nearly two 
and a half years at the Mt. Rainer Ordnance Depot 
at Tacoma, Washington, and then arrived overseas 
in the European theater in November 1944. Overseas 
a total of 13 months, he took part in the Rhineland 
campaign and was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and Rifle Marksmanship 
Badge. He was honorably discharged on January 
15, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and 
his wife, Mary E. Martin, have one child. 


18.—Pfc. Leon Pettigrew, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur Pettigrew, was born September 15, 1928, in 
Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris Public Schools, 
after which he was engaged as a mechanic and 
miner. Entering the Army May 25, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California. Private 
Pettigrew served overseas in the campaigns of Guam, 
Leyte, and Formosa, being wounded in action and 
receiving the Good Conduct Medal, three Battle 
Stars, and Overseas Ribbons. After being honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, February 28, 
1946, he reenlisted for three more years. His wife, 
Eva Jean, and their son, live in Hackett, Arkansas. 


19.—Pfe. Clifton Wayne McConnell, son of Faye and 
Willie Oma McConnell, Jr., was born October 17, 
1926, in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Green- 
wood High School, afterwards being employed in 
a machine shop. Entering the Army February 22, 













1945, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, 
Texas, and attended service school at Ft. Knox, 
Kentucky, qualifying as marksman with rifle, 
bayonet, and machine gun and receiving Expert 
Infantryman’s Badge. He served for two years in 
the United States as squad leader and platoon guide 
and was stationed at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and 
Camp Adair, Oregon. Private McConnell departed 
September 9, 1945, for Okinawa, and remained over- 
seas for three months, returning to Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and Camp Polk, Louisiana. After spend- 
ing time with the Army of Occupation, he is sched- 
uled to be honorably discharged December 23, 1946, 
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. His home is in Green- 
wood, Arkansas. 
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1.—lIst Lt. Raiph Warren White, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude White, (deceased), was born July 21, 
1914, at Ault, Colorado, moving to Arkansas in 
1916. He received his education by attending Fort 
Smith High School, after which he was employed 
as an insurance salesman. A member of the Na- 
tional Guard since September 17, 1940, he entered 
the Army Infantry, Tank Destroyer Det., in Janu- 
ary, 1941. He received basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, and attended Mechanics’ and Cooking 
Schools and Officer Candidate School at Camp Hood, 
Texas, qualifying for S-4 and mess officer. At- 
tached to 76th Infantry Division, he departed No- 
vember 31, 1944, for England, and participated in 
the Battle of the Bulge and battle of Sure River 
in Luxembourg, where he was wounded in action. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart and, after serving 
five months with the Army of Occupation, was 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Decem- 
ber 21, 1945. He lives in Greenwood, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Alice. 


2.—Cpl. John D. Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Jones, was born February 6, 1926, in Greenwood, 
Arkansas He attended Fort Smith Senior High 
School, afterwards being engaged as a chemical 
operator. Entering the Army Air Force May 10, 
1944, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, specializing as fabric and dope mechanic, 
carbine sharpshooter, and pistol marksman. After 
serving for nine months in the United States with 
the 801st Air Depot Group, Corporal Jones departed 
February 26, 1945, for Kunming, China, and re- 
mained overseas for 10 months. He was injured in 
line of duty and at last report received was still in 
the service. His wife, Mary, lives in South Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. 


3.—T/5 Harold Lee Burns, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. 
Burns of Fort Smith was born on November 7, 1914, 
at Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and moved to Arkansas 
in 1936. He is a graduate of Okmulgee High School 
and attended Junior College. Employed by the 
Harding Glass Company, he entered military service 
on April 8, 1944, and was sent to Ft. Knox, Ken- 
tucky, for basic training. He later attended the 
Wheeled Vehicle School at Ft. Knox, and was as- 
signed to the 777th Tank Battalion, arriving in the 
European theater in December 1944. Overseas nearly 
seven months, he took part in the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon. Corporal Burns also holds the 
Expert Medal for the rifle and sub-machine gun 
and the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the carbine and 
machine gun. He was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 4, 1945, at Camp San Luis Obispo, California. 
He and his wife, Irene, have two children. 


4.—T/Sgt. Bill Dean Alverson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pat Alverson, was born December 21, 1923, at Bar- 
ling, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Howard Hill Grade School, Jenny Lind 
Junior High, and Greenwood High School. Entering 
the Infantry June 12, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Wolters, Texas, qualifying for platoon 
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20.—Sgt. Charley Roffine, son of Mrs. Joe Roffine 
of Greenwood, Arkansas, was born at Excelsior, 
Arkansas. Entering military service on June 11, 
1943, he served basic training at Camp Callan, 
California, and later was sent to Machine Gun 


School, where he became a rocket launcher instruc- 
tor. Sergeant Roffine is a veteran of almost three 
years of military service. He served with the Head- 
quarters Battery of the 533rd Rocket Field Ar- 
tillery Bn., and was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and World War II 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on 
January 30, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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sergeant. After five months’ training he was sent 
to New Caledonia December 8, 1943, attached to 
43rd Infantry Division. Sergeant Alverson par- 
ticipated in Luzon, Philippine Islands, and New 
Guinea campaigns and was awarded the Bronze Star, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star. After serving five months with the 
Army of Occupation, he returned to the States 
January 27, 1946, and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, February 5, 1946. 


5.—Set. James Edward Alverson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pat Alverson, was born May 6, 1922, at Barling, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Howard Hill Grade School, Jenny Lind Junior High 
School, and Greenwood High School. After com- 
pleting high school he entered the Ordnance Air 
Force September 14, 1942, receiving basic training 
at San Anita, California, and later attending Hola- 
bird Ordnance Depot School, Baltimore, Maryland, 
and Navy Training Station, Newport, qualifying 
for automotive parts clerk. Departing from the 
United States December 6, 19438, for the European 
theater, he served in England, France Holland, 
Belgium, and Germany, participating in the cam- 
paigns of Northern France and Central Germany. 
Sergeant Alverson received Sharpshooter’s and Ma- 
chine Gun Marksman Medals in 19438. He was 
awarded the European Theater of Operations and 
American Theater Ribbons, Unit Service Plaque, 
and Good Conduct Ribbon. After serving three 
months with the Army of Occupation, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, January 2, 
1946. 


6.—Pfe. Ollie Thomas Dill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Thomas Dill, was born June 25, 1912, at 
Huntington, Arkansas. He attended Mansfield 
School, after which he was engaged as a farmer 
and copper miner. Entering the Army August 17, 
1943, he received basic training at Camp Gruber, 
Oklahoma. He was injured during training and was 
hospitalized at McKinney, Texas, until March 17, 
1945. He was then assigned to Army Service Forces 
at Camp Howze, Texas, and was honorably dis- 
charged March 6, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He lives in Huntington with his- wife, Alta Marie, 
and their child. 


7.—T/4 Harold W. Plunkett is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. H. Plunkett of Greenwood, Arkansas, where 
he was born on March 31, 1921. He completed his 
education at Greenwood High School and entered 
military service on June 18, 1942. After receiving 
his basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he 
attended the Midwest Motive Trades Institute and 
became a cook. Arriving in North Africa in No- 
vember, 1942, he saw action in the Morocco, Tunisia, 
Rome-Arno, Naples-Foggia, Southern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas a total 
of 35 months, he served with the Infantry and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with six 
Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He also 
holds the Marksmanship Medal for the rifle. He 
was honorably discharged on October 5, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His wife is Effice Nell. 
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8.—T/4 Odis Peoples, Jr., son of Ruth and Odis 
Clayton Peoples, Sr., was born August 24, 1923, in 
Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood High 
School, afterwards being engaged in trucking and 
farming. Entering the Infantry Replacement Feb- 
ruary 22, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, specializing in truck driving. 
Departing in July 1945, for Manila, he served with 
the Army of Occupation in the Philippines and at 
last report received was still in the service. His 
wife, Betty Ray, and their two children live in 
Greenwood. 


9.—S/Segt. Jasper Morey Harper, son of Kenneth M. 
and Eunice M. Harvey, was born November 25, 1921, 
at Huntington, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Huntington Grade School, Mansfield 
High School, and John Brown University, Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Corps, 
Signal Section, June 17, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Warner Robins Field, Macon, Georgia, and 
later by attending service schools qualified for air- 
borne radio mechanic. After serving 21 months in 
the States, he departed March 15, for Guam. Ser- 
geant Harvey served more than 10 months in the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater, including four months with 
the Army of Occupation in Japan. He was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater, 
American Theater, and World War II Victory Rib- 
bons. Returning to the United States February 8, 
1946, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee 
February 18, 1946. 


10.—Segt. Foster C. Young, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James C. Young of Fort Smith, was born in that 
city on August 31, 1920. He attended the Parker 
and Rena schools and was employed by the Mitchell 
Spring factory until entering military service on 
July 18, 1942. He was sent to Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, for basic training and on the completion of 
his training was assigned to Co. C, 300th Engineers, 
and arrived overseas in January 1944, with his unit. 
This gallant soldier was reported as missing in 
action on June 19, 1944, and on February 27, 1945, 
was reported as killed in action on June 19, 1944. 
He had been overseas a total of six months at the 
time of his death. 


11.—Pvt. Wilford Edgar was the son of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Edgar of Marked Tree, Arkansas. 
Born on March 238, 1923, at Forrest City, Arkansas, 
he attended the Henderson and Boat-Run schools 
and was engaged in farming at the time he entered 
the Army on February 11, 1943. After completing 
basic training at Camp McCain, Mississippi, he was 
assigned to the Field Artillery of the 87th Infantry 


_ Division and served with that unit until he was sent 


overseas in July 1944. Arriving in Europe, he be- 
came a member of the 314th Infantry, 79th Division. 
On November 11, 1944, Private Edgar suffered 
severe wounds which caused his death on November 
15, 1944. He was the holder of the Good Conduct 
Medal, and was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart. 


12.._Seaman 1/c Claud W. Hannah, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Hannah, Jr., was born February 1, 1925, 
in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Greenwood 
Public Schools. Entering the Navy in November 
1942, he served for eight months in the United 
States and departed in July 1948, for Saipan, Oki- 
nawa, and Japan. Seaman Hannah participated in 
patrolling bases from Saipan and Okinawa to Japan 
and was off the coast of Japan on V-J Day. He 
served on the Macaw until it went down on a coral 
reef and was then ordered to the battleship Iowa, 
where he served during the battles of Saipan and 
Okinawa. After being overseas for more than two 
years, he was honorably discharged in January 
1946, and returned to his home in Greenwood, Ark- 


ansas. 


13.—Pfc. Curtis Albert Hannah, son of Albert and 
Thelma Hannah of Fort Smith, was born at Green- 
wood, Arkansas, on May 16, 1919. Educated in the 
Greenwood public schools, he entered the Marine 
Corps on May 10, 1944. He was sent to San Diego, 
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California, for his boot training, and later attended 
specialist’s schools there before he was sent to the 
Island of Guam in the South Pacific theater in 
November 1944. Overseas 11 months, he took part 
in patrols operating on Guam and in the Iwo Jima 
campaign. Wounded by shrapnel, he was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
Klamath Falls, Oregon, on December 29, 1945. He 
and his wife, Fannie Mae, have two children. 


14.—Coxswain Hoyt N. Hannah, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. W. Hannah of Fort Smith was born at Green- 
wood, Arkansas, May 138, 1920. He was educated 
in the Greenwood public schools and then served 
six months in CCC camps in Washington State be- 
fore enlisting in the Regular Navy on November 8, 
1938. He completed boot training at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, and was sent with his ship on a South Amer- 
ican cruise in 1939. He made one voyage to Pearl 
Harbor in 1940, and returned there early in 1941. 
Coxswain Hannah was at Pearl Harbor at the time 
of the Japanese attack on December 7, 1941. He 
served in the Solomon Islands and Savo Island cam- 
paign and was severely injured on November 13, 
1942. Brought to the Oakland Naval Hospital at 
Oakland, California, he died there on December 20, 
1942. Coxswain Hannah was a veteran of more 
than four years’ service in the Regular Navy and 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Presidential Unit Citation which was later given 
to his ship, the famous U.S.S. San Francisco. 


15.—T/4 Ray A. Hannah, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 
Hannah of Fort Smith was born on May 28, 1921, 
at Greenwood, Arkansas. After completing his edu- 
cation he served with the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and was employed as a grocery clerk and 
coal miner until entering the Army on July 13, 
1942. Sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, for basic 
Signal Corps training, he won the Marksmanship 
Medal and was sent to the South Pacific theater in 
December 1948. During his more than 23 months 
of overseas duty he served in the Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, New Guinea, Southern Philippines and Luzon 
campaigns. Sergeant Hannah was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged on December 
1, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is 
Loueamma Hannah. 


16.—Boatswain Mate 1/c Edward Bennet Ray, son 
of Eva F. and Milburn R. Ray of Fort Smith was 
born at Lavaca, Arkansas, on December 1, 1924. 
After completing his education at the Lavaca High 
School, he enlisted in the Navy on January 15, 1942, 
and was sent to San Diego, California, for boot 
training. Later sent to the Net and Boom School 
at San Pedro, California, he became a deep sea 
diver, one of the Navy’s most dangerous jobs. Sent 
to the South Pacific theater in February 1944, he 
remained overseas more than 20 months and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Silver Battle Star and the Victory Ribbon. He 
also holds the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the rifle 
and pistol. Mate Ray was honorably discharged on 
December 4, 1945, at Terminal Island, California. 
His wife is Doris Aileen. 


17.—Sgt. Reuben Wood Ray, son of Eva F. and 
Milburn R. Ray of Fort Smith, was born July 16, 
1921, at Lavaca, Arkansas. He completed his edu- 
cation at Lavaca High School and was employed by 
the Douglas Aircraft Corporation and Consolidated 
Shipyards, prior to entering the Army Air Corps 
on August 22, 1942. Sergeant Ray received basic 
training at the Blytheville Air Base, Blytheville, 
Arkansas, and several other posts in this country 
and became an aerial gunner. Arriving in the 
European theater in April 1944, he had served only 
one and a half months of foreign duty when he was 
killed in action over Germany on May 19, 1944. This 
brave soldier was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart. 


18.—Lt. (j. g.) Claude H. Terry, son of Sidney and 
Lillian Terry of Fort Smith, was born October 19, 
1919, at Marion, Indiana, and moved with his parents 
to Arkansas in 1921. He completed his education 


at Fort Smith High School and enlisted in the 
Regular Navy on June 14, 1937. He was honorably 
discharged October 22, 1940, and joined the Merchant 
Marine on August 1, 19438. Sent to New London, 
Connecticut, for boot training, he later attended 
Officer Training School and was commissioned in 
the Merchant Marine as an engineer. With a total 
of more than two years of foreign duty, Lieutenant 
Terry has served in both the European and South 
Pacific theaters. In the Pacific he served on Biak 
and in the New Guinea and Philippine Islands. Holder 
of the Merchant Marine Combat Bar, European War 
Zone Bar, Atlantic War Zone Bar and Pacific War 
Zone Bar, he was honorably discharged on July 2, 
1945, at San Francisco, California. He and his 
wife, Mae, have one child. 


19.—Electrician’s Mate 2/ce Robert Hugh Terry is 
the son of Lillian and Sidney Terry of Fort Smith, 
where he was born on April 25, 1924. After com- 
pleting his education at the Trusty and White Bluff 
schools, he was employed by the Blain Construction 
Company until entering the Navy on July 28, 1942. 
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1.—Pvyt. Raymond Emmet Spessard, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. C. Spessard of Charleston, Arkansas, was 
born March 30, 1918, at Kinta, Oklahoma. He at- 
tended the Charleston Public Schools, afterwards 
engaging in farming. Entering the Coast Artillery 
on October 6, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Callan, California, and after completing his 
training was assigned to the 14th Artillery Battery. 
Later he contracted rheumatic fever and was hos- 
pitalized for three and a half months, after which 
he received a C.D.D. discharge at Fort Warden, 
Washington, on June 2, 1943. 


2.—Set. James H. De Jarnatt, son of Ford and Mayme 
De Jarnatt, was born at Quitman, Arkansas, Novem- 
ber 7, 1919. He received his education by attending 
Quitman, Conway, and Harrison Publie Schools, 
after which he was employed as tractor operator. 
Enlisting in the Infantry September 24, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, 
qualifying for ammunition transport sergeant. After 
serving five months in the United States, he was 
sent to the Hawaiian Islands March 10, 1942, at- 
tached to Co. A, 61st Inf. Training Bn. He saw 
action in the campaigns of Eniwetok, Eastern Man- 
dates, Saipan, Ryukyus, and Okinawa and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Bronze Service Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
and American Defense Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, October 3, 1945, and 
lives in Fort Smith. 


3.—S/Sgt. Weyer John Sinsel, son of Mildred and 
Glen V. Sinsel, was born August 8, 1912, in Yakima, 
Washington, moving to Arkansas in 1919. He at- 
tended Fort Smith Grade and High School and 
Business College, afterwards being engaged as con- 
struction superintendent, lumber yard manager, and 
shipfitter foreman. Entering the Mechanized Cav- 
alry at Ft. Lewis, Washington, December 27, 1944, 
he received training at Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Training Corps Center, Ft. Riley, Kansas, qualifying 
as platoon sergeant of combat team, reconnaissance 
crewman, and expert with rifle, machine gun, and 
pistol. Sergeant Sinsel departed June 23, 1945, for 
the Philippines and participated in the Philippine 
liberation campaign and occupation of Japan. He 
was awarded American Theater Ribbon and Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon and, according to last report re- 
ceived, he was still serving with the Army of Oc- 
cupation in Japan. His wife, E. Mae, and their child, 
live in Greenwood, Arkansas. 


{.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/e Victor Leon Peters, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Turner Peters, was born March 
21, 1925, in Mulberry, Arkansas. He attended Mul- 
berry Public Schools and the School of the Ozarks 
at Point Lookout, Missouri, afterwards being em- 
ployed at Beckman’s Dairy in Fort Smith. Entering 
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He served boot training at San Die 
and arrived in Alaska in September 1 
more than 19 months, he served at Dut : 
and the Aleutian Islands and then returned to 
country in April 1944. He was 


His wife is Uldine Roberta Terry. 


20.—Pfc. William Omer Terry, son of Sidney and 
‘Lillian Terry of Fort Smith, was born on August 4, 
1917 at Marion, Indiana, and moved with his parents 
to Arkansas in 1921. Educated in the Fort Smith 
schools, he was employed by the Radiant Glass 
Company at Beaumont, Texas, before entering mili- 
tary service on December 1, 1941. He received his 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and was 
assigned to the 39th Field Artillery of the famous 
3rd Infantry Division. He arrived overseas in De- 
cember 1942, and served throughout the African 
campaign. This gallant soldier was then sent to 
Sicily and was killed in action near San Stefano, 
Sicily, on August 8, 1943, while valiantly performing 
his duty. ' 


90 


the Navy Seabees, he received boot training at 
Camp Perry, Williamsburg, Virginia, and attended 
Field Fortification School. He was awarded Marks- 
manship Medal. Mate Peters departed March 17, 
1944, for the South Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and nine months. 
He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 2, 1946, at Norman, Oklahoma, he 
returned to his home in Mulberry, Arkansas. 


5.—Radioman 3/c Billy G. De Jarnatt, son of Ford and 
Mayme De Jarnatt, was born December 7, 1925, at 
Quitman, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Quitman, Conway and Fort Smith Public 
Schools and entered the Navy on January 11, 1944. 
Receiving boot training at San Diego, and later 
attending Radio Service School, he specialized in 
communications. After serving nine months in the 
United States, he was sent to Pearl Harbor October 
15, 1944, and served at Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and 
the Philippines. He made two trips to the Japanese 
mainland and was at Tokyo when the final treaty 
terms were signed. Radioman Dejarnatt served 
over 15 months overseas and, according to last 
report received, was still in service. 


6.—T/5 Roy A. Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson 
Walker, was born August 10, 1913, at Huntington, 
Arkansas. He attended the 
Schools, after which he was employed in coal mines 
and as assistant manager of the post exchange at 
Camp Chaffee. Entering the Army military police, 
he received basic training at Ft. Custer, Michigan. 
After serving over eight months in the United 
States, he departed June 1, 1944, for New Guinea. 
He also served with Headquarters Company, Base 
X, in Manila, supervising civilian personnel in 
operating a commissary. He qualified for rifle 
Marksmanship Medal and for meritorious service in 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater was awarded World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon. Returning to the States 
January 25, 1946, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, February 1, 1946. He and his wife, 
Era, live in Greenwood, Arkansas, with their child. 


7.—Cpl. Henry P. Evans, son of Mrs. Flora Belle 
and Clifford Evans, was born January 20, 1922, at 
Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Jenny Lind High School, and entering the 
Anti-aircraft Artillery September 29, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Hulen, Texas. After 
serving 16 months in the United States, he was sent 
to New Guinea November 24, 1943, attached to 202nd 
A.A.A. Corporal Evans served in the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater for over two years, returning to the States 
January 20, 1946. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, January 28, 1946, returning to Jenny 
Lind, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy. 


honorably discharged 
on October 15, 1945, at Bremerton, Washington. 


Huntington Public: 
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8.—T/5 Alvin M. Spessard is the son of Carl and 
Lena Spessard of Charleston, Arkansas, where he 
was born on November 28, 1913. Educated at the 
Bollinger schools, he was employed at the Charleston 
Hardware Company before entering the Army on 
January 11, 19438. After serving basic training at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, he was sent to England in 
May 1943, and attached to the Headquarters Com- 
pany, Southern Base Section in England. Corporal 
Spessard spent a total of nearly 31 months on for- 
eign duty and holds the European Theater Ribbon 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged on December 26, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. 


9.—Storekeeper 2/c Ellen La Rue Bailey is the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Bailey of Greenwood, 
where she was born on November 25, 1922. She 
completed her education at Greenwood High School 
and Arkansas Technological College and was em- 
ployed as a stenographer until entering the Navy 
Waves on February 22, 1943. She served boot train- 
ing at the Naval Training Station, Bronx, New York, 
and then attended special schools at the Victoria 
Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts. After two years in 
the United States, she was sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands in June 1945, and served almost six months 
overseas. Holder of the American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory Rib- 
bon, she was honorably discharged on December 31, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


10.—T/5 Ben F. De Jarnatt, son of Ford and Mayme 
De Jarnatt, was born October 5, 1921, at Guy, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending Quit- 
man and Conway Public Schools, after which he was 
employed in engineering work. Entering the Army 
Signal Corps September 14, 1942, he received basic 
training, specializing in signal communication. 
Serving with the 435th Signal Construction Bn., he 
was sent to Cairo, Egypt, on December 20, 1942, 
and participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome, and North 
Apennines campaigns. He was awarded carbine 
Marksmanship Medal, June 14, 1945, and received 
the Good Conduct Medal, and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Crowder, Missouri, October 4, 
1945, returning to Fort Smith. 


11.—Set. Zollie Altes, son of Mr and Mrs. Earl Altes 
of Fort Smith was born on August 16, 1918, at Ada, 
Oklahoma, and moved to Arkansas with his parents 
in 1924. After completing his education in the Fort 
Smith schools, he was employed as a painter until 
entering the Army on April 7, 1942. Sent to Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, for basic training, he became a 
tank mechanic and was assigned to the 8th Armored 
Division. Arriving in England in November 1944, 
he saw action in the Rhineland, Ardennes and Central 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged on November 24, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, after almost 13 months of over- 
seas duty. He and his wife, Mary, have one child. 





12.—S/Sgt. Lee M. Whittaker, son of Louie and Amy 
Whittaker of Fort Smith, Arkansas, was born at 
Van Buren, Arkansas, on December 8, 1917. He 
completed his education at the University of Arkan- 
sas and was a civil engineer until entering military 
service on May 21, 1948. Assigned to the Air Force, 
he was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic 
training and later attended Armament and Aerial 
Gunnery School. Sergeant Whittaker became an 
aerial gunnery instructor and served the remainder 
of his three years of military service in that capacity. 
He was honorably discharged at Ft. Lewis, Washing- 
ton, February 22, 1946. His wife is June O. Whit- 
taker. 


13.—Capt. Louie A. Whittaker, Jr., is the son of 
Louie and Amy Whittaker of Fort Smith. Born at 
Van Buren, Arkansas, on November 30, 1913, he was 
educated at Van Buren High School and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas and completed his medical train- 
ing at the University of Arkansas Medical School. 
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Entering the Army Medical Corps on June 6, 1942, 
he received his military training at Schrivenham, 
England, where he was sent in August 1942. Over- 
seas 40 months, he served with the 83lst Engineer 
Aviation Battalion during the battle for Central 
Germany and also saw service in England. Captain 
Whittaker served six months with the Army of 
Occupation of Germany and was honorably released 
from active duty at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on | 
April 28, 1946. 


14.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Leonard Ernest 
Whittaker is the son of Louie and Amy Whittaker of 
Fort Smith, where he was born on August 29, 1920. 
He attended Fort Smith High School and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas and was employed by Black 
and Veach, architectural engineers. Entering the 
Coast Guard on December 12, 1942, he completed 
boot training at the Manhattan Beach Training 
Station and later attended Motor Machinist’s School 
at Groton, Connecticut. In October, 1943, he was 
given sea duty and has seen service in the North 
Atlantic and in the Pacific theaters. Overseas 28 
months, he took part in the invasions of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the European 
Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, December 6, 1945. 


15.—2nd Lt. Lawrence D. Whittaker, son of Louie 
and Amy Whittaker of Fort Smith was born at Van 
Buren, Arkansas, November 3, 1922. He attended 
Fort Smith High School and Fort Smith Junior 
College before entering the Army Air Corps on 
Decembr 1, 1942. Lieutenant Whittaker received 
his basic training at the Spartan School of Aeronau- 
tics and then completed flight training as a flying 
cadet. He was commissioned as a heavy bomber 
pilot and was sent to Italy in May 1944. This gal- 
lant flyer flew 27 missions against the enemy and 
was shot down and killed in action on July 2, 1944, 
over Budapest, Hungary. He was the holder of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He is survived by his 
widow, the former Helen Ruth Hopkins. 


16.—T/5 Willis Melvin Cheek is the son of Harrison 
and Bessie Cheek of Jenny Lind, Arkansas, where 
he was born on April 17, 1922. He completed his 
education at the Howard Hill School and was en- 
gaged in coal mining until entering the Army on 
September 29, 1942. After serving his basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was assigned to 
the Quartermaster Corps as a truck driver and was 
sent to Alaska in January, 19438, to work on the 
famous Alean Highway. He remained there for. 21 
months and then was returned to this country. Pri- 
vate Cheek was honorably discharged on December 
4, 1945, at Ft. George G. Meade, Maryland. 


17.—Pfc. Amos M. Cheek is the son of Harrison and 
Bessie Cheek of Jenny Lind, Arkansas, where he 
was born on September 6, 1917. After completing 
his education at the Jenny Lind and Howard Hill 
Schools he was employed as a truck driver and 
farmer until entering military service on August 
27, 1941. He was sent to Ft. Monmouth, New Jer- 
sey, for his Signal Corps basic training and became 
a mechanic and truck driver with the 280th Signal 
Pigeon Co. Arriving in England in August 1942, he 
remained overseas a total of more than 34 months 
and was returned to this country in September 1945. 
He was honorably discharged on October 12, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


18.—S/Set. Charles William Bailey is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. Bailey of Greenwood. Born 
in that city on June 28, 1920, he attended Greenwood 
High School and Arkansas Technological College 
and was employed as a salesclerk and aircraft 
riveter until entering the Army Air Corps on July 
13, 1942. Sent to St. Petersburg and Clearwater, 
Florida, for basic training, he then attended Radio 
Operator, Mechanic and Radar Mechanic Schools 
and was assigned to the 419th Night Fighter Sqdn. 
Arriving in the Pacific area in October 1943, he saw 





almost 26 months of foreign service and took part 
in the Northern Solomons, Bismarck Archipelago, 
New Guinea, Southern Philippines and Borneo air 
campaigns and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Silver Battle Star, the Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon with one Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon and Victory Ribbon, as 
well as the Sharpshooter’s Medal for the rifle. He 
was honorably discharged on January 14, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


19.—Yeoman 3/c Marion Thomas Hinesley, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Hinesley, was born December 
13, 1925, in Arkansas. He attended Huntington Pub- 
lic Schools, afterwards being employed as bookkeeper 
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1.—T/4 Rudolph Pete Smith is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pete Smith of Charleston, Arkansas, where 
he was born on January 2, 1916. He attended the 
Sacred Heart and Charleston schools and was em- 
ployed as a welder until entering military serivce on 
July 5, 1941. After completing basic training, at 
Camp Roberts, California, he was sent to the Pacific 
area in November 1941, and remained there until 
July 1944. He was sent overseas a second time in 
February 1945, and served in the European theater. 
With a total of almost 40 months of foreign service, 
he has participatd in the East Indies, New Guinea 
and Northern Solomons campaigns in the Pacific 
theater and the Northern France and Central Europe 
campaigns in the European theater. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon with one 
Star and the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, this veteran artilleryman was honor- 
ably discharged on October 10, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


2.—Cpl. James L. Garner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Julian 
Garner of Fort Smith was born at Detroit, Texas, 
on September 6, 1920, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in 1930. He was educatd at Cordell 
and Clinton, Oklahoma, and Antoine and Delight, 
Arkansas. Employed as a service station attendant, 
he entered the Army Air Corps on October 6, 1942, 
and was sent to Greenville, Texas, to serve basic 
training. He later attended Mechanic’s School and 
became expert in aircraft mechanics. In May 1944, 
he was snt to Africa and served nine months in that 
area. He was returned to the United States and was 
honorably discharged at Ft. Logan, Colorado, on 
March 14, 1945. His wife is Stacy Jane. 


3.—Coxswain John Paul House son of Lillie Eliza- 


beth and Claude B. House, was born October 10, 
1925, in Mulberry, Arkansas. He attended Van 
Buren, Arkansas, Schools, afterwards being em- 


ployed as a machinist. Entering the Navy January 
19, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended Amphibious Operating 
School at Coronado, California, qualifying as deck- 
hand. Coxswain House departed from the United 
States May 1, 1944, and remained overseas for two 
years. He participated in the battles of Saipan, 
Peleliu, Luzon, Okinawa, and Tinian and was 
awarded five Battle Stars. After being honorably 
discharged May 14, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he 
returned to his home in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


_—Gunner’s Mate 1/c William Edwin Smith is the 
a0 af Peter and Mary Smith of Charleston, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born on October 8, 1921. He 
attended Charleston High School and was engaged 
in farming until entering the Navy on September 
8 1942. He served boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, and then attended special schools at Dam 
Neck, Virginia, and Miami, Florida. In October 
1942, he was sent to the Pacific theater and re- 
mained for almost 30 months. Gunner Smith took 
part in the conquest of Okinawa and the Philippines 
and also saw service with the Occupation Forces in 
Japan. He was honorably discharged at Nashville, 
Tennessee, October 27, 1945. 
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for Southwest Electrical and Gas Company and as 
salesman. Enlisting in the Navy April 4, 1944, he 
received boot training in San Diego, California. After 
serving for more than two years, he was honorably 
discharged June 19, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
and returned to his home in Huntington, Arkansas. 


20.—Seaman Allen Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Smith, Route 1, Greenwood, Arkansas, was 
born December 19, 1912. He attended Howard Hill 
Public Schools. Seaman Smith volunteered for the 
Navy September 1942, and received boot training at 
San Diego, California. He then transferred to San 
Francisco, California, and left the States from there. 
No further details regarding his service record were 
furnished. 
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5.—Cpl. Leland D. Garner, son of Julian and Birdie 
Garner of Route 2, Fort Smith, was born at Detroit, 
Texas, March 12, 1922. He moved to Arkansas with 
his family in 1930, and completed his education in 
the Antoine and Delight schools. He had also at- 
tended schools at Cordell and Clinton, Oklahoma. 
Engaged in farming, he entered the Army Air Corps 
on October 6, 1942, and was sent to Greenville, 
Texas, for basic training. He later attended Radio 
School at Madison, Wisconsin, and became a mili- 
tary policeman. He holds the Expert’s Medals for 
the pistol, sub-machine gun and carbine. A veteran 
of more than three years of military service, Cor- 
poral Garner was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 3, 1945, at Santa Anna, California. He and 
his wife, Flossie Adell, have one child. 


6.—Cpl. Leonard Neal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dillard 
Neal of South Fort Smith and husband of Stella 
Marie Neal, was born on March 11, 1920, at Collins- 
ville, Oklahoma, and moved with his family to 
Arkansas in 1921. He completed his education at 
Cavanaugh High School and was employed by the 
Athletic Mining Company until entering the Army 
on July 18, 1942, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He 
was assigned to the military police and received 
his basic training at Camp Livingston, Louisiana. 
In May 1944, he volunteered for the Infantry and 
was sent overseas in October 1944, after serving 
at Camp Pickett, Virginia. He was attached to Co. 
E., 310th Infantry, and took part in the fighting 
in the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium. On December 
16, 1944, this gallant soldier was killed in action 
while taking part in the famous battle. He is buried 
in the Henri-Chapel Military Cemetery in Belgium. 
Corporal Neal was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart. He and his wife were the parents of four 
sons. 


7.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Ralph Paul Ruth, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed B. Ruth, was born at Massard, 
Arkansas, March 5, 1921. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Massard Public School, after 
which he was employed by the Ballman Furniture 
Co. and Athletic Mining and Smelting Co. Entering 
the Navy March 15, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, qualifying for carpenter, ship repair. 
After training in the United States, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor May 1, 1944. After serving on 
Midway Island and at Pearl Harbor, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, December 30, 1945. He 
and his wife, Opal Mary, live in Fort Smith with 
their child. 


8.—Cpl. Cornelius Raymond Smith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pete K. Smith, was born May 29, 1924, in 
Charleston, Arkansas. He entered the Infantry July 
5, 1944, and received basic training at Camp _Fan- 
nin, Texas. Attached to Co. D., 66th Bn., 14th Regt., 
he departed December 26, 1944, for the Philippine 
Islands and remained overseas for a year and a 
half. He participated in the campaigns of Leyte, 
Okinawa, and Korea, being awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, three 
Overseas Bars, and three Bronze Stars. He also 
spent nine months with the Army of Occupation. 





l 


9 


TE 


A 


4 


EAE. 


[ 924 ] 


>a 
pe 7 
nde 
: 
> 


According to last report received he was still in 
the service. His home is in Charleston, Arkansas. 


9.—T/5 Bill C. Caperton, son of Mrs. Vera Caperton 
of Greenwood, Arkansas, was born on August 21, 
1921, at Arkhoma, Oklahoma. Educated at Green- 
wood High School, he was employed by the Conti- 
nental Can Company until entering military service 
on October 14, 1942. After receiving basic training 
at Ft. Lewis, Washington, he became an infantry- 
man and in March 1943, volunteered for the danger- 
ous Ranger battalions. Assigned to the 2nd Ranger 
Bn., he was sent to England in November 1943, and 
took part in the invasion of France. Corporal Caper- 
ton was killed in action on June 6, 1944, D-Day, in 
the invasion of France. This gallant member of 
one of the Army’s most famous units was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart and a Citation 
for bravery in action. 


10.—S/Sgt. Warner G. Trout, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam O. Trout, was born in Delight, Arkansas. He 
attended Delight High School. Entering the In- 
fantry January 20, 19438, he received basic training 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and attended Service 
School at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, qualifying as motor 
sergeant and clerk general; expert with carbine, M-1 
rifle, and pistol; and sharpshooter with sub-machine 
gun and .50 caliber machine gun. Attached to the 
1850th S.U., Sergeant Trout served for more than 
two years in the United States and departed Oc- 
tober 9, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of 
Operations. He remained overseas for six months 
with the 40th Military Government Hq. and Hq. Co., 
spending four months with the Army of Occupation, 
and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged March 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, he returned to Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Norma. 


11.—T/Segt. William Aaron Brown, son of Jim and 
Mamie Lee Brown of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was 
born on June 18, 1923, at Chismville, Arkansas. 
After completing his education he was engaged 
in farming until entering the Marine Corps on De- 
cember 29, 1941. Sergeant Brown received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and also at- 
tended service specialist’s schools at Chicago, Illi- 
nois, and Jacksonville, Florida. Sent to the South 
Pacific theater in October 1942, he served on he 
Island of Espiritu Santos. Overseas a total of more 
than 18 months, he holds the Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion and is also qualified in the use of the rifle, 
pistol and bayonet. He was honorably discharged 
on January 13, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois. His 
wife is the former Donna June Roberts. 


12.—T/5 Hamilton C. Hughart is the son of Hamilton 
and Annie Marie Hughart of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on December 11, 1914. He at- 
ended Hamilon High School and was engaged in the 
cleaning business before entering military service 
on April 7, 1944. He was assigned to the Ordnance 
Department and served basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas. He later attended Rigging and 
Wrecking School and was assigned to duty with 
the 384th Ordnance Maintenance Company (tank), 
at Ft. Ord, California. A veteran of two years of 
military service, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on April 23, 1946. He and 
his wife, Willie Iolene, have two children. 


13.—BM 2/c Eldon James Hughart is the son of 
Hamilton and Annie Marie Hughart of Greenwood, 
Arkansas, where he was born on November 10, 1920. 
After completing his education at Greenwood High 
School he was employed in the cleaning and pressing 
business until entering the Navy Seabees on October 
18, 1942. He served boot training a Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and arrived in the South Pacific theater in 
March 1943. Overseas a total of almost 30 months, 
he participated in the Guadaleanal and Okinawa 
campaigns. After serving three months with the 
Army of Occupation of Japan, he returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged on January 
9, 1946, at Norman, Oklahoma. 
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14.—Pfe. Frank W. Hughart is the son of Hamilton 
and Annie Hughart of Greenwood, Arkansas. Born 
in that city on March 3, 1919, he attended the 
Greenwood High School and was engaged in farm- 
ing and filling station work until entering the Army 
on June 4, 1942. After completing basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, he was attached to the 612th 
Tank Destroyer Bn., and sent to the European thea- 
ter in June 1943. Overseas a total of nearly 30 
months, he took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
Campaigns and was awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation and the European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars. He also holds the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for the machine gun and the rifle. After 
four months with the Army of Occupation of Ger- 
many, Private Hughart returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged on October 30, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


15.—Cpl. Samuel H. Hughart is the son of Hamilton 
and Annie Marie Hughart of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on July 11, 1917. He was edu- 
cated at Greenwood High School and was engaged 
in the cleaning and pressing business until entering 
military service on May 13, 1942. After completing 
his basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, he was 
attached to the 188th Quartermaster Laundry and 
served as a laundry machine operator. Arriving in 
the European theater in May 1944, he served with 
his unit during the Normandy, Northern France and 
Rhineland campaigns. Overseas 18 months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars and the American Theater Ribbon. 
Corporal Hughart served three months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany and was then re- 
turned to this country. He was honorably discharged 
on November 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


16.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/ec Emil Samarzich is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Samarzich of Green- 
wood, Arkansas. Born there on January 29, 1921, 
he was educated at Greenwood High School and 
was connected with the Holesline Express Co. until 
entering the Navy on November 11, 1942. Afer 
completing his boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
he completed the Diesel course at the University of 
Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, and was assigned to 
duty aboard submarines serving in the Pacific thea- 
ter. Arriving in the South Pacific theater in April 
1943, he spent almost 32 months on duty with the 
submarines and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged on November 24, 1945. His 
wife is Lucille Samarzich. 


17.—Sgt. Steve Samarzich, Jr., is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Steve Samarzich, Sr., of Greenwood, Arkansas, 
where he was born on July 2, 1911. He attended 
Greenwood High School and was employed by the 
Trans-American Freight Company at the time he 
entered military service on April 28, 1943. He re- 
ceived his anti-aircraft basic training at Camp Ed- 
wards, Massachusetts, and as a member of the 549th 
Anti-aircraft Bn., was sent to the European theater 
in September 1944. His unit was attached to the 
87th Infantry Division and served throughout the 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 
Overseas a total of 15 months, Sergeant Samarzich 
was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on December 23, 
1945. He and his wife, Grace Ellen, have one son. 


18.—Pfce. James Ralph Allen, son of Carl and Annie 
Allen of Huntington, Arkansas, was born on Sep- 
tember 20, 1922, at Witcherville, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at Mansfield High School 
and was employed as a hospital attendant and car- 
penter until entering the Marine Corps on July 5, 
1942. Sent to San Diego, California, for boot train- 
ing, he later attended the Gunnery School and was 
given awards for marksmanship and proficiency as 
an infantryman. Arriving with his unit, Company A, 
1st Bn., 5th Marines, in the South Pacific theater in 
October 1948, he saw action in three battles of the 


South Pacific area. On September 15, 1944, this 
brave Marine was severely wounded and on Sep- 
tember 18, 1944, died of his wounds. He was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart and Presidential 
Unit Citation and was also the holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. 


19.—S/Sgt. Harry Quillman, son of George Quill-. 


man, was born July 10, 1919, in Greenwood, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Greenwood High School, after- 
wards being employed as a miner by the Quality 
Excelsior Coal Company. Entering the Army Sep- 
tember 15, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Blanding, Florida. Attached to the 20th Inf., 6th 
Div., 6th Army, 24th Corps, Sergeant Quillman 
departed February 9, 1945, for a year’s overseas 
service in the South Pacific. He participated in 
campaigns on Leyte and Luzon, being wounded in 
action twice and receiving the Good Conduct Medal, 
two Bronze Service Stars, and Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. After being honorably discharged 
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1.—Machinist’s Mate 1/ce Charles S. Robison, son of 
Mrs. Ruth Robinson of South Fort Smith, was born 
on April 16, 1921, at Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at the Jenny Lind schools 
and Greenwood High School and was a furniture 
factory worker until entering the Navy Seabees on 
October 23, 1942. Sent to Davisville, Rhode Island, 
for boot training, he later attended Anti-aircraft 
and Spare Parts Schools and was then sent to the 
Pacific theater in January, 1948. Overseas a total 
of more than two years, he saw action on Guadal- 
canal and in New Guinea and the Admiralty Islands. 
He was honorably discharged on October 10, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Marguerite 
Robison. 


2.—Pfe. Raymond R. Matzek was born on February 
8, 1967, at Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He completed his 
education in the Jenny Lind Schools and was em- 
ployed as a coal miner until entering military service 
on August 10, 1942. After serving basic training 
at Camp Bowie, Texas, he became a rifleman and 
arrived in the South Pacific theater in June 1944. 
Overseas 16 months, he served in the Palau Islands 
and on Leyte in the Philippines and was awarded 
one Arrowhead on his Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon. After serving one month with the Army of 
Occupation of Japan, he was returned to this coun- 
try and was honorably discharged on December 3, 
1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 


3.—1st Lt. Henry Bruns, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. H. 
Bruns, was born January 30, 1922, in Van Buren, 
Arkansas He attended Van Buren High School. 
Entering service with the Arkansas National Guard, 
Battery C, 142nd Field Artillery, he was called to 
active service January 6, 1941. He attended Field 
Artillery Officer Candidate School No. 37 and quali- 
fied as battery officer, Field Artillery. Lieutenant 
Bruns served for nearly two years in the United 
States and departed December 3, 19438, for Oran and 
Algiers, North Africa. Overseas for a year and 
eight months, he participated in campaigns of Rome- 


Arno, Northern Apennines, and Po Valley and spent | 


a month with the Army of Occupation at Bolzano, 
Italy. He was awarded European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and 
Air Medal with five Clusters. Lieutenant Bruns 
plans to make the Army his career. His home is in 
Van Buren, Arkansas. 


1.—Seaman 2/c Thomas Harold Cantrell was born 
at Mansfield, Arkansas, and attended the Mansfield 
Public Schools. He entered the Navy on November 
16, 1942, and was sent to San Diego, California, 
for boot training, and later to the Landing Craft 
School. In July, 1948, Seaman Cantrell was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific theater and remained over- 
seas in that area for more than 29 months. He took 
part in the fighting in the Solomon Islands, on 
3ougainville, Saipan, Tinian and Okinawa, as well 
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April 13, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to — 
Greenwood, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Geneva, and their daughter. ; 


20.—Cpl. Alvin James Quillman is the son of George 
and Velma Quillman of Greenwood, Arkansas, where 
he was born on January 8, 1922. He was educated 
in the Greenwood Public Schools and was employed 
in mining work until entering military service on 
October 31, 1942. He served basic raining at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, and was later trained in the 
Armored Force School at that camp. Arriving in 
Europe in September 1944, he served with units 
participating in the Southern France, Northern 
France and Central Europe campaigns and earned 
the Presidential Recognition Plaque, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. Overseas 
more than 11 months, he was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged on November 4, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is Vivien 
Allen Quillman. 
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as the Southern Caroline Islands and Kerma Reta. 
Holder of seven Battle Stars for his Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, he was scheduled to be discharged 
on June 7, 1946. 


5.—Pfe. Joe Francis Byrnes is the son of Dora Etta 
Faulkner of Mansfield, Arkansas, where he was 
born on October 38, 1922. After graduation from 
Mansfield High School, he attended Fort Smith 
Junior College and entered military service on Janu- 
ary 16, 1943, at Little Rock. He received his basic 
infantry training at Camp San Luis Obispo, Cali- 
fornia, and became a carpenter and supply clerk. 
Arriving in the European theater in May 1944, he 
served with his unit, Company K, 320th Infantry, 
35th Division, throughout the Normandy, Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns. Wounded in France, 
he was awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Service 
Plaque and the European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars. He also holds the Expert Infantry 
Badge and the Sharpshooter’s Medal. Overseas a 
total of more than 19 months, Private Byrnes was 
honorably discharged on December 29, 1945, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri. 


6.—T/3 William Otis Scarbrough is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Otis Scarbrough of Fort Smith, 
where he was born on November 19, 1922. He at- 
tended Fort Smith High School and was employed 
by the Ward Glider Plant until entering military 
service on January 9, 1943. After completing his 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, he 
became a draftsman and was sent to the European 
theater in June 1948. Overseas more than 30 months, 
he served with Engineer units and the Transporta- 
tion Corps during the Normandy, Northern France 
and Rhineland campaigns and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
Victory Ribbon. Sergeant Scarbrough was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on No- 
ee 15, 1945. He and his wife, Clara, have one 
child. 


7.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Patrick J. Walsh, son of 
Mrs. Grace Jordan Roller, was born March 28, 1914, 
in Atlanta, Georgia, later moving to Arkansas. He 
attended Fort Smith Central High School; Oklahoma 
City High School; Oklahoma A. & M. at Stillwater; 
Junior College at Monett, Missouri; and the Uni- 
versity of Missouri at Columbia. Entering the Navy 
April 5, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, and attended A.P.A. School in Seattle, 
Washington. He departed January 16, 1945, for the 
North Pacific and remained overseas 10 months, 
serving aboard the U.S.S. Rawlins, A.P.A. 226, in 
the North and South Pacific and making amphibious 
landings on Okinawa and Japan After being honor- 
ably discharged December 12, 1945, at Norman, Okla- 
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homa, he returned to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Mary Adele, and their two 
children. 


8.—S/Sgt. Harrison S. Paige, Jr., is the son of 
Myrtle and Harrison Paige of Fort Smith, where he 
was born. After attending Fort Smith schools he 
was employed by a dry cleaning concern until enter- 
ing the Army on March 21, 1942. Assigned to the 
90th Infantry Division Artillery, he served his basic 
training a Camp Barkeley, Texas, and became a 
mess sergeant. Arriving in England in March, 1944, 
he served with his unit throughout the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Overseas 18 months, he suf- 
fered a back injury and was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle 
Stars and one Arrowhead and the Good Conduct 
Medal, Sergeant Paige was honorably discharged on 
October 8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. He and his wife, 
Mildred Anne, have one child. 


9.—Pfe. Anthony B. Conrad, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Barney Conrad of Fort Smith, was born on December 
1, 1918, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He attended 
the Chester (Pennsylvania) schools and was em- 
ployed as a barber at Chester until entering military 
service on December 5, 1942. After receiving his 
basic training at Ft. Storey, Virginia, and Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, he became an artilleryman, and 
arrived with his unit, the 663rd Field Artillery Bn. 
on the European front in December 1944. Overseas 
13 months, Private Conrad saw action in the Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He served five months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany and was honorably 
discharged on January 10, 1946, at Indiantown Gap 
Military Reservation, Pennsylvania. He and his 
wife, Mary Elizabeth, have one child. 


10.—Sgt. Clyde Calvin Frazier, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Fraizer, was born April 11, 1920, in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Public 
Schools, after which he was employed by Rich 
Foundry and Manufacturing Company. Entering 
the Army September 4, 1940, he received basic 
training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, qualifying as 
squad leader, expert rifleman, and sharpshooter. 
Attached to the 387th Infantry, he departed from 
the United States July 15, 1941, for the Aleutian 
Islands, participating in the Attu, Kiska, and Aleu- 
tian campaigns. Sergeant Frazier was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, three Bronze Service Stars, 
Bronze Star Medal, and Infantryman’s Combat 
Badge. After being honorably discharged July 6, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Fort Smith 
where he lives with his wife, Jeraldine. 


11.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Paul Haskell Whisenhunt, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Alfred Whisenhunt, was 
born April 28, 1926, in Midland, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Midland School, afterwards being engaged 
as a mechanic at the Ford garage in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. Entering the Navy July 17, 1944, he 
received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
specializing in engineering. After serving in the 
United States for seven months, he departed Febru- 
ary 23, 1945, for the Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and three months. 
He participated in the moving of troops to Tokyo 
Bay August 25, 1945. After being honorably dis- 
charged June 15, 1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
he returned to his home .in Fort Smith. 


12.—Pfe. Joel Frank Talton, son of Ileta and the 
late Adolphus Talton of Mansfield, Arkansas, was 
born on August 17, 1916, at Dubberly, Louisiana, 


and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1917. He 
attended the Mansfield High School and was em- 
ployed at a brick plant until entering military ser- 


vice on May 138, 1942. After completing his basic 
training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, he was sent to 
Automotive Mechanic School and Airplane Mechanics 
School. Private Talton has seen service with units 
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in Canada and also Brazil in South America. Over- 
seas a total of seven months, he was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
on December 5, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Carmen Meda, have two sons. 


13.—S/Sgt. Floyd L. Phillips is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charley L. Phillips of Hackett, Arkansas, where 
he was born on July 27, 1917. He was educated in 
the Greenwood public schools and was engaged in 
farming until entering the Army on March 20, 1941. 
He served his basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
and was then sent to the Field Artillery Tractor 
School and became a mechanic and motor sergeant 
for artillery units. After three years in this country 
during which he served with the 142nd, 422nd and 
265th Field Artillery, Sergeant Phillips arrived in 
the European theater in July 1944, and remained 
overseas for more than 15 months, taking part in 
the Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. He was awarded the Silver Star Medal 
for bravery, and also the Good Conduct Medal, Cer- 
tificate of Merit and the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars. Returning to this country, 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, October 21, 1945. He and his wife, Johnnie 
Fae, are the parents of one child. 


14.—S/Sgt. Ralph L. McDonald, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl McDonald, was born February 8, 1924, at 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 1930. 
He received his education by attending Mansfield 
High School, afterwards being engaged in truck 
driving. Entering the Infantry May 19, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying for squad leader. He departed from the 
United States January 18, 1944, for England and 
participated in the campaigns of Normandy, North- 
ern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe, being 
wounded in action three times. He received Marks- 
manship Medal for use of anti-tank weapon, carbine 
and M-1 rifle and was awarded the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with four 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Ribbon, Combat In- 
fantry Badge, Purple Heart, and three Oak Leaf 
Clusters. Returning to the States June 11, 1945, 
he was discharged at Camp Robinson October 9, 
1945. 


15.—Pfc. Leonard N. Lewelling, son of Henry and 
Julia Lewelling of Huntington, Arkansas, was born 
at Dayton, Arkansas, on June 25, 1911. He attended 
the Greenwood schools and was employed by the 
Kellogg Construction Company at Torrance, Cali- 
fornia, until entering military service on April 7, 
1944. Assigned to the Infantry, he served basic train- 
ing at Camp Hood, Texas, and was sent to the 
European theater in January 1945. Overseas 14 
months, he served with the 14th Infantry through- 
out the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and was awarded the European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. After . two 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany, 
he was returned to the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
on March 30, 1946. He and his wife, Nadine, have 
one child. 


16.—Seaman 1/c Leroy Lamar Vincent, son of Mrs. 
Mary Vincent, was born April 17, 1927, in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, later moving to Arkansas. He attended 
Fort Smith High School. Entering the Naval Re- 
serve April 19, 1945, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Hugh Manley 
Traning School, specializing as radio technician and 
in electrical work. Seaman Vincent departed from 
the United States on August 31, 1945, for the 
Marianas Islands and is still in service on Guam. 
His home is in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


17.—Pfe. James Lester Buskirk, son of Walter 
Shelby and Maude Buskirk, was born July 20, 1908, 
at Prairie Grove, Arkansas. Receiving his education 
by attending Prairie Grove Grade and High Schools, 
he was later employed as salesman and truckdriver. 








Entering the Infantry March 2, 1944, he received 
basic training at Fort McClellan, Alabama, quali- 
fying for rifleman. Attached to 424th Infantry 
Regt., 106th Division, he departed for England Oc- 
tober 22, 1944, and participated in the Battle of 
the Bulge, contracting an. illness while in service. 
He received Expert Rifleman’s Badge, and among 
other decorations, received one Battle Star. Return. 
ing to the United States May 4, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Brooke General Hospital, 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, July 27, 1945. He and his 
wife, Helen Marie, live in Fort Smith with their 
children. 


18.—Pfc. Raymond D. Holland, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Holland of Huntington, Arkansas, was born 
at Dayton, Arkansas, November 27, 1916, and was 
educated in the Mansfield Public Schools. He was a 
student cabinet maker until entering the Army on 
August 27, 1941. Upon the completion of basic train- 
ing at Camp Roberts, California, he became a cook 
and was sent to the Southwest Pacific area in 
April 1943, with his unit, the 49th Field Artillery 
Battalion. He served with this unit in the Aleutian 
Islands campaign and then in the Eastern Mandates, 
Philippines and Ryukyus campaigns in the Pacific 
area. Overseas a total of 29 months, he earned the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with one Silver Battle Star, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 19, 1945. He 
and his wife, Pauline, are the parents of one child. 


19.—S/Sgt. Olen J. Smith, son of Mrs. T. W. Smith, 
was born October 30, 1912, at Zent, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Prescott High 
School and St. Louis College of Mortuary Science, 
afterwards being engaged as mortician. Entering 
the Army Medical Corps January 11, 1944, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas. 
After serving 16 months in the States attached to 
the 112th Medical Battalion, he departed May 5, 
1945, for the South Pacific theater. Sergeant Smith 
served in the Asiatic-Pacific theater for nine months 
and was once wounded in action. He qualified as 
rifle sharpshooter and was awarded World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon and one 
Bronze Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one 
Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. He was honor- 
ably discharged February 20, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 
He and his wife, Mattie, live in Mansfield, Arkansas, 
with their child. 


20.—Petty Officer 3/c Clarence Giles Spears, Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Giles Spears, was 
born November 30, 1927, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
He attended Peabody School, Fort Smith Junior High 
School, Texarkana High School, and Providence 
Academy in Texarkana. Entering the Navy J anuary 


. 14, 1945, he received boot training at Great Lakes, 
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1.—Seaman 1/e Louis William Pryor, son of Mrs. 
Annie Pryor, was born July 8, 1920, in Alma, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Alma High School and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College. Entering the Coast Guard De- 
cember 12, 1942, he received basic training at Graf- 
ton, Illinois. Seaman Pryor departed October 1, 
1944, for New Guinea, and served overseas for a 
year, participating in the Philippine and New Guinea 
campaigns. He was awarded the American Theater 
of Operations Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and World War II 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
November 9, 1945, at Long Beach, California, he 
returned to Alma, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Kathleen. 


2.—Storekeeper 2/c Charles H. Vyles, Jr., is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Vyles of Van Buren, 
Arkansas, where he was born on August 3, 1907. 
A graduate of Van Buren High School, he was an 
accountant and office manager until entering the 
Navy on June 12, 1944. He served boot training at 
San Diego, California, and was then sent to the 
Storekeeper’s School at Farragut, Idaho. After one 
year in this country, he was sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands in May 1945, and served there and on Leyte 
Island in the Philippines for six months. Storekeeper 
Vyles took part in minesweeping operations in the 
East China Sea off Okinawa while serving aboard 
the U.S.S. Cape Gloucester. He was honorably dis- 
charged at San Pedro, California, December 22, 
1945. He and his wife, the former Sammie Phillips, 
are the parents of two children. 


i 4 f Zona 

—Yeoman 2/c Edwin Dale Rogers, son 0 
miabeth and Ed Rogers, was born April 3, Le 
in Van Buren, Arkansas. He attended Alma Hig 
School and College of the Ozarks, afterwards being 
employed as warehouse clerk in Kaiser Shipyar ss 
clerk in J. C. Penney’s Store in Fort. Smith, vi 
helper at Edwards Le eee ase: se 
February 8, , he receiv 0 
lange Pgan Diego, California. He departed April 
10, 1944, for the Aleutian ee a aaa ee 
ar and five months. On January 9, 
1946, a eee th left the United States for Nagoya, 
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Illinois. Departing from the United States April 30, 
1945, he participated in the campaigns of Okinawa 
and Japan, where he was wounded in action. He 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the Purple 
Heart and, according to last report received, he was 
still in the service, having returned to the United 
States for furlough and hospitalization. 
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Japan, and returned to San Francisco February 6, 
1946, with 5,000 troops. On February 28th, his ship, 
the U.S.S. General H. W. Butner, was sent to Yoko- 
hama, Yokosuka, and Tokyo, Japan, and Shanghai, 
Tsingtao, and Toku, China, returning in April. Yeo- 
man Rogers was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and American Theater Ribbon and was honor- 
ably discharged in May 1946. He lives in Alma, 
Arkansas. 


4.—Pfe. Joe G. Rogers, son of Ed and Zona Eliza- 
beth Rogers, was born at Dora, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education at Alma High School, after 
which he was employed as conveyor man by the 
Alma Canning Company. He entered the Army 
Engineer Corps (combat), June 28, 1948, receiving 
basic training at Camp Abbott, Oregon. Later he 
qualified as carpenter on heavy construction and 
received rifle Marksmanship Medal August 20, 1943. 
After serving in the United States nine months, he 
arrived in the European Theater of Operations March 
21, 1944, with the 252nd Combat Engineers, a part 
of the 1146th Combat Group, 9th Army. His group 
received Letter of Commendation for their part in 
constructing bridges across the Lippe and Rhine 
rivers at Wesel, Germany. For meritorious service, 
he was awarded five Bronze Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. After almost two years’ services 
overseas, Private Rogers was honorably discharged 
December 20, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He lives at Alma. 


5.—Chief Machinist’s Mate Joe B. Marley, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Marley of Van Buren, Arkansas, 
was born at Breckenridge, Texas, on June 15, 1922. 
He attended Van Buren High School and immediately 
after his graduation entered the Navy on June 18, 
1940. Sent to San Diego, California, for boot train- 
ing, he later attended Engineering School at Nor- 
folk, Virginia. During the long period he was over- 
seas, he took part in the evacuation of the Philip- 
pine Islands in 1942, the Battle of Guadalcanal, the 
invasions of Sicily and Italy, Battle of Cape Esper- 
ance, liberation of the Philippines and the battles 
of Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and was awarded the 
American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Rib- 
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bon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, Navy 
Good Conduct Medal, and a total of 11 Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged from the service on 
June 18, 1946. 


6.—Seaman 2/ce Harry D. Marley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Marley of Van Buren, Arkansas, was 
born on December 2, 1926, at Tenino, Washington, 
and attended Van Buren (Arkansas) and Kermit 
(Texas) High Schools, later being engaged in clerical 
and oil work before entering the Navy Seabees on 
June 12, 1945. He received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and Camp Endicott, Massachusetts, 
and was then sent overseas to the Pacific theater, 
arriving on Guam late in November 1945, and being 
attached to the 137th Construction Bn., with which 
organization he was serving at last report received. 


-—T/5 Billie L. Reding, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. L. 
Reding of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born at Bu- 
chanan, New Mexico, on December 1, 1944, and 
moved to Arkansas with his family in 1925. Educated 
at Mansfield and Greenwood High Schools, he 
entered the Army on June 12, 1943, and served basic 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, where he became 
a messenger. Assigned to the 637th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, he was sent to the Pacific theater in De- 
cember 1943, and saw more than two years of 
overseas service. Serving in the Bougainville and 
Luzon campaigns, Corporal Reding won the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He served three months with the 
Army of Occupation of Japan and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 
31, 1946. 


8.—Ist Lt. Everette James Robson, son of Bertha 
and Angus Robson, was born October 28, 1918, in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith 
High School and Junior College, afterwards being 
engaged as a glass cutter. Entering the Air Corps 
September 4, 1942, he received basic training at Santa 
Ana, California, and attended Primary, Basic, and 
Transition Schools, qualifying as pilot. He departed 
July 11, 1944, for Italy, and remained overseas for 
almost a year. He participated in air battles of 
Germany and was shot down over Germany Septem- 
ber 138, 1944, and held prisoner of war at Barth, 
Germany, for eight months. Lieutenant Robson was 
awarded the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters 
and three Battle Stars. According to last report 
received, he was still in service. His wife, Imogene 
Loretta, lives in Fort Smith. 


9.—-Seaman 1/c Gerald Reeves Bolling, son of Charles 
Jason and Mary Julia Bolling, was born in Crawford 
County September 15, 1923. He received his educa- 
tion by attending King Grade and High Schools, 
after which he was employed by the Reynolds Drug 
Store and Jerry Drug Store. Entering the Navy 
on August 18, 1940, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and after 19 months’ training, 
was sent to Hawaii. He was serving aboard the 
U.S.S. Arizona when it was bombed by the Japanese 
in the attack December 7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor. 
Seaman Bolling was Crawford County’s first casu- 
alty. His parents received the Purple Heart, 
awarded posthumously to their son. 


10.—Pharmacist’s Mate 1/e Roy Clifton Warnock, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Warnock, was born 
on February 14, 1918, at Charleston, Arkansas, and 
received his education at Charleston High School. He 
entered the Navy, Medical Department, on October 
15, 1942, and received boot training at the Great 
Lakes (Illinois) Naval Training Station, following 
which he sailed for the European theater, par- 
ticipating in the invasions of Normandy and South- 
ern France during the 11 months he served overseas. 
Recipient of the American Defense Ribbon and the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
he was honorably discharged on September 28, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Lucile, 
have one child. 
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11.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Harry Otis Bailey, son of 
Annie and Amos Bailey of Fort Smith, was born at 
McCome, Missouri, and moved with his parents to 
Arkansas in 1912. He attended the Mansfield, Mis- 
souri, and Wilburton, Oklahoma, schools and entered 
the Navy Seabees April 17, 1943. Completing boot 
training at Camp Peary, Virginia, he became expert 
at building and construction and arrived in the 
South Pacific area in February 1944. Overseas 10 
months, he served on Saipan and saw action in the 
battle for Okinawa. Mate Bailey was returned to 
this country and was honorably discharged on Oc- 
tober 24, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his 
wife, Audie Jewel, have one child. 


12._Segt. Jack Luman Saunders is the son of Mrs. 
Katie Avant of Fort Smith, where he was born on 
October 1, 1924. After attending Bellepoint School 
and Fort Smith High School, he worked in a grocery 
store and was employed as a plumber’s helper until 
entering military service on May 7, 1941. After 
receiving basic training a Ft. Leonard Wood, Mis- 
souri, he was assigned to the Infantry and served 
in this country with the 1st Infantry, 6th Division. 
Transferred to Iceland in November 1942, he later 
saw action also on the European front in the Nor- 
mandy invasion and during the heavy fighting in 
Germany. Overseas a total of 31 months, Sergeant 
Saunders was awarded the European Theater Rib- 
bon with four Battle Stars, the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Bronze Star Medal and Good Con- 
duct Medal. Wounded twice, he was also awarded 
the Purple Heart and the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. He is classed as expert with the rifle, pistol 
and mortar and is also holder of the Expert In- 
fantryman’s Badge. He was honorably discharged 
on September 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. His wife 
is Vera Saunders. 


13.—T/Sgt. Reginald McDaniel, son of Randol and 
Ruth McDaniel of Fort Smith, was born at Dewey, 
Oklahoma, and moved with his parents to Arkansas 
in 1920. He attended Fort Smith schools and was 
employed as a grocery clerk until entering the Army 
February 11, 1941. Sergeant McDaniel was sent to 
Camp Robinson for basic training and was trans- 
ferred to Alaska with Co. I, 1538rd Infantry. There 
he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and became 
a cook. Overseas more than 33 months, he saw 
action in the Attu campaign. He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon and Infantryman’s Badge. Returning to this 
country he was honorably discharged on August 
11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. ( 


14.—Sgt. Bobby C. Perkinson is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William T. Perkinson of Fort Smith, where 
he was born on December 13, 1923. He attended 
Fort Smith High School until entering the Marines 
August 12, 1941. Sent to San Diego, California, for 
boot training, he later attended Telephone and Tele- 
type School at Camp Lejuene, North Carolina. A 
member of the 1st Marine Division, he arrived in 
Hawaii in January 1942. With a total of 32 months 
of foreign service and two tours of overseas duty, 
he saw service on Midway Island, Guadalcanal, New 
Caledonia, Bougainville and Guam. Holder of a 
Personal Commendation Ribbon, the Asiaic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, the Good Conduct Medal, American 
Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and Presidential Unit Citation Badge, he was honor- 
ably discharged on November 6, 1945, at San Diego, 
California. 


15.—Cpl. Oliver L. Perkinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William T. Perkinson of Fort Smith, was born on 
September 28, 1920, at Plummerville, Arkansas. 
Entering the Army Air Corps August 19, 1942, he 
was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and re- 
ceived basic training there and at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi. He became expert at truck driving and 
dispatching and was sent to Accra, British West 
Africa, in February 1943. Corporal Perkinson served 
a total of more than 29 months overseas before 
returning to this country where he was honorably 
discharged on November 2, 1945, at Barksdale Field, 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 


16.—T/4 Neal Leslie Spelce, son of Mrs. Beulah 
Spelce, was born June 24, 1912, at Alma, Arkansas. 
He attended Alma High School, afer which he was 
employed as invoice auditor for the Chemical Con- 
struction Co., Dumas, Texas. Entering the Army 
Service Forces March 11, 1948, he received basic 
training at Ft. Lawton, Washington, qualifying for 
-supply clerk and as rifle marksman. After serving 
six months attached to 252nd Port Co. (T.C.), he 
departed from the United States September 23, 
1943, for Calcutta, India, serving two years in the 
Burma-India theater. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and one Bronze Service Star, 
Good Conduct Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. He received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, November 15, 1945. He and his wife, Fannie 
Lou, live in Clarksville, Arkansas, with their two 
children. 


17.—T/5 Lester F. Fowler, son of Mrs. Fannie Fow- 
ler, was born March 29, 1909, at Deview, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Deview High 
School, after which he was employed as farmer and 
laundryman. Entering the Army April 18, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Howze, Texas. 
After over 10 months’ training in the United States, 
he was sent to Europe February 27, 1945, attached 
to 379th Ordnance M.A.M. Co. He participated in 
the battle of the Rhine, after which he was sent 
to the Asiatic-Pacific theater, arriving in Japan 
August 7, 1945. He also spent three months with 
the Army of Ogcupation. Corporal Fowler qualified 
for rifle and carbine marksman and was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with one 
Bronze Service Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
and Asiatic-Pavific Theater Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 4, 1946. 
He and his wife, Enid, live in Booneville, Arkansas, 
with their child. 


18.—Pfc. Billy Joe Wilkins, son of J. T. and Carrie 
Wilkins, was born at Van Buren, Arkansas, May 11, 
1925. He received his education by attending Van 
Buren High School. He entered the Airborne Ar- 
tillery September 4, 1943, receiving basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California. Attached to 101st 
Airborne Division, he departed from the United 
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1.—T/5 William A. Neighbors, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Neighbors of Greenwood, Arkansas, was 
born on November 12, 1920, at Jenny Lind, Arkansas. 
He attended the Howard Hill School and entered 
military service on July 18, 1942. After completing 
basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, he became 
a member of the 438th Signal Construction Bn., and 
was sent to the European theater in April 1948. 
During his 30 months of overseas duty, he took 
part in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with five 
Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged October 18, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


2.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Garland B. Gibbs, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Garland B. Gibbs, Sr., was born Ocober 
18, 1923, at Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He attended 
Jenny Lind Junior High School and Greenwood High 
School. Entering the Navy February 17, 19438, he 
received boot training at Naval Training Station, San 
Diego, California, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ 
School at San Pedro. During his one and a half 
years’ service in the United States and one and a 
half years overseas, he was stationed at San Diego; 
Target Repair Base, San Pedro, California; Pacific 
Naval Air Base; Coronado Heights Annex Center; 
and one the U.S.S. Shangri-La. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
April 2, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned 
to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
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States May 11, 1944, for Liverpool, Er d 
participated in the campaigns of Normandy 
dennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland. |] 
Wilkins attended Parachute School at Reims, Fra 
He was awarded four Bronze Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, Dutch Orange Lanyard, 101st Division Cita- 
tion, and World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning 
to the United States December 30, 1945, he was 

honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Janu- 

ary 11, 1946. 


19.—Yeoman 1/c James Thomas Wilkins, Jr., son of 
J. T. Wilkins, Sr., and Carrie Wilkins, was born 
January 18, 1918, at Havana, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Van Buren High 
School, after which he was employed as bookkeeper 
for Great Western Coal Company and Laster Coal 
Company. Entering the Navy October 11, 1943, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. 
After serving six months in the United States, he 
departed December 29, 1943, for the Pacific area 
where he served at Kwajalein, Saipan, Anguar, 
Leyte, Luzon, and Okinawa, and was twice com- 
mended by his commanding officer for meritorious 
service. He was honorably discharged at San Pedro, 
California, February 12, 1946, returning to Van 
Buren, where he lives with his wife, Ruby Venita. 


20.—Maj. James Charles Wilkins, son of J. T. 
Wilkins, Sr., and Carrie Wilkins, was born August 
22, 1915, at Havana, Arkansas. He attended Van 
Buren High School and later served as C.C.C. com- 
pany commander, 9th Corps Area, West Coast. 
Enlisting in the Armored Infantry September 7, 
1937, he received basic training at Ft. Leavenworth 
and attended Command and General Staff School at 
Ft. Leavenworth. Departing February 5, 1945, for 
Le Havre, France, he served in the battle of Central 
Europe and was with the 20th Armored Division 
in the drive on Munich and its capture. Major 
Wilkins received the American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon, Bronze 
Star, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was 
with the Army of Occupation from May until August 
1945, in Germany near Munich, and according to 
last report received, is still in the service. He and 
his wife, Eva, are the parents of two children. 
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3.—S/Segt. Claude M. Shepard, son of Walter B. and 
Willie Shepard, was born May 17, 1922, at Charleston, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Peabody Grade and High Schools and was after- 
wards employed by the Acme Brick Company. Enter- 
ing the Infantry November 12, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
qualified for section sergeant. After training five 
months in the United States, attached to 19th In- 
fantry Regt., Co. I, he was sent to the South Pacific 
theater May 11, 1943, where he participated in five 
battles and three campaigns, and was twice wounded 
in action. He qualified for expert infantryman and 
expert rifleman in April 1943, and, for meritorious 
service, was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Service Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, September 30, 1945, returning 
to Fort Smith where he lives with his wife, Hazel, 
and their son. 


4.—Cpl. James E. Neighbors, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Andrew Neighbors, was born December 1, 
1922, in Jenny Lind, Arkansas. He attended Green- 
wood High School and was employed as oiler for 
post engineer, Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Entering 
the Army January 20, 1948, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Campbell, Kentucky, qualifying as tank 
driver and gunner. Attached to Co. C, 782nd Tank 
Bn., Corporal Neighbors departed January 1, 1945, 
for LeHavre, France, and remained overseas for 
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six months. He participated in campaigns in the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Oper- 
ations and was awarded E.A.M.E. Campaign Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star, American Campaign 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged November 5, 1945, at Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina, he returned to Greenwood, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Evalyn Jean, 
and their children. 


5.—Pfe. Denver A. Gibbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. B. 
Gibbs, was born February 14, 1920, in Jenny Lind, 
Arkansas. He attended Jenny Lind Junior High 
School and Greenwood High School. Entering the 
Infantry October 20, 1944, he received basic training 
at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, qualifying as infantry 
sharpshooter. After serving for four months in the 
United States with I.R.T.C., he departed March 14, 
1945, for Germany, and participated in the battle 
of Central Germany. Private Gibbs was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon, Unit Citation, Battle 
Star, Victory Ribbon, and Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge. Private Gibbs was discharged at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, July 10, 1946, after 15 months’ over- 
seas duty. His home is in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Wilma Nadine, and 
their son. 


6.—Maj. Joe M. Craft is the son of Mrs. Bryan Craft 
of Fort Smith, where he was born on February 21, 
1917. A graduate of the Fort Smith schools and 
the University of Oklahoma, he was a public ac- 
countant until entering the military service on 
September 10, 1941. Major Craft was sent to Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, for his Field Artillery basic training 
and later attended Bakers’ School and Officer Can- 
didate School where he received his commission as 
an artillery officer. After three years in this coun- 
try he was sent with his unit, the 278th Field Ar- 
tillery Battalion, to the European theater in July, 
1944, and remained overseas for 18 months. Serving 
in the Northern France, Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns, he won the Bronze Star Medal. 
He was placed on inactive duty at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, January 28, 1946. 


7.—Pvt. Edgar L. Holt, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. L. 
Holt of Fort Smith, Arkansas, was born May 7, 
1909. He attended schools in Rock Island and Spiro, 
Oklahoma, and was employed at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on the Fire Department before entering 
the Engineers December 7, 1948. He received basic 
training at Camp Seibert, Alabama, and studied 
chemical warfare. He was later transferred to Camp 
Ellis, Illinois, where he trained in Q.M. salvage 
three months. He left the United States, arriving 
in England, and served in France, Germany and 
Belgium. (No further details regarding the service 
record of Private Holt were furnished.) 


8.—T/5 Roy Eugene Neighbors, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Neighbors, was born May 23, 1916, in Jenny 
Lind, Arkansas. He attended Howard Hill and 
Jenny Lind Schools and was later employed in ship- 
yard work as a flanger leaderman. He entered the 
Army June 19, 1945, and received basic training at 
Camp Hood, Texas. He was then sent to Ft. Knox, 
Kentucky, and became an automotive mechanic. He 
received the Victory Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribbon, and was honorably discharged at Ft. Sheri- 
dan, Illinois, July 16, 1946. He and his wife, Juanita, 
have two children. 


9.—Ist Lt. Nathan L. Cross, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin T. Cross of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born 
at Albion, Oklahoma, October 30, 1909, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1911. He attended 
Mansfield High School and Draughon’s Business 
College at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and was em- 
ployed for eight years by the Gentry-Severance 
Lumber Company of Oklahoma City before entering 
military service on June 4, 1942. Assigned to the 
Coast Artillery, he received his basic training at 
Camp Callan, California, and then attended Of- 
ficer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North Caro- 
lina. In March 1944, he was sent to the European 
theater with his unit, the 554th Anti-aircraft Bn., 
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and remained overseas for more than 23 months. 
Participating in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland and Central Euorpe campaigns, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Victory Ribbon. Lieutenant Cross served six months 
with the Army of Occupation of Germany and was 
placed on inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
April 12, 1946. ; 


10.—Pvt. Charles W. Banks, son of Mrs. John B. 
Mumey, was born April 12, 1915, in Jenny Lind, 
Arkansas. He attended Jenny Lind School and 
entered the Army March 26, 1945, receiving basic 
training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. Attending the 
Armored School, he qualified as tank mechanic 
(minor maintenance) and rifle sharpshooter. After 
nine months’ service in the United States, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
December 20, 1945, returning to Jenny Lind where 
he lives with his wife, Lavonne, and their children. 


11.—Pfe. Lawrence W. Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. Brown, was born July 5, 1926, in LeFlore, 
Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas May 15, 1933. He 
attended Greenwood, Arkansas, High School. Enter- 
ing the Marine Corps July 17, 1944, he received 
boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, and 
departed January 30, 1945, for the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations. Overseas for a year and 
five months, he participated in Pacific battles and, 
according to last information received, was still in 
the service. His home is in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


12.—Chief Warrant Officer Walter Samuel Golden, 
Jr., son of Mrs. Mattie Lee Golden of Mena, Arkan- 
sas, was born June 18, 1918, in Cargile, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Mena Central 
School. Entering the Navy December 138, 1935, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. De- 
parting in April 1938, for China, he remained over- 
seas for six years and participated in Asiatic-Pacific 
campaigns from Guadalcanal to Japan. He served 
aboard the U.S.S. Greenwood and the U.S.S. Boston, 
and was attached to demilitarization force in Japan 
from September 1945, to February 1946. Warrant 
Officer Golden was awarded Campaign and Area 
Ribbons with five Battle Stars and, according to 
last report received, was still in the service. He and 
his wife, the former Ethel Lois Fitzgerald, have one 
son. 


13.—Fireman 2/c Oscar Birch Golden, son of Mattie 
Lee and Walter Samuel Golden, was born July 17, 
1909, in Good Pine, Louisiana, later moving to Ark- 
ansas. He attended Grade School, afterwards being 
engaged in farming. Entering the Navy April 25, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Califor- 
nia. He served for a year and a half in the United 
States and departed September 14, 1945, for Pearl 
Harbor. Honorably discharged October 29, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he lives with his wife, Faye 
Ellen, and their children. 


14.—_Sgt. Ralph H. Oliver is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter E. Oliver of Greenwood, Arkansas, where he 
was born June 2, 1920. He attended Greenwood 
High School and entered the Army on February 20, 
1942. Assigned to the military police, he completed 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and 
then attended the Traffic Control School. In May 
1942, he was sent to Hawaii. Overseas 41 months, he 
saw action in the Eastern Mandates and Marianas 
Islands campaigns and was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars. He was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged Novem- 
ber 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


15.—Pfe. John E. Oliver is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter E. Oliver of Greenwood, Arkansas, where 
he was born on May 31, 1923. He was educated 
at Greenwood High School before entering the Army 
on June 26, 1948. Assigned to the Infantry, he 
served basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
then attended the Chemical Warfare School. In De- 
cember 1948, Private Oliver was sent to New Cale- 


donia in the Southwest Pacific theater. Overseas 
more than two years, he saw action in the Southern 
Philippines campaign. Serving as a military police- 
man, he won the Purple Heart and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge for his service with the In- 
fantry. After serving three months with the Army 
of Occupation of Japan, he was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 29, 1946. 


16.—Cpl. Gerald J. Hollis, son of E. B. and Hilda 
Hollis, was born July 14, 1924, at Bristow, Oklahoma, 
moving to Arkansas in 1936. He graduated from 
Mansfield High School in May 1943, and entered 
the Armed Forces June 12, 1948, receiving basic 
training in Anti-aircraft at San Diego, California. 
He was sent to the South Pacific theater May 27, 
1944, where he served in New Guinea, Noemfoor 
Islands, Biak and Southern Philippines. He received 
the American Theater and World War II Victory 
Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars and one 
Bronze Arrowhead, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star. Returning to the United 
States January 29, 1946, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, February 7, 1946. 


17._Signalman 3/c Richard Louis Golden, son of 
Mattie Lee and Walter Samuel Golden, was born 
October 24, 1924, in Griffin, Arkansas. He attended 
Mena Central School and Mena High School. Enter- 
ing the Navy December 21, 1941, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Signal School, qualifying as signalman. After 
serving a year in the United States with the Armed 
Guard, he departed for three years of sea duty and 
was awarded American and European Theater Rib- 
bons and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged November 3, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and returned to his home in Mena, Ark- 
ansas. 


18.—S/Sgt. Olen Hurshel Loux, son of Mrs. Mary 
Elmer Loux of Fort Smith, was born December 8, 
1920, at Cabot, Arkansas. He attended the Fort 
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1.—Seaman 1/c Robert L. Altes, son of Earl L. Altes 
of Fort Smith, was born at Ada, Oklahoma, on Feb- 
ruary 20, 1924, moving to Arkansas with his family 
in 1924. He attended the Fort Smith schools and was 
an apprentice carpenter employed by the Frazier 
Construction Company until entering the Navy on 
March 16, 1948. Upon completion of boot training 
at San Diego, California, he was sent to Guadalcanal 
in the Southwest Pacific theater. He took part in 
the Munda, Rendova and Bougainville campaigns 
during his more than two years overseas while 
serving with the amphibious forces. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, February 
26, 1946. 


2.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c Neal Basil Albright, son 
of Mr. and Mrs} Phenis Martin Albright of Route 3, 
Alma, Arkansas, was born at Leedey, Oklahoma, 
on April 14, 1920, and moved to Arkansas with his 
family in 1922. He was graduated from Alma High 
School in 1939 and was an instrument man for civil 
engineers before entering the Navy Seabees on April 
17, 1943. He completed basic training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, and then attended the Demolition 
School. In October 1948, he was sent to Pearl Har- 
bor and served 16 months there. Later he was sent 
to Iwo Jima and took part in the capture of that 
island. Overseas more than two years, he was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged at 
Norman, Oklahoma, on December 10, 1945. 


3.—S/Set. Ralph C. Colley, Sr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
ae Cc. Colley, was born February 17, 1919, in 
Dayton, Arkansas. He attended Albert Pike School 
at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and Poteau High School, 
Poteau, Oklahoma, afterwards being engaged in 
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Smith Schools and was a truck driver until entering 
the Army Air Force on January 138, 1943. Sergeant 
Loux served basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and attended Glider Mechanics’ School. In July 12942, 
he was sent to the Pacific theater with his unit, 
the 46th Troop Carrier Squadron. Overseas 26 
months, he saw action in the Luzon, Southern 
Philippines, Bismarck Archipelago, and New Guinea 
campaigns. Holder of the Distinguished Unit Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal, Air Medal, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon with one Star, and Asiatic-Pacifie Thea- 
ter Ribbon with four Battle Stars, he was honorably 
discharged on October 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


19.—S/Segt. Charles Ralph Catton, son of Geneva and 
Charles M. Catton, was born September 10, 1925, in 
Quinton, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas May 18, 
1942. He attended Fort Smith Senior High School. 
Entering the Army Air Force at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, October 25, 1943, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field and attended Radio School in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Flexible Gunnery 
School in Yuma, Arizona, qualifying as aerial radio 
operator mechanic gunner and aerial gunner. He 
served in the United States for a year and a half 
before departing June 15, 1945, with the 868th 
Bomb Sqdn. for Morotai and the Netherlands East 
Indies. Overseas for nine months, he participated 
in the air offensive of China and Japan and the air 
combat over Borneo and the Western Pacific, being 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with four Bronze Service Stars. After 
being honorably discharged March 18, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to his home in South 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


20.—Sgt. Euell R. Rauser, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. L. 
Rauser, of 1001 North Sixth Street, Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, was born May 9, 1919. He attended Fort 
Smith Public Schools and was employed at the Pepsi- 
Cola Bottling Company before entering the Army, 
August 9, 1942. (No further details regarding the 
service record of Sergeant Rauser were furnished.) 
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farming. A member of the National Guard since 
September 23, 1940, he entered the Field Artillery 
February 6, 1941, and received basic training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma. He qualified as chief of gun crews 
in Field Artillery, expert with M-1 rifle and carbine, 
and sharpshooter with pistol and machine gun. At- 
tached to the 142nd F.A. Regt., 691st F.A. Bn., 
Sergeant Colley departed August 12, 1944, for Eu- 
rope and remained overseas for more than a year. 
He participated in campaigns of Central Europe and 
Rhineland and spent four months with the Army 
of Occupation. Sergeant Colley was awarded two 
Bronze Stars and was honorably discharged Sep- 
tember 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He lives in Fort Smith, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Catherine Josephine, and their son. 


4.—Pfce. Charles H. Altes is the son of Earl Altes 
of Route 1, Fort Smith, where he was born on No- 
vember 23, 1914. He attended Sanamota Technical 
Trade School at Sanamota, California, and the 
Washington High School at Los Angeles, California, 
before he entered the Army Air Force on October 
26, 1942. Private Altes served basic training at 
Luke Field, Arizona, and attended Airplane Me- 
chanics’ School. He completed courses at five mili- 
tary mechanic’s schools during his three years and 
three months of military service. He served with 
the 811th Troop Carrier Command as a mechanic 
throughout his military service. Private Altes was 
honorably discharged at Ft. McArthur, California, 
on February 18, 1946. He is now employed by the 
Douglas Aircraft Company. His wife is Verna D. 
Altes. 


5.—Pfe. Chester E. Albright, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Phenis Martin Albright of Alma, Arkansas, was born 
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on March 5, 1914, at Leedy, Oklahoma, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1922. After com- 
pleting his education at Mulberry High School he 
was employed by the Harding Glass Plant until 
entering the Army on March 16, 1944. He served 
basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was assigned 
to the Anti-aircraft Artillery as a gun crewman. 
Sent to the European theater in November 1944, he 
took part in two campaigns and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal and Rifle Marksman Badge. 
Overseas a total of more than 11 months, he was 
honorably discharged on November 1, 1945, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Dollie, 
have three children. 


6.—Sgt. Chester Arthur Irons, son of Mary Jo and 
Loye Lemuel Irons, was born September 15, 1925, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Peabody 
Grade School in Fort Smith; Grade and Junior High 
Schools in Vernon, Texas, and Junior and Senior 
High Schools in Fort Smith, graduating in 1944. 
Entering the Army Air Force January 27, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and attended Service Schools at Scott 
Field, Illinois; Yuma, Arizona; Barksdale Field, and 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, and Operational Training 
School at Greenville, South Carolina, qualifying as 
radio operator-mechanic gunner on B-25 (medium 
bomber). After serving one and a half years in 
the United States, Sergeant Irons departed July 12, 
1945, for Manila, Philippine Islands, to be assigned 
to the 5th Air Force. He was killed over the Coral 
Sea July 19, 1945, and is survived by his parents, 
who received Citation of Honor in his memory by 
Gen. H. H. Arnold, commanding general, Army Air 
Forces. 


7.—Flight Officer Taylor Edward Powell, son of 
Mrs. Tommie Powell and the late Edward Wallace 
Powell, was born August 6, 1918, in Keota, Oklahoma, 
moving to Arkansas in 1928. He attended Alma 
High School. Entering the Infantry January 18, 
1937, he received basic training at Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, and attended Artillery Communications 
School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. Attached to Field 
Artillery and the Air Corps, he also attended B-25 
Mechanics’. School at Inglewood, California, and 
B-29 Engineering School at Seattle and Denver. 
He qualified as B-29 engineer, expert with pistol, 
observer, and flight engineer B-29. Flight Of- 
ficer Powell served for nearly nine years with 
the Air Corps and was honorably discharged May 
25, 1946, at Ft. McPherson, Georgia. Taylor Powell 
was killed in an Army 3rd Airforce B-29 crash in 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, near_the 
Tennessee-North Carolina line June 12, 1946. He is 
survived by his wife, Mary Elizabeth; an infant 
daughter, and his mother, Mrs. Tommie Powell. 


8.—Pfc. John Warren Foster, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John J. Foster, was born August 11, 1921, at Stand- 
ley, Oklahoma, later moving to Arkansas. He at- 
tended school at Wister, Oklahoma. Entering the 
Army September 29, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Hulen, Texas, and served for 14 months 
in the United States attached to 202nd A.A.A. A.W. 
Bn. He departed in November 1943, for New Guinea, 
and died February 9, 1944, in the Townsville, Queens- 
land, Australia, Hospital, being buried in a cemetery 
near there. In addition to his parents, who live in 
Mansfield, Arkansas, he is survived by his wife, 
Zeta Mae Foster, and daughter, Chery Ann, who 
live in Fort Smith. 


—lLt. (s. g.) Paul X. Williams is the son of Charles 
an Salty Slams of Booneville, Arkansas. Born 
at Booneville on February 19, 1908, he attended the 
Booneville schools and received his B.A. and L.L.D. 
degrees at the University of Arkansas. He practiced 
law until entering the Navy on December 5, 1942. 
Lieutenant Williams served his Naval training at 
Hollywood, Florida; Boston, Massachusetts; Gulf- 
port, Mississippi, and New Orleans, Louisiana. a 
became a gunnery officer and served 20 mont 
aboard ships between this country, England an 
North Africa, and also aboard ships in the Admiralty, 
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Caroline and Philippine Islands. He was released 
from active service at Memphis, Tennessee, October 
1, 1945. He and his wife the former Elizabeth Hays, 
have four children. 


10.—Seaman 1/e William Ivan Dedmon, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James W. Dedmon, was born October 135 
1926, in Mansfield, Arkansas. He attended Mans- 
field High School. Entering the Navy October 17, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. He served for six months in the United 
States before departing April 25, 1945, for the 
Southwest Pacific Theater of Operations. Seaman 
Dedmon served on Guam and was honorably dis- 
charged June 19, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, re- 
turning to his home in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


11.—Lt. (j. g.) Jeffery Dean Irons, son of Mary Jo 
and Loye Lemuel Irons, was born January 9, 1921, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Peabody Grade 
School in Fort Smith and graduated from Vernon 
High School, Vernon, Texas. He received a B.S. 
degree in petroleum engineering from Tulsa Univer- 
sity, Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1942, after which he 
worked as engineer for Oklahoma Ordnance Works 
and Douglas Aircraft Co. in Tulsa. Entering the 
Naval Reserve, Ordnance Department, August 28, 
1943, he received boot training at Ft. Schuyler, New 
York, and attended Service Schools at Pontiac, Mich- 
igan; Great Lakes Training Station; and Ft. Pierce, 
Florida, qualifying as ordnance specialist. After 
serving at various Naval ordnance bases in the United 
States, Lieutenant Irons served in the Kuropean 
Theater of Operations aboard the U. S. Destroyer 
Escort Burke in 1944 and in the Pacific in 1945 
aboard the L.S.T. 355. He was honorably discharged 
March 19, 1946, at Mare Island, California, and re- 
turned to Fort Smith, where he lives with his wife, 
Helena, and their child. 


12.—Pfc. Darwin Loweil Williams, son of Edna Dee 
Lana and Jasper Soloman Williams, was born March 
1, 1921, in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended Grade 
School, afterwards being employed as laborer by 
the Guy F. Atkinson Construction Company. Enter- 
ing the Coast Arillery January 16, 1943, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, he received basic training at Camp 
Haan, Riverside, California, and qualified in infantry 
marksmanship. After serving a year in the United 
States, he departed April 20, 1944, for England, and 
remained overseas for 18 months. Private Williams 
participated in the campaigns of Normandy, Rhine- 
land, Northern France, and Central Europe, spending 
six weeks with the Army of Occupation, and was 
awarded four Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged January 
8, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Greenwood, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Lula Louise. 


13.—Cpl. Ottis R. Williams son of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. 
Williams, was born November 22, 1907, in Greenwood, 
Arkansas. After attending Greenwood Public Schools, 
he was engaged as farmer and heavy equipment 
operator in road construction. Entering the Army 
Engineers November 19, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Abbott, Oregon, qualifying as 
heavy equipment operator, military police, and rifle 
marksman. After two years’ service in the United 
States with the 3990th Service Command Unit, 
Corporal Williams was awarded the American Thea- 
ter of Operations Service Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon, Heavy Equipment Operator’s 
Diploma, and Certificate for Course in Music. He 
received an honorable discharge December 8, 1945, 
at Ft. Douglas, Utah, and returned to Greenwood, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Jewel. 


14.—S/Sgt. Robert Clayton Spicer, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Vernon Spicer, was born July 18, 1922, 
in Paris, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith Grade 
and Junior High Schools, afterwards being em- 
ployed in Ward’s Warehouse and by Checker Cab 
Company. Entering the Army April 7, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, and 
was awarded Sharpshooter’s Medal, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He de- 


parted January 1, 1945, for LeHavre, France, and 
remained overseas for six months, participating in 
the campaign near Saarautern, the breaching of the 
Siegfried Line, the crossing of the Rhine, and the 
battles to secure MulhausenlLangensalza lines. He 
was captured at the battle of Struth on April 7, 
1945, and held prisoner in a schoolhouse for a day 
and forced to march for six days to a prison camp. 
Upon reaching the camp, it was found to be held 
by the Indianhead Division and he was liberated, 
being sent to Brussels and then to LeHavre. Sergeant 
Spicer served with Co. K, 261st Infantry, 65th Di- 
vision, 3rd Army. He was awarded two Battle Stars 
and, according to last report received, was still in 
the service. His wife, Billie Ann, and their children, 
live in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


15.—1st Lt. Derry David Irons, son of Mary Jo and 
Loye Lemuel Irons, was born November 13, 1922, 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Peabody 
Grade School, Fort Smith, and graduated from 
Vernon High School, Vernon, Texas, in 1941. He 
was a student at Murray Junior College, Tishomingo, 
Oklahoma, before entering the Army Air Force 
March 18, 1943. Receiving preliminary training at 
Santa Ana, California, Army Air Base, he attended 
Service School at Roswell Army Air Field, Roswell, 
New Mexico, and Operational Training School at 
Rattlesnake Army Air Base, Pyote, Texas, quali- 
fying as bombardier-navigator. After serving in the 
United States attached to the 100th Bomb Group, 
Sqdns. 350 and 418, 8th Air Force, he departed 
March 6, 1944, for the 8th Air Force Base in Eng- 
land. During his five months overseas, he par- 
ticipated in numerous air engagements, including 
two missions on D-Day and others during the Euro- 
pean invasion. Lieutenant Irons was seriously in- 
jured in a runway crash during a volunteer mission 
on the first shuttle bombing run to Russia, Italy, 
and return. He was awarded the Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, European Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation 
with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart, and Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross Ribbon. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 28, 1946, at Randolph 
Field, Texas, he returned to Fort Smith, where he 
lives with his wife, Bernadine, and their child. 


16.—Pvt. Preston A. Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alexander P. Dunn of 505 North 11th Street, Fort 
Smith, was born on July 10, 1914, at Evansville, 
Arkansas. He was educated in the Fort Smith Public 
Schools and at Fort Smith Business College. Em- 
ployed as a baker and automobile mechanic, he 
entered military service on January 11, 1945. As- 
signed to the Infantry, he was sent to the Infantry 
Replacement Training Center at Camp Hood, Texas, 
for basic training, and remained in that camp 
throughout his three months of Army service. He 
was honorably discharged on March 14, 1945, at 
Camp Hood. Ue and his wife, the former Mary 
Laurence O’Keefe, have three children. 
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17.—S/Sgt. St. Elmo Nathaniel Dunn was the son 
of Alexander and Linnie Bell Dunn of Fort Smith. 


Born at Evansville, Arkansas, February 14, 1924, 


he attended the Fort Smith Schools and Fort Smith 
Junior College before entering the Army Air Corps 
on January 8, 1942. He served basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and then attended Mechanics’ 
School at Lincoln, Nebraska; Gunnery School at Las 
Vegas, Nevada, and Aerial Engineer School at Boise, 
Idaho. In April 1948, he was sent to the European 
theater and served as a gunner with the 524th Bomb 
Sqdn. of the 379th Bomb Group. Serving on the 
Flying Fortress “The Hag of Hardawick,” this gal- 
lant soldier was killed in action over Germany on 
June 11, 1948. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal and the Citation of Honor. He 
re BO by his widow, the former Jeanne Elaine 
orrell. 


18.—Yeoman 1/c Major John York, son of Mettie 
and William Elvis York, was born October 22, 1914, 
in Waldron, Arkansas. He attended Grade School at 
Center Point; High School at Waldron, Arkansas, and 
business college at Chillicothe, Missouri. Entering 
the Navy December 9, 1942, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, specializing in clerical 
and communications training. Yeoman York served 
aboard an aircraft carrier, aboard an attack trans- 
port with the amphibious forces, and with the 1st, 
5th, and 7th Fleets. He departed March 12, 19438, 
for the Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for more than two and a half years, par- 
ticipating in the occupation of Okinawa in the Gilbert 
Islands, Manus in the Admiralties, Hollandia in 
New Guinea, the Philippines, and Iwo Jima. He was 
in Tokyo Bay with the occupation forces when peace 
terms were signed. After being honorably discharged 
November 15, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to Waldron, where he lives with his wife, 
Ebie Marie, and their child. 


19.—Seaman 1/c Steve T. Hunt son of Ada and 
Joseph Whitford Hunt, was born February 26, 1913, 
in Gravelly, Arkansas. He attended Waldron High 
School. Entering the Navy March 29, 1944, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California, and 
served for a year and a half. He was honorably 
discharged October 19, 1945, at Naval Hospital, San 
Diego, California, and returned to Waldron, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Mary Lou, and 
their five children. 


20.—Segt. Noble L. Hunt, son of Ada and Joseph 
Whitford Hunt, of Waldron, Arkansas, was born 
July 4, 1921. He was educated in the Waldron Pub- 
lic Schools. Sergeant Hunt entered the Marine 
Corps July 6, 1942, and was sent to San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, where he received three months’ boot training. 
He was then sent to the Southwest Pacific to combat 
duty. (No further details regarding the service rec- 
ord of Sergeant Hunt were furnished.) 
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1.—Lt. (s.g.) Vincent W. Beach, son of Florence 
Lizzie and R. H. Beach, was born November 22, 1917, 
in Greenwood, Arkansas. He attended the University 
of Arkansas at Fayetteville, afterwards being en- 
gaged as teacher and principal in Fayetteville Pub- 
lis Schools. Entering the Navy October 5, 1942, he 
received training at Midshipmen’s School, Notre 
Dame University, Indiana; Amphibious Training 
School, Solomons, Maryland; and Advanced Fire 
Control School, San Diego, California, qualifying in 
gunnery and fire control and as watch officer and 
gunnery officer. After serving in the United States 
as gunnery officer and executive officer of Anti- 
aircraft Gunnery School, he departed in June 1943, 
for Africa, Italy, England, and France, remaining 
overseas for a year and five months. Lieutenant 
Beach participated as a gunnery officer on an L.S.T. 
in the D-Day invasions of Salerno, Italy; Anzio, 
Italy, and France and was awarded three Invasion 
Stars, Theater Ribbons, and Commendation. He was 
honorably discharged May 6, 1946, at Seattle, Wash- 
ington, returning to his home in Greenwood, Ark- 
ansas. 


2.—Sgt. Phinos A. Hawthorne, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Hawthorne of Los Angeles, California, 
was born on July 238, 1921, at Bonanza, Arkansas. 
After completing his education at the Jenny Lind 
and Fort Smith Schools he was employed as a factory 
worker until entering the Army on September 22, 
1942. After serving basic training at Camp Wheeler, 
Georgia, he specialized in military police work and 
was sent to the Southwest Pacific area in May 1945, 
as a member of Company E., 20th Infantry. Over- 
seas almost eight months, he took part in the Luzon 
campaign and earned the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and Victory Ribbon. After two months with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan, he was honorably 
discharged on December 20, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
He and his wife, Louise, have two children. 


3.—Fire Controlman 3/c Gerald Leonard Carpenter 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin S. Carpenter of 
Chesterhill, Ohio, where he was born on July 3, 
1913. He graduated from Chesterhill High School 
and moved to Arkansas in 1938. Employed by the 
Arkansas-Louisiana Gas Company, he entered the 
Navy on May 12, 1943, and completed basic training 
at San Diego, California. In October 1943, he was 
sent to Hawaii where he attended oe SE ae 
at Camp Catlen, and became a radar operator as- 
signed to the crew of the U.S.S. Colorado. Over- 
seas more than two years, he saw action in the 
Gilbert, Marshall, Mariannas, Philippines, and Ryuk- 
yus Islands and took part in the occupation of Japan. 
Fire Controlman Carpenter is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with six Battle Stars, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with one Star. He was honorably discharged 
on October 23, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and 
his wife have one son. 


4.—Warrant Officer, Junior Grade, Vernon H. Beach 
is the son of Romulus H. Beach of Greenwood, 
Arkansas, where he was born on December 13, 1918. 
He attended Greenwood High School, Draughon’s 
Business College, and the University of Arkansas, 
and entered military service with the Arkansas Na- 
tional Guard on January 6, 1941. He completed basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and was sent to the 
Noncommissioned Officer’s School at Edgewood 
Arsenal, Maryland. He became an administrative 
assistant and served three years in this country 
with the 781st Tank Destroyer Company. In May, 
1944, he was sent to New Caledonia in the South 
Pacific theater and later served on the Marianas 
Islands, Guadalcanal, and the Admiralty Islands. 
Overseas 20 months, he holds the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was released from active 
duty at Ft. Bliss, Texas, on January 31, 1946. 
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5.—Pfe. Thurman A. Richardson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Richardson of Jamestown, Arkansas, was 
born August 26, 1923, in Locust Grove, Arkansas. 
He attended Magness, Sulphur Rock, Jamestown, and 
Desha Schools afterwards being engaged in farming. 
Entering the Infantry September 12, 1944, he re- 
ceived training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Private 
Richardson departed January 31, 1945, for Germany, 
and remained overseas more than seven months, par- 
ticipating in two campaigns. He was awarded Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal, Good Conduct Medal, European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon, two Campaign Stars, 
and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. According to 
last report received, he was still in service at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky. His wife, Bertha Mae, lives in 
Desha, Arkansas. 


6.—Sgt. Carl Woodson, Jr., son of Carl and Ruby 
Woodson, was born June 4, 1923, at Belleville, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending 
Dardanelle High School and Wentworth Military 
Academy. Entering the Field Artillery February 
18 19438, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Okla- 
homa, specializing as chief of section, gun crew, 
light artillery. After seven months’ training at- 
tached to Battery A, 1st Field Artillery, 6th Division, 
he departed from the United States September 19, 
1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he was 
engaged in battles on New Guinea and Luzon, Philip- 
pine Islands. He qualified as carbine marksman 
July 2, 1943, and was awarded World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and Arrowhead, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star. 
After spending one month with the Army of Occu- 
pation in Korea, he returned to the States December 
16, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, December 29, 1945. 


7.—Pfe. Lawrence P. Meghee, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd O’Neal of Greenwood, Arkansas, was born 
March 6, 1921. He attended Fort Smith Public 
Schools before entering the Army July 13, 1941. 
Private Meghee received basic training at Camp 
Livingston, Louisiana. He was transferred to Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania, after completing basic train- 
ing, and served as an M.P. (No further data regard- 
ing the service record of Private Meghee was fur- 
nished.) 


8.—Lt. (j.g.) Damon Beach, son of Horatio and 
Elizabeth Beach of Greenwood, Arkansas, was born 
at Fort Smith on September 5, 1922. He graduated 
from Greenwood High School and attended the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas before he entered the Navy in 
September 1943. Lieutenant Beach served his Naval 
indoctrination training at Columbia University, New 
York City. He served one year in this country and 
was then sent to the South Pacific theater. Over- 
seas a total of 19 months, he saw action in the 
battle for Okinawa. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, the American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was released from active 
service at San Francisco, California, May 15, 1946. 


9.—T/4 Robert A. Christian, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. T. Christian, was born in Little Rock on April 
18, 1918, and received his education at Arkansas 
Tech (Russellville), Northwestern University and 
Oklahoma A. & M. College where he specialized in 
music. He entered the Army on March 12, 1942, as a 
bandsman, and following basic training at Ft. Mc- 
Arthur, California, was assigned to duty with the 
96th Army Ground Forces Band. On January 24, 
1944, he sailed with his unit for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater, and saw almost 10 months of foreign ser- 
vice. He was awarded the World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Sharpshooter’s Medal 
(rifle), and Marksman’s Medals (carbine and small- 
bore rifle). He was honorably discharged from the 
service at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, November 
20, 1945. He is the husband of Emma S. Christian. 


10.—Pfe. Ray Eugene Hutchins was the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Willie B. Hutchins of Hagarville, Arkansas. 


PEATE 


[940 ] 





a 


ey 


Born on July 5, 1925, he was educated at Lamar 
High School and was engaged in farming until he 
entered military service on May 12, 1944. He received 


his basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, and Camp 


Robinson, Arkansas, and also received training at 
Ft. Meade, Maryland. In October 1944, he was sent 
to Italy and joined the 134th Infantry. Overseas 
six months, this brave soldier was killed in action in 
Italy on April 5, 1945. He is buried in an American 
Military Cemetery in Italy. 


11.—Carpenter’s Mate Edwin Arle Pickens, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Pickens of Booneville, Arkansas, 
was born January 20, 19138. He attended public 
schools and volunteered for the Navy October 7, 
1943. Mate Pickens received his boot training at 
Camp Peary, Virginia, and after six weeks was 


-transferred to Camp Laguna, Virginia. He was sta- 


tioned several places before being sent overseas. 
Mate Pickens was released from the service because 
of a disability and was placed in a hospital. His 
wife, Louise, and their children, live in Booneville, 
Arkansas. 


12.—Ship’s Fitter 2/c Rogers Ben Duke, son of Annie 
and Ben Duke, was born November 14, 19138, in 
Marianna, Arkansas. He attended Westor School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Navy December 21, 1942, he received boot training 
at Williamsburg, West Virginia, and attending Weld- 
ing School, qualified in welding. He served for six 
months in the United States before departing May 12, 
1948, for New Caledonia. He remained overseas for 
more than two years and was honorably discharged 
September 24, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. He 
lives in Russellville, Arkansas, with his wife, Mildred 
Louise, and their child. 


13.—Aviation Radioman 3/c Raymond Edward Altes, 
son of Earl Leon Altes of Fort Smith, was born on 
February 1, 1922, at Ada, Oklahoma, and moved to 
Arkansas in 1930. Upon completion of his education 
in the Fort Smith Schools, he was a painter and 
paper hanger until entering the Navy on September 
29, 1942. After completing boot training at San 
Diego, California, he became a student in the Avia- 
tion Radio School and became an air crew gunner 
and radioman. Sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in 
April 1948, he served with the Navy for more than 
18 months in the Pacific area. Returning to this 
country, he was honorably discharged on October 
11, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, 
Evelyn Hilda, have two children. 


14.—Coxswain J. M. Keltner, son of Mrs. Velma 
Irene Keltner, was born July 16, 1925, in Plummer- 
ville, Arkansas. He attended Morrilton, Arkansas, 
Public School. Entering the Navy July 23, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. 
Departing September 20, 1942, for Kodiak, Alaska, 
he served for a year and a half in that theater before 
being sent on April 27, 1945, to the Asiatic-Pacific 
area for more than a year’s overseas service. He 
was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, and 
was honorably discharged January 16, 1946, return- 
ing to his home in Russellville, Arkansas. 


15.—Carpenter’s Mate 2/c James Leonard Keltner, 
son of Mrs. Velma Irene Keltner, was born August 
6, 1922, in Russellville, Arkansas. He received_his 
education by attending Morrilton, Arkansas, High 
School. Entering the Navy December 28, 1941, he 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia. Depart- 
ing from the United States January 2, 1944, Mate 
Keltner served more than two years overseas, and 
participated in campaigns of New Guinea, Palau, 
Philippines, Saipan, Guam, and Okinawa, and in the 
occupation of Japan, spending two months with the 
occupation forces. He was wounded in action and 


[ 941 ] 


received the Purple Heart and Good Conduct Medal. 
He returned to the United States January 10, 1946, 
remaining in service. His home is in Russellville. 


16.—Gunner’s Mate Edgar H. Maguire, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hugh A. Maguire of Van Buren, Arkansas, 
was born December 13, 1917. He moved to Arkansas 
in 1986. Mate Maguire received his education in 
Texas. He enlisted in the Navy December 20, 1941. 
His wife is Florence Maguire. No further informa- 
tion regarding the service record of Mate Maguire 
was furnished. 


17.—Cpl. Hubert R. Bromley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hubert Bromley, Sr., of Van Buren, Arkansas, was 
born May 15, 1922. He received his education in the 
Van Buren Schools. Corporal Bromley entered the 
Army November 9, 1942. He and his wife, Lois, have 
a son, Hubert, 3rd. No further information regard- 
ing the service record was furnished. 


18.—S/Sgt. Dale Harold Carpenter is the son of 
Harold and Dorothy Carpenter of Russellville, Ark- 
ansas, where he was born on April 12, 1919. He 
attended Russellville High School and worked as a 
watchmaker and engraver until entering the Army 
Air Forces on August 25, 1941. Sergeant Carpenter 
attended Aircraft Mechanic’s School at Chanute 
Field, Illinois, and became an aircraft mechanic. 


_ After one year in this country, he was sent to Eng- 


land in September 1942, and there attended the 
Army Engine Specialist’s School at Warrington, 
England. Serving as an instrument and engine 
specialist, he saw 33 months of overseas service in 
the European theater and won the European Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and American Defense 
Service Ribbon. He was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
on October 27, 1945. His wife is Bettye Carpenter. 


19.—Metalsmith 1/c Robert Maurice Carpenter is the 
son of Harold and Dorothy Carpenter of Russellville, 
Arkansas, where he was born on November 1, 1920. 
He attended Russellville High School and was em- 
ployed as an automobile mechanic and welder until 
entering the Navy on March 5, 1942. He completed 
boot training at the Section Base, Point Loma, Cali- 
fornia, and served three years in this country before 
he was sent to the Philippine Islands in May 1945. 
Overseas six months, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and the 
American Theater Ribbon. He was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged at San Pedro, 
California, November 8, 1945. His wife is Emogene 


‘Carpenter. 


20.—Aviation Chief Metalsmith Clyde Donald Car- 
penter, son of Harold and Dorothy Carpenter of Rus- 
sellville, Arkansas, was born at Sterling, Kansas, 
January 25, 1915, and moved with his family to 
Arkansas in 1917. He attended Russellville High 
School and Arkansas Tech and was a farmer and 
painter until entering the Regular Navy in November 
1939. He had served with the 206th Coast Artillery 
of the Arkansas National Guard from 1932 until 
1934. Chief Carpenter served his boot training at 
San Diego, California, and in April 1944, was sent 
to the South Pacific theater. Overseas 19 months, 
he saw service in the Marshall. Islands, Marianas 
Islands and Wake Island campaigns and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon 
with Star, Letter of Commendation, Victory Ribbon 
‘and the Marksmanship Medal. He was honorably 
discharged on November 19, 1945, at Alameda, Cali- 
fornia, and reenlisted that same day in the Regular 
Navy. His wife is Mary Carpenter. 
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1.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2/c Robert Gordon 
Knoy, son of Mr. and Mrs. V. C. Knoy of Van Buren, 
Arkansas, was born at Fort Smith on December 25, 
1923. He received his education in the Van Buren 
schools, after which he was employed by Frank 
Horton and Co., Engineers, at Fort Smith. Entering 
the Naval Air Corps, he received boot training at 
Great Lakes, Chicago, Illinois, and by later attend- 
ance at the Naval Air Technical Training Center, 
Memphis, Tennessee, qualified as an aviation ma- 
chinist. After being attached for one year to the 
Ferry Command No. 8, he was returned to the United 
States. While engaged in a routine flight from Port- 
land, Oregon to Red Bluff, California, the plane 
carrying this valient young flier and his crew was 
reported missing on November 29, 1945, and it is 
presumed they were killed, since no trace of them 
was found. 


2.—Petty Officer 2/c Exton Fife Bennett, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roach Bennett, was born on October 24, 
1912, at Mulberry, Arkansas. Following his grad- 
uation from Van Buren (Arkansas) High School, he 
was employed as a grocery clerk and salesman for 
the Gateway Baking Company at Fort Smith. He 
entered the Navy cn April 5, 1944, and received boot 
training at San Diego, California, later being sent 
to the Hawaiian Islands on June 18, 1944, where he 
was in charge of baking, and manager of the Of- 
ficer’s Cafe. Among his decorations for meritorious 
service is the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon. Petty Officer 
Bennett was honorably discharged from the service 
on December 13, 1945, at Memphis. He and his 
wife, Helen, are the parents of two sons. 


3.—T/5 John Martin Piles, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. R. 
Fuqua, was born September 12, 1921, at Hon, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending Fort 
Smith and Clarksville High Schools, afterwards be- 
ing employed as taxi driver and cook. Entering the 
Army Ordnance Dept. June 18, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, later attending 
Q.M. Basic Auto Mechanic School, where he quali- 
fied for automobile mechanic and cook. After almost 
five months’ training in the United States, he was 
sent to Casablanca, Africa, November 2, 1942, and 
saw service in the Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Southern France, and Germany campaigns. 
Corporal Piles qualified for rifle sharpshooter July 
24, 1942, and was awarded five Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, July 
29, 1945, returning to Fort Smith, where he lives 
with his wife, Imajean. 


4.—Pfe. Herbert L. Weldon, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
I. F. Weldon of Van Buren, Arkansas, was born at 
Havana, Arkansas, on July 26, 1919. Educated in 
the Oak Grove and Van Buren Public Schools, he was 
a service station operator and truck driver until 
entering the Army on June 5, 1944. Private Weldon 
received Infantry basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and served seven months in this country 
before he was sent to the Pacific in December 1944. 
During his 13 months overseas with the 43rd In- 
fantry Division, he took part in the Leyte and Luzon 
campaigns in the Philippines and also saw service 
in Japan after the end of the war, with the 9th 
Infantry Division. Wounded in the Philippines, he 
was awarded the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 
February 17, 1946. He and his wife, Louise, have 
one child. 


5.—Watertender 2/c Horace C. Cartwright, son of 
Mrs. Bess Griffin, was born in Cleburne, Teaxs, on 
November 5, 1915, and moved to Arkansas in 1921. 
He received his education in the Van Buren, Ark- 
ansas, Publie Schools, after which he was employed 
by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. He entered 
service in the Navy Seabees on September 25, 1943, 
receiving boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
] attending 40 MM Anti-aircraft School. 


and later 
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During his 25 months of service, he was attached 
to the 20th and 8rd Naval Construction Regiments, 
and the 10th and 130th Naval Construction Bat- 
talions. He served overseas for a total of 20 months, 
taking part in the invasion of Okinawa and serving 
on the Islands of Ohua and Saipan. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars 
denoting his engagements, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, on “November 24, 
1945. He and his wife, Dorothy, and their child live 
in Van Buren, Arkansas. 


6.—T/4 Neal Fuller is the son of Mrs. Geneva Fuller 
of Huntington, Arkansas, where he was born on 
June 28, 1915. He attended the Huntington Schools 
and Mansfield High School and was employed by 
the Post Engineers at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
until entering military service on February 2, 1944. 
After completing basic training at Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana, he was sent with his unit, the 1498th 
Engineer Co. to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in Au- 
gust, 1944. Overseas more than 18 months, Sergeant 
Fuller was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Unit Service 
Award, and the Victory Ribbon. He returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged on 
March 8, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He is 
the father of a son. 


7.—Pfc. Joseph Robert Austin, son of Fulton Elisha 
and Josephine McMurdo Austin, was born April 25, 
1921, at Tulsa, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 
1928. After receiving his education by attending 
Waldron High School, he enlisted in the Army 
(Guard and Service Co.), October 26, 1940, and re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, 
specializing as tailor and litter bearer. After serving 
over four years in the United States, he was sent 
to the Asiatic-Pacific theater February 17, 1945, and 
participated in Southern Philippine, Leyte, and 
Mindanao campaigns. Private Austin qualified for 
rifle and sub-machine gun marksman and pistol 
sharpshooter and was awarded Unit Citation and the 
Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States 
December 17, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Leavenworth, December 29, 1945. He and his 
wife, Marion, live in Waldron with their child. 


8.—Pfc. Lester W. Tucker, son of William A. and 
Gertrude Tucker, was born at Boothe, Arkansas, 
February 27, 1927. He received his education by 
attending Abbott, Lucas, and Waldron Public Schools. 
Entering the Army Air Corps June 18, 1945, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
qualifying for auto mechanic, blacksmith and ma- 
chinist. Private Tucker served six months attached 
to 436th A.A.F. Bn., and received the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged December 21, 
1945, and reenlisted at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 


9.—S/Sgt. Dollie W. Tucker, daughter of William A. 
and Gertrude Tucker, was born June 22, 1918, at 
Keota, Oklahoma. She received her education by 
attending Mansfield and Waldron, Arkansas, Pub- 
lic Schools, afterwards being employed by Wortz 
Biscuit Co., Fort Smith, Arkansas. Enlisting in the 
Women’s Army Corps in November 1942, she re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa, later 
attending Adjutant General’s School, Ft. Sam Hous- 
ton, Texas, and Recruiting School, Ft. Des Moines, 
where she specialized in recruiting. Sergeant Tucker 
served three years with the 4852nd Service Com- 
mand Unit. She qualified for typist and file clerk 
and has received WAAC, Good Conduct, American 
Theater, and World War II Victory Ribbons. She 
reenlisted in the service and, according to last report, 
was staioned at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


10.—M/Set. Sam W. Tucker, son of William A. and 
Gertrude Tucker, was born at Boothe, Arkansas, Oc- 
tober 14, 1916. He received his education by attend- 
ing Abbott Grade and Waldron High Schools. En- 
listing in the Army Air Corps May 14, 1941, he 
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received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and by attending Airplane Mechanics’ School 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, qualified for airplane me- 
chanie and flight chief. He was sent to England 
August 6, 1942, attached to 64th Troop Carrier 
Group. He served in Algerian, Tunisia, Sicilian, 
Naples-Foggia, Southern France, Rome-Arno, North- 
ern Apennies, Po Valley, Southern Germany, and 
Imphal Valley (C.B.I.) campaigns. He has received 
World War II Victory Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, European Theater of Operations Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Air Medal with one Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct Medal, American De- 
fense Ribbon, Unit Citation and 10 Bronze Battle 
Stars. Discharged November 22, 1945, Sergeant 
Tucker reenlisted for further service at Barksdale 
Field, Louisiana. 


11.—Pfe. Don Glee Chapman, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. P. Chapman, was born at Calvin, Oklahoma. He 
received his education in the Calvin Public Schools, 
after which he owned and operated a cafe at Alma, 
Arkansas. Private Chapman entered the Infantry 
October 16, 1944, and received basic training at Camp 
Robinson. After five and a half months service 
with the 38th Division in the States, he was sent 
to the Philippine Islands March 30, 1945, to par- 
ticipate in the Leyte, New Guinea and Luzon cam- 
paigns. Among other decorations, he was awarded 
the Expert Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, December 8, 1945, and returned 
to Alma, where he lives with his wife, Myra, and 
their child. 


12.—Cpl. Guy Brown, son of Mary Gertrude and Tony 
Auston Brown, was born April 17, 1920, at Waveland, 
Arkansas. After receiving his education by attending 
Waldron High School, he enlisted in the Marine 
Corps November 7, 1941. Receiving boot training 
at San Diego, California, he later attended Demoli- 
tion and Rifle Instructors Schools, qualifying for 
demolition specialist and rifle instructor. Se -ving 
two and a half years attached to Rifle Range -‘e- 
tachment, he departed January 5, 1942, for Americau 
Samoa Islands, later participating in the Guadal- 
canal campaigns and consolidation of the Southern 
Solomon Islands. Corporal Brown qualified for ex- 
pert pistol and rifleman in March 1944, and was 
awarded two Presidential Citations, American De- 
fense Ribbon, Southwest Pacific Ribbon with two 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Quantico, Virginia, November 15, 1945. 
Corporal Brown has reenlisted for three years. 


13.—Seaman 1/c J. R. Brown, son of Mary Gertrude 
and Tony Auston Brown of Waldron, Arkansas, was 
born at Millard, Arkansas, May 21, 1925. He at- 
tended Waldron High School before entering the 
Navy in August 1943. He completed boot training at 
San Diego, California, and after only two months 
in this country was given sea duty aboard the trans- 
port U.S.S. Mount Vernon. Seaman Brown served 
with this ship for more than two and a half years 
of foreign service and saw action in the battle for 
Tarawa. He made a total of 21 crossings of the 
Pacific while his ship was engaged in transporting 
troops and supplies. Wearer of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater, and Victory Rib- 
bons, he was honorably discharged at Lido Beach, 
Long Island, New York, on March 2, 1946. 


14.—Flight Officer Eugene Bennett Isaacks, son of 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Isaacks of Alma, Arkansas, 
was born at Fort Smith, Arkansas, June 12, 1918. 
He attended Alma High School and was a carpenter 
until enlisting in the Regular Army on October 22, 
1939. He was trained at Moffett Field, California, 
and then attended Mechanic’s School and became an 
aviation mechanic. Flight Officer Isaacks then was 
selected for training as a pilot, and after attending 
several pilot’s schools received his commission on 
November 20, 1944. He was already a veteran of 
more than 10 months of overseas service, taking 
part in the Middle East and African campaigns in 
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as" At 
1942 and 1943, He had also seen service on Ascen-— 
sion Island in the South Atlantic. After almost six 
years of military service, ct 
duty at Tucson, Arizona, on October 13, 1945. He 
and his wife, the former Blanche Butler, are the 
parents of one daughter. 


15.—Ens. Stan Arthur Isaacks, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Arthur Isaacks of Alma, Arkansas, was born 
at Atchinson, Kansas, October 30, 1921, and -moved 
with his parents to Arkansas that same year. He 
attended Alma High School, and was employed as a 
clerk by the Sears-Roebuck Company until entering 
the Navy Seabees on November 19, 1943. He com- 
pleted boot training at Wilmington and Norfolk, 
Virginia, and then transferred to the Navy. Ensign 
Isaacks received further training at the University 
of North Carolina, Lido Beach, New York, and How- 
ard, New York, and became an administration 
specialist. After two years in this country he was 
sent to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in September 1945, 
and served on Okinawa before going to Japan where 
he was stationed at last report received, with the 
Army of Occupation of Japan. He expected to be 
discharged sometime in 1946. 








16.—Seaman 1/e Calvin Lorraine Rutlege, son of 
Joseph Heber and Lela Gearldine Rutlege, was born 
at Buffalo, Kansas, November 26, 1911, moving to 
Arkansas in 1923. He attended grade school at 
Quinton, Oklahoma, and high school at Van Buren, 
Arkansas. He was employed as hoist operator and 
truck driver, before being inducted in the service. 
He received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Gunner’s Mate School there. After 
serving six months in this country he was sent to 
Milne Bay, New Guinea, and served 11 months in the 
South Pacific, seeing action in Lingayen Gulf, on 
Okinawa and Saka Shima. For these campaigns he 
holds the Asiatic-Pacific, American Theater and 
Victory Ribbons. Seaman Rutlege returned to the 
States October 21, 1945, and was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, Tennessee, November 1, 1945. 
He now resides at Van Buren, with his wife, Jose- 
phine Louise, and their children. 


17.—Pfe. Charles Richard Baldenweck, son of Ger- 
trude C. and C. M. Baldenweck, was born April 21, 
1926, in St. Louis, Missouri, moving to Arkansas 
in 1940. He attended St. Peter’s School in Joplin, 
Missouri; Our Lady of Good Council, Kansas City, 
Missouri; Lindenwood and Sutton Schools, St. Louis, 
Missouri; and Van Buren High School, Van Buren, 
Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Corps March 
14, 1944, he was called to active duty November 
17, 1944, and reported to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He was sent to Keesler Field, Mississippi, for basic 
training, and to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to Radio 
Operator-Mechanic School. He graduated from Scott 
Field, Illinois, receiving diploma and wings and 
qualifying as sharpshooter and radio operator. He 
also served at Greensboro, North Carolina, and 
Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, before being sent 
on October 23, 1945, to LaHavre, Chateau Thierry, 
and Villancoublay (Paris), France. Private Balden- 
weck was a member of the orchestra and band and, 
according to last report received was still in service 
in Paris. His home is in Van Buren. 


18.—2nd Lt. Dewey Max Wooten, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dewey M. Wooten of Mansfield, Arkansas, 
was born at Ione, Arkansas, on June 20, 1922. He 
attended Mansfield High School and enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps on July 10, 1940. He completed 
basic training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and 
then attended Mechanics’ School. He also attended 
the Boeing Flying Fortress School and B-?5 Combat 
Crew School after receiving his wings anc commis- 
sion in the Flying Cadet Program. Lic tenant 
Wooten served as pilot in the Training Co1.1mand 
and also was attached to the 1st Air Force for the 
duration of his five and a half years in the military 
service. He has elected to remain in the Air Corps, 
and is now stationed at Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
He and his wife, the former Wilma Inez Rainwater, 
are the parents of one child. 






he was placed on inactive — 7 


19.—Cpl. James Andrew Wooten, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Wooten, of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born on 
January 23, 1925, at Booneville, Arkansas. Educated 
at Mansfield High School, he entered the Marine 
Corps on May 18, 1943, and was sent to San Diego, 
California, for boot training. Corporal Wooten at- 
tended Sea School and was assigned to the Marine 
Detachment aboard the U.S.S. North Carolina. Ar- 
riving in the South Pacific in September 1943, he 
took part in the operations of New Guinea, Gilbert 
Islands, Marshall Islands, the Philippines, Iwo Jima, 
and Okinawa, and raids on the Marianas Islands, 
Saipan, Tinian, and the Mainland of Japan. Overseas 
more than two years, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with 11 Battle Stars and served with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan. He was honor- 
ably discharged on November 4, 1945, at Great 
Lakes, Illinois. 
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20.—Pyvt. Rex Farmer Wooten, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Wooten, of Mansfield, Arkansas, was born on 
September 28, 1920, at Ione, Arkansas. After com- 
pleting his education at Mansfield High School he 
enlisted in the Regular Army on August 6, 1940. 
Sent to Ft. Wordan, Washington, for basic training, 
he became a machine gunner and served almost five 
years with the 104th Anti-aircraft Artillery in this 
country before he was sent to the Philippine Islands 
in January 1945. Overseas six months, he took part 
in the fighting on Leyte and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Battle Star and the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star. A 


veteran of more than five years of military service, 
he was honorably discharged on November 26, 1945, 
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. His wife is the former 
Janice Thomson. 


JOE E. RICE 


2nd Lt. Jack Alvin Rice, son of Mrs. Mary Catherines Rice of Van Buren, 
Arkansas, was born at Alma, Arkansas, on December 30, 1921. After 
graduating from Van Buren High School, and with 14 months’ experience 
in the Arkansas National Guard, he entered the 142nd Field Artillery on 
January 6, 1941, and attained the rank of sergeant. In December 1941, 
Sergeant Rice transferred to the 81st Tank Destroyer Bn., and held the 
rank of staff sergeant at the time he was sent to Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
in December 1942, to attend Officer Candidate School. Here he received a 
commission as second lieutenant and held that rank during the remainder 
of his military service. Holder of Sharpshooter Medals (rifle, pistol and 
machine gun), Lieutenant Rice was retired to inactive status at Camp 
Fanning, Texas, April 7, 1944. 





JESSE M. RICE 
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Pfc. Joe Ed Rice, son of Mrs. Mary Catherine Rice of 1217 Mary 
Allen, St., Van Buren, Arkansas, was born at Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, on May 16, 1915. After graduating from Van Buren High 
School, he was employed as a brakeman by the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad prior to his entrance into the Marine Corps on April 
18, 1944. Following boot training at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, 
California, for four months, Private Pendleton was sent overseas 
and engaged in the fighting on Okinawa with his unit, Co. F, 2nd 
Bn., 1st Marines. He landed on Okinawa on the morning of 
Easter Sunday, 1945, and fought heroically in this battle until 
he was killed in action on May 23, 1945. The exploits of this 
gallant American and the many others who, like him, made the 
supreme sacrifice for their country, will live in the memory of a 
grateful nation. Among his decorations are the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, and 
the Order of the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. He is 
survived by his mother; his wife, Pauline Harvey Rice, and two 
children. 





JACK A. RICE 


Storekeeper 3/c Jesse Morgan Rice, son of Mrs. Mary Catherine Rice of 
Van Buren, Arkansas, was born at Huntsville, Alabama, on March 3, 1917. 
He moved to Arkansas with his family in 1920, and completed his educa- 
tion in the Van Buren schools. Employed as a shipping and receiving 
clerk by the Sears and Roebuck Company at Fort Smith, he entered the 
Navy on March 2, 1944. Upon completion of his boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho, he attended special schools at Farragut and became expert at dis- 
bursing. A veteran of two years’ service with Carrier Aircraft Service 
Unit 6, he was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, California, April 2, 
1946. He and his wife, the former Mary Louise Boatman, are the parents 
of one child. 
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Pvt. Ozell J. Kirksey, son of Dr. and Mrs. Odell J. Kirksey, was 
born at Mulberry, Arkansas, on February 1, 1924. He graduated 
from Mulberry High School and was a pre-medical student at 
the University of Arkansas, when he volunteered for service in 
January 1943. He entered the Infantry and Air Corps as a pri- 
vate June 12, 1948, receiving basic training at Camp Wolters 
and Sheppard Field, Texas. Qualified as expert marksman, he 
was sent to the European Theater of Operations in May 1944, 
and participated in the Normandy and Rhineland campaigns. 
Private Kirksey was wounded in the battle of St. Lo, France, 
and hospitalized in England for four months. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart on July 11, 1944. Returning to active duty 
November 20, 1944, he was killed in action at Dillengen, Ger- 
many, December 7, 1944. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
- that'a man lay down his life for his friends.” 








OZELL J. KIRKSEY 








ok 


. (i. 2.) Barrelle N. Addis, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Addis of Van Buren, 
ene: was born at Fort Smith, Arkansas, on March 6, 1920. He 
attended Van Buren High School, Fort Smith Junior College and Ouachita 
College, and was employed as a ‘high school teacher at Arkadelphia and 
DeQueen, Arkansas, until entering the Navy on July 2, 1942. Sent to 
Columbia University ( New York City) for boot training, he later attended 
Naval Training School at Miami, Florida, and was commissioned on October 
21, 1942, as a deck officer, qualified for general deck service. Later he at- 
tended Fleet Sound School (San Diego, California), and qualified as a 
sound officer in anti-submarine warfare on January 1, 1945. Lieutenant 
Addis served a total of 23 months of foreign service in the Central and 
South Pacific theaters and saw extensive action, including the campaigns 
of Guadalcanal, Munda, New Georgia and Vella Lavella. Among his 
awards he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars de- 
noting his engagements, and the Bronze Star Medal. He was relieved of 
active duty on June 15, 1945, at San Francisco. BARRELLE N. ADDIS 





Yeoman 2/c Frank R. Addis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence J. Addis of Van 
Buren, Arkansas, was born at Fort Smith on July 8, 1925. He attended 
Van Buren High School and was a motion picture operator until entering 
the Navy on May 20, 1943. After completing boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, where he was honor man of his training company, he attended 
special schools at Arkansas A. & M. and Louisiana Tech and was assigned 
to the Navy Submarine Force of the Pacific Fleet. Arriving in Hawaii in 
October 1944, he spent 15 months overseas, and holds the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon and American Theater Ribbon. Yeoman Addis was serving 
aboard the U.S.S. Anthedon according to last report, and expected to be 
discharged in May, 1946. 


FRANK R. ADDIS 
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M/Sgt. John J. Rownak, son of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Rownak of Ansonia, 
Connecticut, was born in Ansonia on January 5, 1917. ‘Le was educated 
at Assumption School and Pine High School and was em.loyed as a bar- 
tender until entering military service on April 15, 1941. Sent to Camp 
Edwards, Massachusetts, for basic training, he was late assigned to 
administrative N.C.O. duty. After three and a half years in this country, 
he arrived overseas with his unit, the 14th Armored Division, and during 
the 11 months he served overeseas, he participated in the Rhineland and 
Central European campaigns and later served three months with the Army 
of Occuaption. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal, the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged October 24, 1945, at Hot Springs. 





JOHN J. ROWNAK 


T/5 James A. Coleman, son of Mrs. Ida F. Coleman of Alma, Arkansas, 
was born at Alma on December 24, 1918. After completing his education 
at Alma High School and Arkansas Tech (Russellville), he was employed 
as a lineman by the Western Union Telegraph Company prior to entering 
military service on February 5, 1941. He received basic training at Camp 
Robinson and after one year in this country, he arrived with his unit, the 
153rd Infantry, on Umnak Island in the Aleutians. Overseas two years, 
he took part in the Aleutian campaign and is the holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, American Defense Ribbon, 
and a personal commendation from his battalion commander. He was 
honorably discharged from the service on September 27, 1945, at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky. 






JAMES A. COLEMAN 


Electrician’s Mate 1/c William E. Coleman, son of Mrs. Ida F. Coleman 
of Alma, Arkansas, was born at Alma on August 25, 1916. He attended 
Franklin Technical Institute in Boston, Massachusetts, and was employed 
as electrician prior to entering the Coast Guard on July 15, 1942. Sent to 
New Orleans for boot training, he later attended Electrical School at 
Boston, Massachusetts, and after two years in this country, he arrived in 
the Pacific theater in mid-summer, 1944, and during the 16 months he 
was overseas, participated in the extensive action in the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater, including the Philippine campaign. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal, Mate Coleman 
was honorably discharged from the service on November 13, 1945, at New 
Orleans. He and his wife, Mary E. Coleman, are the parents of two children. 





WILLIAM E. COLEMAN 


Sgt. John Farris Coleman, son of Mrs. Ida Farris Coleman, was born April 
10, 1915, in Alma, Arkansas. He attended Alma High School and Harding 
College, afterwards being engaged as clerk in the Commercial Bank of 
Alma. Entering the Air Corps in July 1942, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Radio School and Gunnery School 
at Madison, Wisconsin, and Ft. Myers, Florida. Sergeant Coleman served 
as aerial gunner instructor and was killed in an airplane crash in November 
1944, at Ft. Myers. He is survived by his mother and his wife, Mary 
Francis. 


Be 3 ie ‘ ie : % 
JOHN F. COLEMAN 
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Lt. (s. g.) Horace Zed Gant, son of Ida E. and George W. Gant, was born 
April 1, 1914, in Van Buren, Arkansas. He attended University of Arkansas 
and Law School, afterwards being engaged as assistant prosecuting at- 
torney for 15th Judicial District, in general law practice, and as attorney 
for War Relocation Authority in Washington, D. C. Entering the Naval 
Reserve September 25, 19438, he received boot training at Princeton Uni- 
versity, Princeton, New Jersey, and attended Gunnery and Anti-aircraft 
Training Schools at Gulfport, Mississippi, and Shell Beach, Louisiana, 
qualifying as gunnery officer (limited deck officer), and legal officer. 
Lieutenant Gant served for 11 months in the United States and departed 
April 1, 1944, for a year and nine months of overseas duty. He was 
awarded American Theater, European-North African Theater, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbons. He lives in Van Buren, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Imogene, and their children. 





HORACE Z. GANT 


Pfe. Albert C. Huckelbury, son of Mrs. and Mrs. Albert C. Huckelbury of 
Van Buren, Arkansas, was born at Van Buren on October 19, 1925. He 
attended Van Buren High School and the University of Arkansas before 
entering the Army Air Corps on May 6, 1944. He received basic training 
as an aviation cadet at Sheppard Field, Texas, and was later sent to Scott 
Field, Illinois, for training as a teletype operator, attached to the 3505th 
Air Force Base Unit. Among his military decorations, Private Huckelbury 
holds two Marksman’s Medals (carbine and .45 caliber pistol), and service 
awards. He was honorably discharged at Scott Field on November 23, 
1945. 





ALBERT C. HUCKELBURY 


Lt. Otie V. Hunter, Jr., is the son of Jessie Carrie and Otie V. Hunter, Sr., 
of Van Buren, Arkansas, where he was born on April 8, 1925. After com- 
pleting his education at Van Buren High School he was employed by the 
United States Engineers at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, until entering the 
Army Air Corps on September 3, 1943. Lieutenant Hunter served basic 
training at Amarillo Army Air Field, Texas, and then was sent to the 
Navigation School at Ellington Field, Texas. He was commissioned as a 
navigator and bombardier and specialized in the use of radar. He served 
28 months in this country as a member of the Flying Training Command. 
Lieutenant Hunter has reenlisted in the Army Air Corps and is now 
stationed at San Antonio, Texas. 





OTIE V. HUNTER, JR. 


Lt. Joe Leon Shaffer, son of Harlan Leon and Cora Anne Shaffer of 
Chester, Arkansas, was born September 28, 1907, at Center Point, Indiana, 
moving to Arkansas in July 1921. After receiving his education by attend- 
ing Siloam Springs Public Schools, he entered the Navy January 26, 1927, 
receiving boot training at Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Virginia, and 
specializing in Naval supply. Lieutenant Shaffer served aboard ships in 
United States waters for over 12 years, and his participation in World War 
II included air action off Bougainville; Salamaua-Lae raid; battle of Mid- 
way; Buin-Faisi-Tonolai raid; air group attack on Santa Isabel in the 
Guadalcanal area (with the U.S.S. Hornet) ; Santa Cruz Islands campaign ; 
first landing at Aola Bay; and battles at Guadalcanal, Tassafaronga, and 
Okinawa. He received the Victory Ribbon, American | Defense Ribbon, i 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with a 
eight Bronze Stars. According to last report he was on duty as clothing os 
officer at Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland. Nr tore 
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CHARLES C. BRADFORD 


T/Sgt. Jean Jaques Mignolet, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jean J. Mignolet of 
Denver, Colorado, was born at Casper, Wyoming, on August 23, 1919, and 
received his education at St. Edmund’s Hall, Nauvoo, Illinois. Entering 
the Army in April 1938, he received his basic training at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, and later was assigned to duty in the Medical Corps. 
Sergeant Mignolet arrived in the European-African-Middle Eastern Thea- 
ter in May 1944, and served for eight months on that front. Recipient of 
the American Theater Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal with Clasp, 
Sergeant Mignolet was honorably discharged from the Hospital Center, 
Camp Carson, Colorado, on September 15, 1945. He and his wife, Mary 


Cathryn, have one child. 





WILLIAM C. GIBSON 


Pfc. John Virgil Gibson, Jr., is the son of. John Virgil and Agnes Ruth 
Gibson of Charleston, Arkansas, where he was born on July 27, 1920. 
After graduation from Charleston High School, he was employed as a 
physical education teacher, truck driver and filling station operator until 
entering military service on October 14, 1942. After completing his basic 
training at Walnut Ridge Air Base at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, he attended 
the School of Engineering Drafting at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and became 
a physical training instructor and clerk for the Army Air Corps. A veteran 
of three years with the Air Forces, Private Gibson holds the Good Conduct 
Medal as well as the Marksman Medal for the pistol and the Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for the carbine. He was honorably discharged on November 16, 
1945, at Patterson Field, Ohio. He and his wife, Vivian Christine, have two 


children. 
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M/Sgt. Charles Clinton Bradford, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Bradford 
of Charleston, Arkansas, was born on December 28, 1916, at Port Arthur, 
Texas. He completed his education at Charleston High School and was 
employed by the Gulf Oil Corporation and engaged in farming until enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps on December 19, 1939. Sent to Brooks Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he became a Link trainer operator and mechanic 
and served four and a half years with the Central Flying Command in this 
country before arriving in the European theater in April 1944. Overseas 
a total of more than 19 months, he participated in the Normandy and 
Northern France campaigns and the general air offensive of Europe, and 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Plaque, American Defense Service 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars and the Victory Medal. Sergeant Bradford is a member of 
the Regular Army and will remain in the service. He is now stationed at 
the Fort Worth Army Air Field, Fort Worth, Texas, with the 17th Training 
Wing, Heavy Bombardment Group of the 2nd Air Force. 






ry 
JEAN J. MIGNOLET 


T/Sgt. William Clieve Gibson, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Virgil Gibson, was 
born at Charleston, Arkansas, on December 10, 1921, and following gradu- 
ation from high school there worked for the Charleston Canning Com- 
pany prior to entering the Army Air Corps on November 20, 1940. Fol- 
lowing basic training at Selfridge Field, Michigan, and later attendance 
at a specialized Armament School, he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
early in 1942 and attached to the 7th Fighter Sqdn., 49th Fighter Group, 
5th Air Force. During the 29 months he served overseas, this gallant 
airman engaged in the Darwin, Papuan, Lae and Hollandia campaigns and 
the battles of Buna Mission, Bismarck Sea and Biak, among many other 
struggles. On the morning of June 12, 1944, Sergeant Gibson made the 
supreme sacrifice for his country, being killed in action at Biak. In recog- 
nition of his valiant service to a grateful nation, he was the recipient of 
two Presidential Citations, American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge 
and the Order of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumously.) 





JOHN V. GIBSON, JR. 
[ 950 ] 











home is in Clarksville, Arkansas. 





CLARENCE R. KEMP 





Maj. John Burl Webb is the son of Miles Jackson and Amanda Davis Webb 
of Lamar, Arkansas, where he was born on January 31, 1904. He attended 
Lamar High School, Arkansas Tech at Russellville, and received his A.B. 
degree from the College of the Ozarks at Clarksville, Arkansas. A captain 
with the National Guard, he entered active military duty on January 6, 
1941, and attended the Field Artillery Reserve Officer’s Course at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma. Assigned to the 142nd Field Artillery, Major Webb arrived 
in North Africa in August 1948, and remained overseas for one year, 
taking part in the Italian campaigns of Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno. 
He was released from active duty on October 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Lucy Lorene Shayer, have one son. 





WILLIAM R. HUNT, JR. 
Po5r | 
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JOHN B. WEBB 


Sgt. Clarence R. Kemp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Kemp, was 
born May 21, 1926, in Spadra, Arkansas. He attended Spadra 
and Clarksville Schools. Entering the Infantry September 11, 
1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 
He departed March 25, 1945, for Northern Luzon and, according 
to last report received, was still in service at Osaka, Japan. His 





ih t. William R. Hunt, Jr., is the son of William R. and Norma B. Hunt 
at PaaS Arkansas, where he was born on September 26, 1919. He 
attended Clarksville High School, Hendrix College and the College of the 
Ozarks at Clarksville. Entering the Army Air Corps on January 14, 1941, 
he completed basic training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and became a 
sergeant-major. In September 1942, he arrived with his unit, the 154th 
Observation Sqdn., in England, and later went with that unit to North 
Africa. Overseas a total of 32 months, he saw action in the Algeria- 
Morocco, Tunisian, Rome-Arno, Germany and Southern France campaigns 
and the air combat over the Balkans and Europe. He was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation and the European Theater Ribbon with seven 
Battle Stars. He was returned to this country and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 21, 1945. He and his wife, the 
former Alma Bean, are the parents of one child. 
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Lt. George L. Hardgrave, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. George L. Hardgrave of 
801 West Sevier Street, Clarksville, Arkansas, was born May 7, 1916. He 
attended Clarksville Public Schools, Ouachita College and University of 
Arkansas. Lieutenant Hardgrave entered the Navy July 10, 1943, and 
received boot training at Hollywood, Florida, and later attended N.A.F. 
school at Pensacola, Florida, where he was a surgeon. He served in the 
United States 13 months before leaving for the Carribean area, August 10, 
1944. Lieutenant Hardgrave participated in the European campaign and 
returned to the United States in November 1945. He was honorably dis- 
charged July 11, 1946, at Los Angeles, California. He and his wife, Betty, 
have two children. 





G. L. HARDGRAVE, JR. 


Lt. Col. Robert M. Taylor, son of Lillie Gray and James Mack Taylor of 
Clarksville, Arkansas, was born at Clarksville on September 15, 1905. 
He graduated from Clarksville High School and attended the College of 
the Ozarks. Colonel Taylor entered military service on December 23, 1940, 
as company commander of Co. E, 153rd Infantry of the Arkansas National 
Guard. He trained at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and at the Infantry 
School at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, and became an intelligence officer. On 
March 2, 1942, he was sent with his unit to Ft. Glenn, Umnak Island, 
Alaska, and remained overseas for a total of more than 33 months. He 
saw action in the Aleutian campaign and later served on Adak Island. 
Holder of the American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon, he was returned to this country and was released from active 
duty at the Army and Navy General Hospital at Hot Springs on April 6, 
1946. His wife is the former Eleanor Hack. 





ROBERT M. TAYLOR 


S/Sgt. Earle H. Hunt, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earle H. Hunt of 
Clarksville, Arkansas, where he was born on September 25, 1918. He 
attended the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and Hendrix College 
at Conway, Arkansas. Sergeant Hunt was a student at the time he entered 
active service with the Army Air Corps on October 5, 1942. He received 
basic training at Lincoln, Nebraska, and served three vears and four 
months as a medical administration specialist as a member of Sqdn. E, 
Lincoln Army Air Field, Lincoln, Nebraska. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on February 17, 1946. He and his wife, 
Helen, have one son. 





EARLE H. HUNT, JR. 


Chief Electrician Leonard Wallace Hutchison, son of the late Lily Wallace 

and John Leonard Hutchison of Van Buren, Arkansas, was born at Van 
Buren on August 3, 1895. He attended the Van Buren schools and enlisted 

in the Navy in June 1913. Chief Hutchison served his Navy training period 

at Mare Island Navy Yard, Mare Island, California, and saw 14 years of 
active service in the Navy. He was retired from the Navy in 1927 and 
remained in the Philippine Islands. He was in the Philippines when he was 
recalled to active duty in September 1941. He worked in the Naval shops 

at Cavite Navy Yard until the fall of the Philippines, when he was cap- 
tured by the Japanese. This veteran sailor remained a Japanese prisoner 
until February 3, 1945. He was then killed by the Japanese on February §& 
10, 1945, in the Philippines. He had given 18 years of faithful service to » 
his country. 





LEONARD W. HUTCHISON 
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M/Sgt. Charles Steward Adams, son of Mrs. Caroline Steward Adams of 
Clarksville, Arkansas, was born at Alma, Arkansas, on August 12, 1914. He 
attended Clarksville High School and Draughon’s Business College and was 
a cotton ginner and bookkeeper for the J. D. Adams Machinery Company 
at Dallas, Texas, until entering the Army Air Force on December 15, 1941. 
Sergeant Adams completed basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
then received special instruction at Sheppard Field, Chanute Field, Illinois; 
Boeing Aircraft at Seattle, Washington; and Lowry Field, Colorado. He 
became a flight engineer and served three years in this country with the 
357th Bomb Sqdn. In July 1945, he was sent to Guam in the Pacific theater 
and took part in the air campaign against Japan and the Eastern Mandate 
Islands. Overseas five months, he won the Air Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon and the American 
Theater Ribbon. Sergeant Adams has reenlisted for three years with the 
Regular Army. 





CHARLES S. ADAMS 


Sgt. William Sherman Rader, Jr., son of Mrs. Florence Klink Rader and Dr. 
William Sherman Rader, Sr., was born at Broken Bow, Oklahoma, April 12, 
1921. He received his education by attending Cleveland Avenue School, 
Camden; Camden Junior High and Clarksville High Schools, and College 
of the Ozarks, after which he was engaged as a journalist. Entering the 
Army Air Corps June 8, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas. After serving in the United States one year, Sergeant Rader was 
sent to Lae, New Guinea, and served in the New Guinea, Southern Philip- 
pines, and Luzon campaigns. He received Marksmanship and Sharpshooter 
Medals and was awarded World War II Victory and American Theater 
Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 
Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star, 
and Meritorious Unit Award. After serving approximately three months 
with the Army of Occupation, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 4, 1946. He lives in Clarksville. 
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WILLIAM S. RADER, JR. 


Sgt. George C. Leeds is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Leeds of Clarks- 
ville, Arkansas, and was born in Johnson County on September 22, 1911. 
After completing his education in the Clarksville schools, he entered mili- 
tary service on February 18, 1942, and received basic training at Camp 
Robinson. Arriving in Honolulu, Hawaii, in May 1942, he qualified as an 
Infantry communications sergeant, and saw extensive service in the South 
Pacific area during the 41 months he served overseas, including the New 
Guinea and Philippine campaigns. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars and two Bronze Arrowheads denoting invasions, he was honor- 
ably discharged on October 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





GEORGE C. LEEDS 


es Robert Fontaine is the son of Mrs. E. H. Fontaine and 
ee Bee cr atille, Arkansas, on December 5, 1914. He received his 
education at Clarksville High School, College of the Ozarks and the ee 
versity of Arkansas before entering the Navy on January 2; 1942. e 
received boot training at Northwestern University, Chicago, and became a 
line officer aboard a destroyer. Arriving in the South Pacific area in 
January 1943, he saw a total of 32 months of overseas duty and took part 
in the invasion and occupation of Vella Lavella, Bougainville and Green 
Island (all in the Solomon Islands group), the Bismarck prenipelag opis 
paign, the first battle of the Philippine Sea and the battle of aay \ coe 
and Iwo Jima, as well as the attack on the mainland of oleate aes 
his decorations is listed the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, ya foe : 
Stars denoting all of his engagements. He was reverted to inactive status 


on November 14, 1945, at Memphis. 








JAMES R. FONTAINE 
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Cpl. George Edward Brooke, son of Mrs. Mittie Mae Brooke and the late 
George Edward Brooke, of Clarksville, Arkansas, was born at Morrilton, 
Arkansas, on July 28, 1915. He attended Russellville High School and 
College of the Ozarks, and was employed as a clerk by the Palace Drug Store 
at Clarksville prior to entering military service on August 8, 1942, at Camp 
Robinson. Sent to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, for basic training, he later 
received laboratory training at William Beaumont General Hospital, El 
Paso, Texas. A veteran of over three years’ service as a laboratory tech- 
nician with the Medical Corps, he received the Good Conduct Medal and 
other awards in recognition of his meritorious service. Corporal Brooke 
was honorably discharged from the service on October 29, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Laura Belle, have one son. 





GEORGE E. BROOKE 


Set. F. Logan Pritchett is the son of John Leroy and Joyce Logan Prit- 
chett of Clarksville, Arkansas, where he was born on August 7, 1924. He 
attended Clarksville High School and the College of the Ozarks, and was a 
professional magician and news editor for the Clarksville Herald-Democrat 
until entering the Army on July 10, 1943. Assigned to the Infantry, he 
completed basic training at North Camp Hood, Texas, and served in this 
country with the 389th Infantry. In April 1944, he was sent to Hawaii, 
where he performed as a magician at Army and Navy hospitals. In May 
1945, he became a staff member of the “Stars and Stripes,” the Army 
daily newspaper. He served on this until it was discontinued in January 
1946. Overseas a total of 22 months, he holds the Good Conduct Medal, 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on March 9, 1946. 





F. LOGAN PRITCHETT 


Radarman 2/c Loren Everette Holloway, son of lola and Charlie Harvey 
Holloway, was born May 15, 1925, in Center Ridge, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Clarksville Grade and High Schools, afterwards being engaged as 
lumber grader for H. R. Pierce Mill Company of Clarksville. Entering the 
Navy May 12, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Radar Operator’s School at Point Loma, qualifying in radar. 
He departed November 28, 1944, for sea duty in the Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for a year and three months, par- 
ticipating in the invasion of Okinawa. Radarman Holloway was honorably 
discharged May 9, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to Clarks- 
ville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Helen Louise. 





LOREN E. HOLLOWAY 


Ist/Sgt. Orville Earle Garrett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earle Garrett of 
Clarksville, Arkansas, where he was born on January 5, 1913. He attended 
the Clarksville schools and received a B.S. degree from the College of the 
Ozards in 1935. Having entered the National Guard on March 30, 1931, he 
was called to active duty on December 23, 1940, and received his basic 
training at Camp Robinson as a member of the 153rd Infantry, and later 
served with the 375th Military Police Escort Guard Co. and the 7909th and 
3954th Service Command units. On January 9, 1942, he arrived on Umnak 
Island (Aleutian Islands) and served there six months, later returning to 
the United States. Sergeant Garrett holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Expert Marksman’s Medals (rifle and 
pistol), American Defense Service Ribbon, and the Good Conduct Medal. 
He was honorably discharged on October 9, 1945, at Barnes General Hos- 
pital, Vancouver, Washington. 





ORVILLE E, GARRETT 
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‘charged on November 10, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. Mate Curtis and 
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Electrician’s Mate 1/c Arles Eugene Rhodes is the son of Rosa Rhodes and 
the late Hamilton Rhodes of Spadra, Arkansas, where he was born on 
August 21, 1912. He attended Coynes Electrican School at Chicago, IIli- 
nois and Trade Schools at Little Rock, Arkansas, before entering the Navy 
Seabees on October 1, 1943. He was sent to Camp Peary, Virginia, to serve 
basic training and specialized in electrical work. In July 1944, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands and served there and on the Island 
of Guam during his 16 months of foreign service. Returning to this 
country, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on Decembe 

5, 1945. He and his wife, Ruth Mae, have one child. 





ARLES E. RHODES 


Machinist’s Mate 1/c Alvin Houston Curtis, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Porter Houston Curtis, was born at Hagersville, Arkansas, on July 7, 1908. 
He attended Alma (Arkansas) High School, and was employed as a mining 
engineer at the time of his entrance into the Seabees on October 1, 1948. 
After completing boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, he arrived in the 
New Hebrides Islands in the South Pacific on January 12, 1944. Overseas 
more than 23 months, he was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 


his wife, Florence Maye, are the parents of three children. 





ALVIN H. CURTIS 


Storekeeper 2/c King E. Ward is the son of Mrs. Kittie King Ward of 
Clarksville, Arkansas, where he was born on May 10, 1906. He attended 
Clarksville High School, College of the Ozarks and the Chillicothe Business 
College at Chillicothe, Missouri. Entering the Navy on April 21, 1943, 
he was sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, later qualified for 
duty as a storekeeper. Going to sea in July 1943, he saw 21 months of 
foreign service over widely scattered areas throughout the Pacific, in- 
cluding participation in the engagements at Kiska and in the Marshall 
Islands. Among his awards for meritorious service is numbered the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. 
Storekeeper Ward was honorably discharged from the service on September 
‘25, 1945, at Memphis. 





KING E. WARD 


Maj. Patrick A. McWilliams, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick A. 
McWilliams of Clarksville, Arkansas, where he was born on September 
14, 1918. He attended Clarksville High School and the University of Ark- 
ansas. Major McWilliams enlisted in the National Guard in 1938 and in this 
emergency entered the service on July 15, 1941. He trained at the Army 
Air Force Technical‘ Center at Chanute Field, Ulinois, and became an 
aircraft maintenance officer. After two years In this country he was sent 
to the European theater in May 1943, and remained overseas for more 
than 28 months. He saw action in the Normandy and Northern France 
campaigns and the general air offensive over Europe and won the Bronze 
Star Medal. Major McWilliams was returned to this country and was 
released from active duty on April 3, 1946, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 
He and his wife, Emma Caroline, have one child. 
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Ist/Sgt. Charles Cecil Johnston, son of Mrs. Dan W. Johnston of Clarks- 
ville, Arkansas, was born on December 12, 1917, at Walla Walla, Washing- 
ton and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 1919. He attended Clarks- 
ville High School and the University of Arkansas before entering military 
service on December 23, 1940, with the National Guard. He received basic 
training at Camp Robinson and in January 1942, he was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands with Company E, 153rd Infantry. Returning to this country in 
July 1943, he was sent to Italy the following spring and there took part in 
the Rome-Arno and Po Valley campaigns. With a total of 33 months of 
foreign service, he was awarded the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, European Theater Ribbon, Sharpshooter’s Medals 
(rifle and carbine) and a Marksman’s Medal (.45 caliber pistol). He was 
honorably discharged from the service on July 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He is the husband of Virginia L. Johnston. 





CHARLES C. JOHNSTON 


ge 


Capt. Dan W. Johnston, son of Mrs. Dan W. Johnston of Clarksville, was 
born at Clovis, New Mexico, on January 3, 1916, and moved to Arkansas 
with his parents in 1919. He attended Clarksville High School, College of 
the Ozarks and the University of Texas at Austin, Texas, and was employed 
as a geologist and land operator until entering military service on January 
29, 1942. Entering the Air Corps as a flying cadet, he was trained as a 
bombardier-navigator at Kelly and Ellington Fields, Texas. Receiving his 
commission, he was attached to the Air Corps Training Command and 
served during the remainder of his Army career with that unit. A veteran 
of four years of Army service, Captain Johnston was placed on inactive 
status on October 19, 1945, at-Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma. 





DAN W. JOHNSTON 


Ist Lt. Doy Eugene Bridges is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Bridges 
of Clarksville, where he was born August 2, 1917. He received his educa- 
tion at Paris High School at Paris, Arkansas; College of the Ozarks at 
Clarksville, and Hendrix College at Conway, and was employed as a switch- 
man by the Frisco Railroad at Tulsa, Oklahoma, prior to entering military 
service on September 16, 1940, with the National Guard. Receiving his 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, he attended Cooks’ and 
Bakers’ School, and later Officer Candidate School, where he was com- 
missioned. Arriving in Scotland in December 1943, he served for 18 
months overseas, taking part in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns. Wounded in Germany, he was awarded 
the Order of the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon and European Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, Sharpshooter’s Medal (.45 caliber pistol) and Marks- 
man’s Medal (rifle). Lieutenant Bridges reverted to inactive status on 
DOY E. BRIDGES December 1, 1945, at Mayo General Hospital, Galesburg, Illinois. 





Seaman 1/c Beaufort A. Bridges, son of Mrs. Ruth Bridges Clark, was born 
at Clarksville, Arkansas, on June 11, 1922. He was graduated from Clarks- 
ville High School and was employed by the Electric Boat Company at New 
London, Connecticut until entering the Navy on September 20, 1942. He 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and after 21 months’ service 
in the United States, was sent to England on February 11, 1944. Overseas 
nine months, he participated in both the Northern and Southern invasions 
of France, sustaining a back injury in the Normandy invasion. Among his 
decorations for military service, Seaman Bridges counts the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged on March 30, 1945, at San Diego, California. 
He is the husband of Betty Bridges. 
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Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Joaquin O. Wasson, son of James O. and Ida D. Was- 
son, was born October 23, 1916, at Cave City, Arkansas. Receiving his 
education by attending public schools, he was later employed in Oklahoma 
as powderman in mining and construction work. Entering the Navy Sea- 
bees August 20, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
specializing in advance base construction. Attached to 103rd Naval Con- 
struction Bn., Headquarters Co., he departed October 25, 1944, for Pearl 
Harbor and Guam, where he served for 18 months. Mate Wasson returned 
to the United States December 10, 1945, and was honorably discharged 
at Nashville, Tennessee, December 23, 1945. He and his wife, Maxine, 
live in Clarksville, Arkansas, with their son. 









JOAQUIN O. WASSON 


Seaman 1/c John Louis Zimpel, son of Joseph and Regina Zimpel of Clarks- 
ville, Arkansas, was born at Sterling, Oklahoma, on January 23, 1918, 
moving to Arkansas with his family in 1920 and attending Clarksville 
High School, Subiaco (Arkansas) Academy, and Arkansas Tech at Russell- 
ville. Entering the Coast Guard on October 12, 1943, he received boot 
training at St. Augustine, Florida, and later attended Aerographer’s Mate 
School. A veteran of two years service with the Coast Guard, Seaman 
Zimpel served as a cook during this time and received the customary 
service decorations. He was honorably discharged on July 16, 1945, at St. 
Louis, Missouri. He and his wife, Virginia, have three children. He is a 
brother of Ensign Joseph W. Zimpel, also of the Coast Guard, who was lost 
at sea while upholding the highest traditions of the Coast Guard. 





JOHN L. ZIMPEL 


Ens. Joseph Werner Zimpel, son of Joseph and Regina Zimpel of Clarks- 
ville, Arkansas, was born at Sterling, Oklahoma, on September 11, 1916. He 
completed his education at College of the Ozarks and United States Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, New York. Entering the Coast Guard Sep- 
tember 21, 1941, he received boot training at Ellis Islands, New York, and 
attended Coast Guard Academy at New London, Connecticut. He was as- 
signed to sea duty August 1, 1944, aboard the Coast Guard cutter, U.S.S. 
Jackson. On September 14, 1944, while escorting the U.S.S. Worthington 
(which had been partially disabled by an enemy torpedo), the Jackson 
encountered a hurricane and capsized during the storm. The crew suc- 
ceeded in launching several life rafts in the heavy seas, and abandoned 
ship. For two days the gallant little band of 36 seamen struggled against 
the adverse elements. On the second night, Ensign Zimpel and 16 others 
were swept into the sea and lost. Ensign Zimpel is survived by his im- 
mediate family, including his brother, John Louis Zimpel, who also served 


JOSEPH W. ZIMPEL in the Coast Guard. 





T/4 Julius Herman Martin, son of John and Zora Martin, was born at Hart- 
man, Arkansas, on September 10, 1916. After attending Hartman High 
School, he was employed in the trucking business before entering military 
service on June 9, 1942. He completed basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, and Camp McCain, Mississippi, and was assigned to Co. A in the 
4th Armored Division. Arriving in England in May 1944, he took part in 
the invasion of France with his unit. During the fierce action in the early 
days of the fighting in Europe, this brave soldier was killed in action on 
June 24, 1944, in France, while fighting with his now famous organization. 
The Order of the Purple Heart and Presidential Unit Citation awarded him 
have been sent to his sister, Mrs. Lowell Phillips. 
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Cpl. Johnny E. Bock is the son of Mrs. John Bock of Clarksville, Arkansas, 
where he was born on January 27, 1922. He attended Clarksville High 
School and completed his education at Arkansas Tech at Russellville and 
College of the Ozarks at Clarksville. Entering the military service on 
October 14, 1942, he was trained at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and became 
an administrative specialist serving with Infantry units. After two years 
in this country, he was sent to the Italian front in August, 1944, and during 
his eight months overseas served in the Rome-Arno campaign and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. Corporal Bock also holds the Infantry and Marksmanship 
Medals. He was honorably discharged at LeGarde General Hospital, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, July 11, 1945. 






JOHNNY E. BOCK 


Ist/Sgt. Joseph T. Bock, son of Mrs. John Bock and the late Mr. Bock, 
was born July 26, 1917, in Clarksville, Arkansas. He attended Holy Re- 
deemer School and Clarksville High School, afterwards being engaged in 
truck farming and in the management of the Family Cafe. Entering the 
Army July 7, 1942, he received basic training at Santa Ana, California, 
where he received cadet training, and he attended Radio School at Kansas 
City, Missouri, qualifying as radio operator, administrative noncommis- 
sioned officer, cadet, sharpshooter with rifle, and marksman with pistol. 
Sergeant Bock served in the United States for three years with Cadets, 
Sqdn. 61; 603rd Signal Air Warning Unit in North Carolina; and 405th 
Fighter Sqdn., in Alexander, Louisiana. He departed June 26, 1945, for 
Oahu and Guam and remained overseas for seven months. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 26, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Clarksville, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Laura Belle. JOSEPH T. BOCK 








Pfc. Roscoe Reece Barnsley, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Barnsley, was born 
at Lamar, Missouri, September 24, 1910, and moved to Arkansas in 1919. 
He attended Clarksville High School and the College of the Ozarks, and 
was employed as a reporter for the Herald-Democrat at Clarksville; the 
Southwest-American at Fort Smith and Arkansas Democrat at Little Rock 
before entering military service on December 27, 1943. Completing basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, he was assigned to the 8th Armored In- 
fantry Bn., 20th Armored Division, as a machine gunner, and arrived in 
France on February 6, 1945. Overseas six months, he saw action in South- 
ern Germany and was awarded American Theater Ribbon, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Expert Infantryman’s Badge, Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal (carbine), Combat Infantryman’s Badge and Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged November 21, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
He and his wife, Barbara Lois, have four children. 
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ROSCOE R. BARNSLEY 


S/Sgt. Ernest A. Bock, son of Mrs. John Bock and the late Mr. Bock, was 
born October 27, 1918, at Clarksville, Arkansas. He received his education 
in Clarksville Public Schools and was employed by Bock Cafe. Sergeant 
Bock entered the Army Air Force in 1942 and received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His wife is Freda Lee. No further details 
regarding the service record of Sergeant Bock were furnished. 
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1.—Pfc. Leonard A. Badger, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. Badger of 209 Elm Street, Clarksville, Arkansas, 
was born April 9, 1916, at New Florence, Missouri. 
He moved to Arkansas with his family and received 
his education in Clarksville Public Schools. He was 
later employed by Missouri Pacific Railroad. Private 
Badger entered the Army Air Force February 7, 
1944, and received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas. His wife, Myetis, and child, Jimmy, live in 
Clarksville. No further information regarding his 
service record was furnished. 


2.—Pfe. Ralph V. Badger, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Badger of 209 Elm Street, Clarksville, Arkansas, 
was born June 13, 1918, in New Florence, Missouri. 
He moved to Arkansas with his family in 1919. Pri- 
vate Badger received his education in Clarksville 
Public Schools and College of the Ozarks. He entered 
the Infantry January 3, 1940, and received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. No further 
data was furnished regarding the service record of 
Private Badger. 


3.—T/5 William E. Bunch, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mack 
Bunch, was born at Clarksville, Arkansas, January 
8, 1928. He received his education by attending 
Clarksville High School, after which he was em- 
ployed as miner and metal worker. Entering the 
Coast Artillery Command AGF March 11, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Callen, California, 
qualifying as 90 MM fuse setter technician. At- 
tached to 124th A.A.A. Gun Bn., he departed from 
the United States on July 4, 1944, for the European 
theater and participated in ground combat cam- 
paigns in Rhineland, Central Europe, and the Ar- 
dennes. He also served five months with the Army 
of Occupation. Corporal Bunch received 1st Class 
Gunnery Medal and for meritorious service was 
awarded European Theater of Operations Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater and Victory Ribbons. Returning to 
the United States on January 2, 1946, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
January 8, 1946. He lives in Clarksville. 


4.—S/Sgt. Garner Lee Taylor, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John M. Taylor, Sr., was born August 14, 1913, in 
Clarksville, Arkansas. He attended Clarksville High 
School and graduated from the College of the Ozarks 
in 1934, after which he was engaged as abstractor 
of real estate titles in Clarksville. Entering the 
Infantry, Service Forces, July 13, 1948, he received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
served in the United States for a year with the 
84th Training Bn. Departing July 1, 1944, for Liver- 
pool, England; Scotland, France and Belgium, he 
remained overseas for a year and a half and par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Northern France and 
Rhineland. Sergeant Taylor was awarded Citation 
from City of Antwerp, Belgium; Good Conduct 
Medal, and two Battle Stars. After being honorably 
discharged January 2, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Ark- 
ansas, he returned to Clarksville, where he lives 
with his wife, Isobel, and their child. 


5.—Sgt. Emry Allen Geisel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Orlo H. Geisel of Fort Smith, was born at Payson, 
Illinois, on July 3, 1922, and moved to Arkansas in 
1935. He completed his education at Clarksville, 
Arkansas,, and was self employed prior to entering 
the Army Air Corps on September 10, 1942. Com- 
pleting basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
he attended specialized schools in aircraft mechanics 
and electronics, qualifying as an aircraft mechanic. 
Arriving in England in early summer, 1943, he 
served with the 392nd Bomb Group during his 23 
months overseas. Participating in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns, as well as the general air of- 
fensive of Europe, Sergeant Geisel was awarded 
the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon with one Silver Star and one Bronze Battle 
Star, Good Conduct Medal and the Distinguished 
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Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged on 
October 19, 1945, at Sheppard Field, Texas. 


6.—Cpl. Victor L. Geisel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Orlo 
H. Geisel of Fort Smith, was born on December 30, 
1920, at Payson, Illinois. Moving with his family to 
Arkansas in 1935, he completed his education in the 
Clarksville (Arkansas) schools and was self em- 
ployed until entering the military service on No- 
vember 6, 1942. Assigned to the Air Corps, he com- 
pleted basic training at Kearns, Utah, later attend- 
ing Airplane Armorer’s School, and arrived in Eu- 
rope in July, 1943, for a stay of 27 months. He 
served as an aircraft armorer with the 526th Sqdn., 
86th Fighter Group during the Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Southern France, North Apennines, Rhineland 
and central Europe campaigns, and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Silver and 
one Bronze Battle Star and the Distinguished Unit 
Badge with Oak Leaf Cluster. After serving an 
additional four months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion, Corporal Geisel was returned to the United 
States for honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on October 16, 1945. 


7.—S/Sgt. William Lloyd Nesbitt, son of Valentine 
Marcus Nesbitt and the late Mrs. Helen Nesbitt, was 
born January 5, 1918, in Van Buren, Arkansas. He 
attended schools at Van Buren, Arkansas, and Gar- 
field, Kansas, afterwards being employed as a baker. 
Entering the Infantry July 22, 1940, he received 
basic training at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, and 
attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying as 
mess sergeant, rifle expert, and machine gun and 
pistol marksman. Attached to the 315th Infantry, 
79th Division, he departed for the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater and later the European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater of Operations. Overseas for nearly four 
years, Sergeant Nesbitt participated in campaigns 
in the Central Pacific and in Normandy, Northern 
France, and the Rhineland, being wounded in action 
twice. He was awarded Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Service Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, and Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon with one Bronze Star. After 
being honorably discharged June 24, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Little Rock, where he lives 
with his wife, Mary Frances, and their child. 


8.—Cpl. Vernon Leon Peden, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Peden of Clarksville, was born at Mt. Levi, 
Arkansas, on February 8, 1928. He attended Clarks- 
ville High School and was engaged in the lumber 
business until entering military service on May 12, 
1944. Sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic train- 
ing, he later attended Radio School at Truax Field, 
Madison, Wisconsin, and became a radar mechanic 
and operator. A veteran of almost two years’ service, 
he served with the 305th Army Air Force Base Unit 
and was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Medal. Corporal 
Peden was honorably discharged on December 16, 
1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He and his wife, Nellie 
Margene, have three children. 


9.—Signalman 3/e Vernon Lee Elkins, son of Mayme 
and Arthur Elkins of Hartman, Arkansas, was born 
at Clarksville, Arkansas, on January 18, 1925. He 
attended Clarksville High School until entering the 
military service on May 12, 1944. He received boot 
training at the Naval Training Station at San Diego, 
California, and then completed his course at the 
Signalman’s School at San Diego. In December 1944, 
he was sent to the Pacific theater and took part 
in the operations against Japan and in mine-swee} 

ing operations in the China Sea. Overseas 14 months, 
he holds the Commendation Ribbon and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon. He was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, March 10, 1946. He and his 
wife, Lillian Ann, are the parents of one child. 
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10.—S/Sgt. James E. Lewis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John P. Lewis of Clarksville was born at Atkins, 
Arkansas, June 18, 1918. He attended Clarksville 
High School and the College of the Ozarks and 
was employed by the Clark-James Motor Company 
before entering the military service on November 
18, 1942. Assigned to the Field Artillery, he com- 
pleted basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, and 
served in this country with the 325th Field Artillery 
of the 84th Infantry Division. Sent to India in 
February 1945, he remained overseas for a year and 
took part in the Central Burma and China campaigns. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon and the Chinese Victory Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on February 6, 1946. His wife is Marie B. Lewis. 


11.—I1st Lt. Frederick O. Galloway, son of Carl C. 
and Ethel E. Galloway, was born at Cabot, Arkan- 
sas, on February 19, 1917. Completing his educa- 
tion at Cabot High School and the College of the 
Ozarks (Clarksville), he was employed as a retail 
salesman and band director prior to entering military 
service on August 25, 1941. Completing basic train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he was assigned 
to the Air Corps, later attending Officer Candidate 
School, and was commissioned in the Armored 
Forces. He was attached to the 69th Tank Bn., 6th 
Armored Division, and arrived in England in Feb- 
ruary, 1944. Overseas 19 months, he saw extensive 
action, including the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and served three months with the Army of Occu- 
pation. He was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with Silver Star, Expert Marksman’s Medals 
(machine gun, sub-machine gun and carbine) and 
the Order of the Purple Heart. Lieutenant Gallo- 
way was retired to inactive status on November 
20, 1945. He and his wife, Billie Voris Galloway, are 
the parents of one child. 


12.—Sgt. Leo D. Smith, son of William P. and Rosa 
Smith, was born July 27, 1914, at Hartman, Arkansas. 
After completing his education by attending Hart- 
man High School, he was employed as filling station 
attendant. Entering the Army Signal Corps, Novem- 
ber 27, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Kohler, California, later attending Field Lineman’s 
School where he qualified for lineman. Attached to 
34th Signal Construction Bn., he departed from the 
United States February 14, 1944, for England and 
participated in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, Ardennes and Central European cam- 
paigns. Sergeant Smith received Sharpshooter’s 
Medal for use of the carbine and was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon with one Silver Star, Citation Wreath, 
and the China-Burma-India, Philippine Liberation, 
Victory, and American Theater Ribbons. He was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 
5, 1945, returning to Hartman, where he lives with 
his wife, Lucile. 


13.—S/Sgt. Tommy C. Coats, son of Luther A. and 
Ann Coats, was born February 19, 1923, at Plainview, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Hartman High School, after which he was employed 
as a carpenter. Entering the Army Air Corps, 
Parachute Infantry, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and by attending 
Parachute School, qualified for parachutist. After 
serving in the United States two years, he was 
sent to the European theater attached to Section 
H, 101st Base Unit Fighter, January 23, 1945. Ser- 
geant Coats participated in the campaigns of Rhine- 
land and Central Europe. He was awarded the 
American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, one Over- 
seas Bar, and World War II Victory Ribbon. Return- 
ing to the United States December 21, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, De- 
cember 27, 1945. He and his wife, Jeanetta, live in 
Clarksville, Arkansas, with’ their child. 


14.—Pfec. William Kennith Inklebarger, son of Mrs. 
John Robert Inklebarger and the late Mr. Inkle- 
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barger of Fort Smith, was born at Branch, Arkansas, 
September 14, 1920. He attended Charleston High 
School at Charleston, Arkansas, and was a machinist 
until entering the Army on October 10, 1944. Private 
Inklebarger served his Infantry basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and, after five months 
in this country with Company D, 115th Infantry 
Training Bn., he was sent to the European theater 
where he was assigned to the famous 26th “Yankee” 
Infantry Division. Private Inklebarger served 
throughout the Rhineland and Central Germany 
campaign and then was transferred to the 83rd 
Infantry Division. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge and the Presidential Unit Citation, he 
is now serving in the Army of Occupation of Ger- 
many, stationed at Vinna, Austria, according to 
last report received. He and his wife, Blanche, have 
two children. 


15.—Fireman 2/c J. R. Colvard, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. R. Colvard, was born at Charleston, Arkan- 
sas, on August 11, 1916, received his education at 
Charleston High School and Southeastern Oklahoma 
Teachers College, and prior to entering the Navy in 
October 1948, he was employed in the Kaiser Ship- 
yards, Richmond, California. He received his basic 
training at Camp Waldron, Farragut, Idaho, and 
was soon awarded the rating of fireman, second 
class. On August 17, 1944, he died of rheumatic 
fever at the Naval Hospital at Corona, California, 
after serving his country for a year. 


16.—S/Segt. Herbert E. Shumate, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert E. Shumate, was born at Charleston, 
Arkansas, on April 11, 1924, and after graduating 
from Charleston High School farmed and worked 
in an aircraft factory and a shipyard prior to en- 
listing in the Cavalry on December 3, 1942. Follow- 
ing basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, he was sent 
to the South Pacific and attached to the 5th Cavalry 
Regt., 1st Cavalry Division, and saw extensive 
action in the campaigns of New Guinea, the Ad- 
miralty Islands, Leyte, Luzon and the Southern 
Philippines. He was awarded the Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, Good 
Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge and 
the Bronze Star Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, October 21, 
1945, after 26 months of foreign service. 


17.—Cpl. William C. Carson, son of Mrs. Mackie 
Carson, was born at Bloomer, Arkansas, on May 15, 
1918. After completing his education in the Charles- 
ton (Arkansas) schools, he was employed as a truck 
driver for Crouch Creamery and as truck driver 
and salesman for Swift and Company, Fort Smith. 
He entered military service on November 16, 1942, 
and was sent to Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, for 
basic training. Assigned to duty as a truck driver 
with the 516th Quartermaster Truck Company, he 
sailed on March 30, 1948, for the China-Burma- 
India theater and served meritoriously there for more 
than 32 months. Among his decorations, he holds 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Corporal Car- 
son was honorably discharged from military service 
on December 11, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. He is the husband of Frances Katie Carson. 


18.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/c Wallace Lance 
Metcalf, son of Virgil and Cora Metcalf, of Charles- 
ton, Arkansas, was born in Charleston on October 
19, 1912, and attended the public schools in his home 
town. He was engaged in the trucking business until 
entering the Navy on April 11, 1944, and received 
his boot training at San Diego, California. He was 
honorably discharged on August 18, 1944, at San 
Diego. He and his wife, Luella Jane, have one 
child. 


19.—S/Sgt. Charles A. Danielson, son of Dr. Albert 
L. Danielson of Russellville, Arkansas, was born at 
Marquette, Kansas, on December 28, 1921. He was 
educated at Bentonville and Russellville High 
Schools and Arkansas Polytechnic College and 


entered the Army with the National Guard on De- 
cember 23, 1940. Sent to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
for basic training, he later was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands with his unit, the 153rd Infantry, and rg- 
mained there for 18 months. Returning to this coun- 
try he was sent to the Air Corps and attended Sioux 
Falls Radio School. He had previously attended the 
Infantry Communications School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Sergeant Danielson became a radio oper- 
ator and gunner and arrived in Guam in June 1945, 
with the 501st Bomb Group. With a total of two 
years overseas he has seen service in the Aleutian 
campaign and the air offensive against Japan and 
the Eastern Mandates. Holder of the Asiatic Thea- 
ter Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American De- 
fense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Air Medal, he was 
honorably discharged at Randolph Field, Texas, on 
November 8, 1945. 


20.—S/Set. Virgil Leonard Danielson, son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Albert L. Danielson of Russellville, Arkan- 


sas, was born on April 10, 1924, at Smolan, Kansas. 
He attended the Russellville High School and entered 
active service with the 1538rd Infantry of the Na- 
tional Guard on December 28, 1940. After training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was sent to the 
Aleutian Islands and upon returning to this country 
attended Radio School at Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
and was assigned to the Signal Corps. Sergeant 
Danielson later became an aviation cadet but was 
transferred back to the Signal Corps in March 1944, 
and was sent to India with his unit, the 835th Signal 
Service Bn., in November 1944. He has also served 
with the 3105th Signal Service Bn. Overseas a total 
of 33 months, he has seen service in the Aleutian 
Islands campaign and the China-Burma-India theater 
and holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, American Defense Service Ribbon 
with Star, American Theater Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal. Sergeant Danielson was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 31, 
1945, and is now attending Arkansas Polytechnic 
College at Russellville. 
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Lt. Col. William C. Bacon, son of Dr. and Mrs. William T. Bacon, 
was born April 17, 1919, in Booneville, Arkansas. He attended 
Arkansas Polytechnic College and Henderson State Teachers 
College. Entering the Air Corps September 9, 1940, he attended 
Basic Flying School at Randolph Field, Texas, receiving senior 
pilot wings, and specializing as :ommand operations officer. He 
departed June 17, 1942, for the Middle East and remained over- 
seas for a year and a half, participating in the air offensive over 
Europe and campaigns of Central Germany, Sicily, North Africa, 
Libya, Middle East, and Italy. He was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with one Cluster, Silver Star, Air Medal and two 
Clusters, Commendation Ribbon and one Cluster, American De- 
fense Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and European Theater 
Ribbon. He was commissioned June 28, 1946, into the Regular 
Army with a rank of first lieutenant. His wife, Doris, and their 
two children live in Booneville, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM C. BACON 





* 





T/4 Joseph Raymond Fry, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dock Fry, was born on 
July 4, 1909, at Charleston, Arkansas, and after completing his education 
at Charleston High School and Arkansas State Teachers College, was 
employed as a district manager of the Southwest-Times Record prior to his 
entrance into the Army on October 26, 1942, with his National Guard 
unit. Following completion of basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and 
a specialized course at Fitzsimmons General Hospital, Denver, Colorado, 
where he qualified as a laboratory technician, he sailed for the South 
Pacific early in 1944 as a member of the 142nd Field Artillery, Medical 
Corps. Overseas 21 months, he served through the New Guinea, Bismarck 
Archipelago, Southern Philippines and Luzon campaigns and one month 
after the close of the war with the Army of Occuyation in Japan, and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with designations for all 
engagements. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, 
on November 5, 1945. 





JOSEPH R. FRY 


Machinist’s Mate 2/c Erastus Chester Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac 
Jacob Wilson of Charleston, Arkansas, was born at Gravelly, Arkansas, on 
February 17, 1916, and after completing his education at Charleston High 
School was engaged in farming at Dumas, Arkansas, prior to enlisting in 
the Navy Seabees on November 6, 1943. He was sent to Camp Peary, 
Virginia, for boot training and later to a specialized school in pontoon 
construction. He served for more than nine months in the South Pacific 
Theater and was with the Australian forces while engaged in the success- 
ful landings on Borneo. He holds the Expert Rifleman’s Medal, and was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on November 17, 1945, after 
more than two years of service. He and his wife, Eulene, have three 


children. 





“ERASTUS C. WILSON 
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Ship’s Cook 1/c Gordon Clifton Tilley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Tilley, 
was born at Russellville, Arkansas, on May 20, 1915. He received his 
education by attending Paris Grade School. Entering the Navy on Sep- 
tember 11, 1942, he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and 
by attending Commissary Steward’s School and Service School at Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, he qualified for ship’s cook, first class. 
Leaving the United States November 4, 1942, he served in the South 
Pacific theater two and a half years. He received an honorable discharge 
at Memphis, Tennessee, December 11, 1945, and lives in Paris, Arkansas. 





GORDON C. TILLEY 


Ist/Sgt. Forest Ancel Brown is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Forest B. Brown of 
Paris, Arkansas, where he was born on July 29, 1920. He attended Paris 
High School, then was employed as a service man for the Arkansas Western 
Gas Company until entering the Army on September 12, 1942. He had 
previously served with the National Guard. Sergeant Brown served his 
basic training period at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, and was assigned to the 
435th Signal Heavy Construction Bn. Arriving in Suez, Egypt, in De- 
cember 1942, he saw 31 months of foreign service, taking part in the 
Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno and Northern Apennines campaigns in Italy. 
He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon. Sergeant Brown was honorably discharged on October 1, 
1945, at Camp Crowder, Missouri. His wife is the former Ruth Tilley. 





FOREST A. BROWN 





JOHN D. McCLARY 


Sgt. John D. McClary, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. T. McClary, was born Feb- 
ruary 4, 1920, at Charleston, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Charleston High School and entered the Army Medical Corps May 
19, 1942. Receiving basic training at Camp Grant, Illinois, he qualified 
for surgical technician. After serving over 17 months attached to Medical 
Det., 405th AAA Gun Bn., he departed from the United States on October 
21, 1943, for the European Theater of Operations and served in Normandy, 
Northern France, and Rhineland campaigns. Among other decorations, he 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and European Theater of Oper- 
ations Ribbon and three Bronze Stars. Sergeant McClary returned to the 
United tSates November 25, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, December 1, 1945. He lives in Paris, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Mary Ernestine. 


Pfc. Orlon Edward Suggs, son of Ollie B. and Cora Louise Suggs of Paris, 
Arkansas, was born on July 3, 1914, at Ratcliff, Arkansas. After gradu- 
ating from Ratcliff High School in 1933, he was employed as a truck driver 
until entering the Army Air Corps on November 6, 1942. Upon completion 
of his basic training period at Keesler Field, Mississippi, he attended the Air 
Force Airplane Wiring School and became an aircraft armorer. Arriving 
in England in May 1944, he served more than 16 months overseas with the 
8th Air Force. Taking part in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns, as well as the general air of- 
fensive of Europe, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star and one Bronze Battle Star. 
Private Suggs was honorably discharged on October 26, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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ORLON E. SUGGS 


The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Ist Lt. Charles Wayne Patterson, son of Mrs. Odein Patterson and the late 
Leon Patterson, was born on July 26, 1921, at Oklahoma City, and moved 
to Arkansas with his parents in 1938. He attended Classen High School 
of Oklahoma City and was graduated from Paris (Arkansas) High School. 
He attended Hendrix College and Ouachita College prior to entering mili- 
tary service on May 6, 1942. Assigned to the Army Air Corps, he received 
his training at Santa Ana, California, and at the Mather Field Navigation 
School at Sacramento, California, and was commissioned as a navigator and 
aerial observer. Arriving in North Africa in May 1943, he saw 16 months 
of overseas service, participating in the Tunisian, Sicilian, Naples-Foggia, 
Rome-Arno and Balkan campaigns and in the general air offensive of 
Europe. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
Air Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, he reverted to inactive status on September 
9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Daphna Marie, have 
CHARLES W. PATTERSON _ one child. 





Ist Lt. Joseph J. Milhoan, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Milhoan, Sr., 
was born at Hartford, Arkansas, March 12, 1920. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Paris High School and Arkansas School of Technology. 
He enlisted in the National Guard May 31, 1937, and entered the Army 
January 6, 1941. Attached to Field Artillery, CA (AAA), Infantry, he 
received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Anti-aircraft 
Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North Carolina, and Officer’s 
Basic School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, qualifying for rifle platoon leader. 
Lieutenant Milhoan departed from the United States November 10, 1944, 
for France and participated in the Rhineland and Central European cam- 
paigns, also serving two and a half months with the Army of Occupation. 
He was wounded in action and awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Victory Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. He will remain in 
the service until December 31, 1946. His wife, Allie Irene, lives in Paris, 
Arkansas. JOSEPH J. MILHOAN, JR. 





Pfc, Roy Gene Milhoan, son of Mr .and Mrs. Joseph T. Milhoan, was born at 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, May 8, 1924. He received his education by attending 
Paris High School, after which he was employed as manager of a grocery 
store and service station. Entering the Infantry (anti-tank) May 20, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, qualifying for 
rifleman. After training in the United States seven months, he departed 
for the Asiatic-Pacific theater on December 10, 1943, and served in Luzon 
and New Guinea. For meritorious service, Private Milhoan was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, and Presidential Citation. 
Returning to the United States July 25, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at LaGarde General Hospital, New Orleans, November 6, 1945. 





ROY G. MILHOAN 


T/5 Lamar M. Clay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe M. Clay, was born at Paris, 
Arkansas, July 10, 1915. He received his education by attending Paris 
Grade and High Schools and, after graduating, was employed as salesman 
by Western Auto Store. Entering the Army Ordnance June 23, 1943, he 
received basic training at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland, and later 
by attending Ordnance Clerks’ and Parts School qualified for parts clerk. 
He departed from the United States on April 21, 1944, for the European 
Theater of Operations and participated in the Rome-Arno, North Apen- 
nines, and Po Valley campaigns. He received rifle Marksmanship Badge, 
American Theater Campaign Ribbon, European-African-Middle Kastern 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Ribbon. Returning to the United 
States August 2, 1945, he received an honorable discharge at Ft. McArthur, 
California, November 30, 1945, and lives in Paris, Arkansas, with his wife, 


Lucille. 





LAMAR M. CLAY 
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SP(I) 2/c Houston E. Ritchey, son of Mrs. Mollie Richey and the late W. R. 
Richey, was born at Paris, Arkansas, April 28, 1906. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Charleston High School, Hendrix College, Conway, 
Arkansas, and University of Arkansas. Entering the Navy Seabees on 
September 24, 1943, he received boot training at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, specializing as I.B.M. operator. After serving two years attached 
to C.B. Det. No. 1030, he received an honorable discharge at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, on December 15, 1945, returning to Paris, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Mary. 





HOUSTON E. RICHEY 


T/3 Truman A. Richey, son of Mollie Richey and the late W. R. Richey, was 
born at Paris, Arkansas, May 25, 1908. He received his education by attend- 
ing Paris High School, Hendrix College, Conway, and Oklahoma A. & M. 
College at Stillwater, Oklahoma. Entering Army Ordnance Supply Decem- 
ber 15, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Perry, Ohio, later attend- 
ing Savanna Ordnance School, Savanna, Illinois, and qualifying for ord- 
nance supply noncommissioned officer. After serving two years in the 
United States, he departed December 26, 1944, for Europe, and participated 
in Central European campaign. He received the European-African-Middle 
Eastern Service Ribbon and one Bronze Star and the Good Conduct Medal. 
Returning to the United States September 14, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, September 20, 1945. He lives in Paris, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Daphna. 





TRUMAN A. RICHEY 


Cpl. Winford R. Richey, son of Mollie Richey and the late W. R. Richey, 
was born at Ratcliff, Arkansas, Deceniber 12, 1919. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Paris High School. Entering the Field Artillery Janu- 
ary 7, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, qualifying 
for gunner. After seven months’ training in the United States, he de- 
parted August 21, 1943, attached to 937th F.A. Bn., for North Africa, and 
participated in Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Rhineland, Southern France, 
and Central Europe campaigns. Corporal Richey received the American 
Defense Service Ribbon and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon with one Silver Star and one Bronze Arrowhead. Returning to the 
United States October 12, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, October 22, 1945. He lives in Paris, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Virginia. 





% 4 TES ated ewe 
WINFORD R. RICHEY 


2nd Lt. Josephine Kearney, daughter of Frank and Elizabeth Kearney, was 
born at Weleetka, Oklahoma, May 28, 1921, moving to Arkansas in 1936. 
She received her education by attending St. Michael School, Henryetta, 
Oklahoma; Wewoka (Oklahoma) Public School, and Paris (Arkansas) High 
School, and graduated from St. Scholastica, Fort Smith. Entering the 
Army Nurse Corps October 1, 1942, she received basic training at Brookes 
General Hospital, F't. Sam Houston. After 10 months’ training in the United 
States, Lieutenant Kearney departed August 20, 19438, for England, and 
served 20 months in England, two months in France, and four months with 
the Army of Occupation, 130th Station Hospital in Germany. She was 
accidentally killed October 16, 1945, at Marburg, Germany. She is survived 
by her parents, who live in Paris, Arkansas. 





JOSEPHINE KEARNEY 
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Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Harold Deen Thompson, son of Mrs. Elmer Thomp- 
son, was born at Blaine, Arkansas, August 6, 1919. He attended Paris 
(Arkansas) High School and was employed as a drug clerk prior to entering 
the Navy. He first saw service with the National Guard from 1937 to 
1939, and entered the Navy on September 15, 1942. After completing his 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he became a boatswain’s mate and 
Saw service from England and France in the European theater to the 
Philippine Islands in the South Pacific. Overseas a total of 30 months, 
he took part in the invasion of Okinawa and was awarded the Navy Good 
Conduct Medal and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star. He 
returned to this country in October 1945, and was honorably discharged 
on November 7, 1945, at the Naval Separation Center at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. He and his wife, Delilah Ann, have one child. 





HAROLD D. THOMPSON 


Seaman 1/c Marcelle John Schneider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Emil W. 
Schneider, was born July 2, 1926, in Prairie View, Arkansas. He completed 
his high school education at Scranton, Arkansas. Entering the Navy May 
16, 1944, he received boot training at Camp Wallace, Texas, and attended 
Aviation Radio Technicians’ School, qualifying as aviation radio technician 
and spending 14 months at Naval Air Station, Alameda, California. Sea- 
man Schneider departed in October 1945, for the Marshall, Gilbert, and 
Marianas Islands aboard the U.S.S. P.C. 800 and remained overseas for six 
months. He was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
March 16, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Prairie 
View. 





MARCELLE J. SCHNEIDER 


S/Sgt. Howard W. Simmons, son of Mrs. Mamie Simmons, was born April 
17, 1918, in Booneville, Arkansas. Entering the Air Corps October 31, 1942, 
he qualified as airplane hydraulic mechanic. After serving for a year and 
a half in the United States, Sergeant Simmons departed May 238, 1944, for 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and served overseas for nearly 
two years. He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons. After being 
honorably discharged March 18, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 
returned to his home in Booneville, Arkansas. 





HOWARD W. SIMMONS 


Seaman 1/c Herman Leo Schwartz of Paris, Arkansas, was born at Prairie 
View, Arkansas, on June 22, 1907. He had been employed at mining, farm- 
ing and clerk’s work before entering the Navy on November 15, 1943. 
After completing boot training at San Diego, California, he was sent to the 
Navy Radar School. After 13 months in the United States, he arrived on 
the Island of Leyte in the Philippines in. December 1944, and remained in 
the South Pacific area for nine months, serving throughout the battle for 
the Philippines. He was awarded the American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbons. Seaman Schwartz was honorably dis- 
charged on August 18, 1945, at San Pedro, California. He and his wife, 
Theresa Catherine, have five children. 





HERMAN L. SCHWARTZ 
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Capt. Robert Young Sanders, son of Mrs. Willie Ann Sanders, was born 
at Paris, Arkansas, on July 4, 1915. He attended Paris High School and 
entered the Army (Cavalry) on September 13, 1933, and has served 
continuously since then. A professional soldier, he has attended Cavalry 
School at Ft. Riley, Kansas, as well as the Holabird Motor Transport School 
at Baltimore, Maryland. He served for eight years in the United States 
as a member of the 2nd Cavalry before being sent overseas in December 
1941. Captain Sanders served with distinction,for almost three years in 
the European-African-Middle Eastern theater on two tours of duty during 
the war. Among his engagements he saw extensive action in the Rome- 
Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley campaigns and was wounded once. 
In addition to his campaign awards, Captain Sanders received the Bronze 
Star for heroism in action and the Purple Heart. Since the Army is his 
chosen career, he is continuing in service. 





ROBERT Y. SANDERS 


S/Sgt. Arthur C. Johns, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arch C. Johys, was born De- 
cember 27, 1917, in Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris High School, after- 
wards being employed by Paris Hardware Co. Entering the Army No- 
vember 6, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
and attended Service School at Camp Blanding, qualifying as expert in- 
fantry rifleman and acting first sergeant in headquarters battery. After 
serving for a year and a half in the United States attached to the Infantry, 
C.A.C., and I.R.T.C., Sergeant Johns departed March 26, 1945, for the 
South Pacific and served overseas for a year, participating in the campaigns 
of Guam, Rota, and Saipan. He also served for four months with the Army 
of Occupation and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, World War II 
Victory Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged February 10, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Paris, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Florence, and their children. 





ARTHUR C. JOHNS 


Fire Controlman 3/c Tom Buck Johns, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arch C. Johns, 
was born December 1, 1923, at Paris, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Paris High School and Compton Junior College at Compton, 
California. Entering the Navy December 9, 1942, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, Naval Training Station, qualifying for fire control- 
man. He was sent to Russells Island April 1, 1944, serving in the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater for over 19 months. Returning to the United States October 


9, 1945, he received an honorable discharge at Memphis, January 26, 1946. 
He lives in Paris, Arkansas. 





TOM B. JOHNS 


T/Segt. Steve L. Kury, son of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kury, Sr., of Paris, Arkan- 
sas, was born Thurber, Texas, on July 24, 1916, and moved with his family 
to Arkansas in 1925. He attended Paris High School and Stevenson Trade 
School at Kansas City, Missouri, and was employed as a miner at Paris and 
construction worker at Los Angeles, California, until entering the Army 
on June 7, 1943. He received basic training at Camp Sutton, North Caro- 
lina, and was assigned to the 1304th Engineer Construction Battalion. 
After one year in this country, he was sent with his unit to the China- 
Burma-India theater and remained overseas a total of 22 months. Ser- 
geant Kury took part in the Central Burma and the Northern Burma 


campaigns and won the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 


March 15, 1946. His wife in Dana Ruth Kury. 





STEVE L. KURY 
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S/Sgt. John Nelson Weaver, was born April 2, 1912, in Albion, Okla- 
homa, moving to Arkansas in 1930. He attended Hartshorne and 
McAlester, Oklahoma, Public Schools, afterwards being engaged in mining 
and in the mercantile business. Entering the Engineers, Infantry Di- 
vision, he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, qualifying 
as medical noncommissioned officer. Sergeant Weaver served for five 
months with the 315th Engineers, 90th Division, and for 26 months with 
the 329th Engineers, 104th Division, and departed August 27, 1944, for 
Cherbourg, France. He remained overseas for 10 months, participating 
in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, and Central Europe and 
was awarded Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Service Ribbon, and four Bronze Service Stars. After being -honorably 
discharged September 12, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Paris, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Willeen Jewell, and their child. 





JOHN N. WEAVER 


2nd Lt. Harold E. Hampton, son of Ben James Hampton of 1505 North 
5th Street, Paris, Arkansas, was born at Paris on October 21, 1923. He 
graduated from Paris High School and enlisted in the Air Corps Reserve 
in September 1942. Called to active duty in July 1943, he received his 
pilot’s training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and was commissioned as the 
pilot of twin-engine aircraft. He served two years with the Central Flying 
Training Command and was placed on inactive status on October 12, 1945, 
at the Lincoln Army Air Field, Lincoln, Nebraska. 






HAROLD E. HAMPTON 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Bill C. Fitts, son of Ruth M. and Cantrell 
C. Fitts, was born February 25, 1925, in Paris, Arkansas. He attended 
Paris High School, afterwards being employed by the Eagle Drug Com- 
pany. Entering the Navy January 25, 1943, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Service Schools at Norman, Okla- 
homa, and Chicago, Illinois. Mate Fitts served for more than three years 
in the United States attached to Hedron 5 Engineer, including service at 
Norfolk, Virginia. After being honorably discharged in April 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Paris, Arkansas. 





BILL C. FITTS 


: Imas H. Thomas, son of Fred W. Thomas of Paris, Arkansas, was 
3 Lala January 9, 1923. After attending Paris High School, he was 
employed as a carpenter by the Manhattan-Evans Construction Com- 
pany prior to entering military service on March 1, 1943. Completing 
basic training at Camp White, Oregon, he was assigned to the Corps of 
Engineers and arrived in England in December 1943. During his 21 months 
overseas, he participated in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns and served three and a half 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany. Awarded the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with one Silver Star, he was honorably discharged 
on October 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


DELMAS H. THOMAS 
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R. C. RITCHIE 


Lt. Comdr. George Alfred Hall, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Albert Hall, 
was born on May 11, 1921, at Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris High 
School, Arkansas Tech (Russellville), and Little Rock Junior College 
prior to entering the Naval Air Corps as a flying cadet on June 3, 1941, 
after having previously served with the Arkansas National Guard from 
1939 to 1940. He received his flight training at the Naval Air Station 
at Pensacola, Florida, and then began his sea duty on January 29, 1942, 
During the ensuing 39 months, Commander Hall 
served throughout the vast reaches of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
first being assigned to the Atlantic Anti-submarine patrol, and later 
taking part in the fighting in the European theater and the Philippines. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his 
Commander Hall and his wife, Rosalyn Caroline, are the 


as a naval aviator. 


engagements. 
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Ist Lt. R. C. Ritchie, son of Mrs. Juanita Ritchie, was born on March 20, 
1923, at Muskogee, Oklahoma, and moved with his parents to Arkansas 
in 1929. After attending Paris (Arkansas) High School and South- 
eastern State Teachers College at Durant, Oklahoma, he entered the 
Army Air Corps on January 29, 1948, and received his pilot’s training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, graduating on March 12, 1944, qualified to pilot 
multi-engined planes. Assigned to the 10th Air Force, he arrived in the 
China-Burma-India theater in May 1944, and took part in the Central 
Burma, India and Northern Burma campaigns. During his one year over- 
seas, Lieutenant Ritchie was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. Return- 
ing to this country in May 1945, he reverted to inactive status on August 
9, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





parents of one child. He has chosen to remain on active duty in the Navy. GEORGE A. HALL 





RICHARD M. SCRUDDER 


Capt. Dennis R. Thompson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis R. Thompson, 
Sr., was born May 15, 1912, in Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris Public 
Schools, Hendrix College, and the University of Arkansas, afterwards 
being engaged as principal of Paris, Arkansas, Junior High School. A 
member of the National Guard since June 1, 1937, he entered the Field 
Artillery January 6, 1941, and attended Battery Officers’ School at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, qualifying as Field Artillery unit commander. Captain Thomp- 
son served in the United States for three years with the 152nd Field Artil- 
lery, 174th F.A., 2nd A.B.S., and 592nd J.A.C. Co. He departed June 9, 
1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas 
for a year and a half. He participated in campaigns of Palau, Northern 
Philippines, and Southern Philippines, being wounded at Corregidor Feb- 
ruary 16, 1945, and was awarded the Purple Heart, Silver Star, and Dis- 
tinguished Unit Citation. He was transferred to Officers’ Reserve Corps 
March 15, 1945, as captain. He lives in Paris, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Wenonah, and their child. 


Pharmacist’s Mate 2/e Richard Milas Scrudder, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph R. Secrudder was born at Ellsworth, Arkansas, on October 24, 1907. 
After graduating from Paris (Arkansas) High School, he was employed 
in the retail grocery business for 13 years before enlisting in the Navy 
on October 20, 1942. He received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended the Hospital Corps School at the same station. Assigned to 
the Naval Hospital Service, he went to sea on April 10, 1944, and saw 
18 months of overseas service throughout the wide reaches of the South 
Pacific. Returning to this country in October 1945, he was honorably 
discharged on November 12, 1945, at Shoemaker, California. 
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Pfc. Virgil J. Cullum, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William M. Cullum, was 
born on July 25, 1919, at Russellville, Arkansas, and graduated from Paris 
(Arkansas) High School in 1940. He entered the Army (Artillery) on 
January 6, 1941, and later transferred to the Infantry. He received his 
basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and later attended the 18th Field 
Artillery Brigade Clerk’s School at Camp Bowie, Texas. Arriving in New 
Guinea in August 1944, he served 13 months overseas and took part in 
the Dutch New Guinea and Philippine Islands campaigns as a member 
of the 34th Infantry. Holder of the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, Pre-Pearl Harbor 
Award, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Bronze Arrow- 
head, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and American Defense Service Ribbon, 
he was honorably discharged on September 16, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Margarette, have two children. 





VIRGIL J. CULLUM 


T/4 Floyd N. Adamson, son of Charles Elmer and Nellie W. Adamson, 
was born at Mount Ida, Arkansas, April 1, 1917. After attending Fourche 
Valley High School, he was employed as a cook prior to entering military 
service on January 29, 1941. After completing basic training at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas, he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and became an Army 
cook. Assigned to the Armored Field Artillery, he arrived in the Euro- 
pean theater in August, 1944, and served with the 3rd Field Artillery 
in that theater for 16 months, including three months with the Army of 
Occupation in Germany. He took part in the Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central European campaigns and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged November 17, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. Sergeant Adamson and his wife, Lydia Grace, have one child. 





FLOYD N. ADAMSON 


T/5 Robert Earl Kelley, son of James W. Kelley of Corley, Arkansas, and 
Mrs. S. B. Lee of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was born at Charleston, 
Oklahoma, on September 9, 1913, and moved to Arkansas in 1931. He 
completed his education at Webster High School, Oklahoma City, and 
worked for the Santa Fe Railroad Co. until entering the Army on June 
26, 1941. Corporal Kelley received basic training at Camp Polk, Louis- 
jana, and was assigned to the 54th Field Artillery, 3rd Armored Division. 
He attended the Division Radio School at Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, 
and became a radio operator. Arriving with his unit in the European 
theater in September 1948, he remained overseas more than two years, 
and saw action during: the fighting in Normandy, Northern France, the 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal and Good Conduct Medal, as well as the European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars. After serving three months with the 

; Army of Occupation, he returned to this country and was honorably 
ROBERT E. KELLEY discharged on October 8, 1945, at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. 









T/5 Clifford Gordon Day, son of Mr. and Mrs. James W. Kelley, was born 
July 31, 1918, at Corley, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Corley Public School, after which he was employed as welder. Enter- 
ing the Infantry October 26, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Hood, Texas, qualifying for switchboard operator. After five months 
training, he was sent to the Philippines April 6, 1945, attached to 158th 
Regt. Combat Team. He was in action at Luzon and spent two and a 
half months with the Army of Occupation. Corporal Day qualified for 
sharpshooter and anti-tank gunner, first class, and was awarded the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Good Conduct Ribbon, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, January 24, 1946. He and his wife, Geneva, live 
in Corley, Arkansas, with their children. 


CLIFFORD G. DAY 
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JOHN J. KOLSE 


S/Sgt. George Edward Reitz, son of Mr. and Mrs. George William Reitz, 
was born February 26, 1915, in Toluca, Illinois, moving to Arkansas June 
21, 1926. He attended Paris High School. Entering the Army February 25, 
1933, he served until February 24, 1936. He was a member of the National 
Guard from 1937 to 1940, and reentered the Army Air Forces August 11, 
1942. He received basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and attended 
Airplane Mechanics’ School at Gulfport, Mississippi, and Douglas Advanced 
Aircraft School, Long Beach, California, qualifying as aerial engineer and 
aircraft mechanic. After serving in the United States Sergeant Reitz de- 
parted May 21, 1944, for the China-Burma-India theater. Overseas for 10 
months, he participated in campaigns in North and Central Burma and 
served in the American theater. He was awarded two Air Medals and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. After being honorably discharged December 
22, 1945, at A.A.F. Regional and Convalescent Hospital, Coral Gables, Flor- 
ida, he returned to Paris, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Inez, 


and their child. 


WILLIAM J. REITZ 


Pfc. William Gregory Carey, son of Gregory Carey and the late Mrs. 
Carey of Caruthersville, Missouri, was born at Wynne, Arkansas, on July 
12, 1913. After attending Paris (Arkansas) High School he was a theater 
operator at Paris and at Poplar Bluff, Missouri, prior to entering the Army 





T/5 John J. Kolsem, son of John H. Kolsem, was born at McCurtain, Okla- 
homa, November 29, 1921. Educated at St. Ann’s Academy (Fort Smith), 
and Subiaco (Arkansas) Academy, he was employed as an electrician prior 
to his entrance into the service on February 22, 1943, in the Field Artillery. 
Following basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, he qualified for service in 
the Wire Communication Branch, and was assigned to the 6th Infantry 
Division. Sailing for Honolulu, Hawaii, with his outfit on September 20, 
1943, he served more than 27 months in that area, seeing action in the 
Central Pacific, Southern Philippine and Ryukyus campaigns. He was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with two Battle Stars, World War II Victory 
Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 11, 1946. Corporal Kolsem is the husband 
of Wanda Kate Kolsem. 





GEORGE E. REITZ 


T/4 William J. Reitz, son of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Reitz, was born June 
16, 1923, in Toluca, Illinois, moving to Arkansas in 1926. He attended Paris 
High School and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Cavalry, 
Corps of Engineers, December 12, 1942, he received basic training at 
Ft. Riley, Kansas, and attended Service School at the University of 
Minnesota, qualifying as personnel technician. After serving in the United 
States for more than three years, he was honorably discharged March 
2,1946, at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. He lives in Paris, Arkansas. 


Air Corps on September 24, 1942. Upon completion of basic training at * x be 


the Enid Army Air Field, Enid, Oklahoma, Private Carey attended Me- 
chanics’ School at Brooks Field, Texas. After one year in this country, 
he boarded a troop ship bound for India, and on November 26, 1943, he was) # © 
killed in action when the troop ship was sunk by enemy action off the coast 
of North Africa. This gallant soldier was awarded the Purple Heart post- 
humously, and is survived by his widow, Nancy Ann Carey, and one son. 
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The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Storekeeper James Clark Gray, Sr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Gray, was 
born October 13, 1909, in Danville, Arkansas. He attended Paris High 
School, after which he was engaged as a printer and as assistant fire chief 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Entering the Navy March 23, 1944, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California. Departing June 20, 1944, 
for New Guinea, Storekeeper Gray served overseas for 18 months, par- 
ticipating in campaigns in the Asiatic-Pacific theater and in the Philip- 
pine liberation. After being honorably discharged February 7, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Paris, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Emma, and their children. 






t 


JAMES C. GRAY, SR. 


T/Sgt. Edgar L. Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Gray of Paris was born 
at Danville, Arkansas, on July 27, 1912, and received his education at 
Paris High School. He was employed by the United States Engineers until 
entering the Army on October 9, 1942. After receiving basic training at 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaiian Islands, he became an instrument sergeant 
with the 105th Field Artillery, 27th Division. During his 33 months in 
the South Pacific area with this famous unit, he participated in the battles 
for Makin Island, Saipan and Okinawa. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and one 
pee he was honorably discharged October 6, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
rkansas. 






EDGAR L. GRAY 


M/Set. William R. Mabile, Jr., son of William and Ila Mabile of Booneville, 
was born at Winnfield, Louisiana, on February 21, 1912, and moved with 
his parents to Arkansas in 1922. He attended the Monroe, Oklahoma, and 
Booneville schools and South Side High School at Memphis, Tennessee, 
before enlisting in the Regular Army on July 15, 1931. He received his 
Army training at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama, and the Air Corps 
Technical School at Rantoul, Illinois, and is an aircraft maintenance tech- 
nician. Arriving in Brisbane, Australia, in September 1942, Sergeant 
Mabile saw three years of foreign service, taking part in the New Guinea 
and Philippine campaigns. He is the holder of the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, Amercan Defense Service Ribbon and the Victory 
Ribbon. He has reenlisted in the Army. He and his wife, Thelma Vonceil, 
have one child. 


WILLIAM R. MABILE, JR. 


Cpl. Richard Leon Ward is the son of Mrs. Stell Benton Ward of Benton- 
ville, where he was born on July 2, 1918. He attended Booneville High 
School and was then employed as a carpenter until entering the Army on 
April 3, 1942. After completion of basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, 
he was assigned to the 90th Infantry Division and attended Driver’s School, 
becoming a truckmaster. Arriving with his unit in England in March, 
1944, he served with his famous division during the invasion of France 
and the Northern France, Ardennes and Rhineland campaigns. Corporal 
Ward was overseas a total of 15 months and earned the Bronze Star Medal, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal and the European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged on 
May 20, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Hannah De 
LaVerne, have one child. 


RICHARD L. WARD 
[973 ] 


PLATEa 2 


1.—Cpl. Anton John Bartsch, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John L. Bartsch, was born at Paris, Arkansas, on 
May 18, 1916, attended Paris High School and was 
employed for 10 years as a machinist prior to enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps on October 19, 1942. He 
received his basic training at Moore Field, Mission, 
Texas, and qualified for duty as a guard-patrolman 
with the 519th Air Service Group, serving meritori- 
ously for 39 months. Among the decorations Cor- 
poral Bartsch received, were the American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory 
Ribbon, and expert awards for machine guns and 
carbine. He was honorably discharged from _ the 
service on January 11, 1946, at Randolph Field, 
Texas. Corporal Bartsch is the husband of Mary 
Lou Bartsch. 


2.—S/Sgt. Woodrow Wilson Lloyd, son of Mrs. Wil- 
mer Lloyd of Paris, was born at Ellsworth, Ark- 
ansas, on January 138, 1918. He attended Paris 
High School and Arkansas Technical School at 
Russellville before entering the Army on March 9, 
1942. He had previously served two vears with the 
National Guard. Assigned to the 90th Infantry Di- 
vision, he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, 
Texas, and served overseas in the European theater 
with the 845th Field Artillery Bn. for 18 months, 
taking part in the Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Germany cam- 
paigns. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, 
he was honorably discharged on October 19, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


3.—M/Sgt. James C. Gattis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Gattis, was born May 15, 1919, at Paris, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending Paris 
High School, after which he was employed as man- 
ager of Sterling Store at Little Rock. Entering 
the Army Signal Corps at Camp Robinson February 
22, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and by attending Service Schools 
at Camp Crowder and New York, qualified as radio 
repairman (fixed station). Sergeant Gattis departed 
from the United States on December 5, 1944, for the 
Southwest Pacific theater where he served for 11 
months. For meritorious service he was awarded 
Meritorious Service Unit Award, Asiatic-Pacifie Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, December 8, 1945, and lives in 
Paris, Arkansas, with his wife, Reba, and their 
children. 


4.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c John Edward Bartsch son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Bartsch, was born at Paris, 
Arkansas, on July 38, 1918, attended St. Joseph’s 
Parochial School, and was employed as a machinist 
prior to his entrance into the Navy on April 4, 1944. 
Qualified by previous service in the Arkansas Na- 
tional Guard and by boot training at the Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, California, he was 
sent to Astoria, Oregon, where he boarded the 
U.S.S. Matanikan (an escort aircraft carrier) on 
June 26, 1944, serving throughout the war on this 
vessel. Among his decorations were the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the American Theater 
Award. Mate Martsch was honorably discharged 
from the service on August 4, 1945, at San Diego. 
He and his wife, Neoma, are the parents of five 
children. 


5.—T/Set. Murray L. Lloyd is the son of Mrs: Wilmer 
Lloyd of Paris, Arkansas, where he was born on 
October 17, 1917. After attending Paris High School, 
he was employed in the cleaning business and by a 
funeral home before entering the service on Novem- 
ber 25, 1942. He had first seen military service 
with Battery E, 142nd Field Artillery of the Na- 
tional Guard, enlisting in May 1937. After com- 
pleting basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, he 
attended special medical schools and was assigned 
to the medical detachment of the 10th Armored 
Division. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, Expert 
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Rifleman’s Medal and Driver’s Medal for tracked and 
wheel vehicles, Sergeant Lloyd is a veteran of more 
than five years’ military service with the National 
Guard and the Army. He suffered a bursted eardrum 
and was honorably discharged on January 14, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He is the father of 
two children. 


6.—Cpl. James Othel Richardson, son of the late 
James W. Richardson, who was killed in action in 
World War I, and Winnie Mae Stanley of Fort Smith, 
was born May 5, 1918, at Booneville, Arkansas. He 
attended Booneville High School and the University 
of Arkansas, and owned and operated the Western 
‘Auto Store at Booneville before entering the service 
on August 7, 1948. He received his basic training at_ 
New Orleans Army Air Base and attended special 
school in radio. Assigned to the 535th Air Engineer 
Sqdn., he arrived on Tinian Island in the South 
Pacific in November 1944, and remained overseas 
for 11 months, participating in the Western Pacific 
campaign. He holds the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. Corporal Rich- 
ardson was honorably discharged on November 24, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, 
Pauline, have two sons. 


7.—Segt. Garfield Hodges, son of Claude and Dora 
Hodges of Booneville, was born at Boothe, Arkansas, 
February 14, 1913, and graduated from Wewoka 
High School at Wewoka, Oklahoma. Entering mili- 
tary service on June 26, 1941, he received basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and became 
a military policeman. After serving three years in 
this country with the Engineers and Military Police, 
he arrived in Puerto Rico in October 1941, and re- 
mained there for one year. He was honorably dis- 
charged on October 22, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Jessie Fern, have one 
son. 


8.—Watertender 3/c Earl Theodore Bartsch is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Bartsch of Paris, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born on December 3, 1918. He 
attended the St. Joseph’s Parochial School and Paris 
High School and entered the Navy on March 28, 
1944. Trained at San Diego, California, he also 
attended the Machinist’s Mate School and after seven 
months of training in this country was sent to the 
Pacific theater where he served in both the Aleutian 
and Hawaiian areas. Overseas a total of more than 
14 months, he was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, February 1, 1946. He and his wife, Foy 
Deen, have one child. 


9.—Machinist’s Mate 2/c Paul Franklin Coger, son 
of Ona Franklin and Elva Coger, was born October 
24, 1924, at Clarksville, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Booneville High School in 1942, and attended 
Arkansas Polytechnic College before entering the 
Navy November 12, 1942. He received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and later by attending 
Machinist’s Mate School qualified for turret lathe 
specialist. After serving over two years in the United 
States, he departed March 24, 1945, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific where he served in Leyte Gulf, Philippines, 
and Hong Kong, China. Returning to the States 
February 17, 1946, he was honorably discharged 
February 27, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


10.—T/Sgt. Wilmer Leroy Lloyd was the son of 
Mrs. Wilmer Lloyd of Paris, Arkansas, where he 
was born. After completing his education at Paris 
High School he was employed as a drug clerk and 
cook until entering the Army on March 23, 1943. 
Assigned to the Air Corps, he received basic training 
at Amarillo, Texas; Las Vegas, Nevada, and Alex- 
andria, Louisiana. Sergeant Lloyd became an 
engineer-gunner on B-17 aircraft and arrived in 
England in May 1944. Assigned to the 545th Sqdn., 
384th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force, this brave soldier 
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took part in nine combat missions over Europe be- 
fore he was killed in action over England on July 
7, 1944. This gallant soldier, who gave his life in 
the line of duty, was the holder of the European 
Theater Ribbon and the Air Medal. He was buried 
in Cambridge American Military Cemetery near the 
university town of Cambridge, England, 42 miles 
northeast of London. His group had also been recom- 
mended for the Presidential Unit Citation. 


11.—Sgt. John W. Kenney, son of John and Mary 
Kenney of Booneville, was born on August 27, 1924, 
at Palestine, Arkansas. He was employed at the 
North Little Rock Railway Shops until entering the 
Air Corps on April 23, 1943. Sent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he later received special 
training at the Hondo School of Gunnery at Hondo, 
Texas, and at Iowa State Teacher’s College. Arriving 
in England in July 1944, he was wounded at Lud- 
wingshafen, Germany on September 3, 1944, and 
was captured by the Germans. He was a prisoner 
of war for nine months. Holder of the American 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, Air Medal, Purple Heart and the Good 
Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged on 
October 30, 1945, at San Antonio, Texas. - 


12.—T/5 Harold Don Flynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathaniel G. Flynn of Paris, Arkansas, was born 
at Russellville, Arkansas, on July 14, 1924. He 
attended Paris High School and combination Welder 
School at Atlanta, Georgia, and was employed as a 
welder at New London, Connecticut, until entering 
the Army on March 12, 1943. Corporal Flynn com- 
pleted basic training at Alexandria, Louisiana, and 
was assigned to the 735th Engineers. Arriving with 
this unit in the Southwest Pacific theater in Febru- 
ary 1944, he served successively on Guadalcanal, 
Leyte Island in the Philippines and in Japan. Over- 
seas two years, he holds the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Meritorious Service Award. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 
February 10, 1946, after serving two months with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan. 


13.—T/5 Paul N. Flynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathienel G. Flynn of Paris, Arkansas, was born at 
Russellville, Arkansas, on July 15, 1920. He at- 
tended Paris High School and Arkansas Tech at 
Russellville, and was a painter and cabinet worker 
until entering military service with the Arkansas 
National Guard on January 6, 1941. He served basic 
training at El Paso, Texas, and was sent with his 
unit, the 206th Coast Artillery, to the Aleutian 
Islands in August 1941. He saw action in the 
Aleutian campaign and was returned to this country. 
In October 1944, he was sent to France and served 
throughout the Central Europe campaign with the 
103rd Infantry. Overseas a total of almost 40 
months, he was severely wounded in Europe and 
was awarded the Purple Heart, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with one Battle Star, European Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star and Combat Infantry 
Badge. He was returned to the United States and, 
according to last report received, was a patient at 
O’Reilly General Hospital, Springfield, Missouri. 


14.—Sgt. Coy Paul Tinsley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Anson Tinsley, Sr., was born June 8, 1917, 
in Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris High School, 
graduating in 1937, and was afterwards associated 
in the mining business with his father and brothers. 
Entering the Air Corps July 17, 1942, he received 
basic training at St. Petersburg, Florida, qualifying 
as clerk and marksman. He served in the United 
States for more than two years before departing 
October 31, 1944, for India. Overseas more than a 
year, he participated in campaigns of Central Burma 
and India-Burma, also spending three months with 
the Army of Occupation. Sergeant Tinsley was 
awarded Presidential Unit Citation and two Bronze 
Stars. After being honorably discharged January 
8, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned 
to Paris, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Iva Bernice and their son. 
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15.—2nd Lt. Thomas David Tinsley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Anson Tinsley, Sr., was born October 
5, 1923, in Paris, Arkansas. He attended Paris High 
School, Northeastern Junior College at Miami, Okla- 
homa, and University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 
Entering the Marine Corps September 7, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Officer Candidate School and Anti- 
aircraft School, qualifying in Infantry and Light 
Anti-aircraft. Attached to the 8th Marines, 2nd 
Marine Division, he departed November 9, 1942, for 
Pearl Harbor and remained overseas for a year and 
a half, participating in the campaigns of Saipan and 
Tinian. He was once wounded in action and received 
the Purple Heart. After being honorably discharged 
December 4, 1945, at McAlister, Oklahoma, he re- 
turned to his home in Paris, Arkansas. 


16.—S/Sgt. Jerome F. Beshoner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Beshoner, was born at Paris, Arkansas, on 
May 11, 1923. He attended St. Joseph’s Parochial 
School and Paris High School. He was employed as 
a sales clerk at Wiggin’s Hardware Store at Paris 
until entering the service at Camp Robinson on 
January 16, 1943. Completing basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, he later attended Gunnery 
School at Las Vegas, Nevada; Technical School at 
Amarillo, Texas, and Radio School at Moses Lake, 
Washington, before being sent to the Italian theater 
in February 1944. He served as an aerial gunner 
and had flown 40 missions when he was reported 
missing in action on June 14, 1944, over Hvarand 
Island, off the west coast of Yugoslavia. He was 
officially declared dead on June 15, 1945. This 
gallant airman was the holder of the Air Medal 
with four Oak Leaf Clusters, the Good Conduct 
Medal and the Order of the Purple Heart, awarded 
posthumously. 


17.—Cpl. Joseph C. Beshoner is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe C. Beshoner of Paris, Arkansas, where he 
was born on April 5, 1921 He attended St. Joseph’s 
Parochial School, then was employed by the Safeway 
Baking Company at Kansas City, Missouri, upon 
entering the Army on September 38, 1942, at Cam 
Robinson. He served basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi, and became a mail clerk with the Air 
Corps. Arriving in the China-Burma-India theater 
in the spring of 1944, he saw 20 months of overseas 
service, taking part in the Central Burma and India- 
Burma campaigns. Corporal Beshoner holds the Dis- 
tinguished Unit Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
on January 1, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. 


18.—RM 3/c Lawrence C. Beshoner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Beshoner of Independence, Missouri, was 
born on October 3, 1915, at Paris, Arkansas. Upon 
completion of his education at St. Joseph’s Parochial 
School and Paris High School, he was employed 
as a shipping clerk for the Safeway Bakery of Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, until he entered the service on 
March 7, 1944. He completed his boot training 
at Farragut, Idaho, and later attended Radio School, 
becoming a radioman. Assigned to the U.S.S. Mis- 
sissippi, he was sent to the Pacific area in February 
1945, and saw action in the Philippines, at Okinawa 
and in the first occupation of Japan. Holder of 
the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars, and the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, his ship received commendations from Army 
and Marine units for it’s part at Okinawa. He was 
honorably discharged on December 23, 1945, at St. 
Louis, Missouri. He and his wife, Frances, have 
two children. 


19.—Midshipman Alford Lee Grissom is the son of 
Jeff Davis Grissom of Booneville, Arkansas, where 
he was born on January 10, 1925. He attended 
Booneville High School and entered the Navy on 
December 30, 1942. He completed boot training at 
San Diego, California, and was assigned to the 
U.S.S. Bailey. Overseas one year, he took part in 
the Gilbert Islands, Tarawa, Roi and Kwajalein oper- 
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Set. Clyde E. Featherston, son of Elijah and Rose Featherston of Norman, 
Arkansas, was born in Montgomery County, Arkansas, on October 16, 
1923. After graduating from Norman High School he was employed as a 
clerk at the Moody Hotel in Hot Springs until entering military service on 
June 12, 1942. Sergeant Featherston received basic training at Camp 
Wolters, Texas, and then attended the Parachute School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Assigned to Co. C, 502nd Parachute Infantry of the famous 101st 
Airborne Division, he was sent to England in September 1943, and took 
part in the invasion of Normandy with his unit. Taking part in the in- 
vasion of Holland, this brave soldier was killed ‘in action near Zon, Holland, 
on September 21, 1944. He was the holder of the European Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion and the Expert Rifleman Badge. 





CLYDE E. FEATHERSTON 


Maj. John Jefferson Watkins, son of Ada and William Watkins, was born 
April 8, 1918, in Mount Ida, Arkansas. He attended Mount Ida High 
School, Arkansas Polytechnic College, and Louisiana State University, 
receiving B.S. degree in Forestry. A member of the National Guard since 
January 1937, he volunteered for duty in the Army Air Corps July 15, 
1941. Major Watkins received primary training at Phoenix, Arizona; basic, 
Bakers Field, California; and advanced, Mather Field, California, and at- 
tended Boeing Aeronautics School, qualifying as pilot, B-25, and squadron 
commanding officer. He departed August 6, 1942, for New Guinea, and 
remained overseas for a year and eight months, participating in campaigns 
of Papua, Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, New Britain, Northern 
Solomons, and Buna. He was awarded American Defense and American 
Theater Ribbons, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Victory Ribbon, and Presidential Citation with one Oak Leaf | - 
Cluster. Major Watkins was still in service at last report. His wife, Forrest “== 
C., and their children, live in Mount Ida, Arkansas. JOHN J. WATKINS 





Set. Lowell A. Simpson, son of Dr. and Mrs. L. A. Simpson of Norman, 
Arkansas, was born at Big Fork, Arkansas, on May 238, 1920. After com- 
pleting his education at Norman High School, he was employed as an 
automotive mechanic until entering military service on September 9, 1942. 
Sent to Davis Monthan Field at Tucson, Arizona, for basic training, he 
specialized in mechanics work and after 10 months in this country, arrived 
in England as a member of the 1605th Ordnance Company. Overseas a 
total of 29 months, Sergeant Simpson participated in the Rhineland cam- 
paign and was awarded the Certificate of Merit and the European Theater 
Ribbon. Returning to this country, he was honorably discharged on De- 
cember 8, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Mildred, 
are the parents of a daughter, Martha Jane. 





LOWELL A. SIMPSON 


T/5 Victor Hugo Cox, son of Mr. and Mrs. Reece Watkins Cox, was born 
February 12, 1912, in Norman, Arkansas. He attended Norman High 
School, afterwards being engaged as a bookkeeper. Entering the Army 
July 27, 1943, he received basic training at North Camp Hood, Texas, and 
Camp Hale, Colorado, and attended Military Administration School, quali- 
fying as clerk, infantryman, tank gunner, and ordnance clerk. After 
serving in the United States for nine months attached to Ski Troops, Tank 
Destroyers, he departed May 5, 1944, for New Caledonia, and remained 
overseas a year and 10 months. He participated in the New Guinea cam- 
paign and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Infantry Badge, and Unit 
Citation. After being honorably discharged March 30, 1946, at Camp 
CP Arkansas, he returned to Norman, where he lives with his wife, 
‘dith. 





VICTOR H. COX 
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1.—Pvt. Henry F. Robbins, son of A. R. Robbins, 
was born on March 12, 1924, at Caddo Gap, Arkan- 
sas, attended Caddo Gap High School and entered 
the Army on April 14, 1944. He was sent to Camp 
Robinson for basic training and later attended 
Chaffeur School before being assigned to Co. G, 
232nd Regiment, 42nd Infantry Division. Arriving 
overseas in November 1944, his unit participated 
in the fighting in the Rhine Valley, and in January 
1945, Private Robbins was captured by the Germans 
and was a member of a prison working party near 
Dresden, Germany, until his liberation in May 1945. 
Overseas seven months, he is the holder of the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal and Combat Infantryman's 
Badge. He was honorably discharged on December 
6, 1945, at Camp Robinson. 


2.—Hospital Apprentice 1/c John L. Talley, son of 
John W. and Mollie Talley, was born March 9, 1909, 
at El Dorado, Oklahoma, moving to Arkansas in 
1910. He attended Mt. Ida, Arkansas, High School 
and Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards being 
employed by Whittington’s Pharmacy, Mt. Ida. A 


.member of Battery F, 206th Coast Artillery, Anti- 


aircraft, Arkansas National Guard, since September 
20, 1930, he entered the Naval Hospital Corps May 
12, 1944, receiving boot training at San Diego, and 
later attended Naval Hospital Corps School at San 
Diego. After serving six months in the United 
States, he departed October 25, 1944, for Guam, 
where he served for over a year. He received an 
honorable discharge at Memphis, December 15, 1945. 
He and his wife, Mildred, live in Mt. Ida with their 
son. 


3.—T/5 Olney Guinn, son of Mrs. Bettie Guinn, was 
born at Cherry Hill, Arkansas, August 27, 1915. He 
received his education by attending Mount Ida pub- 
lic schools, after which he was employed in con- 
struction work. Entering the Army on June 138, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Rucker, Alabama. 
After serving in the States he departed for the 
South Pacific theater on July 5, 1948, attached to 
Hq. Btry., 317th F.A. Bn. Corporal Guinn par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Palu Islands, Southern 
Philippines, and Western Pacific and for meritorious 
servicg,received the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two 
Bronze Service Stars, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze Star. 
After participation in these campaigns he spent two 
and a half months with the Army of Occupation. 
He returned to the States and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, December 11, 
1945. He lives with his wife, Blanche, and their 
child. 

4.—Cpl. Walter Vernon Smith, son of Walter and 
Eva Mae Parkerson of Mount Ida, Arkansas, was 
born at Caddo Gap, Arkansas, on November 19, 
1911. After attending Norman (Arkansas) High 
School, Arkansas Polytechnic Institute and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, he entered military service on 
July 13, 1943, and was sent to the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground at Aberdeen, Maryland, for basic training. 
Corporal Smith later attended Bomb Disposal and 
Ammunition School and arrived with his unit, the 
80th Bomb Disposal Squad, in the European theater 
in May 1944. Overseas a total of almost 20 months, 
he took part in the very dangerous work of dis- 
posing of enemy bombs, fuses and booby traps. 
Serving in this capacity throughout the Northern 
France, Ardennes, Central Europe and Rhineland 
campaigns, he was awarded the Soldier’s Medal and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged on December 9, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. He and his wife, Agnes, are the parents 
of one child. 


5.—Seaman Woodson H. Herrington, son of Mrs. 
Rena Herrington of Caddo Gap, Arkansas, was born 
June 16, 1913. He received his education in Arkan- 
sas public schools and was a graduate of the Caddo 
Gap High School. Seaman Herrington volunteered 
for the Navy and was a cook. No further informa- 
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tion regarding the service record of Seaman Her- 
rington was furnished. 


6.—T/5 James W. Dalton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Dalton, was born at Womble, Arkansas, October 
18, 1924. He received his education by attending 
Norman Grade and High Schools, after which he 
was employed as truck driver. Entering the Quar- 
termaster Corps on December 22, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, quali- 
fying for truck driver, heavy. After training in the 
United States over three months attached to Co. D, 
516th Q.M. Truck Regt., he departed March 30, 
1943, for Iran, and served over 32 months overseas. 
He participated in the campaigns of the Rhineland 
and Central Europe, and for meritorious service 
was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater of Operations Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, - 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the 
United States December 8, 1945, he was honorably 
oe eed at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, December 


7.—Fireman 1/c John E. Covington, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hubert Covington of Gurdon, Arkansas, was 
born April 24, 1921, in Black Springs, Arkansas. He 
attended Norman, Oklahoma, Schools, afterwards 
being employed as locomotive crane engineer. Enter- 
ing the Navy May 1 1944, he received boot training 
at Willimsburg, Virginia, qualifying as motor ma- 
chinist. He departed August 30, 1944, for New 
Guinea, and remained overseas for a year and five 
months, participating in the battle of Leyte in the 
Philippines. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 30, 1945, at St. Louis, Missouri, he returned 
to Mount Ida, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife Daisy Mae and their two children. 


8.—S/Sgt. Carl Reed Parkerson, son of Eva Mae 
and Walter Parkerson, was born at Norman, Ark- 
ansas, on July 2, 1924, and attended Norman High 
School prior to entering the service on July 13, 
1943. After having received basic training at Camp 
Fannin, Texas, and Sheppard Field, Texas, he at- 
tended the Heavy Bombardment Armorers and Gun- 
nery School and earned his gunner’s wings and the 
Army Air Force Crew Member’s Wings. Arriving 
in the Italian theater in November 1944, Sergeant 
Parkerson saw seven months of combat duty, en- 
gaging in the Central Europe, Balkans, Po Valley, 
Apennines and Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, 
he was honorably discharged on November 3, 1945, 
at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 


9.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c James William 
Condry, son of Mrs. Rhoda E. Brown of Waldron, 
Arkansas, was born at Waldron on August 6, 1911. 
After his graduation from Waldron High School 
he was employed successively by the Southwestern 
Gas and Electric Company of Waldron and the Dow 
Chemical Company of Freeport, Texas. He entered 
the Navy on September 12, 1942, and was sent to 
Corpus Christi, Texas, for basic training. With his 
Naval Air Service unit, he arrived at Pearl Harbor 
in February 1945, remaining in the. Pacific theater 
until he was returned to the United States for 
separation from service. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Wallace, Texas, on October 6, 1945. 


10.—Machinist Mate 3/c William Eugene Barrett, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Law Barrett, was born on Sep- 
tember 16, 1925, at Mount Ida, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Mount Ida High 
School. Entering the Navy on August 20, 1948, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
after 11 months’ service in the United States, was 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater on July 17, 1944. 
He saw service at Pearl Harbor and Guam and after 
over 17 months’ service overseas, was honorably 
discharged at Nashville, Tennessee, on January 9, 
1946. He lives in Mount Ida. 


11.—Seaman 1/c George W. Blalock, son of Lydia 
Mae Blalock of Waldron, Arkansas, was born in Scott 
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County, Arkansas, on November 4, 1916. He was 
engaged in the lumbering business in Scott County 
until entering the Navy on July 10, 1945. Seaman 
Blalock completed boot training at the Naval Train- 
ing Station at San Diego, California. He became 
expert in the operation and maintenance of electrical 
equipment and generators, and specialized in this 
work during his nine months in the Navy. He was 
honorably discharged on April 22, 1946, at Norman, 
Oklahoma. He and his wife, the former Addie Argie 
Brazil, are the parents of two children. 


12.—T/5 Glenn E. Fried, son of Mrs. Frank Fried 
and the late Mr. Fried of Mena, Arkansas, was born 
at Dorrance, Kansas, on September 25, 1908, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1913. He 
completed his education at St. Joseph’s Academy at 
Mena Arkansas, and St. Gregory’s College at Shaw- 
nee, Oklahoma. Enlisting in the Army on October 
27, 1942, he received his ordnance basic training at 
the Mississippi Ordnance Plant, Flora, Mississippi, 
and later attended the Santa Anita Ordnance School 
at Santa Anita, California, becoming an artillery and 
machinery mechanic. In September 1944, he was 
sent to the European theater and remained overseas 
a total of 11 months, seeing action in the Rhineland, 
Ardennes and Central Europe campaigns. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Oc- 
tober 15, 1945. He is the father of one daughter, 
Jeanette Alice. 


13.—T/Set. C. B. Nall, Jr. is the son of Clarence 
and Olive Nall of Mena, Arkansas, where he was 
born on October 2, 1919. He attended St. Joseph’s 
Academy at Mena, Mena High School and Subiaco 
College at Subiaco, Arkansas, and was connected 
with Nall’s Recreation Center at Mena until entering 
the Army on August 20, 1941. Trained at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, with the 6th Engineers, he 
later transferred to the Air Corps and attended 
armor and gunnery schools at Lowry Field, Colorado; 
Las Vegas, Nevada, and Ft. Myers, Florida. He 
became a gunner and was sent to the 8th Air Force 
in the European theater where he remained for one 
year. Sergeant Nall flew 24 combat missions and 
saw service in the Normandy, Northern France and 
Rhineland campaigns. Holder of the European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, Presidential Unit Citation 
with two Bronze Stars, American Defense Service 
Ribbon and a member of the Caterpillar Club, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on June 30, 1945. He and his wife, Dathene, 
have one son. 


14.—Pfe. Erwin Wood Martin was the son of Charles 
Leonard and Marie Loretta Martin of Waldron, 
Arkansas. He was born at Gainesville, Arkansas, 
on June 17, 1924, and attended Knobel High School 
at Knobel, Arkansas. Employed as a railway clerk 
by the Missouri-Pacific Railroad at Knobel, he 
entered the Marine Corps on June 10, 1943. After 
completing boot training at San Diego, California, 
he attended the Machine Gun School at Camp 
Pendleton, California, and the 60 MM Mortar School 
at Camp Elliott, California. Private Martin was 
sent to the South Pacific theater in October 1943, 
and took part in the fighting for Guam. He was 
wounded there and awarded the Purple Heart. This 
brave Marine was killed in action on March 15, 
1945, during the battle for Iwo Jima. He was serving 
with Co. C, 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division at 
the time of his death. Private Martin was awarded 
the Purple Heart with Gold Star, posthumously. He 
is survived by his widow, the former Naomi Clark. 


15.—T/Sgt. Winston Bryce Martin, son of Charles 
L. and Marie L. Martin of Waldron, Arkansas, was 
born on July 23, 1922, at Gainesville, Arkansas. He 
attended Gainesville, Oak Grove, and Knobel Schools 
and was engaged in farming, clerking, and railroad 
work until entering the Army on December 17, 1942. 
Sergeant Mar‘in served basic training at Camp 
Howze, Texas, and attended Blueprint School, In 
September 1944, he arrived with his unit, Con.C; 
333rd Infantry, 84th Infantry Division in the Euro- 
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pean theater. Overseas 16 months, he served as a 
platoon leader throughout the Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe campaigns. Wounded in Ger- 
many, he was awarded the Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman Badge, European Theater Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon, and the Expert’s Medal for the rifle, 
pistol, and mortar. He was honorably discharged 
on January 25, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. His wife is Marie Lenoria Martin. 


16.—Segt. Joe Ralph Huie is the son of Mrs. Lora 
Huie Scarbrough of Waldron, Arkansas, where he 
was born on December 6, 1920. He attended Wald- 
ron High School and the State Trade School. Em- 
ployed as an aircraft repairman, he entered the 
Marine Corps on May 17, 1944, and received his 
boot training at the Marine Corps Base, San Diego, 
California. He became a clerk-typist and served 
with VMF-461, Marine Air Group 46. In July 1945, 
he was sent to Majro atoll in the Marshall Islands. 
Overseas more than seven months, he was returned 
to the United States and was honorably discharged 
on April 15, 1946, at Miramar, San Diego, California. 
He and his wife, Marjorie Bess, have two children. 


17.—1st Lt. Richard E. Huie, son of Mrs. Lora Huie 
Scarbrough, was born April 12, 1919, at Waldron, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Waldron High School and Eastern Oklahoma A. 
& M. Enlisting in the Army January 1936, he 
served three years in Guard and Service Company, 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas; for one and a half years 
was in inactive status with Regular Army Reserve; 
and reenlisted for active duty in June 1941, serving 
at Camp Robinson until September 30, 1942, when 
he entered Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Departing from the United States May 10, 
1944, for Europe, he participated in the Normandy 
campaign and was killed in action at St. Lo August 
8, 1944. Among other decorations, he was awarded 
the Purple Heart, posthumously. He is survived by 
his mother, who lives in Waldron. 


18.—Chief Carpenter’s Mate Robert F. Huie, son of 
Mrs. Lora Huie Scarbrough, was born February 13, 
1910, at Waldron, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Waldron High School, afterwards 
being engaged in carpenter work. Formerly serving 
in the Field Artillery at Ft. Sill (1931-1933), and 
Guard and Service Company, Ft. Leavenworth, 
1934-1937, he entered the Naval Reserve in Septem- 
ber 1948. He received boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and served 10 months at Naval Air Station 
at Pearl Harbor and nine months at Naval Air Sta- 
tion, Johnston Island. Returning to the United 
States October 14, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, October 24, 1945. He and his wife 
Lucille, live in Waldron with their children. 


19.—Pfe. Emmett Ray Winchell, son of Mrs. Cora 
E. Winchell, was born September 14, 1917, at Wald- 
ron, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Waldron Public Schools and entered the Army 
Ordnance Department January 9, 1942, receiving 
basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming. He quali- 
fied for rifleman and after two years’ service was 
sent to the European Theater of Operations, at- 
tached to 38th Infantry Regt., on July 1, 1944. He 
participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Cent- 
ral European campaigns and was awarded the Com- 
bat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Unit 
Citation, European Theater .of Operations Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars, and one Bronze Star. Pri- 
vate Winchell received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Swift, Texas, October 22, 1945, and returned 
to Waldron. 

20.—Pfc. Glen Denton Faulkner, son of Mrs. Mollie L. 
Crutchfield, was born at Parks, Arkansas, April 19, 
1903. He received his education by attending Waldron 
High School, after which he was engaged in the dry 
cleaning and laundry business. Entering the Armed 
Forces August 20, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Lee, Virginia, later attending Midwest 
Motive Trades Institute where he specialized in 
laundry work. After serving almost eight months 
attached to Quartermaster Corps, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Blanding, Florida, March 31, 
1943. He and his wife, Erma Lea, reside at Waldron. 
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T/Sgt. James Roland Short, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Short of Mt. Ida, 
Arkansas, was born at Glenwood, Arkansas, on August 2, 1921. He at- 
tended Mt. Ida High School and entered military service on June 14, 1944. 
After serving his Infantry basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, he was 
sent to the European theater in November 1944, and took part in the Rhine- 
land, Ardennes and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas more than 13 
months, he was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, the Bronze Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
He served seven months with the Army of Occupation of Germany and 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on January 
14, 1946. All his overseas service was with the famous 57 millimeter anti- 
tank guns. He and his wife, the former Ina Ruth Wingfield, are the 
parents of one child. 





JAMES R. SHORT 


Chief Commissary Steward Allen M. Kilby, son of William Ernest Kilby 
of Hot Springs was born at Mount Ida, Arkansas, September 17, 1912. 
He completed his education at Mount Ida and then enlisted in the Regular 
Navy on October 1, 1929. He completed his boot training and Norfolk, 
Virginia, and became a steward. Chief Kilby has seen more than 16 years 
of continuous service with the Navy. Before this country entered the war, 
he served aboard destroyers which were guarding convoys of supplies to 
England, Iceland and Murmansk, Russia. In February 1942, he was sent 
to the British West Indies and served there almost two years, spending 
much of this time stationed on Trinidad. He was honorably discharged 
on October 1, 1945, and will remain in the Navy. He and his wife, Lophelia 
Talley, are the parents of three sons. 
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ALLEN M. KILBY 


Seaman 1/c Jarrell D. Foshee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Foshee, was 
born January 3, 1926, in Glenwood, Arkansas. He graduated from Norman, 
Arkansas, High School. Entering the Navy May 18, 1944, he received boot 
training at Camp Wallace, Texas. Seaman Foshee departed in August 
1944, for Shanghai, China, and remained overseas for more than a year 
and a half. After being honorably discharged May 24, 1946, at New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, he returned to his home in Norman, Arkansas. 





JARRELL D. FOSHEE 


Pfe. Cloyd W. Short, son of Mr. and Mrs. George R. Short, was born at 
Glenwood, Arkansas on November 26, 1918. After attending Mount Ida 
High School, he was engaged in farming and carpenter work prior to 
entering military service on May 18, 1944. After receiving his basic train- 
ing at Camp Fannin, Texas, he was sent with his unit, the famous 1st In- 
fantry Division, 16th Infantry Regiment, to the European theater on 
November 38, 1944, and served with that division throughout the hard fight- 
ing in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 
a total of nine months, he was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation 
with Cluster, European Theater Ribbon, Combat Infantryman’s Badge 
and Good Conduct Medal. Private Short was honorably discharged on 
October 11, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He is the husband of Regie 
M. Short. They have two children. \ 
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Lt. Col. Willard Wesley Moseley is the son of the late Mattie 
Elizabeth and Jessie Willard Moseley of Mena, Arkansas, where 
he was born on February 6, 1905. Educated in the Mena High 
School, he was a printer and grocer until entering military service 
with Battery D, 142nd Field Artillery of the Arkansas National 
Guard on January 6, 1941. He received artillery training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, and served with the Artillery until transferring 
to the Air Corps in February 1942. Colonel Moseley completed 
his air training at Lowry Field, Colorado, and became a supply 
officer. Sent to Hawaii in May 1942, he saw 41 months of foreign 
service. A veteran of more than five years of military service, 
Colonel Moseley was placed on inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on February 27, 1946. He and his wife, the former 
Gertrude Joplin, are the parents of one daughter. 





WILLARD W. MOSELEY 








T/4 Paul Martin, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Nichols Martin, 
was born December 10, 1910, at Mena, Arkansas. After attend- 
ing Mena Public Schools he was engaged in road maintenance 
and construction. He entered the Armed Forces August 5, 1943, 
being assigned to 25th Armored Eng. Bn., 6th Armored Division, 
and receiving basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. Later 
he attended Service Schools for basic engineering, utility repair- 
man, and special equipment operator. After training over nine 
months he was sent to England June 16, 1944, and participated 
in the Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe campaigns, 
serving with 6th Armored Division in clearing roads of mines 
northeast of Bastogne and through Siegfried Line for tanks and 
removing road blocks. He qualified for expert rifleman and was 
awarded three Bronze Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Barracks, January 
25, 1946, returning to Mena, where he lives with his wife, Helen 
Marie. 





PAUL MARTIN 
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Set. Mike Edward Kelly, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Spencer Kelly 
of Mena, Arkansas, was born at Tucumcari, New Mexico, on De- 
cember 10, 1909, and moved with his parents to Arkansas in 
1922. Upon completion of his education at Mena High School, 
he was engaged in merchandising until entering military service 
on April 5, 1944. Sergeant Kelly received basic Infantry train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and in September 1944, was 
sent to Scotland, later taking part in the Rhineland, Ruhr Valley 
and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 13 months, he served 
with the famous 1st Infantry Division of the 1st Army. Wounded 
in Germany, he was awarded the Purple Heart, three Presidential 
Unit Citations which his unit received, and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After serving five months with the Army of Occupation 
of Germany, Sergeant Kelly was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on 
November 18, 1945. He and his wife, the former Mattie Lou 
Tucker, have two children. 





MIKE E. KELLY 


* 


T/4 Murry Carlton Johnson, son of Edith May Holbrook and the late J. R. 
Johnson of Mena, Arkansas, was born at Pike, Arkansas, on October 16, 
1910. He completed his education at Hot Springs High School and was 
employed as a service station operator until entering the Army on May 
16, 1942. Sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for basic training, he later com- 
pleted courses at the Auto Mechanic’s School at Camp Wolters and Auto 
Mechanic’s School in the Tank Destroyer School at Camp Hood, Texas. 
Sergeant Johnson became a crew chief of repair shops and after service 
in this country with the 819th Tank Destroyer Battalion was sent to the 
South Pacific theater in March 1944. Overseas a total of 21 months, he 
served successively in the Hawaiian Islands and the Palau Islands and took 
part in the Western Pacific campaign. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory 
Medal he was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, on December 6, 
1945. His wife is the former Agnes Leland Gilbert. 





MURRY C. JOHNSON 


2nd Lt. Ralph Edward Johnson, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Edward 
Johnson, Sr., was born August 26, 1923, in Murfreesboro, Arkansas. He 
completed his education by attending the University of Arkansas. Enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps February 21, 1943, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Service School at Oklahoma City 
University. He received pre-flight training at Santa Ana, California; pri- 
mary and basic flight training at Ontario, California; advanced training at 
Stockton, California; four-engine training at Roswell, New Mexico, and 
combat phase training at Sioux City, Iowa, qualifying as pilot (four-engine). 
Lieutenant Johnson departed November 21, 1944, for England and the 
European Theater of Operations and participated in the Rhineland and 
Ardennes campaigns. Attached to the 379th Bomb Group, he flew 35 
missions and was awarded the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters. 
After being honorably discharged October 4, 1945, at Ellington Field, 
Texas, he returned to Mena, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Madge, 
RALPH E. JOHNSON, JR. and their daughter. 
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JAMES E. SANDERS 
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Cpl. James Eugene Sanders, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sanders of Mena, 
Arkansas, was born at Branch, Arkansas, on September 14, 1917, and 
was educated at Mena High School. Employed as a trucking contractor, 
he entered the Marine Corps on April-25, 1944. Upon completion of boot 
training at San Diego, California, he became a rifle platoon radio operator 
and was sent to the South Pacific theater in September 1944. Overseas 
11 months, he took part in the Palau and Okinawa campaigns. Wounded 
twice, he was awarded the Purple Heart with Gold Star, and also holds 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Navy Unit Cita- 
tion, Presidential Unit Citation, American Theater Ribbon, and the Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Corpus Christi, Texas, on De- 
cember 13, 1945. He and his wife, Reva, have one child. 


Cpl. Aubrey Jackson Wimberly, son of Neve and Inez Wemberly, was born 
at Cherry Hill, Arkansas, on March 23, 1909. He attended Mena Grade 
School and High School and University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
employed as school teacher and postal clerk. Entering the Armed Forces 
in January 1943, he received basic training at Camp Lee, Virginia, 
specializing in mail service. Corporal Wimberly served two years in 
the United States and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- 
ary 10, 1946. He and his wife, Ruth, live in Mena, Arkansas, with their 


children. 








AUBREY J. WIMBERLY 


T/3 Paul D. Gibson, son of Ida and J. D. Gibson, was born September 2, 
1914, at Barber, Arkansas. He attended Booneville High School, after- 
wards being engaged as a skilled operator in direct construction work. 
Entering the Army Engineers April 4, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Abbott, Oregon, and Ft. Lewis, Washington, and attended Heavy 
Equipment School, qualifying as heavy duty equipment operator, bulldozer 
and shovel operator, and sharpshooter. Attached to Engineer Construction 
Battalion, he departed June 26, 1945, for Okinawa and was later sent to 
Seoul, Korea, remaining overseas for 10 months. Sergeant Gibson spent 
eight months with the Army of Occupation and was awarded Good Con- 
duct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Sharpshooter’s Medal, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 15, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Kirby, Arkansas, 





PAUL D. GIBSON 


. Clayton O. Hatley, son of Mrs. J. I. Summers of Mena, Arkansas, 
SU Nia ae Barling, Ree eae on February 28, 1921. After graduating 
from Mena High School, he entered the Arkansas National Guard on De- 
cember 14, 1938, and entered active service with the Field Artillery on 
January 6, 1941. Sergeant Hatley trained at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and Camp 
Bowie, Texas, and with his unit, the 937th Field Artillery Bn., arrived in 
North Africa in August, 1943. After completing further training in Af- 
rica, he was sent to Italy and there took part in the Naples-Foggia and 
Rome-Arno campaigns. He also saw action in the invasion of Southern 
France and in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Overseas 
two years, he is the holder of the Bronze Star Medal with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and one 
Arrowhead, and the Good Conduct Medal. After four months with the 
Army of Occupation he was returned to this country by air and was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on September 9, 
1945. He now makes his home at Mena with his wife, Naomi. 
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where he lives with his wife, Mabel, and their son. 


CLAYTON 





HATLEY 








FRANCIS M. ARWOOD, JR. 


T/5 Quinton B. Farmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Farmer of Mena, Ark- 
ansas, was born February 6, 1924. He moved to Arkansas in 1928, and 
attended schools in Mena. He entered the Shady C.C.C. Camp April 7, 
1941, and received an honorable discharge December 27, 1941. He then 
went to San Francisco, California, and was employed as a stenographer 
in an insurance company. Corporal Farmer entered the Army February 
19, 1943. His wife is Syble L. Farmer. No further information regarding 
the service record of Corporal Farmer was furnished. 





CHARLES E. PYLE, JR. 


Ist Lt. Jack T. Ratliff is the son of E. O. Ratliff of Mena, Arkansas, where 
he was born on November 29, 1922. He attended Mena High School and 
completed his education at Indiana State College at Terre Haute, Indiana, 
before entering the Army Air Corps as a flying cadet on July 7, 1942. 
Lieutenant Ratliff began his cadet training at Santa Ana, California, and 
from there was sent to Santa Maria, Bakersfield and Minter Field, Cali- 
fornia. He completed his training at Ft. Sumner, New Mexico, and was 
awarded his pilot’s wings and a commission as a second lieutenant there. 
In May 1944, he was sent to England and during his seven months over- 
seas he took part in the invasion of Normandy and Southern France, as 
well as the campaign against western Germany. Holder of the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters and the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, he was released from 
active duty on October 3, 1945, and was transferred to the Reserve Corps. 
He and his wife, the former Dorothy Eddleman, have one daughter. 
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Capt. Francis M. Arwood, Jr., is the son of Francis M. Arwood, Sr., of 
Mena, Arkansas. Born in Mena on June 8, 1906, he completed his educa- 
tion at Mena High School and was a cafe owner and operator until entering 
military service with the Field Artillery on January 6, 1941. He was sent 
to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, to attend the Field Artillery School and later at- 
tended the Tank Destroyer School at Camp Hood, Texas. A veteran of 
service with the 142nd Field Artillery Bn. and the 781st Tank Destroyer 
Co. (Sep.), he arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in September 1942, and 
remained in that area for almost three years. Captain Arwood holds the 
Sharpshooter’s Medal for the rifle and the Expert’s Medal for the carbine 
and pistol. He was returned to this country and was placed on inactive 
duty on February 12, 1946. He and his wife, Estelle Mae, have one child. 





QUINTON B. FARMER 


Boatswain’s Mate 1/c Charles Estes Pyle, Jr., son of Mary and Charles 
Estes Pyle, Sr., was born June 30, 1920, in Dallas, Texas, moving to 
Arkansas in 1938. He attended Pontotoc, Mississippi, Public School; Calvin, 
Oklahoma, High School; and Waldron, Arkansas, High School. Entering 
the Navy January 16, 1940, he received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, 
qualifying as rigger. Overseas for five years, he served in nine major 
campaigns, saw the U.S.S. Alexander Hamilton go down, was transferred 
from the U.S.S. Jacob Jones the day before it went down, and served on 
the U.S.S. Yukon supply ship for two years and later on the destroyer 
Meade. He was awarded American Defense Service Ribbon with one Star, 
American Area Campaign Ribbon, European-African Campaign Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon with eight Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
January 22, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his home in 
Mena, Arkansas. 





JACK T. RATLIFF 
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JOHN M. DOROUGH, JR. 


Motor Machinist’s Mate 1/c George Wayne Campbell, Sr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cyrus Anderson Campbell, was born at Mena, Arkansas, on August 
8, 1920. He received his education by attending Grade School at Cove, 
Arkansas, and High School at Hatfield, Arkansas, after which he was 
in business as a used car dealer. Entering the Coast Guard May 20, 1942, 
he received boot training at New Orleans, later attending Cooper-Bessmen 
Diesel School and Sterling Engine Company School. He served on a Coast 
Guard cutter for 16 months and was awarded Marksmanship Medal and 
Good Conduct Medal. Mate Campbell received an honorable discharge 
November 6, 1945, at New Orleans. He and his wife, Lillian Grayce, live 
in Mena with their son. 


i 





HUPERT W. FRAKER 


Capt. J. B. Wallace, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Wallace of Mena, 
Arkansas, where he was born on February 7, 1914. He was educated at 
Arkansas State Teachers College and was employed as an auditor at the 
Sinclair Refining Company offices in New York City until entering military 
service on August 19, 1941. He served basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, and then attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 
Commissioned as an Infantry officer, he served two years in this country 
with the 152nd Infantry and arrived in the South Pacific theater in J anu- 
ary 1944. Overseas a total of 22 months, he saw action in the fighting on 
New Guinea and Leyte and Luzon in the Philippines. Returning to this 
country he was placed on inactive service on February 2, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Doris, are the parents of two chil- 


dren. 
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Cpl. John M. Dorough, Jr., son of John M. Dorough, Sr. of Mena, Arkansas, 
was born at Cherry Hill, Arkansas, on July 1, 1919. He completed his 
education in the Mena schools and was employed as a shoe repairman 
until entering military service on November 17, 1942. Assigned to the Air 
Corps, he received his basic training at Majors Army Air Field, Greenville, 
Texas, and served with the Air Corps until he was transferred to the 
Infantry in January, 1945. In March 1945, Corporal Dorough was sent 
to the European theater and attached to the 10th Armored Division, taking 
part in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns as a rifleman with 
this unit. Overseas six months, he was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American Theater Campaign Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and Combat Infantryman Badge. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, on November 18, 1945. 





GEORGE W. CAMPBELL, SR. 


1st Lt. Hubert W. Fraker, son of Mrs. Frank A. Johnson of Confidence, 
California, was born at Burkburnett, Texas, March 11, 1922, moving 
to Arkansas in 1923. He received his education by attending Mena, Ark- 
ansas, High School, and the University of Oklahoma. Entering the Army 
Air Force on August 13, 1942, he received basic training at Santa Ana, 
California, and later attended Victorville Bombardier School in California, 
where he qualified as bombardier. After 14 months’ service in the United 
States, he sailed on October 27, 1943, for England and served in the Eu- 
ropean Theater of Operations until the close of the war. He was wounded 
in action and was awarded the Purple Heart and Air Medal. Lieutenant 
Fraker was honorably discharged at San Antonio December 138, 1945, and 
returned to Mena, where he lives with his wife, Carol. 





bis 


J. B. WALLACE, JR. 
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Set. Alice Marciella Standridge, daughter of Mrs. Ova Madeanne Heath 
Standridge, was born December 2, 1922, at Mena, Arkansas. She received 
her education by attending Mena Grade and High Schools and St. Joseph 
Business College, Mena, afterwards being employed as civil service stenog- 
rapher in the Navy Department, Washington, D. C. Enlisting in the 
Women’s Army Corps May 6, 1948, she received basie training at Ft. 
Oglethorpe, Georgia, qualifying for stenographer. After almost 12 months’ 
training, she was sent to the Southwest Pacific area, arriving in Brisbane, 
Australia, September 11, 1944, attached to Judge Advocate Branch. Ser- 
geant Standridge served in New Guinea and the Philippine Islands for 15 
months and was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, and Philippine Liberation, Good Conduct, 
Victory, and WAAC Service Ribbons. She received an honorable discharge 
at Ft. Sam Houston November 25, 1945, and lives in Mena. 





ALICE M. STANDRIDGE 


Sgt. Louis I. Walker, son of Mrs. Joan Walker of Mena, Arkansas, was 
born at Opal, Arkansas, on September 16, 1921. He attended Cherry Hill 
High School, and the San Diego Vocational School at San Diego, California. 
Employed as an aircraft inspector, he entered the military service on 
September 9, 1942, and was assigned to the Air Force. Sergeant Walker 
completed basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and then served 
three years in this country with the 39th Bomb Group. He was sent to 
the South Pacific theater in June 1945, and saw service on the islands of _ 
Saipan, and Guam. Overseas six months, he was returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged on January 23, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Araknsas. He and his wife, Amadean, are the parents of one child. 





LOUIS I. WALKER 


Capt. Orville T. Ogden, son of Fannie Ray and John Riley Ogden, was born 
February 19, 1905, in Fayetteville, Arkansas. After graduating from Mena, 
Arkansas, High School in 1923, he taught school, worked on newspapers 
in Oklahoma and Arizona, and was employed for 14 years by the Star 
Publishing Company of Mena. Entering the Field Artillery June 15, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and attended Field 
Artillery Specialists’ School at Camp Roberts and Adjutant General’s 
School at Fargo, North Dakota, qualifying as personnel officer. After 
serving in the United States for three years at New Cumberland, Pennsyl- 
vania, he departed August 7, 1945, for the 13th Replacement Depot in 
Hawaii. Overseas for six months, he was assigned to Army Personnel 
Center, Oahu, Hawaii, as personnel officer and was awarded American 
Campaign, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, World War II Victory, and Commenda- 
tion Ribbons. He was honorably discharged April 8, 1946, at Camp Atter- 
bury, Indiana, and returned to Mena, where he lives with his wife, Mar- 
ORVILLE T. OGDEN garet Lois. 








Coxswain James William Taff, son of Maude Anne and James Asbury 
Taff, was born September 9, 1926, in Waldron, Arkansas. He attended 
Waldron High School, afterwards being employed at Waldron Conoco 
Service Station and engaged in farming and raising purebred Guernsey 
cattle. Entering the Naval Reserve September 7, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California. Coxswain Taff departed January 31, 
1945, for Leyte and later was sent to the Marshall Islands, Marianas, 
Guam, Carolines, China, Korea, and Hawaiian Islands. Overseas for a year 
and nine months, he served on the U.S.S. L.S.M. Nos. 115, 360, and 986, 
engaged in transporting Marines to China during the Communist- 
Nationalist uprisings and transporting men and equipment between Paci- 
fic island bases. He was awarded Victory Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After being honorably discharged June 
6, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Waldron, 
Arkansas. 





JAMES W. TAFF 
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Lt. (s. g.) Marvin Layton Millard, son of John and Roxie Millard 
of Blue Bell, Arkansas, was born at Blue Bell on September 20, 
1908. Educated at Arkansas Technical College at Russellville 
and Tulsa University at Tulsa, Oklahoma, he gave up his posi- 
tion as assistant cashier with the National Bank of Tulsa to 
enter the Navy on November 30, 1942. Lieutenant Millard com- 
pleted his Navy training at Treasure Island, San Francisco, 
California, and served 20 months at sea as a gunnery officer 
aboard merchant ships. He also saw 12 months of service in the 
Port Director’s Office at Cristobal in the Panama Canal Zone. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, European Theater Ribbon and American Theater 
Ribbon for his service in these zones. Lieutenant Millard was 
released from active duty on November 12, 1945. His wife is 
Willette Millard. 





MARVIN L. MILLARD 








T/4 Clarence Franklin Williamson Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clar- 
ence Williamson, was born at Fayetteville, Arkansas, on October 
23, 1922, received his education at Springdale, Arkansas, High 
School, and entered military service with his Arkansas National 
Guard unit on January 6, 1941. He received his basic training 
with the 206th Field Artillery (anti-aircraft) at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
and on December 18, 1941, sailed with his unit for the Aleutian 
Islands. Later he was returned to the United States and sent 
to the European theater, where he saw service In the Rhineland 
and Central European campaigns. Sergeant Williamson was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. He was 
honorably discharged from service at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, September 27, 1945. He is the husband of Kathryn 


Williamson. 





ee 


C. F. WILLIAMSON, JR. 
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ORREN L. HAYS 
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Maj. Orren Lee Hays, son of Dr. James Fred and Anna Poyner 
Hays, was born January 28, 1903, at Dover, Arkansas. Receiving 
his education by attending University of Arkansas and Bryson 
College, he was later instructor, coach, and director of athletics 
at Bryson College, Yazoo City, Mississippi, and Texarkana, Ark- 
ansas. He also served as company commander, Co. 3777 and Co. 
1781, C.C.C., and division chief of transport and supply, War 
Relocation Authority, Jerome, Arkansas. Entering the Coast 
Artillery Corps (Military Government), April 25, 1943, he re- 
ceived Refresher Course at Camp Wallace, Texas, and by attend- 
ing various service schools specialized for military government 
officer. After serving over 15 months attached to Headquarters 
A.A.R.T.C., Camp Wallace, Texas, he was sent to England Feb- 
ruary 12, 1944. He served in the campaigns of Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe, and later was military 
governor, Kreis Bruchsal, Baden, Germany, for three months. 
Major Hays was awarded the Bronze Service Star and was honor- 
ably separated from the service March 6, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 
He and his wife, Virginia, live in Little Rock with their sons. 








Cpl. Robert Smith Turner, son of Lucile S. and Webster F. Turner, 
was born January 30, 1927, in Russellville, Arkansas. He gradu- 
ated from Russellville High School January 1, 1945. Entering 
the Marine Corps, Fleet Marine Force, January 23, 1945, he 
received boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, and 
advanced training at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, and Camp 
Pendleton, California. After serving for six months in the United 
States, Corporal Turner departed August 4, 1945, for the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations. He attended Ordance Warehouse 
School for eight weeks in Guam, where, according to last report 
received, he was still in service with the Ordnance Co., 5th Field 
Depot, service Command, Marine Corps. He was awarded Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal. Corporal Turner expects to return to the United 
States January 1949. His home is in Russellville, Arkansas. 
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ROBERT S. TURNER 
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S/Sgt. Charles J. Rogers, Jr., was the son of Charles J. and 
Marie Rogers of Russellville, Arkansas, where he was born on 
July 1, 1924. He attended Russellville High School and Arkansas 
Tech before entering the Air Corps Reserve in November 1942. 
He was called to active service on January 28, 1948, and was sent 
to Sheppard Field, Texas, for basic training. He later served at 
Wichita University, Wichita, Kansas, and at the San Antonio 
Aviation Cadet Center. He was sent to Jones Field at Bonham, 
Texas, to serve his pre-flight training and later received his 
wings as an aerial gunner at Laredo, Texas, on December 7h 
1943. Sergeant Rogers was sent to the European theater in J uly 
1944, and was based in England. He flew 27 combat bombing 
missions over Germany as a gunner. This gallant soldier was 
killed in action in a raid over Hannover, Germany, on November 
4, 1944. He was the holder of the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and had been overseas but three months at the time of 
his death. 





CHARLES J. ROGERS, JR. 








1st Lt. Marvin Salmon, son of Grace and Joseph Edward 
Salmon, was born July 12, 1919, in Bass, Arkansas. He attended 
Russellville High School, Arkansas Polytechnic College, and 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. Entering the 
Marine Corps September 7, 1942, he received boot training at Par- 
ris Island, South Carolina, and attended Officer Candidate Schoo! 
and Reserve Officers’ Class at Quantico, Virginia, qualifying as 
infantry rifle platoon and mortar platoon leader. After serving 
in the United States with the 40th Replacement Bn., San Diego, 
and Casual Company, Mare Island, California, he departed Janu- 
ary 23, 1944, for New Caledonia and remained overseas for a year 
and a half. Lieutenant Salmon participated in the campaigns 
of Guam, Marianas Islands, and Okinawa, and was severely 
wounded in action twice. He was awarded the Purple Heart with 
Gold Star, Presidential Unit Citation, and Navy Unit Citation. 
At last report he was still hospitalized at Mare Island, California, 
attached to the Casual Company Marine Barracks, pending re- 
tirement. His wife, Mary Faye, lives in Russellville, Arkansas. 





MARVIN SALMON 
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Capt. Walton Lewis Hogan, Sr., son of Mrs. Clara Lavance Hogan 
and the late Walton Cloud Hogan, was born September 26, 1918, 
in Atkins, Arkansas. He attended Atkins High School and Arkan- 
sas Polytechnic College, afterwards being engaged as owner of 
Hogan’s Cleaners in Atkins. He joined the National Guard, 
Battery F, 206th C.A., A.A., September 26, 1939, and entered 
service January 6, 1941. He transferred to the Quartermaster 
Corps May 15, 1942, and to the Air Corps in September, 1942. 
First serving as first sergeant, he received training at Ft. Bliss, 
El Paso, Texas; flight training at San Antonio, Bonham, Majors 
Field and Houston, Texas, and Liberal, Kansas; bombsight 
maintenance training at Cerrignola, Italy; personnel and equip- 
ment training at Orlando, Florida, and maintenance management 
training at Orlando. Captain Hogan served in the United States 
for seven months, he departed July 1941, for the Aleutian 
Islands, and was later sent to Cerrignola, Italy. Overseas for a 
total of two years and six months, he participated in the Aleu- 
tian campaign and all major campaigns of Europe. Captain 
Hogan was awarded the Air Medal with two Clusters, Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater, American Defense, Asiatic- 
Pacific and European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbons, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, and Citation from 15th Air Force. At last 
report he was still in service at Ft. Worth Army Air Field. His 


WALTON L. HOGAN, SR. wife, Meda Jane, and their son live in Russellville, Arkansas. 


ist Lt. Heartsill Ragon Bartlett, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy C. Barlett of 
Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Appleton, Arkansas, January 28, 1916. 
He attended Russellville High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College 
and entered the Army on June 8, 1942. Assigned to the Anti-aircraft Ar- 
tillery, he served basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, and then was 
selected to attend Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North Carolina, 
where he was commissioned on November 5, 1942. He became battery 
commander and was sent with his unit, the 481st Anti-aircraft Battalion to 
the European theater in February 1944. Overseas 20 months, he took part al 
in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns and in the defense of England and also attended the Information 
and Education School at Paris, France. He had attended the Combat 
intelligence School at Camp Davis before going overseas. Lieutenant Bart- 
lett was released from active service at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 
December 2, 1945. His wife is Polly Ann Bartlett. 
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HEARTSELL R. BARTLETT 


S/Sgt. John R. Williamson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Leonard Wil- 
liamson of Russellville, Arkansas, where he was born on April 24, 1917. 
He was educated at Russellville High School and also attended Arkansas 
Polytechnic College at Russellville before entering military service on July 
23, 1943. Assigned to the Air Corps, he was sent to Miami Beach, Florida, 
for basic training and later attended special schools at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Clinton, South Carolina, and Aerial Gunnery School at Tyndall Field, 
Florida, becoming an armorer-gunner. Sergeant Williamson served one and 
a half years in this country and in January 1945, was sent to the Marianas 
Islands in the South Pacific area as a member of the 5th Bombardment 
Sqdn. Overseas more than nine months, he flew 33 missions over enemy 
territory and was awarded Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, Good Conduct Medal and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas on October 27, 1945. He and his wife, the former 
Dorothy McGraw, are the parents of one vhild. 
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Lt. Col. Reuben E. Cole, son of Charles E. and Corinne G. Cole, was bor 
March 18, 1905, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. After completing his Breton 
by attending Central High School, Memphis, Tennessee, and the University 
of Tennessee, he was engaged as engineer. Entering the Army Corps of 
Engineers May 9, 1942, he specialized as district engineer and served nearly 
four years attached to 9806th TSU Det. No. 1. He was presented the 
Legion of Merit January 28, 1946. Colonel Cole was still in service at last 
report, and after separation will remain as a reserve officer. He and his 
wife, Elizabeth, live in Russellville, Arkansas, with their children. 


REUBEN E. COLE 


T/Sgt. Charles E. Cole, son of Charles KE. and Corinne G. Cole of Russell- 
ville, Arkansas, was born on August 10, 1916, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He 
graduated from Russellville High School and was employed by Bent 
Brothers and Griffith in dam construction work in New Mexico before 
entering military service with the National Guard in July, 1940. Called 
to active duty on December 23, 1940, he was sent to Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, for basic training. Arriving in the Aleutian Islands in April 
1942, he served with his unit, the 153rd Infantry, in the Aleutian cam- 
paign. Overseas more than 23 months, he was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star. Upon returning to 
this country in March 1944, he was sent to Co. D, 125th Infantry Training 
Bn. at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, where he served until he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Robinson on September 27, 1945. He and his wife, 
Neola, have one child. 


Medal and American Theater Ribbon. 





JAMES H. COLE 


T/4 Hugh G. Cole, son of the late Charles E. Cole and Mrs. Corinne G. Cole 
of Russellville, was born on November 26, 1909, near Dardanelle, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Russellville High School, Memphis State College at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Arkansas Tech at Russellville, and was employed 
by the U. S. Engineers Survey Department at Memphis, Tennessee, before 
entering military service on July 3, 1948. Sent to Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, for basic training, he also attended Surveying School at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia, and was assigned to the Corps of Engineers as a surveyor. 
He arrived in the South Pacific area in July 1944, and served throughout 
the New Guinea, Southern Philippine and Luzon campaigns. With a total 
of almost 18 months of overseas duty, he is the holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Star, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal 
and the Victory Ribbon. After serving four months with the Army of 
Occupation of Japan, he was returned to this country and was honorably 
discharged January 14, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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E. COLE 


Pfe. James H. Cole, son of Charles E. and Corinne G. Cole of Russellville, 
Arkansas, was born in Yell County, Arkansas, August 4, 1921. He com- 
pleted his education at Russellville High School and was engaged in farm 
work until entering military service on August 31, 1939, when he enlisted 
in the Regular Army at Ft. McDowell, California. Private Cole was as- 
signed to the Army Service Forces and served as a warehouseman in the 
Transportation Corps. On October 13, 1939, he arrived in the Panama 
Canal Zone and spent almost four and a half years on foreign duty. He 
has since served at Newport News, Virginia, and was honorably discharged 
on April 3, 1945, at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He holds the Good Conduct 
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T/5 John Robert Cheek was the son of Mr. and Mrs. FOL =e 
Atkins, Arkansas. Born at Hattieville, Arkansas, on August 29, 1909, he _ 
attended Atkins High School, graduating in 1929, and became a junior — 

member of the Cheek Wholesale Grocery Company. Entering military 
service at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, November 30, 1942, he was assigned 
to the 102nd Infantry Division and served basic training with the 405th 
Infantry of that unit at Camp Maxey, Texas. He specialized in radio oper- 
ation and was sent to France in September 1942. This brave soldier was 
killed in action in the town of Immendorf, Germany, on November 24, 
1944, by artillery fire. His body now rests in the United States Military 
Cemetery at Margraten, Holland, and will later be returned to the Unite 













JOHN R. CHEEK 


T/Set. George Edmond Bailey is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Charles 
Fisher of Atkins, Arkansas, where he was born on September 20, 1918. 
He attended Atkins High School and completed his education at Henderson 
State Teachers College. Engaged in construction work, he entered the 
Army Air Corps on July 23, 1942, and was sent to St. Petersburg, Florida, 
for basic training. Sergeant Bailey later attended Technical School at 
Love Field, Dallas, Texas, and Gunnery School at Laredo, Texas, and 
became a flight engineer and gunner. Arriving in the Pacific theater in 
January 1945, he was based on Guam and then on Okinawa, and took part 
in the China and Western Pacific air campaigns and the air offensive 
against Japan, winning the Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with three Battle Stars and the Presidential Unit Citation. Overseas seven 
months, he was honorably discharged on October 31, 1945, at San Antonio, 


States. He is survived by his widow, the former Elizabeth Fox. 


Texas. His wife is Mary Anna Bailey. 





VAN TYSON 


Pfe. John H. Tyson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ardis Tyson of Atkins, 
Arkansas. Born there on October 16, 1917, he attended Atkins High 





GEORGE E. BAILEY 


Maj. Van Tyson is the son of Ardis and Jane Tyson of Atkins, Arkansas, 
where he was born April 30, 1912. He was educated in the Atkins schools 
and University of Arkansas and was editor of the Atkins Chronicle before 
entering military service as a reserve officer July 15, 1941. Major Tyson 
served with the 1st Infantry, 6th Infantry Division and the 737th Military 
Police Bn. In September 1942, he was sent to the 87th Infantry Division 
as provost marshal and arrived with that unit in the European theater in 
October 1944. Overseas one year, he saw action in the Rhineland, Ardennes 
and Central Europe campaigns. He returned to the United States in Oc- 
tober 1945. Holder of the American Defense Service Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon and 
Victory Ribbon, he also holds the Expert’s Medal for the rifle, pistol and 
carbine. Major Tyson was returned to inactive duty on December 14, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Fannie Rhea, and chil- 
dren, live at Atkins. 


School and was engaged in farming until entering military service on 
October 16, 1942. Assigned to the Anti-aircraft Artillery, he was trained 
at Camp Roberts, California, and with his unit, the 78th Anti-aircraft Gun 
Battalion, was sent to Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands in April 1948. 
Overseas 21 months, he took part in the Aleutian campaign and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon 
and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
on November 4, 1945. His wife is the former Lucille Beeson. 


[ 994 J 





JOHN H. TYSON 





The FIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 


Pvt. Bobby J. Hopper, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Hopper, was born Decem- 
ber 5, 1924, at Bentonville, Arkansas. He received his education at Rus- 
sellville High School and Arkansas Tech. Entering the Infantry June 9, 
1943, he received basic training at North Camp Hood, Texas, qualifying 
for rifleman. After training over 15 months, he was sent to England 
August 24, 1944, later taking part in the campaign of Germany, at- 
tached to Co. K, 47th Infantry, 9th Division, Ist Army. Private Hopper 
qualified as rifle marksman and was awarded the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, one Bronze Star, Distinguished Unit 
Badge, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. Returning to the United States 
February 27, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Kennedy General 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, April 9, 1945. 





BOBBY J. HOPPER 


Pvt. James Autry George, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. George, was born 
at Dardanelle, Arkansas, on November 25, 1921, received his education at 
Dardanelle High School and Arkansas Tech (Russellville), and was em- 
ployed as an aircraft sheet metal instructor at the Arkansas State Trade 
School, Little Rock, prior to his entrance into the United States Army Air 
Corps on September 26, 1943. Following basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, he was sent to Alaska in July 1944. Two months later, while 
making a flight as flight clerk on a C-47 plane going from Anchorage, 
Alaska, to Edmonton, Canada, he was killed. He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Margaret George, and his immediate family. 





JAMES A. GEORGE, JR. 


Ship’s Cook 3/c Joseph R. West, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. West of Rus- 
sellville, Arkansas, was born at Gumlog, Arkansas, on December 11, 1911, 
and was educated in the Russellville public schools. Employed as a store 
manager for the Kroger Grocery Company at Springdale, Arkansas, he 
entered the Navy on January 6, 1944, and received boot training at Far- 
ragut, Idaho. In April 1944, he was sent to Tinian Island in the South 
Pacific theater and served more than 20 months in that area, returning 
to this country in December 1945. He was honorably discharged at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, on January 5, 1946. He and his wife, Doris, and children, 


live at Russellville. 





JOSEPH R. WEST 


2nd Lt. Donald Eugene Kimberlin was the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Kim- 
berlin of Atkins, Arkansas, where he was born on October Tie o2i7ehe 
attended Atkins High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College before 
entering the Army Air Corps on July 7, 1942, as a flying cadet. Lieutenant 
Kimberlin received his pre-flight training at Santa Anna, California, and 
then completed his flight training at Kagle Field, California; Lemoore 
Army Air Base at Lemoore, California; Williams Field at Chandler, Ari- 
zona; Salinas, California, and Santa Maria, California. Commissioned as 
a fighter pilot, he was killed on January 29, 1944, when his plane crashed 
during a return trip from March Field, California, to the Santa Maria Air 
Base. His plane crashed in the Los Padres National Forest near Santa 
Barbara, California, and was found three months later by a Marine Corps 
flyer. This gallant young officer is survived by his wife, the former Eliza- 


beth Ruth Hamlet. 
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Maj. Walter Herman Greer, son of Letha and Walter Greer, was born 
January 6, 1917, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He attended Russellville High 
School and Arkansas Polytechnic College. Entering the Army Air Forces 
September 9, 1940, he received basic training at Sikeston, Missouri, and 
attended training schools at Kelly Field and Randolph Field, Texas. Major 
Creer was attached to the B-26 Marauder Sqdn. (the Silver Fleet). He 
departed February 1, 1942, for Australia, New Guinea, and the South 
Pacific theater. Overseas nearly two years, he participated in 80 missions, 
and his squadron shot down more than 90 Japanese Zeros. He was awarded 
two Distinguished Flying Crosses, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Silver Stars, American Defense 
Ribbon, and Presidential Citation. Major Greer returned to the United 
States January 22, 1944, and was killed in the crash of a B-29 bomber at 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana, April 12, 1945. He is survived by his parents, 
who live in Russellville, Arkansas. 





WALTER H. GREER 


Shipfitter 2/c John J. Rye, Jr., son of Mary Jewel and John J. Rye of 
Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Russellville on April 19, 1925, He 
attended Russellville and North Little Rock High Schools and was em- 
ployed at the Swan Island shipyards at Portland, Oregon, until entering 
the Navy Seabees on July 12, 1943. He served boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and then attended Machine Gun School. In February 1944, he 
was sent to New Guinea and remained in the South Pacific theater for a 
total of more than 20 months. Shipfitter Rye served as a dispatcher and 
transportation specialist and saw action in the heavy fighting at Zamboanga 
and in the Mindanao, Philippines, campaigns. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with one Star, American Theater Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. A 
veteran of more than two and a half years service with the 118th Naval 
Construction Battalion, he was returned to this country and was honorably : PS 
discharged at Terminal Island, California, March 16, 1946. ‘ 

JOHN JZ RYE, JR: 


2nd Lt. Robert Henry “Bud” Rye was the son of Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Rye 
of Russellville, Arkansas, where he was born on March 12, 1915. A gradu- 
ate of Russellville High School, he attended Arkansas Tech and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, and was employed by the Chickasaw Cooperage 
Company of Russellville. Lieutenant Rye enlisted in the Army Air Corps 
in November 1940, and completed his first military training at Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, and Randolph Field, Texas. He was graduated from Brooks 
Field, San Antonio, Texas, and received his Air Corps silver wings on July 
11, 1941. He served in this country until he was sent to Hawaii in Febru- 
ary 1942. Lieutenant Rye was then sent to Australia and was killed there 
in a plane crash on May 15, 1942. His family was later notified that this 
brave soldier was buried in the military cemetery at Townsville, Australia. 
He is survived by his widow, Katherine Hogue Rye. 





ROBERT H. “BUD” RYE 


Sgt. Hays W. Barnett, son of Robert Foster and Tempie Barnett, was born 
April 12, 1924, at Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Russellville High 
School and after graduation was employed by Walkers Drug Store until 
entering the Quartermaster Corps May 13, 1948. He received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and later attended Refrigeration School, 









Bloomington, Illinois, where he specialized as refrigeration mechanic. ; 
After serving almost two years in the United States, he departed February : a a 
18, 1945, attached to 3072nd Q.M. Refrig. Co., for the Hawaiian Islands. hk ~  F7 
He served one year in the Pacific theater and received Unit Citation and ae 
World War II Victory, American Theater, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons and Z* 


Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
February 27, 1946, returning to Russellville, where he lives with his wife, 
Jean Evelyn. 


HAYS W. BARNETT 
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Sgt. Avery E. Shinn, Jr., is the son of Avery and Ella Shinn of Russellville, 
where he was born on October 6, 1919. He completed his education at Rus- 
sellville High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, and became a 
funeral director. Entering the Army Air Corps on October 16, 1942, he 
received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and later was sent to 
Clerk’s School at Murray State College, Tishomingo, Oklahoma, and became 
an administrative specialist. In March 1944, he was sent with his unit, 
the 50th Fighter Group, to England, and took part in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns during his 16 
months of overseas service. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Distinguished Unit Badge 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on September 12, 1945. His wife is Fern M. Shinn. 






AVERY E. SHINN, JR. 


Capt. Hence J. Priddy, son of Augusta Ellington and Arthur Buril Priddy, 
was born March 23, 1910, in Danville, Arkansas. He attended Danville and 
Russellville Public Schools and Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards 
being employed as business manager of St. Mary’s Hospital in Russellville. 
A member of the National Guard from 1926 to 1930, he entered the Medical 
Administrative Corps October 14, 1942, and received basic training at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas. He also attended Officer Candidate School, Class 
14, M.A.C., at Camp Barkeley, and qualified as operations and training 
staff officer. Serving with the 85th Med. Bn., Captain Priddy departed 
November 23, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations and during 
his more than a year overseas participated in Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. He spent five months with the Army of Occupation. 
After being placed on terminal leave to May 20, 1946, he returned to 
Russellville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Evelyn. 






HENCE J. PRIDDY 


S/Sgt. James Rudolph Shinn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Avery Shinn, Sr., was 
born March 7, 1914, in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Russellville 
High School and Gupton-Jones College of Mortuary Science, Nashville, 
Tennessee, afterwards being engaged as embalmer and funeral director. 
Entering the Medical Corps (Graves Registration Service), April 10, 1944, 
he received basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas, qualifying as surgical 
technician and embalmer. After serving with the 86th Evacuation Hos- 
pital, Sergeant Shinn departed June 19, 1945, for Oahu and Canton... Over- 
seas for 11 months, he participated in Pacific campaigns and was awarded 
Good Conduct Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 29, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Russellville, 
where he lives with his wife, Helen Fern, and their children. 


JAMES R. SHINN 


1. David Larry Barker is the son of Mr. and Mrs. David Lamar Barker 
Mee pe eieae where he was born on October 16, 1926. He attended 
the Atkins schools and Russellville High School before entering the Army 
on December 4, 1944. Upon completion of basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, he was sent to the School Command of the Ground Forces and 
was later assigned to the Field Artillery. In April 1945, he was sent to the 
European theater and became a member of A Btry, 19th Field Artillery 
of the 5th Infantry Division. Overseas three months, he took part in the 
Central Europe campaign with this unit. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and Victory Rib- 
bon, he is now serving with the 5th Division at Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 


DAVID L. BARKER 
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Flight Officer John N. Edwards, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Edwards, was 
born August 13, 1913, at Russellville, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Russellville High School, Arkansas Polytechnic School, and 
University of Alabama. Entering the Army Air Corps May 2, 1942, he 
received basic training at Kelly Field, later attending Service Schools at 
Randolph Field and Homestead, Florida, where he qualified for pilot. After 
serving in the United States for two and a half years, he was sent to India 
November 21, 1944, attached to the Air Transport Command, and flew 
more than 800 hours over the “Hump” in the China-Burma-India theater. 
He also participated in the Luzon campaign. He qualified as sharpshooter 
with the pistol and received the Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Presidential Unit Citation, two Oak Leaf Clusters, and four Battle Stars. 
Returning to the United States November 2, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 19, 1945. He and his 
wife, Betty, live in Russellville. 





JOHN N. EDWARDS 


Pfc. John Reeves Douglass, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earle M. Douglass of 
Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Custor City, Oklahoma, on March 4, 
1911, and came to Arkansas with his family in 1914. Educated in the 
Russellville Public Schools, he was employed as a hydro-electric pumper 
and operator at the Russellville Hydro Plant until entering the Army on 
November 30, 1942. Private Douglass was assigned to the Engineers and 
served basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. He became an electrician, 
and after one year in this country during which he served with the 274th 
Infantry, he was sent to the European theater in October 1943. Overseas 
almost two years, he saw action in the Normandy, Northern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 17, 1945. 
He and his wife, the former Janice Sullivan, and child, live in Russellville. 





JOHN R. DOUGLASS 


Ist/Sgt. Wilson Falls, son of Mary Wilson and Roy Falls, was born Sep- 
tember 7, 1914, in Pottsville, Arkansas. He graduated from the University 
of Arkansas, afterwards being engaged as special agent for The Home 
Insurance Company of New York. Entering the Infantry, Co. M, 34th 
Inf. Regt., 24th Inf. Div., 6th Army, April 11, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. After serving for six months with 
the I.R.T.C., Sergeant Falls departed in October 1944, for New Guinea, 
and participated in campaigns in New Guinea, all the Philippine Islands, 
and Japan, being wounded in action at Corregidor and spending four months 
with the Army of Occupation. He was awarded the Purple Heart and ‘ 
Presidential Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged January 
29, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Russellville, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Jewel, and their daughter. 





WILSON FALLS 


S/Set. William Edward Johnson, son of Lowry and Pearl Johnson, was 
born at Sheridan, Arkansas, on December 27, 1920. He received his edu- 
cation at Fordyce High School and the University of Arkansas, and enlisted 
in the Army Air Corps on July 28, 1942. Following basic training at St. 
Petersburg, Florida, he attended Airplane Mechanics’ School, Gulfport, 
Mississippi; Gunnery School, Laredo, Texas; Armorer’s School, Denver, 
Colorado, and B-29 Electric School, Amarillo, Texas, qualifying for en- 
gineer. On August 11, 1944, he departed for England and saw more than 
four months of action on the western front, participating in the Northern 
Germany and Northern France campaigns. He was awarded the American 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Medal, and the Air Medal. Sergeant 
Johnson was honorably discharged from the 241st Army Air Force Base 
Unit at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, on November 6, 1945. He and his wife, 
Mary Jane, and son, live in Fordyce, Arkansas. 





WILLIAM E. JOHNSON 
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Ist/Sgt. George W. Curry, son of Mrs. J. H. Partridge of Dardanelle, Ark- 
ansas, was born at Dover, Arkansas, on March 30, 1917. He was educated 
at Dover High School, Arkansas State Teachers College and Arkansas 
Tech, and was principal at Elm School until entering military service on 
November 20, 1942. Sergeant Curry was sent to Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, for basic training and then served with the Adjutant General’s 
Department in this country until he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
in August 1944. Overseas a total of more than 17 months, he is the holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Meritorious Service Unit Award and Victory Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 138, 
1946. His wife is the former Zella Cobb. 





GEORGE W. CURRY 


Cpl. Porter T. Wade, son of Barney and Violet Wade, was born August 24, 
1917, at Thornburg, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Springfield, Arkansas, Public School and Bernice High School, after which 
he was in business for himself and as salesman for Grand Union Tea Com- 
pany. A member of the National Guard since September 19, 1939, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson after being activated into the 
Regular Army. He specialized in motor transportation and ordnance, and 
qualified as expert with the carbine, .30 caliber machine gun, and M-1 
rifle, and as marksman with the .50 caliber machine gun and 35 MM. He 
was sent to the Aleutians April 12, 1942, attached to the 153rdeint:; 
for 23 months’ service. Returning to the United States February TASS 
1944, he was honorably discharged at Camp Blanding, Florida, October 2, 
1945. He lives in Russellville with his wife, Evelyn. 






PORTER T. WADE 


Set. Bobby J. Roderick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Roderick, was born at 
Russellville, Arkansas, on February 7, 1942. He received his education at 
Russellville High School and was employed as a dry goods salesman prior 
to his entrance into the Army Air Corps on January 15, 1943. Following 
completion of his basic training at Miami Beach, Florida, he attended 
Gunner’s and Armorer’s Schools, qualifying for assignment as an armorer- 
gunner. On March 20, 1945, he sailed for the European theater and saw 
four months of service as a member of the 8th Air Force, taking part in 
the Central Germany and Rhineland campaigns. He was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Presidential Citation, World War II Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. Sergeant Roderick was honorably discharged from the service on 
November 30, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. He lives in Russellville 
with his wife, Marguerite. 





BOBBY J. RODERICK 


T/4 Gerald Glen Nash, son of John and Flora Nash of Russellville, Arkan- 
sas, was born at Knoxville, Arkansas, April 27, 1916, and completed his 
education in the Atkins High School at Atkins, Arkansas. Manager of the 
Double Dek Ice Cream Co. at Fort Smith, he entered active service with the 
206th Coast Artillery of the Arkansas National Guard on January 6, 1941. 
Trained at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he was sent to Alaska with his unit in August 
1941, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School there. After more than two 
years in the Aleutian Islands, he was returned to this country and was 
sent to the European theater in December 1944. Overseas a total of 38 
months, he served with the 597th Anti-aircraft Battalion throughout the 
Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. Holder of the European Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star and Good Gonduct Medal, he also holds the Marksman Medal 
for rifle and sub-machine gun. Sergeant Nash was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, August 1, 1945. His wife is the former 


Ernestine Jackson. GERALD G. NASH 
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Set. Harvey L. Nichols, son of Milton and Marze Nichols of Russellville, 
Arkansas, was born at Cave City, Arkansas, March 27, 1911. He attended 
Dardanelle High School and was connected with the Arkansas Power and 
Light Company and the Soil Conservation Service of the Department of 
Agriculture before entering the Army Air Corps on October 24, 1942. He 
served basic training at Foster Field, Texas, and later attended Armament 
School at Lowry Field, Colorado. Sergeant Nichols became a gunnery 
instructor and armorer and served with the 222nd CCTS at Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, until he was sent to Guam, in the Marianas Islands in August 
1945. Overseas six months, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and Expert’s Medal for the rifle and pistol. Sergeant 
Nichols is a veteran of more than three years’ service with the Army and 
seven years’ service with the National Guard. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 2, 1946. He and his wife, the former 
Pauline Faulkner, have one child. 





HARVEY L. NICHOLS 


Flight Officer Arden Boyd, son of Ceaser and Lucy Boyd of Mansfield, 
Arkansas, was born at Charleston, Arkansas, November 3, 1922, and 
completed his education at Mansfield High School and Arkansas Tech. 
Entering the Air Corps on August 138, 1942, he was sent to San Antonio, 
Texas, for basic training and completed flight training at Harlingen, San 
Marcos, Plainview and San Antonio, Texas, and Charleston, South Carolina. 
Flight Officer Boyd was commissioned as a navigator and served at San 
Marcos, Texas, until he was sent to Italy in March 1945, for a stay of 
three months. He took part in the Po Valley and Northern Apennines 
campaigns and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and European Theater 
Ribbon, and was placed on inactive duty at Sheppard Field, Texas, on 
October 13, 1945. He and his wife, Iris, are the parents of one daughter. 





ARDEN BOYD 


Cpl. Jay W. Jackson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Jackson, was born January 
25, 1926, at Atkins, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Atkins Grade and High Schools, after which he was employed as a printer. 
Entering the Army Air Force February 20, 1944, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later by attending Aerial Gunnery School 
at Laredo, Texas, qualified for aerial gunner. He received Air Crew Mem- 
ber’s Badge (Wings) August 12, 1944. After completing his training he 
departed from the United States January 3, 1945, for Italy, where he par- 
ticipated in the North Apennines, Po Valley, Rhineland, and Central Euro- 
pean campaigns. Corporal Jackson was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle-Eastern Ribbon and four Stars, Air 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory Ribbon. He was 
discharged at San Antonio, Texas, February 9, 1946. 





JAY W. JACKSON 


Pfe. William Wesley Whittenburg was the son of Mr. and Mrs. George W. 
Whittenburg. He was born at Atkins, Arkansas, on June 25, 1921. Re- 
ceiving his education in the schools of Economy, Arkansas, he was engaged 
in farming prior to his entrance into the Army (Infantry) on January 23, 
1943. Following one year of service in the United States, he sailed for 
England with his unit, Co. L, 134th Infantry, in May 1944. As a member 
of the 1st Army he took part in the fighting in France early in the invasion 
campaigns and on July 24, 1944, while attacking enemy positions near 
St. Lo, France, this gallant Arkansas rifleman was instantly killed by 
small arms fire, and was buried at Mariginy, France. He is survived by 
his wife, Johnie Rea Bizzel Whittenburg. 
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2nd Lt. Tom Bullock Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Wilson, was born 
June 26, 1920, in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Russellville High 
School; College of the Ozarks, Clarksville, Arkansas; and Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. Entering the Air Corps 
January 7, 1943, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and 
attended Service Schools at Cedar Falls, Iowa, and Santa Ana, Tulare, and 
Merced, California. He qualified as pilot, receiving silver wings and being 
commissioned at Luke Field, Phoenix, Arizona, in August 1945. Lieutenant 
Wilson served for three and a half years in the United States, and was 
scheduled to be released from duty in August 1946. His wife is the former 
Janette Oakley. 






TOM B. WILSON 


Fireman 1/c John LaMoyne Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Jones 
of Russellville, was born on December 3, 1925, at New Blaine, Arkansas. 
He completed his education at Russellville and Paris High Schools and 
Arkansas State Teachers College, and was employed as a motion picture 
projectionist until entering the Navy on June 29, 1943. Fireman Jones was 
sent to Great Lakes, Illinois, for boot training, and then attended the V-12 
program at Lafayette, Louisiana, and Electrician Mate School at Gulfport, 
Mississippi. A veteran of over two and a half years in the Navy, he 
specialized in electrical work and also served as a motion picture pro- 
jectionist while in the service. He was honorably discharged on February 
4, 1946, at the Personnel Separation Center, Memphis, Tennessee. His 
wife is Jean Jones. ; 





JOHN L. JONES 


S/Sgt. O. W. “Ozzie” Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. S. Nelson, was born 
at Russellville, Arkansas, on November 21, 1918, receiving his education 
at Arkansas Tech (Russellville), Louisiana State University and the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, prior to his entrance into the Army on February 4, 
1942. Following basic training at Camp Lee, Virginia, he later attended 
Clerk’s School at the same location and qualified for duty in a clerical 
capacity with Headquarters Company, 94th Quartermaster Battalion. On 
November 2, 1942, he sailed with his unit for North Africa, and during the 
ensuing 35 months saw extensive action in the Algerian-French Morroco, 
Sicilian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley cam- 
paigns. Among Sergeant Nelson’s decorations were the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged from the service at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, on October 5, 1945. 


Oo. W. NELSON 


Pharmacist’s Mate 2/c Albert W. Rye, Jr., is the son of Mrs. Violet Rye 
and the late Dr. Albert W. Rye; Sr., of Russellville, Arkansas, where he was 





born on March 31, 1921. He attended the Russellville High School and | te € 
completed his education at Arkansas Technological College before entering ; 
the Navy on August 10, 1942. Trained at San Diego, California, he was f=} 
later sent to the Naval Medical School at Bethesda, Maryland, for special oa 


‘ning. After serving in this country at the Naval Hospital, San Diego, 
California: the Naval Air Station at Norfolk, Virginia, and Bethesda, Mary- 
land, he was sent to the South Pacific theater in November 1942, and 
remained overseas a total of 20 months, serving with Naval Mobile Hos- 
pital No. 7 on New Caledonia. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, American Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on December 17, 1945. 





ALBERT W. RYE, JR. 
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Ship’s Cook 2/c Milton C. Rackley, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Rackley of 
Russellville, was born at Pottsville, Arkansas, on January 21, 1916, re- 
ceived his education at Pottsville High School and Arkansas Tech (Rus- 
sellville), and was engaged in the wholesale gas and oil business prior to 
his entrance into the Navy on April 6, 1944. Following- boot training at 
San Diego, California, he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying 
for duty as a ship’s cook. He went to sea on April 28, 1945, and during 
his eight months of foreign service in South Pacific waters, saw action in 
the Philippine liberation campaign. He was honorably discharged from the 
service at Memphis, Tennessee, on January 5, 1946. Ship’s Cook Rackley 
and his wife, Kathryn, are the parents of two children. 





MILTON C. RACKLEY 


Ist Lt. John Joseph Hamilton, son of Garner Hamilton of Dardanelle, 
Arkansas, was born at Paris, Arkansas, 0n May 19, 1919. He attended 
Paris High School and Arkansas Tech before entering the military service 
with the National Guard on January 6, 1941. He completed his Coast 
Artillery basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands in August 1941. Lieutenant Hamilton was returned to the United 
States and attended Officer Candidate School at Camp Davis, North Caro- 
lina. He became a battery commander in the Anti-aircraft Artillery and 
was sent to New Guinea. Overseas more than two years, Lieutenant 
Hamilton saw action in the Aleutian campaign and the New Guinea, 
Southern Philippines and North Philippines campaigns. He was released 
from active service on October 27, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He 
and his wife, Caroline, have one daughter. 





JOHN J. HAMILTON 


Ist Lt. Robert Guy Hickman is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Hickman 
of Atkins, Arkansas, where he was born on May 18, 1912. He was educated 
at the Atkins High School and the College of the Ozarks and was connected 
with the Cheek Wholesale Grocery Company until entering military service 
on July 21, 1942. He was sent to Camp Wolters, Texas, for his basic 
training and then attended the Noncommissioned Officer’s School and later 
the Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Commissioned as“an 
Infantry officer, he spent nine months in this country at the training center 
at Camp Wheeler, Georgia, and was sent to North Africa in May 1943. 
Overseas a total of 31 months, he saw action in the Salerno, Cassino and 
Anzio beachhead battles and was wounded twice. Holder of the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the Purple Heart with one Oak 
ad Leaf Cluster, he was placed on inactive duty at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
a. ae y | souri, on March 11, 1946. His wife is the former Elizabeth Gibson. 
ROBERT G. HICKMAN 





Capt. Caruth Alexander Barker, Jr., son of Patti KE. and Caruth Alexander 
Barker, Sr., was born December 29, 1921, in Atkins, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Hendrix College at Conway and the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Entering the Navy March 18, 1942, he transferred to the 
Marine Corps and received boot training at New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
Pensacola, Florida. After serving for a year in the United States, Captain 
Barker departed April 1943, for the Solomon Islands and served overseas 
for more than two months. He participated in campaigns of New Georgia 
Island and the Russell Islands, serving as Marine fighter pilot, and was 
awarded the Air Medal with Citation from the President. Captain Barker 
was reported missing in action July 2, 1948. His parents live in Atkins, 
Arkansas. 





CARUTH A. BARKER, JR. 
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T/Sgt. Quentin E. Baker is the son of Clara Elizabeth and Daniel Marvin 
Baker of Bee Branch, Arkansas, where he was born on October 5, 1923. 
He attended Southside High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, 
and was employed by the U. S. Engineers at Little Rock until entering 
military service on May 8, 1943. Sent to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, for 
basic training, he later attended Topographic Drafting School at Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia, and served as intelligence sergeant with his unit, the 27th En- 
gineer Topographic Battalion. Arriving in New Guinea in the South 
Pacific in December 1944, he saw 13 months of foreign service and took 
part in the New Guinea and Philippine campaigns, where he served with 
the 108th Engineer Combat Battalion, 33rd Infantry Division. After 
serving three months with the Army of Occupation of Japan, he was 
returned to this country and was honorably discharged on January 24, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Carol Jean, have one 
child. 


Chief Boatswain’s Mate Joseph Bryan Stroud was born on October 1, 1899, 
at DeQueen, Arkansas, and was educated in the Greenwood, Arkansas, 
schools. He enlisted in the Regular Navy on February 8, 1917, and was 
trained at Great Lakes, Illinois. Chief Stroud served 16 years on active 
duty with the Navy and was transferred to the Fleet Naval Reserve in 
May 1934. Recalled to active duty on May 19, 1941, he took part in the 
occupation of Casablanca in North Africa and the Gilbert Islands and 
Leyte campaigns in the Pacific, as well as the raids on New Ireland. Holder 
of the World War I Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal with three ‘bars, 
American Defense Service Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, he has served more than 20 years on active duty with the 
Navy. Placed on inactive duty with the Naval Reserve on August 20, 
1945, he will remain at his home on inactive duty until his retirement or 
another national emergency. He and his wife, Carrie Lee, and children, 





live at Atkins. 





CHARLES E. REYNOLDS 


er 2/c William Louie Harrison, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Jee: 
Sh ote te ea at Beebe, Arkansas, on July 13, 1911. Educated in the 
Camden and Little Rock Public Schools, he was employed as a salesman 
for the Cheek Wholesale Grocery Company until entering the Navy on 
April 6, 1944. After two months of training at San Diego, California, he 
was sent to the Hawaiian Islands and remained there for more than 20 
months. Storekeeper Harrison was returned to this country in Februal _ 
1946, and was honorably discharged from the Naval service at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on February 9, 1946. He and his wife, Catheryn, are the 


parents of one son. 


JOSEPH B. STROUD 


Cpl. Charles Edward Reynoids, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lonzo Reynolds, was 
born May 18, 1924, in Appleton, Arkansas. He attended Atkins High 
School, afterwards being employed at Arkansas Ordnance Plant and Mur- 
doch Cotton Gin Repair Company. Entering the Marine Corps January 
4, 19438, he received boot training at Recruit Depot, San Diego, California, 
qualifying as Diesel mechanic, sharpshooter, and expert with the bayonet. 
He departed October 18, 1948, attached to Marine Air Group 53, for 
Noumea, New Caledonia, and served overseas for more than a year. After 
being honorably discharged March 8, 1946, at Cherry Point, North Caro- 
lina, he returned to Atkins, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Patricia, 
and their son. 





WILLIAM L. HARRISON 
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Pfc. Clyde W. Keener is the son of Virgil and Carrie Keener of Atkins, 
Arkansas, where he was born on December 26, 1912. He was educated 
in the Bell’s Chapel and Atkins Public Schools and was engaged in farming 
until entering the Army on March 23, 1944. After completing his Infantry 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was assigned to Company 
B, 259th Infantry, and arrived with that unit in France in January 1945. 
Overseas more than five months, Private Keener suffered severe con- 
cussion wounds and was awarded the Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and European Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars for the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 
He was honorably discharged on December 15, 1945, at the Hospital 
Center, Camp Carson, Colorado. He and his wife, Janie Elizabeth, have one 
child. 





CLYDE W. KEENER 


S/Sgt. James Randall Hendrick is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Hendrick 
of Atkins, Arkansas, where he was born on March 7, 1920. He completed 
his education in the Atkins High School, and was employed as an agent 
and salesman for the Continental Baking Company at Little Rock until 
entering the Army Air Corps on February 23, 1944. After serving basic 
training at Sheppard Field, Texas, he attended the School of Aerial Gun- 
nery at Laredo, Texas, and became an armorer-gunner. Sent to England 
in January 1945, he remained overseas a total of five months, and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon and the Air Medal with two Oak 
Leaf Clusters for his service during the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Sergeant Hendrick also holds the Marksman Medal 
for the pistol. He was honorably discharged at Las Vegas, Nevada, on 
October 17, 1945. He and his wife, the former Dorothy Nahlen, have two 
children. 





Lad 
JAMES R. HENDRICK 


S/Set. John H. Ruffer was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Ruffer of Atkins, 
Arkansas, where he was born on November 7, 1901. He attended the 
Assumption School and was employed as a welder until enlisting in the 
Regular Army at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on February 7, 1928. Sergeant 
Ruffer was trained at Ft. Bliss, El Paso, Texas, and became a member 
of Troop A, 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqdn. In December 1942, he 
was sent with his unit to Algeria in North Africa. On May 8, 1943, he 
was a member of a patrol that came under heavy enemy machine gun fire 
near Mateur, Tunisia. Sergeant Ruffer was killed in action while at- 
tempting to destroy this machine gun with hand grenades. He was post- 
humously awarded the Silver Star Medal for gallantry in action and for his 
courage, devotion to duty and concern for the welfare of his comrades. 
This gallant and veteran soldier is survived by his wife, Anna M., and 
their child. 





JOHN H. RUFFER 


Cpl. James Silas Henry, son of Mrs. Thomas Stevenson Henry and the 
late Mr. Henry, of Russellville, Arkansas, was born in that city on Sep- 
tember 27, 1913. He attended Russellville High School, Arkansas Polytech- 
nie College and the Y.M.C.A. Central College at Chicago, Illinois, and was 
employed as an instrumant man with the U. S. Engineers until entering 
active service with the 206th Coast Artillery of the Arkansas National 
Guard on January 6, 1941. After training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he was sent 
to the Aleutian Islands in December 1941, and served there with the Coast 
Artillery for seven months. Corporal Henry then served with the military 
police. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Defense 
Service Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, and a veteran of more than four 
and a half years of military service, he was honorably discharged at Ft. 
George G. Meade, Maryland, on October 26, 1945. 
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Storekeeper 2/c Roy Carter Hamm, son of the late Ellen and John H. 
Hamm, was born June 27, 1906, in Morrilton, Arkansas. He attended 
Russellville School and Arkansas Polytechnic College, afterwards being 
engaged in the grocery business. Entering the Navy April 6, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California. He departed June 15 
1944, for the Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a 
year and six months. After being honorably discharged December 24, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in Russellville 
where he lives with his wife, Mildred, and their child. 






ROY C. HAMM 


Ens. Wallace Crawford Cowan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Cowan, was 
born July 18, 1924, in Russellville, Arkansas. He graduated from Rus- 
sellville High School and attended Arkansas Polytechnic College. Entering 
the Navy July 1, 1943, he received boot training at Tulane University, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and attended Service Schools at Asbury Park, Co- 
lumbia, and Harvard Universities, specializing in communications and as 
general line officer. He departed in July 1945, for France, England, and 
Wales for overseas service. Ensign Cowan, was at last report, stationed 
at Naval Base, San Pedro, California, in charge of coding vault and serving , 
as custodian for publications, and he expected to be discharged in July 
1946. His home is in Russellville. 






WALLACE C. COWAN 


T/4 Stanley B. Graydon, son. of Mrs. C. L. Graydon of Atkins, Arkansas, 
was born August 24, 1912, in Danville, Arkansas. He was engaged as a 
construction engineer before entering service with the Combat Engineers 
February 24, 1944. He received basic training at Van Dorn, Mississippi, 
and served in the United States for 11 months with the 263rd Engineer 
Battalion before departing January 4, 1945, for Germany. Overseas for a 
year and four months, he participated in campaigns of the Rhine and 
Central Europe, spending 11 months with the Army of Occupation. After 
being honorably discharged May 13, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
he returned to Russellville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Virginia. 


STANLEY B. GRAYDON 


Pfc. James Winston Chapman, son of James A. and Floy Davidson Chap- 
man of West Helena, Arkansas, was born at Dublin, Mississippi, on August 
18, 1913, and moved to Arkansas in 1932. He attended Newellton High 
School at Newellton, Louisiana, and owned a lumber yard at Russellville, 
Arkansas. Entering military service on April 10, 1944, he served his 
Infantry basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was sent to 
the European theater in September 1944. He was assigned to Company | 
I, 11th Infantry of the famous 5th Infantry Division and fought with 
that unit throughout the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns. He took part in the capture of Metz and was awarded the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Combat Infantryman Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon and was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, March 6, 1946. He and his wife, the former 


Floy Safley, have two children. co a ia 
JAMES W. CHAPMAN 
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T/4 Paul E. Hall, son of George D. and Ona B. Hall, was born at Atkins, 
Arkansas, January 8, 1912. He received his education by attending Atkins 
Public Schools, after which he was employed as freight clerk and interior 
decorator. Entering the Field Artillery on November 18, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, specializing in handling supplies. 
He qualified as an expert with carbine and pistol. After serving 30 months 
with 379th F.A. Bn., 102nd Div., he departed from the United States 
September 12, 1944, for Cherbourg, France, and participated in Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Germany campaigns. He was wounded 
in action, and was awarded the Purple Heart, Distinguished Unit Citation, 
Good Conduct Medal, Meritorious Service Plaque, American Defense Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and European Theater of Operations Rib- 
bon with two Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged at McCloskey 
General Hospital, Temple, Texas, January 17, 1946, returning to Atkins 
where he lives with his wife, Ruth. 





PAUL E. HALL 


T/5 Eual O. Bookout, son of Mr. and Mrs. Omar Scott Bookout, was born 
April 20, 1928, at Russellville, Arkansas. After completing high school, 
he was employed as motion picture projectionist. Entering the Army 
Signal Corps September 10, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and by attending Signal Corps Photographic Center, 
Astoria, Long Island, New York, he specialized as motion picture projec- 
tionist and repairman. After serving 18 months, he departed from the 
United States March 16, 1945, for Tacloban, Leyte, remaining in the 
Philippines for 11 months. He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon 
with two Bronze Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze 
Campaign Stars. Returning to the United States February 15, 1946, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 23, 1946. 





EUAL 0. BOOKOUT 


S/Sgt. Ward W. Bowers, son of Elmer and Mae Bowers of Caro, Michigan, 
was born at Duluth, Minnesota, on September 2, 1918, and made Arkansas 
his home in 1944. He was educated in the Caro Public Schools and was 
employed as a truck driver until enlisting in the Regular Army on De- 
cember 20, 1939. Trained at Camp Jackson, South Carolina, he became 
a platoon sergeant and served with the 37th Infantry Division before 
being sent to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in June 1941. Sergeant Bowers re- 
mained in the Alaskan area for 34 months and took part in the Aleutian 
campaign. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, American Defense Service Ribbon with Star, American Theater 
Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Sheridan, Illinois, on July 7, 1945. His wife is Lola Helen Bowers. 





WARD W. BOWERS 


Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Jack R. Lemley is the son of Opholous Randolph 
Lemley of Atkins, Arkansas, where he was born on January 21, 1919. 
After graduating from Atkins High School, he attended Arkansas State 
Teachers College for two years and was then employed in the furniture 
and undertaking business until entering the Navy on February 21, 1944. 
He served boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and was sent to Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, in April 1944. Mate Lemley saw more than 20 months of foreign 
duty in the Central Pacific area and was honorably discharged on January 
3, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Lela Faye, are the 
parents of one child. 





JACK R. LEMLEY 


[ 1006 ] 








LAWRENCE O. SANDERS 


Phe tBIGHTING MEN of ARKANSAS 





S/Sgt. Lawrence O. Sanders, son of Mrs. Viola Sanders of Russellville, 
Arkansas, was born February 4, 1921, at Hartman, Arkansas. He attended 
Hartman High School and Arkansas Tech and was employed at the Ord- 
nance Plant at Des Moines, Iowa, when he entered the military service on 
March 12, 1943. Sent to Camp Santa Anita, California, for basic training, 
he attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, and in August 1943, was sent with 
his unit, Company I, 28th Infantry, 8th Infantry Division, to the European 
theater. Overseas almost two years, he served in the heavy fighting of 
the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and earned the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Presidential Unit Citation, as well as the Purple 
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster for wounds suffered in Germany. He 
was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on October 
8, 1945. He and his wife, the former Dorothy Poe, and child, live in 
Russellville. 


M/Segt. Johnie Hershell Hardgrave, son of Arthur and Viola Hardgrave 
of Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Hartman, Arkansas, on March 27, 
1907. He attended the Hartman Public Schools and enlisted in the Regular 
Army on March 2, 1928. He was sent to Ft. Warren, Wyoming, for his 
first training and has also attended the Infantry School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Sergeant Hardgrave served 12 years with the 20th Infantry at 
Ft. Warren and has also served with Infantry units at Camp Barkeley, 
Texas; Camp Adair, Oregon, and Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He has seen 
service at Ft. Dix, New Jersey ; New York City, and Ft. Douglas, Utah, also. 
He has specialized in transportation during his long service with the 
Infantry. Sergeant Hardgrave was honorably discharged on September 25, 
1945, and immediately reenlisted in the Air Corps at Ft. Douglas, Utah. 


He and his wife, Alma L., have two children. 





JOHN H. HARDGRAVE 


S/Sgt. Wilbur Sanders, son of Mrs. Viola L. Sanders of Russellville, Ark- 
ansas, was born on July 16, 1922, at Hartman, Arkansas. He was educated 
in the Hartman High School and entered military service with the National 
Guard on December 23, 1940. He later attended the Parachute School at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia. Sergeant Sanders has seen widespread service in 
both the Aleutian Islands and the European theater where he served in 
the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. He also served 
throughout the Aleutian campaign with the 153rd Infantry of the Arkan- 
sas National Guard. Overseas a total of three years, he was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, American Defense Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. 





gust 22, 1945. 


WILBUR SANDERS 


Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate John Quinn Sewell, son of Annie A. and 
John K. Sewell, was born in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Hot 
Springs Grade and High Schools and Hemphill-Diesel School in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Entering the Navy Seabees in September 1943, he received 
boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, qualifying as motor machinist. 
He served for eight months in the United States with C.B.M.U. 588, and 
departed May 1, 1944, for Canton Island. Overseas a year and a half, 
Chief Sewell served on Canton Island and at Honolulu, Hawaii. After 
being honorably discharged November DAI I4S, 2b Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to Russellville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Evelyn, 
and their child. 
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JOHN Q. SEWELL 


He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on Au- 
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PLATE 


1.—Sgt. Odell Dealon Bartlett is the son of Wesley 
Dealon and Allie Rachel Bartlett of Russellville, 
Arkansas, where he was born on August 14, 1918. 
He attended Russellville High School and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College before entering military service 
on January 6, 1941, with the Arkansas National 
Guard. Sergeant Bartlett served his Anti-aircraft 
basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and was sent to 
the Aleutian Islands in August 1941. He served in 
that area until July 1943, and was then returned 
to this country and assigned to the Engineers. He 
attended the Engineer Parts and Supply School at 
Columbus, Ohio, and was sent to Europe in March 
1945. Overseas a total of 31 months, he saw action 
in the Aleutians and Central Europe campaigns, 
and holds the European Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 10, 1945. He 
and his wife, the former Helen Ruth Crouse, have 
one son. 


2—2nd Lt. Elmer Parnell, son of Betty and Sam 
Parnell, was born March 2, 1917, in Joplin, Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1929. He attended Tahlequah 
Industrial School and Russellville High School, after- 
wards being engaged as salesman for the American 
Snuff Co. He was a member of the National Guard 
from March 1934 to 1941. Entering the Infantry, 
Army Engineers, April 10, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Hood, Texas, and attended Of- 
ficer Training School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After 
serving for more than a year and a half in the 
United States, he departed December 17, 1945, for 
Frankfurt, Germany, and according to last report 
received, was still in service with the Army of 
Occupation. His wife, Doyle Estelle, and their two 
daughters, live in Russellville, Arkansas. 


3.—-Electrician’s Mate 2/e Lois Byrman Darter, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Darter, was born December 
22, 1924, in Atkins, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Atkins Grade and High School. 
Entering the Navy June 9, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California. Departing October 
1948, for the South Pacific theater, he remained 
overseas for nearly two years, and served at Naval 
Fleet Hospital No. 107, on New Caledonia, and 
aboard the U.S.S. Mobile (C.L. 63)). He was awarded 
Victory Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged April 23, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
Atkins. 


4.—Seaman 1/c Ronell Dean Bartlett, son of Allie 
Rachel and Wesley Dealon Bartlett, was born May 
26, 1924, in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended 
Russellville High School and Arkansas Polytechnic 
College. Entering the Navy October 17, 1944, he 
received boot training at Camp Park, Shoemaker, 
California, and served for a year in the United 
States with the Seabees, 109th N.C.B., Co. B. He 
departed October 18, 1945, for Guam and, according 
to last information received, was still in the service 
overseas. His home is in Russellville. 





5.—Radar Man 2/e Theodore Roosevelt Garrison is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Garrison of Marshall, 
Arkansas, where he was born on January 14, 1913. 
He was educated at Marshall High School, Arkansas 
Polytechnic College at Russellville, Ouchita Baptist 
College and the University of Arkansas. He was 
principal of Ashdown High School before entering 
the Navy on March 25, 1944. Radarman Garrison 
was sent to San Diego, California, for boot training 
and later attended the Naval Radar School at Point 
Loma, California. He became an operator of radar 
equipment and an instructor and served the re- 
mainder of his almost two years of Naval service 
at the Naval Amphibious Base, Little Creek, Vir- 


ginia. He was honorably discharged at Shelton, 
Virginia, on December 21, 1945. He and his wife, 
the former LaVesta Bartlett, are the parents of 


one child. 
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6.—Cpl. Arvell Eugene Epperson, son of Mrs. Eula | 
Epperson, was born July 17, 1922, in London, Ark-— 
ansas. He attended Pleasant View School and Rus- 
sellville High School, afterwards being engaged as 
a shipyard worker. Entering the Army January 22, 
1943, Corporal Epperson received basic training at 
Camp Haan, California, specializing in truck-driving. 
He served in the United States for nearly three 
years. After being honorably discharged November 
8, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Russell- 
ville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Opal 
Geraldine, and their children. 


7.—Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Rayford Madison But- 
ler son of Mr. and Mrs: Guy M. Butler of Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, was born on August 20, 1921, 
at Russellville, Arkansas. He attended Russellville 
High School and the Southern College of Mortician’s 
at Shreveport, Louisiana. Employed as a mortician 
at the Pence Funeral Home, Conway, Arkansas, he 
entered the Navy on August 20, 1942. After serving 
boot training at the Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Flor- 
ida, he saw service at Portsmouth, Virginia. In 
April 1943, Chief Butler was assigned to the crew 
of the destroyer, U.S.S. Dallas and saw more than 
28 months of service in Panama, Ecuador, and At- 
lantic and Caribbean waters. Holder of the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
on September 25, 1945, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
His wife is Gradine Neal Butler. 


8.—Carpenter’s Mate 3/e Theron Hunter Bartlett, 
son of Wesley Dealon and Allie Rachel Bartlett of 
Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Appleton, Ark- 
ansas, on July 30, 1914. He attended Russellville 
High School and Arkansas Polytechnic College and 
was employed by the Forestry Service and as an 
N.Y.A. construction foreman until entering the Coast 
Guard on April 7, 1942. Mate Bartlett served his 
boot training at New Orleans, Louisiana, and later 
attended the Carpenter’s School at Manhattan Beach 
Training Station, New York. A veteran of almost 
four years’ service with the Coast Guard, he was 
honorably discharged at Willmington, California, 
on February 6, 1946. 


9.—Lt. (j. g.) Robert Warren McCoy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. W. McCoy, was born November 21, 1918, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Hendrix College in 1939, afterwards being employed 
as sales representative for McCoy-Cough Furniture 
Manufacturing Company. Entering the Naval Re- 
serve in July 1944, he received boot training at 
Hollywood, Florida. Lieutenant McCoy departed in 
October 1944, on the U.S.S. Pierce, A.P.A. 50, for 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and par- 
ticipated in the invasions of Luzon, Le Pas, and Oki- 
nawa. After being honorably discharged March 16, 
1946, at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to 
Russellville, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Dorothy, and their two children. 


10.—Pfe. L. Dean Bowden, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Bowden, was born at Pottsville, Arkansas, on Sep- 
tember 23, 1923, received his education in the Potts- 
ville Schools and was engaged in farming prior to 
entering the Army on March 12, 19438. Following 
basic training at Ft. Lawton, Washington, he was 
assigned to the Cavalry and sailed with his unit 
for the war zones, seeing service in Africa and in 
the China-Burma-India theater during his two years 
of foreign duty. He participated in the Burma 
campaign and was awarded the American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, European Theater Ribbon, World War 
Il Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal (carbine), Marksman’s Medal (pis- 
tol) and Expert’s Award for proficiency with the 
rifle. Private Bowden was honorably discharged 
from the service at Ft. Riley, Kansas, November 
10, 1945. 
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11.—Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Clide Allen 
Woods, son of Juanita L. and Clide B. Woods, was 
born April 9, 1925, in Russellville, Arkansas. He 
attended Russellville Junior High School and Jack- 
sonville High School, afterwards being engaged in 
the Boeing Aircraft Plant at Seattle, Washington, 
and as apprentice car builder in North Little Rock 
railroad yards. Enlisting in the Navy February 17, 
1943, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and attended Gunner’s Mate and Aerial Gun- 
ners’ Schools, qualifying as aviation machinist and 
receiving aerial gunner’s wings. After serving for 
eight months in the United States with C.A.S.U. 17 
and C.A.8.U. 44, Mate Woods departed October 9; 
1943, for the South Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for a year and eight months, 
participating in the invasion of the Gilbert Islands 
and the battle of Tarawa He was stationed on the 
Island of Tarawa in the Gilberts for a year as 
avation machinist for B-29’s and on Tinian Island 
in the Marianas Islands for eight months. Mate 
Woods was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. After being honorably discharged April 11, 
1946, at San Pedro, California, he returned to Rus- 
sellville, Arkansas. 


12.—Aviation Machnist’s Mate 3/c Raymond Eugene 
Palmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony David Palmer 
of Russellville, Arkansas, was born at Leslie, Arkan- 
sas, on September 23, 1923. He attended Russellville 
High School and entered the Naval Air Corps as a 
flying cadet on March 2, 1943. He served his boot 
training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and then was 
transferred to the Machinist’s Mate School. He later 
attended the Naval Air Gunner’s School and became 
a machinist’s mate, serving with Naval air squadrons. 
He saw more than three years of Naval service and 
is eligible to wear the American Theater Ribbon 
and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
April 18, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


13.—Cpl. Robert Carroll Palmer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony David Palmer of Russellville, Arkansas, 
was born at Leslie, Arkansas, on June 29, 1926. He 
completed his education at Russellville High School 
and entered the Army Air Corps on December 8, 
1944. Corporal Palmer served basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and then attended special 
Air Force Gunnery School at Kingman, Arizona, 
and Las Vegas, Nevada. He received his gunner’s 
wings and served one year and five months with 
the Army Air Corps. He was honorably discharged 
on May 8, 1946. He is the holder of the Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and Victory 
Ribbon. 


14.—Seaman 1/c Julia Martha Hughey is the daugh- 
ter of Margaret Yarnell and Rife S. Hughey of 
Atkins, Arkansas, where she was born on June 1, 
1922. Seaman Hughey was educated at Atkins 
High School and entered the Coast Guard “Spars” 
on February 19, 1943. She served boot training at 
Hunter College, New York City, and became an 
International Business Machine operator in the Coast 
Guard Intelligence Section. A veteran of three years 
of Coast Guard service, she was honorably discharged 
on January 18, 1946, at St. Louis, Missouri. 


15.—Maj. Rife S. Hughey, Jr., son of Margaret Yar- 
nell and Rife S. Hughey, Sr., was born January 9, 
1919, in Atkins, Arkansas. He attended Atkins 
High School and Hendrix College, afterwards being 
employed by International Business Machines in Lit- 
tle Rock. Entering the Army May 22, 1942, he re- 
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ceived basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 


and attended Officers’ School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, specializing in adjutant general machine 
record training. After serving for three years in 
the United States, he departed June 25, 1945, for 
Manila, and was sent to Tokyo in February 1946. 
Major Hughey remained overseas for 11 months, 
leaving Japan in May 1946. His wife is the former 
Annette Phillips. 


16.—Chief Aviation Machinist’s Mate Earl Henry 
Robinson, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Rob- 
inson, was born May 8, 1905, in Russellville, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Russellville High School. Entering 
the Navy September 20, 1920, he received boot train- 
ing at Great Lakes, Illinois, qualifying as aviation 
machinist. Mate Robinson served for 18 years in 
the United States and for seven years overseas, 
participating in campaigns of Midway, Guadalcanal, 
Coral Sea, Bismarck Sea, and the entire Pacific area. 
According to last report received he is still in the 
service. His wife is the former Blanch Shepard. 


17.—Lt. (j.g.) Fred Robert Robinson, son of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Robinson, was born August 
11, 1908, in Russellville, Arkansas He attended Rus- 
sellville High School. Entering the Navy January 
25, 1927, he received boot training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois, qualifying as aviation metalsmith. Lieuten- 
ant Robinson served in the United States for 12 
years and remained overseas for seven years, par- 
ticipating in the campaigns of Umnak Island, Hawaii, 
and China. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, 
Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. Lieutenant Robinson was still in 
service at last report. His wife is the former Clarice 
Young, and they have two children. 


18.—Pharmacist’s Mate 1/c Dewell Franklin Haney, — 


son of Annie J. and Arthur C. Haney, was born 
January 15, 1922, in Atkins, Arkansas. He attended 
Russellville Grade and High School and Arkansas 
Polytechnic College. Entering the Navy August 10, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as phamacist’s mate. After serving 
for nearly two years at Navy shore stations, he 
departed from the United States July 4, 1944, for 
the Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas a year 
and a half, he participated in the invasions of Leyte, 
Luzon, and Okinawa. He was honorably discharged 
February 14, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and re- 
turned to his home in Russellville, Arkansas. 


19.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Ernest Wayne Lawson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Lawson, was born July 
25, 1924, in Russellville, Arkansas. He attended 
Russellville Grade School and Sulphur Springs High 
School. Entering the Navy August 25, 1942, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, quali- 
fying as boatswain. After serving for five months 
in the United States, he departed January 8, 1943, 
for three years of overseas duty. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 25, 1946, at St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, he returned to his home in Russellville. 


20.—Yeoman 2/c Frank Wright, son of Mrs. Mildred 
Haney, was born January 1, 1924, in Scottsville, 
Arkansas. He attended Grade and High School in 
Hector, Arkansas. Entering the Navy April 14, 
1948, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, specializing in clerical work. After serving 
for a year with Navy Patrol Squadron, he departed 
March 17, 1944, for Johnston Island in the South 
Pacific and served overseas for a year and a half. 
After being honorably discharged February 2, 1946, 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to Russell- 
ville, where he lives with his wife, Bobbie Jean. 
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1.—Gunner’s Mate 1/c Donald Earnest Hood, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Henry Hood, was born May 
26, 1911, at Havana, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Havana High School and Bar- 
ber College, Little Rock, afterwards being employed 
as barber and powder man. Enlisting in the Navy 
Construction Battalion April 26, 1942, he received 
training at Norfolk, Virginia, and was sent to San 
Diego attached to 18th Battalion where he received 
training in gunnery. He was selected as qualified 
gun instructor and assigned to Port Hueneme, Cali- 
fornia, as rifle and machine gun instructor. Depart- 
ing from the United States October 25, 1944, he 
served in building air strips on Guam, returning to 
the States on the U.S.S. Pennsylvania October 25, 
1945. Mate Hood received the Good Conduct Ribbon 
and was honorably discharged at Memphis, November 
2, 1945. He and his wife, Rachel Estelle, live in 
Dardanelle with their child. 


2.—Seaman 1/c Garland Alseen George, son of James 
Nelson George and Mary Ann Lacy George, was 
born August 19, 1908, at Danville, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Dardanelle and 
Ola High Schools and Harding College (one year), 
after which he was employed in farming and live- 
stock dealing. Entering the Navy November 18, 
1948, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and later attended Landing Craft School. 
After completing his training with Naval Amphibious 
Craft, he departed May 1, 1944, for the Southwest 
Pacific where he participated in the campaigns of 
Saipan, Tinian, Leyte, Luzon and Iwo Jima. He 
received the American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbons. Returning to the 
States April 7, 1945, he was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, October 22, 1945. He and 
ae wife, Estelle, live in Dardanelle with their chil- 
ren. 


3.—S/Set. Hal H. Greene, son of Ava Rilla and James 
Harmon Greene, was born in Dardanelle, Arkansas. 
He attended Dardanelle Public School and was after- 
wards engaged in farming. A member of the Na- 
tional Guard since October 1939, he entered the 
Infantry December 23, 1940, and received basic 
training at Camp Robinson. After completing his 
training in the United States, he served overseas 
for more than two years in the Aleutian Islands 
and in Europe. Among other acknowledgments of 
active service, he received five Battle Stars. Sergeant 
Greene was honorably discharged August 8, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned to 
Dardanelle, where he lives with his wife, Dorothy Lee. 


4.—Radioman 3/c Hoyt H. Green, son of J. H. and 
Rilla Green, was born January 2, 1917, at Darda- 
nelle, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Dardanelle High School, after which he was 
employed as shipping clerk for Ford Motor Com- 
pany, Kansas City, Missouri. Entering the Navy 
April 20, 1944, he received boot training at Naval 
Training Center, San Diego, and by attending Radio 
School qualified for radioman, third: class. After 
completing his training he departed in August 1945, 
for China, where he remained for over four months. 
Returning to the States in December 1945, he was 
honorably discharged December 19, 1945, at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Lennie Lea, live 
in Dardanelle with their children. 


5.—Cpl. Lawrence A. May, son of Violet and Claud 
May, was born June 22, 1915, in Warren, Arkansas. 
He attended Hebron High School, afterwards being 
employed as cook, baker, and steward instructor in 
Government Cooks’ School and project chief steward 
with War Relocation Authority. Entering the Anti- 
aircraft Artillery October 13, 1944, at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas, he received basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying as cook and as expert with the rifle. 
Corporal May served with the A.A.F., A.G.O., and 
Btry. A, 56th A.A.R.T, Bn. A.A.R.T.C., 11th Group. 
He departed April 16, 1945, for Calcutta, India, and 
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remained overseas for eight months. He was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged April 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to Dardanelle, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Carra Jewell, and their two children. 


6.—T/4 Harlan Wesley Walker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert M. Walker, was born at Potter, Arkansas, 
September 26, 1911. He received his education by 
attending Mena High School and Arkansas School 
of Technology. Entering the Corps of Engineers, 
Railway Operating Battalion, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Harahan, New Orleans, qualifying for 
locomotive engineer. After serving over seven 
months, he was sent to India attached to 726th Rail- 
way Operating Bn., December 10, 1943. He served 
almost two years in the Asiatic-Pacific theater and 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. Returning to the United States November 
24, 1945, he was honorably discharged January 31, 
1946, at Ft. Logan, Colorado. He lives in Paris, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Evelyn. 


7.—Storekeeper Disbursing 2/c Jack M. Scott, son 
of Roy and Elsie Scott, was born December 31, 
1916, at Waveland, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Dardanelle High School and 
Arkansas Technological School at Russellville. 
Entering the Naval Reserve July 10, 1948, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, and later at- 
tended Range Finder, Spotters, Gunnery, and De- 
mobilization Schools, qualifying as .40 MM director 
operator. After completing his training in the 
United States, he departed December 4, 1943, for 
the South Pacific area where he participated in 
the campaigns of Palau, Yap, Ulitha, Woleai, Hol- 
landia, Marianas, Philippines, Formosa French Indo- 
China and Hongkong. He served during the raid 
on Japan in February 1945 and at Iwo Jima, his 
ship being sunk off Okinawa May 18, 1945. He was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with 10 Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and Victory Ribbon. 
He received an honorable discharge at Bremerton, 
Washington, January 7, 1946, and lives in Darda- 
nelle, Arkansas, with his wife, Wanda Lou. 


8.—Cpl. J. B. Springer is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
S. J. Springer of Booneville, Arkansas, where he 
was born on May 17, 1921. He attended Booneville 
High School, then entered the Army on July 17, 
1942. Upon completion of his basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, he attended Cooks’ School and 
became a cook with the Air Corps, arriving in North 
Africa in January 1943. Corporal Springer saw 28 
months of overseas service in the European theater 
and participated in five campaigns. Awarded two 
decorations, he was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged on September 25, 1945, 
at Kearns, Utah. 


9.—Ship’s Cook 1/e Roy Jim Scott, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Jim Scott of Dardanelle, Arkansas, 
was born at Waveland, Arkansas, on May 1, 1920. 
After attending Dardanelle High School he was 
engaged in the hardware business until he enlisted 
in the Navy on July 22, 1941. He received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and arrived at 
Pearl Harbor on November 22, 1941, participating 
subsequently in the battle of Pearl Harbor, Midway, 
Java, the Solomons and the Philippines. For gal- 
lantry in action he was awarded the Silver Star, 
a citation from the commander of the submarine 
Pacific Fleet, the Presidential Unit Citation, the 
Philippine Defense and Liberation Ribbons with 
one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, American 
Defense Ribbon with one Battle Star and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was 
honorably discharged at Boston on September 9, 
1945. His wife is the former Kay Hatfield. 
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10.—Seaman 1/c James Wesley Warren, son of James 
and Jennie Warren of Booneville, Arkansas, was born 
at Ione, Arkansas, on March 15, 1912. Completing 
his education in the Ione Schools, he was engaged 
in farming and then worked for a natural gas com- 
pany until entering the Navy on March 23, 1944. 
After his boot training period at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, he was assigned to the Destroyer 587, and 
arrived in the South Pacific in May 1944. During 
his 10 months overseas, he saw action in the Saipan, 
Guam, Philippine and Iwo Jima invasions and was 
awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with four Battle Stars and the Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged on December 
21, 1945, at Shoemaker, California. He and his wife, 
Mazel, have two children. 


11.—Sonarman 2/e John A. Scott, son of Mrs. Gussie 
Ann Scott, was born August 17, 1926, at Waveland, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Havana, Arkansas, Grade School and Dardanelle 
High School, after which he was employed as drug 
salesman. Entering the Naval Reserve May 22, 
1943, he received boot training at San Diego and 
later by attending W.C.S.S. and Pre-Sonar Code 
School, San Diego, qualified as operator of sonar 
equipment. After completing his training in the 
States, he departed October 1, 1948, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater where he participated in one naval 
engagement and four invasions. Returning to the 
States February 23, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Memphis, December 7, 1945. 


12.—_S/Sgt. Algernon W. McCracken, son of IL. C. 
and Fronia McCracken of Russellville, Arkansas, 
was born on November 26, 1920, at Scotland, Ark- 
ansas. He was educated in the Russellville and Park- 
dale High Schools and was employed as a route 
man until entering military service on November 
13, 1940. Assigned to the Ordnance Department, 
Sergeant McCracken completed his basic training 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and then attended Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School at Aberdeen, Maryland, where 
he became a mess sergeant. After almost four 
years in this country, he was sent to the European 
theater in September 1944, and remained in that 
area for 14 months where he served with the Supply 
Department and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, American 
Theater Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged on November 29, 1945, at Camp 
McCoy, Wisconsin. His wife is Betty McCracken. 


13.—Pfc. Robert R. McCracken, son of L. C. and 
Fronia McCracken of Russellville, Arkansas, was 
born at Appleton, Arkansas, on January 12, 1917. 
After completing his education at Russellville and 
Parkdale High Schools, he was employed as a sales- 
man and meat cutter until entering the Army in 
June 1942. Trained as an infantryman at Camp 
Bowie, Texas, he was sent to England in September 
1942, and served with the 156th Infantry and the 
39th Infantry of the famous 9th Division through- 
out the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, 
Central Europe, and Ruhr Valley campaigns. His 
unit was one of the first to cross the Remagen 
Bridge and to contact the Russians. Private Mc- 
Cracken is the holder of the Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman Badge, European Theater Ribbon with 
five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, and 
was honorably discharged on September 28, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


14.Set. Robert F. Hines is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John A. Hines of London, Arkansas, where he 
was born on October 29, 1911. He attended London 
High School and Arkansas Tech and was director 
of a boys’ club at Hot Springs, Arkansas, when he 
entered the service on May 17, 1942. Sergeant Hines 
served his Infantry basic training at Camp Shelby, 
Mississippi and Ft. Ord, California, and then at- 
tended Radio and Noncommissioned Officers’ School. 
In October 1942, he was sent with his unit, the 
172nd Infantry of the 43rd Infantry Division, to the 
New Hebrides Islands, the sinking of the liner 
President Coolidge having forced them to not enter 
at Guadalcanal. Overseas 32 months, he saw action 
in New Georgia, New Guinea and the Philippines 
and was awarded the Purple Heart for two wounds, 
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the Bronze Star Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, 
Good Conduct Medal and Presidential Unit Citation. 
He was returned to this country and at last report 
received was recovering from his wounds in a hos- 
pital at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


15.—T/Sgt. William B. Branden, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman H. Brandon, was born December 27, 
1914, in Delaware, Arkansas. He attended London 
High School and Chillicothe Business College in Mis- 
souri, afterwards being engaged as telegraph oper- 
acvore tor, the, .G.5 Bs Q. Railroad Co. and the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. Entering the Corps of 
Engineers December 4, 1944, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Radio 
School, qualifying in communications. Attached to 
Battery C, 34th Battalion, 8th Training Regiment, 
F.A.R.T.C., Sergeant Brandon departed June 10, 
1945, for Manila. He was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and, according to last report received, was 
still in service with the Army of Occupation. His 
wife, Edna, and their child live in London, Arkansas. 


16.—Seaman 2/c Edwin Arle Pickens, son of Mrs. 
Bertha Agnes Pickens, was born January 20, 1913, 
at England, Arkansas. He attended Mississippi 
County Public Schools and entered the Navy in 
1943, receiving boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. After serving several months in the Philip- 
pine Island, Seaman Pickens was honorably dis- 
charged at Millington, Tennessee, November 15, 
1945. 

17.—MM 3/c Eugene Stanton Pickens, son of Bertha 
Agnes Pickens of State Sanatorium, Arkansas, was 
born at Coy, Arkansas, on April 15, 1915. He at- 
tended Tombertin High School and Armorel High 
School at Armorel before entering the Navy Sea- 
bees in December 1942. He trained in camps in 
Virginia and became an expert machinist. Arriving 
overseas, he spent a total of 25 months in the Pacific 
area, serving successively in the Hawaiian Islands 
and then in the New Hebrides Islands with Naval 
Construction Battalions. He also served on the 
Island of Okinawa. Returning to the United States, 
he was honorably discharged at the Naval. Air 
Station, Millington, Tennessee, on October 31, 1945. 
He and his wife, Lois Marie, have two children. 


18.—Signalman 2/c Loyd V. Pickens, son of Bertha 
A. Pickens of State Sanatorium, Arkansas, was born 
on April 21, 1923, at Coy, Arkansas, and attended 
Armorel High School at Armorel, Arkansas, and 
Dyess High School at Dyess, Arkansas. He was 
engaged in farming at the time he entered the Navy 
on August 17, 1942. Upon completion of boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, he became a signal- 
man and saw action in widespread areas, serving 1n 
the Aleutian Islands, at the invasions of Normandy 
and Southern France and in the Okinawa, Iwo Jima 
and Marshall Islands campaigns. He was honorably 
discharged on November 18, 1945, at the Naval 
Air Station, Millington, Tennessee. 
19.—Metalsmith 1/c Hurshel Bernard Guinn, son of 
Mrs. Bettie Guinn, was born at Mount Ida, Arkansas, 
on October 27, 1917. After completing his education 
at the Mount Ida Schools, he engaged in farming 
until entering the Navy on December 23, 1941. Sent 
to San Diego, California, for boot training, he 
specialized in metal work, and on May 5, 1942, he 
was assigned to the dangerous North Atlantic Patrol 
and served with this unit until December 1944. With 
a total of 31 months of foreign duty, he is the holder 
of the Navy Good Conduct Medal, European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon and a Special Com- 
mendation. He was honorably discharged from the 
naval service on October 24, 1945, at Norman, Okla- 
homa. 
20.—Seaman 1/c Marcus Guinn, son of Mrs. Bettie 
Guinn, was born July 11, 1923, in Mount Ida, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Mount Ida School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Navy May 
15, 1944, in Little Rock, he served in the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations and was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Area Ribbon with one Star, American 
Area Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon. He was honorably discharged May 7, 
1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to his 
home in Mount Ida. 
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T/Sgt. Alton J. Tanner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Tanner of Waldron, 
Arkansas, was born at Hartford, Arkansas, on July 3, 1923, and graduated 
from high school there. By trade he was a mechanic and truck driver. 
Entering the Army on February 15, 1943, he received basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and later attended Aircraft Mechanic School 
at Amarillo, Texas, and Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada. Assigned 
as an engineer gunner, he proceeded with his Air Corps unit to the Euro- 
pean theater in the early spring of 1945, subsequently participating in the 
defense of Britain, the D-Day attack on enemy coastal defenses and the 
Northern France campaign, completing a total of 25 missions. Sergeant 
Tanner holds the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters and the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
we and was honorably discharged at Amarillo, Texas, on September 25, 1945. 
\ _ He and his wife, Betty Jo, reside at Waldron and have one child. 





ALTON J. TANNER 


Seaman 1/c Ellis F. Frost, son of Mrs. and Mrs. William F. Frost of 
Waldron, Arkansas, was born at Parks, Arkansas, on June 11, 1917, and 
attended Parks Consolidated School and Arkansas Polytechnic College at 
Russellville. Upon his entrance into the Navy on March 17, 1944, he was 
sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, and qualified as a car- 
penter’s mate in the amphibious forces. Assigned to South Pacific duty, 
Seaman Frost participated in the battles for Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Leyte, 
Lingayen Gulf and San Antoine. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, he was honorably 
discharged at the Naval Hospital, Sun Valley, Idaho. His wife is the 
former Ida Mae Lindsey, and they have two children. 





ELLIS F. FROST 


T/5 Joseph C. Sherrill, son of Mrs. Dora Sherrill, was born at Waldron, 
Arkansas, October 19, 1914. Receiving his education by graduating from 
Waldron High School, he was later employed as draftsman with the Soil 
Conservation Service and as clerk for the Agricultural Adjustment Agency. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers, 679th Eng. Topographical Co., he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Bowie, Texas, qualifying for aerial photog- 
rapher. After serving in the United States nine months he was sent to 
Europe on December 9, 1944, and participated in the campaigns of the 
Rhineland and Central Europe. He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and two Bronze Stars for above campaigns. Returning to the United 
States on November 11, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, November 15, 1945. Sergeant Sherrill and his wife, Mildred, 
live in Waldron with their child. 





JOSEPH C. SHERRILL 


Lt. (s. g.) William P. Harris, Jr., is the son of Mrs. W. P. Harris, Sr., of 
Waldron, Arkansas, where he was born on August 25, 1920. He completed 
his education at Arkansas Polytechnic College and the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Maryland. He entered the Navy on February 26, 1942, and 
received his flight training at Pensacola, Florida, where he was commis- 
sioned as a fighter pilot of carrier planes. Arriving in the South Pacific 
theater in September 1943, he served two tours of sea duty and saw a total 
of 30 months of foreign service. Lieutenant Harris took part in the Rabaul, 
Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian, Truk, Okinawa and Japanese campaigns and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with five Oak Leaf 
Clusters, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon and the 3rd and 4th Fleet Ribbon. He was placed on 
inactive duty on December 16, 1945, at the Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, 
Florida. His wife is Betty Harris. 





WILLIAM P. HARRIS, JR. 
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Storekeeper 1/c Richard LeRoy Strawn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. 
Strawn, was born May 29, 1921, at Winthrop, Arkansas. He attended 
Horatio, Arkansas, High School, and Draughon’s Business College at Fort 
Smith, afterwards being employed as an accountant. Entering the Naval 
Reserve September 12, 1942, he received boot training at Kingsville, 
Texas, specializing in accounting. After serving over two years in the 
States, he departed July 5, 1945, for Yokahoma, Japan, where he remained 
for over six months. Returning to the United States January 29, 1946, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Wallace, Texas, February 6, 1946. 
He and his wife, June, are the parents of one child. 





Chief Pharmacist’s Mate Chester M. McGaugh is the son of Earl Reeves 
McGaugh of Waldron, Arkansas. Born in that city on October 12, 1918, 
he completed his education at Waldron High School and was engaged in 
the cafe business until enlisting in the Regular Navy on July 9, 1937. 
Sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, he later attended Hospital 
Corps School and became a medical assistant. After serving four years 
in this country, he arrived in the Pacific area in April 1942, and served 
successively in the New Hebrides Islands, New Zealand and the Philippine 
Islands. Overseas a total of almost four years, he saw action in the Guadal- 
canal campaign and at the battle of the Coral Sea, and served two tours 
of overseas duty. He was honorably discharged on February 4, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Iva McGaugh. 





a 


CHESTER M. McGAUGH 





Storekeeper 3/c Thomas Edgar Tate, son of Nora Lee and Ira Edgar Tate, 
was born August 15, 1920, in Otis, New Mexico, moving to Arkansas in 
January 1923. He attended Waldron High School, Mississippi College, and 
Tulane University, receiving a degree at Tulane. He was afterwards en- 
gaged as a bank teller. Entering the Naval Reserve August 13, 1942, he 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and attended V-12 School 
under Officer Training Program. He departed in February 1943, for the 
South Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas for five months. 
After being honorably discharged September 26, 1945, at Lido Beach, 
New York, he returned to Waldron, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Mildred Marie. 





THOMAS E. TATE 


Ens. Mary Josephine Barrick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Nathan 
Barrick of Waldron, Arkansas, was born at Plainview, Arkansas, on No- 
vember 20, 1924. She attended Waldron High School and St. Joseph 
Hospital School of Nursing at Memphis, Tennessee. She was a surgical 
nurse at St. Joseph’s until entering the Navy Nurse Corps on February 
24, 1945. Ensign Barrick served her period of naval training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and then served one year with the Navy Nurse Corps in 
this country. She was placed on inactive duty at the Separation Center, 
San Francisco, California, on February 21, 1946. 





MARY J. BARRICK 
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GEORGE T. COX 


Sgt. Marshall Ray Harrison is the son of W. O. and Maude L. Harris of 
Waldron, Arkansas, where he was born on August 6, 1908. Educated at 
Waldron High School and the Chillicothe Business College, Chillicothe, 
Missouri, he was employed as a wholesale commission agent for the Sin- 
clair Refining Company at Waldron until entering military service on 
April 8, 1944. After completing basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, he 
attended Clerk’s School. A veteran of almost two years of Army service, 
Sergeant Harrison is the holder of the American Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the Marksman’s Medal for the rifle. He 
was honorably discharged on January 13, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas. He and his wife, Ora Lee, have one child. 





CLAUDE H. HILL 


Gunner’s Mate 2/c Albert R. McCutcheon is the son of Mr. and Mrs. S. B. 
McCutcheon of Waldron, Arkansas. Born at Copeland, Arkansas, on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1926, he attended Morrilton, Arkansas, High School, and the 
Clinton State Vocational Training School at Clinton, Arkansas. Entering 
the Navy on July 15, 1943, he trained at San Diego, California, and later 
attended Gunner’s Mate and Electric Hydraulics Schools. In March 1944, 
he was given sea duty in the European theater. He has served two tours 
of foreign duty and has seen action in the invasion of Normandy and 
Southern France, as well as service in the Pacific. Overseas a total of 
almost two years, he was recommended for the Navy and Marine Corps 
Medal and received the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He 
expected to be discharged on February 12, 1947. 
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Maj. George T. Cox, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Cox, was born S 
25, 1911, at Waldron, Arkansas. He attended Waldron High Schoo 
which he was engaged as printer and publisher. Enlisting in the 0 
Air Corps September 12, 1940, he received basic training at Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and later attended Chemical Warfare and Provost Mar- 
shal’s Schools. After serving two years attached to training fields in the 
United States, he served in Newfoundland, England, North Africa, Italy, 
and India, participating in the North African, Rome and Anzio-Arno | 
campaigns. Major Cox was awarded three Battle Stars and Unit Citation 
and was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 11, 1946. He 1 
and his wife, Louise, live in Waldron, Arkansas, with their children. 





MARSHALL R. HARRISON 


T/5 Claude Harris Hill, son of Claude and Veda Hill of Waldron, Arkansas, 
was born at Stuttgart on October 30, 1921. He attended Draughon’s Radio 
School at Little Rock and for three years did radio service work in New- 
port, Arkansas, and for the Bush-Caldwell Company at Little Rock. Cor- 
poral Hill enlisted in the Reserve on November 17, 1942, and was called 
to active duty on March 10, 1948. He served basic training at Camp 
Kohler, California, and then attended the Signal Corps Radio School and 
the Army Specialized Training Program at Stanford University, Cali- 
fornia. In February 1944, he was sent to England and there attended 
Radio School at the American School Center. Overseas 22 months, he 
served as a radio repairman with tank battal’ons during the Rhineland 
and Central Europe campaigns. He was honorably discharged on December 
31, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 





ALBERT R. MeCUTCHEON 
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Maj. James W. Cunningham, son of Alice and James Cunningham, 
was born August 12, 1919, in Winlock, Washington, later moving 
to Arkansas. He attended Winlock High School and Lower 
Columbia College, Long View, Washington. Entering the Marine 
Corps May 12, 1941, he received boot training at Jacksonville, 
Florida, and attended Naval Training Schools at Corpus Christi, 
Texas; Cherry Point, North Carolina; New River, North Caro- 
lina, and Key West, Florida, qualifying in aviation. He received 
his commission in the Marine Air Corps February 12, 1942, at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, where he also served as instructor of 
student PBY pilots. Major Cunningham departed October 31, 
1944, for Emirau Island in the South Pacific, and remained over- 
seas for four months, participating in bombing missions over 
enemy-held territory of New Britain and New Guinea. He was 
killed February 27, 1945, in an airplane accident at sea near 
Emirau Island, St. Matthias Group. He is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Dixie Keilch Cunningham, and their one daughter, Judy. 





JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM 





* 





Col. Parker Parker, son of Laura E. and John M. Parker, was born Febru- 
ary 18, 1904, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He attended Meridian College and 
Academy, Asbury College Academy, Asbury College, Hendrix College, 
University of Arkansas (B.A. degree), and University of Oklahoma (L.L.B. 
degree). He was commissioned second lieutenant in the Infantry (R.O.T.C.) 
July 17, 1925.. Called to duty November 12, 1941, he served in the United 
States with the 7th Service Comm. ASSN, IGD, and departed November 
1, 1942, for Casablanca, North Africa. Colonel Parker remained overseas 
for two years and eight months, qualifying as expert with carbine and 
pistol and participating in campaigns of Morocco, Tunisia, Sicily, Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Germany, and Ardennes. He served with the 
Army of Occupation from V-E Day until June 25, 1945, and was awarded 
European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Meritorious Service Unit Plaque, and seven Bronze Stars. Colonel Parker 
was still in service, according to last report received. His wife, Mary, and : 
their children live in Dardanelle, Arkansas. PARKER PARKER 








_ Robert M. Perryman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Perryman, was 
nee in Centralia, Tlinois, April 14, 1922, moving to Arkansas July 2. 1938: 
He attended Centralia Grade School; Alton, Illinois, Junior High School; 
and Dardanelle, Arkansas, High School. Entering the Army Air Forces 
September 30, 1942, he received basic training at Bowman Field, Louisville, 
Kentucky, qualifying as clerk-typist and receiving medals for his pro- 
ficiency in the use of the carbine, rifle, machine gun, and pistol. After 
serving for more than three years with the Ist Troop Carrier Command 
in Austin, Texas; Blytheville, Arkansas; and Fort Wayne, Indiana, Ser- 
geant Perryman was honorably discharged at Camp Atterbury February 


6, 1946. 
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Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate Charles Edward Hall, Jr., is the son of 
Charles Edward and Eve Bidez Hall of Dardanelle, Arkansas, where he was 
born on July 23, 1918. He attended the Dardanelle Public Schools, Arkan- 
sas Polytechnic College, Russellville; Louisiana State University and Ark- 
ansas State Teachers College. Entering service on November 5, 1941, he 
was sent to San Diego, California, for boot training and qualified for per- 
manent appointment as chief machinist’s mate, Naval Air Corps. During 
his three years of naval aviation, Chief Hall was a member of Patrol 
Squadrons 21 and 101 and saw service from Pearl Harbor to Perth, West 
Australia. He received an honorable discharge at Pensacola, Florida, on 
September 1, 1945. His wife is Doris Hall. 





CHARLES E. HALL, JR. 


T/Segt. Joseph R. Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Armour Gray, was born Sep- 
tember 24, 1917, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He attended Dardanelle High 
School; Arkansas School of Technology, and Kansas City Art Institute. 
Enlisting in the Army Air Corps November 16, 1941, he received basic 
training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Airplane Mechanic 
and Gunnery Schools. Sergeant Gray served in the United States 23 
months and departed December 19, 1942, for England, serving overseas 
two years. He was wounded in action May 14, 1943, and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and one Bronze 
Star, and Presidential Unit Citation. Returning to the United States 
January 3, 1945, he was honorably discharged September 17, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





JOSEPH R. GRAY 


Signalman 1/c Armour Lee Gray, son of Mr .and Mrs. Armour Gray, was 
born March 6, 1920, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Dardanelle High School and Arkansas Technological 
College. Entering the Navy November 7, 1941, he received boot training 
at San Diego. Departing from the United States December 14, 1941, for 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater, he was in eight Pacific campaigns and two 
campaigns in the Philippine Islands. He served almost four years overseas, 
returning to the States November 14, 1945. Among other decorations 
he received the American Defense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with eight Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
two Stars, Good Conduct Medal and World War II Victory Ribbon. He 
received an honorable discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, November 21, 1945. 





ARMOUR L. GRAY 


Lt. (j. g.) R. Harold Snyder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Snyder, was born 
April 3, 1915, in Green Forest, Arkansas. He attended Green Forest High 
School, Arkansas Polytechnic College, and the University of Arkansas, 
afterwards being engaged as an agriculture teacher and farmer. Entering 
the Navy in March 1944, he received boot training at Hollywood, Florida, 
and attended service schools at Ft. Schuyler and Camp Bradford. Lieu- 
tenant Snyder departed January 1, 1945, for Okinawa, and remained over- 
seas for a year, participating in the campaigns of the Philippines and 
Okinawa. After being honorably discharged February 1, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Dardanelle, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Evelyn, and their child. 





R. HAROLD SNYDER 
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Capt. Orville B. McCoy, son of Mrs. Belle Linam of Harrison, Arkansas, 
was born July 14, 1910, in New Mexico. He moved to Arkansas in 1925 
and attended Harrison Schools. He also attended PreMedical School at Ada, 
Oklahoma, and University of Arkansas Medical School and interned in 
United Hospital in New York. Captain McCoy was practicing medicine 
in Harrison and entered the Army Air Corps July 7, 1942. His wife is Ruth 
Kirby McCoy, of Harrison. No details regarding the service record of 
Captain McCoy were furnished. 





ORVILLE B. McCOY 


Set. Archie Lee Linch, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Linch of 513 North 
Chestnut Street, Harrison, Arkansas, was born April 23, 1923. He at- 
tended Harrison Public Schools and entered the Army Air Corps October 
26, 1942. No further information regarding the service record of Sergeant 
Linch was furnished. 





LINCH 


Ist Lt. Clifford Harold Slinkard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Delmar 
Slinkard of Rogers, Arkansas, was born January 5, 1917, in Avoca, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Rogers High School, afterwards being engaged as 
clerk in a retail merchandise store. A member of the National Guard since 
April 18, 1937, he entered the Field Artillery January 6, 1941, and received 
pasic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. Lieutenant Slinkard attended Field 
Artillery Officer Candidate School at Ft. Sill and qualified as liaison pilot. 
He served in the United States for four years with the 142nd F.A. Regt. 
and 14th A.D. before departing February 18, 1945, for Italy. Overseas for 
nine months, he participated in campaigns of Northern Apennines Moun- 
tains and Po Valley and spent six months with the Army of Occupation. 
He was awarded European Theater of Operations Ribbon with two Cam- 
paign Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, Occupational Ribbon, and Italian Ribbon. According to last report 
poe ba _ received he was still in service with the 2nd A.D. at Camp Hood, Texas. 
CLIFFORD H. SLINKARD His wife Frances Faye, lives in Harrison, Arkansas. 


ARCHIE L. 





Set. Frank L. Coffman, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Coffman, Sr., 
was born at Harrison, Arkansas, June 24, 1922. He received his education 
by attending Harrison, Hot Springs, and New Mexico Public Schools, Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, Hendrix College, and Chillicothe Business College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps October 31, 1942, he received basic training 
at San Antonio, Texas. He later attended Photography School at Lowry 
Field, Colorado, where he qualified for aerial photographer. After 18 
months’ training, he was sent to Bombay, India, attached to 20th Tactical 
Recon. Sqdn., 8th Photo Group. He served over 18 months in the China, a 
India-Burma, and Central Burma campaigns, and was awarded three f 7 
Bronze Stars. Sergeant Coffman returned to the United States November 

26, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missour!, ae } 
December 1, 1945. ib §, 


FRANK L. COFFMAN, JR. 
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1st Lt. David Edwards Fitton, Jr., son of Lulu Garvin and David Edwards 
Fitton, Sr., was born August 28, 1920, in Harrison, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Harrison Public Schools, Citadel Military Academy at Charleston, 
South Carolina; University of Arkansas, and United States Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, New York, graduating June 1944. Attached to the 
Army Air Corps, Lieutenant Fitton qualified as fighter pilot, flying P-47’s, 
P-51’s, and P-80’s. After training in the United States from June 1941 
to July 15, 1945, he departed for Hawaii and the Philippines, participating 
in the campaign of Iwo Jima. He received the Air Medal and two Battle 
Stars for the longest fighter flight on record, from Iwo Jima to Tokyo 
and return. He is still in service with the Army of Occupation, attached 
to 414th Fighter Group Headquarters and expects to remain in serivce 
until July 1948. He and his wife, the former Ruth Martin, have one son. 





DAVID E. FITTON, JR. 


Capt. Garvin Fitton, son of David Edwards and Lulu Garvin Fitton of 
Little Rock, was born at Harrison, Arkansas, on October 5, 1918. He 
attended the Harrison Public Schools, Georgia Military Academy at Col- 
lege Park, Georgia, and received his LL.B. degree at the University of 
Arkansas in June 1941. Captain Fitton served with the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps at the University of Arkansas and received his reserve 
commission as an Infantry officer there. He was called to active duty 
with the military services on August 19, 1941. An infantry combat leader, 
Captain Fitton served eight months in the United States and was sent to 
the European theater with his unit, the famous 34th Infantry Division, 
in January 1942. Overseas three years and four months, he saw action 
in the hard-fought Tunisian campaign and also in the Central Europe 
campaign in Germany. He was returned to the United States and was 
released from active military service on January 27, 1946, at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas. His wife is the former Martha Ann Hamilton. 





GARVIN FITTON 


Set. Forest Graham Wayne, son of Minnie Gladys and Earl Thomas Wayne, 
was born December 20, 1919, in Monte Ne, Arkansas. He attended Monte 
Ne Grade School and Rogers, Arkansas, High School. A member of the 
National Guard, he entered the Infantry January 1941, and received basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, attending service schools at Ft. Sill and 
Camp Bowie, Texas. Sergeant Wayne qualified as Paratrooper with the 
Screaming Eagles Parachute Detachment and as tank operator with Anti- 
tank Division at Camp Chaffee He departed in 1944 for the European 
Theater of Operations and participated in the battles of Holland, Bastogne, 
and Normandy with the 101st Division, receiving Presidential Citation 
for the engagement at Bastogne. He was killed in action in France on May 
7, 1945, and is survived by his parents, who live in Rogers, Arkansas. 





FOREST G. WAYNE 


2nd Lt. Harold D. Baird, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Baird, was born 
November 25, 1925, in Arkansas. He attended Fayetteville Schools. Enter- 
ing the Air Corps January 24, 1944, he received basic training at Shepherd 
Field, Texas, and attended training schools at Creighton University, pre- 
flight school at Santa Ana, California, and advanced navigation school at 
Ellington Field. He qualified as navigator. Lieutenant Baird served for 
more than two years in the United States and was awarded American 
Theater Ribbon. After being honorably discharged February 12, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Fayetteville, where he lives with his 
wife, June. According to last report received he was attending the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. 
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Lt. Col. Richard Don Stevens, son of Mary L. and Charles O. 
Stevens, was born November 14, 1902, in Colebrook, New Hamp- 
shire, moving to Arkansas in 1935. He attended the University ° 
of New Hampshire; Yale School of Forestry; Yale Graduate 
School, and Royal Forest Academy of Sweden, after which he 
was engaged as a forester. A member of the O.R.C. since May 
30, 1924, he was called to active duty July 3, 1941, with the 
General Staff Corps (Basic Branch, Infantry). He qualified as 
expert rifleman and specialized in counter intelligence, serving 
two months at G.H.Q. War College. Departing September 5, 
1941, for Iceland, he participated in campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Germany, and Ardennes and was 
awarded one Bronze Star. Serving overseas for more than four 
years, Colonel Stevens was at last report received still with the 
Army of Occupation in Germany as chief of operations for 
counter intelligence in the United States Zone. His wife, Mae, and 
their three children live in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 





RICHARD D. STEVENS 








S/Set. Darwin Little is the son of Lot S. Little of Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
where he was born on May 27, 1917. He was educated at Jonesboro and 
the Arkansas State High Schools and at Arkansas State College and entered 
the Army on March 12, 1941. Sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma for his Field Ar- 
tillery basic training, he became a supply sergeant and served almost three 
and a half years with artillery battalions in this country before arriving 
in the European theater in August 1944. Overseas more than 14 months, 
he served with the 692nd Field Artillery Battalion during the Northern 
France, Rhineland and Central Germany campaigns and also served five 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany. He was returned to 
this country and was honorably discharged on October 28, 1945, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Lucretia Curtis, have one 


daughter. 





DARWIN LITTLE 


Cpl. Louis Orace Graham, son of Mary Caroline and Sidney J. Graham, was 
born May 8, 1911, in Springdale, Arkansas. He attended University High 
School and Fayetteville Business College, afterwards being employed by a 
wholesale grocery company and a laundry and dry cleaning plant. He served 
with the 162nd Field Artillery, National Guard, from 1983 to 1936, and 
entering the Infantry April 13, 1944, receiving basic training at Camp Hood, 
Texas. Attached to 86th Inf. Div., he departed February 19, 1945, for 
the European theater and on August 29, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific thea- 
ter. Overseas more than a year, he participated in campaigns of Rhineland 
and Central Europe and was awarded European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater, World War 
Ii Victory, and American Theater Ribbons, two Overseas Bars, Combat 
Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged May 15, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Helen Hileen, 


LOUIS O. GRAHAM and their child. 
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ents of two children. 


ALBERT M. KELLY 


Pfc. Billy Ray Harrison is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Wesley Har- 
rison of Fayetteville, where he was born on April 8, 1924. He attended 
the University High School and entered military service on November 9, 
1942. Assigned to the Engineers, he completed basic training at Ft. War- 
ren, Wyoming, and in April 1944, was sent to New Guinea with his unit, 
the 534th Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment. Private Harrison had re- 
ceived training at Ft. Devens and Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, and 
Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, which qualified him to be a cook, me- 
chanic and construction worker, and served in this capacity during his more 
than 20 months overseas. Participating in the New Guinea, Morotai Is- 
land and both Philippine campaigns, he won the Meritorious Unit Award, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Stars and 
one Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 16, 1946. 


BILLY R. HARRISON 





two daughters. 


GEORGE H. CROOK 


S/Set. Lon D. Pharris, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Dorsa Pharris, was born 
July 13, 1921, at Witter, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
St. Paul Grade and High Schools. Entering the Army Air Corps Septem- 
ber 14, 1942, at Little Rock, he received basic training at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi. By attending Keesler A. M. and Republic Aviation P-47 
Schools, he qualified for aircraft crew chief. Sergeant Pharris also quali- 
fied as sharpshooter and received Aircraft Mechanics Badge, Good Con- 
duct Medal, Victory Ribbon and American Theater Defense Ribbon. After 
serving over three years attached to 130th A.A.F. Bn., he was honorably 
discharged at Seymour Johnson Field, Goldsboro, North Carolina, January 
8, 1946, returning to St. Paul, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Joyce, and their child. 
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Lt. (s.g.) Albert Melbern Kelly, son of Albert M. and Mary 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, was born at Dotton, Arkansas, on J 
He attended the University High School and the University 
was employed as office manager by the Firestone Tire and Rubb 
pany and office engineer for the Arkansas Highway Department prior tc 
entering the Navy on March 3, 1944. He was sent to the Naval Training 
Station at the University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, and later attended iq 
special schools there. Lieutenant Kelly became fleet camera officer and | 
served with the staff commander service force of the Atlantic Fleet. He 
saw overseas service in Bermuda, Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
in the Carribean Islands and was on foreign service for a total of more than 
one year. Lieutenant Kelly was placed on inactive duty at Norfolk, Virginia, “I 
on March 7, 1946. He and his wife, the former Anna Hanley, are the par- | 


of Ar} 
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Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/e George H. Crook, son of George A. and the late 
Lillie Crook, was born on October 17, 1910, at St. Louis, Missouri, moving 
to Arkansas in 1928. He attended New York and Fayetteville Schools and 
was employed as a railway express employee at the time he entered mili- 
tary service on April 10, 1944. After completing boot training at Farra- 
gut, Idaho, he was sent to the University of Iowa for special training in 
Diesel engineering. Sent to the Pacific area in March 1945, he saw action 
in the Okinawa invasion and served at Pearl Harbor, Saipan, Guam, and 
Ie Shima. A member of the amphibious forces, he served aboard the 
U.S.S. L.S.T. 860 and the L.S.T. 724, and saw nine months of foreign 
service. He was honorably discharged on December 15, 1946, at Norman, 
. Oklahoma, and lives in Fayetteville with his wife, Beatrice, and their 





LON D. PHARRIS, JR. 
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T/5 Melvin W. Bartle is the son of Albert and the late Nora Bartle of 
Rolla, Missouri. Born in Rolla on June 8, 1907, he moved to Arkansas in 
1926. Educated at the Rolla schools, he was owner of Bill’s Recreation 


- L ‘ , 


Lee Pennington, son of John and Myrtle Pennington, was born on 

September 20, 1921, at Japton, Arkansas. After attending the Mt. Comb- 

fort Schools, he was employed as a sheet-metal worker and truck driver 
until entering the Army on August 21, 1942. Sent to Kelly Field, Texas, 
for basic training, he was assigned to the Quartermaster Corps and be- 
came a supply clerk. After two and a half years in this country with his 
unit, the 301st Air Depot Group, he departed for the China-Burma-India 

theater February 27, 1945, and took part in the Central Burma and China 
air offensives. After serving overseas 10 months, he returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged on January 7, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Effie Mae, live in Fayetteville with 
their children. 


Parlor at Fayetteville before entering the Army on October 28, 1944. 
Assigned to the Anti-aircraft. Artillery, he was sent to Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
for basic training and specialized in supply. After only four and a half 
months in this country, he was sent to Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian 
Islands in April 1945, and remained in the South Pacific area for seven 
months. He was honorably discharged on October 21, 1945, at Ft. Mc- 


Pherson, Georgia. He and his wife, Margaret Helen, have one child. 





WILLIAM R. YANCEY 


MM 2/c Sam Melton Taylor, 
born March 4, 1918, at Rogers, Arkansas. After attending the Searcy, 


Arkansas, schools, he was employed as a flock selecting agent by the 
Springdale Electric Hatchery ye Pu oe eee on mares ir ee 

ivi ining at Cam eary, Virginia, he beca 7 
Ac aa er rite USS. Ceri He sailed for the South 
1944, and took part in the battles of Iwo Jima and 
er of the Presidential Unit Citation, American 
acific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation and 
Taylor was honorably discharged on December 


7, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. His wife is Ruby Mae Taylor. 


chinist and was assigne 


Pacific area in September 
Okinawa. He is the hold 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-P 
Victory Ribbons. Seaman 





MELVIN W. BARTLE 


Col. William R. Yancey, son of Rev. and Mrs. 8. M. Yancey of Mt. Sequoyah, 
Arkansas, was born October 11, 1914, at Parkin, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Fayetteville High School and from the University of Arkansas with 
a B.S.E. degree. Entering the Army July 1, 1936, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Crook, Nebraska, with the 17th Infantry, later attending flying 
schools at Randolph and Kelly Fields, Teaxs, and Barksdale Field, Louis- 
iana, receiving a commission in the Air Corps. He served at MacDill Field, 
Tampa, Florida; Meridian, Mississippi; Orlando, Florida; Kissimmee, Flor- 
ida, and Hammer Field, Fresno, California, training pilots and squadrons 
for night fighting, and by September 1943, he attained the rank of lieuten- 
ant colonel. In February 1945, he departed for the China theater and was 
assigned to assistant A-3 of the 14th Air Force under General Chennault 
at Kunming. Colonel Yancey later commanded the 3rd Fighter Group in 
North China and transferred December 1, 1945, to Suchow, maintaining a 
liaison detachment with the 3rd Fighter Group, Chinese Air Force. He 
was promoted to colonel, and at last report was still in service. 





son of Samuel Daniel Taylor of Springdale, was 


SAM M. TAYLOR 
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Seaman 1/c Gilbert Otto Henry, son of Mr. an 


dale with his wife, Jurshia Elvira, and their children. 





GILBERT O. HENRY 


Seaman 1/c Ralph William Coker is the son of Mrs. Mae Coker of Fayette- 
ville. Born in that city on December 12, 1915, he completed his education 
at Fayetteville High School and was employed as a salesman by the 
W. G. Shipley Baking Company until entering the Navy on April 10, 
1944. Sent to Farragut, Idaho, for boot training, he later attended Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ School and then saw service at Camp Peary, Virginia, and 
San Bruno and San Francisco, California. Arriving on the Island of Guam 
in April 1945, he served there with the Naval Supply Depot which serviced 
the Pacific fleet. Overseas nine months, he returned to the United States 
and was honorably discharged on January 17, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. He and his wife, Sue, have one child. 









born February 14, 1908, in Grandon, Missouri, moving to 
He attended Waldron, Arkansas, School, afterwards being employed at 
Springdale, Arkansas, Laboratory. Entering the Navy April 10, 1944, 
he received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, serving in the United 
States for seven months. Seaman Henry departed December 12,1944, 
for nearly a year of overseas duty, participating in one campaign and being 
wounded in action. He received the Purple Heart and was honorably 
discharged November 29, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in Spring- 


RALPH W. COKER 


e 





children. 


KEITH M. WENTZ 


Baker 1/¢ Wyatt Patton Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin E. Moore, was 
born on December 17, 1911, at Seneca, Missouri. After graduating from 
Springdale High School in 1930, he was employed by the Harris Baking 
Company at Rogers, Arkansas, and owned and operated Penrod’s Cafe at 
Springdale. He also served as athletic coach at Springdale High School 
before entering the Navy Seabees on November 5, 1943. Upon completing 
his boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, he transferred to the Regular 
Navy and served at Shoemaker, California, until he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater in January 1945. He took part in the battles of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa, and was a member of the crew of the U.S.S. Indianapolis, 
losing his life when his ship was sunk by a Japanese submarine on July 
30, 1945, off Leyte in the Philippine Islands. His wife, Lorraine Boat- 
right Moore, and their two children live in Springdale, Arkansas. 





Pfe. Keith M. Wentz, son of Robert Franklin Wentz, was born at Hunts- 
ville, Arkansas, on November 11, 1919. After completing his education at 
Fureka Springs, Arkansas, he was employed as a truck driver until entering 
the Marine Corps on April 10, 1944. Sent to San Diego, California, for 
boot training, he later attended BAR and Demolition School. Departing 
for the South Pacific theater with his unit, Co. K, 27th Marines, 5th 
Marine Division, in August 1944, he took part in the fighting on Iwo 
Jima, where every member of his company was either killed or wounded. 
Private Wentz was wounded and was awarded the Purple Heart. He was 
also awarded the Marksmanship Medal for the rifle, Good Conduct Medal, 
and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon. After serving two months with 
the Army of Occupation in Japan, he returned to the United States and 
was honorably discharged on December 21, 1945, at San Diego, California. 
He lives in Springdale, Arkansas, with his wife, Mary Margie, and their 


WYATT P. MOORE 
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RAYMOND A. ALSTOTT 


Maj. John F. Ballard is the son of Ida and John Ballard of Fayetteville, 
where he was born August 22, 1910. He was educated at the Fayetteville 
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Pfc. Raymond Avery Alstott was the son of Wilber Ray and Katherine 


_ S. Alstott of Springdale, Arkansas. Born at Lowell, Arkansas, on December 
21, 1916, he attended the Monitor schools and was engaged in day labor 


until his enlistment in the Regular Army on September 6, 1939. Sent to 
Ft. Barry, California, for basic training, he was assigned to the Coast 
Artillery Corps and later attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School. Private 
Alstott was sent to the Philippine Islands in August 1941, and was sta- 
tioned at Nichols Field near Manila at the time of the first Japanese at- 
tack. He took part in the heroic defense of the Philippines and was captured 
by the Japanese on April 9, 1942. He was taken to the notorious Japanese 
prison camp at Cabanatuan and there died of dysentery on November 15, 
1942. This brave soldier who died by the brutality of the Japanese, is 
one of many in the Philippines that Americans can never forget. 








schools and the University of Arkansas, and was employed by the U.S. 
Postal Service until entering active service with the 142nd Field Artillery 
of the Arkansas National Guard on January 6, 1941, later transferring to 
the Air Force. After three year’s service in this country, he was sent to 
the Southwest Pacific theater and has served two tours of foreign duty 
in the Southwest and Western Pacific theaters. Overseas a total of more 
than 14 months, he was awarded the American Defense Service Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with seven Battle Stars, American Theater 


Ribbon with one Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and Victory Ribbon 
for his part in the New Guinea, Solomons, Philippines, Western Pacific, 


Java, China and Japanese air 


of Occupation of Japan he was placed on inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on February 3, 1946. He and his wife, Nancy Zuella, have two 


children. 






SAMUEL L. CASEY 


Set. Everette Elton Anderson, son of Everett and Lucretia Anderson of 
Springdale, Arkansas, was born at Oliver Spring, Tennessee, on February 


14, 1923, and moved with his 


his education at the Huntsville Vocational School at Huntsville, Arkansas, 
and entered the Army Air Corps on March 18, 1941. Sent to Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, for basic training, he became a mechanic and attended 
the American School Center in England, where he arrived in August, 
1942. Overseas 26 months, he served as a member of the 67th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Group during the general air offensive of Europe and in 
the Western Europe air campaign. Holder of the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation and European Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars, he was honorably discharged on June 16, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Johnnie Elizabeth, have one 


child. 


campaigns. After six weeks with the Army 






JOHN F. BALLARD 


Cpl. Samuel Lee Casey, son of James Robert and Minnie Lee Casey, was 
born May 10, 1923, at Little Rock. He attended Little Rock Grade Schools 
and graduated from Little Rock High School, afterwards being employed 
in the mailing rooms of Little Rock newspapers. Entering the Army Air 
Corps September 13, 19438, he received basic training at New Orleans Army 
Air Base, and attended Radio School at Boca Raton, Florida, qualifying for 
radio and radar technician. After training 20 months in the United States, 
he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he participated in the 
Ryukyus campaign and air offensive over Japan. After serving three 
months with the Army of Occupation in Japan, Corporal Casey returned 
to the United States January 27, 1946, and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee February 5, 1946. He was awarded the American Theater 
and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal and two Bronze 
Stars. He and his wife, Mary Lue, live in Fayetteville, Arkansas, with 
their child. 


parents to Arkansas in 1937. He completed 
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Seaman 1/c Maurice Russell Barnes is the son of Robert Wesley and | 
Bertha Ardith Barnes of Route 3, Fayetteville, where he was born on 
November 9, 1923. He attended the Fayetteville schools and the Tishi- 
mingo (Oklahoma) High School. Employed as a clerk, he entered the Coast 
Guard Reserve December 10, 1942, and was called to active duty on Febru- 
ary 27, 1943. He completed boot training at Grafton, Illinois, and has since 
served at St. Louis, Missouri; Rock Island, Illinois; Charleston, South 
Carolina; Wilmington, North Carolina and North Head, South Carolina. 
A veteran of three years of Coast Guard service, he was honorably dis- 
charged at St. Louis, Missouri, on February 26, 1946. He is the holder 
of the Good Conduct Medal. His wife is the former Mavis Irene Radford. 





MAURICE R. BARNES 


Pfe. Joe Campbell, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Campbell, Sr., was born 
August 6, 1921, at Fayetteville. He received his education by attending 
Fayetteville Public Schools and University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
employed by Pasteurized Milk Company and Colonial Baking Company. 
Entering the Engineer Aviation Battalion March 3, 1943, he received basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and later by attending Service 
Schools at Boston Institute of Technology and Drake University qualified 
for engineer. After serving two years in the United States he was sent 
to Okinawa April 22, 1945, where he took part in the Ryukyus campaign. 
Private Campbell was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with one Service Star, and American Theater and World War II 
Victory Ribbons. Returning to the United States January 7, 1946, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 17, 1946. He and his 
wife, Billye, live in Fayetteville with their children. 






JOE CAMPBELL, JR. 


Aviation Chief Machinist’s Mate Kenneth Wayne Gabbard, son of John 
Clinton and Dixie Gabbard of Fayetteville, Arkansas, was born at Delaney, 
Arkansas, on August 25, 1923. He attended Fayetteville and Huntsville 
High Schools and graduated from St. Paul High School at St. Paul, Ark- 
ansas, at the age of 15 as the valedictorian of his class. Enlisting 
in the Regular Navy on June 7, 1940, he was sent to San Diego, California, 
for boot training and has attended Aviation Machinist’s Schools, spe- 
cializing in the maintenance of aircraft and engines. After service at 
Chicago, Illinois, and San Diego, California, he was sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands in January 1941, and was there at the time of the Japanese at- 
tack on December 7, 1941. Chief Gabbard returned to this country and 
was then sent to Palmyra Island. A veteran of more than five years of 
naval service, he has seen almost four years of overseas service in the 
Pacific and was eligible for a discharge on June 6, 1946. At last report 
received, he was stationed at Memphis, Tennessee. 





KENNETH W. GABBARD 


Seaman 1/c Eugene Cunningham, son of Mrs. Lucy A. Cunningham, was 
born October 17, 1926, in Texarkana, Arkansas. He attended Fayetteville 
schools. Entering the Navy March 10, 1944, at Little Rock, Arkansas, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, and served at S.C.T.C., 
Terminal Island, California, and Naval Base, Bremerton, Washington. 
Attached to the U.S.S. Sarsi, he served overseas for a year and a half and 
was honorably discharged February 16, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
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Carpenter’s Mate 2/c William H. Thompson, foster son of Josephine and 
Frank Schuler, was born on April 12, 1906, in New York City, moving to 
Arkansas in 1930. He completed his education at Passionist College, 
Normandy, Missouri, and was employed as a salesman until entering the 
Navy Seabees on October 16, 1943. He received boot training at Camp 
Peary, Virginia, and later attended Water Purification and Distillation 
School. Sent to Pear] Harbor, Hawaii, he saw 20 months of overseas service 
with his unit, the 48th Naval Construction Battalion, and took part in 
the battle for Guam. He first arrived in the Pacific area in February 1944, 
and served as a carpenter with his unit until he returned to his country 
in October, 1945. Mate Thompson also served three years with the Army, 
first enlisting in September 1927, and receiving his discharge in Septem- 
ber 1930. During this time he served at Ft. Robinson, Nebraska. He 
was honorably discharged from the Navy on November 10, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee. He lives in Fayetteville with his wife, Emma 
WILLIAM H. THOMPSON Lucille, and their five children. 





Gunner’s Mate 3/c James Vondral Smith, son of Ida Mae and James David 
Smith, was born August 5, 1925, in Fayetteville, Arkansas. He attended 
Fayetteville Grade and High Schools. Entering the Navy July 28, 1943, 
he received boot training at San Diego, California, and attended Gunnery 
School, qualifying as gunner’s Mate. He departed November 15, 1948, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas for 
two and a half years, participating in eight campaigns and battles and 
being awarded a citation. After being honorably discharged August 18, 
1946, at San Pedro, California, he returned to his home in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. 






JAMES V. SMITH 


Pfc. Raymond Eugene Shepherd, son of Georgia and Charlie Shepherd, 
was born January 1, 1920, in Charleston, Arkansas. He attended Grade 
Schools in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and St. Louis, Missouri, and Junior High 
School in Fort Smith, afterwards being employed by the J. C. Penney 
Company and Arkansas Motor Freight Lines. Entering the Army Janu- 
ary 19, 1945, he received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, special- 
izing in Infantry and transferring to Field Artillery. After spending 
seven months in the United States attached to LR.T.C., Private Shepherd 
departed August 19, 1945, for Leyte, Guam, and Saipan, and remained 
overseas: for 10 months. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged May 9, 1946, at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, he returned to Fay- 
 - etteville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Lois Edna, and their 
4 _ children. 


RAYMOND E. SHEPHERD 





MOMM 2/c Fred Arlis Vanzant is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Vanzant 
BA. aile where he was born on May 5, 1925. After graduating 
from the Huntsville State Vocational School at Huntsville, Arkansas, 
he entered the Navy on June 27, 1943. Assigned to the Navy Seabees, 
he completed his boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and later at- 
tended Machine Gun School there. Arriving in the South Pacific area 
in October, 1943, he remained overseas for 25 months. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged on December 20, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


FRED A. VANZANT 
[ 1027 ] 





THOMAS H. GARY 


~ ae = 


Capt. Thomas H. Gary, son of the late Anna Faus and Eugene Gary, was 


born June 10, 1915, in Independence, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 
January 1921. He attended University High School, and University of 
Arkansas, where he received R.O.T.C. instruction. Entering the Infantry 
May 5, 1941, he qualified as Infantry company commander, expert with 
rifle and carbine, and marksman with pistol. He served for two and a 
half years in the United States with the 4th Division, 22nd Infantry, 
before departing January 14, 1944, for England. Overseas for a year and 
a half, he participated in the Normandy campaign and battle of France, 
being wounded near St. Lo. Captain Gary was awarded Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion. After being honorably discharged December 26, 1945, at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, he returned to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Rena Marie, and their three children. 


Gunner’s Mate 3/c Eugene Judson Gary, son of the late Anna Faus and 
Eugene Gary, was born May 2, 1913, in Hutchinson, Kansas, moving to 
Arkansas in January 1921. He attended Fayetteville High School. Enter- 
ing the Navy March 5, 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as gunner’s mate, third class. Mate Judson served 
for three and a half years, including service to and from the United 
States and foreign countries, carrying cargo and munitions to war fronts 
in the islands being invaded in the South Pacific. He participated in the 
campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa and was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal. After being placed on inactive duty September 14, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged March 5, 1946, at Great Lakes, Illinois, and returned 


to his home in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
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EUGENE J. GARY 


Pfc. Harold G. Schwarz, son of Mrs. Blanche Schwarz Gary and the late 
Mr. Schwarz, was born October 24, 1910, in Lawton, Oklahoma, moving 
to Arkansas in January 1921. He attended Fayetteville High School, 
University of Arkansas, and Columbia Technical Institute, Washington, 
D. C., afterwards being employed as administrative officer in the War 
Department in Washington. Entering the Infantry May 1, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and was awarded In-_ 
fantry Marksmanship Medals. Attached to the 78th Division, 309th 
Infantry, he departed in December 1944, for Europe, and remained over- 
seas for two and a half months, participating in the campaign from the 
Ruhr River to the Rhine in Germany. Private Schwarz was killed in action 
in Germany on March 10, 1945, and was posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He is survived by his mother, 
who lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas, and by his wife, Marietta, and their 


two children. 
HAROLD G. SCHWARZ 


Lt. Col. Augustus M. Davison, son of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Davison of 
Arnett, Oklahoma, was born September 3, 1911, in Gage, Oklahoma, moving 
to Arkansas in 1933. He attended Oklahoma A. & M. College and Univer- 
sity of Arkansas School of Medicine. A member of the Reserve Officer 
Corps, having received four years of R.O.T.C. infantry training at Okla- 
homa A. & M., he entered the Army Medical Corps January 25, 1940. 
He attended Command and General Staff School and specialized in internal 
medicine and as medical staff officer. After serving for four years at 
Station Hospital, Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he departed January 1944 for 
Burma and remained overseas for a year and a half, participating in the 
North and Central Burma campaigns with the Chinese Army as a medical 
liaison officer. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious 
service and, according to last information received, was still on active 
duty at Army and Navy General Hospital in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He 
and his wife, the former Maxine Stevens, have two sons. His home is in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
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i ling at Camp 
ana. | 
o India in December 1943. Overseas two 
> saw action in the China-Burma and the 
mpaigns against the Japanese in the China- 
India theater. His unit received the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation for their work and services in 
we these campaigns. Corporal Aydelotte was returned 


é 
2—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Ernest Richard 
Pemberton, Jr. is the son of Ernest Richard Pember- 
ton, Sr., and Sallie May Pemberton of Harrison, 
Arkansas. He was born on November 15, 1915, at 
Self, Arkansas, and was educated at College of the 
Ozarks and at Westminister College at Fulton, Mis- 
souri. He was a farmer and truck driver until 
entering the Navy on April 30, 1944. Mate Pember- 
ton received boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and 
became an automotive mechanic. He served as a 
mechanic until he was honorably discharged from 
service at Farragut, Idaho, on January 12, 1945. 
He and his wife, the former Eunice Mildred Col- 
lins, are the parents of two children. 


3.—Pfe. Garrett Lee Emberton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee Emberton of Harrison, Arkansas, was born July 
1, 1921. He attended Harrison Public Schools and 
-entered the Army February 8, 1921. His wife is 
Yvonne Emberton. No further details regarding the 
service record of Private Emberton were furnished. 


4.—S/Sgt. Otto Burton Aydelotte, son of Mrs. Allen 
Muir of Harrison, Arkansas, was born at Red Rock, 
Arkansas, on January 31, 1924. Educated at Har- 
rison High School, he entered military service on 
January 6, 1943. Sergeant Aydelotte received his 
Quartermaster basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyo- 
ming, and was later transferred to the Infantry. 
He became a rifle squad leader and was sent to the 
European theater in September 1944. Overseas nine 
months, Sergeant Aydelotte served throughout the 
fighting in France and Germany and was wounded 
in Germany. Holder of the European Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star, the Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman Badge and Good Conduct Medal, he was 
returned to the United States for hospitalization and 
was honorably discharged at Bushnell General Hos- 
© pital, Brigham City, Utah, on October 13, 1945. 


Robert D. Heath, son of Jerome Awe and 
was born June 29, 1923, at Har- 
rison, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Harrison High School, after which he was 
employed as shoe salesman, Jackson Clothing Co., 
Harrison, and as stock control clerk, Rhor Aircraft 
Corp., Chula Vista, California. Entering the Army 
Signal Corps May 6, 1943, he received basic training 
at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, and by attending Army 
Administration School at Huntsville, Texas, spe- 
cialized as radio traffic analyst. After nine months’ 
training he was sent to the European Theater of 
Operations attached to Signal Intelligence. Division 
on January 31, 1944, where he saw service in North- 
ern France, Rhineland, and Central Germany. Pri- 
vate Heath served almost two years overseas and 
received Theater Commander Unit Citation and 
Certificate of Merit. Returning to the United States 
January 23, 1946, he received an honorable dis- 
charge January 27, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas. 

6.—Chief Fire Controlman Virgil Oliver Salisbury, 


of Minnie .Perkins and Horace Salisbury, was 
Dar March 25, 1918, at Cardwell, Missouri, moving 
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ist 1929. He attended Harrison 

00] rwards being engaged as printer, 

and truck driver. Entering the Navy August 


15, 1939, he received boot training at Norfolk, Vir- 
 ginia, and attehded Class A Ordnance at Norfolk 


and Advanced Fire Control School at Washington, 
D. C. After serving in the United States for a year, 
he departed September 1940, for five years of over- 
seas duty, and participated in campaigns of the 
Marshall Islands, Casablanca, Saipan, Leyte, Min- 
doro, and Korea also serving with Russian convoys. 
He was awarded Good Conduct Medal American 
Area Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Stars, American Defense Ribbon with bronze “A,” 
and European-African-Far Eastern Ribbon with two 
Stars. After being honorably discharged October 
15, 1945, at Shoemaker, California, he reenlisted 
January 1, 1946. His wife, Marie Emma, and their 
child live in Harrison Arkansas. 


7.—Set. Roy . onald Duckworth, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William C. Duzkworth, was born at Ft. Scott, Kan- 
sas, on January 25, 1920. Entering the Marine Corps 
on July 17, 1941, he was sent to San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, for boot training. Later, while stationed 
in the British Isles, he attended the British Com- 
mando Schools in Scotland and England, qualifying 
as a scout and sniper. After six months in Britain, 
Sergeant Duckworth returned to the United States, 
leaving a second time in January 1943, for the South- 
west Pacific. Overseas a total of 30 months, he par- 
ticipated in action at Bougainville, Guam, and the 
Marianas Islands. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his en- 
gagements, a Presidential Citation, Good Conduct 
Medal and a Marksmanship Award, Sergeant Duck- 
worth was honorably discharged on October 12, 
1945, at Klamath Falls, Oregon. He lives in Har- 
rison with his wife, Barbara, and child. 


8.—Set. Roy H. Aydelotte, son of Mrs. Allen Muir 
of Harrison, Arkansas, was born at Western Grove, 
Arkansas, on October 20, 1913. Educated in the 
Harrison schools he was employed by the M. & A. 
Railroad for four years before entering the military 
service on January 29, 1942. Assigned to the Coast 
Artillery, he was sent to Camp Wallace, Texas, for 
basic training, and served in this country with the 
52nd Coast Artillery, 539th Field Artillery Bn. and 
the 566th Ordnance Company until he was sent to 
England in October 1944. Overseas almost 11 months, 
he saw action in the Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on Novem- 
ber 138, 1945. 


9.—Set. Guy Andrew Emberton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee Emberton of Harrison, Arkansas, was born at 
Jasper, Arkansas, on August 7, 1922, and attended 
Harrison High School. He was employed as a 
mechanic until entering military service on October 
28 1942. After completing basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, he was assigned to the Air 
Corps and was sent to Waco, Texas, to attended the 
Ordnance Automotive School. He later became a 
control tower operator in the Air Corps and, after 
one year in this country, he was sent to England 
for a stay of 23 months. Sergeant Emberton re- 
turned to this country in August 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Sioux Falls Army Air Base 
at: Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on November 17, 
1945. His wife is the former Lucille King. 


10.—Cpl. Russell Heath, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
Heath of Harrison, Arkansas, was born on August 
26, 1914, at Highfill, Arkansas. He attended Har- 
rison High School and Hendrix College, after which 
he was employed as a store manager and salesman 
for B. F. Goodrich Company. Entering military 
service on January 24, 1944, he was sent to Shep- 
pard Field, Texas, for basic training. He later at- 
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turned to this country and was released from active 
Naval service on April 2, 1946. He and his wife, 
Dorothy Marie, are the parents of one child. 


12.—Ship’s Cook 3/e Richard Ireland Cochran, son 
of Mayme and William B. Cochran, was born May 
12, 1921, in La Cygne, Kansas, moving to Arkansas 
January 21, 1924. He attended Harrison, Arkansas, 
High School afterwards being employed as soda 
fountain clerk. Entering the Navy June 6, 1942, he 
received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. He 
departed October 15, 1942, for Cuba and the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas 
more than two years, participating in the battle of 
Bougainville. He was awarded one Campaign Star, 
one Citation, and two Commendations. He lives in 
Harrison, Arkansas, with his wife, Anna Jean. 


13.—Capt. William B. Cochran, son of Mayme Pearl 
and William B. Cochran, Sr., was born April 2, 
1918, in LaCygne, Kansas, moving to Arkansas 
January 22, 1925. He attended Harrison High School 
and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
employed by the War Department, U. S. Engineer 
Department. Entering the Corps of Engineers Au- 
gust 21, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia, and attended Officer Candidate 
School, qualifying as construction engineer, rifle 
expert, and carbine sharpshooter. Attached to the 
1339th Engineer Construction Battalion, Captain 
Coachran departed March 5, 1948, for Whitehouse, 
Yukon Territory, Canada. On April 15, 1945, he 
was sent to France and later to Okinawa, remaining 
overseas for two years and participating in the 
campaign of Okinawa. He was awarded American 
Theater Ribbon, European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and Victory 
Ribbon. Captain Cochran was still in service, ac- 
cording to last report received. His wife, Frances, 
and their child, live in Harrison, Arkansas. 


14.—Set. James D. King was the son of James D. 
and Ruth L. King of Harrison, Arkansas, where he 
was born on November 15, 1924. He attended the 
Harrison Grade and High Schools and entered mili- 
tary service in June 1943. Sergeant King completed 
his Infantry basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, 
and served for eight months in this country with 
the 274th Infantry. He was sent to Ireland in 
March 1944, and landed in France shortly after 
D-Day. He served with Company F, 120th Infantry, 
until he was killed in action on October 9, 1944, 
while his battalion was storming the town of 
Schleibach, Germany, which lies on the Seigfried 
Line. This brave soldier is buried in the United 
States Military Cemetery at Henri Chappelle, Bel- 
gium. 


15.—Segt. William R. King, son of James and Ruth 
King of Harrison, Arkansas, was born at Columbus, 
Kansas, on January 15, 1919, and moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1923. He attended Harrison 
High School and entered the Army on April 21, 
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1942. Sergeant Lewis served basic training at Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, and then was assigned to the 
Transporttaion Corps. He served as a railroad con- 
ductor in the Transportation Corps and was sent to 
Alaska in September 1942. During his more than 
32 months of overseas service, he saw service with 
the 713th Railway Battalion and the 133rd Engineers 
and has also served with the 3860th Service Com- 
mand Unit. Returning to this country he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, 
on October 12, 1945. His wife is Martha W. King. 


16.—Pharmacist’s Mate 1/c J. W. Unwer is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Walter Unwer of Harrison, 
Akansas,, where he was born on August 14, 1925. 
After completing his education at Harrison High 
School, he entered the Navy on February 17, 1943, 
and was sent to San Diego, California, for his boot 
training. In November 1944, he was sent to the 
South Pacific theater. Overseas 17 months, he was 
returned to the United States in March 1946, and 
given a leave. He was still serving with the Navy 
at last report received, and expected to be discharged 
about August 13, 1946. 


17.—Cadet Nurse Mary Elizabeth Unwer is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Walter Unwer of 
Harrison, Arkansas. Born at Harrison on August 
6, 1923, she completed her education at Harrison 
High School and entered the Cadet Nurse Program on 
February 1, 1944. According to last report received 
Cadet Nurse Unwer was completing her nurse’s 
training ati St. Vincent’s Infirmary School of 
Nursing at Little Rock, Arkansas. She was sched- 
uled to complete her training in February, 1947. 


18.—Seaman 1/c Elwyn Edward Smith is the son 
of Elwyn E. and Pearl A. Smith of Route 4, 
Harrison, Arkansas. Born at Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas, on October 31, 1923, he attended Harrison High 
School and was employed in defense work until 
entering the Coast Guard on March 2, 1943. After 
his enlistment, he was sent to St. Augustine, Flor- 
ida, to serve boot training and became expert in 
the recognition of aircraft for surface vessels. Sea- 
man Smith served six months at sea with the Coast 
Guard and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Ribbon and the American Theater Ribbon. 
He also holds the Expert’s Medal for the rifle and 
pistol. He was honorably discharged at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on April 9, 1946. 







19.—Cpl. Franklin Beverly Kirby, son of Mrs. Frank 
Kirby, was born November 8, 1921, in Harrison, 
Arkansas. He attended Harrison High School, 
Kemper Military Academy, and the University of 
Arkansas. Entering the Marine Corps February 3, 
1943, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and attended Amphibious Scout School. At- 
tached to the 1st Marines, Corporal Kirby departed 
June 24, 1948, for the South Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for more than 
two years. He participated in the campaigns of 
Cape Gloucester, Palau Islands, and Okinawa, being 
wounded in action twice, and was awarded the 
Purple Heart with Gold Star. He was honorably 
discharged October 29, 1945, at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, and returned to his home in Harrison. 


20.—Chief Petty Officer Joseph W. Kirby, son of 
Mrs. Frank B. Kirby, was born November 18, 1908, 
in Harrison, Arkansas. He attended Harrison High 
School, University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, and 
College of the Ozarks at Clarksville, Arkansas. 
Entering the Navy Seabees November 6, 1943, he 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
attended Service Schools in Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, and San Diego, California. After serving in 
the United States for 17 months, he departed April 
10, 1945, for Honolulu and served for 10 months in 
the Hawaiian Islands. He was honorably discharged 
December 15, 1945, and returned to Harrison, where 
he lives with his wife, Frances, and their child. 
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1.—Cpl. Woodrow Kimes, 
Kimes, was born Novemb 1915, 
ansas. He attended Harrison ol, ai 
being engaged as manager of Nehi Bottl Com- 
pany. Entering the Air Corps September 24, 1942, 
he received basic training at Bakersfield, California. — 
Corporal Kimes departed in March 1944 for England 
and remained overseas for a year and a half. He 
was honorably discharged November 31, 1945, at 
Bakersfield, California. 


2—Pfe. Raymond Kimes, son of Rebecca and Abe 
Kimes, was born March 26, 1918, in Eula, Arkansas. 
He attended Harrison School, afterwards being 
engaged as plant manager for the Dr. Pepper 
Bottling Company. Entering the Field Artillery 
September 1, 1948, he received basic training at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. Private Kimes served for 18 
months in the United States and for more than nine 
months overseas, and was awarded six Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He spent four months 
with the Army of Occupation and was honorably 
discharged February 2, 1946, at Fort Smith. He lives 
in Harrison, Arkansas, with his wife, Gladys, and 
their child. 


3.—Pvt. Edmond Charles McClure, son of Mrs. 
Martha Ann McClure, was born on November 21, 
1914, at Harrison, Arkansas. He attended school at 
Harrison and Ridgeway (Arkansas). Private Mc- 
Clure entered the Army on March 8, 1944. He 
received basic training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, 
and landed in France with Co. F, 317th Infantry, 
80th Division on September 1, 1944, participating 
in the Rhineland campaign. He received the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Bronze 
Star Medal, Unit Citation and the Campaign Ribbon 
and Battle Stars denoting the area and battes in 
which he participated. He was honorably discharged 
from LaGarde General Hospital, New Orleans, on 
August 18, 1945. He lives in Harrison with his 
wife, Goldie, and children. 


4.—Seaman 1/c Braskle Kimes, son of Rebecca and 
Abe Kimes, was born October 22, 1910, in Grape- 
vine, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1914. He 
attended Harrison School, afterwards being em- 
ployed at a stave mill. Entering the Navy Seabees 
in November 1942, he received boot training in Nor- 
folk, Virginia, and departed February 1943, for New 
Caledonia, remaining overseas for 37 months. He 
was honorably discharged November 1, 1945, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to Harrison, 
Arkansas. 


5.—2nd Lt. Oliver Charles Raney, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harve Lee Raney, was born at Jasper, Ark- 
ansas, on November 5, 1919. He graduated from 
Jasper High School and attended Arkansas Tech. 
He entered military service on January 6, 1941, 
with his National Guard unit, and received basic 
training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. Later he attended Of- 
ficer Candidate School and received his commission. 
He served for more than two years in the Aleutian 
Islands and saw service during the war in the Anti- 
aircraft branch of the Cosat Artillery, the Air Corps, 
Cavalry, and Infantry. Lieutenant Raney was re- 
tired to inactive status on May 11, 1945, at Camp 
Robinson. His wife is Betty Heath Raney. 


6.—Pfe. William Burl Mathis, son of James Monroe 
and Myrtle Mathis, was born at Russellville, Arkan- 
sas, on October 9, 1916. He received his education 
by attending the Russellville Public Schools, after 
which he was employed by the Bradley Produce 
Company. Entering the Army Engineer Corps on 
March 7, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. 
McClellan, Alabama. After serving five months in 
the United States, he departed for France on Au- 
gust 24, 1944, and participated in Rhineland and 
Central European campaigns. He received the 
Marksmanship Medal for his proficiency in the use 
of the rifle, European-African-Middle Eastern Ser- 
vice Ribbon and two Bronze Stars, and Good Conduct 


[ 1032 ] 


f . i oo 
on January 


















Texas, for basic_ 
months in the Unite 
unit, the 755th Tank I 
Overseas 37 months, he served | 
Apennines, Naples-Foggia and Po Valley c¢ 
Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, Preside 
Unit Citation, European-African-Middle Ea: 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars and a 
for marksmanship, he was honorably discharge 
September 13, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Miss 


gis eea 
our. . 


8.—Pfe. George P. Stapleton, son of Mrs. Leslie 
Carl Stapleton, was born January 15, 1926, at Har- © 
rison, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Harrison High School, afterwards being 
employed by Standard Oil Company of Louisiana, ~ 
and being engaged as a used car dealer and sales- 
man for Hickenbottom Motor Co. in Harrison. 
Entering the Field Artillery, September 1, 1944, 
he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
qualifying for heavy truck driver and mechanic. 
Serving over five months in Training Center, he 
departed February 18, 1945, for the European thea- 
ter. Private Stapleton served in Southern and 
Northern France and spent four months with the 
Army of Occupation. He received medals for use 
of carbine and machine gun and Truck Driver’s 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, January 31, 1946. 


9.—Set. Joseph Dale Lawrence, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Edward Lawrence, was born September 7, 
1919, at Melbourne, Arkansas. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Melbourne and Harrison Public 
Schools, after which he was employed by the Coca- 
Cola Bottling Co. of Arkansas at Harrison. Entering 
the Field Artillery November 10, 1943, he received 
basic training at Ft. Sill, later attending Artillery 
Mechanic’s School where he qualified for artillery 
mechanic. After serving in the United States, he 
departed January 2, 1945, for New Caledonia, spend- 
ing almost a year in that area. He received Car- 
bine Expert Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and 
Victory and American Defense Ribbons. Sergeant 
Lawrence was honorably discharged at Camp Chaf- 
fee, February 9, 1946. He and his wife, Madge 
Lorena, live in Harrison, Arkansas, with their chil- 
dren. 


10.—T/5 Jack Lee Walicr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
F. Walker, was born at Harrison, Arkansas, on 
September 25, 1923. He received his education by 
attending Eagle Heights and Harrison High Schools, 
after which he was employed as driver for Harrison 
Wholesale Grocery Co. Entering the Army Medical 
Corps on February 7, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and, after attending 
Driver’s School, specialized as truck driver. Serving 
with the 36th Field Hospital for eight months, he 
was sent to Hawaiian Islands October 7, 19438, and 
to the Asiatic-Pacifiec theater with the Infantry. He 
participated in campaigns of the Marshalls, Guam, 
Philippines, Ie Shima, end Manus Islands. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, De- 
cember 27, 1946, he returned to Harrison. 


11.—Seaman 2/c John Lewis Lawrence, son of Owen 
B. Lawrence of Harrison, Arkansas, was born on 
December 20, 1911, at Melbourne, Arkansas. After 
completing his education he was employed as a 
carpenter and stone mason. He entered the Navy on 
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Camp Peary, Virginia, and served w 
8 on at San Francisco, California, 


sent to Pearl Harbor Hawaii, in ‘. 
became ill with arthritis and after six months of 


overseas duty was returned to the United States _ 


October 1944. He 


where he spent eight months in Naval hospitals at 


San Diego, California, and Norman, Oklahoma. He 
was honorably discharged on August 22, 1945, at 
the Naval Hospital Norman Oklahoma. He and his 
wife, Viola Mae, live in Harrison with their chil- 
dren. 


12.—Aviation Radioman’s Mate 2/ce Chauncey Loren 
Hayes, son of Mrs. Violet Gaye Hayes of Harrison, 
Arkansas, was born at Green Forest, Arkansas, 
on October 17, 1925. He attended the Batesville 
and Harrison High Schools, and entered the Navy 
on June 14, 1943. He completed his boot training 
at Bainbridge, Maryland, and then attended the 
Radio and Radar School and the Aerial Gunnery 
School at Jacksonville, Florida. After two years in 
this country as a member of Squadrons VPB-2, 
VPB-197 and VPB-122, he was sent to the Aleutian 
Islands in July 1945. Overseas eight months, he 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
and the American Theater Ribbon. He was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
Bremerton, Washington, on March 24, 1946. 


13.—T/Sgt. Horace Woodrow Carpenter, son of 
Owen Carpenter of Harrison, was born in Hamburg, 
Arkansas, on June 19, 1917. He attended Carpenter 
School prior to entering military service on Septem- 
ber 10, 1941. Sent to Ft. Riley, Kansas, for basic 
training, he also attended Engineer’s School at Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia. Sergeant Carpenter served four 
years in the United States as a member of the 270th 
Engineers and went overseas in January 1945. Over- 
seas nine months, he served in the Central Europe 
and Rhineland campaigns and also four months in 
the Army of Occupation of Germany. Holder of 
the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
American Defense Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal, 
he was discharged October 22, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


14.—Seaman 1/c John Tilden Suggs, son of James 
Tomas and Mary Jane Suggs, was born at Har- 
rison, Arkansas, June 4, 1920. He received his edu- 
eation by attending Harrison High School and 
entered the Navy on April 7, 1944. Receiving boot 
training at San Diego, he qualified for truck driver 
and after serving six weeks was sent to Pearl 
Harbor where he remained until returning to the 
United States September 18, 1945. He received the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, November 18, 1945. He is 
now occupied as a machinist, and lives in Harrison 
with his wife, Anna Lorene, and their children. 


15.—Cpl. Jack C. Barnhart, son of Jack and Lela 
Barnhart, was born at Harrison, Arkansas, Septem- 
ber 14, 1921. He received his education at Leslie 
and Bellefonte High School, and was later employed 
by the Luna Lumber Company. Corporal Barnhart 
entered the Army Air Corps, July 6, 1942, and re- 
ceived basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas. He 
was later transferred to Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
attended school to become a supply man and mes- 
sage center clerk. In October, 1948, he left the 
States and arrived in England. He served in the 
North African theater for 21 months. Corporal 
Barnhart received the Good Conduct Medal, Amer- 
ican Campaign Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon, and was returned to the 
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Receiving boot trainings 
he later took specialized training at Cz 
Peary and Endicott. After completing training 
the States he was sent to the South Pacific whe 
he participated in four campaigns in ah 

Islands and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Rib- _ 
bon and four Bronze Stars. After over two years ~ 
overseas, Mate Mahler was honorably discharged 
at Shoemaker, California, October 24, 1945. and ara 
returned to Harrison, where he resides with his eae. 
wife, Donna Marie. - . , 


17.—Machinist’s Mate 3/c Charles Edward Mahler, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mahler, was born in 
Cache, Oklahoma, August 238, 1911. After grad- — 
uating from the Omaha (Arkansas) High School, 
he was employed by the United States Soil Con- 
servation Service and Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. He 
entered the Naval Construction Battalion on October 
24, 1942. Following boot training at Camp Brad- 
ford, Virginia, he landed in Saipan with the Sea- 
bees in February, 1948. For more than 32 months 
he was engaged in construction work with his unit 
in many places in the South Pacific theater. Mate 
Mahler was honorably discharged from the Seabees 
on September 22, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 


18.—Seaman 1/c Eli B. Robinson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James F. Robinson, of Harrison, Arkansas, 
was born at Bellefonte, Arkansas, on August 18, 
1917. He received his education in the schools at 
Bellefonte and Yale (Oklahoma) and was employed 
by Swift & Company and the Missouri and North 
Arkansas Railroad. He entered the Navy on April 
7, 1944. He completed boot training at San Diego, 
California, and became a ship’s clerk and was sent 
to Pearl Harbor. Overseas 17 months, Seaman Rob- 
inson returned to the States and was honorably 
discharged on November 16, 1945, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. He lives in Harrison with his wife, 
Jessie Lee, and their children. 


19.—Pvt. E. J. Arnold, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 
Arnold of Route 1, Harrison, Arkansas, was born 
November 22, 1925. He attended Piggott High 
School and worked in Boeing Aircraft Plant, Seattle, 
Washington. Private Arnold entered the Army 
February 1944. No further information regarding 
the service record of Private Arnold was furnished. 


20.—Pfe. Burl W. Arnold, son of Alice and James 
R. Arnold, was born March 30, 1913, in Overton, 
Arkansas. After completing his education, he was 
employed as automobile service station worker. 
Entering the Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion 
May 13, 1942, he received basic training at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and served for nearly two years in the 
United States before departing January 12, 1944, 
for the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of 
Operations. Overseas for a year and nine months, 
Private Arnold was in action and was awarded 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, European-African,Middle Eastern 
Theater Ribbon, the Purple Heart, and three Bronze 
Service Stars. After being honorably discharged 
February 2, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
to Harrison, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Beulah and their child. 
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a0 Overseas more than:two years he was awarded the 


Good Conduct Medal and two Bronze Stars and was 
honorably discharged December 16, 1945, at Jeffer- 
err parr ache. He lives in Springdale with his wife, 
‘Ruby. ox . 


2.—T/Sgt. William Leroy Jack is the son of John 
William and Elfie Ester Jack of Fayetteville where 
he was born. After completing his education at 
Mt. Comfort and at Fayetteville High School, he 
entered the Army Air Corps on June 1, 1942, and 
was sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic 
training. He served two and a half years in this 
country as a member of the 330th Bomb Group and 
then was sent to Guam in the South Pacitic in 
January 1945. With a total of 11 months of overseas 
duty, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged on January 26, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Pauline Hester, 
have one child. 


3.—T/Sgt. Jack E. Parker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Claude Elmer Parker of Springdale, Arkansas, was 
born at Fayetteville, Arkansas, on March 29, 1921, 
and attended school there. He entered service in 
January 1941 and became a mechanic and heavy 
truck driver with the Field Artillery after basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. Landing with his 
unit, the 936th Field Artillery Battalion, in North 
Africa in August 1943, he saw action during the 
next two years in the Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, 
North Apennines-Po Valley campaigns | and was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal, and the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars. He was honorably discharged September 13, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
wife, Peggy Pauline, have one child. 


4.—S/Sgt. Homer Lee Hodges, son of Clyde Hodges 
of Ventura, California, was born on April 30, 1920, 
at Mayfield, Arkansas. He completed his education 
at Fayetteville High School and was engaged in 
cafe work until entering military service with the 
National Guard on December 30 1940. Sent to Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, for basic training, he became a 
firing battery chief and was assigned to the 36th 
Infantry Division, on arriving in North Africa in 
August 1943. Overseas a total of more than 25 
months, he saw action in the Rome-Arno, and 
Naples-Foggia campaigns in Italy and then took 
part in the Southern France, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns in France and Germany. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle 
Stars, Bronze Star Medal, Unit Citation and Good 
Conduct Medal, he spent four months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany and was honorably 
discharged on October 8, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. His wife is Loraine Hodges. 


5.—S/Sgt. Charles W. Dodd, son of Bernice and 
Charley P. Dodd, was born in Elkins, Arkansas. 
After graduating from Fayetteville High School, 
he was employed as salesman for Nutrena Mills, Inc., 
Kansas City, Kansas. Entering the armed forces 
October 28, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, and qualified as expert with the rifle 
and sub-machine gun. Attached to Btry. D., 55th 
C.A.C., Sergeant Dodd departed for Hawaii April 
28, 1944, and participated in the Okinawa campaign. 
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ceived honor discharge March 12, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He lives in Fayetteville 
with his wife, Alma, and their children. 


6.—Ist/Sgt. Mack Dodd, son of Mrs. and Mrs. 
Charles P. Dodd, was born September 8, 1921, at 
Elkins, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Fayetteville Grade and High School, after 
which he worked with his father in the poultry 
business and as a commission merchant and gas- 
fitter. Enlisting in the 142nd Field Artillery Regi- 
ment January: 6, 1941, he received basic training at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and advanced training at Camp 
Bowie, Texas, with the 781st T. D. Co., and par- 
ticipated in the Louisiana maneuvres. By attending 
service school, he specialized as chief of section 
and qualified as truck driver, heavy, and recon- 
naissance noncommissioned officer. He served as 
an instructor at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, with the Armed 
Forces Testing Board, and Camp Cook, California, 
with the Cannon Co. of the 777th Infantry. Ser- 
geant Dodd departed October 1, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater, participating in the battle of Oki- 
nawa, where he was wounded in action. He was 
flown to Japan September 7, 1945, where he re- 
mained two months with the Army of Occupation. 
Sergeant Dodd qualified as expert with rifle and 
machine gun and was awarded the Purple Heart, 
Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, Pre-Pearl 
Harbor Ribbon, and American Defense Ribbon. Re- 
turning to the United States November 6, 1945, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Beale, California, 
November 10, 1945. 


7.—S/Sgt. William Harold Simons is the son of 
Earl F. and Pearl E. Simons of Springdale, Arkan- 
sas, where he was born. He attended the Springdale 
High School and was graduated from the University 
of Arkansas in 1939. He was employed by the 
Brown-Dunkin Department Store at Tulsa, Okla- 
roma, until entering military service on March 19, 
1941. Assigned to the Medical Department, he was 
sent to Camp Grant, Illinois, for basic training and 
later attended Clerical School at Camp Grant. Ar- 
riving in the European theater in August 1942, he 
served as a surgical technician with the 2759th 
Engineer Combat Battalion throughout the Algerian- 
Tunisian, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns. Overseas a total of al- 
most three years, Sergeant Simons was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
Meritorious Service Plaque with Star and the Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on 
July 29, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His 
wire is Dorothy Louise Simons. 


8. Pfc. Edker J. Harvey, son of Lunda and Martha 
Evelyn Harvey, was born at Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
on June 22, 1914. He completed his education at 
Midland and Fayetteville High Schools and was 
employed as a salesman for the Gateway Baking 
Company until entering military service on October 
28, 1944. He was sent to Ft. Bliss, Texas, for basic 
training and was later assigned to the Anti-aircraft 
Artillery as a gun crewman. He departed for Hawaii 
in June 1945, and spent nine months in the Pacific 
area, serving in Hawaii and on Guam. Holder of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Victory Ribbon, he also holds the Marks- 
man Medal for the rifle. Private Harvey was honor- 
ably discharged on January 6, 1946, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas. He lives in Fayetteville with his 
wife, Lora Irene, and their three children. 


9.—Pfe. Sterling Bookout, son of J. A. and Bell 
Bookout of Springdale, Arkansas, was born on 
August 16, 1914, at Johnson, Arkansas. He com- 
pleted his education in the Johnson schools and was 
engaged in farming until entering military service 
on April 13, 1944, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 
Sent to Camp Hood, Texas, he received basic in- 
fantry training and became a truck driver. Arriving 
in Europe in September 1944, he was assigned to 
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Januar 4, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He and his wife, Margie Mozell have two children. 


10.—M.A.M. 3/c Ray Marion Watson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James A. Watson of Springdale, Arkansas, 
was born on February 12, 1911, at Huntsville, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Springdale High School and 
was employed as a post office clerk until entering 
the Navy on May 12, 1944. Sent to the Naval Train- 
ing Station at Farragut, Idaho, for basic training, 
he became a mail clerk and was sent to the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations, where he served for 
a total of seven months, and took part in the first 
occupations of Japan. He was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged on November 
12, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, 
Clella, have three children. 


11.—Sget. James O. Parks, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
~ Walter Parks of Vale, Arkansas, was born on 
February 16, 1921, at Fayetteville. After completing 
his education at Fayetteville High School, he was 
employed as a cashier in a supermarket until enter- 
ing the Army on August 4, 1942. Sent to Camp 
Maxey, Texas, for basic training, he became a medi- 
cal technician and served almost two years at the 
Station Hospital, Camp Maxey. Arriving in Iceland 
in February 1944, Sergeant Parks remained there 
for more than 18 months. Holder of the Good Con- 
duct Medal, he was honorably discharged on Decem- 
ber 8, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


12.—S/Sgt. Hugh Frederick Riley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. August Riley of Fayetteville, was born at 
Combs, Arkansas, on November 1, 19238. After 
graduating from Fayetteville High School, he 
entered the University of Arkansas and was a student 
there when he entered the Army on February 1; 
1943. Assigned to the Medical Department, he served 
basic training at Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, and was 
sent to New Guinea in April 1944, with his unit, the 
534th Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment. Overseas 
more than 20 months, he participated in the New 
Guinea and Luzon campaign and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 
10, 1946. His wife is Betty Louise Riley. 


13.—Mailman 1/c Wallace Herman Riley, son of 
August and Gertrude Riley of Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
was born at Combs, Arkansas, November 21, 1912. 
Educated at the Elkins (Arkansas) High School, 
he was employed by the Railway Express Agency 
and the United States Post Office until entering 
the Navy on November 11, 1942. Trained at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, he specialized in postal work and 
was sent to the Pacific theater in February 1942. 
Overseas almost 30 months, he served successively 
on New Caledonia, Guadalcanal and Guam with the 
Seabees and saw action in the Marianas Islands 
campaign. Mailman Riley was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, November 7, 1945. His wife 
is Margaret Frances Riley. 


14.—T/5 Charles F. Kelley, Jr., son_of Charles F. 
and Anna Rebecca Kelley, born at Zine, Arkansas, 
on May 29, 1919. He attended the Lowell Schools 
and Rogers High School. He was employed as 
filling station, factory, and recreation parlor worker 
before entering the Army on June 8, 1942. Corporal 
Kelley was sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, for 
basic training and became a mail clerk. Sent to the 
European theater in February 1945, he served with 
the Infantry during the Central European campaign. 
Overseas for six months, he spent two months with 
the Army of Occupation. He was awarded the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, 


Marksman Medal. He was honorably discharged on 


American | Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Ribbon, and Expert’s Medal for the carbine. 
Corporal Kelley was honorably discharged on No- 
vember 21, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He and his 
wife, Rachel Jane, live in Springdale, Arkansas, with 
their child. 


15.—Pfe. Norman E. Ball, son of Willis and Mintie 
Ball, was born at Witter, Arkansas, on July 7, 1918. 
He completed his education in the Ball Creek 
Schools and was engaged in farming until entering 


- military service on October 1, 1942. After receiving 
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basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, he arrived 
in the Hawaiian Islands in July 1948, and was as- 
signed to the 33rd Infantry Division. Overseas 28 
months, he took part in the New Guinea and Southern 
Philippines campaigns and was awarded Combat 
Infantry Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Victory Ribbon. After serving two months with 
the Army of Occupation, he returned to this country 
and was honorably discharged on November 20, 
1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas. He lives in West Fork, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Avis, and their child. 


16.—Pfc. Marvin Wayne Anderson, son of Lucille 
Rae and Hubert Truman Anderson, was born October 
21, 1926, in Lowell, Arkansas. He attended Monitor 
Grade School and State Vocational High School at 
Huntsville, Arkansas. Entering the Infantry Febru- 
ary 1, 1945, he received basic training at Camp 
Maxey, Texas. Private Anderson served in the 
United States for six months before departing Au- 
gust 6, 1945, for the Philippines and Japan. Ac- 
cording to last information received, he was still 
in service with the Army of Occupation. His home 
is in Springdale, Arkansas. 


17.—Sgt. Noel Lansing Anderson is the son of Lu- 
cille R. and Hubert Truman Anderson of Springdale, 
Arkansas, Route 4. Born at Lowell, Arkansas, on 
September 14, 1926, he attended Huntsville High 
School and the Huntsville State Vocational School. 
Entering military service on July 21, 1943, he was 
assigned to the Ordnance Department and received 
basic training at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Aberdeen, Maryland. He became an artillery me- 
chanic and was sent to England in December 1943. 
Overseas more than two years, he served with the 
Ordnance and O.S.S. Detachments. Sergeant Ander- 
son was awarded the European Theater Ribbon and 
Good Conduct Medal. He served nine months with 
the Army of Occupation in Germany and was honor- 
ably discharged on March 3, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 


18.—Seaman 1/c Harold Sterling Sang, son of Mrs. 
Gladys Rebecca Sang and the late Harold Stewart 
Sang, was born December 26, 1925, in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Fayetteville Grade and High Schools. Entering the 
Navy March 10, 1944, he received boot training at 
Farragut, Idaho, and San Diego, California. After 
four months’ service, Seaman Sang was lost with the 
U.S.S. Quanautt, Victory ship. He is survived by 
his mother, who lives in Fayetteville. 


19.—Pfe. Marvin Leland Ferriel, son of Faner Lee 
Ferriel of Springdale, was born on October 12, 
1923, at Sonora, Arkansas. After completing his 
education at the Fishback and Sonora schools he 
was engaged in farming until entering military 
service. Sent to Miami Beach, Florida, for basic 
training, he later attended special schools in muni- 
tions at Harvard, Nebraska. Arriving in the Eu- 
ropean theater in March 1944, he saw 18 months 
of overseas service with the Army Air Corps and 
participated in the Southern France, Rome-Arno, 
North Apennines, Po Valley, Rhineland, Northern 
France and Balkan air campaigns. He holds the 
European Theater Ribbon with one Silver and two 
Bronze Battle Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Victory Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Medal. Private Ferriel was honorably dis- 
charged on November 19, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 
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1—Set. Jerome L. Brewster, son of Bowdinot and 
Henrietta Brewster, was born at Cane Hill, Arkansas, 
on August 20, 1916. He attended Cane’ Hill High 
School and the University of Arkansas, and was 
employed by the Columbia Films Corporation of 
Dallas, Texas, until entering the Army Air Corps 
on August 22, 1942. He received his basic training 
at Truax Field, Wisconsin, and became a specialist 
in radio work. Assigned to the 548th Night Fighter 
Squadron, he served two years in this country and 
then arrived in the South Pacific area. Overseas 
17 months, he took part in the Okinawa campaign 
and was present at the Japanese surrender on Ie 
Shima and Iwo Jima. He served five months with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan and holds the 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, Okinawa Campaign Pin, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Brewster 
was honorably discharged on January 2, 1946, at 
San Antonio, Texas. He lives in Fayetteville with 
his wife, Mary. 


2.—Pfe. Marien Douglas Norwood, son of Bessie 
Grace Sinclare Norwood and the late Justice Harry 
Norwood, was born August 19, 1916, in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. He attended Fayetteville Public Schools, 
afterwards being employed as express agent. Enter- 
ing the Marine Corps May 14, 1945, he received 
boot training at Parris Island, South Carolina, and 
Camp LeJeune, North Carolina. Private Norwood 
served more than a year in the United States and, 
according to last report received, was still in service 
at Camp Pendleton, California. He and his wife, 
the former Etta Mae Bennett, are the parents of 
one child. 


3.—M/Set. James Robert Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Smith, was born June 22, 1923, in Springdale, 
Arkansas. He attended Springdale Junior and 
Senior High School. Entering the Air Force August 
22, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, and attended Sioux Falls Radio School, 
South Dakota, and Harlingen Gunnery School, 
Texas, qualifying as radio operator mechanic gun- 
ner and receiving A.A.F. Air Crew Member’s Wings. 
Attached to the 390th Bomb. Group, 571st Bomb. 
Sqdn. H, Sergeant Smith departed July 15, 1943, 
for England, and remained overseas nearly two 
years, participating in the air offensive over Europe. 
He was shot down on October 8, 1943, over Emden, 
Germany. He was wounded and underwent surgery 
and hospitalization in a civilian hospital, later being 
removed to a prisoner of war hospital. He was 
held in P.O.W. camps Stalag Luft 6 in East Prussia, 
Stalag Luft 4 in northeast Germany, and Stalag 
Luft 1 in north-central Germany, until lhberated in 
May 1945, by the Russian forces. Sergeant Smith 
was awarded the Purple Heart, Air Medal with one 
Cluster, and Good Conduct Medal. After being 
honorably discharged October 22, 1945, at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, he returned to his home in Springdale, 
where he lives with his wife, Lelah Mae. 


4.—T/4 Garland Christian Brewster, son of Henrietta 
Brewster, was born on April 22, 1908, at Cane Hill, 
Arkansas. He completed his high school education 
at the University of Arkansas High School and at- 
tended the University for two years. He was 
employed as a bus mechanic prior to entering mili- 
tary service on May 10, 1948. After receiving basic 
Infantry training at Camp Roberts, California, he 
was transferred to the 57th Combat Engineers and 
arrived in New Caledonia in the South Pacifie in 
October, 1943. Overseas a total of almost two years, 
he participated in the Northern Solomons and South- 
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Medal. He was honorably discharged on ‘Novembe 
3, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and lives ins 
Fayetteville with his two children. i 

5.—Pfe. Elmer Mack Norwood is thal son of Beart ; 
Sinclaie Norwood and the late Justice Harry Nor- 
wood of Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he was born 
on May 30, 1924. Private Norwood entered military 
service on November 16, 1948, and served basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and Camp > 
Wolters, Texas. In August 1944, he was sent to the 
European theater and was assigned to the famous 
90th Infantry Division. He was captured by the 
Germans and spent seven months as a prisoner of. 
war in Germany. Overseas 11 months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Stars for the Rhineland and Central Europe cam- 
paigns, Combat Infantryman Badge, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged on December 
38, 1945, at Ft. Ord, California. His wife is the 
former Wanda Robinson. 


6.—T/5 Eugene Shelton, son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Riley Shelton, was born in 1920 at Parthenon, Ark- 
ansas. He received his education by attending 
Parthenon High School, after which he was engaged 
in farming and carpenter work. Entering the In- 
fantry December 30, 1941, he received basic training 
at Camp Callen, California, qualifying for welding. 
Attached to 411th Infantry, 103rd Division, he de- 
parted October 6, 1944, for France, and participated 
in the Rhineland and Ardennes campaigns. Corporal 
Shelton qualified as expert sharpshooter with the 
M-1 rifle and received the Good Conduct Medal 
and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon. Returning to the United States in May 1945, 
he was honorably discharged at Brooks Convalescent 
Hospital October 6, 1945, returning to Springdale, 
where he lives with his wife, Elva. 


7.—T/Sgt. Lee Roy Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Smith, was born July 11, 1920, in Collinsville, Okla- 
homa, moving to Arkansas in August 1920. He 
attended Springdale Junior and Senior High School 
and Fayetteville Business College. A member of 
the National Guard since October 11, 1939, he 
entered the Field Artillery January 6, 1941, and 
received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, quali- 
fying as personnel sergeant major. After serving 
for more than two years in the United States with 
the 142nd F.A., Regt. 936, F.A. Bn., Sergeant Smith 
departed August ile 1943, for North Africa, and 
remained overseas for more than two years. He 
participated in campaigns of Naples-Foggia, Rome- 
Arno, Northern Apennines, and Po Valley, and was 
attached to the artillery units that took part in the 
shelling of Casino. His unit was one of the first 
to enter Rome and also took part in the break- 
through on May 11, 1944, firing one of the most 
terrific barrages of the war. He spent three months 
with the Army of Occuaption and was awarded 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, and 
American Defense Service Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged October 8, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in 
Springdale, Arkansas. 


* 


peace 





ee 


PLATE 106 


[ 1039 ] 























8.—T/Sgt. U. McCluer Brewster, son of 
and Netta M. Brewster, was born 


1919, at Cane Hill, Arkansas. He atter 


Hill Schools and Fayetteville High School. Entering 


the Army Air Corps in February 1942, he was sent 
to Lowry Field, Colorado, for basic training, and 
later attended Turret Specialist’s Schools there. 
After three years in this country, Sergeant Brewster 
arrived in Manila, Philippine Islands, in January 
1945, and remained overseas for one year, serving 
in New Guinea, the Ryukyus Islands, and the Philip- 
pines. He also served five months with the Army 
of Occupation of Japan. Holder of the Good Conduet 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon a Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
on January 14, 1946, at San Antonio, Texas. He 
lives in Fayetteville with his wife, Jane. 


9.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c Carl E. Lichlyter, son of 
Arminta Bell and Marion Denton Lichlyter, was 
born November 18, 1906, in Springdale, Arkansas. 
He attended Springdale High School and University 
of Arkansas, afterwards being engaged as a car- 
penter. Entering the Navy January 5, 1944, he re- 
ceived boot training at Farragut, Idaho, qualifying 
in ship repair service. After serving for more than 
a year in the United States at Repair Base, San 
Diego, California, he departed April 15, 1945, for 
the Philippine Islands and remained overses for 
seven months. Mate Lichlyter was awarded Amer- 
ican Theater, Asiatic-Pacific, and Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbons and was honorably discharged February 
2, 1946, at Fayetteville, Arkansas. He lives in 
Springdale with his wife, Thelma, and their children. 


10.—Pfc. Charles Edward Norwood, son of Bessie 
Grace Sinclare Norwood and the late Justice Harry 
Norwood, was born May 2, 1926, in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. He attended Fayetteville Public Schools, 
afterwards being engaged as a butcher. Entering 
the Marines, 3rd Amphibious Corps, December 6, 
1944, he received boot training at Parris Island, 
South Carolina, and Camp LeJune, North Carolina. 
Private Norwood departed in April 1945, for Guam, 
and remained overseas for more than a year. Ac- 
cording to last report received he was still in service 
with the occupation forces in Tientsin, China. 


11.—T/5 Loren Carlton, son of Theo and Etta Carl- 
ton of Springdale, Arkansas, was born at Murray, 
Arkansas, December 3, 19138. He was educated in 
the Murray Schools and was engaged in farming 
until entering the military service on February 18, 
1948. After completing basic training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma, he was assigned to the Combat Engineers 
as a truck driver and machine gunner and was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific theater in July 1943, where 
he served more than 30 months with the 27th En- 
gineers. Corporal Carlton took part in the New 
Guinea, Southern Philippines and Luzon campaigns 
and is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and one Arrowhead, 
Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Star and the Victory Ribbon. After five 
months with the Army of Occupation of Japan, he 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on February 13, 1946. His wife is the former 
Meta Proctor. 


12.—Seaman 3/c James William Goheen, son of Mrs. 
Phila A. Goheen, was born January 3, 1927, in 
Springdale, Arkansas. He attended Monitor and 
Springdale High Schools. Entering the Navy De- 
cember 12, 1944, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and served for seven months in the 
United States before departing May 23, 1945, for 
Hawaii, Pearl] Harbor, Japan, and China. Overseas 
for seven months he was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Overseas Bar. 


13.—Cpl. Robert Roy Goheen, son of Mrs. Phila A. 
Goheen, was born November 3, 1914, in Pittsburg, 
Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1915. He attended 
Monitor School. Entering the Cavalry March 7, 
1945, he received basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, 
where he received Rifleman’s Medal. Departing 
August 11, 1945, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of 
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farming. Entering the Infant’ 
he received basic training at A 
and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, yi 

as mortarman and combat infantryman. Attache 
to the 382nd Infantry, he served for a year and 
months in the United States and departed July 
1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. 
He remained overseas for a year and four months, 
participating in campaigns of Ryukyus and Southern 
Philippine Islands, and was awarded Victory Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, two Bronze Service Stars, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars. After 
being honorably discharged December 27, 1945, at 


Camp Ad 


Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to Springdale, 


Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mary, and 
their child. 


15.—Pfe. Marvin P. Speegle was born May 18, 1922, 


and attended Hugo High School, Hugo, Oklahoma. ~ 


He entered the service October 18, 1942, received 
his basic training at 
was assigned to the 33rd Infantry Division. He was 
sent overseas to the Pacific theater and finally was 
stationed in Tokyo, Japan. (Complete details of 
Private Speegle’s service record were not fur- 
nished.) 


16.—S/Sgt. Stephen U. Morse, son of Grace Lee and 
Frank W. Morse, was born November 19, 1924, in 
Springdale, Arkansas. He attended Monitor Grade 
School and Huntsville State Vocational School. 
Entering the Army June 4, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp Roberts, California, where he 
received Expert Rifleman’s Medal. He departed 
February 6, 1944, for Australia, and remained over- 
seas for a year and 10 months, participating in New 
Guinea and Southern Philippines campaigns. Ser- 
geant Morse was wounded in action June 16, 1944, 
and was awarded Purple Heart, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, World War II Victory Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Bronze Service Stars and one Bronze Arrow- 
head, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged 
January 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he 
returned to his home in Springdale. 


17.—T/4 Edgar Wallace Morse, son of Grace Lee 
and Frank W. Morse, was born December 12, 1918, 
in Springdale, Arkansas. He attended Monitor 
School, afterwards being engaged as farmer and oil 
driller. Entering the Army November 4, 1944, he 
received basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas. He 
departed April 15, 1945, for Italy, and remained 
overseas more than a year, spending a year with 
the Army of Occupation. According to last report 
received, he was still in service. He and his wife, 
Lorene, have one child. : 


18.—Pfc. Roy W. Forester, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 
Smith of Fayetteville, Arkansas, was born on April 
23, 1922, at Roseland, Kansas, and moved with his 
parents to Arkansas in 1936. After completing his 
education at Fayetteville High School he was em- 
ployed by the Springfield Wagon Company until 
entering the Army on October 3, 1942. Sent to Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, for basic training, he was later 
assigned to the 123rd Infantry, 33rd Infantry Di- 
vision, and arrived in New Guinea in July 1948. 
Overseas more than 28 months, he saw action in 
the New Guinea campaign and on Luzon in the 
Philippines and was awarded the Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He also holds 
the Expert Infantry Badge and Sharpshooter’s 
Medal. Private Forester was honorably discharged 
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19.—Lt. Franklin Kennedy Deaver is the ‘son of 
James Franklin and Mary Kennedy Deaver of Spring- 
dale, Arkansas, where he was born on January 10, 
1918. He attended Springdale High School and the 
University of Arkansas and was assistant manager 
of the Pioneer Lumber Company at Springdale until 
entering the Naval Reserve on September 11, 1942. 
Lieutenant Deaver received his Naval training at the 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, and then at- 
tended the Submarine School at New London, Con- 
necticut. He became an engineering officer and 
served with the Asiatic Fleet Submarine Force. In 
July 1943, he was sent to the Southwest Pacific and 
took part in seven submarine war patrols and the 
Okinawa campaign. Overseas 30 months, he holds 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Thea- 
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1—Seaman 1/c Dewey A. McGaugh, son of Mrs. 
Mildred McGaugh, was born July 15, 1917, in Wald- 
ron, Arkansas. He attended Waldron High School 
and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being 
engaged as a teacher and cafe operator. Entering 
the Navy November 13, 1943, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Fire 
Controlman School. He qualified as disbursing store- 
keeper and served for nine months in the United 
States before departing in August 1944, for a year 
and two months of overseas duty. Seaman McGaugh 
participated in campaigns of Palau, Leyte, Mindoro, 
Subic and China Sea, Lingayen Gulf, and Okinawa. 
After being honorably discharged October 26, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Waldron, 
where he lives with his wife, Flo. 


2.—Cpl. Kenneth Fowler, son of Burge Fowler of 
Harrison, Arkansas, was born on March 4, 1923. 
He attended Eagle High School. Corporal Fowler 
entered military service on January 7, 1943. Com- 
pleting basic training at Ft. Warren, ‘Wyoming, he 
specialized in machinist’s work and was assigned to 
the Army Air Forces. After six months in the 
United States, he was sent to the China-Burma-India 
theater, where he served for 28 months. Corporal 
Fowler received the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon during his period of service, and 
was honorably discharged on November 3, 1945, at 
San Antonio, Texas. 


3.—S/Set. John Paul Hensley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Hensley of Springdale, was born on December 
27, 1918, at Healing Springs, Arkansas. He com- 
pleted his education at the Elm Springs High School 
and was employed as a cork fitter until entering 
the Air Corps on December 31, 1942. Sent to St. 
Petersburg, Florida, for basic training, he later 
attended Radio School and Gunnery School. A mem- 
ber of the 2nd Air Force for two years, he was 
sent to England in June 1944, and remained over- 
seas for more than nine months, taking part in the 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes and Rhine- 
land campaigns. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal 
and the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters, he 
was honorably discharged at Ft. McArthur, Cali- 
fornia, on August 19, 1945. 


4.—Sgt. Earl W. McGaugh, son of Mrs. Mildred Mc- 
Gaugh, was born June 5, 1920, in Waldron, Arkansas. 
He attended Waldron High School. Entering the 
Army September 30, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Palacios, Texas, qualifying as cook and as 
sharpshooter. Attached to the 229th A.A.A. Bn., he 
departed December 4, 1943, from San Francisco, 
California, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations. He remained overseas for two years and 
four months and participated in campaigns of Milne 
Bay, New Guinea, Dutch New Guinea, and Morotal. 
Sergeant McGaugh was awarded World War II Vic- 
tory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and one 


released from active service at New York City on 


February 19, 1946. His wife is the former Gayle 
Smith. 


20.—Ens. William Walden Deaver, son of Mrs. J. F. 
Deaver, was born November 6, 1922, in Springdale, 
Arkansas. He attended Springdale Grade and High 
Schools and the University of Arkansas. Entering — 
the Naval Air Force September 2, 1944, he received 
boot training at Memphis, Tennessee; advanced flight 
training at Pensacola, Florida; and pre-flight train- 
ing at St. Mary’s College, California, and Ottumwa, 
Iowa, qualifying as Navy pilot. Ensign Deaver 
served for more than a year and a half in the United 
States and was honorably discharged May 15, 1946, 
at New Orleans, Louisiana. His home is in Spring- 
dale, Arkansas. 
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Bronze Service Star. He was honorably discharged 
January 25, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and 
returned to Waldron, where he lives with his wife, 
Virgie. 

5.—Seaman 1/c Kendall Fowler is the son of Burge 
and Dora Fowler of Harrison, Arkansas. Born at 
Harrison on March 4, 1924, he attended the Harrison 
High School and was employed as a sheet metal 
worker until entering the Navy on October 16, 1943. 
Seaman Fowler served boot training at San Diego, 
California, and then became a ship’s cook. A veteran 
of two years and three months of Naval service, 
he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and Victory 
Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at the Naval 
Air Station, Memphis, Tennessee, on January 9, 1946. 


6.—Coxswain Charlie Adolph Hoffarth, son of Mrs. 
Amanda Cordelia Hoffarth, was born May 10, 1917, 
at Mont Ne, Arkansas, and received his education 
in the grade schools at Springdale. After employ- 
ment as a farmer and mechanic he enlisted in the 
Navy June 25, 1942. He took boot training at San 
Diego, California, qualifying in gunnery. After 
serving in the States 17 months he was sent to the 
South Pacific, where he saw service at Atue, Makin, 
Tarawa and Kwajalein. He received an honorable 
discharge at Memphis, Tennessee, October 9, 1945, 
and now resides at Lowell with his wife, Corliss 
Ann and their child. 


7.—Lt. Baxter W. Hensley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Hensley of Springdale, Arkansas, was born 
August 13, 1916. After receiving his education in 
the public schools, he volunteered for service July 
29, 1941, and was assigned to the Army Air Corps. 
He received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and advanced training at Chanute Field, 
Illinois. (No further information was received re- 
garding the military record of Lieutenant Hensley.) 


8.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Lendon C. McGaugh, son of Mrs. 
Mildred McGaugh, was born December 5, 1928, in 
Waldron, Arkansas. He attended Waldron School. 
Entering the Navy February 22, 19438, he received 
boot training at San Diego. He served for three 
months in the United States and for two years and 
10 months overseas, participating in four campaigns. 
After being honorably discharged April 9, 1946, at 
Norman, Oklahoma, he returned to his home in 
Waldron, Arkansas. 


9.—T/Sgt. Thomas Wesley Hall, son of Clyde Tru- 
man and Jennie Lou Hall of Fort Smith, was born 
at Deport, Texas, on December 31, 1920. He at- 
tended Deport High School and moved to Arkansas 
in 1937. Employed by the Southwestern newspaper 
at Fort Smith, he entered service on February l, 
1948, at Dallas, Texas. Sergeant Hall served basic 
training at Camp Swift, Texas, and was sent to 
England in October 1943, with his unit, the 146th 
Combat Engineers. Overseas 16 months, he took 
part in the D-Day invasion of France, and the Rhine- 
land campaign. Sergeant Hall was wounded on D- 
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born on August 3, 1918. He attended Harrison High 
School and was a service station operator until 
entering the Army on March 6, 1944. Corporal 
Fowler was assigned to the Engineers and was sent 


to Camp Abbott, Oregon, to serve basic training. 


Upon completion of basic training, he was sent to 
the Auto Mechanie’s School at the Atlanta Ordnance 
Depot, Atlanta, Georgia. He became a mechanic, 
and was later assigned to the 3008th Army Air 
Force Base Unit as a mechanic. Holder of the 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at 
Lowry Field, Colorado, on January 20, 1946. He and 
his wife, Alma Rene, have two children. 


11.—Mailman 1/c William Charles Capps, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Capps of Harrison, Arkansas, 
was born at Harrison on May 12, 1912. He attended 
Harrison High School and the University of Arkansas 
and worked in the Post Office in Harrison. He 
entered the Navy on November 1, 1942. After com- 
pleting boot training at the Naval Training Station, 
Norfolk, Virginia, he was assigned to the Naval 
Postal Service and served three years. He was 
honorably discharged on November 12, 1945, at 
Pee Florida. His wife is Dorothy Graham 
apps. 


12.—T/4 Paul A. Gosvener, son of Mary Palestine 
Gosvener of Fayetteville, was born on August 29, 
1921, at Hindsville, Arkansas, and attended the 
Calbough schools. Entering the military service on 
October 3, 1942, he was sent to Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, for basic training, and later attended 
Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, where he became a cook. 
Arriving in the European theater in January 1945, 
he served with the 355th Infantry, 89th Infantry 
Division throughout the latter European campaigns. 
Overseas more than six months, he was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal and French Fourragere. After 
two months with the Army of Occupation he was 
honorably discharged October 18, 1945, at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana. He and his wife, Minnie Mae, 
are the parents of two daughters. 


13.—T/5 Carlos M. Gosvener, son of Mary Palestine 
Gosvener, was born on April 25, 1908, at Hindsville, 
Arkansas. He attended the Colbaugh Schools and 
entered military service on February 8, 1941. Sent 
to Camp Robinson, Arkansas, for basic training, he 
later completed Cooks’ and Bakers’ School and 
became a cook. He arrived in the Aleutian Islands 
in August 1942, and took part in the Aleutian cam- 
paign as a member of Co. F, 134th Infantry. Over- 
seas more than 20 months, he was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, American Defense Service Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged on 
July 3, 1945, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. He and 
his wife, Gertrude, live in North Little Rock with 
their children. 


14.—T/5 Elmer L. Penny, son of Luther Lee Penny 
of Lowell, Arkansas, was born on November 6, 
1920, at Pasco, Washington, and moved with his 
parents to Arkansas in 1924. He was engaged in 
farming until entering military service on September 
12, 1942. Sent to Ft. Lewis, Washington, for basic 
training, he was assigned to the Ordnance Depart- 
ment and attended Sheet Metal and Ordnance Auto- 
motive Schools. After two and a half years in this 
country, he arrived in the European Theater of Oper- 
ations in February 1945, and remained overseas for 
almost seven months. Holder of the Victory Ribbon, 
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Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and 
Huropean Theater Ribbon, he was honorably dis- 


& 
sal 





oy ates : 
_ charged on January 31, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 


Arkansas. 


15.—Cpl. Allen L. Penny, son of Luther Lee and 
Gordie Pearl Penny was born May 10, 1923, at 
Neodesha, Kansas, moving to Arkansas in 1925. He © 
was educated in rural schools and at the Huntsville 
State Vocational School. Entering the Coast Ar- 
tillery June 3, 1948, he received basic training at 
Camp Haan, California, qualifying for A.A. gunner 
(crewman), and was attached to the 567th A.A.A. 
(A.W.) Bn., which left the States October 10, 1944, 
for the European theater. He saw service in the 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns for which he was awarded 
the Bronze Service Star and Good Conduct Medal. 
Corporal Penny was honorably discharged October 
16, 1945, returning to Lowell, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Christene. 


16.—Seaman 1/c John Henry Conner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar F. Conner, was born January 4, 1926, 
at Hill Top, Arkansas. He attended Grassy Springs 
Grade School; Capps (Arkansas) High School; and 
School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Missouri. 
Entering the Navy August 1, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Gunner’s Mate School, qualifying as gunner’s mate. 
Seaman Conner departed April 25, 1945, for the 
Pacific Theater of Operations and participated in 
the Borneo invasion at Balikpapan. According to 
last information received, he was still in service 
overseas. His home is in Capps, Arkansas. 


17.—Sgt. Oliver K. Conner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oscar F. Conner of Capps, Arkansas, was born at 
Capps on July 5, 1918. He attended the Capps 
Public Schools, then engaged in farming prior to 
entering the Armed Forces on August 12, 1942. 
Sergeant Conner received his basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and became an armorer 
in the Army Air Forces. After 27 months in the 
United States, he was sent to Hawaii. Overseas 10 
months and holder of the Expert Rifleman’s Medal 
and awards denoting his service in the respective 
campaigns in which he was engaged, he received an 
honorable discharge at Camp Fanning, Texas, on 
November 13, 1945. He lives in Capps with his wife, 
Hazel, and children. 


18.—Pfce. Kenneth Raymond Graham, son of Ger- 
trude Irma and Bruce Seaborn Graham, was born 
November 8, 1921, in Springdale, Arkansas. He 
attended Springdale High School, afterwards being 
engaged as a shipping clerk for the Welch Grape 
Juice Company. Entering the Marine Corps June 
14, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as machine gunner and in- 
fantry sharpshooter. Attached to the 5th Training 
Bn., he departed November 22, 1944, for the Pacific 
Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a 
year and a half. Private Graham participated in 
the campaign of Iwo Jima and spent seven months 
with the occupational forces. He was awarded Presi- 
dential and Navy Unit Citations. After being honor- 
ably discharged May 13, 1946, at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, he returned to Springdale, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Esther Irene and their child. 


19.—Cpl. Arden David Conner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oscar F. Conner was born March 5, 1921, at Capps, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Grassy Springs School at Capps and Crooked Creek 
High School at Harrison, after which he was em- 
ployed as farmer, cowpuncher, and logger. Entering 
the Army Air Force on June 6, 1942, he received 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and 
by attending Boeing School of Aeronautics at Oak- 
land, California, qualified for airplane mechanic and 
engineer. After serving in the United States for 
a year and a half, he departed for New Guinea on 
November 14, 1943, and participated in the New 
Guinea campaign. He qualified for sharpshooter with 
the carbine and rifle on May 15, 1943, and aerial 
engineer on January 8, 1945, and for meritorious 
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Photographer’s Mate 1/c Virgil Eugene Heath, son of Thelma 
and Joe H. Evans, was born in Arkansas. He attended Quitman 
High School and Hendrix College, where he studied art, and 
graduated in portrait, news, movie, and commercial photography 
from the New York Institute of Photography, New York City. 
Enlisting in the Navy February 10, 1942, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California, and attended Free Gunnery Train- 
ing School, qualifying as aerial photographer, gunner, and pistol 
expert. He received C.A.C. Wings January 30, 1948. Departing 
March 16, 1943, for the Solomon Islands, he remained overseas 
for 11 months, flying to Hawaii, Palmyra, Canton, Wallis, Fiji, 
Espirito, and Guadalcanal. His plane, a B-24, met enemy op- 
position on 43 flights, and he was awarded three Stars for Asiatic- 
Pacific campaigns and 14 combat mission Stars. Returning to the 
United States, he served as instructor at Jacksonville, Florida, 
and was honorably discharged September 12, 1945, at Jackson- 
ville. He lives in Quitman, Arkansas, with his wife, Deane. 





VIRGIL E. HEATH 








T/Sgt. Samuel Jackson Evans, son of Thelma and Joe H. Evans, 
was born October 12, 1922, in Quitman, Arkansas. He attended 
the Junior Agricultural College of Central Arkansas. Enlisting in 
the Army Air Corps November 10, 1942, he attended training 
schools at Keesler Field, Mississippi; Kingman, Arizona, and 
Burbank, California, qualifying in flight maintenance and as air 
crew member, gunner, carbine sharpshooter, and pistol marks- 
man. Sergeant Evans served in the United States for more than 
two years before departing September 17, 1944, for England. 
Overseas for eight and a half months, he participated in cam- 
paigns of Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe and was 
awarded the Air Medal, four Oak Leaf Clusters, and three Bronze 
Stars. He flew 30 operational missions in the European Theater 
of Operations as engineer on a B-17 lead crew with the 8th Air 
Force. After being honorably discharged October 12; 1945, at 
Seott Field, Illinois, he returned to his home in Quitman, Ark- 
ansas. 
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Ist Lt. Carl Franklin Baswell, son of Ruby E. and Ross R. Baswell, was 
born May 18, 1922, in Heber Springs, Arkansas. He attended Heber 
Springs High School and graduated in' 1942, from Arkansas Polytechnic 
College at Russellville, afterwards being employed at Maumelle Ordnance 
Works, West Marche, Arkansas. Entering the Corps of Engineers Sep- 
tember 14, 1942, at North Little Rock, he received basic training at Camp 
Callan, California, and attended Camp Davis, North Carolina, Automotive 
School and Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, Engineer School, qualifying as unit com- 
mander (Engineer construction), and rifle sharpshooter. Attached to the 
9th Armored Engineer Bn., he departed May 28, 1943, for Panama, and 
on August 26, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. Overseas for 
two years, Lieutenant Baswell participated in the campaigns of Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe, being wounded in action December 21, 
1944, in the Battle of the Bulge. He spent 10 months with the Army of 
Occupation and was awarded the Purple Heart Medal and Bronze Star 
Medal. He is remaining in service, attached to the 333rd Engr. 8.8. Regt. 


Ist Lt. Watson Walter Taylor, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Wat- — af See id a 


son Taylor, was born at Shirley, Arkansas, on July 19, 1918. He attended 
the Heber Springs Schools and was connected with several C.C.C. camps 
in the state from 1935 to 1941. Entering military service in June 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was then 
assigned to the Air Corps, training as a bombardier at Ellington Field 
and Big Springs, Texas. He was commissioned in August 19438, and pro- 
moted to first lieutenant in November 1944. After a year and a half in 
the United States with the 87th Bomb. Sqdn., Lieutenant Taylor departed 
for the Pacific area January 20, 1944. Overseas 18 months with the “Red 
Raiders”’ outfit, the 22nd Bomb. Group, he participated in the New Guinea, 
China, Western Pacific, Northern Solomons, Philippine, and Bismarck 
Holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, he was honorably discharged 
on December 20, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and lives with his ' seas 
wife, Lucille, and their daughter at Heber Springs. WATSON W. TAYLOR 


Archipelago campaigns. 





DALTON T. BUFFORD 


Pfe. Dorris Ray Bufford, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Joshua Bufford, 
was born at Five Mile, Arkansas, December 25, 1920, and attended the 
Friendship Grade School and Concord High School, after which he was 
employed as a grocery and delivery clerk. Entering the Army Air Corps 
August 19, 1942, he received basic training at Harlingen Army Air Field, 
Texas. Specializing as barber, and also qualified for the carbine Expert’s 
Medal. Attached to 415th Headquarters and Observation Sqdn., he was 
sent to Adak, Alaska, July 15, 1944, and after 15 months in the Aleutian 
theater, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific, Amer- 
ican Theater and Victory Ribbons. Private Bufford received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Chaffee November 9, 1945, returning to Heber Springs, 
where he lives with his wife, Ruth Marie, and their children. 





Pfc. Dalton T. Bufford, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Joshua Bufford, was 
born September 19, 1918, at Five Mile, Arkansas. He attended the Friend- 
ship Grade School. Entering the Infantry June 15, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama. He later attended Communication 
Service School, qualifying as a switchboard operator, and received Expert 
Medals for use of the .30 caliber carbine and .45 caliber pistol. Attached 
to 2nd Bn. Hq. 322nd Infantry, he was sent to the Hawaiian Islands June 
28, 1944, and saw service on Anguire Island. For service in the South 
Pacific theater, he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific, 
American Theater and Victory Ribbons, and Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 
After serving 17 months overseas, Private Bufford received an honorable 
discharge at Camp Chaffee November 20, 1945, and now resides at Drasco, 
Arkansas. He and his wife have one child. 
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Electrician’s Mate 1/c Paul Murray Pinkerton, son of Mrs. Ola Egan 
Pinkerton, was born at Gurdon, Arkansas, on November 18, 1915. He 
attended Kensett High School and the F.E.R.A. Commercial School at 
Kensett, Arkansas, prior to his enlistment in the Navy Seabees October 
6, 1942. Sent to Camp Bradford and Camp Peary, Virginia, for boot train- 
ing, he later received specialized training in telephone and power cable 
splicing, qualifying as electrician and maintenance man. In March 1948, 
he accompanied the 64th Battalion to Newfoundland, where he remained 
for nine months. Returning to the United States, he was sent to the 
Admiralty Islands in the South Pacific, October 23, 1944, and participated 
in the Philippine liberation campaign with Construction Bn. Maintenance 
Unit 609. He received Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Expert Rifleman’s Medal, and was honorably discharged at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on October 31, 1945. He lives at Hebert Springs, Arkansas, 
with his wife, Phoebe Jean, and their daughter. 





PAUL M. PINKERTON 


Storekeeper 3/c James Edwin Aldridge, son of Mrs. Betty Carr, was born 
May 2, 1924, in Shiloh, Arkansas. He attended Pleasant Ridge School 
‘and Mechanical Training School, afterwards being employed as a service 
station attendant. Entering the Navy March 27, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, qualifying as storekeeper. He departed 
June 12, 1944, for the Hawaiian Islands and remained overseas for a year 
and nine months, returning to the States March 1946. According to last 
information received, he was still in the service. His wife, Mildred, lives 
in Heber Springs. 





JAMES E. ALDRIDGE 


Quartermaster 2/c Rockie Angelo Paladino, son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Anthony Paladino, was born at Center Ridge, Arkansas, on August 19, 
1919. He attended St. Joseph’s School, Conway, and Conway High School, 
and later was employed by a drug company at Conway, Arkansas. Enter- 
ing military service in May 1944, he received basic Naval training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, and later attended the Fleet Radar School. After four 
months in the United States, he was sent to the Pacific, and during the 
14 months he was overseas, participated in the invasions of Leyte and 
Luzon Islands in the Philippines. He was honorably discharged on No- 
vember 24, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, and lives with his wife, Marise, 
and children at Heber Springs. 





ROCKIE A. PALADINO 


Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Don A. Heuer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert A. 
Heuer of Batesville, Arkansas, was born at Thayer, Missour1, on November 
4, 1924. He attended Batesville High School and Western Military Academy 
at Alton, Illinois, and entered the Navy on January 5, 1944. Upon com- 
pletion of boot training at San Diego, California, he attended the Diesel 
School at the University of Illinois, and the Ford Trade School at Dearborn, 
Michigan. In December 1944, he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
where he served aboard the LST 951 and the LCI 24. Overseas almost a 
year, he saw action at Okinawa and other islands of the Ryukyus group. 
Holder of the American Theater, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the 
Okinawa and Philippine Liberation Ribbons, he served three months with 
the Army of Occupation of Japan and, at last report received was serving 
aboard the LCI 24 in waters around New Orleans, Louisiana. 





DON A. HEUER 
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JAMES K. HOOVER. 


ist Lt. James Kenneth Hoover, son of Oscar Lee and Bertha Dora Hoover, 
was born January 4, 1919, at Batesville, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Sulphur Rock High School as valedictorian of his class and attended 
Arkansas College after which he was employed as bookkeeper. In March 
1940, he took a course in the Civil Pilot Training Program at the Casey 
Jones Flying Service, Ontario, Oregon, and Webb’s Flying Service, Boise 
Air Terminal, Boise, Idaho. He received his private license January 30, 
1941. In October 1941, he resigned his position as bookkeeper for the Casey 
Jones Flying Service and enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force No- 
vember 11, 1941. He received his commission as pilot officer at Hagers- 
ville, Ontario, October 9, 1942. He arrived at Port of Embarkation, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, October 27, 1942, and reached England November 5, 1942, to 
be attached to the Royal Air Force. Lieutenant Hoover transferred to 
the U.S. 8th Air Force March 28, 19438, and was pilot of a B-24 Liberator 
bomber and a member of Ted’s Flying Circus.”’ He was sent to North 
Africa in June 1943, participated in the raid on the Ploesti oil refineries 
in Rumania August 1, 1943, and was reported missing in action on that 
date. His bomber had been damaged and, being unable to get back to 
base, was forced to land in Turkey where he was interned. Early in October 
1943, he made his escape and rejoined his unit. He made 54 missions 
over enemy territory and was killed in action November 13, 1943. He was 
posthumously awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and Purple Heart. 
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Lt. (j.g.) Tommy Nicholas Evans is the son of Carrye Mae 
Evans of Batesville, Arkansas, where he was born on April 12, 
1922. He attended Batesville High School, Mars Hill College at 
Mars Hill, North Carolina; Duke University at Durham, North 
Carolina; Baylor University at Waco, Texas, and Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine where he received his M.D. de- 
gree, graduating on June 11, 1945. He had entered the Navy 
Medical Department on November 10, 1942, and completed his 
medical training under the Navy college program. Upon re- 
ceiving his degree he was discharged from the Navy so that he 
might complete his interneship at the University Hospital at 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. He automatically became active in the 
Navy Medical Corps on April 1, 1946, as a lieutenant, junior 
grade. His wife is the former Jessie Osment of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. 





TOMMY N. EVANS 








Ens. James Rufus Evans, Jr., son of Carrye Mae and James 
Rufus Evans, was born April 4, 1919, in Batesville, Arkansas. 
He attended Batesville High School; Mars Hill (North Carolina) 
College; Arkansas College at Batesville, and Baylor Law School 
at Waco, Texas. Entering the Naval Reserve July 2, 1941, as 
ensign A-V(N), he received training at Corpus Christi, Texas, 
and Jacksonville, Florida, specializing in instrument flying. En- 
sign Evans was killed in a plane crash February. 1SeelO45 ain 
line of duty as he was returning from a flight with a student 
in instrument flying. He was serving as instructor at Corpus 
Christi Air Base. He is survived by his parents, who live in 
Batesville. 





JAMES R. EVANS, JR. 
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ARTHUR R. CLEVELAND 


Squadron Leader Sidney Rudean Poynor, son of Elmer Roe and Mary 
Maggie Poynor was born at Newark, Arkansas, on February 29, 1924. 
After completing his education in Cord and Newark Public Schools, he 
engaged in farming until entering the Army June 17, 1943. He received 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and was awarded Expert 
Badges in the use of rifle and machine gun. Squadron Leader Poynor 
was accidentally killed while training for overseas combat with Company 
D, 82nd Infantry Training Bn., at Ft. Ord, California. He is survived by 
his parents, who live in Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. 





LOYD E. EMERY 


Pvt. Nelson Baxter Everett, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom B. Everett, was born 
at Newark, Arkansas, on September 17, 1918. He entered the Army in 
1941, receiving basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and was later 
attached to the Air Corps. He departed from the United States on De- 
cember 20, 1941, with his unit for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, where he 
served for over three years. He received the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, and American Defense Service Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Bushnell General Hospital, Utah, on December 
1, 1944. He and his wife, Maxine, live in Newark, Arkansas, with their 


child. 
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S/Sgt. Arthur Richard Cleveland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Ex 
land, was born at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas, on October 31, 191 
ceived his education by attending Sulphur Rock High School. Entei s 
the Army (Infantry) on August 12, 1941, he received basic training at 
Camp Wolters, Texas, and Ft. Benning, Georgia, later qualifying as chief 
radio operator. Attached to the 3rd Infantry, he departed for Newfound- _ 
land, landing on July 6, 1942, and served more than 14 months in that 
area. He received the Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, Expert Marksman’s Medal (rifle), and Sharp- 
shooter’s Medals (pistol and machine gun). Sergeant Cleveland was honor- 

ae discharged from the service on November 1, 1945, at Ft. Benning, 

eorgia. 








SIDNEY R. POYNOR 


T/4 Loyd E. Emery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey W. Emery of Olyphant, 
Arkansas, was born on October 16, 1918, in Jackson County. After re- 
ceiving his education in the rural schools, he was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army Air Forces on September 16, 1942. He received basic 
training at Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma, and later attended service schools | 
giving specialized instruction in auto mechanics, truck driving, line con- 
struction and maintenance, and chemical warfare. After 17 months in this 

country he accompanied the 397th Signal Co. (Aviation) to North Africa 

in March 1944, participating in the Naples, Rome and Rome-Arno cam- 

paigns. For meritorious service in these campaigns he was awarded the 

Good Conduct Medal, two Unit Citations, European-African-Middle Eastern 

Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, American Theater and World War 

II Victory Ribbons, Machine Gun Expert Medal, and Marksman’s Medals 

for M-1 rifle and carbine. After serving more than 20 months overseas, 

he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 

26, 1945. 
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_ T/Sgt. Thomas Milton Keeney, son of Benjamin Thomas and Constance 
Keeney, was born April 2, 1922, at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Magness High School, Magness, Arkansas, after which he was employed 
by the Morrison-Knudsen Construction Co. in the South Pacific Islands. 
Entering the Army Air Forces October 29, 1942, he received basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and by attending Airplane Mechanic’s and 
Gunnery Schools qualified for aircraft mechanic. He was sent to New 
Guinea October 17, 1943, where he served in the New Guinea, Northern 
Solomons, Bismarck Archipelago, and Western Pacific campaigns. Ser- 
geant Keeney received carbine sharpshooter and .45 caliber pistol sharp- 
shooter medals, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, and Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He was 
honorably ‘discharged at Camp Beale, California, September 6, 1945. He 
and his wife, Dorothy Vern, live in Batesville, Arkansas, with their child. 






THOMAS M. KEENEY 


Watertender 3/c James Odell Sherrill, son of Mrs. Mattie A. Fowler, was 
born June 18, 1922, at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. He received his education 

_ by attending Sulphur Rock High School and Magness High School. Enter- 
ing the Navy Reserve September 7, 1942, he received boot training at 
Corpus Christi, Texas. After training in the United States eight months, 
he served in the Asiatic-Pacific theater for over two years, including 
carrier strikes on Kavieng, Marshall Islands, New Guinea, Guam, Saipan, 
Truk, Yap, Palau, first Philippine sea battle, Okinawa, and Tokyo Straits. 
He was honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, November 5, 1945, 
and lives in Batesville, Arkansas. 


JAMES O. SHERRILL 


S/Segt. Kelly C. McLean, son of Mrs. Winnie Ella Akins, was born January 
19, 1921 at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Sulphur Rock High School, after which he was engaged in farming and 
general repair work. He entered the Army Air Forces October 3, 1942, 
receiving basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, later attending Service 
School at Keesler Field; Ford’s Factory, Michigan; and Aerial Gunnery 
School, Harlingen, Texas, and qualifying for airplane mechanic-gunner. 
After serving in the United States one year, Sergeant McLean was sent 
to England October 30, 1943, making 33 combat missions over enemy-held 
territory in Normandy, Northern France and Central Europe. He was 
awarded, for meritorious service, the Air Medal and three Oak Leaf Clus- 
ters, Distinguished Flying Cross, European Theater Ribbon and three 
Bronze Battle Stars, and Unit Citation. After serving overseas 10 months, 
he received an honorable discharge at Shreveport, Louisiana, October 
18, 1945. He lives in Batesville, Arkansas. 





KELLY C. McLEAN 


Capt. Guy C. Brannon, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Guy Brannon of 3101 
South eras: Fort Worth, Texas. Born at Little Rock on April 11, 
1921, he graduated from Little Rock High School and was employed by 
the Bell Telephone and Western Electric Company until entering the Signal 
Corps on May 30, 1942. Captain Brannon served basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri, and then attended Officer Candidate School aust. 
Monmouth, New Jersey. In March 1944, he was sent to the Pacific theater 
and served in Australia and the islands of the Pacific as a member of the 
730th Signal Reporting Special Detachment. Overseas two years, he par- 
ticipated in the New Guinea and Philippine campaigns and was then 
returned to this country. He was released from active service at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on May 5, 1946. His wife is the former Hattie Jo 


Magness. A Be 
GUY C. BRANNON, JR. 
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JAMES L. CRABTREE 


S/Sgt. Grover M. Hamilton, son of Joseph E. and Lydianne Clinkenbeard 
Hamilton, was born August 3, 1917, at Retta, Arkansas. He attended 
Retta Public School, after which he was engaged in farming. Enlisting in 
the Armored Infantry January 5, 1940, he received basic training at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying for instructor. After serving in the United States over three 
years, he departed in December 1943 for England. Sergeant Hamilton 
participated in two major battles in the Normandy invasion and was 
killed in action near Countnance, France, July 29, 1944. He was post- 
humously awarded two Battle Stars and the Purple Heart. He is survived 
by his parents, who live in Oil Trough, Arkansas. 


HOGAN SHELEY 


Set. Watson Blair, son of Frank P. and Julia D. Blair, was born at Sulphur 
Rock, Arkansas, on April 26, 1907. After completing his education in the 
schools of Sulphur Rock and Charlotte, Arkansas, he engaged in farming 
and mechanical work until his induction into the Army on April 30, 1942. 
He received basic training at Seattle, Washington, specializing in me- 
chanical service on trucks and tanks. Following Service Schools at Camp 
Davis, North Carolina, and Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he was attached to the 
396th Anti-Aircraft Bn. as a truck and tank mechanic. Sergeant Blair 
served over three years in the United States and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, Mechanic’s Medal, and badges for expert marksmanship 
with both rifle and sub-machine gun. He was honorably discharged on 
September 24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and lives in Magness, 


Arkansas. 





Coxswain James Leo Crabtree is the son of Kelly Monroe and Bessie L. ae» 
Crabtree of Oil Trough, Arkansas, where he was born on September 4, 
1924. He was educated in the Oil Trough schools and was engaged in 


farming until entering the Navy on July 14, 1943. He served boot training 
at San Diego, California, and then was sent to the Pacific theater in 
October 1943. Coxswain Crabtree saw two years of foreign service in the 
Pacific and took part in the fighting for Guam, Makin Island, the Philip- 
pines and Okinawa. He was returned to the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on February 2, 1946. He and his 
wife, Marie, have one child. 





GROVER M. HAMILTON 


Sgt. Hogan Sheley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bonner G. Sheley of Batesville, 
Arkansas, was born at Magness, Arkansas, on April 13, 1913. He attended 
Batesville High School and Arkansas College and entered the Army on 
May 29, 1943. Sergeant Sheley served his Combat Engineer basic training 
at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, and was sent to the European theater with 
his unit, the 165th Engineer Combat Battalion, in June, 1944. Overseas 
22 months, he served throughout the Northern France, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns and won the European Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, on March 7, 1946. He and his wife, the former Sarah Boykin, 
are the parents of one child. 





WATSON BLAIR 
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L. Pectol, was 
19, was € cated at Newark (Arkansas) High 

zaged in farmin _and carpentry work until entering 
1 Nov ember 27 , 1942. Upon completion of his basic training 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, he was later assigned to the 55th Armored En- 
_ gineers, 10th Armored Division, as a squad leader and bridge builder. 

Arriving in France with his unit on September 12, 1944, he took part in 
the heavy fighting in Northern France, Belgium, Luxembourg and Ger- 
many. Wounded twice, he was awarded the Order of the Purple Heart, 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars 
and Expert Medals for proficiency in the use of rifle, .50 caliber, light, 
medium and heavy guns. After eight and a half months of meritorious 
service overseas, he was returned to this country and sent to Brooke 
Convalescent Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, where 
—_ he was honorably discharged on August 8, 1945. He and his wife, Zelma 
FRED PECTOL have one child. : 


Rem 
® 











E.T.M. 3/c Morgan O. Moore, son of Mrs. Maude Irene Moore, was born 
October 8, 1922, in Magness, Arkansas. He entered the Navy November 
16, 1942, and received boot training at San Diego, California. After serving 
in the United States and overseas for three years, he was honorably dis- 
charged December 16, 1945, at Lido Beach, New York, and returned to 
his home in Little Rock, Arkansas. 





MORGAN O. MOORE 


T/5 Charles A. Duncan, son of Mrs. May Duncan, was born at Moorefield, 
Arkansas, January 15, 1915. He attended Batesville (Arkansas) High 
School and afterwards was employed by an oil well drilling company prior 
to entering the Army (Infantry) on February 25, 1941. Sent to Camp 
Bowie, Texas, for basic training, he qualified for duty as a tank mechanic 
and driver. A member of the 141st Infantry, he arrived overseas on April 
18, 1948, and fought on the Italian front throughout the Naples-Foggia 
campaigns and took part in the Southern France and Rhineland campaigns. 
He served successively with the 86th Division in Africa, 5th Army in Italy, 
7th Army in France and 8rd Army in Germany. He was awarded the 
theater ribbons with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, Distinguished 
Service Medal with Bronze Star, Good Conduct .Medal, Expert’s Award 
for proficiency with the M-1 rifle, and other decorations. He was honor- 
ably discharged from the service on July 21, 1945, at Camp Carson, 


Colorado. 





CHARLES A. DUNCAN 


Capt. Epharian Thomas Benton is the son of Mr. and Mrs. David Thomas 
Benton of Batesville, Arkansas. Born at Batesville on June 1, 1928, he 
received his education at Cotter High School, Cotter, Arkansas, and was 
a clerk for the Missouri Pacific Railroad before entering the Marine Air 
Corps on June 6, 1942. Captain Benton served boot training at Pensacola, 
Florida, and then attended Marine Flight Schools. He was commissioned 
as a pilot and has flown as a transport, dive-bomber and test pilot. In 
September 1943, he was sent to the Central Pacific theater and remained 
overseas for 14 months. Captain Benton saw action in the Marshall and 
Gilbert Islands campaigns and was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. 
He was returned to the United States and, according to last information 
received, was on duty as an advanced flight instructor. 





EPHARIAN T. BENTON 
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TILLMAN R. TATE 
LINDSEY L. TATE 


Sgt. Edgar Clarence Van Winkle is the son of- James Willard Van Winkle 
of Oil Trough, Arkansas, where he was born on November 19, 1913. He 
attended the Adylott Public School and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army on December 19, 1942. After completing basic training 
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, he was assigned to the 476th Ordnance Evacua- 
tion Company and was sent to North Africa in April 1943. Overseas more 
than 30 months, he saw action in the Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, North 
Apennines and Po Valley campaigns on the Italion front and was awarded 
the European Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal 
and the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
on November 18, 1945. His wife is the former Ruth Mae Wilson. 


BARNEY PEARSON 













December 24, 1915, at Sulphur Rock, Aree He mee Te 
by attending Sulphur Rock Public Schools, after which he was engaged a 
in farming. Entering the Army (Military Police Det.) August 13, "1942 ee | 
he received basic training at Brownwood, Texas, and later by attending hg 
Cooks’ and Bakers’ School qualified for cook. After serving 28 months in © 
the United States, he departed December 12, 1944, for the Aleutians, at- 
tached to 744 M.P. Battalion, and served in that theater for over a year. 
Sergeant Tate was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, and American Theater Ribbon. 
Returning to the United States January 4, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, January 9, 1946, and lives in Newark. 


Pfe. Lindsey Lavern Tate, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Richard Tate, was 
born August 1, 1914, at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Sulphur Rock Grade School, after which he was engaged in 
farming. Enlisting in the Army Artillery March 1, 1941, he received basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, 
qualifying for cook. After serving two and a half years in the United 
States, he departed July 17, 1943, for Italy, attached to 936th Field Artil- 
lery Bn. Private Tate saw action in the battles for Cassino and Rome and 
was killed in action July 22, 1944, near Rome. He was awarded Expert 
Rifleman and Machine Gunner’s Badges, Pre-Pearl Harbor, Good Conduct, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater, and European Theater Rib- 
bons with two Battle Stars, and the Purple Heart, posthumously. 





E. C. VAN WINKLE 


Pfc. Barney Pearson, son of Jim and Minnie Pearson, was born at Floral, 
Arkansas, January 27, 1914. He received his education by attending Floral 
Public Schools, after which he was engaged in farming. Entering the 
Field Artillery March 3, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and qualified as sharpshooter with rifle, pistol and heavy 
artillery. After serving over two years in the United States, he was sent 
to New Guinea March 30, 1944. He served in Dutch New Guinea, Leyte, 
Luzon, Mindoro, and Mindanao. Private Pearson was awarded World War 
II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
with three Bronze Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars. He was honorably discharged January 1, 1946, at Camp Chaffee. 
He lives in Rosebud, Arkansas, with his wife, Alma. 
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| Tasker - Ethel McGee and Dr. Thomas New- 
_ ton Rodmar ; born January 13, 1919, in Newark, Arkansas. He at- 
_ tended Batesville High School, Arkansas State Teachers College at Con- 
Pak and ‘University of Arkansas School of Medicine in Little Rock. 
_ Entering the Army Medical Corps January 5, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, and later received a course in general 
surgery at 2nd General Hospital, Nancy, France. Attached to the 379th 
Field Artillery Bn. of 102nd Infantry Division as battalion surgeon, Cap- 
tain Rodman served in the United States for 10 months before departing 
September 12, 1944, for Europe. Overseas a year and four months, he 
served in France, Holland, and Germany, going into combat in Holland 
and participating in the battle of the Siegfried Line and the battle between 
the Ruhr and Rhine Rivers. He was awarded two Campaign Stars, Bronze 
Star Medal, and European Theater of Operations Ribbon with two major 
a. Battle Stars. He was honorably discharged in May 1946. His wife, Geneva, 
TASKER N. RODMAN and their son live in Batesville, Arkansas. 










Capt. Raldon R. Wiles, son of Rey. and Mrs. Sydney A. Wiles, was born 
July 17, 1922, in Zion, Izard County, Arkansas. He attended Arkadelphia 
High School and Ouachita Baptist College at Arkadelphia. Entering the 
Army June 7, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Pexas 
and attended specialized training school at the University of Arkansas 
and Officer Candidate School at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He served in the 
United States for a year and a half with Armored Infantry Division and 
the 18th Tank Bn., also being stationed at Camp Polk, Louisiana, and 
departed January 1, 1945, for Europe. Overseas more than a year and a 
half, he participated in the battles of Ardennes, Rhine, and Germany with 
the 11th Armored Division, 3rd Army, under General Patton, and spent 
10 months with the Army of Occupation. Captain Wiles was awarded 
three Battle Stars, Citation, and Bronze Medal. He was placed on terminal 
leave July 11, 1946, and was to be released to inactive duty September 
5, 1946, at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. His home is in Batesville, Arkansas. 






RALDON R. WILES 


S/Sgt. Wayne M. Martin, son of Alfred and Lillian Martin, was born No- 
vember 9, 1921, at Correctionville, Iowa, moving to Arkansas in 1927. 
He received his education by attending Oil Trough, Pleasant Plains and 
Sulphur Rock Public Schools, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Enlisting in the Army Air Corps January 2, 1941, he received basic train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and attended Scott Field Radio 
School and Jackson Air Base School, qualifying as radio operator and 
mechanic. After training in the United States, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater January 31, 1942, and participated in the Solomon Islands 
campaign. Sergeant Martin received Air Crew Member Wings and quali- 
fied for sharpshooter with the carbine and as marksman with the pistol. 
He was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific, American Defense, and American 
Theater Ribbons and Good Conduct Medal, and was honorably discharged 
at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, October 10, 1945. He lives in Oil Trough, 
a os : Arkansas. 

WAYNE M. MARTIN 








Seaman 2/c Grover Lee Moss, son of Ira and Ruby Moss, was born at 
Newark, Arkansas, September 24, 1926. He received his education by 
attending Oil Trough Public Schools and entered the Navy January Heke 
1945, receiving boot training at San Diego, California, and qualifying for 
file clerk in personnel office. After serving almost 10 months, Seaman 
Moss was honorably discharged at Naval Hospital, Banning, California, 
November 9, 1945, returning to Oil Trough, where he lives with his wife, 


Wanda. 


GROVER L. MOSS 
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Pfc. Freeman Keith Mobley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Freeman Francis Mob- 
ley, was born April 12, 1927, in Redfield, Arkansas. He attended Bates- 
ville High School, Western Military Academy, Baylor University, and 
Arkansas College. Entering the Army Specialized Training Program in 
July 1944, he received basic training at North Camp Hood, Texas. Attached 
to Tank Destroyers, Private Mobley served for a year and a half in the 
United States before departing December 11, 1945, for Marburg, Germany, 
with the Army of Occupation. According to last report received, he was 
still in service. His home is in Batesville, Arkansas. 









FREEMAN K. MOBLEY 


Pvt. James Lawrence Grammer, son of Mrs. Katherine Butler Grammer, 
was born September 20, 1926, in Batesville, Arkansas. He attended Bates- 
ville High School. Entering the Army January 25, 1945, he received basic 
training at North Camp Hood, Texas, qualifying as tank destroyer driver. 
He departed October 17, 1945, for Honshu, Japan, and remained overseas 
for a month and a half. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
and was honorably discharged December 6, 1945, at Otsu Honshu, Japan. 
Private Grammer reenlisted in the Regular Army December 6, 1945, and 
according to last report received, was still in the service in Manila, Philip- 
pine Islands. 





JAMES L. GRAMMER 


Set. William C. Grammer, son of Katherine Butler Grammer of Batesville, 
was born in that city on September 28, 1924. He attended Batesville 
High School and Arkansas College at Batesville before enlisting in the 
Army on November 9, 1942. Assigned to the 78th Infantry Division, he 
received basic training with that unit at Camp Butner, North Carolina, 
and became a machine gunner. Arriving in North Africa with his unit 
in January 1944, he took part in the Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns, as well as the fighting on the Anzio 
beachhead in Italy. Overseas 19 months and wounded at the Siegfried 
Line in Germany, he was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star Medal, 
Soldier’s Medal and the Good Conduct Medal. He was also awarded the 
Combat Infantryman Badge and is classed as expert with the rifle. Ser- 
geant Grammer was honorably discharged on October 27, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. 


WILLIAM C. GRAMMER 


Flight Officer Thomas Price Powell, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Powell, was 
born December 20, 1920, in Melbourne, Arkansas. He attended Batesville 
High School, Arkansas College at Batesville, Starnes Flying School at 
Conway, and Stover Flying School at Hot Springs, Arkansas. Entering the 
Air Corps as a member of the E.R.C. in June 1942, he served as flight 
instructor in the Air Corps and as A.T.C. pilot. He attended C.LS. at 
Randolph Field, Texas, and Two-Engine Schools at Reno, Nevada, and 
Palm Springs, California, qualifying as service pilot. Flight Officer 
Powell served overseas for seven months on ferry trips to Alaska and 
Africa. After being honorably discharged February 26, 1946, at San 
Antonio, Texas, he returned to Batesville, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Florence, and their son. 





THOMAS P. POWELL 
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Lt. William Howard Halsell, son of Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Halsell, was born 
at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on December 7, 1914. He is a graduate of 
Ouachita College and was personnel director of the National Youth Admin- 
istration at Camden, Arkansas, and director of student activities at Oua- 
chita College before entering the Navy on July 3, 1942. He received boot 
training at Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, and later at- 
tended the Defense School at Boston, Massachusetts and Sub-Chaser 
School at Miami, Florida. After 18 months’ service in the United States, 
he was sent with his unit to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on November 7, 19438, 
and served there for two years. Among his decorations for military 
service were the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and other awards. Lieu- 
tenant Halsell was returned to the United States and placed on inactive 
duty December 27, 1945, at San Francisco, California. His wife is Charlene 
Jordon Halsell. 





WILLIAM H. HALSELL 


Set. Gordon Wayne Eoff, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clint Eoff, was born August 
23, 1918, in Bellefonte, Arkansas. He graduated from Bellefonte High 
School and attended Arkansas State Teachers College. Entering the In- 
fantry January 5, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as combat infantryman. Sergeant Eoff departed April 
21, 1942, for Australia, and remained overseas two and a half years, par- 
ticipating in the battle of Buna, first battle fought in New Guinea, and in 
campaigns of Atipa and the Drinamour River, New Guinea. He served in 
combat with I. & R. of 127th Inf., 32nd Div, and with 1861st Service Unit, 
Camp Robinson. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross May 
1945, at Camp Robinson for the rescue of a wounded companion in the 
battle of Buna, and was also awarded Infantry Combat Badge, Good Con- 
duct Medal, three Battle Stars, and Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon. His 
picture, taken while participating in the battle of New Guinea, appeared 
in Life Magazine and on the cover of Infantry Journal. After being honor- 
ably discharged August 20, 1945, he returned to Clinton, Arkansas. GORDON W. EOFF 









Capt. Fraser Stephens, son of Mr. and Mrs. Amicus Lee Stephens of Clin- 
ton, Arkansas, was born February 10, 1917, at Dennard, Arkansas. He 
completed his education at the Clinton schools and University of Arkansas, 
and’ was employed as a surveyor for the Soil Conservation Service until 
entering military service on December 8, 1941. Sent to Sheppard Field, 
Texas, for basic training, he became a member of the Army Air Corps. 
Captain Stephens was then selected to attend Officer Candidate School, 
Quartermaster Corps, at Camp Lee, Virginia, and was commissioned there. 
Arriving in Australia in August 1943, he saw more than 20 months of 
foreign duty and took part in the New Guinea and Philippine campaigns. 
He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon and three Battle Stars for his three campaigns. On November 2, 1945, 
Captain Stephens sailed for Brisbane, Australia, to marry Miss Margaret 
Jeffery of that city. They will make their home in this country. He was 
placed on inactive duty December 6, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
FRASER STEPHENS 


1st Lt. Wilburn Kincannon is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Kincannon 
of Scotland, Arkansas, where he was born April 6, 1913. He graduated 
from Arkansas State Teachers College and Mississippl State College and 
was engaged in school teaching and worked as a supervisor for the Farm 
Security Administration before entering military service on March 20, 
1942. He had first seen service with the National Guard in 1934. Sent 
to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and Spence Field, Georgia, for basic 
training, he later attended Officer Candidate School and was commissioned. 
After completing courses at the Information and Education School he was 
assigned to the A57th Anti-aircraft Battalion and arrived in the European 
theater in December 1943. Overseas almost two years, he took part in the 
invasion of France and the Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and 
Central Germany campaigns. Holder of the Bronze Star Medal, he was 
placed on inactive duty on February 18, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. His wife is Ouida R. Kineannon. 





WILBURN T. KINCANNON 
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JOHN H. WHITE 


Maj. John Howard White, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Paul White of Kensett, 
Arkansas, was born on May 25, 1916, at Morrisville, Missouri, and moved 
with his parents to Arkansas in 1918. He attended Kensett High School 
and Arkansas State College and later went to the University of Arkansas. 
Completing his education, he was employed as a teacher in White County 
and at Lanesburg, Arkansas, until he resigned his position to enter the 
Army Air Corps as an aviation cadet in August 1941. Major White com- 
pleted his training and was commissioned as a pilot at Luke Field, Arizona, 
in April 1942. He was almost immediately sent to England, arriving there 
in June 1942. In the air combat over Europe he flew a British Spitfire 
fighter plane in an American squadron and was classed as an ace after 
shooting down five German planes. Overseas a total of 16 months, he took 
part in the raid on Dieppe on the coast of France, and the invasions of 
North Africa and Sicily. Holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal with 13 Oak Leaf Clusters and the European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, he was returned to this country 
in September 1943, and for the next two years served as the squadron 
commander in training units of Army Air fields in Tennessee, Texas, 
Kansas and New Mexico. He also had charge of training several units 
from Brazil and Mexico. Major White was accidentally killed on October 
5, 1945, at Amarillo, Texas, when another plane crashed into the C-45 
which he had just landed. This brave officer is survived by his wife, 
Maude Shaver White. 
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ic ampaigns. — He was awarded the Asiatic- 
ic Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the 
Conduct Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 





with two Stars and the Victory Ribbon, and was 
honorably discharged at Treasure Island, California, 


November 10, 1945. His wife is Helen Marlar. 


2.—T/5 James G. Marlar, son of Mary M. Mc- 
Junkins of Fitzhugh, Arkansas, was born at Magness, 
Arkansas, February 13, 1922. He was educated at 
the Magness and Newark High Schools and was a 
farmer until entering the Army on September 19, 
1942. Assigned to the Field Artillery, he served 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, and 
became a truck driver and radio operator. In March, 
1944, he was sent with his unit, the 77th Infaptry 
Division, to the South Pacific area. Corporal Marlar 
remained overseas for more than20 months, and 
participated in the Guam, Leyte and Okinawa cam- 
paigns. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with three Battle Stars and ‘one Arrowhead, 
the Good Conduct. Medal, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon and Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on December 28, 1945. 
His wife is Thurma Mae Marlar. 


3.—Pfe. William Leonard Creswell, son of Mrs. 
Sallie A. Creswell, was born May 19, 1922, at Guion, 
Arkansas.” He attended Newark Grade and High 
School. Enlisting in the Field Artillery March 14, 
1941, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, qualify- 
ing for telephone field lineman. Departing from 
the United States August 21, 1943, for North Af- 
rica, he participated in the campaigns of Southern 
Italy, Anzio-Nettuno beachhead, Southern France, 
Germany, Rhineland, and Central Europe. Private 
Creswell was awarded four Bronze Stars and Com- 
bat Infantryman’s Badge, in addition to other deco- 
rations. After serving one month with the Army 
of Occupation, he was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, June 27, 1945. He lives in Newark, 
Arkansas. 


4.—Boatswain’s Mate 2/c Ralph Butler Carpenter, 
son of Adler and Winnie Carpenter, was born at 
Newark, Arkansas. He attended Newark and Mag- 
ness Public Schools after which he was engaged 
in farming. Entering the Navy December 15, 1942, 
he received boot training at San Diego, and after- 
wards attended Radio School. After training in the 
United States, he departed November 22, 1943, 
aboard a landing craft, for the Asiatic-Pacific thea- 
ter. Mate Carpenter served two years in operations 
off the Marshall Islands, Saipan, Guam, Philippines, 
Asia Islands, and Iwo Jima. Returning to the 
United States December 3, 1945, he received an 
honorable discharge at Nashville, Tennessee, De- 
cember 11, 1945, returning to Newark, where he 
lives with his wife, Betty. 


5.—S/Segt. Royal D. Gennings, son of George and 
Minnie Gennings of Batesville, was born December 
3, 1918, at Sulphur Rock, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending Sulphur Rock Public 
Schools, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Entering the Army Quartermaster Corps June 17, 
1942, he received basic training at Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia, later attending Laundry School and Me- 
chanics’ School where he qualified for laundry fore- 
man and truck driver. He departed September 18, 
1942, for the Aleutian Islands where he served for 
over two years. He qualified for rifle marksman 
July 20, 1942, and carbine marksman October 2A 
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6—Seaman Lindsey G. Walker, son of Lee Walker 


of Batesville, Arkansas, was born October 2, 1908. 
He attended Magness Public Schools and is a gradu- 
ate of Newark High School. He taught school in 
Arkansas for 14 years. He was inducted into the 
Navy April 19, 1944, and received basic training at 
San Diego, California. From there he was trans- 
ferred to San Francisco, California, and served as a 
mail clerk. He and his wife have two children. No 
sea details were furnished regarding his service 
record. 


7.—S/Set. Nen Freeman, son of Mary and John Ed- 
ward Freeman of Mangum, Oklahoma, was born on 
January 21, 1918, at Yellville, Arkansas. After 
completing his education at Yellville, he was em- 
ployed by the B&B Bridge Department, Missouri 
Pacific Railroad until entering military service on 
October 20, 1942. Upon completion of basic training 
at Camp Polk, Louisiana, he became a member of 
the 56th Armored Engineers, 11th Armored Division, 
and arrived with his unit in England in October 
1944. Overseas a total of more than 14 months, he 
participated in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, Meritorious 
Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, Presidential 
Unit Citation and American Theater Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged on January 17,1946, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His wife is Cora M. 
Freeman. 


8.—T/4 James H. Edlin, son of Cora and Chester 
Edlin, was born October 25, 1914, in Newark, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Newark High School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Army July 
10, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Robin- 
son, Arkansas, qualifying as auto mechanic and 
receiving Driver’s and Mechanic’s Badges. He served 
for nearly a year in the United States and departed 
March 3, 1948, for the European-A frican-Middle 
Eastern Theater of Operations, remaining overseas 
for more than three years. He participated in 
campaigns of Tunisia, Rome-Arno, and Northern 
Apennies and was awarded one Service Stripe, six 
Overseas Service Bars, European-A frican-Middle 
Eastern Campaign Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, Victory Ribbon, and Occupation 
Ribbon, having served with the Army of Occupation 
in Germany. After being honorably discharged June 
9, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he retrned to 
Newark, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Ada Andreoni whom he married overseas. 


9,—Coxswain Robert G. Troy, son of Jim and Maude 
Troy, was born at Magness, Arkansas, August: 17, 
1918. He received his education by attending Mag- 
ness Public School. Entering the Navy on May 23, 
1944, he received boot training at Naval Training 
Distribution Center, Camp Wallace, Texas. He was 
sent to the South Pacific area on August 17, 1944, 
and participated in_the Philippine Island and Oki- 
nawa campaigns. For meritorious service, he was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Ribbon with four Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, and World War II Victory Ribbon. After serving 
in the Asiatic-Pacific theater for 18 months, he 
received an honorable discharge at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, on December 27, 1945. He and his wife, 
Hazel, live in Magness with their child. 


10.—S/Set. J. Dale Maris, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Maris, was born at Higden, Arkansas, April 3, 1917. 
Graduating from Oil Trough (Arkansas) High 
School, he was employed as a carpenter prior to 
the time he entered the Army Air Corps on July 
10, 1942. After completing basic training he quali- 
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11.—Cpl. Emmitt J. Morrow was born at Rosie, Ark- 





-_ ansas, July 30, 1921. He attended the Wilburn (Ark- 


ansas ) Public Schools, and was engaged in farming 
and timber work until entering the Army on Sep- 
tember 10, 1942. He received basic training at Camp 
Hulen, Texas, where he qualified as cook, truck 
driver, and supply clerk. After 18 months’ service 
in the United States, he was sent to the European 
theater, attached to the 537th A.A.A. (AW) Bn., 
Hq. Batry., and participated in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central 
European campaigns with General Patton’s 3rd 
Army. Corporal Morrow was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal for meritorious service. He was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, on October 23, 1945. He and his wife, Billie 
Jean, live in Oil Trough, Arkansas, with their child. 


12.—Segt. Clyde E. Hines is the son of Thursey Ann 
Hines of Newark Arkansas, where he was born on 
April 15, 1913. Entering the Army Air Corps on 
April 15, 1942, he was sent to Sheppard Field, Texas, 
for basic training and later completed courses at 
the Airplane Electrical Mechanic’s School. After 
three years in this country during which he served 
with the 4th Depot Repair Sqdn., he was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater in September 1945, and 
remained overseas for more than four months. 
Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the 
Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 6, 1946. 


13.—T/4 Sherrod Max Hines, son of Mrs. Thursey 
Ann Hines, was born at Newark, Arkansas, on No- 
vember 6, 1918, and after receiving his education 
at Newark High School, was engaged in farming 
prior to his enlistment in the Infantry on August 
13, 1941. He received basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Texas, later qualifying as a cook. Attached to the 
172nd Infantry, 43rd Division, he departed from 
the United States on October 6, 1942, for the South- 
west Pacific and saw service in the Northern 
Solomons, New Guinea, and Luzon campaigns. For 
meritorious service he was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and Infantry- 
man’s Combat Badge. After almost three years in 
this theater, he returned to the United States on 
July 24, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on July 31, 1945. He and 
his wife, Patricia Gloria, are the parents of one child. 


14.—T/4 Julian E. Baker, son of Mrs. Jane Baker, 
was born March 19, 1915, in Sharp County. After 
completing his education, he was engaged in farm- 
ing until entering the Infantry November 19, 1942. 
He received basic training at Camp Howze, Texas, 
and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School at Camp 
Livingston, Louisiana. After training over 22 months 
attached to Co. H, 334th Infantry, 84th Division, 
he departed November 19, 1944, for England, and 
participated in the campaigns of Rhineland, Ar- 
dennes, and Central Europe. He was awarded. the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon, World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon and Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. After serving eight months with the 
Army of Occupation, he was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, January 25, 1946. 


15.—T/4 Ransom G. Baker, son of Mrs. Jane Baker, 
was born November 1, 1919, in Sharp County, Ark- 


‘Roberts 


Europe. Sergeant “Maris 


















7 
PA Sel OS 


ra eg tN v 4 5 

¢ his education he was en- 
entering the Field Artillery 
‘arc _ Receiving basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, he qualified for cook. After 
aining in the United States almost two years, he 
departed for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, landing in 
Sydney, Australia, November 19, 19438. He saw 
service on Luzon, Philippine Islands, and on New 
Guinea, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and the Good 
Conduct Medal. After serving 21 months overseas 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Oc- 
tober 5, 1945. 


16.—T/4 John Vernon Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cunard Hughes, was born at Newark, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Newark High 
School and entered the Armored Force November 
19, 1942, receiving basic training at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, where he qualified for message center 
clerk. After serving over seven months in the 
United States, he was sent to North Africa June 
18, 1948, participating in Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, 
North Apennines, and Po Valley campaigns. He was 
wounded in action April 15, 1944, and among other 
decorations, was awarded the Purple Heart and four 
Bronze Stars. After spending over three months 
with the Army of Occupation, he returned to the 
United States October 15, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged October 22, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks. 
He lives in Newark. 


17.—T/4 Verl Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cunard 
Hughes, was born September 14, 1919, at Newark, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Newark High School, after which he was employed 
as general clerk for W. A. Bechtel Construction 
Co. Entering the Army Medical Corps July 10, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas, 
and by attending Clerks’ School qualified for clerk, 
general. After serving in the United States 15 
months, he was sent to the Aleutians, attached to 
the Medical Corps, where he served for over two 
years. He was awarded the American Theater and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons and the Good Con- 
duct Medal. Returning to the States on December 
5, 1944, he received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana, November 15, 1945. 


18.—Cpl. John Clifferd James, son of Mrs. Flora 
Elender James, was born at Newark, Arkansas, on 
February 22, 1912. He received his education by 
attending the Paroquet Rural School, after which 
he was engaged in farming. He entered the Army 
Air Force on April 15, 1942, receiving basic training 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and qualifying for auto- 
motive mechanic. He departed from the United 
States November 14, 1943, and arrived in North 
Africa November 20, 1948, serving in the European- 
African-Middle Eastern theater for almost two 
years. He received the Good Conduct Medal, Euro- 
pean-A frican-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, and 
American Defense Service Ribbon. Corporal James 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on October 30, 1945. 


19.—T/5 Glenn Eugene James, son of Mrs. Flora 
Elender James, was_born December 27, 1923, at 
Newark, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Paroquet White School, afterwards being 
engaged in farming. Entering the Infantry on May 
19, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, specializing as cook. Attached to Com- 
pany G, 43rd Division, he departed from the United 
States December 10, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater, participating in New Guinea and Luzon 
campaigns, and also serving three months with the 
Army of Occupation. He received first class Gun- 
ner’s Medal for use of the 37 MM anti-tank gun, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, Distinguished Unit Badge, and Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge. Honorably discharged at Tama- 
hata airfield, Japan, November 16, 1945, he re- 
enlisted for an additional 18 months. 
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1.—1st/Sgt. Lonnie L. Busby, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Allie M. Busby, was born at Newport, Arkansas, 
on November 23, 1914. He received his education by 
attending the Newport Public Schools and after- 
wards engaged in farming. He entered the Army 
in 1936, receiving basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, 
and served six years in the Cavalry and two years 
in the Infantry. On April 6, 1944, he sailed with 
his unit for Wales and during the 16 months he 
was overseas participated in the Normandy, North- 
ern France, Belgium, and Germany campaigns. He 
was once wounded in action and for meritorious 
service was awarded the Purple Heart, Good Con- 
duct Medal, European Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Stars, Bronze Star Medal, and Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. Sergeant Busby was honorably dis- 
charged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri,.on June 
12, 1945. He and his wife, Fannie Mae, live in 
Olyphant, Arkansas, with their child. 


2.—T/Sgt. Cloice M. Burrell, son of Claude Spurgeon 
and Lula May Burrell, was born November 22, 1920, 
at Grubbs, Arkansas. He attended Bradford, Ark- 
ansas, High School; Arkansas College, Batesville; 
and Jackson School of Business, Chillicothe, Mis- 
souri. Entering the Army Medical Corps August 
14, 1942, he received basic training at Ft. Rodman, 
Massachusetts, later attending Adjutant General’s 
School, Ft. Washington, Maryland, where he quali- 
fied for administrative noncommissioned officer. 
After training with the 67th, 108th, and 130th 
Evacuation Hospitals, he departed from the United 
States December 9, 1944, for the European Theater 
of Operations and served in the Rhineland and 
Central European campaigns. He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, 
and American Theater and Victory Ribbons. Ser- 
geant Burrell spent almost three months with the 
Army of Occupation, after which he returned to 
the United States August 6, 1945, and was honorably 
discharged November 21, 1945, at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina. 


3.—Pfe. Lorn Alfred Mitchum, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Mitchum, was born at Halstead, Kansas, on 
March 29, 1909, moving to Arkansas in 1916. Having 
secured a high school education, he was engaged in 
farming prior to entering the Army on October 23, 
1940, with his National Guard unit. He received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, later qualified as 
supply clerk, and during his three and a half years 
of military service was attached at various times 
to the 153rd Infantry, 63rd Infantry and 6th Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Troop. He departed from the United 
States on September 20, 1943, for the Southwest 
Pacific Theater and served in that area for two 
years, participating in the Luzon and New Guinea 
campaigns. He received for meritorious service the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
American Defense Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and an Expert Marksman’s Medal (rifle). 
Private Mitchum received an honorable discharge 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on September 22, 1945. 
He and his wife, Liddie, are the parents of one child. 


4.—Chief Petty Officer Dean Archie Lewallen, son 
of Mrs. Lucy Lewallen, was born at Cord, Arkansas, 
on January 27, 1919. He graduated from Newark 
High School and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Navy on February 11, 1941. He received 
basic training at Norfolk, Virginia, and later at- 
tended Machinist’s School at Jacksonville, - Florida, 
qualifying in aircraft repair and maintenance. 
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Arkansas, on August 8, 1945. 


6.—T/Sgt. Kenneth R. Hogan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. W. Hogan, was born October 7, 1921, at Magness, 
Arkansas. He attended Magness Public Schools and 
afterwards assisted with farm work at home. Enter- 
ing the Infantry October 23, 1942, he received basic 
training at Honolulu, Hawaii. He participated in 
three battles in the Philippines and one on New 
Britain Island and spent 45 days with the Army of 
Occupation in Korea. Returning to the United 
States November 16, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, November 29, 1945. He 
lives in Batesville, Arkansas. 


7.—Seaman Robert Fred Batson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. W. Batson, of Magness, Arkansas, was born 
February 16, 1926. He was educated in Magness 
Public Schools and was farming prior to entering 
the service. He volunteered for the United States 
Navy February 10, 1944. No further details were 
pene regarding the service record of Seaman 
atson. 


8.—Seaman John W. Batson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Batson of Magness, Arkansas, was_ born 
October 14, 1922. He attended the Magness Public 
Schools and was in the C.C.C. three months. He 
volunteered for the Navy September 23, 1942, and 
was sent to San Diego, California, for boot training. 
He and his wife, Montine, have one child. No other 
details were furnished regarding Seaman Batson’s 
service record. 


9.—Seaman E. G. Batson, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. 
Batson of Magness, Arkansas, was born May 18, 
1918. He received his education in the Magness 
Public Schools and was in the C.C.C. and farmed 
prior to entering the service. Seaman Batson 
entered the Navy February 26, 1944, and received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. He was then 
transferred to Perry, Virginia, and then to Norfolk, 
Virginia. He and his wife, Lorene, have one child. 
No further information was furnished regarding his 
service record. 


10.—Set. Leon C. Gillun, son of Mr. and Mrs. Obed 
Gillun of Olyphant, Arkansas, was born January 
20, 1923, in Arkansas. He attended Oil Trough 
Schools, entered the C.C.C. for six months, and 
worked with the U. S. Engineers at Newport, Ark- 
ansas. Volunteering for service in the Army Air 
Corps October 9, 1943, he received basic training 
at Greenville, Texas, and Sheppard Field, Texas, 
finishing at Tyndall Field, Florida. He qualified 
as second mechanic and tail gunner on a B-24 and 
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his parents. : 


11.—Pfc. Oscar R. Gillun, son of Obed and Ollie 
Gillun was born on August 27, 1909, at Elna, Ark- 
ansas. He attended the Olyphant schools and was 
engaged in farming until entering the military ser- 
vice on March 4, 1942. Assigned to the Field Ar- 
tillery, he served basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and then was attached to the 736th Field 
Artillery Battalion. In June 1944, he was sent with 
his unit to England and later saw action in four 
of the hard-fought European campaigns. He is 
holder of the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars. Overseas 16 months, he served two 
months with the Army of Occupation of Germany 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, on October 18, 1945. He and his 
wife, Onita, have three children. 


12.—Pfe. Guy C. Hancock, son of Mrs. Mary Burgess 
Hancock, was born December 23, 1919. He attended 
Surrounded Hill School in Jackson County. Entering 
the Army October 2, 1942, he received basic training 
at Amarillo, Texas, specializing in medical duties. 
Attached to the Air Corps, he served in the United 
States for two years and overseas for more than 
a year, participating. in Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Private Hancock was wounded 
in action and spent three months with the Army 
of Occupation. He was awarded Air Corps Medal, 
Infantryman’s Combat Badge, and Medic’s Badge. 
After being honorably discharged January 23, 1945, 
a Camp Chaffee, he returned to Olyphant, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Bertha, and their child. 


13.—Coxswain Raymon Herman Hancock, son of Mrs. 
Mary Burgess Hancock of Fair Oaks, was_ born 
January 22, 1924, in Melbourne, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Surrounded Hill School, afterwards being 
engaged as truck driver and farmer. Entering the 
Navy October 16, 1943, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California. He departed January 1, 1944, 
for Guadalcanal, and remained overseas more than 
two years, participating in Philippine and Asiatic- 
Pacific campaigns. After being honorably discharged 
December 19, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to Olyphant, Arkansas. 


14.—Seaman 1/e Junior Williard Pigg is the son of 
Junior Williard Pigg of Olyphant, Arkansas. He 
attended the Bridge School in Jackson County and 
entered the Naval service on March 16, 1944. Sea- 
man Pigg served Navy boot training at Camp Peary, 
Virginia, and then was sent to the Southwest Paci- 
fic theater. He served in New Guinea and other 
areas of the Pacific theater and was overseas 15 
months. Returning to the United States, he was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee. He 
and his wife, the former Mabel Hancock, are the 
parents of three children. 


15.—Pfe. Herbert Curk Anderson, son of Mattie Ann 
and John Edgar Anderson, was born at Newark, 
Arkansas, May 15, 1917. Receiving his education 
in rural grade schools, he was engaged in farming 
until entering the Infantry on December 3, 1941. 
He received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
and Ft. Benning, Georgia. After serving in the 
United States for almost a year, he landed with his 
unit in French Morocco in October 1942. Private 
Anderson participated in the campaigns of North 
Africa, Sicily, and Normandy and was killed in 
action on August 4, 1944. He was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, Pre-Pear] Harbor Ribbon, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars, European Theater Ribbon, and Purple 
Heart, posthumously. He is survived by his parents, 
who live at Batesville, Arkansas. 

16.—Pfe. Walter M. Phillips, son of Hugh Von 
Phillips and Elma Phillips was born at Newark, 
Arkansas, on December 23, 1918. He received his 
education by attending rural grade schools, after 
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17.—Ship’s Cook 2/c Vernie 1 
Mattie Ann and John Edgar Anderson, was b 
at Newark, Arkansas, on December 28) 1924. —, 
received his education by attending rural grade 


entering the Navy. He received boot training at 
North Island, San Diego, California, and by: at- = 
tending Navy Air Tech. Cooking School, qualified — 
for duty as a ship’s cook. He was sent to New 
Zealand July 3, 1943, and served in the invasion of 
New Guinea, Java, Morotai, and the Philippine 
Islands, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with three Battle Stars. He was honor- 
ably discharged at the Naval Personnel Separation 
Center, Memphis, Tennessee, on November 10, 1945. . 
He lives in Batesville with his wife, Margie Aline. 


18.—Sgt. Leonard M. Langston, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Langston of Route 3, Batesville, Arkansas, 
was born at Moorefield, Arkansas, on October 22, 
1921, received his education in the Magness (Arkan- 
sas) Public Schools and afterwards engaged in 
farming. Entering the Army Signal Corps on Sep- 
tember 4 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Wheeler, Georgia, later qualifying as a driver of 
light trucks. He departed for the European theater 
on June 24, 19438, and was engaged for almost 29 
months on that wide front, participating in the 
Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, Northern France 
and Central European campaigns. Sergeant Lang- 
ston was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
one Silver Star, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal and a Marksmanship Medal 
(carbine), and was honorable discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 21, 1945. 


19.—Sgt. Neal Pipkins, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Neal Pipkins, Sr., was born at Newark, Arkansas, 
on September 13, 1921. He received his education 
by attending the Newark Public Schools after which 
he was engaged in farming prior to entering the 
Army on September 24, 1942. Following basic train- 
ing at Camp Roberts, California, he qualified for 
motor transportation driver and departed from the 
United States with his unit on June 21, 1943, for 
the South Pacific theater. For almost 30 months he 
served in that area, engaging in the Bismarck 
Archipelago, Luzon, and Southern Philippine cam- 
paigns. For meritorious service Sergeant Pipkins 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with four Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 27, 1945. He lives 
in Batesville, Arkansas. 


20.—Pfc. T. M. Pipkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Pipkins of Route 3, Batesville, Arkansas, was born 
at Newark, Arkansas, on August 28, 1919, and 
received his education by attending the Magness 
and Newark (Arkansas) Public Schools. Entering 
the Coast Artillery on June 24 1941, he received 
basic training at Camp Callan, California, later 
qualifying as a driver of light trucks. Private Pip- 
kins departed with his unit from the United States 
on October 11, 1941, for the Aleutian Islands, and 
later was sent to North Africa, where he saw service 
in the Northern Apennines and Po Valley cam- 
paigns. Among his meritorious awards are the 
American Defense Service Ribbon, European-Afri- 
can-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. He received an 
honorable discharge from service at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, on October 9, 1945. 
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men led for meritorious service. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 1, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
- nessee, he returned to his home in Sulphur Rock. 


2.—Capt. Lando T. McSpadden, son of Lando L. and 
Bessie Hull McSpadden, was born at Mt. Pleasant, 
Arkansas, February 15, 1921. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Batesville High School and 
_ Arkansas State Teachers College, entering the Army 
Air Corps September 21, 1942. Receiving pre-flight 
training at Selman Field, Monroe, Louisiana, and 
attending Pan-American Navigation School at Miami, 
Florida, he received his commission _as second lieu- 
tenant, navigator June 5, 1943. He was sent to 
Port Moresby, New Guinea, arriving August 8, 1948, 
and saw action over New Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Neatherlands East Indies, and the Philippines. For 
meritorious services Captain McSpadden was awarded 
the Air Medal and four Oak Leaf Clusters, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
four Bronze Stars, and Distinguished Unit Badge 
with one Cluster. According to last report received, 
he was still in the service. His wife is the former 
Mary Madeline Wools. 


3.—Pyt. Shoffner Bennett is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. V. Bennett of Oil Trough, Arkansas, where 
he was born on December 6, 1918. He attended 
school there and was engaged in farming before 
entering the service on June 6, 1942. He completed 
basic training at Camp Grant, Illinois, and was as- 
signed to the Medical Detachment of the 180th 
Infantry, 45th Infantry Division. Arriving in North 
Africa on June 21, 1943, he took part in the Sicilian 
campaign and was severely wounded by an exploding 
shell on July 25, 1943, in Sicily, and was returned 
to this country for hospitalization. Holder of the 
Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal and European 
Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, he was honor- 
ably discharged on February 19, 1945, at the Army 
and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Sophia, have one child. 


4.—Pvt. Vernon V. Bennett, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
V. Bennett, was born at Oil Trough, Arkansas, on 
March 24, 1914, received his education in the Oil 
Trough schools and was engaged in farming prior 
to entering military service on June 25, 1941. He 
was assigned to the Medical Corps and received his 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California. A 
veteran of four and a half years of military service, 
Private Bennett served as an ambulance driver with 
the Medical Detachment, 1962nd Service Command 
Unit. He was awarded the American Theater Rib- 
bon and other decorations, and was honorably dis- 
charged from service on September 19, 1945, at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


5.—Platoon Sgt. Coy Preston Satterwhite is the son 
of Elizabeth and Moses Satterwhite of Newark, 
Arkansas. Born December 5, 1923, he attended 
Newark High School and was engaged in farming 
until entering the Marine Corps on November 2, 
1943. Sergeant Satterwhite served his boot training 
at San Diego, California, and then attended Scout 
and Sniper School. In March 1944, he was sent to 
the South Pacific area and landed at Guadalcanal. 
Overseas more than 15 months, he saw action at 
Guam and also took part in the taking of Okinawa. 
Sergeant Satterwhite was wounded on Okinawa in 
May 1945, and was returned to the United States. 


~ Attached to the 4th N.C.B., 


[ 1065 J 


>urple Heart and the Navy 
is onorably discharged at Memphis, 
essee, on April 26, 1946. His wife is Jimmie 


6—Seaman 1/c James Daniel Satterwhite, son of 
Elizabeth and Moses Satterwhite, was born August 
27, 1925, in Newark, Arkansas. He attended Newark 
High School, afterwards being engaged as a farmer. 
Entering the Navy December 15, 19438, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California. Seaman 
Satterwhite departed March 27, 1944, for New Cale- 
donia and served overseas for nearly two years, 
participating in campaigns of Guam, Philippines, 
Morotai, and Borneo. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 9, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to Newark, where he lives with his 
wife, Etta Mae, and their child. 





7.—Seaman 1/c Billy Gene Dugger is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Claude Dugger of Newark, Arkansas, where 
he was born on January 7, 1925. He attended the 
Charlotte, Arkansas, Schools, and was engaged in 
farming until entering the Navy on December 15, 
1942. He completed boot training at San Diego, 
California, and after 13 months’ service in the 
United States, was sent to the South Pacific area, 
arriving there in June 1943. Overseas 22 months, 
he participated in the Bougainville (Solomon Is- 
lands) ; Guam (Marianas Islands); Leyte (Philip- 
pine Islands), and Okinawa campaigns. His decora- 
tions include the theater ribbons denoting his cam- 
paigns. He returned to this country in May 1945, 
and was honorably discharged on November 13, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He is the husband 
of Lucy Christine Dugger. 


8.—Pfc. Doyne R. Dugger is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude Dugger of Newark, Arkansas, and was 
born at Newark on January 24, 1919. He attended 
the Charlotte (Arkansas) Schools, and was employed 
as a truck driver and carpenter prior to his entrance 
into the Field Artillery on April 20, 1944. He re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and later 
transferred to the Armored Infantry, being stationed 
at Camp Maxey, Texas. On December 10, 1944, he 
sailed for LeHavre, France, and as a member of the 
125th Infantry, served on the European front for 
more than 10 months, participating in the Battle of 
the Bulge and the Rhineland, Central Europe, Arden- 
nes and European-African-Middle Eastern cam- 
paigns. Among his awards were theater ribbons 
with battle stars denoting his engagements, Good 
Conduct Medal, a Sharpshooter’s Medal (.30 caliber 
M-1 rifle), and a Marksman’s Medal (.30 caliber 
carbine). Private Dugger was honorably discharged 
from service on October 18, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. He and his wife, Monrie, are the 
parents of three children. 


9.—Storekeeper 3/c Jesse O. Cavenar, son of Mrs. 
S. E. Cavenar, was born in Arkansas. He attended 
Batesville High School, afterwards being employed 
at Barnett Bros. Department Store. Entering the 
Navy March 15, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California. After serving for three 
months in the Provost Marshal’s Office at Naval 
Training Station, San Diego, he departed September 
11, 1944, for Guam, where he served for a year 
in the disbursing office. Returning to the United 
States January 18, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged January 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He lives in Batesville, Arkansas, with his wife, 
Helen, and their son. 


10.—Cpl. Leycester Bruce, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed- 
ward E. Bruce of Oil Trough, Arkansas, was born 
on February 14, 1917, at Oil Trough, completed his 
education there and was engaged in farming before 
entering the Coast Artillery on July 15, 1941. Fol- 
lowing basic training at Ft. Eustis, Virginia, he 
qualified for duty as a weather observer. After 
more than three years of service in the United 
States with the 23rd Coast Artillery, he was sent 
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, then engaged in farm- 
tering military service on November 9, 
as assigned to the Field Artillery and 
t Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. He was at- 
to the Artillery of the 29th Division and 
\ in England in September 1942. With his 
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unit, he took part in the invasion of Europe on 


June 6, 1944, and served faithfully with his unit 


until he was killed in action at the battle of St. Lo 
in France on July 23, 1944. He was posthumously 


awarded the Purple Heart. 


-42.—Seaman 1/c John James Osborne, son of John 


Pinson and Ella Grace Osborne, was born March 
10, 1922, at Thida, Arkansas. He graduated from 
the Oil Trough High School, afterwards being 
employed as store salesman. Entering the Navy 
September 19, 1942, he received boot training at 
Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, 
qualifying for pharmacist’s mate. After completing 
his training, he served in convoy duty between the 
United States and Europe for five trips, and in the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater where he participated in the 
Okinawa campaign. He was recommended for cita- 
tion for saving the lives of his shipmates and 
rendering care to the wounded while under fire. 
Seaman Osborne was honorably discharged at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, November 2, 1945. He lives in 
Thida, Arkansas. 


13.—Pfc. Paul Cletice Osborne, son of John Pinson 
and Grace Ella Osborne, was born at Oil Trough, 
Arkansas, on June 24, 1912. He received his educa- 
tion in the Thida Public Schools, after which he was 
employed as a carpenter. He entered the Army 
Medical Corps on April 15, 1942, receiving basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and qualify- 
ing for ward duties and as operator of air com- 
pressors. He departed from the United States with 


his unit on July 8, 1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific 


theater and served 38 months overseas, participating 
in the Okinawa campaign. Private Osborne was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal and Marksman’s 
Medal (carbine), and was honorably discharged on 
November 15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


14._Pfc. Bert A. Geries, son of Mrs. Marandia 
Geries, was born April 18, 1916, in DeValls Bluff, 
Arkansas. He attended Idlewild School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Signal 
Corps February 2, 19438, he received basic training 
at St. Petersburg, Florida, and attended Service 
School at Camp Crowder, Missouri, qualifying as 
telephone lineman. Private Geries served for eight 
months in the United States with the 883rd Signal 
Company and departed October 8, 1943, for England. 
He remained overseas for more than two years and 
was honorably discharged December 26, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He lives in DeValls 


Bluff with his wife, Ruby Lee, and their child. 


15.—Seaman 1/c Robert Leo Geries, son of Mrs. 
Marandia Geries, was born April 20, 1921, in DeValls 
Bluff, Arkansas. He attended Idlewild School, after- 
wards being engaged in the timber industry. Enter- 
ing the Navy April 12, 1941, he received boot train- 
ing at San Diego, California. He served in the 


_ 
= 
= 


[ 1067 ] 


gil Poskey, son of Verlia 
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17.—Fireman 1/c Elmer Leo Poskey, son of Verlia 
and Edward Poskey, was born December 22, 1920, 
in Newport, Arkansas. He attended Cord, Arkansas, 
School, afterwards being employed by Kings Mills 
Powder Plant, Lebanon, Ohio, and in construction 
work at Sharonville, Ohio. Entering the Navy Au- 
gust 20, 19438, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois. He departed April 15, 1944, for the 
South Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for more than two years, participating in 
campaigns of Guam, Saipan, and the Philippine Is- 
lands. After being honorably discharged May 19, 
1946, at Shoemaker, California, he returned to Cord, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Allene, and 
their child. 


18.—Set. Joseph E. Martin is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee M. Martin of Cord, Arkansas. Born at Cord 
on February 25, 1919, he attended Newark High 
School and was employed by Haddock Engineers, 
Ltd., at Pasadena, California, until he entered the 
Army on January 20, 1943. He served basic train- 
ing at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and in December 1944, 
he arrived with his unit, the 213th Anti-aircraft Ar- 
tillery Bn. in the Hawaiian Islands. He saw more 
than 13 months of overseas service in the Central 
Pacific theater and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon and Victory Ribbon. Returning to 
this country, he was honorably discharged at Ft. 
MacArthur, California, on February 11, 1946. 


19.—T/4 Lawson Henderson Martin, son of Grace 
Catherine and Lee Maleom Martin, was born on 
January 2, 1921, at Cord, Arkansas. He attended 
Cord High School and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Army on November 18, 1942. He re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, later 
attending Cooks’ and Bakers’ School where he quali- 
fied as a cook. He departed for Europe September 
12, 1944, and served with the 10th Armored Division 
through the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Eu- 
ropean campaigns. Overseas 13 months, he received 
the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon. He was honorably discharged on October 27, 
1945, at Ft. MacArthur, California, returning to 
Cord, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mary 
Louise, and their children. 


20.—Seaman 1/c Robert Lee Martin, son of Grace 
and Lee Martin, was born July 20, 1927, in Cord, 
Arkansas. He attended Cord High School. Enlisting 
in the Navy April 6, 1945, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and departed November 
2, 1945, for Manila. He remained overseas more than 
two months and returned to the United States, 
serving aboard the U.S.S. Latimer at Yorktown, 
Virginia. After being honorably discharged July 
26, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to 
his home in Cord, Arkansas. 


* bd he x ¥ a! oe an 
1.—Seaman 2/e Mo 
Mrs. Elmer Addison Lovell | 
was born on March 17, 1916, 
sas. He attended Batesville 
the manager of a grocery store 
the Navy on April 16, 1944. He co d his train 
ing at the Naval Training Station, San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and then was assigned as a storekeeper 
during the remainder of his 15 months in the service. 
He was honorably discharged on June 29, 1945, at 
Banning, California. He and his wife, Thelma Car- 
penter Lovell, are the parents of one child. 
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2.—Sgt. Tom Snelgrove, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
H. Snelgrove of Batesville, was born at Rosie, Ark- 
ansas, on April 26, 1921, and was educated in the 
Rosie and Oil Trough Schools. He followed farm- 
ing and carpentry until he was inducted into the 
Army on June 28, 1941, and sent to Camp Callan, 
San Diego, California, for basic training. After 
attending special radio school he was attached to 
a rocket Field Artillery battalion in a communica- 
tions capacity. He was stationed in the United 
States three and a half years, then sent to the 
Pacific theater, where he participated in the Ryukyus 
campaign. Sergeant Snelgrove was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
American Defense Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bon with one Bronze Star. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 
7, 1946, after three months with the Army of Occu- 
pation. Sergeant Snelgrove is the husband of Opal 
Snelgrove. 


3.—Pfe. Charles T .Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles W. Jones, was born at Cave City, Arkansas, 
July 14, 1918. He attended Batesville (Arkansas) 
High School and was employed as a salesman, cook 
and meat cutter before entering the Army on Feb- 
ruary 5, 1943. Completing his basic training at 
Camp McCain, Mississippi, he attended Mess Ser- 
geant’s School, Ft. Benning, Georgia, and qualified 
as a cook and mess sergeant. On April 25, 1944, he 
left with his unit, Hq. Co., 87th Division, for the 
European theater. He landed at Oran, Africa, later 
seeing action in the Rome-Arno, Southern France, 
Central Europe and Rhineland campaigns. Among 
his decorations are the Good Conduct Medal, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Bronze Arrowhead for the 
invasion of Southern France and Expert’s Award 
for proficiency in the use of the carbine. Private 
Jones was honorably discharged on October 19, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


4.—S/Set. Virgil Lewis Anderson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Jackson Anderson of Batesville, Ark- 
ansas, was born on August 30, 1924, at Bethesda, 
Arkansas. He attended Cushman High School and 
was employed in the Experiment Station at Bates- 
ville until entering the Army Air Corps on June 
18, 1948. Sent to Amarillo Field, Texas, for basic 
training, he later attended Airplane Mechanic’s 
School and became an aerial gunner. He completed 
his gunner training at Kingman, Arizona, and was 
then sent to the European theater in September 
1944. Overseas nine months, Sergeant Anderson 
saw action in the Rome-Arno, Po Valley, North 
Apennines, Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns 
and the aerial offensives in the Balkans and Eu- 
rope. Holder of the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf 
Clusters, European Theater Ribbon with seven Bat- 
tle Stars, and Good Conduct Medal, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, August 
23, 1945. He and his wife, Syble Victoria Anderson, 
have one child. 


5.—Pfe. James Flemings Huddleston, son of Thomas 
Calvin and Georgia Anne Huddleston of Route 2, 
Batesville, Arkansas, was born there on April 8, 
1911. He attended the Blue Creek High School and 
engaged in farming until entering military service 
on September 24, 1942. He was sent to Camp Hulen, 
Texas, and completed his Engineer basic training 
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He was honorably discharged at . 
Missouri, March 18, 1946. 
6.—T/4 Otis B. Brown, son of D 
late Mrs. Brown, was born July 











Newark and Batesville Public Schools, a 
he was employed as manager of a Kroger ret: ood © 
store. A former member of the National Guard, 


Od he 


entered the Army Signal Corps December 27, 1943, — eer 









receiving basic training at Camp Kohler, California, 
where he qualified for cook. After serving in the 
United States over 16 months, he was sent to the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater May 5, 1945, where he saw 
service in the Philippine Islands for over eight 
months. He was awarded World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and one 
Bronze Star, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star. He was honorable discharged at 
Camp Chaffee, January 26, 1946. He and his wife, 
Mona, live in Batesville with their children. 





7.—Pfe. Woodrow Marshall Thompson, son of Wil- 
liam Marion Thompson, was born at Batesville, 
Arkansas, on October 10, 1912. A graduate of Bates- 
ville High School, he was employed as a postal clerk 
at the Batesville Post Office for nine years prior to 
entering the Army on April 20, 1944. Qualified for 
military service by nine years in the Arkansas 
National Guard and basie training at Camp Hood, 
Texas, he was assigned to the 65th Infantry Division 
and arrived in France on January 22, 1945. During 
the famous drive through Germany in the closing 
part of the war this gallant soldier was killed in 
action while crossing the Saar River on March 12, 
1945. Among his decorations, Private Thompson 
received the European Theater Ribbon with Battle 
Stars denoting his engagements, and the Order 
of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumously). He 
es He Oke by his wife, Veda L. Thompson, and one 
child. 


8.—Storekeeper 1/c Fred Preston Kealer, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred P. Kealer, Sr., was born 
March 3, 1917, in Batesville, Arkansas. He attended 
Batesville Public Schools, afterwards being engaged 
as assistant lock and dam keeper, Lock and Dam 
No. 1, at Batesville. Entering the Navy March 15, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and attended Storekeepers’ School at Jack- 
sonville, Florida, qualifying as storekeeper. After 
serving in the United States for nearly two years, 
he was honorably discharged April 4, 1946, at San 
Diego. He returned to Batesville, Arkansas, where 
fe, Utes with his wife, Joe Catherine, and their 
child. 


9.—Pfc. Robert W. Hood, son of Lizzie W. and Rob- 
ert A. Hood, was born March 6, 1925, in Sidney, 
Arkansas. He graduated from Batesville High 
School May 31, 1943. Entering the Infantry July 
21, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Wolters, 
Teaxs, qualifying as security guard. He departed 
December 4, 1943, for England and remained over- 
seas for two years, serving in England, Scotland, 
France, Germany, and Belgium with Hq. Co., 12th 
Army Group, Special Troops, as security guard. 
Private Wood was awarded Good Conduct Medal and 
five Combat Stars. After being honorably discharged 
December 8, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 
he returned to his home in Batesville, Arkansas, and 
according to last report received, was a student at 
Arkansas College. 
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Conservation rps and was employe 
for the Standard Coffee Company ¢ 
the Army Air Corps on September 19 


9, 1942. tes Lae 
received basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, aS. 


and later attended schools in radio and control tower 
operation, Scott Field and Chanute Field, Illinois. 
He also attended Airfield Controller School at the 
R.A.F. Watch Field in England, where he was sent 
in December 1943. He qualified as a radio and 
control tower operator and as an airfield controller. 
Overseas 21 months he took part in the general air 
offensive of Europe, Normandy, Central Europe, 
Northern France, Ardennes and the Rhineland cam- 
paigns. His decorations for military service include 
the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
a Presidential Unit Citation with one Cluster, Good 
Conduct Medal and a Marksman’s Medal (pistol). 
After serving four months with the Army of Occu- 
pation, Sergeant Hood was returned to the United 
States and honorably discharged on September 26, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He and his 
ae Alice Sykes Hood, are the parents of one 
child. 


11.—Cpl. John Thomas Williams, son of Mrs. Lena 
McDonald, was born on January 14, 1922, at Sheridan, 
Arkansas. He completed his education in the Sheri- 
dan schools and was employed in the ice business 
before entering the Marines on October 9, 1942. 
Sent to San Diego, California, for boot training, 
he later attended Mechanic’s School and was as- 
signed to the Quartermaster Corps of the 3rd 
Marine Division. Arriving in the Pacific area in 
February 1943, he saw 32 months of foreign duty 
and took part in several battles in the South Pacific 
area, receiving the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, and 
other awards for meritorious service. He was honor- 
ably discharged from the service in October 1945, at 
San Diego. He and his wife, Pauline, are the 
parents of one child. 


12.—T/4 James Arwood McDougal, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew McDougal, was born on August 2, 
1921, at Bradford, Arkansas. He attended Oil 
Trough (Arkansas) High School and was engaged 
in farming prior to entering the Army on August 
14, 1942. He completed his basic training at Ft. 
Rodman, Massachusetts, and then attended the 
Medical Corps School at Walter Reed Hospital, 
Washington, D. C., and became a surgical technician. 
On November 27, 1943, he arrived in the European 
theater with his medical unit, and during the 
ensuing 24 months saw action in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns. Sergeant McDougal was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars and the Meritorious 
Service Unit Plaque. He was honorably discharged 
on November 25, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. He is the husband of Elizabeth McDougal. 


13.—Fireman 1/c Roy James (Jim Dick) Van Winkle, 
son of Mr .and Mrs. Roy Van Winkle, was born 
on July 20, 1925, at Macks, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Oil Trough (Arkansas) High School and 
entered the Navy on June 238, 1943. Completing 
boot training at San Diego, California, he attended 
the Fleet Service School at San Diego, and after 
six months in the United States, arrived in the 
South Pacific in December 1943, where he served 
for 23 months with the Amphibious Forces. He 
participated in the Philippine, Leyte and Lingayen 
Gulf campaigns, and was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. 
Fireman Van Winkle was honorable discharged from 
the service on December 14, 1945, at Shoemaker, 
California. 


14.—T/Sgt. Dan Frederick Hunter is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George O. Hunter of Batesville, Arkansas, 
where he was born on September 19, 1921. He 
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15.—2nd Lt. Jack Crumpton Hunter was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George O. Hunter of Batesville, Ar 
ansas, where he was born on February 2, 1945. 
attended Batesville High School, Northeast Louisiana 
State (Monroe) and Louisiana Polytechnic Institute = 
(Ruston), before entering the Army Air Corps on 
October 21, 1941. He received his flight training 
at Kelly Field, Victory Field, Ellington Field and 
Midland (Texas), and received his wings and com- * 
mission as bombardier and navigator in July 1942. 
He arrived in North Africa in March 1943, and 
served in the Tunisian campaign as a member of 
the 443rd Bomb Sqdn., 320th Bomb Group, 12th Air 
Force. This brave younng officer was killed in action 
in this campaign on May 12, 1948. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart, posthumously, as well as the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon 
and other decorations. 


16.—Mailmain 1/c Ben L. Gennings, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hugh Gennings of Batesville, Arkansas, was 
born at Marlowe, Oklahoma, on May 27, 1916, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1920. A 
graduate of Batesville High School, he was a postal 
clerk at the Batesville Post Office from 1934 until 
entering the Navy on March 15, 1944. Mailman 
Gennings was sent to San Diego, California, for 
boot training and in August 1944, he was sent to 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Overseas 17 months, he was 
engaged in postal work for the Navy. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on February 
9, 1946. He and his wife, Beryl, are the parents 
of two children. 


17.—Cpl. Cecil V. Millikin, son of the late Bruce 
Millikin, was born at Heber Springs, Arkansas, on 
September 26, 1907. He completed his education 
in the Jamestown and Desha (Arkansas) Schools, 
and was employed as a merchant and postmaster 
at Desha for eight years before entering the Army 
on April 21, 1944. He received basic training at 
Camp Robinson and later attended the Ordnance 
School at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Aberdeen, 
Maryland, qualifying as a combination welder. After 
serving one year in the United States, he was sent 
with his unit to Honolulu, Hawaii, June 16, 1945, 
and remained there for four months. Holder of the 
Asiatie-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon and the Rifle Marksman’s Badge, he was 
honorably discharged on November 2, 1945, at Camp 
tee Arkansas. He is the husband of Jessie 
likin. 


18.—1st Lt. (Mrs.) Ermal Maxine Collie (Eime), 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Collie, was born 
at Cushman, Arkansas, on January 4, 1915. She 
completed her education at Batesville (Arkansas) 
High School and the University of Tennessee School 
of Nursing before entering the Army Nurse Corps 
on November 1, 1941, and received her training and 
commission at Ft. Benning, Georgia. After one and 
a half years in the United States, she was sent to 
North Africa on August 21, 1948, and served 
throughout the Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno cam- 
paigns with the 300th General Hospital Unit. Among 
her decorations for military service were the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and a 
citation for Meritorious Service Plaque. After al- 
most 27 months of foreign service, Lieutenant Eime 
was returned to the United States and reverted to 





‘orce since entering the service and, 
last information received, was still in 
His wife, Zelma Earlene, lives in Bates- 
Arkansas. © ; 


1.—Ship’s Serviceman Cobbler 2/c Robert Lee Har- 
bin, son of Carrie Cornelius and Eli Hampton 
Harbin, was born at Desha, Arkansas, September 
25, 1914. He received his education by attending 
Desha High School, after which he was employed 
as shoe repairman. Entering the Navy on June 241, 
1944, he received boot training at Naval Training 
Station, San Diego. After 11 months’ training in 
the United States, he was sent to the Philippine 
Islands on May 16, 1945, and participated in the 
battle of Cebu Island, July 1945. He was honorably 


discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on January 22, 


1946, and lives in Desha with his wife, Mayna 
Madeline, and their child. 


-2.—Seaman 1/c Edgar Ernest Jones, son of Ernest 


and Maggie Jones of Desha, was born at McHue, 
Arkansas, March 27, 1911, and attended Desha 
High School. He was employed as a truck and 
tractor driver until entering the Navy on April 
19, 1944. He received boot training at Coronado, 
California, and served with landing craft during 
his one year in the Pacific area. He participated 
in two campaigns and was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon and _ Victory Ribbon. Seaman 
Jones was honorably discharged on December 7, 
1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, have two children. 


3.—S/Set. Tillman Thurlo Teague, son of Myrtle 
and Charley B. Teague, was born October 11, 1918, 
in Ruddell, Arkansas. He attended Batesville Grade 
and High Schools, afterwards being employed by 
Arkansas Dry Goods Company, Burr’s Department 
Store, and Memphis Fisher Aircraft as foreman. 
Entering the Cavalry in August 1944, he received 
basic training at Ft. Riley, Kansas, qualifying as 
mess sergeant. He departed March 15, 1945, for 
the Philippine Islands and during his more than 
a year overseas participated in campaigns of Leyte 
and Luzon in the Philippines. Sergeant Teague also 
served with the Army of Occupation in Japan and 
was awarded two Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
Victory Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, Occupation 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera- 
tion Ribbon, and Asiatie-Pacific Theater Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged April 14, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Batesville, where he 
lives with his wife, Armilda, and their son. 


4.—Ist/Sgt. Keith Davidson Stokes, son of Milton 
and Bertha Stokes. of Batesville, was born at 
Evening Shade, Arkansas, on September 8, 1912. He 


service with the National Guard on December 23; 
1940. He received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and was assigned to the Infantry, later 
attending Clerk’s School. Sergeant Stokes 1s a 
veteran of more than four years of Army service, 
both in this country and Alaska. He was honorably 
discharged on April 23, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. He and his wife, Raenell Noble, have one 
child. 
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Central Europe. 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one 


- Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory 


Ribbon. After being honorably discharged March 
31, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he re- 
turned to Batesville, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Zelma, and their children. 


Le 


5.—Aviation Ordnanceman 3/c Thomas Edwin Hen- 
derson, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E, Hender- 
son of Batesville, Arkansas, was born at Jamestown, 
Arkansas, on December 23, 1918, graduated from 
Batesville High School in 1935, and was employed 
as a clerk by Barnett Brothers, W. B. Menard and 
Neva’s Stores (Batesville), prior to entering the 
Navy on January 11, 1942. He received boot training 
at Norfolk, Virginia, and later attended a specialist 
school at Yorktown, Virginia, training for service 
in a branch of naval aviation. After nine months of 
service in the United States, he sailed for the 
Solomon Islands aboard the famous aircraft carrier 
Saratoga. Very shortly after arriving there, the 
Saratoga was struck by four Japanese torpedo hits, 
and was towed back to Pearl Harbor for repair. 
On the night of October 12, 1942, while lying in the 
harbor there, bombers were being launched from 
the deck of the carrier, when this gallant Arkansan 
was accidentally struck by a revolving propeller, 
dying four hours later in a hospital in Honolulu. 
He is buried in the Halawa National Cemetery, near 
Honolulu. 


6.—T/5 Virgil Clifton Pate, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Albert Pate, was born December 2, 1919, 
at Elmo, Arkansas. Receiving his education by at- 
tending Batesville Public Schools, he was later 
employed as manager of a retail automotive service. 
Entering the Army Anti-aircraft March 10, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp McQuade, Watson- 
ville, California, qualifying for truck driver. After 
serving in the United States four months, he was 
sent to Oahu, Hawaii, August 18, 1943, where he 
was attached to an Anti-aircraft battery for one 
year and atferwards served as truck driver. Re- 
turning to the States November 18, 1945, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 
22, 1945. He received the Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and World War II 
Victory Ribbon. He returned to Leachville, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Lucille. 


7.—Pfe. Everett C. Milligan, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Milligan of Des Arc, Arkansas, was born at 
Cave City, Arkansas, on June 30, 1917. He attended 
the Cave City schools and was employed as a truck 
driver until entering the Army on April 25, 1944. 
He completed basic training at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, and arrived in the European theater in 
October 1944, where he served with an Engineer 
combat battalion during the Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns. Overseas 10 months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and Victory Rib- 
bon. Private Milliman was honorably discharged 
on November 13, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He and his wife, Ina, have two children. 


8.—Coxswain Robert Ernest Tipton is the son of 
Jean Baker Tipton and the late Dr. J. T. Tipton 
of Mountain Home, Arkansas, where he was born 
on June 20, 1909. Educated in the Mountain Home 
schools and at Mountain Home Baptist College, he 
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Hogan, son of Tina and Alfred 
_ born June 26, 1924, in Magness, 
ttended Magness Grade School and 
th School, graduating in 1944. Entering 
th nfantry September 12, 1944, he received basic 
aining at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. Attached 


traini | 
to the 6th Infantry Division, Sergeant Hogan de- 


parted in April 1945, for the Philippine Islands, 
and served for five months in the Luzon campaign. 


According to last report received, he was still in 
service with the Army of Occupation in Korea. His 
home is in Batesville, Arkansas. 


-10.—T/5 Truett Meredith Goatcher is the son of 


Mrs. Ruth Goatcher of Formosa, Arkansas, where he 
was born on April 2, 1924. After graduating from 
High School in Bragg City, Missouri, in 1941, he 
was employed as a salesman for Sears-Roebuck 
Company at Memphis, Tennessee, until entering 
the Army on July 16, 1943. Upon completion of 
basic training at New Orleans, Louisiana, he was 
assigned to the Transportation Corps and arrived 
in England in February 1944. Overseas 23 months, 
he participated in the Normandy, Northern France 
and Rhineland campaigns and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He 
also holds the Rifleman Marksman Medal. He was 
honorably discharged on January 138, 1946, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri. 


11._Fireman 1/c Charles Newton Allwhite, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Allwhite, was born October 
26, 1923, in Arkansas. He attended Newark Public 
Schools and served in the C.C.C. for a year, after- 
wards being employed at the Newport Air Base. 
Volunteering for service in the Naval Reserve Oc- 
tober 26, 1942, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, qualifying as fireman. He departed 
December 26, 1942, for Guam, and served on the 
U.S.S. Ringgold for nearly a year and also on the 
U.S.S. Kidd 661. He participated in the Philippine 
campaign, being wounded in action, and was killed 
April 11, 1945, in the battle of Okinawa. He was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and was 
buried in the Ulithi Cemetery, Ulithi Atoll, Asor 
Island, Western Caroline Islands. He is survived 
by his parents, who live in Newark, Arkansas. 


12.—Lt. Homer McGrady Fox is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Homer William Fox of Batesville, Arkansas, 
where he was born on April 15, 1920. He attended 
Batesville High School and received his A. B. degree 
from Hendrix College. Lieutenant Fox completed 
his education at Georgia Tech before entering the 
Navy in May, 1942. He served his Naval training 
at the Naval Academy and became an engineering 
officer. After almost one year in this country he 
was sent to the Pacific theater where he served 
in the fighting of the entire New Guinea campaign, 
Bismarck Archipelago, Cape Gloucester, Admiralties 
and Philippine Islands campaigns. He was returned 
to the United States after two years of foreign 
service. Lieutenant Fox has served as a Diesel 
engine instructor in this country. 


Edward Ferguson, son of 
Beulah B. and James A. Ferguson, was born August 
9, 1926, in Heber Springs, Arkansas. He attended 
Heber Springs Grade School, afterwards being em- 
ployed in timber work and defense work at Long 
Beach, California. Entering the Navy October 30, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as cook. Departing March 5, 1945, 
for the South Pacific Theater of Operations, Seaman 


13.—Seaman 1/c James 


= 
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. Bars, and the Victory Ribbon. After 
ly discharged March 22, 1946, at San 
, he returned to Heber Springs. 


14.—Apprentice Seaman Raymond H. Trichell, son 


of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Trichell, was born January 
1, 1928, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
DeWitt High School. Entering the Naval Reserve 
February 1, 1945, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. After five weeks’ training, Sea- 
man Trichell was stricken with an illness and hos- 
pitalized at Veterans’ Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 
He was awarded American Area Campaign Ribbon 
and World War II Victory Ribbon and received an 
honorable discharge March 29, 1946, at Vterans’ 
Administration Hospital in Memphis. His home is 
in DeWitt. 


15.—Aviation Cadet V-5 Carl Lewis Trichell, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Trichell, was born at Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, on May 16, 1926, and after com- 
pleting his education at DeWitt High School entered 
the Naval Air Corps Reserve on January 8, 1944. 
Following boot training at Dennison University, 
Granville, Ohio, he later attended the Coast Guard 
Air Ferry Squadron School in New York City, the 
AFSS, UR-1 in New York and St. Louis, and Pre- 
flight School at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. After 
almost 18 months of service Cadet Trichell received 
an honorable discharge at Millington, Tennessee, 
September 30, 1945. 


16.—S/Sgt. Arthur M. Perkins, son of the late Ida 
Mae and Arthur L. Perkins, was born July 1, 1914, 
in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended Stuttgart 
High School, afterwards being employed as clerk 
in Wellworth Department Store in Stuttgart, and 
as junior clerk in the cost accounting department 
of the Pine Bluff Arsenal. Entering the Ordnance 
Department December 15, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Perry, Ohio, and attended service 
schools at Savanna Ordnance Depot, Savanna, Ili- 
nois, and Rossford Ordnance Depot, Toledo, Ohio. 
Sergeant Perkins qualified as ordnance clerk, car- 
bine marksman, and rifle expert. He served in the 
United States for two years and four months with 
the 290th Ord. MM Co. and 965th Ord. HAM Co. 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged February 24, 1945, at 
Ft. Jackson, South Carolina, he returned to Stutt- 
gart, where he lives with his wife, Mary Eloise. 


17.Pvt. Wayman Lee Perkins, son of the late Ida 
Mae and Arthur Lee Perkins, was born December 
29, 1919, in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended 
Catholic Grade School, Julia Shannon Grade School, 
and Stuttgart High School, afterwards being en- 
gaged in rice farming and employed by Fairbanks- 
Morse Company. Entering the Air Corps May 4, 
1944, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, qualfying as aircraft mechanic. Private 
Perkins was awarded Sharpshooter’s Medal in July 
1944, and in January 1945, and aircraft Mechanic’s 
Badge February 1945. He served at Spence Field, 
Moultrie, Georgia, and was honorably discharged 
July 4, 1945, at Buckley Field, Denver, Colorado, 
returning to Stuttgart, where he lives with his 
wife, Virginia, and their three children. 


18.—Pvt. Jessie Royal Perkins, son of the late Ida 
Mae and Arthur L. Perkins, was born July 21, 1912, 
in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He attended Stuttgart 
High School, afterwards being engaged as a welder. 
Entering the Railroad Division January 25, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying as combination welder. Private Perkins 
served for five months in the United States and 
was honorably discharged June 29, 1943, at Station 
Hospital, New Orleans, Louisiana. He lives in 
Stuttgart, Arkansas, with his wife, Thelma Mae, 
and their child. 
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GUY W. COBB, JR. 


Lt. Guy William Cobb, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Guy W. Cobb, was born 
December 8, 1922, at Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Public 
School; graduated from Russellville High School; attended Tennessee 
Military Institute, Sweetwater, Tennessee, and University of Arkansas 
two years, majoring in journalism. Prior to entering the Armed Forces, 
he was employed as reporter on the Jonesboro Tribune and was city editor 
of the Russellville Courier-Democrat. Volunteering for the Army Air 
Corps while in his junior year at the University of Arkansas, he was called 
to training March, 1943. Receiving basic training at Santa Ana, California, 
he attended service schools at Santa Ana and Deming, New Mexico, and 
received Wings as bombardier on September 11, 1943. He attended Navi- 
gation School at Monroe, Louisiana, and instructor at Deming, New 
Mexico, before volunteering for overseas service. Departing from the 
United States for England, July 1, 1944, attached to 8th Air Corps, Lieu- 
tenant Cobb made 13 combat missions over enemy territory. An official 
report based on information obtained from captured German records 
states that Lieutenant Cobb was killed in action in an airplane crash on 
September 11, 1944, at Cannawurf near Sangerhausen, Germany. He 
received the Air Medal after his seventh mission and was awarded a second 
Air Medal and the Purple Heart, posthumously. In addition to his parents, 
he is survived by a sister, Mrs. Charles P. McGraw, and his grandmother, 


Mrs. W. D. Cobb, Sr., of Jonesboro. 


[ 1075 ] 





“Lt. Berl S. Smith is the son c 
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Arkansas, where he was born on J: 
from Jonesboro High School in 1934, and 

from Arkansas State College in 1938. He 
education at the University of Texas, rece. 
gree in 1941. Entering the Naval service on July 14, 
received his indoctrination training at Northwestern Univers: 
Chicago, Illinois, and then attended the S.C.T.C. at Miami, Flori 
He has also attended the Submarine School at New London, 





necticut. Lieutenant Smith was first sent to sea duty in October, 


1942, and saw action in the North African, Sicilian and Italian _ 
campaigns in the European theater. After completing his course _ 
at the Submarine School, he took part in five submarine war 
patrols in Pacific waters. Overseas a total of 39 months, he won 
the Submarine Qualification Insignia, Submarine Combat Pin, 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Philippine Libera- ~ 
tion Ribbon with one Star, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
released from active duty at San Francisco, California, on De- 

















cember 1, 1945. 


BERL 8S. SMITH 





Lt. Dan J. McGuire, son of Mrs. A. F. McGuire of Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, was born at Jonesboro on March 14, 1920, and after 
graduating from Jonesboro High School in 1938 he continued 
his education at Arkansas State College (Jonesboro), receiving 
his A.B. degree and second lieutenant’s commission in May 1942. 
While a student he became greatly interested in radio as a hobby 
and owned and operated amateur radio station W51 HC. Entering 
military service immediately after his graduation, Lieutenant 
McGuire was sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, for service in the Field 
Artillery. After 19 months of service in the United States, he 
arrived in North Africa with his unit, the 338th Field Artillery 
Bn., 88th Division, in January 1944, and immediately participated 
in the fighting on the Italian front. On May 11, 1944, while 
acting as a forward observer of Battery B of his battalion, this 
gallant officer was killed while leading his men up the slopes 
of Colle Cianelli. In recognition of his outstanding service to his 
country, Lieutenant McGuire received the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his 
engagements, the Bronze Star Medal, a Presidential Citation and 
the Order of the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. 
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Capt. William R. Kopp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Kopp, was born 
July 13, 1921, at Black Rock, Arkansas. He reiied Arkansas 
State College receiving bachelor of science degree. Entering the 
Field Artillery June 27, 1942, he received his commission while 
attending Arkansas State Teachers College and later attended 
Field Artillery School at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, qualifying for 
battalion survey officer and Field Artillery air observer. He 
departed December 5, 1943, for Belfast, Ireland, and participated 
in the campaigns of Normandy, France, Rhineland, and Central 
Germany, being wounded in action August 1, 1944, in France. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star Medal, and Air 
Medal with two Clusters. Returning to the United States July 
8, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Separation Point, Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, December 22, 1945, returning to Jones- 
boro, where he lives with his wife, Margaret. 





WILLIAM R. KOPP 
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Pfc. Charles E. Camp, son of Mr. and Mrs. William R. Camp of Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, was born at Jonesboro on March 5, 1919, graduating from Jones- 
boro High School, and prior to his entrance into the Army November 30, 
1942, was employed by Holt Wholesale Grocery Co., Jonesboro. Following 
basic training at Camp Roberts, California, he was assigned to duty as a 
driver of light trucks, and after six months in this country was sent over- 
seas with Company A, 411th Infantry. During the 27 months Private 
Camp was overseas, he served in the Sicilian, Rome-Arno, Southern France, 
Rhineland, Central European and Naples-Foggia campaigns, receiving the 
European-A frican-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal and Order of the 
Purple Heart (awarded for wounds received near Rome, Italy, June 5 
1944). Private Camp was honorably discharged from the service at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, September 24, 1945. He returned to Jones- 
boro, where he makes his home with his wife, Louella, and is again con- 
nected with the Holt Wholesale Grocery Company. CHARLES E. CAMP 





Cpl. Howard Max Williams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Riley Williams, was born 
at Jonesboro, Arkansas, on January 25, 1921. After completing his educa- 
tion at Jonesboro, he was employed by the Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 
prior to entering the Marine Corps on June 10, 1942. Sent to San Diego, 
California, for boot training, he later attended Aerial Gunnery, Special 
Weapons, Artillery and Cooks’ and Bakers’ Schools. After four months 
in this country, Corporal. Williams arrived with his unit, Battery L, 4th 
Bn., 10th Regt., 2nd Marine Division, in the South Pacific and participated 
in the battles of Tarawa, Saipan and Tinian, later serving for five months 
with the Army of Occupation on Saipan. Overseas 26 months and holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Presidential 
Unit Citation, Expert Marksman’s Medals (pistol and 105 MM gun) and 
Marksman’s Medal (rifle), he has chosen to remain in the Marine Corps 


permanently. 
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. = Presidential Citation. 
HAROLD E. SELLERS 


Capt. Henry S. Salmon, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. Salmon, was born 
at Jonesboro, Arkansas, January 22, 1920, and after graduating from 
Jonesboro High School, received his degree from Arkansas State College 
in 1941. Qualified by R.O.T.C. training in college and two years of service 
in the Arkansas National Guard, he was ordered to active duty in the Field 
Artillery on July 20, 1941, at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and after training, was 
sent to Australia with his unit, the 641st Tank Destroyer Bn., 41st Division, 
in March 1942. Following a year in Australia, he took part in the Solomon 
Islands campaign, then made a landing at Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea 
in April 1944, remaining there until participating in the assault landing at 
Langayen Gulf, Luzon, January 1945, and the attack on Baguio, Luzon. He 
returned to the United States and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 


Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, and the Philippine ~ 


Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star. Captain Salmon has chosen to 
remain in the Regular Army and at last report was an instructor in the 
Material Department, Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. 





MARVIN BICKLEY, JR. 


Ist Lt. Percy E. Stuart, son of Mr. and Mrs. Duke Stuart, was born August 
27, 1921, in Brownsville, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1923. He 
attended Pine Bluff High School, graduated from Jonesboro High School 
in 1939, and attended Arkansas State College, afterwards being engaged 
as assistant funeral home director. Entering the Parachute Infantry 
February 19, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Callan, California, 
and attended Officers’ Courses, Tank Destroyer, Officers’ Communica- 
tions, Radio, Parachute, Advanced Airborne, Infantry, and Jumpmasters’ 
Schools. He qualified as expert in all infantry weapons and as parachutist, 
gliderman, and aerial observer. After spending three years in the United 
States attached to 57th A.A.A. Bn., 665th T.D. Bn., 656th T.D. Bn., and 2nd 
Parachute Training Regiment, Lieutenant Stuart departed March 1, 1945, 
for the European Theater of Operations. Overseas for six months, he 
participated in the campaign of Central Germany. He was still in service 
at last report, at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. His wife, Bonnie Jean, lives 
in Jonesboro. 
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Arkansas and entered the Army on March 9, [ 
service in the Arkansas National Guard, Private Sellers rec 
training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and Ft. Benning, Georgia, and le 
attended a specialized school at Camp McCall, North Carolina. Arriving 
England in January, 1944, he was attached to the Pathfinder 
Parachute Infantry, and was one of the first of the gallant Americans who | 
led the invasion of Normandy on historic D-Day, June 6, 1944. Private 
Sellers met a hero’s death on the opening day of this gigantic mission, 
which was destined to change the history of the world. Among his other 
decorations for devoted and valued service to his country, he received 
the Bronze Star, Order of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumously), and a 


; | Pa” 
Pfc. Harold E. Sellers, son of David F. and Sarah Sellers, J« 
sas, was born at Portia, Arkansas, on December | 


attended the T ' 
1943. Qualified by p 





Unit, 





HENRY S. SALMON, JR. 


Chief B/M Marvin Bickley, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Bickley, Sr., 
of Pocahontas, Arkansas, was born December 8, 1911. He attended Jones- 
boro schools and was employed on the Jonesboro Fire Department three 
years and later was manager of a standard auto parts company in Memphis, 
Tennessee. He volunteered for the Naval Reserve in 1928-1932. He and 
his wife have one son. As of June 1, 1946, Chief Bickley was in Shanghai, 
China. No further details regarding his service record were furnished. 
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Sgt. Raymon D. Henley, son of Mrs. Zenna M. Henley, Jr., was born in 
Pocahontas, Arkansas. He attended Pocahontas High School, afterwards 
being engaged as senior leader, staff driver, and truck driver in the C.C.C. 
Entering the Marine Corps June 10, 1942, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Scout Sniper School, Combat Conditioning 
School, and_ Combat Intelligence School, qualifying as rifleman, squad 
leader, and M-1 rifle sharpshooter, and in the use of the pistol, carbine, 
Browning automatic rifle, and 1903 rifle. Sergeant Henley served for 
nearly a year in the United States at San Diego, Camp Elliott, Shoemaker, 
and Camp LeJeune. Departing August 23, 1943, he remained overseas for 
more than three years, participating in campaigns of Okinawa Shima, 
Ryukyus Islands, and Japan, and was wounded in action April 16, 1945. 
eo He was awarded the Purple Heart Medal with Gold Star, Good Conduct 
: 7 | Medal, and commanding officer’s Letter of Commendation while serving 
Bobs: | with the 16th Def. Bn. After being honorably discharged June 9, 1946, 
RAYMON D. HENLEY he returned to his home, where he lives with his wife, Noma. 





T/5 Arrie C. Chester, son of Mrs. Zepha O. Chester of Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
was born at Jonesboro on February 13, 1926, and after completing his 
education in the Jonesboro schools was employed as an auto serviceman 
prior to entering military service on July 5, 1944. Sent to Ft. Riley, Kan- 
sas, for basic training, he later attended Motor Mechanics’ School and 
after a stay of nine months in this country, he was sent to the European 
theater with his unit, the 9th Armored Division. He participated in the 
Rhineland and Central European campaigns during the eight months he 
was overseas and received the European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, Bronze Star Medal and Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged on November 2, 1945, at Camp Butner, North Carolina, and 
has reenlisted in the Army. 






ARRIE C. CHESTER 
Set. Lee Roy Leonard, son of George Leonard of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was’ 
born at Vanndale, Arkansas, on September 11, 1919. He was educated at 
the Hamlin schools in Cross County and was employed by the H. R. Cook 
Truck Lines. Entering military service on September 30, 1942, he was 
assigned to the Air Corps and received basic training at Ft. George Wright 
at Spokane, Washington. Sergeant Leonard became an armorer and was 
sent to North Africa with his unit, the 99th Bomb Group, in April 1943. 
Overseas 27 months, he served throughout the Tunisian, Sicilian, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines, Po Valley, Normandy, Rhine- 
land and Balkan air campaigns and_was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon and 12 Battle Stars, Good Conduct Medal and the Distinguished 
Unit Badge with Oak Leaf Cluster. He served three months with the 
Army of Occupation of Germany and was honorably discharged at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, on September 9, 1945. His wife is Ellen L. 


— — Leonard. 
JEG DUD) Ltt LEONARD 


2nd Lt. James Alfred Lemmer, son of Frank Pete and Helen Lemmer, was 
born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, on August 30, 1922. He attended Blessed 
Sacrament School at J onesboro and Subiaco Academy at Subiaco, Arkansas, 
prior to his enlistment in the Coast Guard in October 1940. He transferred 
to the Army Air Corps in June 1941, and received flight training at Shreve- 
port, Louisiana ; Corsicana, Texas; Greenville, Texas; Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas Fort Worth, Texas, and Westover Field, Springfield, 
Massachusetts., He received his commission and was given his wings In 


on the Ploesti, Rumania, oilfields, was killed in action on April 25, 1944. 
For outstanding bravery and meritorious service, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Purple Heart, Presidential Unit 
Citation, and European Theater Ribbon. He is survived by his wife, Astrid ae 
Olson Lemmer; one child, and his parents, who live in Jonesboro. See Crust 
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Capt. H. A. Stroud, Jr., son of Lina Estella and Homer Anderson Stroud, 
was born July 27, 1916, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro 
High School and the University of Arkansas, afterwards being employed 
as manager of Snyder Drug Company in Jonesboro. Entering the Infantry 
January 31, 1942, he attended Communications School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. Captain Stroud served for three years in the United States with 
the 326th Glider Infantry and departed January 26, 1945, for LeHavre, 
France. Overseas for seven months, he participated in campaigns of 
Central Europe and was honorably discharged March 22, 1946, at Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina. He lives in Jonesboro with his wife, Lucile, and 
their child. 





H. A. STROUD, JR. 


Lt. Paul Tucker Stroud, son of Lina Estella and Homer Anderson Stroud, 
was born July 28, 1911, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro 
Public Schools, Texas Christian University, and Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. Entering the Navy November 23, 1942, he departed 
January 1, 1943, for duty in the Atlantic Theater of Operations. Lieutenant 
Stroud remained overseas for two years and seven months and was honor- 
ably discharged December 19, 1945, at Shelton, Virginia, with rank of 
lieutenant, Medical Corps U.S.N.R. He lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with 
his wife, Alma Lee. 





PAUL T. STROUD 


Set. John D. Slatton, Jr., son of Mrs. Pauline Warfield Slatton, was born 
September 23, 1925, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Grade, 
Junior High, and High Schools, afterwards being employed as salesman, 
cook, soda dispenser, and circulation manager and carrier for the Jonesboro 
Daily Tribune. Entering the Infantry June 8, 1944, he received basic 
training at Camp Joseph T. Robinson and attended 5th Division Com- 
munications School, qualifying as switchboard operator, lineman, and 
wire chief. Attached to the 5th Division, he departed November 21, 1944, 
for England, France, Germany, and Austria and remained overseas for 
eight months, participating in campaigns of Ardennes, Ruhr, and Central 
Germany. He spent two months with the Army of Occupation, and was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal, European Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, 
Marksmanship Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and three Battle 
Stars. After being honorably discharged April 25, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, he returned to his home in Jonesboro. 





JOHN D. SLATTON, JR. 


Fire Controlman Wrex Leland Smith, son of Mrs. Minnie Smith of Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, was born May 30, 1909, in Craighead County. He grad- 
uated from Huron, South Dakota, High School and attended college at 
Huron for three years and Arkansas State College at Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
for one year, afterwards being engaged as a schoolteacher. Enlisting in 
the Navy July 1942, he received boot training at San Diego, California, 
and attended Fire Control School at Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying as range- 
finder. Attached to Admiral Halsey’s 3rd Fleet, he departed May 1943, 
for Casablanca, North Africa, making four trips to Africa and two trips 
to South American. He served on the U.S.S. New York and U.S.S. Cape 
Gloucester as escort carrier group in the Philippines and the East China 
Sea and also served on the U.S.S. Texas. He was honorably discharged 
October 19, 1945, and lives with his wife in Stockton, California. 





WREX L. SMITH 
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CLYDE C. McDONOUGH 


M/Sgt. Ocel R. Black, son of Linnie and Henry Roy Black, was born at 
Paragould, Arkansas, May 2, 1918. He attended Paragould and Dixie 
High Schools and entered the Army (Coast Artillery) June 25, 1941, 
receiving basic training at Camp Callan, California. Later he qualified 
for crew chief on B-17 Flying Fortress by attending Chanute Field A.M. 
School, Engineering School at Albuquerque, and Boeing Aircraft School 
at Seattle. Sergeant Black received Mechanic’s Medal and Expert .45 
Automatic Pistol Medal. He landed in England September 6, 1942, and 
served over three years in the European theater, participating in cam- 
paigns through Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, Northern France, and 
Central Europe. For meritorious service he was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Distinguished Unit Badge, American Defense Service Ribbon, and 
European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with Silver Service Star 
and one Bronze Service Star. He received an honorable discharge at Camp 
Chaffee, October 9, 1945, and is now a member of R.A. Reserves, residing 
at Paragould. 






at Paragould with his wife, Veda Lee. 


RAYMOND W. MAY 


Pfc. Winford Joe Wilcockson, son of S. A. and Emma Wilcockson of Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, was born at Lorado, Arkansas, on January 27, 1917. He 
was educated at Walcott High School and Arkansas State College and 
was employed as a foreman at the Poinsett Lumber Company until enter- 
ing the Army on April 19, 1944. He completed his Infantry basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas; and became a rifleman and switchboard 
- operator. Arriving in the Italian theater in October 1944, he saw 15 months 
of service overseas in the Italian theater and in France and England. 
He served throughout the Northern Apennines campaign with the 91st 
Infantry Division and was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge, European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Private 
Wilcockson was honorably discharged on December 30, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. He and his wife, Marguirett, have two sons. 
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May participated in the campaigns of New Guinea a 
Islands, and was wounded in action in Dutch New Guinea. He w 
two Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Purple Heart, and Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star. He received an honorable dis- 
charge at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 15, 1945, and resides 


[cDonough, son of William W. and Eliza McDonough, was 
9, 1909, at Royal, Arkansas. After receiving his education 
In the Soci and Gardner (Arkansas) Public Schools he was engaged 
in farming and as a carburetor inspector and life insurance agent. He 
entered the Army Engineer Corps at Camp Robinson, 
and received basic training there. He later attended Salvage School. 
October 24, 1942, he departed with his unit, the 36th Engineers, for the 
North African. theater, where he took part in the African, Sicilian, and 
Italian campaigns. Among his decorations are the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
of the Purple Heart with Cluster. Private McDonough was honorably 
discharged from the service on August 25, 1945, at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. 
He and his wife, Farris E. McDonough, are the parents of one son. 


on April 21, 1942, 
On 


and the Order 





OCEL R. BLACK 


S/Set. Raymond W. May, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence E. May, was born 
at Newport, Arkansas, August 12, 1919. He received his education at 
Ballew’s Chapel, Arkansas, and engaged in farming until entering the 
Army June 2, 1941. Receiving his basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, he was attached to 20th Infantry, 
from the United States September 20, 1943, for 


6th Division, and departed 
the South Pacific. Sergeant 


nd Luzon, Philippine 
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JERRY H. JEFFERY 


Uruguay, on March 15, 1919. His father was 



























Jeffery and Mrs. W. Rexford Brown was 





minister to the Republic of Uruguay at that time. Retu 
to Arkansas with his family in 1921, he was educated in the — 
Newport Public Schools and was employed as a bookkeeper and 
cashier until entering the Army Air Forces on January 28, 1943. _ 
Lieutenant Jeffery became a flying cadet and served his flight 
training at Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, Oklahoma; 
Harmon Field, Ballinger, Texas, and Perrin Field at Sherman, 
Texas. He completed his training at Ellington Field, Houston, 
Texas, and was commissioned as a bomber pilot in April 1944, 
at Ellington Field. In December 1944, he was sent to New 
Guinea and saw nearly 11 months of overseas service in the 
Pacific theater. Lieutenant Jeffery saw action in the New 
Guinea, Philippines and Bismarck Archipelago campaigns and 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with four Battle 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Star and the Air 
Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster. He was returned to this 
country and was released from active service at Tucson, Ari- 
zona, December 24, 1945. He and his wife, the former Dorcas 
Harrison, have one daughter. 







Lt. Comdr. Robert Emmett Jeffery, son of the late Robert Em- 
mett Jeffery and Mrs. W. Rexford Brown of Newport, Arkansas, 
was born at Heber Springs, Arkansas, on August 13, 1917. He 
attended the Newport Public Schools; Hall’s Preparatory School 
at Columbia, Missouri, and the Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Maryland. He was graduated from the Naval Academy as an 
ensign in June 1940, and was immediately assigned to active 
duty with the Navy. In June 1940, he was given sea duty in the 
Pacific theater and has since served a total of almost four years 
of foreign duty aboard battleships and cruisers in the Pacific 
area. Commander Jeffery saw action in the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the Aleutian Islands campaign and the campaigns against 
the Gilbert Islands, Marshall Islands, Truk, Marianas Islands, 
Wake Island and Palau Islands. He was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, American 
Defense Service Ribbon and the Commendation Ribbon. He is a 
Regular Navy officer and will remain in the service. He and his 
ee the former Hannah McIntyre, are the parents of two 
children. 
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Chief Carpenter’s Mate Henry C. May is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Lee May of Newport, Arkansas. He is a graduate of 
Newport High School. On September 13, 1943, he entered the 
Navy Seabees and was sent to Camp Peary, Virginia, to serve 
boot training. Upon completion of boot training he attended a 
special school at Camp Endicott, Rhode Island, and after nine 
months in this country was sent to the Southwest Pacific thea- 
ter, sailing on June 25, 1944. Overseas a total of more than 16 
months, Mate May saw action at Tinian and Okinawa, and also 
saw service in the Hawaiian Islands. He was honorably dis- 
charged at the Naval Separation Center at Millington, Tennessee, 
on November 20, 1945. His wife is the former Mary Frances Hall. 


HENRY C. MAY 


Set. Billy Judson May, son of William Lee May of Newport, was 
born at Auvergne, Arkansas, on June 24, 1920, and attended 
Newport High School, graduating there in June 1938. Entering 
military service July 27, 1940, he was assigned to the Army Air 
Corps and received basic training in the Panama Canal Zone. 
He graduated from the Air Mechanic’s School at Rio Hata, Canal 
Zone, on March 8, 1941. Sent to Bombardier’s School and the 
Republic of Ecuador in South America, he remained in that 
country for nine months and upon completion of his training 
there he was sent to Australia in J uly 1942, as bombardier on a 
Flying Fortress. While on a combat mission over Buna, New 
Guinea, on September 12, 1942, his plane was hit by anti-aircraft 
fire and crashed into the sea, sinking immediately. This brave 
soldier was listed as missing in action until June 15, 1945, and 
was then officially declared dead. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart, posthumously, which was later received by his sister. _ 


BILLY J. MAY 


S/Segt. William H. May, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Lee May 
of Newport, Arkansas, was born at Auvergne, Arkansas, on De- 
cember 7, 1903. He attended Newport High School, then enlisted 
in the Regular Army on December 20, 1924. This veteran soldier 
received his first Army training at Schofield Barracks on the 
Island of Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands. He has since attended 
service school at the famous Army War College at Washington, 
D. C. In August, 1944, Sergeant May was sent overseas and 
served in Germany. He was overseas a total of 13 months during 
this war period and was then returned to the United States. At 
last report he was stationed in a Service Command Unit at Ft. 
Myer, Virginia. A veteran of more than 15 years of Army 
service in this country and several years of. overseas service, 
Sergeant May plans to remain in the Army. 


* 


WILLIAM H. MAY 
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JOSEPH P. SWEAT, JR. 





S/Sgt. Robert Haas McDonald is the son of Mrs. Robert H. 
McDonald, Sr., and the late Mr. McDonald of Weldon, Arkansas, 
where he was born on January 17, 1919. He attended the Weldon 
schools and Newport High School and was then engaged in 
farming until entering the Army on January 6, 1941. Upon 
completion of basic training at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he became a 
transportation sergeant and served with all branches of the 
Artillery and with the Infantry. After four years in this country 
as a member of the 206th Coast Artillery, the 514th Coast Ar- 
tillery and the 363rd Anti-aircraft Artillery, he arrived in France 
in April 1945, and served overseas with the 627th Field Artillery 
and the 422nd Infantry Regt. Overseas for five months, he was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, and 
served two months with the Army of Occupation of Germany. 
Returning to this country, he was honorably discharged on Oc- 
tober 9, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. Sergeant Mc- 
Donald and his wife, Virginia, have two daughters. 
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T/4 Joseph Plummer Sweat, Jr., son of Ora Lee and Joseph 
Plummer Sweat, Sr., was born March 17, 1925, in Weldon, Ark- 
ansas. He attended "Newport High School. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers August 5, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, and Camp Sutton, North Carolina, and at- 
tended Heavy Equipment School, qualifying in operation and 
maintenance of heavy equipment and receiving Sharpshooter’s 
Medal. He served with the 361st S.S., 1305th G.S., and 1395th 
Engineer Construction Bn. and departed March 31, 1944, for 
Guadalcanal, Espirito Santos, New Caledonia, Okinawa, and 
Korea. Overseas for nearly two years, he participated in the 
campaign of Okinawa in the Shuri vicinity, with the 10th Army 
and was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and one Bronze Service 
Star. After being honorably discharged May 17, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to his home in Weldon, Arkansas. 





ROBERT H. McDONALD 








JESSE E. WILLIAMS, JR. 


Sgt. James V. Layton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Layton, was born Febru- 
ary 13, 1923, in Tuckerman, Arkansas. He attended Tuckerman High 
School. Entering the Marine Corps July 2, 1942, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, qualifying as rifleman, mortar and machine 
gunner, military police, and pistol marksman. Attached to the Fleet 
Marine Force, he departed August 7, 1942, for the Pacific Theater of 
Operations, and served overseas for nearly three years. After being honor- 
A, 1945, at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, he 
returned to Tuckerman, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Claudia. 


ably discharged August 2 


WILLIAM C. PALMERTON 


Yeoman 3/c Joseph Charles Coe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Boyce HE. Coe, was 
born ayo 2p 1925, in Swifton, Arkansas. He attended Newport. High 
School. Entering the Navy March 18, 1943, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Naval Training School, qualifying as 
anti-aircraft gunner on the U.S.S. Nassau. He departed in July 1948, for 
the South Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas for a year 
and 10 months, participating in campaigns of Tarawa, Philippines, Mar- 
shall Islands, Attu, Formosa, and the Marianas. Islands. Yeoman Coe was 
awarded American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacitic Ribbon, Philippine Lib- 
eration Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
January 25, 1946, at Nashville, Tennessee, he returned to Newport, Arkan- 
sas, where he lives with his wife, Angela, and their son. 
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1st Lt. Jesse E. Williams, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse E. Williams 


of Newport, Arkansas, where he was born on December 28, 1920. After 


graduating from Newport High School and the University of Arkansas, 


he entered the Army Air Corps on December 1, 1942. Lieutenant Williams 
received cadet training in the Army Air Force Gulf Coast Training Area 
and was commissioned as a fighter pilot. After eight months as a member 


of the 488th Fighter Sqdn., in this country, he arrived in France in Sep- 


tember 1944, and remained overseas for 10 months. He received the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Air Medal with seven 
Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross and the Presidential Unit 
Citation for his part in the Rhineland and Central Europe campaigns. 


Lieutenant Williams was placed on inactive duty on October 20, 1945, 


at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 





JAMES V. LAYTON 


Set. William Clarence Palmerton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Sylvester 
Palmerton, was born August 3, 1916, in Bald Hill, Oklahoma, moving to 
Arkansas in 1920. He attended Newport High School, afterwards being 
employed as grocery clerk, car repairman for Missouri Pacific Railroad Co., 
radio repairman, and radio operator for Arkansas State Police. Entering 
the Army Air Forces September 29, 1942, he received basic training at 


‘ Blytheville, Arkansas, qualifying as pistol marksman and radio mechanic. 


Attached to the 703rd School Sqdn. at Blytheville, he served for a year 
and a half in the United States before departing June 29, 1944, for Mohan 
Bari, Upper Assam, India. Overseas more than a year, he attended Radio 
Mechanics’ School in Gaya, India, and participated in the campaigns of 
India and Central Burma. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American Defense Rib- 
bon, and Victory Ribbon. At last report he was hospitalized at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and expected to be discharged soon. His wife, Erma, 
and their two children, live in Newport, Arkansas. 





JOSEPH C. COE 
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CONWAY M. HALL 


Maj. George Kellog Stephens, son of Louise Irby and the late Dr. George 
Kellog Stephens, Sr., was born June 12, 1909, in Newport, Arkansas. He 
attended Newport Public School, Hendrix College, University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville, and the University of Arkansas Medical School, afterwards 
serving as an interne in St. Louis. Entering the Air Corps July 1942, as 
a first lieutenant, he received basic training at Randolph Field, San 
Antonio, Texas, and was attached to 4th Air Force Hospital. Major 
Stephens served in the United States for four years and was honorably 
discharged in February 1946, at Los Angeles, California. He lives in 
Newport with his wife, Mary Gail, and their two children. 





FREEMAN I. STEPHENS 


Lt. Comdr. Stuart Stephens, son of Louise Irby and the late Dr. George 
Kellog Stephens, was born October 7, 1910, in Newport, Arkansas. He 
attended Hall’s Preparatory School at Columbia, Missouri, and entered 
U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1930, graduating in 1934. He was 
engaged in sea duty on the battleship Memphis and later received his 
Wings in Pensacola, Florida, in Jannary 1938. Attached to the battleship 
Yorktown, he served as signal officer and was stationed in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, before being sent to Miami, Florida, as carrier landing instructor. 
In April 1943, he was transferred to Alameda, California, as captain of a 
squadron training for carrier service. Commander Stephens was killed in 
a collision in the air in the fog off the coast of California just south of 
San Francisco, on July 16, 1943. He is survived by his mother, who lives 
in Newport, and by his wife, Louisa Smith Stephens, and their two children. 













Sgt. Conway McDowell Hall, son of Mrs. Lockey ® 
Arkansas, was born on February TI ASLias Mountain V ; 
After completing his education at Newport High School he s 
than two years with the Civilian Conservation Corps and was employed — 
for four years as a grocery clerk. Entering the Army Air Force on May | 
19, 1942, he was sent to Ft. Dix, New Jersey, for basic training and later 
to Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois. Arriving in England in May 1943, 
Sergeant Hall saw more than 28 months of overseas service with the Air 
Force, participating in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- — 
land, and Central Europe campaigns and in the general air offensive of 
Europe. He was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with six Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal and Distinguished Unit Badge with one Oak 
Leaf Cluster. He was honorably discharged on October 5, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 





GEORGE K. STEPHENS 


Maj. Freeman Irby Stephens, son of Louise Irby and the late Dr. George 
Kellog Stephens, was born May 3, 1917, in Newport, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Newport Public School, Columbia University, New York City, and 
Columbia Medical School. Entering the Medical Corps in April 1942, 
he served at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, specializing in field medicine. 
Major Stephens served in the United States for two years and departed 
in April 1944, for Naples, Italy, remaining overseas for nearly a year and 
a half with the 5th Army. After being honorably discharged in January 
1946, at Kennedy Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Newport, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Cornelia, and their child. 





STUART STEPHENS 
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Cpl. James Richard Jones, son of William Esber and Cecil Merle Jones, was 
born January 2, 1925, at Swifton, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Swifton High School and enlisted in the Army Air Corps on 
June 15, 1942. He received basic training at Camp Crowder, Missouri, and 
attended Radio Electronic Television Institute, Omaha, Nebraska, quali- 
fying for radio operator on transport. Departing from the United States 
on August 15, 1943, for the South Pacific, he participated in the Solomons 
campaign (Bombardment Group No. 714), and was wounded in action. 
He received medals for his proficiency as Signal Corps radio operator, 
A.A.F. Ground Forces; station operator on B-25; and radio operator and 
gunner. Corporal Jones was awarded the Purple Heart, American Theater 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars. He received an honorable discharge at Camp Fannin, Texas, on 
November 13, 1945, returning to Swifton, where he lives with his wife, 
Thelma Lois. 





JAMES R. JONES 


Pvt. N. A. Gillihan, Jr. is the son of N. A. and the late Florence Thompson 
Gillihan of Newport, Arkansas. He was born at Norfolk on April 25, 1920, 
and attended the Oil Trough Schools. He was owner and operator of a 
service station and taxi business before entering military service on October 
6, 1942. Assigned to the Medical Corps, he received basic training at Camp 
Young, California, and became a medical technician. In January 1948, 
he was sent to India, and saw action later in the Northern Burma and 
the Central Burman campaigns. Overseas 31 months, he was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Crowder, Missouri, on October 20, 1945. His 
wife is the former Margaret Fife. 





N. A. GILLIHAN, JR. 


1st Lt. Joseph Walter Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austin F. Smith, was 
born April 26, 1924, in Swifton, Arkansas. He attended Swifton Grade 
and High Schools and the University of Arkansas. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers June 10, 1943, he received basic training at Camp Abbot, 
Oregon, and attended Service Schools at Montana State College and Ft. 
Belvoir, Virginia. He served in the United States for two years before 
departing July 10, 1945, for Manila, Philippine Islands. He was com- 
missioned first lieutenant April 9, 1946, and was awarded Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and 
American Theater Ribbon. Lieutenant Smith was still in service in the 
Philippines at last report. His home is in Swifton. 





JOSEPH W. SMITH 


t. Herbert N. Swearengen, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. N. Swearengen of 109 
8 Kentucky, Blytheville, Arkansas, was born October 23, 1926. He 
attended Blytheville Public Schools, and University of Arkansas, and was 
a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. Sergeant Swearengen entered 
the Infantry March 25, 1945, and received basic training at Camp Fannin, 
Texas. He was later transferred into the Air Service, serving with the 
5th Air Force. He left the United States October 8, 1945, for Japan. 
The discharge date was not furnished. 





\ 


H. N. SWEARENGEN, JR. 
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S/Sgt. William J. Swink, son of William I. and Willie Al 
was born at Portia, Arkansas, March 3, 1921. He received his — 
education by attending Sloan Public Schools, Hendrix Academy 
and University of Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Force _ 
July 8, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended Airplane Engine Mechanic’s School at Shep- __ : 
pard Field, and B-26 Technical Maintenance School at Middle , 
River, Maryland, qualifying for airplane and engine mechanic and 
airplane crew chief. Attached to 391st Bomb Group (M), 575th 
Bomb. Sqdn., he departed from the United States on January 
17, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations. Sergeant 
Swink participated in air offensive over Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe. He received 
for meritorious service the European Theater of Operations 
Ribbon with six Bronze Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge, and 
Gvod Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States, he was 
honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on No- 
vember 3, 1945. 









WILLIAM J. SWINK 





* 





T/Sgt. Raymon Billings Davis, son of Micca Ann Davis Huey and James 
William Davis, was born September 19, 1917, in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. 
He attended DeQueen (Arkansas) High School. Entering the Army Air 
Force January 10, 1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, 
and by attending service schools qualified as radio operator and dispatcher, 
flight radio operator, and aerial gunner. Attached to the 8th Anti- 
submarine Squadron, he departed March 29, 1944, for England, and was 
later sent to the Atlantic theater and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Theaters of Operation. Overseas for a year and a half, he participated 
in campaigns of the European theater, anti-submarine operations, air 
offensive over Europe, and battles of Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, Normandy, and Central Europe. He was awarded European-African- 
Middle Eastern Campaign Ribbon with seven Bronze Stars, American 
Theater Campaign Ribbon, Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters, and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. Discharged September 10, 1945, at Ft. Sam vos 
Houston, Texas, he lives in Walnut Ridge, with his wife, Ruth, and child. RAYMON B. DAVIS 





ae 


Warrant Officer Orlando Mitchell Pierce, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett 
Record Pierce, was born in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. He attended Brown’s 
Chapel and Walnut Ridge Grade Schools and graduated from Hoxie High 
School. Entering the Navy June 18, 1940, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, qualifying in supply and as pay clerk. He served on the 
U.S.S. Savannah during North Atlantic patrols and convoy duty before 
Pearl Harbor, and participated in the North African campaign. He par- 
ticipated in the invasions of Sicily and Normandy and was stationed in 
London and Plymouth, England. Returning to the States, he was assigned 
to Amphibious Training Command, Norfolk, Virginia, afterwards being 
ordered to the U.S.S. Amphtrite. He was awarded American Defense, 
American Area, Asiatic-Pacific Theater and Victory Ribbons and European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, and Good 
Conduct Medal. Warrant Officer Pierce is remaining in the Navy, with 
present duty on the U.S.S. Shoshone. He and his wife, the former Marie 
ORLANDO M. PIERCE Hilliard, are the parents of one son. 
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Lt. Archie Perrin, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Perrin of Ravenden, 
Arkansas, was born May 22, 1917. He received his education in public 
schools and Arkansas State College at Jonesboro, Arkansas, where he 
received a B.A. degree. He received college R.0.T.C. and entered the Army 
from college, June 1, 1943. His wife is Vivian Ratliff Perrin. No further 
information regarding Lieutenant Perrin’s service record was furnished. 


ARCHIE PERRIN, JR. 


Capt. Thurman N. Carpenter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Carpenter, 
was born December 6, 1918, at Cave City, Arkansas. He attended Williford 
High School and Arkansas State College at Jonesboro. Hnlisting in the 
Field Artillery October 29, 1941, he attended Field Artillery School at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, qualifying for Field Artillery unit commanding of- 
ficer. After serving three years in the United States, he departed June 6, 
1944, for England, attached to the 7th Armored Division, and participated 
in the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Germany, Ardennes, 
and Central Europe. Captain Carpenter qualified as expert with field 
artillery, .50 caliber machine gun, 30 caliber machine gun, sub-machine 
gun, and carbine. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and five Battle 
Stars, and is remaining in service with the Army of Occupation. He and 
his wife, Martha, are the parents of one child. 





THURMAN N. CARPENTER 


Chief Storekeeper Elmo Foster Rash, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Rash 
of Imboden, and grandson of John R. Rash of Imboden, was born in that 
city on April 26, 1918. After attending Sloan Hendrix Academy at Im- 
boden he enlisted in the Navy on October 11, 1940. Having received boot 
training at San Diego, California, he was assigned to sea duty as a dis- 
pursing storekeeper. He was aboard the U.S.S. Shaw at Pearl Harbor 
during the Japanese attack December 7, 1941, and later took part in the 
New Guinea, New Britain, Guadalcanal, Bismarck Archipelago, Saipan, 
Guam and Philippines campaigns. With a total of almost four and a half 
years of foreign duty, he holds the American Defense Ribbon with one 
Star, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with seven Battle 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. This 
veteran is a member of the Regular Navy and at the end of his enlistment 
a plans to ship over for another four years. 


ELMO F. RASH 


T/Sgt. Harold Lee Baird, son of Robert Lee and Audrey Lillian Baird, 
was born July 10, 1920, at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Graduating from 
Walnut Ridge High School, he was afterwards engaged as farmer, mer- 
chant, and cafe owner. Enlisting in the Army Air Force February 27, 
1941, he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, later 
attending Air Corps Technical School and A.A.F. Clerical School at Ft. 
Logan, Colorado. After four years’ service In the United States, he was 
sent to Oahu, Hawaii, attached to 498th Bomb Group, February 16, 1945, 
where he remained for over nine months. Sergeant Baird received an 
honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, November 7, 1945. He and his 
wife, Flossie Marie, live in Walnut Ridge with their child. 





HAROLD L. BAIRD 
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T/4 Henley Amos Perrin, son of Arch and Dora Ann Perrin, was born 
August 20, 1911, at Ravenden, Arkansas. He attended Pocahontas High 
School and Arkansas State College at Jonesboro. Entering the Field 
Artillery October 14, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
and later attended Cadre School at Ft. Sill, qualifying for instrument sur- 
vey and postal clerk. He received carbine Marksmanship Medal in De- 
cember 1943, and Good Conduct Medal in November 1944. After serving 
over two years attached to Hq. 8th Regt., F.A.R.T.C., as regimental postal 
clerk at Ft. Sill, he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 
2, 1946. He and his wife, Chloe, live in Ravenden, Arkansas, with their 
children. 





HENLEY A. PERRIN 


Carpenter’s Mate 3/c Thomas Edward Propes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Douglas Propes, was born at Dyersburg, Tennessee, on May 1, 1912, moving 
to Arkansas in 1923. He received his education by attending schools at 
Dyersburg and Imboden, Arkansas, after which he was employed as 
carpenter. Entering the Navy on October 14, 1943, he received boot 
training at San Diego, specializing as carpenter. After serving over eight 
months in ship repair in the United States, he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific on June 21, 1944, participating in the Milne Bay, Finschaven, Hol- 
landia, New Guinea, Tacloban, San Pedro Bay-Olangapo, Subic Bay, and 
Philippine Islands campaigns. Returning to the United States November 
24, 1945, he received an honorable discharge at Memphis, December 4, 
1945. He and his wife, Georgia Alma, live in Imboden with their two 
children. 





THOMAS E. PROPES 


Capt. Clyde John Wilson is the son of Clyde Harry and Ethel Hogan Wilson 
of Blytheville, Arkansas, where he was born on August 28, 1916. After 
completing his education in high school and Air Force technical schools, 
he was a salesman and bookkeeper until entering the Army Air Corps on 
February 22, 1942. He became an aviation cadet and trained at Kelly 
Field, Texas; Goodfellow Field, Texas, and Lubbock, Texas. He was com- 
missioned as a pilot of four-engine aircraft and later became a test pilot. 
After 20 months in this country with the 2nd Air Force, he was sent to 
the European theater and remained overseas for more than 21 months. 
Participating in the Northern France and Rhineland campaigns, he was 
wounded over Oberlschaden, Germany, and was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Air Medal, Certificate of Merit and two Commendations from his 
commanding general. Captain Wilson was released from active duty at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on November 18, 1945. He and his wife, the 
former Edythe Edds, are the parents of one child. 





CLYDE J. WILSON 


Capt. Clifton E. Hood, son of Samuel McKee and Iva Lawfield Hood of 
Blytheville, Arkansas, was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, on June 19, 1921. 
He attended Blytheville High School and entered the Army Air Corps on 
January 23, 1942. Captain Hood received basic training at Kelly Field, 
Texas, and completed his flight training at Cimarron Field, Yukon, Okla- 
homa; Enid Army Flying Field at Enid, Oklahoma, and at Foster Field, 
Victoria, Texas. In August 1943, he was sent to Port Moresby, New Guinea, 
and served with the 9th Troop Carrier Sqdn. and the 68th Troop Carrier 
Sqdn. for 17 months overseas. He took part in the New Guinea, Northern 
Solomons and Bismarck Archipelago campaigns and won the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. He was 
returned to this country and was released from active service at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on August 25, 1945. He and his wife, Mabel Jo, have 
one daughter, Jeanne Ellen. 





CLIFTON E. HOOD 
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JAMES R. HENDRIX 


S/Sgt. James R. Hendrix is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hendrix of Le- 
- panto, Arkansas, where he was born on August 20, 1925. He attended 
the Rivervale, West Ridge and Jernigan schools near Lepanto and entered 
the Army on November 30, 1943. Sergeant Hendrix was assigned to the 
Infantry and completed basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, and 
later became an Infantry squad leader. Arriving in France in October 
1944, he served with the famous 4th Armored Division in the Battle of 
the Bulge and the hard fighting in Germany and France. He is one of the 
most famous of the fighting men of Arkansas, having won the coveted 
Congressional Medal of Honor, our country’s highest military decoration 
for bravery. He has been the subject of many newspaper and magazine 
articles and is nationally known for the feats of heroism that won him 
the highest award that a soldier can receive. Wounded three times, he 
holds the Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters, European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct 
Medal and the Combat Infantryman Badge. This brave soldier served 
eight months overseas, and after two months with the Army of Occupation 
of Germany, he was returned to this country where he was awarded the 
Congressional Medal at the White House in Washington by the President 
of the United States. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Belvoir, Vir- 
ginia, on October 12, 1945, and reenlisted in the Regular Army on November 
7, 1945, at Jonesboro, Arkansas, for three years. 
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Sgt. William Rex Powell was the son of Charlie and Hattie 
Powell of Biggers, Arkansas, where he was born on February 
8, 1915. He attended Biggers High School and completed his 
education at Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas. Sergeant Powell 
entered military service on June 26, 1941, and was sent to Camp 
Polk, Louisiana, for basic training. He served three years in 
the United States and was sent to the European theater in June, 
1944, with the now-famous 7th Armored Division. Landing in 
Scotland, his unit later moved to France and took part in the 
Northern France, Ardennes and Rhineland campaigns. Overseas 
more than six months, Sergeant Powell served faithfully with 
his unit until he died of wounds on December 21, 1944, which 
he had received in action that day. This gallant soldier was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal for his faithful and meritorious 
service and was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. He 
is survived by his widow, Jewell Powell, and their child. 





WILLIAM R. POWELL 


Lt. (j. g.) William Myrt Bennett, Jr., son of William Myrt and 
Nora Myrtle Bennett, was born at Pocahontas, Arkansas, Janu- 
ary 12, 1920. He received his education by attending Biggers 
High School and Arkansas State Teachers College, after which 
he was employed as assistant air traffic controller, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Entering the Navy March 9, 1943, he received boot 
training at Great Lakes Naval Training Station, Chicago, IIli- 
nois, specializing in aviation. After training in the United States, 
he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater in October 1943, par- 
ticipating in campaigns of the Marshall Islands, Truk, Palau, 
Philippines, battle of Philippine Sea (No. 2), Iwo Jima, Okinawa, 
and occupation of Japan. Returning to the United States in 
December 1945, he was honorably discharged at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, February 3, 1946. He lives in Biggers, Arkansas. 








WILLIAM M. BENNETT, JR. 
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‘S/Sg . Earl Enright Renie, son of Joseph Clarence and Eva Renie, was 

born at Reyno, Arkansas, June 17, 1918. He received his education by 

attending Biggers High School, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Entering the Army Air Force January 22, 1942, at Camp Robinson, he 
received basic training at Ft. Warren, Wyoming, qualifying for supply 
N.C.O. He was awarded carbine Marksmanship Medal October 24, 1943. 
After training in the United States for 22 months attached to 1092nd 
Q.M. Co., he landed in England December 15, 1943, and served for almost 
two years in the European Theater of Operations. Sergeant Renie was 

_ honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, December 5, 1945. 
He and his wife, Janie Wanda, live in Reyno with their child. 









EARL E. RENIE 


Pfc. R. F. Ferguson, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Ferguson, Stee | 
of Biggers, Arkansas, where he was born on February 21, 1918. Educated 
at Biggers High School, he was a farmer and clerk for Midwest Piping 
Company at St. Louis, Missouri, until he entered the Marine Corps on 
November 15, 1943. Private Ferguson completed boot training at San 
Diego, California, and then attended the Radio School. He became a special 
investigator for a military police company and was sent to Hawaii in 
October 1944. Overseas 16 months, he saw action at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, 
and won the Presidential Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. He spent six months 
with the Army of Occupation of Japan and then was returned to the 
United States. He was honorably discharged’ at Camp Pendleton, Cali- 


fornia, on March 26, 1946. He and his wife, Theda, have one son. © ~no 


R. F. FERGUSON, JR. 


S/S¢gt. Wilburn Louie Kirk, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kirk, was born 
October 1, 1923, in Biggers, Arkansas. He attended Biggers High School 
and Springfield, Missouri, Business College, afterwards being engaged as 
a clerk and farmer. Entering the Army Air Force March 13, 1944, he 
received basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended Gunnery 
School at Harlingen, Texas, qualifying as Sperry ball gunner on B-24. 
Sergeant Kirk departed November 17, 1945, for Germany, and according 
to last report received was still in the service with the Army of Occupation. 
His wife, Marie, and their child, live in Biggers. 


Nea toten LH. 
WILBURN L. KIRK 


Pfc. Dorman Lo Luter, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Luter, was born in 
AUAHIGAREOOK, Re maas: He attended Middle Brook and Biggers Public 
Schools, afterwards being engaged aN eset go the Ae ee 
~~. i i]..24, 1944, he receive asic training at Camp a f 
Heras ae i harpshooter July 4, nee eines 
to the 1270th Engineers, he departed October DA 1944, for Europe an 
i i eas participated in the Rhineland and Central 
during his 10 months overs p p Hes ee eyaiith rs my 
‘on and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, European ‘Thea- 
ort and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged May 6, 


DORMAN L. L 
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‘Sgt. Shaver L. Dunn is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
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A. M. Dur 
Biggers, Arkansas. Born at Biggers on March 25, 1916, _ 
Biggers High School and Harding Christian College at Searcy Arkansas 
Sergeant Dunn entered the Army Air Corps on May 3, 1943, and received < 


ee, 
his basic military training at Sheppard Field, Texas. He later attended wre 
the Radar School at Drew Field, Florida, and became a supply specialist — 
and motion picture projectionist. He saw two years of service with the 
4144th Army Air Force Base Unit at Muroc, California, and was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 20, 1946. He and 





SHAVER L. DUNN 


Fireman 1/c Erman T. Evans is the son of Mrs. Etta Poindexter of Biggers, 
Arkansas. Born at Biggers on August 5, 1916, he was educated in the 
Biggers Public Schools. Employed as an oiler for the Mississippi River 
Fuel Corporation, he entered the Navy on December 4, 1944. Fireman 
Evans served boot training at San Diego, California, and then attended 
Fireman School. In April 1945, he was sert to the Southwest Pacific 
theater as a member of the crew of the Navy transport U.S.S. General Long- 
fitt (AP 151). Overseas a total of six months, he made trips to the 
Philippines and to Europe. Holder of the American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged at Millington, Tennessee, on October 28, 1945. He and his wife, 
Edith, have four children. 


his wife, the former Wilma Sue Bundren, have one son. 





ERMAN T. EVANS 


2nd Lt. Raymond Erold Sallee, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Sallee, Sr., 
was born at Pocahontas, Arkansas, June 4, 1921. He received his education 
by attending Pocahontas High School, Gulfport Military Academy at Gulf- 
port, Mississippi, and University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. Entering 
the Infantry July 1, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee, later attending Officer Candidate School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, where he specialized for mortar detail. After serving two years 
in the United States, he departed for England May 18, 1944, attached 
to 2nd Bn., 331st Inf., 83rd Div. Lieutenant Sallee was killed in action 
July 11, 1944. He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, and is 


survived by his parents, who live in Pocahontas. 





RAYMOND E. SALLEE 


Fireman 1/c Troy Allen Kirk, son of James Reynolds and Birdie Rutha 
Kirk, was born at Eleven Point, Arkansas, October 16, 1913. He received 
his education by attending Old Reyno Grade School and Biggers High 
School, after which he was employed as farmer, service station operator, 
and employee of Mississippi River Fuel Corporation. Entering the Navy 
April 25, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
later attended Diesel Heavy Equipment and Operators School, where he 
qualified for mechanic. After serving one year in the United States, he 
was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater where he participated in the Oki- 
nawa campaign, serving overseas almost eight months. He was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, December 29, 1945, and lives in Biggers, 
Arkansas, with his wife, Hassel, and their two children. 
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TROY A. KIRK 





of Major McLean were furnished.) 


DANIEL P. McLEAN 





S/Sgt. Floyd Curtis Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Guss Wilson, was born 
February 11, 1915, at Datto, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Datto Grade School and Biggers High School, afterwards being 
employed by the Ruberoid Company in St. Louis. Entering the Infantry 
January 5, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
and after one years’ training was sent to Adaleade, Australia. He par- 
ticipated in Papuan and New Guinea campaigns and was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal, two Battle Stars, Infantry 
Combat Badge, and Southwest Pacific Ribbon. Sergeant Wilson’ was honor- 
ably discharged at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, September 30, 1945, and returned 
to Datto, where he lives with his wife, Vada Mae. 


their child, live in Pocahontas, Arkansas. 





J. D. HAWKINS 


[ 1095 ] 


Maj. Daniel P. McLean, son of Dr. and Mrs. Daniel McLean o 

209 Dougan Street, Blytheville, Arkansas, was born January Se 
1919. He received his education in the Blytheville Public Schools 
and was a graduate of Blytheville High School. He also attended 
University of Arkansas and Arkansas State College. He entered 
the Army Air Corps August 11, 1941, and served in the Carribean 
theater and European theater. Major McLean received the Presi- 
dential Citation and Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal 
with Clusters. (No further details regarding the service record 








FLOYD C. WILSON 


S/Segt. J. D. Hawkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Hawkins, was born Feb- 
ruary 22, 1921, in Reyno, Arkansas. After completing his public school 
education, he attended N.Y.A. Trade School. Entering the Army Ordnance 
(all-Arkansas unit) August 11, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Perry, Ohio, and attended Springfield Trade 
sachusetts, qualifying as machinist. Attache 
he departed November 3, 1944, for France, 
overseas, participated in the Ardennes campaign and battle of Germany. 
He was wounded in action and received the Purple Heart and European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon with one Star. According to last information 
received, Sergeant Hawkins was still in servic é 
and expected to be discharged in June 1946. His wife, Alma Ruth, and 


School at Springfield, Mas- 
d to the 264th Ord. Co. MM, 
and during his six months 


e at Springfield, Missouri, 
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1.—Cpl. Claude V. Jackson, son of 

Claude V. Jackson, Sr., was born Fe 

at Jonesboro, Arkansas. He received his « 

in Jonesboro Grade and High Schools, and 

employed as a salesman until entering the M 


Corps January 7, 1943. He received boot training 2 


g 
at San Diego and attended the A.M.M. Service 
School, Chicago, Illinois, to specialize as an air 
warning plotter. He received his Sharpshooter’s 
Medal February 18, 1943, and after serving eight 
months in the States departed September 15, 1943, 
for the Central Pacific. After serving almost two 


years in this theater, he was honorably discharged at | 
Eagle Mt. Lake, Fort Worth, Texas, December 7, 


1945. 


2.—Maj. Edwin H. Garrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Hunter of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at 
Jonesboro on March 2, 1918. He is a graduate of 
Jonesboro High School and Arkansas State College 
(Jonesboro), and entered military service in 1940, 
attended Command and General Staff Schools at 
Luke Field, Arizona, qualifying as a pilot. After 
three and a half years in this country with the 
Air Foree Proving Ground Command, he was sent 
to the Pacific theater. Overseas 15 months, he 
participated in the New Guinea, Southern Pacific 
and Philippine campaigns, and is the holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with Battle Stars 
denoting his engagements, two Presidential Citations 
and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters. 
He has chosen to remain in the Regular Army. 


3.—T/5 S. L. (Jeff) Alexander, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. C. Alexander, was born at Cash, Arkansas, on 
March 28, 1915. He received his education by at- 
tending Public Schools at Cash, after which he was 
engaged in refrigeration engineering. Entering the 
Corps of Engineers (Combat), on December 8, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 
fornia, qualifying as shovel and crane operator. 
He qualified for expert rifleman January 31, 1944, 
and expert machine gunner in March 1944. Attached 
to 19th Regt., he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater on July 9, 1944, participating in Saipan, 
Okinawa, and Korea campaigns. He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze Service 
Stars, and after serving three months with the 
Army of Occupation, returned to the United States 
on December 24, 1945, receiving an honorable dis- 
charge at Camp Chaffee on January 8, 1946. He and 
his wife, Hazel, live in Jonesboro with their child. 


4.—Capt. Remmel H. Dudley, son of Mrs. R. H. Dud- 
ley, was born on February 22, 1918, at Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, attended the University of Arkansas, 
was an attorney and had seen previous service in 
the National Guard before entering the Marine 
Corps on February 14, 1942. He received boot 
training at Quantico, Virginia, and later attended 
several service schools, specializing in field artillery. 
During two tours of foreign duty, totaling two years 
overseas, he participated in the consolidation of the 
Southern Solomons and the battles of Kula Gulf and 
Iwo Jima. Recipient of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars and a Navy Unit 
Citation, he was retired to inactive status, on Janu- 
ary 27, 1946, at San Francisco. 


5.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c Everette Carroll Harper, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Everett Irving Harper, was 
born December 15, 1924, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
He attended West Junior High School, Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, and Walcott (Arkansas) High School. 
Entering the Navy September 15, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and at- 
tended Machinist’s Mate School at San Diego, quali- 
fying in electric maintenance. Mate Harper departed 
May 1, 1944, with L.C.T. Group 7 for Eniwetok Atoll 
and remained overseas for a year and 10 months. 
After being honorably discharged May 20, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his ‘home in 
Jonesboro. 
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as cook, pigeoneer, a 
for more than a year in the 
1310th Signal Pigeon Compa 
gust 11, 1944, for the European ' 
ations. Overseas for a year and 
participated in campaigns of Cen 
Rhineland, spending three months with the 

occupational forces, and was awarded two. 
Campaign Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. Afte 
being honorably discharged October 16, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Jones- _ 
boro, Arkansas, where he lives with his wfe, Billie, _ 
and their two children. sh 


7.—Sgt. James G. Barlow, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. 
Barlow, was born May 1, 1914, in Brookland, Arkan- 
sas. He attended Jonesboro Public Schools, after- 
wards being employed by the American Handle 
Company. Entering the Army Air Corps April 17, 
1942, he received basic training at Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and attended Oklahoma Air Depot School, 
specializing as cook. Sergeant Barlow served for 
more than a year in the United States with a supply 
squadron before departing June 10, 1943, for the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Oper- 
ations. Overseas for more than two years, he par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of Naples-Foggia and 
Rome-Arno and was awarded Good Conduct Medal, 
European-African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon, 
and two Bronze Service Stars. After being honor- 
ably discharged October 17, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 


8.—Fire Controlman 2/c Paul R. Barlow, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. G. Barlow, was born May 17, 1922, in 
Nettleton, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Public 
Schools, afterwards being employed at St. Louis 
and San Francisco Railroad Company. Entering 
the Navy August 29, 1942, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended Fire Control 
Schools in San Diego and Washington, D. C., quali- 
fying as fire controlman. He departed in January 
1943, for Australia and New Caledonia, remaining 
overseas for three years. After being honorably 
discharged January 15, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to his home in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 


9.—Pfc. Rosco P. Barlow, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. 
Barlow, was born August 15, 1915, in Brookland, 
Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Public Schools, 
afterwards beng employed by the American Handle 
Company. Entering the Army June 23, 1941, he 
received basic training at Camp Roberts, California, 
qualifying as rifle sharpshooter and heavy machine 
gunner. Private Barlow served in the Field Artillery 
and departed December 6, 1941, for Hawaii and the 
Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for three 
and a half years, he participated in Asiatic-Pacific 
campaigns and was awarded Asiatic-Pacifie Service 
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Good Conduct Medal, 
and American Defense Service Ribbon. After being 
honorably discharged June 5, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 


10.—Cpl. Thomas Allen Barlow, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. G. Barlow, was born January 21, 1924, in Nettle- 
ton, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Public Schools, 
afterwards being employed by City Water and 
Light Plant Company. Entering the Marine Corps 
June 12, 1942, he received boot traning at San Diego, 
California, qualifying as rifle marksman and gunner, 
first class. Serving with the 2nd Marine Division, 
he departed in October 1942, for New Zealand, and 
remained overseas for more than two years, par- 
ticipating in action at Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Islands; 
at Betio, Tarawa Atoll; and at Saipan and Tinian, 





1097 ] 


[ 





June 








11.—Robert S. Cohen, son of Dr. and Mr Oe aks om 
Cohen of 212 East Nettleton Street, Jonesboro, 


Arkansas, was born May 24, 1919. He attende 
Jonesboro Schools and was a graduate of Jonesboro 
High School. He also attended Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, Nashville, Tennessee, and the University of 
Arkansas Medical School. He completed his medical 
training and received his commission. He entered 
the service July 1943. No further details are avail- 
able. ; 


12..T/Segt. Charles Adrian Lee, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oliver Newton Lee, Sr., of Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
was born at England, Arkansas, on October 14, 
1920. After completing his education at Jonesboro 
High School and the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles, he was connected with the 
Los Angeles Civil Service Commission and the 
Federal Public Housing Authority until entering 
the Army on October 17, 1942. Sergeant Lee re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Campbell, Kentucky, 
with the 12th Armored Division and attended Wash- 
ington and Jefferson College at Washington, Pen- 
nsylvania where he became an administrative spe- 
cialist. Arriving with the 12th Armored Division 
in the European theater in September 1944; he saw 
action with this unit throughout the Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns and was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, 
Victory Ribbon and the Certificate of Merit. While 
overseas he attended the City Universitaire at Paris, 
France. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Meade, 
Maryland, February 21, 1946. 


13.—T/4 William Holt Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oliver Newton Lee, Sr., of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was 
born at DeValls Bluff, Arkansas, on October 15, 
1918. He attended Jonesboro High School and the 
Los Angeles City College at Los Angeles, California, 
before entering military service on August 13, 1941. 
Sergeant Lee was assigned to the Engineers and 
almost immediately was sent to Alaska, where he 
received basic training. He took part in the Aleutian 
campaign and remained in the Aleutians and Alaska 
until June 1944. Returning to this country, he 
was sent to Okinawa in February 1945, after service 
with the 802nd Engineer Aviation Bn. Overseas a 
total of 41 months, he has seen action in both the 
Aleutian and Ryukyus campaigns and holds the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon with Clasp, 
Good Conduct Medal and medals for his marksman- 
ship with the rifle, carbine and machine gun. He 
was honorably discharged at Ft. MacArthur, Cali- 
fornia, on October 16, 1945. 


14.—T/4 Dwight L. Lee, son of S. H. and Anna Lee, 
was born January 22, 1908, at Rush Creek, Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1909. He attended Jonesboro 
Grade and High Schools and Arkansas State Teach- 
ers College, after which he was employed as sales- 
man for Miller-Crenshaw Co. and Puryear Meyer 
Grocery Co. Entering the Army Ordnance March 
11, 1944, he received basic training at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Maryland, specializing for depot 
and supply clerk and qualifying as rifle marksman. 
After serving over nine months in the States at- 
tached to 49th Ordnance MM Co., he departed De- 
cember 14, 1944, for New Guinea, taking part in 
the campaigns of New Guinea and Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. He was awarded World War II Victory 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon and one Bronze 
Star, Meritorious Service Unit Award, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After spending four months 
with the Army of Occupation in Japan, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, February 
11, 1946. He and his wife, Mary, live in Jonesboro 
with their child. 


15.—Cpl. Sidney E. Lee, son of Mrs. Anna Lee of 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at Jonesboro on 
April 1, 1921. He attended Jonesboro High School 





Spring High School and Arkansas State College 
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overseas was attache 
holds the American IOP 
African-Middle Eastern _ 

Good Conduct Medal, and \ mn 
November 19, 1945, at Sheppan 
and his wife, Thelma Charlestine, 
of two children. . 


16.—Capt. Phillip E. Hynson, son of Carri iy 
and the late Lawrence M. Hynson of Jonesboro, Ark 
ansas, was born at Mammoth Spring, Ar as, 
on January 27, 1920. He was educated at Mammoth 












rt mes 
at Jonesboro before entering the Army Air Forces 
on November 8, 1941. Captain Hynson was trained 
at Kelly Field, Perrin Field and Brooks Field, Texas, 
and at Pine Bluff and later attended the Army and 
Navy Engine School at Hartford, Connecticut. In 
December, 1943, he was sent to the European Thea- 
ter of Operations. Overseas nine months, he served ‘ 
with the Air Force in Italy and saw 57 combat : 
missions, taking part in the raids on Vienna, Ploesti, 

Bucharest, Munich and Corsica. Holder of the Air 

Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, Presidential 

Unit Citation, American Theater Ribbon, European 

Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars and the 

Victory Ribbon, he has reenlisted for two more 

years’ active service with the Air Corps. 


17.—Maj. Frank Leon Treadway, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Fielder Treadway of Camden, Ark- 
ansas, was born in Paragould, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Paragould High School, John Brown College, 
and National Radio Institute, afterwards being em- 
ployed as electronics technician and manager-owner 
of a home appliance sales and service busness. 
Entering the Signal Corps April 17, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, and 
attended Radar School, qualifying as radio officer, 
port signal officer, and pistol sharpshooter. Major 
Treadway served for more than four years in the 
United States with the Transport Radio Branch, 
Port Signal Office, San Francisco Port of Embarka- 
tion, Ft. Mason, California. After being honorably 
discharged June 30, 1946, at Camp Beale, California, 
he returned to Jonesboro, where he lives with his 
wife, Virginia, and their son. 


18.—S/Segt. Harold Cole Treadway is the son of Mrs. 
Erla Mae Treadway of Jonesboro, Arkansas. Born 
at Paragould, Arkansas, on January 17, 1919, he 
attended Jonesboro High School and Arkansas State 
College before entering the Army on January 6, 
1941, serving with the Arkansas National Guard. 
He took basic Coast Artillery training at Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, and then was sent to the Quartermaster 
School at Camp Lee, Virginia. Sergeant Treadway 
became a supply sergeant and in August 1941, was 
sent with his unit to Dutch Harbor, Alaska. He 
remained overseas for 11 months and was returned 
to this country. He then served with the 1322nd 
Service Command Unit for the remainder of his 
military career. Sergeant Treadway is the holder 
of the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon with one 
Bronze Star and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
honorably discharged at Ft. George G. Meade, Mary- 
land, August 12, 1945. He and his wife, Maxine, 
have three children. 


19.—T/Sgt. Marvin Craig Treadway, son of Mrs. Erla 
Mae Treadway of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born 
at Paragould, Arkansas, June 1, 1921. He attended 
Jonesboro High School and was an electrician and 
mechanic until entering military service on De- 
cember 31, 1941. Sergeant Treadway was assigned 
to the Signal Corps and received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas. He later attended the Radio 
Mechanic and Operator School at Scott Field, Illi- 
nois, and became a radio repair expert. In Sep- 
tember 1942, he arrived with his unit, the 72nd 
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Sas, Ws 
March 11, 1918. He graduated from Jonesboro High 
ool and entered military service on April 17, 
Assigned to the Medical Corps, he completed 
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1.—Lt. James G. McDaniel, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James G. McDaniel of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was 
born at Weiner, Arkansas, on April 20, 1921. After 
completing his education at J onesboro High School, 
the University of Colorado and the University of 
Arkansas, he was employed as a tie and timber 
inspector, prior to entering military service on 
February 26, 1942. He received basic training at 
New Orleans and his flight training at Pensacola, 
Florida, and Corpus Christi, Texas, winning his 
commission on November 1, 1942. During his two 
and a half years of foreign duty in the North 
Atlantic, he saw extensive action, including par- 
ticipation in the sinking of several enemy sub- 
marines. He was reverted to inactive status on 
November 22, 1945, at New York City. 


2.—-Electrician’s Mate 2/c Henry Lippert, Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. B. P. Lippert, was born at Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, on April 23, 1922. After completing his 
education at Jonesboro High School, he was employed 
by the St. Louis Southwestern Railroad before 
entering the Navy in August 1942. Sent to San 
Diego, California, for basic training, he later at- 
tended Samuel Gomper’s Trade School at San Fran- 
cisco, California. After four months’ training, Mate 
Lippert was sent to Australia and the Philippine 
Islands. During the three years he was overseas 
he was attached to the U.S.S. Mingo and Griffin and 


participated in the battle of the Coral Sea and Leyte | 


Gulf. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal, Philippine 
‘Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon, and medals denoting proficiency 
with the rfle and pistol, he received an honorable 
discharge on December 15, 1945, and lives in Jones- 
boro, with his wife. 


3.—Parachute Rigger 1/c Robert W. Cannon, son 
of Beulah Virginia and Imon Jesse Cannon, was 
born June 4, 1924, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He 
attended Jonesboro High School and Ouachita Col- 
lege. Entering the Navy March 13, 1943, he received 
poot training at Farragut, Idaho, and attended Para- 
chute Rigger’s School at Corpus Christi, Texas, 
qualifying as parachute rigger. After serving for 
two years in the Naval Air Corps in the United 
States, he departed March 1, 1945, for San Juan. 
Puerto Rico, and remained overseas for nine months. 
After being honorably discharged December 17, 
1945, at Nashville, Tennessee, he entered the Georgia 
School of Technology. He makes his home in 
Jonesboro with his wife, Jane Ellen, and their child. 


4.—Seaman 1/c Gerald E. Veal, son of Jeff D. Veal, 
was born at Newport, Arkansas, on August 9, 1912. 
He attended the Barette (Arkansas ) Schools and was 
employed as a truck driver until entering the Navy 
on December 22, 1943. He received basic training 
at the Naval Training Station, San Diego, California, 
and specialized in engine building in a utility squad- 
ron until he was transferred on December 28, 1944, 
to Shelton, Washington as a naval bus driver. After 
22, months in the service, he was honorably discharged 
on October 21, 1945, at Nashville, Tennessee. Sea- 
man Veal and his wife, Viola, are the parents of 
three children. 
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35th 1 Hospital and_ after two years in 

‘country was sent to the European theater in 
mber 1944. Captain Treadway saw action in 
he Normandy and Rhineland campaigns, serving as 
a battalion surgeon’s assistant. He served one month 
with the Army of Occupation in Germany and then 
was sent to Japan, where he served six months. 
Overseas a total of 18 months, he holds the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Meritorious Service 
Plaque. He was placed on inactive duty at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 11, 1946. 
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5.—Seaman 1/c William M. Gregson, son of Mrs. 
Willie Gregson, was born at Brookland, Arkansas, 
on. November 20, 1906, and was engaged in farming 
prior to entering the Navy on November 17, 1943. 
After receiving basic training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, he went to sea and saw action in the South 
Pacific area. Overseas 16 months, Seaman Gregson 
participated in three campaigns and holds the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars. He was honorably discharged from _ the 
service on October 28, 1945, at Millington, Ten- 
nessee. 


6.—S/Set. Wallace Howard Cleveland, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James S. Cleveland of Jonesboro, Arkan- 
sas, was born on March 30, 1914, at Grubbs, Ark- 
ansas. He attended Jonesboro High School and 
Arkansas State College Training School before 
entering the Army Air Forces on September 23, 
1942. He completed basic training at the Blythe- 
ville Army Air Field and then attended Mechanic’s 
School at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and Gunnery 
School at Harlingern, Texas, and became a flight 
engineer and gunner. Sergeant Cleveland was sent 
to Foggia, Italy, in December 1948, and saw action 
in the Rome-Arno, Po Valley, Balkans, Rhineland, 
Normandy and Southern France campaigns. On 
March 3, 1944, his plane was shot down in Italy and 
he was seriously wounded. Taken prisoner by the 
Germans, he spent 14 months as a prisoner of war, 
and was imprisoned in Stalag 5B, Stalag Luft 4 
and Stalag Luft 2. He was liberated by the Rus- 
sians on May 1, 1945, and was returned to this 
country. Overseas a total of 18 months, he was 
awarded the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, 
Air Medal and European Theater Ribbon. Sergeant 
Cleveland was honorably discharged at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas, October 6, 1945. 


7.—T/5 Atwood J. Bell, son of Ruth and Aaron 
Samuel Bell, was born April 20, 1923, at Jonesboro, 
Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Grade and High 
Schools, after which he was employed as railway 
engine and crew dispatcher. Entering the Corps 
of Engineers April 14, 1943, he received basic train- 
ing at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and after at- 
tended Army Administrative School. After com- 
pleting his training in the United States, he de- 
parted November 18, 1943, attached to 700 Engr. 
Pet. Co. for India, where he served for over two 
ears. He was_ honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, February 14, 1946. 


8.—Seaman 1/c John A. Bell, son of Ruth and 
Aaron Samuel Bell, was born July 14, 1920, at 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Jonesboro Public Schools, afterwards 
being employed by the Jonesboro Coca-Cola Com- 
pany. Entering the Navy February 21, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego. After com- 
pleting his training in the United States, Seaman 
Bell departed in March 1942, for the South Pacific 
theater where he participated in the campaigns of 
Coral Sea, Midway, invasion of Guadalcanal and 
surface engagements aboard U.S.S. Minneapolis 
and U.S.S. Meade. After serving 16 months over- 
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s me fter serving 
tates for more than two years 
hed to- uartermaster Corps and the Mili- 
if >, he departed April 1, 1941, for Trinidad, 
tish West Indies, and served overseas more than 
three years. Sergeant Ishmael was awarded the 
American Theater of Operations Ribbon, American 
Defense Ribbon with ‘Clasp, and Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged August 


81, 1945, at Camp Beale, California, he returned 
to Jonesboro. 


10.—S/Sgt. Leroy Brownlee, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leroy Brownlee of Joiner, Arkansas, was born Janu- 
ary 11, 1920, in Bassett, Arkansas. He attended 
Shawnee High School and Arkansas State College. 
Entering the Military Police July 7, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Livingston, Louisiana, 
qualifying as anti-tank gunner and receiving Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal and Expert Infantry Badge. After 
serving for two years in the United States with 
the Military Police, Sergeant Brownlee departed 
August 29, 1944, for New Caledonia, and served 
overseas for more than a year. He participated in 
the Iwo Jima campaign and received the Good 
Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and 
American Theater of Operations Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged January 26, 1946, at 
Camp Chaffee, he returned to Jonesboro, where 
he lives with his wife, Betty Lou. 


11.—Pvt. Gerald L. Ishmael, son of Mrs. and Mrs. 
George T. Ishmael, was_born December 25, 1924, in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro High 
School. Entering the Army October 4, 1943, he 
received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, quali- 
fying as light machine gunner and marksman. After 
serving in the United States for eight months with 
the A.R.T.C., Private Ishmael departed May 21, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations. He 
served overseas nearly two years, participating in 
the campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Ar- 
dennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe, and was 
awarded the Victory Ribbon, European Theater 
Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, and the Croix de 
Guerre. After being honorably discharged March 
26, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he re- 
turned to Jonesboro. 


12.—M/Set. Albert L. Gray, Jr., son of Bonnie Lee 
and Albert L. Gray, Sr., was born April 12, 1918, 
in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Valley View 
High School. Entering the Infantry August 1, 1941, 
he received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, 
and qualified in the use of all Infantry weapons. He 
served in the United States with the 2nd Division 
and the 103rd Division and departed October 6, 
1944, for France, remaining overseas for a year and 
three months and participating in campaigns of 
Rhineland and Central Europe. Sergeant Gray was 
seriously injured in a vehicle wreck on July 19, 
1945, while serving in Germany, and was hospitalized 
until April 16, 1946. He was awarded Combat In- 
fantryman’s Badge, Bronze Star, Good Conduct 
Medal, Unit Meritorious Plaque, and Service Rib- 
bons. After being honorably discharged April 16, 
1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Bonnie Mae, 
and their daughter. 


13.—Seaman 1/c Leonard Elvis Gray, son of Bonnie 
Lee and Albert Lee Gray, was born in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas. He attended Valley View High School. 
Entering the Navy January 5, 1948, he received 
boot training in Idaho and attended service schools 
ijn San Diego, California. Seaman Gray departed 
April 7, 1948, for duty in the South Pacific Theater 
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Elmo L. Ellis, son of William and Edna 
of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at Lake 
City, Arkansas, on December 16, 1918. He at- 
tended Philadelphia High School and was employed 
as an assistant manager in a grocery store and 









inspector in the Buick plant at Flint, Michigan, until 


entering military service on December 29, 1943. He 
completed basic training at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
and then attended the Parachute School at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and later Radio School in France. 
Arriving in the European theater in August 1944, 
he served with Co. E, 508th Parachute Infantry of 
the famed 82nd Airborne Division throughout the 
Battle of the Bulge until he was severely wounded 
on December 29, 1944. Holder of the Purple Heart, 
Combat Infantryman Badge, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion, Good Conduct Medal and the European Theater 
Ribbon with three Battle Stars, he was returned 
to this country for hospitalization and was_honor- 
ably discharged at Percy Jones General Hospital 
Center at Ft. Custer, Michigan, on May 21, 1945. 
He and his wife, Barbara C. Ellis, are the parents 
of two daughters. 


15.—Seaman 1/e Walter Darr Ellis, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. W. Ellis of Jonesboro, Aransas, was born 
June 30, 1927. He attended J onesboro Public Schools 
and Flint (Michigan) High School and was later 
employed by Jonesboro Builders Supply Company. 
He volunteered for the Navy September 23, 1944, and 
received boot training at San Diego, California. 
Seaman Ellis was transferred to Shoemaer, Cali- 
fornia, and then back to San Diego, before going to 
the Hawaiian Islands, where he received training 
at the Amphibious School, qualifying as a signal 
man. He served in the South Pacific and participated 
in the battle for Okinawa and was entitled to wear 
the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, Victory Ribbon and the 
American Theater Ribbon. Seaman Ellis returned 
to the States and was honorably discharged at Mil- 
lington, Tennessee, July 2, 1946. 


16.—Pfe. Alfred Franklin Turner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fergus Wasson Turner, was born September 
24, 1923, in Manila, Arkansas. He attended West 
Grade School and Jonesboro High School, after- 
wards being employed by Court Square Drug Store, 
Kroger’s Grocery, and Press-Scimitar newspaper. 
Entering the Infantry June 13, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, where 
he was awarded Sharpshooter’s Medal. He serve 
for nearly two years in the United States with Co. 
A, 68rd Inf., 6th Army, 6th Division, before depart- 
ing July 15, 19438, for the Southwest Pacific Theater 
of Operations. Overseas for a year and a_ half, 
Private Turner participated in campaigns at Sansa- 
por, New Guinea, Maffin Bay, and Lingayen Gulf at 
Luzon, Philippine Islands. He was killed in action 
January 27, 1945, at Cabaruan, Luzon, and was 
posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal, Com- 
bat Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Purple Heart, being cited for gallantry in action. 
Funeral services were conducted in San Fabian 
Cemetery, but Private Turner was later moved to 
Santa Barbara Cemetery in Luzon. He was a mem- 
ber of the Walnut Street Baptist Church of Jones- 
boro, and is survived by his parents, who live in 
Jonesboro. 


171 Bie Raymond Dwaine Moma, Sr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Burt H. Moma of 1112 Rains Street, Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, was born May 30, 1904, in Illinois. 
He attended Weiner Public Schools and was a 
mechanic prior to entering the Army Air Force 
October 14, 1943, and received basic training at 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. He was qualified as an 
airplane mechanic and served as crew chief and 
pulled inspection on engine build-ups. He qualified 
as a sharpshooter with the carbine. He served two 
and eight months in the States with the 2115th 


years i 
Base Unit at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. _ Private 
Moma was honorably discharged June 19, 1946, 
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at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, 
Pauline, have six children. " 


(18.—Sgt. Robert C. Williams, son of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. John R. Williams, was born at Cordova, 
Tennessee, on November 24, 1906. After completing 
his education in the Greenfield, Arkansas, schools, 
he was employed as a truck driver prior to entering 
military service on March 7, 1942. Sent to Ft. Sill 
and Ft. Reno, Oklahoma, for basic training with the 
Quartermaster Corps, he specialized in truck driving 
and mechanic work. On October 25, 1942, he sailed 
with his unit on the first of two overseas tours of 
duty which carried him to the South Pacific and 
China-Burma-India theaters during the next three 
years, serving, among other places, in Honolulu, 
the Borabora Islands and New Caledonia. For 
meritorious service he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific and China-Burma-India Theater Ribbons 
with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, and 
the Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Williams was 
honorably discharged from the service on October 
28, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
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19.—Cpl. Johnie Dan Williams was born at Green- 
field, Arkansas on October 26, 1917. After com- 
pleting his education in the Collierville (Tennessee) 
and Eads (Tennessee) High Schools, he entered 
military service on March 21, 1941, and received 
basic training as a driver and gunner in the Field 
Artillery at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. After three 
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1.—Cpl. Ernest Wayne Barkley, son of Mrs. Mamie 
Lee Barkley, was born at Monette, Arkansas, on 
October 21, 1922. After graduating from high 
school at Lake City, Arkansas, he was employed 
as a heavy truck driver until entering military 
service on January 16, 1943. Following basic train- 
ing at Camp Maxey, Texas, he was assigned to duty 
as a heavy truck driver. On February 11, 1944, he 
sailed for England, and during his 23 months of 
overseas service saw extensive service with Battery 
C, 250th Field Artillery, including the Normandy, 
Northern France, Central Europe, Rhineland and 
Southern France campaigns. He was awarded the 
American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
a Sharpshooter’s Medal (light machine gun) and the 
Expert’s Award for proficiency with the rifle. He 
was honorably discharged from the service on De- 
cember 1, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


2.—Pfe. William Lloyd Barkley, son of Mrs. and 
Mrs. William Harrison Barkley of Jonesboro, Ark- 
ansas, was born at Monette, Arkansas, on Decem- 
ber 7, 1925. He attended the Lake City schools 
and was employed as a millwright by the Jonesboro 
Builders Supply Company before entering the 
Marine Corps on February 26, 1944. He completed 
boot training at San Diego, California, and became 
a carpenter shop operator. In July 1944, he was 
sent to the South Pacific theater with his unit, the 
9th Anti-aircraft Artillery Battalion. Private Bark- 
ley served throughout the fighting on Iwo Jima, 
Tinian and Okinawa, and holds the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars. According 
to last report received he was still serving with 
the Marine Corps in the Pacific theater. 


3.—Segt. Felix J. Booten, son of Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
vey J. Booten, was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
November 1, 1917. He received his education by 
attending Pleasant Grove Public Schools, afterwards 
being employed as salesman for Hill Ice and Fuel 
Co., Jonesboro, and by the Timken Detroit Axle 
Co., Detroit, Michigan. Entering the armed forces 
November 7, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Custer, Michigan, qualifying for motor sergeant. 
After serving one year attached to Co. C, 519th 
Military Police Bn., he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater December 27, 1944, where he par- 
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duct Medal, he was honorably discharg 
tember 24, 1945, at Camp Atterbury, ni 
20.—Radarman 2/e George L. Williams, was ia 
August 25, 1925, at Harrisburg, Arkansas. He 
received his education by attending Jonesboro 
Grade, Junior and Senior High Schools. He entered 
the Navy on February 18, 1948, and received boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, afterwards attending 
Pacific Beach Gunnery School and Pacific Fleet 
Radar Center, qualifying for radar Opere tae: After 
serving in the United States for eight months, he 
departed for the South Pacific theater on October 
5, 1943, participating in Gilbert-Islands, Iwo Jima, 
and Okinawa campaigns. He was aboard the U.S.S. 
Mannert L. Abele which was sunk off Okinawa by 
enemy suicide planes on April 12, 1945. Radarman 
Williams received the American Theater Ribbon, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and World War II Victory 
Ribbon. Returning to the United States on May 
16, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Shoemaker, 
California, December 1, 1945. He lives with his 
wife, Joyce Dolories, at Jonesboro. 
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ticipated in the Philippine and Ryukyus Islands 
campaigns. Sergeant Booten was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon. Returning to the 
States January 20, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, January 27, 1946. He and 
his wife, LaVerne, live in Jonesboro, with their 
child. 


4.—Cpl. Cleamon Ellis Barkley, son of Mrs. Mamie 
Lee Barkley, was born at Lake City, Arkansas, on 
October 19, 1918, graduated from high school there 
and became a skilled carpenter. Previously called 
to service in January 1941, and sent to Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, for basic training with his unit, the 206th 
Field Artillery (A.A.), and later attended Artillery 
Service School. On August 11, 1941, he sailed for 
the Alaskan sector, and was stationed at Dutch 
Harbor when that post was bombed by the Japanese. 
Corporal Barkley also served as a Paratrooper and 
as a physical education instructor at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. He wears the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, American Defense Service Ribbon 
with one Battle Star and the Expert’s Award for 
rifle, machine gun, pistol and carbine. He was 
honorably discharged from the service at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on July 11, 1945. 


5.—Pvyt. Freddie Black, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jessie 
Black, was born at Rock Hill, Arkansas, and entered 
military service on June 13, 1941. He received his 
basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and 
after two years of service in this country, he was 
sent to the South Pacific area and served with his 
unit, the 63rd Infantry, 6th Division, at Maffain Bay 
and Sansapor. Overseas 18 months, he wears 
the American Theater Ribbon, American Defense 
Service Ribbon and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements. 
He was honorably discharged on October 12, 1945, 
at Camp Robinson. 


6.—Pfe. Otis P. Hager, son of Charlie and Betty 
Hager, was born at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, Au- 
gust 6, 1918, and attended the public school at 
Pugh, Lawrence County, before taking up farming. 
He entered the Infantry October 6, 1942, and re- 
ceived basic training in Hawaii. He embarked for 
the Philippine Islands November 19, 1942, attached 
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I Victory Ribbon, Sica Cond 
_ Arrowhead, Philippine Liberati 


Ridge. 


7.—Pvt. Louie E. Bruner, Jr. son of Mrs. Ollie 
Martha Bruner, was born at Cleara, Oklahoma, on 
December 13, 1921. He received his education in the 
Dennison (Texas) and Walnut Ridge (Arkansas) 
schools, prior to entering the Coast Artillery on 
September 1, 1942. Sent to Camp Stewart, Georgia, 
for basic training, he was assigned to the Anti- 
aircraft as a motor mechanic. After one year in 
this country, he arrived in the European theater 
with his unit, the 377th AAA Bn. Overseas 27 
months, he participated in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central European 
campaigns, receiving the American Theater Ribbon, 
European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably 
discharged from the service on November 18, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


8.—T/5 Wallace Nicholas, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Nicholas, was born June 3, 1925, at Clover Bend, 
Arkansas. He entered the Armed Forces October 
14, 1943, receiving basic training at Ft. Knox, Ken- 
tucky, qualifying as tractor driver. Attached to 
539th Amphibian Tractor Bn., he departed October 
16, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He received 
Expert Medal for use of Thompson sub-machine 
and was awarded the Philippine Liberation, Amer- 
ican Defense, Asiatic-Pacific, and World War II 
Victory Ribbons, and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 
8, 1946. He and his wife, Lula Mearl, live in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, with their children. 


9.—Pfe. Walter Kennard Holman, son of Mrs. 
Mamie Jane Holman, was born November 27, 1922, at 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Jonesboro Junior and Senior High Schools. 
Entering the Marine Corps October 16, 1942, he 
received boot training at San Diego and by attend- 
ing Marine Corps Signal School, qualified in com- 
munications personnel and telephone. Private Hol- 
man departed from the United States February 18, 
1943, for American Samoa, and was later sent to 
Saipan, participating in action against the enemy 
at Okinawa, Ryukyus Island, April 1 to April 14, 
1945. He also spent two months with the Army 
of Occupation at Nagasaki, Japan. He qualified 
for rifle sharpshooter and was awarded the Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
one Star, World War II Victory Ribbon, and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After serving two years over- 
seas, he returned to the United States December 
24, 1945, and was honorably discharged at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, January 17, 1946. 


10.—Pyt. Paul E. Black, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Black of 216 West Johnson, Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
was born June 16, 1925. He attended Rock Hill 
and Jonesboro schools and worked for a soft drink 
company for one year. He was inducted into the 
Field Artillery December 1944, and received his 
basic training at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. No 
eee details were furnished regarding his service 
record. 


11.—Gunner Specialist 2/¢c Walter Darling, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Darling, was born at Newport, 
Arkansas, receiving his education in the Newport 
Public Schools and was employed by the United 
States Engineers at Memphis before entering the 
Navy on March 16, 1944. He received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and later was sent to 
Gunnery School, Barber’s Point, Oahu, Hawai. He 
served meritoriously in this area for a total of 
18 months, returning to the United States on No- 


vember 7, 1945. In addition to his theater and cam- 


on Ribbon, Asiat ic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service 
Star and served two months with the Army of 
Occupation. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, January 1, 1946, and now resides at Walnut 


_ Conrad was honorably discharged on Novembei 
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prior to enteene militar 
basic Infantry training, Ser cater, | 
to duty as a mail clerk at Ft. Ord 

two years of service in this cou 


pene 
rad was sent to Guam in July ny for a : 
18 months. Returning to this country, C 


1945, at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


13.—S/Sgt. Walker E. Conrad, son of Thomas H. 
Conrad of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was. born at Jones- 
boro (Route 2) on March 12, 1923. He attended the 
Jonesboro schools and was employed by the Craig- 
head County Hatchery until entering military ser- 
vice on August 11, 1943. He received his training 
as an aerial gunner at Harlingen, Texas, and 
Pueblo, Colorado, and after one year in this country 
was sent to England. After several months of 
combat service, his plane was shot down over Merse- 
berg, Germany, on November 26, 1944, and he was 
wounded and taken prisoner by the Germans. He 
was liberated on April 2, 1945, by the Allied forces 
and was returned to the United States. Holder of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 
four Oak Leaf Clusters and the Order of the Purple 
Heart, he was honorably discharged on October 
10, 1945, at Kennedy General Hospital, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 


14.—S/Sgt. Paul Judkins Logan, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles M. Logan, was born at Alicia, Arkan- 
sas, on November 238, 1905, and graduated from 
high school there. He later attended Arkansas 
State College, Jonesboro, Arkansas, and entered 
the Army on May 19, 1942, reporting to Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, for basic training, at the com- 
pletion of which he was assigned to the 324th 
Basic Training Squadron at Minter Field, California. 
After two years’ service in the United States, 
Sergeant Logan arrived in England with his com- 
mand early in 1944, and, during the subsequent 12 
months, participated actively in the general air 
offensive against German-held Europe and in Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and 
Central Europe campaigns. His meritorious service 
won for him the Good Conduct Medal, Presidential 
Unit Citation and the European Theater Ribbon 
with six Battle Stars. After serving for one month 
with the Army of Occupation of Germany, Sergeant 
Logan returned to the United States and was honor- 
ably discharged on October 16, 1945, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri. 


15.—T/4 Tom B. Logan, son of Charles M. and 
Alberta M. Logan, was born November 18, 1920, 
at Alicia, Arkansas. He attended the Walnut Ridge 
High School and Jonesboro Business College after 
which he was employed as mail clerk at Lockheed 
Aireraft Corp., Burbank, California. He entered 
the Medical Corps October 20, 1942, to receive basic 
training at Ft. Lewis, Washington. He then at- 
tended the Fitzsimmons General Hospital Service 
School, Denver, Colorado, qualifying for surgical 
technician. Attached to 136th Infantry, he left the 
United States July 8, 1943, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater and participated in the New Guinea, Luzon, 
and Philippine Island campaigns. He was awarded 
the World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and two 
Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
and one Bronze Star and Meritorious Unit Award 
(Hq. 33rd Inf. Div. 45) and one Gold Star. Ser- 
geant Logan spent three months with the Army of 
Occupation in Japan and received his honorable 
discharge December 20, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. 
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fic offensive and was wounded 
il Cobb was awarded the Asiatic- 
ice er Ribbon with two Battle Stars and 
Purple Heart. He was honorably discharged in 
ornia on March 12, 1946. :- 


Pfc. Douglas A. Cobb, son of Mrs. Nora Lee 
Cobb, was born February 26, 1924, at Gurdon, 
Arkansas. He entered the Field Artillery July 26, 
1943, receiving basic training at Camp Adair, Ore- 
gon. After serving 18 months in the United States 
attached to 882nd F.A. Bn., 70th Division, he 
departed January 18, 1945, for the European Thea- 
ter of Operations and took part in the campaigns 
of Central Europe and Germany. Private Cobb 
spent one month with the Army of Occupation, 
returning to the States July 10, 1945, and he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, 
January 29, 1946. He lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 


18.—T/5 Lawrence L. Hudson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Delmar Hudson, was born in Randolph County, 
September 9, 1921. He received his education by 
attending Ravenden Public School after which he 
was employed as deckhand on a towboat. Entering 
the Army on May 22, 1943, he received basic training 
at Camp Polk, Louisiana. After training one year 
with Co. A, 536th Amphibious Training Bn., he was 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater on June 7, 1944, 
and participated in the campaigns of Leyte, Oki- 
nawa, Shemi, and Ryukyus. He was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal, World War II Ribbon 
and Bronze Star Medal. He was honorably dis- 


er 
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1.—Pfce. Gail S. Cullum, son 
of Monette, Arkansas, was 
Arkansas, on January 23, 1922, and attended 
Monette High School prior to entering military 
service on January 16, 1943. He received basic 
training at Camp Callen, California, and after three 
months in this country, was sent overseas as a 
member of Battery C, 54th Training Battalion. 
Overseas 30 months, Private Cullum served in the 
Marshall Islands campaigns and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged on October 31, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Pauline Thelma, 
have one child. 


2.—Pfc. Virgil S. Grant, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie 
S. Grant of Monette, Arkansas, was born at Monette 
on May 10, 1913. After completing his education he 
engaged in farming until entering military service 
on January 27, 1941. Sent to Ft. Warren, Wyoming, 
for basic training, he later received specialized train- 
ing in the Medical Corps Schools at. Denver, Colo- 
radio. After three and a half years in this country 
as a member of the 6th Division and later attached 
to several station hospitals, he arrived overseas 
with his unit, the 9th Armored Division in Sep- 
tember 1944, and participated in various engage- 
ments, including the Battle of the Bulge, being 
wounded and captured by the Germans in the latter 
battle, and. was held prisoner until he was liberated 
on April 22, 1945, by the Russian Army, and re- 
turned to this country. Holder of the Purple Heart, 
he was honorably discharged on October 5, 1945, 
at the Army-Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs. 
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i ; Le Pat we si yer Zy 
s, Jr., Son_of Mr. SE: 
avis, Sr., was born February 13, 1924, 
rkansas. “He attended Jonesboro Senior 
Entering the Army April 21, 1943, 
at f Ft. Bragg, North Caro- 
lina, spending four and a half months in Field Ar-— 
tillery Basic Training and serving for six months 
as supply clerk, six months as veterinary technician, 
and three months as truck driver, light. He quali- 
field as carbine marksman. Attached to the Quar- 
termaster Corps, Private Davis departed December 
10, 1944, for the European Theater of Operations, 
and remained overseas for a year and four months, 
participating in the Rhineland campaign and spend- 
ing nearly a year with the Army of Occupation, 
where he supervised German civilians in laundry 
work, machinery operation, and clerical duties. 
He was awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, two Overseas Bars, American 
Theater Ribbon, and European-African-Middle East- 
ern Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star. After 
being honorably discharged April 22, 1946, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home 
in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 








20.—Pharmacist 2/c Wayne Douglas Davis, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Franklin Davis, was born 
March 1, 1925, in Biggers, Arkansas. He attended 
Jonesboro High School and Arkansas State College, 
afterwards being employed as clerk for J. C. Penney 
Company and as rodman on survey party for 
Forcum-James Company. Entering the Navy Sep- 
tember 13, 1943, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California, and attended Hospital Corps 
School at San Diego; Clerical Procedures School at 
Norman, Oklahoma, and X-ray School at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, qualifying as clerical technician 
and X-ray technician. He served for two years and 
nine months in the Navy Hospital Corps. Upon being 
discharged, he returned to Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Dona Lee. 


116 


3.—Pfc. Sidney Thomas DeBrock, son of Mrs. Re- 
becca Overall, was born at Jonesville, Louisiana, 
October 16, 1915, moving to Arkansas in 1924. He 
received his education by attending Lake View, 
Arkansas Public School, after which he was en- 
gaged in farming. Entering the Engineer Corps 
on March 10, 1944, he received basic training at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, later attending special training 
school at Camp Pickett, Virginia, where he quali- 
fied for demolition and truck driver. Attached to 
2809th Engineer Petroleum Distribution Co., he was 
sent to Europe on January 3, 1945. Private DeBrock 
qualified as rifle sharpshooter and received World 
War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. Returning 
to the United States on January 8, 1946, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, January 19, 
1946. He and his wife, Betty, live in Lake City, 
Arkansas, with their three children. 


4.—Cpl. Cecil C. Duncan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dun- 
ean of Route 3, Lake City, Arkansas, was born 
at Lake City on February 9, 1918. After com- 
pleting his education in the Lake City schools, 
he engaged in farming until entering military 
service on January 16, 1943. Sent to Ft. Warren, 
Wyoming, for basic training in the Quartermaster 
Corps, he later transferred to the Army Air Corps. 
After five months in this country, Corporal Duncan 
arrived with his unit in the China-Burma-India 
theater where he was engaged for 28 months. Par- 
ticipating in two campaigns, he was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Distinguished Unit Badge and Good Conduct 
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6.—Set. Lewis A. Carter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 


Anderson Carter, was born September 18, 1924, in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Nettleton, Ark- 
ansas, School, afterwards being employed by Nettle- 
ton Ice Company. Entering the Signal Corps De- 
cember 9, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Kohler, Sacramento, California, and attended Pole 
Line School, qualifying as pole lineman for radio 
and as expert with rifle, carbine, and sub-machine 
gun. Sergeant Carter departed May 16, 1946, for a 
year and nine months of overseas duty in the 
European Theater of Operations. He participated 
in campaigns of _ Germany, Norway, Denmark, and 
France, also serving in Wales, England, and Sweden, 
and spent eight months with the Army of Occupa- 
tion. He was awarded European Theater Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Occupation 
Ribbon, American Service Ribbon, and Good Con- 
duct Medal. After being honorably discharged June 
4, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he returned to 
his home in Nettleton, Arkansas. 


7.—1st Lt. Jack N. Burge, son of Dr. and Mrs. H. G. 
Burge, was born September 4, 1923, in Sulphur 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended Nettleton High School 
and Arkansas State College. Entering the Air 
Corps May 12, 1942, he received basic training at 
Aviation Cadet Center, San Antonio, Texas, and 
attended Parks Air College, East St. Louis, Illinois; 
Army Basic Flying School, Independence, Kansas, 
and Advanced Flying School, Eagle Pass, Texas, 
qualifying as. pilot. Lieutenant Burge served with 
the 1st Troop Carrier Command, 78th Troop Car- 
ried Squadron, 435th Troop Carrier Group, and 316th 
Troop Carrier Group and departed November 2, 
1948, for England. Overseas for a year and eight 
months, he participated in the invasions of Nor- 
mandy, France, Northern Italy, and Southern 
France; airborne invasion of Holland; Battle of the 
Bulge; crossing of the Rhine, and the supplying of 
troops through Germany. He was awarded the Air 
Medal with four Clusters, European Theater Rib- 
bon with seven Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion with two Clusters, and French Citation for 
evacuation of French prisoners from Germany. 
Lieutenant Burge was still in service at last report 
received, and expected to be discharged in 1947. 
His wife is the former Betty Jean Dees. 


8.—Capt. Marion S. Burge, son of Dr. and Mrs. H. G. 
Burge, was born November 4, 1907, in Shelbyville, 
Arkansas. He attended Arkansas State College at 
Jonesboro, receiving a B.S.E. degree in 1933, and was 


later engaged as public school administrator and 


athletic coach. Entering the Air Corps May 8, 1942, 
he received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and attended Information and Education 
Training Schools at Washington & Lee University, 
Lexington, Virginia. He qualified in administra- 
tion and as machine gun expert, carbine sharp- 
shooter, and pistol marksman. Captain Burge served 
for three and a half years in the United States with 
Army Air Force P.D.C. headquarters and departed 
August 29, 1945, for Saipan. Overseas for five and 
a half months, he was awarded Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, and two Personal Commendations. After 
being honorably discharged April 27, 1946, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Nettleton, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Jewell, and their child. 


in Conway, Arkansas. 
eton High School, Arkansas State 
ng ol, and Arkansas State College, after- 

eing engaged in restaurant and mechanical 
rk. A member of the National Guard from Oc- 


re tober <15)81934) untill: 1996,‘ he entered the Naval 


- Reserve December 16, 1948, and receiving boot train- 
ing at Farragut, Idaho, qualifying as Diesel engine 
mechanic. Mate Gibson served for a year in the 
United States and departed November 18, 1944, for 
the Philippine Islands, remaining overseas for a 
year. After being honorably discharged December 
7, 1945, at Terminal Island, California, he returned 
to Conway, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Frieda, and their two children. 


10.—Seaman 1/c Marshall Lemeal Turman, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Burl Turman, was born at Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, April 20, 1917. He received his 
education by attending Union Grove Rural School, 
after which he was employed as carpenter. Enter- 
ing the Navy on February 25, 1944, he received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho. After training in 
the United States he was sent to the South Pacific 
area on September 15, 1944, and participated in 
campaigns in the Asiatic-Pacific theater. He re- 
turned to the United States December 21, 1945, and 
was honorably discharged at Memphis, January 
15, 1946. He and his wife, Imogene, live in Nettle- 
ton, Arkansas, with their two children. 


11.—S/Sgt. James C. Henderson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Henderson, was born at Lake City, 
Arkansas, on May 19, 1921, attended Nettleton 
(Arkansas) High School, and was then employed 
as a mechanic at the Jonesboro Municipal Airport 
prior to entering military service on January 16, 
1948. He was assigned to the Air Corps and re- 
ceived his basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, 
later attending Airplane Mechanics’ School. After 
two years in this country, Sergeant Henderson ar- 
rived overseas in England and served as an aerial 
engineer and gunner with the 8th Air Force. Over- 
seas 10 months, he participated in the general west- 
ern air offensive and the battles of Normandy, 
the Rhineland, and Central Europe. Among the 
decorations he holds are the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and the Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clus- 
ters. He was honorably discharged on September 
7, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his 
wife, Bessie are the parents of one child. 


12.—Pfe. Odell W. Millican, son of Mrs. Mary A. 
Millican, was born September 18, 1921, at Bards- 
town, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Shawnee High School, Joiner, Arkansas, 
after which he was engaged in farming. Entering 
the Army, 792nd M.P. Co., January 29, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Maxey, Texas, 
specializing in police work. After serving 18 months 
in the United States, he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater March 4, 1944, where he served for 
almost two years with the 792nd Military Police 
Company. Private Millican qualified for sharp- 
shooter and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and American Theater and Victory Ribbons. He 
received an honorable discharge at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, January 15, 1946, and lives in 
Nettleton, Arkansas. 


13.—T/5 Willie J. Millican, son of Mrs. Mary Athe- 
line Millican, was born at Evadale, Arkansas, March 
11, 1919. He received his education by attending 
Shawnee High School, Joiner, Arkansas, after 
which he was engaged in farming. Entering the 
Anti-aircraft September 30, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Hulen, Texas, qualifying for 
truck driver and power plant operator. After 14 
months’ training in the United States, he was 
sent to the South Pacific area December 4, 1943, 
where he participated in the campaigns on New 
Guinea. After serving over two years overseas, 
he returned to the United States January 17, 1946. 
He qualified as a sharpshooter and_ was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
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was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
26, 1946, and lives in Nettleton, A’ kansas. : 


14.—Pfe. Avery V. Henderson, son of Chris E. 
Henderson of Nettleton, Arkansas, was born at 
Jonesboro on May 6, 1923. He graduated from 
Nettleton High School and attended Arkansas State 
College, Jonesboro, for a time before his entrance 
into the Army on August 1, 1941. Following basic 
training at Camp Roberts, California, he was 
attached to the 550th Field Artillery Battalion as 
a truck driver and mechanic, remaining in the 
United States for almost a year before being sent 
with his unit to Alaska on May 26, 1942. He served 
in this area for almost two years, returning to the 
United States on April 21, 1944. Remainng in the 
States until February 26, 1945, Private Henderson 
again departed for the war zone, this time being 
sent to the European theater. He served in the 
Rhineland campaign and spent an additional two 
months with the Army of Occupation in Europe. 
Returning to America, he was honorably discharged 
on October 6, 1945, at Camp Swift, Texas. 


15.—Cpl. Elmo A. Barnett, son of Bessie Bell and 
Ernest Grady Barnett of Nettleton, Arkansas, was 
born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, on June 1, 1923. He 
attended Nettleton High School and was engaged 
in farming until entering the Army on March 11, 
1943. Corporal Barnett completed basic training at 
Ft. Lawton, Washington, and was assigned to duty 
with the Transportation Corps. After four months 
in this country, he was sent to North Africa in 
September, 1943, and saw more than two and a half 
years of foreign service. He has served in the 
European theater, the China-Burma-India theater 
and the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Corporal Barnett 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
sas, on February 20, 1946. 


16.—Pfe. John O. Barnett, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest G. Barnett, was born at Nettleton, Arkansas, 
on February 5, 1919, receiving his education in the 
Ridge (Arkansas) school and entered military service 
on August 26, 1941. After basic training at Ft. 
Monmouth, New Jersey, he was assigned to the 
Signal Corps, being assigned during most of his 
time in service to the 255th Signal Company. Pri- 
vate Barnett served two overseas tours of duty, first 
spending almost a year in the Asiatic Pacific thea- 
ter, then going to the European theater for an 
additional 18 months of service. It was in the latter 
area that he saw the greatest amount of combat 
action, being engaged in the campaigns of Nor- 
mandy, Ardennes, Central Europe and in the Rhine- 
land, during the last year of the war. He received 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with four Battle Stars and a Marksman- 
ship Medal, and was honorably discharged from 
service on November 28, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri. 
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Army of couse being awarded « B 
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in service. His wife, Lula Dean, lives in Net 


18.—Cpl. Aubrey Allen Hester is the son of 
and Leola Hester of Jonesboro, Arkansas, where ~~ 
he was born on April 6, 1921. He entered the | 
military service on August 10, 1942, and was as-— . 
signed to the Quartermaster Corps. Corporal Hes- 

ter received basic training at Keesler Field, Mis- 
sissippi, and became a mechanic. In December 1943, 

he was sent to England with his unit, the 2097th oe 
Quartermaster Truck Co. Corporal Hester saw 20 | 
months of overseas service in the European theater 
and was then honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, on December 5, 1945. He and 
his wife, Emma Nell, have one daughter. 


19.—S/Segt. D. C. Hester, son of Marvin and Leola 
Hester of Jonesboro, was born at Rector, Arkansas, 
on October 9, 1915. He attended the Bono High 
School and was then engaged in farming until 
entering the Army on November 30, 1942. Sergeant 
Hester served his basic training period at Camp 
Maxey, Texas, and became a member of the 102nd 
Infantry Division at Camp Maxey. He served as a 
rifleman and section chief and won the Expert 
Infantryman Badge and the Sharpshooter Medal for 
the rifle. A veteran of more than three years 
service, he was honorably discharged at Ft. Dix, 
New Jersey, on February 17, 1946. He and his 
wife, Gladys Neomi, are the parents of two daugh- 
ters. 


epee three 


20.—T/4 William Leon Hester, son of Isaac Marvin 
and Leola Hester of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born 
on October 22, 1918, at Rector, Arkansas, and 
graduated from Bono, Arkansas, High School. 
He entered military service on November 8, 19389, 
and, after basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
was assigned to an Artillery unit. He qualified as 
a technician, fourth grade, upon the completion of 
special instruction in instruments, crating and 
boxing, and was sent to Africa with his organization 
on October 24, 1942. During his two years of for- 
eign service, Sergeant Hester participated in the 
Naples-Foggia, Tunisian, Algeria-French Morocco, 
Sicilian and Rhineland campaigns. For his meritori- 
ous service he was awarded the Good Conduct Rib- 
bon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Rib- 
bon, Silver Star, and the American Defense Ribbon. 
He received an honorable discharge at Camp Chaf- 
fee, Arkansas, on June 17, 1945. 





-2.—Ship’s Cook 2/e Herman Ray Hardin, son of — 


Eliza Jane and William Ivory Hardin, was born 
March 16, 1925, at Herman, Arkansas. He con- 
cluded his education at the Nettleton High School, 
entering the Navy March 10, 1948. After boot 
training at Farragut, Idaho, he was sent to the 
Southwest Pacific September 21, 1943, with the 
U. S. Naval Argus No. 13. He participated in the 
campaign of the Admiralty Islands and received 
one Battle Star. In connection with his entering the 
service, the following letter from his former mathe- 
matics and science teachers, is quoted: “This letter 
testifies to the good conduct, excellent ability, and 
the ambitious attitude toward his work, of Herman 
Ray Hardin, a former pupil in the Nettleton High 
School. He was popular among his fellow pupils 
and gave evidence of a successful completion of his 
school work, ’till that was interrupted by his en- 
listment in the Armed forces of the United States. 
Should be decide to continue his school work on 
the termination of his service, he should receive 
every encouragement from the government and from 
institutions seeking to partially compensate our 
boys for the enforced interruption of their work.” 


3.—Electrician’s Mate 2/ce William L. Clark, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Clark of Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
was born at Jonesboro on May 13, 1909. He attended 
the Jonesboro schools and entered the Navy on 
April 4, 1944. He received his boot training at San 
Diego, California, qualifying for electrician’s duties, 
and after two months in this country, was sent to 
the Pacific theater. Overseas 17 months, he par- 
ticipated in both the Solomon and Philippine Islands 
campaigns and received the American Theater and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons, with Battle Stars. 
He was honorably discharged on November 1 Es 
at Millington, Tennessee. He and his wife, Pearl, 
have three children. 


4.—Ist Lt. David Bruce Coleman, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Bruce Coleman, Sr., was born January 
15, 1925, in Monette, Arkansas. He attended Jones- 
boro High School, Aero Industries Technical Insti- 
tute, and Arkansas State College. Entering the 
Army Air Corps June 1, 1943, he received basic 
training at Kearns, Utah, and attended Navigation 
School at Hondo, Texas, qualifying as B-24 naviga- 
tor. Lieutenant Coleman departed November ies. 
1944, for Spinozola, Italy, and remained overseas 
for seven months. He served in the European Thea- 
ter of Operations and was captured by the Germans 
when forced down on a raid to Blechhammer, Ger- 
many, December 16, 1945. He was awarded the 
European Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars 
and was honorably discharged N ovember 17, 1945, at 
San Antonio, Texas, returning to his home in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Euels Roach is the son of Lee and 
Loretta Roach of Tuckerman, Arkansas, where he 
was born on March 22, 1919. Upon entering the 
Navy he was sent to Camp Perry, Virginia, for 
boot training and later attended special schools at 
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“Seas more than a year, he saw action in the Oki- 
nawa and Iwo Jima campaigns and was honorably 
discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on November 
16, 1945. He and his wife, Myrtle, have one daughter. 


6—Ist Lt. Elbert B. Mills, son of George and 
Minnie Lee Mills of Harrisburg, Avena! was 
born at Lepanto, Arkansas, on July 29, 1918. He 
completed his education at the Lepanto High School 
and enlisted in the Regular Army on August Pai 
1935. Lieutenant Mills received his first training 
at Ft. McClellan, Alabama, and was later trans- 
ferred to the Tank Destroyers, where he completed 
the Tank Destroyers Officer Candidate School and 
was commissioned as a platoon leader. Arriving with 
his unit, the 602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion, in the 
European theater in July, 1944, he saw action in the 
fighting of the Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land and Central Europe campaigns and earned the 
Bronze Star Medal, European Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars and the American Defense Service 
Ribbon. Overseas nearly a year, he also holds 
the Expert Rifleman Badge. He was placed on 
‘inactive duty at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on No- 
vember 9, 1945. He and his wife, the former Doro- 
thy Smith, have three children. 


7.—Sgt. Eddy Powell, son of Mr. and Mrs. Osear 
Powell, was born at Black Oak, Arkansas, on April 
14, 1919, and after completing his education at 
Monette (Arkansas) High School, was engaged 
in farming until his entrance into the Army on 
August 26, 1941. Sent to Ft. Eustis, Virginia, for 
basic training, he later attended Radar Schools at 
Ft. H. G. Wright (New York) and at Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts. After four years as chief radar operator 


with the 242nd Coast Artillery, he was honorably. 


discharged on October 13, 1945, at Camp Beale, 
California, and returned to his home at Black Oak, 
where he lives with his wife, Margaret, and their 
uns agate Michael Eddy and Thomas Willis 
owell, 


8.—Shipfitter 3/c Ruben Joseph N eiswander, son of 
Mrs. Ellis Neiswander of Marked Tree, Arkansas, 
was born at Parkin, Arkansas, on November 3, 1913. 
He attended the Marked Tree schools and was 
employed as a welder at the Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
Navy Yard and by the Arkansas Power and Light 
Company, until entering the Navy Seabees on Oc- 
tober 23, 1943. Trained at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
he attended the Automatic Rifle School and in 
May 1944, he was sent to the South Pacific theater 
and remained overseas a total of 19 months. Ship- 
fitter Neiswander saw service at the battle for Iwo 
Jima and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with one Battle Star. He was honorably 
discharged at Millington, Tennessee, on December 
14, 1945, after serving eight months on Iwo Jima. 
His wife is Loda Neiswander. 


9.—Capt. Herbert Henderson Hill, son of William 
C. and Mary H. Hill of Imboden, Arkansas. Born 
there on March 31, 1921, he graduated from Helena 
High School and attended Arkansas State Teachers 
College at Conway. Employed as a bookkeeper for 
_the Lewis Supply Company at Helena, he entered 
the Army Air Corps on March 28, 1942, and was 
sent to Kelly Field, Texas, for his basic training. 
Captain Hill received his flight training at Corsicana, 
Sherman and Waco, Texas, and at Avon Park, Flor- 
ida. Commissioned as a pilot, he was sent to Europe 
in October 1943, and saw 16 months of overseas 
service with the 336th Bomb Group (medium), fly- 
ing 65 combat missions. He took part in the Nor- 
mandy, Northern France and Germany campaigns 
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Jaritime Service on November 
ee! aa s trained at St. Petersburg, Flor- 
lda, and attended Cadet School there and Marine 
 Officer’s School at New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
_ became a marine Diesel engineer. Attached to the 
y Army Transportation Corps, he was sent to the 
Island of Leyte in the Philippines in December 
1944, and served over five months overseas. Holder 
of the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, he was dis- 
charged at New Orleans, Louisiana, on September 
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8, 1945. He and his wife, Vernene, have one child. 


_11.—Fireman 1/c William Douglas Scott, son of 
Mrs. Ethel Davis, was born April 17, 1911, in Mis- 
SISSIppl, Moving to Arkansas in 1916. He attended 
Jonesboro Schools, afterwards being engaged as 
an automobile mechanic. Entering the Navy Sea- 
bees December 14, 1941, he received boot training 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, and attended service schools 
at Providence, Rhode Island; Springfield, Illinois, 
and Norfolk, Virginia. Departing April 4, 1942, for 
the South Pacific islands, he remained overseas for 
a year and 10 months and sustained an injury in 
action. After receiving a medical discharge Septem- 
ber 1944, at Santa Cruz, California, he returned to 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Orilla Clauson. 


12.—T/5 Wade Hampton James, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy James, was born at Walnut Ridge, Ark- 
ansas, January 30, 1919. He received his education 
by attending Pocahontas High School, State Teach- 
ers College, and Arkansas State College at Jones- 
boro, after which he taught school for two years, 
and was employed as fireman for two years at the 
Walnut Ridge Air Base. Entering the Signal Corps 
January 14, 1944, he received basic training at Camp 
Swift, Texas, and Camp Murphy, Florida, spe- 
_cializing as lineman. Attached to 24th and 26th 
Signal Battalions, he was sent to the European 
theater on November 1, 1944, where he served in 
Central Europe, Rhineland, and the Ardennes. He 
received the Good Conduct Medal, European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon, and three Battle Stars and 
after spending three months with the Army of 
Occupation, received an honorable discharge at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 7, 1945. He 
and his wife, Vera Marie, live in Walnut ‘Ridge 
with their daughter. 


13.—Parachute Rigger 1/c Jewel F. Tirey is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Graham of Tuckerman, Ark- 
ansas, where he was born on July 26, 1923. He 
was educated in the Tuckerman schools and enlisted 
in the Navy on December 2, 1940. After serving 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, he was sent 
to the Parachute Rigger’s School at Corpus Christi, 
Texas. In August 1944, he was sent to the South 
Pacific theater and remained overseas for /17 
months. He saw action at Saipan, Guam, Iwo Jima, 
and Okinawa, and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with four Battle Stars, the Bronze 
Star Medal, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct 
Medal. Veteran of more than five years of service, 
he was discharged on July 25, 1946. 


14.—T/5 William Oscar Duren, son of Mendy and 
Horace Duren’ of Newport, was born at Melbourne, 
Arkansas, on October 2,'1910. He was employed 
as a foreman and in the plant protection depart- 
ment of the Ford Motor Company until entering 
the military service on November 5, 1943. He had 
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ntil he was seriously wounded on 

» In Belgium. Holder of the Euro- 

ter Ribbon with one Battle Star and the 

e Heart, he was honorably discharged on April 

1945, at Percy Jones General and Convalescent 
k, Michigan. 


15.—Watertender 2/c Clarence Marion Lockwood, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence C. Lockwood, was 
born June 18, 1922, in Smithton, Arkansas.’ He 
attended schools in Arkadelphia, Arkansas; Shreve- 
port, Louisiana; and Delight, Arkansas, graduating 
May 28, 1939. He received boot training at San 
Diego and San Pedro, California, and went to sea 
March 25, 1940. He was killed in action on the 
U.S.S. Oklahoma December 7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor. 
He is survived by his parents, who live in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 


16.—T/5 William Edgar Jones, son of Gertrude and 
Edgar Jones, was born November 3, 1912, in New- 
port, Arkansas. He attended Newport School, after- 
wards being employed as a lineman. Entering the 
Infantry, 80th Division, May 8, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Wheeler, Georgia. He de- 
parted December 12, 1944, for Germany, and re- 
mained overseas more than a year, participating in 
one campaign and three major battles. He spent 
seven months with the Army of Occupation and 
was awarded three Battle Stars. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 23, 1946, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, he returned to Arkansas, where 
he makes his home with his wife, Winnie, and their 
two children. 














17.—Pharmacist 3/e Harry 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Adams, 
1926, at Newport, Arkansas. 
Schools. Entering the Navy in August 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, and 
attended traning schools at San Diego, Corpus 
Christi, and Memphis. According to last informa- 
tion received he was still in service. His home is in 
Newport, Arkansas. 


Mack Adams, son of 
was born August 4, 
He attended Newport 


18.—EM 3/c Luney B. Breckenridge, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. B. S. Breckenridge of McFadden, Arkansas, 
was born at Beedeville, Arkansas, on May 6, 1909. 
He attended the McFadden schools and was em- 
ployed as a mail carrier and radio service man until 
entering the Navy on March 16, 1944. He received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and became 
an electrician. Assigned to the U.S.S. Sumtes, he 
arrived in the South Pacific area in May 1944, and 
Saw one year of foreign duty, taking part in the 
fighting on Saipan and in the Philippines. Holder of 
the American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Rib- 
bon and the Philppine Liberation Ribbon, he was 
honorably discharged at the Naval Hospital, Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, on September 25, 1945. He and 
his wife, Dely Jane, have two children. 


19.—AMM 1/c George Jernigan Heard is the son of 
Walter and Cora Heard of Newport, Arkansas, 
where he was born on July 31, 1911. He completed 
his education at Newport High School and Arkansas 
College at Batesville and was engaged in the oil 
business until entering the Navy in March 1942. He 
completed boot training at San Diego, California, 
and became a combat air crewman. After two and 
a half years in this country and one year in the 
Aleutian Islands, during which he took part in the 
battle for Attu, he was honorably discharged on 
September 20, 1945, at the Naval Air Station, Mil- 
lington, Tennessee. 


20.—M/Sgt. John Paul Heard, son of Cora Mae and 
Walter Lewis Heard, Sr., was born at Newport, 
Arkansas, August 8, 1917. He attended Newport 
High School, after which he was employed by the 
New York Life Insurance Company at Little Rock. 
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1.—Lt. Guy W. Pitts, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Pitts, Sr., of Jonesboro, Arkansas, where he 
was born on November 20, 1917. He graduated 
from Jonesboro High School in 1937 and attended 
Arkansas State College. Employed with his father 
at the Pitts-Baldwin Music Company, he entered the 
Naval Air Corps on January 29, 1942. After com- 
pleting basic training at Pensacola, Florida, he 
received his flight training at Virginia Beach, 
Virginia; Norfolk, Virginia; Banana River, Florida, 
and Quonset Point, Rhode Island. He was com- 
missioned as a pilot, of PBM flying boats and was 
sent to the Caribbean area as a member of VP 
212 (Naval Air Sqdn.). Overseas 18 months, he 
returned to the United States and was released 
from active service on October 10, 1945, at Seattle, 
Washington. His wife is the former Jeanett Fields. 


2.—Pfce. LaVell Altman Scarborough, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chester Searborough, was born at Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, February 15, 1915. He received his edu- 
cation by attending Arkansas State College, after 
which he was employed by the Berger Furniture 
Company as salesman and linoleum mechanic. En- 
tering the Army Ground Force, Glider Infantry, 
on November 20, 1942, he received basic training 
at Camp Roberts, California, and by attending Code 
School qualified in radar communications. After 10 
months’ training, he left the United States Septem- 
ber 4, 1943, attached to 401st Glider Inf., 101st 
Airborne, for England. Private Scarborough par- 
ticipated in Normandy, Northern France and, Rhine- 
land campaigns and Battle of the Bulge, being 
wounded in action three times. He received Expert 
Medals for use of the rifle, carbine, light machine 
gun, Browning automatic rifle, and 60 MM mortar. 
For meritorious service he was awarded the Purple 
Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters, European Thea- 
ter Ribbon with four Bronze Stars, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge, Glider Badge, Presidential Citation, 
and Citation from General Eisenhower. Returning 
to the United States May 29, 1945, he was honorably 
discharged at Van Nuys, California, September 21, 
1944. He lives in Jonesboro with his wife, Captola. 


3.—Seaman 1/c Avery Jackson Childs, son of Nellie 
Pearl Maxwell, of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born 
January 10, 1913. He received his education in the 
Blytheville Public Schools. Entering the Navy May 
21, 1944, he received boot training in San Diego, 
California. Complete details of Seaman Childs’ 
service record were not furnished. 


4.—Set. Herbert Jefferson Childs, son of Nellie 
Pearl Maxwell of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born 
June 23, 1917. He is a graduate of Blytheville High 
School and entered the Army Air Corps April 19, 
1940. He received his basic training at Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and was later sent to the Aleutian 
Islands. No further details of Sergeant Childs’ 
service record were furnished. 


5.—Cpl. Curtis Elza Turner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Monroe Turner, was born at Jonesboro, Ark- 
ansas, September 20, 1921. He received his education 
by attending Philadelphia High School and was 
afterwards employed as a mechanic. Entering the 
Army Air Corps on October 18, 1942, he received 
basic training at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Later 
he attended Ground Airplane Mechanics’ School and 
qualified for aerial engineer. Corporal Turner re- 
ceived Expert Medal for his proficiency in the use 
of the rifle and pistol and also received the Good 
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Conduct Medal. After serving three years in t 
Corps, he reenlisted October 21, 1945, at D 
Delaware. His wife is the former Mable Morri 


6.—Pfc. Carl D. Hooten, son of Amma and Jhone — 
Hooten of Forrest City, Arkansas, was born May ~ 
24, 1914, in Maulden, Missouri, moving to Arkansas 
in 1915. He attended grade school, afterwards being 
employed as a coal miner. Entering the Army June 
6, 1942, he received basic training at see, Grant, 
e was 
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- assigned to Medical Detachment, 119th Infantry, 
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and departed April 6, 1944, for a year and four 
months of overseas duty. Private Hooten par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Northern France, Rhine- 
land, Ardennes, and Central Europe and was awarded 
four Bronze Service Stars and the Good Conduct 
Medal. After being honorably discharged October 
15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Para- 
gould, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Elsie 
Faye, and their two children. 


7.—Seaman 1/e Roy Leonard Turner, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. M. Turner, was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
September 9, 1914. He received his education by 
attending Philadelphia High School, after which he 
was employed as assistant embalmer for Farmers 
Union Funeral Home. Entering the Navy April 3, 
1944, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. After over two months’ training in the 
United States, he was sent to Pearl Harbor on June 
10, 1944, and served in the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
for almost 18 months. He was awarded the Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. Returning to the United States December 
3, 1945, he was honorably discharged at Millington, 
Tennessee, December 12, 1945. He and his wife, 
Erma Lee, live in Jonesboro with their child. 


8.—Cpl. Nolan A. Turner, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Turner, was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, December 
1, 1922. He received his education by attending 
Philadelphia High School. Entering the Army Air 
Corps on December 1, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, later attendng 
Motor Maintenance School and qualifying for truck 
driver. After training seven months with the 20th 
Station Complement Squadron Ordnance, he was 
sent to England on July 8, 1943. Corporal Turner 
served in Normandy and Northern France with the 
“Red Ball Express,” receiving wounds in action. He 
qualified as expert with the following weapons: 
rifle, carbine, and Browning automatic rifle. After 
serving over two years, he returned to the United 
States August 2, 1945, and among other decora- 
tions, was awarded the European Theater Ribbon 
with three Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart. He 
reenlisted at New Orleans on October 17, 1945. 


9.—Shipfitter 2/c Hays Houston Spradley is the son 
of Ebb and Nora Spradley of Blytheville, Arkansas. 
Born at Blytheville on April 12, 1945, he attended 
Blytheville High School and entered the Navy Sea- 
bees on August 3, 1943. Shipfitter Spradley served 
his Naval training at Camp Peary, Virginia; Camp 
Endicott, Rhode Island, and Camp Holliday at Gulf- 
port, Mississippi. In May 1944, he was sent to the 
South Pacific theater with the 133rd Naval Con- 
struction Battalion and remained overseas 19 months. 
He saw action in the invasion of Iwo Jima and also 
saw service in Hawaii. He was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Shoemaker, California, on April 3, 1946. 
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10.—Pvt. Th 
—r Thor 
nein Ghai di 1, 19 
ansas, Februa 4, Lolo 
cation by attending Philadelphia High § | z 
which he was employed as sh P foreman for the 
Great Southern Bus Company. Entering the Army 
Air Corps September 6, 1944, he received basic ri 
training at Amarillo, Texas. After serving 15 months 
in the Air Corps, he was honorably discharged at 
Scott Field, Illinois, December 15, 1945, and re- 
turned to Jonesboro where he lives with his wife, 
Ethel, and their two children. ; 


11.—Pfe. Joseph Earl Sterling, son of Mrs. Myrtle 
White Sterling, was born April 28, 1918, in Para- | 
gould, Arkansas. He attended Paragould High 
School, afterwards being employed as grocery clerk, 
shipping clerk, and soft drink bottle machine oper- 
ator. Entering the Medical Corps January 5, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Gruber, Okla- 
homa, and attended Medical School, qualfying as 
surgical and orthopedic technician. He received 
Sharpshooter’s Medal for use of the carbine and 
rifle and Expert’s Medal for the pistol. After 
serving in the United States with the 32nd Evacua- 
tion Hospital, 16th Brigade, 15th Corps, he de- 
parted February 15, 1944, for the European Theater 
of Operations. Overseas nearly a year, he par- 
ticipated in campaigns of Normandy, Northern 
France, and Rhineland and was awarded Victory, 
American Theater and European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal, and four 
Battle Stars. As surgical technician and ward- 
master, he gave inoculations, kept records, did cast- 
ing work, help set fractured bones, took care of 
surgical instruments, and served as infantry aid 
man at front lines. He was injured in line of duty 
October 19438. After being honorably discharged 
December 2, 1945, at Camp Gruber, he returned to 
Paragould, where he lives with his wife, Mary Jo, 
and their child. 


12.—Pfe. Benjamin M. Kim, son of Mrs. Mary Kim, 
was born in Paragould, Arkansas. After completing 
his education, he was employed as soda dispenser. 
Entering the Infantry September 13, 1948, he re- 
ceived basic training at Camp Fannin, Texas, quali- 
fying as rifleman. After serving for six months in 
the United States with a Replacement Unit, he 
departed April 6, 1944, for Europe. Overseas a year 
and nine months, he participated in campaigns of 
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, and the 
Rhineland, and was awarded Combat Infantry 
Badge, American Theater, European Theater and 
Victory Ribbons, Good Conduct Medal, and four 
Bronze Campaign Stars. Private Kim was _ honor- 
ably discharged January 14, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and returned to his home in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. 


13.—Cpl. Joseph Francis Kim, son of Mrs. Mary P. 
Kim, was born in Paragould, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Blessed Sacrament School in Jonesboro, 
afterwards being employed as soda dispenser and 
clerk at Royal Pharmacy Drug Store and posting 
clerk at Mercantile Bank in Jonesboro. Entering the 
Medical Corps March 12, 1943, he received basic 
training at Camp San Luis Obispo, California, quali- 
fying as clerk, general, and medical technician 
(medical noncommissioned officer). After serving 
for a year in the United States with the 102nd 
Evacuation Hospital, he departed April 6, 1944, for 
England and the European Theater of Operations. 
Overseas a year and nine months, he participated 
in campaigns of Normandy, Northern France, Ar- 
dennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland and was 
awarded five Bronze Campagn Stars, Good Conduct 
Medal, Unit Citation, European Theater and Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbons, and the Victory Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged December 21, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his 
home in Jonesboro. 


14.—Cpl. Ray A. Shreeve, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Everett B. Shreeve of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was 
born at Jonesboro on November 7, 1918. He com- 
pleted his education at Jonesboro High School and 
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Germany, on March 20, 1945. 1 
his country, Corporal Shreeve awe 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Asiatic-P 

ter Ribbon with one Battle Star, the 
Theater Ribbon with three Battle Stars, 
Order of the Purple Heart (awarded posthumo: 
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15.—Pfe. Roy J. Shreeve, son of Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
B. Shreeve of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at 
Jonesboro on November 7, 1918. He completed his 
education at Jonesboro High School and was em- 
ployed by the Coca-Cola* Bottling Company until 
entering the service on January 6, 1941. Sent to 
Ft. Bliss, Texas, for basic’ training, he later at-~ 
tended the University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, 
as an aviation cadet. After nine months in this 
country, he arrived in the Aleutian Islands for a stay 
of two years with the 206th Coast Artillery (anti- 
aircraft). Returning to this country, Private Shreeve 
went overseas a second time and served with the 
97th Infantry Division in the Rhineland and Central 
European campaigns. Overseas a total of 33 months, 
and holder of the Combat Infantrvman’s Badge, . 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal and _ Sharpshooter’s 
Medals, he was honorably discharged on October 7, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


16.—Electrician’s Mate 1/e Ernest F. Roush, son of 
Mr..and Mrs. Otis Adam Roush of Blytheville, 
Arkansas, was born January 1, 1910, in Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1931. He attended Potosi 
High School, graduating in 1928, after which he 
was engaged in electrical work. Entering the Navy 
April 21, 1944, he received boot training at San 
Diego, California. He departed October 8, 1944, for 
the Pacific Theater of Operations and remained 
overseas for more than a year, participating in 
campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa, being in the 
sixth wave of the Iwo Jima invasion. After being 
honorably discharged January 8, 1946, at Millington, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Osceola, Ark- 
ansas, where he lives with his wife, Naoma, and 
their son. 


17.—S/Segt. Emeron V. Ashby, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. V. Ashby, was born April 15, 1902, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, moving to Arkansas in September, 1942. 
He attended Salt Lake City Schools, afterwards 
being employed as retail household appliances man- 
ager. Entering the Army Air Force September 
5, 1942, he received basic training at San Francisco, 
California, qualifying as rifle marksman. Attached 
to the 999th A.A.F. Base Unit, Sergeant Ashby 
served for nearly three years in the United States 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Medal. After 
being honorably discharged June 1, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, he returned to Blytheville, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Thelma Annie Lou, 
and their children. 


18.—Pvt. Thomas D. Rhodes, son of Mrs. Vera E. 
Rhodes, was born January 2, 1924, in Blytheville, 
Arkansas. He attended Blytheville Public Schools. 
Entering the Army February 1, 1943, he received 
basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and de- 
parted May 18, 1943, for the European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater of Operations. Overseas 
for a year, Private Rhodes participated in cam- , 
paigns of Sicily, Italy, and Anzio and was awarded 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged August 23, 1944, at 
Foster General Hospital, Jackson, Mississippi, and 
returned to Blytheville, where he lives with his 
wife, Elsie Mae. 
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1.—Yeoman 3/c Charles Edward Davis, son of Ar- 
thur and Susie Davis of Paragould, Arkansas, was 
born at Pocahontas, Arkansas, on February 4, 1925. 
He was educated in the Evening Shade and Stanford 
Public Schools and was engaged in farming until 
entering the Navy on July 28, 1943. He completed 
boot training at San Diego, California, and sailed 
_for the Pacific theater in October, 1943. Overseas 
more than two years, he participated in the fight- 
ing in the Philippine and Admiralty Islands cam- 
paigns and earned the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with two Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Stars, Victory Ribbon and the 
Navy Unit Citation. He was returned to this 
country and was honorably discharged at the Naval 
Air Station, New Orleans, Louisiana, on February 
18, 1946. His wife is Josephine Davis. 


2.—Set. William A. Burroughs, son of William Au- 
gustus and Lula Mae Burroughs, was born July 4, 
1921, at Paragould, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Paragould High School and 
Memphis Vocational School, after which he was 
employed as car repairman for the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company. Entering the Army Air Force 
September 19, 1942, he received basic training at 
Miami Beach, Florida, later attending Embry Riddle 
School of Aviation where he qualified for aerial 
engineer. After serving in the United States 11 
months, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
August 18, 1948, attached to 479th AB Sqdn. Ser- 
geant Burroughs served in campaigns of New 
Guinea and Luzon and received Aviation Badge, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and two Bronze 
Service Stars, and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. 
After servng 28 months overseas, he returned to 
the United States December 138, 1945, and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, December 
26, 1945. He lives in Paragould. 


3.—T/4 Floyd J. Landrum, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edgar Landrum, was born at Paragould, Arkansas, 
February 21, 1924. He attended Paragould High 
School before entering the Army Ordnance, August 
11, 1942, and received basic training at Camp Perry, 
Ohio. By attending Ordnance School at Santa Anita, 
California, he qualified for artillery mechanic. After 
serving in the United States more than one year, 
he departed for England with the 505th Ord. (HM) 
Co. (TK) on January 9, 1944, participating in Nor- 
mandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and 
Central Europe campaigns. For meritorious ser- 
vice he was awarded five Bronze Stars and the 
Good Conduct Medal. After serving almost two 
years overseas, he received an honorable discharge 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, November 27, 
1945, and resides at Paragould. 


4.—Segt. John Hamilton Cole is the son of John 
Ezra and Myrtle Cole of Paragould, where he was 
born on January 9, 1922. After completing his 
education in the Oak Grove and Greene County 
High Schools, he entered military service on Oc- 
tober 29, 1942, and was sent to Camp Adair, Ore- 
gon, for basic training. He became expert in 
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Army January 10, 1943, he received basic training 


at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. Sergeant Harris 
served in the United States for three years with 
Co. A, 26th E.T, Bn., A.S.F.T.C. He was honorably 
discharged March 25, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, and lives with his wife, Opal and their 


- child 


119 


communications and arrived in the South Pacific 
theater in July 1944, with his unit, Co. M, 381st 
Infantry, 96th Division. Overseas more than 17 
months, he saw action in the Southern Philippines 
and the Ryukyus Islands and was awarded the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars, 
American Theater Ribbon, Combat Infantry Badge, 


Good Conduet Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He 


was honorably discharged on December 26, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Chris- 
tine, have two children. 


5.—T/4 Thurber Wyatt Owens is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Grover Owens of Alicia, Arkansas, 
where he was born on September 16, 1911. He 
graduated from Arkansas State College at Jones- 
boro in 1936, and was manager of the United 
States Employment Office until entering military 
service on January 19, 1943. Sergeant Owens at- 
tended the Vocational Counselor’s School and the 
Adjutant General’s School and became a classifica- 
tion specialist and vocational counselor. He has 
served at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas; Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas; Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and Camp 
Barkeley, Texas, during his three years of military 
service. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 15, 1946. Holder 
of the American Theater Ribbon and the Good 
Conduct Ribbon, he and his wife, Eloise, have one 
daughter. 


6.—Shipfitter 1/¢ Charles Porter McGraw, son of 
Delphia and Charles Porter McGraw of Russellville, 
was born May 25, 1918, in Dumas, Arkansas. He 
attended Russellville High School, afterwards being 
employed by the Arkansas Highway Department 
and Ranney Water Collector Corporation. Entering 
the Navy Seabees September 17, 19438, he received 
boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia. He departed 
January 6, 1944, for New Guinea, and served over- 
seas for nearly two years. After being honorably 
discharged December 13, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to Jonesboro, Arkansas, where 
he lives with his wife, Minnie Bee, and their 
daughter. 


7.—S/Segt. John T. Cline, son of Mr. and Mrs. N. I. 
Cline, was born June 18, 1919, in Greene County, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Center Hill Grade School and Paragould High 
School. After completing his education he was 
engaged in farming and employed as mechanic and 
grocery clerk. Entering the Army Medical Corps 
January 27, 1943, he received basic training at Ft. 
Jackson, South Carolina. After 18 months’ training 
attached to Medical Det., 111th Quartermaster Bn., 
Mobile, he was sent to the. European Theater of 
Operations where he remained for almost 18 months. 
Sergeant Cline received the Good Conduct Medal, 
and European Theater of Operations and American 
Defense Ribbons. After serving five montlis with 
the Army of Occupation, he returned to the United 
States January 31, 1946, and was honorably dis- 
charged February 5, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
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Coy Stovall was the 
son of Nancy and Andrew J. Stovall of Imboden, 
Arkansas. Born at Simstown, Arkansas,, on July 
29, 1902, he attended Public Schools at Simstown 
and Evening Shade, Arkansas. Chief Stovall en- 
listed in the Regular Navy in 1921 and completed 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. During this 
war, he participated in three major battles in the 
Pacific until he was killed in action at the famous 
battle of Savo Island on December 1, 1942. This 
gallant and veteran sailor had seen almost ey 
years of active service with the Navy at the time 
of his death. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Purple Heart, he is survived by his widow, 
Hazel Ellen Stovall, and their two daughters, who 
now make their home in Imboden. 


10.—Pfc. Paul F. Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
A. Wright, was born on September 138, 1914, at Lynn, 
Arkansas. He attended the Lynn High School and 
was engaged in farming until entering the Army 
on July 11, 1941. He received basic training at 
Camp Grant, Illinois, and was assigned to the 
Medical Corps, where he served as a medical and 
surgical technician. Private Wright left this coun- 
try on April 2, 1942, and remained overseas for 41 
months. He was returned to the United States and 
honorably discharged on September 25, 1945, at 
Ft. MacArthur, Los, Angeles, California. 


11.—T/5 Curtis Edgar Price, son of Mrs. Sadie Eliza- 
beth Price of Paragould, Arkansas, was born at 
Houston, Missouri, on March 9, 1912, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1926. After com- 
pleting his education he was engaged in cooperage 
work and farming until entering the military service 
on November 18, 1942. Corporal Pree served basic 
training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and then served 
19 months with hospital units in this country as a 
hospital orderly. In June 1944, he was sent to the 
European theater and remained overseas for 21 
months. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on March 16, 1946. 
His wife is the former Ivy E. Durrant. 


12.—Cpl. Adolphus D. Dickson, Jr., is the son of 
Adolphus D. and Mattie Lee Dickson of Paragould, 
Arkansas. Born at Light, Arkansas, on April 8, 
1921, he attended the Paragould schools and was a 
printer until enlisting in the Regular Army on Feb- 
ruary 11, 1941. Corporal Dickson was sent to the 
Philippine Islands in March 1941, and received his 
Infantry basic training at Manila, Philippine Islands. 
He became a member of the famous 31st Infantry 
which won fame during the hopeless fight against 
the Japanese on Bataan. Corporal Dickson served 
with this unit throughout the battle for Bataan and 
was captured by the Japanese on April 8, 1942. He 
underwent the horrors of 40 months of life as a 
Japanese prisoner and was freed on August 16, 
1945, in Japan. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart with 
one Oak Leaf Cluster, American Defense Service 
Ribbon with one Star, Philippine Defense Service 
Ribbon with one Star and the Good Conduct Medal, 
he has served four years and seven months of for- 
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erman Dickson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
hus Dickson, Sr., was born in Arkansas. He 
attended Greene County Public Schools, afterwards 
being employed as barrel stave grader and truck — 
driver, Entering the Army in January 1944, he — 
received basic training at Camp Callan, San Diego, 
California, qualifying as fire control electrician. 
Sergeant Dickson served for more than a year in 
the United States with the 579th A.A.A. AW Bn., Sp., 
and departed in March 1945, for the Philippine 
Islands. Overesas for more than a year, he par- 
ticipated in the Philippine campaign and spent six 
months with the Army of Occupation. He was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theater Ribbon with one Bronze 
Star, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon, After being 
honorably discharged April 29, 1946, at Camp Chaf- 
fee, he returned to Paragould, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Bertha. 


14.—Sgt. Claud Franklin Collier, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. A. O. Collier, was born October 31, 1916, in 
Arkansas. He attended public schools of Greene 
County, afterwards being employed by the Emerson 
Burial Association in Paragould, Arkansas. Enter- 
ing the Army March 24, 1942, he was assigned to 
the 315th Medical Battalion, 90th Division, and 
received basic training at Camp Barkeley, Texas. 
Sergeant Collier served for 16 months and received 
a medical discharge July 27, 1943. He lives in Para- 
gould, Arkansas, with his wife, Mozelle. 


15.—Cpl. L. T. Collier, son of the Rev. Andrew O. 
and Mrs. Hettie F. Collier, was born at Paragould, 
Arkansas, on February 9, 1921. After completing his 
education at Lakeside and Oak Grove schools he 
engaged in farming until his induction into the 
Army on March 19, 1942. Following training at 
Camp Cooke, California, he was assigned to Cav- 
alry Reconnaissance, and after almost two years in 
the United States was sent with his unit to the 
Western front. He saw fighting in the Normandy, 
Northern France, Central Europe, Ardennes and the 
Rhineland campaigns. For his meritorious service, 
Corporal Collier was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Silver Star Medal, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Ribbon with five Battle Stars, and the 
Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf Clusters. After 
the close of the war he served an additional four 
months with the Army of Occupation, and then was 
returned to the United States for honorable discharge 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on October 18, 1945. 


16.—Pfc. Alvie L. Washington, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. D. Washington, was born at Paragould, Arkan- 
sas, September 4, 1921. He received his education 
at the Paragould High School after which he was 
employed as press operator, welder, and stock clerk. 
Entering the Army August 14, 1942, he received 
basic training at Ft. McClellan, Alabama. After 
serving in the United States for one year, he de- 
parted for North Africa with the 2011th Ordnance 
Maintenance Co. (AF) August 21, 1943. He par- 
ticipated in the campaigns of North Africa, Italy, 
and Southern France, and was awarded four Battle 
Stars and the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Service Ribbon. Receiving an honorable discharge 
at Camp Atterbury, Indiana, October 10, 1945, he 
now resides at Paragould with his wife, Dorothy 
Marie, and child. 


17.—Aviation Machinist Mate 3/c Amos Anon Cline, 
son of Mrs. Claude Washington, was born at Para- 
gould, Arkansas, August 10, 1914. He attended 
Walcott schools and afterwards was employed as 
truck driver, farmer, and mechanic. Entering the 
Navy March 138, 1944, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and qualified for aviation 
machinist mate, third class. Serving in the United 
States one year and seven months, he received an 
injury and was honorably discharged at Naval Hos- 
pital, San Diego, October 11, 1945. He now resides 
in Paragould with his wife, Laverna, and three 
children. 












his high school education h 
ing. He entered the Army Air Corps on I 
10, 1942, receiving basic training at Sheppar 
Texas, where he attended Clerical Service Scho 
and qualified as marksman. He served in the United 
-States 23 months, after which he was sent to the 
Aleutian Islands on November 13, 1944, for a year’s 
overseas service. Returning to the United States, 
he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
January 11, 1946. Sergeant Broadway and his wife, 
Mie live in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, with their 
child. 


19.—Storekeeper 3/c Lucien Andrews Sloan, Jr., son 
of Lillie Dalton and Lucien Andrews Sloan, Sr., 
was born July 9, 1927, in Imboden, Arkansas. He 
attended Sloan Hendrix High School. Entering the 
Navy July 17, 1944, he received boot training at 
Camp Peary, Virginia. He served for nine months 
in the United States before departing on the U.S.S. 
Corduba for more than a year of overseas duty at 
Panama, Pearl Harbor, the Marianas Islands, Palau 
Islands, Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, New Zea- 
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1.—Cpl. Harold Walton Frizzell, son of William 
Bruce and Laura Walton Frizzell, was born March 
25, 1914, at Olyphant, Arkansas. He received his 
education by attending Grand Glaise Grade School 
and Bradford High School, afterwards being en- 
gaged in truck driving and welding. Entering the 
Army Air Force July 9, 1948, he received basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, afterwards 
attending Arc-Welding School at Flint, Michigan. 
After 13 months’ service in the United States, he 
was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater, serving as 
truck driver attached to 73rd Wing, 879th Bomb 
Sqdn., and patricipated in the Eastern Mandates 
and Western Pacific islands campaigns and air 
offensive over Japan. He qualified as sharpshooter 
with sub-machnie gun and as marksman with rifle 
and carbine. Corporal Frizzell received the Good 
Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Ribbon, Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater . Rib- 
bon with three Bronze Stars, and three Oversas 
Service Bars. He was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Sheridan, Illinois, December 31, 1945. His wife is 
the former Marie Fisher. 


2.—Pfe. Ferdinand B. Frizzell, son of William and 
Laura Frizzell of Bradford, Arkansas, was born on 
March 31, 1926, at Grand Glaise, Arkansas. After 
graduating from the Bradford High School, he was 
employed as a stock clerk at the Newport, Arkansas, 
Air Base until entering military service on May 10, 
1944. After receiving basic training at Sheppard 
Field, Texas, he became a clerk-typist and was as- 
signed to the 2534th Air Force Base Unit. He saw 
service as a student and typist at South Plains, 
Texas, and at San Angelo, Texas. Holder of the 
Good Conduct Medal and American Theater Ribbon, 
he also holds the Marksman’s Medal for carbine and 
pistol. Awaiting call as a flying cadet, he was 
honorably discharged on November 6, 1945, at Scott 
Field, Illinois. 


3.—Chief Warrant Officer Cloyd Elmer Pennington, 
son of Flora Bell Walton and Thomas Elmer Pen- 
nington, was born February 15, 1908, in Bradford, 
Arkansas. He attended Grand Glaise Grade School 
and Swifton High School. Enlisting in the Navy in 
June 1923, he served in the United States until 
1928, and in China and the Philippines with the 
Asiatic fleet from 1928 to 1930. Stationed in the 
States again until 1938, he returned to the Asiatic- 
Pacific and remained until 1941. In October 1942, 
he departed for Africa as advance scout, attached to 
submarine U.S.S. Herring, and participated in the 
African invasion, being present in Casablanca on 
invasion day. Later he served in the European 
Theater of Operations and participated in two Paci- 
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service on August 12, 1942. Upon c 
basic training at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, he ; 
Demolition School, qualifying as a demol 
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eral Hospital. He is the husband of Wanda Sloan, 
and they have one daughter, Suzanne. 


120 


fic patrols off the Japanese islands He attended 
Torpedo Schools at San Diego, California, and New- 
port, Rhode Island, qualifying as chief torpedoman 
and expert rifleman. Chief Warrant Officer Penning- 
ton was awarded European Theater Campaign Bar 
with one Star, American Theater and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbons, Bronze Star Medal, American De- 
fense Ribbon with Star, China Service Ribbon, and 
Submarine Combat Pin with two Stars. According 
to last report received he was still in service, sta- 
tioned in Hawaii. He and his wife, the former 
Marion Louise Busby, have one son. 


4.—Sgt. Allen Joel Wood, son of William and Ida 
Mae Wood of Dermott, Arkansas, was born at 
Dustin, Oklahoma, on March 31, 1921, and moved 
with his parents to Arkansas in 1927. After com- 
pleting his education at Batesville and Husley Bend, 
Arkansas, he entered the Army on September 4, 
1942, and was sent to Camp Wheeler, Georgia, for 
basic training. Arriving in North Africa in Feb- 
ruary 1943, he saw 27 months of overseas duty, and 
took part.in the African campaign and the Naples- 
Foggia, Sicilian and Rome-Arno campaigns. Ser- 
geant Wood was awarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and European Theater Ribbon. He is also an expert 
rifleman and a qualified machine gunner. Married 
to the former La Verne Brightwell and the father 
of one child, he was honorably discharged on Sep- 
tember 24, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


5.—Seaman 1/c Walter James Cole is the son of 
John Walter and Elizabeth Cole of Tuckerman, Ark- 
ansas, where he was born on February 4, 1924. He 
was educated in the Tuckerman public schools and 
entered the Navy on February 3, 1943. After com- 
pleting boot training in the Naval Training Station 
at San Diego, California, he was assigned to the 
light aircraft carrier U.S.S. Cowpens and was sent 
to the Southwest Pacific theater in April 1943. 
Overseas 27 months, he saw action in 13 separate 
campaigns, including action in the Philippines, Mar- 
shall Islands, Marianas Islands, Palau, New Guinea, 
Iwo Jima, China Sea and the air strikes against 
the main islands of Japan. He was a member of the 
crew of the Cowpens when it was the first American 
ship to enter Tokyo Bay. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with 13 Battle Stars, he 
was returned to this country and was honorably 
ree at Memphis, Tennessee, on February 


6.—S/Sgt. Charles G. Lassiter, son of Fred and 
Tempie Lassiter of Newport, was born at Tuckerman, 
Arkansas, in 1921. He completed his education in 
the Tuckerman schools and entered military service 
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Sharpshooter’s Medal. Sergeant Sloan was honor- — 
ably discharged on June 25, 1944, at O’Reilly Gen- 
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around St. Lo in Normandy, and in Southern France 
and Germany. Overseas 22 months, Sergeant Las- 
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American Theater Ribbon and the Good Conduct 


Medal; he is also qualified with mortar, machine 
gun, BAR and rifle and bayonet. He was honorably 
discharged on December 8, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
ae Missouri. He and his wife, Edith, have one 
child. 


7.—Cpl. William Albert Wood, son of Ida Mae and 
William Joel Wood of Dermott, Arkansas, was born 
July 2, 1919, in Fort Worth, Texas. He attended 
Bradford School, afterwards being engaged as 
farmer and mechanic. Entering the Air Force 
September 18, 1942, he received basic training at 
Keesler Field, Mississippi, and attended Airplane 
and Engine Mechanical School, receiving A.A.F. 
basic training and qualifying as airplane and engine 
mechanic, airplane maintenance technician, and 
carbine expert. After serving in the United States 
for nearly three years with the 332nd Troop Car- 
rier Sqdn., Corporal Wood departed July 28, 1945, 
for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for nearly eight months. He was 
awarded World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Con- 
cuct Medal, American Theater Ribbon, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater. Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 27, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to Wiseman, Arkansas, where he lives wit 

his wife, Verble Mae, and their children. 


8.—Segt. Herbert Green, son of Josie Nacy Wilson 
of Hartshorn, Missouri, was born on April 17, 1917, 
at Newnata, Arkansas. He attended the Blue 
Mountain Schools and was engaged in farming until 
enlisting in the Army on September 19, 1940. Upon 
completion of basic training at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina, he was assigned to the 44th Field Ar- 
tillery Battalion and arrived in the European theater 
in January 1944. Overseas 20 months, Sergeant 
Green saw action in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe 
campaigns, earning the European Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars and the Good Conduct Medal. 
After serving four months in the Army of Occupa- 
tion, he was honorably discharged on September 3, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 


9.—Pvt. Carl D. Catterlin, son of Mrs. Maggie O. 
Catterlin of Newport, was born at Cord, Arkansas, 
on October 25, 1918. He attended the Oil Trough 
Schools and was engaged in farming until entering 
military service on April 20, 1944. After receiving 
basic training at Camp Robinson, he was assigned 
to Company A, 508th Military Police Battalion, and 
served with that unit as a guard throughout his eight 
months in the service. He was honorably discharged 
on December 21, 1944, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 
He is the husband of Ernestine Catherlin, and they 
have one child. 


10.—Pvt. Dail E. Catterlin, son of Maggie O. Catter- 
lin of Newport, was born at Pleasant Plains, Ark- 
ansas, on May 15, 1924. He attended the Oil Trough 
schools and then engaged in farming until he entered 
military service on February 3, 1941. After re- 
ceiving basic training at Angel Island, California, 
he attended Radio School and was assigned to the 
Infantry. Arriving in the Philippine Islands in 
April 1941, he was taken prisoner by the Japanese 
on May 7, 1942. Kept in the Philippines until Oc- 
tober 11, 1944, he was put aboard a Japanese prison 
ship and left Manila on that date bound for Japan. 
This vessel was sunk by submarines on October 24, 
1945, and Private Catterlin lost his life in this dis- 
aster. His family received news of the death of this 
gallant soldier on June 19, 1945. 


11.—T/5 Allen E. Grady, son of Viola and Isaac 
Grady, of Newport, was born at Jamestown, Ark- 
ansas, on August 6, 1907. He completed his educa- 
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Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the Good Cond 
Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronz 
Star, and the Victory Ribbon. Corporal Grady was 
honorably discharged on November 27, 1945, at Camp 
pe aa Arkansas. He and his wife, Maxine, have 
one cnild. . : 


12.—Pvt. Katheryn G. George, daughter of Ethel 
Anna Kendrick of Jonesboro, was born at Ada, 
Oklahoma, on June 1, 1923. She moved with her 
family to Arkansas in 1925 and attended Jonesboro 
High School. Employed as a telephone operator at 
Niles, Michigan, and as an inspector at the Arkansas 
Ordnance Plant, she entered the Women’s Army 
Corps on August 16, 1944. She received her training : 
at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and specialized in motor 
transport. She was honorably discharged at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas, on November 11, 1944. 


13.—Seaman 1/ce Sherod Wayne George, son of Mrs. 
Anna Ethel Kendrick, was born July 9, 1898, in 
McHue, Arkansas. He entered the Navy March 28, 
1944, receiving boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and qualifying as PBX operator. Seaman 
George served for two years in the Navy and was 
honorably discharged June 6, 1946, at Oceanside, 
California. He lives in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with 
his wife, Theo Marie. 


14.—Sgt. Wayne Franklin Shannon, son of Lonia 
Ann and Levi Harry Shannon, was born September 
2, 1921, in Manila, Arkansas. He attended Tucker- 
man High School. Entering the Marine Corps Feb- 
ruary 9, 1942, he received boot training at Marine 
Base, San Diego, California, qualifying as plane 
mechanic. Sergeant Shannon departed January 7, 
1943, for the Solomon Islands and remained over- 
seas for a year and four months, participating in 
the campaign of the Southern Solomons. He was 
awarded Presidential Citation. After being honor- 
ably discharged February 12, 1946, at Quantico, 
Virginia, he returned to his home in Tuckerman, 
Arkansas. 


15.—Pfe. Elmo Charles Eudy is the son of William 
and Gussie Eudy of Tuckerman, Arkansas, where 
he was born on May 7, 1916. After completing his 
education at Ballews Chapel, he was engaged in 
farming and construction work until entering the 
Army on October 8, 1942. Sent to Camp Roberts, 
California, for basic training he became a truck 
driver and arrived in Australia in February 1943. 
Overseas almost 30 months, he saw action in New 
Guinea and the Philippines. Private Eudy was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
three Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He was 
honorably discharged on August 24, 1945, at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, Gladys Viola, 
have four children. 


16.—S/Sgt. Lucian M. Bowen, son of Lora Bowen of 
Tuckerman, Arkansas, was born in that city on 
December 18, 1919. He attended the Tuckerman 
schools and entered the military service on October 
23, 1942. Sent overseas almost immediately, he re- 
ceived basic training in Hawaii. Upon completion 
of basic training, he was assigned to the veteran 
19th Infantry, 24th Division which was at Pearl 
Harbor when the Japs struck. During his 37 months 
overseas, he took part in the New Guinea and 
Philippine campaigns. His regiment was one of the 
last in action at the end of the war, patrolling the 
foothills around Mount Apo in the Philippines. 
Sergeant Bowen holds the Purple Heart, Asiatic 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars and 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged on November 28, 1945. . 
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Cpl. Delmor W. Erwin, son of Bettie M. and 
f. Erwin, was born January 7, 1922, in 
Marcella, Arkansas. He attended Oil Trough High 
School, afterwards being engaged as a farmer. 
Entering the Infantry February 4, 1941, he received 
basic training at Ft. MacArthur, California, and 
departed May 10, 1941, for the Philippine Islands. 
Attached to Headquarters Co., 31st Infantry, he 
participated in campaigns in Northern and Southern 
Luzon, being captured on Corregidor May 7, 1942, 
and made the death march. He was interned at 
Prisoner of War Camps Nos. 1 and 11, Cabanatuan, 
Philippine Islands, where he died of malaria. Cor- 
poral Erwin was buried in the Prisoner of War 
Cemetery at Cabanatuan, and is survived by his 
parents, who live in Newport, Arkansas. 








19.—S/Set. James Charles Erwin, son of Mrs. Bettie 
Erwin, was born at Newport, Arkansas, February 
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1.—Seaman 1/c Billy Joe Hathcoat, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Hathcoat, was born March 21,:1926, in 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. He attended Walnut Ridge 
High School, afterwards being employed as a pro- 
jectionist. Entering the Naval Air Force May 25, 
1944, he received boot training at Camp Wallace, 
Texas, qualifying as mechanic. Attached to C.A.S.U. 
(F) 12, he departed October 11, 1944, for the Central 
Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas 
for a year and four months. Seaman Hathcoat was 
awarded Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and Com- 
mendation. After being honorably discharged Feb- 
ruary 27, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned 
to Walnut Ridge, where he lives with his wife, 
Evelyn, and their child. 


2—Seaman 1/c Gerald Elmer Cooper, son of Mrs. 
Myrtle Mae Bottoms, was born at Harviell, Mis- 
souri, on August 3, 1912, and moved to Arkansas 
in 1924. After completing his education at Walnut 
Ridge, Arkansas, he was engaged in farming and 
construction work prior to entering the Navy on 
May 25, 1944. Completing his training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, he attended service schools in sea- 
manship, fire-fighting and gunnery and went to sea 
on March 22, 1945, as a member of the crew of the 
U.S.S. Detroit, and saw extensive action, including 
being present at the ceremonies accompanying the 
surrender of the Japanese in Tokyo Bay, and 36 days 
spent in Tokyo. Holder of the American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and the World War II Victory Award, 
Seaman Cooper was honorably discharged at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, on December 20, 1945. He and 
his wife, Opal Maxine, are the parents of two 
children. 


3.—Sgt. Thomas J. Manus, son of Louie and Bertha 
Manus of Sale, Missouri, was born in Arkansas. 
Entering the military service on December 17, 1942, 
he received basic training at Ft. Ringold, Texas, 
and became a member of Troop F, of the famous 
old 7th Cavalry Regiment. Sent to the Philippine 
Islands with his unit, Sergeant Manus took part in 
the fighting on Leyte Island and on October 21, 
1944, he was killed in action on the outskirts of the 


[1121] 


2 te nd: 
ool qualified for mess ser- 
a servin years with Medical Det. 
ing Centers, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific 
1 February 2, 1944, and participated in New 
Guinea, Southern Philippines, and Luzon cam aigns. 
Sergeant Erwin was awarded World War II ictory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater 
Ribbon, American Defense Service Ribbon, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze Service 
Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, December 24, 1945, returning to Newport 
where he lives with his wife, Erma Dean. 


20.—Pvt. Zack L. Erwin, son of Mrs. Betty M. Erwin, 
was born at Shirley, Arkansas, on December 9, 
1918, attended the Mountain View Schools, and was 
employed as a truck driver until entering the Marine 
Corps on March 16, 1944. He received boot training 
at the Marine Corps Base, San Diego, California, 
and served there as a guard throughout his 10 
months in this country. Arriving in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, in July 1944, with his unit, H & S Head- 





“Ser ing hree 





quarters, Company D, he remained in the Pacific 


area for six months and was returned to this country 
on August 8, 1944. He was awarded theater ribbons 
denoting his battle participations and a Sharp- 
shooter’s Medal, and was honorably discharged on 
July 18, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. He is the 
husband of Ola M. Erwin. They have two children. 


1 Ball 


city of Tacloban on Leyte by Japanese mortar fire 
while advancing with his unit. This brave and 
gallant soldier was buried with full military honors 
in the United States Army Cemetery at Tacloban, 
Leyte Island, Philippine Islands. He had been 
wounded twice in combat before receiving the 
wounds that brought about his death, and was the 
holder of the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart and 
Combat Infantryman Badge. He is survived by 
his wife, Dovie Pauline Manus of Sedgwick, Ark- 
ansas. 


4.—T/4 Gus Dawson, son of Joseph A. Dawson of 
Cardwell, Missouri, was born on March 21 19113; 
at El Dorado, Illinois, and came to Arkansas in 
1917. He attended high school at Brosley, Misssouri, 
and entered military service on December 8, 1943. 
Assigned to the Armored Force, he was sent to Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky, where he completed basic training 
and became a tank driver. In July 1944, he was 
sent to Scotland and later went to France, taking 
part in the fighting of the Northern France, Rhine- 
land and Ardennes campaigns. Wounded in Ger- 
many in December 1944, he was awarded the Purple 
Heart, European Theater Ribbon with three Battle 
Stars, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
Sergeant Dawson was returned to this country 
after 17 months of foreign service and was honor- 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on 
November 13, 1945. He and his wife, Charliene, are 
the parents of two sons. 


5.—S/Sgt. Ralph S. Hawkins, son of Mrs. May 
Smith of Ravenden, was born at Arkansas City, 
Kansas, on September 21, 1921, and moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1923. Completing his educa- 
tion at Sloan Hendrix Academy, he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps on January 31, 1941. Having 
received basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and special radio training at Scott Field, 
Illinois, he was sent to North Africa in October 
1942, and remained overseas for 30 months. As a 
member of the 33rd Fighter Group, he participated 
in the North African, Sicilian and Naples-Foggia 
campaigns and was then sent to the China-Burma- 
India theater and took part in the general air of- 
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and afterwards 
was sent to the South Pacific theater. Overseas 32 
as _a_ hospital 
including the New Guinea 

this country at the close 
of the war, he was honorably discharged from service 
Memphis. He and his wife, 


7—Cpl. Billy Shirley Halcum, son of Melvin and 
Dorothy Halcum of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, was 
born at Imboden, Arkansas, on February 18, 1923. 
He attended Sloan Hendrix Academy and Walnut 
Ridge High School and served two years with the 
CCC at Boise, Idaho. Entering the Marine Corps 
on July 6, 1943, he was sent to San Diego, Califor- 
nia, for boot training and later attended Cooks’ 
and Bakers’ Schools. In March 1944, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and remained overseas 
almost two years. Holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon, he returned 
to the United States and was honorably discharged 
at Great Lakes, Illinois, on March 25, 1946. 


8.—S/Sgt. Glenwood Vance is the son of B. B. and 
Elsie Vance of Sedgwick, Arkansas, where he was 
born on February 13, 1922. After attending the 
Sedgwick schools and the Walnut Ridge (Arkansas) 
High School, he was employed as a lumberman 
until entering military service on August 25, 1942, 
and after completing his basic training at the 
Blytheville Army Air Base, he was sent to Me- 
chanics’ and Aerial Gunnery Schools for specialized 
training. Assigned to the 451st Bomb Group, he 
arrived on the Italian front in April 1944. On July 
7, 1944, while on his 36th mission, he was shot 
down over Yugoslavia, captured and imprisoned at 
Stalag Luft No. 4. On January 31, 1945, the German 
prison guards, alarmed at the approach of the 
Russian troops, forced the prisoners of war to begin 
a terrible 86-day march in an effort to prevent their 
release. On April 26, 1945, these prisoners were 
liberated by the 1st American Army. Sergeant 
Vance lists among his decorations the Theater Rib- 
bon with Battle Stars denoting his engagements, 
and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters. 
He was honorably discharged from the service on 
October 10, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


9.—Pfc. Merle L. Vance, son of Elsie E. and Boston 
B. Vance, was born February 26, 1926, in Sedgwick, 
Arkansas. He attended Sedgwick Grade School and 
graduated from Walnut Ridge High School in 1944, 
afterwards being engaged in the lumber business 
with his father. Entering the Infantry October 12, 
1944, he received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas. He departed February 28, 1945, for 
Luzon and Japan, participating in the Luzon cam- 
paigns. Private Vance was awarded rifle and 
marksmanship medals and the Bronze Star. Ac- 
cording to last information received, he was still 
in service with the Army of Occupation in Japan. 
His home is in Sedgwick. 


10.—Pfce. Boyce A. Huey, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adolph Huey, was born at Amogan, Arkansas, on 
September 3, 1921. He completed his education in 
the Amogan schools and was engaged in farming 
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ed one time and was awarded the 
c urple Heart as well as the Combat. 
ryman Badge, Good Conduct Medal and 
; _ Stars. denoting his theater campaigns. This 
gallant soldier was returned to this country in 
December 1944, and was honorably discharged at 
the Station Hospital, Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, 
on September 3, 1945. His wife is the former 
Eleanor Songer. | 





11.—T/Sgt. David William Gullett, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John W. Gullett, was born on January 10, 
1920, at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Completing his 
education in the Walnut Ridge schools, he was 
employed as a grocery clerk prior to entering the 
Army Air Corps on October 17, 1942. Sent to the 
Walnut Ridge Basic Flying School for basic train- 
ing, he later attended Airplane Mechanies’ School 
at Sheppard Field, Texas, and Gunnery School at 
Tyndall Field, qualifying for duty as an aerial 
gunner-engineer. He arrived in England in April 
1944, and on June 2, 1944, while on his third combat 
mission over France, his plane was shot down and 
he was captured by the Germans near Dieppe. 
During the ensuing 11 months he underwent many 
privations in several prison camps, including being 
forced to march for days during April 1945, to avoid 
being liberated by the advancing Allied armies. 
On April 27, the Germans released their prisoners, 
and shortly thereafter Sergeant Gullett was returned 
to America. Holder of the European Theater Ribbon 
with five Battle Stars for participation in the air 
offensive against Normandy, Northern France, the 
Rhineland, Central Germany and other parts of 
German-held Europe and Marksman’s Medals 
(aerial gunnery, M-1 rifle, .45 automatic pistol and 
carbine), he was honorably discharged from the 
service on November 27, 1945 at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
ey Gullett is the husband of Kathryn Sue 
ULeGtanen 


12.—Cpl. Cecil Grisson, son of Jesse and Florence 
Grisson of Hoxie, Arkansas, was born on April 
18, 1917, at Lauratown, Arkansas. Upon completing 
his education at Lauratown and Judsonia (Ark- 
ansas) High Schools, he was employed as a book- 
keeper until his entry into the Army on November 
21, 1942. He served basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, later going to Clark’s Administration 
School. He was assigned to the 951st Field Ar- 
tillery as a clerk-typist and arrived in the European 
theater in December 1943. Corporal Grisson took 
part in the Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns during his 
22 months overseas, and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, the Expert 
Medal (.30 caliber carbine) and Marksman’s Medal 
(.30 caliber M-1 rifle). He was honorably discharged 
on October. 20, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri. He is the husband of Delma Ethrene Gris- 
som. 


13.—S/Sgt. Willard Lero Burrus, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William A. Burrus of Hoxie, Arkansas, was 
born at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, on October 8, 
1924. He attended the Walnut Ridge schools, and 
was an ice cream salesman and sheet metal worker 
until entering the Army Air Force on March 2s 
1943. He completed his basic training at Miami 
Beach, Florida, and then attended the Mechanics’ 
School at Seymour Johnson Field, North Carolina; 
Gunnery School at Ft. Myers, Florida, and En- 
gineering School at Marianna, Florida. After two 
and a half years in this country with the 438th 
Bomb Squadron and other organizations, he was 
sent to Okinawa in May 1945, and later served in 
Japan. Overseas eight months, he was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle 
Star and Battle Stars for the China offensive and 
the offensive against Japan. He was also awarded 
the American Theater Ribbon. Sergeant Burrus 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
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14.—Pfc. Harold Henderso 
Mrs. Burl Wiley, was born 
hontas, Arkansas. He graduated from P 
High School in 1937 and was EP ti 
by the Pocahontas Star Herald for six years prior 
to entering the Armed Forces on March 8, 1943. 
He received basic training at Camp Butner, North 
Carolina, attached to 78th Lightning Division, 309th 
Infantry, and departed January 21, 1944, for Italy 
where he was placed in Company I, 180th Infantry, 
45th (Thunderbird) Division. Private Wiley was in 
the battle of Anzio beachhead, Italy, and was killed 
by shellfire March 7, 1944. He is buried in the 
U. S. Military Cemetery, Netturno, Italy. His wife, 
the former Pearlie Hudson, received the Purple 
Heart, awarded posthumously, to Private Wiley. 
He is also survived by his parents, who live in 
Pocahontas. 


15.—S/Segt. Millard Stayton Bottoms, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Millard William Bottoms, was born May 
25, 1919, at Ravenden, Arkansas. He attended high 
school for four years, graduated from Sloan- 
Hendrix Academy in 1937, and was employed as 
mechanic for Bovine’s Auto Service prior to enter- 
ing the Army Air Corps July 20, 1943. He received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Texas, and later 
attended Flexible Gunnery School at Kingman, Ari- 
zona, where he qualified for aerial and armorer- 
gunner. He received Gunner’s Wings at Kingman 
July 5, 1944, and departed November 27, 1944, for 
the European Theater of Operations. He saw action 
in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European 
campaigns, and for meritorious service was awarded 
the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Eu- 
ropean-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon, and _ the 
Good Conduct Medal. Sergeant Bottoms was honor- 
ably discharged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, Oc- 
tober 9, 1945. He and his wife, Geneva, live in 
Pocahontas, Arkansas, with their daughter. 


16.—Signalman 3/c John G. Pickett, son of Ray and 
Noma Pickett of Dalton, Arkansas, was born. at 
Ravenden, Arkansas, on September 4, 1924. He 
attended the Imboden and Pocahontas School and 
was engaged in farming before he entered the 
Navy on April 25, 1944. Upon the completion of 
his basie training at San Diego, California, he 
attended the Navy Radio School and in October 
1944, was sent to the Pacific. Overseas 15 months, 
he served with the Amphibious Division during 
the Lingayen Gulf invasion of the Philippines and 
was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, American Theater Ribbon, and 
the Good Conduct Ribbon. He was honorably dis- 
charged on February 3, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. 


17.—Cpl. William S. Pickett is the son of Ray and 
Noma Pickett of Dalton, Arkansas. Born at Raven- 
den, Arkansas, on July 24, 1919, he attended the 
Water Valley Schools and was engaged in farming 
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edal, Go 
Theater Ribbon and t! 
honorably discharged at Jefferson 
souri, on December 30, 1945. si 
18.—Seaman 1/c Walter Ray J ackson, son of 
and Walter Jackson of Pocahontas, Arkansas 
born at Attica, Arkansas, on September 19, 
He attended .Pocahontas High School 





boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, and after 


only four months in this country was sent to the 


South Pacific theater aboard the U.S.S. Carina. He 
has served two tours of overseas duty as a member 
of the crew of this ship and has seen service in the 
Marshall Islands, Caroline Islands, Hawaii, and 
Okinawa during the heavy fighting for that island. 
He was transferred to the U.S.S. Argus in Novem- 
ber 1945, and served there until he was discharged. 
A veteran of more than 15 months of overseas 
duty, he holds the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star and the American Theater 
Ribbon. Seaman Jackson was honorably discharged 
at St. Louis, Missouri, on February 5, 1946. He and 
his wife, Juanita, have two children. 


19.—Aviation Radioman 3/c Ray Scott Phillips, son 
of Robert James and Effie Alta Phillips, was born 
July 28, 1924, at Pocahontas, Arkansas. He re- 
ceived his education by attending Pocahontas High 
School, after which he was employed as a defense 
plant worker. Entering the Navy January 27, 1943, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and later attended Radio and Radar School, Mem- 
phis; Flight Operations, Miami; and Gunnery School 
at Hollywood, Florida, qualifying for air crewman, 
torpedo bombers; aviation radioman, and gunner. 
After training for 21 months, he was sent to the 
South Pacific area where he participated in the 
campaigns at Luzon, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. He 
served seven months overseas and was honorably 
discharged at Memphis November 5, 1945, returning 
to Pocahontas. 


20.—Lt. (j. g.) Robert Gordon Phillips, son of Effie 
Alta and Robert James Phillips, was born in Poca- 
hontas, Arkansas. He attended Pocahontas School 
and Art School in New York City, afterwards being 
engaged as interior decorator in New York. Entering 
the Merchant Marine May 1, 1942, he attended 
Cooking School, qualifying as chief steward. He 
served in both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans for 
more than four years and according to last informa- 
tion received, was still in the service overseas. His 
home is in Pocahontas. 


and entered 
the Navy on June 7, 1944, Seaman Jackson served _ 
























at Quantico, 
Officer Candidate 
Ss School specialized as 










-( ve, rifle pai After serving six and a 
half months, he was sent to Wellington, New Zea 
_ land. He participated in the campaigns of Betio, 


¢ Tarawa Atoll, and Gilbert Islands, and was killed 
; In action November 20, 1943. 
received Expert Medals for hand grenade, rifle, 


Lieutenant Reichel 


machine gun, and bayonet in October 1942, and was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation with Blue Star, and Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Ribbon. He is survived by his 
wife, Doris Turner Reichel of Cullman, Alabama, 
and his parents, who live in Blytheville. 


2.—T/5 James Robert Lovelace, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Henry Lovelace, was born May 28, 1918, in 
Blytheville, Arkansas. He attended Steele, Missouri, 
Public School and Blytheville High School, after- 
wards being employed as sheet metal worker and 
electrician. Entering the Army March 24, 1945, he 
received basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He 
departed October 1, 1945, for the Philippine Islands. 
Corporal Lovelace was still overseas, according to 
last report, serving with the Army of Occupation. 
His wife, Margie Marie, and their children live in 
Blytheville. 


3.—Pyt. George Noah Chamness, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. N. Chamness, was born October ii Ab peas 
in Marked Tree, Arkansas. He attended Manila, 
Arkansas, Public Schools, afterwards being em- 
ployed as carpenter and painter. Entering the In- 
fantry January 12, 1942, he received basic training 
at Cheyenne, Wyoming, and in Pennsylvania. Pri- 
vate Chamness served for a year and a half in 
the United States and departed June 30, 19438, for 
England, remaining overseas for a year and four 
months. After being honorably discharged August 
27, 1946, at Camp Bowie, Texas, he returned to his 
home in Manila, Arkansas. 


4.—Pfc. Thomas J. Stayton, son of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kelly of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born on July 
18, 1924, at Senath, Missouri, and moved to Arkan- 
sas with his family in 1931. Educated at Blytheville 
High School, he was a truck driver until entering 
the Army on July 15, 1948. Private Stayton served 
basic training at Camp Wallace, Texas, and after 
eight months in this country, was sent to England. 
Overseas 20 months, he served with the Anti- 
aircraft Artillery throughout the Normandy, Rhine- 
land, Northern France, and Central Europe cam- 
paigns, and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars. He was honorably 
discharged on October 8, 1945, at St. Quentin, 
France. Private Stayton spent his leave in the 
United States and has reenlisted in the Army, now 
serving in the European theater. His wife is the 
former Hattie Mae Permenter. 


5.—Chief Motor Machinist’s Mate Harold E. St. 
John, son of Mrs. Ina Marie St. John, was born 
July 15, 1918, at Ripley, Tennessee, moving to 
Arkansas December 26, 1922. He received his edu- 
cation by attending public schools at Henning and 
Orysa, Tennessee. Enlisting in the Navy October 
17, 1939, he received boot training at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, and attended Diesel schools at Norfolk; 
Beloit, Wisconsin; Miami, Florida, and Little Creek, 
Virginia, specializing as Diesel and steam engineer. 
He participated in action off Casablanca, Normandy 
invasion, anti-submarine operations in the North 
Atlantic, and Philippine campaigns. He was 
wounded in action and was awarded Presidential 


_sachusetts, on September 17, 1945, he returned to 
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Blytheville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, 
Barbara, and their child. 


6.—T/Sgt. John Franklin Holmes,' son of Mrs. J. W. 
Holmes, Sr., was born December 17, 1921, at Blythe- 
ville, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Arkansas and Missouri public schools, after- 
wards beings employed as farmer and service station 
operator. Entering the Army Signal Corps August 
17, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, and by attending North Electric Mfg. Co. 
School at Galion, Ohio, qualified for wire chief. 
After serving 18 months, he departed from the 
United States, attached to 64th Signal Operating 
Co., May 2, 1944, for Glasgow, Scotland. Sergeant 
Holmes served in Normandy, Northern France, Ar- 
dennes, Central Europe, and the Rhineland. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Unit 
Plaque, Good Conduct Medal, and five Bronze Stars. 
He spent six months with the Army of Occupation, 
and was honorably discharged at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, November 4, 1945. He and his wife, Bernice 
Leonteen, live in Blytheville with their child. 





7.—Gunner’s Mate 3/c James Cleveland Cole, son of 
Mrs. Maggie Lauris Cole, was born September UBy 
1925, in Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1928. He 
attended Blytheville High School and entered the 
Navy April 5, 1943, receiving boot training at San 
Diego, California. Mate Cole attended .Gunner’s 
Mate School in San Diego and served in the United 
States for more than a year. Departing August 17, 
1944, for Gamadodo, New Guinea, he remained over- 
seas for a year and four months and participated 
in the invasions of Leyte and Cebu in the Philip- 
pines and Balik-papan, Borneo. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 21, 1945, at Millington, 
Tennessee, he returned to his home in Blytheville, 
Arkansas. 


8.—T/5 A. C. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tem 
Smith, was born February 12, 1925, in Ridgley, 
Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1928. He received 
his education by attending Blytheville High School. 
Entering the Army Engineers June 1, 1948, he 
received basic training at Ft. Screvens, Georgia, and 
Camp Sutton, North Carolina, and attended Demoli- 
tion School, qualifying as sharpshooter and expert 
with the Springfield and M-1 rifles and as baker. 
Attached to the 1305th Engineer Regt., he served for 
10 months in the United States before departing 
March 31, 1944, for Guadalcanal. Overseas a year 
and eight months, he participated in the Okinawa 
campaign, spent three months with the Army of 
Occupation, and was awarded one Bronze Star. 
After being honorably discharged December 30, 
1945, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to Blytheville, 
Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Freda Connie, 
and their child. 


9.—Capt. Charles A. Hunton, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles A. Hunton, Sr., was born October 10, 
1919, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jones- 
boro City Schools and Arkansas State College. A 
member of the National Guard from 1938 to 1941, 
he entered the Air Corps January 20, 1942, and 
received basic training at Cochran Field, Macon, 
Georgia. He attended Service Schools at Keesler 
Field, Mississippi, and Ft. Logan, Colorado, and 
received advanced training at Moody Field, Valdosta, 
Georgia, where he received Wings with rank of 
second lieutenant June 30, 19438. He graduated with 
honors as the outstanding cadet in class of 190 
men and was presented a silver saber. He later 
attended Service Schools at Maxwell Field, Alabama; 
Bennettsville, South Carolina; Cochran Field, Macon, 
Georgia; Moody Field, Valdosta, Georgia; Eglin 
Field, Florida( Gunnery School); Will Rogers Field, 
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10. S/Sgt. Jessie E. Waller, son of Mrs. 
Waller, was born December 16, 


eon 
c10-—- Maggie 
| ) 1921, at Leachville, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Leachville, Blytheville, and Corning Public Schools, 
after which he was engaged in farming. Entering 
the Cavalry October 14, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for combat 
infantryman. He was sent to Australia June 26, 
1943, attached to 8th Cavalry and participated in the 
Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Southern 
Philippine, and Luzon campaigns. Sergeant Waller 
received the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Distinguished 
Unit Badge of the 8th Cavalry, and Asiatic-Pacific 
_Ribbon with four Bronze Service Stars and one 
Arrowhead. After serving 28 days with the Army 
of Occupation, he returned to the United States 
October 8, 1945, and was honorably discharged at 
Camp Chaffee October 23, 1945. 


11.—Cpl. Tandy L. Young, 
Hugh C. Young, was born August 15, 1918, in 
Finger, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1938. 
He received his education by attending Bethel 
Springs, Tennessee, Public School. Entering the 
Service Forces November 17, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp McCain, Mississippi, quali- 
fying as dental technician. Corporal Young served 
for more than three years in the United States 
with the Medics and was awarded World War II 
Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged March 16, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he re- 
turned to Blytheville, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Bettye, and their son. 


12.—Seaman 1/c Dan L. Wallace, son of Mrs. J. L. 
Wallace, was born December 6, 1921, at Dell, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Dell 
Public School, afterwards being engaged in farm- 
ing. Entering the Navy March 15, 1943, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, qualifying 
in gunnery. Seaman Wallace served overseas two 
years and six months and was honorably discharged 
at Memphis, Tennessee, November 2, 1945. He 
lives in Blytheville, Arkansas, with his wife, Betty. 


13.—Electrician’s Mate 2/e R. B. Wallace, son of 
Mrs. Myrtle Wallace, was born October 7, 1914, in 
’ Micola, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1915. After 
completing his schooling, he was engaged in farm- 
ing. Entering the Navy July 12, 1943, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. Mate Wallace 
departed October 5, 1944, for Pearl Harbor, and 
remained overseas for two years. He participated 
in eight major battles and 13 campaigns, spending 
two weeks with the occupational forces in Tokyo. 
After being honorably discharged October 22, 1945, 
at Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to his home 
in Blytheville, Arkansas. 


14.—Cpl. Malcolm J. Flake, son of Mrs. Laura E. 
Flake, was born at Huntington, Tennessee, July 1, 
1919, moving to Arkansas in 1924. He received 
his education by attending Lane Grade School and 
Blytheville Junior and Senior High Schools, after 
which he was employed by Hoosier Engineering 
Company, Benton Harbor, Michigan. Entering the 
Military Police Corps May 21, 1942, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson. Later by at- 
tending service school at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, he qualified for administrative clerk-military 
policeman. After serving seven months in the United 
States, Corporal Flake was sent to the Canal Zone 
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serving over two years overseas, Private Flake re- 
turned to the United States September 14, 1945, and 
was honorably discharged at Fitzsimmons General 
Hospital, Denver, Colorado, January 18, 1946. He 
lives in Blytheville. 


16.—Pfc. Chester Ferguson is the son of Albert and 
Vera Ferguson of Blytheville, Arkansas, where he 
was born. He was educated in the Flatlake and 
Yarbro Public Schools and was a farmer and truck 
driver until enlisting in the Regular Army in 1940. 
He had seen service with the National Guard. Pri- 
vate Ferguson served basic training at Camp Rob- 
inson, Arkansas, and was sent to the Alaskan thea- 
ter in July 1940. He served for more than 27 
months in the Alaskan theater and did garrison 
duty on several islands after their capture from 
the Japanese. He was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Gordon, Georgia, 
on June 8, 1945. His wife is Marie Ferguson. 


17.—S/Sgt. Willie Ferguson, son of Albert and 
Vera Ferguson of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born 
in Calaway County, Kentucky, on April 19, 1913, 
and moved with his family to Arkansas in 1915. 
He attended the Blytheville and Yarbrough Schools 
and was engaged in farming until entering the 
National Guard in 1932. Sergeant Ferguson served 
basic training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, after trans- 
ferring to the Regular Army. Sent to Alaska in 
July 1940, he saw action in the Aleutian Islands 
campaign and in the fighting in New Guinea. This 
brave soldier was killed in action in the Pacific 
theater in 1944. He was the holder of the Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and 
several medals for boxing and marksmanship. He 
is survived by his wife, Jennell Ferguson and their 
two children. 


18.—Pfc. Edward Wilson Webster is the son of 
Walter Gray and Ruthie Jane Webster of Blythe- 
ville, Arkansas, where he was born on December 
19, 1920. He attended Blytheville High School and 
was employed at the Blytheville Laundry until 
entering military service on September LOA ZA Ss 
signed to the Infantry, he served basic training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Radio 
School. In January 1945, he was sent to LeHavre, 
France, and remained overseas 10 months. Private 
Webster took part in the Rhineland and Central 
Europe campaigns and was awarded the European 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Combat In- 
fantryman Badge and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Ark- 
ansas, on January 17, 1946. His wife is the former 
Nettie Geraldine Burgess. 


19.—Sgt. Harry Vinson White, son of Mary and 
Hezzie K. White, was born August 14, 1922, in 
Alamo, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1941. 
He attended Bradford Grade School, afterwards 
being engaged in farming. Entering the Corps of 
Engineers October 1, 1942, he received basic train- 
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ing at Ft. Belvoir, Virg a, and 
and Electricians’ School at Schene 
qualifying as marksman and speciali 
light maintenance. After se n three 
years in the United States, Sergeant White was 
honorably discharged February 19, 1946, at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington, and returned to Blytheville, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Emma Jane. 


20.—Pvt. Walter Gray Webster, Jr., son of Ruthie 
_ Jane and Walter Gray Webster, Sr., was born De- 
cember 27, 1922, in Blytheville, Arkansas. He at- 
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1.—Cpl. Bethel Lee Cole, son of Mrs. Dolpha Cole, 
was born May 8, 19138, at Camden, Tennessee, moving 
to Arkansas in 1928. He attended grade schools 
in Tennessee, Missouri, and Arkansas, and Bono 
High School at Bono, Arkansas. Entering the Army 
Air Force April 1, 1942, he received basic training 
at Midland, Texas, qualifying for radio mechanic. 
Attached to 486th Sch. Sqdn., he served nine months 
and was honorably discharged at William Beaumont 
General Hospital, El Paso, Texas, January 2, 1943. 
He and his wife, Thelma, live in Blytheville, Arkan- 
sas, with their child. 


2.—Cpl. Curtis L. Cole, son of Mrs. Dolpha Cole, 
was born March 10, 1926, in Bragg City, Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1928. He attended Flat Lake 
rural school and Armoral High School, afterwards 
being employed as welder and shipping clerk. 
Entering the Corps of Engineers March 25, 1945, 
he received basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
and attended Service School. After serving for 
six months in the United States, Corporal Cole 
departed in September 1945, for the Pacific Theater 
of Operations, and according to last information 
received was still in service overseas. His home is in 
Blytheville, Arkansas. 


3.—Cpl. Leonard Cole, son of Mrs. Dolpha Cole, was 
born at Camden, Tennessee, October 5, 1918, moving 
to Arkansas in 1928. He received his education by. 
attending Jonesboro Rural Schools. Entering the 
Army Air Force May 21, 1942, he received basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, later at- 
tending Aircraft Mechanics’ School at Chanute 
Field, Illinois, where he qualified for sheet metal 
worker. After serving one year, he was sent to 
the South Pacific attached to 388th Air Service 
Sqdn. on October 6, 1943. He participated in the 
Philippine Islands campaign and after serving over- 
seas 25 months was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, November 16, 1945. Corporal Cole was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal and American 
Defense and Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbons. He and 
his wife, Mary Geneva, live in Blytheville, Arkansas, 
with their child. 


4.—T/Sgt. Paul A. Burks, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
W. Burks, was born April 26, 1912, at Blytheville, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
public school at Dogwood Ridge, Blytheville High 
School, and Arkansas State A. & M. College, Jones- 
boro, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air Force May 
22, 1942, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and by attending Chanute Field 
Service School specialized as propeller specialist 
and airplane mechanic. Attached to 381st Bomb 
Group, 535th Bomb Sqdn., he was sent to Europe 
May 28, 1943, and participated in Southern France, 
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Eu- 
rope, and Normandy campaigns and air offensive 
over Europe. He received the European Theater 
Ribbon with seven Bronze Stars, Distinguished Unit 
Badge, and Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the 
United States July 1, 1945, he was honorably dis- 
charged at Sheppard Field, Texas, September 29, 
1945, returning to Blytheville, where he lives with 
his wife, Ethel. 


5.—Ist Lt. Delbert Hooker, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
N. B. Hooker, was born December 5, 1906, in Monti- 
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cello, Arkansas. Entering the Corps of Engineers 
April 30, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, and attended Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. Lieutenant Hooker 
served for more than a year in the United States, 
including service at Brooklyn Army Base, New York, 
and at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, Engineer Re- 
placement Training Center. He departed in August 
1943, from Port of Embarkation at Jackson Bar- 
racks, New Orleans, Louisiana, for Panama, where 
he remained for more than two years, serving as 
transportation and equipment officer for division 
engineers and as chief of shops and equipment 
maintenance. Returning to the United States No- 
vember 26, 1945, Lieutenant Hooker was placed on 
terminal leave and released to inactive duty February 
11, 1946. He lives in Leachville, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Wilma Guinn, and their son. 


6.—T/5 Lester Emery, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Emery, was born at Blytheville, Arkansas, February 
19, 1920. He entered the Army Signal Corps No- 
vember 17, 1942, receiving basic training at Camp 
McCain, Mississippi. He served one year in the 
United States attached to 38rd Signal Bn., and was 
sent to Europe February 8, 1944. Corporal Emery 
participated in five major battles in the campaigns 
of Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhine- 
land, and Central Europe. After serving 22 months 
overseas, he returned to the States December 11, 
1945, and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, December 24, 1945. He and his wife, 
Christeen, live in Blytheville with their child. 


7.—Sgt. Raymond Kenneth Lowery, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Luther Lowery, was born February 24, 1912, 
at Campbell, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1917. 
He received his education by attending Leachville 
Public Schools, after which he was engaged in 
farming. Entering the Infantry September 9, 1942, 
he received basic training at Camp Adair, Oregon, 
qualifying for squad leader. After serving 22 
months in the United States, he was sent to Ryukyus 
and participated in the battles of Leyte and Okinawa. 
He received Expert M-1 Rifleman’s Medal December 
24, 1942; Sharpshooter Medal, M-1 Rifle, February 
24, 1944; and Sharpshooter Medal, carbine, February 
19, 1944. Sergeant Lowery was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Service Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, three Service Stars, Expert 
and Combat Infantry Badge, and Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, October 9, 1945, returning to Leach- 
ville, where he lives with his wife, Lorene. 


8.—George William Phillips, son of Mrs. Josie 
Kimble of Blytheville, Arkansas, was born October 
28, 1918. He attended Missouri Public Schools and 
graduated from Braggadocia High School. He was 
engaged in farming prior to entering the Navy 
February 23, 1942. He received boot training at 
Farragut, Idaho, and was then sent to Bremerton, 
Washington and later to Long Beach, California. 
(No further details were furnished regarding the 
service record of George Phillips.) 


9.—Pharmacist’s Mate Grady W. Ellis, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. P. Ellis of Braggadocio, Missouri, was 
born September 16, 1917, in Missouri. He attended 
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Braggadocio Public | 1ools and 
Braggadocio High School. He e 
March 2, 1942, and received his boot training a 
San Diego, California. He was then transferred to 
Pensacola, Florida for seven weeks’ training and 
then to port of embarkation, San Diego, California. 


(No further details regarding his service record — 


were furnished.) 


10.—Ransome Marion Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Thomas of Hayti, Missouri, was born De- 
cember 13, 1917. He attended Delta City, Mississippi, 
Public Schools and also Missouri schools. Before 
entering the Navy May 18, 194— he was engaged 
in farming. He received his boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, and was later sent to Shoemaker, 
California. (No further details regarding the ser- 
vice record of this serviceman were furnished.) 


11.—Sgt. Neal Karnes McHaney, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Neal McHaney, Sr., was born September 17, 
1905, at Senath, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 
1921. He received his education by attending Bly- 
theville High School and was afterwards employed 
by the Leachville Lumber Co. Entering the Army 
Air Corps September 2, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, qualifying for mess 
sergeant. Sergeant McHaney served over three 
years attached to Medical Corps and was awarded 
the Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably dis- 
charged at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, October 2, 
1945, and lives in Leachville, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Dollie. s 


12.—S/Sgt. Fred Ishmel Oliver, son of Harry Gordon 
and Lilly Ann Oliver, was born at Mayfield, Ken- 
tucky, moving to Arkansas in 1932. He received his 
education by attending Eddyville Public Schools 
and Sudberry Grade School, Blytheville, Arkansas. 
Enlisting in the Infantry December 23, 1940, he 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, attended 
Machine Gun School, and specialized for quarter- 
master supply technician. After 10 months’ service 
he was sent to Seward, Alaska, attached to Infantry 
Quartermaster, 9th Service Command Unit, August 
30, 1941, where he served for nine months. Ser- 
geant Oliver qualified as first class machine gunner, 
pistol sharpshooter, and expert rifleman. He received 
the American Defense Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacifie Theater Ribbon, Good Con- 
duct Medal and Victory Ribbon. He was honorably 
discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, November 
1, 1945. He and his wife, Ruth Elizabeth, live in 
Blytheville, Arkansas, with their child. 


13.—Seaman 1/ce Randolph Franklin Parks, son of 
Mrs. E. €. Parks, was born August 11, 1913, at 
Essex, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1917. After 
attending grade and high school, he was employed 
as freight checker and truck driver. Entering the 
Navy May 20, 1943, he received boot training at 
San Diego Naval Training Station and attended 
Gunnery School. He was sent to Hawaii December 
8, 1943, and participated in 34 Pacific raids, 10 oc- 
cupations, and two sea battles against the Japanese 
fleet. Seaman Parks was wounded in action and 
was awarded the Purple Heart. He received an 
honorable discharge at Millington, Tennessee, No- 
vember 24, 1945, and lives in Blytheville, Arkansas. 


14.—Pvt. James Edward Faught, Jr., son of Mrs. 
Nell Gertrude Faught, was born July 2, 1926, at 
Blytheville, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Armorel, Arkansas, Public School. Enter- 
ing the Marine Corps October 16, 1942, he received 
boot training at San Diego and qualified for expert 
rifleman, winning first prize on the rifle range. 
He was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific area February 
1943, attached to Regimental Headquarters and Ser- 
vice Co., 21st Marines. Private Faught was in three 
major battles against the enemy and was killed by a 
sniper’s bullet November 18, 1943, after the battle 
was over at Bougainville Island. He is survived by 
his mother, who lives in Blytheville. 


15.—Fireman 1/ce Teddy Loyd Faught, son of Mrs. 
Nell Gertrude Faught, was born October 16; 1920, 
at Blytheville, Arkansas. He received his education 
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16.—Pfe. John A. Cook, son of Charlie Coo 
Leachville, Arkansas, was born June 1, 1908. 


ar 
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received his education in the Leachville Public — 


Schools and was engaged in farming. Private Cook 
was inducted into the Army Air Corps September 
1942, and received basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas. He was then sent to Rapid City, South 
Dakota, where he was a military police for two 
years. From South Dakota he was transferred to 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and shipped overseas. 
No further details regarding the service record of 
Private Cook were furnished. He and his wife, Olive, 
have three children. 


17.—Pfe. Arthur Vern Hueter, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
V. C. Hueter, was born June 20, 1923, in Mayfield, 
Missouri, Moving to Arkansas in 1928. He attended 
Leachville High School, afterwards being engaged 
in farming. Entering the Infantry May 18, 1943, 
he received basic training in Aberdeen, Maryland, 
and attended Cooks’ and Bakers’ School, qualifying 
as cook. Attached to Ord. Division, he departed 
December 20, 19438, for the South Pacific Theater of 
Operations and remained overseas for two years, 
participating in ground combat at Iwo Jima and 
the Northern Solomons. Private Hueter was awarded 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Asiatic-Pacifie Thea- 
ter Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and Victory Rib- 
bon. After being honorably discharged December 
2, 1945, at Ft. Bliss, Texas, he returned to Leach- 
ville, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Opal 
Lee, and their children. 


18.—Cpl. Jesse Woodrow Melvin, son of John Lloyd 
and Carrie Melvin was born June 12, 1915, at Rosa, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Dogwood, New Liberty, Burdette, and Luxora Public 
Schools. Entering the Marine Corps September 2, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and qualified as rifle marksman. He was 
sent to New Zealand February 20, 19438, attached 
to 2nd Anti-tank Battalion, and was in action against 
the enemy at Tarawa and Saipan, receiving wounds 
in both battles. He was awarded two Presidential 
Citations, two Purple Hearts, and Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars. Corporal 
Melvin received an honorable discharge at Washing- 
ton, D. C., September 20, 1945. He and his wife, 
Cornelia, live in Blytheville, Arkansas, with their 
four children. 


19.—Pfc. Johnnie F. Melvin, son of John Lloyd and 
Carrie Melvin, was born October 16, 1918, at Luxora, 
Arkansas. After completing his education, he was 
engaged in farming with his father. A member of 
the National Guard since January 1940, he entered 
the Regular Army December 23, 1940, receiving 
basic training at Camp Robinson and at Tacoma, 
Washington. After training in the United States, he 
was sent to the Aleutian Islands August 30, 1941, and 
later to the European theater. Private Melvin was 
awarded the American Defense Ribbon with one 
Battle Star, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Battle 
Star, European-African-Middle Eastern Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, and the Good Conduct Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, July 19, 
1945, returning to Blytheville, where he lives with 
his wife, Margie Bee. 


20.—Cpl. Eddie W. Melvin, son of Carrie and John 
L. Melvin, was born April 13, 1913, in Rosie, Arkan- 
sas. He received his education by attending Burdett, 
Arkansas, Public School, after which he was en- 
gaged as a farmer and carpenter. Entering the 
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_1—Cpl. Porter K. 
Porter Kirby Harris, Sr., 
in Holland, Missouri, moving to Arkansas in 1940. 
He attended Holland High School and State Teachers 
College at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, afterwards 


Harris, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 


was born February 5, 1918, 


being engaged as school teacher, accountant, and 
salesman. Entering the Chemical Warfare Service 
_ January 4, 1948, he received basic training at Camp 
Sibert, Alabama, qualifying as toxic gas handler 
and expert marksman. Attached to 758th M.P. bn., 
217th Chem. Serv. Co., he served more than a year 
in the United States, departing May 8, 1944, for 
New Guinea. Overseas a year and eight months, 
Corporal Harris participated in the campaigns of 
British New Guinea and the Philippines, spending 
three months with the Army of Occupation in 
Japan and receiving Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
and one Campaign Star. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 24, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Blytheville, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Thelma. 


2.—T/Sgt. Carl Cullison, Jr., grandson of Mrs. M. C. 
Cullison and nephew of Mrs. J. F. Lenti, was born 
July 6, 1925, at Blytheville, Arkansas. He received 
his education by attending Blytheville High School, 
entering the Marine Corps December 2, 1942, before 
graduating. He received boot training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, and by attending Personnel 
Classification School qualified for classification 
specialist. After serving nearly two years at Marine 
bases in the United States, he was sent to the South 
Pacific August 17, 1944, and was in action against 
the enemy at Peleliu and Okinawa. Sergeant Culli- 
son received rifle M-1 Marksmanship Medal in 
January 1943, two Battle Participation Stars, and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at San Diego, California, January 31, 1946. 


3.—Ens. Benjamin Henry Levy, Jr., son of Rose 
Lowenhaupt and Benjamin Henry Levy, Sr., was 
born October 25, 1914, in Blytheville, Arkansas. He 
attended Blytheville Grade School; Snowden Junior 
High, and Central High Schools in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee; and Champaign, Illinois, University of Il- 
linois. Entering the Naval Reserve March 1941, he 
received boot training at Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
Maryland, and attended Torpedo School at Newport, 
Rhode Island. Departing October 1941, for the 
Philippines, Ensign Levy served overseas for more 
than three years, participating in battles of Manila, 
Cavite, Bataan and Corregidor in December 1941 and 
January 1942, being wounded in action at Corregidor. 
He was captured by the Japanese and held as 
prisoner of war until his death, December 15, 1944, 
He was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart 
and Presidential Unit Citation and was recommended 
for other awards by the Navy Department. He is 
survived by his parents, who live in Blytheville. 


4.—Chief Carpenter’s Mate James Russell Mead, 
son of Mrs. C. G. Henderson, was born October 17, 
1912, at New York City, moving to Arkansas in 
April 1942. He attended Western Military Academy 
four years and Missouri University (civil engineer- 
ing) three years, afterwards being employed by 
the Missouri Highway Department in highway 
location and construction work for eight years. 
Enlisting in the Naval Construction Battalion No- 
vember 15, 1942, he received boot training at Camp 
Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, later attending Ad- 
vanced Military Tactics School at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, and Aircraft Recognition Instruc- 
tors’ School at Quonset, Rhode Island, where he 
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Specialized in pontoon work with amphibious forces. 
Departing from the United States November 25, 
1944, he served at Pear] Harbor, Eniwetok, Ulithi, 
Leyte and Samar, Philippine Islands, Guam, Saipan, 
Okinawa, and Japan. He was awarded Expert 
Rifleman’s Badge and American Theater, Asiatic- 
Pacific, Philippine Liberation and Victory Ribbons. 
Mate Mead spent five days in Yokohoma with the 
Army of Occupation and was discharged at Milling- 
ton, Tennessee, November 24, 1945. He and his 
eS Dina May, live in Blytheville with their daugh- 
ers. 


5.—Sgt. Robert Hill Blaylock, son of Marilyn Hill 
and Robert E. Blaylock, was born May 29, 1926, 
in Memphis, Tennessee, later moving to Arkansas. 
He attended Blytheville, Arkansas, High School, and 
William R. Moore School of Technology in Memphis. 
Entering the Army October 16, 1944, he received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, quali- 
fying as expert with rifle, carbine, and grenade, 
and specializing in radio. Attached to Infantry 
Training Bn., he departed March 13, 1945, for the 
South Pacific. Sergeant Blaylock was awarded 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with one Star, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Star, Occupation Rib- 
bon, Victory Ribbon, Infantryman’s Combat Badge, 
and Good Conduct Medal. According to last informa- 
tion received he was still in service with the Army 
of Occupation in Japan. His wife, Margaret Gean, 
lives in Blytheyville. 


6.—Pfe. William Franklin Rodgers, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark P. Rodgers, was born November 8, 1924, 
at Luxora, Arkansas. Graduating from Luxora High 
School May 19, 1942, he was employed by the Frisco 
Railroad Company prior to entering the Armed 
Forces. Enlisting in the Marine Corps May 19, 
1942, he received boot training at San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and qualified as expert with the bayonet, 
pistol, hand grenade, and rifle. Private Rodgers 
was sent to the South Pacific in September and 
after serving five months was killed in action at 
Iwo Jima March 1, 1945. He is survived by his 
parents, who live at Osceola, Arkansas. 


7.—Sgt. Wilson H. Bohaning, son of Lucey J. and 
Ira H. Bohaning, was born March 31, 1923, at Bly- 
theville, Arkansas. After finishing his education by 
attending Blytheville Public Schools, he enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps, September 4, 1941, receiving 
basic training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. He 
attended Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois, spe- 
cializing for supply clerk. After serving in the 
United States attached to 29th Air Service Group, 
he departed November 3, 1942, for the Solomon 
Islands and India. Sergeant Bohaning participated 
in the campaigns of Guadalcanal and Northern 
Solomons. He qualified for rifle marksman April 
24, 1944, and was awarded the American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two 
Bronze Service Stars, American Theater Ribbon, 
and World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to 
the United States after serving more than two years 
overseas, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, November 13, 1945. 


8.—Lt. Col. Ivy W. Crawford, son of Ida and F. B. 
Crawford, was born July 29, 1893, in Oxford, Mis- 
sissippi, moving to Arkansas in 1924. He attended 
the University of Mississippi (B.S. degree, 1916; 
L.L.B., 1923), afterwards being engaged as attorney 
and as member of the Arkansas General Assembly 
(1935-1939), and Arkansas -State Senate (1939- 
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9.—S/Sgt. Henry Oscar Muery, Jr., son of Mrs. 
Carrie Lou Muery, was born March 5, 1919, at Arp, 
Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in August 1923. 
He received his education by attending Blytheville 
Grade and High Schools and University of Arkansas. 
Enlisting in the Marine Corps July 15, 1941, he 
received boot training at Parris Island, South Caro- 
lina, later attending Naval School of Photography 
and Camera Repair and qualifying for aviation 
aerial photography and camera repair, and as 
laboratory technician, June 1, 1942. After one years’ 
Service in the United States, he departed July 5, 
1942, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater, participating 
in defense of Guadalcanal, consolidation of Northern 
Solomons, Bougainville-Treasury operation, and Bis- 
marck Archipelago campaign. Sergeant Muery re- 
ceived Citation for honorable service, Asiatic-Pacific 
and American Defense Ribbons, and Presidential 
Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged at 
Cherry Point, North Carolina, October 6, 1945. 


10.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 2/c Joseph Albert Mc- 
Clure, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. McClure, Sr., 
was born December 31, 1924, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
He attended Blytheville Elementary and High 
School, Hendrix College, and Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute. Entering the Navy December 19, 1942, 
he received boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and attended Basic Engineering School, Diesel 
School Class A, and Diesel School (submarine), 
Hydraulic, qualifying in air conditioning, refrigera- 
tion, and hydraulics. He served on submarine duty 
for more than three years and was attached to the 
U.S.S. Cubera, making two patrol runs in the At- 
lantic Ocean and participating in operations in the 
Caribbean Sea with bases from New London, Con- 
necticut, to Panama. After being honorably dis- 
charged May 11, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, he 
returned to his home in Blytheville, Arkansas. 


11.—2nd Lt. Elton Barfield Foster, son of the late 
Ola Barfield and Michel Lafayette Foster, was born 
November 16, 1916, in Fairdealing, Missouri, moving 
to Arkansas in 1935. He attended Grade School at 
Fairdealing and completed Junior High and High 
School at Kennett, Missouri, afterwards being em- 
ployed by Wurlitzer Music Machines Company. 
Entering the Air Corps May 30, 1943, he received 
basic training at Sheppard Field, Wichita, Texas, 
and attended Cadet School at San Marcus, Texas, 
and San Antonio, Texas; primary training schools 
for single-engine pilots at Goodfellow Field, San 
Angelo, Texas; basic single-engine school at Bruce 
Field, Ballinger, Texas; advanced single-engine 
school at Eagle Pass, Texas; advanced twin-engine 
school at Lubbock, Texas; and training school for 
1st Troop Carrier Command, George Field, Lawerns- 
ville, Illinois. After completing transition and gun- 
nery. schools, he qualified for instrument flying and 
received Marksmanship Medals. _He was commis- 
sioned second lieutenant and _ pilot September 8, 
1944. Departing April 15, 1945, for Biak, Morotai, 
Leyte, Luzon, Mindanao, and Manila, he remained 
overseas for more than a year and was awarded 
four Battle Stars and Presidential Unit Citation for 
his troop carrier squadron. According to last in- 
formation received he was still in service. His wife, 
Earlene, and their daughter live in Blytheville, 
Arkansas. 
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13.—S/Sgt. Clarence E. Johnson is the son of Mrs. C. 
. Johnson of Blytheville, Arkansas, where he was 
born on December 9, 1924. He attended Blytheville 
High School and Draughon’s Business College at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and was employed as a clerk 
by the Acco Trucking Company until entering the 
Army on March 4, 1943. Assigned to the Ordnance 
Department, he completed basic training at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, and attended Radio School, 
Armorer School and the Air Corps College Training 
Detachment. He specialized in the care of small 
arms and in December 1944, was sent to the Euro- 
pean theater with his unit, the 3216th Small Arms 
Company. Sergeant Johnson also saw service in the 
South Pacific theater and served a total of more 
than 14 months overseas. Holder of the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon, European Theater Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and 
the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably discharged 
on March 10, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 


14.—S/Sgt. Carmel R. Clune, son of J. Ben and 
Anna K. Clune, was born December ieee O2teeeat 
Paragould, Arkansas. He attended Blytheville High 
School and University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. 
Entering the Army Air Force December 7, 1942, 


‘he received basic training at Santa Ana, California, 
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and later by attending Gunnery School at Tyndall 
Field, Florida, qualified for aerial gunner. After 
completing his training, he departed March 1, 1944, 
for Italy, where he served in the campaigns of 
Rome-Arno, North Apennines, air offensive over 
Europe, and air combat over Balkans. He was 
wounded in action and was awarded, in addition to 
Air Crew Wings, the Purple Heart, Air Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters and American Theater Rib- 
bon with four Battle Stars. Sergeant Clune was 
honorably discharged at San Antonio, Texas, Janu- 
ary 23, 1946. 


15.—Segt. John B. Clune, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Ben 
Clune, was born at Paragould, Arkansas, May 31, 
1915. He received his education by attending Bly- 
theville High School, afterwards being employed 
by Dixie Greyhound Lines. Entering the Army Air 
Forces July 29, 1942, he received basic training at 
Miami Beach, Florida, later attending Airplane and _ 
Engines School, Gulfport, Mississippi, and Pratt 
and Whitney Engines School, Detroit, Michigan, 
where he qualified for aircraft mechanic and en- 
gineer. After serving 10 months in the United 
States attached to 554th AAF Base Unit at Memphis, 
he departed April 22, 1948, for the China-Burma- 
India theater where he served for over 29 months. 
Sergeant Clune received AAF Air Crew Member 
Badge and Technician’s Badge (aircraft mechanic) 
and for meritorious service overseas was awarded 
one Bronze Star, Distinguished Unit Badge, Good 
Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the States 
August 6, 1945, he was honorably discharged at 
Scott Field, Illinois, November 19, 1945. 


16.—Seaman 1/c William Seymore, Jr., son of May- 
bell and William George Seymore, was born Sep- 
tember 7, 1923, in Blytheville, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Ekron, Dell, and Burdette Schools and en- 
rolled for a college preparatory course with the 
American School of Chicago, afterwards being en- 
gaged in farming with his father and employed in 
the construction of the Blytheville Army Air Field 
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for Pearl Harbor, Guam, and the Marianas Islands, 
remaining overseas for 10 months. He served with 
the Army of Occupation, operating a carpenter shop 
for a motor pool and left Guam May 24. Seaman 
Seymour was to be discharged July 6, 1946, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, according to last information 
received. His home is in Blytheville. 


17.—S/Set. Phillip Spencer Alexander, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe W. Alexander of Blytheville, Arkansas, 
was born August 25, 1917. He received his education 
in the Blytheville "Schools and is a graduate of 
Blytheville High School. Sergeant Alexander entered 
the Army (A.T.C.) May 21, 1942, and received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He was then 
sent to Newfoundland and spent 26 months there. 
No further details were furnished regarding the 
service record of Sergeant Alexander. His wife is 
Mary Borum Alexander, of Blytheville. 


18.—Radioman 3/c William Augustus Eldredge, Jr., 
son of Mrs. Baker L. Wilson, was born July 21, 
1925, in Memphis, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas 
in 1930. He attended Blytheville Grade School, 
Fayette County High School, Blytheville High 
School, and University of Arkansas for two years. 
Entering the Navy September 19, 1944, he received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho, and attended 
Radio School at Yerba Buena Island, San Francisco, 
California, qualifying in radio. Attached to the 
7th Fleet, he departed July 15, 1945, for the Island 
of Samar and served at Manila and Subic Bay. 
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1.—S/Sgt. Woodrow W. Turner, was born August 
22, 1918, at Brookland, Arkansas. 
Army Air Corps July 16, 1941, he received basic 
training at Fresno, California, qualifying for air- 
plane mechanic. After serving 18 months attached 
to 4th Airdrome Sqdn., he departed from the United 
States May 17, 1948, for Australia. He participated 
in the campaigns of New Guinea and Philippine 
liberation. After serving more than two years over- 
seas, Sergeant Turner returned to the United States 
November 3, 1945, and was honorably discharged 
November 16, 1945, at Camp Chaffee. 


2.—Radioman 1/c Frank Arnold Turner, son of Mrs. 
Arbelle Turner, was born August 30, 1923, at Para- 
gould, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Truman High School, after which he was 
employed by the Kroger Grocery and Baking Com- 
pany. Entering the Navy October 8, 1942, he re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, and later by 
attending Radio School, University of California, 
qualified for radio operator. After serving seven 
months in the States he was sent to the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater where he participated in the battles 
off Gilbert, Marshall, and Saipan Islands. After 
serving almost three years overseas, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, January 3, 
ary He was killed in an automobile accident 
in 1946. 


3.—S/Sgt. Charles William Presley, son of Mrs. 
Alma Willie Presley, was born at Irondale, Missouri, 
later moving to Arkansas. He entered the Infantry 
on September 38, 1948, receiving basic training at 
Ft. McClellan, Alabama, and qualifying for anti- 
tank gunner After training in the United States, 
Sergeant Presley was sent to New Guinea March 
8, 1944, and participated in Leyte and Luzon cam- 
paigns, afterwards serving three months with the 
Army of Occupation. He qualified as sharpshooter 
expert with the rifle and was awarded the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Good Conduct Medal, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon, Presidential Citation, 
Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in action. Returning to the United 
States on January 3, 1946, he was honorably dis- 
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ing at Parris Island, ‘South Carolina. 
the South Pacific theater in February, - 
served as a squad leader during the Yehting 
Bougainville, Guam and Vella Lavelle during his 
more than 22 months of foreign service. Wounded 
during the taking of Guam, he is the holder of the 
Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, and Presidential 
Unit Citation. Corporal Rowe was honorably dis- 
charged at Quantico, Virginia, on October 16, 1945. 


20.—Pfc. Leo A. Wilbanks, son of Mrs. Maggie Wil- 
banks, was born June 20, 1915, at Truman, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Truman 
Public Schools. He entered the Army on September 
12, 1948, receiving basic training at Camp Roberts, 
California, and Camp Rucker, Alabama, and quali- 
fying as gunner (heavy artillery). After training 
in the United States, he was sent to England at- 
tached to the 35th Division where he participated 
in the invasion of Normandy and the St. Lo, Nancy, 
and seven other major engagements in France. He 
was wounded in action November 1, 1944. After 
serving overseas, he returned to the United States 
and was honorably discharged at Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana, July 10, 1945. 
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charged at Camp Chaffee, January 10, 1946. He 
lives in Turman, Arkansas. 


4.—Coxswain Thaddeus Monroe Hogan, son of the 
late Monroe and Evelyn Lorene Hogan, was born 
at Lunsford, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Lunsford Grade School, after which 
he was engaged in farming. Entering the Navy Sea- 
bees November 11, 19438, he received boot training 
at Camp Peary, Virginia, qualifying for barge 
operator. After training in the United States 16 
months, he was sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater 
February 28, 1945, and participated in the libera- 
tion of the Philippine Islands, also spending two 
months in China with the Army of Occupation. He 
was awarded the American Theater Ribbon, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, and 
World War II Victory Ribbon. Returning to the 
United States on Becember 21, 1945, he was honor- 
ably discharged at Millington, Tennessee, January 
38, 1946. He and his wife, Janette Juanita, live in 
Lake City, Arkansas, with their child. 


5.—Seaman 1/c William R. Turner was born May 
21, 1921, at Brookland, Arkansas. Entering the 
Navy June 4, 1942, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes Training Station, Illinois, and attended Gun- 
nery School at Chicago, qualifying for gunner. After 
serving nine months in the United States, he was 
sent to the European-African-Middle Eastern thea- 
ter where he saw service at Tunisia, North Africa, 
Italy, and Southern France. Returning to the 
United States January 2, 1946, he was discharged 
at Memphis, January 21, 1946. 


6.—S/Sgt. Dexter L. Sandefer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Sandefer of Bono, Arkansas, was born on July 
12, 1924, at Center, Arkansas. After graduating 
from Bono High School he entered the Army Air 
Corps on November 7, 1942, and received basic train- 
ing at Keesler Field, Mississippi. Upon completion 
of special instruction in airplane mechanics and 
aerial gunnery, he landed in Italy on February 1, 
1944, with the Air Corps, and during subsequent 
months participated in fighting in the Normandy, 
Southern France, Central European, Rhineland, 
Rome-Arno, North Apennines, Po Valley, Northern 
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Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster and the Presidential Unit 


Citation. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on August 20, 1945, and re- 
turned to his home in Bono. 


7.—S/Segt. Junior R. Collins, son of Mrs. Maggie 
Schuster, was born at Delaplaine, Arkansas, June 
11, 1922. He received his education by attending 
Bono, Arkansas, Grade School. He entered the Field 
Artillery October 1, 1942, receiving basic training 
at Camp Adair, Oregon, and qualifying for wire 
sergeant. Sergeant Collins departed from the United 
States on July 22, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater and participated in Southern Philippine and 
Ryukyus campaigns. He supervised the work of 
lineman in the wire section of a Field Artillery 
battalion, maintaining communications between regi- 
mental and battalion headquarters and various firing 
batteries. He received World War II Victory Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with two Bronze Stars 
and one Bronze Arrowhead, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, and the Purple 
Heart for wounds received on June 238, 1945. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Janu- 
ary 11, 1946, and lives with his wife, Elza Louise, 
at Bono. 


8.—Radioman 3/ce Paul E. Dudley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Dudley of Trumann, Arkansas, was 
born at Turrell, Arkansas, on June 15, 1913, and 
was educated at Trumann High School and Arkansas 
State College. Entering the Navy on April 20, 
1944, he was sent to San Diego, California, for boot 
training and later attended the Radio School at 
Texas A. & M. College, becoming a radioman and 
radio technician. Arriving in the Pacific theater in 
November 1944, he was overseas a year and took 
part in the Iwo Jima invasion. He was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
Memphis, Tennessee, on January 1, 1946. He and 
his wife, Evelyn, are the parents of two children. 


9.—S/Segt. Floyd L. McMillin, son of Mrs. Mattie 
Nora McMillin, was born at Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
on October 9, 1912, and was educated in the Jones- 
boro Public Schools. Prior to his entrance into the 
Army on September 4, 1940, he was engaged in 
trucking and construction work at Jonesboro. He 
left the United States on October 17, 1940, for 
Honolulu, Hawaii, where he completed basic train- 
ing at Schofield Barracks. Assigned to Corps of 
Engineers as a shovel and dragline operator, Ser- 
geant McMillin participated in the Pearl Harbor 
blitz, the second battle of Saipan, and in a 10 
months’ assignment as a member of a task force 
on Canton Island; he served also for eight months 
with the Medical Corps in the United States. His 
medals and decorations include the Expert Rifle- 
man’s Badge, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, American Defense Ribbon with one 
Star and the Good Conduct Medal. He was honor- 
ably discharged at Camp Carson, Colorado, on Sep- 
tember 2, 1945. 


10.—S/Sgt. John H. Green, son of Mrs. Laura Moss, 
was born April 22, 1918, at Harrisburg, Arkansas. 
He received his education by attending Morning 
Sun Public School, after which he was employed 
as a machinist. Entering the Army Ground Forces 
October 18, 19438, he received basic training at 
Camp Callan, California, and later attended Com- 
munication School where he qualified for chief 
of section of 40 MM. AAA. AW. After serving six 
months attached to Battery B, 102nd Anti-aircraft 
Artillery, Automatic Weapons Battalion, he was 
sent to New Guinea April 27, 1944, where he served 
on New Guinea and South Philippine Islands. Ser- 
geant Green qualified for rifle marksman and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
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the American Defense Ribbon. 
sage on November 24, 1945, at Scott Field, 
inois. 


12.—Fireman 1/e Marion Francis McCaskill, son of 
Malcom F. and Anna McCaskill, was born at Bald- 
win, Mississippi, April 28, 1915, moving to Arkansas 
in 1923. He received his education by attending 
Friendship and Herman Rural Schools, after which 
he was engaged in farming until 1940, and was 
employed as defense plant worker in Indiana. Enter- 
ing the Navy on May 12, 1944, he received boot 
training at Sampson, New York, and after four 
months’ service in the United States departed for 
the South Pacific theater August 11, 1944. He 
participated in the Philippine Island campaigns and 
received the American Theater Ribbon, Victory 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with four Stars, and 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Stars. He and 
his wife, Annie Lou, live in Trumann, Arkansas, 
with their two daughters. 


13.—Pfe. John T. Allen, son of Clara E. and Thomas 
E. Allen, was born March 10, 1919. Entering the 
Medical Corps June 12, 1942, he received basic 
training at Camp Grant, Illinois, and served for 10 
months in the United States. He departed April 
16, 1948, and served overseas for more than two 
years. Attached to 56th Evacuation Hospital, he 
participated in four campaigns: Naples-Foggia, 
Rome-Arno, Northern Apennines, and Po Valley, 
and was awarded four Bronze Stars and the Good 
Conduct Medal. Returning to the United States July 
10, 1945, he was honorably discharged July 18, 
1945, at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned 
to Trumann, Arkansas, where he lives with his 
wife, Dorothy, and their children. 


14.—Sgt. Lawrence Lofton Loyall, son of Albert 
William and Weddo Bell Loyall, was born at Whit- 
ten, Arkansas, February 16, 1916. He received his 
education by attending Joiner, Arkansas, Rural 
School, after which he was engaged in farming. 
Enlisting in the Marine Corps July 16, 1937, he 
received boot training at San Diego Naval Training 
Station, San Diego, California. He departed Septem- 
ber 20, 1937, for China, and served overseas for 
nearly five years. Sergeant Loyall participated in 
the Asiatic-Pacific campaigns, including Guadal- 
canal and Tarawa ‘Atoll. He was honorably dis- 
charged July 15, 1948, and lives in Trumann, Ark- 
ansas. 


15.—Pfe. Melvin Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sid 
Brown of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at Water- 
valley, Mississippi, on August 24, 1922, and moved 
with his parents to Arkansas in 1923. Educated 
in the Trumann schools, he was employed by the 
United States Cartridge Company at St. Louis, 
Missouri, until entering the Marines on March 21, 
1944. After completing boot training at San 
Diego, California, he was sent to Guam in July 
1944, and saw action on Guam and in the battle 
of Iwo Jima during his 17 months overseas. Holder 
of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and the American Theater Ribbon, he 
was honorably discharged at Mare Island, California, 
on December 31, 1945. This veteran of the 3rd 
Marine Division and his wife, pal Lee, have two 
children. 
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Gresham of Trumann, Arkansas, was born 
He attended Norfolk, Arkansas, 
school and also schools in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
attended University of Washington, D. C. He 
Army Ordnance Corps November 
2. 1943, and received basic training at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Aberdeen, Maryland. He was 
commissioned second lieutenant then was transferred 
to Camp Campbell, Kentucky, where he was pro- 
moted to first lieutenant. “Later he was trans- 
ferred to Camp Rucker, Alabama, and from there 
to a New York port of embarkation. His wife is 
Betty Gresham. No further information regarding 
his service record was furnished. 


18.—Segt. Joseph Foster Clarke, son of Minnie Flor- 
ence and John Mobbly Clarke, was born June is 
1908, in Paducah, Kentucky, moving to Arkansas 
July 3, 1927. He attended the Law School of Uni- 
versity of Arkansas (L.L.B. degree), afterwards 
being engaged as lawyer and city attorney of 
Jonesboro. Entering the Army October 23, 1942, 
he received basic training at Aberdeen, Maryland, 
Ordnance Replacement Training Center and attended 
Clerical Depot and Supply Ordnance Schools, quali- 
fying as legal clerk. Sergeant Clarke served for 
more than three years in the United States in the 
Army Service Forces, Transporation Corps, with 
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PLATE 


1.—Ist Lt. James Franklin Wright, son of Lonnie 
P. and John A. Wright, was born January 31, 1916, 
in Arcola, Illinois, moving to Arkansas in 1918. He 
attended Trumann High School, afterwards being 
engaged by Poinsett Lumber and Manufacturing 
Company. Entering the Air Force October iL, gee. 
he received basic training at Santa Ana, California, 
and attended Navigation School at Hondo, Texas, 
qualifying as naviagtor and aerial gunner. After 
serving for nearly two years in the United States, 
Lieutenant Wright departed July 10, 1944, for Eng- 
land, and during his year overseas participated in 
campaigns of Ardennes, Northern France, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe. He was awarded the Air Medal 
with four Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
European Theater Ribbon, four Battle Stars, and 
Presidential Citation. After being honorably dis- 
charged September 29, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, he 
returned to Trumann, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Marie, and their child. 


2.—T/3 Gilmore Alexander Wright, son of Lonnie 
P. and John A. Wright, was born January 25, 1913, 
in Gilmore, Arkansas. He attended Trumann High 
School, afterwards being employed by Poinsett Lum- 
ber and Manufacturing Company and Campbell Drug 
Company. Entering the Infantry April 3, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Barkley, Abilene, 
Texas, and attended Chemical Warfare School, 
qualifying as administrative noncommissioned of- 
ficer and as sharpshooter and expert with carbine, 
rifle, and machine gun. After serving almost two 
years in the United States attached to Headquarters, 
3rd Army, Sergeant Wright departed March 13, 
1944, for England. Overseas a year and a half, 
he participated in campaigns of Normandy, North- 
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19.—S/Sgt. Howard V. Patton son of Mr. and Mrs. 


John T. Patton, Sr., was born March 22, 1920, in 
J onesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro Pub- 
lic Schools and Arkansas State College. Entering 
the Air Corps March 6, 1942, he received basic 
training at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and at- 
tended Instructors’ School, qualifying for duty as 
noncommissioned officer and_ instructor. After 
serving for more than two years in the United 
States with the 717th Training Group, Sergeant 
Patton departed May 7, 1944, for England, and re- 
mained overseas for a year and eight months. He 
was honorably discharged January 22, 1946, at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned to Jones- 
boro, where he lives with his wife, Florence Jo- 
sephine. 


20.—T/4 Virgil Henderson Patton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Thomas Patton, Sr., was born March on 
1920, in Jonesboro, Arkansas. He attended Jonesboro 
Public Schools and Arkansas State College. Entering 
the Ordnance Department October 19, 1942, he re- 
ceived basic training at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Maryland, and attended A.A. Artillery School, quali- 
fying as artillery mechanic, light and medium; 
marksman, and sharpshooter. After serving for 
nearly two years in the United States with the 548th 
Art. H.M. Co., Fld.A., he departed September 10, 
1944, for the European Theater of Operations and 
remained overseas for a year and four months. He 
participated in the campaigns of Central Europe, 
Rhineland, and Ardennes, served with the Army 
of Occupation, and was awarded three Bronze Stars 
and the Good Conduct Medal. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 14, 1946, at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his home in 
Jonesboro. 
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ern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Eu- 
rope and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, five 
Campaign Stars, European Theater Ribbon, and 
Good Conduct Medal. After spending four months 
with the Army of Occupation, he was honorably 
discharged September 27, 1945, at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, Missouri, and returned to his home in Tru- 
mann, Arkansas. 


3.—Motor Machinist’s Mate 3/e Roy Franklin Par- 
dew, son of Mrs. Archie Pardew of Trumann, Ark- 
ansas, was born at Nettleton, Arkansas, July 8, 
1913. He attended the Trumann High School and 
was manager of a Kroger store at St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, until entering the Navy on March 23, 1944. 
He completed boot training at San Diego, Califor- 
nia, and became an expert in the maintenance of 
aircraft tires. After only two months in this coun- 
try he was sent to the Hawaiian Islands and saw 
19 months of overseas service. Returning to this 
country he was honorably discharged at Millington, 
Tennessee, on December 19, 1945. He and his wife, 
Pearl, have one child. 


4.—M/Sgt. John Reed Wright, son of Lonnie P. and 
John A. Wright, was born October 22, 1922, in 
Marion, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Trumann High School. Entering the Army 
Air Force August 1940, he received basic training 
at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana, and at- 
tended Engineers’ School at Chanute Field, Illinois, 
qualifying as flight engineer, mechanic, and aerial 
gunner. After serving more than four years in 
the United States, Sergeant Wright departed De- 
cember 30, 1944, for Tinian, Marianas Islands. He 
was listed as missing in action when his plane went 
down over Tokyo May 26, 1945, on his 23rd mission. 
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awarded two Bronze Stars, 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star, and Philippine Liberation 


Ribbon with one Star. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 6, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, 
he returned to Trumann, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Hazel Belle, and their two children. 


6.—Pfe. Guy Marvin Brooks, son of Mrs. Mollie 
Brooks, was born February 18, 1912, in Trumann, 
Arkansas. He attended Trumann schools. Entering 
the Army June 17, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and served for a year in 
the United States before departing June 6, 1942, 
for North Africa. Overseas for two years and eight 
months, he participated in campaigns of Rome- 
Arno, Southern France, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe, being awarded four Stars. After Private 
Brooks was honorably discharged October 14, 1945, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to his 
home in Imboden, Arkansas. 


7.—T/5 Robert Earl Cook, son of John Walter Cook 
of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at Pocahontas, 
Arkansas, on January 11, 1920. He attended the 
Trumann Public Schools and was employed by the 
Poinsett Lumber and Manufacturing Company until 
entering the Army on December 5, 1942. After 
completing his basic training at Ft. McIntosh, Texas, 


he was assigned to Company A, 796th Military 


Police Battalion and arrived with that unit in the 
European theater in April 1944. Corporal Cook 
served as a motorcycle rider throughout the North- 
ern France and Rhineland campaigns and was 
awarded the European Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars and the Presidential Unit Citation for 
his 20 months of foreign service. He was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on De- 
cember 11, 1945. He now makes his home at Tru- 
mann with his wife, Lizzie Ruth, and their child. 


8.—Cpl. Ottie George Carter, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. Carter of Chicago, Illinois, was born March 1, 
1921. He moved to Arkansas in 1937. Corporal 
Carter attended schools in Tennessee. He was 
inducted into the Air Corps September 26, 1942, and 
received basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and his overseas training at Salt Lake City, Utah. 
He was then transferred to Spokane, Washington, 
then to Casper, Wyoming. Corporal Carter was 
sent to San Francisco port of embarkation for 
overseas service. His wife lives in Trumann. No 
further information was furnished. 


9.—S/Sgt. Edwin Earl Baxter is the son of John 
and Hattie Baxter of Trumann, Arkansas, where 
he was born on November 27, 1921. He completed 
his education at Trumann High School and was 
employed by the Poinsett Lumber Mfg. Company 
until entering the Army Air Corps on December 3, 
1942. Upon completion of basic training at Shep- 
pard Field, Texas, he was sent to Gunnery and 
Armament School and became an air crew member. 
Arriving in Italy with his unit, the 829th Bomb 
Squadron, he spent over seven months overseas and 
took part in the Normandy, Northern France, Rome- 
Arno, Southern France campaigns and the air of- 
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11.—Seaman 1/e Robert Loyd Perkins, son of Mrs. 
Ollie Aubery Murphy, was born July 3, 1927, in 
Trumann, Arkansas. He attended Weona and Mc- 
Cormick Schools, afterwards being engaged by 
Anderson-Tulley Company. Entering the Navy 
October 20, 1942, he received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, qualifying as baker. He departed 
December 15, 1942, for Hawaii, and remained over- 
seas for three years. After being honorably dis- 
charged December 30, 1945, at Millington, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to his home in Trumann, Ark- 
ansas. 


12.—Pvt. Lonnie Reeves, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Reeves of Hot Springs, Arkansas, was born April 
21, 1915. He was inducted into the Army February 
9, 1948, and was placed in the Infantry branch. 
Private Reeves received basic training at Camp 
Blanding, Florida, and was later transferred oy ik: 
Meade, Maryland. He was sent overseas and was 
wounded in Germany and was then transferred to 
England for medical attention. No further details 
regarding his service record were furnished. Private 
Reeves and his wife, Willie Mae, of Dyess, Arkan- 
sas, have five children. 


13.—Seaman Harve O. D. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Smith, of Newport, Arkansas, was born at 
Newport, February 25, 1924. He received his edu- 
cation in the Trumann and Dyess (Arkansas) Pub- 
lic Schools and later farmerd. Seaman Smith was 
inducted into the Navy January 23, 1945, and re- 
ceived boot training at San Diego, California. He 
and his wife, Juanita Smith, have three children. 
No further details were furnished. 


14.—Seaman 1/c Boyd Cecil Smith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John R. Smith, was born September 23, 1924, 
at Hardy, Arkansas. He received his education by 
attending Hardy High School, after which he was 
engaged in farming. Entering the Navy February 
22, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, 
Idaho. After seven months’ training he was sent 
to Guam, and spent 16 months in the Asiatic-Pacific 
theater. Seaman Smith received the American Thea- 
ter and Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbons. He was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, Janu- 
ary 28, 1946, returning to Hardy, where he lives 
with his wife, Nytee. 


15.—Seaman 1/e William Earl Wiles, son of W. H. 
and Florence Wiles of Trumann, Arkansas, was born 
at Hardy, Arkansas, on January 31, 1916. He was 
educated at Union and Armstrong schools in Sharp 
County and was engaged in farming and the lumber 
business until entering the Navy on April 20, 1944. 
Trained at Camp Peary, Virginia, he specialized in 
the work of a ship fitter and in September 1944, 
was sent to New Guinea in the Southwest Pacific 
theater. Overseas 16 months, he saw action in the 
battle of the Leyte Gulf and in the entire Philippine 
campaign and also served in Korea and China aboard 
the U.S.S. L.S.T. 464. Seaman Wiles earned the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and the Presidential 
Unit Citation. He was honorably discharged at 
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16.—Seaman 1/e James Bennie Ward, son of James © 
Madison Ward of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at 
West Plains, Missouri, on September 20, 1912, and 
moved with his family to Arkansas in 1914. He 
attended the Nettleton, Arkansas, schools, and was 
a farmer until entering the Navy on April 20, 1944. 
Seaman Ward was sent to San Diego, California, 
for boot training, and later went to the Amphibious 
Training School and became a small boat operator. 
In September 1944, he was sent to Tinian Island in 
the South Pacific and served 14 months with the 
5th Amphibious Force in that area. He was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon and wa’s honor- 
ably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, on Decem- 
ber 14, 1945. He and his wife, Cora Odell, and sons, 
live in Trumann, 


17.—Pfe. Claude M. South, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. E. South of Caraway, Arkansas, was born Oc- 
tober 5, 1913, at Harrisburg, Arkansas. He attended 
Oak Grove and Burns Schools and worked as a 
machinist for Missouri Pacific Railroad at Indo, 
California. He was inducted into the Army Infantry 
April 18, 1944, and received basic training at Camp 
Roberts, California, for 17 weeks. He was then 
transferred to Ft. Meade, Maryland, and left for 
New York from there. He shipped out for overseas 
duty. He and his wife, Maudie, have three children. 
No further data was furnished regarding the service 
record of Private South. 


18.—Cpl. Johnnie Lee Kelley, son of Georgie Ann 
and Autis Lee Kelley of West Fork, Arkansas, was 
born March 28, 1920, in Locke, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Greenland High School, afterwards being 
employed as truck driver and oiler at an Army 
depot and as a cotton dryer in a powder plant. 
Entering the Army January 9, 1945, he received 
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1.—Ens. Stanford Tommy Hawn, son of Bertie C. 
and William R. Hawn, was born September 8, 1921, 
in Trumann, Arkansas. He attended Trumann School 
and Arkansas State College, afterwards being em- 
ployed as millwright, passenger clerk, and dis- 
patcher at St. Louis, Missouri. Entering the Naval 
Air Force in September 1942, he received basic 
training at Lafayette, Louisiana, qualifying as pilot. 
He served in the United States for two years before 
departing November 12, 1944, for Bahia, Brazil, 
South America. Overseas for nine months, he 
participated in guarding the Brazil Air Line at 
Bahia. After being honorably discharged November 
28, 1945, at Miami, Florida, he entered employment 
at the T.A.C.A. airport as passenger clerk and dis- 
patcher. 


2.—Pvt. James A. Heath, son of Mrs. Bulah Ryan 
of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at Walcott, Arkan- 
sas, on June 17, 1919, and completed his education 
at Walcott High School. Entering the military 
service on June 25, 1941, he was sent to Camp 
Roberts, California, for basic Infantry training. 
After three years in this country he was sent with 
his unit, the 320th Infantry Regt., to the European * 
theater and took part in the fighting in three cam- 
paigns. Severely wounded in Europe in November 
1944, he was returned to this country and was 
awarded the Purple Heart, European Theater Rib- 
bon with three Battle Stars, Combat Infantryman 
Badge, American Defense Service Ribbon and the 
Good Conduct Medal. Private Heath was honorably 
discharged at Harmon General Hospital, Longview, 
ae on April 17, 1945. His wife is Verna Lee 
eath. 
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9, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
Army Reserve and enlisted in 

March 22, 1946. At last report : 
at the 4th Ferrying Command, Mem 
nessee. He and his wife, Bennie Lee, are the 

of three children. . pa 
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19.—Pvyt. Mattie Ruth Howard, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. B. T. Howard of Trumann, Arkansas, was born 
April 13, 1923, in Texas. She attended Munford 
High School and entered the Women’s Army Corps 
December 17, 1943. She received: her basic training 
at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, and after seven months’ 
training was sent to Camp Gordon, Georgia. No 
further details were furnished regarding the service 
record of Private Howard. 


20.—-Seaman 1/e Wayne Truman Howard, son of 
Grace Corene and Bennie Tillman Howard of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, was born August 30, 1925, in Chilli- 


- ecothe, Texas, moving to Arkansas in 1932. He at- 


tended Bailey High School in Chillicothe; Greenland, 
Arkansas, School; Millington, Tennessee, High 
School; and Munford, Tennessee, High School. 
Entering the Navy August 28, 1943, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois. Seaman How- 
ard departed April 1, 1944, for a year and half of 
overseas service and participated in the invasions 
of Leyte and Lingayen Gulf in the Philippine Islands. 
He was awarded American Theater Campaign Rib- 
bon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Campaign Ribbon with 
two Bronze Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
with one Bronze Star. He was honorably discharged 
December 9, 1945, at Millington, Tennessee. 


(ae 


3.—Pfc. Ira I. Bates is the son of Sally Annie Bates 
of Trumann, Arkansas, where he was born on 
March 19, 1909. He attended the Elm Grove School 
in Craighead County, Arkansas, and was engaged 
in farming until entering military service on No- 
vember 10, 1942. Trained at Camp Rucker, Alabama, 
he became a light truck driver after attending 
Driving School and served with the 256th Ordnance 
Company, 7th Army Corps. Arriving in England in 
October 1943, he served with the 7th Corps through- 
out his more than two years of overseas service and 
saw action in two campaigns in Europe. Holder 
of the European Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and the Good Conduct Medal, he was honorably 
discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on No- 
vember 20, 1945. 


4.—Chief Aviation Ordnanceman John A. Clark, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Arthur Clark, was born May 
12, 1907, in Manila, Arkansas. He attended Hender- 
son and Burrow Public Schools. Entering the Navy 
March 21, 1924, he received boot training at Hamp- 
ton Roads, Virginia, and attended Torpedo, Deep Sea 
Diving, and Advanced Ordnance Schools, qualifying 
in aviation ordnance. He served for 11 years before 
departing in March 1935, for China. Overseas for 
12 years, he participated in campaigns of Coral Sea, 
Guadalcanal, and all attacks from Guadalcanal to 
Tokyo, and was awarded all Campaign Ribbons, Good 
Conduct Medal, China Service Medal, American 
Defense Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and 
one Commendation. He spent two months with the 
occupational forces at Guan Samar, Philippine Is- 
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lands. His wife, Mildred Edi n 
with their five children, A 
5.—Pfe. Russell H. Owens, son of Mr. and Mrs. 


Jim Owens of Trumann, Arkansas, was born on ~ 


November 4, 1910, at Lunsford, Arkansas. He was 
educated in the Trumann schools and entered the 
Army on March 22, 1944. After training at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas, he served nine months in this 
country with the Quartermaster Corps and was then 
sent to France in September 1944. Overseas nearly 
11 months, Private Owens was awarded the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and the 
Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged at 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, on November 15, 1945. 
He and his wife, Gladys, are the parents of two 
children. 


6.—Cpl. John Henry Batson, son of William and 
Emma Batson of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at 
Weiner, Arkansas, on February 19, 1919. Upon 
completing his education he was employed in defense 
work until entering the Army Air Forces on May 
19, 1948. Trained at Sheppard Field, Texas, he 
served five months in the United States with the 
758th Chemical Company and was then sent to the 
Italian area in November 19438. Overseas more than 
two years, Corporal Batson took part in the Naples- 
Foggia campaign in Italy and earned the Good 
Conduct Medal and European Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star. He was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on December 1, 1945. 


7—Pfe. Floyd Everett Koontz, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Loyde Koontz of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at 
Little Rock on January 28, 1921, and was educated 
in the Trumann Public Schools. Employed as a 
contractor and mechanic, he entered military service 
on December 1, 1942, and was trained at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma. Arriving in the European thea- 
ter with his unit, the 961st Field Artillery Bn. 
in January 1944, he took part in the hard fighting 
of the Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland and 
Central Europe campaigns during his 22 months of 
foreign service and was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and the European Theater Ribbon with four 
Battle Stars. Private Koontz was honorably dis- 
charged on December 1, 1945, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. His wife is the former Bonnie Nelson. 


8.—Storekeeper 3/c Joseph Clyde Keller, son of Mrs. 
Fannie Keller Ramsey, was born February 1, 1922, 
at Marked Tree, Arkansas. After finishing high 
school, he was employed by the U. S. Engineers 
prior to entering the Navy on September 22, 1942. 
He received boot training at Great Lakes Training 
Station, Illinois, and later attended Aviation Radio, 
Radar, and Storekeeper Service Schools. After 
serving 31 months, he departed for the South Paci- 
fic theater where he remained for nine months. 
Returning to the States January 16, 1946, he was 
honorably discharged at Memphis, Tennessee, Janu- 
ary 25, 1946. He and his wife, Tommye, live in 
Marked Tree with their child. 


9.—Pfe. William T. Garrison, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl Garrison, was born September 28, 1922. He 
attended Michie Public Schools at Michie, Ten- 
nessee, and was engaged in farming. He entered 
the Army Air Force September 19, 1943, and re- 
ceived basic training at Johnson, North Carolina. 
He remained in North Carolina for about a year and 
was then sent to port of embarkation at San Fran- 
cisco, California, for overseas service. No further 
details were furnished regarding the service record 
of Private Garrison. 


10.—Radioman 3/c Samuel Eugene Keller, son of 
Mrs. Fannie Keller Ramsey, was born October 19, 
1926, at Marked Tree, Arkansas. After completing 
high school, he entered the Navy November 9, 1943, 
receiving boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
and specializing in radio. Departing from the 
United States March 17, 1945, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific theater, he served for over 10 months, in- 
cluding 75 days with the Army of Occupation in 
Korea. Returning to the States January 26, 1946, 
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almost 30 months of foreign duty. ‘Holder t 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Ba 


Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct : 


Medal and the Victory Ribbon, he was honorably 
discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on De- 
cember 28, 1945. 7 


12.—Cpl. Agwert L. Nance, son of Mrs. Myrtle 
Nance, was born September 4, 1923, in Missouri, 
moving to Arkansas in 1925. He attended Trumann 
High School, afterwards being engaged by the 
Poinsett Lumber Manufacturing Company. Entering 
the Transportation Corps March 11, 19438, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. Lawton, Washington, 
specializing in truck driving and qualifying June 
8, 1948, as rifle and carbine sharpshooter. 
serving six months in the United States attached 
to the 252nd Port Co., he departed September 25, 
1943, for the China-Burma-India Theater of Oper- 
ations and served overseas for more than two years. 
He was awarded European and Asiatic Theater 
Ribbons. After being honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 28, 1945, in Calcutta, India, Corporal Nance 
reenlisted in the Regular Army September 29, 1945. 
His home is in Trumann. 


13.—Pfc. Luther D. Holsapple, son of Mrs. M. A. 
Holsapple of Trumann, Arkansas, was born at 
Kuttawa, Kansas, on January 6, 1908, and moved 
with his family to Arkansas in 1915. Educated in 
the Trumann Public Schools, he entered military 
service on November 7, 1942, and was sent to Camp 
Young, California, for basic training in the Engineer 
Corps. Sent to England with his unit, the 1616th 
Engineers, in November 1943, he saw two years of 
overseas duty, serving in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. Holder of the Good Conduct Medal and 
the European Theater Ribbon with five Battle Stars, 
he was honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, on November 9, 1945. 


14.—Aviation Radioman 1/c Doss J. Wallace, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Doss Wallace, was born June 19, 
1923, in Trumann, Arkansas. He attended Trumann 
Public School, afterwards being employed by Poin- 
sett Lumber and Manufacturing Company. Entering 
the Navy October 22, 1942, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and attended service 
schools in Alameda, California, and Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. Radioman Wallace departed September 28, 
1943, for New Caledonia, and served overseas for 
a year and a half. He was awarded four Battle 
Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon, and American Defense Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged November 2, 1945, 
at Millington, Tennessee, he returned to Trumann. 


15.—Seaman 1/ce James Robert Wallace, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Doss Wallace, was born October 8, 1926, 
in Trumann, Arkansas. He attended Trumann Pub- 
lic School. Enlisting in the Navy August 2, 1944, 
he received boot training at Jacksonville, Florida, 
and attended A.R.M. School for five months. Sea- 
man Wallace departed June 30, 1945, for Manaca, 
Philippine Islands, and served overseas for eight 
months. He was awarded Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, and Amer- 
ican Defense Ribbon. After being honorably dis- 
charged February 18, 1946, at Millington, Tennessee, 
he returned to Trumann. 


16.—T/4 John Pershing Snell is the son of Josie and 
Edgar Snell of Marked Tree, Arkansas, where he 
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Good Co Medal and the European 
Ribbon with five Battle Stars, he was 
ably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 





17.—T/Sgt. Dalton R. Snell, son of Josie C. and 
William E. Snell, was born November 25, 1920, in 
Marked Tree, Arkansas. He received his education 
by attending Marked Tree High School. Entering 
the Air Corps January 8, 1942, he received basic 
training at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and attended Air Corps Technical School, specializing 
as_ top turret gunner and aerial engineer and re- 
ceived aircraft metal worker’s diploma May 7, 1942. 
Sergeant Snell departed October 14, 1942, for Eng- 
land, and during his four months overseas par- 
ticipated in the campaigns at Dunkirk, St. Nazaire, 
and Rouen, France. He was credited with shooting 
down two Nazi fighter planes on one mission on 
February 18, 1943. Sergeant Snell was killed in 
action over France March 8, 1943, and was post- 
humously awarded the Purple Heart, Air Medal 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and Citation of Honor. 
ne is survived by his parents, who live in Marked 
ree. 


18.—Cpl. Otis Wilson Bloodworth, son of Mrs. May 
Bloodworth, was born August 16, 1920, in Lepanto, 
Arkansas. He attended Lepanto High School and 
Freer School, afterwards being engaged in farming. 
Entering the Infantry July 30, 1940, he received 
basic training at Ft. Ord, California, qualifying as 
radio operator and rifle marksman. After serving 
in the United States for three years with the 31st 
F.A. and the 184th Infantry, Corporal Bloodworth 
departed July 11, 1948, for Kiska, and during his 
more than two years overseas participated in 
campaigns of Kiska, Kwajalein, Leyte, and Okinawa. 
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1.—Machinist Joseph James Gschwend, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Anton Gschwend, was born Feb- 
ruary 10, 1916, in Pocahontas, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Public Schools in St. Pauls and Pocahontas, 
Arkansas, afterwards being engaged as laborer. 
Entering the Navy September 13, 1937, he received 
boot training at San Diego, California, and left 
the United States in July 1939, for duty in the 
Asiatic fleet aboard the U.S.S. Langley. Return- 
ing in July 1941, he was honorably discharged as 
machinist’s mate, second class, but reenlisted July 
23, 1941, and served in the North Atlantic until 
December 1944. Promoted to rank of machinist, he 
was assigned to the U.S.S. Boxer, CV-21, and left 
the States September 1, 1945, for duty in the Paci- 
fic fleet in connection with the occupation of 
Japan and China. He was awarded American De- 
fense Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, European 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
World War II Victory Ribbon, and Good Conduct 
Medal. Mate Gschwend was still in service at last 
report received. His wife, Inez Nancy, and their 
child live in Blytheville, Arkansas. 


2.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/c J. D. Ames, son of Cleo P. 
and Sanford D. Ames, was born January 17, 1917, 
in Halls, Tennessee, moving to Arkansas in 1935. 
He attended Public Schools at Halls and Bells, 
Tennessee, and Blytheville, Arkansas, afterwards 
being engaged as cement finisher. Enlisting in the 
Naval Reserve October 27, 1942, he received boot 
training at Davisville, Rhode Island. He departed 
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4, 1 t Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
home in Trumann, Arkansas. 












19.—T/4 Ray R. Bloodworth, son of Ruth May and 


Joe Wilson Bloodworth, was born May 21, 1916, in 
White County at Center Hill, Arkansas. He attended 
Lepanto School, afterwards being engaged in farm- 
ing. Entering the Ordnance Department November 
10, 1942, he received basic training at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, qualifying as small arms repair me- 
chanic and receiving Marksmanship Medal for rifle 
and Sharpshooter’s Medal for small-bore rifle and 
carbine. After serving a year in the United States 
with the 256th Ordnance M.M. Co., he departed 
December 23, 1948, for Scotland. Overseas for 
nearly two years, he participated in campaigns of 
Central Europe, Ardennes, Rhineland, Normandy, 
and Northern France and was awarded Good Con- 
duct Medal, European Theater Ribbon, American 
Theater Campaign Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. He 
was honorably discharged December 4, 1945, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned to his 
home in Trumann, Arkansas. 


20.—S/Sgt. John T. Bloodworth, son of Mrs. May 
Bloodworth, was born November 2, 1918, in Center 
Hill, Arkansas. He attended Lepanto High School, 
afterwards being engaged in farming. Entering the 
Air Corps November 4, 1941, he received basic 
training at Lubbock Air Field, Texas, qualifying in 
airplane repairing and as sharpshooter with the 
rifle. He served for three and a half years in the 
United States with the 5th Combat Cargo Sqdn. 
before departing May 17, 1945, for Pearl Harbor. 
Overseas for six months, Sergeant Bloodworth par- 
ticipated in the Philippine campaigns and was 
awarded Mechanics’ Badge, American Defense Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Service 
Ribbon, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon. After 
being honorably discharged December 7, 1945, at Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, he returned to Trumann, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Margaret, and their 
child. 
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May 20, 1943, for the Aleutian Islands and during 


-his year and a half overseas served in the American 


Theater of Operations and participated in Asiatic- 
Pacific campaigns. After being honorably discharged 
April 19, 1945, at Shoemaker, California, he re- 
turned to Blytheville, where he lives with his wife, 
Maggie. 


3.—S/Set. Gilbert Dee Hammock, Jr., is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Dee Hammock of Blytheville, 
Arkansas. Born at Atkins, Arkansas, on December 
11, 1919, he attended Blytheville High School and 
was employed by the J. C. Penney Company until 
entering the Army Air Corps on August 15, 1941. 
Sent to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, for basic 
training, he became a motor transportation sergeant 
and served three years in this country at the Aerial 
Gunnery School, Las Vegas, Nevada, beforé’ he was 
sent to the China-Burma-India theater in July 
1944, Overseas 17 months, he took part in the 
India-Burma and Central Burma campaigns and was 
awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two 
Battle Stars, American Defense Service Ribbon, 
American Theater Ribbon, Distinguished ; Unit 
Badge, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas, on January 6, 1946. His wife is LaRue 
L. Hammock. . 


4,_-S/Sgt. Raymond G. Ridge is the son of Willis 
Burt and Emily Frances Ridge of Moro, ‘Arkansas, 
where he was born on August 23, 1920. : He at- 
tended Moro High School and was engaged in farm- 





PLATE 128 


[1144 ] 





Chaffee, 


American 
Ribbon. He was 
as honorably 
ouri, on Janu- 
Willis B. Ridge, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sr., was born November 27, 1922, 





i He was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Ribbon, and European-African- 
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. Corporal Ridge was 
honorably discharged February 6, 1946, at Camp 
returning to Moro, where he lives. with 
his wife, Vernona. 


6.—Machinist’s Mate 1/ec Homer Clarence Spence 
is the son of Mrs. Ethel Spence and the late W. A. 
Spence of Jonesboro, Arkansas, where he was born 
on March 1, 1915. He attended Jonesboro High 
School and was employed by the Home Ice Com- 
pany and in construction work until entering the 
Navy Seabees on January 24, 1945. He completed 
boot training at Davisville, Rhode Island, and also 
attended the Diesel Engine School at that post. He 
became acting chief petty officer for the Transpor- 
tation Department and after service with the 1st 
Special Naval Construction Battalion, he was sent 
to Pearl Harbor in June 1945. Overseas nine months, 
he served at Pearl Harbor and on Guam and won 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He spent five 
months with the occupation forces in. Japan and 
was honorably discharged February 28, 1946, at 
Lido Beach, New York. He and his wife, the former 
Lucille Cunningham, have two children. 


7.—Pfce. Ray Elmor Poteet, son of Mrs. Nora May 
Poteet, was born September 10, 1919, at Biggers, 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Biggers High School, after which he was engaged 
in farming. Entering the Corps of Engineers Decem- 
ber 7, 1942, he received basic training at Camp 
Howze, Texas, qualifying for rigger. After over 
14 months’ training he departed from the United 
States February 28, 1944, landing in England March 
11,1944. He participated in the campaigns of 
Normandy, Northern France, and the Rhineland, and 
was wounded at Remagen, Germany, March 8, 1945. 
Private Poteet qualified for rifle marksman and 
was awarded the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, 
and European Theater of Operations Ribbon with 
three Bronze Stars. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, August 1, 1945. He and his wife, 
Anna Jane, live in Biggers with their two children. 


8.—Carpenter’s Mate 1/ce William Harry Graham, 
son of Jesse C. and Sallie May Graham, was born 
December 11, 1916, at Biggers, Arkansas. He _re- 
ceived his education by attending Biggers High 
School, afterwards being engaged in farming. En- 
listing in the Navy May 23, 1939, he received boot 
training at Norfolk, Virginia, qualifying for car- 
penter’s mate. He served two years in the United 
States and four and a half years in foreign service. 
Mate Graham was honorably discharged at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, October 27, 1945, and returned to 
Biggers where he lives with his wife, Estelle. 


9.—2nd Lt. Margaret Evelyn Graham, daughter of 
Sallie May and Jesse Clarence Graham, was born 
June 8, 1922, in Biggers, Arkansas. She attended 
Biggers High School and Baptist Nurses’ School, 





_ Raton, Florida, 
and maintenance and after one and a half years in 
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attended Biggers High School and 


Field, Texas, 








.—Sgt. Edward Ray Graham is the son of Jessie 
Clarence and Sallie Mae Graham of Biggers, Ark- 
ansas, where he was born on October 1, 1914. He 
siggers High was employed 
by the Mississippi River Fuel Corporation until 
entering military service on J anuary 18, 1948. He 
completed basic Air Corps training at Sheppard 
: and then attended the Radio School 
at Chicago, Illinois, and Radar School at Boca 
He specialized in radar operation 


this country was sent to China in July 1944. Over- 
seas a total of 18 months, he took part in the 
defensive and offensive operations in China, the 
battle of Burma, the liberation of the Philippines 
and the air offensive against Japan. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon and the Presidential 
Unit. Citation, he was returned to this country and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkan- 
Sas, on January 14, 1946. His wife is Inez Graham. 


11.—Maj. James L. Beard, son of L. O. and Mary C. 
Beard of Jonesboro, Arkansas, was born at Sena- 
tobia, Mississippi, on July 2, 1916. He attended 
Jonesboro High School and Arkansas State College 
and was employed at the Social Service Institute at 
Childress High School before entering military 
service on February 20, 1940. He had received his 
primary Field Artillery training at Arkansas State 
College and after entering the Army attended the 
Officer’s Basic Course at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and 
the Officer’s Motor Course at Ft. Sill. Major Beard 
became a battery commander and served with the 
18th Field Artillery at Ft. Sill and the Training 
Center at Ft. Sill until he was sent to Hawaii in 
November 1940. Overseas more than 34 months, 
he was on duty at Pearl Harbor during the Japa- 
nese attack on December 7, 1941, and also saw 
action in the Guadalcanal campaign. Holder of the 
Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with two Battle 
Stars and the American Defense Service Ribbon 
with Bronze Clasp for service overseas before Pearl 
Harbor, he was released from active duty at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, February 8, 1946. He and his wife, 
Elouise, are the parents of two children. 


12.—Seaman 1/e Lawrence W. Ashlock, son of Mr. 
and Mrs, Andrew Jackson Ashlock of Newport, 
Arkansas, was born June 10, 1910, in Black Rock, 
Arkansas. He attended Spear Lake and Tyronza, 
Arkansas, Schools, afterwards being engaged as a 
farmer and merchant. Entering the Navy January 
21, 1944, he received boot training at San Diego, 
California. Seaman Ashlock departed April 29, 1944, 
for Pearl Harbor and remained overseas for a year 
and 10 months, being engaged in truck gardening 
in patches on Ford Island, Hawaii. After being 
honorable discharged November 8, 1946, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, he returned to Marked Tree, Arkansas, 
where he lives with his wife, Marie, and their four 
children. 


13.—T/3 James M. Kenedy, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oscar M. Kenedy, was born September 6, 1913, in 
Portia, Arkansas. He attended Portia School, after- 
wards being employed by the Arkansas Highway 
Department and the U. S. Engineers. Entering the 
Corps of Engineers December 8, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and 
attended Heavy Equipment School, qualifying as 
heavy equipment operator. He served for more than 
a year in the United States with the 749th E.B., EK. 
Co., and departed January 21, 1945, for the Philip- 
pine Islands, remaining overseas for a year. He 
was awarded Rifleman’s Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, Citation, and 
Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
February 21, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned 
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14.—Coxswain Dewen Odell Pierce, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett Record Fieree, was 
vember 26, 1926, in Walnut Ridge (Route 3) 
ansas. He attended Big Brown Grade School and 
Egypt High School, afterwards being engaged in 
farming and in work at St. Louis, Missouri. Enter- 


ing the Navy July 10, 1944, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, and departed January 4, 


1945, for overseas duty. He remained overseas for. 


a year and a half and participated in campaigns 
of Iwo Jima and Okinawa, being awarded Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater and American Theater Ribbons. 
According to last information received, he was still 
in service at Agana, Guam, Marshall Islands, and 
expected to be discharged November 26, 1947. His 
home is in Walnut Ridge. 


15.—Cpl. Carlos Laroy Mattoon, son of Mrs. Lulu 
Innis, was born in Jonesboro, Arkansas, in 1908. 
He attended Jonesboro Schools, afterwards being 
employed by D. Canale Truck System and by a 
Jonesboro lumber yard. Entering the Army Air 
Corps April 7, 1944, Corporal Mattoon received basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, qualifying 
as automotive equipment operator. He served for a 
year and eight months in the 9th Service Command 
and was awarded Victory Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, and Good Conduct Medal. After being honor- 
ably discharged December 19, 1945, at Santa Ana, 
California, he returned to Jonesboro, where he 
lives with his wife, Viola, and their children. 


16.—Segt. William James Wyllie, son of Mary T. 
and Patrick Wyllie, was born April 10, 1909, in 
Pocahontas, Arkansas. He attended St. Paul’s Grade 
and High School and Subiaco Academy, afterwards 
being employed as mechanic and instructor in 
National Defense Vocational Training School. Enlist- 
ing in the Army Air Corps October 238, 1942, at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he received basic train- 
ing at Walnut Ridge Basie Flying Training School 
and attended service school at Chanute Field, Illi- 
nois, qualifying as sheet metal worker and inspector. 
Sergeant Wyllie served for nearly a year in the 
United States before departing September 14, 19438, 
for Townsville, Australia, and remained overseas 
for two years and two months. He participated 
in campaigns of New Guinea, Leyte and Luzon, 
being wounded in action, and was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Asiatic-Pacifiec Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, 
and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze 
Stars. After being honorably discharged December 
15, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned 
to his home in Pocahontas. 


17.—Cpl. Robert Lee Mondy, son of Mary S. and 
Martin L. Mondy, was born April 8, 1922, in Poca- 
hontas, Arkansas. He attended St. Paul’s School 
in Pocahontas and Subiaco Academy. Entering the 


[ 1146 | 












- . 
and Amerie eate 
ably discharged F 
Alabama, he returnec 
Arkansas. aay. 


4 b ay . oe 
18.—Ist Lt. James Joseph Wyllie, son of Patr 
and Mary T. Wyllie, was born March 11, 1914 
Pocahontas, Arkansas. He attended — t. Ps 
School in Pocahontas, Subiaco Academy, Loy: 
University in New Orleans, graduating cum laude ~ 
in 1940, and receiving Scholastic Honor Society gold . 
key, and Louisiana State University, where he com- ; 
pleted medical course and was commissioned first 
lieutenant in the Army Medical Corps, having 
entered the service in April 1942. Lieutenant Wyllie 
was stationed at Camp Beauregard, Alexandria, 
Louisiana, and Camp Sam Houston, San Antonio, 
Texas, and he served in Hospital Hotel Dieu and 
Charity Hospital in New Orleans and in Charity 
Hospital in Lafayette, Louisiana. He is now sta- 
tioned at Pratt General Hospital in Coral Gables, 
Florida. He and his wife, Edna Allen Wyllie, have 
one daughter. 















19.—T/5 Clinton C. McBride, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew McBride, was born December 19, 1919, in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. He attended Albert Pike, 
Massard, and Fort Smith High Schools, afterwards 
being employed as paper boy and welder. Entering 
the Corps of Engineers March 9, 1943, he received 
basic training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, quali- 
fying as welder, marksman with machine gun and 
rifle, and expert with carbine. Attached to the 
735th Engr. Hv. Shop Co., he departed January 19, 
1944, for Guadaleanal and remained overseas for 
two years in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal and 
Presidential Citation. After being honorably dis- 
charged January 26, 1946, at Camp Beale, California, 
he returned to his home in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


20.—Aviation Ordnanceman 1/c Duane D. McBride, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McBride, was born 
December 12, 1920, in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He 
attended Albert Pike, Massard, and Fort Smith 
High Schools. Entering the Navy May 1, 1941, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying in aviation. He departed in December 
1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations 
and remained overseas for 10 months, participating 
in the campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. Ac- 
cording to last report received he was still in the 
Navy. 
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(Jerry) McVay, son of Mrs. 
was born February 1, 1921, in 
He attended Morrilton High 
School. Entering the Army Air Force July 5, 1941, 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he received basic 
training at Rautoul, Illinois, and Tyndall Field, 
Florida, and attended Pre-flight School, qualifying 
as airplane mechanic-gunner and air crew member. 
Sergeant McVay served with the 743rd Bomb 
Squadron, 15th Air Force, 455th Bomb Group, and 
departed May 31, 1942, for Europe. Overseas for 
two years, he participated in the air offensive over 
Europe and the campaign of Naples-Foggia, being 
held prisoner of war by the Germans for a year 
at Stalag Luft 4. He was awarded American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, European- 
African-Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with two 
Bronze Service Stars, and Air Medal with three 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters. After being honorably 
discharged September 26, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to his home in Morrilton, Arkansas. 


- /2—1/Set. Elmer G. 
Laura E. MeVay, 
Morrilton, Arkansas. 


3.—Capt. Louis Allen Butler, son of Lillian Simmons 
and Louis Allen Butler, Sr., was born June 23, 1919, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Fort Smith 
Public Schools and graduated from Little Rock 
High School in 1937, afterwards being engaged as 
commercial photographer and photographer for the 
Arkansas Gazette. Having served a prior two-year 
enlistment, he entered the Royal Canadian Air Force 
September 10, 1941, and received training in Canada. 
Captain Butler served in Canada, England, Scotland, 
and India, transferring to the United States Army 
Air Force September 1943, in India. He also 
served with the 158rd Infantry Band, National 
Guard. Overseas for 27 months, he served as navi- 
gator with England and Scotland Coastal Command 
and battle flights and was awarded Oak Leaf Clus- 
ter, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and 
Canadian Medal with Clasp. According to last in- 
formation received he was still in service as squadron 
commander of the San Antonio Training Center. 
His wife is the former Naoma Purviance. 


4.—S/Sgt. Fred Newton Brown, son of Mrs. Jasa 
A. Brown, was born November 5, 1926, in North 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended McRae Grade 
and Junior High School and North Little Rock High 
School, afterwards being employed by Scott’s Store 
in North Little Rock and by the S. R. Railroad 
Company in Tucson, Arizona. Entering the Army 
July 12, 1945, he received basic training at Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, and attended Medics’ School. 
Sergeant Brown qualified as clerk in headquarters 
company and rifle sharpshooter. According to last 
information received he was still in service at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, in Hq. Co. J.B.A. His home is 
in North Little Rock. 


-——T/5 Sterling Fay McVay, son of Mrs. Laura E. 
MeVay, was born January 138, 1923, in Morrilton, 
Arkansas. He attended Morrilton High School, after- 
wards being employed as truck driver for Mercury 
Motors, Inc., in Memphis, Tennessee. Entering the 
Army May 21, 1943, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
he received basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
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6.—T/Sgt. Elmer S. Kohout, son of Gustav and 
Albina Kohout, was born December 6, 1914, at 
, Nebraska. He received his education by 
attending Beaver Crossing High School, after which 
he was employed as a farmer. Entering the In- 
fantry September 16, 1940, he received basic train- 
ing at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, and Camp Rucker, 
Alabama, qualifying as platoon and. transportation 
sergeant. He departed from the United States on 
May 12, 1944, for England, and participated in the 
Normandy, Northern France, and Rhineland cam- 
paigns. He served in the Infantry from September 
1940, to July 1944, and in the Quartermaster Corps 
Grave Registration Co., from November 1944, to 
November 1945. Sergeant Kohout was wounded in 
action on July 16, 1944, and was awarded the Purple 
Heart, Combat Infantry Badge, three Bronze Stars, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. He received an honor- 
able discharge at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, No- 
vember 138, 1945, returning to Little Rock where 
he lives with his wife, Louella, and their child. 


7.—Lt. William Burns Radnedge, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. J. Radnedge of North Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, was born December 26, 1919. He attended 
Public Schools and was a graduate of North Little 
Rock High School, later attending C.M.T.C. for 
four years. Lieutenant Radnedge was a civilian 
pilot and was employed as a machinist apprentice 
for Missouri Pacific Lines before entering the Army 
Air Corps July 1942. (No further details regarding 
his service record were furnished.) 


8.—Electrician’s Mate 1/c Gladwin Roy Brown, son 
of Mrs. Jasa A. Brown, was born August 26, 1918, 
in Hope, Arkansas. He attended McRae Grade and 


- Junior High Schools and North Little Rock High 


School. A member of the National Guard since 1933, 
he entered the Navy Seabees January 9, 1943, and 
received boot training at Norfolk, Virginia, and 
Providence, Rhode Island. He attended service 


_ school at Providence, qualifying as electrician’s mate, 
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first class. He departed March 24, 1943, for Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska, and was later sent to the South 
Sea islands. Overseas for more than a year, he 
served at Espiritos Santo in the New Hebrides, 
Eniwetok in the Gilberts, and Wake Island. After 
being honorably discharged November 16, 1945, at 
Millington, Tennessee, he returned to his home in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas. He is now engaged 
as an electrician at Fagan Electric Company in 
Little Rock. 


9.—Capt. Johnnie P. Wilson Garrett, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Wilson of Ola, Arkansas, 
was born February 5, 1916, in Plainview, Arkansas. 
She attended Plainview High School and St. Mary’s 
Training School for Nurses at Russellville, Arkansas, 
afterwards being employed by the State Health 
Department at Yellville, Arkansas. Entering the 
Army Nurse Corps April 1, 1943, she received basic 
training at Camp Howze, Texas, qualifying as sur- 
gical nurse. Captain Garrett departed February 
26, 1944, for Ireland, and remained overseas for a 
year and eight months. She served during the 
battles of Normandy, France, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe, spending four months with the Army of 
Occupation, and was awarded. European Theater 
Ribbon with four Battle Stars, American Theater 
Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Occupational Ribbon. 
After being honorably discharged March 20, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, she returned to Al- 
theimer, Arkansas, where she lives with her husband, 
Robert P. Garrett. 
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Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Mor- 


11.—Set. Alfred J. Hightower, Jr., son of Lottie and 
Alfred J. Hightower, Sr., was born J anuary 2, 1917, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
Public Schools, afterwards being employed as elec- 
trician and painter. Entering the Army October 0% 
1941, he received basic training at Ft. Warren and 
attended Electrical School, qualifying as master 
gunner, expert rifleman, plotter, and dog trainer. 
He departed June 6, 1942, 
overseas for three and a half years. Sergeant 
Hightower participated in two invasions in the 
Marshall Islands and two invasions in the Marianas 
Islands and was awarded four Battle Stars. After 
being honorably discharged October 26, 1945, at 
ee Chaffee, he returned to his home in Little 
ock. 


12.—Aviation Chief Metalsmith William Alfred 
Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bascom T. Owen, was 
born June 14, 1913, at Brister, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Forrest Park Grade School, Pulaski Heights 
Junior High and Little Rock High School, after- 
wards being employed as chauffeur, service station 
attendant, ny cleaner and meatcutter. Entering the 
Navy November 22, 1932, he received boot training 
at Norfolk, Virginia, and attended Aviation Me. 
chanic’s School, qualifying for aviation metalsmith. 
He served eight years at Naval air stations, depart- 
ing in July 1943 for the Aleutian Islands where 
he served on the Kurile Islands. He was awarded 
the Navy Good Conduct Medal, and Asiatic-Pacific, 
American Defense, American Campaign, and Victory 
Ribbons. He and his wife, Olive, live in Little 
Rock with their children. 


13.—S/Sgt. Donald Raymond Owen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bascom T. Owen, was born July 15, N@PAL, Bye 
Emerson, Arkansas. He attended Forrest Park 
Grade, Pulaski Heights Junior, and Little Rock 
Senior High Schools. Enlisting in the Anti-aircraft 
Artillery January 6, 1941, he received basic training 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas, specializing as Quartermaster 
supply technician. Serving 20 months with the 
206th Coast Artillery, he was sent to Dutch Harbor, 
Alaska, and to the European theater where he served 
in the Rhineland and Central European campaigns. 
He received three Bronze Stars, European Theater 
of Operations Ribbon, American Defense Ribbon, 
Unit Citation, six Overseas Bars, and Good Conduct 
Ribbon. Returning to the States September 28, 
1945, he was honorably discharged at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, October 12, 1945. 


14.—Mailman 3/c Henry Samuel Hart, son of Olevia 
Elizabeth and Anthony Wise Hart of 823 Maple 
Street, North Little Rock, was born at Bogalusa, 
Louisiana, on July 23, 1916. He moved with his 
family to Arkansas in 1921, and was educated at 
Little Rock High School. Entering the Navy on 
November 14, 1943, he completed boot training at 
San Diego, California, and then attended the Naval 
Mailman School at the Fleet Post Office, San Fran- 
cisco, California. After 14 months in this country, 
he was sent to Guam in the Marianas Islands in 
January, 1945. Overseas 11 months, he was awarded 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, American Thea- 
ter Ribbon and the Victory Ribbon. He was returned 
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August 192 education by attend- 
; } School and Little Rock 
Senior High School, after which he was employed 
by the Postal Telegraph Company. Enlisting in 
the Coast Artillery, Anti-aircraft Battalion, he re- 
ceived basic training at Ft. McDowell, Angel Island, 
California. _He departed March 30, 1941, for Cor- 
regidor, Philippine Islands, serving with Battery A, 
60th Coast Artillery Corps, at Ft. Mills, Philippines, 
from the time of his arrival until the fall of Cor- 
He was taken prisoner by 
the Japanese and interned at Pasay Work Camp, 
south of Manila, until June 24, 1948, when he was 
taken to Bilibid Prison hospital. He died of malaria 
on the following day, June 25, 1943. 


16.—T/4 Thomas Alvin Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bascom T. Owen, was born May 13, 1919, at Emer- 
son, Arkansas. He received his education by attend- 
ing Forrest Park Grade, Pulaski Heights Junior 
High, and Little Rock Senior High Schools. Enlist- 
ing in the Infantry March 20, 1941, he received basic 
training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, qualifying for 
reconnaissance noncommissioned officer, combat in- 
fantryman, and tank driver. Attached to 781st 
T.D. Bn., he departed from the United States Sep- 
tember 5, 1944, for the Asiatic-Pacific theater where 
he served on New Guinea, Northern Solomons, and 
Luzon. He received World War II Victory Ribbon, 
Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
three Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one Star, and Bronze Star Medal. He 
was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Decem- 
ber 24, 1945, returning to Little Rock, where he 











lives with his wife, Dorothy June. 


17.—S/Sgt. Marion T. Owen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bascom T. Owen, was born August 9, 1923, at Emer- 
son, Arkansas. He attended Forrest Park Grade, 
Pulaski Heights Junior, and Little Rock Senior 
High Schools. Entering the Army Air Forces Janu- 
ary 7, 1943, he received basic training at St. Peters- 
burg, Florida, and attended Radio Operator’s School 
at Washington; Cadet’s School in Ohio; Armament 
School, Denver, Colorado, and Gunnery School at 
Ft. Myers, Florida, qualifying for radio operator, 
armorer, and gunner. After training with the Air 
Corps (Signal Corps), he departed in November 
1944, for the European theater where he participated 
in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central European 
campaigns. He was awarded the Air Medal with two 
Oak Leaf Clusters and Presidential Citation with 
one Cluster. Returning to the States in June 1945, 
he was honorably discharged November 14, 1945, at 
Barksdale Field, Louisiana. 


18.—Cpl. Alvin Paul Moody, son of Myrtle B. and 
Powell C. Moody, was born in Bald Knob, Arkansas. 
He attended Bald Knob Schools. Entering the Marine 
Corps November 5, 1943, he received boot training 
at San Diego, California, qualifying as guard, anti- 
aircraft gunner, and expert rifleman. He departed 
February 16, 1944, for Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and 
remained overseas for a year and six months, After 
being honorably discharged March 14, 1946, at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, he returned to his home in 
Bald Knob, Arkansas. 


19.—Sgt. Robert D. Garrett, son of Robert and 
Lillie Garrett of 805 Wolfe Street, Little Rock, was 
born at Haskell, Arkansas, on September 26, 1921. 
After completing his education he entered military 
service on October 6, 1942. He was assigned to the 
Infantry and served basic training at Camp Gruber, 
Oklahoma. He became a truck driver and was sent 
to the European theater in November 1943. Over- 
seas more than two years, he took part in the Rome- 
Arno campaign in Italy and was awarded the Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Star, Good 
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20.—Cpl. George L. Garrett, son of Robert L. and © 
Lillie Garrett, was born at Benton, Arkansas, March 
20, 1915. He received his education by attending 
Public Schools in Saline and Pulaski counties. Enlist- 
ing in the National Guard June 28, 1939, he entered 
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the Regular Army January 21, 1942, receiving basic racks, Mi 
training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. Attached to Coast lives in Little Rock with 
Artillery Anti-aircraft, he was sent to the Aleutians children. 
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1.—Pvt. Thomas Edward McLean, son of Mr. and and later transferred to the 4026th Signal Photo 
Mrs. Thomas Henry McLean, was born at Bigelow, Battalion. Departing from the United States March > 
Arkansas. He received his education by attending 28, 19438, for the Southwest Pacific theater, Cor- 
high schools at Malvern, Morrilton, Menard, and poral Caldwell served in the Northern Solomons, 
Bolton; Morgan Preparatory, Hendrix College, and Luzon, and Southern Philippines campaigns. He 
College of Ozarks. He enlisted in the Infantry on was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
October 2, 1940, receiving basic training at Ft. Pacific Ribbon with three Bronze Stars, Philippine 
Ord, California, where he specialized as rifleman- Liberation Ribbon, World War II Victory Ribbon, 
runner and received Sharpshooter’s Medal in August and Unit Citation Plaque. On November 17, 1945, 
1941. Attached to Company C, 30th Infantry Regt., he was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, 
3rd Infantry Division, he departed from the United Arkansas, and returned to Malvern. 
States on October 14, 1942, for North Africa, and 
participated in the Morroccan, Tunisian, and Sicilian 5.—Cpl. Doyle William Daniel, son of Mrs. Rachele 
campaigns, receiving wounds in the latter campaign. Daniel and the late J. William Daniel, was born 
For meritorious service Private McLean received, July 22, 1918, in Arkansas. He attended Hot Springs 
among other decorations, the Purple Heart and Grade and High School, afterwards being employed 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. by Sanderson and Porter Construction Company as 
He was honorably discharged at Army and Navy shipping and receiving clerk. Entering the Armored 
Hospital, Hot Springs, February 2, 1943, returning Infantry October 10, 1944, he received basic training 
to Malvern where he lives with his wife, Frances at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, specializing as military 
Jannet. police and being awarded pistol and rifle Marks- 

manship Medals. Corporal Daniel departed in Feb- 
2.—2nd Lt. Robert Guinn Daniel, son of Mrs. Rachel ruary 1945, for Germany, and remained overseas 
Elizabeth Daniel, was born at Lonsdale, Arkansas, for three months. He participated in the last battles 
on November 28, 1922. He received his education of the 4th Armored Division, 3rd Army, in Germany, 
by attending Hot Springs High School and Ten- being wounded in action and taken prisoner of war 
nessee Polytechnic College, Cookeville, Tennessee, at Nuernberg, Germany. He was held for two 
after which he was employed as printer and sports- months in prison camps at Nuernberg, Mooseberg, 
writer. Entering the Army Air Forces on February and Stalag VII. Corporal Daniel was awarded the 
18, 1943, he received basic training at Miami Beach, Purple Heart, two Battle Stars, European Theater 
Florida, and, by attending R.O.M. School and Pri- of Operations Campaign Ribbon, and Infantry Badge. 
mary, Basic, and Advanced Flying Schools, qualified According to last report received he was still in 
for B-24 transition and radar training pilot. He the service at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. His home 
graduated as honor student from Sioux Falls, South is in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He and his wife, the 
Dakota, Technical School, and received Sharp- former Dorothy Clyde, have one son. 
shooter’s Medal for his proficiency in the use of the 
carbine and pistol. In October 1945, he received 6.—Pfc. Glenn J. Clay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Meritorious Award of Service from the commanding G. Clay of Searcy, Arkansas, was born at Gravel 
general of Army Air Forces. Lieutenant Daniel Hill, Arkansas, on November 16, 1921. He completed 
served more than two years in the United States his education at Rosebud High School and entered 
and was honorably discharged at Camp. Chaffee, military service with the Army on July 16, 1942. 
October 10, 1945. He lives in Hot Springs. He served basic training at Camp Roberts, Cali- 

fornia, and then attended the Provost Marshal’s 
3.—Pvt. Robert E. Weaver, son of Willia and Walter General School. Private Clay was assigned to the 
Weaver, was born February 23, 1924, in Malvern, Military Police and served three and a half years 
Arkansas. He attended Malvern High School, Hen- with Co. C, 770th Military Police Bn. He saw service 
derson State Teachers’ College, Drexel Institute on St. Nicholas Island and was awarded the Good 
of Technology, Rutgers University, and University of Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. He was 
Pennsylvania. Entering the Medical Corps and Corps honorably discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, 
of Engineers June 15, 1943, he received basic training on November 17, 1945. 
at Camp Fannin, Texas, and attended A.S.T.P. has ae 
Medical and Engineering Schools. Private Weaver 7.—Capt. William L. Weaver, son of Willia and 
served for two and a half years in the United States Walter Weaver, was born in Friendship, Arkansas. 
and was awarded the Good Conduct Ribbon, Amer- He attended Malvern High School and Arkansas 
ican Theater Ribbon, and Victory Ribbon. After Polytechnic College, afterwards being employed 
being honorably discharged March 18, 1946, at Ft. by Phelps Dodge Copper Mines. Entering the Army 
Meade, Maryland, he returned to his home in Mal- January 13, 1941, he received basic training at 
vern. Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, and attended Engineer Officer 

Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, qualifying 
4.—T/5 James H. Caldwell, son of Mr. and Mrs. as company commander. Captain Weaver served in 
Bill S. Caldwell, was born in Malvern, Arkansas, the United States for more than three years with 
on August 22, 1920. After attending Malvern High the 4th E.S.B., Infantry, Military Police, and Corps 
School and Henderson State Teachers College he of Engineers, before departing April 27, 1944, for 
was employed by the Malvern Daily Record until New Guinea. Overseas a year and a half, he par- 
entering the Signal Corps August 22, 1942. Trained ticipated in the Philippine Island and New Guinea 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia, he was attached to the campaigns, spending three months with the Army 
161st Signal Photo Company as a general clerk, of Occupation, and being awarded American De- 
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Pacific Theater Ribbon, Philipp 

bon, Victory Ribbon, and three Bronze | 
Stars. He was honorably discharged May 6, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and returned to 
his home in Malvern, Arkansas. : 


8.—T/5 Bill Caldwell, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. B. S. 
Caldwell, Sr., was born June 4, 1923, in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. He attended Henderson State Teachers 
College. Entering the Army Ordnance May 10, 1943, 
he received basic training at Camp Maxie, Texas, 
and attended Armament Parts Clerical School. He 
served for a year and a half in the United States 
attached to 440th Ordnance H.A.M. Co., before 
departing November 22, 1944, for a year and four 
months of overseas duty. After being honorably 
discharged April 6, 1946, at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, he returned to his home in Malvern. 


9.—Aviation Metalsmith 1/c John Wilson Baker, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John William Baker, was born 
October 17, 1917, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He 
attended Pulaski Heights Junior High School and 
Little Rock High School, afterwards being employed 
in the accounting department of General Motors 
Acceptance Corporation. Entering the Naval Re- 
serve August 26, 1941, he received boot training at 
San Diego, California, and attended Navy Pier, 
Chicago, Gunnery School; Link Trainer School, and 
R.S.0. School, qualifying as aviation metalsmith 
and aviation gunner. Petty Officer Baker served 
in the United States with VR-3 and departed May 5, 
1942, for Midway Island, remaining overseas for 
two years and three months. After being honorably 
discharged October 8, 1945, at Naval Air Station, 
Memphis, Tennessee, he returned to Little Rock, 
where he lives with his wife, Mary. 


10.—Seaman Clint Daniel, son of Mrs. Rachel E. 
Daniel and the late J. W. Daniel of Hot Springs, 
was born at Lonsdale, Arkansas, on June 21, 1925. 
He attended Hot Springs High School and entered 
the Navy on October 16, 1943. Seaman Daniel 
served boot training at San Diego, California, and 
then attended Radio School at Texas A. & M. Col- 
lege. In August 1944, he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific theater and saw 15 months of overseas 
service. He served aboard the U.S.S. Wichita in 
battles off Formosa, Okinawa and at sea and is the 
holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Oki- 
nawa and Victory Ribbons. He spent three months 
with the Army of Occupation of Japan and was 
honorably discharged at Millington, Tennessee, on 
December 15, 1945. 


11.—S/Sgt. Thomas Anthony Paladino, son of Peter 
A. and Edith Paladino of 1839 Prince Street, Conway, 
Arkansas, was born February 28, 1917, at Center 
Ridge, Arkansas. He attended St. Joseph’s High 
School and Conway High School and was a restaurant 
operator until entering military service on Novem- 
ber 14, 1942. Sergeant Paladino was assigned to 
the Army Service Forces and served basic training 
at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. He became a supply 
technician and served with the 766th Military Police 
Battalion and the Enlisted Detachment of the 1861st 
Service Command Station Complement Unit. After 
more than three years of military service, he was 
honorably discharged at Camp Robinson on February 
ep He and his wife, Mary Louise, have one 
child. 


12.—S/Set. George R. Weaver, son of Willia and 
Walter Weaver, was born May 1, 1921, in Malvern, 
Arkansas. He attended Malvern High School, Ark- 
ansas Polytechnic College, and Henderson State 
Teachers College. Entering the Air Corps August 
6, 1941, he received basic training at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri, and attended Mechanics School 
at Chanute Field, Illinois, qualifying as airplane 
erew chief and carbine marksman. Attached to the 
433rd Fighter Sqdn., 475th Fighter Group, Sergeant 
Weaver departed November 18, 1943, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations. Overseas for two 
years, he participated in campaigns of Bismarck 
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honorably discharged Nove ie 4. 
Chaffee, he returned to his home M 


13.—Seaman 1/c William Troy Lassiter, SOI 
and Mrs. Thomas Pryor Lassiter, was born De: 
11, 1916, at Almond, Arkansas. He attended 
Knob High School and was afterwards enga 

as service station owner and auto parts supplier. | 
Entering the Navy April 18, 1944, he received boot 
training at San Diego, California, and attended 
Amphibious Training School at Coronado. Depart- 
ing October 26, 1944, for New Guinea, the Philip- 
pines, China, and Japan, Seaman Lassiter served 
overseas for more than a year and participated in 
the battle of Luzon and invasion of Okinawa. He 
was awarded Amphibious Force Insignia, American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic Theater Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star. After being honorably discharged 
December 27, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee, he re- 
turned to Bald Knob, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Mary and their children. 


14.—Cpl. Cecil M. Sutton, son of P. M. Sutton of 
715% Cumberland Street, Little Rock, was born at 
Fountain Hill, Arkansas, on August 20, 1913. He 
graduated from Little Rock High School and was an 
athletic director and salesman until entering the 
Army Air Corps on November 17, 1942. He com- 
pleted basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
and was sent to Aircraft Armament School at Buck- 
ley Field, Colorado. He served 15 months with the 
13th Anti-submarine Squadron and was then sent 
to the China-Burma-India theater in February 1944. 
Overseas 22 months, he saw action in the China 
offensive and in the air campaigns of Japan, Central 
Burma, India-Burma, New Guinea, Sumatra and 
Indo-China. He is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with six Battle Stars, the Dis- 
tinguished Unit Badge with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and 
the Victory Ribbon. He was honorably discharged 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 7, 1946. 
His wife is Martha Louise Sutton. 





15.—Mailman 3/c James Houston Patterson, Jr., is 
the son of James H. and Lillie Lee Paterson. Born 
at Carlisle, Arkansas, on June 16, 1910, he attended 
Carlisle High School, Arkansas State Teachers Col- 
lege and the University of Alabama. He was em- 
ployed at the People’s Bank until entering the 
Navy on April 20, 1944. Mailman Patterson com- 
pleted boot training at the Naval Training Station 
at San Diego, California, and served 22 months with 
the Navy. He was honorably discharged at San 
Pedro, California, on February 2, 1946. He and 
his wife, Helen, have one child. They make their 
home in Little Rock. 


16.—Seaman 1/c Reuben Franklin Worley, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Zeb Franklin Worley, was born March 
12, 1918, in Hot Spring County, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Malvern Public Schools. Entering the Navy 
May 8, 1944, he received boot training at Farragut, 


_ Idaho, and attended Gunnery School at San Diego, 
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California, qualifying as gunner. Attached to the 
armed guard, Seaman Worley departed September 
30, 1944, for the South Pacific Theater of Oper- 
ations and remained overseas for a year. He was 
awarded American Theater and Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbons. After being honorably discharged De- 
cember 27, 1945, at Bremerton, Washington, he 
returned to Malvern, Arkansas, where he lives with 
his wife, Louise, and their child. 


17.—Maj. Charles H. Ashcraft, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. H. Asheraft of Malvern, Arkansas, was born 
December 19, 1918. He attended Malvern Public 
Schools, graduating from Malvern High School. He 











r, was born September 6, 1919, in 
Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
ool, afterwards being employed at Fones 
Bros. Hardware Co. Entering the Signal Corps 
> De sember 8, 1942, he received basic training at 
_ Miami Beach, Florida, and attended Signal Corps 

f School at Camp Murphy, Southern Methodist Uni- 

2 versity, and training school at Ft. Monroe, Virginia. 
& He qualified as radar repairman and expert with 
carbine and rifle. He served for three years in 
the United States with the 479th Signal Radar 
Maintenance Unit and was honorably discharged 
April 5, 1946, at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. His home is 
in Little Rock. 


19.—Shipfitter 2/c James Earl Perrigen is the son 
of Cora Marie and William Claude Perrigen of 4316 
West 24th Street, Little Rock. Born at Little Rock 
on October 22, 1921, he attended Little Rock High 
School and was employed as a sheet metal worker 
until entering the Navy on September 2, 1942. He 
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1.—S/Segt. S. J. Weaver, son of Seburn and Mary 
Weaver of Benton, Arkansas, was born on October 
16, 1916, in Nevada County, Arkansas. He com- 
pleted his education in the Bryant schools and was 
then engaged in mining and farming until entering 
the Army Air Corps on October 31, 1942. Sent to 
Kelley Field, Texas, for basic training, he later 
attended special mechanics’ schools at Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and the Republic Aviation Corporation at 
Farmingdale, New York, also Gunnery School at 
Ft. Myers, Florida. Arriving in England in February 
1944, he took part in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe 
campaigns as well as the general air offensive of 
Europe. Overseas a total of 16 months, he was 
awarded the Air Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Euro- 
pean Theater Ribbon with one Silver and one 
Bronze Battle Star and also the Marksman’s Medal 
for the rifle. He was honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 17, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and 
his wife, Vera Lucille, have two children. 


2.—Printer 1/c Thomas Meier Goslee, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John M. Goslee, was born May 31, 1922, 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Hot Springs High School. Entering 
the Naval Reserve October 19, 1942, he received 
boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois, qualifying as 
printer. After serving for two and a half years 
at the print shop, Navy Repair Base, San Diego, 
California, he departed May 29, 1945, for Honolulu, 
and served overseas for eight months. Printer 
Goslee spent three months with the occupation 
forces in Japan on U.S.S. Mt. McKinely and was 
awarded Good Conduct Medal American Theater 
Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably 
discharged December 16, 1946, at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, he returned to Hot Springs. 


3.—1st Lt. Georgia Loomis, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Loomis, was born August. Wey, WPA jie 
Pueblo, Colorado, moving to Arkansas in 1936. She 
attended Pine Bluff High School and received train- 
ing at Methodist Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, 
afterwards being employed at Davis Hospital in 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Entering the Army Nurse 
Corps January 3, 1944, she received basic training 
at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, and 
departed December 10, 1944, for France. Overseas 
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20.—Ist Lt. C. Edward Matthews, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clyde A. Matthews of Van Buren, Arkansas, 
was born at North Little Rock, Arkansas, on Sep- 
tember 27, 1917. He attended Little Rock High 
School and was employed as a clerk until entering 
military service on July 16, 1941. He was assigned 
to the Army Air Corps and served basic training 
at Salinas, California. He was selected to attend 
Officer Candidate School and was commissioned in 
the Air Corps. Lieutenant Matthews served two 
years in this country as an exchange officer with 
the 301st Air Base Sqdn., and was sent to England 
in May 1943. He remained overseas a total of 27 
months and was awarded the European Theater 
Ribbon with six Battle Stars and the Presidential 
Unit Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster. He was 
released from active service on November 16, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He and his wife, the 
former Phyllis K. Hoffman, are the parents of 
one child. 
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for nine months, Lieutenant Loomis served during 
the battle of Rhineland and was awarded European 
Theater Ribbon with one Bronze Service Star, Vic- 
tory Ribbon, World War II and American Theater 
Ribbon. She was honorably discharged May 27, 
1946, at Ft. Sam Houston and returned to her 
home in Pine Bluff. 


4.—Electrician’s Mate 1/c Wilber F. Weaver, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. J: Weaver of Benton, Arkansas, was 
born on August 16, 1906, at Bryant, Arkansas. After 
completing his education at the Little Rock and 
Emmett schools he was employed in the electrical 
maintenance and accounting business until entering 
the Navy Seabees on October 28, 1943. He received 
boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia, and at- 
tended schools specializing in refrigeration, electric 
generators and the automatic rifle. Assigned to 
the 30th Construction Battalion, he arrived in Scot- 
land in July 1944, and later took part in the 
Northern and Southern French campaigns. Overseas 
15 months, he earned the Naval Unit Citation, 
European Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars 
and the American Theater Ribbon. He was honor- 
ably discharged on December 9, 1945, at Nashville, 
Tennessee. He and his wife, Ruby Caulder, have 
two children. 


5.—Radarman 2/c Charles Robert Goslee, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Goslee, was born August 17, 
1926, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. After graduating 
from Hot Springs High School, he entered the Naval 
Reserve July 28, 1944, and received boot training 
at San Diego, California. He attended Radar Oper- 
ator’s School and qualified as radar operator. De- 
parting February 1, 1945, for the South Pacific 
Theater of Operations, Radarman Goslee remained 
overseas for more than a year and participated in 
the bombing of Kyushu, Japan, aboard the U.S.S. 
Franklin and the pre-invasion bombing of Okinawa 
aboard the U.S.S. Hancock. He was awarded Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Halsey’s 3rd_ Fleet 
Ribbon, Letter of Commendation Ribbon, and Victory 
Ribbon. Radarman Goslee was discharged June 13, 
1946. He and his wife, Peggy Lou, live in Hot 
Springs. 


6.—T/4 Sheard Thomas Goodwin, son of Tom New- 
ton Goodwin and Mary Joanne Goodwin, was born 
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-and Central Europe 
was awarded five Bronze 
eupers te Bons Star 
d edal, Radio erator’s 
Badge, and the Good Conduct Medal. mea serving 
four months with the Army of Occupation he was 
+s honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, September 24, 1945. He and his wife, Ruby 
Ruth, live in Roland, Arkansas, with their child. 


7—Ist Lt. Mary Jane Kutz, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert E. Loomis, was born at Mountain- 
berg, Arkansas, 
Bluff High School and Methodist Hospital Training 
School at Memphis, and prior to her entrance into 
the Army Nurse Corps on January 38, 1944, had 
served as a surgery nurse at Davis Hospital, Pine 
Bluff. Following basic training at Ft. Sam Houston, 
Texas, she served meritoriously as an Army surgery 
nurse until she was relieved from active duty on 
November 16, 1945, at William Beaumont General 
Hospital, El Paso, Texas. Mrs. Kutz is the wife 
of Herbert L. Kutz. 


8.—Pfe. Eurith B. Weaver, son of Mr. and Mrs. §. J. 
Weaver of Batesville, Arkansas, was born on July 
26, 1909, at Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
the Little Rock schools and was engaged in archi- 
tectural and civil engineering work until entering 
the Marine Corps on February 28, 1944. Sent to 
San Diego, California, for boot training, he won 
the Expert’s Medal for the rifle and became a rifle 
range coach. In June 1944, Private Weaver was 
sent to Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands and 
remained there for 15 months. He was honorably 
discharged on September 25, 1945, at San Diego, 
California. He and his wife, Justine Laman, have 
one child. 


9.—2nd Lt. William Thomas Boyce, son of Clara M. 
and W. W. Boyce, was born June 1, 1923, in Conway, 
Arkansas. He attended Conway Grade School and 
graduated from Little Rock High School, afterwards 
being employed by Cash Wholesale Company in Lit- 
tle Rock as clerk and by Arkansas Ordnance Plant 
at Jacksonville, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air 
Corps May 7, 1943, he received basic training at 
Maxwell Field, Alabama, and attended Pilot Train- 
ing School, graduating at Craig Field, Selma, Ala- 
bama, as airplane pilot, twin engine, and _ pistol 
sharpshooter. Attached to the Air Apaches 345th 
Bomb Group, Lieutenant Boyce departed October 30, 
1944, for New Guinea and the Southwest Pacific 
Theater of Operations. He remained overseas for 
five months, participating in Luzon and Philippine 
campaigns. Lieutenant Boyce was killed in action 
March 30, 1945, during an enemy attack on Hainan. 
He was awarded the Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Presidential Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with two Battle Stars, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with two Battle Stars, American 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, and Purple Heart, posthumously. He is sur- 
vived by his parents. 
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10.—Seaman 1/c John Lee Williams, son of Elsie 
Bell Williams of North Little Rock, was born in 
North Little Rock on March 16, 1927. He attended 
North Little Rock High School and was a lifeguard 
until entering the Navy on September 28, 1944. 
Seaman Williams served boot training at San Diego, 
California, and after six months in this country was 
given sea duty in February 1945. He spent one 
year overseas and served in the American area and 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Holder of the American 
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
one Battle Star, and the Victory Ribbon, he was 
returned to the United States and was honorably 
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at Camp Peary, Virginia 
and then attended the Deisel School. ioe fone 
months in this country he was sent to the South 
Pacific and served on Guam and in other parts of 
the Pacific for almost two years. He was returned 
to this country and was honorably discharged at 
the Naval Separation Center at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on December 31, 1945. His wife is the former Vir- 
ginia Ennis. 


12.—William Vane Quinn is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Monroe Quinn of Perryville, Arkansas. (No 
details were furnished regarding his service record.) 


13.—T/4 Troy Donaldson Quinn is the son of Wil- 
liam Monroe and Nancy Quinn of Perryville, Ark- 
ansas, where he was born on June 21, 1916. He 
attended Perryville High School and was a clerk in 
a hardware store until entering the military service 
on February 12, 1941. After completing his basic 
training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he was sent 
to the Aleutian Islands with the 153rd Infantry, 
in April 1942. Returning to this country he was sent 
to the Philippine Islands with the 382nd Infantry 
of the 96th Infantry Division. In the Pacific theater 
with this unit he saw action in the Philippines and 
Okinawa campaigns. Overseas a total of 34 months, 
he is the holder of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with three Battle Stars, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Good 
Conduct Medal and the Expert Rifleman’s Badge. 
Sergeant Quinn was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, on October Ome DS 


14._Segt. Herman A. Griffey, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman A. Griffey, Sr., was born January 
22, 1919, in Lewisville, Arkansas. He graduated 
from Pine Bluff High School, afterwards being 
employed as brakeman for St. Louis Southwestern 
Railway Company. Entering the Transportation 
Corps April 18, 1944, he received basic training at 
Camp Plauche, Louisiana, qualifying as military 
railway conductor and sharpshooter. Attached to 
Co. C, 737th Railway Battalion, he served in the 
United States for nearly a year before departing 
February 14, 1945, for Luzon and the Philippine 
Islands. Overseas for eight months, he participated 
in the Luzon campaign and spent one month with 
the Army of Occupation in Japan. Sergeant Griffey 
was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic- 
Pacific Ribbon, one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and World War 
II Victory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
January 12, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
Pine Bluff, where he lives with his wife, Wava, and 
their child. 


15.—Seaman Louis Emerson Corbin, son of Mrs. 
Hattie Corbin of 202 Drexel Street, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, was born April 13, 1915. He attended 
Hot Springs Public Schools and is a graduate of 
the high school there. Seaman Corbin entered the 
Navy February 21, 1945, and received boot training 
at San Diego, California. He was then sent to 
Cook School. (No further information was fur- 
nished regarding his service record.) 








16.—T/4 Jack Bullard, son of Effie Ray and William 
Henry Bullard, was born February 38, 1923, in 
Bauxite, Arkansas. He attended Bauxite Public 
School, Roland School, and Joseph T. Robinson 
School. Entering the Army January 26, 1943, he 
received basic training at Camp Campbell, Kentucky, 
qualifying as tank driver and expert machine gun- 
ner. Attached to Co. D, 782nd Tank Bn., he departed 
from the United States January 1, 1944, for LeHavre, 
France, and during his six months overseas, par- 
ticipated in the campaign of Central Europe. He 
was awarded one Bronze Campaign Star, European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon, Good Conduct Ribbon, 
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American Theater Ribbon, and World War II Vic- 
tory Ribbon. After being honorably discharged 
February 7, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, he returned to 
Benton, Arkansas. 


17.—Pyt. J. T. Bullard, son of Effie Ray and Wil- 
liam Henry Bullard of Benton, Arkansas, was born 
December 19, 1924, in Bauxite, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Bauxite, Roland, and Joe T. Robinson Schools. 
Entering the Army June 20, 1945, he received basic 
training at Camp Ellis, Illinois, and attended Military 
Police School. Private Bullard served with an M.P. 
detachment and was honorably discharged January 
24, 1946, at Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, reenlist- 
ing in the Regular Army January 25, 1946. His 
wife is the former Thelma Lee. 


18.—Pvt. Leonard C. Rhodes, son of Mrs. W. Z. 
Rhodes and the late Mr. Rhodes, of Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, was born September 1, 1915. He attended 
Pine Bluff Public Schools and was later a mechanic 
at Grady, Arkansas. Private Rhodes entered the 
Army in March, 1945. (No further information 
regarding his service record was furnished.) 


19.—T/4 David W. Wallis, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Loyle B. Wallis, was born May 8, 19238, in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. He received his education by at- 
tending Pine Bluff High School. Entering the Signal 
Corps December 10, 1942, he was called to active 
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1.—T/Sgt. William F. Mobley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. Mobley, was born August 7, 1918, in Trask- 
wood, Arkansas. He attended Traskwood School, 
Harmony Grove High School, and Draughon’s School 
of Business in Little Rock, afterwards being em- 
ployed in the auditor’s office of Hotel Marion in 
Little Rock. Entering the Finance Department of 
the Air Corps May 22, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, qualifying as 
finance clerk-typist and in the use of the carbine 
and automatic. Sergeant Mobley served for three 
and a half years at Lowry Field, Colorado, and 
was honorably discharged November 17, 1945. He 
lives in Little Rock with his wife, Olive, and their 
daughter. 


2.—Sgt. O. Z. Coon, son of Birdie Alta and Leon 
Alfred Coon, was born August 9, 1917, in Louisiana, 
moving to Arkansas in 1938. He attended Okaloosa 
High School, afterwards being engaged in aircraft 
work. A member of the National Guard since 1933, 
he entered the Army July 30, 1945, and received 
basic training at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. Sergeant 
Coon served for a year in the United States and 
was honorably discharged July 28, 1946, at Ft. 
Sam Houston, Texas. He lives in Lake Village with 
his wife, Nona, and their child. 


3.—Sgt. Doyle R. Mobley, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter L. Mobley, was born May 12, 1921, in Trask- 
wood, Arkansas. He attended Traskwood Grade 
School and Benton and Harmony Grove High 
Schools. Entering the Army Combat Engineers 
October 2, 1943, he received basic training at Camp 
Abbott, Oregon, qualifying as construction fore- 
man and receiving Marksmanship Medal. Sergeant 
Mobley departed May 26, 1944, for the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations and remained overseas 
for a year and seven months in New Guinea, Philip- 
pines, and Japan. He participated in the campaigns 
of Leyte and Mindanao and was awarded the Victory 
Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Thea- 
ter Ribbon with two Bronze Stars and one Arrow- 
head, and Philippine Liberation Ribbon with two 
Bronze Stars. He also spent three and a half months 
with the Army of Occupation. After being honor- 
ably discharged January 11, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, 
he returned to Benton, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Vida, and their child. 


4.—Electrician’s Mate 2/c Alvin Richard Hughes, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Hughes, was born 
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20.—Cpl. Robert Cleo Boles, son of George and — 


Nancy Boles of Little Rock, was born at Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, on September 2, 1911. He attended 
Russellville High School until enlisting in the Na- 
tional Guard on December 1, 1940. He went into 
active service with the 206th Coast Artillery of 
the Arkansas National Guard and served his basic 
training at Ft. Bliss, Texas. In June 1942, he was 
sent with his unit to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, and 
served there and in the Aleutian Islands, seeing 
action in the battle for the Aleutians. Overseas a 
total of 28 months, he was awarded the Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with one Battle Star, Amer- 
ican Defense Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct 
Medal. He was honorably discharged at Camp 
Roberts, California, on September 24, 1945. 
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October 18, 1912, in Stephens, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Stephens High School and Henderson State 
Teacher’s College, afterwards being employed as 
lineman. Entering the Navy January 14, 1944, he 
received boot training at San Diego, California, 
qualifying as electrician. Mate Hughes served for 
21 months in the United States and was honorably 
discharged October 31, 1945, at Memphis, Tennessee. 
He lives in Magnolia, Arkansas, with his wife, Odelle, 
and their children. 


5.—Ist Lt. Leon A. Coon, Jr., son of Birdie Alta 
and Leon Alfred Coon, Sr., was born April 16, 1920, 
in Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1938. He 
attended Okaloosa High School and Junior College. 
Entering the Army Air Corps June 1, 1942, he 
received basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and 
attended Photography and Aviation Cadets’ Schools, 
qualifying as bombardier. Lieutenant Coon served 
for a year and eight months in the United States 
and departed in March 1944 for England and the 
European Theater of Operations, where he par- 
ticipated in the invasion of France and the bomb- 
ing of Germany. He was wounded in action three 
times and was awarded the Purple Heart with two 
Oak Leaf Clusters and the Air Medal with six Oak 
Leaf Clusters. Lieutenant Coon was killed in action. 
He is survived by his parents, who live in Lake 
Village, Arkansas. 


6.—Ens. Hoyt. Lytle Duff is the son of Lawrence 
Walker and Ella Mae Lytle Duff of Wabbaseka, 
Arkansas, where he was born on August 2, 1925. 
He attended Wabbaseka and Altheimer High 
Schools and completed his education at Arkansas 
State Teachers College before enlisting in the Navy 
V-5 program in June 1943. Ensign Duff served boot 
training at Jacksonville, Texas, Pensacola and Jack- 
sonville, Florida. He completed flight training at 
Memphis, Tennessee; Athens, Georgia; Hutchinson, 
Kansas, and Miami, Florida, and was commissioned 
as a Navy fighter pilot. As last report Ensign Duff 
was on duty aboard the Navy’s new aircraft carrier, 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt, serving with the Atlantic 
Air Force. He has signed for the Regular Navy. 


7.—S/Sgt. Reuben Allen Mills, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Reuben Lee Mills, was born April 16, 1923, in 
Haskell, Arkansas. He attended Harmony Grove 
High School in Haskett and Benton High School, 
afterwards being employed as clerk in a hardware 
store and as steel worker in a defense plant. Entering 
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the Army Air Corps September 4, 1942. he received _ 

basic training at Keesler Field, Mississippi, and 


attended Flexible Gunnery School in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, qualifying as gunner on heavy bomber 
and gunner instructor. He received Air Crew Mem- 
ber and Gunner’s Wings in November 1942. Ser- 
geant Mills served with the 511th Sqdn., 351st 
Group, and departed April 16, 1948, for England. 
He remained overseas for six months, participating 
in the air offensive of Europe, and was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, European-African 
Ribbon with one Star, and the Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters. After being honorably dis- 
charged October 21, 1945, at Barksdale Field, Lou- 
isiana, he returned to Benton, Arkansas, where he 
lives with his wife, Eva Jean, and their child. 


8.—Pfe. Grady Wilson Wyner, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Harvey Wyner, was born January 2, 1913, in 
Leesville, Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1926. 
He attended College Hill School in Texarkana, after- 
wards being employed as automotive mechanic. 
Entering the Air Force June 7, 1948, he received 
basic training at Amarillo, Texas, qualifying as 
B-29 specialist, aircraft mechanic, and aircraft en- 
gine mechanic. Private Wyner served for two and 
a half years in the United States with the 2nd Air 
Force and was honorably discharged November 20, 
1945, at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. He lives in 
Benton, Arkansas, with his wife, Estelle. 






9.—Sgt. James A. Coon, son of Birdie Alta and 
Leon Alfred Coon, was born March 26, 1923, in 
Louisiana, moving to Arkansas in 1938. He at- 
tended Lake Side High School. Entering the Army 
Air Corps October 19, 1942, he received basic train- 
ing at Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended T.W.A. 
Engine Specialists’ School, qualifying as aerial 
engineer. After serving for a year in the United 
States, Sergeant Coon departed October 26, 1943, 
for England and the European Theater of Oper- 
ations. Overseas for two years, he participated 
in the airborne invasions of France and Germany 
and was awarded the Air Medal with four Clusters. 
He was honorably discharged September 15, 1945, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and returned to Lake 
Village, where he lives with his wife, Louise. 


10.—Ist Lt. Alfred Thomas Coon, son of Birdie 
Alta and Leon Alfred Coon of Lake Village, Arkan- 
sas, was born October 18, 1914, in Louisiana, moving 
to Arkansas in 1938. He attended Okaloosa High 
School and Ouachita Parish Junior College in Mon- 
roe, Louisiana, afterwards being engaged in farm- 
ing. Entering the Marine Corps June 1, 1935, at 
New Orleans, he received boot training at Quantico, 
Virginia, and attended Marine Radio School. Lieu- 
tneant Coon departed October 15, 1948, for the 
South Pacific Theater of Operations, remaining 
overseas for a year and four months. He and his 
wife, Apharine Horne Coon, have two children. 


11.—Ist Lt. Lawrence Walker Duff, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. W. Duff, was born at Wabbaseka, Ark- 
ansas, on January 1, 1918, receiving his education at 
Wabbaseka High School and at Monticello (Arkan- 
sas) A. & M., and worked in the Post Office at 
Wabbaseka and for the Southwestern Transportation 
Co., Texarkana, Texas, prior to entering the service 
on August 9, 1941. He received basic training at 
Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, and later graduated 
from Officer Candidate School, Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, 
receiving his commission. Qualified as a motor 
officer in the Field Artillery, Lieutenant Duff was 
assigned successively to the 26th Field Artillery 
Bn., 9th Division and the 334th Field Artillery Bn., 
87th Division. After three years of service in this 
country, he sailed for the European theater on 
July 15, 1944, and saw action in the Northern France, 
Ardennes, Central Europe and Central Germany 
campaigns, and served for two months with the 
Army of Occupation after the close of the war. He 
was awarded the European Theater Ribbon with 
four Battle Stars, American Defense Service Rib- 
bon and the Good Conduct Medal, and was relieved 
from active duty on November 1, 1945, at Camp 
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born January 1 
He attended Trusty G 

Junior High School, and ; 
School, afterwards being employed by | Ve 
liams & Lick Company of Fort Smith. f 
the Navy January 7, 1944, he was attached t ) 
Marines and received boot training at San Dieg 
California, attending Hospital Corps School and 
Field Medical School. He departed July 24, 1944, " 
with the Marine Infantry for more than a year of - 
overseas duty and participated in the invasion of 

Luzon and the campaigns of Treasure Island, Bou- 
gainville, Mindanao, and the Philippine Islands. 

Mate Martin was awarded two Naval Citations and 

was honorably discharged May 21, 1946, at San 

Pedro, California. He lives in Fort Smith. 


13.—Pvt. Sidney F. Sebastian, son of Mollie D. and 
Nicholas J. Sebastian, Sr., was born July 29, 1923, 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Little Rock 
High School, afterwards being employed by Geor- 
gia Air Service in Jackson, Tennessee. He entered 
the 839th Army Air Force, Specialized Depot, June 
9, 1943. After being honorably discharged Septem- 
ber 17, 1943, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, he re- 
turned to Little Rock, where he lives with his wife, 
Margaret, and their daughter. 


14.—S/Sgt. James C. Cobb, son of Elmer C. Cobb 
of El Dorado, Arkansas, was born July 3, 1921. He 
is a graduate of Longview High School. Sergeant 
Cobb entered the Army March 17, 1942, and received 
basic training at Ft. Lewis, Washington. His wife is 
Melba Cobb. (No details regarding his service record 
were furnished.) 


15.—Cpl. Ralph E. Cobb, son of Elmer C. Cobb of 
El Dorado, Arkansas, was born June 11, 1924. He 
attended and graduated from Lakeview High School 
and Jefferson Military Academy, Washington, Mis- 
sissippi. He entered the Army March 26, 1943, and 
was stationed in Indo-China. (No further details 
were furnished regarding his service record.) 


16.—2nd Lt. John Ivan McClain is the son of Wil- 
liam Richard and Bessie Baker McClain of Malvern, 
Arkansas. Born at Malvern on January 23, 1919, he 
attended Malvern High School and Bob Jones Col- 
lege at Cleveland, Tennessee. He was employed as 
a bookkeeper and accountant until entering the Army 
Air Corps on November 16, 1943. Lieutenant Mc- 
Clain served basic training at Keesler Field, Mis- 
Sissippi, and received flight training at the Univer- 
sity of Florida; San Antonio, Texas, and Selman 
Field. He was commissioned as a navigator and 
assigned to the 485th Bomb Group. Lieutenant 
McClain served a total of two years of military 
service and was released from active service on 
March 19, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His 
wife is the former Jimmy K. Lindsay. 


17.—T/5 William Dean Wilkinson, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. D. Wilkinson, was born January 26, 
1920, at_Wilmar, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Wilmar High School in 1937, after which he was 
employed with his father as a log contractor for 
Crossett Lumber Co., Crossett, Arkansas. Enlisting 
in the Armed Forces December 3, 1941, he received 
training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky; Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, and Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. Serving 
with the 2nd Armored Division, “Hell on Wheels,” 
he was sent to the European theater where he 
participated in the Sicilian, Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central European 
campaigns. He was awarded the Belgian Citation, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon with six 
Bronze Stars, Pre-Pearl Harbor Ribbon, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge with five Overseas Bars, and 
Good Conduct Medal. He was honorably discharged 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, October 15, 1945. 


18.—Pvt. Edward Taylor Duff was born at Pine 
Bluff on August 26, 1913, attended high school at 
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: School, and Arkansas Polytechnic College, after- 21.—Capt. Byron Rhodes Morse, son of Mr. and 
bei wards being engaged as storekeeper for Lone Star Mrs. Byron Morse, was born at Blytheville Febru- 
_ Gas Company in Dallas, Texas. A member of the ary 23, 1917. He received his education by attend- 
National Guard since September 1936, he entered ing Blytheville High School and University of Ark- 
the Army Air Forces, Air Transport Command, Oc- ansas, after which he was employed by the John 
tober 30, 1942, and received basic training at Black- Tucker Furniture Company of Little Rock. Enter- 
land Army Air Field, Waco, Texas. Sergeant Wiggs ing the Infantry February 6, 1942, he received basic 
attended Airplane and Engine Mechanics’ School, training at R.O.T.C., University of Arkansas, later 
Line Mechanics’ School, and Aerial Engineers’ attending Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
School, qualifying as aerial engineer and carbine where he qualified for unit commander. Captain 
sharpshooter and receiving Aviation Badge. At- Morse served in the United States attached to 53rd 
tached to the 1503rd A.A.F. B.U., Air Transport Infantry and I.R.T.C. Headquarters and was sent 
Command, he departed July 2, 1944, for Hickam to the Aleutian Islands on June 17, 1942, serving 
Field, Hawaii, and remained overseas for four in that theater for over two years. Returning Oc- 
months. He was awarded Good Conduct Medal, tober 8, 1944, he was honorably discharged at Camp 
Asiatic-Pacifie Ribbon, World War II Victory Rib- Robinson, November 15, 1945. He and his wife, 

bon, and American Campaign Ribbon. After being Josephine, live in Little Rock with their son. 


[ 1159 J 





















S/Sgt. Lee Reddin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reddin of Malvern, Ark- 
ansas, was born at Tinsman, Arkansas, on January 26, 1915. After gradu- 
ating from Bearden High School, he attended the Magnolia A. & M. Col- 
lege and the Ouachita Baptist College. Sergeant Reddin entered active 
military service with the 153rd Infantry of the Arkansas National Guard 
on December 23, 1940. He completed basic training at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas, and in August 1941, was sent with his unit to Alaska. Overseas 
more than 31 months, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon 
with one Battle Star, American Defense Service Ribbon with one Star 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to this country he attended 
Cadre School and served with the 114th Infantry Training Battalion. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on July 8, 1945. 
His wife is the former Hautine Adams. 





ROBERT E. LEE 


Sgt. Clem Daniel Lee was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Varnell Lee of McGehee, 
Arkansas. Born at Tillar, Arkansas, on January 15, 1925. He completed 
his education at McGehee High School and the N.Y.A. Training School at 
Dumas, Arkansas. Entering the military service on July 23, 1943, Ser- 
geant Lee was assigned to the Army Combat Engineers and was sent to 
Ft. Pierce, Florida, for basic training. He completed basic training at 
Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, and after 11 months in the United States was 
sent to England in July, 1944. Sergeant Lee served a short time in Eng- 
land and then with his unit was sent into action in France. He served in 
the heavy fighting in France and was’ killed in action in France in Sep- 
tember 1944. This gallant soldier was awarded the Purple Heart, post- 


humously. 





JAMES G. ADAMS 








Sgt. James Gerald Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther A 

vern, Arkansas, was born at Sheridan, Arkansas, on August i 2 
He graduated from Malvern High School prior to entering the Army Air 
Corps on January 14, 1943. He completed basic training with the 566th — 
Training Squadron at Atlantic City, New Jersey, and then attended the 
Administration School. Sergeant Adams became a supply technician and 
in August 1943, he was sent to Puerto Rico. Overseas 27 months, he served 
with the 33rd Air Service Squadron in Puerto Rico and in Trinidad. Holder 






of the Good Conduct Medal, American Theater Ribbon and the Victory . 


Ribbon, he also holds the Marksman’s Medal for the rifle and carbine. 
He was honorably discharged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on January 
22, 1946. " 





LEE REDDIN 


Fireman 2/c Robert E. Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Varnell Lee of McGehee, 
Arkansas, was born at McGehee April 28, 1927. He attended McGehee 
Public Schools and entered the Merchant Marine July 10, 1945. Fireman 
Lee received boot training at Sheepshead Bay, New York. He remained 
in the United States a short while and left for overseas duty. No further 
details were furnished. 





CLEM D. LEE 
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Seaman Peter Jennen, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jennen, Sr., of Rus- 

; sellville, Arkansas, was born September 11, 1920. He attended Russellville 
Public Schools and was employed in Dardanelle, Arkansas, before entering 
the service. Seaman Jennen entered the Navy May 12, 1944, and received 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho. His wife, Dimple, and children live in 
Dardanelle. No further details regarding the service record of Seaman 
Jennen were furnished. 





PETER JENNEN, JR. 


Pfc. Robert H. Williams was born at Clarksville, Arkansas, on September 
25, 1923. He graduated from Clarksville High School in 1943, and entered 
the Army on June 8, 1943. Assigned to the Signal Corps, Private Williams 
was sent to Camp Crowder, Missouri, for basic training and later attended 
the Wire School. He was sent to New Guinea in December 1943, and 
remained overseas for more than two years. Participating in the New 
Guinea campaign, he was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
two Battle Stars, American Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Presi- 
dential Unit Citation and the Victory Ribbon and was honorably dis- 
charged at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on February 14, 1946. 





ROBERT H. WILLIAMS 


Ist Lt. John Phillip (Flip) Cowger, son of Mrs. Maud Cowger and the late 
John H. Cowger, was born April 18, 1922, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He 
completed his education by attending Wentworth Military Academy, Lex- 
ington, Missouri. Entering the Infantry June 16, 1942, and later trans- 
ferring to the Army Air Corps, he received preflight training at Santa 
Ana, California; primary flight training at Oxnard, California; basic 
flight training at Lancaster, California, and advanced flight training at 
Marfa, Texas, qualifying as pilot. After training in the United States, 
he departed April 8, 1944, for England, attached to 8th Air Corps, and 
participated in the Normandy invasion in which he was seriously wounded. 
He was awarded the Air Medal with 10 Clusters, Purple Heart, and Euro- 
pean Theater of Operations Ribbon with 10 Battle Stars. Lieutenant Cow- 
ger is remaining in the Army until June 30, 1947. His wife, Sara Frances, 
lives in Dardanelle. 





JOHN P. COWGER 


Sgt. Lee Garland Conatser, son of Carrie Ester and Lonza Grayson 
Conatser, was born May 15, 1923, in Dierks, Arkansas. He attended Dierks 
Grade School and DeQueen High School, afterwards being employed as 
shipfitter at Newport News, Virginia, Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Com- 
pany. Entering the Army September 21, 1944, he received basic training 
at Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, qualifying as electrician and rifle 
marksman. Attached to the 209th Training Company, Sergeant Conatser 
departed January 1, 1945, for Luzon, Philippine Islands, and remained 
overseas for a year and a half. He participated in campaigns of Leyte 
and Luzon and the battles of Tackloban and Subic Bay and was awarded 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
Ribbon with two Bronze Service Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon with 
one Bronze Star, and Meritorious Service Award. After being honorably 
discharged April 18, 1946, at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, he returned to 
his home in DeQueen, Arkansas, where he lives with his wife, Mildred, 


and their child. 





LEE G. CONATSER 
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Pfc. Charles McClure, son of Lola B. and W. H. McClure, was born March 
5, 1925, at Dardanelle, Arkansas. He received his education by attending 
Dardanelle High School, Wentworth Military Academy, and Arkansas 
School of Technology. Entering the Marine Corps May 19, 1943, he re- 
ceived training at San Diego, where he was awarded Medal for Outstanding 
Member of Platoon, and qualified for Marksmanship, Sharpshooter and 
Expert Bayonet Medals. Departing from the United States September 
20, 1943, for the Pacific theater, he was in the first landing group at 
Tarawa and was killed in action at Saipan June 24, 1944. He was awarded 
Presidential Citation and Purple Heart, posthumously, and is survived by 
his parents, who live at Dardanelle. 
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CHARLES McCLURE 


Pfc. Robert Yancey McClure, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. McClure of Darda- : 
nelle, Arkansas, was born December 15, 1923. He attended Dardanelle 
Public Schools and is a graduate of high school. He later attended Went- 
worth Military Academy, Lexington, Missouri, and University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. He was a student at the time he entered the 
Army Air Corps in February, 1943. (No further details were furnished 
regarding his service record.) 





ROBERT Y. McCLURE 


Pfc. William Harrison McClure, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
McClure of Dardanelle, Arkansas. He was born March 7, 1923, and at- 
tended Dardanelle Public Schools, graduating from high school there. He 
later attended Wentworth Military Academy, Lexington, Missouri; Oua- 
chita College, Arkadelphia, Arkansas, and was employed by the government 
in war work at the time he entered the Army Engineers, February 1943. 
(No further details regarding his service record were furnished.) 





WILLIAM H. McCLURE, JR. 


Pvt. Minor Young Chivers, Jr., is the son of Mr. and Mrs. M. Y. Chivers 
of 1622 Orange Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended Russell- 
ville schools and is a graduate of Russellville High School. Private Chivers 
was employed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad as switchman at the time 
he entered the Army Infantry, October 1944. His wife is Janet McClure 
Chivers of Dardanelle. (No details regarding his service record were 
furnished.) 





MINOR Y. CHIVERS, JR. 
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Cpl. William Ethridge, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. William Ethridge of Wilmar, 
Arkansas, was born December 17, 1924. He attended Drew Central High 


School and is a graduate. Corporal Ethridge entered the Marines Feb- 
ruary 4, 1943, and was killed February 28, 1945. 


WILLIAM ETHERIDGE, JR. 


Pfc. Tilghman Edmund Dixon, son of Dr. Charles and Evelyn T. Dixon, 
of Gould, Arkansas, was born December 31, 1908, at Douglas, Arkansas. 
He attended Little Rock Junior College; Loyola University, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and obtained his degree in law at Arkansas Law School, Little 
Rock. He enlisted in the Army October 6, 1942, and after receiving basic 
training at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, was assigned to the Combat Military 
Police with Headquarters Co. M. P., 88th Infantry Division. On December 
2, 1943, he was assigned overseas duty in North Africa. Private Dixon 
participated in the Rome-Arno campaign and wears the European-A frican- 
Middle Eastern Service Ribbon with one Bronze Star, as well as qualifying 
for Marksman’s Medal with the rifle, carbine and pistol. He received his 
honorable discharge at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, September 22, 1945. 
He and his wife, Mary Elizabeth, have four children. 


TILGHMAN E. DIXON 


Pvt. Owen H. Nance, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Nance of 1107 Dill Street, 
Newport, Arkansas, was born January 20, 1926. He attended Beedeville 
Public School and Newport High School. Private Nance entered the Army 
Infantry December 1, 1943. (No further details were furnished.) 


OWEN H. NANCE 


Set. Jasper N. Nance, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Nance of 1107 Dill Street, 
Nec sorea Arkansas, was born May 20, 1920. He attended Beedeville 
Public Schools and Newport High School. He entered the Aircorps Sep- 
tember 1, 1942. (No further details were furnished.) 





JASPER N. NANCE 
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Chief Machinist Winfield Scott Clark, Jr. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. 
Clark of 1305 West Second Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. (No details 
regarding his service record were furnished.) 





WINFIELD S. CLARK, JR. 


E.M. 2/e Franklin Joe Clark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Winfield Scott Clark 
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was born March 28, 1924, at Jonesboro, Ark- 
ansas. After completing his education in the Public Schools of Jonesboro, 
he entered the Navy June 26, 1942, and received boot training at San 
Diego, California. After six months’ training he was sent to the Southwest 
Pacific and saw action at Guadalcanal, New Guinea, Marshall Islands, 
New Georgia, Saipan, Leyte, Luzon, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He also wit- 
nessed the first and second atomic experiments. He wears the American 
Theater Ribbon and Asiatic-Pacific Ribbons with six Battle Stars, Philip- 
pine Liberation Ribbon with one Battle Star, and the Victory Ribbon. 
Mate Clark was still in service with the Navy at last report received. 





FRANKLIN J. CLARK 


Seaman 2/c Edward Roy Reed, son of James M. and Hattie Reed, was 
born August 19, 1906, at Aly, Arkansas. He received his education at 
the Aly Grade School, after which he was employed as U. S. mail carrier. 
Entering the Navy on May 17, 1944, he received boot training at Camp 
Wallace, Texas, and at Newport, Rhode Island. After serving five months 
Seaman Reed received a medical discharge on October 17, 1944, at New- 
port, returning to Hot Springs where he lives with his wife, Ella, and 
their children. 





EDWARD R. REED 


Aviation Machinist’s Mate 3/c Benjamin Curtis Spears is the son of 
Benjamin Curtis Spears, Sr. of Benton, Arkansas, where he was born on 
March 14, 1926. He entered the Navy on March 13, 1944, and was sent to 
San Diego, California, for boot training. After eight months in this coun- 
try, he arrived in the South Pacific area in October 1944, and spent more 
than 15 months overseas. He participated in the Okinawa campaign and 
served five months with the Army of Occupation of Japan. He was honor- 
ably discharged on January 25, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee. 





BENJAMIN C. SPEARS, JR. 
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Sgt. William Hamling, husband of Julia Rogers Hamling, was born De- 
cember 26, 1917. He attended Little Rock Catholic Senools and is 7 
graduate of Catholic High School. Sergeant Hamling entered the Army 


September 16, 1940. (No details regarding his service record were fur- 
nished.) 


‘ 





WILLIAM HAMLING 


Pvt. Marion Sharp, Jr., son of Mrs. Claire Cartwright of 5000 West 30th 
Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, was born in Little Rock. He attended Little 
Rock Public Schools and was employed before entering the Field Ar- 
tillery January 7, 1943. (No record of his service was furnished.) 





MARION SHARP, JR. 


Seaman Elgin R. Chancellor, son of Mrs. Lena Chancellor of Perryville, 
Arkansas, was born February 28, 1920, at Plainview, Arkansas. He at- 
tended Perryville Public Schools and was employed before entering the 
Navy in April 1944. He received boot training at Camp Peary, Virginia. 
He and his wife, Ruby, have two children. (No details were furnished 
regarding his service record.) 





ELGIN R. CHANCELLOR 


Seaman Johnny Coy Cheek, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Cheek of Route 3; 
Little Rock, Arkansas, was born January 4, 1923. He attended Little 
Rock Public Schools and was employed by Southern Ice Company before 
entering the Navy May 1942. Seaman Cheek received boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois. He and his wife, Glennette, have one child. 

(No further details regarding his service record were furnished.) 





JOHNNY C. CHEEK 
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Ist Lt. Fieldon Beak Huie, was the son of Mrs. Lona Huie of Morrilton, 
Arkansas, and was born at Formosa, Arkansas. He was educated at Mor- 
rilton schools and Harding College and was employed as a salesman by 
Whyte Feed Mills. Lieutenant Huie entered the Arkansas National Guard 
in 1930 and received commission of second lieutenant in June 1935. On 
September 15, 1942, he entered the Infantry and received basic training 
at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. He attended service schools at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, and Camp Wolters, Texas, and served two years in the States 
with the 42nd Rainbow Division. In May 1944, Lieutenant Huie departed 
from the States with the 4th Infantry Division and was among the first 
troops on Normandy beachhead. He was wounded in action near Saint Lo, 
France, and died June 23, 1944. Lieutenant Huie was posthumously 
awarded the Purple Heart. He is survived by his mother; one brother, 
Billy J. Huie of Little Rock, and his wife, the former Ruth Jumper of 
Conway. 





FIELDON B. HUIE 


S/Sgt. Deane C. Coffey is the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. N. F. Coffey 
of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. He was born March 27, 1922, at Black Rock, 
Arkansas. He received his education in Walnut Ridge and Arkansas Poly- 
technic College. Sergeant Coffey entered service on December Pave, 2 BS MI 
receiving basic training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, where he was assigned 
to the Ordnance Department as parts clerk. He served with the 3234th 
Ordnance Depot Co. for two years. Sergeant Coffey sailed on February 7, 
1945, to the European and Pacific theaters, serving on the Rhineland and 
Central Europe for 10 months, returning to the States on November 21, 
1945. Sergeant Coffey received the Victory Ribbon, American Theater 
Ribbon, European-African-Middle-Eastern Theater Ribbon, two Bronze 
Stars, Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon, one Overseas Service Bar, one Ser- 
vice Stripe and the Good Conduct Medal. He was discharged on December 
24, 1945, at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois. His wife is the former Mary Jane 
Thomas. 





DEANE C. COFFEY 


Pfc. Roy H. Thomas is the son of J. R. Thomas of Pocahontas, Arkansas, 
and Mrs. Jessie Thomas of Grande Vista, Stevensville, Michigan. He was 
born August 17, 1921, at Pocahontas, Arkansas, and received his education 
there and was employed as inspector for a bottling company. Private 
Thomas entered service on September 8, 1942, receiving basic training at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri, where he was assigned to the 16th Signal Group, 
after serving one year in the States he sailed on September 25, 1943, to 
the Pacific theater. He served in the New Guinea, Bismarck Archipelago, 
South Philippines and Luzon battles and campaigns. He received the 
Victory Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon, four 
Bronze Battle Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, four Overseas Bars, 
one Service Stripe and the Good Conduct Medal. Returning to the States 
on November 10, 1945, he received his discharge 20 days later at Ft. 
Sheridan, Illinois. 
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Luther L. Wallis, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wallis was born 
February 1, 1918. He attended Searcy High School and was 
engaged in farming before entering service October, 1944. He 
and his wife, Alta McDaniel Wallis, have one child. (No details 
regarding his service record were furnished.) 





LUTHER L. WALLIS 








Delbert L. Wallis, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wallis of Route 1, 
McCrory, Arkansas, was born February 15, 1927. He attended 
McCrory Public Schools and graduated from McCrory High 
School. Delbert Wallis entered the Navy May 15, 1944. (No 
futher details regarding his service record were furnished.) 
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Jack Justice Venable, son of Mr. : 
Venable, formerly of Little Roc 
born February 7, 1926, at Bauxite, A Sas, 

attended Little Rock Public Schools and is a grad- 


udate of Little Rock High School. He later attended — 


Louisiana State University and played three years 
with the American Legion Baseball Club. Jack 
Venable entered the Naval Air Corps. (Further 
i a his service record were not fur- 
nished. 


James Caple Venable, son of Mr. and Mrs. James A. 
Venable, formerly of Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
born November 29, 1923, at Bauxite, Arkansas. He 
graduated from Little Rock High School and at- 
tended Mississippi State College. He also played 
American Legion baseball before entering the Naval 
Air Corps October 27, 1943. (Further details were 
not furnished.) a 


Set. George Cox Wyatt, son of Mrs. John Edward 
Wyatt of Atlanta, Georgia, was born November 4, 
1914. He attended Little Rock High School, Junior 
College and Georgia Tech. He was in the architectural 
business before entering the Army, Construction 
Engineer Division, July 1943. He and his wife, Mary 
Lorraine, have one child. (Details regarding his 
service record were not furnished.) 


T/5 Nicholas John Sebastian, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholas John Sebastian, Sr., was born Janu- 
ary 18, 1921, in Little Rock, Arkansas. He attended 
Little Rock Senior High School, afterwards being 
employed by Western Electric Company and Mis- 
souri Pacific Railroad Company. Entering the Trans- 
portation Corps May 11, 1944, he received training 
at Camp Plauche, New Orleans, Louisiana, quali- 
fying as wire chief, telephone and telegraph, and as 
rifle marksman. He departed December 26, 1944, 
for the European Theater of Operations with the 
3110th Signal Service Battalion and remained over- 
seas for more than two years. He participated in 
campaigns of Rhineland and Central Europe, spend- 
ing 10 months with the Army of Occupation, and 
was awarded European-African-Middle Eastern Rib- 
bon with two Bronze Stars, World War II Victory 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and two Overseas Bars. 
After being honorably discharged June 1, 1946, at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, he returned to Little 
Rock, where he lives with his wife, Mary Genevieve. 


William F. McCombs is the son of Mrs. R. B. Me- 
Combs. He was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
attended public school in Little Rock. After grad- 
uating from high school he entered Princeton Uni- 
versity, New Jersey. He entered the Navy July 1, 
1943. (Details regarding his service record were 
not furnished.) 


Sgt. Trevor Watson Ingram, son of Mrs. H. W. 
Ingram, of 1222 Rock Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
was born June 3, 1918, at Warren, Arkansas. He 
attended public schools and is a graduate of El 
Dorado High School. He also attended A. & M. 
College, Magnolia, Arkansas. Sergeatn Ingram 
entered the Army January 29, 1942, and received 
basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. (Fur- 
ther details were not furnished.) 


Cpl. Madison Chesley Ingram, son of Mrs. H. W. 
Ingram of 1222 Rock, Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
born November 14, 1922, at Warren, Arkansas. He 
attended El Dorado, Arkansas, Public Schools and 
was connected with William Brothers in defense 
work. Corporal Ingram entered the Anti-aircraft 
as a gunner March 19, 1943. (Details regarding his 
service record were not furnished.) 


S/Sgt. Gainer Owen Duffey, II, son of Ernestine 
Hill and the late Gainer Owen Duffey, was born 
at Batesville, Arkansas. He received his educa- 
tion by attending Batesville High School and Ark- 
ansas College at Batesville. He entered the Army 
Ordnance September 28, 1942, receiving basic train- 
ing at Camp Perry, Ohio, and by attending service 
schools at Aberdeen, Maryland, and Omaha, Neb- 
raska, qualified for motor sergeant. Serving 33 
months with 290th Ord. MM Co. and 965th Ord. 
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S/Sgt. Robert arter, Son | 
Carter, was born January 16, - in ] 
moving to Arkansas in 1943. He attended Cle 
High School at Cleburne; Texas; Baylor Unix 
at Waco; and Arkansas State Teachers Coll 
Conway, Arkansas. Entering the Army Air ps” 
January 14, 1942, in Dallas, Texas, he received 
basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and attended 
Airplane Mechanics’ School and Aerial Gunnery 
School. Sergeant Carter specialized in administra- 
tion and qualified as marksman with carbine and 
pistol. He was awarded Army Air Forces Crew | 
Member Wings and A.A.F. Technical Badge with 
Airplane Mechanic’s Bar. He served for nearly four 
years in the United States with the 318th A.A.F. 
B.U. and 2126th A.A.F. B.U. and was awarded Amer- 
ican Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, and Good 
Conduct Medal. After being honorably discharged — 
November 15, 1945, at Randolph Field, Texas, he 
returned to Morrilton, Arkansas, where he lives 
with his wife, Elizabeth, and their child. 


Sgt. Van E. Mills, son of W. W. Mills of Traskwood, 
Arkansas, was born May 6, 1916, at Traskwood. 
He attended Harmony Grove schools and is a grad- 
uate of high school there. He was employed as a 
chemist before entering the Army March 20, 1944. 
(Details regarding his service record were not 
furnished.) 


S/Set. Wesley E. Crawford, son of Martha Bernice 
Crawford of Benton, Arkansas, was born at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, on December 4, 1915. He attended 
the Benton schools and was a railroad brakeman 
until entering the Army on June 1, 1944. He served 
his Infantry basic training at Ft. McClellan, Ala- 
bama, and became an Infantry section sergeant. In 
November, 1944, he was sent to the European theater 
and saw action in the Rhineland and Central Europe 
campaigns. Overseas 18 months, he attended the 
Intelligence and Reconnaissance School in Germany 
and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and the 
Presidential Unit Citation. He was returned to the 
United States and was honorably discharged at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on April 14, 1946. He 
and his wife, the former Mary Elizabeth Moore, 
have one child. 


Sgt. David M. Crawford is the son of Bernice and 
William Crawford of Benton, Arkansas, where he 
was born on June 1, 1928. He attended Benton 
High School and was employed as timekeeper for 
the Horace Williams Construction Company before 
entering the Army on January 19, 1943. He com- 
pleted basic training at Camp Haan, California, 
and became a lineman chief with the 389th Anti- . 
aircraft Battalion. In March 1944, he was sent to 
the Asiatic-Pacific theater with his unit and saw 
action in New Guinea and the Netherlands East 
Indies during his 22 months of foreign service. After 
three months with the Army of Occupation of Japan, 
he was honorably discharged on January 26, 1946, 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. His wife is Lucy M. 
Crawford. 


Ist/Sgt. Wyatt B. Crawford is the son of Bernice 
and William A. Crawford of Benton, Arkansas, 
where he was born on May 21, 1920. After grad- 
uating from Benton High School, he was chief clerk 
for Cargile-Harbert Construction Company until 
entering military service on September 2, 1942. 
Assigned to the Ordnance Department, he served 
basic training at Camp Perry, Ohio, and Camp 
Young, California, and was sent to Scotland with 
his unit, the 505th Ordnance Tank Maintenance Co. 
in January 1944. Overseas 22 months, Sergeant 
Crawford saw action in the Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes, and Central Europe 









/ Crawford’s unit spent 316 days 
ombat and saw action at Milney Bay, 
ay, and Sansapor, New Guinea, and in the 
n of Luzon. Overseas 26 months, he was 
ed the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with 
tw ttle Stars, Good Conduct Medal, American 
Theater Ribbon, Victory Ribbon, American Defense 
Service Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Unit 
3 Service Plaque and one Bronze Arrowhead for the 
landing in the Philippines. He was honorably dis- 
charged on November 11, 1945, at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. 










S/Segt. William Russell Smith, son of Perry M. Smith 
of Carlisle, Arkanass, was born November 23, 1921, 
at Stuttgart, Arkansas. He received his education 
in the Stuttgart Public Schools. 
entered the Marine Corps October 1941. Further 
details regarding the service record of Sergeant 
Russell were not furnished. 


Pfc. Kenneth Clayton Smith, son of Perry M. Smith 
of Carlisle, Arkansas, was born November 20, 1922, 
at Stuttgart. He received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of Stuttgart. Private Smith entered the 
Army Air Corps October 1942. Further details were 
not furnished regarding the service record of Pri- 
vate Smith. 


Pvt. Fred H. Wood, son of Mr. and Mrs. Horace S. 
Wood of Cabot, Arkansas, was born November 28, 
1915. He is a graduate of Beebe High School and 
was engaged in the oil business before entering 
the Army February 9, 1945. His wife is Ruth 
Juanita’ Wood. Details regarding his service record 
were not furnished. 


T/Sgt. J. R. Rodgers, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Rodgers of Route 4, Pine Bluff, was born at Des 
Arc, Arkansas on July 22, 1920. He attended Pros- 
pect High School at Jonesboro and was employed 
as an engineer by the Cotton Belt Railroad until 
entering military service on June 5, 1944. Assignned 
to the Transportation Corps, he was sent to Camp 
Plauche, New Orleans, Louisiana, to serve basic 
training and later became a military engineer with 
the 737th Railway Bn. In February 1945, he was 
sent to the Philippines and remained overseas one 
year. He took part in the Philippine campaign 
and was awarded the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Rib- 
bon with one Battle Star, Philippine Liberation Rib- 
bon, Good Conduct Medal and the Victory Ribbon. 
He served three months with the occupation troops 
in Japan and was honorably discharged at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, February 1, 1946. He and his 
wife, Maudie, have two children. 


Storekeeper James W. Yancey, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. E. Yancey of Brickeys, Arkansas, was born July 
2, 1922, at Marianna, Arkansas. He received his 
education in Marianna Public Schools and is a grad- 
uate of Marianna High School. Storekeeper Yancey 
was engaged in farming before entering the Navy, 
September 1942. He received boot training at Great 
Lakes, Illinois. ( Further details regarding his ser- 
vice record were not furnished.) 


t. Louis C. Salinger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sollie 
Beno was born August 5, 1920, in Brinkley, 
Arkansas. He attended Brinkley High School and 
Louisiana State University, afterwards being em- 
ployed as a salesman. Entering the Air Force 
February 2, 1942, he received basic training at 


William Wilford 


Sergeant Smith. 
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Apenni *s and Po Valley and was awarded 
n Theater of Operations Ribbon Mediter- 
r Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Unit Citation. After being honorably discharged 
September 20, 1946, at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, he 
returned to his home in Brinkley, Arkansas. 


Lt. Col. John Llewellyn Lewis, son of Mrs. J. B. 
Lewis of Miami, Florida, was born August 21, 
1901, in Memphis, Tennessee. He attended Lakeside 
High School and entered West Point through ap- 
pointment “at large” in 1919. He graduated from 
West Point | in 1925. Colonel Lewis died in the 
service of his country. This edition is in memory 
to Colonel Lewis, dedicated by his wife, Mary Lynn, 
and son, John B. Lewis, of Lake Village, Arkansas. 


Sgt. William Page Rogers son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rogers of Portland, Arkansas, was 
born September 1, 1908. He attended Portland Pub- 
lic Schools and later Draughon’s Business College, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Sergeant Rogers entered 
the Army April 13, 1942. His wife, Grace Elliott 
Rogers, lives in Dermott, Arkansas. (No further 
details were furnished.) 


Storekeeper 1/c Lorrayne M. Dunn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. G. T. Dunn, Jr., was born April 16, 1922, 
in Lake Village, Arkansas. She attended Louisiana 
State University, afterwards being employed as 
bookkeeper in the McGehee Arkansas, Bank. Enter- 
ing the Navy (Waves) April 20, 1943, she attended 
Hunter College in New York and Storekeepers’ 
School in Milledgeville, Georgia. After serving for 
nearly three years as storekeeper technician (radio) 
first class, she was honorably discharged February 
6, 1946, at Memphis, Tennessee, and returned to 
her home in Lake Village. 


2nd Lt. Robert Garvin Dunn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. T. Dunn, Jr., was born July 30, 1917, in Lake 
Village, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High 
School and Louisiana State University, afterwards 
being employed by Standard Oil Company of Lou- 
isiana in Baton Rouge. Entering the Army Air 
Force March 27, 1943, he received basic training at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, and attended A.A.F. Officer 
Candidate School, qualifying as engineering aide 
and research and development officer. After serving 
more than a year in the United States, including 
duty at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Lieutenant 
Dunn departed December 31, 1944, for Alaska, re- 
maining overseas for four months. He was honor- 
ably discharged May 13 1946, at Camp Atterbury, : 
Indiana, and returned to Lake Village where he 

lives with his wife, Lillian. 


Capt. Joseph Marvin Dunn, son of Gladys A. and 
G. T. Dunn, Jr., was born July 30, 1917, in Lake 
Village, Arkansas. He attended Lakeside High 
School and Louisiana State University afterwards 
being engaged as chemical engineer by Humble Oil 
and Refining Company, Houston, Texas. Entering 
the Air Corps April 11, 1942, he received basic 
training at Scott Field, Illinois, and attended Com- 
munications School at Scott Field; Radar Schools 
at Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, and Radar School at Boca Raton, 
Florida, qualifying as staff intelligence officer. 
Captain Dunn served with the Army Air Forces 
Training Command and the War Department Gen- 
eral Staff. Departing July 7, 1943, for the Medi- 
terranean Theater of Operations, he remained over- 
seas for two years and participated in campaigns 
in the European theater, Rome-Arno campaign, and 
North Apennines campaign. He was still in service 
at last report and expected to be discharged in 
June 1947. He and his wife, Adelaide Chance Dunn, 
have two children. 
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Pvt. Hall O. Wilkinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. 
Wilkinson of Wilmar, Arkansas, was born June 9, 
1926. He attended Wilmar Publie Schools and 
entered the service after finishing school. He served 
in the Army from October 12, 1944, until January 
12, 1945, when he received a medical discharge. 


Pfe. Garvin Ellis Hines, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. M. 
Hines, of Hermitage, Arkansas, was born February 
11, 1922. He received his education in the Hermitage 
Public Schools and was employed in construction 
work in Monticello, Arkansas. Private Hines entered 
the Army November 18, 1942. No further informa- 
tion regarding Private Hines’ service record was 
furnished. 


Cpl. Ernest Reed Lindsey, Jr., son of M. Nola Harris 
and Ernest Reed Lindsey, Sr., was born January 
11, 1926, in Smackover, Arkansas. He attended 
Hugh Goodwin Grade School and El Dorado High 
School. Entering the Army Air Corps August 13, 
1944, he received basic training at Amarillo, Texas, 
and attended Radio School at Scott Field, Illinois; 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Sheppard Field, 
Texas. He departed August 20, 1945, for Fortalez, 
Brazil, and remained overseas for more than five 
months. Corporal Lindsey was still in service at 
last report received. His home is in El Dorado, 
Arkansas. 


Seaman 2/c Edward Harry Lindsey, son of Ernest 
Reed Lindsey and Nola Harris Lindsey of El Dorado, 
Arkansas, was born at Nashville, Arkansas, on Sep- 
tember 18, 1915. He attended Smackover High 
School at Smackover, Arkansas, and entered the 
Navy in May 1945. Seaman Lindsey served boot 
training at San Francisco, California, and became 
a storekeeper. After four months in this country, 
he was sent to the South Pacific theater and re- 
mained overseas for seven months. Seaman Lindsey 
was honorably discharged at New Orleans, Lou- 
isiana, on March 1, 1946. He and his wife, the 
ae Elinor Mae Doerge, are the parents of one 
child. 


Seaman Horace H. Sewell, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
H. Sewell of Route 3, Prescott, Arkansas, was born 
February 13, 1927. He attended public school and 
is a graduate of Blevins High School. Seaman 
Sewell entered the Merchant Mariens upon grad- 
uating from school, November 7, 1944. (Further 
details regarding his service record were not fur- 
nished.) 


Sgt. Charles Osborn Bell, son of Jewell Osborn and 
Henry P. Bell, was born December 1, 1915, in Green- 
wood, Arkansas. He attended the University of 
Arkansas, afterwards being employed by the A.A.A. 
and engaged in the real estate and insurance busi- 
ness. Entering the Infantry January 17, 1944, he 
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Lt. Clymer Charles Cooper, 
Cooper of 611 South 14th Street, For t 
ansas, was born November 28, 19 2. | 
St. Ann School and was employed as 
before entering the Army, Engineers 

cember 22, 1942. He received basic trainin 
ming and then transferred to Camp_ Chase, 
was sent to Austria from there. (No further 
tails were furnished regarding his 


Flight Officer George J. Goodin, son of Ruby Mae _ 
Jackson of Fort Smith, was born at Spadra, Arkan- 


sas, on September 1, 1923. He attended Paris High __ 


School and was an air-tool operator until entering 
the Army Air Corps on March 12, 1943. He re. 
ceived basic training at Ft. Lawton, Washington, 
and received flight training at Branch Agricultural 
College, Santa Anna, California, and the Deming, 
New Mexico, Bombardier School. He also attended 
Gunnery School at Las Vegas, Nevada, and was 
commissioned as a bombardier. He served three 
years with the Air Corps and saw duty with the 
423rd Army Air Force Base Unit. He was released 
from active service at Tucson, Arizona, on Novem- 
ber 11, 1945. His wife is Margaret Ann Goodin. 


Sgt. Jasper Thomas Matthews, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
J. T. Matthews, of Heber Springs, Arkansas, was 
born July 24, 1919, in New York City. He attended 
Heber Springs schools and is a graduate of high 
school. He also attended Hendrix College and 
Columbia University. Sergeant Matthews entered 
the Army July 2, 1942. (No details regarding his 
service record were furnished. ) 


Pfe. John A. Walker, son of Mrs. Cornelia Taylor 
of Newport, Arkansas, was born Januarv 13, 1913. 
He attended Newport Public Schools and entered 
the Army November 20, 1942. He received basic 
training at Camp Maxey, Texas, and was honor- 
ably discharged September 15, 1943. 


Chief Warrant Officer Charles G. Walker, son of 
Mrs. Cornelia Taylor of Newport, Arkansas, was 
born February 2, 1908. He attended Newport Pub- 
lic Schools, and later was engaged in farming. 
C.W.O. Walker entered the service August 8, 1927, 
and received his training at San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. He was later stationed in the Philippine 
Islands eight years. After returning to the States 
he was stationed at Ft. Storey, Virginia, then Nor- 
folk, Virginia, and transferred to Ft. Edwards, 
Massachusetts, from there. C.W.O. Walker trans- 
ferred to San Francisco from Massachusetts and 
sailed for overseas duty again. (Further details 
were not furnished.) 
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